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Exactly 30 years after Geral-
dine Ferraro became the first fe-
male vice presidential nominee of 
a major American political party, 
her daughter Donna Zaccaro felt 
her mother’s story was just as im-
portant as it ever was.

The producer and filmmaker 
recently released a documentary 
chronicling the trajectory of her 
trailblazing mother’s career, 
from her beginnings as a Queens 
teacher to her apex as Walter 
Mondale’s running mate.

“Even though this is one of 
the hardest things I’ve ever done 
personally and professionally, 
I’m really glad I did it,” Zaccaro 
told a packed room at a screening 
of the film, “Geraldine Ferraro: 
Paving the Way,” hosted by the 
Queens County Young Democrats 
at St. John’s University Tuesday 
evening.

Ferraro was born in New-
burgh, N.Y., and grew up in an 
Italian-American family. She 
later moved to Forest Hills to 
live with her Queens husband, 
John Zaccaro, and worked as a 
teacher before deciding to go to 
law school. She then worked as 
an assistant district attorney in 
Queens for four years before she 
ran for Congress in 1978.

She quickly rose through 
the Democratic Party’s hierarchy 

Continued on Page 49

BY BILL PARRY

Protesters returned to 
Elmhurst’s Pan American Hotel 
Tuesday for a third rally against 
the city since it converted the 
216-unit building into a homeless 

shelter June 6.
The crowd was half the size 

of the previous two rallies, with 
police estimating the number 
at about 550 people. The protest 
was less vitriolic than a town 
hall meeting June 30, when the 

two sides shouted angry taunts at 
each other.

Fearing a repeat of that 
episode, the city Department of 
Homeless Services arranged for 
four school buses to take 200 of 
the homeless children and adults 

to the movies.
“We’re moving these kids 

from hate. We have to get them 
out of here,” DHS spokesman 
Christopher Miller said.

The families went to see 
Continued on Page 54
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DHS shelters children from rally
Dromm sits out Pan Am demonstration because of racial overtones this month

Pioneer Ferraro
remembered in
daughter’s fi lm

A stilt walker waves the Colombian flag at the FolkColombia celebration held at Flushing Meadows Corona Park. See more photos on Page 20. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado
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of 19 library trustees
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BY BILL PARRY
 
More subway service 

shutdowns are on the way 
for Long Island City.

G line service will be 
suspended for five consecu-
tive weeks beginning Fri-
day night at 10:30 p.m., ac-
cording to the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority.

Fix & Fortify Sandy 
Recovery Work is return-
ing to the Greenpoint Tube 
that connects Court Square 
with Nassau Avenue in 
Brooklyn. The tunnel suf-
fered extensive damage 
during Sandy when more 
than 3 million gallons of 
saltwater flooded the tube 
at the height of the storm.

Tracks and equipment 
were totally submerged, 
and the tunnel’s pump con-
trols, electrical, communi-
cations, fan control and sig-
nal equipment all incurred 
serious damage. Power ca-
bles immersed in saltwater 
corroded from the inside, 

while corrosion on rails 
and fasteners increased the 
potential for delay-causing 
failures.

The controls for ven-
tilation, lighting and com-
munications systems were 
all destroyed and have yet 
to be restored to their level 
of pre-Sandy reliability.

“Our goal is to com-
plete this work as quickly 
and efficiently as possible 
while exposing our cus-
tomers to as little inconve-
nience as we possibly can 
by using the more lightly 
traveled summer weeks to 
make repairs,” New York 
City Transit President 
Carmen Bianco said. “To 
that end, we are providing 
an extraordinary amount 
of information to help our 
customers navigate around 
this vital work.”

The MTA will provide 
free shuttle buses during 
the duration of the work 
linking the closed stops.
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Daniel Halloran may 
be the most talkative wit-
ness in his federal corrup-
tion trial.

Contending prosecu-
tors took his comments out 
of context and failed to 
understand he was legally 
acting as a political consul-
tant, the former Republican 
city councilman has spent 
several days on the witness 
stand detailing precisely 
what he meant in hours of 
conversations secretly re-
corded by undercover FBI 
agents and a cooperating 
witness.

Halloran is on trial for 
allegedly acting as a power 
broker in what prosecutors 
described as an elaborate 
ploy by state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis) to bribe 
his way onto the GOP ticket 
in the 2013 mayoral elec-
tions.

Prosecutors maintain 
Halloran received about 
$20,500 for negotiating 
Smith’s deals with borough 
GOP leaders and requested 
that he be named the deputy 
police commissioner if the 
southeast Queens senator 
made it to Gracie Mansion.

In another alleged 
scheme, prosecutors said 
Halloran agreed to direct 
city discretionary funding 
to Moses Stern, a wealthy 
developer cooperating with 
the government, and an FBI 
agent posing as his busi-
ness partner in exchange 
for $24,800 in donations for 
his own failed congressio-
nal bid.

Halloran, wearing 
dark suits, bright ties and 
a staple American flag pin, 
often turned toward jurors 
and spoke rapidly while 
rhapsodizing about ev-
erything from his lifelong 
relationship with the Boy 
Scouts to the intricacies of 
election law.

Halloran said the gov-
ernment misinterpreted 
his statements during a 
September 2012 meeting 
with Stern, where prosecu-
tors allege Halloran accept-
ed a cash bribe.

“That’s politics, it’s all 
about how much,” prosecu-

tors said Halloran was re-
corded saying. “You can’t 
do anything without the f--
-ing money.”

The ex-legislator said 
he was upset that his oppo-
nent, U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing), had amassed 
a large campaign war chest 
while he struggled to raise 
money for his 2012 congres-
sional run.

“I was angry that this 
is what politics had come 
down to,” he said.

Halloran described the 
money as a loan and person-
al favor from Stern, which 
would boost his credit and 

help refinance his mort-
gage amid a divorce.

The Republican also 
took issue with prosecu-
tors’ understandings of 
over-the-counter and un-
der-the-counter offers he 
made.

Prosecutors previously 
played a recording of Hal-
loran’s meeting with Stern 
Jan. 17, 2013, in the Francis 
Lewis Pastry Shoppe in the 
Broadway section of Flush-
ing.

“Is Vince difficult to 
get on board?” Stern asked,  
according to a transcript of G line subway service shuts down for five consecutive weeks be-

ginning Friday night. Photo by Bill Parry

Former City Councilman Daniel Halloran (l.) remains on the witness stand in his federal corruption 
trial.

MTA shuts down G
subway line in LIC 

Halloran chatty on stand
Indicted ex-pol says alleged bribes were fees for legal consulting

Continued on Page 35

Continued on Page 35
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BY JUAN SOTO
 
Jeff Oyo is enjoying his last 

vacation days.
For the past four years, Oyo 

was one of the Hollis Local De-
velopment Corp. Annual Scholar-
ships recipients, a program that 
awards scholarships to 12 stu-
dents every year.

On Aug. 1, he embarks on 
an academic adventure that will 
take him, he hopes, to a Ph.D. in 
economics from Ohio State Uni-
versity.

He just graduated from 
SUNY Buffalo State and plans to 
do his doctoral research on labor 
economics and its effects on mi-
nority groups.

But before he lands on the 
Midwest campus, Oyo, a 23 year-
old from Cambria Heights, will 
be a guest speaker at the Hollis 
Local Development Corp. Annual 
Scholarships Awards Brunch 
that will take place Saturday at 
Thomasina’s Catering Hall, in St. 

Albans.
“The scholarship and the 

program were just tremendous,” 
said the Cambria Heights resi-
dent. “The program was of great 
help to me  and not just finan-
cially.”

Oyo, who graduated from 
the Business, Computer Appli-
cations and Entrepreneurship 
High School at the Magnet Cam-
pus Complex, will tell this year’s 
scholarship recipients to “not just 
go to college for the degree, but 
to seek out all sorts of opportuni-
ties.”

He will advise the nine recent 
high school graduates and the 
three continuing college students 
to be “open-minded to opportuni-
ties and act like CEOs, looking al-
ways for improvements.”

One of them is Sekayi Cur-
tis, who will major in civil engi-
neering at Howard University, in 
Washington, D.C.

“This money is crucial,” said 
Angela Curtis, her mother. “This 

scholarship program is godsent 
--parents need help.”

After learning about the Hol-
lis scholarship program, Curtis 
became a volunteer in the orga-
nization.

“It’s a lot of work,” she said. 
“But it’s a worthy cause.”

This year the fifth annual 
Scholarship Awards will distrib-
ute among the 12 students a total 
of $36,000. Every year the merit-
based recipients will have to re-
apply for the scholarship.

Students need a B average, 
and must be from Hollis, Queens 
Village, Cambria Heights or St. 
Albans. The scholarships are 
named after the past president 
of the Hollis Local Development 
Corp., Bruce Brown, who helped 
develop the scholarship program 
prior to his sudden death in 2011.

The first scholarships were 
awarded in 2010. Around 60 stu-
dents have benefited from the 
program so far. Tickets for the 
brunch are available at Thomas-

sina’s doors for $35 for adults and 
$15 for children under 12.

“Kids are so happy when 
they get the scholarship,” said 
Charlotte Thornton, chairwoman 
of the Scholarship Committee.

As a scholarship recipient, 
Oyo was a mentor for three col-
lege students, two from his SUNY 
Buffalo State alma mater and one 
from the University of Buffalo.

“We had lunch a few times, 
came together, discuss our prob-
lems and tried to find a solution 
for them,” added Oyo.

And being a speaker at a 
ceremony he used to attend as a 
scholarship recipient is unimagi-
nable.

“This is a great honor,” he 
said. “I did not expect this at all.”

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Jeff Oyo received a scholarship from 
the Hollis Local Development Corp. 
during his four years in college. This 
year, he is a speaker at the organiza-
tion’s scholarship awards brunch. 

Photo courtesy Jeff Oyo 

Hollis scholarships send a dozen students to college
Community youths must maintain B average for four years and do social work in neighborhood 
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

The City Council re-
leased its federal agenda 
this week and named secur-
ing funds for Avonte’s Law 
as one of its top priorities 
alongside education, hous-
ing and Superstorm Sandy 
recovery.

In a 17-page request 
made to Washington, the 
Council outlined several 
goals for the upcoming fis-
cal year that it said could 
not be accomplished with-
out help from the federal 
government. One request, 
seeking $10 million in 
federal grants, would pay 
for the implementation of 
Avonte’s Law, named in 
honor of Avonte Oquendo, 
the 14-year-old autistic stu-
dent who disappeared from 
his Long Island City school 
in October 2013.

His remains were 
washed up on a College 
Point shore three months 
later.

Avonte’s Law seeks 
federal grants, which would 
be administered by the U.S. 
Department of Justice, to 
allow local law enforce-
ment to provide parents 
and schools with voluntary 
GPS tracking devices for 
children with autism.

The bill, originally in-
troduced by U.S. Sen. Chuck 
Schumer (D-N.Y.), would 
expand a similar program 
Justice currently runs for 
adults with Alzheimer’s 
disease that allows law en-
forcement agencies to more 
easily locate a person if he 
is missing.

Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside), who has 
since written his own ver-
sion of Avonte’s Law that 
would expand the program 
to cover all children with 
disabilities, said he was 
glad to see this initiative 
placed on the federal agen-
da.

“I am proud to stand 
100 percent with my fellow 
Council members and our 
speaker as we recognize 
the important role that 
Avonte’s Law could play 
in protecting our children 

with autism,” Vallone said. 
“After Avonte’s remains 
were found in my district, I 
have fully backed Avonte’s 
Law so that no parent will 
have to deal with this type 
of tragedy ever again.”

The agenda released 
by the Council identifies 
more than 30,000 children 
across New York City who 
currently have autism.

The Council also 
called on Congress to pass a 
bill introduced earlier this 
year by U.S. Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) that 
would allow college gradu-
ates to refinance their stu-
dent loans. The Federal 
Student Loan Refinancing 
Act would allow graduates 
with a current interest 
rate above 4 percent to refi-
nance to a lower rate, help-
ing them save thousands 
of dollars over their repay-
ment periods, according to 
Gillibrand.

The federal agenda 
also included a request to 
have Congress fully fund 
the New York City Housing 
Authority’s operating and 
capital needs. The release 
said federal capital grants 
for NYCHA have declined 
by 36 percent, about $162 
million, from 2001-13 and 
has contributed to a mul-
timillion-dollar fund bal-
ance deficit.

The Council also asked 
for $9.7 billion to fund the 
Project-Based Rental Assis-
tance Program that would 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

When Kika Cerpa fell 
victim to sex traffickers in 
1993, she felt helpless.

There was no state law 
against human trafficking 
and little help in terms of 
government services for 
victims who were trying to 
escape their traffickers and 
rebuild their lives.

A new city initiative, 
called the Queens Human 
Trafficking Intervention 
Pro Bono Project, hopes 
to bring victims out of the 
shadows by offering free le-
gal services to foreign-born 
victims of trafficking.

The plan was an-
nounced on the steps of 
Queens Criminal Court last 
week by elected officials, 
advocates and victims of 
sex trafficking.

“I’m speaking out so 
that no girl or young wom-
an will suffer the abuse that 
I did,” Cerpa told reporters 
last Thursday.

Cerpa was lured to 
Queens from her native 
Venezuela by her boyfriend 
in 1993. When she arrived, 
her boyfriend’s cousin took 

her passport and brought 
her to a brothel where she 
was forced to work as a sex 
slave for years.

Many victims have felt 
trapped in their circum-
stances, too scared to go 
to the police for fear of be-
ing arrested or deported, a 
problem the new pro bono 

project hopes to tackle.
“Other trafficking vic-

tims and I were arrested 
over and over for prostitu-
tion,” Cerpa said. “Never 
did the police, prosecutors 
or judges ask if we were traf-
ficked. Never did they offer 
us hope and protection. All 
of this has changed.”

Advocates said the pro 
bono project will build on 
the success of the Queens 
Human Trafficking Inter-
vention Court, an initiative 
which helps victims arrest-
ed for prostitution.

The new program will 
provide attorneys to traf-

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Two state lawmakers 
from Queens are gearing 
up to address the transpor-
tation woes that constitu-
ents in the outer parts of 
the borough say they have 
suffered through for too 
long.

State Assembly mem-
bers Phil Goldfeder (D-
Rockaway Beach) and Nily 
Rozic (D-Flushing) an-
nounced this week plans to 
host a hearing next month 
in hopes of bringing more 
transportation options 
to neighborhoods in the 
northeastern and south-
ern parts of the borough, 
including Fresh Meadows 
and Rockaway.

Goldfeder and Rozic 
have partnered with the 
Committee on Corpora-
tions to host the Aug. 7 pub-
lic meeting to discuss how 
to help what the lawmak-

ers called “transit-starved 
communities” in Queens 
as well as in Brooklyn and 
Staten Island.

“This is an opportu-
nity for transit riders to 

share detailed information 
about the challenges they 
face due to limited bus and 
subway service,” Rozic said. 
“Queens has been a transit 
desert for far too long and 
it is time changes are made 
so that residents can be bet-
ter served.”

Rozic, who represents 
an Assembly district that 
does not contain a single 
subway  station, has been 
working to allocate fund-
ing from the state to con-
duct studies and research 
that will reinforce the need 
for more transportation in 
her constituents’ neighbor-
hoods.

In January, Rozic 
joined civic leaders and 

State Assembly members Phil Goldfeder (l.) and Nily Rozic (r.) will 
hold a hearing next month to address public transportation woes 
in parts of Queens.

Kika Cerpa, a victim of sex trafficking, shares her story on the steps of Queens Criminal Court. 
Photo by Alex Robinson

A bill named in honor of Avonte 
Oquendo was included in the 
City Council’s federal agenda 
released this week.

Pols to hold hearing on transit in boro

City fi ghts sex traffi cking
New pro bono project launched to provide legal help to victims

City Council wants 
fed funds for Avonte

Continued on Page 54

Continued on Page 54Continued on Page 54



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
ULY 25–31, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
5

TL

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Although the next 
round of city elections is 
more than three years 
away, the delay has not 
stopped those with special 
interests from contributing 
to the tens of thousands of 
dollars amassed in Queens 
elected officials’ campaign 
coffers.

An executive behind 
the massive Astoria Cove 
housing bid in Hallets Point 
donated $1,000 to Borough 
President Melinda Katz’s 
campaign. And telecommu-
nications companies con-
cerned about  the city’s Wi-
Fi contract strategy have 
kicked $1,250 into the cam-
paign account of Council-
man Mark Weprin (D-Oak-
land Gardens), chairman of 
the Zoning and Franchises 
Committee, who also sits 
on the Technology Com-
mittee.

Once campaign spend-
ing is factored in, Katz has 

$78,109 on hand for a re-
election bid, Councilwom-
an Elizabeth Crowley (D-
Glendale) $51,541, Weprin 
$38,019, Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) $16,132, Council-
man Paul Vallone (D-Bay-
side) $12,906 and Council 
Majority Leader Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
$14,000.

Van Bramer’s and 
Crowley’s campaign com-
mittees have not yet de-
clared that the politicians 
are running for re-election, 
but those close to their 
campaigns confirmed both 
are seeking a third term in 
City Hall.

Katz’s re-election cam-
paign account has prof-
ited from employees at the 
lobbying firm Greenberg 
Traurig LLP, where she 
previously worked, and a 
political action committee 
it finances that have collec-
tively contributed $3,810.

Others who donated 

generously to the borough 
president’s bid include 
Eugen Gluck, chairman 
of the E. Gluck watch com-
pany moving to Little Neck, 
who gave $2,000; leaders of 
the F&T Group behind the 
Flushing Commons devel-
opment, who collectively 
gave $1,320; executives of 
the TF Cornerstone firm 
selected to construct the 

middle-income Hunter’s 
Point South housing com-
plex, who collectively gave 
$1,000; and an Alma Realty 
developer managing the 
Astoria Cove residences 
proposed in Hallets Point, 
who gave $1,000.

As borough president, 
Katz is charged with issu-
ing recommendations on 
proposed zoning and land 

use changes.
Katz spokesman Na-

than Smith said her fund-
raising adhered to all regu-
lations.

“Melinda believes that 
we have one of the premier 
campaign finance systems 
in the world. She not only 
follows the letter but also 
the spirit of the law. Her 
filing reflects her commit-

ment to these core beliefs,” 
Smith wrote in an e-mail.

Weprin, who criticized 
the city’s plan to contract 
with one company for the 
transformation of thou-
sands of pay phones into 
Wi-Fi hubs, has collected in 
his 2017 war chest $750 from 
employees of Titan Outdoor 
LLC, a telecommunications 
company that has lobbied 
the city, and $500 from the 
CEO of Telebeam Commu-
nications, which joined We-
prin in railing against the 
plan as engendering a mo-
nopoly in a press release.

Weprin did not return 
requests for comment.

The executive director 
of the New York Hospital-
ity Alliance has been bun-
dling donations for Weprin, 
amassing $1,250 from res-
taurateurs and developers 
for the legislator, who sits 
on the Land Use and Eco-
nomic Development com-
mittees.

BY SARINA TRANGLE

A recent audit found 
the city struggled to moni-
tor nearly $20 million in 
emergency contracts to 
house and support fami-
lies after Hurricane Sandy, 
with lapses severe enough 
to threaten reimbursement 
from the federal govern-
ment.

Thousands of people 
in the Rockaways lost their 
homes after the superstorm 
and some 20,000 residents 
are still waiting for their 
houses to be rebuilt on the 
peninsula, City Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer said in 
April. Broad Channel and 
Hamilton Beach were also 
hard hit.

Stringer’s office re-

leased last week an audit 
of eight contracts the city 
Department of Homeless 
Services inked after Hurri-
cane Sandy swept through 
Queens Oct. 29, 2012.

Because of the unprec-
edented stress placed on 
the agency, DHS had eight 
senior employees who did 
not ordinarily monitor in-
dividual contracts assume 
oversight of 20 emergency 
shelter and social ser-
vice contracts collectively 
worth $19.9 million, the au-
dit said.

The document noted 
the city housed about 6,800 
people immediately after 
Sandy, turning to nonprof-
its like Ridgewood Bush-
wick Senior Citizens Cen-
ter and Samaritan Village, 

a Briarwood-based social 
service organization that 
has encountered backlash 
over an emergency shelter 
it operates in Elmhurst and 
plans to open a second facil-
ity in Glendale.

But neither groups’ 
contracts were among the 
eight audited.

Stringer’s staff found 
DHS lacked formal written 
guidelines explaining how 
staff should monitor emer-
gency contracts. The audit 
also determined the agency 
failed to compile documents 
showing such surveillance 
occurred, which the Feder-
al Emergency Management 
Agency requires before 
reimbursing local govern-
ments.

BY JUAN SOTO

Rosedale and Far Rock-
away residents will keep an 
eye on the New York City 
Transit/MTA Bus meeting 
that is scheduled to take 
place Monday at MTA head-
quarters.

During a public hear-
ing, the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
will decide whether to cre-
ate a new bus line to con-
nect straphangers in those 
two neighborhoods to sub-
way stations in Jamaica.

The new Q114 would 
be a limited-stop bus line. 
The new service could be 
up and running by the end 
of the summer.

Right now, neigh-
bors in Far Rockaway and 

Rosedale take the Q111 and 
the Q113, which connects 
Beach 20th Street and Sea-
girt Boulevard with Jamai-
ca and Parsons Boulevard. 
The bus route goes along 
Guy R. Brewer Boulevard.

But even if the new 
line is created, for some 
Rosedale residents the com-
mute to Jamaica will still 
be approximately an hour 
long, as it is now.

“It takes me an hour 
just to get from my home to 
the subway station by bus,” 
said Jacqueline Campbell, 
a Rosedale resident. “My 
commute is two hours into 
the city and two hours back 
home.” 

Campbell is a mem-
ber of the Rosedale Civic 
Association. She proposed 

the idea of adding a bus 
line, but the way the MTA 
designed the line, the new 
service will alleviate de-
lays for some Rosedale resi-
dents but not neighbors like 
Campbell.

She explained that 
the new route will end at 
Brookville Boulevard and 
147th Avenue.

“What about riders 
that go beyond that point?” 
asked Campbell. “Right 
now, instead of taking me 
maybe 25 to 30 minutes to 
get to the subway, it takes 
me an hour.”

Campbell wrote letters 
to the MTA, requesting that 
the new bus line go as far as 
Francis Lewis Boulevard, 
approximately 20 more 

City Council members Mark Weprin (from l. to r.) and Elizabeth Crowley, as well as Borough President 
Melinda Katz, are fund-raising for 2017 elections.

New bus line in Rosedale
to shorten long commute 

Audit fi nds lax oversight of
post-Sandy shelter contracts

Money pours into Queens for 2017 races
BP Melinda Katz, fi ve City Hall members amass thousands in re-election campaign coffers 

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46 Continued on Page 54
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BY BILL PARRY

They call it the K-
Bridge and the state De-
partment of Transportation 
says it is a project that will 
transform the Queens sky-
line with a sleek modern 
structure across Newtown 
Creek.

The DOT held a com-
munity meeting in Sunny-
side July 16 to discuss de-
tails of the $550 million first 
phase of the project that 
will replace the 75-year-old 
Kosciuszko Bridge that car-
ries the Brooklyn Queens 
Expressway.

Project Manager Rob-
ert Adams began the pre-
sentation discussing the 
current bridge’s state of dis-
repair and its design flaws, 
which cause constant traf-
fic delays that add to neigh-
borhood congestion.

“The bridge handles 
160,000 vehicles a day,” Ad-
ams said. “The bridge is 
safe and the department is 

committed to safety on the 
bridge until the K-Bridge is 
completed.”

The new bridge will 
improve traffic safety, 
reduce congestion and 
improve travel speeds by 
including wider lanes and 
extra lanes in both direc-
tions. It will have a reduced 
road incline, which will 
make it easier for trucks to 
maintain consistent speeds 
on the bridge.

The current state of 
the bridge can cause traffic 
tie-ups in both boroughs.

“A minor accident on 
the Kosciuszko Bridge can 
shortly slow traffic down on 
the Robert F. Kennedy and 
the Williamsburg bridges 
and ripple eastwards up the 
Long Island Expressway all 
within minutes,” Adams 
said.

The K-Bridge will be 
a cable-stayed design, the 
first of its type in New 
York City. Other features 
will include a new bikeway 

and walkway that will of-
fer spectacular views of 
the Manhattan skyline 
as well as new parks and 
greenspaces, increased ac-
cess to the Newtown Creek 
waterfront and streetscape 
enhancements, such as dec-

orative lighting, tree plant-
ings and new sidewalks.

The first phase of the 
project will construct a 
Queens-bound span that 
will handle traffic in both 
directions. The old bridge 
will be disassembled and 

floated away on barges 
on Newtown Creek. The 
second phase will be the 
construction of a Brooklyn-
bound span. The entire 
project is expected to be 
completed in early 2018.

Adams also announced 
a program that sets aside 
$70 million to ensure that 
small and disadvantaged 
businesses are part of the 
process.

“We’ll have a commu-
nity outreach event for lo-
cal businesses right here 
at Sunnyside Community 
Services on Aug. 13,” he 
said. “That will be a way 
for companies to introduce 
themselves to our contract-
ing team.”

The DOT also an-
nounced that a full-time 
community liaison was 
hired by the project. Chris-
tine Holawacz will have of-
fice space in Brooklyn and 
Queens for the duration of 
the project, and she is no 
stranger to area residents, 

having served as chair-
woman of the Newtown 
Creek Alliance.

“Christine is very tal-
ented in community rela-
tions and has a construction 
engineering background,” 
Don McCallian said.

He is president of the 
United Forties civic asso-
ciation and is one of four 
Queens-side residents who 
sit on a watchdog group 
called the Stakeholders Ad-
visory Committee.

“I’m very comfortable 
with the project because the 
bridge is falling apart and 
the new bridge is modern 
and built to last for a hun-
dred years,” McCallian said. 
“I just wish the Queens-side 
parks and greenspaces were 
part of the first phase be-
cause they always run out of 
money at the end.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Construction on the new Kosciuszko Bridge begins in the fall with 
completion scheduled for 2018. Rendering courtesy of NYS DOT

New K-Bridge to replace the tired Kosciuszko

6306 Beach Front Road | Queens, NY 11692
888.536.5537 | ArverneByTheSea.com 

Model Homes Open Daily 10-6

The complete terms are in offering plans available from the Sponsor HO6-0020, HO7-0035, Benjamin Beechwood Breakers, LLC. Benjamin Beechwood Dunes,
LLC. Rockaway Beach Blvd., Arverne, NY.  *Prices and availability are subject to change without notice.  **Free 1 year YMCA membership with home purchase.

Arverne By The Sea

Arverne By The Sea

• Beachfront Living 
• Rooftop Terraces
• 20-year tax abatement
• Free Membership to YMCA**
• Two-Family Home Rental Income
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

*  Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases of Hunter Douglas window fashions with the PowerRise® or PowerGlide® motorized system made 6/14/14 – 9/15/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the 
form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional 
limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. **Additional equipment is required for app operation; ask for details. ©2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of their respective owners.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service 
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

Swipe, tap, enjoy. 
You just brightened your outlook.
Hunter Douglas motorized window fashions can be operated by our remote control, 
wireless wall switch or Platinum™ App on your Apple® mobile device.** Ask for details.



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UL
Y 2

5–
31

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

8

TL

BLOTTER

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

“Healthy hair is our ultimate care”

We can help!

Bridal/sweet sixteen packages available

TEL: 917–301–4649 LAST STOP ON E TRAIN

Are You Having 
Hair Loss Issues?

JAMAICA — A Queens woman 
jumped onto the subway tracks at the 
Jamaica Center station Monday morn-
ing after the stroller carrying her baby 
rolled off the platform, police said.

According to the authorities, 
the mother of the 2-year-old baby girl 
stepped away from the stroller to throw 
away trash about 11:15 a.m. as they were 
waiting for an eastbound E train.

The 39-year-old mom jumped onto 
the rail bed to rescue her daughter at 
the station, at Parsons Boulevard and 
Archer Avenue.

Immediately afterward, Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority mainte-
nance workers and straphangers who 
were at the station jumped onto the 
tracks and were able to pull both mother 
and daughter back onto the platform, po-
lice said.

Both were taken to Long Island 
Jewish Hospital, where they were listed 

in stable con-
dition. The 
mother was 
treated for a 
sprained ankle 
and the baby 
for a bruise in 
her eye.

A spokes-
woman for the 
hospital said 
the mother 
was released, 
and that there 
was no new 
i n for m at io n 
about the baby, 
who received medical attention at the 
Emergency Department.

Authorities said no trains ap-
proached the station during the inci-
dent.

POLICE 

Blotter

A mother is taken to the 
hospital in an ambulance
  Photo credit: Ellis Kaplan

Mom saves baby who lands on Jamaica tracks

Two Seaside sisters found: NYPD

SEASIDE — Police said two sisters report-
ed missing in Seaside returned to their family 
after staying over night at a friend’s house with-
out permission, according to the NYPD.

The Police Department said Kendra Sala-
man, 12. and Marquia Salaman, 10, came home 
healthy on Sunday.

The sisters stayed overnight at the home 
of a friend from school Saturday, according to 
the NYPD. Police said the father of their friend 
thought the girls had received permission for 
the visit from their parents, but they had not.

When he awoke Sunday and nobody came 
to pick up the sisters, the father called 911, the NYPD said.

Police then brought Kendra and Marquia to their home on Beach 102nd 
Street.

The NYPD had requested help locating the girls and released their photos after 
their parents reported them missing Saturday.

Kendra and Marquia Salaman are 
back at home in the Rockaways. 

Photos courtesy NYPD

Hollis robber freed a year early by mistake
JAMAICA — A convicted robber 

who was released mistakenly from jail a 
year early is back behind bars.

Kimmanie Waisome was caught 
by officers from the city Department of 
Correction Tuesday in Jamaica after he 
was freed last week.

Before his apprehension, Waisome 

went to his parents’ house in Hollis.
He was sentenced to one year in jail 

for participating in an armed robbery 
that took place in Manhattan in 2013.

His scheduled release date from 
Rikers Island is July 15, 2015, not July 
15, 2014, when he was freed.

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES)

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.
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After 34 years on the 

job, Lt. David Lim decided 
it was time for the final 
roll call last Thursday at 
LaGuardia Airport and re-
tirement from the Port Au-
thority Police Department.

He was the only police 
officer among the 16 sur-
vivors rescued from the 
rubble of the North Tower 
on 9/11.

“We did everything we 
could during the greatest 
rescue in American his-
tory,” Lim said. “Of course, 
everyone talks about the 
nearly 3,000 we lost that 
day, but I always talk of the 
thousands we saved, the 
thousands that made it out 
of those buildings alive.”

Lim was partners with 
Sirius, a bomb-detecting 
yellow Labrador retriever, 
on that morning. After plac-
ing Sirius in a basement 
kennel, he raced up to the 
34th floor when he heard 
the South Tower collapse.

Lim began moving 
people down Stairwell B at 
a faster pace, fearing the 
building would suffer the 
same fate. When he arrived 
on the fifth floor, he joined 
firefighters from Ladder 
Co. 6 helping Josephine 
Harris, a grandmother 
who had become exhausted 
after descending from the 
77th floor.

“I had just grabbed one 
of her arms when it hap-
pened,” Lim said. “It was 

a horrible windstorm with 
the sound of an onrushing 
train as a hundred floors 
pancaked above me. The 
compression of air felt like 
a hurricane. I thought I 
was dead when it was over. 
I coughed out dust and 
realized dead men don’t 
cough.”

Lim, 12 firefighters 
and three civilians had 
survived the collapse as 
the shell of Stairwell B 
held up under the debris of 
110 floors. Lim realized he 
still had his cellphone and 
began calling for help, and 
five hours later they were 
found by Ladder Co. 43.

Lim was said to have 
rescued hundreds of civil-
ians that day but he was 
haunted by the loss of Siri-
us in the collapse.

“There were no bombs 
and he wasn’t a rescue dog, 
so I put him in the kennel 
before going up,” he said. 
“My dog was killed that 
day, I should say murdered. 
My dog was murdered that 
day.”

Sirius was pulled from 
the pile and given a hero’s 
removal four months later.

“Everything came to 
a stop, everyone saluted as 
they brought my dog out 
with an American flag over 
the body bag,” he said.

Lim already had 22 
years of service with the 
PAPD but did not give re-
tirement a thought.

“I wasn’t going to let 

BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
The New York Acad-

emy of Medicine released 
a report this week outlin-
ing recommendations on 
how communities across 
the city can become bet-
ter prepared to help senior 
citizens in the event of 
an emergency, including 
weather disasters such as 
Superstorm Sandy.

The organization, 
which studies health chal-
lenges that communities 
in urban populations face, 
said it began researching 
ways to improve prepared-
ness for seniors immediate-
ly following the 2012 storm 
that left much of New York 
City crippled after ripping 
through the East Coast.

Many senior residents 
in Queens were left strand-
ed, particularly in high-
rise buildings in the Rock-
aways, after the hurricane. 
Emergency personnel had 
trouble locating and assist-
ing them  before the disaster 
hit, spurring the months of 
research NYAM put into 
the report before announc-
ing its findings this week. 

Jo Ivey Boufford, pres-
ident of NYAM, said “17 

percent of New York City’s 
population is over 60, and 
that figure is projected to 
increase by 50 percent over 
the next 20 years, That, 
combined with the increase 
of extreme weather events, 
supports the imperative 
that communities be  pre-
pared to support older 
adults in such emergen-
cies.”

After interviewing 
about 200 people — includ-
ing emergency responders, 
health care experts and 
about 100 seniors with an 
average age of 72 — NYAM 
identified several steps for 
how senior citizens and 
their communities can 
brace for emergencies so no 
one is left without access to 
services that are critical to 
their survival.

Lindsay Goldman, 
project manager of the 
study, said some of the key 
takeaways from the re-
search conducted were that 
senior citizens should be 
consulted about how their 
needs fit into emergency 
plans and policies should be 
implemented to assist older 
community members in an 
emergency by recognizing 
the services on which they 

rely. She said it was critical 
for landlords or building 
managers to know their 
tenants and to create lists 
of certain needs or special 
circumstances, such as im-
mobility and physical dis-
abilities, that would make 
a person vulnerable in an 
emergency.

She also said that mak-
ing sure senior citizens 
have a connection within 
their community is vital 
to making sure they can be 
located and continue to re-
ceive the care they need.

“Those who had a con-
nection reported that they 
were more likely to have 
their needs met,” Goldman 
said. “It was difficult for re-
sponders to find older peo-
ple who couldn’t reach out 
to anyone after the storm.”

Goldman outlined 
several ways to get senior 
citizens more connected 
with their communities 
around them by providing 
new alternatives for get-
ting in touch with people 
if home phone service goes 
down. She recommended 
reaching out to technology 
companies about donating 
old cellphones or tablets to 
seniors to use in emergen-

cies and to consider holding 
workshops to teach them 
how to use the devices.

Another initiative the 
report recommended was 
to establish a “disaster 
pharmacy” law that would 
make it easier for elderly 
people to have medications 
dispensed to them when 
a state of emergency has 
been declared, legislation 
Goldman said is already in 
place in 30 other states.

NYAM said one of its 
key priorities is to promote 
healthy aging and mak-
ing sure that seniors are 
protected and cared for in 
the event of an emergency 
is now one of the agency’s 
main goals.

But Goldman said the 
group cannot do it on its 
own.

“Once a community 
begins planning for a di-
saster, it’s critical that they 
share that plan with each 
other,” she said.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Flooding can be seen on 98th Street in Howard Beach, where an elderly woman drowned in the days following Superstorm Sandy in 2012.

Lt. David Lim embraces one of his officers after thirty-
four years with the Port Authority Police Department. 

Photo by Bill Parry

How to brace for disaster
Study suggests ways of better caring for seniors during emergencies

PA 9/11 hero retires 
at LaGuardia event

Continued on Page 27
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BY BILL PARRY

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) rode a Citibike 
onto Diversity Plaza in Jackson 
Heights, where he announced 
new legislation that would allow 
workers to use their pre-tax com-
muter benefits for bike share pro-
grams.

The Bike to Work Act of 2014 
promotes greater usage of Citi 
Bike, increases revenue for the 
program and helps secure its ex-
pansion to Queens.

“Thousands of New York-
ers have already embraced the 
city’s bike share program as a 
viable, environmentally friendly 
and cost-effective form of public 
transportation,” Crowley said. 
“That is why I’m introducing 
legislation that further encour-
ages participation in the program 
by making it more affordable for 
commuters.

The congressman’s legisla-
tion amends the Internal Revenue 

Code by including bike-sharing 
systems as a means of public 
transportation, clearing the way 
for workers to use their commut-
er benefits for the program, just 
as they do with subway, bus and 
rail passes.

“It will increase connectiv-
ity and improve the health of New 
Yorkers and take more cars off of 
our congested streets,” Crowley 
said.

He did not provide any esti-
mated savings for bike-sharing 
commuters, but subway, bus and 
rail commuters save between 25 
percent to 40 percent with the pre-
tax benefits.

Crowley was joined by state 
Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-Flushing) 
and state Assemblyman Fran-
cisco Moya (D-Jackson Heights), 
who said, “More people biking 
to work means less stress on our 
public transportation system, 
less pollution and better health 
for our commuters.”

Moya added that Portland, 

Oregon, where bike sharing was 
embraced years ago, will save 
$594 million in health care sav-
ings over the next 30 years while 

saving millions more in fuel 
costs.

Paul Steely White, executive 
director of Transportation Al-
ternatives, was also at Diversity 
Plaza to endorse Crowley’s legis-
lation.

“Even before bike share’s in-
stant success, bicycling was the 
fastest growing form of transpor-
tation in New York City,” White 
said. “Now, bike sharing is accel-
erating that growth even more — 
with more than 100,000 members 
to date. We can’t imagine the city 
without it, so it’s time for the IRS 
to recognize bike share as the 
popular commuting option that 
it is and work with Rep. Crowley 
and Congress to pass this bill. 
There’s no better recognition of 
becoming mainstream than be-
ing written into the tax code.”

White added that a new in-
vestor in Citi Bike will be an-
nounced in the coming weeks. 
The program lost millions in its 
first year operating in just Man-

hattan and Brooklyn. Hurricane 
Sandy set the program back even 
further by destroying 90 stations 
and 1,000 bikes.

The legislation could be a 
boost for Citi Bike, which may 
have to raise its $95 membership 
fee to $140 per year to keep up 
with expenses.

Josh Benson, of the city 
Department of Transportation, 
said there is no timetable for Citi 
Bike’s arrival in Queens and that 
Astoria is the only neighborhood 
tentatively scheduled for bike sta-
tions.

The bike Crowley rode to the 
press event was from Brooklyn.

“One of my constituents from 
Sunnyside made the arrange-
ments for the bike,” Crowley said. 
“And she rode it all the way from 
Brooklyn, too.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4538.

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley rides a bor-
rowed Citi Bike to announce his new 
legislation promoting usage. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Crowley’s new bill encourages workers to use Citi Bike
Legislation would allow riders to use pre-tax commuter benefi ts, build revenue and expand to borough

www.Amendolas.com
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SUMMER CLEARANCE 
SALE CONTINUES

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 
Huntington Area

(631) 760-9791

TThhheeee
nn AAA rerereeeereaaaaaaaa
979191

Serving The Western 
Suffolk Area
(631) 471-0011

COMP
ARE

APPLE
S

TO
APPLE

S

Summer clearance pricing and financing can not be combined.  Can not be combined with any other offers or discounts.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors.  
License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

y oothhheer offffffeers orr dddiiisscoouu

Proudly Made

on Long Island 1-800-BUY-FENCE

FREE “AT HOME” 
ESTIMATES

4 Convenient Locations

Serving Nassau, Queens & Western Suffolk Residential & Commercial
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THURSDAYS | JULY 3, AUGUST 7 & SEPTEMBER 4 
5  9PM: CLASSIC CAR SHOW, CENTER GREEN PARKING

SATURDAY  | JULY 5  
5  9:30PM: KICKOFF TO SUMMER ON THE GREEN, TWO CONCERTS,  

CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENT + FIREWORKS

MONDAYS | JULY 7  AUGUST 25 
6  7PM: PRECONCERT FAMILY FUN | 7  9PM: LIVE CONCERTS ON THE GREEN  

DRIVEN BY NISSAN OF QUEENS

TUESDAYS | JULY 8  AUGUST 26 
10  11AM: READING ON THE GREEN WITH QUEENS PUBLIC LIBRARY

WEDNESDAYS  | JULY 9  AUGUST 27 
7PM: LIVE MUSIC BY LOCAL TALENT | 8:30PM: OUTDOOR MOVIES ON THE GREEN

THURSDAYS | JULY 10  AUGUST 28 
10AM & 11:15AM, 12:30PM & 1:45PM: BRICKS 4 KIDZ, SPONSORED BY JOHNNY ROCKETS  

SPACE IS LIMITED SO YOU MUST REGISTER BY CALLING 7183263300 EXT. 101 BEGINNING 10AM THE PRECEDING FRIDAY

FRIDAYS | JULY 11  AUGUST 29 
5:30PM: ZUMBA ON THE GREEN WITH NYSC

SATURDAYS | JULY 12  AUGUST 30 
9:30  10:30AM: YOGA ON THE GREEN WITH NYSC | 11AM: CHALLENGE ISLAND

SUNDAYS | JULY 13  AUGUST 31 
9:30AM: ZUMBA ON THE GREEN WITH NYSC 

*Log on to  facebook.com/ShopsatAtlasPark or visit our website ShopAtlasPark.com 
for details, a full events schedule and cancellations due to weather.

8000 COOPER AVENUE AT 80TH STREET | GLENDALE, NY  |  7183263300   

JOIN US FOR A SUMMER LONG SERIES OF FREE EVENTS *
Concerts • Movies  • Family Entertainment & More!

SUMMER ON THE GREEN  
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12 EDITORIAL

OTHER VOICES

Peralta helped keep our children safe

A
s president of the 
Friends of the Le-
frak City Library 
and a member of the 

community, I want to pub-
licly thank state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
for resolving an important 
community concern by 
helping us secure a cross-
ing guard for our school 
children at the busy and 
dangerous intersection of 
Horace Harding Express-
way and Junction Boule-
vard adjacent to the Long 

Island Expressway.
In the beginning of the 

2012 school year, at a month-
ly Open Forum meeting at 
the library co-hosted by the 
library and the Friends, 
one of the major concerns 
voiced by residents was 
the safety of neighborhood 
students crossing this in-
tersection en route to and 
from school, which is even 
a challenge to adults.

The Friends of Queens 
Library at LeFrak City 
joined with the principal, 

Joan Thomas, and parents 
of PS 206 in a joint effort to 
request a crossing guard 
for protection.

Two fruitless years of 
petitions to many officials 
to acquire the crossing 
guards garnered no re-
sults.

In desperation, I 
reached out on behalf of 
the community to Peralta, 
of the 13th Senate District, 
for help. After careful in-
vestigation, he pledged his 
support.

Thanks to the leader-
ship of Peralta and the dedi-
cation of the 112th Precinct, 
our schoolchildren can now 
cross this perilous intersec-
tion under the guidance of 
a crossing guard.

We are grateful for 
Peralta’s concern and re-
sponsiveness.

Pat Martin
President

Friends of LeFrak City 
Library
Corona

NOT A STAYCATION
There have been some discreet and not so discreet 

grumblings in Queens about the new mayor taking a nine-
day family vacation so early into his first term.

No one doubts the man puts in long days and nights on 
the job, but his reign falls on the heels of a mayor who prid-
ed himself on never having taken a vacation in 12 years — 
minus those under-the-wire weekends in Bermuda.

And unlike Mayor Bill de Blasio, whose family life is 
an open book, Michael Bloomberg valued his privacy so 
greatly it took days for the press to obtain aviation records 
showing that his plane was parked in Bermuda when the 
2010 Christmas blizzard paralyzed the city.

To some observers who use corporate calendars as a 
guideline, de Blasio hasn’t earned nine days of time off af-
ter less than seven months toiling away at City Hall. For 
many businesses one week off for every 10 weeks worked 
translates into nearly three days of vacation. Even a more 
generous policy of one day’s vacation for each month on 
the job leaves him several days short.

On the other hand, we want our mayors to get some 
rest so they are up to the daily task of ruling this unruly 
city. Former Mayor Rudy Giuliani recently reminded us 
he never took more than two days off for an occasional 
weekend in the Hamptons, but the late Ed Koch took his 
share of trips.

In fact, he was pictured on the front page of The New 
York Times riding a camel in Egypt (let’s hope that was not 
on official business).

The issue for some Queens residents was the timing of 
the vacation, which coincided with the threatened strike. 
The walkout would have crippled Queens, with Long Is-
land commuters battling borough residents on clogged 
roads to reach the city’s easternmost subway lines.

When did he plan it and when did he know it would 
beat the strike deadline are among the big vacation ques-
tions that were tossed about in this transit backwater even 
though de Blasio had no direct role in the labor talks.

Cuomo brokered a deal at the last minute as head of 
the MTA, saving the city from chaos and muting the de-
bate over our mayor’s summer break.

De Blasio rightfully postponed his holiday after a 
Staten Island man died in police custody, but is now sam-
pling the pleasures of Italy with his family. He is footing 
the travel bills for the de Blasio clan and the city is shelling 
out just $13,000 to cover the trip for three mayoral aides.

In answer to our next question: Our lanky 6-foot-6 
mayor flew in economy class rather than going for the gold 
by buying first-class tickets.

Arrivederci, Mayor.
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Politicians only care about votes

T
here are few politi-
cians who are sin-
cerely in the game to 
help the people. After 

all, look how they are being 
indicted one after the oth-
er. They con the people for 
votes, then rob them.

I have a friend who is 
a state senator in New Jer-
sey. The state is spraying 
malathion constantly. They 
stopped spraying it in New 
York after we showed for-
mer Mayor Rudy Giuliani 
research on how it causes 
cancer.

My friend has an autis-
tic child. There is research 
to show malathion causes 
autism and other immune 
diseases. He refuses to 
bring it up in his state’s 

Legislature because he 
will lose friends and votes, 
since New Jersey is an ag-
ricultural state.

And he will not be re-
elected for sure.

The same thing is hap-
pening here in Bayside. Lit-
tle Bay Park has been com-
pletely dug up to expand 
the parking lot and put in 
comfort stations. Both are 
extremely necessary.

But there were wet-
lands all around the park 
that were dug up. State Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
knows this for a fact. We 
were both on a committee 
when the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers refused to al-
low the roller rink to be 
built in that area because 

of the wetlands.
The city Parks Depart-

ment was asked about this 
and told a reporter to tell 
me to prove it. Avella can 
prove it, but he is keeping 
quiet because he wants to 
be re-elected for the same 
reason my friend is allow-
ing his constituents to be 
poisoned by a pesticide in 
New Jersey.

For the almighty vote.
The lack of integrity 

and the desperation for 
votes by our elected of-
ficials makes me lose my 
comfort in trusting their 
honesty.

Joyce Shepard
Bayside

Civic needs to meet chancellor

O
n Feb. 28, the Au-
burndale Improve-
ment Association 
Inc. sent city Schools 

Chancellor Carmen Fariña 
a letter requesting to meet 
with her regarding PS 130, 
at 200-01 42nd Ave. in Bay-
side.

To date, we have re-
ceived no response from her 
or anyone on her staff. The 
letter was sent certified, re-
turn receipt requested, so 
we know our letter was re-
ceived by the schools chan-
cellor’s office.

In the letter, we told 
the chancellor about our 
civic association’s goal to 
allow local children living 
around PS 130 to be given 
priority placement in that 
school. The school is geo-
graphically in District 26, 
but is used by District 25.

Most students are 
bused in or delivered to the 
school by car from other 
distant areas. Meanwhile, 
children living around the 
school have to be bused to 
other overcrowded schools 
in District 26.

We sent the chancellor, 

along with the letter, more 
than 200 petition signa-
tures and many comments 
from residents living imme-
diately around PS 130. They 
want the school back. Sure-
ly their concerns deserve 
some type of consideration. 
In our opinion, this situa-
tion makes no sense and it 
is not fair to local children 
or their taxpaying parents.

If PS 130 were returned 
to the local community, 
it would no doubt allevi-
ate the need to construct 
a school on the Keil Bros. 
property in Bayside. There 
is still a lot of controversy 
swirling around that plan. 
It would appear to my civic 
that new schools would be 
better used elsewhere in 
District 26 as well as in Dis-
trict 25.

This is not the first 
time my civic group has 
been ignored regarding 
this important community 
issue. Former Chancellor 
Dennis Walcott and other 
city Department of Educa-
tion officials have ignored 
our requests to meet as 
well.

We would still like to 
meet with Fariña to discuss 
this issue further. We have 
written her a second letter 
to request a meeting and we 
have asked our local elected 
officials for support in this 
endeavor.

There must be some 
way to enable local children 
to receive priority place-
ment at PS 130. We think 
that would be in the best 
educational interests of our 
neighborhood children.

At the same time, we 
do not wish to interrupt the 
education of those students 
currently attending PS 130. 
By meeting, details can be 
worked out so everyone 
wins.

My civic association 
will continue to advocate 
for what is right for the 
children living around 
what should be a neighbor-
hood school first.

Henry Euler
First Vice President

Auburndale Improvement 
Association Inc.

Bayside

Let teachers evaluate principals

S
hould teachers evalu-
ate the performance 
of their principals?

Of course, for 
the same reason that prin-
cipals ostensibly evaluate 
teachers: to provide posi-
tive insight and construc-
tive guidance to help im-
prove their professional 
performance.

In fact, the teachers 
may be better qualified for 
this task, since on average 
they have far more class-
room experience than do 
the new breed of principals 
appointed over the last doz-
en years or so. We can all 
learn from each other.

When criticizing prin-
cipals, teachers should be 
careful to avoid the same 
pitfalls they sometimes 
attribute to their titular 
supervisors: the “gotcha” 
mentality. Evaluating oth-
ers, subordinate or “supe-
rior” should always be free 
of a hint of vendetta or con-
flict of personality. Criti-
cism should be rational and 
allow for reasonable elas-
ticity in judging how people 
are doing their job.

It is strange that until 
the United Federation of 
Teachers-city Department 
of Education contract was 

achieved recently, after 
many years of willful stone-
walling by the Bloomberg 
administration, the idea of 
teachers playing any role 
in assessing the strengths 
and weaknesses of school 
leaders was considered 
radical and appallingly au-
dacious.

But consider that col-
lege kids, many still teen-
agers, have for a long time 
now been asked to rate their 
professors. And to give a 
more fully-dimensioned 
picture of how schools are 
operating, students and 
non-professional adults 
have been given a voice in 
appraising them.

The new contract, rev-
olutionary in some ways, 
calls the bluff of those 
people who grouse that 
teachers regard the rule 
book of their contract like 
a life-support system, and 
if those restrictive regula-
tions to which the DOE is 
party were ever departed 
from, teachers would run 
for the hills.

Not so. Sixty-seven 
schools have chosen to 
participate in the PROSE 
experiment, which allows 
schools to depart from 
many of those supposedly 

suffocating rules. Twenty-
two of those schools have 
opted to try out a “leader 
evaluation system.”

That is great news, but 
why didn’t the remaining 
two-thirds of schools who 
are part of the PROSE ini-
tiative vote for such a sys-
tem? Perhaps they are just 
wary of the DOE. Maybe 
they are just waiting to 
see whether this bold ad-
venture is for real or just a 
set-up.

Teachers should not 
only have the selective right 
to evaluate principals, they 
should be mandated to do 
so, and their observations 
should be a factor in deter-
mining the future status of 
the principal. No principal 
should be in the good grac-
es of the DOE if its profes-
sional staff has honestly, in 
good-faith and competently 
identified severe flaws.

And all 1,800 schools 
in the system should partic-
ipate in this leader evalua-
tion system. It will bring us 
all closer to solutions and to 
each other.

Ron Isaac
Bayside

There’s more to mayor’s vacation

O
nly a politically na-
ive person would 
believe Mayor Bill 
de Blasio is vaca-

tioning in Italy when the 
major impetus for this trip 
is to meet with some of his 
leftist Italian comrades of 
the Democratic Party of 
the Left, the nom de guerre 
of the Italian Communist 
Party after its 1991 reorga-

nization.
A perfect example is 

de Blasio’s meeting with 
Ignazio Marino, mayor of 
Rome, a leftist-centrist who 
supports right to die legis-
lation and was also backed 
by the Italian Radicals, a 
social leftist party which 
supports the libertario 
agenda of abortion, eutha-
nasia, same-sex marriage, 

legalization of “soft” drugs, 
abolition of capital punish-
ment and anti-clericalism 
against the Roman Catho-
lic Church.

Roman holiday or 
Communist International? 
What is next on his Bolshe-
vik itinerary?

Joseph Manago
Briarwood
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conic folk singer, radio 
host, author and politi-
cal activist Woody Guth-
rie’s songs changed the 

landscape of American mu-
sic and influenced genera-
tions of performers from 
Bob Dylan to Pete Seeger 
and Bruce Springsteen.

Growing up amid the 
Dust Bowl hardships of 
1930s Oklahoma, his youth 
was beset by personal trag-
edy, economic setbacks and 
wandering the country 
searching for work and an 
outlet for his artistic ex-
pression. Although Hun-
tington’s disease silenced 
the clear, unmistakable 
twang of his voice at 55, his 
works and powerful anti-
establishment message are 

kept alive by folk singers, 
music festivals and fans 
across the nation.

Woodrow Wilson 
Guthrie was born July 14, 
1912, in Okemah, Okla. 
Named for the New Jersey 
governor soon to be the 
28th president, Guthrie 
knew relative prosperity as 
a child, but his father Char-
ley soon became heavily in 
debt and a fire destroyed 
their house.

Soon after, mother 
Nora, suffering from the 
increasingly debilitating 
effects of Huntington’s dis-
ease, was institutionalized 
and left her son’s life. Back 
then, hard times were not 
lines to a song for Guthrie. 
Forced to beg for handouts 

and rely on his siblings 
for support, Woody hit the 
road. He lived for a while 
with his father in Texas and 
then left behind a young 
wife to head west with the 
Okies looking for work as 
the Great Plains became a 
hardscrabble, parched des-
ert of swirling dust.

During this time, the 
future folk icon began to ex-
hibit a natural gift for mu-
sic, busking in the streets 
and playing in dance halls 
when he could. Even after 
settling in Los Angeles his 
songs spoke of the bitter 
Okie experience of loss, 
injustice and rejection in 
their search for work and a 
place to call home.

Guthrie achieved a de-
gree of fame in California 
as listeners tuned in to his 
hillbilly and folk music ra-
dio shows. Here his songs 
began to take on a tone of 
protest for the everyman 
and the plight of Dust Bowl 
Oklahomans like him. With 

the outbreak of World War 
II, however, station owners 
no longer wanted left-wing 
musicians with communist 
leanings taking up air time, 
and it was once again time 
for Guthrie to move on.

This time, the folk 
singer’s wanderlust took 
him to New York, where 
the “Oklahoma Cowboy” 
found a home in the liberal 
folk music community. The 
once-penniless singer’s ca-
reer quickly gained trac-
tion in the Big Apple, and 
here he wrote his most 
well-known song, “This 
Land Is Your Land,” partly 
as a protest against class 
inequality.

He soon became fed 
up with what he saw as the 
restrictiveness of work-
ing in New York and again 
cris-crossed the country, 
this time ending up in the 
Pacific Northwest. Here he 
entered a prolific songwrit-
ing period, writing “Roll 
on Columbia,” “Pastures of 

Plenty” and “Grand Coulee 
Dam,” three of his most fa-
mous tunes.

Guthrie soon returned 
to New York City, where he 
teamed up with Pete Seeger 
to form a folk protest music 
group called the Almanac 
Singers, which regularly 
held “hootenanny” con-
certs around the city. Even 
during wartime, Guthrie 
did not hang up his guitar, 
labeled “this machine kills 
fascists,” but brought it 
with him to entertain ship-
mates and troops serving 
in Europe during a stint in 
the U.S. Merchant Marine.

He remarried after set-
tling in Brooklyn after the 
war, but the famous sing-
er’s behavior soon became 
erratic and frightening. 
In 1952, he was diagnosed 
with the dreaded Hunting-
ton’s disease that claimed 
his mother so many years 
before.

As if in a frantic es-
cape, he once again shift-

lessly began wandering 
the country, staying in 
California and Florida for a 
time, divorcing and briefly 
remarrying, before return-
ing to New York where his 
second wife cared for him 
in rapidly declining health.

No longer able to con-
trol his body that once 
belted out songs of protest 
with instrumental accom-
paniment, Guthrie died 
in Creedmoor Psychiatric 
Center in Queens Village 
in 1967.

After his passing, a 
new generation of folk sing-
ers took up Guthrie’s torch 
of protest and were funda-
mentally influenced by his 
style. From Bob Dylan and 
Richie Havens to his own 
son Arlo and John Mel-
lencamp, new generations 
emerged as the voice of the 
voiceless.

Singer Guthrie died at Creedmoor in Queens Village

DACA helps protect undocumented immigrants 

T
he Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arriv-
als was a federal di-
rective that, in 2012, 

allowed undocumented im-
migrants who entered the 
United States before age 16 
to remain the in the United 
States for a period of two 
years and receive authori-
zation to work.

This protection is of-
fered only to those who 
have completed high school 
equivalency or served in 
the armed forces. The appli-
cant must not have commit-
ted a felony or have reached 
their 31st birthday on June 

15, 2012. This was in re-
sponse to a failure to pass 
the DREAM Act, a measure 
that has also been stalled in 
Albany.

DACA is for law-
abiding, undocumented 
immigrants who were too 
young to have made a con-
scious decision to enter or 
remain in the United States 
illegally. DACA does not 
reward illegal behavior, as 
this carries the presump-
tion that those who arrive 
as children are incapable of 
violating immigration law. 
DACA does not confer legal-
ized immigration status or 
an amnesty on those who 
apply and protections are 
subject to renewal.

The time has come for 
many of these immigrants 
to re-apply for this protec-
tion. Undoubtedly, much of 
the discussion over the mer-

its of this program focuses 
on Latino immigrants, who 
make up a substantial seg-
ment of the city’s undocu-
mented population and ac-
count for three-quarters of 
the DACA beneficiaries.

Still, nearly 10 percent 
of DACA beneficiaries hail 
from Asia, including many 
who work as cab drivers, 
newspaper vendors and 
restaurant workers.

Dr. Madhulika Khan-
delwal, director of the 
Asian/American Center at 
Queens College, has stud-
ied immigration patterns 
of South Asians to Queens 
for the past few decades. 
This includes the newer 
waves of immigrants from 
the Caribbean.

“We coined the term 
[Indo-Caribbean] here,” 
said Khandelwal.

According to Khandel-

wal, South Asian immigra-
tion to the United States 
grew in earnest after 1965, 
after that iteration of the 
Immigration and Natural-
ization Act scrapped the 
existing national origins 
formula, based on racial 
quotas, in favor of skilled 
workers and family rela-
tionships.

As the city’s economy 
turned in the mid-1970s, In-
dian immigrants worked in 
the service industry, with 
hopes that these jobs would 
be temporary. Immigration 
trends shifted in the early 
’90s, as less affluent im-
migrants and their young 
children started to arrive 
from India, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh.

“They came here on a 
visa and did not get permis-
sion to stay on,” said Khan-
delwal.

This led to the adop-
tion of the term “South 
Asian” to describe people 
originating from the Indi-
an subcontinent. Children 
did not get a say in any de-
cision to move to or remain 
in the United States with 
their parents.

Estimates are that 
171,000 New Yorkers be-
came legal under the 1986 
amnesty law signed by 
then-President Ronald Rea-
gan. Since then Democratic 
and Republican mayors 
have stressed the impor-
tance of incorporating the 
city’s other undocumented 
residents into the fold. Un-
der a sanctuary policy, this 
includes prohibiting law 
enforcement and city agen-
cies from asking about an 
individual’s immigration 
status.

“If they are part of 

Queens College, we don’t 
care about their immigra-
tion status and we work 
with them like any other 
student,” said Khandelwal.

In registering undocu-
mented immigrants under 
DACA, we get a better sense 
of the undocumented popu-
lation, which is critical for 
taxation. Law-abiding, un-
documented residents are 
able to work and pay taxes 
in exchange for protections 
against deportation.

In a humanitarian 
sense, DACA ensures that 
these workers, who make 
up a critical sector of the 
city’s economy, have the 
workplace protections af-
forded to all workers in the 
United States and promotes 
competitive wages for citi-
zens and immigrants alike.

COLUMNS

n

New Voices
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NYC’S PAID SICK LEAVE LAW:  
TOGETHER WE CAN KEEP BUSINESSES STRONG  
AND KEEP NEW YORKERS HEALTHY

CONTACT 311 OR VISIT NYC.GOV AND SEARCH “PAID SICK LEAVE” FOR MORE INFORMATION 

EMPLOYEES  
IN NYC CAN USE  
SICK LEAVE  
STARTING JULY 30

hose of us who are 
native New Yorkers 
like to think that 
the sun revolves 

around Times Square — or 
Queens Boulevard or East-
ern Parkway or the Grand 
Concourse — depending 
on which borough you call 
home.

So every four years or 
so we start that unlikely 
parlor game of speculation 
of whom among our elected 
officials is likely to be the 
next president of the United 
States.

The only one who 
came remotely close in the 
past few generations is Hil-
lary Clinton, the former 

U.S. senator from New York 
— remember that rung on 
the ladder?. But, of course, 
a lithe and silver-tongued 
phenom from Chicago — 
who lived briefly in New 
York when he attended Co-
lumbia in the 1980s — came 
along to upset her historic 
candidacy. (You could say 
breaking the racial barrier 
in the Oval Office trumped 
breaking the gender glass 
ceiling.)

Other New Yorkers 
whose White House dreams 
have been dashed include 
Rudy Giuliani, John Lind-
say and another silver-
tongued orator named Ma-
rio Cuomo.

Now, three decades lat-
er, Cuomo’s son, Andrew, 
is very much in the mix 
for the Democratic presi-
dential nomination in 2016 
with one large impediment 
in his way: a battle-tested 
and historic figure named 
Hillary Clinton.

But listening to her 
speak on the “Charlie 
Rose” show recently, I was 
left with the impression 
that even though she truly 
wants to be president, it is 
not certain that she wants 
to put herself and her 
family through two more 
years of mudslinging about 
Whitewater, Monica, Beng-
hazi and other assorted is-
sues that have become tar-
gets from her very public 
life the past 2 1/2 decades.

And if she decides that 
her quest for the presidency 
has come and gone, then 
there will be Andrew Cuo-
mo, a former Clinton ad-
ministration official, ready 
to leap into the fray for the 
Democratic nomination.

Would Cuomo have 
a chance on the national 
stage? How would his brand 
of bipartisan, results-ori-
ented governing play to the 
increasingly large left wing 
of the Democratic Party, 

which is emerging in large 
urban centers around the 
country?

Well, Cuomo should 
get lots of liberal cred for 
his impressive passage of 
marriage equality in his 
first year as well as his 
anti-gun laws in the wake 
of the federal government’s 
failure to act after the New-
town school massacre.

With Hillary sucking 
all the air out of the discus-
sion of potential contend-
ers, there is only faint talk 
of Massachusetts Sen. Eliz-
abeth Warren or Maryland 

Gov. Martin O’Malley as 
alternatives.

If Hillary passes, Cuo-
mo could do well in this 
type of field because of his 
record, the fact that he is 
political royalty — father 
Mario was one of the party 
elders in the 1980s and him-
self often mentioned for 
president — and because he 
is Clinton-esque in his high 
political IQ.

If he rolls up a big re-
election victory this No-
vember, as many expect 
he will, look for the Cuomo 
machine to start keeping 
one eye on Hillary and her 
big decision and another on 
Iowa and New Hampshire, 
early primary states for 
2016.

Across the Hudson, we 
see the temporary revival 
of Gov. Chris Christie, who 
is barnstorming a lot in 
Iowa, purportedly helping 
the governor there get re-
elected, but really testing 

the GOP waters to see if 
he can come back from his 
Bridgegate scandal.

It is too early to tell if 
he is completely out of the 
woods and thus cleared for 
a bruising nomination cam-
paign, but it’s interesting to 
see that people such as the 
Iowa governor are not try-
ing to keep him away as a 
potential liability.

We’ll be watching the 
maneuvering of both gover-
nors in the coming months, 
but right now a fantasy 
2016 matchup of Christie 
vs. Cuomo, although far-
fetched, is not out of the 
realm of possibilities.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

Do not be surprised if it’s Cuomo vs. Clinton in 2016

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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Children who attend free, full-day, high-quality 
pre-K learn to problem solve, ask questions, 
and work together. 

Find out more about our two year planfor Pre-K  
for All at nyc.gov/prek.

#OpportunityStartsNow
Children born in 2010 are still eligible to apply for free, 

full-day, high-quality pre-K.
Call 311 ����/nycschoolsText “prek” to 877-877

Eight Queens Library trustees booted over Galante votes
De Blasio, Katz remove board members who sided with group allowing prez to stay despite probes

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Borough President 
Melinda Katz and Mayor 
Bill de Blasio have removed 
eight members from the 
Queens Library’s board of 
trustees after they refused 
to oust the nonprofit’s em-
battled president, Thomas 
Galante.

A bill recently passed 
by the state Legislature 
gave Katz and de Blasio 
new powers to fire board 
members if they fail to “sat-
isfactorily perform their 
duties.”

“Your continued sup-
port of Mr. Galante serv-
ing as president and CEO 
of Queens Public Library 
under the current circum-
stances ... demonstrates 
your failure to oversee the 
management of the library,” 
Katz wrote in letter to each 
trustee she removed.

The borough president 

and a number of Queens 
elected officials had called 
on the board to depose 
Galante after revelations 
surfaced six months ago he 
made a $392,000 annual sal-
ary in addition to pay he re-
ceived at a secondary job.

Allegations he built a 
$27,000 smoking deck for his 
office and other questions 
of fiscal mismanagement 
also spurred investigations 
by the FBI and city Depart-
ment of Investigation.

In addition to failing 
to oust Galante, the board 
voted against opening the 
nonprofit’s books in April 
to city Comptroller Scott 
Stringer, who launched an 
audit of the library.

“I commend Queens 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz for initiating chang-
es to the Queens Library 
Board that I believe will be 
in the best interests of tax-
payers, accountability and 

good governance,” Stringer 
said in a statement Wednes-
day afternoon. “It is my 
hope that the information 
requested by my audit team 
will be made available with-
out further delay.”

The borough president 
appoints nine of 19 mem-
bers on the board of trust-
ees and the mayor appoints 
the remaining 10. Katz re-
moved six of the members 
in Wednesday’s purge, who 

were all appointed by her 
predecessor, Helen Mar-
shall.

Before the new law 
was enacted, the borough 
president and mayor could 
not replace their appoin-
tees until the end of their 
five-year terms.

Joanne King, spokes-
woman for the Queens Li-
brary, confirmed several 
members had been sent 
notices, taking them off the 
board.

“Throughout the his-
tory of the Queens Borough 
Public Library, the people 
of Queens have benefitted 
enormously from a highly 
committed library board of 
trustees whose leadership 
has helped keep libraries 
open and free,” King said 
in a statement. “They have 
helped make Queens Li-
brary a recognized nation-
al model of excellence. The 
board consists of volunteer, 

high-profile professionals 
and community activists 
who take time out of their 
busy schedules. Every 
one of the tens of millions 
who has enriched his life 
through Queens Library 
owes them thanks for their 
service.”

The eight board mem-
bers who were removed 
were Jacqueline Arrington, 
Joseph Ficalora, William 
Jefferson, Grace Lawrence, 
Terri Mangino, George Sta-
matiades, Patricia Flynn 
and Van Anden, according 
to the borough president’s 
office.

The board members 
have seven business days to 
appeal and respond to their 
removal.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Queens Library President Thomas Galante may face dismissal now 
that Katz and the mayor have removed board members loyal to 
the embattled CEO.
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Jack Weidinger
Dealer Principal
3rd Generation

BUICK

John OʼGrady
Sales Consultant

For 20 Years 

Michelle Thornton
Sales Manager / Consultant

For 20 Years 

Anthony Ciuffo 
General Sales Manager

30 Years Experience

Servicing
Your

Community
For Over 
30

Years!

We Are The Largest Cadillac 
Buick GMC Dealer in New York State!

Family Owned & Operated 
For 3 Generations... Your Destination For 

Premium Family Vehicles.

Come In Today
& Schedule A

Test Drive plus...

Ask About our VIP Concierge Service.

The #1 Dealerrater.com
Dealer  On Long Island
& See Where The Other
Local Dealers Rank.

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck 
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

We Are The Largest Cadillac Buick GMC Dealer in New York State based on combined 2012 & 2013
results as reported by GM.  See dealer for complete details. Offers Expires 7-31-2014.

BUICK

Open 
Sunday 
12pm-
5pm

JUST ONE VISIT
IS ALL YOU NEED.
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The Queens GOP 
locked itself out of official 
campaign coffers’ ledgers 
— and not because of inner-
party bickering.

Borough Republicans 
missed the July 15 deadline 
for filing biannual finan-
cial disclosure reports for 
three committees it oper-
ates because it had a new 
treasurer and needed to 
request the PIN associated 
with its accounts from the 
state Board of Elections, 
according to a BOE spokes-
man.

John Conklin, BOE 
director of public informa-
tion, said Tuesday the GOP 
had not yet submitted pa-
perwork detailing the past 
six months of its receipts 
and expenditures in the 
Queens County Republican 
Committee, Queens County 
Housekeeping Account and 
Queens County Victory 
Fund.

Conklin said the delays 
did not warrant any formal 
enforcement action.

GOP Executive Direc-
tor Robert Hornak said 

Monday there was confu-
sion over paperwork sub-
mitted to the BOE about 
changing its treasurer and 
the party planned to have it 
sorted out Tuesday.

But filings were not in 
by then.

The Queens Democrat-
ic Party reported a balance 
of $159,462.10 after rais-
ing $266,615 and spending 
$223,513.19 over the first 
half of 2014, BOE filings 
show.

— Sarina Trangle

The Woodhaven Resi-
dents’ Blocks Association 
wants to keep 311 busy.

At its Saturday meet-
ing, WRBA director presi-
dent Ed Wendell revealed 
a four-point plan to fight 
graffiti and emphasized the 
efficiency of calling 311.

He said policy changes 
allow the city’s general 
telephone information ser-
vice line to dispatch staff 
to clean up graffitied first-
floor locations without con-
sent from the owner.

“If you call in two 
graffiti complaints a week, 
just two ... that comes out 
to eight per month. You’d 
have 25 locations by Oct. 1,” 
Wendell said. “And that’s 
just one person.”

Wendell urged attend-
ees to report graffiti along 
Jamaica Avenue between 
Dexter Court and 100th 
Street to the Woodhaven 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict, which has a program 
to remove tags.

He invited residents 

to join the block associa-
tion in painting over marks 
on mailboxes and utility 
poles.

He also instructed 
them to call City Council-
man Eric Ulrich’s (R-Ozone 
Park) office for graffiti 
above the first story, so his 
staff can add it to a private 
graffiti removal initiative 
hit list.

— Sarina Trangle

Queens’ GOP opera-
tive John Haggerty is back 
behind bars, the Manhat-
tan DA said.

Haggerty headed back 
to prison Monday after los-
ing an appeal of his 2011 
election embezzlement 
scheme in June, according 
to Manhattan District At-
torney Cyrus Vance’s of-
fice.

The DA said Haggerty 
was initially sentenced to 
1 1/3 to four years. He has 
served about five months of 
this sentence.

Haggerty was convict-
ed in 2011 in a ploy to fun-

nel nearly $1 million from 
former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s election cam-
paign toward buying his 
childhood home in Forest 
Hills.

The state Court of Ap-
peals ruled against Hagger-
ty’s attorneys, who argued 
his previous trial violated 
the best evidence rule by 
not seeking original writ-
ten documents showing 
who controlled the Michael 
R. Bloomberg Revocable 
Trust that provided the 
money in question.

— Sarina TrangleJOHN HAGGERTY

GOP politico Haggerty returns to prison

Woodhaven civic fi ghts graffi ti 

GOP late on its fi lings
German   Lessons

After School Program
New York State

Accredited Language Program

Low Tuition
Minimum Age: 4 Years

No Previous German Necessary
Classes Meet Once a Week

Playgroup Age 4–5 From 4:30–6:l5
Kindergarten Age 5–6

Other Classes Ages 7–l5

Four convenient locations
in the Greater New York area:

Ridgewood, Queens. Manhattan (NY),
FranklinSquare, Garden City.

Classes start
second week in September

For more information see:

www.German-American-School.org

or call:

212 787 7543 Get more news, views and information on our 
Web site at timesledger.com
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MarvelUniverseLive.com

Additional fees may apply. Restrictions and exclusions may apply. No double discounts. Subject to availability. Excluded premium seats. Valid on select performances only.

AUG. 13 –17

Weekday Kids Tickets Just $15!
Use code CNG at Ticketmaster.com
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World Cup Fans
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Group Health Incorporated (GHI), HIP Health Plan of New York (HIP), HIP Insurance Company of New York and EmblemHealth Services Company, LLC are EmblemHealth companies. 
EmblemHealth Services Company, LLC provides administrative services to the EmblemHealth companies. Neighborhood Care is a division of EmblemHealth. ©EmblemHealth Inc. 
2014, All Rights Reserved.

Ready to upgrade to a healthier you? Simply turn on your phone  
and download the Small Steps to a Healthier You app. Find healthy 
resources in the neighborhood, set goals, count steps, track your  
daily water intake, and earn fun badges to help you succeed  
on your journey to healthier living.

Visit smallsteps.emblemhealth.com and get the app today.

USE YOUR PHONE TO LIVE HEALTHIER 
IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD. 
NOW AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD.
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BY JUAN SOTO
 
More affordable hous-

ing units are coming to the 
Astoria Cove five-building 
waterfront complex.

The new number, re-
vealed by the developers, is 
slightly bigger than origi-
nally proposed, but still 
falls short of the demands 
from activists, neighbors 
and Community Board 1.

Alma Realty and its 
partners plan to erect a 
1.7-million-square-foot com-
plex in an industrial area at 
the Hallets Point peninsula 
in Astoria. Now, the devel-
opers  said that their  project 
is to include 345 affordable 
housing flats in the five 
buildings.

That number amounts 
to 20 percent of 1,700-hous-
ing-unit complex. The orig-
inal number was over 300 
affordable housing homes. 

The borough president 
held a hearing July 17, and 
the testimony was mixed 
with 11 witnesses speaking 
in favor of the development 
and another 11 speaking 
against. Some of people tes-
tifying represented large 
organizations, such as 
Build Up New York, an as-
sociation that fights for 
good jobs and responsible 
development. 

“This will be the first 
project that passes with 
mandatory affordable 
housing regulations,” said 
Borough President Melin-
da Katz during the Land 
Use Committee hearing in 
a packed second-floor con-
ference room at Borough 
Hall. “This will be a signa-
ture project in city of New 
York.” 

Community Board 1 
will support the massive 
project, between 4th and 

9th streets, if Alma Reality 
and its partners agree to 
build at least 35 percent of 
affordable housing units.

“Inclusion of more af-
fordable housing and job 
creation is vital,” said CB 
1 District Manager Lucille 
Hartmann.

Moses Gates,  from the 

Association for Neighbor-
hood and Housing Develop-
ments, an organization of 
95 nonprofits that serves 
low- and moderate-income 
New Yorkers, pointed out 
that “20 percent of afford-
able housing is basically 
the minimum requirement 
for tax abatements.”

He added, “This is not 
affordable housing.”

During the public 
hearing, the developers ex-
plained that the area where 
they want to build the com-
plex, with buildings rang-
ing from six to 32 stories, is 
basically industrial and its 
waterfront is inaccessible.

“This plan will bring 
the community to the wa-
terfront,” said Jay Valgora, 
an architect from Studio V, 
on behalf of the developer. 
“It will bring services much 
needed to the community,” 
he added, referring to plans 
to build restaurants, shops, 
a supermarket and a public 
school.

The school will be 
for children from pre-K 
through fifth-grade.

But for others, the wa-
terfront complex will make 
Astoria less affordable for 
low- and moderate-income 

families.
“We are very con-

cerned about the effect of 
the development in our 
community,” said John 
Tritt, an Astoria resident 
and member of Build Up 
New York.  “Astoria is be-
coming less and less afford-
able.”

The borough president 
will have a written recom-
mendation about the Asto-
ria Cove megacomplex by 
July 30.

Once the hearing and 
recommendation periods 
are over, the project will go 
before the Department of 
City Planning. From there, 
it will reach the City Coun-
cil probably sometime this 
fall.

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

One person testifies at the podium on the Astoria Cove megaproj-
ect during a Queens Borough President Land Use Committee hear-
ing. Photo by Juan Soto

Critics demand more affordable housing at Astoria Cove
CB 1, community want below-market homes to account for 35 percent of units at mega-complex

My husband Freddie lived with a proud Jewish faith.
Thanks to Calvary, he died with it, too.

“My Freddie had a vivacious spirit and love for life. Brilliant and dynamic, 
as both an engineer and attorney, he challenged life’s issues with gusto. 
So when terminal cancer relentlessly ripped through his body – and our 
souls – we were horrified to see him suffer. Then Calvary entered our lives. 
First, your Calvary Home Hospice team relieved his pain. Then when he 
needed the round-the-clock services of Calvary Hospital, you were there 
for us again. In his private room, you gave us time to be together as a 
family. Most importantly, you respected our Jewish faith and customs. 
For a few short weeks, Freddie was back! His final days were happy 
ones. Just the way we wanted to remember him. Thank you Calvary”.

- Terri Levine

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.
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When readers browse through home 
décor and lifestyle magazines in search 
of ideas for backyard patios, they are 
usually teased with grandiose designs 
and sprawling outdoor spaces that can 
be far from feasible. With the exception 
of occasional articles that appear in 
do-it-yourself publications that can en-
tail more construction skills and build-
ing time than bargained for, rarely will 
one fi nd professional design concepts 
for a small patio without minimizing or 
omitting key elements that can turn a 
wish list into reality. A solution may lie 
within a homeowner’s grasp by turning 
to manufactured hardscape materials. 
The many inherent attributes and ben-
efi ts connected with interlocking con-
crete pavers and segmental wallstones 
can add up to big benefi ts in a small patio 
footprint. 

Compare your project to designing 
a small indoor room such as a kitchen, 
den or bathroom. Approach your patio 
design with a similar strategy but real-
ize that an outdoor space, regardless of 
its size, can be multi-functional. First, 
fi gure out what you would like to see in 
the space to make it as functional as pos-
sible given the space you have to work 
with. Often, a larger impression can be 
achieved by utilizing materials that offer 
the most versatility. For example, con-
sider an interlocking concrete pavement 
system, which is a durable and aestheti-
cally pleasing alternative to traditional 
patio blocks and poured or stamped con-
crete. 

Use of larger sized pavers, certain pat-
tern designs and a centrally-placed inset 
of a circular or diamond-shaped pattern 
arrangement make a smaller space look 
bigger. Also, placing pavers diagonally 
can, depending on the confi guration of 
the patio, result in a wider perception. 

When incorporating either a refresh-
ment bar or cooking area, consider 
“bumping out” these areas from the 
main patio confi guration and surround 
them with garden beds or pathway ap-
proaches. For on-demand casual seat-
ing, think about a perimeter seat wall or 
a bench seat notched into a wall system. 
Both can be built from rock-faced wall-
stones and allied products from a sup-
plier of hardscape materials. 

If stairs are needed to step down onto 
the patio from a back door, opt for ready 
to install, cast stone treads in natural col-
ors such as those available in 48” and 72” 
individual lengths or as a pre-packaged 
staircase kit from distributors of Cam-
bridge hardscape products. Cast stone 
alternatives are a more affordable sub-
stitute for custom-cut natural bluestone 
and more durable than wooden steps.

Several other components of a well-
appointed outdoor living space are 

available in scaled 
down versions, yet 
offer the same con-
veniences as larger 
counterparts. In lieu 
of a big, straight or 
L-shaped outdoor 
kitchen, look into a 
smaller food prepa-
ration and cooking 
unit made of wall 
stones. Cambridge Outdoor Kitchen 
Modules measure only 75” long x 36’ 
deep and are pre-cut, pre-packaged and 
sold with top-of-the-line stainless steel 
appliance packages. Cambridge pre-cut 
and pre-packaged Bar Modules, with 
stainless steel bar center packages, are 
92’” long x 42” deep and will survive the 

elements longer than 
the best bamboo tiki 
bar. Another benefi t 
is these components 
will match pavers 
or a wall system in 
your overall design. 
Cover them with an 
attractive, pre-pack-
aged, two-column 
pergola without tak-

ing up any additional ground space.  
If you have always wanted a fi re pit 

and there isn’t any room for one in your 
allotted patio space, build one just off the 
patio where it’s accessible a few steps 
away and visible to family and friends on 
the patio. Cambridge Fire Pits measur-
ing 50” and less come round and square 

in an array of textures and colors with 
grills, spark screens and covers. They 
are also in pre-packaged kits ready to 
build. Integrate a Cambridge pond-less 
waterfall kit adjoining your patio with-
out taking up space associated with cas-
cading, custom waterfall and pond. 

Consult a professional landscape con-
tractor or an Authorized Cambridge Dis-
tributor to help plot small patio space. 
Using Cambridge DesignScape Visual-
izer™ software, they can create realistic, 
computer-generated, full-color designs 
right before your eyes. You can preview 
the area – before and after – illustrating 
your new patio with any Cambridge Pav-
ingstones, wall system and outdoor liv-
ing pre-packaged kit in the actual colors 
and patterns of your choice and calculate 
real paver and wall requirements. You 
will need a digital photo of your back or 
side yard. 

For the computer-savvy, visit cam-
bridgepavers.com to download the soft-
ware and create images on your own. 
Homeowners who are inclined toward 
do-it-yourself projects are invited to at-
tend D.I.Y. Workshops hosted at Autho-
rized Cambridge Distributor locations. 
Among other topics, workshops focus on 
installing a patio as a do-it-yourself un-
dertaking and introduce tips on proper 
installation methods. Locate your near-
est Cambridge distributor on the Cam-
bridge website.

Charles H. Gamarekian is the 
Chairman/CEO of Cambridge Pav-
ers Inc., manufacturers of Cambridge 
Pavingstones with ArmorTec®, Cam-
bridge Wallstones and a full line of 
products for outdoor living. He is one 
of the founders and a current board 
member of the Interlocking Concrete 
Pavement Institute (ICPI). 

Organized in 1993, ICPI is the North 
American trade association represent-
ing the interlocking concrete paver in-
dustry and considered by peer associ-
ations around the world as the leader 
in development and dis-
semination of techni-
cal information for 
design profession-
als and contractors. 
Mr. Gamarekian is 
recognized world-
wide as an expert 
in his fi eld and 
is a frequent 
speaker on 
the proper 
installation 
of paving-
stones, wall 
stones and 
many outdoor 
living prod-
ucts.

B U S I N E S S ,  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Big benefi ts from a small patio
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Photos by Nat Valentine

Photos by  Steven Malecki

Photos by Nat Valentine

Photos courtesy Chris Castellano 
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North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.
Call now for a 
“FREE CONSULTATION” 
to see how our technologies
may benefi t you.

If you have
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

or its Symptoms

With this ad, expires in 30 days

www.northshorerehabilitation.com
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8900 Van Wyck Expressway, Jamaica, NY 11418 • www.jamaicahospital.org

Free 
Newsletter 
Subscription

Fewer Pregnant Women in South 
East Queens Receive Pre-Natal Care 
than the New York City Average. 
We Can Help. 
For More Information or to Schedule an 
Appointment, Call 718-291-3276
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Call us or visit us today
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BY GABRIELLE PRUSAK

JAMS is back for its 
18th annual festival.

Jamaica Arts and 
Music will from Fri., Aug. 
1, through Saturday on 
Jamaica Avenue from Par-
sons Boulevard to 170th 
Street.

This festival takes up 
10 blocks and each block 
has a different category 
of activities. According to 
Tyra Emerson, executive 
director of Cultural Col-
laborative Jamaica, some 
of the blocks that will be in-
cluded are a natural health 
block, car show block, art-
ists block, kids block and 
the main stage block.

In the natural health 
block, there will be a farm-
ers market and other things 
related to health.

“Someone will be mak-
ing smoothies, groups part 
of Jamaica Health Chal-
lenge will be giving out in-
formation and Cornell has 

a health initiative as well,” 
said Emerson.

The car show block 
will be featuring modern 
and antique cars, thanks to 
local Ford car dealerships.

On the kids block there 
will be some exciting activi-
ties for children.

“We’re happy to say 
Radio Disney will be there,” 
Emerson said.

There will also be 
shows for children in pre-K 
and the city Parks Depart-
ment’s game mobile will 
be in operation alongside 
NYPD’s rock climbing 
wall.

“We’re very excited at 
the JAMS planning com-
mittee,” the director said. 
“We added a lot of new 
things and met a lot of 
people as well. We’re also 
excited for the economic 
development when we do 
JAMS.”

Throughout the event 
there will be 450-500 differ-
ent vendors.

“There will be all 
types of food, including the 
Italian sausage guy,” Emer-
son said.

There is a lot of Ca-
ribbean, hibachi and food 
trucks throughout the 
event. The Qdoba Mexican 
Grill is going to be there as 
well.

“There’s a wide range 
of different ethnic food,” 
the director said.

The vendors and 
stores that are participat-
ing in the festival will have 
“great bargains for anyone 
to come and shop,” accord-
ing to Emerson.

On Friday JAMS will 
have a kick-off concert at 
Rufus King Park, where 
there will be a Zumba class 
and other health exercises 
from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m.  The 
lineup of music groups was 
not available by press time. 
Saturday’s festival lasts 
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Both events are free to 
the public.

Jamaica festival returns 
with theme for each block

Get more news, views and information on our 
Web site at timesledger.com

some knucklehead in Af-
ghanistan dictate to me 
when I was going to retire. 
Even after we killed him I 
stayed on, but now it’s time 
to pass the torch to the next 
generation,” he said.

Lim knew he wanted 
to be a cop when he grew 
up in Far Rockaway. His 
parents, immigrants from 
China, had a family-run 
restaurant on Beach 20th 
Street.

“I started learning 

on my very first day at 
the academy and I never 
stopped learning through-
out those 34 years. I hope 
I’ve done a good job passing 
it all to the next generation 
of officers,” he said.

Lim became an iconic 
figure in the Asian commu-
nity in the years since 9/11.

“It was brought to my 
attention that I was the 
only Asian police officer 
to survive that day. I knew 
I had become an influence 
when a young man heard a 
speech I gave in San Fran-
cisco and joined the police 
department,” he said.

More than 30,000 

people attended an appear-
ance Lim made at an Asian 
cultural festival in Denver, 
Colorado.

Lim, his wife and two 
children have not made 
long-range plans for his re-
tirement, but he knows how 
they will spend the sum-
mer.

“We’re going to fol-
low our [New York] Mets 
around the country,” he 
said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 9 

Lt. Lim
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Beautifully designed, 
built to last.

Charles H. Gamarekian
Founder/Chairman/CEO

BACKYARD PATIOS & OUTDOOR LIVING ROOMS  PAVINGSTONES  WALL SYSTEMS

With ArmorTec®

Both Cambridge pavingstones shown above were installed in
residential driveways in 2006 (Photos taken in January 2010).

Plan your total patio makeover with Cambridge! 

Without ArmorTec®

MASTRO CONCRETE, INC.
15433 Brookville Blvd, Rosedale, NY 11422

CALL: (718) 528-6788 VISIT: www.mastroconcrete.com



TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. 
Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!
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CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2013 CHEVY

$99 $103
Stk# 1382, 3k mi. Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR: $115

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#73236

$10,995
CIVIC'12 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
31k miles, Stk#5650

$15,995
ROGUE'13 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
11k miles, Stk#7453

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
CAMARO'14 CHEVY

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#6879

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
21k miles, Stk#84619

COROLLA2013 TOYOTA

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2001 Honda Civic, 87k  73406 $2,995
 2000 Honda Civic, 130k 544413 $2,995
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2004 Lexus IS 300, 84k 40087448 $4,995
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM! 

   

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

2010 Honda Fit, 17k 73329 $6,395 
2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 465633 $9,995
 2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $10,888
       MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!
  

 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $11,500
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 72824 $13,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995 
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!
 

 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995 
 2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee, 19k 134954 $16,900 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 82896 $16,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $18,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2012 Ford Explorer, 34k 2398 $21,895
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $28,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 36k 034527 $9,995 
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Grand Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 036772 $13,995 
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $13,995
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37, 52k 83017 $14,888
 

CRV2011 HONDA

Stk# 4923, 24k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995

328i xdrive2013 BMW

Stk# 3881, 18k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

ALTIMA2013 NISSAN

Stk# 267298, 20k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995

C3002011 MERCEDES

Stk# 3824, 14k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

ML-3502011 MERCEDES

Stk# 5589, 25k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

PILOT LX2011 HONDA

Stk# 5210, 23k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$14,995

ESCAPE2012 FORD

Stk# 7278, 72k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$10,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2012 MERCEDESGL-450

Stk# 7339, 23k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$34,995

$8,995
ELANTRA'13 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 
28k miles, Stk#3640

RAV42011 TOYOTA

Stk# 1066, 48k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$9,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2011 ACURA MDX

Stk#1321, 48k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$23,459

FIND A WHOLE L   T
SAVINGS & SELECTION

AT MAJOR WORLD!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us,  We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up
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BY DEBBIE COHEN

For almost two years, 
Doris Gresser, 73, and 
daughter Lorraine Burke, 
50, contemplated if they 
would ever return to their 
Hurricane Sandy-ravaged 
home in Breezy Point, but 
last week there was a light 
at the end of a dark tun-
nel when they went back 
to a perfectly refurbished 
dwelling.

Mother and daughter 
were welcomed home by 
volunteers, friends, neigh-
bors and family with a 
ribbon-cutting celebration, 
which marked the 100th 
home that has been rebuilt 
since Superstorm Sandy in 
Rockaway, Staten Island 
and the Monmouth County, 
N.J. area by the St. Ber-
nard Project, a nonprofit 
that helps disaster victims 
rebuild, and Zurich North 
America, a commercial 

property and casualty in-
surer.

Friends of Rockaway, 
a nonprofit started in the 
Rockaways after Sandy by 
residents, also worked in 
partnership with St. Ber-
nard, providing more than 
two dozen volunteers to re-
construct the home.

“It was a joy to help re-
build this home and see the 
smiles on the faces of Doris 
and Lorraine,” said Angela 
Calabro, site supervisor 
with Friends of Rockaway. 
“It’s great to be a part of the 
homecoming.”

But there was no one 
more overjoyed about re-
turning home than Gresser 
and her daughter.

“It was like a war-zone 
here after Sandy — destruc-
tion all over the place,” 
Gresser said. “My nerves 
have been shot since the 
storm and I wondered if 
things would ever come in 

place. But now I am very 
happy and grateful for the 
volunteers who helped 
rebuild and gave me new 
floors, walls, doors, new 
drywall and installation on 
the first floor of my home, 
where over 3 feet of water 
gushed through.”

Gresser said she did 
not have flood insurance 
and was only given $2,500 
from her insurance com-
pany. She spent $30,000 of 
her own money to fix the 
foundation of her home and 
then her money ran out.

“If it wasn’t for all the 

volunteers helping out with 
their time and providing 
free materials, including 
new furniture and even a 
new skylight in the ceiling, 
I cannot imagine what my 
daughter and I would have 
done,” Gresser said.

Burke could not wipe 
the grin off her face, as 
she said, “When the storm 
hit, at first it didn’t bother 
me, but it started to get to 
me as time went on and 
we couldn’t go home. I am 
elated now and I want to 
celebrate with everyone. I 
and my mother have lived 
here for several genera-
tions, over 49 years.”

Jennifer Torneden, 
vice president and regional 
sales director at Zurich’s 
New York branch, says 
there are a lot of emotions 
when homeowners come 
home after everything is 
rebuilt.

“The Zurich Founda-

tion recently gave $165,000 
to SBP for Sandy recovery 
projects and a $3 million 
grant to support its Disas-
ter Recovery Lab across 
the nation, which will help 
communities better pre-
pare for natural disasters,” 
she said. “I’m really excited 
that we helped to rebuild 
this home and that the fam-
ily got to come home to a 
beautiful place.”

More than 200 home 
rebuilds lie ahead for the 
St. Bernard Project as the 
area continues to recover, 
according to a statement 
from Zurich.

Reese May, director 
of East Coast operations 
for SBP, said in a state-
ment, “This milestone of 
our 100th rebuilt home in 
the New York/New Jersey 
region is cause for celebra-
tion and also a reflection 
of the work still left to be 
done.”

Homeowners Lorraine Burke and Doris Gresser, center, cut the rib-
bon on their rebuilt home. Photo by Debbie Cohen

Mother, daughter fi nally return to home hit by Sandy
Breezy Point home of Doris Gresser and Lorraine Burke becomes 100th rebuilt in area since storm

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

 
Aug 12-14  &  19-21 
5:30 pm – 8:00 pm 

Tutoring Grades K-8  Enrollment limited 
Registration 

Fri Aug 8: 6:00 pm– 8:00 pm 
Sat Aug 9: 10:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Good Shepherd Church 
134-52 228th Street 

Laurelton, NY 11413 
718 528-5068 

Our God is Awesome! 
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BY JUAN SOTO

Help is on the way for 
southeast Queens residents 
who suffer chronic floods 
in their homes and in their 
streets everytime heavy 
rain falls.

The city Department of 
Environmental Protection 
has a $426 million project to 
fight this decades-long prob-
lem that occurs in flood-
prone areas like St. Albans, 
Laurelton and Rosedale.

City Councilmen Dono-
van Richards (D-Laurelton) 
and I. Daneek Miller (D-St. 
Albans) hosted a town hall 
meeting with DEP Commis-
sioner Emily Lloyd to offer 
the community an update 
on major proposed or under-
way infrastructure projects 
in southeast Queens.

“We are now moving 
in the right direction,” said 
Richards. “The new com-
missioner and the new ad-
ministration are looking 
finally to southeast Queens 

to build this important in-
frastructure.”

The capital projects 
that DEP will construct in 
southeast Queens include 
the Twin Ponds plan that 
consists of a stream adjacent 
to Laurelton Parkway that 
will direct the floodwaters 
 into Jamaica Bay, and the 
Springfield Gardens Blue-
belt, a project that includes 
the installation of storm 
sewers and street recon-
struction.

And recently, work has 
begun along 119th Avenue, 
where DEP is upgrading the 
sewer system along 111th 
Avenue between 155th and 
158th streets and on 113th 
Avenue between 156th and 
157th streets.

Also, there is work 
underway at 119th Avenue, 
between 192nd and 195th 
streets in Rosedale. In addi-
tion, the plan calls for a $175 
million Springfield Gardens 
upgrade that will come with 
an additional 9 miles of 

storm sewers and 8 miles of 
sanitary sewers.

“There is a lot more 
work that needs to be done, 
but help is on the way,” said 
Richards. “We look forward 
to less conversation and 
more groundbreaking.”

Miller said the town 
hall meeting with Lloyd and 
her staff was positive.

“We did not want a 
meeting about promises,” 
said Miller. “We wanted to 
hear good news and we did.”

The two-hour-long 
meeting was held at the Rob-
ert Ross Family Center, at 
172-17 Linden Blvd.

Miller is also a victim of 
the persistent floods. He said 
that in the past 18 years his 
Cambria Heights basement 
was flooded three times be-
cause of heavy storms.

But after learning 
about some of other south-
east Queens residents’ prob-
lems, he said that “I felt like 
a man with no shoes until I 
saw a man with no feet.”

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Queens Republicans 
announced a Rego Park 
real estate lawyer will as-
sume the candidacy left 
vacant when former City 
Councilman Thomas Og-
nibene opted not to run for 
state Senate.

Michael Conigliaro 
filed substitution paper-
work to run on the GOP and 
Conservative lines against 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
Jr. (D-Howard Beach), the 
city Board of Elections.

 Conigliaro could not 
be reached for comment, 
but his campaign released 
a statement saying Conigli-
aro was compelled to step 
off the sidelines and stop 
complaining about the sta-
tus quo.

“My campaign will 

focus on 
the issues 
that are 
important 
to the forgotten middle 
class: creating jobs, cutting 
taxes and making sure that 
the next generation has an 
even better shot at life,” 

Conigliaro said in a press 
release. “I’m running for 
state Senate because I want 
to change things for the 
better.”

His campaign did not 
respond to inquiries about 
which real estate law firm 
he managed, whether he 
was involved with any 
political clubs or who he 
planned to tap for cam-
paign contributions.

There does not appear 
to be a campaign commit-
tee registered in his name, 
according to the state Board 
of Elections website.

Addabbo has $52,719.22 
in his campaign coffers, ac-
cording to BOE filings.

Despite Conigliaro’s 
low profile, several GOP 
operatives touted his can-
didacy in the 15th Senate 

MICHAEL CONIGLIARO
Photo courtesy Conigliaro’s 

campaign

DEP to neutralize fl oodings
with SE Queens storm sewers

Rego Park real estate lawyer
to challenge Joseph Addabbo Northeastern ABC’s 2014

6th Annual Essay Competition

CONTEST
DEADLINE!

July 31, 2014

PRIZES!!*
1ST PRIZE

 iPad OR $500.00 toward 
private school tuition for Fall 2014 semester 
plus $200.00 American Express Gift Card

2ND PRIZE
$400.00 American Express Gift Card

3RD PRIZE
$150.00 American Express Gift Card

Hey Kids!!
It’s the Northeastern ABC’s
Annual Essay Competition!

RULES AND REGULATIONS:
Books are available at Northeastern ABC and must be 

purchased at the store or online by selecting Northeastern.

10–12 YEARS OLD: Mr. Creator’s Borrowed Brown Hands
13–14 YEARS OLD: Convicted

 name, age, address, church (if applicable). A proof 
 of purchase receipt from Northeastern ABC must be 
 attached.

 done, the essay will be disqualifi ed.

 hand delivered to:
email: sgordon@northeastern.org

(please put “essay competition” in the subject line)
mail/deliver:

For questions or additional information, phone:

Stacy (ext. 2205) or Julie Ann (ext. 2201) 
718-291-8006

Why not try it? You might win!!

$12.99
less 15%

JUDGING:
Essays will be 
judged on:

 (15)

 (30)

 learned from 
 story (25)

PLEASE NOTE: Prizes are for both categories. 
Tuition payment, if chosen, will be paid directly to the institution.

$16.99
less 20%

Continued on Page 35
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Our services are usually covered  
by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

You love being Mom’s 
daughter and friend.

But lately you’ve also 
become her nurse, physical 
therapist and aide.

Now what? 
Taking care of an elderly loved one can feel like a full-time job.  
The Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) can help. We  
have specialists trained in managing specific conditions such as  
heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. Many of our 
specialists also live in the communities they serve, so they can  
deliver care quickly and are familiar with local pharmacies and  
medical centers. When you realize it’s time to get help taking care  
of Mom or Dad, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NO

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

Though popular summer hangouts, pools may contain chemicals that can be harmful to hair and 
skin.

Chlorine is one of the 
most widely used substanc-
es for water purification. 
It is often added to public 
water supplies to kill off 
pathogens that have the 
potential to cause illness. 
Variations of chlorine are 
used in pool filtration to en-
sure the water is clean and 
safe for swimming because 
it reduces bacteria and oth-
er contaminants, and may 
also help keep algae growth 
under control.

Although chlorine is 
very good at purifying the 
water people drink and 
bathe in, too much of a good 
thing can prove trouble-
some. Oftentimes, chlo-
rine — especially in high 
amounts — can affect the 
hair and skin of people who 
regularly use pools.

Hair
Chlorinated water that 

is also high in copper may 
form a chemical reaction 
that turns hair green. The 
chlorine reacts with the 
copper to form a compound 
that is green in hue. This 
can attach to the porous 
hair shaft and give hair a 
green tinge. The green is 
especially obvious in light-
colored hair.

Chlorine is harsh and 

caustic, while hair is po-
rous. Dry hair that becomes 
saturated with chlorine-
treated water can even-
tually have salt crystals 
locked inside, which leads 
to breakage. Washing hair 
directly after swimming 
may help rinse off external 
chlorine, but it will not ad-
equately remove chlorine 
locked inside follicles. Hair 
may need to be soaked for 
several minutes in fresh 
water. Hair that is prone to 
dryness may become more 
dry from chlorine.

Swimmers can wear a 
waterproof swimming cap 
to prevent against chlorine 
damage. If this option isn’t 
available, soaking hair in 
fresh water to saturate hair 
shafts and then applying 
a barrier, such as condi-
tioner combed through the 
hair, can help repel some of 
the chlorinated water and 
protect against damage.

Hair that has turned 
green from pool water may 
need to be treated with spe-
cial shampoos or strippers 
to remove the chlorine-cop-
per compounds. Cutting off 
the green areas may be an 
easier solution.

Skin
Chlorine is caustic, 

and high concentrations 
can burn the skin. Indi-
viduals with sensitive skin 
may be even more suscep-
tible to rashes and burns 
from chlorinated pools.

To prevent skin irrita-
tion, keep chlorine levels in 
pool water as low as possible. 
Applying a waterproof sun-
screen or lotion to the skin 
prior to swimming may also 
serve as an additional line of 
defense. There are commer-
cially made products that 
are designed specifically for 
application prior to getting 
in the pool. 

Because they are water-
proof, they will not wash off 
in the pool or foul up water.

Public pools with a 
high volume of swimmers 
tend to have more chlorine 
in them than backyard 
pools at private residenc-
es. This is evidenced by 
the strong and often over-
whelming aroma of chlo-
rine in the vicinity of the 
public pool. 

The effects of chlorine 
can be seen by the bleach-
ing and wearing away of 
rope barriers and floats 
that are constantly in the 
pool. If this is what is oc-
curring to plastic and vi-
nyl, imagine what is being 
done to skin and hair. 

Protect hair, skin from pool
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Each of the above offers are exclusive and cannot be combined with other offers and may be discontinued at anytime by 
Emigrant in its sole discretion without notice.

**Valid for properties located in the Bronx, Brooklyn,  Queens, Manhattan, Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester Only

*Available based on borrower income or census tract eligibility

First-Time Home Buyers may save $500 in 
closing costs**

Purchase/Refinance Applicants may qualify 
for up to $2,000* in closing costs and 0.375%* 
off the rate** 

�

Current mortgage incentives include:Current mortgage incentives include:

�

Attend A 
Mortgage Open House 

Friday, August 8, 2014
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

When?

Where?
Apple Bank^ Branch
168-42 Hillside Avenue
Jamaica, NY 11432

EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER

Customers attending a Branch Mortgage Open 
House and /or applying for their residential 
mortgage at a Branch Location may receive a 
closing credit of $175.00†

�

† While Applicants are responsible to pay the application fee upfront, Emigrant will credit the cost at closing. This
promotion will be in effect for applications submitted by October 31, 2014.

Copyright © 2014 Emigrant Mortgage Company, Incorporated - NMLS# 1577 (Emigrant). All rights reserved. Emigrant Mortgage Company is a subsidiary of Emigrant Bank. Member 
FDIC. Emigrant is an Equal Opportunity Lender and an Equal Opportunity Employer. All product names, company names and logotypes are servicemarks or trademarks of Emigrant in 
the United States and other countries. The information, products and services contained in this advertisement are believed to be correct but may include inaccuracies, typographical errors 
and/or omissions. Emigrant does not guarantee the accuracy of the data contained herein. This is not an offer or guarantee to extend consumer credit by Emigrant. Program guidelines, 
terms and/or conditions are subject to change by Emigrant without notice. All loans are subject to submission of a complete application, underwriting review and credit and property 
approval by Emigrant. Not all products and/or programs are available in all states and/or localities and/or for all loan amounts. Other restrictions and limitations may apply.  New York: 
Mortgage Banker License�, New York State Department of Financial Services, One State Street, New York, New York 10004.  ///  07/22/2014
�Mortgage Banker activities authorized pending issuance.

^ Loan offers are through Emigrant, a separate entity not affiliated with Apple Bank. 
Apple Bank is not a party to any Emigrant loan transaction. Applicants are not 

obligated to use Emigrant. 

Contact:
 

Emily Y. Lui, NMLS#344503
at (347) 276-8123
LuiE@EmigrantMortgage.com

Larisa Kessel, NMLS#344882
at (917) 655-7685
KesselL@EmigrantMortgage.com

Visit www.Emigrant.com to view a 
list of additional mortgage open houses 
located at Apple Bank^ Branches

$CASH$$CASH$

the conversation.
“Only because of Catsi-

matidis and the money. But 
if you’re going to show him 
a way that he can both legit-
imately over-the-table make 
money for the party, and 
under-the-table do what we 
gotta do, I think that’s the 
answer,” Halloran said, ac-
cording to the transcript.

Halloran said his use 
of the term under-the-table 
did not refer to bribing for-

mer Queens GOP Chair-
man Vince Tabone, but 
rather to covertly putting 
him on Smith’s campaign 
staff so Tabone would have 
an income if his boss, then 
mayoral-candidate John 
Catsimatidis, found out he 
was backing an opponent.

Tabone and Smith 
were originally on trial 
with Halloran, but they 
were granted a mistrial be-
cause of delays in getting 
transcripts. Halloran chose 
to proceed alone.

Even as Halloran 
argued he sought to woo 

Stern, an Orthodox leader 
he thought would be instru-
mental in securing Jewish 
votes, his attorney played a 
recording of Halloran say-
ing he did not think Smith 
would be able to “Jew down” 
Tabone.

“He was going to lose 
his day job,” Halloran said 
of Tabone.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Previous Fix & For-
tify work was performed in 
the Greenpoint Tube over 
12 weekend closures last 
year. The work included in-
stallation of cable, alarms, 
emergency communication 
systems, repair of track, 
structural repairs, repairs 
to tunnel leaks and the re-
moval of old tunnel light-
ing.

This time the MTA 
said workers will take ad-
vantage of the 24/7 access 
to install permanent tunnel 

lighting, install new sig-
nals and fiber-optic cable 
as well as testing all of the 
newly installed equipment. 
Track Capital Construction 
will take advantage of the 
extended shutdown to com-
plete all necessary track 
work.

The project is designed 
to restore and rebuild dam-
aged infrastructure while 
reducing the system’s vul-
nerability in the event of fu-
ture severe weather. Over-
all, the MTA has allocated 
$3.8 billion in funding from 
the federal Transit Admin-
istration for repair, resil-
iency and disaster relief 

work.
The MTA added that 

customers affected by the 
upcoming work will have 
access to informational bro-
chures. A robust customer 
information campaign on 
the project includes posters 
on trains and throughout 
affected stations.

G line service is sched-
uled to resume at 5 a.m. 
Sept. 2.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 2 

G Train

District, which encompass-
es most of the Rockaway 
Peninsula, Howard Beach, 
Ozone Park, Woodhaven, 
Ridgewood, Glendale, Mid-
dle Village, Maspeth, For-
est Hills and Kew Gardens.

The party sent out a 
press release describing 
Conigliaro as a Rego Park 
resident who manages a 

real estate law firm, attends 
Our Lady of Mercy Church 
in Forest Hills and serves 
as president of the Queens-
borough Community Col-
lege Alumni Association.

Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park), 
Queens Conservative Party 
Chairman Thomas Long, 
Senate Majority Co-Leader 
Dean Skelos (R-Rockville 
Centre) and former U.S. 
Rep. Bob Turner praised 
Conigliaro’s move.

“Communities, like 
mine, that were devastated 
by Hurricane Sandy need 
a strong voice in the state 
Senate fighting for them,” 
Turner said in a press re-
lease. “Mike Conigliaro is 
not a career politician. We 
can count on him to roll up 
his sleeves and get the job 
done.”

Continued from Page 2 

Halloran

Continued from Page 33 

Conigliaro

GET MORE NEWS, VIEWS 
AND INFORMATION 

ON OUR WEB SITE AT

TimesLedger.com



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UL
Y 2

5–
31

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

36

TL

BY BILL PARRY

An emergency town 
tall meeting was scheduled 
for next week to discuss the 
recent rash of restaurant 
burglaries that have struck 
Long Island City in the last 
month.

LIC Eateries, a group 
of area restaurant owners, 
have scheduled the ses-
sion at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday 
at Manducatis Rustica, at 
46-33 Vernon Blvd., and it is 
open to the public.

“It’s been pretty scary 
around here, so we wanted 
to meet with the 108th Pre-
cinct about it,” Rebecca 
Trent, the group’s founder 
said. Deputy Inspector Bri-
an Hennessy and his staff 
from the 108th will attend, 
she said.

Manducatis Rustica 
was one of five restaurants 
that was broken into be-
tween June 11 and July 4, 
according to the NYPD. 
The thief throws a brick 

through the front or side 
window to enter the es-
tablishments, police say. 
There have been no arrests 
and the investigation con-
tinues.

Gianna Cerbone Teoli, 
owner of Manducatis Rus-

tica, did not want to discuss 
details of the break-in at 
her place June 22.

“I’m just very dis-
mayed about the whole 
thing,” she said.

In that incident, the 
suspect took two iPads, 

two iPad Minis and $700 
in cash, according to the 
NYPD.

“Stealing from Mand-
ucatis is like stealing from 
your neighbor and taking 
food out of their children’s 
mouth,” Trent said. “That’s 

the thing about the restau-
rants that were hit. They’re 
all mom-and-pop establish-
ments, not high-volume 
restaurants like Applebee’s 
or TGIFridays — these are 
neighborhood places, not 
million-dollar venues.”

Woodbines, at 47-10 
Vernon Blvd., was broken 
into June 25 and a Galaxy 
10 electronic tablet and $100 
were taken. Seattle Cafe, 
at 32-02 Queens Blvd., was 
broken into June 30 and 
$850 was pilfered from two 
registers.

Andres Pizza, at 25-19 
40th Ave., was broken into 
June 11. The suspect took a 
register with $20 inside.

“It’s weird to me. I find 
the amount of stuff taken 
in some of these break-ins 
is pretty negligible,” Trent 
said.

On July 4, the suspect 
broke through the side win-
dow at LIC Bar, at 45-58 Ver-
non Blvd. The suspect was 
inside the bar at 4:30 a.m. 

when a porter arrived to 
begin his shift.

“The porter startled 
the suspect, who hid in the 
basement for a time looking 
for an escape,” owner Brian 
Porter said. “Then he came 
back upstairs, my employee 
saw him from a distance 
and backed off afraid there 
were others inside. The sus-
pect jumped back through 
the window he broke and 
fled down 46th Avenue.”

There has not been an-
other break-in at LIC Bar 
but the owner is not taking 
any chances.

“I’m going to have to 
put in security gates now,” 
Porter said. “It’s really a 
shame because that was 
one of the charms along 
Vernon Boulevard, Folks 
didn’t need security gates 
before.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718.260.4538.

The LIC Bar on Vernon Boulevard is one of the five establishments targeted in a recent crime spree. 
Photo by Bill Parry

LIC restaurants targeted during crime spree

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
A long-shot Republican 

candidate who is challeng-
ing U.S. Rep. Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Astoria) has con-
sidered venturing into the 
world of reality TV.

Nick Di Iorio, 28, and 
his campaign manager, Joe 
Shippee, were approached 
by two Esquire Network 
producers interested in 
possibly starring the GOP 
hopeful in a new multi-
episode show, according to 
correspondences between 
Shipppee and the Federal 
Election Commission.

Shippee contacted 
the FEC shortly after 
the meeting to request 
permission to partici-
pate and get paid for the 
gig if Di Iorio was selected.

The young Republican 

“was one of the 
candidates ap-
proached because 
the show wants to 

feature two congressional 
candidates running in the 

districts where their odds 
of winning are very low,” 
Shippee said in a letter to 
the FEC.

“Nick appears to fit this 
description: He is running 
as a Republican in New York 
City,” Shippee added.

The show would film 
Di Iorio and Shippee going 
about their day-to-day tasks 
on the campaign between 
August and the Nov. 4 gen-
eral election and would 
provide a look into closed 
door meetings between the 
candidate and staff.

In a draft of an advisory 
opinion, the FEC said Di Io-
rio could participate in the 
show as long as no episodes 
would air before the election 
and neither he nor Shippee 
was paid for the venture.

The FEC was set to 

Congressional candidate Nick 
Di Iorio considers letting a 
reality film crew follow him 
around on the campaign. 

Photo courtesy Nick Di iorio

GOP hopeful mulls 
reality TV appearance

Elmhurst Hospital Cen-
ter, part of the New York 
City Health and Hospitals 
Corporation (HHC), in 
conjunction with the New 
York City Department 
of Parks & Recreation, 
hosted its first “Summer 
Sports Clinic” on Friday, 
July 18. The event encour-
aged children in the com-
munity to stay active and 
focused on their health, 
and highlight the dangers 
of childhood obesity. 

The event was held 
on Friday, July 18, at the 
Frank D. O’Connor Play-
ground, across the street 
from Elmhurst Hospital 
on Broadway between 
78th and 79th Streets in 
Queens.  Doctors and resi-
dents from the hospital’s 
Department of Pediatrics, 
along with sports coaches 
and instructors from NYC 
Parks, were on-site play-
ing with and instructing 
children ages 5-14 in bas-
ketball, soccer and volley-
ball. 

“By teaching our 
youngest New Yorkers to 
live healthy, active life-
styles, we leave a lasting 
legacy of well-being and we 
make an investment in the 
future health of our state.  
A healthy community is a 
vibrant community,” said 
Assembly Member Fran-
cisco Moya who sponsored 
the program and provided 
giveaways for the chil-
dren. “I am honored to be 
partnering with Elmhurst 
Hospital Center and the 
NYC Department of Parks 
and Recreation to spon-
sor this year’s Summer 
Sports Clinic. It was a day 
of fitness and fun for our 
Queens kids.”

“Playing in an orga-
nized sport is an important 
experience for children, 
where they can feel like 
part of a team and concur-
rently receive formal in-
struction,” said Dr. David 
Rhee, Residency Program 
Director at Elmhurst’s 
Department of Pediatrics. 
“As someone who grew 

up playing in Frank D. 
O’Connor Park, I am ex-
cited that our doctors had 
chance to participate in 
fun activities along with 
the children - outside of 
the sometimes intimidat-
ing setting of a hospital.”

 “I am pleased to have 
the new Summer Sports 
Clinic as part of NYC Parks’ 
ongoing efforts to cre-
ate a healthier, fitter New 
York City.  The borough of 
Queens is home to ten rec-
reation centers that host 
regular fitness program-
ming and a variety of ath-
letic amenities including 
pools, basketball courts, 
weight rooms, and much 
more,” said Queens Parks 
Commissioner Dorothy Le-
wandowski.  “Thank you to 
our partners at Elmhurst 
Hospital for supporting 
our commitment to young 
Queens residents, and to a 
healthier community.”

According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention, childhood and 
adolescent obesity has in-
creased severely in the past 
30 years. Childhood obesity 
often introduces serious 
adverse health effects, such 
as pre-diabetes, higher risk 
factors for cardiovascular 
disease, increased choles-
terol levels and high blood 
pressure in children. Some 

of New York City’s high-
est rates of obesity can be 
found in the neighborhoods 
of East Elmhurst, Jackson 
Heights, and Corona in 
Queens, all near or adja-
cent to Elmhurst Hospital. 

“This was an excellent 
opportunity for children 
to stay active while reduc-
ing risk factors that stems 
from being overweight 
and obese –– which can 
often lead to major health 
complications,” said Dr. 
Randi Wasserman, Di-
rector of Pediatrics at 
Elmhurst Hospital.

For more informa-
tion about the “Summer 
Sports Clinic,” Queens 
residents can contact 
Elmhurst Hospital Center 
at 718-334-5208.

Elmhurst Hospital Cen-
ter (EHC), part of the New 
York City Health and Hos-
pitals Corporation (HHC), 
is the major tertiary care 
provider in the borough 
of Queens.  The hospital is 
comprised of 545 beds and 
is a Level 1 Trauma Center, 
an Emergency Heart Care 
Station and a 911-Receiving 
Hospital.  It is a premiere 
health care organization 
for key areas such as Sur-
gery, Cardiology, Women’s 
Health, Pediatrics, Reha-
bilitation Medicine, and 
Renal and Mental Health 
Services.  Last year, EHC 
received close to 700,000 
ambulatory care visits and 
over 130,000 Emergency 
Room visits. 

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

HHC Elmhurst Hospital’s New 
“Summer Sports Clinic” 

Puts Focus on Childhood Obesity

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Continued on Page 46
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BY GABRIELLE PRUSAK

¡Excellente!
As promised, the Latino Cul-

tural Festival has returned to the 
Queens Theatre touting this year’s 
theme as“Extraordinary Women, 
Illuminated.”

“During the time to start plan-
ning for last year’s, it looked like 
the whole building was going to be 
closed over the summer,” Queens 
Theatre Managing Director Taryn 
Sacramone said. “It wasn’t some-
thing that we weren’t going to not 
be doing anymore, we were just go-
ing under construction.”

But it turned out the project 
never took place last year and still 
has not happened, so the theater de-
cided it was time to bring back the 
Latino Cultural Festival, which will 
run from July 29 through Aug. 3.  

The theme was thought up by 
Willy Mosquera, program director 
for the Latino Cultural Festival, 
and a co-worker of his.

They put together a group 

called Fernando’s Kitchen led by a 
woman who plays a South Ameri-
can instrument known as a cajón.

“I know this woman who 
sings in a cajon band, she’s really 
beautiful and we looked her up on 
YouTube,” Mosquera said. “I loved 
what I was looking at and hear-
ing.”

A cajón is a six-sided, box-
shaped percussion instrument 
from Peru that you slap with your 
hands, fingers or various imple-
ments such as brushes, mallets or 
sticks.

After the pair had lined up the 
band, Mosquera’s friend died sud-
denly of an asthma attack three 
days later. Mosquera decided to 
continue with the theme of women.

“This yearwomen are cen-
ter stage,” Sacramone said. “The 
performances will be incredibly 
diverse, created by amazing, tal-
ented, inspirational women.”

Mosquera did not want to lim-
it the program just to foreign and 
well-known musicians such as Fer-
nando’s Kitchen, who are from the 
United Kingdom, but to open it to 
local artists as well.

“Even if they’re from other 
countries, even if they’re not fa-
mous, why not give them a stage to 
expose their work?” Mosquera said.

One of the acts that will be 
playing at the festival, Cocomama, 
is a combination of diverse women 

TimesLedger, July 25-31, 2014

LATINO
FESTIVALFESTIVAL
BOUNCES BACK

Queens Theatre once 
again to host city’s 

hottest musical and 
cultural event after 
missing last year

 Sudoku 40
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Continued on Page 43
Colombian singer Andrea Tierra will perform at the Latino Cultural Festival at Queens Theatre with her 
husband Edmar Castañeda. Photo courtesy Queens Theatre
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Answers in Sports

PRODUCTIONS

World’s Fair Play Festival — 
Queens Theatre commissioned 
local, national and international 
playwrights to create 10 original, 
10-minute plays inspired by the 
1939 and 1964 World’s Fairs.
When: Friday, July 25, at 8 pm; 
Saturday, July 26, at 2 pm and 8 
pm and Sunday, July 27 at 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

“Fiddler on the Roof” — 
JABEN, USA, SuperNova 
Productions and The Josephine 
Foundation present the classic 
musical about traditions and a 
changing world. 
When: Through July 26
Where: Immaculate 
Conception Center Theater, 
72-00 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston
Cost: $25/general, $40/VIP seating
Contact: (516) 334-1536
Website: www.

thejosephinefoundation.org

“Summer Serenade” — 
Maggie’s Little Theater stages 
a musical revue to benefi t the 
renovation of St. Margaret 
Parish Hall.
When: Saturday, July 26 at 8 
pm and Sunday, July 27 at 2:30 
pm
Where: St. Margaret Parish Hall, 
66-05 79th Place, Middle Village
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors, 
$12/children 11 and under
Website: www.
maggieslittletheater.org

“Cymbeline” — Hip to Hip 
Theatre Co. opens its eighth 
season with Shakespeare’s play 
that combines tragedy, comedy 
and romance. The evening 
begins with a 30-minute Kids 
and the Classics program. 
When: Wednesday, Saturday, 
July 26, at 7 pm; Wednesday, 
July 30, at 7 pm; Friday, Aug. 1, 
at 7 pm
Where: July, 26 at St. Albans 
Park near Merrick and Linden 
boulevards, South Jamaica; July 
30 at Voelker Orth Museum, 149-
19 38th Ave., Jamaica; Aug. 1 at 

Sunnyside Gardens Park, 48-21 
39th Ave., Sunnyside
Cost: Free
Website: www.hiptohip.org

“Two Gentlemen of Verona” 
— Hip to Hip’s other production 
this summer is Shakespeare’s 
slapstick comedy about love, 
friendship, betrayal, forgiveness 
and a dog. The evening begins 
with a 30-minute Kids and the 
Classics program. 
When: Friday, July 25, at 7 pm; 
Thursday, July 31, at 7:30 pm
Where: July 25 at Lost Battalion 
Rec Center, 93-29 Queens Blvd. in 
Rego Park; July 31 at Cunningham 
Park, 73rd Avenue at the 
Clearview in Oakland Gardens
Cost: Free
Website: www.hiptohip.org

“Gypsy” — Based on the life of 
stripper Gypsy Rose Lee, this 
classic American musical by 
Stephen Sondheim, Jule Styne 
and Arthur Laurents includes a 
dozen Broadway standards. 
When: Through Aug. 3, Friday 
and Saturdays at 8 pm, Sundays 
at 3 pm
Where: Rockaway Theatre 
Co., Building T4, Fort Tilden, 
Rockaway
Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400

Continued on Page 44

$23.95

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

$25.95
 A  B  C

Stuffed Shells
Tortellini w/Meat Sauce

Ravioli
Baked Ziti

Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil

From
From B

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$26.95

1 of 3 Choices

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

1

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

Just when we thought 
we had encountered all 
the varied cooking styles 
of Thailand on offer in 
Queens, a new eatery comes 
along to burst our bubble.  

We’ve scarfed curries 
of the south, the sticky rice 
steamed in banana leaves 
of the north and even the 
slightly less ubiquitous 
larbs of Issan (northeast-
ern) kitchens.  We’ve 
gobbled Thailand’s most 
famous dish, pad Thai, 
many times, but without 
the slightest inkling that 
it derived from yet another 
example of Thai culinary 
inventiveness—boat noo-
dles.

Boat noodles were 
originally sold by hawk-
ers from boats floating 
in Bangkok’s former ex-
tensive network of canals 
(khlongs), hence the name.  

Boat noodles were served 
in small bite-sized bowls so 
the noodles wouldn’t spill 
out on the choppy canal.  In 
contemporary Thailand, 

this practice has trans-
lated into diners ordering 
multiple snack-sized bowls, 
and stacking them as they 
empty them.

So along comes this 
Astoria newcomer, Pye 
Boat Noodle, to introduce 

this treat to Queens.  
According to its Fa-

cebook page, “Pye in Thai 
means paddles, the es-
sential tools used to guide 
small wooden boat carry-
ing noodle soup along the 
canal of Thailand.” 

The eateries’ owners 
have decked out their digs 
to resemble an old bar in an 
old time Thai canal boat.  
Weather permitting, you 
can also slurp your noodles 
in the rear garden, accom-
panied by the gurgle of a 
fountain.

Pye has a full bar, in-
cluding some interesting 
Thai-themed cocktails.  

Snacks is the category 
that passes for starters 
here.  Two of them, dump-
lings filled with pork, 
shrimp and jicama, and 
taro rolls, filled with glass 
noodles and Chinese cab-
bage, were uninterestingly 
bland, saved only by their 
respective dipping sauces 
which would have been 
equally tasty on our fin-
gers.  A third, salted wings, 
fried, split mid-wing with 
spicy salt, got our atten-
tion.  They were the perfect 
crunchy, salty bar food, 

with a predictably incendi-
ary dipping sauce.

The draw here, is, 
without question, the boat 
noodles.  They are offered 
as a mix ‘n’ match of vari-
ous protein and broth com-
binations with a choice 
of rice, wide ribbon, or 
egg noodles or vermicelli.  
There is some flavor over-
lap between the beef and 
pork versions, as both come 
in intensely flavorful spicy 
sour broths redolent with 
cinnamon and star anise.  
They also come with boun-
cy chewy little meatballs of 
indeterminate provenance 
in addition to slices of the 
advertised meat.  Both go 
best with rice noodles.

Prefer your noodles 
dry, or at least not in broth?  
Again, it’s mix ‘n’ match, 
this time with choices of veg-
etable or tofu available for 
non-meat eaters.  Our plate-

Book passage with Astoria’s newest Thai restaurant
Pye Boat Noodles captures the South Asian fl avors from Bangkok’s network of fl oating kitchens

IF YOU GO
Pye Boat Noodle

35-13 Broadway, Astoria
(718) 685-2329
Price Range: 
Cuisine: Thai boat noodle
Setting: Faux Thai retro 
canal boat
Service: Friendly young staff
Hours: Open seven days: 
11:30 a.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Reservations: No
Alcohol: Full bar
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual 
Children: Welcome
Music: No
Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: All
Noise level: Acceptable
Handicap accessible: Yes

The squid prik khing curry mixes calamari rings, beans, rice and a 
fried egg in a spicy-citrus sauce at Pye Boat Noodles. 

Photo by Suzanne Parker

Continued on Page 43

Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner 

and the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza with the purchase of an entree

Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

THURSDAYS
HALF PRICE 

BOTTLE OF WINE
Choose from any bottle on our list

Open Tuesday through Saturday, Noon to 10 pm
Sunday, Noon to 9 pm

21-64 Utopia Parkway
Whitestone, NY
(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.comPIZZERIA

$7.50 LUNCH MENU!
Tuesday–Friday 12pm–5:30pm 

SOUP AND SIDE HOUSE SALAD

ENTRÉE SALADS:

PASTA

FLATBREAD SANDWICH & SIDE HOUSE SALAD

SMALL PIZZA & SODA

20% OFF CATERING!
FREE DELIVERY
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BY MERLE EXIT

Perhaps you are not familiar 
with the name Chuck Jones, but 
you likely are well versed in his 
animated legacy encompassing 
Bugs Bunny, Porky Pig, the Road 
Runner and Wile E. Coyote.

Back in the 1950s it was com-
mon to view two cartoons at a 
movie theater prior to the main at-
traction.  These shorts were made 
to be viewed on the big screen.

Now, the Museum of the Mov-
ing Image is giving the public the 
chance to watch these cartoons 
and to go behind the scenes of 
these characters in an exhibition 
sure to give audience members a 
“Chuck-le.”

“What’s Up Doc? The Anima-
tion of Chuck Jones” explores the 
highlights of his career divided 
into seven categories ranging 
from creating characters and 
directing animated shorts to de-
veloping memorable bits in his 
films. 

In 1949, Chuck Jones created 
the characters Wile E. Coyote and 
the Road Runner for the cartoon 
“Fast and Furry-ous.” Jones was 
inspired by author Mark Twain’s 
description of the coyote as “a 
long, slim, sick and sorry skel-
eton” that is “a living breathing 
allegory of Want. He is always 
hungry.”  

The characters represent the 
purest expression of his approach 
to screen comedy. Each of these 
cartoons is a series of visual gags, 
with no dialogue, except for the 
Road Runner’s occasional “Beep, 
Beep.” 

“The difference between a 
laugh and no laugh,” Jones said, 
“is only one frame.” 

Jones also developed a set of 
rules for the dueling desert duo:  
“The Road Runner cannot harm 
the coyote except for going ‘Beep, 
Beep.’ No outside force can harm 
the coyote — only his own inepti-
tude or the failure of Acme prod-
ucts. The coyote could stop any-
time — if he were not a fanatic. 
Whenever possible, make gravity 
the coyote’s greatest enemy. The 
coyote is always more humiliated 
than harmed by his failures.”

In 1938 Warner Bros. direc-
tor Ben “Bugs” Hardaway cre-
ated a rabbit character for the 
film, “Porky’s Hare Hunt.”  For 

Bug’s next appearance character 
designer Charles Thorton made 
a model sheet and referred to the 
rabbit as “Bugs Bunny.”  This 
bunny was screwball, antic and 
cute. Two of Chuck Jones’ early 
cartoons featured this proto-
Bugs.

“What’s Opera Doc?” re-
leased in 1957 is widely consid-
ered Jones’s magnum opus. It 
condenses Wagner’s Ring Cycle 
— 14 hours of opera — into a sev-
en-minute cartoon, and elevates 
the classic Bugs Bunny-running-
from-Elmer Fudd story into a ma-
jestic drama. It parodies the use 

of classical music in Disney’s 1940 
feature “Fantasia” and its humor 
comes not from “gags” but the in-
congruity of the characters’ per-
sonalities in the setting. Produc-
tion took longer than any other 
cartoon Jones made for Warner 
Bros. 

Many of the exhibits have an 
accompaniment monitor showing 
either full length or excerpts from 
a cartoon such as “One Froggy 
Evening” about a dancing and 
singing frog who performs for one 
man but is still when in front of 
an audience.   There are 23 films 
to enjoy. 

A middle area of the exhibit 
features a room with bean bags 
and leveled seating showing a se-
lection of Chuck Jones’s greatest 
films with introductory remarks 
to each selection by John Lasseter, 
co-founder of Pixar Animation.  

Barbara Miller, the curator 
of the exhibition, had to figure 
out how to tell the story, delin-
eate the sections and what part to 
highlight. 

“We had to look at the avail-
able material as well the whole 
trajectory of what Chuck Jones 
is,” Miller said. “Aside from the 
known cartoons, Chuck made ani-
mated public service films during 
WW II that are worth viewing.”

“This exhibition is such a de-
light.” Linda Jones Clough, Jones’ 
daughter, said.  “It’s overwhelm-
ing and absolutely wonderful. We 
want people to be inspired to find 
their own creativity.”  

You can enjoy a Saturday 
matinee of classic cartoons from 
Jones’ personal collection and the 
Academy archive until Jan. 19.  

Each weekend’s program will 
be different. Check movingimage.
us for the complete schedule. In 
addition there will be animation 
takeover in the drop-in studio. 
Working with museum educa-
tors, children will be able to make 
their own media projects.  

EVENTS

Thunderbird American Indian 
Mid-Summer PowWow — More 
than 40 Indian nations are 
represented at this three-
day Native American dance 

New art exhibition asks ‘What’s up Doc?’
Astoria’s Museum of the Moving Image examines the creations of animator Chuck Jones

IF YOU GO
What’s Up Doc? The Animation 
Art of Chuck Jones 

When: Through Jan. 19, 2015
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave, Astoria 
Contact: (718) 777-6800
Website: www.movingimage.us

A still of Bugs Bunny and Elmer Fudd in Chuck Jones’ 1957 classic cartoon “What’s Opera Doc?” is part of a new exhibit at 
the Museum of the Moving Image. Photo courtesy of Warner Bros.

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

competition. 
When: Friday, July 25 to 
Sunday, July 27
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Parkway, Glen Oaks
Cost: $10/adults per day, $15/

adults weekend pass, $5/
children 12 and under per day, 
$7/children weekend pass
Contact: (718) 347-3276
Website: www.queensfarm.org

Arts, Culture & Fun — Join 
Queens Museum’s Jason Yoon 
on a tour of Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park as he describes 
the history, sculptures and 
architecture of the park.
When: Friday, July 25, 11 am - 1 pm
Where: Al Oerter Recreation 
Center, 131-40 Fowler Ave., 
Flushing
Cost: Free

Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Sandcastle Contest — The 
Urban Park Rangers sponsor 
the 20th annual contest. Bring 
a bucket and tools. Prizes in all 
age categories.
When: Sunday, July 27, from 
noon to 2 pm
Where: Beach 117th Street, 
Rockaway Park
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

MUSIC

Beatles Concert at the Beach 

— All you need is love to enjoy 
the sounds from this Beatles 
tribute band. 
When: Friday, June 25, at 7 pm
Where: Beach 108th Street 
Hockey Rink, Rockaway Beach
Cost: Free
Website; www.nycgovparks.
org

Warm Up 2014 — MoMA PS 1 
weekly outdoor music series 
continues.
When: Saturday, July 26, 
from 3 pm to 9 pm, doors 
open at noon
Where: MoMA PS 1, 22-25 

Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $18/advance, $20/at door
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

Music in the Garden — Violinist 
Alicia Svigals, considered the 
world’s foremost Klezmer 
fi ddler, performs. 
When: Sunday, July 27, at 6:15 
pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Gardens, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 886-3800

Continued on Page 44
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Across
1. Without delay, for short
5. Buttonholes, usually
10. Epiphany figures
14. Chutzpah
15. Fortuneteller's card
16. Skelton's Kadiddlehopper
17. To___(exactly)
18. French romance
19. Eyesore
20. Arlington pitcher ?
23. "O Sole ___"
24. Alpine orphan of literature
25. Hoss-drawn vehicle
26. Election winners
27. Reply: Abbr.
28. Court ploy
31. Hardly Mr. Nice Guy
33. Go back (to)
36. Kiss
37. Popular game on TV
40. Look over
42. In the direction of
43. Body work?
46. Hot springs
47. Compass doodle
50. Decide
51. Mimics
54. Humdrum
56. Colorado Indian
57. A no-no when driving
60. Goodyear product
62. In the boondocks
63. Hipbones
64. Fifty-fifty
65. "Alas and ___!"
66. Word of warning
67. Cincinnati nine
68. Eye sores
69. Breakfast staple

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

July 25-31, 2014

By Ed Canty

Ritter & Others

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

S A S S F L A T G M T
I G L O O L A V E T R I O
G R A N D J U R O R R A N T
H A W A I I D I S T A N C E

T U B A D E R I D E
L I G A M E N T R U N T
O R R S T O P S E E D S
C O A S T E R A S E T U P
I N N E R D O P E O A R

D E E D S U D D E N L Y
A F R A I D A G A R

T W O E D G E D E M B L E M
B A R S G R A N D P I A N O
A R K S E M I T S U M O S
R E S R A S H M A S T

Down
1. First name in mysteries
2. Shiny fabric
3. "Dynasty" cigarillo smoker
4. Beg
5. Christmas tree topper
6. Tibetan priest
7. Driving needs
8. Like some luck
9. Fishing spot
10. 1,400, to Caesar
11. Can type
12. Spring signs
13. Levies, as a tax
21. Proctor ___ appliances
22. Highball ingredient
29. Lab eggs
30. Superlative
32. Lying, maybe
33. Monthly expense

34. Pi follower
35. Pulls
37. Well-worn
38. Once around the track
39. Olive ___ (army uniforms)
40. Plumper
41. Type of audience
44. Meal starter
45. Met productions
47. Like clocks with hands
48. Afire
49. The Gipper's grippers
52. Jump for joy
53. Leave the straight and narrow
55. Line to the audience
58. Riot spray
59. Fraternal fellows
61. Naval rank: Abbr

SPECTACULAR

ful of kee mao with shrimp 
was mostly stir fried broad 
noodles topped with a scat-
tering of few intact shrimp, 
assorted veggies, and 
graced with a lovely strand 
of green peppercorns.  The 
noodles turn the burn into 
a pleasing afterglow.

The last category of 
mains is over rice.  We 
opted for squid prik khing 
curry, a dry preparation 
with long bean, long hot 

chili and the kind of lime 
leaves whose name it is 
no longer PC to mention.  
If you are wondering, we 
recently learned that “kaf-
fir” is equivalent to the 
“n-word” in post colonial 
Southeast Asia.  Makrut 
lime is becoming the ac-
ceptable replacement.  The 
accompanying mound of 
rice was crowned with a 
deep fried egg.  This beau-
tifully balanced curry lit-
erally danced in our mouth 
with its brightness.  

As of our visit, Pye 
Boat Noodle was not serv-

ing dessert, but was consid-
ering the possibility in the 
future.  In the meantime, as-
suage your sweet tooth with 
a Thai iced coffee or tea.

The Bottom Line

Think of Pye Boat 
Noodle if you crave some-
thing different and deli-
cious.  It makes the perfect 
I-know-this-cute-litt le -
place cheap date.  It com-
bines affordability, fun 
atmosphere, and yummy 
exotic food.  

Pyeboat
Continued from Page 41

formed in New York.
“We are a group of 

international women 
from different parts of the 
world,” said co-founder 
Mayra Casales.

The band consists of 
women not only from the 
United States but from 
Cuba, France and Israel. 
Casales likes to think of 
the band as a salsa/Cuban/
world music band.

Cocomama was 
formed spontaneously. The 
100 Woman of Hispanic 
Society had called Casales 
asking if she could get a 
group of women to perform 
at a breakfast for Michael 
Bloomberg when he was 
running for mayor.  Casa-
les was able to get a couple 
women, including herself, 
to perform at the break-
fast.

“It was going to be a 
one-day thing of an all-wom-
an band,” she recalled.

But after they sang at 
the breakfast, they were 
asked when the group was 
available to play for other 
gigs.

“I said, ‘Listen, you 
guys, I think we might have 
something here,’” Casales 
said.

So from then on, Co-
comama was officially 
formed. Over the years, 
Cocomama has changed 
faces, but Casales said it is 
now a real, true band. The 

members are now work-
ing on their second album, 
to be released either at the 
end of July or the begin-
ning of August. It and other 
merchandise is available at 
cocomomamamusic.com.

Cocomama feels hon-
ored to be able to play for 
the Latino Cultural Festi-
val.

“This is what we are 
all about, spreading the 
word of all these cultures 
in our band,” Casales said. 
“The music brings those 
cultures together.”

They will be perform-
ing July 30 at 8 p.m.

There will also be a va-
riety of acts such as Glam-
our Tango, an all-woman 
dance group; Mariachi 
Flor de Toloache, the only 
all-female mariachi band 

in New York; Caperucita 
Roja or “Little Red Riding 
Hood”; and a one-woman 
monologue.

But this year the festi-
val is missing one thing it 
has always had.

“Every year we’ve 
[shown] films, but this year 
we didn’t have time,” Mos-
quera said. “It would have 
been a lot more work and 
we needed more time, but 
next year we might go back 
to that.”

“I want to put a little 
bit of everything, not just 
music. I like to give people 
a little variety of every-
thing,” he said.

“I know it was missed 
last year, so we’re excited 
to bring it back with such 
a strong lineup of artists,”  
Sacramone said.

IF YOU GO
Latino Cultural Festival

When: July 29 to Aug. 3
Where: Queens Theatre, 
14 United Nations Ave. 
South, Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Cost: $14-$30/single 
tickets, $75/any three 
shows, $125/any six shows
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org

LATINO 
FESTIVAL

Continued from Page 39

The group Cocomama is set to perform at the Latino Cultural Festival 
July 30. Singer Johanna Castañeda, who’s from Bogota, Colombia, 
will take the stage as part of the 2014 festival in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park.  Photos courtesy Queens Theatre
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Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

SummerStage Kids Presents: 
Beatz Science — Camille 
Gainer, aka Beatz Science, 
shows off her drumming 
prowess. 
When: Monday, July 28, at 10:30 
am
Where: Rochdale Park, Guy R. 
Brewer Boulevard and 137th 
Avenue, Rochdale
Cost: Free
Website: www. nycgovparks.
org
 
Mike Delgidice and Big Shot 
— A Billy Joel tribute band 
performs.
When: Thursday, July 31, at 
7:30 pm
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell in Forest Park, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Astoria’s Waterfront Concert 
Series — A tribute to Motown.
When: Thursday, July 31, at 
7:30 pm
Where: Astoria Park Lawn, 
Astoria

Arts
Continued from Page 42

Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

FILM

Summer Movie Night — The 
New York Restoration Project 
screens “Free Willy.”
When: Tuesday, July 29, at 8 pm
Where: Beach 17th Street and 
the Boardwalk, Rockaway Beach
Cost: Free
Website; www.nycgovparks.
org

Outdoor Cinema 2014 at 
Socrates — The international 
fi lm festival presents “Viola” from 
Argentina. The evening begins with 
musical and dance performances. 
When: Wednesday, July 30, at 
7 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

DANCE

Dancing Under the Stars
When: Wednesdays, through 
July 30, from 7 pm - 8:30 pm 
Where: Little Bay Park, Cross 
Island Parkway near the 

Clearview Expressway
Cost: Free
Northeast Queens Parks holds 
weekly ballroom dancing 
lessons. At the July 30 fi nale, a 
live band will perform.

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu dance 
popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 11; 
6:30 pm workshop for all ages 
12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

Free Line Dance Lessons 
— Free line dance lessons 
given by professional dance 
instructor, Bernardo, every 
Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

KIDS & FAMILY

The Amazing Captain Faust 
— Watch this slight-of-hand 

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

illusionist amaze children and 
adults alike. 
When: Saturday, July 26, at 2 
pm and 4 pm
Where: Carousel in Forest Park, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

A Morning of Music with 
Darlene Graham — Graham 
performs folk music and 
remixes of children’s songs. 
When: Thursday, July 31, at 
10:30 am
Where: Alley Pond Park, 
76th Avenue and Springfi eld 
Boulevard, Oakland Gardens
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-In 
Program for Families — On 
the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore the 
galleries and then spend time 
in the education room making 
art. Educators will be on hand 
to discuss gallery connections, 
introduce materials and assist 
in art making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/includes 
museum admission and 
materials
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Rockaway! Exhibit from MoMA 
PS 1 — A public arts festival 
sponsored by the Jamaica Bay-
Rockaway Parks Conservancy 
to celebrate the reopening 
of Fort Tilden and recognize 
the ongoing recovery of the 
Rockaway peninsula. 
When: Through Sept. 1
Where: Rockaway Beach Surf Club, 
302 Beach 87th St. and Fort Tilden

Cost: Free
Website: www.momaps1.org

Richard Dupont: Object 
Ritual — Dupont works include 
experiments with digital 
scanning and 3D printings using 
his body as the subject. 
When: Through Nov. 16
Where: Queens Museum at 
Bulova Corp. Center, 75-20 
Astoria Blvd., Jackson Heights
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.
org

Year of Brazil: Art of South 
America — The Godwin-
Ternbach Museum highlights 
South American artworks from 
its permanent collection. 
When: Through August
Where: The Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum at Queens College 
Klapper Hall, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., Flushing 
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/
godwin_ternbach

13 Most Wanted Men: Andy 
Warhol and the 1964 World’s 
Fair — Created for the World’s 
Fair, Warhol’s 13 paintings 
were covered with silver paint 
the night before the open 
ceremony. Nine of the 13 prints 
Warhol made from the original 
screens, plus 175 other Warhol 
objects are on display.
When: Through Sept. 7
Where: Queens Museum, New 
York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $8/suggested adults, 
$4/suggested seniors and 
students, Free/children under 12
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.
org

COMEDY
Open Mic at Rapture Lounge 

— All musicians, poets, writers, 
singers-songwriters, comedians 
and performance artists are 
welcome. Sign-up at 8 pm.
When: Mondays, 8:30 pm to 
10 pm
Where: Rapture Lounge, 34-27 
28th Ave., Astoria
Cost: No cover, $10 minimum
Contact: (718) 626-8044
Website: www.rapturelounge.
com

Astoria Comedy All Stars — Ben 
Rosenfeld hosts fi ve different 
comics each week. Comics range 
from underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. The 
show is absolutely free, no cover 
charge and no drink minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.com/
blog/archives/astoria_comedy_
all_stars

The Regulars Comedy Show 
— Every Wednesday night New 
York’s up-and-coming and 
already arrived comedians 
hang out and tell jokes at The 
Creek & The Cave.
When: Wednesdays, 10 pm
Where: The Creek & The Cave, 10-
93 Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 706-8783
Website: www.creeklic.com

Queen’s Secret Improv Club 
— On Friday nights, teams 
perform seven improvisation 
comedy sets on the half-hour. 
Tickets are good for all seven 
shows.
When: Fridays, 7:30 pm to 11 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $5/good for all or any of 
the seven performances
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Bye, Bye Birdie” — The Tony 
award-winning musical parodies 
the mania surrounding the 
drafting of Elvis into the U.S. Army, 
and includes the classic show 
tunes “Kids” and “Put on a Happy 
Face.”
When: Aug. 8 to Aug. 17, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday 
at 3 pm
Where: Aug. 8 and Aug 9 at 
Glendale/Maspeth United 
Methodist Church, 66-14 Central 

Ave., Glendale; Aug. 10, Aug. 
16 and Aug. 17 at Community 
United Methodist Church, 
75-27 Metropolitan Ave. Middle 
Village.
Cost: $18/adults, $15/children 
12 and under, $15/seniors on 
Sunday matinees only
Contact: (718) 894-8654
Website: www.jcplayers.com

“Godspell” — This pre-”Wicked” 
Stephen Schwartz musical is 
based on the Book of Matthew 
from the New Testament. 
When: Aug. 8 to Aug. 17, 
Wednesdays - Saturdays at 8 
pm, Sundays at 2 pm
Where: St. Gregory Theatre 
Group, Gregorian Hall, 244-44 

87th Ave., Bellerose
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors 
and $7/children
Contact: (718) 989-2451
Website: www.sgtg.org

Theatre By the Bay’s One 
Act Plays Festival — A public 
reading of original plays. 
Complimentary refreshments 
will be served.
When: Sunday, Aug. 10, at 1 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Garden 
Jewish Center, 13-00 209th St., 
Bayside
Cost: $10/cash only
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.
theatrebythebayny.com

Theater
Continued from Page 40
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

OFF THE HOOK THE HOME OF EURO-SOUL CUISINET

TO BE FEATURED IN OUR GUIDE TO DINING CALL FOR INFORMATION: 718.260.4521
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Weprin returned a 
$1,375 contribution from 
Steel Equities, a company 
involved with the remodel-
ing of a Little Neck ware-
house neighbors have 
spurned, but he kept a 
$1,375 donation from an ex-
ecutive of E. Gluck, which 
is moving onto the site.

Crowley’s campaign 
benefited from several con-
struction firms and labor 
organizations, with a man 
from Local 3 of the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Elec-

trical Workers bundling 
$750 for her planned 2017 
run. She sits on the Civil 
Service and Labor Commit-
tee.

“She is also a proud 
card carrying member of 
the Building Trades, so 
her base of support should 
be of no surprise,” Crowley 
spokesman Javier Lacayo 
wrote in an e-mail.

Many of the top in-
dividual investors in 
Ferreras’ campaign hail 
from Brooklyn, including 
Brooklyn Nets investor and 
Russian-American Ahron 
Hersh. Ferreras chairs the 
Council’s Committee on Fi-

nance and is a member of 
its Consumer Affairs and 
Economic Development 
committees.

The largest donations 
funneled into Vallone’s cam-
paign were smaller than 
those pocketed by his col-
leagues, with his top backer, 
a Columbia University di-
rector, pitching in $1,750.

Van Bramer’s commit-
tee contains $14,000 trans-
ferred from the remains of 
his 2013 war chest.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 5 

City pols

“Appropriate docu-
mentation, properly man-
aged and maintained, 
would increase account-
ability as well as help 
mitigate and manage such 
risk,” the audit concluded. 
“The absence of such evi-
dence could potentially 
jeopardize DHS’s ability to 
claim reimbursement for 
the provision of emergency 
services.”

When asked how DHS 
oversaw emergency con-
tracts, the agency turned 
over a 69-page handbook 
written for providers that 
included two paragraphs 
on emergency contracts, 
FEMA guidelines and a 
payment checklist for ordi-
nary contracts.

DHS committed to ex-
pand its contingency plan-
ning documents in a re-
sponse to the audit.

“DHS agrees ... and 
going forward will develop 
and implement clearly de-

fined policies and operating 
procedures to address the 
oversight and monitoring 
of emergency contracts,” 
the agency wrote.

Stringer’s probe said 
many managers described 
in interviews site visits, 
discussions with vendors 
and other oversight work, 
but diary logs, observation 
notes and other related doc-
uments were scarce.

The agency had a daily 
census for one contract on 
record, when five contracts 
required this. Similarly, 
mandatory weekly reports 
were not available for sev-
eral contracts.

DHS said managers 
monitored contracts and 
kept documents in ac-
cordance with FEMA re-
quirements, but agreed to 
establish standard docu-
mentation protocols.

In some cases, the au-
dit found managers signed 
invoices without adequate-
ly verifying that the goods 
and services charged for 
were provided and that 
DHS had not yet paid for 

them.
As a result, the city 

paid $28,000 to Women in 
Need after its contract had 
elapsed and the agency’s 
own audit forced it to disal-
low $400 given to the Ridge-
wood Bushwick Senior Cit-
izen Center for erroneous 
holiday pay, according to 
the comptroller’s audit.

In response, DHS said 
managers are not charged 
with assessing the validity 
of invoices, but instead rely 
on certificates from the 
contracted organizations 
for evidence of the scope 
of goods and services pro-
vided.

Auditors disputed the 
idea that the city can trust 
self-reported information.

“They are not an inde-
pendent verification,” the 
audit said. “These certifi-
cates are merely represen-
tations made by the provid-
ers themselves.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 5 

Shelter

Family
QUEENS August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

vote on the draft Wednes-
day morning, but Shippee 
withdrew his request be-
fore the commission met to 
consider it. 

Di Iorio’s campaign re-
leased a statement Tuesday 
evening saying that while 
several producers did ap-
proached Di Iorio about the 
possibility of filming him in 

a reality show, the campaign 
has not received any show 
proposals from a network.

“The campaign never 
actively sought out reality-
based media opportunities 
and is not seeking out real-
ity-based media opportuni-
ties,” Shippee said.

Di Iorio is running on 
the Republican, Conserva-
tive and Independence party 
lines in District 12, which 
includes most of Astoria and 
Long Island City, as well as 

parts of Sunnyside, Brook-
lyn and Manhattan.

The first-time candi-
date faces an uphill battle to 
unseat Maloney in the heav-
ily Democratic district. She 
was first elected in 1992 and 
is seeking her 12th consecu-
tive term in office.

Maloney trounced her 
last Republican challenger 
in 2012 with more than 70 
percent of the vote.

Continued from Page 38 

Dilorio
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A new walking tour for 
foodies made its debut in 
Long Island City last week.

The two founders of the 
company hope it is the first 
of many locations around 
the borough known for its 
diversity.

“You hear that word all 
the time when people speak 
of Queens these days,” Rich-
ard Mumith said. “Well, with 
diversity comes the cuisine, 
and my partner and I were 
tired of seeing Manhattan 
and Brooklyn take the culi-
nary lead in the city.”

Mumith, a public re-
lations guru, and Sergey 
Kadinsky, a licensed tour 
guide and staffer for City 
Councilwoman Karen Ko-
slowitz (D-Forest Hills), 
teamed up to start Local 
Finds: Queens Food Tours.

The two lifelong 
Queens natives offer a 
three-hour walking tour 
through Long Island City 
every Sunday morning.

Along with a $56 tick-
et, children under 12 can go 
for $44, tourists get to taste 
samples from six restau-
rants along the route.

“We chose six very dif-
ferent establishments that 

don’t compete against each 
other. On top of the samples, 
each visitor receives dis-
count coupons so they re-
turn for a full meal,” Mumith 
said. “We’ve been welcomed 

with open arms by the res-
taurants and we don’t just 
highlight a popular restau-
rant but the story behind the 
establishment and its place 
in the community.”

Manducatis Rustica, 
Woodbines, Sweetleaf, Alo-
bar, Rockaway Brewing Co. 
and the Sage General Store 
have all signed on with the 
tour agency.

“This current walking 
tour gives each participant 
the experience of LIC’s bur-
geoning food scene plus a 
feel of the neighborhood’s 
history, architecture and 

culture,” Mumith said. 
“And people will leave the 
tour full and satisfied from 
the food and drink.”

All customers receive 
an exclusive brochure that 
features a map of the neigh-
borhood, a list of attrac-
tions, including museums 
and galleries and recom-
mendations for other res-
taurants and things to do 
in Long Island City.

He said that the tour 
is getting positive feedback 
even before the marketing 
campaign has fully set in. 
They also have expansion 
in their plans.

“We’re going to add the 
wonderful Asian cuisine of 
Flushing and within a few 
months of that we’ll start a 
tour in the Rockaways be-
cause they’re still feeling the 
effects from Hurricane Sandy 
and the tour should help their 
business,” Mumith said.

The two partners spent 
a year preparing for Local 
Finds: Queens Food Tours’ 
roll-out.

“We covered every 
corner of the borough so 
we could figure out which 
tours would be the most 
popular,” Mumith said. 
“You can tell because I’m 
80 pounds heavier now.”

Long Island City’s movable feast debuts



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
ULY 25–31, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
49

TL

and was awarded a spot on 
the influential House Bud-
get Committee in 1983.

Ferraro served three 
terms in the House before 
Walter Mondale asked 
her to be on his ticket for 
the 1984 general election 
against then-President 
Ronald Reagan.

In addition to showing 
some of Ferraro’s greatest 
triumphs, the film, which 
was directed and produced 
by Zaccaro, documented 
some of the more turbulent 
points in the Queens politi-
cian’s campaign for the vice 
presidency.

“I couldn’t shy away 
from the difficult things,” 
Zaccaro said. “People loved 
my mother or they really 
didn’t love my mother.”

Ferraro came under 
attack from the Catholic 
Church, to which she be-
longed, sending picketers 
to jeer at her because of her 
pro-choice stance during 
the campaign.

“It was very, very diffi-
cult for her,” Zaccaro said. 
“She was very hurt by the 
fact the church attacked 
her the way it  did because 
her faith was something 
that was very strong.”

Questions about her 
husband’s tax returns and 
finances also dogged Fer-
raro and snagged some of 
her momentum.

Reagan went on to 
trounce Mondale and Fer-
raro by winning every 
state except for Minnesota  
and garnering more than 
58  percent of the popular 
vote.

While her bid was 
ultimately unsuccessful, 

Ferraro had gone farther 
than any other woman had 
before.

“Even though they 
lost, the campaign had tre-
mendous impact because 
she was a credible candi-
date,” Zaccaro said. “Peo-
ple could see her being vice 
president or president even 
if they didn’t vote for her, so 
that caused a shift in what 
this country thought was 
possible for women.”

Ferraro’s political ca-
reer petered out with two 
unsuccessful runs for U.S. 
Senate, but she remained 
active in politics, working 
on Hillary Clinton’s presi-
dential primary campaign 
in 2008.

“If it were not for wom-
en like Geraldine Ferraro, 
there is no way I would be 
the borough president to-
day,” Borough President 
Melinda Katz said at the 
screening. “So I owe her a 
great amount of gratitude.”

Zuccaro said her moth-
er was disappointed there 
had not been another wom-
an nominated to the vice 
presidency in the 24 years 
between her bid and that of 
Sarah Palin in 2008.

“She actually was 
happy that Sarah Palin was 
nominated or that another 
woman was nominated to 
another party,” Zuccaro 
said. “She disagreed with 
her on everything and I 
think she would have liked 
her to have been more of a 
credible candidate.”

Ferraro died in 2011 
after a struggle with mul-
tiple myeloma, never hav-
ing seen a woman win the 
presidency.

“A big regret was that 
she didn’t see a woman 
elected president and she 
thought Hillary would 
make a great president,” 
Zuccaro said. “It will be an 
achievement of my mother’s 
dream. It’ll be the next step 
in the work that she did.”

Zuccaro said she hopes 
her film can be an educa-
tional tool in schools across 
the country to inform peo-
ple about who her mother 
was and to show girls and 
women what they are ca-
pable of doing.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Ferrraro

Donna Zaccaro (c.) takes questions about her film at a screen-
ing at St. John’s University with Hersh Parekh (l.), president of 
the Queens County Young Democrats, and Brian Browne, as-
sistant vice president for government relations at SJU. 

Photo courtesy SJU

       MSI-U 

The Ugly Face of
D e p r e s s i o n

The Ugly Face of
D e p r e s s i o n

Not Seeing Results from your Antidepressant?
If you’ve tried treatment for depression and found that it didn’t help enough, 
you may be interested to know that doctors in your area are conducting a 
research study with an investigational, add-on anti-depressant medication. If 
you are 21-70 years of age, you may be eligible to receive evaluation of your 
depression with our Board Certified physician, study medication or placebo, 
and visits to our private clinic, all at no cost. Please call for more information. 

(212) 595-5012
The Medical Research Network, LLC

134 E. 93rd St, NY, NY 10128    www.MedicalResearchNetwork.com

Almost 

NJ Star Productions 
PROUDLY PRESENTS
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Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE 
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,  
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

SANDRA DIAZ
Located near the Verrazano Bridge in Bay Ridge Brooklyn   
347-251-7423   www.diazestudio.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS 
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or  
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS 
4255 Amboy Road, Staten Island, NY  10308

(718) 605-3274

316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ  07095

(732) 750-1174  ultfash@optonline.net

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
718 698-4859  www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
BAY RIDGE MANOR 
476 76th St., Brooklyn (718) 748–8855,  
www.bayridgemanor.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT 
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS  
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,  
www.elcaribecaterers.com

GIACOMO’S TRATTORIA 
7902 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 439–6993,  
www.facebook.com/GiacomosWoodFiredPizza 

GLEN TERRACE 
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GREENHOUSE CAFE 
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200, 
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO 
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaruant.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL 
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn  (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB 
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island 
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

NEW YORK CITY EVENTS 
Contact Dyker Beach Golf Course  
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf 
Course at (718) 885–1258 x 229,   
www.nycevents.americangolf.com

SIRICO’S  
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900, 
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island  
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 www.theparadisecateringhall.com

DUE PONTI
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd. Whitestone, NY 11357
718-767-3100  www.dueponti-ristorant.com

FLUSHING TOWN HALL
137-35 Northern Blvd. Flushing NY 11354
()718) 463-7700  www.flushingtownhall.org

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11355
(718) 886-3800 X 201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

Lodging
HOUSE ON THIRD BED & BREAKFAST
422 Third Street, Park Slope, Brooklyn, NY
(718) 788-7171   www.houseon3st.com

Entertainment
E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT 
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
FLORAL FANTASY 
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or 
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST 
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or  
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS 
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

13TH AVENUE FLORIST 
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088, 
13thaveflorist@gmail.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204

(718) 256-7434 www.18thaveflowers.com

Jewelry
TIVOLI JEWELERS 
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens,
New York
Phone: +1-718-339-4653 Fax: +1-718-975-0952
Email: info@cashforgoldbk.com
See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/location-2
See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

OKG JEWELRY
248-25 Northern Blvd., Little Neck, NY  718-423-2526 
www.okgjewelry.com   Like Us on Facebook  

Open Tuesday - Saturday

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION 
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

RJ’S LIMOUSINES 
3285 Sunrise Hwy., Wantagh  (516) 221–3040
www.rjlimos.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd.,  Staten island (718) 351-7273 
www.rddlimos.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY 
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949, 

www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO 
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill  

(888) 400–2738 or (718) 504–1970,  

www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS 
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 AVE.   718 748 2200

PILO ARTS SALON 
8412 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  
www.piloarts.com

SALON MALAVE 
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720 
www.salonmalave.com 

AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
718 979 9000  www.afbennett.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S. 
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,  
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE 
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,  
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO 
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR 
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA 
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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So which teams were 

the best of the best?
TimesLedger News-

papers sports editor Jo-
seph Staszewski makes his 
picks as he ranks the Top 10 
Queens high school teams 
regardless of sport.

The squads are select-
ed keeping in mind their 
level of dominance in their 
sport, the level and difficul-
ty of any title won, the his-
toric nature of the season 
and quality of their overall 
year.

Here is how the teams 
stacked up:

1. Christ the King 

boys’ basketball (25-6)

The Royals top this 
list for the second straight 
year and rightfully so. The 
Middle Village squad took 
home a second straight 
state Federation Class AA 
title and became the first 
team to win four CHSAA 
city championships in five 
years since St. Francis 
Prep back in the ’50s. CK, 
unlike years past, did it all 
as an underdog.

2. Benjamin Cardozo 

baseball (21-2)

A victory over Totten-
ville at Yankee Stadium 
completed Cardozo’s unex-
pected run to its first PSAL 
‘A’ baseball title since 1988. 
The Judges had to beat de-
fending champion Telecom 
in the quarterfinals and 
rallied from a game down 
to top George Washington 
in the semis. They did it 
behind senior leaders Keith 
Rogers and Chris Camp-
bell.

3. St. Francis Prep 

girls’ volleyball (16-0)

St. Francis Prep won 
the CHSAA state title for 

the first time since a run of 
three straight from 1984-86. 
It is the crown that eluded 
the Terriers during their 
now-seven-year reign atop 
Brooklyn/Queens. They 
dominated the league this 
season after being pushed 
by Molloy in recent years.

4. Francis Lewis 

girls’ basketball (24-4)

Francis Lewis did 
something no team has 
been able to accomplish in 
the last 15 years by ended 
Murry Bergtraum’s reign 
over the PSAL in the semi-
finals. The young Patriots 

and the emerging Sierra 
Green capped it all off by 
winning the school’s first 
Class AA crown since 1979 
after beating South Shore 
at the Barclays Center.

5. Benjamin Cardozo 

basketball (30-3)

CK crowned boro’s best
TimesLedger picks Top Ten Queens high school teams for 2013-14

 I
t’s not time to start yell-
ing “You gotta believe” 
through the streets of 
New York City just yet, 

but the New York Mets 
certainly have made them-
selves a must-watch for the 
second half of the regular 
season.

NBA free agency has 
cooled off, the World Cup 
is over and the only reason 
right now to tune into the 
New York Yankees could 
be that they’re headed for 
the second-straight season 
without making the play-
offs.

The Mets, on the other 
hand, have infused a little 
bit of life in their cam-
paign that three weeks ago 
appeared headed toward 
another disappointing end. 
The Amazin’s played their 
best baseball of the season 
during an 8-2 home stand 
before the All-Star break 
to move them five games 

under .500 into third place 
and just seven games be-
hind the division-leading 
Atlanta Braves and Wash-
ington Nationals.

They stumbled out of 
the game after the break, 
but played entertaining 
 baseball.

Banking on a run at 
the division title is still 
premature, but that doesn’t 
mean you should take your 
eyes off this team. Lord 
knows Mets fans have 
needed a reason to tune in 
other than the occasional 
Matt Harvey start since 
2008. The team has had 
some strong beginnings to 
seasons before flounder-
ing late in recent years. 
This could be the time the 
trend reverses itself in an 
NL East Division current-
ly without an elite team.

I’ve joked that base-
ball isn’t as fun to watch 
without juiced up hitters 
whacking 40 and 50 home 
runs every year, but for 
Mets fans it is all about 
pitching. If they do man-
age to go on some late sea-
son surge, it will because 
Zach Wheeler has finally 
matured and Jacob de-

Continued on Page 53

David Wright greets his teammates on the Mets’ Opening Day in 
March. Photo by Christina Santucci

If you do not believe, 
at least watch the Mets

Continued on Page 53

Christ the King’s basketball team is ranked as the best team in the borough by TimesLedger. CK play-
ers Adonis Delarosa (No. 1) and Andre Walker (No. 3) play in the Federation tournament in March. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots
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Rawle Alkins isn’t 

fazed by having some of the 
nation’s best college pro-
grams and coaches getting 
in line for his services.

This is what he ex-
pected to happen and has 
been prepared for at Christ 
the King and by Royals as-
sistant and New York Rens 
travel ball Coach Artie 
Cox.

“My coach told me 
to except stuff like this,” 
Alkins said. “My coach told 
me to expect to be known as 
one of the best when it is all 
said and done. He told me to 
expect high major offers.”

That is exactly what 
that 6-foot-4, 185-pound ris-
ing junior received after ex-
celling at the Adidas Unri-
valed camp in Chicago two 
weeks ago. Alkins, who has 
more than a dozen scholar-
ship offers, picked up ones 
from Louisville, Indiana, 
Providence, North Caro-
lina State and Miami.

Kentucky, Kansas, 
Texas and defending na-
tional champions UConn 

have also begun showing 
interest, among a host of 
other schools, but Alkins 
isn’t ready to rest on his 
laurels.

“I never settle,” he 
said. “I always expect more 
from me. I hope by the end 
of the summer every school 
is looking at me.”

Louisville Coach Rick 
Pitino saw Alkins, who is 
the No. 27-ranked player in 
the country according to ri-
vals.com, post a near triple 
double with 16 points, seven 
rebounds and six assists in 
one of the games at Adi-
das Unrivaled. The small 
forward didn’t notice the 
headman at that contest, 
but saw him in the crowd.  
The game after the Cardi-
nals offered.

Alkins, who takes 
pride in being an all-around 
player and shut-down de-
fender, was also a standout 
at the camp’s all-star game. 
He left a strong impression 
on all who watch him.

“A man amongst boys 
once he gets going,” said 
one Division I assistant 
coach familiar with Alkins. 

“There aren’t a lot of quote-
unquote big-time players in 
New York City, but even if 
there were, he’d be at the 
top of the list as the best in 
NYC.”

How big is Alkins 
starting to get? Well, rapper 
R. Kelly, who Alkins shot 
around with in Chicago, 
recently tweeted a photo of 
him and urged people to fol-

low Alkins on Twitter and 
Instagram.

“That’s my man,” 
Alkins said.

TimesLedger Newspa-
pers’ All-Queens Player of 
the Year last season will 
have to continue to be the 
guy at Christ the King as 
the Royals look to win a 
third straight CHSAA In-
tersectional championship 

and state Federation Class 
AA title.

Alkins will be called 
upon to lead an inexperi-
enced but talented core with 
Travis Atson, the reigning 
CHSAA playoff MVP, trans-
ferring to South Kent (Con-
necticut). Alkins has plenty 
of confidence in teammates 
Yashawn Bright, Tyrone 
Cohen, Jared Rivers and 

David Cole.
The Royals should still 

be the early favorites to re-
peat as city champions in 
Alkins’ mind. He wishes 
Atson the best and said 
while his presence on the 
roster would have helped, 
the Royals have enough to 
win.

“They are really un-
der-the-radar guys. Hope-
fully, you guys are going to 
realize it ... that we are still 
a great team,” Alkins said.

Until then, his busy 
summer continues. Alkins 
was at the Adidas Super 64 
in Las Vegas with the Rens 
earlier this week. He will 
also represent the United 
States at the Adidas Na-
tions tournament starting 
Aug. 1 as some of America’s 
top talent competes against 
the best high school players 
from around the world.

He isn’t overwhelmed 
by any of it, just confidently 
soaking in every minute of 
it. It is everything he ex-
pected.

“I enjoy all of it,” 
Alkins said.

Scholarship offers piling up for CK’s Alkins
Kentucky, Kansas show interest in junior, an All-Queens Player of the Year, currently with travel ball team

Rawle Alkins (No. 20) at the Federation tournament in Albany in March. Alkins has received a bevy of 
scholarship offers. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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Justin Burrell is 
quickly making his way 
up the professional ranks 
overseas.

The former St. John’s 
University men’s basket-
ball standout played his 
first season with a top-tier 
team with Cholet in the 
French ProA league. The 
25-year-old Burrell excelled 
with Chalons-Reims in the 
French B league the previ-
ous season prior when he 
averaged 12.7 points and 7.3 
rebounds per game.

Still, he was plan-
ning on signing with the 
Italian club Siena in that 
country’s ‘B’ league before 
fate brought him back to 

France.
A new contract from 

Cholet arrived as soon he 
made it to Italy for a work-
out with Siena last August 

and things moved quickly. 
The Italian team was un-
sure of a few guys on its 
roster and wanted to see if 
Burrell could help it fill a 
need.

He didn’t want to wait. 
The next day he signed 
with Cholet to head back to 
France and play at a higher 
level. Siena ended up fold-
ing its team after last sea-
son. The basketball gods 
looked out for him.

“It’s just one of those 
things that happens in bas-
ketball all the time in terms 
of contracts,” Burrell said. 
“The players know. You can 
be in a place and another 
contract comes. You can be 
sitting at home and a con-
tract comes .”

The year brought 
some unfamiliar adversity 
for Burrell. He described 
the Italian league as the 
most competitive he has 
ever played in profession-
ally. Any team could beat 
anyone on any given night. 
Cholet started the season 
7-0 in league play, but fin-
ished 12-18 and out of the 
playoffs. Burrell averaged 
seven points and seven re-
bounds a game.

He had to adjust to not 
being on a winning team 
after posting a combined 
record of 54-32 in his first 
two professional seasons. 
Burrell was the MVP of 
the Japanese Professional 
League with the Yokohama 
B-Corsairs three years ago 

and led Chalons-Reim to 
the title game.

“That was my first los-
ing season,” Burrell said of 
his year with Cholet. “It’s 
a different type of mind-
set you have to have with 
a losing team. You have to 
stay locked in and keep per-
forming.”

His strong showing 
last season in France will 
keep him at the ‘A’ level 
next year. Burrell said he 
has signed with the Chiha 
Jets of Japan’s top league.

His busy schedule 
hasn’t stopped him from 
keeping up with the Red 
Storm. He helped lead them 
to the NCAA tournament 
and was the Big East Sixth 
Man of the Year his senior 

year. Burrell was upset St. 
John’s didn’t make it to the 
Big Dance last year, but 
they have to move on and 
get better.

“They have a lot of 
growing up to do over there, 
the players and coaches in-
cluded,” Burrell said. “Dis-
appointment yes, but I kind 
of don’t feel bad for them. 
They are adults now.”

He has grown up as 
well and his career contin-
ues to be on the rise. It is 
something Burrell always 
knew he was capable of. He 
just had to convince others 
how good he was.

“I always knew I could 
do it,” Burrell said. “I wasn’t 
proving it to myself.”

Justin Burrell takes a shot. 
Photo courtesy SJU

SJU alum makes name for himself playing basketball in France
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The Judges partied like 
it was 1999 all over again by 
winning their first PSAL 
Class AA city champion-
ship since then. Cardozo 
beat four Brooklyn teams 
on their way to the crown, 
including a thrilling vic-
tory over Thomas Jefferson 
at the Barclays Center in 
the final. It bounced back 
from a borough final loss to 
reach the top for emotional 
Coach Ron Naclerio.

6. St. Francis Prep 

boy’s soccer (13-3-2)

St. Francis Prep put 
itself back on top of the 
CHSAA for the first time 
since 2011 and beat two of its 
biggest rivals to do so. The 
Terriers topped Fordham 
Prep in the semifinals and 
bested Archbishop Molloy 
to take home the crown for 
its hungry seniors. SFP’s 
year ended in the CHSAA 
state final.

7. Cardozo girls’ vol-

leyball (14-0)

Cardozo ran through 
the PSAL Class A division 
to claim its third city cham-
pionship in the last four 
seasons with a straight set 
win over Midwood. Serbian 
transfer Anja Malesevic 
proved to be the missing 
piece at outside hitter. She 
gave the Judges a player to 
be feared alongside a vet-
eran core that knew how to 
win.

8. John Adams crick-

et (16-1)

The fourth time was 
the charm for the Spartans 
after three trips to the fi-
nal and three losses. Coach 
Alex Navarette’s team fi-
nally broke through to end 
years of frustration with a 
crown. Junior Derick Na-
rine was the league’s best 
player and helped Adams 
get over the hump.

9. Christ the King 

girls’ basketball (21-4)

The Royals regained 
their perch as the city’s un-
questioned best girls’ bas-
ketball team before their 
season ended at the hands 
of Nazareth in the CHSAA 

‘AA’ state semifinals. CK 
brought home the Brook-
lyn/Queens title in unde-
feated fashion and did not 
lose a game from late De-
cember to early March.

10. Beach Channel 

baseball (17-2)

Beach Channel’s four-
year rebuilding process cul-
minated with the school’s 
first PSAL Class B city title 
after three straight first 
round exits. The Dolphins 
did it with just 12 players on 
the team, many freshman 
and sophomores. Coach 
John Mangieri’s squad re-
bounded after losing a sev-
enth inning lead in the title 
game at Yankee Stadium.

Honorable Mention

Bayside girls’ handball
Christ the King girls’ 

soccer
Monsignor McClancy 

boys’ soccer
St. Francis Prep soft-

ball
St. Francis Prep boys’ 

handball
Scholars Academy soft-

ball

Continued from Page 51 

CK
Grom is better than anyone 
had ever imagined him to 
be. Jenrry Mejia has set-
tled into the closer role and 
even has his own post-save 
celebration.

It’s all part of the con-
fidence and swagger this 
team is starting to gain and 
show. The Mets wave tow-
els in unison in the dugout 
after a big hit and a player 
runs through them for 
what is called the carwash 
after a home run.

Can’t you see the orga-
nization giving out towels 
to all their fans down the 
road or if the team ever re-
ally got back into the race? 
Imagine the fun.

The bats, at least of 
late, have come around, 
but Mets fans know that 
can change quickly if his-
tory is any indication. 
Curtis Granderson found 
his stride since moving to 
the lead-off spot and Lucas 
Duda makes the Mets look 
like geniuses for keeping 
him and trading Ike Davis.

Travis d’Arnaud ap-
pears to be turning into the 

player we hoped for when 
we traded R.A. Dickey for 
him. As the lineup has got-
ten better, David Wright’s 
numbers have gone up to 
no surprise.

It makes it the best 
time for Mets fans to dust 
off those caps, give the jer-
seys a good wash and turn 
your televisions on to the 
games now that the All-Star 
festivities have concluded. 
The team has given its fans 
reasons to do so and a real 
glimmer of hope for the 
first time in years. Things 
might just get interesting.

Continued from Page 51 
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ficking victims with immi-
gration concerns and help 
them obtain visas.

Roosevelt Avenue in 
Queens has been a hot bed 
of sex trafficking over the 
years, as many young, 
foreign-born women like 
Cerpa migrating to the 
borough have fallen prey to 
traffickers, advocates said.

Since 2004, there have 
been more than 1,000 sex 
trafficking victims in the 
borough, some of whom 
have been as young as 13, 
according to Queens Dis-
trict Attorney Richard 
Brown.

More than 120 sex traf-
ficking victims have sought 

services at the city’s family 
justice centers since they 
opened in 2005 and 56 per-
cent of those victims were 
in Queens.

“When we think about 
trafficking, we think about 
places half-way around the 
world,” said state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst). 
“We think about places 
where the rule of law and 
human rights don’t exist or 
where they are not nearly 
as firm as they are here in 
the United States. The truth 
is that we experience hu-
man trafficking right here 
in our own backyards.”

Peralta has introduced 
a bill to the state Legisla-
ture as part of the Women’s 
Equality Act, which would 
increase minimum sentenc-
es for those found guilty of 

human trafficking.
“The idea here is to 

give it some teeth so that 
the district attorney can 
really prosecute these in-
dividuals,” he said. “So in-
stead of them getting away 
with a slap on the wrist, 
they will actually go away 
for a very long time.”

Peralta’s law would in-
crease minimum sentences 
for first-time offenders from 
three years to five years 
and require a life sentence 
for repeat offenders.

The state Legislature 
did not pass a law against 
human trafficking until 
2007.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 4 

Human

give 1.2 million low-to-mid-
income families the abil-
ity to maintain affordable 
housing.

Superstorm Sandy 
recovery efforts were also 
included as the Council 
asked for additional federal 
funding to help repair the 
$5.8 million in damages the 
city has already suffered as 
a result of the October 2012 
storm.

The Council asked 
Congress to expedite the 
reimbursement of billions 

of dollars’ worth of FEMA 
funds the city says it is owed 
and to reform the Build It 
Back program by abolish-
ing a rule requiring that 
homeowners could only 
be reimbursed for repairs 
made to their homes if the 
work was completed before 
the one-year anniversary 
of the storm.

After it was released, 
Council members praised 
the federal agenda and said 
it outlined strong priori-
ties that were critical to the 
well-being of New York City 
and its residents.

“In order to move 
forward on some of the 

Council’s legislative and 
budgetary priorities for the 
residents of New York City, 
the Council needs the coop-
eration of other partners in 
government,” said Council-
woman Karen Koslowitz 
(D-Forest Hills), who serves 
as chairwoman of the state 
and federal Legislation 
committees. “The submis-
sion of this federal agenda 
should have a positive in-
fluence on attempting to 
achieve these priorities.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 4 

Federal

other elected officials and 
asked the federal govern-
ment to provide the Metro-
politan Transportation Au-
thority with funding that 
would allow it to restore 
bus service to Douglaston, 
a neighborhood that resi-
dents say has been ignored 
by public transportation 
for years.

Rozic also worked 
with state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) to announce in 
April that the state had al-
located $500,000 for a year-
long bus restoration study 
that would look at options 
for bringing more bus ser-
vice to every neighborhood 

in Avella’s 11th Senate Dis-
trict.

Goldfeder represents 
the southern Queens neigh-
borhoods of Rockaway and 
Howard Beach, an area that 
recently criticized the city’s 
decision to cut funding for 
the Rockaway Ferry begin-
ning in October, stating 
that the ferry is one of the 
area’s only reliable source 
of public transportation .

He recently partnered 
with the Queens College 
Urban Studies Department 
to conduct a study on re-
vitalizing the Rockaway 
Beach rail line, a study that 
is expected to be completed 
by the end of the summer.

The assemblyman 
said the upcoming hear-
ing, which will be held in 

Manhattan, will give resi-
dents and business own-
ers a chance to express 
concerns over how a lack 
of public transportation af-
fects them.

“In today’s difficult 
economy, our residents and 
small businesses rely on 
affordable and accessible 
transportation to carry out 
their everyday lives,” Gold-
feder said. “I have been a 
strong advocate for better 
transit options for Queens 
residents and I will contin-
ue to fight until all our fam-
ilies are provided the trans-
portation we deserve.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 4 

Transit

blocks than the proposed 
new service.

“This solution does not 
help,” Campbell said.

City Councilman Don-
ovan Richards (D-Laurel-
ton) said the Q111 and Q113 

“are overcrowded and on a 
bad day one can wait for a 
bus 30 minutes.”

He expects to be at the 
Monday meeting.

“Southeast Queens 
residents have the longest 
travel time to the city, and 
this new bus line is a step 
in the right direction,” 
Richards said. “This can 

save our neighbors 20 or 30 
minutes of travel time.”

The councilman said 
that “for too long, we had 
inadequate public trans-
portation.”

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

“How to Train Your Dragon 
2” in Jamaica.

Some remained inside 
the shelter. One threw a 
bottle from a window on the 
western side of the build-
ing and one woman from a 
fifth floor window shouted, 
“Speak English ... Go back 
to China and Korea.”

The crowd responded, 
chanting, “Get a job, get a 
job.”

City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), a featured speak-
er at the earlier rallies, 
decided against appearing 
Tuesday.

“I am not happy with 
the racial overtones and 
I urge the community to 
temper their language,” he 
said. “The first thing I said 
at the first rally was that 
I wouldn’t tolerate it and 
they booed me. It happened 
again at the second protest 
and so I will not participate 
any longer.”

Rally organizer Jenni-
fer Chu thinks the racial is-
sue  has been overblown.

“People are angry and 
tempers are short, but ev-
eryone has to remember 
our problem is not with the 
people in that building, it’s 
with the city that put them 
here,” she said.

The majority of the 
residents in the shelter 
are black and most of the 
protesters are Asian. Both 
sides have resorted to ste-
reotyping each other, ac-
cording to DHS Commis-
sioner Gilbert Taylor.

Speakers from neigh-
borhood organizations, 
including Communities 
of Maspeth & Elmhurst 
Together, the Elmhurst 
Neighborhood Block As-
sociation, the Chinese Cul-
tural Arts Association and 
the Filipino Association 

of Elmhurst — repeatedly 
blamed Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio and DHS for the situa-
tion that is putting a strain 
on neighborhood schools 
and services.

One elderly Filipino 
woman vowed to take the 
fight against the homeless 
shelter  to City Hall when 
the mayor returns from 
Italy.

A COMET press re-
lease claimed there was 
a decline in the neighbor-
hood’s quality of life be-
cause of the shelter and 
that Chinese media was re-
porting increased incidents 
of shoplifting, trespassing, 
panhandling and “dine and 
dash” incidents at local res-
taurants.

The commander of the 
110th Precinct said crime 
stats were up slightly, but 
he did not think the shelter 
residents were to blame.

“I looked at the num-
bers myself and they show 
that in a 2,000-foot radius 
search around the hotel 
there has actually been a 
decrease in crime since 
June 6,” Deputy Inspector 
Ronald Leyson said. “That’s 
a third of a mile in every di-
rection, that’s a fair enough 
radius. I’m not getting com-
plaints about car break-ins 
or anything other than mi-
nor things in area shops. 
There are no extra cops 

assigned because the num-
bers don’t support that.”

DHS Commissioner 
Gilbert Taylor was at the 
Pan American Hotel hours 
before the protest to help 
the families board the bus-
es. He commended Dromm 
for his stance and explained 
that better communication 
with members of the com-
munity would help to mend 
fences.

“It’s necessary to have 
patience — we’re making 
every effort with the an-
chors of the community, 
like churches — so that 
those in the community 
know who we are and why 
we’re here,” Gilbert said. 
“People, when they come to 
shelter, it’s because they re-
ally have a compelling need 
and because they really 
have no other option.”

Taylor believes area 
residents can co-exist with 
the 180 families now liv-
ing in the Boulevard Fam-
ily Residence if everyone 
calmed down.

“I live on a block with 
three shelters and my life 
has gone on,” he said. “I 
didn’t even know they were 
shelters until I became the 
commissioner.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Pan Am

The Department of Homeless Services takes the children from the 
Pan Am Hotel to the movies so they don’t witness another pro-
test. Photo by Bill Parry

Continued from Page 5 

Bus line
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It’s All About Family!
Have you Protected Them?

If Crisis Strikes, You Risk:

Proper Planning Ensures You:

iPlugTM  Planning Protects Your Family From:

DISCOVER:

Life is Complicated Enough. 
Protecting Your Family Shouldn’t Be...

AUGUST 2014 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

To reserve a seat, please call 718-514-2066 or 
log on to our website at www.aljlaw.com

Wednesday, August 6, 2014
10:00 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.

Georgia Diner
86-55 Queens Boulevard

Elmhurst, NY 11373

Thursday, August 7, 2014
10:00 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.

El Greco Diner Restaurant and Café
1821 Emmons Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11235

Thursday, August 7, 2014
6:00 P.M. – 8:30 P.M.

Atlantic Diner
111-16 Atlantic Avenue

Richmond Hill, NY 11419


