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At $21,000 a space, parking 
garages come at a premium far 
above the average $3,000-per-slot 
surface lot, but one urban plan-
ning expert told the Bayside Vil-
lage BID it just might be worth it.

Jocelyn Wenk, who compiles 
information about suburban de-
sign for the Long Island-based 
think tank The Rauch Founda-
tion, gave the headlining talk at 
the business improvement dis-
trict’s annual meeting Monday 

Continued on Page 55

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Former city Comptroller 
John Liu has flexed his fund-rais-
ing chops in his young campaign 
to oust state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), amassing more than 

$508,000 in his first campaign fi-
nance filing.

The Queens Democratic ma-
chine drafted Liu to challenge 
Avella, after the two-term incum-
bent left the mainstream party 
for the Independent Democratic 

Conference, a breakaway group 
of Democrats who control the 
Senate in a power-sharing agree-
ment with Republicans. 

 Avella, who has publicly 
mentioned his aversion to fund-
raising, collected $132,000 dur-

ing the same time and received 
$50,000 in contributions from fel-
low IDC members.

He also received $10,300 from 
David Rich, an executive with the 
Greater New York Hospital As-

Continued on Page 62

Liu pulls in $508K for coffers
Former comptroller outraises Avella, who collects $130,000 for re-election bid
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explores possible 
parking garage
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Roger Arrieux, 15, returns a serve during a free tennis lesson offered by the City Parks Foundation at Cunningham Park where children ages 6 to 16 are invited 
to play. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

With the recent pas-
sage of a bill introduced 
by state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), the Senate is 
seeking to bring aware-
ness of the Korean com-
fort women issue into New 
York’s schools.

Avella announced last 
week that his legislation 
calling for an amendment 
to include instruction on 
the comfort women of World 
War II into the state educa-
tion curriculum passed the 
Senate and will now move 
on to the state Assembly.

The bill mandates that 
the history of the Korean 
comfort women, who were 
forced into sexual slavery 
by Japanese soldiers dur-
ing the war, be added to 
classroom education and be 
taught at the same time as 
the Holocaust and other hu-
man rights violations that 
have occurred throughout 
history.

Avella, who represents 

a northeast Queens dis-
trict with a large Korean 
population, said the issue 
involving comfort women 
was first brought to his at-
tention several years ago 
and he has been working 
to bring more awareness 
to the issue ever since.  
He pointed out that many 
people still do not know the 
history of the large-scale 
abuse because it is not 
taught in schools and the 
Japanese government has 
not recognized the nation’s  
role in it.

“We have too many 
situations, even today, of 
sex trafficking and abuse 
of women all across the 
globe,” Avella said. “We 
should recognize it and 
call it what it is: an atrocity 
against women.”

Many members of the 
Korean community stood 
behind Avella during last 
Thursday’s announcement 
and praised his work to 
move the legislation on to 
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Does the Queens GOP 
have a new king?

It depends who you 
ask.

Following the death of 
Phil Ragusa, who had been 
considered the Queens Re-
publican Party chairman 
by one faction, Executive 
Vice Chairman Robert 
Beltrani automatically as-
sumed the leadership post, 
according to the organiza-
tion’s executive director, 
Robert Hornak.

Beltrani, an adminis-
trative law judge, lives in 
Jackson Heights with his 
family, according to Hor-
nak.

He could not be reached 
for comment.

But Thomas Ognibene, 
an attorney representing 
Ragusa’s rival, Bob Turner, 
said the court never ruled 
on whether the former 
congressman’s certificate 
outlining the bylaws and 
officers of the GOP organi-
zation was valid because 
of deficiencies in notifying 
those involved in the legal 
proceedings.

Ognibene said he is 
waiting for State Supreme 
Court Justice Phyllis Or-
likoff Flug to review his 
motion to revive the case 
and settle questions about 
leadership.

“The judge said, ‘I 
have other cases, I can’t 
take yours,’” Ognibene 
said. “The judge wanted us 
to resubmit the case and we 
said, ‘No, we really want to 
have a hearing. I have all 

my witnesses.’”
The borough GOP 

has been rife with power 
struggles for years, with 
a southern faction buoyed 
with support from Turner, 
Ognibene and City Council-
man Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park) and a northern fac-
tion lining up behind Ra-
gusa and Hornak.

The recent feud was 
fueled by a Sept. 27 orga-
nizational meeting, where 
Ragusa’s camp claimed he 
won re-election as chair-
man, but Turner’s support-
ers argued the vote was 
held with insufficient no-
tice and riddled with proce-
dural issues.

Ragusa and Turner 
filed court cases seeking to 

invalidate certificates sub-
mitted by their opponent to 
the city Board of Elections, 
court documents show.

Turner’s case, which 
contended the election was 
“stolen” by the chairman 
and “his minions,” was dis-
missed by Orlikoff Flug in 
a judgment dated March 3.

Orlikoff Flug wrote 
that she received no evi-
dence  supporting Turner’s 
allegations that GOP mem-
bers were given less than 
48 hours’ notice before the 
vote and mentioned that 
Turner and other petition-
ers managed to attend and 
vote Sept. 27.

She also dismissed 
Ragusa’s case in a judg-
ment dated March 3. The 

document said Ragusa’s at-
torney failed to show court 
papers had been served to 
Turner and other respon-
dents before the deadline.

Ragusa and Hornak 
heralded the dismissals as 
a victory.

“We are very pleased 
that the court ruled in our 
favor and agreed the law-
suit challenging Chairman 
Ragusa was without merit,” 
Hornak said at the time.

But Ognibene said he 
did view the case as closed 
and was waiting for Or-
likoff Flug to respond to a 
motion to renew Turner’s 
case.

Despite court paper-
work describing dueling 

Christine Colligan (l.), parent coordinator for the Korean American 
Parents Association of Greater New York, speaks at a news con-
ference hosted by state Sen. Tony Avella (r.) to announce the pas-
sage of his bill to step up education on Korean Comfort Women. 

Photo by Kelsey Durham

A dispute over whether the recently deceased Phil Ragusa (l.) or former U.S. Rep. Bob Turner (r.) were 
chairman of the Queens GOP still divides borough Republicans.

Comfort women bill 
passes state Senate

New boro GOP head named
But faction of Queens Republicans disputes Beltrani’s leadership

Continued on Page 62
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A Gaelic football club 
intent on building its field 
of dreams in College Point 
is one step closer to its goal, 
thanks to some public fund-
ing.

Borough President Me-
linda Katz and City Coun-
cilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside) have allocated a 
combined $580,000 in funds 
to upgrade Frank Golden 
Park, where the Shannon 
Gaels Gaelic Football Club 
is planning to build its new 
home grounds.

“This funding will 
go a long way to revamp 
Frank Golden Park not 
just for the Shannon Gaels 
Football Club, but for ev-
eryone in the community 
that wants green space to 
enjoy for years to come,” 
Vallone said in a statement. 
“I look forward to playing 
an active role in shaping 
the revitalization of all our 

district’s parks.”
The money will go to-

ward upgrading the park’s 
utilities, resurfacing the 
playing fields and install-
ing a new 8-foot fence 
around the park. A 30-foot 
retractable ball stop fence 
will also be set up behind 
the field’s goal posts.

Of the public funds al-
located, $80,000 came from 
Vallone’s discretionary 
budget and $500,000 came 
from Katz.

“I was very happy to 
join Councilman Vallone 
in providing capital funds 
to improve Frank Golden 
Park,” Katz said in a state-
ment. “It is important for 
all Queens residents to 
have access to top-quality 
parks.”

Founded in 2002, the 
Shannon Gaels did not have 
a regular field to train on 
until it was allotted a patch 
of grass in Frank Golden 
Park, just south of 14th Av-

enue, in 2009. The club then 
signed a 15-year lease with 
the city Parks Department 
for 7 acres of the park in 
April.

The Shannon Gaels 
recently started a fund-
raising initiative to raise 
money to transform those 7 
acres into a new facility in 
four phases.

The club has now 

raised more than 30 per-
cent of its $2 million goal, 
including the public fund-
ing allocated to the park, 
meaning it now has enough 
to start the first phase of 
the work.

“We’re excited. It’s a 
great boost to what we’re 
doing out there,” said Colin 
Mathers, one of the team’s 
trainers and chairman of 

the club’s Field of Dreams 
initiative. “Hopefully, it 
opens the gates for a lot 
more so that we can com-
plete all four phases.”

Once built, the grounds 
will include a full-size field, 
an additional scrimmage 
field, bleachers, parking 
facilities, fencing and light-
ing. The area has also had 
drainage problems in the 
past, which club organizers 
are hoping to fix.

The city Parks Depart-
ment estimated the whole 
project could cost approxi-
mately $3.8 million last 
year.

The club serves 600 
members, mostly from 
Queens and half of whom 
are children. The Shannon 
Gaels currently has teams 
for girls and boys 6 to 18 in 
competitive leagues in the 
spring and fall.

Gaelic football, one 
of Ireland’s most popu-
lar sports, is played with 

15 players on a side who 
score points by advancing 
a round ball up the field 
through the opposition’s 
goal posts.

The Shannon Gaels 
also offer opportunities to 
play hurling and camogie, 
sports of Gaelic origin.

Mathers said the club 
has scheduled a meeting 
with Parks to sit down and 
figure out how and when 
the work will start.

Club organizers have 
already met with Commu-
nity Board 7 and Parks offi-
cials to start to apply for all 
the necessary approvals, 
and they hope construction 
on the first phase of the 
project will be underway 
by spring 2015.

“It’s amazing that our 
field of dreams is going to 
become a reality,” Mathers 
said. “We’re very thankful 
to the borough president 
and Councilman Vallone 
for allocating these funds.”

The Shannon Gaels Gaelic Football Club has more 
than 600 members and fields teams for children 6 to 18. 

Photo courtesy Shannon Gaels

Gaelic football club given funds to upgrade College Pt. fi eld
Katz, Vallone allocate $580,000 to spruce up 7 acres of Frank Golden Park for Irish sport 

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum In New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
In the event of a Long 

Island Rail Road strike, 
commuters in eastern 
Queens  who depend on the 
train might have drawn the 
shortest straw of all.

The area’s commuters 
would have to take buses to 
subways  because shuttles 
provided by the MTA as 
part of a contingency plan 
would not make any stops 
in between the pickup spots 
in Long Island and drop-off 
sites in Queens.

MTA officials said 
there is no plan to expand 
bus service in northeast 
Queens, but if additional 
buses are needed, they will 
run them.

“It would be a huge 
pain,” said Joanna McMa-
hon, a Bayside commuter 
who depends on the service 
to go to work in Manhat-
tan at least twice a week. 
She said she is planning on 
taking an express bus if a 

strike happens.
“I’m not happy, but I 

think the union people are 
asking way too much, be-
cause in the end, we have to 
pay for it,” she said.

John Lauria, who lives 
in Bayside and also uses 
the LIRR to travel to Man-
hattan for work five days a 
week, said the company he 
works for has agreed to put 
him up in a hotel for the du-
ration of the strike.

“It’s really an inconve-
nience for many people,” he 
said. “It’s going to paralyze 
the roads and a lot of com-
panies that rely on com-
muters.”

Others have accepted 
the fact they will not be 
able to get to work. Belky 
Balaguera, who lives in 
Hempstead and works at 
Queens Family Court in 
downtown Jamaica, en-
dured four days of LIRR 
service being shut down af-
ter Superstorm Sandy and 
said she is resigned to stay-

ing home if a strike occurs.
“At the moment, I don’t 

have an alternative to go to 
work,” she said. “In case of 
a strike, I just can’t go to 
work.”

The MTA has been 
in contact with more than 

1,400 businesses across the 
city and said it has commit-
ments from 18,000 people to 
telecommute from home if 
a strike occurs.

State Comptroller 
Thomas DiNapoli said the 
strike could cost the local 

economy $50 million a day, 
as it would prevent tens of 
thousands of people from 
traveling in and out of the 
city from Long Island dur-
ing peak tourist season. 

A contingency plan 
released earlier this week 

by the MTA would see 350 
shuttle buses ship 15,000 
riders a day from eight dif-
ferent locations on Long 
Island to three subway 
stations in Queens during 
rush hours in peak direc-
tions.  Long Island commut-
ers will be taken to the sub-
way stations at Citi Field 
(7), Howard Beach (A) and 
Woodhaven Boulevard (M, 
R).

An additional 4,000 
parking spaces will be 
available at Citi Field for 
commuters to park their 
cars and get on the No. 7 
train and there will be 3,000 
parking spots at the Aque-
duct Raceway so riders can 
get get on the A train.

“The LIRR transports 
thousands of Queens resi-
dents and is particularly 
crucial in areas like east-
ern Queens, which lack di-
rect access to the subway 
system,” City Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

As developers put 
the finishing touches on 
Macedonia Plaza, the city 
Department of Housing has 
launched a process to build 
more affordable housing in 
downtown Flushing.

Housing has issued 
a request for proposals to 
developers interested in 
transforming Municipal 
Lot 3 into a complex that 
would include affordable 
apartments.

Department officials 
said they expect 100 to 250 
units to be built on the 
property, which is adjacent 
to Flushing’s Long Island 
Rail Road station on 41st 
Avenue.

Developers’ propos-

als must have both mixed-
income and affordable 
housing units in order to 
be considered, the RFP 
said. Proposals must also 
have more than 50 percent 
of units be two-bedroom 
apartments or at least 40 
percent must be family-size 
units.

But there were no spec-
ifications as to how many 
units must be affordable.

Housing started the 
public process to redevelop 
the lot months ago with a 
series of community meet-
ings.

The main concern 
voiced by community lead-
ers was what would happen 
to the parking spaces cur-
rently in Municipal Lot 3. 
City officials assured them 

the spots would be pre-
served.

“Proposals should 
address the 156 parking 
spaces that currently exist 
on the site with a feasible 
plan for replacement,” the 
RFP said.

The city first commit-
ted to the project Oct. 9, the 
same day the City Council 
passed the Willets Point re-
development, according to 
the office of Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferraras (D-East 
Elmhurst).

The Willets Point proj-
ect was originally approved 
by the Council in 2008, but 
was brought back for a sec-
ond vote when developers 
Related Cos. and Sterling 
Equities were selected and 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

This is not your moth-
er’s Democratic district 
leader race.

As Jackson Heights’ 
District Leader Jessica Ra-
mos and her Queens Demo-
cratic Party-backed chal-
lenger handed in petitions 
to run for the unpaid party 
position this week, gripes 
about campaign-related 
Facebook activity swept 
through Queens.

Ramos posted 
on her Facebook 
page last week “Pal-
estine” beside a 
pink heart symbol, 
eliciting questions 
about why she had only 
hinted at support for Pales-
tine.

While on 
the topic of so-
cial media, Ra-
mos pointed out 
that the Domini-

co-American Society of 
Queens, a nonprofit assist-
ing low-income minorities 

where her opponent Yanna 
Henriquez works, posted 
about an immigration-
related event and linked 
to the Facebook account of 
Henriquez’s campaign.

Nonprofits are barred 
from participating in politi-
cal campaign activity.

Ramos, currently 
one of four elected district 
leader by registered Demo-
crats in state Assembly-
man Francisco Moya’s (D-
Jackson Heights) territory, 
collaborates with fellow 
district leaders to help se-
lect the Queens Democratic 
Party’s leader and nomi-
nate civil and surrogate 
judges.

Ramos said her Face-
book post was a reaction to 

Jessica Ramos seeks re-elec-
tion as Democratic district 
leader in Jackson Heights. 

Photo courtesy Jessica Ramos

The MTA released a map of locations on Long Island where buses would pick up LIRR passengers if 
there is a strike. Map courtesy MTA

Jax Hts district leader race
grows heated on Facebook

Housing asks for bids in development 
of Flushing lot into affordable units

Queens braces for looming LIRR strike
Commuters prepare for worst as talks resume between unions and Metropolitan Transit Authority

Continued on Page 62
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

In response to a grow-
ing number of recent resi-
dent complaints, state As-
semblyman Ed Braunstein 
(D-Bayside) has written leg-
islation that aims to outlaw 
clothing donation boxes not 
associated with legitimate 
charities.

Braunstein held a news 
conference last week to an-
nounce a bill, which he said 
he plans to introduce when 
the next legislative session 
begins that seeks to make 
it illegal for any company 
that is not a registered 
501(c)(3) charitable organi-
zation to place a clothing 
donation bin on public or 
private property.

The legislation also 
calls for a $250 first-offense 
fine for breaking the law 
followed by $500 for each 
additional infraction.

City law currently 
bans any donation bins 
from being placed any-
where on public property, 
but the five boroughs have 
recently seen an increase 
in bins falsely representing 
charities being dropped on 
private property without 
consent.

“You can’t walk down 
the block without seeing 
one of these things,” Braun-
stein said. “They’re just 
popping up everywhere.”

Under the current city 
administrative code, the 
city Sanitation Department 
cannot remove the bins un-
til 30 days after receiving a 
complaint, which has cre-
ated a pattern of companies 
moving bins off an unap-
proved site after 29 days 

before the city confiscates 
them. Braunstein’s bill also 
seeks to amend that law, 
making it legal for the city 
to remove the bins immedi-
ately.

“The problem is the 
30-day period,” Braunstein 
said. “But we’re hopeful 
that a financial penalty 
would discourage compa-
nies from doing this.”

The growing number 
of illegal bins has garnered 
attention from community 
boards and civic groups re-
cently as residents have be-
gun complaining about the 
increase in donation boxes 
that are not associated with 
real charities. Braunstein 
said he and other local lead-
ers believe the owners of the 
bins are collecting clothes 
and shoes and selling them 
for personal profit.

“When clothing is de-
posited in a sidewalk bin, 
donors are entitled to know 
that they are giving to a le-
gitimate charity,” Warren 
Schreiber, president of the 
Bay Terrace Community 
Alliance, said. “The cloth-
ing should go to those in 
need. Clothing bins placed 
on sidewalks by fake chari-
ties create a sanitation 
problem and hurt those 
who will best be able to use 
the clothing.”

Braunstein said he 
plans to formally introduce 
the bill into the Assembly 
in early January and will 
make a point to stress to his 
colleagues how important 
it is to begin regulating do-
nation bins.

He said the growing 
support from business 

BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
Lawmakers across the 

city criticized an organiza-
tion this week that was seen 
flying a large swastika ban-
ner over some of the city’s 
beaches last weekend, in-
cluding Rockaway Beach.

A plane carrying a 
banner that had the anti-
Semitic symbol paired with 
a peace sign and a heart 
was spotted flying over 
Brighton Beach, Brooklyn, 
and the Rockaways Satur-
day. The symbols were fol-
lowed by the URL proswas-
tika.org, which identifies 
itself as a group aiming to 
return the swastika symbol 
to its original connotation 
of peace.

The website issued a 
new release July 10, say-
ing the advertisement to 
be flown that weekend was 
paid for by a group called 
the International Raelian 
Movement, which claims 
to exist in order to push a 
“swastika rehabilitation 
effort.”

The movement, whose 
U.S. headquarters are lo-
cated in Las Vegas, is a 

UFO religion founded by 
a former French racing 
driver back in the 1970s. A 
spokesman for the group 
told USA Today the group 
is not anti-Semitic but is in-

stead a peace-loving, paci-
fist organization.

After hundreds of 
beach-goers in Brooklyn 
and Queens saw the banner 
fly across the sky, elected 

officials said they received 
complaints from constitu-
ents about the advertising, 
and some leaders said they 
have begun looking into 
ways to better regulate it.

“When I first saw it, I 
couldn’t believe I was see-
ing a swastika with a heart 
and a peace sign,” state 
Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-
Howard Beach) said after 
the banner flew through 
his district. “What both-
ered me most is that some 
organization is hiding be-
hind free speech, but they 
don’t realize that symbol 
means so much more to my 
constituents. It’s a symbol 
of hatred, torture and mur-
der.”

Lew Simon, district 
leader for the Rockaways, 
said he was “mortified” to 
see the banner flying above 
the beach Saturday and 
said a photo posted to Face-
book immediately attracted 
dozens of comments from 
people angry at the ad that 
he said was “in poor taste.”

“Everybody has their 
First Amendment rights 
to their beliefs, but don’t 

BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
Roughly one-third of 

the city’s most overcrowd-
ed schools are in Queens, 
a recent report from city 
Comptroller Scott Stringer 
said.

In an audit released 
last month that studied 
New York City’s 59 most 
overused public schools 
from 2010-12, 20 schools 
named on the list were in 
Queens, with at least one 
school coming from each of 
the borough’s seven educa-
tion districts.

Stringer’s report 
shows that the 20 Queens 
schools on the list operated 
between 152 percent and 
188 percent of their total ca-
pacity during the two years 

the audit surveyed.
District 28 — made 

up of central and southern 
Queens neighborhoods in-
cluding Jamaica, Forest 
Hills, Richmond Hill, Ja-
maica Estates, Rego Park, 
South Ozone Park and Kew 
Gardens — had six schools 
on Stringer’s audit of the 
most overcrowded facili-
ties, the most of any district 
in the borough.

The most overcrowded 
school in the borough, ac-
cording to the report, is PS 
303 in Forest Hills, which 
listed an enrollment of 210 
students for the 2011-12 
school year, almost twice its 
112-student capacity. Forest 
Hills High School came in 
second, with an enrollment 
of 3,834 students against its 

2,064-student capacity, a 
utilization of 186 percent.

Four other Queens 
high schools — Francis 
Lewis, the International 
High School at LaGuardia, 
Long Island City and Flush-
ing — also made the list of 
the borough’s most over-
crowded buildings.

Stringer said in a  re-
lease that the audit was 

focused on how the city 
Department of Education 
handled the overcrowding 
and steps it did or did not 
take to lessen the number of 
buildings operating beyond 
their capacity. Stringer 
criticized the DOE and said 
his audit found no evidence 
that the agency took any ac-
tion to act on the issue dur-

Francis Lewis High School was one of 20 Queens schools named on 
a list of the city’s 50 most over-crowded schools.

A swastika banner flown over New York City’s beaches last week-
end has outraged Rockaway residents and elected officials. 

Photo by Kelsey Durham

State Assemblyman Ed Braunstein speaks at a news conference 
to announce a bill aimed at outlawing clothing donation boxes not 
associated with charities. Photo courtesy Ed Braunstein

Third of city’s crowded schools in boro

Rockaways irate at banner
Residents, lawmakers outraged by swastika ad fl own over beach

Braunstein seeks end 
to phony charity bins

Continued on Page 62

Continued on Page 57

Continued on Page 10
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BY BILL PARRY
 
U.S. Rep. Carolyn Ma-

loney (D-Astoria) called on 
Congress to extend the Ter-
rorism Risk Insurance Act 
at Ground Zero Saturday.

With time running out 
on the legislative calender, 
she said quick action is 
needed to prevent the pro-
gram’s expiration, which 
Maloney called vital to New 
York’s economy.

“After 9/11 you couldn’t 
get insurance for a hot dog 
stand, development stalled 
and New York was slow 
to rebuild, then Congress 
passed the Terrorism Risk 
Insurance Act,” Maloney 
said. “Now the program is 
set to expire, but the threat 
of another attack is still 
there and New York’s sta-
diums, theaters and iconic 
buildings will lose their 
insurance, making our city 
even more vulnerable. The 
program doesn’t cost tax-
payers a dime, but congres-
sional gridlock combined 

with opposition from hard-
line Republicans puts the 
program and our economy 
at great danger.”

Meanwhile, U.S. Rep. 
Peter King (R-Massapequa 
Park) is leading a revolt in-
side the Republican camp, 
according to the New York 
Times. King claims to have 
the backing of 25 to 30 Re-
publicans from metropoli-
tan areas, unhappy with 
the effort to pare federal 
terrorism insurance.

Maloney, the lead 
Democratic sponsor of a 
bill to renew the program, 
objects to a provision of a 
bill passed by House Re-
publicans on the Financial 
Services Committee, which 
would reduce federal sup-
port for areas vulnerable 
to attack by increasing the 
TRIA “trigger,” or the point 
at which the government 
would step in to help, by 500 
percent.

This would make ter-
rorism insurance less 
available to businesses, be-

cause it would force small- 
and medium-size insurers 
out of the market entirely.

That legislation is like-

ly to receive a vote on the 
House floor in the next two 
weeks. The U.S. Senate is 
expected to take action on 

a stronger TRIA reauthori-
zation in the coming weeks 
as well.

Warren Heck, chair-
man and CEO of Greater 
New York Mutual Insur-
ance Co., said, “I am deeply 
concerned with a number 
of extreme changes in the 
TRIA House bill, particu-
larly the increase in the 
trigger from $100 million to 
$500 million, that I believe 
will have a devastating im-
pact on the U.S. business 
community and economy.”

The concern was 
shared by Steven Spinola, 
president of the Real Estate 
Board of New York.

“The extension of 
TRIA is critical to ensur-
ing jobs and revenue that 
are generated by building 
iconic landmarks in New 
York and   across the nation 
can continue to operate and 
grow. New York City is a 
symbol of freedom across 
our country and the world 
and therefore remains a 
target.”

A study by the Rand 
Corp. found that elimi-
nating TRIA would cost 
taxpayers as much as $7 
billion in the event of an 
attack. The greater federal 
spending would result from 
the need for greater federal 
disaster assistance due to 
an increase in uninsured 
losses.

After the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks, many insurance 
companies excluded ter-
rorism events from their 
insurance policies. As a re-
sult, Congress passed TRIA 
as a three-year temporary 
program in 2002, which cre-
ated a federal backstop to 
protect against terrorism-
related losses.

The program has been 
extended twice and Malo-
ney is calling for a third 
extension, this one for five 
years.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney says extension of the Terrorism 
Risk Insurance Act is imperative for the city’s economy. 

Maloney urges Congress to extend terror act

Accepting Most 
Insurance Plans

We Accept:
Blue Cross 

Blue Shield, 
Blue View & 

Most Eyemed 
Insurance

WE ARE A GVS 
PROVIDER

Please call us 
to see if we 

accept  your 
insurance

NO–LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses 
w/ Metal Frames

$9999
Exam Not Included

VARILUX
Progressive Lenses
(No–Line Bifocals)
w/ Metal Frames

$16999

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside

718–279–2020
Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 10 - 530 
Tues. & Thurs. 11 - 730  - 430OF BAYSIDE

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES
$6999

Including Free Eye Exam

BUY 1 PAIR 
OF GLASSES 

RECEIVE 1 PAIR 
OF EQUAL OR LESSER 

VALUE*

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be 
combined with any other offers, promotions, 

Free Eye Exam 
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Limited Time Only!
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DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone
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BREAKING NEWS

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Growing up in Forest 
Hills, Thomas Erdelyi was 
always really into music.

The last surviving 
original member of The Ra-
mones died last week at the 
age of 65 and was remem-
bered by one of his oldest 
friends as the driving force 
behind Queens’ seminal 
punk band.

“He got them all to-
gether and developed the 
sound, the look and feel 
of the group,” said Monte 
Melnick, who grew up with 
Erdelyi and served as The 
Ramones’ tour manager for 
22 years. “He was a great 
character and was an amaz-
ing musician.”

Erdelyi, commonly 
known by his stage name 
“Tommy Ramone,” was 
born in Hungary and 
moved to Queens with his 
family in 1957. He attended 
Stephen A. Halsey Junior 
High School in Rego Park 
and then Forest Hills High 
School, where he met his 
bandmates, Johnny, Dee 
Dee and Joey.

Melnick, who many 
consider to be the “fifth Ra-
mone,” recalled his early 
days with Erdelyi, singing 
in the school chorus and go-
ing to countless concerts at 
the now-defunct Fillmore 
East rock venue in Manhat-
tan.

It was Erdelyi who 
convinced Melnick to start 
playing bass and together 
they started the rock bands 
Triad and Butch.

The Ramones eventu-
ally spawned out of a re-
cording studio Melnick and 
Erdelyi helped start togeth-
er in Manhattan.

Erdelyi started as the 
manager of the band, with 
Joey playing the drums and 
Dee Dee singing. His inten-
tion was to just produce 
their albums, as he had 
been working as a sound 
engineer at a record plant 
at the time, but Dee Dee had 
trouble singing and playing 
the bass at the same time, 
so Joey had to relinquish 
his drumming duties and 
took over lead vocals.

After a short search 
for a new drummer, the 
band failed to find someone 
who understood the sound 
the Ramones were looking 
for and Tommy hopped on 
the drum set.

“No one could really 
get what they were doing 
in the beginning,” Melnick 
said.

The band played some 
of their first shows in Man-
hattan’s shuttered CBGB’s 
club in the mid-1970s before 
signing with Sire Records 
and releasing their debut 
album in 1976.

Erdelyi played drums 
on the band’s first three 
albums before deciding the 
constant touring was tak-
ing a toll on him. He was 
then replaced by Marky 
Ramone, but continued to 
produce the band’s albums 
afterward.

“He was burning out 
on the road,” Melnick said. 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Former City Council-
man Dan Halloran’s attor-
ney questioned an upstate 
developer cooperating 
with the government about 
whether his first meeting 
with the Bayside Republi-
can breached FBI protocol 
and whether he celebrated 
the legislator’s arrest with 
a trip to Florida.

Halloran is on trial in 
White Plains federal court 
for allegedly acting as a 
power broker in state Sen. 
Malcolm Smith’s (D-Hollis) 
ploy to allegedly bribe New 
York City county Republi-
can parties into authoriz-
ing him to run for mayor 
on the GOP line.

Government infor-
mant Moses Stern, who has 
pleaded guilty to defraud-
ing Citibank out of $126 
million in an unrelated 
case, took the stand to de-
scribe his dealings with 
Halloran.

Halloran’s attorney, 
Vinoo Varghese, displayed 
Stern’s plea deal, which 
contained dozens of charg-
es, before jurors Tuesday 
and asked whether the 
Rockland County developer 
secretly recorded his Aug. 
22, 2012, meeting with Hal-
loran before the FBI read 
required guidelines to him 
Aug. 29, 2012.

Moses said he was told 
the FBI was investigat-
ing Halloran and without 
thinking to ask agents for 
permission, he purchased a 
recorder, taped an encoun-
ter with the Bayside Repub-
lican and then handed it 
over to the FBI.

“They told me that’s 
not the way the operation 
works,” Moses said. “That 
was one time.”

When Varghese in-
quired whether he cel-
ebrated Halloran’s arrest 
last spring with a trip to a 
private island in Key West, 
Moses said his brother 
financed it because of 
safety concerns, particu-
larly death threats lodged 
against his children.

“Cooperating is a very 
difficult thing where I live, 
to some degree punishable 
by death,” Moses said of 
the Orthodox Jewish com-
munity.

U.S. Attorney Preet 
Bharara said Halloran re-
ceived about $20,500 for ne-
gotiating Smith’s quest for 
the GOP line and requested 
that he be named the dep-
uty police commissioner 
if the southeast Queens 
senator wound up in Gracie 
Mansion.

In another alleged 
bribery scheme, prosecu-
tors said Halloran agreed 
to route city discretionary 
funding to Stern and an 
undercover FBI agent, who 
Halloran believed was a 
wealthy business partner 

of Stern’s, in exchange for 
$24,800 in donations for his 
own failed congressional 
bid.

Stern said he never 
received campaign finance 
forms or heard Halloran 
inquire about them, when 
asked by Assistant U.S. At-
torney Douglas Bloom.

Similarly, Stern said 
Halloran did not ask for 
any paperwork related to 
the exchange involving dis-
cretionary funding.

Varghese questioned 
Stern’s background, high-
lighting a slew of crimes in 
his plea deal, from install-
ing a bathtub in a public 
housing unit to defrauding 
Citibank and asked if he 
had agreed to cooperate 
with the government in a 

bid to bargain down the 
prospect of a 455-year pris-
on sentence.

Stern said he admitted 
to several crimes after be-
ing charged with three and 
looking at up to a decade be-
hind bars.

“Maybe it’s a way for 
me to repay my debt to soci-
ety,” he said of his decision 
to work with the FBI.

Varghese is expected to 
finish calling his witnesses 
soon and said he would put 
Halloran on the stand, ac-
cording to a spokesman for 
prosecutors.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Former City Councilman Daniel Halloran leaves court after his indictment.

Monte Melnick and Tommy (Ramone) Erdelyi played in a band 
called Triad together in 1968. Photo courtesy Monte Melnick

FBI informant questioned
Cooperating witness takes stand in Dan Halloran’s corruption trial

Ramones drummer 
dies in Ridgewood

Continued on Page 46
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OZONE PARK — Police were searching 
for a suspect they said tried to use a stolen 
credit card at an Ozone Park pharmacy in 
May.

The NYPD said a man attempted to pur-
chase a carton of cigarettes from a Rite Aid, 
at 96-02 Rockaway Blvd., just after 11:30 p.m. 
May 14 with a credit card that was reported 
stolen earlier that day from inside a vehicle 
at the corner of 97th Avenue and 98th Street.

Police said the suspect is described as a 
male with light skin.

Anyone with information about the in-
cident is asked to contact the NYPD’s Crime 
Stoppers Hot Line at 1-800-577-TIPS or by log-

If you think it’s impossible to  your home,

THINK AGAIN!
Even if you were turned down before, you may now qualify

for the .

HSOSTNA

Contact  Emily Y. Lui - Mortgage Consultant 
at 347.276.8123 to learn more.

If the new loan is secured by your primary residence and the unpaid principal balance exceeds the property’s fair market value, the 
interest on the portion of the unpaid principal balance that is greater than the fair market value of your primary residence is not 
deductible for federal income tax purposes. You should consult a tax advisor for further information regarding the deductibility of 
interest and charges.

Copyright © 2014 Emigrant Mortgage Company, Incorporated - NMLS#1577 (Emigrant). All rights reserved. Emigrant Mortgage Company is a subsidiary of Emigrant Bank. 
Member FDIC. Emigrant is an Equal Opportunity Lender and an Equal Opportunity Employer. The information, products and services contained in this advertisement are 
believed to be correct but may include inaccuracies, typographical errors and/or omissions. Emigrant does not guarantee the accuracy of the data contained herein. This is not 
an offer or guarantee to extend consumer credit by Emigrant. Program guidelines, terms and/or conditions are subject to change by Emigrant without notice. All loans are 
subject to submission of a complete application, underwriting review and credit and property approval by Emigrant. Not all products, and/or programs, or incentives are 
available in all states and/or localities and/or for all loan amounts.  Other restrictions and limitations may apply. New York Mortgage Banker License*, New York State 
Department of Financial Services, One State Street, New York, New York, 10004  Emigrant is registered or licensed with the Banking Departments or Divisions in CT, DE, FL, 
MA, NH, NJ, NY* and PA./// 04/15/2014 *Mortgage Banker activities authorized pending issuance.

NMLS#344503

EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

LAURELTON — Police were in-
vestigating the death of a 10-month-old 
Laurelton boy who was found uncon-
scious and unresponsive in his home 
late Thursday night.

Responding authorities rushed 
Jeremiah Willis-Hurley to Franklin 
General Hospital, where he was pro-
nounced dead, police said.

There were no signs of vis-
ible trauma on the child, according 
to cops, and the investigation into his 
death was ongoing.

JACKSON HEIGHTS — Police from the 115th Precinct 
were still looking for an individual wanted for a burglary 
that took place June 7 at 10 p.m. at a house on 70th Street.

The suspect forcibly entered the front door of an apart-
ment and fled without taking any property.

The suspect is described as a male Hispanic in his 40s 
who walks with a limp and uses a cane.

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Laurelton baby found dead in home: NYPD

115th Precinct on the hunt for a burglar

Authorities say a baby was found dead in his home 
on 141st Road. Photo by Christina Santucci

Police were searching for a suspect who al-
legedly used a stolen credit card in Ozone 
Park. Photo courtesy NYPD

This suspect is wanted for 
a June 7 burglary on 70th 
Street in Jackson Heights.

Man tried to use stolen credit card: Police

SOUTH JAMAICA — Police were searching for the gunman who opened fire dur-
ing an early morning incident that left one man injured Monday.

The shooting occurred at approximately 3:30 a.m. in the vicinity of 126th Avenue 
and Merrick Boulevard.

Police said the victim received a gunshot wound, but his injuries where not life-
threatening. He was taken to an area hospital where he was listed in stable condition.

Anyone with information can call the police hotline at 1-800-777-TIPS.

Cops looking for South Jamaica shooter
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Beautifully designed, 
built to last.

Charles H. Gamarekian
Founder/Chairman/CEO

BACKYARD PATIOS & OUTDOOR LIVING ROOMS  PAVINGSTONES  WALL SYSTEMS

With ArmorTec®

Both Cambridge pavingstones shown above were installed in
residential driveways in 2006 (Photos taken in January 2010).

Plan your total patio makeover with Cambridge! 

Without ArmorTec®

VISIT: www.allboromason.comCALL: 718-805-2100

All Boro Mason Supply
101-42 99th Street

Ozone Park, NY 11416
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Relatives held a can-
dlelight vigil Sunday for 
an 11-month-old boy, who 
police said was allegedly 
murdered by his mother at 
her Elmhurst apartment.

Nicole Kelly, 22, was 
arrested and charged with 
second-degree murder 
on charges of suffocating 
Kiam Felix Jr. last Sunday, 
authorities said.

“I’m not angry, I just 
don’t know how to feel. It’s 
like a feeling of numbness,” 
Sonny Southerland, the 
boy’s grandfather, told re-
porters in front of Kelly’s 
apartment on 52nd Street. 
“He was so wonderful.”

A small crowd of tear-
ful family members, all 
wearing white, gathered 
there to light candles and 
remember the child.

The day Kiam died, 
Kelly allegedly told re-
sponding authorities she 
had wrapped a sheet around 
the child’s face and watched 
him struggle to breath be-
fore leaving him for half an 
hour, police said.

The mother then took 
a shower and returned to 
find the boy blue and un-
responsive, according to a 

criminal complaint filed by 
the Queens district attor-
ney’s office.

She then called Kiam’s 
father several hours later 
and told him the boy had 
stopped breathing, the com-
plaint said.

The two then rushed 
the boy to Elmhurst Gener-
al Hospital, where doctors 
worked on him for at least 
25 minutes, but by that time 
it was too late.

“I reached my break-
ing point, I didn’t want him 
anymore,” she allegedly 
told police, according to the 
DA’s office.

Kelly’s sister, Tanisha 
Gordon, said she had ab-
solutely no indication that 

something like this would 
happen.

“She’s not a monster. 
She was a good sister, a 
good mother. She took care 
of him. He was a happy, 
healthy baby,” she said. “I 
know she was a good mother 
and this wasn’t something 
that was premeditated. She 
was a good mom.”

The family has not set 
a date for the boy’s funeral 
but asked for donations 
be made to a scholarship 
that has been set up in his 
memory.

“We’re trying to keep 
it together. Kiam is strug-
gling and we’re all strug-
gling,” Southerland said.

Kiam Felix (c.) gathers with the Rev. Kevin McCall (r.) and fami-
ly members to grieve the death of his son in Elmhurst. 

Photo by Alex Robinson

Family of dead baby grieves 
at Elmhurst candlelight vigil
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� Online Banking 
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       MSI-U 

The Ugly Face of
D e p r e s s i o n

The Ugly Face of
D e p r e s s i o n

Not Seeing Results from your Antidepressant?
If you’ve tried treatment for depression and found that it didn’t help enough, 
you may be interested to know that doctors in your area are conducting a 
research study with an investigational, add-on anti-depressant medication. If 
you are 21-70 years of age, you may be eligible to receive evaluation of your 
depression with our Board Certified physician, study medication or placebo, 
and visits to our private clinic, all at no cost. Please call for more information. 

(212) 595-5012
The Medical Research Network, LLC

134 E. 93rd St, NY, NY 10128    www.MedicalResearchNetwork.com

owners and local business 
improvement districts will 
hopefully help other law-

makers see that the prob-
lem is “out of control” and 
needs to be addressed.

“I think it’s really 
starting to grow at an ex-
ponential rate,” Braunstein 
said. “It’s on everybody’s 

block these days. I think 
this is something that’s 
bothering a lot of different 
communities, so I’m con-
fident that we’ll have a lot 
of support and can get it 
through.”

Continued from Page 5 

DropBox
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

*  Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases of Hunter Douglas window fashions with the PowerRise® or PowerGlide® motorized system made 6/14/14 – 9/15/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the 
form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional 
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PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service 
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

Swipe, tap, enjoy. 
You just brightened your outlook.
Hunter Douglas motorized window fashions can be operated by our remote control, 
wireless wall switch or Platinum™ App on your Apple® mobile device.** Ask for details.
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12 EDITORIAL

OTHER VOICES

Supreme Court ruling wrong for unions

T
he U.S. Supreme 
Court made a wrong 
decision when it 
ruled that some pub-

lic workers who benefit 
from union negotiations 
and protections do not need 
to bother paying for them.

A handful of home 
care aides in Illinois, who 
want it both ways, enjoyed 
seeing their wages almost 
double in a decade and had 
no problem accepting the 
trophies of health insur-
ance, safety improvements 
in their workplace and the 
professional support and 
training that were a result 

of collective bargaining.
But they want to be 

part of the collection of 
beneficiaries of union dues 
without being a part of the 
collection of dues-paying 
members. They just felt it 
was coming to them and, in 
a perfect world, dues-pay-
ers would carry the freight 
for them.

But we do not live in a 
perfect world. The conser-
vative majority of Supreme 
Court justices, whose 
“right to starve” disciple-
ship sits well with their 
“right to work” philosophy, 
seized upon the opportu-

nity to treat this case as a 
prologue to a sordid drama 
of a larger, sinister agenda: 
the reduction of the middle-
class to serfdom.

Of course, their doc-
trine is camouflaged in 
legal language and crafted 
to sound impeccably rea-
soned, but it is unreason-
able and reactionary. Jus-
tice Samuel Alito deplored 
the “indefensible ... aggres-
sive use of [union] power” 
in the union’s position that 
all its beneficiaries bear 
a “fair share” of the fruits 
that the union has won for 
them.

Alito used the precise 
phrases “generally insuf-
ficient” and “something 
of an anomaly” with keen 
inexactness to blunt the 
razor-edged opposing argu-
ment.

The Supreme Court 
has thrown lye into the 
eyes of the people who are 
the backbone of our coun-
try and who grew up with 
the eroding notion that it 
rewards us all equally with 
the dignity of voice and 
self-determination.

Ron Isaac
Bayside

THE LOOMING STRIKE
Brinksmanship is at the heart of the collective bar-

gaining dance, but as the LIRR strike loomed next week, 
the threat of a walkout weighed heavily on people in 
Queens trying to plan their lives.

The acrimony between the LIRR’s unions and the 
MTA board was all too apparent. Talks broke down Mon-
day after only 45 minutes. The union chairman sent out 
a letter saying the workers planned to strike July 20 and 
would begin winding down service later in the week. The 
frustrated MTA chairman said the two sides were divided 
“not by a gap but a gulf.”

There are arguments to be made on behalf of both 
labor and management in this battle, and the stakes are 
high for the 300,000 riders who travel on the nation’s larg-
est commuter railroad.

New York City’s economy could take a hit if workers 
from Long Island can’t make it to their jobs in Manhattan, 
Brooklyn and Queens, while summer playgrounds on Fire 
Island and in the Hamptons could be at risk if tourists 
without wheels can’t reach their beaches.

Queens’ economic beat could be disrupted by thou-
sands of cars pouring into park-and-ride sites near major 
subway stations in the borough, while shuttle buses would 
add to the chaos.

Behind all these doomsday scenarios is the divergent 
interests dividing labor from management in an era when 
unions have far less clout than they did 30 years ago.

The LIRR union members worked without a con-
tract for more than two years and expect to be rewarded 
for their perseverance. They are demanding a 17 percent 
wage increase over six years, while the MTA has offered 
the same hike over a seven-year period to secure the sav-
ings needed for keeping fare increases in check.

Perhaps most troubling for labor is the MTA’s insis-
tence that new employees get a lesser benefit package than 
current employees, a move that could weaken the unions.

A strike is not an option in this case. The leaders of 
both sides must go back to the table, put their wounded 
egos on hold and be prepared to give enough to get a new 
contract for the 5,400 workers whose job is to make the 
trains run on time.

Forgotten in the rhetoric is the LIRR rider, who is en-
titled to more than an alternative plan to get to work next 
week.

A reluctant Gov. Cuomo, up for re-election this year, 
needs to join the fray and broker a settlement. He played a 
major role in the city transit workers’ recent contract. As 
for our mayor, he will be in Italy on vacation as his young 
administration could face its biggest test yet.
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Stop going after Wall Street

I
nterestingly, on June 
25, the City Council 
released a joint report 
— “Thousands of Ho-

meowners Still Drown-
ing in Underwater Mort-
gages” — which found that 
private-labeled securitized 
mortgages, like high-in-
terest and subprime, that 
contributed to the bursting 
housing bubble and eco-
nomic collapse of 2008 are 
disproportionately high in 
African-American and La-
tino neighborhoods of New 
York City.

Now, liberal Council 
members, such as Jumaane 
Williams (D-Brooklyn) and 
I. Daneek Miller (D-Jamai-
ca), are proposing that the 
city use eminent domain to 
seize the mortgages and re-
duce the owed principal.

But which social engi-
neers were responsible for 
the 2008 housing bubble and 
the present mortgage debt 
crisis in the first place?

From 1997-2001, Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo was the 
U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Develop-
ment secretary and Mayor 
Bill de Blasio was the HUD 
regional director HUD for 
New York and New Jersey 

in 1997, during President 
Bill Clinton’s administra-
tion.

Embracing hook, line 
and sinker, the Community 
Reinvestment Act of 1977 
and amendments thereof in 
the 1990s required federal 
bank regulatory authori-
ties to encourage banks to 
lend to poor credit risks, es-
pecially blacks and Latinos, 
and other laws encouraged 
Fannie Mae and Freddie 
Mac, federally sponsored 
owners and insurers of 
mortgages, to increase 
mortgage loan guarantees 
to low- and middle-income 
families.

Cuomo pushed Fannie 
and Freddie to buy more 
home loans issued to poor 
minority homeowners and 
issue lower-grade, mort-
gage-backed securities as 
part of his social engineer-
ing attempt to integrate 
minorities into homeown-
ership, all of which led to 
corporate collapse in Sep-
tember 2008 (Richard A. 
Posner, “A Failure of Capi-
talism: The Crisis of ’08 and 
the Descent into Depres-
sion,” Harvard University 
Press, 2009, pages 240-42).

Banks were pressured, 

wrote Posner, by federal bu-
reaucrats then, as well as 
presently under the Obama 
administration, “to relax 
mortgage standards in or-
der to expand homeowner-
ship.”

Now we see the Coun-
cil interfering with the 
threat of eminent domain 
if lenders do not reduce 
the principal on these sub-
prime mortgages, which 
are the result of the liberal, 
public policies of Cuomo 
and de Blasio at HUD more 
than a decade ago.

They contributed to 
the economic crisis of 2008 
due to their egalitarian, 
socially engineered inter-
ventions into the American 
free market economy. Now 
we see the same liberals 
arguing for further inter-
vention through eminent 
domain under the guise of 
protecting the interests of 
racial minorities allegedly 
victimized by the white 
banking hegemony.

The criminal culprits 
are in Albany and City 
Hall, not Wall Street.

Joseph Manago
Briarwood

Show Rockaways some love
R

ockaway Beach, the 
land of no!

No lifeguards, 
no swimming, no 

beaches, no boardwalk, 
no free bridges, no decent 
roadways, no quick trans-
portation, no Rockaway 
Beach line, no Playland, no 
ferry, no business, no mon-

ey, no jobs, no Peninsula 
Hospital.

No trust in a bloated, 
corrupt, dishonest, incom-
petent, over-regulated gov-
ernment.

We hope the new 
mayor will clean up this 
government-made disaster. 
We do have a new speeding 

camera!
We love and hope for 

Rockaway. Please help us, 
Mr. Mayor.

Philip McManus
Rockaway Park

LIRR strike would be devastating

T
he Long Island Rail 
Road strike is fast ap-
proaching, and I fear 
a devastating effect 

on our economy.
I think this strike 

would not affect the 1 per-
cent but the 99 percent who 
depend on the rails to get to 
work. This will not just af-
fect the 300,000 who travel 

by the LIRR but those who 
travel in by buses as well.

Many of these buses 
will be diverted to accom-
modate the many who can-
not get in by rail. Added to 
that many will be forced 
to drive in, and that will 
add to traffic gridlock and 
make our highways one 
mass parking lot.

I hope, like many New 
Yorkers, that this will not 
occur. I pray a compromise 
will take place and that 
common sense will prevail.

The good of the many 
outweighs the good of the 
few.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village

Bring every troop home now

T
he shear dishonesty, 
let alone outright ab-
sence of patriotism, of 
even questioning the 

exchange of five uncharged 
terrorists for one American 
soldier is disgusting, and 
those shameless dissidents 
who are condemning Presi-
dent Barack Obama for do-
ing so should hang their 
heads if they are not in fact 
devoid of shame.

“Leave no soldier be-
hind” has certainly been 
the battle cry in wars as 
long as I can remember. It 
certainly was during World 
War II as well as the Kore-
an War. The thought other-
wise was inconceivable.

We judge the behavior 
of our service personnel 
here at home and not in the 
news media or political op-
portunism. That we even 
consider not trading these 
four “evil geniuses” back 
to their tribes, who have al-
ready been replaced since 
they are all alike, it would 
therefore affect either their 
or our resolve and would 
compromise our efforts is 
ludicrous.

What is clear is that if 
Obama wants the trade, it is 
just downright wrong. “No” 
is the positive cry from the 
present negative contor-
tion of the once Grand Old 
Party.

The old Frank Buck, 
“Bring them back alive” 
mantra is a great pattern. 
If indeed they are now go-
ing to kill less of us in order 
to capture more of our sol-
diers alive for trade, bring 
them on. To return more of 
our fighting men and wom-
en back home while emp-
tying out Cheney’s county 
club and America’s black 
eye — Guantanamo — we 
not only kill two preda-
tory birds with one stroke 
but replace them with the 
proud American eagle.

Nicholas Zizelis
Bayside
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T
he recent death of 
highly respected 
Queens Republican 
Party Chairman Phil 

Ragusa has created a diffi-
cult situation for the party. 
Ragusa had led his county 
organization through one 
of its most difficult times in 
recent years.

Aside from shrinking 
party enrollment and the 
loss of some key seats in the 
state Legislature, the coun-
ty chairman had to deal 
with a continuous county 
insurgency against him 
and his organization.

Every time he ran for 

re-election for county Re-
publican leader, he had an 
opponent. This opposition 
continued through his two-
year term of office.

These insurgent at-
tacks had the effect of 
causing Ragusa and his 
organization to devote time 
and resources to confront-
ing the insurgency, which 
meant less time and effort 
were available to choosing 
candidates and running po-
litical campaigns against 
Democrats.

Ragusa stood out as a 
strong leader who inspired 
his organization, though. 
For the most part he was 
able to keep his people 
working together for com-
mon objectives.

In addition to fac-
ing opposition for county 
leader, Ragusa was also the 
district leader of the 26th 
state Assembly District in 

northeast Queens. During 
his tenure as chairman, he 
was challenged twice at the 
polls by opponents seeking 
to oust him from the posi-
tion.

He won re-election as 
district leader both times 
by wide margins. These 
election victories gave a 
good indication of his popu-
larity.

It was during the City 
Council races in 2009 that 
Ragusa established his 
leadership credentials. 
That year the Republicans 
won three seats on the 
Council. It was unexpected 
and gave prestige to the 
county leader and county 
organization.

Ragusa also worked 
well with the state Repub-
lican Party and other coun-
ties as well.

It will be difficult to 
take his place as county 

leader, but it will be worked 
on by county executive 
members. The Queens Re-
publican Party was fortu-
nate to have Ragusa as its 
leader for the time it did.

Recently, the Queens 
Village Republican Club 
had Republican-Conser-
vative gubernatorial can-
didate Rob Astorino as its 
guest speaker. Most politi-
cal writers up to this point 
seem to believe Gov. An-
drew Cuomo is ahead of 
Astorino.

There are some signs 
that give Astorino a fight-
ing chance, though. First of 
all, Cuomo may be facing a 
Democratic Party primary 
this year which, if it hap-

pens, will possibly take 
up considerable amounts 
of his time and resources, 
which could mean less time 
and resources for the fall 
general election against 
Astorino.

Astorino, when he 
first ran for county execu-
tive several years ago in 
Westchester County, was 
behind in the polls but able 
to win an upset victory. 
There is a possibility it 
could happen this time in 
the governor’s race.

We have seen another 
upset, where former U.S. 
House Majority Leader 
Eric Cantor (R-Virginia) 
was defeated in a Repub-
lican primary after being 
way ahead in the polls.

It seems that this year 
voters have developed a 
high degree of interest in 
the forthcoming election 
process.

In the 11th state Sen-
ate District, state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) and his 
Democratic challenger 
John Liu are gearing up for 
a tough primary election. 
Both candidates are known 
for being aggressive.

This is the district 
that was held by Republi-
can Frank Padavan for 38 
years. Avella has occupied 
that office for four years. It 
remains to be seen if he can 
continue to hold office.

We have a long politi-
cal season ahead of us with 
the summer leading up to 
the September primary for 
governor, Senate and state 
Assembly.

It will not be until the 
political party primaries 
are decided in September 
that the Republican and 
Democratic candidates will 
face each other in the No-
vember general election.

Late Queens GOP Chairman Ragusa will be missed

City should not grant variance for religious school in CB 8

A 
community facility 
desiring to legalize 
building violations 
and add another 

floor was just turned down 
by Community Board 8. The 
community facility is the 
Sephardic Congregation, 
on 72nd Avenue between 
Main and 141st streets, at 
141-41 72nd Ave.

The city zoning reso-
lution makes special pro-
visions for community 
facilities which are houses 
of worship, religious build-
ings, schools, hospitals, 
doctor’s offices, group 
homes and similar build-
ings designed for public 
use. These facilities are 
often given permission to 
build bigger than the usual 

zoning permits for housing 
or commercial use because 
they are valuable to the 
public.

This community facil-
ity is on a 40-by-100-foot lot, 
like other lots on the block, 
in an R4-1 zoning district 
which was a two-family 
dwelling dating back to the 
1940s. Plans were filed and 
the building that was built 
about 20 years ago was a 
temple/school.

But when the city De-
partment of Buildings ex-
amined the building in the 
1990s, it was realized there 
were substantial zoning 
violations.

The building has six 
non-compliances with the 
bulk provisions of the R4-1 
zoning. The front, side and 
rear yards are too small 
because the building was 
built too large. The build-
ing covers 62 percent of the 
lot but is supposed to cover 
55 percent. The building 
had 15 open building viola-

tions, mostly for not having 
a certificate of occupancy. 
Serious violations, which 
have existed for years, in-
clude no fire alarms and a 
broken elevator.

How could this build-
ing be permitted to remain 
open with hundreds of wor-
shipers, on certain days, 
and 70 elementary school 
children in classrooms in 
the basement and second 
floor? Several neighbors 
who oppose the granting of 
variances said they thought 
the stairs from the base-
ment and second floor were 
too narrow and that the fire 
escape was rusted.

The temple wanted two 
groups of variances, which 
are wavers of the zoning 
rules. The first wanted to 
legalize the current zoning 
violations. The applicants 
said they needed the vari-
ance to legalize what was 
illegal so they could fix the 
fire alarm and broken ele-
vator problems. This seems 

like double-talk to me so 
they could get their vari-
ances for the small yards 
they created illegally.

The second request 
was to obtain further vari-
ances so they could build a 
third floor with offices and 
classrooms on the building, 
which would add 115 more 
students plus teachers. The 
neighbors complain there 
is no play area for the chil-
dren who are there now.

There are currently 
complaints about lack of 
parking, bags of garbage 
put out for days and traf-
fic congestion during cur-

rent delivery and pick-up 
of students. No one men-
tioned that all the land is 
cemented over so there is 
no way for rainwater to be 
absorbed into the ground.

The building received 
a DOB violation May 7, 
1996, for $350 for not hav-
ing a valid certificate of 
occupancy, a $2,500 fine 
May 30, 2000, for work with 
an expired permit and 
another violation May 9, 
2001, for $2,476.44 for work 
with an expired permit. All 
these fines were paid, but 
couldn’t this money have 
been better used to repair 

the elevator?
The Queens Civic 

Congress, an umbrella or-
ganization of more than 
100 civic associations, has 
a policy that community 
facilities are fine if they 
are built on the footprint of 
any buildings acquired but 
are against non-conformity 
buildings.

CB 8 turned down both 
variances, the latter unani-
mously. They are currently 
before the borough presi-
dent and then will go to the 
city Board of Standards 
and Appeals.

GOOD AND BAD 
NEWS OF THE WEEK: 
Vaccines have been devel-
oped which can save lives. 
Schools require vaccina-
tions before a child can en-
ter school.

But the drug compa-
nies are making a fortune 
by increasing the cost of 
vaccines which are needed 
to prevent epidemics.

COLUMNS

William
Lewis

n

Bob
Harris

n There are currently complaints about 
a lack of parking, bags of garbage 

put out for days and traffi c at a 
congragation on 72nd Avenue.

He also served as 
a district leader.
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T
his is about Pope 
Francis and a lovely 
human being named 
Claudia.

The late Claudia Kaire 
Didul was the wife of a U.S. 
Army buddy of mine. Bill 
Didul grew up on Crescent 
Street in Long Island City 
and was the staff artist 
when I edited the weekly 
newspaper at Aberdeen 
Proving Ground.

Claudia grew up in 
a house near 112th Street 
in Richmond Hill, a block 
from Forest Park. Her fa-
ther was a native of Latvia. 
Her mother was from New 
Jersey. They were Episco-
palians and Claudia and 
Bill were married in the 

Church of the Resurrection 
in Richmond Hill. I was 
a member of the wedding 
party.

Bill and Claudia had 
met at an advertising agen-
cy. Bill got his degree from 
Cooper Union and had a 
successful career as an art-
ist. I was honored to be god-
father to their two daugh-
ters and son. For many 
years, they lived in Ards-
ley in Westchester County 
and Claudia would say, 
when calling the kids, that 
she “had the loudest voice 
in southern Westchester 
County.”

She continued to be a 
faithful and active Episco-
pal parishioner, although 
she found one rector of her 
church to be out of date, 
to say the least. Bill was a 
sometime attendee. The 
children were regulars.

I am writing about 
Claudia and Francis be-
cause I think they would 
have liked each other.

One Sunday, Claudia 
told Elaine and me, the rec-
tor announced that — and 
I think I have this quote 
correctly — “The bishop 
has asked us to pray for the 
poor.”

Claudia was furious.
Read that announce-

ment again and you can see 
why.

One of the things Clau-
dia and others had done 
was a “midnight patrol” 
once a week to bring food 
and other necessary items 
to the homeless in Manhat-
tan. They did not need the 
bishop to ask them to pray 
for the poor or to help those 
in need.

I was reminded of Clau-
dia and her outreach to the 
least of these when the Ro-
man Catholic bishops held 
their annual meeting re-
cently in New Orleans.

The only article I read 
about it, so far, had the 
headline “U.S. bishops seek 
to match Vatican in shift-

ing tone.” You can check it 
out. It was in the June 12 
New York Times.

No bishops from the 
tri-state area are quoted, 
although I am sure they 
were there. The sentiments 
of those quoted seem to be 
fairly universal.

Bishop Blase J. Cu-
pich, of Spokane, Washing-
ton, said he owns no furni-
ture and lives in a room in 
a seminary. He is making 
sure his diocesan budget 
emphasizes assisting the 
poor.

Bishop Gerald F. Ki-
canas, of Tucson, Arizona, 

said his agenda now focuses 
on poverty, homelessness, 
addiction, violence and im-
migration and he is mind-
ful of his own spending.

Archbishop Gregory 
M. Aymond, of New Or-
leans, said, “We don’t, per-
haps, at times talk enough 
about the poor, about the 
economy and we don’t per-
haps talk enough about 
reaching out to those with 
disabilities, those whose 
voices are not heard.”

Francis took the name 
of a rich young man who 
abandoned all his worldly 
possessions to devote him-
self and his followers to 
those in need. It would 
seem that what Francis is 
saying and doing may be 
resonating with his follow-
ers, on the highest levels of 
the church hierarchy.

I think Claudia Kaire 
Didul would like that. She 
did not need her bishop to 
tell her to pray and work 
for the poor. She and Fran-

cis, I think, are within six 
or fewer degrees of connec-
tions to the world around 
them, then and now.

Whether we profess a 
faith or not, it seems to me, 
we cannot and should not 
ignore the world around 
us.

We should be helping 
“the least of these.” Cer-
tainly in this, the richest 
country in the history of 
the world, that is not a goal 
beyond reach. Surely, in 
the city in the center of the 
universe it is something to 
strive for.

It is not a handout. It is 
a hand up, I believe.

Read my blog, No Holds 
Barred, at timesledger.com.

Do not just pray for the poor but actually help them out
Kenneth 
Kowald 

n We should be 
helping ‘the least 
of these.’ It is not 

a handout.
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A Flushing woman 
who performed illegal butt 
enhancement procedures 
in her home that sent one 
woman to the hospital was 
sentenced to two to three 
years in prison, Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown said Tuesday.

Liliana Coello, 41, 
pleaded guilty in May to 
unauthorized practice of a 
profession and an assault 
charge, the DA said.

“The defendant ex-
ploited the vanity of her 
customers by pretending 
to be qualified to perform 
a procedure — silicone 
buttocks injections — that 
in fact is illegal for even 
licensed medical profes-
sionals in New York state to 
perform,” Brown said.

Coello was arrested 
in 2012 after she injected 
silicone into a 40-year-old 
woman’s buttocks at her 
home, on 157th Street in 

Flushing, according to a 
criminal complaint filed by 
prosecutors. 

She charged the wom-
an $2,300 for the procedure, 
gave her a girdle to wear 
for support and told her the 
pain she was experiencing 
would go away after a few 
days, the complaint said.

The woman returned 
when the pain did not go 
away and Coello then in-
jected what she told the 
women was penicillin into 
areas where she was expe-
riencing redness and swell-
ing, the DA said.

She also injected Kra-
zy glue into the woman’s 
posterior on another visit, 
the complaint said.

When the woman fi-
nally went to the hospital, 
doctors discovered the 
areas Coello had injected 
were infected, according 
to the complaint. She had 
to spend several days at 
the hospital for treatment 
and has had to continue to 

return for treatment as the 
injections caused life-long 
complications, prosecutors 
said.

Doctors said the sub-
stance injected into the 
woman’s buttocks was also 
potentially life-threaten-
ing, the complaint said.

Coello was released on 
$10,000 bail and was await-
ing trial when she was re-
arrested in 2014 after an 
investigation revealed she 
had also performed a simi-
lar procedure on a woman 
in 2011, Brown said.

“She committed a seri-

ous crime that could have 
had fatal consequences for 
the victims had they not 
sought legitimate medical 
assistance elsewhere,” the 
DA said. “Even doing so, 
the procedures performed 
by the defendant could have 
potentially life-threatening 
consequences for the vic-
tims.”

Coello was sentenced 
to two years for the assault 
charge and an indetermi-
nate term of one to three 
years for the unauthorized 
practice of a profession, the 
DA said.

LILIANA COELLO
Photo courtesy NYPD

Flushing woman sentenced in butt injections case
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any other offers or discounts.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors.  License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

4 Convenient Locations

She committed a serious crime that 
could have had fatal consequences 
for the victims had they not sought 

legitimate medical assistance 
elsewhere.
Richard Brown
District Attorney
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

A Flushing man who 
pleaded guilty earlier this 
year to promoting child 
pornography was sentenced 
last week to serve two to six 
years in prison, Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown said.

The DA’s office said 
Mauricio Gil, 50, was sen-
tenced July 10 in Queens 
Supreme Court after ad-
mitting his role in a peer-
to-peer computer network 
that allowed files contain-
ing sexual images of chil-
dren to be distributed on 
the Internet.

Gil pleaded guilty at 
a March 7 arraignment to 
promoting a sexual perfor-
mance by a child and had 
been in police custody since 
then, according to the DA.

The DA said police 
executed a search warrant 
at Gil’s home on Parsons 
Boulevard in July 2013 and 
found two laptops and 13 
CDs along with external 
storage media, cellphones 
and cameras, digital and 
video, that were later dis-
covered by a forensics 
team to contain more than 
900 videos of child sexual 
abuse.

The DA’s office said 
many of the videos were 
downloaded using peer-to-
peer file sharing networks.

An investigation con-
ducted by the NYPD’s Major 
Case Squad Vice Enforce-

ment Division revealed 
that Gil also installed video 
cameras in bathrooms of 
homes where families he 
knew lived, according to 
the DA, and later saved the 
recordings on CDs. The vid-
eos contained both adults 
and children, the DA said.

“This case clearly il-
lustrates the dark side of 
the Internet, which aids 
in fueling the deviant be-
havior of sexual predators 
by allowing them to share 
disturbing videos of young 
children being sexually 
abused through their com-
puters,” Brown said in a 
news release. “What they 
fail to realize or most likely 
choose to ignore, and what 
the public must remember, 
is that these images are, for 
all intents and purposes, 
crime scene photos as they 
depict actual children be-
ing cruelly victimized both 
physically and emotionally 
and who will have to carry 
the painful memory of that 
which occurred to them for 
the rest of their lives.”

Gil was sentenced by 
acting Supreme Court Jus-
tice Dorothy Chin-Brandt. 
Brown said a sex offender 
registration act hearing 
will be held prior to Gil’s 
eventual release from pris-
on to determine his level of 
threat to society.

“The sentence to be 
meted out by the court is 
more than warranted,” he 
said.

Flushing man jailed
for web child porn

1Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are accurate as of date of publication and are subject to change without notice. The minimum 
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announced they wanted to 
include a megamall in the 
proposal.

Construction on the 
housing component of the 
project, which includes 
2,490 units, of which 35 
percent must be affordable, 
is set to begin in 2024, but 
can not start until the city 
builds ramps off of the Van 
Wyck Expressway. 

Former Borough Pres-

ident Claire Shulman, who 
said she had been advocat-
ing for the Municipal Lot 
3 project for years, said af-
fordable housing at the loca-
tion had not been a priority 
until recently, as the city 
was waiting for the Willets 
Point redevelopment to be 
approved.

Proposals are due in 
October. Housing will then 
take about six months to 
select a developer. The city 
expects the actual con-
struction work will take 18 
to 24 months to complete.

Continued from Page 4 

Muni Lot
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BRIEFS

Flushing state Senate 
candidate S.J. Jung has out-
fund-raised and outspent 
his opponent, Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone), 
but her campaign is not 
worried.

Jung raised more than 
$170,000 since he started 
his campaign, according to 
campaign finance filings, 
including $50,000 of his own 
money. Although Stavisky 
only accumulated $116,000 
during the same time, she 
has more than $125,000 on 
hand as she started with 
$40,000 in her account and 
spent $31,000.

Her opponent spent al-
most twice as much as she 
did and had $109,000 left in 
his account when he filed.

“I am incredibly hum-
bled by and thankful for the 
generous contributions our 
campaign has received over 
the last two months,” Jung 
said. “These donations 

prove that our message of 
change is resonating with 
voters in every neighbor-
hood of the 16th state Sen-
ate District.”

Jung’s big haul was 
nothing Stavisky’s cam-
paign had not experienced 
before as she has been vast-
ly outspent in past primary 

campaigns she went on to 
win.

At the same point in 
her successful 2012 re-
election campaign, she 
had raised  more than 
$92,000, whereas her chal-
lenger, John Messer, raised 
$351,000. Messer also spent 
more than three times what 
Stavisky had in that time 
and the incumbent went on 
to win the race.

“Regardless of how 
much of his own personal 
money Jung throws in the 
race, Sen. Stavisky is go-
ing to win the primary in 
September and the general 
election in November be-
cause of her strong record 
of creating jobs in Queens, 
increasing the minimum 
wage and fighting for full 
women’s equality,” said Joe 
Reubens, a spokesman for 
the Stavisky campaign.

 
— Alex Robinson

Former City Council-
man Thomas Ognibene 
filed paperwork declining 
to run on the Republican 
and Conservative tickets 
for state Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo Jr.’s (D-Hoard Beach) 
seat, the city Board of Elec-
tions said.

Ognibene could not be 
reached for comment.

He previously said 
his decision to run for the 
15th Senate District, which 
encompasses most of the 

Rockaway Peninsula, How-
ard Beach, Ozone Park, 
Woodhaven, Ridgewood, 
Glendale, Middle Village, 
Maspeth, Forest Hills and 
Kew Gardens, hinged on 
how much money Senate 
Republicans could contrib-
ute to his campaign.

It is unclear whether 
the GOP or Conservative 
parties will file paperwork 
to fill the vacancies left by 
Ognibene with another 
candidate. — Sarina Trangle

With more than 60,000 
travelers passing through 
each day in the summer 
season, John F. Kennedy 
International Airport’s 
Terminal 4 has just under-
gone a face-lift.

The facility is now 
home to world-renowned 
retail stores and a bunch of 
new restaurants.

Terminal 4 serves 30 
international and domestic 

airlines, including Delta. 
The annual passenger vol-
ume for 2014 is expected to 
reach the 17 million mark.

“As the premier inter-
national terminal at JFK,” 
said Gert-Jan de Graaff, 
president of JFKIAT, a pri-
vate company that oper-
ates Terminal 4, “we are 
thrilled to offer this mix of 
world-renowned brands to 
our airlines and their pas-

sengers.”
Passengers can shop at 

places like Hugo Boss and 
Michael Kors before board-
ing, or grab a bite at Shake 
Shack and The Palm Bar & 
Grille.

Terminal 4 increased 
its size by more than a third, 
and it is now approximately 
2 million square feet.

— Juan Soto

S.J. Jung out-raises state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky by $50,000. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

More shops open at JFK’s Terminal 4

Ognibene out of Senate race

Jung builds war chest

Sinai Chapels 
in Fresh Meadows, 
Queens is in the fourth 
generation of family 
ownership.  Generations 
of Jewish families have 
placed their trust in 
Sinai Chapels.  Sinai’s 
commitment starts 
with compassionate 
understanding, quality 
service, and attention 
to every detail. Their 
continuous improvements 
reflect the traditions 
established by our family 
over a century ago.

Sinai’s licensed staff 
helps families through the 
arrangement process and 
guides each family through 
the options that best fit 
their needs and desires.  
Sinai Chapels provides a 
staff Director of Pastoral 
Counseling.  Rabbi Michael 
Strasberg is available to 
help families through 

religious counseling and 
support. 

Sinai’s two chapels 
accommodate services 
large and small.  Whether 
Reform, Conservative, 
or Orthodox, Sinai 
provides services that 
are ceremonially correct, 
appropriate and dignified.  
Sinai also offers families 
the choice of traditional or 
non-traditional services.

Some families choose 
to have a service at an 
alternative location such as 
a gravesite, synagogue, or 
other place of significance 
to the family.  Many 

families choose to have 
Sinai’s staff of trained 
professionals coordinate 
the many details of such 
ceremonies.

Sinai’s experienced 
pre-planning advisors 
can meet with you 
privately or in the 
comfort of your home, 

with no cost or obligation. 
All Sinai plans are FDIC 
insured.  Sinai also has 
in-house monument 
specialists.

Sinai Chapels and the 
Resnick family are proud 
sponsors of leading Jewish 
Community Organizations 
such as: the Queens 
College Center for Jewish 
Studies, Kupferberg 
Holocaust Center at Queens 
Community College, and 
the United Jewish Appeal.

Please visit JewishFu-
nerals.com or call 800-446-
0406 for more information.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Sinai Chapels Serves  
New York’s Jewish Community

Mount Lebanon Cemetery in Glendale, 
Queens has been serving the New York 
Metropolitan area’s Jewish Community 
for 100 years.

 Mount Lebanon Cemetery has 
responded to the ever-growing trend 
towards above-ground burial with the 
construction of three public mausoleums. 
Above-ground burial is a one-time cost. 
There are no extras like memorial stones, 
care or planting. 

 The Sanctuary at Mount Lebanon, first 
constructed in 1992, is the first Jewish 
indoor mausoleum in New York City. The 
Sanctuary is beautiful and dignified.  A 
chapel area is available, at no additional 
charge, to hold a funeral or unveiling 
service, or to sit and remember your loved 
ones while visiting. 

Visiting loved ones at The Sanctuary 
is a loving, touching experience, where 
people feel closer, more connected to those 
who are interred here.  It is a truly dignified 
tribute to those who rest in a clean, dry, 
and protected atmosphere.  Crypts are 
built to endure through the ages.  With 

above ground burial, visitors can come in 
peace and privacy, year-round, protected 
from the elements.

Now that The Sanctuary’s significant 
expansion is nearing completion, there 
are special prices and choice locations for 
a limited amount of time.   

Jay Ivler, President of Mount Lebanon 
Cemetery, said “This is a memorable time 
in the history of the Cemetery.  While 
we also continue to provide a variety of 
traditional burial options, we can now 
provide individuals and families who seek 
an above ground option in year-round 
climate controlled comfort.”

 For additional information please visit 
MountLebanon.com or call (718) 821-0200.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Mount Lebanon Cemetery 
expands The Sanctuary

Thomas Ognibene declined to 
run for state Senate.
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Students from PS 811Q celebrate the opening of their art exhibit at the 
National Art League in Douglaston. (Clockwise from top l.) A sign is dis-
played out front inviting visitors to view the new exhibit; Young artists 
enjoy refreshments; Kaitlyn Brennan, 16, points to her artwork featur-
ing the Manhattan skyline; Daniela Padilla, 16, shows off her painting on 
display in the gallery window; The store front of the National Art League 
where vice president Lynne Jaffe invited the teens to display their cre-
ations; and Juan Carlos Aldea, 19, stands beside his drawing of a flower 
in a vase. Photos by Ken Maldonado

Young Artists Exhibition
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BTHappiness for couples
is a satisfying love life.

Support for male virility!
Bell Forza # 79 is a new formula packed with herbs,  

amino acids and other fantastic ingredients.
 May also foster healthy circulation, virility and strength, thereby 

creating the proper conditions for a healthy erection.*
 Epimedium extract (also known as “Horny goat weed”) and cowitch 

extract included in the formula may help to peak sexual interest.*
 One of the many other ingredients Maca, is native to the high Andes 

mountain range in Peru and is historically known to balance natural 
hormonal processes.

 Don’t settle for ho-hum performance. Enhance your love life and 
strive for excellence! Easy to take capsules. Ask for Bell Forza #79 at 
one of the many fine retailers listed below.*

Frequent  
Bathroom Trips?

Men: Bell Ezee Flow Tea #4A is nature’s nutritional 
support for urinary comfort, balance and ease.

Helps maintain urinary flow, frequency and 
comfort, with a good night’s sleep.

Guaranteed to make urine flow easier again.* 
Relief from dribbling, discomfort, burning, urgency, 
poor flow.*

Formulated using many herbs, such as 
chamomile, cranberry, willow flower, saw palmetto 
and many more.

We have had thousands of satisfied repeat 
customers.

Tastes great hot or cold! 

Testimonials from everyday people:
I feel like another person with no more frustrations! It is phenomenal! It’s unbelievable. I’d 

like to thank Bell. I will get other Bell products. Thank you again! Richard Dorvilus, 55, Elmont, NY. 
Ezee Flow tea gave back good sleep and health! I feel like I’m 30 years old. During the night I 

hardly have to go to the toilet anymore. What a feeling. Because I sleep well, I’m not tired anymore 
during the day. “Old age” was bearing down on me. Now I feel great again and healthy. Jerry H. 
Cole, 73, Lansing, IL. I’m truly amazed and relieved. After just 2 weeks of drinking the Bell Ezee 
Flow Tea I no longer have to get up during the night. I’m enjoying a normal sex life. This product is 
so incredible. I enjoy drinking the tea. I hope that a lot of men with a pride issue give this a shot. It’s 
difficult to express how delighted I am. Clarence A. Rehrig, 58, Allentown, PA. *

Bell Bladder Control
Tea for Women #4b
Satisfaction guaranteed (see box) for incontinence 
and control.* This inexpensive, pleasant tasting herbal 
combination tea is safe and effective. Put an end to 
embarrassments and discomfort. Support the bladder 
and urinary tract with these all natural ingredients. Tastes 
great hot or cold!
Testimonials from everyday people:

I wish I had found this tea sooner! A family member 
told me that she used the Bell Tea for Women #4b with 
positive results. What a wonderful product. It also worked 
for me. Australia P. Rodriguez, Rego Park, NY. Plan to 
keep taking it as long as I live! One of the clerks in my 
local health food store recommended the Bladder Control 
Tea #4b. I was very skeptical. What a surprise it worked! 5 
days after starting the tea I noticed a major improvement 
and it is continually getting better each day. I plan keep taking it for as long as I live. Thank you!* 
Frances Baird, 87, Venice, FL. Exercises didn’t help! After drinking the Bell Tea for Women #4b 
my life is far less stressful especially when I am at work. Thanks for such an amazing product! 
Marilyn Sallows, 53, Fort McMurray, AB Tea represents truth in advertising! Being a skeptic, 
I ordered this Bladder Control Tea for Women as a more or less last resort, after trying everything 
else in the last 5 years. It worked better than I hoped for. Thank you for this great product, and above 
all, for truth in advertising. Marina Rosa, 57, Las Vegas, NV *

Desire and Passion!
Nutritional support for a  
woman’s natural vigor.

Supplement your diet with these easy to take capsules designed 
to stimulate desire and passion while increasing stamina and 
peaking interest in sexual activity.*

Ashwagandha extract is used as an adaptogen to help the body 
cope with daily stress and as a general tonic. Also, ashwagandha is 
known to help prevent signs of aging.*

L-Arginine, an amino acid that is converted in the body into a 
chemical called nitric oxide. Nitric oxide causes blood vessels to 
open wider to improve blood flow. L-Arginine also stimulates the 
release of growth hormone and insulin which are very healthy 
factors and are attributed to youthfulness.

Ask for Bell Amora #80 at one of the fine retailers listed below. *

100% Truthful testimonials. Real people who want to tell everybody about their relief.
No money is paid for testimonials. Many more testimonials on our website.

* These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.
This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Bell products are available at the above store locations, on 
our website or call us with Visa or MasterCard. S & H $9.95.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.com

Bell uses the 
power of nature to 
help put life back 
into your lifestyle
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BY BILL PARRY
 
Shoppers at Queens 

Center will have more op-
tions this year as the retail 
powerhouse announced 
that four brand new stores 
will open while another 
three complete expansions.

Kiko Milano, a cos-
metic brand from Milan, 
will open its first store in 
the United States at the 
mall. PUMA will also open 
its first retail outlet in the 
United States, selling a pre-
mium selection of athletic 
footwear as well as apparel 
and accessories.

“Queens Center draws 
27 million shopping visits 
a year,” spokesman John 
Scaturro said. “The popu-
lation density alone makes 
Queens very attractive, so 
many stores are making 
commitments now.”

Other newcomers in-
clude U.S. Polo Associa-

tion, with clothing for men, 
women and children, and 
Invicta Watches will intro-
duce its Swiss watches to 
Queens shoppers.

House of Hoops will 
expand into the existing 
Foot Locker and will open 
a space that is more than 
7,300 square feet, while Pac-
Sun will expand to more 
than 5,500 square feet for 
its California-inspired life-
style clothing for men and 
women.

Journeys shoe store 
will also expand.

“Queens Center always 
attracts the finest names in 
the retail industry,” Sca-
turro said. “We focus on 
bringing new retail experi-
ences to our shoppers and 
these exciting new stores 
represent the latest and 
greatest these top brands 
have to offer.”

The 1-million-square-
foot Queens Center is the 

borough’s only regional 
mall anchored by Macy’s, 
H&M, JCPenney and more 
than 200 specialty retailers 
and food operations.

Meanwhile, more than 
1,000 job seekers turned 
out for an annual jobs fair 
at the mall’s Food Court 
last Thursday. This year’s 

event was sponsored by 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst), who re-
ported that 16 applicants 
were hired on the spot.

“We were able to help 
some people still struggling 
to make ends meet on the 
heels of the Great Reces-
sion,” Peralta said. “From 

past experience, I expect 
that a number of others 
will also end up getting of-
fers in the near future as 
a result of the interviews 
they scheduled and con-
tacts they made at the job 
fair.”

More than 40 potential 
employers, including rep-
resentatives from the Co-
ca-Cola Co., Time Warner 

Cable and the United Parcel 
Service, conducted over 900 
interviews.

The state Department 
of Labor and several non-
profits were on hand to 
provide career counseling 
as well as résumé writing 
and interview preparation 
advice. 

Melissa Perez fills out an application during a Queens Center job 
fair. Perez said she has been searching for a new job while working 
at a family business. She had interviews with four potential em-
ployers. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Four stores debut as three expand at Queens Center
More than 1,000 people fl ock to Elmhurst mall for annual job fair featuring 40 potential employers

My husband Freddie lived with a proud Jewish faith.
Thanks to Calvary, he died with it, too.

“My Freddie had a vivacious spirit and love for life. Brilliant and dynamic, 
as both an engineer and attorney, he challenged life’s issues with gusto. 
So when terminal cancer relentlessly ripped through his body – and our 
souls – we were horrified to see him suffer. Then Calvary entered our lives. 
First, your Calvary Home Hospice team relieved his pain. Then when he 
needed the round-the-clock services of Calvary Hospital, you were there 
for us again. In his private room, you gave us time to be together as a 
family. Most importantly, you respected our Jewish faith and customs. 
For a few short weeks, Freddie was back! His final days were happy 
ones. Just the way we wanted to remember him. Thank you Calvary”.

- Terri Levine

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Christyn Schreiner interviews potential candidates for positions 
at Gordon’s Jewelers in the Elmhurst shopping center. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado
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Play   
    Dine&
ON US!  
Join Today & Earn FREE Play
 

 

Sign up as a Genting Rewards 
member and receive $15 in free 

play and a $10 dining voucher. 
Simply earn 25 points on the day of sign up 

and redeem for your rewards!

Sign up as a Genting Rewards 
member and receive $15 in free b d i $15 i f

play and a $10 dining voucher.
Simply earn 25 points on the day of sign up 

m for your rewards!

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. 
PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-hour Problem Gaming Hotline: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

Simply earn 25 points o
and redeem

In Queens, near JFK Airport. Take     or Q37.  
Locate Your Free Shuttle: www.RWRedExpress.com

$CASH$$CASH$



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UL
Y 1

8–
24

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

24

BT

The National Action Network held a “lie in” in downtown Jamaica Saturday to raise awareness about gun violence and remember those who lost 
their lives. (Clockwise from top l.): Monica Cassaberry, (l.-r.) Brigitte Hoggard, Taylonn Murphy, Shanta Merritt, Patricia Wrencher, Shenee Johnson, 
Thomas Sapp and Adele Ruffins are all parents of murder victims; dozens of people lay on Parsons Boulevard to represent those killed; Adele 
Ruffins, mother of murder victim Tysheen Coakley, brushes away tears; Dominique Sharpton, Al Sharpton’s daughter, addresses the crowd; and par-
ticipants hold hands for a prayer. Photos by Christina Santucci and Nat Valentine

Families honor murder victims at anti-violence rally
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Easy-to-install, energy-efficient
ductless home cooling systems!

Get yours now 
for $100 per 

month* 

 

Special offers for AC start here.

petro.com petro mobile

Limited time offer! 
Call 1.877.322.0255

“Healthy hair is our ultimate care”

We can help!

Bridal/sweet sixteen packages available

Tel: 917–301–4649

Are You Having 
Hair Loss Issues?
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FOCUS ON QUEENS

DEMOCRATIC STATE SENATE CANDIDATE S.J. JUNG PREPARES TO DELIVER CAMPAIGN SIGNATURES  Photos by Ken Maldonado

S.J. Jung is planning to challenge 
state Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky for 
her seat in northeast Queens.

3S.J. Jung explains to volunteers the importance of collecting signatures at an 
event in Kew Gardens. Jung, a long time political activist, lost a previous primary 
in 2009 for the Flushing City Council seat.

2Democratic state Senate candidate S.J. Jung announces that his cam-
paign volunteers amassed a total of 3,379 signatures to be placed on 
the ballot in the upcoming state Senate primary.

1

VIETNAM VETERANS ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT PAT TORO REMEMBERED AT MIDDLE VILLAGE FUNERAL  PHOTOS COURTESY JOE PEREZ

Veterans Jamie Medina (l.) and Joe Perez attend the mass, 
which was followed by a burial at Calverton National 
Cemetery.

6Motorcycles lead the funeral process for Pat Toro, a decorated 
Forest Hills war veteran who died after a months-long battle with 
Myelodysplastic syndrome.

5The flag-draped coffin of Pat Toro, the former president 
of the Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 32 in Queens, 
is carried out of Our Lady of Hope in Middle Village.

4

BAYSIDE HISTORY SOCIETY CELEBRATES 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF BAYSIDE DAY WITH EXHIBIT  PHOTOS BY KEN MALDONADO

Terry Avila inspects photos from Bayside’s past at the Bayside 
Historical Society. The event celebrated Bayside Day.

9Theofore Hinz and Gregg Sullivan examine photos 
depicting Bayside’s past at the Fort Totten exhibit.

8Janet Bunde looks over photos from an exhibit titled The Business of 
Bayside, which depicts workers and business owners in Bayside.

7

DOWNTOWN COMMITTEE OF GREATER JAMAICA DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION HOLDS MEETING  PHOTOS BY WALTER KARLING

Theresa Bishop of Lifestyle Awards makes a 
point during the meeting’s “round-robin” fea-
ture as Community Board 12 Chairwoman 
Yvonne Reddick (l.) looks on. The event was held 
at the Harvest Room of the Jamaica Market.

12Sharon Leid of Netstruc Networks points out computer pitfalls to be avoided while surfing the internet. 
She is joined by (l.-r.) Charles Atiles of the Cultural Collaborative of Jamaica; Hector Vizcaino, the family 
services co-ordinator for Catholic Charities’ Colin-Newell Early Childhood Development Center; Cheryl 
Miller, an independent associate with Legal Shield; Downtown Committee Chairman William Martin; and 
Nathalia Sabatino, a family and community specialist with Catholic Charities.

11Community Affairs Officer Mark Costa of the 
103rd Precinct speaks to the crowd about crime 
statistics and prevention at the bi-monthly 
meeting of the Greater Jamaica Development 
Corporation’s Downtown Committee.

10
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NO
SALES
TAX! www.uwds.com (888) 631-2131

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-25660-H13 

• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

$899 $899 $949 $949

INCLUDES CAULKING, STOP
MOULDING AND DEBRIS REMOVAL

REG. ON SALE

STEEL SECURITY DOOR
•3 Standard Sizes
•Real Steel Construction
•Dead Bolt and Door Knob
•Black Powder Coat Finish
•Glass and Screen
FULLY INSTALLED

$59900$81500

REG.

ON SALE
$29900

$59900

ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE

  A1-SEN
Custom sizes and 10 colors available NO TAX

COUPON

LEADED
GLASS

FULLY INSTALLED

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

AWNINGS & CARPORTS
DOOR HOODS SAVE $150

REG. ON SALE
$34900$49900

REG. ON SALE
$48900$63900

COUPON

COUPON

REG. ON SALE
$13900

BASEMENT WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE UP TO 32” x 18”

FULLY WELDED FULLY INSTALLED

SLIDERS OR
HOPPERS

$39900

COUPON

No Min. Req. NO TAX

Energy Star WindowsSUPER
SAVER

Uniweld Double Hung
FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

ON SALE
$18900

REG.
$39900

COUPON

•Low E Argon Gas
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Moulding

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
& LEADERS

CUSTOM

Many colors 
& Sizes available

37500Leaf Protection
Soffit & Fascia

Ask About

$

COUPON
GARAGE DOOR

8' x 7 '

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

REG.
ON SALE

$59900

$89900

COUPON

• 2 Inch Thick Steel Door
• New Tracks and Hardware

(718) 362-5222•(914) 358-9650•(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

BROOKLYN•QUEENS
130-11 Atlantic Ave.

Richmond Hill, NY  11418
299 Peninsula Blvd.

Hempstead, NY 11550

CUSTOM-SIZED!

CUSTOM-PAINTED
STEEL DOORS

FULLY INSTALLED

Includes:
REG. $149900
• 8 Coat Paint Finish
• Adjustable Saddle
• 20 Gauge/10 Gauge
   Reinforced Steel Frame
• Magnetic Seal
• Double Insulated Glass
• Door Knob/Dead Bolt
• Full line of Fiberglass 
   Doors also available

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

NO
SALES

TAX

SAVE THIS AD SAVE THIS AD

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

ROOFING SIDING
Starting at 

29952995
Starting at 

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

3995

2129

3995

2129
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

MASONRY

FREE
in Home

Estimates

Top Quality And Low Prices For 27 Years We’ve Proven It Can Be Done • Top Quality And Low Prices For 27 Years We’ve Proven It Can Be Done

0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
Purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
Purchase

or

SALE PRICES VALID JULY 1st -JULY 31st, 2014

TOP QUALITY AND LOW PRICES
FOR 27 YEARS WE’VE PROVEN IT CAN BE DONE
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. 
Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us,  We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up
1
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CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2013 CHEVY

$99 $103
Stk# 1382, 3k mi. Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR: $115

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#73236

$10,995
CIVIC'12 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
31k miles, Stk#5650

$15,995
ROGUE'13 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
11k miles, Stk#7453

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
CAMARO'14 CHEVY

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#6879

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
21k miles, Stk#84619

COROLLA2013 TOYOTA

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,995
RAV4 4WD'12 TOYOTA

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
10k miles, Stk#4709

SELECTIONSAVINGS &
FIND A WHOLE LOT OF

AT MAJOR WORLD!AT MAJOR WORLD!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2001 Honda Civic, 87k  73406 $2,995
 2000 Honda Civic, 130k 544413 $2,995
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2004 Lexus IS 300, 84k 40087448 $4,995
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM! 

   

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

2010 Honda Fit, 17k 73329 $6,395 
2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 465633 $9,995
2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
       MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!
  

 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $10,888
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $11,500
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 72824 $13,995 
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!
 

 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee, 19k 134954 $16,900 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 82896 $16,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $18,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2012 Ford Explorer, 34k 2398 $21,895
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $23,459
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $28,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 36k 034527 $9,995 
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $10,995
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 036772 $13,995 
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $13,995
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37, 52k 83017 $14,888
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995

CRV2011 HONDA

Stk# 4923, 24k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995

328i xdrive2013 BMW

Stk# 3881, 18k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

ALTIMA2013 NISSAN

Stk# 267298, 20k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995

MURANO2012 NISSAN

Stk# 5822, 12k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$16,995

C3002011 MERCEDES

Stk# 3824, 14k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

ML-3502011 MERCEDES

Stk# 5589, 25k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

PILOT LX2011 HONDA

Stk# 5210, 23k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$14,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2013 DODGEGR CARAVAN

Stk# 3793, 43k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$12,995

ESCAPE2012 FORD

Stk# 7278, 72k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$10,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2012 MERCEDESGL-450

Stk# 7339, 23k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$34,995

$8,995
ELANTRA'13 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 
28k miles, Stk#3640
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REDUCE YOUR
RISK OF 

SEVERE 
HEARING

LOSS

FUN 
WAYS TO BE 

FIT 
AS A 

FAMILY

HOW TO MAKE

PIZZA
HEALTHIER
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Though it’s difficult for 
many people to imag-
ine living in a world 

in which their hearing has 
been compromised, hearing 
loss is a significant medical 
issue that affects millions 
of people across the globe. 
According to the National 
Institute on Deafness and 
Other Communication Dis-
orders, among adults ages 
65 and older in the United 
States, 12.3 percent of men 
and nearly 14 percent of 
women are affected by tin-
nitus, a ringing or buzzing 
in the ears that can be inter-
mittent or continuous and 
can vary in loudness. Some 
are quick to assume hear-
ing loss is a natural side ef-
fect of aging, and while the 
relationship between age 
and hearing loss is strong, 
that does not mean men and 
women cannot take steps to 
protect their hearing and 
maintain it well into their 
golden ears.

• Limit workplace ex-
posure to noise. Overexpo-
sure to noise while on the 
job is a leading cause of se-
vere hearing loss, yet mil-
lions of people encounter 
hazardous levels of noise 
during a typical workday. 
For example, mechanics 
are routinely exposed to 
loud noise that stems from 
power tools or motor ve-
hicle engines. This does not 
mean mechanics should 
take up a new trade, but 
they should approach the 
workday with a goal of pro-
tecting their hearing. Me-
chanics and other profes-
sionals who are routinely 
exposed to workplace noise 
can wear protectors that 
cover their ears or earplugs 
that reduce the impact of 
noise on their ears.

• Discuss side effects 
of medications with your 
doctor before taking them. 
Many people may be sur-
prised to learn that certain 
medications can cause 
hearing loss. Some cancer 
drugs and certain antibiot-
ics can cause hearing loss, 
including loss that may be 
permanent. In addition, 

when used regularly, non-
steroidal anti-inflammato-
ry drugs, aspirin and ac-
etaminophen can increase 
a person’s risk of hearing 
loss. Some side effects re-
lated to hearing loss may 
disappear when a person 
stops taking the medica-
tion that is contributing to 
those side effects, but that’s 
not always the case, so it’s 
best to discuss any poten-
tial side effects of medica-
tions with your physician 
before taking anything.

• Be especially careful 
when enjoying recreational 
activities that put hearing 
in harm’s way. Some cele-
bratory activities are aug-
mented by fireworks, and 
while fireworks may pro-
vide some stunning visual 
appeal to celebrations, that 
appeal could be coming at 
the expense of your hear-
ing. Hearing loss is some-
times caused by exposure 
to loud and sudden noises, 
such as those made by fire-
works. When attending 
celebrations that include 
fireworks, stay as far away 
from the fireworks as pos-
sible and wear earplugs if 
necessary. 

Shooting enthusi-
asts may also be putting 
themselves in harm’s way. 

When visiting a shooting 
range or going on a hunt-
ing trip, protect your ears 
with headphones or ear 
plugs. The sudden pop of 
a gun or rifle can cause 
irreparable ear damage if 
you haven’t already taken 
steps to protect your ears.

• Limit use of personal 
music players. Though it’s 
hard to predict how many 
of today’s young people 
will suffer hearing loss 
down the road, it’s fair to 
assume hearing loss fig-
ures will be on the rise. 
That’s thanks in large 
part to increased usage 
of personal music play-
ers and smartphones and 
their accompanying ear-
buds and headphones that 
allow music fans to crank 
up their favorite tunes 
at all hours of the day re-
gardless of location. The 
louder and longer a person 
listens to music through 
headphones or earbuds, 
the greater that person’s 
risk of hearing loss may 
be. Those who want to 
protect their hearing for 
the long haul should limit 
their use of headphones 
and earbuds, and be sure 
to keep the volume down 
when they are using such 
devices.

Reduce your risk of 
severe hearing loss

An integral part of the community for more than four decades,
Margaret Tietz is proud to deliver unparalleled Subacute
Rehabilitation, Hospice and Long-Term Care services in a newly
renovated comfortable and completely Kosher setting.

Centrally located near the Queens communities of Kew Gardens Hills, Hillcrest
& Jamaica Estates. Only 20 minutes from Brooklyn, Manhattan & the Five Towns.

At Margaret Tietz Nursing &
Rehabilitation Center you’re surrounded

by the reassuring faces of friends.

I don’t think there’s any place better
than Margaret Tietz! I observed
what the staff did for me and for
everyone else and recommended
them for an award. If I had an issue,
it was addressed... The care was out
of this world!

”

I REGAINED MY
ABILITY TO WALK. . .
ALONG WITH MY

DIGNITY.

– Heide Klein
Margaret Tietz Rehab Graduate

“

164-11 Chapin Parkway, Jamaica Hills, NY 11432
www.margarettietz.org • 718-298-7829
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OCTOBER 26 I 

Godwin-Ternbach Museum 
MON, APR 28 - SAT, JUN 21 

LeFrak Concert Hall 
WED, MAY 21 I 3:30PM

Queens College Amphitheatre
WED, MAY 28 I 5-10PM

Gantries State Park Plaza,
Long Island City  
TUESDAYS, JUN 24 - AUG 12

Colden Auditorium
SUN, OCT 26 I 7PM

Colden Auditorium
SAT, NOV 15 I 8PM

Colden Auditorium
SUN, DEC 7 I 3PM
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New recommendations 
for pediatric oral healthcare

D ental decay is the 
most common 
chronic childhood 

disease. More than 16 mil-
lion children in the United 
States alone suffer from 
untreated tooth decay, ac-
cording to the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention. As more and 
more children develop 
cavities, new advice is be-
ing offered to those who 
care for young children’s 
emerging and established 
teeth.

The American Den-
tal Association’s Council 
on Scientific Affairs has 
updated its dental care 
guidelines for caregivers. 
While it was once recom-
mended to use water only 
or a nonfluoride tooth-
paste to clean teeth of the 
very young, the CSA now 
recommends the use of 
fluoride toothpaste even 
for young children, saying 
parents and other care-
givers should brush their 

kids’ teeth with fluoride 
toothpaste as soon as the 
first tooth comes in.

Approximately 25 per-
cent of children have or 
had cavities before enter-
ing kindergarten, so it’s 
important to provide guid-
ance to caregivers on the 
appropriate use of fluoride 
toothpaste to help prevent 
their children from devel-
oping cavities,” said CSA 
chair Edmond L. Truelove, 
D.D.S. 

The CSA recom-
mends that caregivers use 
a smear of fluoride tooth-
paste (or an amount about 
the size of a grain of rice) 
for children younger than 
three years old and a pea-
size amount of fluoride 
toothpaste for children 
between the ages of 3 and 
6 years old. The updated 
guidelines are intended 
to provide children with 
the full benefit of cavity 
protection while limiting 
their risk of developing 

fluorosis, which is a mild 
discoloration of teeth usu-
ally appearing as faint 
lines. The CSA found that 
using just a “smear” of 
toothpaste for children 
younger than 3 years old 
and a pea-size amount for 
children between the ages 
of 3 and 6 helps to prevent 
cavities and is less likely 
to cause fluorosis. Chil-
dren should spit out tooth-
paste as soon as they are 
old enough to do so.

Caregivers also are 
urged to take their chil-
dren to the dentist when 
the first tooth erupts or 
no later than a child’s first 
birthday. Semiannual or 
annual visits thereafter 
should be the norm, or as 
directed by a dentist.

Oral healthcare is 
important for people of all 
ages, including very young 
children with cavities. 

Learn more about pre-
ventative oral care by vis-
iting www.ada.org.

Northeastern Adventist Book 
& Health Food Center

BEYOND MEAT 
Beefy Beef-Free Crumbles 

VEGENAISE
Grapeseed Oil

VEGENAISE
Grapeseed Oil, 32 oz.

GARDEIN
Fishless Filet

Sale is for the month of July. Sale applies as long as supplies last. No rain checks.

Northeastern ABC
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GET ALLERGY RELIEF!
The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology

Hay Fever?  Asthma?  Sinusitis?  
Chronic Cough?  Itchy Eyes?  Sneezing?

Board Certified in Adult & Pediatric Allergy & Asthma

Faster Diagnosis Means Faster Relief!
New Patients 

Welcome

Most Insurance 
Plans Accepted

560 Northern Blvd., Great Neck
516-726-1771

Type 2 diabetes, also 
known as adult-onset dia-
betes, is an epidemic of 
our time. It affects approx-
imately 15 million people 
in the US alone – roughly 
8% of the US population. 
The number of people with 
diabetes is expected to rise 
to 300 million worldwide 
in 2025. And many people 
do not know they have it 
until they’ve been prop-
erly tested.

What are some fac-

tors leading to Type 2 

diabetes?

Consuming refined car-
bohydrates can have a sig-
nificant impact on insulin 
levels. Refined carbohy-
drates enhance the forma-
tion of VLDL cholesterol, 
or “bad cholesterol” and 
reduce levels of HDL, “good 
cholesterol.” Many meta-
bolic studies have shown 
that high-carbohydrate 

diets increase levels of 

fat deposits by easing the 
conversion of excess carbo-
hydrates to fats. What does 
that mean? The high blood 
glucose and increased in-
sulin output associated 
with a high carbohydrate 
diet can lead to high blood 

pressure, inflammatory 
responses predictive of in-
creased cardiovascular 

disease risk, and diges-
tive disorders and general 
discomfort.

Why are refined car-

bohydrates bad for me?

When carbohydrates 
are refined, nearly all of 
the vitamins, minerals 
and fibers are removed, 
leaving only calories. For 
example, have you ever 
read “enriched flour” in 
the ingredients list for 
your favorite foods? Prod-
ucts such as flour (and 
sugar) are refined and 
then “enriched” meaning 
that only certain nutri-
ents removed in the re-
fining process are added 
back into the product. In 
white flour, the kernel of 
the grain is processed to 
remove the germ portion. 
Unfortunately, this also re-
moves about 33 nutrients. 
“Enriching” adds 4-6 nu-
trients back into the prod-

uct. Altogether, you lose a 
potential 27 nutrients.

 White flour is literally 
a sugar in itself. When 
white flour is mixed with 
fats in processed foods, 
the fats are commonly hy-
drogenated and rancid, in-
creasing your susceptibil-
ity to a number of disease 
processes. 

White flour contains 
fewer necessary nutrients 
than whole wheat, includ-
ing only 13% of the chro-
mium, 9% of the manga-
nese and 19% of the iron. 
And because many B vi-
tamins are concentrated 
in the outer parts of the 
grain, white flour is defi-
cient in B vitamins. With-
out the germ of the wheat, 
you lose a potent source of 
vitamin E.  

Potassium Bromate has 
long been used to increase 
the volume of bread and to 
produce bread with a fine 
crumb (the non-crust part 
of bread) structure. Most 
bromate rapidly breaks 

down to form innocuous 
bromide. However, bro-
mate itself causes can-
cer in animals. The tiny 
amounts of bromate that 
may remain in bread pose 
a small risk to consumers. 
Bromate is rarely used in 
California because a can-
cer warning is required 
on the label. “In 1992 and 
again in 1998, the FDA 
found baked goods that 
had bromate at levels the 
agency considers unsafe,” 
said Center for Science in 
the Public Interest (CSPI) 
attorney Darren Mitchell. 
“But instead of banning 
the additive, as the UK 
and Canada have done, the 
FDA has tried—with only 
partial success—to get 
bakers to voluntarily stop 
using it.” Buyer beware.

 How do I determine 

if something is a refined 

carbohydrate?

To tell if a carbohydrate 
food product is refined, read 
the ingredients label. Ingre-
dients are listed by weight, 
so the higher up on the list, 
the greater quantity of the 
ingredient. Refined carbo-
hydrates are easily identi-
fied by such words as “en-

riched,” “wheat flour” 
(not “whole wheat flour”), 
“corn syrup,” “high 

fructose corn syrup,” 

“sugar.” These products 
are typically high in calo-
ries and usually very low in 
nutrients. 

“Unbleached, unbromi-
nated wheat flour” can be 
a deceiver. Although this 
ingredient has not been 
bleached or brominated as 
is the traditional “white 
flour,” it still has the germ 
removed from the wheat 
kernel leaving a less nutri-
tive product.

Good health is your 
most valuable asset. Don’t 
guess about your health: 
Schedule a nutritional 
consultation today.

To make an appoint-
ment for a nutritional con-
sultation, please contact: 
Dr. Jo-Anne Valenti, Val-
enti Health and Wellness, 
39-09 210th St., Bayside, 
NY 11361, 718.755.5489, 
www.valentihw.com.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Do You Think You Have Diabetes?

WHY WAIT... TO SEE A DOCTOR?

Member Urgent Care 
Association Of America

We Now Accept all BC/BS, 
GHI Access, Aetna, CIGNA, 

HIP, Oxford, Vytra, Medicare, 
Emblem Health, Magnacare, 

UHC, NYC Ship, 
Power Authority, Postal, 

W.C., No Fault

BAYSIDE/FLUSHING 
191-20 Northern Blvd.  Flushing, NY 11358 

718-224-8855  Mon. - Fri.: 8am-9pm  Sat. & Sun.: 8am-7pm
GLENDALE 

82-17 Woodhaven Blvd.  Glendale, NY 11385 
718-805-9581  Mon. - Fri.: 9am-7pm  Sat. & Sun.: 9am-3pm

                           FIRSTMEDNY.com

FIRST+MED 
FIRST MED URGENT CARE 
FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS

WELL LIT PARKING LOT



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UL
Y 1

8–
24

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

34

BT Happiness for couples
is a satisfying love life.

Support for male virility!
Bell Forza # 79 is a new formula packed with herbs,  

amino acids and other fantastic ingredients.
 May also foster healthy circulation, virility and strength, thereby 

creating the proper conditions for a healthy erection.*
 Epimedium extract (also known as “Horny goat weed”) and cowitch 

extract included in the formula may help to peak sexual interest.*
 One of the many other ingredients Maca, is native to the high Andes 

mountain range in Peru and is historically known to balance natural 
hormonal processes.

 Don’t settle for ho-hum performance. Enhance your love life and 
strive for excellence! Easy to take capsules. Ask for Bell Forza #79 at 
one of the many fine retailers listed below.*

Frequent  
Bathroom Trips?

Men: Bell Ezee Flow Tea #4A is nature’s nutritional 
support for urinary comfort, balance and ease.

Helps maintain urinary flow, frequency and 
comfort, with a good night’s sleep.

Guaranteed to make urine flow easier again.* 
Relief from dribbling, discomfort, burning, urgency, 
poor flow.*

Formulated using many herbs, such as 
chamomile, cranberry, willow flower, saw palmetto 
and many more.

We have had thousands of satisfied repeat 
customers.

Tastes great hot or cold! 

Testimonials from everyday people:
I feel like another person with no more frustrations! It is phenomenal! It’s unbelievable. I’d 

like to thank Bell. I will get other Bell products. Thank you again! Richard Dorvilus, 55, Elmont, NY. 
Ezee Flow tea gave back good sleep and health! I feel like I’m 30 years old. During the night I 

hardly have to go to the toilet anymore. What a feeling. Because I sleep well, I’m not tired anymore 
during the day. “Old age” was bearing down on me. Now I feel great again and healthy. Jerry H. 
Cole, 73, Lansing, IL. I’m truly amazed and relieved. After just 2 weeks of drinking the Bell Ezee 
Flow Tea I no longer have to get up during the night. I’m enjoying a normal sex life. This product is 
so incredible. I enjoy drinking the tea. I hope that a lot of men with a pride issue give this a shot. It’s 
difficult to express how delighted I am. Clarence A. Rehrig, 58, Allentown, PA. *

Bell Bladder Control
Tea for Women #4b
Satisfaction guaranteed (see box) for incontinence 
and control.* This inexpensive, pleasant tasting herbal 
combination tea is safe and effective. Put an end to 
embarrassments and discomfort. Support the bladder 
and urinary tract with these all natural ingredients. Tastes 
great hot or cold!
Testimonials from everyday people:

I wish I had found this tea sooner! A family member 
told me that she used the Bell Tea for Women #4b with 
positive results. What a wonderful product. It also worked 
for me. Australia P. Rodriguez, Rego Park, NY. Plan to 
keep taking it as long as I live! One of the clerks in my 
local health food store recommended the Bladder Control 
Tea #4b. I was very skeptical. What a surprise it worked! 5 
days after starting the tea I noticed a major improvement 
and it is continually getting better each day. I plan keep taking it for as long as I live. Thank you!* 
Frances Baird, 87, Venice, FL. Exercises didn’t help! After drinking the Bell Tea for Women #4b 
my life is far less stressful especially when I am at work. Thanks for such an amazing product! 
Marilyn Sallows, 53, Fort McMurray, AB Tea represents truth in advertising! Being a skeptic, 
I ordered this Bladder Control Tea for Women as a more or less last resort, after trying everything 
else in the last 5 years. It worked better than I hoped for. Thank you for this great product, and above 
all, for truth in advertising. Marina Rosa, 57, Las Vegas, NV *

Desire and Passion!
Nutritional support for a  
woman’s natural vigor.

Supplement your diet with these easy to take capsules designed 
to stimulate desire and passion while increasing stamina and 
peaking interest in sexual activity.*

Ashwagandha extract is used as an adaptogen to help the body 
cope with daily stress and as a general tonic. Also, ashwagandha is 
known to help prevent signs of aging.*

L-Arginine, an amino acid that is converted in the body into a 
chemical called nitric oxide. Nitric oxide causes blood vessels to 
open wider to improve blood flow. L-Arginine also stimulates the 
release of growth hormone and insulin which are very healthy 
factors and are attributed to youthfulness.

Ask for Bell Amora #80 at one of the fine retailers listed below. *

100% Truthful testimonials. Real people who want to tell everybody about their relief.
No money is paid for testimonials. Many more testimonials on our website.

* These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.
This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Bell products are available at the above store locations, on 
our website or call us with Visa or MasterCard. S & H $9.95.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.com

Bell uses the 
power of nature to 
help put life back 
into your lifestyle
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T he demand for fresh 
produce has in-
creased in recent 

years as more people are 
turning to fresh fruits and 
vegetables for their nutri-
tional value. That increase 
in demand has forced 
many suppliers to import 
more produce from other 
countries, which could be 
putting consumers’ health 
at risk. 

Although the United 
States and Canada may 
have stringent standards 
for produce, many other 
countries do not. Less 
stringent regulations 
overseas can result in ir-
rigation water carrying 
sewage, pollutants and 
parasites to crops, and 
herbicides and pesticides 
may be used in abundance 
in foreign countries where 
such usage is subject to 
little, if any, oversight. 
Fewer regulations means 
some farms pay more at-
tention to profit than to the 
purity and safety of crops.  
The Pure Food Growers of 
America states that the av-
erage American consumes 
more than 10 pounds of in-
secticides and herbicides 
every year from produce. 
Many of these substances 
are proven carcinogens.

Thoroughly washing 
and soaking fresh produce 
is the key to removing po-
tential hazards from foods. 
Organic fruits and vegeta-
bles may be less risky, but 
even organic foods are sus-
ceptible to contamination 

because of potentially un-
safe handling practices. 

All produce should 
be washed before eaten. 
Before cleaning produce, 
stock up on a few supplies. 
You will need a large plas-
tic bowl, some apple cider 
vinegar or baking soda 
and a produce brush. Add 
enough cool water to cover 
the produce you will be 
washing. Add either three 
tablespoons per gallon of 
water of the vinegar to 
the bowl or sprinkle about 
three tablespoons of the 
baking soda into the water. 
It’s best not to mix both the 
vinegar and the baking 
soda, or you may end up 
with a foaming, overflow-
ing concoction thanks to 
the chemical reaction that 
occurs when vinegar mix-
es with baking soda. 

Add the vegetables or 
fruit to the treated water 
and allow it to soak for 
around 10 minutes. Use a 
vegetable brush to thor-
oughly scrub the produce. 
Some foods, like celery 
and lettuce, have dirt or 
bugs trapped in their ribs 
and folds. Soaking and 
scrubbing can dislodge 
any bugs. Instead of wash-
ing the entire head at once, 
wash lettuce leaves as they 
are used to retain the vita-
mins and minerals.

After rinsing the pro-
duce, allow to dry before 
eating. A salad spinner 
can help dry lettuce and 
cabbage leaves so they are 
not soggy.

It is best to wash pro-
duce right before using it 
rather than washing it in 
advance. Moisture encour-
ages bacterial growth and 
hasten spoiling. Even foods 
that have a rind, such as 
melons, should be washed 
prior to eating to avoid 
contamination from the 
rind to the flesh inside.

Clean produce properly 
to avoid contaminants

The Dirty Dozen
Certain foods are 

dirtier than others 
in terms of the pes-
ticides they contain. 
However, foods that 
were grown without 
pesticides may still 
be contaminated by 
animal feces and bac-
teria from the soil 
and irrigation. That 
being said, here are 
the 12 foods that are 
most likely to contain 
the highest amounts 
of pesticide residue, 
according to The En-
vironmental Working 
Group.

1. Apples
2. Celery
3. Cherry 
    tomatoes
4. Cucumbers
5. Grapes
6. Hot peppers
7. Nectarines
8. Peaches
9. Potatoes
10. Spinach
11. Strawberries
12. Sweet 
       bell pepper

For older adults, keeping fit is essen-
tial. While so many forms of exercise 
can be hard on the body, Pilates offers a 
safe alternative to stay in shape while 
reducing the risk of injury that weight-
bearing exercises may cause. With focus 
on controlled breathing and quality of 

movement – not quantity of repetitions 
–experts agree that Pilates is one of the 
best ways for older adults to stay healthy.

If you’re an older adult and haven’t 
exercised in a while, Pilates is a safe way 
to restart a workout program. “Pilates is 
perfect for older adults because it does not 
have the impact on the body other forms of 
exercise do, and is not nearly as severe on 
the joints as most workouts are,” says Ma-
rina I., owner of Bayside Pilates and Fit-
ness. “It really is a gentle way to exercise.”

While conventional workouts tend to 
build short, bulky muscles more prone to in-
jury–especially in the body of older adults– 
Pilates focuses on building a strong 

“core.” The core consists of the deep ab-
dominal muscles and the muscles closest to 
the spine. Many exercises are performed in 
reclining or sitting positions, and most are 
low impact and partially weight-bearing.

Pilates for older adults, particularly 
on a Reformer (resistance-based equip-
ment with springs and ropes connected to 
a sliding padded carriage) is perfect. Ma-
rina explains, “It offers relatively light 
resistance rather than some gym equip-
ment, where even the lightest weight on 
the rack might be too much.”

Pilates centers on movements at the 
core instead of the extremities (arms and 
legs) where potential for injury is greater. 
In contrast with other forms of exercise, 
Pilates maintains complete control around 
the joints. Marina explains, “To the bene-
fit of older adults, Pilates teaches control 
and stability in a small range of motion, 
graduating to a larger range of motion as 
they gain control and confidence.”

Increased control and stability is cru-
cial for older adults as it helps improve 
functional movement, including bal-

ance and posture. “It is natural for peo-
ple to lose some of their balance and co-
ordination as they age. Pilates increases 
strength and flexibility in both the core 
and the legs, which positively affects 
balance. These factors, along with ba-
sic fitness benefits, can help older adults 

reduce the risk of falls,” enthuses Ma-
rina. “Pilates is also a good way to rehab 

from surgical procedures such as hip 

replacement or knee surgery.” 

Pilates also helps with a variety of 
age-related ailments. Arthritis suffer-

ers benefit because the gentle mid-range 
movements decrease the chance of joints 
compressing while maintaining the range 
of motion around them. Pilates can also 
help sufferers of osteoporosis or lumbar 

spinal stenosis. For osteoporosis, simple 
standing Pilates leg exercises may increase 
bone density in both the spine and the hip. 
Exercises for lumbar spinal stenosis can 
stretch tight back muscles and strengthen 
the extensor muscles of the spine, which 
counteracts the forces of gravity that can 
pull people into a hunched position. “The 
exercises are not interchangeable. If you 
have either of these conditions, it is impor-
tant that you inform your Pilates instruc-
tor. The instructor knows how to modify 
exercises so that you do not hurt yourself,” 
advises Marina.

Pilates has also been documented to 
slow or reverse the effects of debilitating 
diseases like Parkinson’s and multiple 

sclerosis. For example, mid-range motion 
of the exercises can help people overcome ri-
gidity and become more limber. It can even 
help with brain traumas like a stroke. 

 “The sooner people who suffer brain 
damage or a stroke can start balance ex-
ercises with Pilates and get their bodies 
moving symmetrically,” says Marina, 
“the better they will fare in their overall 
permanent outcome.” 

Marina I. is a certified Pilates instructor 
at Bayside Pilates & Fitness, 718.224.7476, 
35-16 Bell Blvd., Bayside. She is enthusias-
tic about the health, balance, and quality of 
life contributions Pilates can have on older 
adults. Contact her to discuss getting started 
on improving your quality of life today! 

A D V E R T O R I A L

Pilates and Older Adults: A 
Gentler, Effective Way to Stay Fit
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P izza may have had 
humble beginnings, 
but today it is one 

of the most popular foods 
worldwide. More than 
five billion pizzas are sold 
across the globe each year, 
and pizza accounts for 10 
percent of all food-service 
sales. 

Although pizza has 
many positive attributes, 
few consider pizza a healthy 
meal. Laden with cheese 
and high-calorie meats, 
pizza is often referred to as 
a guilty pleasure. However, 
there are a variety of ways 
to make the pizza you love 
better for your body.

Downplay the cheese
Pizza originated in Na-

ples, Italy, and it has been 
said the first pizzas were 
comprised of just dough 
and sauce and no cheese. 
Restaurants that favor 
more authentic pizzas of 
the past will not rely heav-
ily on cheese when prepar-
ing their pizzas. Instead of 
ordering a pizza with extra 
cheese, opt for minimal 
cheese to add just a subtle 
component of flavor to the 
pizza. Such an alteration to 
the recipe can reduce the 
saturated fat and choles-

terol in pizza by a consider-
able amount.

Savor the tomatoes
Tomatoes provide a 

bevy of health benefits. The 
carotenoids, specifically ly-
copene, found in tomatoes 
have a number of benefi-
cial properties, including 
preventing the oxidation of 
LDL cholesterol. According 
to a report from researchers 

at Athens Medical School 
that was published in Nu-
trition Research, a daily 
70 gram portion of tomato 
paste containing roughly 33 
mg of lycopene was associ-
ated with an improvement 
in flow-mediated dilation, 
a measure of a blood ves-
sel’s ability to relax. Toma-
toes can help lower blood 
pressure, and they provide 
other heart benefits as well. 

Enjoying extra sauce on piz-
za and supplementing with 
sliced, cooked tomatoes can 
help make pizza healthier.

Choose 
whole-wheat crust

More restaurants are 
adding whole-grain pizzas 
to their menus. By switch-
ing to a whole-wheat crust, 
you can boost your fiber 
intake by as much as 50 per-

cent. High-fiber foods help 
to regulate cholesterol levels 
in the blood and help you to 
feel fuller longer, reducing 
the likelihood that you will 
overeat. Fiber also helps 
the digestive tract by mak-
ing a person more regular. 
Whole-grain foods have a 
lower glycemic index than 
processed grains as well, 
meaning they won’t cause 
rapid blood-sugar spikes, 
which can be advantageous 
to those with diabetes.

Top pizza 
with vegetables
 Instead of salt- and 

fat-heavy meats like pep-
peroni, ham or sausage, top 
your pizza with fresh veg-
etables. Peppers, tomatoes, 
olives, broccoli, and spin-
ach each deliver a wealth 
of vitamins and minerals, 
and are a great way to add 
more fiber to your diet. 

Opt for thin-crust
Different areas of the 

country and the world fa-
vor different types of pizza. 
In the United States, New 
Yorkers prefer thin-crust 
pizza while the Windy City 
is synonymous with deep-
dish pizza. While the debate 
continues as to which type 

of crust is better, switch-
ing to a thinner crust may 
have certain health ben-
efits. Thick crusts pack 
more calories into each and 
every slice. When paired 
with cheese and other top-
pings, a slice of deep-dish 
pizza, while delicious, may 
contain more calories than 
is wise to eat in one sitting. 
Brick-oven pizza parlors 
generally offer whisper-thin 
crusts sparingly touched 
with cheese, sauce and ba-
sil to produce the classic 
Margherita pie, making 
such pizza a healthier al-
ternative than New York- or 
Chicago-style pizza.

Pair pizza with salad
One way to make 

pizza healthier is to avoid 
overindulging. It is easy 
to overdo it with pizza, but 
try to cut your portion size 
in half, replacing that ex-
tra slice of pizza with a sal-
ad or side order of steamed 
vegetables to fill up with-
out overindulging.

Pizza is a popular 
food across the globe. And 
while pizza may not be the 
healthiest food, a few sim-
ple ingredient changes can 
make pizza a much more 
nutritional meal.

How to make pizza healthier

T he prevalence of soy 
products in recipes 
and ready-made 

foods has skyrocketed in re-
cent years. Soy-based milk 
products and others that 
substitute soy with more 
traditional ingredients are 
no longer relegated to the 
outskirts of the neighbor-
hood grocery store. While 
soy is being consumed in 
greater numbers than in 
decades past, some people 
are still unaware of the 
various health benefits 
and advantages to includ-
ing soy in their diets.

Soyfoods provide a 
number of nutritional 
benefits for people of all 
ages. According to the Soy-
foods Association of North 
America, recent studies 
have indicated that eating 

soy at an early age may 
help protect against some 
diseases, including breast 
cancer, later in life. Soy 
also may help improve cog-
nitive function.

People largely turn to 
soy to maintain a healthy 
weight and control their 
cholesterol, as soy can re-
place foods that are higher 
in saturated fat, calories 
and cholesterol. For ex-
ample, a glass of whole 
milk contains 150 calories 
and eight grams of total 
fat. Soy milk, however, 
comes in between 80 and 
100 calories and may have 
roughly four grams of fat. 
The fat is mostly healthy 
fats, as there are only trace 
amounts of saturated fat in 
soy products.

Soy also has cholester-

ol-lowering properties and 
can be beneficial to those 
who are lactose intolerant. 
Vegetarians and vegans 
routinely turn to soyfoods 
as a main protein source. 

Soyfoods can offer a 
number of healthy ben-
efits, including providing 
a lean protein source that 
is lower in saturated fats 
than other forms of protein. 
Calcium-fortified soymilk 
offers the same nutritional 
value as cow’s milk but can 
still be consumed by those 
who are lactose intolerant. 
Soy can help many people 
maintain healthy weights, 
and soyfoods promote car-
diovascular health. 
While soyfoods can be ben-
eficial, such foods are not 
perfect. Allergies to soy 
are possible, and as with 

any dietary supplement, 
moderate consumption 
may be all that’s necessary 
to provide nutritional ben-
efits. Overconsumption of 
soy may not provide the 
desired results.

One concern regard-
ing soy is its relationship 
to genetically modified 
organisms, or GMOs. Re-
ports suggest that the vast 
majority of soybeans pro-
duced in the United States 
are GMOs. While these soy-
beans are primarily used 
for livestock feed, many 
foods that people eat also 
contain GMO soybeans. 
The jury is still out with 
regard to the impact  that 
GMO foods have on per-
sonal health. Proponents of 
GMOs say their use makes 
agricultural products 

safer and more affordable. 
GMO crops may be resis-
tant to pests, eliminating 
the need for herbicides and 
pesticides. But opponents 
of GMOs say that they may 
be harmful, as they might 
have less nutritional value, 
incite allergic reactions, 

cause problems with liver 
function and be harmful to 
the planet.

Individuals who still 
want to enjoy soy products 
such as tofu, miso, tem-
peh, soy sauce, soy milk, 
and foods that contain soy 
lecithin, an emulsifier, can 
opt for organic products 
and those that specifically 
advertise no GMO ingredi-
ents. More and more food 
manufacturers are heed-
ing consumer demand for 
foods that do not contain 
GMOs, and producers of 
soyfoods are no excep-
tion. Brands like Silk(R), 
Tofurky(R), Wildwood(R) 
and Eden Foods(R) pro-
duce soy products that are 
GMO-free. Read labels to 
determine if soy products 
contain GMOs.

Get the scoop on soyfoods’ health benefi ts
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Azatyan Family Jewelers - Since 1969

248-25 Northern Blvd., Little Neck | 718.423-2526

Open Tuesday–Saturday www.okgjewelry.com

FREE 
WEDDING BAND 

from BENCHMARK
 with engagement ring 

purchase
OKG Jewelry Co.

Not to be combined with other offers 

or discounts. Some restrictions may 

apply. Offer expires 08/30/2014 

FREE 
APPRAISAL 

Limit 1 Per Customer
Offer expires 08/30/2014Health Screenings

 Cholesterol & Glucose Test

 Blood Pressure

 Harvard Fitness Test

 Anti-Stress Massage

 Computer Health Age

 Health Seminars & Much More

A SPECIAL COMMUNITY DAY 
All are Welcome for a Fun Filled 

Day for the Entire Family

HEALTH SCREENINGS,  KIDS ACTIVITIES
COMMUNITY SERVICES,  FITNESS,  NUTRITION 
INFORMATION & COOKING DEMONSTRATION

SUNDAY, AUGUST 24, 2014
12:00PM – 5:00PM

LOCATION:  115-50 Merrick Blvd, 

                      Jamaica, NY 11434

For More Information, Call: 718-291-8006 
Mireille St Pierre at: Ext. 2215 
Dilma Rosales at: Ext. 2236

Email: mstpierre@northeastern.org

Sponsored by: 

Northeastern Conference Women’s & Health Ministries

MD Weight Loss Center

When Results Can’t Wait...
MD Supervised

Need to lose weight in time for an event or special occasion?
Do you just want to feel and look better?

Having trouble getting started or motivated?

Experience your clothing fi tting more comfortably.
WE UNDERSTAND AND WE CAN HELP.

Ask about our medication-free meal plan programs!

Featuring Crave Busting, Rapid Results Programs!

It’s Not 
too Late
to Lose

the
Weight!

FREE
Vitamin injection 

with your fi rst 
visit while 

supplies last

A full line of nutritional supplements.
Shakes, Bars, Herbal Supplements, and Vitamins.

Our maintenance plans will help protect your investment.
Plans for nearly every lifestyle and budget.

507 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
Across from Cedarhurst stop on LIRR

ConquerTheCrave.com
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O besity is a global 
epidemic affecting 
people of all ages. 

According to The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, more than 
one-third of Americans 
are considered obese, 
while Statistics Canada 
notes about 25 percent of 
Canadians are obese. Be-
ing overweight or obese 
has been linked to car-
diovascular disease, dia-
betes and some forms of 
cancer, and children who 
are overweight are likely 
to be overweight or obese 
adults.

While eating a diet 
that is low in fat and high 
in whole-grain fiber, veg-
etables and lean proteins 
is important, exercise 
remains one of the key 
factors in maintaining a 
healthy weight. However, 
many adults and children 
simply do not get enough 
exercise during the day. 
An active lifestyle is often 
hampered by the preva-
lence of digital devices 
or sedentary jobs that 
encourage more screen 
time than fitness time. 
But there are ways for 

the entire family to get 
fit. Exercising together 
is not just a great way for 
families to get healthy, but 
also a great opportunity to 
spend time together. The 
following are a handful 
of ways families can work 
together to incorporate 
more exercise into their 
daily lives.

Tackle chores
Yes, tasks around the 

house can count as exer-
cise. Working together 
not only gets you mov-
ing but also cuts down on 
the time it takes to tackle 
tasks around the house. 
Mowing the lawn, vacu-
uming the rugs, sweeping 
the floor -- all of these ac-
tivities can get the heart 
pumping. 

Make it fun by set-
ting chores to music or 
competing against one 
another to see who gets 
their task done first or 
the best.

Compete in the pool
Swimming is a low-

impact activity that works 
many muscles in the body. 
Taking a dip in the pool 

can be both relaxing and 
beneficial to your health. 
Compete with family 
members to make the most 
of the time spent in the wa-
ter. Host relay swimming 
races, see how long each 
member of the family can 
tread water or create any 
other competitions that 
keep everyone in the pool 
moving.

Create an outdoor 
obstacle course
Set up a series of ob-

stacles in your yard and 
host your own triathlon. 
You can jump through 
tires, climb through tubes 
and scale trees. Make it 
fun by having adults try 
to ride tricycles or pair 
up an adult with a child 
for sack races. The oppor-
tunities for fun are only 
hampered by your imagi-
nation.

Go for family 
bicycle rides

 Traverse your neigh-
borhood or blaze new 
trails by riding bikes to-
gether. Young children 
can be strapped into trail-
ers that are pulled behind 

the bike or ride in seats 
attached to the bike itself. 
This gives everyone a 
chance to enjoy the great 
outdoors and hone their 
cycling skills.

Go hiking
Hiking is another fun 

family activity that also 
happens to make for great 
exercise. Choose a trail 
that may not be level and 
push everyone’s endur-
ance to the test.

Stroll the beach
Walking or running 

on sand offers more re-
sistance than walking on 
pavement. Take a stroll at 
the seaside. Break up the 
walk by collecting shells 
or stopping by the water 
to observe marine wild-
life.

Hit the dance floor
If you’ve been invited 

to a wedding or a Sweet 16 
party, cut a rug and take 
advantage of the DJ and 
dance floor. When enjoy-
ing yourselves, you prob-
ably won’t even realize 
how much you’re exercis-
ing.

Fun ways to be a fi t family

R ecent findings con-
cerning the num-
ber of breast cancer 

deaths that have been pre-
vented by mammograms 
has led to a shift in think-
ing regarding the efficacy 
of mammograms when 
screening for cancer. 

A study from Canadi-
an researchers  published 
in the February 11, 2014 
issue of the British Medi-
cal Journal followed near-
ly 90,000 women for 25 
years. These women were 
randomly assigned to ei-
ther get mammograms 
and screening by trained 
nurses or to receive no 
screening beyond self-
breast exams. The results 
showed that 22 percent of 
aggressive breast cancers 
were overanalyzed and 
would been too minor to 
pose a life threat. Fur-
thermore, the results con-
cluded that women get-
ting mammograms were 
just as likely to die from 
breast cancer as those 
who didn’t get them. Ex-
perts also warned that the 
radiation used in mam-
mograms could actually 
put women at greater risk 
for developing cancer.

This study is not 
the only one to highlight 
overinflated benefits of 
regular mammograms. 
Several additional stud-
ies have ultimately ques-
tioned the advantages of 
annual mammograms. 
Women who are diag-
nosed with breast cancer 
through mammography 
may endure certain un-

necessary treatments for 
slow-growing cancers 
that were a miniscule 
health threat.

Dr. Erika Schwartz, 
author of “Dr. Erika’s 
Healthy Balance” news-
letter, hasn’t had a mam-
mogram in 15 years and 
finds that women are 
generally overradiated 
and overprodded. Dr. 
Schwartz recommends 
self-examinations as the 
best way for women to 
check for signs of cancer. 
Should a suspicious lump 
be found, other tests for 
cancer exist. One such 
test is an ultrasound, 
which uses less radiation 
than a mammogram.

Statistics point out 
approximately 200,000 
women and a few men are 
diagnosed annually with 
breast cancer in the Unit-
ed States alone, and that 
breast cancer kills rough-
ly 40,000 people per year, 
according to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society. 

Despite studies and 
statistics, immediate 
changes with respect to 
mammogram screen-
ings are unlikely. Doc-
tors are likely to remain 
cautious, and many still 
advocate for annual mam-
mograms. 

Ultimately, the de-
cision to get or forgo a 
mammogram remains a 
woman’s choice, even if 
it’s one that research has 
shown may require more 
careful consideration 
than many women would 
otherwise think.  

New debate over 
need for 

mammograms
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To further serve and accommodate the more than two million 
residents of Queens, Healthfirst has opened a new Community 
Office in Elmhurst. Located at 40-08 81st Street, the office 
provides an additional location and resource (the other 
Community Office can be found at 93-14 Roosevelt Avenue, 
Jackson Heights) for community residents and Healthfirst 
members to visit and speak with a Healthfirst representative 
about plans and services. 

Healthfirst also partners with many organizations to bring 
important health information and resources to Queens’ 
neighborhoods. For instance, they’ve joined forces with the 
American Heart Association (AHA) to present the AHA 
Teaching Gardens program to PS 155 in South Ozone Park. 
The program teaches students how to plant and harvest 
fresh produce to encourage good eating habits and help fight 
childhood obesity. With the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
reporting a tripling of the rate of childhood obesity over the 
last 30 years, Healthfirst’s nutrition awareness initiatives like 
the teaching gardens are important tools in the fight against this 
health crisis in our communities. “If you eat garbage food and 
fast food, you gain weight,” says PS 155 student Krystal Coskun. 
“So [fruits and vegetables] definitely help you.” Reaching 
children at an early age is vital to changing habits, according to 
experts.  “Showing children the benefit of a healthy lifestyle at an 
early age serves as the first step to eradicating childhood obesity,” 
said Susan Beane, M.D., Healthfirst VP and Medical Director.

Another recent program that highlighted Healthfirst’s commitment 
to Queens was the St. John’s Health and Wellness Expo, sponsored 
by Healthfirst. Fifteen hundred attendees came to St. John’s 
University on April 26 to enjoy free health screenings, sports and 
fitness workshops, cooking demonstrations, games, and more. 
Continuing its focus on children and good health, Healthfirst 
Partner Nutritionist and Veggiecation Founder Lisa Suriano 
showed the crowd of eager children how to prepare a healthy Salad 
Smoothie. And the kids ate it up (literally)!  

City Councilman Peter Koo also showed up to issue a proclamation 
to Healthfirst recognizing their efforts to promote a healthy lifestyle 
in the local community.

Additionally, on Sunday, March 16, Healthfirst welcomed the 
coming of spring at the 26th Annual East Indian Phagwah  
Parade Festival in Richmond Hill. Phagwah, or Holi, takes 
place on the first Sunday after the first full moon on the Hindu 
calendar. More than 10,000 people came out to celebrate the 
festivities and to shower each other in brightly colored dyes. 
Many more events are scheduled, so Queens can look forward  
to a healthy summer!



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UL
Y 1

8–
24

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

40

BT



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UL
Y 1

8–
24

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

42

BT

BY BILL PARRY

5Pointz will start to come 
down in August.

Nearly eight months after 
owner Jerry Wolkoff ordered the 
graffiti mecca whitewashed in 
the dark of the night, the load-
ing dock is buzzing with activity 
as the pre-demolition period is 
drawing to a close.

“We’re cleaning it out now 
and by the first or second week 
in August we’ll begin knocking 
it down,” Wolkoff said. “The pro-
cedure you go through to get your 
demolition permits in New York 
City is mind-boggling.  You’d 
think I was trying to take down 
the Empire State Building or 
something.”

He added that the demoli-
tion of the old warehouse, at 22-44 
Jackson Ave. in Long Island City, 
will take more than three months 
to complete.

“That’s why I painted it over. 
Can you imagine how berserk 
the artists would go each time we 

knocked down one of their pieces 
every day for three months?” he 
said.

Wolkoff is still confused 
about the artists’ reaction to the 
whole process. When he invited 
aerosol artists to start using 
the walls of the former Neptune 
Building in 1993, there was never 
a lease, they were never charged 
and it was always understood by 
all parties that the building had 
an expiration date, according to 
Wolkoff.

“The artists always knew 
the building was coming down, 
I even heard them talk about it 
in television interviews over the 
years. The truth of the matter is I 
never did anything to hurt these 
people,” he said.

When the demolition is com-
plete, Wolkoff will start building 
two residential high-rise towers 
with 1,100 units and 50,000 square 
feet of commercial space.

“I had hoped to start the 
foundation already, but once we 
get going we will not stop until it’s 

finished in 2016 –– that’s what I’m 
hoping for,” he said.

The 77-year-old developer be-
lieves time will heal all wounds 

and one day the artists will re-
turn, especially once they see the 
new complex.

“It’s going to be the coolest 

building in New York and young 
people are really going to want to 
be there,” Wolkoff said. “The art-
ists will come back despite what 
they say publicly right now. Trust 
me, there will be healing.”

Wolkoff is planning 12,000 
square feet of artist studios to 
help lure them back.

“They’ll want the notoriety 
that will come with the new build-
ing,” Wolkoff said. “It will be like 
a couple reconciling after a bitter 
divorce.”

Marie Cecil Flageul, spokes-
woman for the 5Pointz artists, 
sees things a little differently.

“Whatever magic ball he has 
I wish we had, that way we would 
have known about the white-
washing,” she said. “Seriously, 
artists in New York won’t want to 
collaborate with the author of the 
greatest genocide of art in New 
York City history.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4538.

Workers load debris from inside 5Pointz as demolition nears for the longtime 
graffiti mecca. Photo by Bill Parry

Demolition of 5Pointz to begin next month: Owner
Wolkoff promises ‘coolest building in New York’ will lure graffi ti artists back to Long Island City 
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

“Enough is enough” 
was the message of dozens 
of relatives who have lost 
loved ones to gun violence 
in Jamaica Saturday after-
noon.

The National Action 
Network, a civil rights or-
ganization with chapters 
nationwide, held a “lie in” 
demonstration in down-
town Jamaica to commem-
orate those lost and to raise 
awareness of the issue.

“It is a shame that on a 
beautiful day like today, we 
have to be out here in our 
communities, telling our 
own people to stop the gun 
violence and to stop shoot-
ing and killing each other,” 
said Victoria Pannell, 15, 
president of NAN’s New 
York City youth chapter. “It 
is not the answer to settle 
beef or to solve arguments. 
All gun violence is going to 
do is get you 20 years to life 
and make some poor family 
go through the trials and 
tribulations of burying a 
loved one.”

Demonstrators lay 
across the road Saturday, 
temporarily blocking traf-
fic on Parsons Boulevard 
in between Jamaica and 
Archer avenues. Among 
them was Kevin Livings-
ton, founder of 100 Suits for 
100 Men, an organization 
that helps convicted felons 
re-enter the job market.

“We’re tired of being 

reactive,” he said. “If we 
have to disrupt Jamaica’s 
economic engine to bring 
attention to the issue, it’s 
worth it.”

There have been 67 
victims of gun violence in 
Queens South precincts 
this year so far and 658 
shooting victims citywide 
during that time, accord-
ing to NYPD statistics. This 
was a 9.5 percent citywide 
increase in the number of 
shooting victims from the 
same time last year.

Parents, siblings, 
aunts and uncles cried out 
countless names of those 
they knew who had died 
from gun violence.

“Since I lost my son, 
unfortunately, my circle of 
friends has become moth-
ers that have lost their 
kids,” said Shenee John-
son, whose son, Kedrick 
Morrow, was gunned down 

in 2010. “The real question 
is not when are we going to 
stop the violence. The hon-
est question to ask today 
if we don’t continue to do 
more, is who’s next?”

Morrow was killed 
following a dispute at a 
Springfield Gardens party, 
a month before he was go-
ing to graduate from high 
school.

Taylonn Murphy, 
whose 18-year-old daugh-
ter Tayshana was shot and 
killed in a Harlem hous-
ing development in 2011, 
attended the rally to show 
support for Queens parents 
who had lost children to 
gun violence.

“We don’t want anyone 
else to join the messed-up 
club we’re in,” he said.

Embattled state Sen. 
Malcolm Smith (D-Hollis) 
and his challenger, former 
Deputy Borough President 
Leroy Comrie, attended the 
rally and participated in 
the lie in.

“We are out here trying 
to stop the gun violence the 
way our ancestors fought 
segregation — only this 
time, we are doing the dam-
age to ourselves,” Victoria 
Pannell said. “It is time for 
us to let young people know 
that picking up a piece of 
steel is not going to solve 
anything.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Dozens of people lie on Parsons Boulevard in Jamaica as part of a 
rally against gun violence. Photo by Christina Santucci

Jamaica parents demand 
an end to gun violence German   Lessons

After School Program
New York State

Accredited Language Program

Low Tuition
Minimum Age: 4 Years

No Previous German Necessary
Classes Meet Once a Week

Playgroup Age 4–5 From 4:30–6:l5
Kindergarten Age 5–6

Other Classes Ages 7–l5

Four convenient locations
in the Greater New York area:

Ridgewood, Queens. Manhattan (NY),
FranklinSquare, Garden City.

Classes start
second week in September

For more information see:

www.German-American-School.org

or call:

212 787 7543Adele Ruffins, whose son Tysheen Coakley was killed in 2012, hugs 
Shenee Johnson, mother of another murder victim, Kedrick Ali 
Morrow. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

The city Department 
of Health said this week the 
city’s first evidence of West 
Nile virus this summer has 
been detected in northeast 
Queens.

The department said 
in a July 14 news release 
that mosquitoes infected 
with the disease were col-
lected from Douglaston 
and College Point as well 
as Old Town, Staten Island. 
The agency said no human 
cases of the virus had been 
reported and said it would 
begin spraying larvicide 
in catch basins and marsh 
areas around the city to kill 
the infected insects before 
they bite.

Three areas of north-
east Queens — Alley Creek, 
the abandoned Flushing 
Airport and Dubois Point 
near Edgemere Park — 
were set to be sprayed by 

helicopters July 17, July 
18 and July 21 between 6 
a.m. and 7 p.m., the depart-
ment’s website said.

Additional traps will 
also be set to treat catch ba-
sins in the affected areas, 
according to the release.

The department said 
mosquitoes, especially in 
warm weather, are attract-
ed to standing water and 
urged residents to take cau-
tion to prevent the insects 
from spreading to their 
area.

“Now that West Nile 
virus has returned to New 
York City, it is important to 
take simple precautions to 
protect you and your fam-
ily,” Health Commissioner 
Dr. Mary Bassett said in 
a release. “During warm 
weather, mosquitoes can 
breed in any still water that 
stands for more than four 
days, so the most effective 
way to control mosquitoes 

is to eliminate standing 
water.”

Bassett also encour-
aged residents to mosquito-
proof their homes and wear 
repellent or cover their 
arms and legs while outside 
at dawn or dusk. She said 
residents over age 50 are at 
a higher risk to become se-
riously ill if they are infect-
ed with the virus and urged 
them to take caution.

The Health Depart-
ment said not everyone who 
becomes infected with West 
Nile will become ill, but 
said anyone who experienc-
es flu-like symptoms such 
as headache, fever, fatigue, 
weakness or a rash should 
see a doctor immediately.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

BY BILL PARRY

The couple behind 
the Queens World Film 
Festival will have special 
screenings in Jackson 
Heights over the next two 
Saturday evenings.

Katha and Don Cato 
will host FLIC NIC, a free 
outdoor event in Travers 
Park, at 78th Street and 
34th Avenue, at dusk each 
evening.

On July 19, they will 
show nine short films from 
around the world that won 
awards during the festi-
val’s six-day celebration  of 
cinema in March.

“These were the real 
crowd-pleasers during the 
festival,” Katha Cato said.

One of the films, “Re-
cursion,” was produced 
in Astoria, winning the 
Best Short, Best Actor in a 
Short and Founders Choice 
awards during the festival. 

“It’s a darn near-per-
fect festival film,” she said.

There will also be win-
ning films from Brazil, Bel-
gium, Ireland and Cuba.

“The Cuban experi-
mental film ‘Shift’ is visual-
ly gorgeous, truly stunning 
animation,” Cato said.

Four films made in the 

United States will also be 
shown, lending credence to 
FLIC NIC’s slogan “Films 
from around the world and 
around the corner.”

On July 26, the Catos 
will show three family-
friendly films about fathers 
and their children, includ-
ing the French film “Tu Se-
ras un Homme” (“You’ll Be 
a Man”), which took home 
the Best Feature Award at 
the Queens World Film Fes-
tival.

“The director, Benoit 
Cohen, will be here with his 
wife and several members 
of the cast,” Cato said. “It’s 
a quirky and sweet film.”

FLIC NIC is in its 
fourth year and growing in 
popularity.

“It’s one of our favor-
ite events of the year. Last 
year more than 250 resi-
dents came and enjoyed a 
laid-back evening, bring-

Queens World Film Festival 
founders Don and Katha Cato 
bring FLIC NIC to Jackson 
Heights this Saturday. 

Photo courtesy Katha Cato

Queens World Film Fest
shows shorts in Jax Hgts.

First West Nile mosquitoes
found in Doug, College Pt.

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Continued on Page 46
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FAMILY FUN FEST
CELEBRATING OUR WORLD’S FAIR

-50TH ANNIVERSARY-

FREE KIDS’ RIDES, ACTIVITIES, DJ MUSIC & LIVE PERFORMANCES:

COME EARLY for FREE RAFFLES, T-SHIRTS & PRIZES, METS TICKETS & MORE!

SUNDAY, JULY 20, 2014
FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

1:00 to 4:00 pm
Kissena Corridor Park

Main Street & Elder Avenue
Flushing, New York

Ray Blue Band
ALL-AMERICAN ROCK ’N ROLL

and Dancers & Singers of African-American, Chinese,  
South American, Filipino, Korean, and South Asian traditions

(bring blankets & chairs!)

Visit the PEOPLE FOR THE PAVILION booth to learn more about the NYS Pavilion!

Messer Law Group | New York Community Bank | New York Hospital Queens | Dime Bank | Village Care

Prime Sponsors:

Martha Vivas Pellon, 
who was raised in Manhat-
tan but lived in Bayside for 
the last 40 years of her life 
died May 30. She was 83.

A gentle woman, Pel-
lon was born Sept. 3, 1930, 
and loved to dance and visit 
the beach. She was an avid 
tennis player and liked to 
watch the US Open.

She met her future 
husband Saul at a birthday 
party and they were mar-
ried for 63 years.

She was mother to 
Steven and Marianne Pel-
lon, sister to Elba Vivas 
and aunt to Gary, Celeste, 
Steven and Mary. She is 
survived by many friends. 
Martha Pellon loved and 

adored her dogs, Gigi and 
Renee.

Her life will be cele-
brated at Frederick Funer-
al Home, at 192-15 Northern 
Blvd. in Flushing. The Pel-
lon family will be receiving 
visitors for Martha’s memo-
rial service Saturday from 
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at Frederick 
Funeral Home.

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Former state Assem-
blyman Vincent Nicolosi 
died Friday after a years-
long battle with breast can-
cer at the age of 74, relatives 
said.

Nicolosi represented 
District 25 in the state As-
sembly from 1973 to 1980 
and later became the com-
missioner of the state Com-
mission of Investigation 
from 1998 to 2009. The Dis-
trict 25 seat is now held by 

Assemblywoman Nily Ro-
zic (D-Fresh Meadows).

The former Bayside 
resident later moved to 
Manhasset after he left 
public service and entered 
a private law practice with 
his daughter, Maura.

Family members said 
Nicolosi was diagnosed 
with breast cancer more 
than five years ago.

His funeral was held 
at St. Mary’s Roman Catho-
lic Church in Manhasset 
Tuesday morning.

The Springfield Gar-
dens man convicted of 
shooting his parents to 
death in 2011 as they slept 
will spend the rest of his life 
in prison without the pos-
sibility of parole, Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown said Tuesday.

The execution-style 
parricide took place in Sep-
tember 2011 at the family 
home.

A jury found Shane 
Jaggarnauth guilty of 
first-degree murder in 
May. Queens Court Justice 
Gregory Lasak imposed the 
maximum sentence of life 
in prison without parole.

“The defendant was 
convicted of killing his 

parents without warning 
or provocation while they 
slept in their bed,” Brown 
said. “Such a brutal and 
morally reprehensible 
crime calls for a lengthy 
prison sentence to ensure 
that justice is served and 
society is protected.”

Jaggarnauth, 26, for-
merly of 121-47 Grayson St., 
was convicted May 21 of the 
first-degree murder of his 
parents, Sugrim Jaggar-
nauth and his wife Rosie 
Jaggarnauth Sept. 2, 2011, 
in their bedroom. He was 
also convicted of criminal 
possession of a weapon.

According to the trial 
testimony, Jaggarnauth 
and an unidentified person 

entered his parents’ bed-
room while they slept.

Sugrim Jaggarnauth 
was fatally shot in the fore-
head at close range. Rosie 
Jaggarnauth was shot in 
the forehead but was able 
to grab the telephone and 
summon help, but she died 
while on the line with a 911 
operator while being hit by 
three more bullets, pros-
ecutors said.

Shortly afterward, 
Shane Jaggarnauth also 
called 911 to report that he, 
too, had been shot by an 
intruder who, he said, mur-
dered his parents, accord-
ing to the DA.

 
Juan Soto

Son gets life for killing parents 

Nicolosi, 74, served in Assembly  

Martha Pellon, 83, dies
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“He wanted to produce. 
He couldn’t take the tour-
ing. He didn’t like it. It was 
grinding him down.”

Erdelyi wrote a num-
ber of songs in the bands’ 
repertoire of short, blister-
ing anthems, including “I 
Want to Be Your Boyfriend” 
and “Now I Want to Sniff 
Some Glue.”

After 14 studio albums 
and 2,263 live shows across 
the world, the band eventu-
ally broke up in 1996.

In his later years, Erde-
lyi formed Uncle Monk, 
a bluegrass duo, with his 
partner of 40 years, Claudia 
Tienan.

The three other origi-
nal members of the band 
died between 2001 and 2004: 
Joey of lymphoma, Dee 
Dee of a drug overdose and 
Johnny of prostate cancer.

Erdelyi was diagnosed 
with bile duct cancer a cou-
ple of years ago and under-
went chemotherapy before 
he succumbed to the illness 
in his Ridgewood home last 
weekend.

A small funeral was 
held for the punk rock leg-
end, with only close friends 
and family in attendance. 
He is survived by Tienan 
and his brother, Peter.

“Tommy was my dear-
est and oldest friend,” Mel-
nick said. “He got me to 
pick up the bass guitar and 
enter the crazy world of 

rock-‘n’-roll.”
Widely regarded as 

punk rock pioneers, The 
Ramones were inducted 
into the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame in 2002.

“It wasn’t just music 
in The Ramones — it was 
an idea,” Erdelyi said in 
1978. “It was bringing back 
a whole feel that was miss-
ing in rock music — it was a 
whole push outwards to say 
something new and differ-
ent. Originally it was just 
an artistic type of thing, fi-
nally I felt it was something 
that was good enough for 
everybody.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

LATE PAGE

HANGING 10
Elmhurst resident Johan Arenas, a former sergeant in the Marine Corps., rides a wave back 
to the shore in Arverne. Arenas was one of dozens of veterans and soldiers to partici-
pate in the annual three-day Wounded Warrior Project visit to the Rockaway Peninsula. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

PLUMBING AND 
HEATING

SPECIALIST
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

SERVING ALL 5 BOROUGHS
WITH EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

phone: 718-961-8100 
fax: 718-961-9437

OVER 20 YEARS OF
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

125-06 18th Avenue 
College Point, NY 11356

www.jamserviceco.com

Continued from Page 7 

Ramones

ing food and beverages, 
sitting on lawn chairs and 
blankets,” Cato said. “It’s 
got a real small-town feel 
to it, it’s such a community 

event. It distinguishes Jack-
son Heights and Queens, in 
particular, for all it’s won-
derful diversity.”

This summer’s event 
will be special for the Ca-
tos.

“We finally bought our 
own screen, thanks to a 

couple of grants,” Cato said. 
“No longer will we have 
scramble to rig one onto the 
fence.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 44 

FilmFest



TL

TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
UL. 18-24, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
47

BY ALLISON PLITT

Liberty Valance, who 
creates pottery and teach-
es others how to at Long 
Island City’s Brickhouse 
Ceramic Art Center, also 
enjoys painting nature 
scenes from the environs 
around her.  

She likes to depict an-
imals from the Mill Creek 
Marsh near her home in 
Weehawken, N.J., like the 
many snowy owls she spot-
ted this past spring.

Although she relishes 
painting these outdoor 
scenes as well as animat-
ed indoors scenes of cats 

knocking over furniture, 
Valance prefers to paint 
her creations on pottery.  

“Painting on a can-
vas doesn’t work for me.  
I don’t feel right about it,” 
Valance said.  “Painting 
the scenes on clay just un-
folded.  That’s the thing 
with art.  It just happens.”

Valance’s own jour-
ney through life explains 
her road to success as an 
artist.  Although she was 
born in Long Island, Lib-
erty’s family moved to 
Greenwich Village before 
she was a year old.  Her 
father was a musician and 
her mother is an artist.  

She attended Greenwich 
House Nursery School, 
where she was first intro-
duced to pottery.

When Valance gradu-
ated from high school in 
1966, a friend told her to 
take a pottery class at the 

Crafts Student League, 
which was under the um-
brella of the YWCA/NYC.  
Valance took a class from 
a woman named Gertrude 
Englander, a well-known 
ceramicist, who encour-
aged her to experiment 
with the different tech-
niques of making pottery.

While Valance en-
joyed hand building in 
clay, Englander, insisted 
she go on the pottery 
wheel.  

“I went on the wheel, 
and honest to God, flames 
were shooting out of the 
motor,” Valance said. “It’s 
just not for me, but differ-
ent people are attracted to 
different things.”

When the YWCA/
NYC decided to sell its 
building and change its 
focus, the Crafts Student 
League closed.  

Ellen Day, who was 
the former director of the 
student program, pur-
chased the equipment, and 
started to look for a new 
home. About 18 months 
later, Day opened the 
Brickhouse Ceramic Art 
Center in a 4,000-square-
foot facility at 10-34 44th 
Drive in Long Island City.

Valance has been 
a fixture at Brickhouse 
since it opened in 2007.  

“I’m a Capricorn 
which is an earth sign, so 
I like clay, working with 
my hands,” Valance said. 
“I started doing animal 
vases, tea pots, planters, 
things like that.”

All the plates and 
cups that Valance creates 
are completely functional 
and can be used daily. 

Believing that pottery 

TimesLedger, July 18-24, 2014

Continued on Page 52

ARTIST FIRED UP ARTIST FIRED UP 
OVER HER WORKS

Liberty Valance teaches crafting 
techniques at Long Island City’s 
Brickhouse Ceramic Art Center

Sudoku 48 
Arts & Entertainment 51 

Crossword Puzzle 52 
Guide to Dining 54 

Liberty Valance decorates her ceramic mugs with paintings of 
wildlife and house cats. Colorful tropical fish are painted on a 
ceramic plate. Photos by Allison Plitt
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Answers in Sports

PRODUCTIONS

World’s Fair Play Festival — 
Queens Theatre commissioned 
local, national and international 
playwrights to create 10 
original, 10-minute plays 
inspired by the 1939 and 1964 
World’s Fairs.
When: July 18 to July 27, 
Fridays at 8 pm, Saturdays at 
2 pm and 8 pm and Sundays 
at 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

“Gypsy” — Based on the life of 
stripper Gypsy Rose Lee, this 
classic American musical by 
Stephen Sondheim, Jule Styne 
and Arthur Laurents includes a 
dozen Broadway standards. 
When: July 18 to Aug. 3, Friday 
and Saturdays at 8 pm, Sundays 
at 3 pm
Where: Rockaway Theatre 
Co., Building T4, Fort Tilden, 

Rockaway
Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Fiddler on the Roof” — 
JABEN, USA, SuperNova 
Productions and The Josephine 
Foundation present the classic 
musical about traditions and a 
changing world. 
When: July 18 to July 26
Where: Immaculate 
Conception Center Theater, 
72-00 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston
Cost: $25/general, $40/VIP 
seating
Contact: (516) 334-1536
Website: www.
thejosephinefoundation.org

“Summer Serenade” — 
Maggie’s Little Theater stages 
a musical revue to benefi t the 
renovation of St. Margaret 
Parish Hall.
When: July 19 to July 27, 
Saturdays at 8 pm and Sundays 
at 2:30 pm
Where: St. Margaret Parish 

Hall, 66-05 79th Place, Middle 
Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors, 
$12/children 11 and under
Website: www.
maggieslittletheater.org

“Cymbeline” — Hip to Hip 
Theatre Co. opens its eighth 
season with Shakespeare’s play 
that combines tragedy, comedy 
and romance. The evening 
begins with a 30-minute Kids 
and the Classics program. 
When: Wednesday, July 23, at 
7 pm and Saturday, July 26, at 
7 pm
Where: July 23 at Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park near the 
Unisphere; July, 26 at St. Albans 
Park near Merrick and Linden 
boulevards, South Jamaica
Cost: Free
Website: www.hiptohip.org

“Two Gentlemen of Verona” 
— Hip to Hip’s other production 
this summer is Shakespeare’s 
slapstick comedy about 
love, friendship, betrayal, 
forgiveness and a dog. 
The evening begins with a 
30-minute Kids and the Classics 
program. 
When: Thursday, July 24, at 7 
pm and Friday, July 25, at 7 pm
Where: July 24 at Crocheron 
Park, 35th Avenue and Cross 

Continued on Page 52
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VISIT US AT VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER.COM

Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner 

and the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza with the purchase of an entree

Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

THURSDAYS
HALF PRICE 

BOTTLE OF WINE
Choose from any bottle on our list

Open Tuesday through Saturday, Noon to 10 pm
Sunday, Noon to 9 pm

21-64 Utopia Parkway
Whitestone, NY
(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.comPIZZERIA

$7.50 LUNCH MENU!
Tuesday–Friday 12pm–5:30pm 

SOUP AND SIDE HOUSE SALAD

ENTRÉE SALADS:

PASTA

FLATBREAD SANDWICH & SIDE HOUSE SALAD

SMALL PIZZA & SODA

20% OFF CATERING!
FREE DELIVERY

Summertime, and the livin’ is 
easy – “Porgy and Bess”

Whether or not your daddy’s 
rich and your ma is good lookin’, 
check out Ella Fitzgerald’s ren-
dition of this ballad on YouTube, 
and put yourself in the mood for 
some summer fun.

The good news is that this 
is the time of year when several 
theater festivals take place; the 
downside is that they’re mainly 
not happening in Queens.  Across 
the river in Manhattan you can 
attend the Midtown Interna-

tional Theatre Festival, the 
New York Musical Theatre 

Festival, the New York Interna-

tional Fringe Festival and the 
Strawberry One-Act Festival, 
among others, at various loca-
tions and at modest prices.

In our borough the commu-

nity theaters take the summer 
off, although they tend to hold au-
ditions now for plays that will be 
performed in the fall.  There may 
be more activity in Long Island 
City, the booming area some-
times known as Manhattan East, 
but it has yet to reach my screen.  
Speaking of screens, my favorite 
LIC venue, the Chain Theatre, 
will hold its annual film festival 
in August.

Queens Theatre with its 
three stages keeps busy all year-
round, with the possible excep-
tion of the two weeks when the US 
Tennis Open takes over the park 
(Flushing Meadows-Corona).  
From July 18 to 27, QT presents 
the World’s Fair Play Festi-

val, 10 original 10-minute plays 
inspired by the 1939-40 and 1964-
65 World’s Fairs.  And later this 
month the Latino Cultural Fes-

tival returns.
A group that I would like to 

hear more about, the Black Spec-

trum Theatre, located in Roy 
Wilkins Park, is hosting its 12th 
annual St Albans Jazz Festival 
on July 19.  The Killing Kom-

pany, which performs original 
comedy-mystery dinner shows 
in the metropolitan area, makes 
a Queens appearance on Sept. 12 
at Riccardo’s in Astoria.  Before 
summer ends, the Queens Coun-

cil on the Arts, announces its 
first Queens Art Intervention, on 

Sept. 20, a series of outdoor “hap-
penings” all over the borough.  If 
you have an idea for an Art in-
tervention, register with QCA no 
later than Aug. 1.  Questions: call 
347-201-2186.

Last but not least, courtesy 
of NYC Parks & Recreation, pub-
lic funding, and the Hip To Hip 

Theatre Co., two plays by Wil-

liam Shakespeare – an early 
comedy, “Two Gentleman of Ve-
rona” and his late romance/fairy 
tale “Cymbeline” – will tour in 
repertory in 12 parks in Queens 
from July 23 to Aug. 17.  Those 
of you put off by reading Shake-
speare, as our recent high school 
graduate and summer office temp 
Amanda was, not to worry.  When 
you see his plays performed, it’s 
a whole different story, and you 
may become a fan for life.

Hip To Hip was founded in 

2007 by Queens-based actors Ja-

son and Joy Marr and has been 
growing steadily. To date it has 
produced 12 of the 38 plays in the 
Shakespearean canon, and in ad-
dition to Queens has branched out 
to such exotic locales as Jersey 
City and Southampton.  One half 
hour before each performance of 
this season’s plays will be a fun 
interactive workshop for children 
of all ages called “Kids & The 
Classics.”  If you want to catch the 
shows at my favorite park, Cro-
cheron in Bayside — a shout out 
to all my fellow tennis players — 
“Two Gentleman” is on July 24, 
and “Cymbeline” on Aug. 7, both 
starting at 7 p.m.  Otherwise, ac-
cess the rest of the schedule.  And, 
by the way, it’s all free!

Contact Ron Hellman at RB-
HOFC@gmail.com. 

Summertime and boro theater choices are easy
Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing
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THE CLINTON RESTAURANT

9-17 Clintonville Street (Corner of 10th Ave), Whitestone
(718) 746-4571 • www.theclintonrestaurant.com

Visit us on Facebook

SERVING: Steak  Chicken  Veal
Seafood  Pasta  Pizza  Hamburgers

OPEN AT NOON 7 DAYS A WEEK

Babich Family Owned 
Since 1939

H O M E M A D E   I TA L I A N   CU I S I N E

IN OUR 75TH YEAR!

$23.95

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

$25.95
 A  B  C

Stuffed Shells
Tortellini w/Meat Sauce

Ravioli
Baked Ziti

Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil

From
From B

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$26.95

1 of 3 Choices

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

1

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

BY MERLE EXIT

Pop into any Citibank 
around noon time these 
days, and you may encoun-
ter the beloved mascot Mr. 
Met as well as Mets Alumni 
and SNY Broadcasters Ron 
Darling or Keith Hernan-
dez. 

More than 100 fans 
had the line at the Forest 
Hill branch heading out 
the door onto 71st Avenue 
and around the corner onto 
Austin Street last Friday.

Rob Gorman, an Asto-
ria resident, is such an avid 
Mets fan that he was first 
on line at 8:45 a.m. to meet 
one of his favorite players, 
Keith Hernandez.   Gorman 
collects autographs of the 
team players, past or pres-
ent. 

“I’m excited to meet 
him and would have come 
even earlier,” Gorman 
said. “I was surprised that 

there were not more people 
before me.”  

It certainly paid off 
when a trivia contest came 
about as his answer got 
him a signed bat. 

Other correct answers 
were rewarded with a 
signed baseball and tickets 
to a game.   

Each fan had the op-
portunity to have Hernan-
dez autograph an item that 
he or she had brought in.  
Otherwise Keith placed his 
name on a photo of himself 
as a player.  

One couple, Kathleen 
Izo and Bill Donahue, ar-
rived early from Linden-
hurst, L. I. 

“I’m the driver but 
also a Met fan” said Izo.  

Donahue admitted that 
he would not have come for 
just any Mets player. 

“Keith is an all-time 
great Met from the ’86 
championship team,” Do-

nahue said. “I like the older 
Mets and enjoy listening to 
Keith on television.”

“I’m pleased to be a 
former New York player 
for the Mets,” said Hernan-
dez after being introduced. 
“Now I am an employee of 
the Mets and employee of 
SNY.”

Citibank provided 
food and refreshments for 
both the fans and Citibank 
customers with a spread of 
fresh fruit, bottled water 
and “Mr. and Mrs. Met” 
cookies.  

Although no future 
appearances are slated 
for the former Mets at a 
Queens Citibank, Mr. Met 
will appear July 19, at the 
Busy Mall located at 37-12 
Main St. in Flushing just 
after noon. 

A full schedule of the 
Mr. Met Fan Tour is avail-
able at: www.mets.com/
citi.

Legendary player hits home run in Forest Hills
Keith Hernandez along with Mr. Met meet fans and sign autographs at nab’s Citibank branch offi ce

Astoria resident Rob Gorman (r.) shows off the bat former N.Y. Mets Keith Hernandez autographed for 
him at Forest Hill’s Citibank branch last week. Photo by Merle Exit
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BY GABRIELLE PRUSAK

Queens resident 
Ashanti Middleton brings 
to life different ways chil-
dren can find courage 
within them in her new 
book “Kaylah Waylah’s 
First Day in 6th Grade.” 

This is Middleton’s 
first children’s book and 
she hopes to help young 
readers be braver through 
her story.

“It’s about a girl who 
comes from the fifth grade 
going into sixth grade and 
experiences a few chal-
lenges such as making 
friends, switching class-
es and dealing with the 
challenges as they come,” 
said Middleton. “[Kaylah] 
builds the courage to make 
it through her first day of 
sixth grade which was 
challenging to her.”

This is just one of her 
three books geared toward 
the elementary school set.

“My book series is 
dedicated to not just little 
girls but all children,” said 
Middleton. “Each book has 
a lesson that they could 
take with them and build 
courage — that’s the main 
story line.” 

The main character in 
this story, Kaylah Waylah, 

is actually inspired by her 
niece Kaylah.  Middleton 
helped raise her and she is 
so active and adventurous 
she thought, “I really need to 
write about this little girl.” 

The book is 12 pages 
long and was illustrated by 
Zach Wideman. 

In a press release, 
Wideman said that Kay-
lah’s character “is so full 
of life and a character and 
that comes through in the 
pictures.” Wideman con-
tinued, “She is just like 

most little girls.” 
Middleton believes 

that at this age children 
lack courage and it’s very 
important to teach them to 
be courageous. 

“If they could find a 
positive role model it can 
ease the transition,” Mid-
dleton said. 

Middleton’s book can 
be found online as a digital 
download or a hard copy for 
$7 on her website at www.
itskaylahwaylah.com. 

BY GABRIELLE PRUSAK

Seven of pop artist 
Andy Warhol’s iconic silk 
screen prints will now call 
Flushing home. 

The Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum at Queens College 
received the works as a gift 
from the Andy Warhol Foun-
dation for the Visual Art. 

“We are truly grateful 
to The Warhol Foundation 
for increasing the breadth 
and depth of our collec-
tion and enabling the pre-
sentation of these works 
to our community,” said 
Amy Winter, the Godwin-
Ternbach director. “This 
gift greatly enhances our 
already sizable collection 
of Warhol work, which in-
cludes the Campbell’s Soup 
and electric chair suites of 
photo-silk screen prints.”

This donation to 
Queens College includes 
two prints of Warhol’s sig-
nature image of “Flowers” 
including one in black and 
white and one in color. 
There will also be portraits 
of famous American fig-
ures such as Muhammad 
Ali and Sitting Bull, images 
of the Brooklyn Bridge and 
Cologne Cathedral and “La-
dies and Gentlemen,” from 
a series of portraits of New 

York City transvestites that 
Warhol created in 1975.

These works  were cre-
ated by using Warhol’s usu-
al method of taking a Pola-
roid portrait of the sitter or 
image and silk screening it 
onto paper or canvas. Then 
it was embellished with 
synthetic polymer paint 
in a bright array of nearly 
psychedelic colors.

The Andy Warhol 
Foundation had donated 
150 original Warhol Pola-

roid snapshots and gelatin 
silver prints back in 2008 
to honor the 20th anniver-
sary of the foundation.

A Warhol exhibition 
will be on display from Sept. 
11 through Nov. 1 at the God-
win-Ternbach Museum. 

The exhibit will be 
titled “Andy Warhol’s Pho-
to-Aesthetic and Beyond,” 
and will include selected 
color Polaroid and black 
and white photographs as 
well as the prints.

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

EVENTS

Taste the World: Botanical Brew 
Fest at QBG — Celebrate the 50th 
and 75th anniversaries of the 
World’s Fairs with beers, food and 
music at this 21-plus event.
When: Saturday, July 19, from 
noon - 7 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $50
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Borough author pens new 
children’s book on courage

Andy Warhol’s latest gifts arrive 
at Queens College’s museum

Family Day at St. Albans Park 
— Enjoy an afternoon of crafts, 
games, music and more.
When: Saturday, July 19, at noon
Where: St. Albans Park, Merrick 
and Linden boulevards, Jamaica
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

SummerStage: The Edge 
School of the Arts — Modeled 
after the Bernice Johnson 
Cultural Arts Center in 
southeast Queens, the ESOTA is 
in its 18th year. 

When: Monday, July 21, at 10:30 
am
Where: Rochdale Park, Guy R. 
Brewer Boulevard and 137th 
Avenue, Rochdale
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

SummerStage: Ifetayo Youth 
Ensemble — The performance 
group combines artistic 
excellence and exploration of 
social issues. 
When: Tuesday, July 22, at 
10:30 am
Where: Rufus King Park, 
Jamaica Avenue and 153rd 
Street, Jamaica
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Water Festival — A fun-fi lled 
afternoon of water infl atables, 
bounce houses, cotton candy, 
popcorn and more. When: 
Wednesday, July 23, from 11 

am - 1 pm
Where: Beach 108th Street, 
Rockaway Beach
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

MUSIC

St. Albans Jazz Festival — 
This year’s concert is a salute 
to southeast Queens labor. 
Performers include Michael 
Flyte’s Atomic Band, Bill Jacobs 
Ensemble and Camille Gainer 
Jones.
When: Saturday, July 19, from 3 
pm - 10 pm
Where: St. Albans Park, Linden 
and Merrick boulevards
Cost: Free

Warm Up 2014 — MoMA PS 1 
weekly outdoor music series 
continues with Robert Hood, 
Objekt, Rrose, Vatican Shadow, 

Container and Young Male.
When: Saturday, July 19, from 3 
pm to 9 pm, doors open at noon
Where: MoMA PS 1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $18/advance, $20/at door
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

Vessio in Concert — Astoria’s 
own brother and sister rock 
duo Dante and Misia Vessio 
celebrate the launch of their 
debut album.
When: Saturday, July 19, at 
7:30 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

Queens Family Day — 
Performances by Jazz at 
Lincoln Center Orchestra, 

Rashida Bumbray, Michael 
Mossman and the Copland Jazz 
highlight the day of music and 
dance.
When: Sunday, July 20, at 4 pm
Where: Queensbridge Park, 
Vernon Boulevard, Long Island 
City
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Pasofi no – Take a musical 
journey of the Latin genre.
When: Thursday, July 24, at 
7:30 pm
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell, Forest Park, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org
 
Waterfront Concert Series 
2014 — Central Astoria Local 
Development Coalition Inc. 
presents DooWop with The 

Queens author Ashanti Middleton has written a children’s book 
about being courageous. Photo courtesy Ashanti Middleton

Andy Warhol’s photo-silk screen print of Sitting Bull is one of the 
works donated to Queens College’s Godwin-Ternbach Museum. 

Photo courtesy Godwin-Ternbach Museum

Continued on Page 53
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Across
1. Fresh talk
5. Fizzless
9. Clock standard: Abbr.
12. Block house?
14. Wash
15. Peter, Paul and Mary, e.g.
16. Decision-maker
18. Go ballistic
19. Michener best seller
20. Space between two points
22. Marching band member
24. Mock
25. Bone connector
29. Litter's littlest
30. Three-time Hart Trophy 
winner
31. "Halt!"
33. Spring buy
36. Ride without pedaling
39. Pitching stat
40. Sting, for one
41. City or circle starter
42. Blockhead
44. Shell mover
45. Monopoly card
47. Without warning
50. Frightened
52. Actor John of "Sands of 
Iwo Jima"
53. Like many swords
55. Insignia
59. Blocks
60. Steinway product
62. Bible vessels
63. Send off
64. Large Japanese guys
65. Musical notes
66. Itch cause
67. Schooner part

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

July 18-24, 2014

By Ed Canty

Spectacular

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

T E M P E S C E N E M V P
A C O R N A A R O N O I L
R O B E R T F R O S T B O A

S O M E R S R O I L S
I M B I B E R B E D L A M
G O O D E N U N L A D E
L O B E S N O U T P S I
O R C L O T T E R Y H A D
O E R A L O I S G O R E

A N N E A L F A U N A S
A T T I C S A I L M E N T
U N C L E T I N N E D
D O H L O B S T E R R O L L
I T I O N A I R T O R M E
T E T T E R S E S P E N D

Down
1. Sound of resignation
2. Taj Mahal locale
3. Popular side
4. Accord competitor
5. Tough bug
6. Grease
7. Steer clear of
8. Hardly verbose
9. National Park in Wyoming
10. Chop finely
11. Carry
13. Loathing
15. New hire
17. Is in harmony
21. Bridge support
23. Put in the pot
25. Math points
26. Caddie's offering
27. City in North Dakota
28. Matadors opponents

32. ___ New Guinea
34. Twofold
35. Lively
37. Crystal ball gazer
38. Tire pattern
43. Beat barely
46. Word with clam or gold
48. Deadens acoustically
49. Element #68
50. On the ball
51. Skin layer
53. Way up the mountain?
54. Speaker's place
56. Tibetan priest
57. Baseball's Slaughter
58. Lion's share
61. To the ___ degree

OUTWARD BOUND

is a complex art medium be-
cause it involves many pro-
cesses, Valance describes 
the technique in detail. 

“First is to make the 
piece of pottery, either 
functional or a sculpture.  
Second, when the piece is 
finished and dry, it is then 
bisque fired — fired to a 
lower temperature like a 
flower pot. Third, the piece 
is glazed and put back into 
the kiln for the final fir-
ing at about 2,168 degrees 
Fahrenheit,” Valance said.  
“Glazing is always an ex-
citing process.  Sometimes 
there are surprises with 
the glaze.  When the kiln is 
cool enough, it is unloaded 
and the pots are ready to 
take home.”

Valance teaches two 
pottery classes at Brick-
house, on Tuesday morn-
ings and on Wednesday 
nights.  Her classes are 
called, “Dream It.  Make 

It.”  Since her students are 
interested in creating dif-
ferent types of clay pieces, 
she allows them the free-
dom to pursue their own 
ideas.  She is even teaching 
several students to paint on 
clay like herself.

With a few pieces for 
sale at the Brickhouse en-
trance, Valance says she 
can custom-make orders 
for people, which can take 
between six to eight weeks.  

Like most of the other art-
ists at Brickhouse, she sells 
the majority of her pieces at 
Brickhouse’s holiday sale 
in December.

After more than 40 
years of creating pottery, 
Valance gives valuable ad-
vice to those learning to 
work with clay.  

“Just be patient and not 
have preconceived notions 
because clay has a way of 
coming out the way it’s sup-
posed to be and not the way 
you want it,” Valance said. 
“You think you want to 
make this beautiful thing 
with this certain shape and 
the clay just doesn’t want 
to quite go that way and it 
comes out better than you 
think.”

For more information 
about Liberty Valance, you 
can contact her by e-mail at 
jmclv@aol.com.  To inquire 
about classes at Brickhouse, 
you can call (718) 784-4907 or 
visit www.brickhouseny.com.

Island Parkway in Bayside; 
July 25 at Lost Battalion Rec 
Center, 93-29 Queens Blvd. in 
Rego Park
Cost: Free
Website: www.hiptohip.org

“Bye, Bye Birdie” — The 
Tony award-winning 
musical parodies the mania 
surrounding the drafting of 
Elvis into the U.S. Army, and 
includes the classic show 

tunes “Kids” and “Put on a 
Happy Face.”
When: Aug. 8 to Aug. 17, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday 
at 3 pm
Where: Aug. 8 and Aug 9 at 
Glendale/Maspeth United 
Methodist Church, 66-14 
Central Ave., Glendale; Aug. 
10, Aug. 16 and Aug. 17 at 
Community United Methodist 
Church, 75-27 Metropolitan 
Ave. Middle Village.
Cost: $18/adults, $15/children 
12 and under, $15/seniors on 
Sunday matinees only
Contact: (718) 894-8654

Website: www.jcplayers.com

“Godspell” — This pre-
”Wicked” Stephen Schwartz 
musical is based on the Book 
of Matthew from the New 
Testament. 
When: Aug. 8 to Aug. 17, 
Wednesdays - Saturdays at 8 
pm, Sundays at 2 pm
Where: St. Gregory Theatre 
Group, Gregorian Hall, 244-44 
87th Ave., Bellerose
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors 
and $7/children
Contact: (718) 989-2451
Website: www.sgtg.org

Theater
Continued from Page 48

ARTIST F IRED UP 
OVER  H ER  WO R KS

Continued from Page 47

Liberty Valance has taught 
classes at Long Island City’s 
Brickhouse Ceramic Art Center 
since it opened in 2007. 

Photo by Allison Plitt

Summer Networking Night

Media Sponsor: TimesLedger Newspapers

CO-HOSTED BY: Hunters Point Parks Conservancy SPONSORED BY: Garden School and ModernSpaces

Enjoy complimentary wine, beer and hors d’oeuvres at 
LIC’s new waterfront café and bar. Live Music by El Chico Blanco.

Tickets: LICP Members $20; Non-Members $30.

Register at www.licpartnership.org or call 718-786-5300 x21.
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BY GABRIELLE PRUSAK

Classical music lovers 
will not have to travel to 
Manhattan this weekend to 
hear Bach and Handel: they 
will be able to get their me-
lodious fix right in Flush-
ing.

“I thought it would be 
a nice type of event because 
these [performances] are 
very rare in our area,” said 
Mary’s Nativity Church 
Music Director Paul Jo-
seph. 

Performing at the 
church Sunday is Revela-
tions Quintet, whose leader 
John Wolfe, is a member of 
the church. 

“I’m very good friends 
with Paul Joseph,” said 
Wolfe. “He’s very generous 
in hosting our concert and 
the church leadership has 
been generous.”

The members of the 
band met while getting 
their master’s degrees at 
Queens College. 

Revelations Quintet 
is made up of Erik Ander-
sen on cello, Kate Goddard 
on violin and Tod Hedrick 
on a Renaissance-era cello 
called a viola da gamba. 
Wolfe rounds out the group 
on the harpsichord and or-
gan. Joining the musicians 
will be soprano Candace 
Lynn Matthews.

“They’re a great dy-
namic group,” said Joseph. 

“There aren’t many young 
early music ensemble’s.”

The church hopes to 
use this performance as 
stepping stone to a full mu-
sic series. 

“I really encourage 
anyone to come and hear,” 
Wolfe said. “It’s an incredi-
ble experience for us to play 
very old timeless music.”

He added, “These are 
some of the masterpieces 
of the world’s music. We’re 
thrilled to be able to per-
form it and hope that other 
people would want to be 
involved and experience it 
too.”

Revelations Quintet to fi ll air 
with classic music in Flushing

Devotions.
When: Thursday, July 24, at 
7:30 pm
Where: Astoria Park Lawn, 
Shore Boulevard between the 
Hell Gate Bridge and the pool.
Cost: Free
Website: www.centralastoria.org
 

FILM

Summer Movie Series — 
Gather the minions and head to 
the beach for a free showing of 
“Despicable Me 2.”
When: Tuesday, July 22, at 7 pm
Where: Beach 17th Street and 
the boardwalk, Rockaway Beach
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Summer Movie Night — The 
New York Restoration Project 
screens the Walt Disney mixed 
live action and animated fi lm 
“Pete’s Dragon.”
When: Tuesday, July 22, at 8 pm
Where: Pembroke Avenue 
Community Garden, 253-13 
Pembroke Ave., Little Neck
Cost: Free

Website; www.nycgovparks.org

Outdoor Cinema 2014 at 
Socrates — The international 
fi lm festival presents “Umberto 
D.” from Italy. The evening 
begins with musical and dance 
performances. 
When: Wednesday, July 23, at 
7 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Summer Movie Series — 
Gather the minions and head to 
the beach for a free showing of 
“Despicable Me 2.”
When: Wednesday, July 23, at 
8 pm
Where: Elmhurst Park, Grand 
Avenue and 79th Street, 
Elmhurst
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

DANCE

Harambee Dance Co. — In 
Swahili harambee means, let 
us pull together. The dance 

troupe combines the essence of 
African and African-American 
dance and music. An open class 
precedes the group’s show. 
When: Friday, July 18, at 7 pm
Where: Queensbridge Park, 
Vernon Boulevard, Long Island City
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Dancing Under the Stars
When: Wednesdays, through 
July 30, from 7 pm - 8:30 pm 
Where: Little Bay Park, Cross 
Island Parkway near the 
Clearview Expressway
Cost: Free
Northeast Queens Parks holds 
weekly ballroom dancing 
lessons. At the July 30 fi nale, a 
live band will perform.

Japanese Classical Dance 
at Resobox — Workshops 
teach the 400-year-old nichibu 
dance popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome and 
all materials are provided. When: 
Mondays, 5:30 pm workshop for 
children 8 to 11; 6:30 pm workshop 
for all ages 12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

Soprano Candace Lynn 
Matthews sings as part of 
the Relevations Quintet 
this weekend in Flushing. 

Photo courtesy Paul Joseph

IF YOU GO
Revelations Quintet

When: Sunday, July 20, 
at 4 pm
Where: Mary’s Nativity 
Church, 46-02 Parsons 
Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $10/advance, $15/
at door
Contact: (718) 359-5996

Arts
Continued from Page 51

Hot Jazz / Cool Garden with Bria Skonberg Quartet
The uber talented Bria Skonberg brings her quartet featuring Sean Cronin, Base; 
Dalton Ridenhour, Piano and Darrian Douglas, drums to Louis Armstrong House Mu-
seum on Saturday, July 19th at 2:00 pm. This concert is the second installment in 
the museum’s signature Hot Jazz / Cool Garden Summer Concert Series which has 
become a hot ticket in NYC’s cool summer concert scene.

Tickets are $18 in advance and include red 
beans ‘n rice, sweet tea and a complimentary 
museum pass.  Tickets can be purchased online 
at LouisArmstrongHouse.org. The fi nal concert 
in this series is on Saturday, August 16th featur-
ing Gordon Au & the Grand Street Stompers.

About Bria Skonberg & the Bria Skonberg 

Quartet

The Bria Skonberg Quartet is a powerhouse 
combination of emerging talent in the New York 
jazz scene. The Wall Street Journal proclaimed 
leader Bria Skonberg is “poised to be one of the 
most versatile and imposing musicians of her 
generation.” This year she earned a Jazz Journal-
ists’ Association nomination for “Up and Coming 
Jazz Artist of The Year”, is included in DOWN-
BEAT Magazine’s Rising Star Critics‘ Poll, and 
was honored a NY Bistro Award for “Outstand-
ing Jazz Artist”. Best known for her knowledge of 
classic jazz and instigative nature, she has cre-
ated a style rooted in hot jazz, world percussion, 
soul and modern effects for her new album “Into 
Your Own” (Random Act Records 2014).

For the Louis Armstrong House Museum’s Hot Jazz / Cool Garden concert, Bria 
has assembled a group of unique musicians that are profi cient in the roots of jazz 
with 21st century sensibilities. Bassist Sean Cronin, a free spirited musical mas-
termind, has been a part of all of Bria’s original projects since 2007; He leads his 
own psychedelic jazz/fusion experience named “Very Good” on both coasts. Pianist 
Dalton Ridenhour, a native of St. James, Missouri, has been a featured artist at rag-
time festivals since his early teens. He gained his Masters’ degree at the prestigious 
Berklee College Of Music and the Eastman School of Music, recorded his fi rst solo 
album on Rivermont Records and is a fi rst call pianist in New York with the likes of 
Dan Levinson. Rounding out the group on drums is Darrian Douglas, originally from 
Jackson, Mississippi. Darrian moved to New Orleans in 2008 where he took over 
the drum chair in the Ellis Marsalis’ Quartet for the next four years. During that time 
he also played with Irvin Mayfi eld, Germain Bazzle, Topsy Chapman, and recorded 
with his own group “The Session.” Bria fi rst met Darrian at the Ascona Jazz Festival 
in Switzerland; since his 2012 arrival in New York he has performed with Wynton 
Marsalis, Victor Goines, Joe Temperley and more.  Bria performs most often in New 
York on Wednesdays at Birdland with the Louis Armstrong Eternity Band directed by 
David Ostwald.  She is an active advocate for music education and co-producer of 
the New York Hot Jazz Festival.  

About the Louis Armstrong House Museum

The Louis Armstrong House Museum is located at 34-56 107th Street in Corona, 
Queens, New York. The museum is open Tuesday – Friday from 10:00 am to 5:00 
pm and Saturday/Sunday from 12:00 noon – 5:00 pm.  Travel directions and more at 
LouisArmstrongHouse.org or 718.478.8274.
Currently on exhibit: 20 Years of Louis Armstrong Archives now through October 
6th and is free with museum admission.
Parking is available in the neighborhood and the museum is accessible by subway 
via the 7 train.
Thanks to the vision and funding of the Louis Armstrong Educational Foundation, the 
Louis Armstrong House Museum welcomes visitors from all over the world, six days 
per week, 52 weeks per year.

Bria Skonberg 2014
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

OFF THE HOOK THE HOME OF EURO-SOUL CUISINET

TO BE FEATURED IN OUR GUIDE TO DINING CALL FOR INFORMATION: 718.260.4521
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BT

Hallets Cove Playground gets makeover

Councilman Costa Costantinides, who organized the event, pulls weeds from the ground in the play-
ground.  Photo by Christina Santucci

Volunteers pitched in to clean Hallets Cove Playground in the Astoria Houses Sat-
urday morning during an event organized by Councilman Costa Constantinides. The 
NYPD’s Community Affairs Unit set up its rock climbing wall for participants to have 
some fun after beautifying the waterfront area. 

Marcal Clark smiles as he descends from the NYPD’s rock wall. The Police Department’s Community 
Affairs Unit set up the wall as part of the cleanup.  Photo by Christina Santucci

Teanna Hodge fills out a volunteer form as Astoria Houses Residents Association Vice President 
Renee Edwards works at the volunteer table.  Photo by Christina Santucci

evening.
Close to 30 people 

crowded into C.J. Sullivan’s 
to hash out the business im-
provement district’s accom-
plishments and goals, elect 
a new board of directors 
and hear Wenk discuss suc-
cessful parking facilities.

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) ear-
marked $20,000 from the 
city budget for financing a 
feasibility study into trans-
forming the municipal lot 
near 41st Avenue and 214th 
Place into a multi-level 
structure.

“Parking garages have 
a bad reputation,” Wenk 
said, while flipping through 
slides of modern structures 
across the globe, some fea-
turing artistic architec-
ture, meticulously selected 
stained glass and verdant 
walls of greenery. “You pay 
a premium for good design, 

but it’s worth it.”
Wenk said parking 

garages tend to be more 
noticeable than surface 
lots and require less space, 
which has helped munici-
palities develop economi-
cally viable projects by 
moving from flat parking 
facilities to multi-story 
structures.

Garages also take traf-
fic off the street by provid-
ing an alternative to those 
circling in search of park-
ing, Wenk said.

But they come at a 
steep price.

Constructing garages 
in the metro area costs 
about $21,000 per spot, com-
pared to $3,000 per space in 
surface lots, according to 
Wenk.

At that rate, she said 
a 500-space garage would 
need to charge about $150 
for monthly passes or $7.50 
in daily fees.

Dominick Bruccoleri, 
the BID chairman, noted 
that exploring expanding 
parking at the municipal 
lot was a high priority for 

the organization because 
commuters tend to gobble 
up spaces near the Bayside 
Long Island Rail Road sta-
tion and the shortage leads 
potential shoppers to Long 
Island.

He said the Business 
Improvement District, 
which represents about 400 
businesses and property 
owners clustered along 
Bell Boulevard between 
Northern Boulevard and 
41st Avenue, was consider-
ing having a design compe-
tition, should the study find 
the parking garage plan 
feasible.

Many in the crowd said 
that idea appealed to them, 
but some voiced concerns 
about whether commut-
ers would choose to pay to 
use a parking garage when 
there is free street parking 
in nearby blocks.

On another front, BID 
Executive Director Lyle 
Sclair said next year the or-
ganization hopes to expand 
its free graffiti cleanup pro-
gram, organize a food-crawl 
through local restaurants 

and spruce up the land be-
tween Sullivan’s and the 
LIRR station.

Sclair said the BID had 
entered into a lease for the 
property about a month 
ago and issued requests 
for proposals to maintain 
and improve it. He said 
this would allow the BID to 
host holiday celebrations 
and other events without 
going through the permit 
process.

BID members voted in 
a new board of directors, 
including Eric Belanich, 
from Bell Realty; Gerry 
Biordi, from East Coast 
Realty; Mark Boccia, from 
Bourbon Street; Dominick 
Bruccoleri, from Papazzio; 
Pat Perulli, from Bayside 
Milk Farm; James Riso, 
from Briarwood Organi-
zation; Terry Triades and 
Meri Tridades, from Tria-
des & Triades; Ed Teran, 
from American Vision Cen-
ter; David Lilienthal, from 
Edward Jones; and local 
resident Mitchell Catan-

Continued from Page 1 

BID

Jocelyn Wenk, who has studied parking garages with the Long 
Island-based think tank Rauch Foundation, discusses the benefits 
of multi-level parking structures. Photo by Sarina Trangle
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BT

Powerful You! Women’s Network 
—  A new Queens chapter of the national 
organization that empowers and supports 
women in their business, personal and 
spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon 
to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees 
$30, nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by 

Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell 
Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@
aol.com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization that 
allows only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join a 
chapter. BNI provides positive, supportive 
and structured environment to further 
business through word of mouth 

marketing. Contact chapter president 
Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, 
Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person 
per professional classifi cation or specialty 
to join a chapter. BNI Provides positive, 
supportive and structured environment 
to further business through word of 
mouth marketing. Contact Lydie Pellissier, 

chapter president, to arrange a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., 
Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long 
Island Networking Group —  This 
unique business networking group 
discusses today’s challenges and 
helps form alliances.  Relationships 
are built. Facilitator is Gayle 
Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, 
coordinator, leader and organizer 
with contacts.

Golf Outing — Golf and dinner 
from the Oratorio Society of 
Queens. RSVP by Aug. 22.
When: Sept. 4, 12 pm
Where: Clearview Park Golf 

Course, 202-12 Willets Point Blvd., 
Flushing.
Cost: $175, $650 foursome, $50 
dinner only
Contact: golf@queensoratorio.org

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Queens families will 
have a couple more ways to 
explore Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park this summer.

Wheel Fun Rentals, a 
recreational vehicle outfit 
with more than 80 stores 
nationwide, has opened 
its first two locations in 
Queens, at Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park and the 
World’s Fair Marina Pier 1, 
which offer a large variety 
of specialty bicycles, carts 
and pedal boats for rent.

“Over the course of 
our nearly 30 years of ex-
perience, we have learned 
that in today’s fast-paced 
world people still want the 
simple pleasures of a day at 
the park and having fun to-
gether,” said Al Stonehouse, 
president and CEO of Wheel 
Fun Rentals. “We offer a 
way for customers to get out-
side, turn off the electron-
ics, leave the car behind and 
spend time together having 
fun and experiencing their 
surroundings.”

The Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park location, at 
Meadow Lake, is the larger 
of the two locations and has 
a small fleet of different 
styles of bicycles, including 

cruisers, quad bikes, moun-
tain bikes and even low-
riding motorcycle-inspired 
choppers.

The hourly rates range 
from $8 for kids’ bikes to $18 

for a two-person tandem bi-
cycle.

Wheel Fun Rentals 
also offers four-wheel, 
multi-passenger cycles 
called Surrey Bikes, which 

seat three to six people, for 
$20 to $30 an hour.

Those looking for an 
aquatic excursion on Mead-
ow Lake or Flushing Bay 
can rent kayaks and pedal 

boats from both locations. 
The facility at the World’s 
Fair Marina only has wa-
ter-bound options and does 
not have bicycles or Surrey 
Bikes to offer. It also rents 

out stand-up paddle boards, 
a growing sport which has 
seen a recent wave of popu-
larity.

A single kayak costs 
$15 an hour, a double kay-
ak costs $22 an hour and a 
stand-up paddle board costs 
$18 hourly.

The rental operation 
also sells reconditioned 
specialty cycles for anyone 
who becomes particularly 
attached to their Surrey 
Bike.

Wheel Fun Rentals 
was started in California 
in 1987 after founder Brian 
McInerney encountered a 
Surrey Bike when he was 
on vacation in Italy. He was 
so taken with the bikes that 
he sought out the manufac-
turer and brought a whole 
container home with him.

He first started his 
company with just the Sur-
rey Bikes and regular two-
wheel bicycles, but soon ex-
panded to include a number 
of specialty bikes and boats. 
Wheels Fun rentals has 
since grown to have fran-
chises across the country.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

FUND-RAISERS

A family enjoys a Surrey Bike on the July 4 weekend. Photo courtesy Wheel Fun Rentals

Wheel Fun Rentals opens Queens locations
Specialty bike service supplies families with bicycles, boats and carts in Flushing Meadows Corona Park

When: Second Wednesday of every 
month
Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts 
the Ronald McDonald House of L.I.

Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net
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ing the two years studied.
“With significant over-

crowding in schools across 
New York City, the Depart-
ment of Education simply 
wasn’t interested in finding 
out what policies worked to 
reduce class sizes and help 
our children achieve their 
full academic potential,” 
Stringer said in a release. 
“Every child deserves 
enough space to be able 
to learn. This audit found 
that there is much more to 
be done before DOE gets a 
passing grade on reducing 
overcrowding in schools.”

Other Queens schools 
to make the list of the 59 
most overcrowded were PS 
28, PS 50, PS 54, PS 60, PS 
64, PS 66, PS 82, PS 131, PS 
151, PS 182, PS 224, PS 228, 
PS 242 and PS 245.

In response to 
Stringer’s criticism of the 
DOE’s failure to alleviate 

overcrowding, Kathleen 
Grimm, deputy DOE chan-
cellor, sent a letter to the 
comptroller’s office stat-
ing that while the agency 
agreed with much of the 
recommendations, it found 
the audit “deliberately mis-
leading and demonstrating 
a clearly biased approach to 
the issue.”

Grimm argued that 
the DOE is taking steps to 
reduce overcrowding by 
reducing a school’s zone or 
creating more attractive al-
ternatives to overcrowded 
schools, but she said the 
change will not be seen 
overnight.

“Most of these strate-
gies require time to impact 
a school, as all students al-
ready enrolled in a school 
are allowed to continue 
until the school’s terminal 
grade,” Grimm wrote. “As 
a result, rezoning an el-
ementary school can take 
six years until the full 
impact of that rezoning is 
achieved.”

City Councilman 

Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), who serves as 
chairman of the Council’s 
Education Committee, said 
the audit did not come as 
a surprise to him because 
overcrowding has long 
been a problem in public 
schools.

“It’s a major concern 
and it’s gotten worse over 
the years,” he said. “Despite 
the attempts by the DOE to 
provide us with more seats, 
it’s unfortunate that we’ve 
actually fallen behind.”

Dromm, who taught 
fourth-grade at PS 199 in 
Sunnyside for 25 years, 
said some strategies such 
as counting children in 
trailers and using a system 
called the Blue Book Task 
Force, which measures 
how space is being used in 
public schools, would help 
speed up the process of eas-
ing overcrowding.

He said having a more 
accurate account of just 
how bad the problem is will 
go a long way toward fixing 
it.

Continued from Page 5 

Crowding

MEDICAL 
RESEARCH 

GUIDE
Attention Men

Not feeling like your usual self?
It may be low testosterone —

and you have options.

Tired? Low sex drive? Losing muscle tone?
Maybe even a bit depressed?

It may be more than just age. It could be 
low testosterone. Although millions of men 
suff er from low testosterone, very few know 
they even have it — or that they can do 
something about it.

Low testosterone can easily be diagnosed 
by a simple blood text. Please contact us 
to discuss several potential options for the 
treatment of low testosterone.

Dr. Kaminetsky is a board-certifi ed urologist

Take the Next Step

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Advertise your Clinical Studies 
in New York’s largest group of 

community newspapers.
- Weekly bannered directory

- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

a series of photos she saw 
July 9 of damage and in-
juries to people of various 
faiths. She described her-
self as “not anti-Palestine, 
not anti-Israel, but anti-
violence.”

Ramos said she would 
like to see the cease fire dis-
cussed by Egyptians come 
to fruition and the United 
States support similar ef-
forts.

Several commented 
on Ramos’ post, including 
one woman who noted she 
“was” going to increase her 
donation and another user 
who asked where to con-
tribute to the campaign.

Rabbi Isaiah Koenigs-
berg, of Young Israel of 
Jackson Heights, said he is 
not politically active or in-
volved with any party, but 
was concerned by the post.

“She evidently takes 
the Palestine cause,” he 
said.

Ramos said she had 
concerns about Facebook 
activity, too, particularly 
a post by the Dominico-
American Society, where 
Henriquez is program di-

rector and her husband 
works as executive direc-
tor.

The nonprofit pub-
lished a photo of a press 
conference it attended 
with U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing), Moya and 
Henriquez and tagged the 
Friends of Yanna Hen-
riquez page.

“They’re using Face-
book to promote her candi-
dacy,” Ramos said, noting 
the organization has re-
ceived funding from local 
elected officials.

The Dominico-Ameri-
can Society did not respond 
to requests for comment.

The race has mobilized 
the county establishment 
behind Henriquez while 
pushing some organized 
labor groups to ally behind 
Ramos, who works for a 
coalition of unions called 
Build UP NYC and whose 
husband works for United 
Food and Commercial 
Workers Union Local 1500.

The New Visions Dem-
ocratic Club, which Ramos 
hails from, noted in a news-
letter that Henriquez is 
secretary-treasurer of the 
Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce of Queens, whose 
leadership has indicated 
support for Walmart com-

ing to the city.
Meghan Tadio, Moya’s 

chief of staff and a volun-
teer for Henriquez’s cam-
paign, said the candidate 
would not back Walmart 
opening shops in the five 
boroughs.

Ramos also claimed 
Marcello Testa, who filed 
unspecified objections to 
signatures on her petitions, 
was a friend of Moya’s.

Ramos’ campaign re-
ported to the state Board of 
Elections that it had raised 
$8,720, including $750 from 
UFCW Local 1500, where 
her husband is employed, 
and $1,000 from 32BJ SEIU, 
a property service union 
affiliated with the group 
she works for.

Her campaign has 
spent $4,527.47, mostly on 
campaign literature and 
petition-related work.

BOE filings show 
Henriquez has amassed 
$10,786, including $3,500 
from Dominico-American 
Society Board Chairman 
Joseph Awad, an attorney; 
$1,500 from his law firm; 
and $4,100 from Moya’s 
campaign committee.

Her campaign did not 
report spending any money 
yet.

Continued from Page 4 
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CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537

 

IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Sierra Green didn’t en-

joy being left out of her first 
travel ball summer and it 
led to a breakout year.

She wasn’t going to 
make the same mistake 
twice.

The Francis Lewis 
rising junior girls’ basket-
ball player found herself 
in summer school after her 
freshman year as her Pa-
triot and Positive Direction 
teammates crisscrossed the 
country playing in front of 
college coaches.

It left her off most peo-
ple’s radar and motivated 
her to be a better player and 
student.

“This year I knew I 
needed to handle my busi-
ness,” Green said.

The sharpshooting 
guard went on for a break-
out sophomore season and 
led Lewis to its first PSAL 
Class AA city title since 
1979. Green, who averaged 
19 points per game during 
the regular season, shot 
Francis Lewis past 15-time 
defending champion Murry 
Bergtraum in the semifi-
nals and was named most 
valuable player against 
South Shore in the final.

The post-season put 
her and the Patriots on peo-
ple’s watch list.

“I guess because we 
were young we caught 
peoples eye’s, because they 
didn’t think that would 
happen,” Green said. 

Now that her perfor-
mance in the classroom 
has improved, she is hop-
ing to capitalize on the mo-
mentum of her sophomore 
season as she hits the travel 
ball circuit with Positive 
Direction this summer. Her 

performance in the Deep 
South Classic has already 
earned her interest from 
St. John’s, Seton Hall and 
Providence.

“I feel like it’s impor-
tant because I am a sopho-
more,” Green said. “I’m 
going into my junior year 

next year. I need to start 
getting my looks.”

The time on the road 
has also been a learning 
experience. Green’s of-
fensive abilities are well-
documented. She is a clutch 
shooter, who can score in 
bunches and can take over 

a game for stretches.
Green is effective in 

transition and an under-
rated rebounder. Her con-
fidence is high, but Positive 
Direction Coach JoAnn Ar-
bitello said she is getting an 
education on how good oth-

Green rides sophomore wave
Francis Lewis hoops star fi nds success after missing travel ball season

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Kerri White believes 

she is ready to be a head 
coach and St. Francis Prep 
thinks so, 
too.

The for-
mer Terriers 
girls’ basket-
ball assis-
tant coach 
and Arch-
bishop Mol-
loy standout 
was recently 
promoted to 
lead the SFP 
p r o g r a m . 
She replaces 
Kevin Wag-
ner, who re-
signed this 
spring after 
one season 
because of 
c o n c e r n s 
over time 
constraints as he and his 
wife look to have kids.

The 24-year-old White 
was the school’s top choice 
as long as her graduate 
school schedule allowed 
her to fully commit to 
coaching, according to Ath-
letic Director Sal Fischetti. 
Despite being the youngest 

coach in CHSAA Brook-
lyn/Queens Division I, she 
thinks she can handle the 
task at hand despite her 
age and limited coaching 

b a c k g r o u n d 
because of 
her basketball 
background.

“Just be-
cause I wasn’t 
coaching, I’ve 
been around 
basketball my 
whole life,” 
she said.

W h i t e 
comes from 
one of Queens’ 
best hoops 
families. Her 
father Kevin 
played his 
college ball 
at Fordham 
and coached 
at Mary Louis 
and with the 

NYC Heat travel team. Her 
older brother Kevin and 
sister Erin played at St. 
Francis Prep.

Kerri White was a 
hardworking and under-
sized forward who helped 
her Archbishop Molloy 
team end Christ the King’s 
23-year reign over CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens in 2008.

“She a model,” Fis-
chetti said. “It one of the 
things I look for, one who is 
going to help model these 
kids.”

She played her college 
ball at Pace, was a gradu-
ate assistant on Pace’s 
coaching staff and has 
been helping her dad with 
the NYC Heat for the past 
five years.

Former Terriers 
Coach JoAnn Wagner will 
be on the bench with her 
and White is still looking 
for another assistant.

Continued on Page 61

Kerri White is slated to be St. 
Francis Prep’s next girls’ bas-
ketball coach.

Terriers choose White 
as girls’ b-ball coach

Continued on Page 61

Francis Lewis’ Sierra Green will play travel ball with Positive Direction across the country this sum-
mer.

She played 
her college 
ball at Pace, 

was a graduate 
assistant 
on Pace’s 

coaching staff 
and has helped 

her dad with 
the NYC Heat.
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on Naclerio still has 
game and there is a 
video to prove it.

The legendary 
Benjamin Cardozo boys’ 
basketball coach was one of 
eight players well past their 
primes who took on a team 
of players half their age in a 
new Centrum vitamin Web 
video titled “These old guys 
still got game?”

The 55-year-old Na-
clerio was asked to be a 
part of it by Greenpoint 
Films producer Michael 
Kuhn. He played alongside 
streetball legends like Jack 
“Black Jack” Ryan, Antho-
ny “Half Man, Half Amaz-
ing” Heyward and Malloy 
“The Future” Nesmith in 

pickup games to 21 points at 
Manhattan’s Goat Park, one 
of streetball’s most revered 
playgrounds. His squad did 
not lose a contest.

“You get back out there 
and you try to do the things 
you were accustomed to 
when you were younger,” 
Naclerio said. “I was as fast 
as anybody. I can’t go by 
guys, but I’m still faking 
right and going left.”

The nearly four-min-
ute-long video has become 
an Internet sensation. It had 
more than 730,000 views as 
of last weekend and is still 
climbing. Naclerio and all 
those involved are hoping 
more comes of it, such as 
a television commercial or 
even a reality series. Guys 
their age have left com-
ments on the video saying 
how it has inspired them to 
get back in shape and NBA 
analyst Jalen Rose jokingly 
tweeted that NBA execu-
tives should give these guys 
a look.

“I don’t know when it 
is going to end, but it might 
get a million hits,” Naclerio 
said.

The eccentric Judges 
coach, who won PSAL city 
championships in 1999 
and 2014, recently began 
his own personal quest for 
better health. Naclerio had 
reached 205 pounds in Oc-
tober and was told by his 

cardiologist he needed to 
exercise more.

Naclerio, never one to 
do anything halfway, be-
gan running 3.2 miles daily 
and taking a long series of 
sprints up and down bas-
ketball courts. He is down 
to 176 pounds. It got him 
physically ready to take on 
younger players.

“He knows the game of 
basketball,” Ryan said. “He 
definitely was in shape. 
There were a couple of guys 
huffing and puffing and 
he wasn’t one of them. He 
played great.”

Naclerio, played the 
games June 11 with a dislo-
cated finger, but that didn’t 
stop him from making an 
impact. The video, which 
shows the fourth game, has 
Naclerio throwing a behind 
the back pass to Heyward 
for a hoop.

He made sure to get the 
hot shooting Ryan the ball 
and was also pushed to the 
floor while setting a screen 

on streetball great Cory 
“Homicide” Williams. Na-
clerio’s current players got 
a kick out of watching their 
coach show his stuff on the 
court.

“Seeing coach play 
was a little humorous and 
it showed me he’s still got 
a little something left in 
him,” Judges star guard 
Rashond Salnave said.

The experience was 

one Naclerio thoroughly en-
joyed and hopes to do again. 
It brought back plenty of old 
memories and stories and 
created new ones.

“It was a lot of fun,” 
Naclerio said. “The guys 
that I played with were 
guys I know and respect for 
so long and I played with 
when I was young.”

They aren’t too bad 
now, either.

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

w w w.shoevi l lage.com
Free Shipping Over $50

Official Sponsor
of Queens Sports

45-22 162nd St. Flushing, NY 11358 | (718) 762-1990

Cardozo coach proves age is just a number

Cardozo Coach Ron Naclerio 
takes on younger players in a 
new Centrum commercial.
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er players are from around 

the country.
“She’s become a lot 

more confident since the 
high school season,” the 
coach said. “It’s easy for a 
kid to think they are bet-
ter than they are. Now she 
is starting to see there are 
girls out here who can play 
just as well as she can.”

Green’s focus this 
summer has been improv-
ing her aggressiveness on 
defense. She admits she 
can be passive at times and 
Arbitello will push her to 
pick up her intensity on 
that end of the floor. Play-
ing with Mary Louis rising 
junior Jasmine Brunson 
has pushed her to be better 
because Brunson is all over 
the court on defense.

It’s all part of Green’s 
maturation as a person 
and player. Last summer 

she learned that her per-
formance in the classroom 
meant more than anything 
she did on the court. This 
time it’s about adding to 
and improving her game.

“I think her level of 
maturity off the court has 
really grown tremendously 
since April because she 
is starting to understand 
that everything counts,” 
Arbitello said. “Her off-the-
court mannerisms, her aca-
demics, everything.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The St. John’s Univer-

sity men’s basketball ros-
ter just got bigger in more 
ways than one.

The Red Storm recent-
ly announced the signings 
of big men Adonis Dela-
rosa (Christ the King) and 
Westchester Community 
College’s Keith Thomas.

The 6-foot-11, 265-pound 
Delarosa and the 6-foot-8, 
230-pound Thomas will bol-
ster a St. John’s front line 
that lost Orlando Sanchez 
and God’sgift Achiuwa and 
saw 6-9 small forward Ja-
Karr Sampson leave after 
his sophomore season to 
pursue playing profession-
ally.

Delarosa was an All-
Queens first team selection 
by TimesLedger Newspa-
pers last season. He is com-
ing off leading the Royals to 
consecutive CHSAA Class 
AA intersectional titles and 
state Federation champion-
ships. Delarosa averaged 12 

points and 12 rebounds last 
season and had the game-
winning, three-point play 
in a city semifinal victory 
over Cardinal Hayes. He 
was the Red Storm’s first 
commitment to the 2014 re-
cruiting class.

“Adonis has excep-
tionally good hands and a 
strong offensive skill set 
for a basketball player of 
his size and age,” St. John’s 
Coach Steve Lavin said. “He 
comes from an outstanding 
high school program with a 
tradition of winning cham-
pionships.”

The Red Storm adds 
one of the nation’s top junior 
college players in Thomas. 
The former Mount Vernon 
star earned honorable men-
tion NJCAA All-American 
honors and was named the 
NJCAA Region XV Player 
of the Year last season.

Thomas’ 15.7 rebounds 
per game were tops among 
all Division I junior college 
players. He also averaged 
15.3 points per game and 

led Westchester Commu-
nity College to a District III 
Championship crown and a 
trip to the 24-team NJCAA 
Division tournament.

“Keith is a strong, 
physical frontline player 
with a high aptitude for 
rebounding at both ends 
of the court,” Lavin said. 
“His experience of winning 
big at Westchester Commu-
nity College has prepared 
him well for transitioning 
to our program here at St. 
John’s.”

The Johnnies are com-
ing off a 20-13 campaign 
that saw them finish fifth 
in the Big East during the 
regular season. The cam-
paign ended on a sour note 
with losses in their Big East 
and National Invitational 
tournament opens.

St. John’s is again ex-
pected be one of the Big 
East’s top teams with the 
return of guards D’Angelo 
Harrison, Rysheed Jordan 
and Phil Greene IV along 
with center Chis Obekpa.

Red Storm hoops team signs two players for fall

Christ the King’s Adonis Delarosa is headed to St. John’s this fall.

Continued from Page 59 

Green
“She has probably 

been to 3 million games in 
her life,” Kevin White said. 
“She’s a really smart kid. 
She understands what has 
to happen to get the pro-
gram to where it needs to 
be.”

Hiring White helps St. 
Francis Prep maintain the 
consistency in the program 
since she was around the 
team last year. The Ter-

riers are looking to foster 
the growth of a strong core 
of players going into their 
junior year. White plans 
on building around the 
blue-collar work ethic and 
tough defensive mentality 
SFP has prided itself and 
tweaking a few things here 
and there.

“The girls know me, 
so I think it’s easier with 
me being around,” she said. 
“It’s not coming in and it’s 
a whole new thing. I think 
they feel the same way.”

St. Francis Prep rising 
sophomore forward Sofia 

Recupero said she and her 
teammates were relieved 
when they found out White 
was hired. They worried 
about starting over with a 
new coach. They respect 
White and trust in her 
knowledge of the game.

“She knows what she 
is talking about and al-
ways tried to help every-
one,” Recupero said. “She 
is very supportive. She 
knows when it’s time to fool 
around and when it’s time 
to get to business. I’m hap-
py that she is coaching us.”

Continued from Page 59 

White
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sociation, who had never 
donated to Avella in past 
years, but had generously 
given to IDC head Sen. Jeff 
Klein (D-Bronx).

“The Independent 
Democratic Conference ful-
ly supports the re-election of 
IDC member Tony Avella, a 
true progressive Democrat 
who always puts the needs 
of his Queens constituents 
first, and is prepared to see 
him through to victory,” 
IDC spokeswoman Candice 
Giove said.

Liu received donations 
from individuals across 
the country, a number of 
unions and many Queens 
Democrats.

State Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria), who 
heads the Senate Demo-
cratic Campaign Commit-
tee, gave $6,500 to him and 
U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights), chair-
man of the Queens Demo-
cratic Party, donated $6,500 
to Liu’s coffers.

After expenses, Liu’s 
campaign had $444,370 in 
cash on hand and Avella, 
who had less than $3,000 

in his campaign account in 
January, had $88,682.

Klein recently nixed 
the IDC’s agreement with 
Republicans, pledging to 
form a new pact with Demo-
crats.

The IDC and Demo-
crats subsequently with-
drew potential primary 
challengers in a number of 
races. The Democratic Sen-
ate leadership also rolled 
back its support of former 
state Attorney General Oli-
ver Koppell’s race against 
Klein this week, but have 
continued to support Liu’s 
candidacy.

“We are interested in 
being cooperative with our 
new coalition partners and 

part of that was making 
clear where we stand in the 
race against Jeff Klein,” 
Gianaris said in an inter-
view.

Both Liu and Avella 
continued to rack up en-
dorsements last week. 

 Liu’s campaign an-
nounced endorsements 
from U.S. Reps. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing), Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) and 
Gregory Meeks (D-Jamai-
ca), none of which came as 
a surprise considering the 
Queens Democratic Party’s 
anger at Avella since he left 
to join the IDC. The incum-
bent scored a nod from the 
Retail, Wholesale and De-
partment Store Union .

Continued from Page 1 
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the Assembly, which needs 
to pass the bill before it can 
become law.

Christine Colligan, 
parent coordinator of the 
Korean American Parents 
Association of Greater 
New York, said this bill is 
the first time the comfort 
women issue has been offi-
cially recognized by anoth-
er nation and said it is the 
first step to providing the 
victims the closure they 
deserve.

“The human rights of 
children and women were 
heavily violated, and hope-
fully now all over, at any 
school, people will learn, 
just like the Holocaust,” 

Colligan said. “This is not 
just between two religions 
or countries. It has to be 
taught all over the world.”

Jaeyeong Kim, a Ko-
rean-American student 
who graduated from Fran-
cis Lewis High School last 
month, also spoke about the 
progress the bill has made 
and said it would be an im-
portant addition to Ameri-
can education.

Kim, who was born in 
Korea and came to Amer-
ica about four years ago, 
said he knew about comfort 
women simply from being 
of Korean descent but said 
he did not have any further 
education about it once he 
moved to New York.

“I’ve met comfort wom-
en before and they talked 
about the sadness and what 

they went through,” Kim 
said. “It’s important for us 
to learn about the comfort 
women so we learn what 
we did wrong so we don’t 
repeat it. We need to teach 
this to young people be-
cause they’re the future of 
America and of the whole 
world.”

Avella said the bill 
does not yet have a sponsor 
in the Assembly, but he said 
he plans to bring it up dur-
ing the next legislative ses-
sion to push support for the 
curriculum change.

“These are human 
rights issues and it’s impor-
tant to speak out against 
them whenever they oc-
cur,” he said. “If we don’t 
learn from the mistakes 
from history, we’ll repeat 
them.”

Continued from Page 2 

Women Gardens) said in a state-
ment. “I therefore urge the 
MTA and members of the 
union to come to an agree-
ment and avoid any service 
disruptions. It would be 
wrong to punish the Long Is-
land Rail Road’s more than 
300,000 daily commuters as 
a result of this dispute.”

MTA officials have 
said the situation would not 
be pretty if a strike occurs   
as subways and highways 
will be overcrowded, but 
they insisted the contingen-
cy plan is more robust and 
stronger than the prepara-
tions before the last LIRR 
strike in 1994.

The unions and 
the MTA resumed talks 
Wednesday afternoon after 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo issued 
a statement urging both 
sides to come to an agree-
ment. 

“Both the MTA and the 
LIRR unions need to put the 
interests of New Yorkers 
first by returning to the ta-
ble today and working con-
tinuously to avoid a strike,” 

he said.
Both sides took turns 

pointing the finger at each 
other Monday afternoon 
after negotiations broke 
down.

MTA Chairman Thom-
as Prendergast said talks 
had collapsed because there 
was “not a gap but a gulf” 
between the two sides.

“They haven’t moved 
at all slightly from their 
position,” Prendergast told 
reporters at MTA head-
quarters Monday after-
noon. “Until they’re ready 
to move, there’s no reason 
to have negotiations.”

 Anthony Simon, gen-
eral chairman of the unions 
at the negotiations, released 
a letter Monday afternoon 
slamming the MTA for re-
jecting their most recent of-
fer presented last Thursday 
without making a counter 
offer.

“MTA has clearly 
decided that provoking a 
strike is the course of action 
it intends to pursue,” Simon 
said in the letter.

He also said the unions 
were prepared to wind 
down service beginning 
Wednesday in preparation 

for the walkout at midnight 
Sunday.

The union has request-
ed a 17 percent pay raise 
over six years. The MTA 
agreed to give the increase 
over seven years, but also 
included a requirement that 
new employees contribute 
more to their health care 
costs.

“We must be able to do 
this in a fiscally respon-
sible manner for the long 
term,” Prendergast said. “If 
we were to accept this deal 
on their terms, it would put 
additional pressure on both 
fare increases we have pro-
jected in the financial plan 
and funding of the capital 
program.”

Prendergast said Mon-
day the MTA had moved 
three times in its offers to 
the unions.

A deal was not reached 
by the end of the work day 
Wednesday and talks were 
set to resume Thursday 
morning, the MTA said.

MTA officials urged 
commuters to check the 
agency’s  website  to get up-
to-date information about 
transit options in the event 
of a strike.
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State Sen. Tony Avella (l.) raised $130,000 in his race against John 
Liu after having less than $3,000 in his account at the last filing. Liu 
raised more than half a million dollars. Photo by Alex Robinson

use something you know 
is very hurtful to billions 
of people,” he said. “It’s un-
acceptable. There is a lot of 
advertising going on where 
people use things that are 
uncalled for, but this really 
took the cake. It’s unaccept-
able.”

Simon said he even 
called the Federal Aviation 
Administration to find out 
who owned the plane, but 
he said he was told by the 
agency that it did not docu-
ment that information.

State Assemblyman 
Phil Goldfeder (D-Howard 
Beach) has recently vamped 
up his efforts to monitor 
what he called “inappropri-
ate” advertising, saying the 
swastika banner over Rock-
away Beach was the latest 
in a series of ads that have 
spurred complaints.

He cited a banner spot-
ted in his district last year 
that portrayed a woman 
in minimal clothing pro-
moting SKEnergy Drink, 
which was flown over a Lit-

tle League game and caused 
parents to complain about 
the inappropriate image be-
ing shown to children.

The assemblyman has 
reached out to the city De-
partment of Consumer Af-
fairs and said he has begun 
exploring legislation that 
would more closely regu-
late the placement of adver-
tising.

“I have two young 
children at home and I do 
everything I can to pro-
tect them from vulgar and 
inappropriate material,” 
Goldfeder said. “We need 
to find the balance to allow 
our families to enjoy their 
neighborhoods while keep-
ing the vulgar and offensive 
content of ads in check.”

The First Amendment 
protects free speech but 
has loopholes that allow 
for punishment if content 
is deemed obscene or could 
incite a riot. Addabbo said 
the banner could be seen 
as something that would 
start a riot but said the law 
makes it hard to stop until 
something actually hap-
pens.

Assemblyman David 

Weprin (D-Fresh Mead-
ows), who represents one 
of the city’s largest Jewish 
populations in northeast 
Queens, also criticized the 
move by the proswastika.
org group and demanded 
it make a public apology 
to the people of New York 
before shutting down its op-
erations completely.

“Flying a swastika 
over New York City is cat-
egorically and unquestion-
ably wrong,” Weprin said. 
“Regardless of what this 
symbol means to others, 
the swastika is tied to the 
most oppressive and crimi-
nal regime to ever exist and 
is the strongest symbol for 
anti-Semitism there is. The 
swastika is a symbol of hor-
ror and hate and I condemn 
its use for any purpose.”

Addabbo said he has 
begun checking into what 
legal action can be taken to 
prevent the public from be-
ing subjected to such adver-
tising in the future. He said 
as of now it seems there is 
little that can be done, but 
he said that would not de-
ter him from continuing to 
look.

Continued from Page 5 
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party certificates, a Free-

dom of Information Law 
request seeking all such 
documents handed into the 
BOE since Sept. 1 turned up 
only one certificate: the one 
bearing Ragusa’s slate.

The BOE said it acts as 
a repository of county par-
ty documents, but does not 
rule on their validity.Continued from Page 2 
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FULL MENU NOW AVAILABLE

OPEN ONE HOUR PRIOR TO SHOW TIME

For more information visit www.TheTheatreAtWestbury.com • Box Office Open Mon.-Sat. 12:30PM-5:30PM

SATURDAY AUGUST 16

SUNDAY AUGUST 10

SUNDAY SEPT. 14SATURDAY AUGUST 30 SUNDAY AUGUST 31

SUNDAY AUGUST 17 SATURDAY AUGUST 23 WEDNESDAY AUGUST 27

SUNDAY SEPT. 7 • 7PM

SUNDAY AUGUST 3
THURS. AUG. 14 • 8PM

FRI. AUG. 15 • 7PM & 10PMSATURDAY JULY 26


