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BY BILL PARRY

Hundreds of Muslims 
from every corner of the 
world made their way to 
Diversity Plaza in Jackson 
Heights Monday to cele-
brate Eid Mubarak.

It is an annual holiday 

that lasts for three days to 
mark the end of Ramadan, 
the Islamic holy month of 
fasting.

So many people came 
to Diversity Plaza that 
Imam Qazi Qayyoom, 
founder of the New York Ei-
dgah, had to hold three sep-
arate observances to mark 

the end of the holy month of 
Ramadan.

“Every year the crowds 
celebrating the breaking of 
the fast gets bigger,” orga-
nizer Shazia Kauser said. 
“We had to split it into the 
three prayer sessions be-
cause all of the people that 
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BY BILL PARRY

Scott Stringer had heard 
enough.

After six weeks of angry 
phone calls from elected officials 

from Queens, the city comptroller 
fired off a letter to Gilbert Taylor, 
the Department of Homeless Ser-
vices commissioner, telling the 
agency to change its ways.

“Time and time again, I have 

seen communities that were tra-
ditionally welcoming of shelter 
facilities and supportive hous-
ing react negatively to a rushed 
DHS placement due to a failure 
to consider either legitimate po-

tential neighborhood impacts or 
the health of the families the resi-
dences are intended to support,” 
the comptroller wrote July 17.

Stringer took action after 
thousands protested in Elmhurst 
after 180 homeless families were 
settled into the Pan American Ho-
tel, at 79-99 Queens Blvd. in June, 
with no prior notice to the com-
munity.

On July 6, DHS moved 121 
more homeless families into the 
Westway Motel at 71-11 Astoria 
Blvd. in East Elmhurst.  But again 
the agency gave no prior notice to 
the community, saying it was an 
emergency measure during a cri-
sis in which the city is facing a re-
cord census of homeless families.

More than 350 area residents 
blasted the agency during a heat-
ed town hall meeting at the Mu-
seum of the Moving Image July 
16. Several arguments broke out 
and several people were escorted 
from the museum’s auditorium.

Rose Marie Poveromo, presi-
dent of the United Community 
Civic Association, which orga-
nized the meeting, said, “It was 
a deliberate, furtive and covert 

ROLL DICE FOR PARK PLACE

BY SARINA TRANGLE

One Far Rockaway woman 
worried about where her family 
would stay during the months-
long repairs slated for her Hurri-
cane Sandy-damaged house.

A second stressed the strug-
gle of affording rent and making 
mortgage payments after being 
displaced by the October 2012 
storm.

And a third peninsula resi-
dent chastised the city for letting 
mold, rust and paint chips depos-
ited by the storm in public hous-
ing complex parks keep children 
from playing.

One by one, families rose to 
share how the Oct. 29, 2012, hurri-
cane wreaked havoc on their lives 
at the Greater Allen A.M.E. Ca-
thedral in Jamaica Tuesday eve-
ning and how hiccups in the city’s 
response has left them stranded. 
More than 1,000 filed into the ca-
thedral, with a packed first floor 
pushing a few dozen into the sanc-
tuary’s second floor, to support a 
coalition of city religious institu-

BY ALEX ROBINSON

September’s Democratic primary between 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) and former 
city Comptroller John Liu will be for all the mar-
bles since there will be no Republican contender 
in the general election.

Imam Qazi Qayyoom celebrates Eid 
Mubarak at Diversity Plaza in Jackson 
Heights. Photo by Bill Parry
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DHS knocked on Pan Am shelter  
City promises advance notice before placing homeless in residential areas

1,000 turn out 
for Sandy meet 
at Allen AME

GOP too short on signatures
to run nominee for Avella seat

Muslims mark Eid in Jax Hts.

Buying and selling real estate is a fascinating venture for Alessando Levy, 5, and sister Giuliana, who are honing 
their skills on the Monopoly game at the Queens Library in Bayside as part of its summer programs.

                                       Photo by Ken Maldonado
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Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer announces the expansion of his street cleaning initiative. 
Photo by Bill Parry

LIC to get crosswalks
for Center Boulevard

BY BILL PARRY

The streets on Long Is-
land City are getting clean-
er and safer.

After years of pressure 
from residents and elected 
officials, the city Depart-
ment of Transportation 
installed stop signs along 
Center Boulevard several 
weeks ago, and the agency 
plans on adding pedestrian 
crosswalks at 48th and 49th 
avenues in August, accord-
ing to spokeswoman Nicole 
Garcia.

“We are also working 
with our partners at the 
NYPD on enforcement-re-
lated concerns at this loca-
tion,” she said.

Hundreds of area 
residents attended a rally 
in May calling for safety 
measures along the road-
way that runs past two wa-
terfront parks and several 
schools.

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) said there were five 
serious accidents on the 
boulevard during the first 
few months of the year, cit-
ing data from the 108th Pre-
cinct.

“Center Boulevard was 
like a speedway with no 
traffic calming measures 
at all,” Van Bramer said. 
“I’ve been battling for the 
4 1/2 years that I’ve been 
councilman for these mea-
sures. The new administra-
tion moved quickly and we 
appreciate it.”

He added that Deputy 
Inspector Brian Hennessy, 
the 108th’s commander, 
would step up traffic en-
forcement in the area.

Meanwhile, street 
cleaners from the Doe Fund 
expanded their operation in 
Long Island City  last week. 
Van Bramer made the an-
nouncement at a Tuesday 
press event near the Pu-
laski Bridge, at a freshly 
power-washed underpass 
at 11th Street and 50th Av-
enue.

“Street-cleaning is im-
portant and we’re tackling 
it head-on,” he said. “Two 
years ago we launched our 
first program with the Doe 
Fund in Woodside and it 
was enormously successful. 
Woodside is much cleaner 
now.” The Doe Fund helps 
formerly homeless and 
incarcerated individuals 
with work, housing and 
other services.

Van Bramer allocated 
$135,000 in funding to re-
new the arrangement in 
Woodside, increase service 
throughout  Hunters Point 
and bring the cleaners to 
Dutch Kills as well.

“This area under the 
Pulaski Bridge is much 
more traveled with people 
trying to get to the No. 7 
station, but it’s incredibly 
dirty and hard to clean 
with all the pigeon poop 
and even harder to get vari-
ous agencies to focus on it,” 
Van Bramer said. “Now 
... this area was power-

washed last night, making 
it clean and safe for fami-
lies making their way to 
the waterfront.”

Tamar Weinstock, a 
resident of one of the new 
condos near the Pulaski 
Bridge, said, “It was like 
night and day compared 
to what it had been before. 
I actually got choked up 
when I saw it cleaned.”

Dana Frankel, direc-
tor of economic develop-
ment and planning at the 
LIC Partnership, lives in 
the area and liked the new 
initiative.

“Clean and well-main-
tained streets attract new 
business and gives resi-
dents pride in their neigh-
borhood,” she said. “Clean 
streets makes a big differ-
ence.”

The traffic-calming 
measures on Center Bou-
levard and the aggressive 
cleaning services are part 
of a larger vision.

“We’re building a mod-
el community here in Long 
Island City,” Van Bramer 
said. “We have world-class 
parks, the best schools, 
more cultural programs on 
the way. It’s a great neigh-
borhood in LIC, that’s why 
everyone wants to move 
here.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.
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BY JUAN SOTO

Years ago Prospect 
Cemetery, the oldest in 
Queens and one of the old-
est in the city, was covered 
with vegetation, trees, 
vines and debris.  Its tomb-
stones were toppled and 
damaged.

The Jamaica site that 
is the burial ground for 
Revolutionary War soldiers, 
such as Egbert Benson and 
Elias Carpenter, and for 
some of the borough’s most 
prominent families, like 
Van Wyck and Sutphin, 
was hidden in plain sight.

To prevent the historic 
cemetery from deteriorat-
ing even more, the Greater 
Jamaica Development 
Corp., the Prospect Cem-
etery Association and the 
New York Landmarks Con-
servancy, a nonprofit or-
ganization, came together 
in 1999 to design a project 
meant to revitalize the sa-

cred ground.
Now, after renovations 

that included the removal 
of the vegetation and the 
restoration of the on-site 
vacant Chapel of the Sis-
ters, a group of volunteers 
and workers from Brook-
lyn’s Green-Wood Cemetery 
are repairing dozens of the 
toppled headstones.

“This is very interest-
ing,” said volunteer Luci 

Cooke, 19, a college student 
from Brown University. 
“It’s actually excellent be-
cause I recognized some 
of the names in the tomb-
stones.”

Cooke was working 
alongside Vivian Nor-
mant and Ali Dore, two of 
the five students visiting 
from France and helping 
in the project through an 
exchange program spon-

sored by Preservation Vol-
unteers.

They were restoring 
the tombstone of Angeline 
Cornwell, who died in 1908 
at age 78.

“This is a very good ex-
perience,” said Dore. “The 
work is hard, but I like it.”

Normant was an Eng-
lish teacher in France, but 
now she is getting her B.A. 
in art history back home 
to teach art to high school 
students.

“I love the work that is 
being done,” she said. “We 
are touching a part of his-
tory.”

The group, which in-
cludes students from Wil-
liamsburg High School for 
Architecture and Design, 
has restored about 50 dam-
aged headstones. The proj-
ect will also relandscape 
the grounds and institute 
an interpretative history of 
the place.

The colonial burial 

ground, next to the York 
College campus, dates back 
to 1660.

“These places are im-
portant,” Peg Breen, presi-
dent of the New York Land-
marks Conservancy, said at 
the burial ground. “It gives 
you a perspective of how 
old New York City is.”

Because it was aban-
doned, people did not know 
the cemetery even existed. 
Thousands of students pass 
by it every day.

Andrew Farren, of 
the Prospect Cemetery 
Association, said the first 
documented burial that 
took place at the site was in 
1709. He pointed out at the 
colonial burial ground that 
before work began, “home-
less people lived here.” He 
added that there were also 
acts of vandalism.

“We also hope to find 
new tombstones once we 
penetrate the ground with 
a sonar,” explained Farren, 

whose grandfather from 
eight generations ago was 
buried at Prospect Cem-
etery in 1723. His great-
grandmother was interred 
there in 1951.

He said the associa-
tion, historians and experts 
have been able to identify 
over the years approxi-
mately 1,900 burials, that 
spanned from 1709-1981.

Richard Moylan, presi-
dent of Green-Wood, said 
that “with its rich, 346-
year history and pictur-
esque tombstones, Prospect 
Cemetery is an important 
part of the New York land-
scape.”

After putting the fin-
ishing touches on another 
tombstone, the French stu-
dent Ali Dore, took a deep 
breath, paused and said: 
“Restoration is such a good 
experience. It does not feel 
weird at all to do this in a 
cemetery.”

Luci Cooke, a student at Brown University, puts the finish-
ing touches on one of the restored tombstones at Prospect 
Cemetery in Jamaica, adjacent to the York College campus. 

Photo by Juan Soto 

BY JUAN SOTO

Lydia Eliza Bovell, 81, 
who suffers from dementia, 
went missing July 17 in Ja-
maica.

The family’s search 
turned up empty, and the 
police were notified. The 
authorities filed a miss-
ing persons report. And 
immediately after, the 
MedicAlert + Alzheimer’s 
Association, Safe Return 
Program got involved in 
the disappearance.

“We begin our search 
by sending out a lost pa-
tient bulletin to hospitals, 
emergency agencies and 
shelters, and we hope we 
find the person,” said Jed 
Levine, executive vice 
president for the Alzheimer 
Association New York City 
Chapter.

In Bovell’s case, he 
added, the Guyanese im-
migrant was found safe and 

sound at a Brooklyn hospi-
tal.

Now, to improve ser-
vices, the organization just 
expanded by adding a full-
time social worker to oper-
ate in Queens.

The social worker will 
partner with Queens Com-
munity House in Forest 
Hills and New York Hospi-
tal Queens in Flushing.

“It will add to our abil-
ity to search when people 
go missing,” Levine pointed 
out. “We increased our ca-
pacity to meet the needs of 
people with Alzheimer’s.”

The MedicAlert Foun-
dation and Alzheimer’s 
Safe Return Program not 
just searches “for someone 
who goes wandering.” It 
also tries to prevent that 
from happening in the first 
place, Levine explained.

That is why he encour-
ages families to register 
for free with the founda-

tion. The association has 
received a grant from the 
Starvos Niarchos Foun-
dation, an international 
philanthropic organiza-

tion, and gets funding from 
the City Council and other 
foundations.

“We provide the person 
with a medical bracelet or 

pendent,” said Levine. “And 
if the person goes missing, 
the police and emergency 
respondents know how to 
look for his medical identi-
fications.”

Registering with the 
free service “helps protect 
family members,” he add-
ed.

According to Levine, 
the Alzheimer’s Safe Re-
turn Program, funded in 
1980, has a high success 
rate.

Last year more than 
330 elders who suffer form 
dementia went missing. 
Most of them were found.

“We find 99 percent of 
the missing persons,” he 
said.

“In most situations we 
find them, and luckily, un-
harmed,” said Levine,

To register with the 
program, call the associa-
tion’s help line at 1-800-272-
3900.

Levine said that more 
than 5 million Americans 
suffer from Alzheimer’s 
disease.

“Although there was 
awareness of the problem 
for over 30 years, the num-
ber of people suffering from 
the disease went up espe-
cially in the last decade,” 
the vice president from the 
Alzheimer’s association 
said. “Every 67 seconds, 
an American develops Al-
zheimer’s disease.”

In the case of the 
Guyanese immigrant, the 
woman was in Brooklyn 
July 24 at Interfaith Medi-
cal Center.

“We were contacted by 
police, and the family went 
to the hospital and con-
firmed it was her [Lydia 
Eliza Bovell],” said Levine.

JED LEVINE

Alzheimer’s Association assigns social worker to borough
Group’s program that searches for missing persons will have full-timer at sites in Forest Hills, Flushing

Timesledger.com

Volunteers help restore old cemetery at York
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BY BILL PARRY

Native American cul-
ture proved to be a big draw 
at the Queens County Farm 
Museum on Little Neck 
Parkway in Glen Oaks over 
the weekend.

More than 14,000 visi-
tors attended the 36th an-
nual Thunderbird Ameri-
can Indian Mid-Summer 
Pow Wow, the city’s oldest 
and largest gathering for 
intertribal dance.

“This is a very good 
powwow, one of the biggest 
on the East Coast every 
year,” dancer Jeff Stevens 
said. “A lot of the old-timers 
think there’s been a decline 
in interest about  native 
American culture since the 
’70s, but I think the crowds 
over the weekend showed 
that it’s making quite a 
comeback.”

Stevens, a professional 
singer and member of the 
Seneca Nation on upstate 
New York’s Allegheny Res-
ervation, said this year’s 

event drew ceremonial 
dancers from across the 
country and Canada.

“They came from 
Minnesota, Arizona, Okla-
homa, even the Seminoles 
are here,” he said. The 
Seminoles were originally 
a Florida tribe, but many 
have migrated to Oklaho-
ma.

More than 40 Indian 
Nations were represented 
at Thunderbird. Specta-

tors sat on bales of hay that 
surrounded a large circle 
laid out in the farm’s apple 
orchard. Hundreds of danc-
ers performed in colorful 
traditional outfits for hours 
in temperatures that ap-
proached the 90s.

There was a poignant 
moment Sunday afternoon 
when the powwow paid 
tribute to the nation’s war 
veterans. During a perfor-
mance of “The Veterans 

Song,” military families 
were invited to dance in the 
circle. A half dozen joined 
in.

There was plenty of 
food and souvenirs for sale 
in tents that surrounded 
the orchard. Arts and 
crafts, jewelry, ceramic 
pottery, walking sticks and 
moccasins were available. 
Food options included In-
dian tacos, elk sausage and 
buffalo chili.

Carol Sobolewski, a 
member of the Abenaki 
Tribe in New Hampshire, 
said she was doing brisk 
business in her souvenir 
stand.

“I travel around the 
Northeast every weekend 
for events like this one. 
Queens has been very good 
for us,” she said.

One stall stood apart 
from the others because 
there was a traditional 

headdress from the Great 
Plains in front and the 
smell of frankincense waft-
ing from inside the tent.

“I get all of the char-
coals and resins and other 
products from different na-
tions around the country,” 
Jeremy, from Staten Island, 
said.

The weekend was a 
big success for the Queens 
County Farm Museum, but 
not because of the $10 ad-
mission fee.

“We were very happy 
with the turnout over the 
weekend because so many 
visitors came and saw the 
park for the first time,” mu-
seum Director Amy Bon-
cardo said.

The history of the 
farm dates back to 1697 and 
it occupies New York City’s 
largest remaining tract 
of undisturbed farmland. 
It encompasses a 47-acre 
parcel that is the longest 
continuously farmed site in 
the state.

CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537

 

The Thunderbird American Indian Mid-Summer Pow Wow draws thousands to the Queens County Farm Museum. Right: Dancers perform 
at the Pow-Wow held at Queens Farm Museum.  Photos by Steven Malecki

Pow-Wow draws big crowd to farm
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PLUMBING AND 
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SERVING ALL 5 BOROUGHS
WITH EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

phone: 718-961-8100 
fax: 718-961-9437
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

125-06 18th Avenue 
College Point, NY 11356

www.jamserviceco.com
THE PROCESS 

IS QUICK, 
EASY, 

LEGAL AND 
AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Correction group wants Brown 
to handle Rikers Island crimes

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Rikers Island may 
soon be under Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown’s jurisdiction, but 
not if he has anything to 
say about it.

A recently passed bill 
in Albany would make it so 
that crimes committed on 
the island, which is home 
to the city’s main jail com-
plex, would be prosecuted 
by Brown instead of Bronx 
District Attorney Robert 
Johnson.

The piece of legislation 
was pushed by the Correc-
tion Officers’ Benevolent 
Association president, 
which represents correc-
tions officers.

COBA has contended 
officers have been unfairly 
prosecuted in many in-
stances in the Bronx.

“The track record of 
Richard Brown makes me 
think they would get a fair 
shake in the Borough of 
Queens,” said Norman Sea-
brook, president of COBA.

The association active-
ly lobbied state Assembly-
man Joe Lentol (D-Brook-
lyn), who signed on to be 
the bill’s sponsor.

COBA has sought sup-
port on both sides of the 
aisle and put pressure on 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo to 
get the piece of legislation 
passed.

Lentol said in an inter-
view the bill was not meant 
to be a slight against John-
son and that it made sense 

to prosecute Rikers Island 
crimes in Queens, as they 
are already processed at 
the borough’s precincts.  
Rikers Island is part of the 
Bronx, but the entrance is 
through Queens.

“Both DAs are excel-
lent DAs and they have 
a very good record as 
prosecutors as far as I’m 
concerned,” Lentol said. 
“It doesn’t make any dif-
ference to me which one 
handles these cases, but it 
makes more sense for them 
to be handled in Queens.”

Lentol said the bill 
will transfer jurisdiction of 
crimes that are only com-
mitted after the bill is en-
acted.

Both Brown and John-

son opposed the swap and 
sent a letter to Cuomo urg-
ing him not to sign the bill 
into law.

“This flawed bill is an 
unfunded mandate which 
serves no useful purpose,” 
they said in the letter. “It 
is also questionable con-
stitutionality would cause 
significant disruption and 
needless litigation in the 
courts of both Bronx and 
Queens counties, would im-
pact negatively on cases in 
all of New York City’s five 
boroughs and would send 
a chilling and disturbing 
message to independently 
elected prosecutors across 
the state about their ability 
to exercise their discretion 
freely.”

Jurisdiction of Rikers Island could be transferred to Queens 
District Attorney Richard Brown.
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A second house is about 
to spring up on a Flush-
ing block where neighbors 
have been raging over an-
other recently constructed, 
two-story dwelling which 
they said dwarfs the size of 
their own homes.

The new house, at 146-
21 56th Road, like its prede-
cessor three doors down, 
will replace a one-story 
dwelling that was built in 
1935 in a row of attached 
houses, according to city 
Department of Buildings 
records.

“I’m gonna fight like 
hell to stop what they’re do-
ing up there,” said Mildred 
Higgins, who has lived on 
the block for 38 years with 
her husband John. “I was so 
upset when they put up the 
crane to rip out the front of 
that first house, I almost 
had a heart attack.”

Neighbors have said 
the new houses will com-
pletely change the charac-

ter of their Queensboro Hill 
block and have caused a 
number of residents to sell 
their longtime homes.

“I don’t have any prob-
lem with people building,” 
said Daniel Powers, who 
grew up on the block and 
whose mother put her house 
up for sale as soon as con-
struction on the first two-
story home began. “I don’t 
have any problem with af-
fordable housing, but I do 
have a problem with these 
houses, which my grand-
parents, [who were] World 
War II vets, lived in and 
bought in the ’30s and ’40s, 
being desecrated like this. I 
think it’s wrong.”

City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) has called 
for a moratorium on any 
more houses being built on 
the block before the Depart-
ment of City Planning con-
ducts a zoning study of his 
district, which he has re-
quested but the department 
has not committed to.

BY KELSEY DURHAM

City officials have be-
gun investigating why a 
row of trees owned by the 
city Parks Department was 
suddenly — and illegally — 
chopped down in Bayside.

Residents who live 
near the former Keil Bros. 
property, at 210-11 48th 
Ave., were shocked to see 
that five city-owned trees 
that previously lined the 
edge of the property were 
cut down last week. In their 
places, passers-by now 
see five short tree stumps 
where four ash trees and 
one American Sycamore 
used to stand.

The Parks Department 
released a statement last 
Friday that it was work-
ing with the NYPD to de-
termine who cut the trees 
down and why.

“Arborcide is a seri-
ous crime that deprives 
communities of the cleaner 
air, cooler streets and ad-
ditional oxygen that trees 
provide,” said Dorothy Le-
wandowski, the Queens 
parks commissioner.

The agency said all five 
trees were estimated to be 
about 30 years old and had 
a total value of more than 
$340,000. Lewandowski 
said the Parks Department 
and police would be seek-
ing full restitution of that 
monetary value when the 
person in charge had been 
identified.

The property has tak-
en center stage in recent 
months after Keil Bros. 
sold the lot last year to the 
city School Construction 
Authority, which has plans 
to build a new school on the 
site  — a move that much of 
the community opposes.

The city Department of 
Education, which oversees 
the SCA, had no comment.

City Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens) also released a 
statement after hearing 
that the trees had been cut 
down and said he would do 
what he could to help find 
who was responsible.

“I am outraged to 
learn that five New York 

City trees on 48th Avenue 
in Bayside Hills have been 
unlawfully removed,” We-
prin said. “Arborcide is a 
criminal offense and I will 
be working to support the 
Parks and Police depart-
ments to see that the per-
petrators are prosecuted to 
the full extent of the law.”

Michael Feiner, presi-
dent of the Bayside Hills 

Civic Association, said his 
organization is outraged 
and has complained to 
elected officials in the area 
since hearing about the 
trees being removed. He 
said the civic group would 
continue to closely monitor 
whatever activity goes on 
at the site from now on.

The Parks Department 
said the stump of the Amer-
ican Sycamore tree was 
about 18 inches in diam-
eter and the ash trees had 
stumps ranging from 28 to 
32 inches in diameter. The 
agency was urging anyone 
with information about 
the incident to contact the 
NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS.

A new house on 56th road, which neighbors are complaining 
changes the character of their block, is nearing completion. 

Photo by Alex Robinson

A row of trees that lined the former Keil Bros. property in Bayside was illegally cut down last week. 
Photo courtesy Parks Department

Mini McMansion
draws Flushing’s ire

Arborcide strikes Bayside
Police investigate felled city trees at former Keil Bros. property

All fi ve trees 
were estimated 
to be about 30 

years old.
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Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months

Ph
ot

o 
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lbe

rt

BY BILL PARRY

Sunnyside has a new public 
space directly under the No. 7 
subway station at 46th Street and 
Queens Boulevard, thanks to a 
collaboration between the Sun-
nyside Shines BID and the city 
Department of Transportation’s 
NYC Plaza Program.

At a ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny Tuesday afternoon, Business 
Improvement District Executive 
Director Rachel Thieme wel-
comed the community to “Bliss 
Plaza,” a 5,500-square-foot oasis 
in between the westbound and 
eastbound lanes of the boulevard 
that runs straight through the 
middle of the neighborhood.

“This plaza will bring both 
sides of Queens Boulevard togeth-
er as one community,” City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) said. “This is a very 
big development for us all.”

Delilah Hall, the Queens 
DOT commissioner, called it Sun-

nyside’s front porch, adding that 
the agency is months away from 
opening a second plaza in the 
neighborhood, under the 40th 
Street No. 7 station. It will basi-
cally be the same as Bliss Plaza.

At 46th Street, the DOT filled 
in the roadway with concrete to 
give it a level surface. A dozen 
moveable tables with 24 chairs 
were set out and 16 large planters 
were positioned along the plaza’s 
borders.

“It turned out even better 
than I thought it would,” Thieme 
said. “I didn’t think the planters 
would be as big as they are — it 
adds so much to a space that had 
zero color.”

Dozens of residents played a 
role in the plaza’s design through 
a series of public workshops. The 
space will be open to visitors from 
9 a.m. to dusk each day and a non-
profit group called The Neighbor-
hood Plaza Partnership will be in 
charge of putting away the tables 
and chairs each night while main-

taining the planters.
“Ten years ago you’d see Jer-

sey barricades along the borders 
here —now you see potted plants,” 
Van Bramer said. “Newcomers 

who come to try out one of our res-
taurants will see this great plaza 
and have an image of Sunnyside 
that will be better than last week 
and that’s a big win.”

Joe Conley, chairman of 
Community Board 2, had had his 
eyes on the space for years.

“It’s one of the busiest sub-
way stations in the borough.  Over 
4.7 million people come through 
that station every year — that’s 
twice the population of Queens,” 
he said. “I always thought it could 
be more presentable and leave a 
better impression.”

Conley led a crusade last win-
ter against a number of vendors 
who set up shop at the location 
paving the way for the project .

“I think it’s a neat first step, 
but there are other things we 
have in mind for the plaza. We’ll 
have better lighting and way-
finder signs. I also want to have 
all the newspaper boxes central-
ized. The vision we have is much 
bigger, but this is a good start.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4538.

A new public plaza recently opened underneath one of the busiest subway sta-
tions in the borough. Photo by Bill Parry

New public plaza opens in center of Queens Blvd.
Sunnyside BID and city agency work together to create better use of space under subway station
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TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S LOBSTER DOCK 
RESTAURANT

Market Specials & Menu Online: Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 KNAPP St. & Belt Pkwy (EXIT 9 OR 9A) Sheepshead Bay, BKLYN

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across from the UA Movies)

FREE 
PARKING

ZAGAT  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

“GENUINE”
PRINCE EDWARD

ISLAND
MUSSELS

HOURS: Sun. – Thurs. 9 am – 10 pm  Fri. & Sat. 9 am – 11 pm
1-800-404-CLAW

FRESH FILET
FRIED OR BROILED

FISH & CHIPS SPECIAL

$10*
+ TAX*

WITH COUPONS ONLY

$199
LB

/4

LOBSTER SPECIAL

$20*
EXP. 8/18/14

+ TAX*
EXP. 8/18/14

 *

EXP. 8/18/14

tions called Faith in New 
York as it unveiled a recov-
ery platform.

Various religious lead-
ers urged City Council 
members and Amy Peter-
son, director of the mayor’s 
Office of Housing Recov-
ery, to press for 30,000 New 
Yorkers to get jobs in their 
communities doing Sandy-
related construction work.

To date, Peterson said 
four Far Rockaway resi-
dents have been hired.

As the city acquires 
land through Build It Back, 
Faith in New York would 
like to see at east 50 per-
cent of units built on it set 
aside for “deeply affordable 
housing,” which the coali-
tion defined as reserved for 
those making below 30 per-
cent and 50 percent of the 
area’s median income.

Anthony Perez, from 
Our Lady of Sorrows in 
Corona, called for reform 
of the city’s temporary di-
saster relief program serv-
ing immigrants affected by 
Sandy.

And Mavis Hall, of 
First Baptist Church in 

East Elmhurst, urged the 
city to pass the Fair Chance 
Act, which would ban em-
ployers from asking job ap-
plicants about their crimi-
nal history. She and Faith 
in New York contended the 
standard hiring practice 
puts people of color at a 
disadvantage and the city 
owed it to lower income 
communities recuperat-
ing from Sandy to level the 
playing field.

Citing the plight of 
speakers Teresa Surillo, 
Aracelis Cabrera and Cheri 
Jackson, Peterson com-
mitted to hosting a job fair 
promoting Sandy rebuild-
ing work openings within 
60 days.

Surillo said her fam-
ily met with Build It Back 
architects to plan how to 
elevate their Far Rockaway 
home from the wrath of fu-
ture storms, but now she is 
facing the prospect of not 
having a home for three 
to six months during con-
struction.

Cabrera, also of Far 
Rockaway, said her family 
relocated to Brooklyn while 
waiting for Build It Back to 
repair their house, but was 
financially on edge because 
of a break-in, a court fight 
with construction contrac-

tors and the onslaught of 
rent and mortgage bills.

“All of our trust is in 
them,” she said of Build 
It Back. “We’re asking for 
help.”

And Jackson said the 
city must prioritize pub-
lic housing developments 
plagued by spotty heat and 
hot water, mold, leaks and 
playgrounds still closed be-
cause of Sandy debris.

Peterson said the city 
had secured more than 
$640 million for Sandy aid 
and was focused on bolster-
ing temporary assistance 
to cash-strapped Sandy 
victims, hiring locally and 
breaking ground on 500 
sites and writing 500 reim-
bursement checks by Labor 
Day.

She was less commit-
tal when asked if the mayor 
would meet with Faith in 
New York leaders within 30 
days.

“I don’t control the 
mayor’s schedule,” she said. 
“Certainly, you have access 
to the mayor, the mayor’s 
office ... he hears your pri-
orities, so yes.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

wanted to pray couldn’t fit 
onto the plaza at once.”

Kauser is president 
of an organization called 
Sukhi New York that was 
instrumental in helping 
City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) create Diversity 
Plaza three years ago. 
Many of the local business 
owners who fought against 
the project, which closed 
37th Road between 73rd 
and 74th streets to motor 
vehicle traffic, celebrated 
Eid Mubarak by praying on 
the space.

The founder of Sukhi 
New York, an immigrant 
group dedicated to prosper-
ity and happiness in Jack-
son Heights, prayed with 
them.

“I was among those 
business owners that were 

against Diversity Plaza,” 
Agha Saleh said. “We 
thought it would hurt all 
of our businesses, but Sha-
zia came to us and said we 
should turn away from our 
negativity and show the 
city our positives. It was 
difficult in the beginning, 
but we wanted a better 
neighborhood.”

Three years later, the 
plaza is used as a town 
square by many faiths, ac-
cording to Saleh.

“We have Christmas 
trees, Diwali celebrations 
and this today,” he said. 

“It’s become a capital of 
the living United Nations 
where 82 languages are 
spoken. It’s a mecca for 
immigrants and everyone 
comes to Jackson Heights. 
It’s a dream come true.”

It also offers a de facto 
support group for immi-
grants whose homelands 
have been plunged into cha-
os with conflict in Syria, 
Iraq, Libya, Afghanistan 
and Gaza.

“It’s a horrible time 
in the world and everyone 
on the plaza has family in 
danger back home,” Saleh 
said. “People find comfort 
in their new family here on 
Diversity Plaza.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Sandy

Continued from Page 1 

Mubark It’s become a 
capital of the 
living United 

Nations where 
82 languages are 

spoken.

Timesledger.com
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operation reeking of dis-
respect for our elected of-
ficials, community lead-
ers and the community at 
large. We were advised af-
ter the fact and consider the 
action of the DHS an abuse 
of power.”

The community was 
further outraged because 
they had stopped DHS from 
turning the Westway Motel 
into a permanent shelter 
back in 2012. Instead, the 
agency was allowed to use 
the facility for emergency 
overnight stays.

“This is a compassion-
ate community, but we have 
a large problem with the 
mayoral directive that put a 
shelter here,” City Council-
man Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria) said.  “I’m in 
unison with our elected 
officials that feel the emer-
gency declaration was used 
to bypass the elected offi-
cials and the community 
board in the process.”

State Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-As-

toria) agreed, saying, “Of 
course, the town hall meet-
ing was heated because we 
feel we’ve been shut out of 
the process.”

The DHS responded 
with a terse statement that 
read: “It is regrettable that 
in the midst of an increase 
in the number of homeless 
families entering shelters, 
our partners in govern-
ment choose to distort the 
facts and plan protests in 
front of men, women and 
children with nowhere else 
to turn.”

But after the letter 
from Stringer, Taylor re-
leased a memo to elected 
officials and community 
leaders promising a seven-
day notification process be-
fore using a potential shel-
ter site in the future.

Simotas was not im-
pressed.

“Seven days’ notice to 
open up any kind of shelter 
that would affect the com-
munity is woefully inad-
equate, in my opinion,” she 
said.

Meanwhile, in 
Elmhurst, two churches 
and several youth groups 

tried to show a better side 
of the community after 
the DHS bused families to 
the movies so the children 
would not have to witness a 
third rally against the shel-
ter at the Pan American 
Hotel July 22.

The Reformed Church 
of Newtown hosted a bar-
becue for the residents of 
the shelter in the parking 
lot of New Life Church. 
More than 200 Pan Am resi-
dents attended with their 
children enjoying face-
painting, animal balloon-
making and water balloon 
tossing.

Julian Delarosa, 16, 
a member of Newtown’s 
English Congregation said, 
“There’s been so much neg-
ativity surrounding them 
we just wanted to show 
them some love and wel-
come them to the neighbor-
hood.”

After everyone joined 
together to dance the “Elec-
tric Slide,” DHS official 
Terri Rhabb said, “They’re 
enjoying themselves --- it’s 
an act of kindness that 
doesn’t come their way of-
ten these days.”

Continued from Page 1 

DHS
For the first time in 

more than four decades, 
Queens Republicans have 
failed to amass enough 
petition signatures to get 
a candidate on the ballot 
in District 11, according 
to the city Board of Elec-
tions.

The GOP collected a 
mere 788 signatures for its 
candidate, Elio Forcina, 
far short of the 1,000 re-
quired to get on the ballot.

“It’s a huge disap-
pointment to see the 
Queens Republican orga-
nization is just so incom-
petent that we can’t even 
get a candidate in a dis-
trict in which Republicans 
can win,” said John Watch, 
the former president of the 
North East Queens Repub-
lican Club, who still serves 
on the group’s board. “It’s 

a joke.”
Of the signatures 

gathered in the district, 
only 545 were valid, the 
BOE said.

Timothy Furey had 
originally submitted pe-
titions to run on the Re-
publican ticket in what 
is considered one of the 
city’s more conservative 
districts, but decided to 
drop out of the race short-
ly after he filed.

Furey did not respond 
to requests for comment.

Forcina, an attorney 
who ran against state As-
semblyman Ed Braun-
stein (D-Bayside) in a 2010 
primary as a conserva-
tive Democrat, was then 
substituted as Furey’s re-
placement on the doomed 
ticket.

“It’s a shame conser-
vative and Republican vot-
ers are not going to have 
a choice in the general 
election,” Forcina said in 

an interview. “I believe 
neither John Liu nor Tony 
Avella reflect the values of 
this district.”

Former Republican 
state Sen. Frank Padavan 
represented the district, 
which includes Bayside, 
Whitestone, College Point, 
Bay Terrace, Douglaston, 
Hollis Hills and part of 
Flushing, for 38 years be-
fore he was knocked off by 
Avella in 2010.

Watch blamed this 
year’s poor showing on 
infighting, which has re-
cently plagued the Queens 
Republican Party.

“It’s disgraceful,” he 
said. “It’s time for the state 
GOP to stop pretending 
there isn’t a problem in 
Queens and to step in and 
resolve it.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Furey

Email us at timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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