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BY BILL PARRY

Kayaking comes to 
Gantry State Park in Long 
Island City for the first 
time this week with free 
walk-up events Friday and 
Saturday.

The Metropolitan Wa-

terfront Alliance reached 
an agreement with New 
York state to control a dock 
at the south end of the park 
and make the water acces-
sible to the public.

“Parks was interested 
in opening the pier to the 
public,” Alliance President 
Roland Lewis said. “We’re 

very excited about this 
summer and we’re hoping 
there will be great commu-
nity support.”

The alliance will ad-
minister the dock and allow 
two Hunters Point boating 
groups to use it. Harbor-
LAB will run the first event 
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

More than seven months af-
ter the hazing death of a Baruch 
College freshman from Oakland 
Gardens in the Pocono Moun-

tains, prosecutors said they are 
not ready to determine who will 
be charged and when charges will 
be filed.

The Monroe County district 
attorney’s office said it is only 75 

percent of the way through its in-
vestigation into the death of Chun 
“Michael” Deng, 19, despite a pub-
lished report quoting the Pocono 
Mountain Regional Police chief, 
Harry Lewis, who said most of 

the 30 fraternity members in-
volved in the incident would soon 
face charges.

“That’s a very premature 
statement to make,” said Detec-
tive Wendy Serfass, an investiga-
tor in the Monroe County DA’s 
office. “There has been no final 
decision on who, how and when 
charges will be made.”

Lewis told The New York 
Times that prosecutors have not 
filed charges yet as they were still 
waiting for a medical report and 
a digital animation that would 
depict what happened the night of 
Deng’s death.

Serfass said the Monroe DA’s 
office was still waiting on a num-
ber of reports from other agencies 
and the investigation was ongo-
ing.

“There are so many factors 
we have to look at,” she said.

Deng was one of four stu-
dents pledging to the Pi Delta Psi 
fraternity at a fraternity event in 
the Pocono Mountains on a Dec. 
7-9 weekend last year. The four 
participated in a “glass ceiling” 
hazing ritual during which blind-
folded pledges wearing backpacks 

Jackson Heights resident Osmer Yepez takes a rest on the Little Bay Park grass with his son Ethan during the Tour 
de Queens. The annual bike ride, which is organized by Transportation Alternatives, drew more than 1,000 partici-
pants. Photo by Christina Santucci

TOURING THE BOROUGH

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Pastor “Pat” Toro was re-
membered by friends and family 
this week as a “veteran’s veter-
an,” who tirelessly advocated for 
downtrodden comrades through-
out the years.

The decorated Forest Hills 
war veteran died last Thursday 
after a months-long battle with 
Myelodysplastic syndrome, a pre-
cursor to leukemia.

“He could not do enough for 
other veterans,” said Jacqueline 
Fiorello, Toro’s sister-in-law. “He 
loved all his family and he’s going 
to be really missed but never for-
gotten.”

Toro, 65, endured months of 
chemotherapy and had been re-
ceiving three blood transfusions 
a week when he took a turn for 
the worse recently and his illness 
became leukemia.

Relatives said his malady 
was likely a result of Agent Or-
ange exposure while he was on 
tour in Vietnam with the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps.

BY ALEX ROBINSON

The College Point Mail Center could be back 
on the block two years after the community suc-
cessfully rallied to save it.

The United States Postal Service has an-
nounced it is resuming a nationwide program to 

Consolidation could trim 
College Point mail center

HarborLAB will hold the first 
event — a Community Paddle. 

Photo by Scott Sternbach

Forest Hills 
war veteran 

Toro honored

DA still probing Pa. frat death
Charges expected in fatal hazing of Oakland Gardens freshman in Poconos
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Gantry to host kayaking
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From the people that brought you Les Miserables 
in the summer of 2013

JABEN, USA, SuperNova Productions 
and The Josephine Foundation present

One of the world’s most beloved 
musicals of all time, Fiddler on the 
Roof, will be coming to Douglaston, 

New York for a special limited 
engagement July, 2014.

STARRING 
Andrew Joseph Koslosky – Tevye 

Monica Barczak – Golde 
David Arzberger – Motel   |   Rachael Connolly – Tzeitel  
Daniel Segredo – Perchik   |   Joanna Connolly – Hodel 
Richard Masin – Fyedka   |   Shannon Connolly – Chava 

Emelie Latzer – Shprintze   |   Colette Alfonso – Bielke   |   Don Gormanly – Lazar Wolf
Kiera Liantonio – Yente   |   Dakota Macleod – Fruma-Sarah

Danielle Flemming – Grandma Tzeitel   |   Seth Marc Bixson – Avram
and many more 

ICC THEATER IN DOUGLASTON 
7200-7250 DOUGLASTON PARKWAY

DOUGLASTON, NY 11362

PERFORMANCE DATES: 
Friday, July 18, 2014  8:00 pm 

Saturday, July 19, 2014  2:00 pm
(Special Pre or Post Show Saturday Dinner 5pm) 

Saturday, July 19, 2014  8:00 pm 
Sunday, July 20, 2014  3:00 pm

(Special Pre Show Sunday Brunch 1pm) 
Thursday, July 24, 2014  8:00 pm 

Friday, July 25, 2014  8:00 pm 
Saturday, July 26, 2014  8:00 pm 

General Admission Seating $25   |   VIP Reserved Seating $40 
Add on Dinner Saturday July 19, 2014 or Brunch Sunday July 20, 2014 for only $30  

For tickets call 516.205.8169 or  
order online at www.thejosephinefoundation.org  

All major credit cards and Paypal accepted 
Proceeds to benefi t the Josephine Foundation

BY SARINA TRANGLE

State Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis) was absent 
in Albany more than all his 
colleagues in the chamber, 
except for Sen. Adriano 
Espaillat (D-Washington 
Heights), who was mount-
ing an unsuccessful bid for 
Congress.

But Smith was among 
the Senate’s top 10 drafters 
of resolutions adopted by 
both houses, the New York 
Public Interest Research 
Group’s review of the 2014 
state legislative session 
found.

NYPIRG, a nonpar-
tisan good government 
group, compiled an analy-
sis of this year’s action in 
Albany. The report found 
lawmakers have sent fewer 
bills to Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo’s desk than any state ex-
ecutive has received in the 
past century.

NYPIRG hypothesized 
legislating has grown ab-
breviated as state budgets 
have become lengthier and 
more complex. It also said 
the slim majority the par-
ties that have controlled 
the Senate have had in re-
cent years may  present a 
barrier to bills.

Besides examining 
legislative action, NYPIRG 
tabulated state Assembly 
members’ and senators’ 
attendance rates and vot-
ing records as well as how 
much lawmakers spoke on 
the floor.

Smith was among 
seven senators who were 
absent and excused from 
at least 100 votes in 2014, 
NYPIRG’s report said.

Smith, who spent part 
of the session on trial in a 
federal corruption case, 
missed 808 votes. This put 
him directly behind Espail-
lat, an uptown Manhattan 
congressional hopeful who 
was not present during 891 
votes.

Smith’s office said 
they believed his absences 
all occurred when he was 
in federal court and on tri-
al for allegedly attempting 

to bribe his way onto the 
Republican line in the 2013 
mayoral election.

In the Assembly, 
NYPIRG said four Queens 
lawmakers were among 
18 who missed at least 150 
votes, including Assembly 
members Aravella Simo-
tas (D-Astoria) with 275 ex-
cuses or absences; Andrew 
Hevesi (D-Forest Hills) 
with 264; Margaret Markey 
(D-Maspeth) with 172; and 
William Scarborough (D-
Jamaica) with 168.

Scarborough said he 
missed many votes on the 
final day of session be-
cause he was told it would 
end hours before voting 
wrapped up. At that point, 
he drove back to the city 
for a meeting with a city 
commissioner that it took 
months to schedule.

The other Assembly 
members cited personal 
matters — Markey had a 
50th wedding anniversary 
celebration during the fi-
nal hours of session when 
hundreds of bills came to 
the floor, while Simotas 
had medical issues.

No Queens lawmak-
er made NYPIRG’s lists 
of Assembly and Senate 
members who prime spon-

sored the most legislation 
that made it through their 
respective chamber — or 
both. A prime sponsor is 
the lawmaker who first 
backs a measure in his or 
her house. 

But Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) was among 11 
senators who prime spon-
sored  at least 150 active 
bills in 2014, according to 
the report.

Avella, a member of 
the Independent Democrat-
ic Conference that had split 
from mainline Democrats 
and controlled the Senate 
with Republicans, was only 
able to get eight of these 
measures through both 
chambers, NYPIRG said.

Smith was the only 
borough lawmaker to land 
on NYPIRG’s lists of the 
10 Assembly members and 
senators who drafted the 
most resolutions adopted 
by both chambers.

His office said most 
of the resolutions honored 
southeast Queens leaders 
that deserve recognition.

His colleagues ap-
proved 79 resolutions, non-
binding measures that of-
ten urge a course of action 
or request consideration of 
a matter.

State Sen. Malcolm Smith was absent for 808 votes during the 
2014 legislative session.

Malcolm Smith missed 
808 votes in ‘14: Report
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

Many people who have 
spent time living in Bay-
side know about the many 
contributions longtime 
activist Mandingo Tshaka 
has made to the area, but 
those who do not can now 
read about them in his new 
book.

The retired commu-
nity advocate recently pub-
lished a memoir detailing 
his life from the beginning, 
taking readers on a journey 
through his never-ending 
quest to better the neigh-
borhood he grew up in and 
still calls home today.

Written by a friend, 
Merle English, who works 
as a news reporter, the 
nearly 300-page book tells 
of the 83-year-old’s humble 
beginnings at his grand-
mother’s Bayside home, his 
rise to musical fame as a 
former singer for the doo-

wop group The Ink Spots 
and his return to Queens, 
where he unexpectedly 
became a driving force for 
many community projects.

“There’s a lot that was 
done by me,” Tshaka said. 
“I’ve got so many citations, 
plaques, this, that — it’s re-
ally amazing.”

Tshaka said he and 
English began working on 
the memoir about two years 
ago, when a conversation 
between the two friends led 
to her suggestion that he 
should turn his stories into 
a book about his life. She 
came and took notes and 
spent the next year turn-
ing them into a memoir 
titled “Mandingo Osceola 
Tshaka: Fearless Fighter 
for Justice.”

“I saw it as an under-
taking to put in place this 
record of what Mandingo 
has done,” English said. “It 
deserves a place in history 

because of his various ac-
complishments and I took 
this on as a means of bring-
ing that about.”

The work includes pho-
tographs from throughout 
his life as well as copies of 
letters he wrote to elected 
officials, and even some he 
received in return.

“It’s my life,” Tshaka 

said. “What I’ve done, who 
I’ve become, my accom-
plishments.”

In the many years 
Tshaka has spent in Bay-
side, he served for 17 years 
on Community Board 11 
and has helped change 
many aspects of the neigh-
borhood for the better. He 
fought to rid the streets of 

drug dealers, establish a 
playground behind MS 158 
on Oceania Street and lift 
the area surrounding his 
home on Bell Boulevard, 
south of Northern Boule-
vard, out of the poverty 
designation in which the 
government had placed it.

The book also de-
scribes the details of how 
Tshaka accomplished what 
is perhaps his biggest tri-
umph — getting the fed-
eral government to admit 
that slave labor was used 
to build the White House, 
a fact he said had been hid-
den in American history 
until a few years ago.

“He’s Bayside’s one of 
a kind, as people call him, 
and that’s why I thought 
he deserved a little place 
on the shelf,” English said. 
“As an African-American, I 
think it’s important people 
recognize that he is one 
of the people who took a 

stand.”
Tshaka said the book 

also includes many person-
al stories from his child-
hood and his travels as a 
singer, and the honesty dis-
played in the writing does 
not bother him.

“I threw some punches, 
I’ve got no shame,” he said. 
“All young people stepped 
in caca at one point, and I 
did, too.”

Tshaka’s memoir was 
finished in 2013 and he re-
cently began printing the 
book through an online self-
publishing company called 
Xlibris. The book is avail-
able for purchase at Barnes 
& Noble and through ama-
zon.com, he said.

“I’m honored,” Tsha-
ka said after his book was 
printed. “So much has hap-
pened in my life and I’m 
glad that it’s out.”

Bayside activist Mandingo Tshaka recently collaborated on his 
own biography.

Longtime Bayside activist Tshaka publishes memoir
Famed community advocate, 83, talks of life and accomplishments during decades spent in Queens

BY JUAN SOTO

Downtown Jamaica is 
one of the neighborhoods 
benefitting from a state 
program that redevelops 
underused vacant lots, 
home in the past to gas sta-
tions, auto repair shops, 
junk yards, factories and 
similar poorly managed 
waste operations.

Known as Brownfield 
Opportunity Areas, the 
project cleans up these 
sites, usually in low-income 
areas, by removing danger-
ous contaminants and then 
redeveloping them.

Now the City Council 
is calling on Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo to include a $15 mil-
lion allocation in state long-
term funding. The 2014-15 
state budget “has inexplica-
bly eliminated funding” for 
the program, said Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton), 
chairman of the Council’s 
Committee on Environ-

mental Protection.
Emphasizing that the 

program plays “a vital role 
in restoring and revital-
izing distressed communi-
ties and creating jobs,” the 

councilman insisted on the 
need to keep funding the 
Brownfield Opportunity 
Areas.

In Jamaica, the target 
area — mostly industrial 

and commercial — covers 
40 blocks, containing a to-
tal of 616 properties, to the 
south of the Long Island 
Rail Road station, except 
for a stretch along Archer 

and Jamaica avenues north 
of the tracks.

“Community-support-
ed brownfields reclamation 
is a sound investment to-
wards public health, public 
safety and economic devel-
opment,” Richards said.

In the last 12 months, 
two specific sites have been 
announced for redevelop-
ment, specifically a hotel 
and a 400-unit building that 
includes 100 apartments of 
affordable housing and 
80,000 square feet of retail 
space with underground 
parking.

The 24-story hotel will 
be erected at 93rd Street 
and Sutphin Boulevard.

Viral Patel, the Able 
Hotels chief executive offi-
cer, said last Thursday that 
the project “is still under 
planning.”

He added that the first 
hard hats are expected for 
some time next spring. Pa-
tel estimated that the build-

ing would be completed in 
late 2016 or early 2017.

Able Hotels operates 
two hotels, one in Plain-
view and the other one in 
Brentwood, both in Long 
Island.

Also, the Shops at the 
Station Plaza strip, at the 
Sutphin Boulevard under-
pass, was completed recent-
ly. The location used to be 
a dark loading dock under 
the LIRR Jamaica station. 
It was also the home for a 
print shop.

According to the re-
port, “Jamaica Brownfield 
Opportunity Area Nomina-
tion Study,” the redevelop-
ment of the target area will 
require collaboration from 
the “private sector, gov-
ernment and the nonprofit 
sectors, working with the 
community, to resolve is-
sue where public concerns 
and private interests must 
be addressed.”

Jamaica wants Albany to rescue its toxic sites

The blocks around the LIRR station in Jamaica were targeted as a Brownfield Opportunity Area, a pro-
gram that seeks to clean up and redevelop abandoned industrial and commercial sites. 

Photo by Juan Soto 
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BY BILL PARRY

Stanley Richards likes 
to say he went from the big 
house to the White House.

The senior vice presi-
dent of the Fortune Society 
was honored as a Champion 
of Change at a White House 
ceremony last week. Rich-
ards was one of 16 individu-
als who do extraordinary 
things to empower and 
inspire members of their 
communities.

Richards’ life journey 
began on the mean streets 
of the Bronx, where he ran 
with a dangerous crowd. He 
bottomed out when he was 
convicted of armed robbery 
and sentenced to up to nine 
years in prison.

“I was always told I 
wasn’t worth anything,” 
Richards said. “I was told 
my life would be nothing 
but the streets and prison.”

He began to salvage 

his life through education, 
earning a GED and when 
he was released, after serv-
ing 4 1/2 years, he went on 
to graduate from college. In 
1991, Richards was hired 
by the Fortune Society as a 
counselor helping formerly 
incarcerated men and wom-
en successfully re-enter 
their communities through 
services such as career de-
velopment, job retention, 
substance abuse treatment, 
supportive housing and 
HIV/AIDS services.

Richards is now the 
senior vice president of the 
Long Island City-based or-
ganization overseeing all 
housing programs.

“People describe my 
life as unique,” he said. “It 
all came down to education. 
Education let me know that 
a different life was possible 
and that was empowering.”

The June 30 White 
House ceremony was host-

ed by U.S. Attorney Gener-
al Eric Holder, who spoke at 
length about the re-entry of 
released prisoners.

“At some point, 95 
percent of all incarcerated 
people will be released,” 
Holder said. “And just as we 
expect everyone who com-

mits a crime to serve their 
time and pay their societal 
debts, we also expect them 
to remain sober and crime-
free upon their release. We 
expect them to get jobs and 
find housing and we expect 
them to become productive 
taxpayers and law-abiding 

members of society. Unfor-
tunately, these expectations 
are not always met. Shock-
ingly high recidivism rates 
persist across the country.”

According to Justice 
Department statistics, 
nearly 68 percent of re-
leased prisoners return 
within three years. Nearly 
77 percent are back after 
five years.

“Everyone looks at 
those numbers,” Richards 
said. “Me, I look at the 
nearly 25 percent of the 
people that don’t go back to 
prison and we should focus 
on that element of success. 
Mass incarceration doesn’t 
build better communities 
or better families. Educa-
tion builds better people 
with the tools they can use 
upon their release.”

Richards brought his 
wife of 23 years, his 22-year-
old son and his 6-year-old 
grandson to the White 

House. Fortune Society 
founder David Rothenberg 
and President and CEO 
JoAnne Page made the trip 
as well.

“Words can’t express 
how proud we are of Stan,” 
Page said. “His work at 
the Fortune Society has 
transformed the lives of 
thousands and thousands 
of people. Stan is our cham-
pion and an inspirational 
leader and role model.

Richards took time to 
compare notes with the oth-
er 15 honorees from across 
the nation.

“My biggest takeaway 
is that there are a lot of peo-
ple in this country working 
on re-entry and there’s real 
power in the collective,” 
he said. “I am grateful to 
the White House for recog-
nizing my efforts and look 
forward to continuing my 
work at the Fortune Soci-
ety.”

Fortune Society Senior Vice President Stanley Richards was hon-
ored as a Champion of Change at a White House ceremony. 

Photo courtesy Lak Public Relations

White House honors LIC exec for work with released convicts
Ex-prisoner Stan Richards oversees housing programs at Fortune Society to smooth re-entry
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Amidst colorful seasonal plantings and shrubbery, 
The Our Lady of Grace Columbaria 

provides families with a caring place for the cremated body of loved ones. 
A sacred place to refl ect a beautiful life.

Take advantage of our low monthly payment plans 
with 0% interest fi nancing on pre-need purchases

Mount St. Mary Cemetery
172-00 Booth Memorial Ave.

Flushing, NY 11365

ACT 
NOW

As indicated, please call or send 

on Mount St. Mary Cemetery. 
I understand that no cemetery 

representative will ever visit my home.

Gravesites        Mausoleum Space
Cremation Graves/Niches

I am interested in:

 ________________________

 ______________________

 __________________________

 _________________________

 ___________________________

 ________________________

 ______________

 ________________________

NYP 7/13/14
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5Study greenlights Glendale homeless shelter
BY SARINA TRANGLE

An environmental 
study of the proposed home-
less shelter in Glendale 
acknowledged many con-
cerns raised by residents: 
some additional 160 chil-
dren could squeeze already 
overcrowded primary and 
middle schools, nearby 
buses and trains might 
carry 100 people more dur-
ing peak evening hours and 
the facility would sit on soil 
vulnerable to spills from a 
neighboring chemical com-
pany.

But the assessment 
said these qualms did not 
merit nixing the plans or 
including mitigative mea-
sures.

The city Department 
of Homeless Services sent 
a copy of the analysis with 
a letter describing plans to 
push forward with a pro-
posal to transform a vacant 
factory into a 125-family 
shelter to elected officials 
and Community Board 5 
July 1.

The letter notes that 
Aecom USA Inc., a private 
technology company, was 
commissioned to conduct 

the environmental assess-
ment of properties within 
a 400-foot radius of the 
planned shelter, at 78-16 
Cooper Ave.

The study deter-
mined that opening a 
51,000-square-foot resi-
dence where a four-story, 
red brick building now sits 
would not come with signif-
icant adverse environmen-
tal impacts.

The city has previ-
ously said it would ink a 
contract paying Samaritan 
Village, a Briarwood-based 
nonprofit, up to $27.5 mil-
lion to operate the shelter 
for five years.

Samaritan Village 
operates a shelter in 
Elmhurst’s former Pan 
American Hotel, which has 
sparked outrage among the 
community and elected of-
ficials, who have said they 
were not given notice be-
fore families moved in.

Aecom USA said the 
500 residents expected to 
move into the Glendale 
shelter would send about 50 
more pupils to high schools 
and 160 more to primary 
and middle schools.

This influx could 

pinch PS 87, which is cur-
rently operating at 104 per-
cent of its target capacity, 
and its neighboring prima-
ry schools, which operate 
at an average of 108 percent 
of their target capacity.

But the assessment 
noted the 1.6 percent antici-
pated enrollment increase 
to area primary schools 
and 1.5 percent anticipated 
increase at local middle 
schools does not meet the 5 
percent threshold at which 
the city requires further 
study.

The homeless families 
and 35 staff members at the 
facility would collectively 
take about 1,009 trips on 
buses and trains daily, ac-
cording to the study.

The increased traffic 
is expected to add about 129 
more people to local buses 
and the M train during 
peak evening commuting 
hours, which falls short of 
the 200 person-bump that 
would trigger further anal-
ysis.

The former cabinet 
manufacturing plant and 

clothing distribution center 
is on top of an underground 
oil boiler heater with a reg-
istration that expired in 
1995, the study said.

The soil could also 
be contaminated by spills 
from the neighboring In-
dependent Chemical Corp., 
which has manufactured 
and distributed potentially 
toxic materials since the 
1980s, according to the as-
sessment.

But dirt samples near 
the heating unit, property 
border and sealed monitor-

ing wells did not surpass 
contaminant thresholds set 
by the state, Aecom USA 
found.

Similarly, the study 
said asbestos in the walls, 
ceiling, vinyl floor tiles 
and roofing did not contain 
enough asbestos fibers to 
merit further examination.

DHS asked CB 5, 
which covers Glendale, 
Middle Village, Maspeth 
and Ridgewood, to reply 
before July 11, after which 
contract negotiations with 
Samaritan Village are ex-
pected to proceed.

But many, including 
City Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Glendale), 
were quick to rip the as-
sessment.

“Several years ago — 
before talks of any DHS 
proposal — the School Con-
struction Authority denied 
my request to convert 78-
16 Cooper Ave. into a high 
school,” Crowley said in a 
statement. “If the city did 
not find this site suitable 
for a school, how can it be 
suitable for a shelter that 
will house families year-
round?”

A study the city commissioned on a proposed homeless shelter finds it would bring no significant ad-
verse effects to the community.

Van Bramer helps residents to spend $1M on projects
BY JUAN SOTO

On a sweltering sum-
mer evening, more than 
100 people gathered at the 
Sunnyside Community 
Services Center because 
they wanted to control a 
piece of the New York City 
budget pie.

They came to learn 
how to decide where money 
is spent in their neighbor-
hoods and this is the only 
chance they will have to do 
just that.

By playing a role in 
participatory budgeting, 
constituents in the 26th 
City Council District, rep-
resented by Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside), will be in con-
trol of $1 million of capital 

discretionary funds. An-
other 21 Council members 
around the city are partici-
pating in the program as 
well for this fiscal year.

The residents had a 
blast while learning about 
the participatory budget 
program while playing 
“Jeopardy!”

“I will be Alex Trebek 
for a while,” joked Van 
Bramer, referring to the 
show’s longtime host. “Par-
ticipatory budgeting for 
$200. How many council-
men are using participa-
tory budget in 2014-15?”

A volunteer from the 
audience answered: “D, 
22.”

“That’s correct,” said 
Van Bremer. “It’s an all-
time high.”

The process to spend 
$1 million in local capital 
projects began officially 
Tuesday evening with the 
information and the “Jeop-
ardy!” sessions. Constitu-
ents will now decide how to 
spend those tax dollars.

The next step is com-
ing up with ideas, like 
improvements in parks, 
schools, streets and librar-
ies. Once the proposed proj-
ects are on the table, there 
will be a need to analyze 
them and determine if they 

are viable.
The ideas that get a 

stamp of approval from 
the city agencies and the 
councilman’s office will be 
voted on by the residents of 
the district. The vote will 
be sometime next spring.

“This is an amazing 
turnout,” said Van Bramer. 
“It’s a good beginning and 
it inspires me to keep on do-
ing it.”

The five projects that 
get the most votes from the 
residents in the district, 
with a population of 165,000 
that stretches from Long 
Island City and Astoria to 
Sunnyside and Woodside, 
will be the winners.

Participatory budget-
ing began in Porto Alegre, 
Brazil, when civic groups 

demanded transparency 
and a more direct saying 
in city government. The 
program has expanded 
ever since, and hundreds 
of cities around the planet 
joined the movement.

“It’s not fair that the 
City Council decides the 
budget and you just deal 
with it,” said Christopher 
King, of Community Voices 
Heard, an organization of 
low-income New Yorkers. 
“Now, you get to decide how 
to spend $1 million.”

King was at the in-
formation session, and 
he was pleased to see that 
Van Bramer stayed for the 
whole meeting.

“I never saw a coun-
cilman stay this long,” he 
said .

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer explains how the participatory 
budget process works at Sunnyside Community Services Center. 

Photo by Juan Soto 
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BY BILL PARRY

The renovation of Mur-
ray Playground in Long Is-
land City is complete.

The eastern section of 
the park is now reopened 
following a $1.275 million 
makeover that includes a 
new performance area and 
greenspace.

“It was a worthy in-
vestment,” Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz said. 
“These two additions will 
make Murray Playground 
an even more attractive 
recreational area and help 
improve the quality of life 
of everyone who lives in the 
vibrant community of Long 
Island City.”

The city Parks Depart-
ment began construction 
of the final phase last sum-
mer. The performance area 
includes a stage with tiered 
seating, new paving stones 
and benches, more trees 
and shrubs. The project in-
cludes a new water source 
for the existing dog run and 
a community garden with 

new fencing.
“Great parks equals 

great neighborhoods,” City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) said. 
“Local artists and perform-
ers who live in LIC now 
have a one-of-a-kind venue 
to showcase their work. 
These new enhancements 
will give thousands on 
Long Island City residents 
the ability to enjoy outdoor 
performances in their very 
own neighborhood.”

The park stretched 
from 11th to 21st streets be-
tween 45th Avenue and 45th 
Road, where Hunters Point 
meets the Court Square 
section.

In Astoria, City Coun-
cilman Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria) has al-
located $1.1 million for the 
full renovation of Astoria 
Heights Playground. The 
borough president’s office 
kicked in an extra half-
million dollars for the proj-
ect for necessary upgrades 
after strong lobbying from 
area residents.

BY KELSEY DURHAM

A few months ago, 
6-year-old Oakland Gar-
dens girl Kinsey Saleh be-
came a social media star 
after her mother, Nadine 
Morsi, created a Facebook 
page in hopes of finding a 
donor willing to replace her 
daughter’s failing kidney.

After more than 100 
people responded and ex-
pressed their desire to 
help, Kinsey received a new 
kidney in May and has re-
turned to being a normal, 
fun-loving child, but not 
without changing a few 
lives in the process.

It was April when Jan-
nie Daniels, of Springfield 
Gardens, read about Kin-
sey’s kidney failure on the 
Internet and made the life-
changing decision to give 
up one of her own organs.

Though Kinsey found 
a donor before Daniels was 
able to complete the testing 
process, she continued to 
go through with it and last 
month gave her left kidney 
to a 27-year-old woman in 
California, all in honor of 
Kinsey’s story.

“She’s so cute — look 
at her,” said Daniels, watch-
ing Kinsey play in her bed-
room earlier this week. 
“How could you not want 
to help her? As a parent, 
I would want someone to 
step up and take care of my 
child.”

In January, Kinsey 

was diagnosed with kidney 
failure after tests revealed 
her organs had begun 
scarring. Her doctors at 
North Shore-LIJ’s Cohen 
Children’s Medical Center 
in Manhasset, L.I., eventu-
ally told Morsi that Kin-
sey’s best chance at living 
a healthy life was to have a 
transplant.

“She’s a normal kid, 
she does normal things, 
plays with her friends 
and then suddenly her life 
changed completely,” Morsi 
said.

After a few months 

of dialysis, Kinsey was 
matched to a donor who 
wished to remain anony-
mous and got a new kidney 
on her right side at Mount 
Sinai Hospital in Manhat-
tan May 27. Two weeks 
later, Daniels had the same 
surgery and donated one of 
hers.

“Once I started the 
process, I had to keep go-
ing,” Daniels said. “Even 
though she found a kidney, 
there is still someone out 
there whose story wasn’t 
in the newspaper and who 
still needs help.”

Daniels and Morsi, 
who had never met before 
Kinsey’s story spread on 
the Internet, were later put 
in touch when a mutual 
friend introduced them af-
ter realizing Kinsey was 
the driving force behind 
Daniels’ decision to become 
a donor.

The two mothers even-
tually met and now still 
stay in touch because of the 
bond they share, created 
by Kinsey’s kidney trans-
plant. Murray Playground in Long Island City is open again following a 

$1.275 million makeover. 
Photo by Daniel Avila/Parks Department

Springfield Gardens resident Jannie Daniels (l.) chose to donate her kidney in honor of 6-year-old 
Kinsey Saleh, whose need for a kidney transplant was documented in a Facebook page created by her 
mother, Nadine Morsi. Photo by Christina Santucci

Playground in LIC 
reborn for $1.27M

A kidney in honor of Kinsey
Woman inspired to donate organ after Queens girl gets transplant
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Beautifully designed, 
built to last.

Charles H. Gamarekian
Founder/Chairman/CEO

BACKYARD PATIOS & OUTDOOR LIVING ROOMS  PAVINGSTONES  WALL SYSTEMS

With ArmorTec®

Both Cambridge pavingstones shown above were installed in
residential driveways in 2006 (Photos taken in January 2010).

Plan your total patio makeover with Cambridge! 

Without ArmorTec®

MAURICE SUPPLIES LLC.
60-44 Maurice Avenue, Maspeth, NY 11378

CALL:  VISIT: www.mauricesupplies.com
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JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S LOBSTER DOCK 
RESTAURANT

Market Specials & Menu Online: Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Pkwy (Exit 9 or 9a) Sheepshead Bay BKLYN

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across from the UA Movies)

FREE 
PARKING

ZAGAT  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

GUARANTEED TO AVERAGE 
1 1/4 LBS EACH

OTHER SIZES
AVAILABLE

LIVE OR STEAMED
NO LIMIT

RETAIL MARKET 
ONLY

HOURS: Sun.–Thurs. 9am–10pm  Fri. & Sat. 9am–11pm
1-800-404-CLAW

FRESH FILET
BROILED OR FRIED

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTER 
GUARANTEED TO AVG. OVER 11/4 LBS.

STEAMED OR BROILED

FISH & CHIPS PLATTERLOBSTER DINNER

 *INCLUDES COLE SLAW  PREMIUM IDAHO FRENCH FRIES OR CORN ON THE COB
 CUP OF ANY CHOWDER OR BISQUE (ADD $4.00)
 STEVE’S AUTHENTIC KEY LIME PIE, CHOCOLATE OR CHEESECAKE (ADD $4.00)

LOBSTER  
SALE

$9.99
PER POUND

EXP. 7/21/14

$20*
+ TAX*

$10*
+ TAX*

Exp. 7/21/14

WITH COUPON ONLY

WITH COUPON ONLYWITH COUPON ONLY

Toro served as presi-
dent of the Vietnam Veter-
ans of America Chapter 32 
in Queens from 2001-10 and 
was known for helping to 
bring a mobile replica of the 
Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial in Washington, D.C., to 
Juniper Valley Park. Under 
his direction, VVA Chapter 
32 also started a program 
that has provided some 90 
indigent veterans with mil-
itary funerals since 2008.

“Chapter 32’s motto is 

‘This generation of veterans 
will never abandon another 
generation of veterans,’ and 
Pat lived by that code,” said 
Paul Narson, current VVA 
Chapter 32 president. “He 
was there for veterans no 
matter when and how they 
served.”

He also became direc-
tor-at-large of the Vietnam 
Veterans of America Na-
tional Board of Directors 
and was inducted into the 
state Senate Veterans Hall 
of Fame in 2006.

The lifelong Forest 
Hills resident worked for 
the NYPD after he left the 

Marines and then served 
in the Port Authority Po-
lice Department until he 
retired in 1991.

When Toro was diag-
nosed with his illness last 
fall, VVA Chapter 32 decid-
ed to help its former presi-
dent by organizing a blood 
drive in April.

A fund-raiser had also 
been organized to raise 
money for Toro’s treatment 
July 12, but was canceled 
after he died. Fiorello said 
donations can still be made 
to a fund, which was set up 
to help Toro’s family deal 
with his medical costs.

Friday with a Community 
Paddle between 5 p.m. and 
8 p.m.

“We’re unofficially 
calling it the Friday Night 
Skyline Unwind,” founder 
Erick Baard said. “It’s not 
hardcore kayaking but a 
way to get folks out on to the 
water. It will expose people 
to paddling in beautiful 
surroundings with a view 
of the Manhattan skyline 
from the waterline. Maybe 
it will lead some to join Har-
borLAB and expose them to 
our educational and envi-
ronmental programs.”

The second group is 
the LIC Community Boat-
house, which will run the 
event Saturday afternoon.

“We’ll put out a dozen 
kayaks as part of City of 
Water Day,” event coordi-
nator Ted Gruber said. “We 
expect Gantry to be a huge 
hit and we’ll try to do it 
once a month.”

The Boathouse nor-
mally takes kayakers out 
on Anable Basin near its 
headquarters, at 46-01 5th 
St. They also operate on 
Hallet’s Cove in Astoria.

“We’ve been trying 
to get access at Gantry for 
a very long time,” Gruber 
said.

Baard started lobby-
ing the state for access as 
far back as 2003.

“It was definitely a 
long time coming,” Baard 
said. “We’re starting out 
with a small space in front 
of the pier, but with time 
the administrators may 
allow us more space so we 
could use more boats.”

The two groups will 
use the dock throughout the 
summer, but not at the same 
time. The Gowanus Dredg-
ers Canoe Club, which con-
trols the LIC Community 
Boathouse, sued Baard for 
trademark infringement 
in 2011. Baard had been the 
founder of the Boathouse 
before he was eventually 
barred from the club.

What followed was a 
drawn out 2 1/2 year court 
battle that ended in May. 
The decision, in Brooklyn 
federal court, found no mal-
ice in Baard’s actions and 
that he had not infringed 
when he used the Boathouse 
name on a Facebook page. 

Continued from Page 1 

Pat Toro

Continued from Page 1 

Kayak

HarborLAB and the LIC Community Boathouse are slated to hold 
free kayaking events. Photo by Scott Sternbach

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

ALL-QUEENS 

FAMILY FUN FEST
CELEBRATING OUR WORLD’S FAIR

-50TH ANNIVERSARY-

FREE KIDS’ RIDES, ACTIVITIES, DJ MUSIC & LIVE PERFORMANCES:

COME EARLY for FREE RAFFLES, T-SHIRTS & PRIZES, METS TICKETS & MORE!

SUNDAY, JULY 20, 2014
FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

1:00 to 4:00 pm
Kissena Corridor Park

Main Street & Elder Avenue
Flushing, New York

Ray Blue Band
ALL-AMERICAN ROCK ’N ROLL

and Dancers & Singers of African-American, Chinese,  
South American, Filipino, Korean, and South Asian traditions

(bring blankets & chairs!)

Visit the PEOPLE FOR THE PAVILION booth to learn more about the NYS Pavilion!

Messer Law Group | New York Community Bank | New York Hospital Queens | Dime Bank | Village Care

Prime Sponsors:
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?
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full of 20 pounds of sand 
attempted to get from one 
part of the yard to another 
while frat members tried 
to stop them, court records 
show.

One frat member told 
police Deng was brought 
into the house, where 
around 20 brothers were 
staying, after he was 
pushed to the ground and 
he laid unconscious for 
more than an hour, court 
papers said.

The fraternity broth-
ers Googled Deng’s symp-
toms, changed his clothes 
and then drove him to the 
hospital where he arrived 
at 6:42 a.m., the documents 
said. He was pronounced 
dead Dec. 9 of what the Mon-
roe County DA described as 
“major brain trauma.”

The Luzerne County 
coroner’s office in Penn-
sylvania later ruled Deng’s 
death a homicide.

Deng’s family is wait-
ing to see what shape the 
case’s criminal proceed-

ings might take before 
launching a civil lawsuit 
against those responsible 
for his death, the attorney 
representing the family 
said.

“They intend to bring 
a civil suit for those held 
responsible for Michael’s 
death, but they don’t want it 
to interfere with the crimi-
nal process,” the attorney, 
Douglas Fierberg, said.

The attorney said the 
drawn-out investigation 
has brought a “heap of ad-
ditional uncertainty” for 
the family.

“They’ve lost their 
only child and he was a 
wonderful young man with 
a bright future,” he said.

Continued from Page 1 

Deng
consolidate 82 distribution 
centers, including the Col-
lege Point sorting facility, 
which employs 1,015 work-
ers.

While the program 
would not outright close 
down the center, it could 
move a number of the facil-
ity’s services to Brooklyn 
and with them a number 
of jobs.

“These cuts will be 
devastating for so many 
families already strug-
gling to get by, and it is un-
conscionable for the USPS 
to balance their books on 
the backs of working-class 
New Yorkers while com-
promising their service 
for Queens residents,” 
said U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), who 
has spoken out against 
shutting the facility for 
years. “We need to find 
an alternative solution to 
the financial hardships of 
the Postal Service and it 
is time for my Republican 
colleagues in Congress to 

stop dragging their feet 
on real reforms that can 
responsibly address the 
issue.”

A plan to shutter the 
Queens location ultimate-
ly floundered after it met 
strong opposition from the 
community and elected of-
ficials in 2012.

A USPS spokeswoman 
confirmed that some of the 
College Point center’s op-
erations will be moved to 
a Brooklyn facility’s site, 
but these changes will not 
happen before January 
2015.

“The Postal Service 
has a strong commitment 
to, and a long track record 
of, securing landing spots 

for our employees in these 
times of transition,” the 
spokeswoman said. “In all 
other past consolidations, 
we have been able to place 
impacted employees in 
other available positions 
without resorting to lay-
offs. Every effort will be 
made to reassign impacted 
employees in this instance 
as well.”

The Postal Service 
has faced significant fi-
nancial problems in re-
cent years as first-class 
mail volume and revenue 
have declined. Over the 
last three years, USPS has 
recorded financial losses 
of $26 billion.

In an effort to deal 

with further losses, USPS 
conducted a study in 2011 
of 264 facilities and deter-
mined 223 of them could 
be consolidated to save $20 
billion by 2015.

In 2012 and 2013, USPS 
consolidated 141 mail pro-
cessing operations, which 
the Postal Service said 
saved $865 million and 
required no employee lay-
offs.

The next phase is 
expected to save more 
than $3.5 billion over five 
years.

“Official notification 
has not been received, as 
yet, but word is that all 
first-class mail, if this 
comes to pass, would be 
processed in Brooklyn, 
delaying the mail sig-
nificantly,” said Robert 
Yaccarino, president of 
the Flushing chapter of 
American Postal Workers 
Union. “This would af-
fect not only individuals 
but the many mailers and 
businesses located in the 
113 ZIP code.”

Continued from Page 1 

USPS

USPS is resuming a plan to consolidate 82 distribution centers, 
including the College Point sorting facility.

www.Timesledger.com

CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537

 

MICHAEL DENG
Photo courtesy David Weprin
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69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385  |  (718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com
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