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BY BILL PARRY

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) rode 
a Citibike onto Diversity 
Plaza in Jackson Heights, 
where he announced new 
legislation that would al-
low workers to use their 

pre-tax commuter benefits 
for bike share programs.

The Bike to Work Act 
of 2014 promotes greater us-
age of Citi Bike, increases 
revenue for the program 
and helps secure its expan-
sion to Queens.

“Thousands of New 
Yorkers have already em-

braced the city’s bike share 
program as a viable, envi-
ronmentally friendly and 
cost-effective form of public 
transportation,” Crowley 
said. “That is why I’m in-
troducing legislation that 
further encourages partici-
pation in the program by 
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

When Kika Cerpa fell victim 
to sex traffickers in 1993, she felt 
helpless.

There was no state law 

against human trafficking and 
little help in terms of government 
services for victims who were try-
ing to escape their traffickers and 
rebuild their lives.

A new city initiative, called 

the Queens Human Trafficking 
Intervention Pro Bono Project, 
hopes to bring victims out of the 
shadows by offering free legal 
services to foreign-born victims 
of trafficking.

The plan was announced 
on the steps of Queens Criminal 
Court last week by elected offi-
cials, advocates and victims of 
sex trafficking.

“I’m speaking out so that no 
girl or young woman will suffer 
the abuse that I did,” Cerpa told 
reporters last Thursday.

Cerpa was lured to Queens 
from her native Venezuela by her 
boyfriend in 1993. When she ar-
rived, her boyfriend’s cousin took 
her passport and brought her to a 
brothel where she was forced to 
work as a sex slave for years.

Many victims have felt 
trapped in their circumstances, 
too scared to go to the police for 
fear of being arrested or deport-
ed, a problem the new pro bono 
project hopes to tackle.

“Other trafficking victims 
and I were arrested over and 
over for prostitution,” Cerpa 
said. “Never did the police, pros-
ecutors or judges ask if we were 
trafficked. Never did they offer us 
hope and protection. All of this 
has changed.”

Advocates said the pro bono 
project will build on the success 

Dancers from Folk-Colombia celebrate Independence Day with a performance in Flushing Meadows Corona Park. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado

DANCING FOR FREEDOM

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Borough President Melinda 
Katz and Mayor Bill de Blasio 
have removed eight members 
from the Queens Library’s board 
of trustees after they refused to 
oust the nonprofit’s embattled 
president, Thomas Galante.

A bill recently passed by the 
state Legislature gave Katz and de 
Blasio new powers to fire board 
members if they fail to “satisfac-
torily perform their duties.”

“Your continued support of 
Mr. Galante serving as president 
and CEO of Queens Public Li-
brary under the current circum-
stances ... demonstrates your fail-
ure to oversee the management of 
the library,” Katz wrote in letter 
to each trustee she removed.

The borough president and 
a number of Queens elected of-
ficials had called on the board to 
depose Galante after revelations 
surfaced six months ago he made 
a $392,000 annual salary in addi-
tion to pay he received at a sec-
ondary job.

BY BILL PARRY

More subway service shutdowns are on the 
way for Long Island City.

G line service will be suspended for five con-
secutive weeks beginning Friday night at 10:30 
p.m., according to the Metropolitan Transporta-
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Queens battles sex traffi cking
New pro bono project launched to provide legal aid to victims in the shadows

Katz, mayor
purge library
of 8 trustees

Crowley pushes Citi Bike ridesQueens commuters brace
for more work on G train

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley rides a bor-
rowed Citi Bike to announce his new 
legislation promoting usage. 

Photo by Bill Parry
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BY BILL PARRY
 
After 34 years on the 

job, Lt. David Lim decided 
it was time for the final 
roll call last Thursday at 
LaGuardia Airport and re-
tirement from the Port Au-
thority Police Department.

He was the only police 
officer among the 16 sur-
vivors rescued from the 
rubble of the North Tower 
on 9/11.

“We did everything we 
could during the greatest 
rescue in American his-
tory,” Lim said. “Of course, 
everyone talks about the 
nearly 3,000 we lost that 
day, but I always talk of the 
thousands we saved, the 
thousands that made it out 
of those buildings alive.”

Lim was partners with 
Sirius, a bomb-detecting 
yellow Labrador retriever, 
on that morning. After plac-
ing Sirius in a basement 
kennel, he raced up to the 
34th floor when he heard 
the South Tower collapse.

Lim began moving 
people down Stairwell B at 
a faster pace, fearing the 
building would suffer the 
same fate. When he arrived 
on the fifth floor, he joined 
firefighters from Ladder 
Co. 6 helping Josephine 
Harris, a grandmother 
who had become exhausted 
after descending from the 
77th floor.

“I had just grabbed one 
of her arms when it hap-
pened,” Lim said. “It was 
a horrible windstorm with 
the sound of an onrushing 
train as a hundred floors 
pancaked above me. The 
compression of air felt like 
a hurricane. I thought I 
was dead when it was over. 
I coughed out dust and 
realized dead men don’t 
cough.”

Lim, 12 firefighters 
and three civilians had 
survived the collapse as 
the shell of Stairwell B 
held up under the debris of 
110 floors. Lim realized he 
still had his cellphone and 
began calling for help, and 
five hours later they were 

found by Ladder Co. 43.
Lim was said to have 

rescued hundreds of civil-
ians that day but he was 
haunted by the loss of Siri-
us in the collapse.

“There were no bombs 
and he wasn’t a rescue dog, 
so I put him in the kennel 
before going up,” he said. 
“My dog was killed that 
day, I should say murdered. 
My dog was murdered that 
day.”

Sirius was pulled from 
the pile and given a hero’s 
removal four months later.

“Everything came to 
a stop, everyone saluted as 
they brought my dog out 
with an American flag over 
the body bag,” he said.

Lim already had 22 
years of service with the 
PAPD but did not give re-
tirement a thought.

“I wasn’t going to let 
some knucklehead in Af-
ghanistan dictate to me 
when I was going to retire. 
Even after we killed him I 
stayed on, but now it’s time 
to pass the torch to the next 
generation,” he said.

Lim knew he wanted 
to be a cop when he grew 
up in Far Rockaway. His 
parents, immigrants from 
China, had a family-run 
restaurant on Beach 20th 
Street.

“I started learning 
on my very first day at 
the academy and I never 
stopped learning through-
out those 34 years. I hope 
I’ve done a good job passing 
it all to the next generation 
of officers,” he said.

Lim became an iconic 
figure in the Asian commu-
nity in the years since 9/11.

“It was brought to my 
attention that I was the 
only Asian police officer 
to survive that day. I knew 
I had become an influence 
when a young man heard a 
speech I gave in San Fran-
cisco and joined the police 
department,” he said.

More than 30,000 
people attended an appear-
ance Lim made at an Asian 
cultural festival in Denver, 
Colorado.

Lim, his wife and two 
children have not made 
long-range plans for his re-
tirement, but he knows how 
they will spend the sum-
mer.

“We’re going to fol-
low our [New York] Mets 
around the country,” he 
said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

$CASH$$CASH$

Lt. David Lim embraces one of his officers after thirty-
four years with the Port Authority Police Department. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Port Authority 9/11 hero
retires on his own terms
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BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
State Sen. Tony Avella 

(D-Bayside) is calling on 
the city to repair a pedes-
trian tunnel in Bellerose 
that residents say has dete-
riorated to the point of be-
ing unsafe.

Avella met with about 
50 residents last week at 
the mouth of a tunnel cross-
ing under the southbound 
Cross Island Parkway at 
88th Avenue to call atten-
tion to the condition of the 
walkway, plagued by peel-
ing paint, mounds of gar-
bage and overhead lights 
that residents say have 
been out for months.

“We’re here because of 
a very self-evident issue,” 
said Avella, pointing to the 
tunnel around him. “I’ve 
come through this pass my-
self and I’ve never seen it in 
such a terrible condition.”

Avella said he has 
reached out to the city De-

partment of Transporta-
tion, which is in charge of 
maintaining the tunnel, 
about sending someone 
out to clean up the walk-
through.

But he said he was told 
the DOT has just one small 
unit in charge of upkeep 
for all bridges and tunnels 
throughout the five bor-

oughs.
A spokesman for the 

DOT said the agency re-
ceived a letter from Avella 
about graffiti and is cur-
rently conducting mainte-
nance at the site. 

“You know what that 
means,” Avella said. “It 
means this is probably at 
the bottom of their priori-

ties and won’t get done for 
years and that’s unaccept-
able. This is a very quiet, 
residential neighborhood 
and they are entitled to 
get the same resources as 
the major bridges and tun-
nels.”

As of Wednesday 
morning, a thin layer of 
paint had been applied to 
the entrance only on top of 
the layer that could be seen 
peeling away underneath, 
and graffiti had already 
been reapplied over it.

The walkway is used 
as a pedestrian pathway 
from one side of the Cross 
Island Parkway to the oth-
er along 88th Avenue, and 
Avella, along with several 
residents, said there is no 
alternative for crossing 
the major highway without 
going about half a mile off 
course, down by Jericho 
Turnpike.

The tunnel is used on 
a daily basis all year by 

students and parishioners 
at the nearby St. Gregory’s 
the Great Church, which 
sits a block away from the 
bridge.

“On Sunday morn-
ings, many people travel 
back and forth through 
the tunnel on their way to 
mass, and quite often we 
bring the children from 
the school through here for 
various activities,” said the 
Rev. William Dulaney, of 
St. Gregory’s. “It does get a 
lot of use, and the safer it is, 
the better.”

The tunnel walls have 
also become lined with 
graffiti that residents say 
the NYPD has told them 
represents gang symbols. 
After Avella alerted the 
public to his plan to gather 
at the tunnel last Thursday, 
some of the graffiti was 
thinly painted over, though 
it was unclear who came 
out to do the patch job.

“That’s not enough, 

Avella said. “They’re put-
ting a little Band-Aid over a 
serious issue. You can’t just 
paint over it when the paint 
is peeling off the walls.”

Miriam Napolitano, 
a 37-year resident of the 
neighborhood, said the dark 
and dingy condition of the 
tunnel could end up attract-
ing crime to the area, such 
as the graffiti problems the 
neighborhood has experi-
enced in the tunnel. She 
said with the lights being 
out, it has become a fright-
ening experience to walk 
down the pass-through 
while it is dark outside.

Some residents said 
that without working over-
head lights, they fear some-
one might be waiting to 
harm them at the other end 
of the tunnel and also said 
they would prefer to have 
cameras installed inside 
the tunnel to deter crime.

Bellerose residents are fed up with the condition of a pedestrian 
tunnel that runs under the Cross Island Parkway at 88th Avenue. 

Photo by Kelsey Durham

BY BILL PARRY

Protesters returned to 
Elmhurst’s Pan American 
Hotel Tuesday for a third 
rally against the city since 
it converted the 216-unit 
building into a homeless 
shelter June 6.

The crowd was half 
the size of the previous two 
rallies, with police estimat-
ing the number at about 550 
people. The protest was less 
vitriolic than a town hall 
meeting June 30, when the 
two sides shouted angry 
taunts at each other.

Fearing a repeat of 
that episode, the city De-
partment of Homeless Ser-
vices arranged for four 
school buses to take 200 of 
the homeless children and 
adults to the movies.

“We’re moving these 
kids from hate. We have to 
get them out of here,” DHS 
spokesman Christopher 
Miller said.

The families went to 
see “How to Train Your 

Dragon 2” in Jamaica.
Some remained inside 

the shelter. One threw a 
bottle from a window on the 
western side of the build-
ing and one woman from a 
fifth floor window shouted, 

“Speak English ... Go back 
to China and Korea.”

The crowd responded, 
chanting, “Get a job, get a 
job.”

City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 

Heights), a featured speak-
er at the earlier rallies, 
decided against appearing 
Tuesday.

“I am not happy with 
the racial overtones and 
I urge the community to 

temper their language,” he 
said. “The first thing I said 
at the first rally was that 
I wouldn’t tolerate it and 
they booed me. It happened 
again at the second protest 
and so I will not participate 
any longer.”

Rally organizer Jenni-
fer Chu thinks the racial is-
sue  has been overblown.

“People are angry and 
tempers are short, but ev-
eryone has to remember 
our problem is not with the 
people in that building, it’s 
with the city that put them 
here,” she said.

The majority of the 
residents in the shelter 
are black and most of the 
protesters are Asian. Both 
sides have resorted to ste-
reotyping each other, ac-
cording to DHS Commis-
sioner Gilbert Taylor.

Speakers from neigh-
borhood organizations, 
including Communities 
of Maspeth & Elmhurst 
Together, the Elmhurst 
Neighborhood Block As-

sociation, the Chinese Cul-
tural Arts Association and 
the Filipino Association 
of Elmhurst — repeatedly 
blamed Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio and DHS for the situa-
tion that is putting a strain 
on neighborhood schools 
and services.

One elderly Filipino 
woman vowed to take the 
fight against the homeless 
shelter  to City Hall when 
the mayor returns from 
Italy.

A COMET press re-
lease claimed there was 
a decline in the neighbor-
hood’s quality of life be-
cause of the shelter and 
that Chinese media was re-
porting increased incidents 
of shoplifting, trespassing, 
panhandling and “dine and 
dash” incidents at local res-
taurants.

The commander of the 
110th Precinct said crime 
stats were up slightly, but 
he did not think the shelter 
residents were to blame.

City shelters children from Pan Am protest

Protesters rally against a homeless shelter at the Pan American Hotel for a third time in over a 
month. Photo by Bill Parry

www.Timesledger.com

Bellerose wants DOT to repair old tunnel
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City Council members Mark Weprin (from l. to r.) and Elizabeth Crowley, as well as Borough President 
Melinda Katz, are fund-raising for 2017 elections.

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Although the next 
round of city elections is 
more than three years 
away, the delay has not 
stopped those with special 
interests from contributing 
to the tens of thousands of 
dollars amassed in Queens 
elected officials’ campaign 
coffers.

An executive behind 
the massive Astoria Cove 
housing bid in Hallets Point 
donated $1,000 to Borough 
President Melinda Katz’s 
campaign. And telecommu-
nications companies con-
cerned about  the city’s Wi-
Fi contract strategy have 
kicked $1,250 into the cam-
paign account of Council-
man Mark Weprin (D-Oak-
land Gardens), chairman of 
the Zoning and Franchises 
Committee, who also sits 
on the Technology Com-
mittee.

Once campaign spend-
ing is factored in, Katz has 
$78,109 on hand for a re-
election bid, Councilwom-
an Elizabeth Crowley (D-
Glendale) $51,541, Weprin 
$38,019, Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) $16,132, Council-
man Paul Vallone (D-Bay-
side) $12,906 and Council 
Majority Leader Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
$14,000.

Van Bramer’s and 
Crowley’s campaign com-
mittees have not yet de-

clared that the politicians 
are running for re-election, 
but those close to their 
campaigns confirmed both 
are seeking a third term in 
City Hall.

Katz’s re-election cam-
paign account has prof-
ited from employees at the 
lobbying firm Greenberg 
Traurig LLP, where she 
previously worked, and a 
political action committee 
it finances that have collec-
tively contributed $3,810.

Others who donated 
generously to the borough 
president’s bid include 
Eugen Gluck, chairman 
of the E. Gluck watch com-
pany moving to Little Neck, 
who gave $2,000; leaders of 
the F&T Group behind the 
Flushing Commons devel-
opment, who collectively 
gave $1,320; executives of 
the TF Cornerstone firm 
selected to construct the 
middle-income Hunter’s 
Point South housing com-
plex, who collectively gave 
$1,000; and an Alma Realty 
developer managing the 
Astoria Cove residences 
proposed in Hallets Point, 
who gave $1,000.

As borough president, 
Katz is charged with issu-
ing recommendations on 
proposed zoning and land 
use changes.

Katz spokesman Na-
than Smith said her fund-
raising adhered to all regu-
lations.

“Melinda believes that 

we have one of the premier 
campaign finance systems 
in the world. She not only 
follows the letter but also 
the spirit of the law. Her 
filing reflects her commit-
ment to these core beliefs,” 
Smith wrote in an e-mail.

Weprin, who criticized 
the city’s plan to contract 
with one company for the 
transformation of thou-
sands of pay phones into 
Wi-Fi hubs, has collected in 
his 2017 war chest $750 from 
employees of Titan Outdoor 
LLC, a telecommunications 
company that has lobbied 
the city, and $500 from the 
CEO of Telebeam Commu-
nications, which joined We-
prin in railing against the 
plan as engendering a mo-
nopoly in a press release.

Weprin did not return 
requests for comment.

The executive director 
of the New York Hospital-
ity Alliance has been bun-
dling donations for Weprin, 
amassing $1,250 from res-
taurateurs and developers 
for the legislator, who sits 
on the Land Use and Eco-
nomic Development com-
mittees.

Weprin returned a 
$1,375 contribution from 
Steel Equities, a company 
involved with the remodel-
ing of a Little Neck ware-
house neighbors have 
spurned, but he kept a 
$1,375 donation from an ex-
ecutive of E. Gluck, which 
is moving onto the site.

Donations pour into boro 
for 2017 re-election bids
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When browsing through 
home décor and lifestyle 
magazines for ideas for a 
backyard patio, readers are 
usually teased with grandi-
ose designs and sprawling 
outdoor spaces, which can 
be far from feasible.  A solu-
tion may lie within the grasp 
of homeowners with mini-
mal back or side yard space 
and/or a limited budget, by 
turning to manufactured 
hardscape materials. Inter-
locking concrete pavers and 
segmental wallstones can 
add up to big benefi ts in a 
small patio footprint. 

An outdoor 
space, regardless 
of its size, can be 
multi-functional 
– fi gure out what 
you would like 

to see in the 
space. Often, 

a larger im-
pr e s sion 
can be 
achieved 

by utiliz-

ing materials that offer 
the most versatility. Inter-
locking concrete pavement 
systems are a durable and 
aesthetically pleasing al-
ternative to traditional pa-
tio blocks and poured or 
stamped concrete. 

Using larger sized pav-
ers, certain pattern designs 
and a centrally-placed inset 
of a circular or diamond-
shaped pattern arrange-
ment or placing pavers di-
agonally are ways to make a 
smaller space look bigger.  

When incorporating a 
refreshment bar or cook-
ing area, consider “bump-
ing out” these areas from 
the main patio confi gura-
tion and surrounding them 
with garden beds or path-
way approaches. A perim-
eter seat wall or bench seat 
notched into a wall system 
is perfect for casual seating 
and can be built from rock-
faced wall stones.  

For stairs to step down 
onto a patio from a back 

door, ready to install, cast 
stone treads in natural col-
ors are available in 48” and 
72” individual lengths or as 
a pre-packaged staircase 
kits or cast stone alterna-
tives that are more afford-
able than custom-cut nat-
ural bluestone and more 
durable than wooden steps.

Many components of a 
well-appointed outdoor liv-
ing space are available in 
scaled down versions that 
offer the same conveniences 
as larger items.  In lieu of a 
big, straight or L-shaped 
outdoor kitchen, look into 
a smaller food preparation 
and cooking unit made of 
wall stones.  Cambridge 
Outdoor Kitchen Modules 
measure only 75” long x 36’ 
deep.  They are pre-cut, pre-
packaged and sold with top-
of-the-line stainless steel ap-
pliance packages.  Pre-cut 
and pre-packaged Bar Mod-
ules complete with stainless 
steel bar center packages 
are only 92’” long x 42” deep 

and will survive the ele-
ments longer than the best 
bamboo tiki bar.  Another 
benefi t is these components 
will match with pavers or 
a wall system.  Cover them 
with an attractive, pre-
packaged, two-column per-
gola without taking up any 
additional ground space.  

If you have always 
wanted a fi re pit and there 
isn’t room in your patio 
space, build one just off the 
patio itself where it will be 
accessible a few steps away 
but visible from the patio.  
Cambridge Fire Pits mea-
suring 50” and less come 
round and square in an 
many textures and colors 
with grills, spark screens 
and covers and are also in 
pre-packaged kits ready to 
build.  To stimulate other 
senses, integrate a Cam-
bridge pond-less waterfall 
kit adjoining your patio 
without taking up space as-
sociated with a cascading, 
custom waterfall and pond. 

Consult an Authorized 
Cambridge Distributor to 
help you plot your small pa-
tio space.  Using Cambridge 
DesignScape Visualizer™ 
software, they can create 
realistic, computer-gener-
ated, full-color designs right 
before your eyes and allow 
you to preview the area – 
before and after – illustrat-
ing your new patio with any 
Cambridge Pavingstones, 
wall system and outdoor liv-
ing pre-packaged kit in the 
actual colors and patterns 
of your choice and calcu-
late real paver and wall re-
quirements.  You will need 
a digital photo of your back 
or side yard.  

If you are computer-
savvy, visit cambridgepav-
ers.com, download the 
software, and create im-
ages on your own.  If you 
are inclined to take on do-
it-yourself projects, you 

are invited to attend D.I.Y. 
Workshops hosted at Au-
thorized Cambridge Dis-
tributor locations.  

Charles H. Gama-
rekian is Chairman/CEO 
of Cambridge Pavers Inc., 
manufacturers of Cam-
bridge Pavingstones with 
ArmorTec®, Cambridge 
Wallstones and a full line of 
products for outdoor living.  
He is a founder and current 
board member of the In-
terlocking Concrete Pave-
ment Institute (ICPI), the 
North American trade as-
sociation representing the 
interlocking concrete paver 
industry. Mr. Gamarekian 
is recognized worldwide as 
an expert in his fi eld.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Big benefi ts from a small patio
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Some of New York’s 
Bravest have decided to 
tip their firefighter hats 
toward state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) in his 
re-election campaign this 
week.

The Uniformed Fire-
fighters Association, which 
represents 8,000 city fire-
fighters, endorsed the in-
cumbent Tuesday.

“Sen. Avella 
has long proven 
himself to be a 
staunch advocate 
for enhanced pub-
lic safety, protect-
ing community fire com-
panies and demanding the 
resources needed so New 
York’s Bravest can keep 
the public safe,” UFA Presi-
dent Steve Cassidy said. 
“He has fought on behalf of 
firefighters and the needs 
of his constituents in the 
local community, in City 
Hall and in Albany.”

Avella recently bolted 
to the Independent Demo-
cratic Conference, which 
controls the state Senate 
with Republicans, and 
provoked a primary from 
mainline Democrats. But 
the two-term senator has 
racked up significant union 
support after his IDC col-
leagues announced a new 
power-sharing agreement 
with Democrats in late 

June.
Liu was court-

ed by the Queens 
Democratic Party 
to unseat Avella 
months ago and 

has since put to-
gether a broad coalition of 
county support, including 
many elected officials.

Former U.S. Rep. Gary 
Ackerman, who repre-
sented northeast Queens, 
became the latest member 
of Queens’ Democratic po-
litical establishment to en-
dorse Liu Tuesday.

BY KELSEY DURHAM

A newly discovered 
burglary trend has Fresh 
Meadows residents fearing 
that their neighborhood 
has become a target for 
crime.

Peter Hart, who owns 
a home on 183rd Street 
between 75th Avenue and 
Union Turnpike, was bar-
becuing in his backyard 
last weekend when he 
discovered a piece of tape 
stuck to a window on the 
back side of his house.

“I looked up and saw 
this black electrical tape, 
about 2 inches long, on the 
molding strip around the 
window and thought it was 
kind of weird,” he said. “I 
haven’t had any contrac-

tors around and I know 
I didn’t go out there, so I 
thought, ‘What the heck is 
going on?’”

Curious about who 
could have put the strip of 
tape on his window, Hart 
said he typed the finding 
into an Internet search bar 
in hopes of getting an ex-
planation.

To his surprise, he 
found several pages of re-
sults from people across the 
country saying they had 
heard of burglars putting 
tape on doors and windows 
of houses in an attempt to 
find out if the homeowners 
were in town or away on va-
cation.

“If they still see it there 
after a day or two, I guess 
they go and rob the place,” 

said Jim Hopke, vice presi-
dent of the Utopia Estates 
Civic Association.

Hart said he called the 
107th Police Precinct and 
explained his odd discov-
ery to an officer, who told 
him the department had 
heard of tape being placed 
on doors, not windows, and 
described the incident as 
“strange.”

He said the officer told 
him the precinct would step 
up its patrol in the area 
near 183rd Street, but the 
possibility of burglars tar-
geting the area has caused 
some concern.

“I thought it was kind 
of arrogant for someone 
to just come into my back-
yard,” Hart said.

Hart said he has begun 

taking extra security mea-
sures at his home, even con-
tacting his alarm company 
about possibly getting secu-
rity cameras set up outside 
the property.

“I’m sure if someone 
wants to come in, they’re 
going to come in,” he said. 
“But we want as many de-
terrents as possible.”

He said he also has 
started letting neighbors 
and civic associations 
know that the area could be 
the most recent destination 
for burglars and advising 
them that if they find elec-
trical or painters tape any-
where on their homes and 
do not know where it came 
from to call the police. State Sen. Tony Avella (l.) and former city Comptroller John Liu 

continue to rack up endorsements in their primary battle. 
Photos by Christina Santucci and Alex Robinson

Residents of 183rd Street between 75th Avenue and Union Turnpike in Fresh Meadows are worried their neighborhood may become a tar-
get for burglars. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Avella gets nod 
from fi refi ghters

Fresh Meadows fears thieves
Homeowners worry after bizarre burglary scare pops up in area
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Beautifully designed, 
built to last.

Charles H. Gamarekian
Founder/Chairman/CEO

BACKYARD PATIOS & OUTDOOR LIVING ROOMS  PAVINGSTONES  WALL SYSTEMS

With ArmorTec®

Both Cambridge pavingstones shown above were installed in
residential driveways in 2006 (Photos taken in January 2010).

Plan your total patio makeover with Cambridge! 

Without ArmorTec®

MASTRO CONCRETE, INC.
15433 Brookville Blvd, Rosedale, NY 11422

CALL: (718) 528-6788 VISIT: www.mastroconcrete.com
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JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S LOBSTER DOCK 
RESTAURANT

Market Specials & Menu Online: Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 KNAPP St. & Belt Pkwy (EXIT 9 OR 9A) Sheepshead Bay, BKLYN

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across from the UA Movies)

FREE 
PARKING

ZAGAT  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

“GENUINE”
PRINCE EDWARD

ISLAND
MUSSELS

HOURS: Sun. – Thurs. 9 am – 10 pm  Fri. & Sat. 9 am – 11 pm
1-800-404-CLAW

FRESH FILET
FRIED OR BROILED

FISH & CHIPS SPECIAL

$10*
+ TAX*

WITH COUPONS ONLY

$199
LB

/4

LOBSTER SPECIAL

$20*
EXP. 7/31/14

+ TAX*
EXP. 7/31/14

 *

EXP. 7/31/14

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY JUAN SOTO
 
Jeff Oyo is enjoying his last 

vacation days.
For the past four years, Oyo 

was one of the Hollis Local De-
velopment Corp. Annual Scholar-
ships recipients, a program that 
awards scholarships to 12 stu-
dents every year.

On Aug. 1, he embarks on 
an academic adventure that will 
take him, he hopes, to a Ph.D. in 
economics from Ohio State Uni-
versity.

He just graduated from 
SUNY Buffalo State and plans to 
do his doctoral research on labor 
economics and its effects on mi-
nority groups.

But before he lands on the 
Midwest campus, Oyo, a 23 year-
old from Cambria Heights, will 
be a guest speaker at the Hollis 
Local Development Corp. Annual 
Scholarships Awards Brunch 
that will take place Saturday at 
Thomasina’s Catering Hall, in St. 

Albans.
“The scholarship and the 

program were just tremendous,” 
said the Cambria Heights resi-
dent. “The program was of great 
help to me  and not just finan-
cially.”

Oyo, who graduated from 
the Business, Computer Appli-
cations and Entrepreneurship 
High School at the Magnet Cam-
pus Complex, will tell this year’s 
scholarship recipients to “not just 
go to college for the degree, but 
to seek out all sorts of opportuni-
ties.”

He will advise the nine recent 
high school graduates and the 
three continuing college students 
to be “open-minded to opportuni-
ties and act like CEOs, looking al-
ways for improvements.”

One of them is Sekayi Cur-
tis, who will major in civil engi-
neering at Howard University, in 
Washington, D.C.

“This money is crucial,” said 
Angela Curtis, her mother. “This 

scholarship program is godsent 
--parents need help.”

After learning about the Hol-
lis scholarship program, Curtis 
became a volunteer in the orga-
nization.

“It’s a lot of work,” she said. 
“But it’s a worthy cause.”

This year the fifth annual 
Scholarship Awards will distrib-
ute among the 12 students a total 
of $36,000. Every year the merit-
based recipients will have to re-
apply for the scholarship.

Students need a B average, 
and must be from Hollis, Queens 
Village, Cambria Heights or St. 
Albans. The scholarships are 
named after the past president 
of the Hollis Local Development 
Corp., Bruce Brown, who helped 
develop the scholarship program 
prior to his sudden death in 2011.

The first scholarships were 
awarded in 2010. Around 60 stu-
dents have benefited from the 
program so far. Tickets for the 
brunch are available at Thomas-

sina’s doors for $35 for adults and 
$15 for children under 12.

“Kids are so happy when 
they get the scholarship,” said 
Charlotte Thornton, chairwoman 
of the Scholarship Committee.

As a scholarship recipient, 
Oyo was a mentor for three col-
lege students, two from his SUNY 
Buffalo State alma mater and one 
from the University of Buffalo.

“We had lunch a few times, 
came together, discuss our prob-
lems and tried to find a solution 
for them,” added Oyo.

And being a speaker at a 
ceremony he used to attend as a 
scholarship recipient is unimagi-
nable.

“This is a great honor,” he 
said. “I did not expect this at all.”

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Jeff Oyo received a scholarship from 
the Hollis Local Development Corp. 
during his four years in college. This 
year, he is a speaker at the organiza-
tion’s scholarship awards brunch. 

Photo courtesy Jeff Oyo 

Hollis scholarships send a dozen students to college
Community youths must maintain B average for four years and do social work in neighborhood 

www.Timesledger.com
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PLUMBING AND 
HEATING

SPECIALIST
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

SERVING ALL 5 BOROUGHS
WITH EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

phone: 718-961-8100 
fax: 718-961-9437

OVER 20 YEARS OF
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

125-06 18th Avenue 
College Point, NY 11356

www.jamserviceco.com

Allegations he built a 
$27,000 smoking deck for his 
office and other questions 
of fiscal mismanagement 
also spurred investigations 
by the FBI and city Depart-
ment of Investigation.

In addition to failing 
to oust Galante, the board 
voted against opening the 
nonprofit’s books in April 
to city Comptroller Scott 
Stringer, who launched an 
audit of the library.

“I commend Queens 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz for initiating chang-
es to the Queens Library 
Board that I believe will be 
in the best interests of tax-
payers, accountability and 
good governance,” Stringer 
said in a statement Wednes-
day afternoon. “It is my 
hope that the information 
requested by my audit team 

will be made available with-
out further delay.”

The borough president 
appoints nine of 19 mem-
bers on the board of trust-
ees and the mayor appoints 
the remaining 10. Katz re-
moved six of the members 
in Wednesday’s purge, who 
were all appointed by her 
predecessor, Helen Mar-
shall.

Before the new law 
was enacted, the borough 
president and mayor could 
not replace their appoin-
tees until the end of their 
five-year terms.

Joanne King, spokes-
woman for the Queens Li-
brary, confirmed several 
members had been sent 
notices, taking them off the 
board.

“Throughout the his-
tory of the Queens Borough 
Public Library, the people 
of Queens have benefitted 
enormously from a highly 
committed library board of 
trustees whose leadership 

has helped keep libraries 
open and free,” King said 
in a statement. “They have 
helped make Queens Li-
brary a recognized nation-
al model of excellence. The 
board consists of volunteer, 
high-profile professionals 
and community activists 
who take time out of their 
busy schedules. Every 
one of the tens of millions 
who has enriched his life 
through Queens Library 
owes them thanks for their 
service.”

The eight board mem-
bers who were removed 
were Jacqueline Arrington, 
Joseph Ficalora, William 
Jefferson, Grace Lawrence, 
Terri Mangino, George Sta-
matiades, Patricia Flynn 
and Van Anden, according 
to the borough president’s 
office.

The board members 
have seven business days to 
appeal and respond to their 
removal.

making it more affordable 
for commuters.

The congressman’s 
legislation amends the In-
ternal Revenue Code by 
including bike-sharing sys-
tems as a means of public 
transportation, clearing 
the way for workers to use 
their commuter benefits for 
the program, just as they do 
with subway, bus and rail 
passes.

“It will increase con-
nectivity and improve the 
health of New Yorkers and 
take more cars off of our 
congested streets,” Crow-
ley said.

He did not provide any 
estimated savings for bike-
sharing commuters, but 
subway, bus and rail com-
muters save between 25 
percent to 40 percent with 
the pre-tax benefits.

Crowley was joined by 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing) and state Assem-
blyman Francisco Moya 
(D-Jackson Heights), who 
said, “More people biking 
to work means less stress 
on our public transporta-
tion system, less pollution 
and better health for our 
commuters.”

Moya added that Port-
land, Oregon, where bike 
sharing was embraced 
years ago, will save $594 
million in health care sav-
ings over the next 30 years 
while saving millions more 
in fuel costs.

Paul Steely White, ex-
ecutive director of Trans-
portation Alternatives, was 
also at Diversity Plaza to 
endorse Crowley’s legisla-
tion.

“Even before bike 
share’s instant success, 
bicycling was the fastest 
growing form of transpor-
tation in New York City,” 
White said. “Now, bike 
sharing is accelerating 
that growth even more — 
with more than 100,000 
members to date. We can’t 
imagine the city without 
it, so it’s time for the IRS 
to recognize bike share as 
the popular commuting op-
tion that it is and work with 
Rep. Crowley and Congress 
to pass this bill. There’s no 
better recognition of be-
coming mainstream than 

being written into the tax 
code.”

White added that a new 
investor in Citi Bike will be 
announced in the coming 
weeks. The program lost 
millions in its first year op-
erating in just Manhattan 
and Brooklyn. Hurricane 
Sandy set the program back 
even further by destroying 
90 stations and 1,000 bikes.

The legislation could 
be a boost for Citi Bike, 
which may have to raise its 
$95 membership fee to $140 
per year to keep up with ex-
penses.

Josh Benson, of the 
city Department of Trans-
portation, said there is no 
timetable for Citi Bike’s 
arrival in Queens and that 
Astoria is the only neigh-
borhood tentatively sched-
uled for bike stations.

The bike Crowley rode 
to the press event was from 
Brooklyn.

“One of my constitu-
ents from Sunnyside made 
the arrangements for the 
bike,” Crowley said. “And 
she rode it all the way from 
Brooklyn, too.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Library

Continued from Page 1 

Citibike

The bill would 
give bike riders 

commuter benefi ts.
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CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537

 

of the Queens Human Traf-
ficking Intervention Court, 
an initiative which helps 
victims arrested for prosti-
tution.

The new program will 
provide attorneys to traf-
ficking victims with immi-
gration concerns and help 
them obtain visas.

Roosevelt Avenue in 
Queens has been a hot bed 
of sex trafficking over the 
years, as many young, 
foreign-born women like 
Cerpa migrating to the 
borough have fallen prey to 
traffickers, advocates said.

Since 2004, there have 
been more than 1,000 sex 
trafficking victims in the 
borough, some of whom 
have been as young as 13, 
according to Queens Dis-
trict Attorney Richard 
Brown.

More than 120 sex traf-
ficking victims have sought 
services at the city’s family 
justice centers since they 
opened in 2005 and 56 per-
cent of those victims were 
in Queens.

“When we think about 
trafficking, we think about 
places half-way around the 
world,” said state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst). 
“We think about places 
where the rule of law and 
human rights don’t exist or 
where they are not nearly 
as firm as they are here in 
the United States. The truth 
is that we experience hu-
man trafficking right here 
in our own backyards.”

Peralta has introduced 
a bill to the state Legisla-
ture as part of the Women’s 
Equality Act, which would 
increase minimum sentenc-
es for those found guilty of 
human trafficking.

“The idea here is to 
give it some teeth so that 
the district attorney can 
really prosecute these in-
dividuals,” he said. “So in-
stead of them getting away 
with a slap on the wrist, 
they will actually go away 
for a very long time.”

Peralta’s law would in-
crease minimum sentences 
for first-time offenders from 
three years to five years 
and require a life sentence 
for repeat offenders.

Continued from Page 1 

Traffi cking
tion Authority.

Fix & Fortify Sandy 
Recovery Work is return-
ing to the Greenpoint 
Tube that connects Court 
Square with Nassau Av-
enue in Brooklyn. The 
tunnel suffered extensive 
damage during Sandy 
when more than 3 million 
gallons of saltwater flood-
ed the tube at the height of 
the storm.

Tracks and equipment 
were totally submerged, 
and the tunnel’s pump 
controls, electrical, com-
munications, fan control 
and signal equipment all 
incurred serious damage. 
Power cables immersed in 
saltwater corroded from 
the inside, while corro-
sion on rails and fasteners 
increased the potential for 
delay-causing failures.

The controls for ven-
tilation, lighting and com-
munications systems were 
all destroyed and have yet 
to be restored to their level 
of pre-Sandy reliability.

“Our goal is to com-

plete this work as quickly 
and efficiently as possible 
while exposing our cus-
tomers to as little inconve-
nience as we possibly can 
by using the more lightly 
traveled summer weeks to 
make repairs,” New York 
City Transit President 
Carmen Bianco said. “To 
that end, we are providing 
an extraordinary amount 
of information to help 
our customers navigate 
around this vital work.”

The MTA will provide 
free shuttle buses during 

the duration of the work 
linking the closed stops.

Previous Fix & For-
tify work was performed 
in the Greenpoint Tube 
over 12 weekend closures 
last year. The work in-
cluded installation of 
cable, alarms, emergency 
communication systems, 
repair of track, structural 
repairs, repairs to tunnel 
leaks and the removal of 
old tunnel lighting.

This time the MTA 
said workers will take ad-
vantage of the 24/7 access 

to install permanent tun-
nel lighting, install new 
signals and fiber-optic 
cable as well as testing 
all of the newly installed 
equipment. Track Capital 
Construction will take 
advantage of the extended 
shutdown to complete all 
necessary track work.

The project is de-
signed to restore and re-
build damaged infrastruc-
ture while reducing the 
system’s vulnerability in 
the event of future severe 
weather. Overall, the MTA 
has allocated $3.8 billion 
in funding from the feder-
al Transit Administration 
for repair, resiliency and 
disaster relief work.

The MTA added that 
customers affected by the 
upcoming work will have 
access to informational 
brochures. A robust cus-
tomer information cam-
paign on the project in-
cludes posters on trains 
and throughout affected 
stations.

G line service is 
scheduled to resume at 5 
a.m. Sept. 2.

Reach reporter Bill 

Continued from Page 1 

G-Train

G line subway service shuts down for five consecutive weeks 
beginning Friday night. Photo by Bill Parry
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