
BY BILL PARRY

5Pointz will start to 
come down in August.

Nearly eight months 
after owner Jerry Wolkoff 
ordered the graffiti mecca 
whitewashed in the dark of 
the night, the loading dock 
is buzzing with activity as 
the pre-demolition period 

is drawing to a close.
“We’re cleaning it out 

now and by the first or sec-
ond week in August we’ll 
begin knocking it down,” 
Wolkoff said. “The proce-
dure you go through to get 
your demolition permits 
in New York City is mind-
boggling.  You’d think I 
was trying to take down 

the Empire State Building 
or something.”

He added that the de-
molition of the old ware-
house, at 22-44 Jackson 
Ave. in Long Island City, 
will take more than three 
months to complete.

“That’s why I painted 
it over. Can you imagine 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

“Enough is enough” was the 
message of dozens of relatives 
who have lost loved ones to gun 
violence in Jamaica Saturday af-
ternoon.

The National Action Net-
work, a civil rights organization 
with chapters nationwide, held a 
“lie in” demonstration in down-
town Jamaica to commemorate 
those lost and to raise awareness 
of the issue.

“It is a shame that on a beau-
tiful day like today, we have to 
be out here in our communities, 
telling our own people to stop the 
gun violence and to stop shoot-
ing and killing each other,” said 
Victoria Pannell, 15, president 
of NAN’s New York City youth 
chapter. “It is not the answer to 
settle beef or to solve arguments. 
All gun violence is going to do is 
get you 20 years to life and make 
some poor family go through the 
trials and tribulations of burying 
a loved one.”

Demonstrators lay across the 
road Saturday, temporarily block-
ing traffic on Parsons Boulevard 
in between Jamaica and Archer 

avenues. Among them was Kevin 
Livingston, founder of 100 Suits 
for 100 Men, an organization that 
helps convicted felons re-enter 
the job market.

“We’re tired of being reac-

tive,” he said. “If we have to dis-
rupt Jamaica’s economic engine 
to bring attention to the issue, it’s 
worth it.”

There have been 67 victims 
of gun violence in Queens South 

precincts this year so far and 658 
shooting victims citywide dur-
ing that time, according to NYPD 
statistics. This was a 9.5 percent 
citywide increase in the number 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

At $21,000 a space, parking garages come at 
a premium far above the average $3,000-per-slot 
surface lot, but one urban planning expert told 
the Bayside Village BID it just might be worth it.

Jocelyn Wenk, who compiles information 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

The city has approved plans 
to build apartments above the 
Ridgewood Theatre while pre-
serving its facade, but a pres-
ervationist seeks to remind the 
historic structure’s owners that 
what counts is on the inside.

The city Department of 
Buildings signed off last week on 
paperwork from Bushburg Prop-
erties LLC, which purchased the 
shuttered theater for $6.9 million 
in August, that outlined plans to 
convert the first floor into 13,638 
square feet of commercial space 
and construct 50 residential units 
on four floors above it.

Filings for the 55-27 Myrtle 
Ave. building note that work will 
be done within the existing shell 
and the three-story entryway will 
remain intact.

Bushburg Properties did not 
respond to requests for comment.

Gary Giordano, district 
manager of Community Board 5, 
said he and fellow board members 
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Flats planned 
for old theater
in Ridgewood

Dozens of people lie on Parsons Boulevard in Jamaica as part of a rally against gun violence. Photo by Christina Santucci

Queens parents decry shootings
Moms, dads lie down on Jamaica street in memory of their murdered children

5Pointz to be razed next monthBell Boulevard BID explores
building garage for parking

Workers load debris from inside 5Pointz 
as demolition nears for the longtime 
graffiti mecca. Photo by Bill Parry
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JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S LOBSTER DOCK 
RESTAURANT

Market Specials & Menu Online: Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Pkwy (Exit 9 or 9a) Sheepshead Bay BKLYN

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across from the UA Movies)

FREE 
PARKING

ZAGAT  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

GUARANTEED TO AVERAGE 
1 1/4  LBS EACH

OTHER SIZES
AVAILABLE

LIVE OR STEAMED
NO LIMIT

RETAIL MARKET 
ONLY

HOURS: Sun.–Thurs. 9am–10pm  Fri. & Sat. 9am–11pm
1-800-404-CLAW

FRESH FILET
BROILED OR FRIED

GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTER 
GUARANTEED TO AVG. OVER 1 1/4 LBS.

STEAMED OR BROILED

FISH & CHIPS PLATTERLOBSTER DINNER

 *INCLUDES COLE SLAW  PREMIUM IDAHO FRENCH FRIES OR CORN ON THE COB
 CUP OF ANY CHOWDER OR BISQUE (ADD $4.00)
 STEVE’S AUTHENTIC KEY LIME PIE, CHOCOLATE OR CHEESECAKE (ADD $4.00)

LOBSTER  
SALE

$1099
PER POUND

EXP. 7/31/14

$2199*
+ TAX*

Exp. 7/31/14

WITH COUPON ONLY

WITH COUPON ONLYWITH COUPON ONLY

$1199*
+ TAX*

BY SARINA TRANGLE

This is not your moth-
er’s Democratic district 
leader race.

As Jackson Heights’ 
District Leader Jessica Ra-
mos and her Queens Demo-
cratic Party-backed chal-
lenger handed in petitions 
to run for the unpaid party 
position this week, gripes 
about campaign-related 
Facebook activity swept 
through Queens.

Ramos posted on her 
Facebook page last week 
“Palestine” beside a pink 
heart symbol, 
eliciting ques-
tions about why 
she had only hint-
ed at support for 
Palestine.

While on the topic of 
social media, Ramos point-
ed out that the Domini-
co-American Society of 
Queens, a nonprofit assist-
ing low-income minorities 
where her opponent Yanna 
Henriquez works, posted 
about an immigration-
related event and linked 
to the Facebook account of 
Henriquez’s campaign.

Nonprofits are barred 
from participating in politi-
cal campaign activity.

Ramos, currently 
one of four elected district 
leader by registered Demo-
crats in state Assembly-
man Francisco Moya’s (D-
Jackson Heights) territory, 
collaborates with fellow 
district leaders to help se-
lect the Queens Democratic 
Party’s leader and nomi-
nate civil and surrogate 
judges.

Ramos said her Face-
book post was a reaction to 
a series of photos she saw 
July 9 of damage and in-
juries to people of various 
faiths. She described her-
self as “not anti-Palestine, 
not anti-Israel, but anti-
violence.”

Ramos said she would 
like to see the cease fire dis-
cussed by Egyptians come 
to fruition and the United 

States support sim-
ilar efforts.

Several com-
mented on Ramos’ 
post, including 
one woman who 

noted she “was” going to 
increase her donation and 
another user who asked 
where to contribute to the 
campaign.

Rabbi Isaiah Koenigs-
berg, of Young Israel of 
Jackson Heights, said he is 
not politically active or in-
volved with any party, but 
was concerned by the post.

“She evidently takes 
the Palestine cause,” he 
said.

Ramos said she had 
concerns about Facebook 
activity, too, particularly 
a post by the Dominico-
American Society, where 
Henriquez is program di-
rector and her husband 
works as executive direc-
tor.

The nonprofit pub-
lished a photo of a press 
conference it attended 
with U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing), Moya and 
Henriquez and tagged the 
Friends of Yanna Hen-
riquez page.

“They’re using Face-
book to promote her candi-
dacy,” Ramos said, noting 
the organization has re-
ceived funding from local 
elected officials.

The Dominico-Ameri-
can Society did not respond 
to requests for comment.

The race has mobilized 
the county establishment 
behind Henriquez while 
pushing some organized 
labor groups to ally behind 
Ramos, who works for a 
coalition of unions called 
Build UP NYC and whose 
husband works for United 
Food and Commercial 
Workers Union Local 1500.

The New Visions Dem-
ocratic Club, which Ramos 
hails from, noted in a news-
letter that Henriquez is 
secretary-treasurer of the 
Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce of Queens, whose 
leadership has indicated 
support for Walmart com-
ing to the city.

Meghan Tadio, Moya’s 
chief of staff and a volun-
teer for Henriquez’s cam-
paign, said the candidate 
would not back Walmart 
opening shops in the five 
boroughs.

Ramos also claimed 
Marcello Testa, who filed 
unspecified objections to 
signatures on her petitions, 
was a friend of Moya’s.

Ramos’ campaign re-
ported to the state Board of 
Elections that it had raised 
$8,720, including $750 from 
UFCW Local 1500, where 
her husband is employed, 
and $1,000 from 32BJ SEIU, 
a property service union 
affiliated with the group 
she works for.

Her campaign has 
spent $4,527.47, mostly on 
campaign literature and 
petition-related work.

BOE filings show 
Henriquez has amassed 
$10,786, including $3,500 
from Dominico-American 
Society Board Chairman 
Joseph Awad, an attorney; 
$1,500 from his law firm; 
and $4,100 from Moya’s 
campaign committee.

Her campaign did not 
report spending any money 
yet.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Jessica Ramos seeks re-elec-
tion as Democratic district 
leader in Jackson Heights. 

Photo courtesy Jessica Ramos

Jax Hts district leader race
grows heated on Facebook

www.Timesledger.com
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A Gaelic football club 
intent on building its field 
of dreams in College Point 
is one step closer to its goal, 
thanks to some public fund-
ing.

Borough President Me-
linda Katz and City Coun-
cilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside) have allocated a 
combined $580,000 in funds 
to upgrade Frank Golden 
Park, where the Shannon 
Gaels Gaelic Football Club 
is planning to build its new 
home grounds.

“This funding will 
go a long way to revamp 
Frank Golden Park not 
just for the Shannon Gaels 
Football Club, but for ev-
eryone in the community 
that wants green space to 
enjoy for years to come,” 
Vallone said in a statement. 
“I look forward to playing 
an active role in shaping 
the revitalization of all our 

district’s parks.”
The money will go to-

ward upgrading the park’s 
utilities, resurfacing the 
playing fields and install-
ing a new 8-foot fence 
around the park. A 30-foot 
retractable ball stop fence 
will also be set up behind 
the field’s goal posts.

Of the public funds al-
located, $80,000 came from 
Vallone’s discretionary 
budget and $500,000 came 
from Katz.

“I was very happy to 
join Councilman Vallone 
in providing capital funds 
to improve Frank Golden 
Park,” Katz said in a state-
ment. “It is important for 
all Queens residents to 
have access to top-quality 
parks.”

Founded in 2002, the 
Shannon Gaels did not have 
a regular field to train on 
until it was allotted a patch 
of grass in Frank Golden 
Park, just south of 14th Av-

enue, in 2009. The club then 
signed a 15-year lease with 
the city Parks Department 
for 7 acres of the park in 
April.

The Shannon Gaels 
recently started a fund-
raising initiative to raise 
money to transform those 7 
acres into a new facility in 
four phases.

The club has now 

raised more than 30 per-
cent of its $2 million goal, 
including the public fund-
ing allocated to the park, 
meaning it now has enough 
to start the first phase of 
the work.

“We’re excited. It’s a 
great boost to what we’re 
doing out there,” said Colin 
Mathers, one of the team’s 
trainers and chairman of 

the club’s Field of Dreams 
initiative. “Hopefully, it 
opens the gates for a lot 
more so that we can com-
plete all four phases.”

Once built, the grounds 
will include a full-size field, 
an additional scrimmage 
field, bleachers, parking 
facilities, fencing and light-
ing. The area has also had 
drainage problems in the 
past, which club organizers 
are hoping to fix.

The city Parks Depart-
ment estimated the whole 
project could cost approxi-
mately $3.8 million last 
year.

The club serves 600 
members, mostly from 
Queens and half of whom 
are children. The Shannon 
Gaels currently has teams 
for girls and boys 6 to 18 in 
competitive leagues in the 
spring and fall.

Gaelic football, one 
of Ireland’s most popu-
lar sports, is played with 

15 players on a side who 
score points by advancing 
a round ball up the field 
through the opposition’s 
goal posts.

The Shannon Gaels 
also offer opportunities to 
play hurling and camogie, 
sports of Gaelic origin.

Mathers said the club 
has scheduled a meeting 
with Parks to sit down and 
figure out how and when 
the work will start.

Club organizers have 
already met with Commu-
nity Board 7 and Parks offi-
cials to start to apply for all 
the necessary approvals, 
and they hope construction 
on the first phase of the 
project will be underway 
by spring 2015.

“It’s amazing that our 
field of dreams is going to 
become a reality,” Mathers 
said. “We’re very thankful 
to the borough president 
and Councilman Vallone 
for allocating these funds.”

The Shannon Gaels Gaelic Football Club has more 
than 600 members and fields teams for children 6 to 18. 

Photo courtesy Shannon Gaels

Gaelic football club given funds to upgrade College Pt. fi eld
Katz, Vallone allocate $580,000 to spruce up 7 acres of Frank Golden Park for Irish sport 

BY KELSEY DURHAM

In response to a grow-
ing number of recent resi-
dent complaints, state As-
semblyman Ed Braunstein 
(D-Bayside) has written leg-
islation that aims to outlaw 
clothing donation boxes not 
associated with legitimate 
charities.

Braunstein held a news 
conference last week to an-
nounce a bill, which he said 
he plans to introduce when 
the next legislative session 
begins that seeks to make 
it illegal for any company 
that is not a registered 
501(c)(3) charitable organi-
zation to place a clothing 
donation bin on public or 
private property.

The legislation also 
calls for a $250 first-offense 
fine for breaking the law 
followed by $500 for each 
additional infraction.

City law currently 
bans any donation bins 
from being placed any-

where on public property, 
but the five boroughs have 
recently seen an increase 
in bins falsely representing 
charities being dropped on 
private property without 
consent.

“You can’t walk down 
the block without seeing 
one of these things,” Braun-
stein said. “They’re just 
popping up everywhere.”

Under the current city 
administrative code, the 
city Sanitation Department 
cannot remove the bins un-
til 30 days after receiving a 
complaint, which has cre-
ated a pattern of companies 
moving bins off an unap-
proved site after 29 days 
before the city confiscates 
them. Braunstein’s bill also 
seeks to amend that law, 
making it legal for the city 
to remove the bins immedi-
ately.

“The problem is the 
30-day period,” Braunstein 
said. “But we’re hopeful 
that a financial penalty 

would discourage compa-
nies from doing this.”

The growing number 
of illegal bins has garnered 
attention from community 
boards and civic groups re-
cently as residents have be-
gun complaining about the 
increase in donation boxes 
that are not associated with 
real charities. Braunstein 

said he and other local lead-
ers believe the owners of the 
bins are collecting clothes 
and shoes and selling them 
for personal profit.

“When clothing is de-
posited in a sidewalk bin, 
donors are entitled to know 
that they are giving to a le-
gitimate charity,” Warren 
Schreiber, president of the 

Bay Terrace Community 
Alliance, said. “The cloth-
ing should go to those in 
need. Clothing bins placed 
on sidewalks by fake chari-
ties create a sanitation 
problem and hurt those 
who will best be able to use 
the clothing.”

Braunstein said he 
plans to formally introduce 

the bill into the Assembly 
in early January and will 
make a point to stress to his 
colleagues how important 
it is to begin regulating do-
nation bins.

He said the growing 
support from business 
owners and local business 
improvement districts will 
hopefully help other law-
makers see that the prob-
lem is “out of control” and 
needs to be addressed.

“I think it’s really 
starting to grow at an ex-
ponential rate,” Braunstein 
said. “It’s on everybody’s 
block these days. I think 
this is something that’s 
bothering a lot of different 
communities, so I’m con-
fident that we’ll have a lot 
of support and can get it 
through.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

State Assemblyman Ed Braunstein speaks at a news conference to announce a bill aimed at outlawing 
clothing donation boxes not associated with charities. Photo courtesy Ed Braunstein

Braunstein proposes bill to halt phony charity bins
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BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
Lawmakers across the 

city criticized an organiza-
tion this week that was seen 
flying a large swastika ban-
ner over some of the city’s 
beaches last weekend, in-
cluding Rockaway Beach.

A plane carrying a 
banner that had the anti-
Semitic symbol paired with 
a peace sign and a heart 
was spotted flying over 
Brighton Beach, Brooklyn, 
and the Rockaways Satur-
day. The symbols were fol-
lowed by the URL proswas-
tika.org, which identifies 
itself as a group aiming to 
return the swastika symbol 
to its original connotation 
of peace.

The website issued a 
new release July 10, say-
ing the advertisement to 
be flown that weekend was 

paid for by a group called 
the International Raelian 
Movement, which claims 
to exist in order to push a 
“swastika rehabilitation 
effort.”

The movement, whose 
U.S. headquarters are lo-
cated in Las Vegas, is a 
UFO religion founded by 
a former French racing 
driver back in the 1970s. A 
spokesman for the group 
told USA Today the group 
is not anti-Semitic but is in-
stead a peace-loving, paci-
fist organization.

After hundreds of 
beach-goers in Brooklyn 
and Queens saw the banner 
fly across the sky, elected 
officials said they received 
complaints from constitu-
ents about the advertising, 
and some leaders said they 
have begun looking into 
ways to better regulate it.

“When I first saw it, I 
couldn’t believe I was see-
ing a swastika with a heart 
and a peace sign,” state 
Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-
Howard Beach) said after 
the banner flew through 
his district. “What both-
ered me most is that some 
organization is hiding be-
hind free speech, but they 
don’t realize that symbol 
means so much more to my 
constituents. It’s a symbol 
of hatred, torture and mur-
der.”

Lew Simon, district 
leader for the Rockaways, 
said he was “mortified” to 
see the banner flying above 
the beach Saturday and 
said a photo posted to Face-
book immediately attracted 
dozens of comments from 
people angry at the ad that 
he said was “in poor taste.”

“Everybody has their 

First Amendment rights 
to their beliefs, but don’t 
use something you know 
is very hurtful to billions 
of people,” he said. “It’s un-
acceptable. There is a lot of 
advertising going on where 
people use things that are 
uncalled for, but this really 
took the cake. It’s unaccept-
able.”

Simon said he even 
called the Federal Aviation 
Administration to find out 
who owned the plane, but 
he said he was told by the 
agency that it did not docu-
ment that information.

State Assemblyman 
Phil Goldfeder (D-Howard 
Beach) has recently vamped 
up his efforts to monitor 
what he called “inappropri-
ate” advertising, saying the 
swastika banner over Rock-
away Beach was the latest 
in a series of ads that have 

spurred complaints.
He cited a banner spot-

ted in his district last year 
that portrayed a woman 
in minimal clothing pro-

moting SKEnergy Drink, 
which was flown over a Lit-
tle League game and caused 
parents to complain about 

A swastika banner flown over New York City’s beaches last week-
end has outraged Rockaway residents and elected officials. 

Photo by Kelsey Durham

Rockaways irate at banner
Residents, lawmakers outraged by swastika ad fl own over beach

BY JUAN SOTO

The $5.3 million na-
ture center projected for 
Idlewild Park will soon be-
come a reality, with work 
for the environmental fa-
cility at the entrance of the 
Springfield Gardens park  
expected to start sometime 
this year.

A spokeswoman for 
the city Parks Department 
said designs for the science 
learning center “should be 
finalized this fall.”

And on Monday, the 
city Design Commission 
approved the project at 
Idlewild Park. One of the 
11-member commission re-
cused himself from the vote. 
The commission reviews 
architectural and land-
scape projects proposed 
on city property, including 
work at public parks.

The new structure will 
replace the actual make-

shift nature trailer oper-
ated by the Eastern Queens 
Alliance, a federation of 
civic associations from 
southeast Queens.

The Idlewild Park 
Preserve Environmental 
Science Learning Center 
calls for a 5,000-square-foot 
building at the eastern side 
of the park, at 149th Street 
and Springfield Lane, close 
to the cricket fields. Former 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall allocated $5 mil-
lion for the project in 2009.

Architect Blake Mid-
dleton explained that the 
new center will include 
eco-friendly features, such 
as pathways that allow 
water to permeate into the 
ground.

“This project is de-
signed to invigorate inter-
est in Idlewild Park as a 
natural resource,” said 
Tamara Mitchell, environ-
mental specialist at the 

Eastern Queens Alliance. 
“Idlewild is very unique 
because it is diverse in its 
habitats,” she added, refer-
ring to the park’s freshwa-
ter and saltwater wetlands, 

woodlands, grassland 
dune-shrub and meadows.

The building is slated 
to have two classrooms, 
with capacity for about 70 
students. There would also 

be a reception area and ex-
hibition and office space.

“Students will be able 
to utilize Idlewild as an 
outdoor laboratory,” Mitch-
ell said, “and further their 
knowledge by utilizing the 
classroom to analyze their 
findings.”

The actual Eastern 
Queens Alliance office 
trailer hosts regular after-
school science and nature 
workshops in the park.

Middleton said the 
structure is designed to 
stand up to the harsh con-
ditions of its environment, 
conditions that include 
noise pollution from nearby 
John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport and the salt 
spray out of Jamaica Bay.

And in case “global 
warming causes Jamaica 
Bay to take up some more 
real estate in the future,” 
Mitchell pointed out, the 
nature center will be con-

structed atop a plateau 
above the flood plane.

The park was used as a 
construction waste landfill 
in the 1970s. In the ’90s, it 
began to undergo projects 
to recuperate its ecological 
value.

The largest rehabili-
tation effort was made be-
tween 1995 and 1998, when 
a $1.4  million plan restored 
13 acres of tidal wetland 
by planting 80,000 marsh 
grasses, building the Sewer 
Construction Mitigation 
and providing thousands 
of cubic yards of soil to re-
store uplands.

“This park is the hid-
den jewel of southeast 
Queens,” said Mitchell.

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Construction for the Preserve Environmental Science Learning 
Center at Idlewild Park (above) is expected to begin this year. 

Courtesy Eastern Queens Alliance

Construction to begin for nature center at Idlewild Park
Parks Department will have fi nal design for $5 million long-awaited learning structure in September 

Continued on Page 7
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Beautifully designed, 
built to last.

Charles H. Gamarekian
Founder/Chairman/CEO

BACKYARD PATIOS & OUTDOOR LIVING ROOMS  PAVINGSTONES  WALL SYSTEMS

With ArmorTec®

Both Cambridge pavingstones shown above were installed in
residential driveways in 2006 (Photos taken in January 2010).

Plan your total patio makeover with Cambridge! 

Without ArmorTec®

MAURICE SUPPLIES LLC.
60-44 Maurice Avenue, Maspeth, NY 11378

CALL:  VISIT: www.mauricesupplies.com
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

With the recent pas-
sage of a bill introduced 
by state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), the Senate is 
seeking to bring aware-
ness of the Korean com-
fort women issue into New 
York’s schools.

Avella announced last 
week that his legislation 
calling for an amendment 
to include instruction on 
the comfort women of World 
War II into the state educa-
tion curriculum passed the 
Senate and will now move 
on to the state Assembly.

The bill mandates that 
the history of the Korean 
comfort women, who were 
forced into sexual slavery 
by Japanese soldiers dur-
ing the war, be added to 
classroom education and be 
taught at the same time as 
the Holocaust and other hu-
man rights violations that 

have occurred throughout 
history.

Avella, who represents 
a northeast Queens dis-
trict with a large Korean 
population, said the issue 
involving comfort women 
was first brought to his at-
tention several years ago 
and he has been working 
to bring more awareness 
to the issue ever since.  
He pointed out that many 
people still do not know the 
history of the large-scale 
abuse because it is not 
taught in schools and the 
Japanese government has 
not recognized the nation’s  
role in it.

“We have too many 
situations, even today, of 
sex trafficking and abuse 
of women all across the 
globe,” Avella said. “We 
should recognize it and 
call it what it is: an atrocity 
against women.”

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Does the Queens GOP 
have a new king?

It depends who you 
ask.

Following the death of 
Phil Ragusa, who had been 
considered the Queens Re-
publican Party chairman 
by one faction, Executive 
Vice Chairman Robert 
Beltrani automatically as-
sumed the leadership post, 
according to the organiza-
tion’s executive director, 
Robert Hornak.

Beltrani, an adminis-
trative law judge, lives in 
Jackson Heights with his 
family, according to Hor-
nak.

He could not be reached 
for comment.

But Thomas Ognibene, 
an attorney representing 
Ragusa’s rival, Bob Turner, 
said the court never ruled 
on whether the former 
congressman’s certificate 
outlining the bylaws and 
officers of the GOP organi-
zation was valid because 
of deficiencies in notifying 
those involved in the legal 
proceedings.

Ognibene said he is 
waiting for State Supreme 
Court Justice Phyllis Or-
likoff Flug to review his 
motion to revive the case 
and settle questions about 
leadership.

“The judge said, ‘I 
have other cases, I can’t 
take yours,’” Ognibene 

said. “The judge wanted us 
to resubmit the case and we 
said, ‘No, we really want to 
have a hearing. I have all 
my witnesses.’”

The borough GOP 
has been rife with power 
struggles for years, with 
a southern faction buoyed 
with support from Turner, 
Ognibene and City Council-
man Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park) and a northern fac-
tion lining up behind Ra-
gusa and Hornak.

The recent feud was 
fueled by a Sept. 27 orga-
nizational meeting, where 
Ragusa’s camp claimed he 
won re-election as chair-

man, but Turner’s support-
ers argued the vote was 
held with insufficient no-
tice and riddled with proce-
dural issues.

Ragusa and Turner 
filed court cases seeking to 
invalidate certificates sub-
mitted by their opponent to 
the city Board of Elections, 
court documents show.

Turner’s case, which 
contended the election was 
“stolen” by the chairman 
and “his minions,” was dis-
missed by Orlikoff Flug in 
a judgment dated March 3.

Orlikoff Flug wrote 
that she received no evi-
dence  supporting Turner’s 

allegations that GOP mem-
bers were given less than 
48 hours’ notice before the 
vote and mentioned that 
Turner and other petition-
ers managed to attend and 
vote Sept. 27.

She also dismissed 
Ragusa’s case in a judg-
ment dated March 3. The 
document said Ragusa’s at-
torney failed to show court 
papers had been served to 
Turner and other respon-
dents before the deadline.

Ragusa and Hornak 
heralded the dismissals as 
a victory.

Christine Colligan (l.), parent coordinator for the Korean American 
Parents Association of Greater New York, speaks at a news con-
ference hosted by state Sen. Tony Avella (r.) to announce the pas-
sage of his bill to step up education on Korean Comfort Women. 

Photo by Kelsey Durham

A dispute over whether the recently deceased Phil Ragusa (l.) or former U.S. Rep. Bob Turner (r.) were 
chairman of the Queens GOP still divides borough Republicans.

Comfort women bill 
passes state Senate

New boro GOP head named
But faction of Queens Republicans disputes Beltrani’s leadership
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BY BILL PARRY

Part of the downtown 
music scene will move from 
Manhattan to a spot of land 
in Long Island City start-
ing next month.

Petrit Pula, founder 
of the Brasil Summerfest, 
is producing The LOT LIC 
Music & Film Series that 
kicks off Aug. 2, at 43-15 
Crescent St., in the Court 
Square section.

Pula curated an eclec-
tic lineup of musical talent 
for the series with concerts 
scheduled every Saturday 
between 3 p.m. and 9 p.m. 
“It’s a nice mix of indy-
rock, soul and jazz that is 
suitable for LIC,” he said.

The first show will fea-
ture Sinkane and Takuya 
Kuroda. while Street of 
Laredo, Taylor McFerrin 
and Sugarman 3 are slated 
for future shows.

In addition, Pula 
brought in Laurence 
Kardish to put together a 
companion film series that 
will run every Thursday 
between 6 p.m. and 10 p.m. 
The senior curator of the 

Department of Film at the 
Museum of Modern Art 
selected “Chop Shop,” di-
rected by Ramin Bahrani, 
to start the series Aug. 7 
with films such as “Strictly 
Ballroom,” “The Triplets of 
Belleville” and “Lo Quattro 
Vito” to follow.

“It will be an after-
work event with food and 
drink service from M. 
Wells, our exclusive cater-
ing partner,” Pula said. 
“And the movies will start 
at sunset, it will be a nice 
and relaxed atmosphere.”

Pula was born in New 
York City but spent his 
childhood in Kosovo before 
returning in 1991. He has 
produced a feature film and 
owned a restaurant.

He broke into the mu-
sic scene as an executive at 
Nublu Records and got in-
volved in the LOT LIC proj-
ect after he was approached 
by Rockrose Developers, 
builders of the luxury high-
rise Linc LIC that opened 
last fall.

Rockrose has plans for 
four major residential proj-
ects, totalling $1 billion, in 

Court Square.
“We’re just trying to 

bring some life to the neigh-
borhood,” Rockrose Vice 
President Patricia Dunphy 
said. “We brought in dump-
ster pools a couple of years 
ago with food trucks one 
summer  In  in the fall we 
did art projection on the 
buildings. We’re always 
looking to entertain our 
residents, and if anyone 
has an idea, we’ll always 
listen.”

Although he is a fix-
ture downtown, Pula is 
familiar with Long Island 
City since he lives just 
across the Pulaski Bridge 
in Greenpoint, Brooklyn.

“I can just walk across 
the bridge,” he said. “I spent 
a lot of time in LIC, having 
lived in Astoria for eight 
years. My brother and sis-
ter still live there ,so I visit 
once a week. All my favor-
ite shops and restaurants 
are there.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Music, fi lm series expected 
to dazzle residents of LIC

the inappropriate image be-
ing shown to children.

The assemblyman has 
reached out to the city De-
partment of Consumer Af-
fairs and said he has begun 
exploring legislation that 
would more closely regu-
late the placement of adver-
tising.

“I have two young 
children at home and I do 
everything I can to pro-
tect them from vulgar and 
inappropriate material,” 
Goldfeder said. “We need 
to find the balance to allow 
our families to enjoy their 
neighborhoods while keep-
ing the vulgar and offensive 
content of ads in check.”

The First Amendment 
protects free speech but 

has loopholes that allow 
for punishment if content 
is deemed obscene or could 
incite a riot. Addabbo said 
the banner could be seen 
as something that would 
start a riot but said the law 
makes it hard to stop until 
something actually hap-
pens.

Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Fresh Mead-
ows), who represents one 
of the city’s largest Jewish 
populations in northeast 
Queens, also criticized the 
move by the proswastika.
org group and demanded 
it make a public apology 
to the people of New York 
before shutting down its op-
erations completely.

“Flying a swastika 
over New York City is cat-
egorically and unquestion-
ably wrong,” Weprin said. 
“Regardless of what this 

symbol means to others, 
the swastika is tied to the 
most oppressive and crimi-
nal regime to ever exist and 
is the strongest symbol for 
anti-Semitism there is. The 
swastika is a symbol of hor-
ror and hate and I condemn 
its use for any purpose.”

Addabbo said he has 
begun checking into what 
legal action can be taken to 
prevent the public from be-
ing subjected to such adver-
tising in the future. He said 
as of now it seems there is 
little that can be done, but 
he said that would not de-
ter him from continuing to 
look.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 4

Rockaway

www.Timesledger.com
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BY JUAN SOTO

Southeast Queens was 
hit hard during the hous-
ing crisis earthquake.

Thousands of families 
lost their homes following 
the collapse of the market 
back in 2008, but although 
homeowners are still being 
struck by the aftershocks, 
people are venturing into 
the housing market.

Since arriving in New 
York City from Jamaica, 
sisters Susan and Cynthia 
Morris always have dreamt 
of owning a home. But be-
cause of their incomes, 
banks refused to approved 
their mortgage applications 
over and over again.

Susan is a home health 
attendant and Cynthia is a 
certified nursing assistant.

When they were about 

to give up on their dream, 
the siblings found their way 
to the Neighborhood Hous-
ing Services of Jamaica, a 
nonprofit committed to re-
vitalizing neighborhoods 
in southeast Queens.

“We were giving up,” 
said Cynthia Morris. “For 
us, buying a house was not 
going to become a reality.”

With help from the 
Queens organization, 
founded in 1974, the Mor-
ris sisters were able to buy 
a two-family home, at 145-
62 South Road in Jamaica. 
The structure was ear-
marked for resale to a low- 
to moderate-income family 
from the community.

They are putting in the 
final touches in the base-
ment, and they are hoping 
to move in by the end of the 
summer.

“I cannot explain how 
good we feel for being able 
to buy our dream home,” 
said Cynthia Morris in an 
interview. “My sister will 
have one floor and I will 
have the other in the two-
family home.”

They bought the house 
at 35 percent bellow market 
value with a 5 percent down 
payment.

For Neighborhood 
Housing Services, the Ja-
maica sisters case exempli-
fies what affordable hous-
ing is all about.

“Because of the afford-
able housing crisis, we had 
to respond to the commu-
nity’s needs,” said Helen 
Maxwell, director of Neigh-
borhood Housing Services 
Development Corp., a di-
vision of NHSJ. “We are 
helping low- to middle-in-

come residents with their 
homes.”

“There is a big need 
for affordable housing in 

Queens,” Maxwell pointed 
out, adding that homeown-
ers also seek the help of 
her organization to apply 
for grants in order to do re-
pairs in their houses.

“If they are not able to 
get conventional loans from 
the banks, we offer grants,” 
added Maxwell.

The case of Cynthia 
Morris and her sisters is 
one of hundreds that Neigh-
borhood Housing Services 
got involved with.

“They were great,” 
Cynthia Morris said. 
“When you were with them, 
it felt like you knew them 
for so long. It was like talk-
ing with your friends.”

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

The Morris sisters during the ribbon-cutting ceremony for their new 
home in Jamaica. Courtesy Neighborhood Housing Services of Jamaica

Affordable housing still eludes many  in Queens
Jamaica nonprofi t group helps families with modest incomes become homeowners at last



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, J
ULY 20, 2014

9

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

met with Bushburg earlier 
this year and he believes 
 the Brooklyn-based reality 
company was trying to use 
the first floor for arts and 
entertainment, as the com-
munity requested.

“To my knowledge, 
there haven’t been any 
single parties or organiza-
tions that were willing to 
lease that ground floor all 
by themselves,” he said, 
noting that a more inte-
grated approach might be 
more successful. “If you 
have some divergence or 
different venues, there it 
is more likely to succeed ... 
sometimes it could be for 
theater, other times it could 
be for music and maybe art 
exhibits.”

Giordano said the 50 
residences were slated to 
be rentals.

After the theater closed 
in 2008, Michael Perlman 
led the push to landmark 
the nearly century-old the-
ater. In 2010, the city Land-
marks Preservation Com-
mission awarded its facade 
and marquee landmark sta-
tus, meaning their historic 
value merited protection 
and could not be altered or 
demolished without con-
sent from the panel. 

But Perlman said the 
interior deserves safe-
guards as well.

Built by architect 
Thomas Lamb in 1916, the 
Ridgewood Theatre’s au-
ditorium boasted a rare, 

backlit stage, balconies 
comprised of figurines and 
ornate medallions, mold-
ings and plaster details, 
while the lobby had angelic 
muses from Greek mythol-
ogy, domes and vaulted 
ceilings, Perlman said.

Perlman said he has 
not received answers about 
whether the theater’s in-
terior has been altered de-
spite many inquiries to its 
new owners. 

The theater once host-
ed Vaudeville, silent films 
and talkies, according to 
Perlman, chairman of the 
Rego-Forest Preservation 
Council and the Friends of 
Ridgewood Theatre group 
dedicated to its preserva-
tion.

He sent a letter to 
Bushburg in September, 
shortly after interior demo-
lition permits were issued, 
requesting that the com-
pany consider preserving 
the theater’s auditorium. 
He included a list of orga-
nizations and resources 

for attempting to capture 
preservation-related tax 
credits, benefits and other 
government aid.

“Queens was once dot-
ted with theatrical gems, 
but almost all theaters to-
day lost their historic inte-
riors, despite some facades 
that were preserved,” Per-
lman wrote in the letter. 
“Theaters are the ‘ultimate 
public institutions’ which 
have bridged the genera-
tions, as they foster growth 
and pride in our communi-
ties, harbor countless per-
sonal memories, and often 
exhibit the work of our 
country’s most skillful ar-
chitects.”

Perlman said he has 
not heard back since send-
ing the letter and is not 
sure how much interior 
demolition has altered the 
auditorium.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

New owners of the shuttered Ridgewood Theatre submitted plans 
to build apartments on the upper floors.

of shooting victims from 
the same time last year.

Parents, siblings, 
aunts and uncles cried out 
countless names of those 
they knew who had died 
from gun violence.

“Since I lost my son, 
unfortunately, my circle of 
friends has become moth-
ers that have lost their 
kids,” said Shenee John-
son, whose son, Kedrick 
Morrow, was gunned down 
in 2010. “The real question 
is not when are we going to 
stop the violence. The hon-

est question to ask today 
if we don’t continue to do 
more, is who’s next?”

Morrow was killed 
following a dispute at a 
Springfield Gardens party, 
a month before he was go-
ing to graduate from high 
school.

Taylonn Murphy, 
whose 18-year-old daugh-
ter Tayshana was shot and 
killed in a Harlem hous-
ing development in 2011, 
attended the rally to show 
support for Queens parents 
who had lost children to 
gun violence.

“We don’t want anyone 
else to join the messed-up 
club we’re in,” he said.

Embattled state Sen. 

Malcolm Smith (D-Hollis) 
and his challenger, former 
Deputy Borough President 
Leroy Comrie, attended the 
rally and participated in 
the lie in.

“We are out here trying 
to stop the gun violence the 
way our ancestors fought 
segregation — only this 
time, we are doing the dam-
age to ourselves,” Victoria 
Pannell said. “It is time for 
us to let young people know 
that picking up a piece of 
steel is not going to solve 
anything.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Rally

Theater
how berserk the artists 
would go each time we 
knocked down one of their 
pieces every day for three 
months?” he said.

Wolkoff is still con-
fused about the artists’ re-
action to the whole process. 
When he invited aerosol 
artists to start using the 
walls of the former Neptune 
Building in 1993, there was 
never a lease, they were 
never charged and it was 
always understood by all 
parties that the building 
had an expiration date, ac-
cording to Wolkoff.

“The artists always 
knew the building was 
coming down, I even heard 
them talk about it in tele-
vision interviews over the 
years. The truth of the mat-
ter is I never did anything 

to hurt these people,” he 
said.

When the demolition is 
complete, Wolkoff will start 
building two residential 
high-rise towers with 1,100 
units and 50,000 square feet 
of commercial space.

“I had hoped to start 
the foundation already, but 
once we get going we will 
not stop until it’s finished 
in 2016 –– that’s what I’m 
hoping for,” he said.

The 77-year-old devel-
oper believes time will heal 
all wounds and one day the 
artists will return, espe-
cially once they see the new 
complex.

“It’s going to be the 
coolest building in New 
York and young people are 
really going to want to be 
there,” Wolkoff said. “The 
artists will come back de-
spite what they say publicly 
right now. Trust me, there 
will be healing.”

Wolkoff is planning 
12,000 square feet of artist 
studios to help lure them 
back.

“They’ll want the no-
toriety that will come with 
the new building,” Wolkoff 
said. “It will be like a cou-
ple reconciling after a bit-
ter divorce.”

Marie Cecil Flageul, 
spokeswoman for the 
5Pointz artists, sees things 
a little differently.

“Whatever magic ball 
he has I wish we had, that 
way we would have known 
about the whitewashing,” 
she said. “Seriously, artists 
in New York won’t want to 
collaborate with the author 
of the greatest genocide of 
art in New York City his-
tory.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 1

5Pointz
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about suburban design 
for the Long Island-based 
think tank The Rauch 
Foundation, gave the head-
lining talk at the business 
improvement district’s an-
nual meeting Monday eve-
ning.

Close to 30 people 
crowded into C.J. Sullivan’s 
to hash out the business im-
provement district’s accom-
plishments and goals, elect 
a new board of directors 
and hear Wenk discuss suc-
cessful parking facilities.

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) ear-
marked $20,000 from the 
city budget for financing a 
feasibility study into trans-
forming the municipal lot 
near 41st Avenue and 214th 
Place into a multi-level 
structure.

“Parking garages have 
a bad reputation,” Wenk 
said, while flipping through 
slides of modern structures 
across the globe, some fea-
turing artistic architec-
ture, meticulously selected 

stained glass and verdant 
walls of greenery. “You pay 
a premium for good design, 
but it’s worth it.”

Wenk said parking 
garages tend to be more 
noticeable than surface 
lots and require less space, 
which has helped munici-
palities develop economi-
cally viable projects by 
moving from flat parking 
facilities to multi-story 
structures.

Garages also take traf-
fic off the street by provid-
ing an alternative to those 
circling in search of park-
ing, Wenk said.

But they come at a 
steep price.

Constructing garages 
in the metro area costs 
about $21,000 per spot, com-
pared to $3,000 per space in 
surface lots, according to 
Wenk.

At that rate, she said 
a 500-space garage would 
need to charge about $150 
for monthly passes or $7.50 
in daily fees.

Dominick Bruccoleri, 
the BID chairman, noted 
that exploring expanding 
parking at the municipal 

lot was a high priority for 
the organization because 
commuters tend to gobble 
up spaces near the Bayside 
Long Island Rail Road sta-
tion and the shortage leads 
potential shoppers to Long 
Island.

He said the Business 
Improvement District, 
which represents about 400 
businesses and property 
owners clustered along 
Bell Boulevard between 
Northern Boulevard and 
41st Avenue, was consider-
ing having a design compe-
tition, should the study find 
the parking garage plan 
feasible.

Many in the crowd said 
that idea appealed to them, 
but some voiced concerns 
about whether commut-
ers would choose to pay to 
use a parking garage when 
there is free street parking 
in nearby blocks.

On another front, BID 
Executive Director Lyle 
Sclair said next year the or-
ganization hopes to expand 
its free graffiti cleanup pro-
gram, organize a food-crawl 
through local restaurants 
and spruce up the land be-

tween Sullivan’s and the 
LIRR station.

Sclair said the BID had 
entered into a lease for the 
property about a month 
ago and issued requests 
for proposals to maintain 
and improve it. He said 
this would allow the BID to 
host holiday celebrations 
and other events without 
going through the permit 
process.

BID members voted in 
a new board of directors, 
including Eric Belanich, 
from Bell Realty; Gerry 
Biordi, from East Coast 
Realty; Mark Boccia, from 
Bourbon Street; Dominick 
Bruccoleri, from Papazzio; 
Pat Perulli, from Bayside 
Milk Farm; James Riso, 
from Briarwood Organi-
zation; Terry Triades and 
Meri Tridades, from Tria-
des & Triades; Ed Teran, 
from American Vision Cen-
ter; David Lilienthal, from 
Edward Jones; and local 
resident Mitchell Catan-
zano.

Jocelyn Wenk, who has studied parking garages with the Long 
Island-based think tank Rauch Foundation, discusses the benefits 
of multi-level parking structures. Photo by Sarina Trangle

Continued from Page 1

BID





QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
JU

LY
 2

0,
 2

01
4

12


