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BY SARINA TRANGLE

One Far Rockaway woman 
worried about where her family 
would stay during the months-
long repairs slated for her Hurri-
cane Sandy-damaged house.

A second stressed the strug-
gle of affording rent and making 
mortgage payments after being 
displaced by the October 2012 
storm.

And a third peninsula resi-
dent chastised the city for letting 
mold, rust and paint chips depos-
ited by the storm in public hous-
ing complex parks keep children 
from playing.

One by one, families rose to 
share how the Oct. 29, 2012, hurri-
cane wreaked havoc on their lives 
at the Greater Allen A.M.E. Ca-
thedral in Jamaica Tuesday eve-
ning and how hiccups in the city’s 
response has left them stranded. 
More than 1,000 filed into the ca-
thedral, with a packed first floor 
pushing a few dozen into the sanc-
tuary’s second floor, to support a 
coalition of city religious institu-
tions called Faith in New York as 
it unveiled a recovery platform.

Various religious leaders 
urged City Council members 
and Amy Peterson, director of 
the mayor’s Office of Housing 
Recovery, to press for 30,000 New 
Yorkers to get jobs in their com-
munities doing Sandy-related 

Continued on Page 58

BY KELSEY DURHAM

After eight weeks of argu-
ments, former City Councilman 
Dan Halloran was found guilty 
this week of all charges on a five-
count indictment in his federal 
corruption case.

At a courthouse in White 
Plains Tuesday, an 11-member 

jury convicted the former north-
east Queens representative of 
pocketing city 
money from dis-
cretionary funding 
by orchestrating a 
kick-back scheme 
with two men who were later re-
vealed to be undercover FBI op-
eratives.

Halloran was also convicted 
of charges stemming from his 

involvement in arrang-
ing bribes for county 
GOP leaders across the 
city as part of a scheme 
to win their support 

for running state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-St. Albans) on the GOP 
ticket in the 2013 mayoral race.

The jury took less than 90 
minutes to reach a verdict follow-
ing the nearly two-month-long 
trial that began June 2.

The 42-year-old Halloran fac-
es up to 45 years in prison when 
sentenced Dec. 12, prosecutors 
said.
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Halloran case ends in conviction
Jury returns swift verdict after fi nding former city councilman guilty of bribery
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END OF THE ROAD

Cyclists ride over the Joseph P. Addabbo Memorial Bridge Sunday nearing the end of The Epic Ride, a 40-mile bike trip along the waterfront of Brooklyn and 
Queens. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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BY BILL PARRY

Hundreds of Muslims 
from every corner of the 
world made their way to 
Diversity Plaza in Jackson 
Heights Monday to cele-
brate Eid Mubarak.

It is an annual holiday 
that lasts for three days to 
mark the end of Ramadan, 
the Islamic holy month of 
fasting.

So many people came 
to Diversity Plaza that 
Imam Qazi Qayyoom, 
founder of the New York Ei-
dgah, had to hold three sep-
arate observances to mark 
the end of the holy month of 
Ramadan.

“Every year the crowds 
celebrating the breaking of 
the fast gets bigger,” orga-
nizer Shazia Kauser said. 
“We had to split it into the 
three prayer sessions be-
cause all of the people that 
wanted to pray couldn’t fit 
onto the plaza at once.”

Kauser is president 
of an organization called 

Sukhi New York that was 
instrumental in helping 
City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) create Diversity 
Plaza three years ago. 
Many of the local business 
owners who fought against 
the project, which closed 
37th Road between 73rd 
and 74th streets to motor 
vehicle traffic, celebrated 
Eid Mubarak by praying on 
the space.

The founder of Sukhi 
New York, an immigrant 
group dedicated to prosper-
ity and happiness in Jack-
son Heights, prayed with 
them.

“I was among those 
business owners that were 
against Diversity Plaza,” 
Agha Saleh said. “We 
thought it would hurt all 
of our businesses, but Sha-
zia came to us and said we 
should turn away from our 
negativity and show the 
city our positives. It was 
difficult in the beginning, 
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BY JUAN SOTO

By the end of August, 
Rosedale and Far Rockaway 
commuters will have a new 
bus line that will shorten 
their travel time to the Ja-
maica subway station.

During the Transit 
and Bus Committee meet-
ing of the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
Monday, the agency said 
it will implement the new 
Q114 limited-stop service. 
The bus will travel along 
the same path as the Q113 
Limited between Jamaica 
and Guy R. Brewer boule-
vards and 147th Avenue.

The Q114 will make two 
limited stops on 147th Av-
enue at Guy R. Brewer Bou-
levard and 222nd Street, ad-
jacent to Springfield Lane, 
and provide service to com-
muters at the current stops 
along Brookville Boulevard 
and Far Rockaway.

“This will help speed 
up commuter time for 
Rosedale and Far Rock-
away residents,” said City 
Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton) at 
the MTA’s meeting. “I like 
the proposal,” he added.

Actually, the Q111 and 
Q113 provide service on 
Guy R. Brewer Boulevard 
between Springfield Gar-
dens and Jamaica, South 
Jamaica and Rochdale Vil-
lage. At 147th Avenue, the 
Q111 heads to Rosedale and 
the Q113 to Far Rockaway.

“I am glad the MTA is 
looking at service for south-
east Queens,” Richards 
added.

Jackie Campbell, of 
the Rosedale Civic Associa-
tion and a member of Com-

munity Board 13, asked the 
MTA for more bus service 
for Rosedale residents by 
expanding the new Q114 to 

Francis Lewis Boulevard 
instead of turning south 
toward Far Rockaway at 

Brookville Boulevard.
“I take the bus every 

day and I know the prob-
lems with these lines,” she 

said at the Monday meeting 
at the MTA’s Midtown Man-
hattan headquarters. “We 
need more express service 
in Rosedale,” she pointed 
out, adding that she has col-
lected more than 300 signed 
petitions to request better 
bus lines for Rosedale rid-
ers.

According to the MTA, 
the Q111 and the Q113 have 
an average daily ridership 
of 25,000 straphangers.

During Monday’s meet-
ing, the agency also revised 
the Q17 and Q27 service in 
Flushing in response to 
concerns raised by elected 
officials, Community Board 
7 and St. George’s Church. 
They claimed the conges-
tion caused by several bus 
stops hinder people from 
visiting the church.

The church is at Main 
Street between 38th and 
39th avenues. Starting Aug. 
31, the new layover will be 
at 138th Street and 37th Ave-
nue instead of the line drop-
ping commuters off on 39th 
Avenue and laying over on 
38th Avenue, The revised 
route will facilitate better 
connection to the Q12, Q16 
and Q28 buses. Also, strap-
hangers will have better ac-
cess to Flushing Commons 
and downtown Flushing.

The MTA said that the 
Q27 is the third busiest bus 
line in Queens with 25,000 
daily riders.

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Imam Qazi Qayyoom celebrates Eid Mubarak at Diversity Plaza in 
Jackson Heights. Photo by Bill Parry

The proposed route for the new Q114 bus line would run through 
Rosedale and Far Rockaway. Map courtesy MTA

Muslims mark Eid
at Diversity Plaza

Rosedale to get new bus line 
MTA plans to speed up commute for riders in southeast Queens

Continued on Page 58

The MTA says the new bus 
service will take effect 
sometime in August.
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BY JUAN SOTO

Lydia Eliza Bovell, 81, 
who suffers from dementia, 
went missing July 17 in Ja-
maica.

The family’s search 
turned up empty, and the 
police were notified. The 
authorities filed a miss-
ing persons report. And 
immediately after, the 
MedicAlert + Alzheimer’s 
Association, Safe Return 
Program got involved in 
the disappearance.

“We begin our search 
by sending out a lost pa-
tient bulletin to hospitals, 
emergency agencies and 
shelters, and we hope we 
find the person,” said Jed 
Levine, executive vice 
president for the Alzheimer 
Association New York City 
Chapter.

In Bovell’s case, he 
added, the Guyanese im-
migrant was found safe and 

sound at a Brooklyn hospi-
tal.

Now, to improve ser-
vices, the organization just 
expanded by adding a full-
time social worker to oper-
ate in Queens.

The social worker will 
partner with Queens Com-
munity House in Forest 
Hills and New York Hospi-
tal Queens in Flushing.

“It will add to our abil-
ity to search when people 
go missing,” Levine pointed 
out. “We increased our ca-
pacity to meet the needs of 
people with Alzheimer’s.”

The MedicAlert Foun-
dation and Alzheimer’s 
Safe Return Program not 
just searches “for someone 
who goes wandering.” It 
also tries to prevent that 
from happening in the first 
place, Levine explained.

That is why he encour-
ages families to register 
for free with the founda-

tion. The association has 
received a grant from the 
Starvos Niarchos Foun-
dation, an international 

philanthropic organiza-
tion, and gets funding from 
the City Council and other 
foundations.

“We provide the person 
with a medical bracelet or 
pendent,” said Levine. “And 
if the person goes missing, 
the police and emergency 
respondents know how to 
look for his medical identi-
fications.”

Registering with the 
free service “helps protect 
family members,” he add-
ed.

According to Levine, 
the Alzheimer’s Safe Re-
turn Program, funded in 
1980, has a high success 
rate.

Last year more than 
330 elders who suffer form 
dementia went missing. 
Most of them were found.

“We find 99 percent of 
the missing persons,” he 
said.

“In most situations we 
find them, and luckily, un-
harmed,” said Levine,

To register with the 
program, call the associa-

tion’s help line at 1-800-272-
3900.

Levine said that more 
than 5 million Americans 
suffer from Alzheimer’s 
disease.

“Although there was 
awareness of the problem 
for over 30 years, the num-
ber of people suffering from 
the disease went up espe-
cially in the last decade,” 
the vice president from the 
Alzheimer’s association 
said. “Every 67 seconds, 
an American develops Al-
zheimer’s disease.”

In the case of the 
Guyanese immigrant, the 
woman was in Brooklyn 
July 24 at Interfaith Medi-
cal Center.

“We were contacted by 
police, and the family went 
to the hospital and con-
firmed it was her [Lydia 
Eliza Bovell],” said Levine.

JED LEVINE

Alzheimer’s Association assigns social worker to borough
Group’s program that searches for missing persons will have full-timer at sites in Forest Hills, Flushing
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

Queens had mixed re-
actions to the conviction 
of former City Councilman 
Dan Halloran, who was 
found guilty this week of 
accepting bribes and plot-
ting to pay Republican 
power brokers to support 
state Sen. Malcolm Smith 
(D-St. Albans) as the GOP 
candidate in the 2013 may-
oral race.

Although the trial 
lasted nearly two months, 
the 11-member jury took 
less than an hour and a half 
to convict the former north-
east Queens lawmaker of 
all charges against him, in-
cluding two counts of wire 
fraud, two counts of travel 
act bribery and one count 
of conspiracy.

“It’s a tragedy and I’m 
very saddened by it,” said 
former U.S. Rep. Bob Turn-
er, a Republican leader 
from the Rockaways, who 
said he was not surprised 

by the verdict.
Halloran faces up 

to 45 years in prison and 
could be fined as much as 
$250,000 when sentenced 
Dec. 12, according to pros-
ecutors in federal court in 
White Plains, N.Y.

Vinoo Varghese, Hal-
loran’s attorney, said after 
the verdict that he planned 
to appeal, if necessary.

“We are obviously dis-
appointed in the verdict,” 
he said. “We accept the 
verdict and we respect the 
system, but the jury got it 
wrong.”

Halloran, who rep-
resented Bayside, College 
Point and Whitestone from 
2010-13, was arrested in 
April 2013 after an under-
cover FBI operation re-
vealed that he helped two 
men, whom he believed to 
be real estate developers, 
orchestrate a kick-back 
scheme to send city money 
from discretionary funding 
to a fake charity, enabling 

them to pocket the funds in 
the end.

It was later revealed 
that both men, Moses 
“Mark” Stern, and an un-

dercover agent known as 
“Raj” were working with 
federal authorities.

Halloran was also 
convicted of arranging 

bribes for GOP chairmen 
in Queens, Manhattan and 
the Bronx in an attempt to 
win their support for run-
ning Smith, a Democrat, 

on the Republican line for 
mayor.

Vince Tabone, for-
mer vice chairman of the 
Queens GOP, was also ar-
rested last year for alleg-
edly accepting a $25,000 
bribe to support Smith, and 
Bronx GOP Chairman Jo-
seph Savino was accused 
of accepting a $15,000 bribe 
and agreeing to take anoth-
er $15,000 after he voted to 
put Smith on the Republi-
can ticket.

Tabone and Smith are 
awaiting a trial set to start 
in January, and Savino 
pleaded guilty in Novem-
ber to accepting bribes in 
exchange for supporting 
Smith.

Tabone’s attorney, Leo 
Ahern, said he did not think 
the outcome of Halloran’s 
case would affect his own 
client’s trial because the 
two cases are “dramatical-
ly different.”

“Each one of these 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

City Councilwoman 
Karen Koslowitz’s (D-For-
est Hills) previous stint at 
City Hall is paying off — lit-
erally.

Filings with the city 
Conflicts of Interest Board 
show Koslowitz is col-
lecting an at least $60,000 
pension in addition to her 
$112,000 base salary.

Koslowitz, who repre-
sented the central Queens 
neighborhoods of Forest 
Hills, Rego Park and Kew 
Gardens in the City Council 
in the 1990s, was re-elected 
to a third term in 2013.

Her office noted she 
had worked for the pension 
and was entitled to collect 
it.

“She is legally permit-
ted to collect a pension,” 
said Michael Cohen, a press 
representative for Koslow-
itz. “Once you hit 65, you’re 
permitted to collect your 
pension.”

The COIB recently 
made financial disclosure 
forms annually submitted 
by elected officials avail-
able to the public.

Few lawmakers hold-
ing office in 2013 reported 
earning income beyond 
their legislative salary or 
holding leadership posts at 
nonprofits and other orga-
nizations.

Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica) noted 
he had between $5,000 and 
$44,000 invested in Farm-
stone Consultants. He did 

not report any income from 
the consulting business and 
campaign finance records 
indicate no candidates or 
other organizations have 
hired the firm since 2010.

Although Farmstone’s 
address was blacked out of 
the COIB filing, campaign 
finance records and court 
documents show it has 
been at the same address 
as the councilman’s cam-
paign office and New York 
4 Life Inc., a nonprofit Wills 
founded.

Wills was indicted on 
charges of pocketing $19,000 
from a $30,000 state grant 
his former boss, state Sen. 
Shirley Huntley, steered 
toward NY 4 Life and using 
$11,500 in public matching 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

With an American 
flag pin worn religiously 
on his breast, his father’s 
police badge memento in 
hand and a rarely wavering 
smile, former City Council-
man Dan Halloran cut a 
colorful figure on the wit-
ness stand.

The Republican’s tes-
timony in his federal cor-
ruption trial rambled on 
for days in White Plains, 
eliciting vacant stares from 
jurors and stern warn-
ings from Judge Kenneth 
Karas.

The jury found Hal-
loran guilty of brokering 
bribes to county GOP lead-

ers on behalf of state Sen. 
Malcolm Smith (D-Hollis), 

who allegedly sought to 
buy his way onto the Re-

publican line in the 2013 
mayoral elections. He was 
also found guilty of agree-
ing to steer discretionary 
funding to men he believed 
were wealthy developers in 
exchange for contributions 
to his sputtering congres-
sional campaign.

From the beginning, 
Halloran was verbose, tell-
ing jurors he was fiercely 
loyal to the Boy Scouts — so 
much so that his “political 
patron,” former state Sen. 
Frank Padavan, attended 
the ceremony that made 
him an Eagle Scout.

Halloran and former 
Bronx GOP boss Joseph 
“Jay” Savino, who has 

DANIEL HALLORAN

Former city Councilman Dan Halloran was convicted this week on federal corruption charges.

Corruption trial produces 
some memorable moments

Documents show Koslowitz
dips into pension and payroll

Jury nails Halloran on fi ve counts 
Former NE Queens councilman faces 45 years in prison after eight-week trial in federal court

Continued on Page 58

Continued on Page 58 Continued on Page 58
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The MTA’s financial 
picture has improved over 
its plight of six months ago 
due to what it called “hard 
choices,” lower health and 
pension costs and increased 
revenue from fares, tolls 
and taxes.

The transit agency’s 
fiscal situation brightened 
even though the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Author-
ity added hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in debt in 
settling labor negotiations 
with the 
MTA’s own 
w o r k e r s 
and those 
of the Long 
Island Rail 
Road.

T h e 
MTA an-
n o u n c e d 
the exhaus-
tive details 
of its July 
plan for a 
$14.5 bil-
lion budget 
and financial plan at the 
monthly meeting Monday 
of the MTA board.

Despite improving 
finances, the agency indi-
cated that the 4 percent sub-
way and bus fare increases 
long planned for next year 
will go ahead.

MTA Chairman Tom 
Prendergast said the fi-
nancial plan, explained in 
detail by MTA Chief Finan-
cial Officer Robert Foran, 
was a demonstration of 
“hard choices.”

“The plan fits within 
our revenue projections,” 
Prendergast said.

“It will accommodate 
recent collective bargain-
ing agreements without ne-
cessitating any increases to 
fares and tolls beyond any 
of those which had already 
been prescribed,” he said.

The MTA said the plan 
makes “several long-term 
trade-offs to ensure rev-
enues meet ongoing obliga-
tions.”

Last month the MTA 
reached an agreement with 
the Long Island Rail Road’s 

eight unions on a new con-
tract for a 17 percent wage 
increase over six years, 
some employee contribu-
tions to the health plan and 
different wage steps for 
new employees.  The accord 
averted a threatened strike.
         The new four-year con-
tracts with MTA and LIRR 
workers are expected to 
cost about $1.5 billion.

“Over the four-year pe-
riod, supplemental contri-
butions to an LIRR pension 
plan totaling $110 million 
will be eliminated, though 

all actuarial-
ly-required 
c o n t r i b u -
tions will 
continue, the 
MTA said 
at the meet-
ing. “Also, 
$254 million 
will be with-
drawn and 
a d d it i o n a l 
c o n t r i b u -
tions total-
ing $533 mil-
lion will be 

suspended for four years, 
from a discretionary fund 
for future retiree health 
benefits which has no man-
datory funding level.

The agency pointed 
out that the plan reduces 
funding for the MTA Capi-
tal Program by $80 million 
per year.

Although the MTA’s 
financial situation is far 
from ideal, it is much im-
proved over the straits the 
agency faced in 2010 when 
the agency carried out 
wholesale cuts and curtail-
ment in the subway and bus 
system, including bring-
ing about the end of  the W 
subway line, which served 
Queens.

It was then that the 
MTA also began a massive 
program of cuts and consol-
idation throughout its own 
headquarters.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Now that Borough 
President Melinda Katz has 
purged the Queens Library 
of six trustees who stood by 
their embattled President 
Thomas Galante, she has 
the task of filling their va-
cancies.

The trustees had sev-
en business days to appeal 
their removal on July 23 to 
Katz before their termina-
tion was finalized, but the 
borough president said she 
already has new appointees 
in mind.

“My hope is this board 
becomes a functioning, 
working and respected 
board in Queens and that I 
won’t have to deal with this 
on a daily basis,” she said 
last week in an interview.

Katz and Mayor Bill de 
Blasio fired a total of eight 
trustees after they voted 
against ousting Galante, 
who faces multiple investi-
gations into allegations of 
fiscal mismanagement.

The board of trustees 
also voted down a propos-
al to open the nonprofit’s 
books to an audit being con-

ducted by city Comptroller 
Scott Stringer.

After it became in-
creasingly obvious the 
trustees loyal to Galante 
would not budge, Katz ap-
pealed to state legislators 
to pass a law, which gave 
the borough president and 

mayor new powers to re-
move members before the 
end of their terms.

Katz said after new 
trustees are appointed, the 
next steps will be for the 
board of trustees to force 
Galante to take a leave of 
absence and to open the li-

brary’s books to Stringer.
George Stamatiades, 

one of the trustees removed 
by the borough president, 
said in an interview that 
the library has been un-
fairly treated by lawmak-
ers and the media.

“If anybody has been 
hurt by this media circus, 
it’s been the library,” he 
said. “It’s been embar-
rassed for no reason.”

Stamatiades said he 
has supported Galante 
because the allegations 
against him have not been 
proven. He said if Galante 
stepped down, it would be 
seen as an admission of 
guilt.

“Can you imagine the 
headlines?” he said.

“There’s no other in-
stitution that gives the 
taxpayer a bigger bang for 
their buck than the Queens 
Library,” Stamatiades 
added. “We have 30,000 pro-
grams for the community.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Queens lawmakers 
gathered this week to cel-
ebrate the passage of a bill 
aimed at cracking down 
against repeat sexual of-
fenders by harshening pen-
alties.

State Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Asto-
ria) and state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) joined 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown Tuesday 
to announce the passage, 
by both state bodies, of leg-
islation that would elimi-
nate what Simotas called a 
“loophole” in the state penal 
code that prevented offend-
ers from being prosecuted 
to the full extent of the law 

after committing multiple 
sexual abuse crimes.

Under current law, an 
offender can be charged 

with a felony after being 
convicted of committing 
three misdemeanor sexual 
offenses within a 10-year 

span, but the law allows for 
time spent in prison to be 
counted in that 10 years.

The bill, sponsored 
by Simotas and Gianaris, 
would amend that law to ex-
clude any time spent incar-
cerated, when an offender 
would not have the oppor-
tunity to commit a crime, 
from the 10-year window.

“The law right now 
doesn’t account for that 
time spent in jail, so there 
were multiple circum-
stances where someone 
had multiple sexual abuse 
misdemeanor offenses, but 
prosecutors weren’t able 
to charge them and bump 
it up as persistent sexual 
abuse,” Simotas said. “This 

State Sen. Michael Gianaris (l.) and state Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (r.) stand with Queens District Attorney Richard Brown as 
they announce the passage of a bill that would increase penalties 
for repeat sex offenders. Photo courtesy Aravella Simotas’ office

Borough President Melinda Katz is already considering new ap-
pointees for the Queens Library board of trustees.

TOM PRENDERGAST

State pushes bill to target sex abusers

Katz to pick new trustees
Beep considers candidates for library board after fi ring six members

MTA keeps fare hikes 
on track despite costs

Continued on Page 54
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BY BILL PARRY

Scott Stringer had 
heard enough.

After six weeks of an-
gry phone calls from elect-
ed officials from Queens, 
the city comptroller fired 
off a letter to Gilbert Tay-
lor, the Department of 
Homeless Services commis-
sioner, telling the agency to 
change its ways.

“Time and time again, 
I have seen communities 
that were traditionally wel-
coming of shelter facilities 
and supportive housing re-
act negatively to a rushed 
DHS placement due to a 
failure to consider either 
legitimate potential neigh-
borhood impacts or the 
health of the families the 
residences are intended to 
support,” the comptroller 
wrote July 17.

Stringer took action 
after thousands protested 
in Elmhurst after 180 home-
less families were settled 
into the Pan American Ho-
tel, at 79-99 Queens Blvd. in 
June, with no prior notice 
to the community.

On July 6, DHS moved 
121 more homeless families 
into the Westway Motel at 
71-11 Astoria Blvd. in East 
Elmhurst.  But again the 
agency gave no prior notice 
to the community, saying it 
was an emergency measure 
during a crisis in which the 
city is facing a record cen-
sus of homeless families.

More than 350 area res-
idents blasted the agency 
during a heated town hall 
meeting at the Museum of 
the Moving Image July 16. 
Several arguments broke 
out and several people were 
escorted from the muse-
um’s auditorium.

Rose Marie Poveromo, 
president of the United 
Community Civic Associa-
tion, which organized the 
meeting, said, “It was a 
deliberate, furtive and co-
vert operation reeking of 
disrespect for our elected 
officials, community lead-
ers and the community at 

large. We were advised af-
ter the fact and consider the 
action of the DHS an abuse 
of power.”

The community was 
further outraged because 
they had stopped DHS from 
turning the Westway Motel 
into a permanent shelter 
back in 2012. Instead, the 
agency was allowed to use 
the facility for emergency 
overnight stays.

“This is a compassion-
ate community, but we have 
a large problem with the 
mayoral directive that put a 
shelter here,” City Council-
man Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria) said.  “I’m in 
unison with our elected 
officials that feel the emer-
gency declaration was used 
to bypass the elected offi-
cials and the community 
board in the process.”

State Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-As-
toria) agreed, saying, “Of 
course, the town hall meet-
ing was heated because we 
feel we’ve been shut out of 
the process.”

The DHS responded 
with a terse statement that 
read: “It is regrettable that 
in the midst of an increase 
in the number of homeless 
families entering shelters, 
our partners in govern-
ment choose to distort the 
facts and plan protests in 
front of men, women and 
children with nowhere else 
to turn.”

But after the letter 
from Stringer, Taylor re-
leased a memo to elected 
officials and community 
leaders promising a seven-

day notification process be-
fore using a potential shel-
ter site in the future.

Simotas was not im-
pressed.

“Seven days’ notice to 
open up any kind of shelter 
that would affect the com-
munity is woefully inad-
equate, in my opinion,” she 
said.

Meanwhile, in 
Elmhurst, two churches 
and several youth groups 
tried to show a better side 
of the community after 
the DHS bused families to 
the movies so the children 
would not have to witness a 
third rally against the shel-
ter at the Pan American 
Hotel July 22.

The Reformed Church 
of Newtown hosted a bar-
becue for the residents of 
the shelter in the parking 
lot of New Life Church. 
More than 200 Pan Am resi-
dents attended with their 
children enjoying face-
painting, animal balloon-
making and water balloon 
tossing.

Julian Delarosa, 16, 
a member of Newtown’s 
English Congregation said, 
“There’s been so much neg-
ativity surrounding them 
we just wanted to show 
them some love and wel-
come them to the neighbor-
hood.”

After everyone joined 
together to dance the “Elec-
tric Slide,” DHS official 
Terri Rhabb said, “They’re 
enjoying themselves --- it’s 
an act of kindness that 
doesn’t come their way of-
ten these days.”

Youth groups and shelter residents from the Pan American Hotel 
do the Electric Slide at a BBQ Saturday. Photo by Bill Parry

DHS vows to notify
nabes on new shelters

*   360 monthly payments of $4.63 per $1,000 borrowed. This APR (Annual Percentage 
Rate) and monthly payment term apply when you are financing up to 80% of the 
purchase price with 2 points. If you are financing more than 80%, the APR and monthly 
payment term will be higher due to PMI (Private Mortgage Insurance). Rates in effect as 
of 07/28/2014. Rates and terms may change without notice. MCU finances 1-4 family 
homes, Condos and Co-Ops located in New York and New Jersey. Loans and interest 
rates are subject to credit approval. FNMA limits apply. Membership is required. 

**  Available to well qualified members applying for eligible transaction types. Closing 
costs paid by Municipal Credit Union (“MCU”) will be applied to MCU’s application 
fee, commitment fee and attorney fee. (The application fee is collected at 
application and will be rebated if and when loan closes.) For further details, 
call us today at 212-238-3521.

Apply for an MCU Mortgage today!

212-238-3521 | nymcu.org/mortgages

Home
Sweet Home

J U S T  G O T  A  L I T T L E  S W E E T E R

3 0  Y E A R  F I X E D  R AT E

3.955%3.750%
APR*Rate

Save up to $1,500 on closing fees**
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

*  Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases of Hunter Douglas window fashions with the PowerRise® or PowerGlide® motorized system made 6/14/14 – 9/15/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the 
form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional 
limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. **Additional equipment is required for app operation; ask for details. ©2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of their respective owners.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service 
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

Swipe, tap, enjoy. 
You just brightened your outlook.
Hunter Douglas motorized window fashions can be operated by our remote control, 
wireless wall switch or Platinum™ App on your Apple® mobile device.** Ask for details.
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Almost 

NJ Star Productions 
PROUDLY PRESENTS

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

SOUTH RICHMOND 
HILL — NYPD Detective Ma-
rio Muniz returned to his 
South Richmond Hill home 
from Bellevue Hospital after 
he was shot in Manhattan 
earlier this week while aiding 
U.S. marshals who were seek-
ing Charles Mozdir, 32, a Cali-
fornia man wanted on child 
molestation charges. 

Muniz and the two mar-
shals all suffered non-fatal 
gunshot wounds and Mozdir 
died from his injuries.

POLICE 

Blotter

Detective Mario Muniz who was shot in the abdomen while 
attempting to apprehend a fugitive in Manhattan returns to 
his home in South Richmond Hill. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Customs arrests two on drug charges at JFK

Officer shot in W. Village returns home

Van runs over owner while at gas station

JAMAICA — Two arriving passengers 
at John F. Kennedy International Airport 
were arrested for allegedly trying to smug-
gle cocaine into the United States in two 
separate incidents, according to authori-
ties.

In one case, a woman arriving from 
the Dominican Republic July 17 was busted 
when U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
officers allegedly found cocaine inside her 
carry-on computer bag.

The suspect, identified by CBP as 
Nikaury Lebron, faces federal narcotics 
charges. According to CBP, officers found a 
little more than 4 pounds of cocaine in the 
computer bag.

In the other case, a man traveling from 
Trinidad and Tobago July 15, was arrested after the authorities allegedly found ap-
proximately 9 pounds of cocaine in his suitcase.

They said that a dog from the K-9 unit alerted a CBP handler to a suspicious 
suitcase.

The suspect, identified as Elkan Barak, also faces federal charges.
“Cocaine is a dangerous narcotic, and CBP does its part in keeping these drugs 

off the streets,” said Robert Perez, director of CBP’s New York Field Operations.

Custome officers discovered 4 pounds of 
cocaine in a passenger’s computer bag at 
JFK. 

Photos courtesy U. S. Customs 
and Border Proctection 

SOUTH JAMAICA — A man was in-
jured when his van ran over him while 
pumping gas at a South Jamaica gas sta-
tion, police said. Apparently, he forgot to 
put the vehicle into park.

The accident occurred a little after 

6:30 a.m. Monday at the Gulf station, at 
Merrick and Farmers boulevards.

The driver of the van was taken to 
Jamaica Hospital, where he was listed 
in critical condition. He suffered serious 
injuries to his head and neck.
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BY JUAN SOTO

Years ago Prospect 
Cemetery, the oldest in 
Queens and one of the old-
est in the city, was covered 
with vegetation, trees, 
vines and debris.  Its tomb-
stones were toppled and 
damaged.

The Jamaica site that 
is the burial ground for 
Revolutionary War soldiers, 
such as Egbert Benson and 
Elias Carpenter, and for 
some of the borough’s most 
prominent families, like 
Van Wyck and Sutphin, 
was hidden in plain sight.

To prevent the historic 
cemetery from deteriorat-
ing even more, the Greater 
Jamaica Development 
Corp., the Prospect Cem-
etery Association and the 
New York Landmarks Con-
servancy, a nonprofit or-
ganization, came together 
in 1999 to design a project 
meant to revitalize the sa-
cred ground.

Now, after renovations 
that included the removal 
of the vegetation and the 
restoration of the on-site 
vacant Chapel of the Sis-
ters, a group of volunteers 
and workers from Brook-
lyn’s Green-Wood Cemetery 
are repairing dozens of the 
toppled headstones.

“This is very interest-
ing,” said volunteer Luci 
Cooke, 19, a college student 
from Brown University. 
“It’s actually excellent be-
cause I recognized some 

of the names in the tomb-
stones.”

Cooke was working 
alongside Vivian Nor-
mant and Ali Dore, two of 
the five students visiting 
from France and helping 
in the project through an 
exchange program spon-
sored by Preservation Vol-
unteers.

They were restoring 
the tombstone of Angeline 
Cornwell, who died in 1908 
at age 78.

“This is a very good ex-
perience,” said Dore. “The 
work is hard, but I like it.”

Normant was an Eng-
lish teacher in France, but 
now she is getting her B.A. 
in art history back home 
to teach art to high school 
students.

“I love the work that is 
being done,” she said. “We 
are touching a part of his-
tory.”

The group, which in-
cludes students from Wil-
liamsburg High School for 
Architecture and Design, 
has restored about 50 dam-
aged headstones. The proj-
ect will also relandscape 
the grounds and institute 
an interpretative history of 
the place.

The colonial burial 
ground, next to the York 
College campus, dates back 
to 1660.

“These places are im-
portant,” Peg Breen, presi-
dent of the New York Land-
marks Conservancy, said at 

BY JUAN SOTO

Every day, unaccom-
panied children from Cen-
tral America cross the bor-
der in hopes of reuniting 
with their families in the 
United States.

They are fleeing gang-
ridden neighborhoods in 
Honduras and El Salvador, 
or poverty from impover-
ished rural areas in Gua-
temala. In the past several 
months, more than 47,000 
kids without their parents 
were detained at the border 
trying to reach a better life 
in the United States.

Most of them have 
been released to relatives 
and since October approxi-
mately 3,350 of these mi-
grant children arrived in 
New York state, mostly in 
the city and the New York 
metropolitan area, accord-
ing to the New York Immi-
gration Coalition,

Advocates said that be-
cause of this crisis, immi-
gration community groups 
have been overwhelmed 
with requests to help the 
minors with their deporta-
tion proceedings or regis-
tering them for school.

In response to the in-
flux of migrant children, 
the city has formed a task 
force to help them. The task 
force will be made up of city 
agencies to focus on legal, 
health, educational and 
other needs for the border 
kids.

“We have formed a 
task force to coordinate an 
interagency response to the 
developing situation,” said 
Nisha Agarwal, commis-
sioner of the mayor’s Office 
of Immigrant Affairs.

She added that the city 
is working with private or-
ganizations “to identify the 
best way to coordinate ser-
vices and support.”

On July 17, the New 
York Immigration Coali-
tion held a working group 
meeting to coordinate fed-
eral, state and city agen-
cies’ efforts that provide 
services for the unaccom-
panied children.

“We need to take all 
that we do and coordinate 
it,” said Betsy Plum, out-
reach coordinator for the 
New York Immigration 
Coalition on deferred ac-
tion for childhood arrivals. 
The coalition is coordinat-
ing the working group that 
includes the mayor’s task 
force.

Plum said that one of 
the main concerns is to pro-
vide the minors with legal 
help when their juvenile 
immigration proceedings 
come up. She calculated 
that about 60 percent of the 
kids “are eligible to stay 
[(in the United States].) if 
they have a lawyer by their 
side.”  

New York Law School’s 

Safe Passage Project, part of 
the working group, pointed 
out that the surge in the mi-
grant children dates back 
to the end of 2011 and 2012.

“There is nothing new 
for us,” said Claire Thom-
as, staff attorney at the Safe 
Passage Project, a group 
that provides pro bono at-
torneys to children in im-
migration court.

She said there are 
about five juvenile dockets 
every month in immigra-
tion court in New York. 
Each docket has between 53 
and 65 cases.

“Between 15 to 20 chil-
dren scheduled to appear 
in immigration court are 
new cases,” Thomas point-
ed out. “Since the time of 

their apprehension, it takes 
between four to six months 
before they go to court.”

Neena Dutta, of the 
New York City American 
Immigration Lawyers As-
sociation, agreed that it is 
urgent that resources are 
provided to assist the chil-
dren.

“Getting them criti-
cal legal, health, social and 
other services will help 
these children better inte-
grate into New York’s ev-
eryday life,” she said.

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

The New York Immigration Coalition coordinates a working group to help the migrant children fleeing 
violence from Central American countries. Photo courtesy New York Immigration Coalition 

Luci Cooke, a student at Brown University, puts the finish-
ing touches on one of the restored tombstones at Prospect 
Cemetery in Jamaica, adjacent to the York College campus. 

Photo by Juan Soto 

City to assist migrant kids
Advocates say over 3,300 unaccompanied minors to get basic needs

Prospect Cemetery 
resurrected at York

Continued on Page 53
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Just months after In-
dia elected Narendra Modi 
prime minister, the head of 
the South Asian nation is 
fielding invitations across 
the ocean, from the White 
House to the diaspora in 
Queens.

Ashook Ramsaran, a 
Fresh Meadows resident 
and president of the Global 
Organization of People of 
Indian Origin Internation-
al, said the group has been 
busy planning for Modi’s 
visit, currently scheduled 
for Sept. 27-29.

“We are very excited,” 
said Ramsaran, a Fresh 
Meadows resident and 
Guyanese immigrant. “The 
general feeling is this is a 
place of opportunity and 
people of Indian origin have 
excelled and contributed to 
the society .... We want to 
plan for strengthening the 

relations between the U.S. 
and India.”

GOPIO has blocked 
out a 24-page section of the 
India Abroad newspaper 
to trumpet the prime min-
ister’s arrival and alert 
the diaspora, according to 
Ramsaran.

GOPIO, which formed 
in 1989 to fight human 
rights violations against 
the Indian diaspora and 
now assists the community 
financially, professionally 
and otherwise, has planned 
a reception for Modi at 
Madison Square Garden, 
where the 4 million Indian 
Americans can turn out en 
masse.

Ramsaran said GOPIO 
has proposed the city host a 
formal ceremony at Gracie 
Mansion or City Hall and 
is requesting the prime 
minister meet with state 
elected officials.

State Assemblyman 

David Weprin (D-Fresh 
Meadows), whose district 
boasts one of the largest 
Indian populations in the 
state, said he watched Mo-
di’s victory as votes were 

broadcast in Times Square 
and joined his constituents 
in welcoming a new leader.

“People are antici-
pating change, positive 
change,” Weprin said, al-

luding to Modi’s Bharatiya 
Janata Party, which ousted 
the Indian National Con-
gress that had ruled the 
country for years. “We’re 
hoping to build on that.”

The assemblyman 
stressed that the visit was 
tentative, given the shifting 
nature of international di-
plomacy, but noted that the 
prime minister intended to 
stop in New York and New 
Jersey while heading to 
Washington, D.C., this fall.

When Modi arrives 
in the metro area, GOPIO 
plans to have a delegation 
of its members meet with 
the prime minister and 
discuss a bevy of goals and 
concerns.

GOPIO notes show that 
the delegation will propose 
the creation of an Ameri-
can-Indian diaspora think 
tank focused on improving 
the countries’ relationship, 
a lobby group to push for a 

stronger alliance between 
the two and the prospect 
of sending a delegation of 
American officials to In-
dia.

Ramsaran said New 
York leaders involved with 
Caribbean Community, an 
alliance of Caribbean na-
tions that evolved out of 
a 1970s trade agreement, 
also want to meet with the 
prime minister.

Guyana, Trinidad 
and Tobago and neighbor-
ing countries have become 
home to many of Indian 
descent after people from 
the subcontinent began mi-
grating to the Caribbean 
while the regions were un-
der British rule.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

The American and Indian flags are held up in Queens.

New Indian Prime Minister Modi bound for city 
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Diaspora in borough jubilantly plans series of events for dignitary’s prospective September visit



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, A
UG. 1–7, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
11

TL

BY ALEX ROBINSON

The City Council last 
week overwhelmingly 
passed Avonte’s Law, a bill 
that will require the city 
Department of Education 
to install door alarms in 
schools that accommodate 
elementary school chil-
dren.

Councilman Robert 
Cornegy (D-Brooklyn) 
drafted the bill after Avon-
te Oquendo, a 14-year-old 
boy with autism, was found 
dead on the College Point 
shore months after he ran 
out of an unguarded door 
at his Long Island City 
school.

“I believe that the De-
partment of Education has 
been persuaded that where 
appropriate, door alarms 
are not only a prudent but 
a necessary investment in 
the safety of our children,” 
Cornegy said. “Our chil-
dren are too precious to let 
them slip out of our safe 
care.”

The DOE pushed back 
against the law in hear-
ings, saying there was no 
catch-all solution to pre-
vent children from walking 
off school property. DOE 
officials argued the de-
partment should have the 
discretion to choose which 
schools are equipped with 
door alarms.

“Avonte’s Law will 
make our educational fa-
cilities safer for students 
and give parents the peace 
of mind they deserve when 
they send their children to 
school for the day,” Coun-

cil Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito (D-Manhattan) 
said in a statement. “The 
DOE must thoroughly ex-
amine the need for security 
measures that will prevent 
unauthorized departures 
from school premises by 
students.”

The bill will now be 
sent to the mayor’s desk for 
his signature. The de Bla-
sio administration has not 
expressed support for the 
bill, but the Council passed 
it by a vote of 48-0, more 
than the two-thirds needed 
to override a mayoral veto.

The passage of the 
bill came a week after the 
Council requested $10 mil-
lion in federal funds to ex-
pand a program to provide 
the city’s 30,000 autistic 
children with GPS track-
ers. The expansion was 
first proposed by U.S. Sen. 
Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) 
and would enlarge a federal 
program that already pro-
vides the tracking devices 
for people with Alzheim-
er’s.

The devices, which 
cost about $90 and a few 
dollars per month to oper-
ate, would only be set up for 
parents who choose to use 
them and could be worn as 
watches, anklets or woven 
into pieces of clothing, ac-
cording to Schumer’s of-
fice.

Schumer’s legislation 
would also provide addi-
tional training for parents, 
schools and law enforce-
ment to deal with children 
who have a tendency to 
wander away from caregiv-
ers.

Avonte’s Law passes

1Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are accurate as of date of publication and are subject to change without notice. The minimum 
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Avonte’s mother, Vanessa Fontaine (r.), is suing the city for fail-
ing to prevent the boy’s disappearance from his Long Island City 
school. Insert courtesy NYPD/Photo by Alex Robinson

City Council, 48-0
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12 EDITORIAL

OTHER VOICES

Senator clarifi es work in Little Bay Park

I
n response to the July 
25-31 letter to the editor 
“Politicians only care 
about votes,” I would 

like to clarify some inac-
curacies.

The letter refers to the 
ongoing construction of 
a comfort station at Little 
Bay Park, a project I funded 
almost nine years ago dur-
ing my tenure on the City 

Council. The construction 
also includes the expansion 
of the parking lot, funded 
by former U.S. Rep. Gary 
Ackerman.

The writer alleged that 
the construction has dam-
aged the state’s protected 
wetlands. The fact is that 
the city Parks Department 
has taken great pains to en-
sure that all the necessary 

permits were acquired so 
the job was done right, 
which has accounted for 
much of the delays in bring-
ing this project to fruition.

To allay anyone’s 
fears, there has been no evi-
dence that the construction 
involved the destruction of 
any wetlands. In fact, the 
state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation, 

which has the responsibil-
ity for protecting wetlands, 
reviewed the project and 
determined that no wet-
lands are involved.

I hope this clarifies 
this issue for the writer and 
the public.

Tony Avella
State Senator

(D-Bayside)

GUILTY AGAIN
It was another sad day for Queens this week when 

former City Councilman Dan Halloran became the latest 
figure to join the growing ranks of convicted felons who 
have been elected to public office in the borough.

After an eight-week trial in federal court in White 
Plains, the jury took only about 90 minutes to find the 
42-year-old Halloran, who represented northeast Queens 
for one term, guilty of bribery. The swiftness of the verdict 
may have reflected juror fatigue after six days of listening 
to Halloran’s attorney wander through the evidence as his 
client testified on the stand.

But weak lawyering should not be blamed for the 
quick decision reached by the jury.

The U.S. attorney’s office built a strong case against 
Halloran, who took a $15,000 cash bribe from an under-
cover FBI agent in exchange for steering public funds to 
a non-show job. Prosecutors also proved that the former 
councilman had tried to bribe several GOP officials in a 
daffy scheme to get Democratic state Sen. Malcolm Smith 
the Republican nomination in the 2013 mayoral race.

Smith and former Queens GOP Vice Chairman Vince 
Tabone had their trials severed from Halloran’s on proce-
dural grounds in June and will be back in court early next 
year.

What drives an elected official to these ends? Greed? 
A quest for more power?

Halloran testified that he was going through a divorce 
and needed money for what he claimed was a legitimate 
loan — not a bribe — from one of the FBI operatives.

This scenario has been played out far too often in 
Queens and risks making the electorate cynical about 
what their ballots are worth.

State Sen. Shirley Huntley, from Jamaica, was recent-
ly freed after serving a year in prison for stealing $87,000 
in taxpayer funds for shopping sprees. Former state As-
semblyman Brian McLaughlin, a powerful Flushing labor 
leader, is still counting the days on a 10-year term for em-
bezzling more than $2 million in public and labor funds, 
including monies stolen from a Little League. Former Sen. 
Hiram Monserrate is in jail for misusing $109,000 in gov-
ernment money for an election campaign.

There are more boldfaced names on the list, but what-
ever the motives behind these criminal acts, the Queens 
taxpayer is left holding the bag.

Corruption is an insidious force that has compro-
mised Albany and undermined the political process in 
Queens. Perhaps Gov. Andrew Cuomo should revive his 
decommissioned anti-corruption panel.
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Do not look down on Briarwood

W
hy do we negate the 
neighborhood we 
are living in? Sure 
Briarwood lately 

has a lot of things that can 
create problems, but there 
are also great things.

Hoover Park and Play-
ground is a wonderful place 
to be year-round, especially 
in the summertime. We 
have shopping, dining and 
banking needs right down 
on Queens Boulevard. We 

have the Doe Fund that col-
lects trash and sweeps the 
sidewalks.

We have community 
groups that work to make 
Briarwood a better place to 
live. The Briarwood Action 
Network — visit its website 
— is one of the amazing or-
ganizations within our com-
munity. It, in the past, has 
donated numerous times 
to the homeless shelter. It 
has organized park days 

which have involved plant-
ing, painting and clean-up. 
It has initiated field trips to 
King Mansion and Maple 
Grove Cemetery.

There are good things 
going on in Briarwood. Let 
us open our eyes and only 
see the positive.

Barbara D’Ambrosio
Briarwood

Reader pens ‘Dream of Queens’

I 
would like to share my 
memories of Queens.

My focus is what 
has been talked about in 

your paper, like the Queens 
Library, our schools and 
the 50th anniversary of the 
1964 World’s Fair.

“Dreams of Queens”

My mind takes me 
back

and forth all over 
Queens.

Both past and present,
places and people, 

even
the sounds in my 

dreams of Queens.
Let me start at the 

Queens Village Library,
where doors did open
to my dreams
and I was able to fly 

through the world
and see what was in 

store for me.
Then there was my 

school of yesterday,
Grace Lutheran Day 

School
of Queens Village, 

which is no more,
and yet it did open 

doors to our little minds.
Teachers who cared 

for children in need.
Then there was Thom-

as A. Edison High
in Jamaica. You could 

learn a trade,
but much more than 

that teachers helped
with your fears and be-

lief in self and all that.
There were the parks, 

like Alley Pond,
on a summer’s day 

with much to learn
as you hiked through 

nature’s poetry.
Remembering the 64th 

World’s Fair,

much to see as you 
travel through.

Back and forth under 
the Unisphere:

you learned of the fu-
ture of our world

right in Corona.
The future is now and
much has changed, yet 

much stays the same.
We all live, love, work 

and play
right here in Queens 

— it truly makes us feel
like we are the kings 

and queens right here
in Queens,
where dreams come 

true
for you and me whose 

dreams
have taken root in 

Queens.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village

Bring back corporal punishment

W
ith so many stu-
dents in high 
school who are 
constantly misbe-

having, which severely dis-
rupts the learning process 
and causes many teachers 
to leave the profession, per-
haps it is time once again to 
consider reinstating corpo-
ral punishment in the high 
schools, both public and 
private.

This method should 
only be used after every 
other possible way to get 
unruly and disruptive stu-

dents to behave has been 
exhausted by the teacher 
and the principal.

If parent-teacher-prin-
cipal conferences; suspen-
sion from classes, sports 
and other activities; and 
detention for misbehavior 
do not change the situation, 
then and only then, with 
the written permission of 
the parents, should a stu-
dent be paddled and only by 
the principal with at least 
one or two other school offi-
cials present as witnesses.

It is really a shame that 

it has come to this, but the 
disrespect from students is 
and continues to be a wors-
ening problem, especially 
in high schools. Parents 
need to teach values, mor-
als and respect for author-
ity at home to their kids, 
starting at a young age.

This would certainly 
help reduce severe disci-
plinary problems in the 
schools, especially the high 
schools.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

W. is still king of the vacation

R
epublicans like to 
point out that Presi-
dent Barack Obama 
has played golf 178 

times during his presiden-
cy, about once every two 
weeks.

Here is a news flash for 
the GOP sheep: During W.’s 
two terms he took 879 vaca-
tion days. That is being on 

vacation for almost 2 1/2 
years!

By the time Bush had 
accumulated 367 vacation 
days, Obama had used 92.

But thank goodness 
Bush was “on the job” read-
ing “My Pet Goat” on 9/11 
while the country was un-
der attack.

And he was also “on 

the job” while our economy 
went down the toilet.

By the way, Bush also 
played many rounds of golf 
during his presidency. Un-
fortunately, to this day, he 
thinks he was playing ten-
nis.

Robert LaRosa
Whitestone

GOP women wage war on selves

W
hat is all this 
buzz about the Re-
publican war on 
women? Is it just 

a political stunt to gain the 
female vote?

Recently there was 
the “Not My Boss’ Busi-
ness Act” put forth in the 
U.S. Senate, attempting to 
hold a vote on nullifying 
the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
majority decision in favor 
of Hobby Lobby to decide 
on no-choice as opposed to 
pro-choice concerning a 
woman’s right to make de-
cisions concerning her own 
body.

The majority Supreme 
Court’s decision was made 
by five conservative Catho-

lic men and the dissenting 
votes on women’s rights by 
three women and one man: 
three Jews and one Catho-
lic. Hardly shocking.

The Senate vote was 
equally predictable: 50 
percent of the Republican 
female senators — both of 
them — voted against Hob-
by Lobby. They were Susan 
Collins, of Maine, and Lisa 
Murkowski, of Alaska. The 
other 50 percent of the fe-
male Republicans — the 
other two — who voted 
against their responsibility 
over their own bodies were 
Deb Fischer, of Nebraska, 
and Kelly Ayotte, of New 
Hampshire.

All 43 of the Republi-

can male senators voted 
against women’s rights 
with the exception of Mark 
Kirk, of Illinois.

I hope each man who 
thinks he is a man’s man 
does not ostracize himself 
as a girly boy. Maybe he 
even hates war. Oh, my.

As expected, all 16 
Democratic female sena-
tors with all 37 male sena-
tors voted in favor of the 
women. Brian Schatz, of 
Hawaii, did not vote.

What is all this buzz 
about the Republican war 
on women?

Nicholas Zizelis
Bayside
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T
he Democratic pri-
mary in the 11th 
state Senate district 
in northeast Queens 

seems to be attracting a lot 
of attention in New York 
City with former city Comp-
troller John Liu challeng-
ing incumbent Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside).

It seems Queens Dem-
ocratic Party chairman, 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), has 
been instrumental in initi-
ating this primary against 
Avella for being part of the 
Independent Democratic 
Conference, which works 

with Republicans in the 
Senate.

In none of the other 
New York City counties has 
this action been taken un-
til recently, with Sen. Jeff 
Klein (D-Bronx), a member 
of the IDC, being challenged 
by former state Attorney 
General Oliver Koppell.

In leading this ef-
fort against Avella, it has 
opened an all-out battle 
within the Queens Demo-
cratic Party, not to mention 
possible political confron-
tation with the Working 
Families and Independence 
parties.

Apparently, the Queens 
Democratic organization is 
setting an example for oth-
er state office holders who 
might be considering join-
ing the IDC.

Avella did not help his 
situation when he referred 
to Democratic Party lead-

ers who have organized the 
primary against him as 
party bosses.

Fund-raising is, of 
course, an important as-
pect of political strength, 
and Liu recently raised 
more than half a million 
dollars to Avella’s $130,000.

If Liu wins the Sep-
tember primary, it should 
strengthen the hand of 
Crowley. It remains to 
be seen how it will affect 
Crowley and the Democrat-
ic county organization if 
Avella wins the primary.

Avella is a good cam-
paigner. If he does not have 
the financial resources his 
opponent has, he is at a 
significant disadvantage, 
but Avella is well-known 
throughout the district.

The chances of win-
ning, like in so many pri-
maries, depends upon who 
turns out at the polls. En-

dorsements will also play a 
role in this contest.

This race will pave the 
way for future interparty 
disputes with the Demo-
cratic county organization 
and incumbent legislative 
office holders.

Within the Queens 
Republican Party, with the 
passing of county Chair-
man Phil Ragusa, attorney 
Thomas Ognibene of the 
insurgents has called for 
a court hearing regarding 
the future leadership of the 
Queens GOP.

There are those in all 
GOP factions who would 
like to see a halt to the con-
stant fight for leadership. 
There is a need for negotia-
tions between the opposing 
groups, but if there is fur-
ther action in a new court 
battle, there will be little 
likelihood of peace return-
ing to the Queens Republi-
can Party.

This endless fight for 
leadership control of the 
Queens Republican Party 
has been going on periodi-
cally since the early 1980s 
when the then-Republican 
County chairman, Jack 

Muratori, resigned to de-
vote his full time to his law 
practice when the courts 
ruled he had to give up his 
city councilman-at-large 
seat because the office was 
contrary to the concept of 
“one man, one vote.”

The late Ragusa was 
chairman for about seven 
years, and during most of 
that time he had to fight an 
insurgency against his or-
ganization. That was espe-
cially true during the past 
two years.

It would be best for 
Queens politics if peace 
could be obtained within 
the Queens GOP, although 
interparty battles are part 
of our political system. 
These never-ending battles 
can be overdone.

In all, 2014 will be an 
interesting political year 
in both the Republican and 
Democratic parties.

Liu-Avella race could lead to battles with third parties

Community roundtables will tackle airplane noise issues

A
fter years of pres-
suring for the for-
mation of commu-
nity roundtables to 

discuss airplane noise over 
residential neighborhoods, 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo has 
authorized the formation 
of such groups. Meetings 
were recently held in a 
large hanger at the Vaughn 
College of Aeronautics adja-
cent to LaGuardia Airport.

The Queens roundtable 
consisted of representatives 
from the Port Authority, the 
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Queens Quiet Skies 
and the Eastern Queens Al-
liance. For years members 
of Queens Quiet Skies have 
been visiting civic associa-
tions and other groups to 

pressure for the creation of 
roundtables.

The PA has created a 
Noise Office and has been 
hiring staff. Noise monitors 
are being purchased and 
are being placed around 
the metropolitan area to 
monitor airplane noise.

The PA is starting the 
Part 150 Study authorized 
by Cuomo. It will assess 
noise, create noise contour 
maps and the land uses 
within them and look at 
strategies to reduce air-
plane noise. While all this is 
happening, the FAA is con-
tinuing a massive airspace 
design to streamline the 
nation’s flight patterns that 
began in the late 1990s.

The Part 150 Study 
may come up with flight 
changes, residential sound-
proofing, voluntary land 
purchases and land-use 
planning. The study could 
take three to five years 
with the roundtable act-
ing as a technical advisory 

committee. There will be 
meetings so local residents 
can comment.

There are competing 
suggestions for one round-
table of all the metropolitan 
area airports as opposed to 
one roundtable for each air-
port. To prepare bylaws for 
the roundtable, the mem-
bers will use July to com-
municate via e-mail and 
then meet again in August.

I remember that about 
30 years ago, when Ben 
Rosenthal was our U.S. rep-
resentative, meetings on 
airplane noise were held at 
hotels near LaGuardia Air-
port. There were discus-
sions about Stage 2 and 3 
airplanes, which would be 
quieter. We are still at it!

While roundtables are 
being formed, the Eastern 
Queens Alliance, a federa-
tion of civic associations, 
is suing the FAA to stop the 
extension of a runway. The 
expansion would widen 
it from 150 to 200 feet and 

bring it 730 feet closer to the 
160-acre Idlewild Park. The 
FAA says new safety rules 
require the runway expan-
sion.

The residents want a 
full environmental impact 
study prior to the expan-
sion. People say studies 
have shown that living 
within 6 miles of an airport 
can cause diseases due to 
the chemicals released by 
the airplanes in various 
ways. There is also unhap-
piness that trees are being 
cut down, especially hun-
dreds of taller trees.

GOOD NEWS OF THE 

WEEK: The U.S. Navy has 
just appointed Admiral 
Michelle Howard the first 
four-star admiral in the 
history of the Navy.

Howard was born in 
the country of Jamaica 
and is now the vice chief 
of naval operations. One 
of her pioneering actions 
was when, as commander 
of Task Force 151, she led 
the rescue fleet that saved 
Merchant Marine Capt. 
Richard Phillips from So-
mali pirates in the Indian 
Ocean.

Ironically, Howard 
was not mentioned in the 

movie about the event 
which stared actor Tom 
Hanks. The 54-year-old 
leader has served 32 years 
in the Navy.

BAD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: A recent newspa-
per article said that the 
postal system wants to cut 
service at the Whitestone 
processing center, perhaps 
even close it.

It had attempted to do 
this two years ago, but pub-
lic outcry scuttled the pro-
posal. Civic associations 
and businesses send out 
their bulk newsletters and 
fliers at this facility.

Going to Brooklyn 
would be a hardship for the 
volunteers of the civic asso-
ciations in Queens. Regu-
lar mail would have to go 
to Brooklyn and then come 
back to Queens.

Aren’t there reforms 
which could be implement-
ed which could save money 
yet protect our postal facili-
ties?

COLUMNS

William
Lewis

n

Bob
Harris

n

This primary 
race will pave 
the way for 

future interparty 
disputes within 

the Queens 
Democratic Party 
and incumbents.

Finally, after years of pressure from 
local residents, government has 

authorized such bodies to deal with 
airplane noise.
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BY BILL PARRY

Native American cul-
ture proved to be a big draw 
at the Queens County Farm 
Museum on Little Neck 
Parkway in Glen Oaks over 
the weekend.

More than 14,000 visi-
tors attended the 36th an-
nual Thunderbird Ameri-
can Indian Mid-Summer 
Pow Wow, the city’s oldest 
and largest gathering for 
intertribal dance.

“This is a very good 
powwow, one of the biggest 
on the East Coast every 
year,” dancer Jeff Stevens 
said. “A lot of the old-timers 
think there’s been a decline 
in interest about  native 
American culture since the 
’70s, but I think the crowds 
over the weekend showed 
that it’s making quite a 
comeback.”

Stevens, a professional 
singer and member of the 

Seneca Nation on upstate 
New York’s Allegheny Res-
ervation, said this year’s 
event drew ceremonial 
dancers from across the 
country and Canada.

“They came from 
Minnesota, Arizona, Okla-
homa, even the Seminoles 
are here,” he said. The 
Seminoles were originally 
a Florida tribe, but many 
have migrated to Oklaho-
ma.

More than 40 Indian 
Nations were represented 
at Thunderbird. Specta-
tors sat on bales of hay that 
surrounded a large circle 
laid out in the farm’s apple 
orchard. Hundreds of danc-
ers performed in colorful 
traditional outfits for hours 
in temperatures that ap-
proached the 90s.

There was a poignant 
moment Sunday afternoon 
when the powwow paid 
tribute to the nation’s war 

veterans. During a perfor-
mance of “The Veterans 
Song,” military families 
were invited to dance in the 
circle. A half dozen joined 
in.

There was plenty of 
food and souvenirs for sale 

in tents that surrounded 
the orchard. Arts and 
crafts, jewelry, ceramic 
pottery, walking sticks and 
moccasins were available. 
Food options included In-
dian tacos, elk sausage and 
buffalo chili.

Carol Sobolewski, a 
member of the Abenaki 
Tribe in New Hampshire, 
said she was doing brisk 
business in her souvenir 
stand.

“I travel around the 
Northeast every weekend 
for events like this one. 
Queens has been very good 
for us,” she said.

One stall stood apart 
from the others because 
there was a traditional 
headdress from the Great 
Plains in front and the 
smell of frankincense waft-
ing from inside the tent.

“I get all of the char-
coals and resins and other 
products from different na-
tions around the country,” 
Jeremy, from Staten Island, 
said.

The weekend was a 
big success for the Queens 
County Farm Museum, but 
not because of the $10 ad-
mission fee.

“We were very happy 
with the turnout over the 
weekend because so many 
visitors came and saw the 
park for the first time,” mu-
seum Director Amy Bon-
cardo said.

The history of the 
farm dates back to 1697 and 
it occupies New York City’s 
largest remaining tract 
of undisturbed farmland. 
It encompasses a 47-acre 
parcel that is the longest 
continuously farmed site in 
the state.

“Hopefully, many of 
them will return for some 
of our other events,” Bon-
cardo said. “Our county 
fair is coming up on Sept. 
21. That’s always our big-
gest crowd of the year.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

The Thunderbird American Indian Mid-Summer Pow Wow 
draws thousands to the Queens County Farm Museum. 

Photo by Steven Malecki

Thunderbird Pow Wow draws thousands to Glen Oaks
Native American festival brings together members of 40 Indian nations from around the country

NYC’S PAID SICK LEAVE LAW:  
TOGETHER WE CAN KEEP BUSINESSES STRONG  
AND KEEP NEW YORKERS HEALTHY

CONTACT 311 OR VISIT NYC.GOV AND SEARCH “PAID SICK LEAVE” FOR MORE INFORMATION 

EMPLOYEES  
IN NYC CAN USE  
SICK LEAVE  
STARTING JULY 30
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Opponents of a plan to build a 
megamall on parkland adjacent to 
Citi Field made their arguments 
in State Supreme Court in Man-
hattan Wednesday afternoon.

Supreme Court Justice 
Manuel Mendez heard opposing 
arguments concerning the proj-
ect, which is part of a $3 billion 
redevelopment of Willets Point by 
developers Related Cos. and Ster-
ling Equities, which make up the 
Queens Development Group.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), park advocates and 
civic leaders slapped the city and 
the developers with the lawsuit 
in February contending the site 
slated for the proposed mall is 
mapped as parkland and cannot 
be used for non-recreational use 
without consent of the state Leg-
islature.

The location of the proposed 
mall is currently a parking lot 
that was previously the site of the 
New York Mets’ Shea Stadium 
from 1964-2009 before it was de-

molished. Even though the area 
is now a parking lot, the lawsuit’s 
plaintiffs contend the area is still 
mapped as parkland, according 
to city maps, and is still used for 
recreational purposes.

The developers’ lawyers 
spent much of their time in court 
heralding the economic and envi-
ronmental benefits of the redevel-
opment project, using large visual 
aids to bolster their arguments.

John Low-Beer, a lawyer 
representing the plaintiffs, main-
tained the proposed mall was ille-
gal because the city and develop-
ers did not follow the necessary 
public approvals process for the 
megamall section of the plan.

“This may be the greatest 
project since sliced bread, but the 
city still has to follow the law,” 
Low-Beer said.

The Queens Development 
Group enlisted the help of former 
Chief Judge Judith Kaye to help 
argue their case.

Kaye contended a 1961 statue 
that approved the building of 
Shea Stadium with a provision 

for parking allows the developers 
to build the shopping center on 
the same location. She argued the 
proposed mall fit under the uses 
the statute allowed for, which in-
cluded recreational use.

“Shopping opportunities --- I 
would put that under recreation. 
I don’t know about you,” she 
quipped to Mendez.

Low-Beer countered that the 
megamall did not fall within the 
allowed uses and the 1961 statute 
only applied to construction asso-
ciated with the building of Shea 
Stadium.

The city and developers were 
given an additional two weeks 
to submit a written response to 
certain arguments, which they 
said were not in the original law-
suit. Mendez will then rule on the 
case.

The city and developers are 
also facing an overlapping law-
suit by a group of Willets Point 
business owners called the Sun-
rise Cooperative.

Willets Point is slated to be redeveloped into a new neighborhood with a mega-
mall.

Advocates take city to court over Willets mall

My husband Freddie lived with a proud Jewish faith.
Thanks to Calvary, he died with it, too.

“My Freddie had a vivacious spirit and love for life. Brilliant and dynamic, 
as both an engineer and attorney, he challenged life’s issues with gusto. 
So when terminal cancer relentlessly ripped through his body – and our 
souls – we were horrified to see him suffer. Then Calvary entered our lives. 
First, your Calvary Home Hospice team relieved his pain. Then when he 
needed the round-the-clock services of Calvary Hospital, you were there 
for us again. In his private room, you gave us time to be together as a 
family. Most importantly, you respected our Jewish faith and customs. 
For a few short weeks, Freddie was back! His final days were happy 
ones. Just the way we wanted to remember him. Thank you Calvary”.

- Terri Levine

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Manhattan Supreme Court judge hears arguments from developers contending project is legal
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THE WINDSOR SCHOOL

37-02 Main Street
Flushing, NY 11354

718.359.8300
www.thewindsorschool.com 

Call for additional information regarding admission.
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The New York Mets 
have teamed up with Peo-
ple for the Pavilion, a vol-
unteer organization work-
ing to preserve the historic 
structure that hosted the 
1964 World’s Fair.

The baseball team will 
donate $5 from every ticket 
sold through a special on-
line offer to Friday’s game 
against the San Francisco 
Giants to the nonprofit.

The Pavilion has sat 
rusting for decades after 
serving as a concert venue 
and film set in the 1960s. 
City Parks officials recent-

ly estimated it would cost 
more than $50 million to 
preserve the iconic struc-
ture.

Baseball fans will re-
ceive a free limited edition 
People for the Pavilion T-
shirt with the purchase of 
their ticket.

The offer is available 
at  mets.com/pavilion 

— Alex Robinson

The Queens Central 
Library will close its doors 
for a day Aug. 11 to com-
plete work to renovate the 
customer service and cir-
culation areas.

The central branch, at 
89-11 Merrick Blvd. in Ja-
maica, will reopen the next 
day, Aug. 12, at 1 p.m., ac-
cording to library spokes-
woman.

The new space, with 

new decor, will feature 10 
self-check-out stations and 
the self-service check-ins 
will return to service.

The renovation of these 
areas is part of a $20.2 mil-
lion reform project that is 
being done in several phas-
es, this way, the library re-
mains open while the work 
is completed.

The full renovation is 
expected to be finished in 

2015.
More than 2 million 

people visit the Queens Cen-
tral Library every year.

In the past two years, 
a new cyber center opened 
at the location, as well as 
renovated adult reading, 
reference and teen areas.

— Juan Soto

The grand opening 
of the new police academy 
in College Point has been 
moved back to 2015 follow-
ing more delays, a police 
source familiar with the 
project said.

The academy was 
originally set to open in 
the spring, but there were 
delays because of damage 

caused by Superstorm San-
dy and a fire which ripped 
through the new facility in 
2013. It was then scheduled 
to open its doors in July, 
but suffered further delays 
from vestiges of the fire and 
flood, the source said.

The NYPD is current-
ly working with the city 
Buildings and Fire depart-

ments to get all of the build-
ing’s mechanical systems 
approved and a temporary 
certificate of occupancy.

The NYPD expects the 
new academy’s first class of 
recruits will walk through 
the facility’s doors in Janu-
ary.

— Alex Robinson

For every ticket fans buy 
through a special online deal, 
the Mets will donate $5 to 
People for the Pavilion. 

Photo by Alex Robinson

NYPD academy to open in 2015

Central Library to close for day

Mets pitch in for pavilion

by Dr. Raymond J. Huntington 

One tip parents hear frequently 
regarding the college application 
process is that their teens should 
search far and wide for scholar-
ships. Scholarship search engines 
are a helpful tool to do just that, but 
what is the best approach to getting 
started and which scholarship web-
sites are reputable? Here are a few 
tips on how to best utilize online 
scholarship search engines and a 
few services to consider.

 
While it is a good idea for your teen 
to apply for as many scholarships as 
possible, it is important to first en-
sure that he or she fits the criteria. 
While it is a good idea for your teen 
to apply for as many scholarships as 
possible, it is important to first en-
sure that he or she fits the criteria. 
Scholarship search engines help 
students narrow down hundreds 
of thousands of scholarships to the 
ones they may be eligible for. Your 
teen should be as specific as possible 
when completing an applicant pro-
file in order to start with a suitable 
list of scholarships.

 Most college scholarship 
deadlines are between October and 
March.   It makes sense for your col-
lege-bound student to begin looking 
as early as junior year.

 
If your teen plans to apply for multi-
ple scholarships, it may be tempting 
for him or her to supply the same es-
say, recommendation and other in-
formation to save time. However, it 
is a mistake to gloss over the details 
of each application’s requirements 
and directions or assume it is fine to 
deviate from what is requested.  

What are some scholarship 
search engines? What do each offer? 
Here are four well-known websites 
for you and your teen to explore:

 Founded 1998 
Scholarships.com allows students 
to search more than 2.7 million col-
lege scholarships and grants worth 
more than $1.9 billion. Completing a 
profile takes 15-20 minutes.  In addi-
tion to offering scholarships, the site 
allows students to help colleges find 
them (making it easier for them to 
recruit or offer scholarships). 

 Founded 1995  
Fastweb.com has more than 1.5 mil-
lion scholarships totaling $3.4 bil-
lion. In addition to its scholarship 
database, the website offers tools 
and advice on financial aid, college 
admissions and other topics. After 
completing a profile in a few short 
steps, your teen will get a list of ap-
plicable scholarships. Students are 
notified any time new scholarships 
are added for which they might be 
eligible. 

 The College 
Board’s Scholarship Search tool has 
scholarships, other financial aid and 
internships from 2,200 programs to-
taling nearly $6 billion. Students 
can search scholarships without 
registering for an account. 

The scholarship application pro-
cess takes time and persistence, but 
can certainly pay off. Using schol-
arship search engines is a free way 
to obtain information about a large 
number of scholarships that you and 
your teen likely would not hear of 
otherwise. Just as important, these 
services often offer many other help-
ful features and tools to keep your 
teen motivated and on top of scholar-
ship and other college deadlines. En-
courage your teen to explore these 
websites and go after scholarships 
diligently. Every dollar counts, and 
with dedicated effort, he or she may 
very well win a few scholarships be-
fore packing up for college.

Founded in 1977, Huntington is a pio-
neer and leader in the tutoring industry. 
For over 35 years, Huntington has pro-
vided quality instruction to hundreds 
of thousands of students. Huntington 
prides itself on being “Your Tutoring 
Solution” for students in all grades and 
subjects.  They tutor in reading, pho-
nics, math and study skills; as well as ad-
vanced math and science subjects rang-
ing from algebra through calculus and 
general science through physics.  They 
also prepare students for state and stan-
dardized entrance exams, such as high 
school entrance exams and the SAT and 
ACT. 

Learn more about Huntington at www.
huntingtonhelps.com.  For information 
on franchise opportunities, visit www.
huntingtonfranchise.com.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Using Scholarship Search Engines 
to Your Student’s Advantage

Work at this year’s US Open Tourney
One of the US Open’s 

concession stand compa-
nies, Amerivents, is once 
again reaching out to resi-
dents in Queens to work for 
them during this event.

It will be holding in-
terviews at the Flushing 
Library Aug. 11 from noon 

to 5 p.m.
Workers will make be-

tween $8.50 to $14 an hour 
and could possibly make 
between $1,500 to $3,000 in 
those two weeks. Although 
these job applications are 
temporary, there is an op-
portunity to become a part 

of Amerivents full-time.
People who are look-

ing to apply should reg-
ister first before going to 
the event Aug. 11 at Flush-
ing Library by visiting 
amerivents.com and go to 
“talent registration.”
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BY BILL PARRY

Sunnyside residents 
were surprised and relieved 
last Thursday to see their 
library reopen a month ear-
lier than expected after it 
was closed for roof replace-
ment in June.

Queens library offi-
cials thought the branch 
would not be back in busi-
ness until late August at 
the earliest.

“Queens Library is 
delighted to welcome the 
Sunnyside community 
back,” a spokeswoman said. 
“There’s still plenty of time 
for summer reading, and so 
much more.”

The city Department 
of Design and Construction 
was in charge of the proj-
ect. “Fortunately, we were 
able to complete the first 
phase of the library’s roof 
replacement in a month’s 
time, which allows the li-
brary to reopen while the 
rest of the work is complet-
ed,” DDC Commissioner Dr. 

Feniosky Pena-Mora said. 
“We are delighted that the 
community will be getting 
their library back ahead of 
schedule, particularly dur-
ing the summer months 
when library access is 
needed the most.”

The timing was prob-
lematic for area children 
because the nearby park, 
Noonan Playground direct-

ly across the street, was 
also closed for a renovation 
project.

“There was no place 
for the kids to go while their 
parents were at work,” a 
48th Street resident named 
Lorraine said. “Kids can 
stay here until the parents 
are home or else they’re 
on the streets getting in 
trouble.”

City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside), who allocated 
$600,000 for the project, 
said, “The reopening of 
the Sunnyside Library — 
a month ahead of schedule 
— is a huge victory for all 
local residents who love 
and use the popular local 
branch. The replacement 
of the library’s roof will 
strengthen the structure, 
prevent leaking ceilings 
and protect the library’s 
collection for decades to 
come.”

It is also a relief for 
area senior citizens who 
had been using the Wood-
side and Court Square 
branches during the clo-
sure.

“I’m 70 and I’m tired of 
walking to Woodside,” Lor-
raine said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

The Sunnyside Library reopens a month earlier than expected fol-
lowing a roof replacement project. Photo by Bill Parry

Sunnyside library already reopened

8900 Van Wyck Expressway, Jamaica, NY 11418 • www.jamaicahospital.org

Free 
Newsletter 
Subscription

Fewer Pregnant Women in South 
East Queens Receive Pre-Natal Care 
than the New York City Average. 
We Can Help. 
For More Information or to Schedule an 
Appointment, Call 718-291-3276

HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE 
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:
PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. 
FEDERBUSCH, DPM

Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics
65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

 Hours By Appointment

718-366-FEET
718-366-3338

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Saturday Hours 
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The 36th annual Grand Mid-Summer Pow-Wow 
was held at the Queens County Farm Museum 
Sunday. Several participants (clockwise from 
top L.) performed traditional dances for those 
in attendance; Robert White, (L.), of the Lakota 
tribe and LiLi Lucero of Navaho and Mexican an-
cestry dress for the occasion;  two girls make 
their way to the circle dance; a member of the 
Narragansett tribe perform a blanket dance; an-
other dancer takes his turn; and jewelry sits on 
display for visitors. Photos by Steven Malecki 

Native American Traditions
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Rikers Island may 
soon be under Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown’s jurisdiction, but 
not if he has anything to 
say about it.

A recently passed bill 
in Albany would make it so 
that crimes committed on 
the island, which is home 
to the city’s main jail com-
plex, would be prosecuted 
by Brown instead of Bronx 
District Attorney Robert 
Johnson.

The piece of legislation 
was pushed by the Correc-
tion Officers’ Benevolent 
Association president, 
which represents correc-
tions officers.

COBA has contended 
officers have been unfairly 
prosecuted in many in-
stances in the Bronx.

“The track record of 
Richard Brown makes me 

think they would get a fair 
shake in the Borough of 
Queens,” said Norman Sea-
brook, president of COBA.

The association active-
ly lobbied state Assembly-
man Joe Lentol (D-Brook-
lyn), who signed on to be 
the bill’s sponsor.

COBA has sought sup-
port on both sides of the 
aisle and put pressure on 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo to 
get the piece of legislation 
passed.

Lentol said in an inter-
view the bill was not meant 
to be a slight against John-
son and that it made sense 
to prosecute Rikers Island 
crimes in Queens, as they 
are already processed at 
the borough’s precincts.  
Rikers Island is part of the 
Bronx, but the entrance is 
through Queens.

“Both DAs are excel-
lent DAs and they have 
a very good record as 

prosecutors as far as I’m 
concerned,” Lentol said. 
“It doesn’t make any dif-
ference to me which one 
handles these cases, but it 
makes more sense for them 
to be handled in Queens.”

Lentol said the bill 
will transfer jurisdiction of 
crimes that are only com-
mitted after the bill is en-
acted.

Both Brown and John-
son opposed the swap and 
sent a letter to Cuomo urg-
ing him not to sign the bill 
into law.

“This flawed bill is an 
unfunded mandate which 
serves no useful purpose,” 
they said in the letter. “It 
is also questionable con-
stitutionality would cause 
significant disruption and 
needless litigation in the 
courts of both Bronx and 
Queens counties, would im-
pact negatively on cases in 
all of New York City’s five 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

September’s Demo-
cratic primary between 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) and former city 
Comptroller John Liu will 
be for all the marbles since 
there will be no Republican 
contender on the ballot.

For the first time in 
more than four decades, 
Queens Republicans have 
failed to amass enough pe-
tition signatures to get a 
candidate on the ballot in 
District 11, according to the 
city Board of Elections.

The GOP collected a 
mere 788 signatures for its 
candidate, Elio Forcina, far 
short of the 1,000 required 
to get on the ballot.

“It’s a huge disappoint-
ment to see the Queens 
Republican organization 
is just so incompetent that 

we can’t even get a candi-
date in a district in which 
Republicans can win,” said 
John Watch, the former 
president of the North East 
Queens Republican Club, 
who still serves on the 
group’s board. “It’s a joke.”

Of the signatures gath-
ered in the district, only 545 
were valid, the BOE said.

Timothy Furey had 
originally submitted peti-
tions to run on the Republi-
can ticket in what is consid-
ered one of the city’s more 
conservative districts, but 
decided to drop out of the 
race shortly after he filed.

Furey did not respond 
to requests for comment.

Forcina, an attorney 
who ran against state As-
semblyman Ed Braunstein 
(D-Bayside) in a 2010 prima-
ry as a conservative Demo-
crat, was then substituted 
as Furey’s replacement on 
the doomed ticket.

“It’s a shame conser-
vative and Republican vot-
ers are not going to have a 
choice in the general elec-
tion,” Forcina said in an in-

Queens Republicans substitut-
ed Elio Forcina on their ticket, 
but failed to gather enough 
signatures to get him on the 
ballot.

Queens DA to handle
Rikers Island crimes

GOP won’t challenge Avella 
after failing to get signatures

Children who attend free, full-day, high-quality 
pre-K learn to problem solve, ask questions, 
and work together. 

Find out more about our two year planfor Pre-K  
for All at nyc.gov/prek.

#OpportunityStartsNow
Children born in 2010 are still eligible to apply for free, 

full-day, high-quality pre-K.
Call 311 ����/nycschoolsText “prek” to 877-877

Correction group wants Brown 
to handle Rikers Island crimes

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Rikers Island may 
soon be under Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown’s jurisdiction, but 
not if he has anything to 
say about it.

A recently passed bill 
in Albany would make it so 
that crimes committed on 
the island, which is home 
to the city’s main jail com-
plex, would be prosecuted 
by Brown instead of Bronx 
District Attorney Robert 
Johnson.

The piece of legislation 
was pushed by the Correc-
tion Officers’ Benevolent 
Association president, 
which represents correc-
tions officers.

COBA has contended 
officers have been unfairly 
prosecuted in many in-
stances in the Bronx.

“The track record of 
Richard Brown makes me 
think they would get a fair 
shake in the Borough of 
Queens,” said Norman Sea-
brook, president of COBA.

The association active-
ly lobbied state Assembly-
man Joe Lentol (D-Brook-
lyn), who signed on to be 
the bill’s sponsor.

COBA has sought sup-
port on both sides of the 
aisle and put pressure on 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo to 
get the piece of legislation 
passed.

Lentol said in an inter-
view the bill was not meant 
to be a slight against John-
son and that it made sense 
to prosecute Rikers Island 
crimes in Queens, as they 
are already processed at 
the borough’s precincts.  
Rikers Island is part of the 
Bronx, but the entrance is 

through Queens.
“Both DAs are excel-

lent DAs and they have 
a very good record as 
prosecutors as far as I’m 
concerned,” Lentol said. 
“It doesn’t make any dif-
ference to me which one 
handles these cases, but it 
makes more sense for them 
to be handled in Queens.”

Lentol said the bill 
will transfer jurisdiction of 
crimes that are only com-
mitted after the bill is en-
acted.

Both Brown and John-
son opposed the swap and 
sent a letter to Cuomo urg-
ing him not to sign the bill 
into law.

“This flawed bill is an 
unfunded mandate which 
serves no useful purpose,” 
they said in the letter. “It 
is also questionable con-

Continued on Page 53 Continued on Page 53
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

For the seventh time 
in 16 years, the Straphang-
ers Campaign has chosen 
the No. 7 train as the city’s 
best subway line.

The transit advocacy 
agency designated the No. 
2 train the worst among 19 
subway lines.

“For riders, the sub-
ways can range from daily 
trips on a lucky 7 to being 
stuck with a terrible 2,” 
said Gene Russianoff, the 
Straphangers Campaign se-
nior attorney. “Disparities 
abound and have come to 
define our city’s subways.”

The No. 7 ranked high-
est because it performed 
above average on three 
measures: delays caused by 
mechanical breakdowns, 
seat availability at the most 
crowded point during rush 
hour and subway cleanli-
ness.

The Straphangers said 
the No. 7 did not get a higher 
rating because it performed 
below average on regular-
ity of service and subway 
car announcements.

The No. 7 runs be-
tween Times Square and 
Main Street-Flushing in 
Queens.

As for the No. 2, it was 
only the second time it had 
been rated worst. The No. 
2 performed below average 
on three measures: regular-
ity of service, delays caused 
by mechanical breakdowns 
and seat availability dur-
ing rush hour.

The No. 2 did not get 
a lower rating, as it tied 
for best in the system on 
car announcements and 
performed near average 
on subway car cleanliness 
and amount of scheduled 
service.

The No. 2 runs from 
Brooklyn College to Wake-
field, the Bronx.

In other categories:
• The best chance of 

getting a seat at rush hour 
was the R train at 66 per-
cent.

• The C and J/Z were 
the cleanest and the Q was 
the dirtiest.

• The Nos. 6 and 7 of-
fered the most scheduled 
service with a 2 1/2-minute 
wait at rush hour.

• On scheduled an-

nouncements, the Nos. 2, 5 
and 6 and E and Q lines had 
a perfect performance for 
accurate and understand-
able announcements. The 
C line was the worst with 
missing or garbled an-
nouncements 23 percent of 
the time.

• The E had the best 
record on delays caused 
by car mechanical failures 
— one every 546,744 miles. 
The C was worst with a 
breakdown rate nearly 10 
miles higher: every 58,859 
miles.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

 The Straphangers Campaign ranked the No. 7 train as the most re-
liable subway line in its annual survey.

Group names No. 7 train 
city’s best, No. 2 the worst

       MSI-U 

The Ugly Face of
D e p r e s s i o n

The Ugly Face of
D e p r e s s i o n

Not Seeing Results from your Antidepressant?
If you’ve tried treatment for depression and found that it didn’t help enough, 
you may be interested to know that doctors in your area are conducting a 
research study with an investigational, add-on anti-depressant medication. If 
you are 21-70 years of age, you may be eligible to receive evaluation of your 
depression with our Board Certified physician, study medication or placebo, 
and visits to our private clinic, all at no cost. Please call for more information. 

(212) 595-5012
The Medical Research Network, LLC

134 E. 93rd St, NY, NY 10128    www.MedicalResearchNetwork.com

 
Aug 12-14  &  19-21 
5:30 pm – 8:00 pm 

Tutoring Grades K-8  Enrollment limited 
Registration 

Fri Aug 8: 6:00 pm– 8:00 pm 
Sat Aug 9: 10:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Good Shepherd Church 
134-52 228th Street 

Laurelton, NY 11413 
718 528-5068 

Our God is Awesome! 

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!
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BY BILL PARRY

Sunnyside has a new public 
space directly under the No. 7 
subway station at 46th Street and 
Queens Boulevard, thanks to a 
collaboration between the Sun-
nyside Shines BID and the city 
Department of Transportation’s 
NYC Plaza Program.

At a ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny Tuesday afternoon, Business 
Improvement District Executive 
Director Rachel Thieme wel-
comed the community to “Bliss 
Plaza,” a 5,500-square-foot oasis 
in between the westbound and 
eastbound lanes of the boulevard 
that runs straight through the 
middle of the neighborhood.

“This plaza will bring both 
sides of Queens Boulevard togeth-
er as one community,” City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) said. “This is a very 
big development for us all.”

Delilah Hall, the Queens 
DOT commissioner, called it Sun-
nyside’s front porch, adding that 

the agency is months away from 
opening a second plaza in the 
neighborhood, under the 40th 
Street No. 7 station. It will basi-
cally be the same as Bliss Plaza.

At 46th Street, the DOT filled 
in the roadway with concrete to 
give it a level surface. A dozen 
moveable tables with 24 chairs 
were set out and 16 large planters 
were positioned along the plaza’s 
borders.

“It turned out even better 
than I thought it would,” Thieme 
said. “I didn’t think the planters 
would be as big as they are — it 
adds so much to a space that had 
zero color.”

Dozens of residents played a 
role in the plaza’s design through 
a series of public workshops. The 
space will be open to visitors from 
9 a.m. to dusk each day and a non-
profit group called The Neighbor-
hood Plaza Partnership will be in 
charge of putting away the tables 
and chairs each night while main-
taining the planters.

“Ten years ago you’d see Jer-

sey barricades along the borders 
here —now you see potted plants,” 
Van Bramer said. “Newcomers 
who come to try out one of our res-

taurants will see this great plaza 
and have an image of Sunnyside 
that will be better than last week 
and that’s a big win.”

Joe Conley, chairman of 
Community Board 2, had had his 
eyes on the space for years.

“It’s one of the busiest sub-
way stations in the borough.  Over 
4.7 million people come through 
that station every year — that’s 
twice the population of Queens,” 
he said. “I always thought it could 
be more presentable and leave a 
better impression.”

Conley led a crusade last win-
ter against a number of vendors 
who set up shop at the location 
paving the way for the project .

“I think it’s a neat first step, 
but there are other things we 
have in mind for the plaza. We’ll 
have better lighting and way-
finder signs. I also want to have 
all the newspaper boxes central-
ized. The vision we have is much 
bigger, but this is a good start.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4538.

A new public plaza recently opened underneath one of the busiest subway sta-
tions in the borough. Photo by Bill Parry

New public plaza opens in middle of Queens Boulevard
Sunnyside BID and city agency work together to create better use of space under subway station
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Dental Implants
• Crowns/Bridges/Veneer • Root Canal                                                                                                    
• Extrac�ons • Cosme�c/Esthe�c Den�stry 
• Dentures • Braces                                                                      

Call us or visit us today
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BY BILL PARRY

Opposition to the pro-
posed expansion of the 82nd 
Street Partnership was in 
full throttle at two separate 
public meetings last Thurs-
day.

Speaker after speaker 
denounced the plan that 
would extend the Busi-
ness Improvement District 
from 82nd Street in Jack-
son Heights all the way to 
104th Street and Roosevelt 
Avenue in Corona, includ-
ing Junction Boulevard up 
to 35th Avenue.

The new Jackson 
Heights-Corona BID would 
encompass 440 lots as well 
as about 850 commercial 
tenants and provide small 
business assistance, help 
with street maintenance 
and safety and fund special 
events. Landlords and busi-
ness owners would pay a 
yearly fee to be determined 
by special assessments.

City Councilwoman 

Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst), a supporter of 
the expansion plan, opened 
the evening session at the 
Sabor Latino restaurant in 
Elmhurst with a warning.

“You are going to hear 
the complaints and negativ-
ity, but try to keep an open 
mind,” she said.

Each speaker had 
three minutes to state his 
or her case. Many spoke of 
taxation without represen-
tation, of small businesses 
and immigrant vendors 
getting displaced, of higher 
rents. Some who spoke in 
support of the plan were 
heckled by the crowd of 
nearly 200.

“We actually expected 
that because the opposi-
tion has gotten more orga-
nized,” 82nd Street Part-
nership Executive Director 
Seth Taylor said. “At the 
end of the day it’s the vote 
of the direct stakeholders 
in the district that will de-
cide if this proposal moves 

forward. We’re confident 
there is enough support 
among the commercial ten-
ants, property owners and 
residents in the district.”

Taylor pointed out 
that much of the opposition 
came from people from out-
side the district, but when 
members of Make the Road 
New York spoke against the 
plan, it was something of a 

surprise because their lead 
organizer, Daniel Coates, 
sits on the 16-member steer-
ing committee for the BID.

Fausto Rodriguez, 
owner of a medical clinic on 
90th Street and Roosevelt 
Avenue, and members of 
Make The Road New York 
made the statement for the 
group, saying, “As a small 
business owner and mem-

ber of a multifaceted orga-
nization, we are concerned 
about the impact the BID 
would have on our com-
munity and cannot support 
it as it is currently pro-
posed.”

Taylor said he was 
open to negotiations with 
the advocacy group,” he 
said. “We need to continue 
the conversation and bet-
ter understand their con-
cerns,”

One speaker electrified 
the room when he warned 
that the immigrants who 
saved these neighborhoods 
would be expelled by gen-
trification. Arturo Ignacio 
Sanchez, who once taught 
Taylor Urban Planning at 
the Pratt Institute, is now 
a columnist for the newspa-
per QueensLatino.

Sanchez accused Tay-
lor, in a recent column, of 
grabbing him violently and 
crossing out his notes dur-
ing a recent interview that 
turned into an argument.

“He disrespected me, a 
Latino man. If he could talk 
to me like that, how does he 
talk to the other Latinos?” 
Sanchez said.

His newspaper has 
called for Taylor’s resigna-
tion.

In a statement, Taylor 
wrote, “At no time during 
those hours of meetings did 
he tell me he felt disrespect-
ed. The tone and tenor that 
he describes in his column 
does not match my recollec-
tion of our conversation.”

In the next few weeks 
the district stakeholders 
will vote on the plan.

“Emotions are run-
ning high and people are 
passionate about their 
neighborhood’s future, so 
we don’t want to dwell on 
the negative,” Taylor said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Many speakers denounce the planned expansion of the 82nd 
Street Partnership into Corona. Photo by Bill Parry

Voices raised over expansion of 82nd St. BID

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, A
UG. 1–7, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
25

TL

BY BILL PARRY

The streets on Long Is-
land City are getting clean-
er and safer.

After years of pressure 
from residents and elected 
officials, the city Depart-
ment of Transportation 
installed stop signs along 
Center Boulevard several 
weeks ago, and the agency 
plans on adding pedestrian 
crosswalks at 48th and 49th 
avenues in August, accord-
ing to spokeswoman Nicole 
Garcia.

“We are also working 
with our partners at the 
NYPD on enforcement-re-
lated concerns at this loca-
tion,” she said.

Hundreds of area 
residents attended a rally 
in May calling for safety 
measures along the road-
way that runs past two wa-
terfront parks and several 
schools.

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) said there were five 
serious accidents on the 
boulevard during the first 
few months of the year, cit-
ing data from the 108th Pre-
cinct.

“Center Boulevard was 
like a speedway with no 
traffic calming measures 
at all,” Van Bramer said. 
“I’ve been battling for the 
4 1/2 years that I’ve been 
councilman for these mea-
sures. The new administra-
tion moved quickly and we 
appreciate it.”

He added that Deputy 
Inspector Brian Hennessy, 
the 108th’s commander, 
would step up traffic en-
forcement in the area.

Meanwhile, street 
cleaners from the Doe Fund 
expanded their operation in 
Long Island City  last week. 
Van Bramer made the an-
nouncement at a Tuesday 
press event near the Pu-
laski Bridge, at a freshly 
power-washed underpass 
at 11th Street and 50th Av-
enue.

“Street-cleaning is im-
portant and we’re tackling 

it head-on,” he said. “Two 
years ago we launched our 
first program with the Doe 
Fund in Woodside and it 
was enormously successful. 
Woodside is much cleaner 
now.” The Doe Fund helps 
formerly homeless and 
incarcerated individuals 
with work, housing and 
other services.

Van Bramer allocated 
$135,000 in funding to re-
new the arrangement in 
Woodside, increase service 
throughout  Hunters Point 
and bring the cleaners to 
Dutch Kills as well.

“This area under the 
Pulaski Bridge is much 
more traveled with people 
trying to get to the No. 7 
station, but it’s incredibly 
dirty and hard to clean 
with all the pigeon poop 
and even harder to get vari-
ous agencies to focus on it,” 
Van Bramer said. “Now 
... this area was power-
washed last night, making 
it clean and safe for fami-
lies making their way to 
the waterfront.”

Tamar Weinstock, a 
resident of one of the new 
condos near the Pulaski 
Bridge, said, “It was like 
night and day compared 

to what it had been before. 
I actually got choked up 
when I saw it cleaned.”

Dana Frankel, direc-
tor of economic develop-
ment and planning at the 
LIC Partnership, lives in 
the area and liked the new 
initiative.

“Clean and well-main-
tained streets attract new 
business and gives resi-
dents pride in their neigh-
borhood,” she said. “Clean 
streets makes a big differ-
ence.”

The traffic-calming 
measures on Center Bou-
levard and the aggressive 
cleaning services are part 
of a larger vision.

“We’re building a mod-
el community here in Long 
Island City,” Van Bramer 
said. “We have world-class 
parks, the best schools, 
more cultural programs on 
the way. It’s a great neigh-
borhood in LIC, that’s why 
everyone wants to move 
here.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer announces the expansion of his 
street cleaning initiative. Photo by Bill Parry

LIC to get crosswalks
for Center Boulevard

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 
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BY BILL PARRY

Two men were killed 
in separate incidents 
sparked by arguments dur-
ing a bloody weekend in 
Woodside.

Police from the 108th 
Precinct responded to a 911 
call just after 1 a.m. Satur-
day outside Queens Palace, 
at 37-27 57th St.

Officers discovered a 
25-year-old man with a gun-
shot wound to the left leg 
and back and a 24-year-old 
man with blunt force trau-
ma to the head. Both were 
transported to Elmhurst 
Hospital Center, where the 
24-year-old was pronounced 
dead on arrival, according 
to the NYPD.

The dead man was 
identified as Eduardo Rojas 
of 61st Street in Brooklyn. 
The 25-year-old was in sta-
ble condition, police said.

Sergeant Osso of the 
108th Precinct was super-
vising the investigation 
scene where more than a 

dozen markers were placed 
over evidence in the street, 
later Saturday morning.

Police officers investigate the crime scene outside the Queens 
Palace Saturday morning. Photo by Bill Parry

Violent weekend in Woodside
leaves two dead after shootings

MTA offi cers save residents
from blaze in LIC building

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

MTA Bridges and Tun-
nels officers saved more 
than a dozen people from a 
fire that swept a four-story 
building near the Queens-
Midtown Tunnel early 
Wednesday, the MTA said.

The transit agency 
said no civilian injuries 
were reported in the two-
alarm fire that broke out 
about 6:30 a.m., at 10-39 51st 
Ave. in Long Island City, al-
though Joseph Vasquez and 
Ronald Linck were injured 
while evacuating residents 
from the building.

Both officers were tak-
en to Bellevue Hospital for 
treatment of cuts, bruises 
and smoke inhalation.

Five firefighters also 
suffered injuries. The fire 
was in a building adjacent 
to the toll booth plaza for 

the Midtown Tunnel.
“We saw heavy flames 

and smoke as we ap-
proached and we started 

knocking on doors to rouse 
people,” Bridges and Tun-
nels Sgt. Kris Owens said.

Owens was aided by 
Sgts. Paul Leggio and Ja-
cinth Thomas and Officers 
Steven Wall, Dave Rivera 
and James McGuigan. The 
Bridges and Tunnels men 
also evacuated two build-
ings adjacent to the fire.

Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority Chair-
man Thomas Prendergast 
praised their actions.

“Our Bridges and Tun-
nels officers work around 
the clock to protect our 
customers from hazards of 
vehicular traffic, but when 
they saw lives at risk off 
our property, these brave 
officers did not hesitate to 
plunge into danger to save 
them,” he said. “I am proud 
of their selfless actions to 
protect the public.”

A two-alarm fire erupt-
ed in a building at 10-39 
51st Ave. in Long Island City 
early Wednesday, injur-
ing five firefighters and two 
Bridge and Tunnel officers. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado

Continued on Page 54
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

The city has sold a 
vacant property in down-
town Flushing to a Bayside 
developer who has plans to 
convert the building into 
a mixed-use community 
space.

The city Economic De-
velopment Corp. finalized 
the sale of the lot, at 135-15 
40th Road, to Success 88 
LLC for $1.5 million last 
week.

The building has be-
come an eyesore on an oth-
erwise vibrant street since 
it was vacated in 2005. 
It used to serve as office 
space for the city Sanita-
tion Department before it 
was abandoned because of 
structural damage.

EDC issued a request 
for proposals for developers 

interested in transforming 
the property in 2011 and 
selected Success 88 LLC in 
2012.

The new building will 
be required to have at least 
one entire story and no less 
than 1,000 square feet de-
voted to a community facil-
ity as part of its agreement 
with the city. The other 
stories will be commercial 
and retail space.

Betsy Mak, who heads 
Success 88 LLC, said she is 
still getting estimates from 
engineers for the project, 
but she expects the ground 
floor will be retail space, 
the floor above that will 
be the community facility 
and the rest will be office 
space.

“We’re still in the de-
signing phase,” she said.

The inclusion of the 

community space will allow 
the firm to build a facility 
up to 12,000 square feet. Al-
though zoning laws would 
have normally restricted 
Mak to build a maximum 
of 8,500 square feet of re-
tail and commercial space, 
a special category of the 
city’s zoning law allows the 
developers to build an ad-
ditional 3,500 square feet 
because of the community 
space.

Mak said work should 
begin on the site within six 
months.

Success 88 LLC has a 
long history of renovating 
and developing properties 
across the city, including 
more than 30 projects in 
Queens since 1989, accord-
ing to the EDC.

BY JUAN SOTO

They capture present-
day images that will be im-
mortalized tomorrow.

They are the amateur 
photographers of the South-
east Queens Camera Club, 
an organization founded in 
2005 that brings together 
neighbors who share the 
passion for black and white 
and color prints.

“We just love photog-
raphy,” Leonard Nangle, 
president of the club, said. 
“A lot of members were 
part of other clubs, but 
there was nothing like this 
in our communities, in mi-
nority communities.”

Nangle, who became 
president of the association 
last year, pointed out that 
club members participate 
all year long in field trips 
and workshops to gain ex-
perience, correct errors 
and shoot photos for them-
selves and competitions.

Four founding mem-
bers planted the seed that 
created the Southeast 
Queens Camera Club in 
2005 by printing 1,000 in-
formational fliers, distrib-
uting them in banks and 
libraries and holding their 
first meeting.

Now, the 58-member 
club meets three Tuesdays 
a month from September 
until June at Roy Wilkins 

Park in Jamaica. Members 
pay the annual $30 dues for 
individuals, or $50 for fami-
lies, no matter their size.

The founders of the 
club were Ron Caldwell, 
Dorothy Gist, Jim Grant 
and Hughe Williams.

“Forty people showed 
up for the meeting,” said 
Nangle, who became inter-
ested in photography while 
in high school. “At the time, 
digital photography was 
becoming popular and our 
neighbors wanted to learn 
how to use their cameras.”

The organization is 
one of the 23 camera club 
members of the Photo-
graphic Federation of Long 
Island. It assists with the 
annual Art Exhibit by the 
Southern Queens Park As-
sociation.

“Our members exhibit 
their work at the Art Exhib-
it,” explained Nangle, who 
is a financial expert.

Leonard Nangle, president of 
the Southeast Queens camera 
Club. Photo by Nat Valentine

Developer buys Flushing lot
to build community facility

Amateur photographers
capture southeast Queens

JOIN & ROLL YOUR 
WAY TO FREE PLAY!

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

In Queens Near JFK Airport. 
Locate Your Free Shuttle: RWRedExpress.com

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. 
PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-hour Problem Gaming Hotline: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

August 1 – December 31, 2014

PLUS  EARN & GET 

$10 Dining Voucher on sign-up day.
New members only. See Genting Rewards for rules and details.

WIN UP TO $100 FREE PLAY.

Continued on Page 54



TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. 
Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!
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CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2013 CHEVY

$99 $103
Stk# 1382, 3k mi. Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR: $115

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#73236

$10,995
CIVIC'12 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
31k miles, Stk#5650

$15,995
ROGUE'13 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
11k miles, Stk#7453

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
CAMARO'14 CHEVY

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#6879

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
21k miles, Stk#84619

COROLLA2013 TOYOTA

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2001 Honda Civic, 87k  73406 $2,995
 2000 Honda Civic, 130k 544413 $2,995
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2004 Lexus IS 300, 84k 40087448 $4,995
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM! 

   

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

2010 Honda Fit, 17k 73329 $6,395 
2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 465633 $9,995
 2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $10,888
       MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!
  

 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $11,500
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 72824 $13,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995 
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!
 

 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995 
 2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee, 19k 134954 $16,900 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 82896 $16,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $18,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2012 Ford Explorer, 34k 2398 $21,895
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $28,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 36k 034527 $9,995 
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Grand Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 036772 $13,995 
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $13,995
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37, 52k 83017 $14,888
 

CRV2011 HONDA

Stk# 4923, 24k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995

328i xdrive2013 BMW

Stk# 3881, 18k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

ALTIMA2013 NISSAN

Stk# 267298, 20k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995

C3002011 MERCEDES

Stk# 3824, 14k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

ML-3502011 MERCEDES

Stk# 5589, 25k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

PILOT LX2011 HONDA

Stk# 5210, 23k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$14,995

ESCAPE2012 FORD

Stk# 7278, 72k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$10,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2012 MERCEDESGL-450

Stk# 7339, 23k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$34,995

$8,995
ELANTRA'13 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 
28k miles, Stk#3640

RAV42011 TOYOTA

Stk# 1066, 48k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$9,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2011 ACURA MDX

Stk#1321, 48k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$23,459

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us,  We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE
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The Sea Czars from Hunter High School practice on Meadow Lake.  
Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY GABRIELLE PRUSAK

The legend behind the Drag-
on Boat races dates back to the 
4th century B.C. to a Chinese 
politician, poet and activist, Qu 
Yuan, who committed suicide by 
jumping into the water. 

Qu Yuan was a court min-
ister for the king of Chu, which 
was his home state. Yuan, taking 
advantage of his power and his 
closeness to the king, advocated 
reforms that the king ended up 
disliking. Eventually the king 
had enough of Yuan and his po-
litical ideals and banished him. 

While in exile, Yuan wan-
dered the countryside and wrote 
poetry expressing his concerns 
about his homeland and its peo-
ple. Then, in 278 B.C., Yuan was 
informed that his beloved Chu 
had been invaded. Heartbroken, 
he held a rock  in order to commit 
ritual suicide as a form of pro-
test against the corruption and 
drowned in the Miluo River. 

Legend has it that the local 

fishermen who saw what hap-
pened raced to save him but could 
not find his body. It is told that the 

fishermen slammed their paddles 
in the water and were beating on 
drums to scare the fishes away 

while racing to rescue him. The 
fishermen also tried to distract 
the fish from eating his body by 

throwing rice dumplings into the 
water, representing an offering to 
his heroic spirit. 

Now at the Dragon Boat 
races, dumplings are still a part 
of the menu at the festival which 
begins on the fifth day of the fifth 
lunar month each year. 

This year, the Dragon Boat 
Festival and races will be held 
Sat., Aug. 9, and  Sun., Aug. 10. 

Four days before the races, 
the dragon boats are taken out 
of their resting places with their 
heads and tails attached. They are 
then brought to Buddhist monks 
who bless the boats for good luck. 
Finally, the boats are brought 
back to life by having their eyes 
dotted with red paint.  

In Hong Kong, the fisher-
men from the outlying territory 
islands of Lantau, Lamma, and 
Cheung Chau, continue to follow 
the Dragon Boat rituals. When 
the races are done, it is the tradi-
tion to spend the rest of the day 
watching street theater, Chinese 
dance performances and martial 
arts demonstrations. 

Dragon Boat races honor 
patriotic acts of statesman/poet

Officials paint the eye of the dragon during the opening ceremonies in 2013. Photo by Christina Santucci

A dragon head decorates the front of a boat during last year’s festivities. Photo by Christina Santucci
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For more information, please call 1-877-786-6560 or visit NYCBFamily.com

Proudly SupportsProudly Supports

TheThe2424thth
AnnualAnnual

Hong Kong Dragon
Boat Festival

Hong Kong Dragon
Boat Festival
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Culinary delights from past and present come together
Traditional rice balls share space with global cuisine at event’s food court

BY SUZANNE PARKER

The fifth day of the 
fifth month of the lunar cal-
endar has come and gone, 
on June 2, to be precise. 
This is the date the Chinese 
celebrate the poet/scholar/
patriot Quan Yuan. In 
Queens we will be paying 
tribute to this Chinese folk 
hero with The Hong Kong 
Dragon Boat Festival in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park Saturday, Aug. 9 and 
Sunday, Aug. 10.  

As a minister of the 
state of Chu, Quan Yuan 
warned of an impending in-
vasion by the State of Qin.  

False accusations were 
made against him by his 
political enemies, and he 
was dismissed from office.  
After his warnings to the 
powers that went unheed-
ed, he composed his final 
poem and threw himself 
into the Milou River rather 

than face defeat by the forc-
es of Qin. Local fishermen 
rushed to his rescue, but 
were neither able to save 
him nor recover his body. 
The dragon boat races sym-
bolize the frantic attempts 
to rescue Qu Yuan.

The people of Chu, 
mourning the death of Qu 
Yuan, threw packets of rice 
into the river to feed his 
hungry ghost every year 
on the fifth day of the fifth 
moon. This gave rise to the 
custom of eating “zhongzi” 
— Chinese rice “tamales.” 
Although always made with 
sticky rice, they be made in 
different shapes and can 
have various fillings. In 
the north part of the coun-
try, people favor the jujube 
as filling, while the south 
use sweetened bean paste, 
fresh meat, or egg yolk. 
All versions are wrapped 
in bamboo or lotus leaves 
and tied, a tricky business 

requiring practice.
Other folk customs 

are associated with this 
holiday as well. Tradition-
alists in parts of China — 
and possibly in Queens? 
— adorn children’s cloth-
ing with fragrant pouches 
hung with colored threads, 
or tie colored threads 
around children’s necks, 

wrists and ankles on this 
day.  Only after the first 
summer rainfall can the 
children throw the thread 
into the river. This is 
thought to protect the chil-
dren from disease. Some 
people also put mugwort 
leaves and calamus on the 
top of the doors to discour-
age disease. It is said that 

the stem and the leaves of 
these plants discharge a 
special aroma which can 
dispel the mosquitoes, flies 
and purify the air.  

If you’ve never tried 
zhongzi, there will be am-
ple opportunity at the race’s 

food court. Several vendors 
will be offering them along 
with other multicultural 
snacks.  Wash them down 
with some artisanal Bruce 
Cost ginger ale, fresh-
squeezed lemonade or a 
fresh fruit smoothie.

(Pictured from left to right) Fish balls can often be found at food 
stands in Flushing Meadows Corona Park during the Hong Kong 
Dragon Boat Festival. Roasted corn is an inexpensive treat avail-
able at the festival. Photo by Christina Santucci

Set up in 1983, the Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office, New York 
(HKETONY), is the office of the Hong Kong Special Administrative 

Region Government tasked to promote and strengthen the business, trade 
and cultural ties between Hong Kong and the 31 eastern states of the USA.  

For details, 
please visit our website: http://www.hketony.gov.hk/ny/whatsnew.htm 

or call 212-752-3320 
Email: hketony@hketony.gov.hk 

Pair up with Hong Kong 
Your Best Partner in Asia
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Happiness for couples
is a satisfying love life.

Support for male virility!
Bell Forza # 79 is a new formula packed with herbs,  

amino acids and other fantastic ingredients.
 May also foster healthy circulation, virility and strength, thereby 

creating the proper conditions for a healthy erection.*
 Epimedium extract (also known as “Horny goat weed”) and cowitch 

extract included in the formula may help to peak sexual interest.*
 One of the many other ingredients Maca, is native to the high Andes 

mountain range in Peru and is historically known to balance natural 
hormonal processes.

 Don’t settle for ho-hum performance. Enhance your love life and 
strive for excellence! Easy to take capsules. Ask for Bell Forza #79 at 
one of the many fine retailers listed below.*

Frequent  
Bathroom Trips?

Men: Bell Ezee Flow Tea #4A is nature’s nutritional 
support for urinary comfort, balance and ease.

Helps maintain urinary flow, frequency and 
comfort, with a good night’s sleep.

Guaranteed to make urine flow easier again.* 
Relief from dribbling, discomfort, burning, urgency, 
poor flow.*

Formulated using many herbs, such as 
chamomile, cranberry, willow flower, saw palmetto 
and many more.

We have had thousands of satisfied repeat 
customers.

Tastes great hot or cold! 

Testimonials from everyday people:
I feel like another person with no more frustrations! It is phenomenal! It’s unbelievable. I’d 

like to thank Bell. I will get other Bell products. Thank you again! Richard Dorvilus, 55, Elmont, NY. 
Ezee Flow tea gave back good sleep and health! I feel like I’m 30 years old. During the night I 

hardly have to go to the toilet anymore. What a feeling. Because I sleep well, I’m not tired anymore 
during the day. “Old age” was bearing down on me. Now I feel great again and healthy. Jerry H. 
Cole, 73, Lansing, IL. I’m truly amazed and relieved. After just 2 weeks of drinking the Bell Ezee 
Flow Tea I no longer have to get up during the night. I’m enjoying a normal sex life. This product is 
so incredible. I enjoy drinking the tea. I hope that a lot of men with a pride issue give this a shot. It’s 
difficult to express how delighted I am. Clarence A. Rehrig, 58, Allentown, PA. *

Bell Bladder Control
Tea for Women #4b
Satisfaction guaranteed (see box) for incontinence 
and control.* This inexpensive, pleasant tasting herbal 
combination tea is safe and effective. Put an end to 
embarrassments and discomfort. Support the bladder 
and urinary tract with these all natural ingredients. Tastes 
great hot or cold!
Testimonials from everyday people:

I wish I had found this tea sooner! A family member 
told me that she used the Bell Tea for Women #4b with 
positive results. What a wonderful product. It also worked 
for me. Australia P. Rodriguez, Rego Park, NY. Plan to 
keep taking it as long as I live! One of the clerks in my 
local health food store recommended the Bladder Control 
Tea #4b. I was very skeptical. What a surprise it worked! 5 
days after starting the tea I noticed a major improvement 
and it is continually getting better each day. I plan keep taking it for as long as I live. Thank you!* 
Frances Baird, 87, Venice, FL. Exercises didn’t help! After drinking the Bell Tea for Women #4b 
my life is far less stressful especially when I am at work. Thanks for such an amazing product! 
Marilyn Sallows, 53, Fort McMurray, AB Tea represents truth in advertising! Being a skeptic, 
I ordered this Bladder Control Tea for Women as a more or less last resort, after trying everything 
else in the last 5 years. It worked better than I hoped for. Thank you for this great product, and above 
all, for truth in advertising. Marina Rosa, 57, Las Vegas, NV *

Desire and Passion!
Nutritional support for a  
woman’s natural vigor.

Supplement your diet with these easy to take capsules designed 
to stimulate desire and passion while increasing stamina and 
peaking interest in sexual activity.*

Ashwagandha extract is used as an adaptogen to help the body 
cope with daily stress and as a general tonic. Also, ashwagandha is 
known to help prevent signs of aging.*

L-Arginine, an amino acid that is converted in the body into a 
chemical called nitric oxide. Nitric oxide causes blood vessels to 
open wider to improve blood flow. L-Arginine also stimulates the 
release of growth hormone and insulin which are very healthy 
factors and are attributed to youthfulness.

Ask for Bell Amora #80 at one of the fine retailers listed below. *

100% Truthful testimonials. Real people who want to tell everybody about their relief.
No money is paid for testimonials. Many more testimonials on our website.

* These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.
This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Bell products are available at the above store locations, on 
our website or call us with Visa or MasterCard. S & H $9.95.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.com

Bell uses the 
power of nature to 
help put life back 
into your lifestyle
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KL PREP
718.679.9908  www.klprep.com

195-05 69th Avenue, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

SAT Prep Course
August 17th–September 27th

Saturdays: 1:30 pm–4:30 pm  Sundays: 12 pm–4:30 pm 

Tuition: $500 (Discounts for Early Registration)

OPEN HOUSE  
Saturday, August 9th, 11am–1pm

Free SAT Practice and Review with Expert Instructors
Free College Admissions Seminar for Parents

See Why Success Begins with KL Prep
 Top-Notch Training by Expert Instructors

 Advanced Techniques in a State-of-the-Art Facility

 Personal Feedback and Attention

CALL NOW  
TO REGISTER! 

SPACE IS  
LIMITED!

FREE SAT Practice and Review!

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

The Buddhist monk’s 
blessing of the dragon boats 
with water and incense, and 
the symbolic dotting of the 
dragon’s eye — to awaken 
it — heralded the 24th An-
nual HKDBF-NY in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park, 
and a can’t miss weekend of 
spectacular entertainment, 
Aug. 9 and 10.

More than ever before, 
New Yorkers are hoping 
that the blessing ensures 
more prosperity and good 
fortune for all in this lucky 
Year of the Horse.

Extending a warm 
welcome to an ethnic tra-
dition, the exciting event 
promises music, dance and 
fun activities for everyone. 
Reflecting a wide variety 
of spectators, the audience 
has expanded beyond the 
Chinese community in 
nearby Flushing.

For over a decade, 
Barbara Nelson, director 
of programs and planning 
HKDBF-NY, has been pro-
ducing must-see entertain-
ment programs with pro-
fessional performers for 
the fest’s big stage. 

“This year, there is 
a featured group from a 
Broadway play, music from 
East Africa, a tap dancing 
performance, steel drums of 
the Caribbean, and more,” 
she said.  “I always have a 
few entertainers perform 
some traditional Asian 
dances and music, and oth-
ers, who are of Asian heri-
tage, but singing and play-
ing modern music.”

Saturday, Aug. 9
9 a.m. — Dragon Boat 

racing starts on the lake.
Hear live music and 

see performances during 
the colorful opening day 
parade.

11 a.m. — Yees Hung-
Ga Dragons lead the team 
parade.

10:30 a.m. -11:30 a.m. 

— Chinese Music Ensemble 
of New York

Performing both an-
cient and recent music on 
traditional Chinese instru-
ments, like the Gold Flute, 
as well as colorful tradi-

tional/folk dances. 
A smaller ensemble 

will play a selection of their 
repertoire, complete with 
drums and cymbals.

11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
— Opening Ceremonies

Lions and Dragon 
Dancing Teams with Per-
cussionists welcome all, 
officially kicking off the 
event. 

1 p.m. - 2 p.m. — 
American Tap Dance Foun-
dation

Formerly called hoof-
ers, professionals and stu-
dents perform tap dancing 
– an original American 
dance.

“The Tap City Youth 
Ensemble (ages 12-17) will 
be performing both classic 
and contemporary choreog-
raphy; we’ll have a surprise 
guest tap artist performing 
with us, as well,” said Su-
san Hebach, director of Tap 
City Youth Ensemble. 

2 p.m. - 3 p.m. — CA-
SYM Steel Orchestra 

An ensemble from the 
larger group of 90 mem-
bers between ages of 7 to 
21 bring the sounds of the 
Islands with the playing of 
the steel drums.

3 p.m. - 4 p.m. — A big 
crowd pleaser, the popular 
Shaolin Masters and stu-
dents from the Flushing 
Temple will perform mar-
tial arts, demonstrating an-
cient fighting skills.

Sunday, Aug. 10
10:30 a.m. - 11:45 

a.m. — Tamika Lawrence 
and band

This artist’s recent 
Broadway credits include 
“Matilda,” “Rent” and 
“Book of Mormon.” The 
ensemble of five musicians 
performs regularly in 
Broadway shows, jazz clubs 
and concert stages around 
the world.

And this will be Music 
Director Daniel Bassman’s 
seventh time in 10 years 
playing the festival.  

“Damien and I are in 
the hit Broadway Show ‘If/
Then’ and call our (Festi-
val) concert, ‘The Slay’ – a 
mash up of rock, funk and 
soul songs that will surely 
get the crowd moving, and 
melt faces. We’ll have tunes 
from T. Rex, Van Halen, 
Guns n’ Roses, and more,” 
Lawrence said. 

“I have been fortunate 
enough to participate over 
the past decade with sev-
eral different artists. This 
year, I will be directing and 
drumming for Tamika,” 
said Bassman. 

12:45 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

— Rectifist and Friends
This New York City-

based hard rock/metal 
band was formed in 2012 
and is part of the city’s 
growing underground mu-
sic scene.

1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
— Rob Lok: “The real fun-
ny circus guy that does re-

Dragon boat fun doesn’t stop at water’s edge

ally silly stunts.”  
This family-friendly 

clown show features Lok’s 
old man character and in-
cludes porcelain plates fly-
ing, horses jumping and 
even an epic balancing fi-
nale. 

“I’m very excited to re-
turn to my third year at the 
festival! I can’t wait to share 
my mix of slapstick comedy 
and circus skills with the 
massive crowds that visit 
every year,” said Lok, who 
lives in Woodside.

Full of wonderful sight 
gags and audience inter-
action, Lok will leave you 
with a smile and a need to 
try everything at home.

2:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
— Mawuena Kodjovi West 
African melodies and danc-
es

“What people will 
hear is a musical journey 
throughout West Africa and 
the Caribbean. Traditional 
and modern instruments 
are combined in a colorful 
and inviting fashion, from 

ancient to contemporary 
rhythms,” said band leader, 
Kodjovi. “Of course, Afro-
Caribbean cultures are also 
synonymous with dances to 
the sound of drums.” 

“The festival is a multi-
cultural extravaganza….
It’s unique and awesome, 
just like Queens,” said 
Queens Tourism Council 
Director Rob MacKay.

Other festival events 
will include the media in-
vitational, corporate youth 
charity race, women’s in-
vitational, and sponsors’ 
challenge as well as a photo 
contest and various presen-
tations.

Note: Bring a chair 
and a sun-shading umbrel-
la, and grab a prime space 
at the waterside pavilion 
on the north side, closest 
to Unisphere, of Meadow 
Lake. Last year, food ven-
dors were overwhelmed by 
demand, so pack snacks.

Events last all day, un-
til 5 p.m. rain or shine. Free 
admission.

Katein Weng (l.), of the Chinese Music Ensemble, plays the tradi-
tional Gould flute. Masters and students from Flushing’s Shaolin 
Kung Fu Center will demonstrate ancient martial arts movements. 

Photos courtesy Barbara Nelson Photography
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374 Stockholm Street
Brooklyn, NY 11237
(718) 963-7272

Improving every day
Wyckoff Heights Medical Center

www.wyckoffhospital.org

Working to be YOUR Hospital of Choice
Meet our leaders of WYCKOFF’s Centers of Excellence...

Gustavo DelToro, MD
Chief Medical Officer
Dr. Gustavo Del Toro leads our medical team of highly skilled physicians. 

A University of Michigan Medical school graduate, widely published and 

Sloan Kettering trained, Dr. Del Toro exemplifi es our medical commitment 

to providing excellent patient care, ensuring that the physicians under his 

charge are meeting the highest standards of medical care.

Stephen Carryl, MD
Laparoscopic Surgery
Highly specialized, board certified and an experienced 

surgeon, as the chairman of surgery Dr. Carryl over-

sees our surgical department. From minimally invasive 

ambulatory surgery to the complexities of neurosur-

gery Dr. Carryl says, “It is my job to ensure that we are 

providing the best possible care with the most expe-

rienced doctors in what is and often can be a highly 

stressful moment.”

Ralph Ruggiero, MD
OB\GYN
As a Fellow of the American College of Sur-

geons and assistant professor of Obstetrics/

Gynecology at New York Medical College and 

having overseen more than 7,000 deliveries, Dr. 

Ruggiero has the knowledge, clinical experience 

and leadership skills to head a team of vibrant 

and excellent OB\GYN physicians.

Gopi Punukollu, MD
Cardiology
Trained at the highly acclaimed Albert Einstein College of 

Medicine, Dr. Punukollu has more than 20 years’ of car-

diac care experience, successfully performing numerous 

complex, life sustaining cardiac procedures. Dr. Punukollu 

brings a highly advanced clinical approach and commit-

ment to patient care in rendering this vital clinical medical 

service to WHMC.

Jacqueline Nieto, MD
Oncology
Trained at Mount Sinai, Dr. Nieto has 23 years of experience rendering excellent 

medical care to patients suff ering from hematological and oncological conditions. 

She has dedicated her life to the care of cancer patients not only providing medical 

care, social support but also improving the quality of life of her patients.
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BY JUAN SOTO

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s mu-
nicipal identification card could 
come with a surprise — a huge 
cultural surprise.

The administration is in ne-
gotiations with the city’s cultural 
institutions to offer discounts 
and memberships to cardholders, 
who will be issued the cards in 
January.

It is possible then that the 
New York City Identity Card will 
come with a free membership for 
cultural paradises, like the Met-
ropolitan Museum of Art.

“This is a win-win situa-
tion,” said Cathy Hung, executive 
director of the Jamaica Center for 
the Arts and Learning. “This is a 
great incentive.”

Hung pointed out that the Ja-
maica cultural institution “will 
definitely participate in this 
idea.”

The proposal is being dis-
cussed, and the city’s Cultural In-
stitutions Group, which includes 
the Jamaica Center for the Arts 
and Learning and the Queens 

Museum of Art, among others, 
formed a committee to study the 
mayor’s idea.

Preliminary benefits and 
discounted packages could come 
into place as early as next spring.

It will not be easy to figure 
them out mainly because there 
is no one solution to the proposal. 
The cultural institutions are dif-
ferent in size, content and exhibi-
tions, ranging from Lincoln Cen-
ter and the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art to the Jamaica Center for 
Arts and Learning, Flushing 
Town Hall and the New York Hall 
of Science.

“Everybody is different,” 
Hung pointed out. “We have mu-
seums, we have zoos, we have bo-
tanical gardens.”

Proposals floating in the 
newly formed committee include 
free passes to the organizations 
for specific days of the week; dis-
counts to exhibitions, seminars 
and courses; and other benefits.

One of the goals of the larg-
est municipal ID program in the 
country is to provide city servic-
es for approximately 500,000 un-

documented immigrants living 
throughout the five boroughs.

With this ID card, New York-
ers who did not have a driver’s 
license or any kind of identifica-
tion will be able to open bank 
accounts, cash checks or sign a 
lease.

All New Yorkers can apply 
for the new municipal identifica-
tion card.

There seems to be an agree-
ment with the cultural institu-
tions about giving benefits to the 
municipal identification card-
holders.

“The initiative under discus-
sion dovetails quite nicely with 
the museum’s existing audience 
development initiatives,” said 
Carl Goodman, executive direc-
tor of the Queens Museum of the 
Moving Image. “We are pleased 
that the mayor shares our convic-
tion that the city’s cultural orga-
nizations can be central to the 
lives of all New Yorkers.”

“This is New York City,” 
Hung said. “This is a great incen-
tive.”The upcoming municipal identification may come with memberships and dis-

counts to the city’s cultural institutions. Photo by Ken Maldonado

A municipal ID to meet Van Gogh and Monet
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

A colorful Hong Kong 
tradition returns to Queens 
with a roar, Aug. 9 and 10 – 
the spectacular 24th An-
nual Dragon Boat Festival 
HKDBF-NY.  In celebration 
of this lucky Year of the 
Horse, mark your calen-
dars and bring the clan to 
this free multicultural fes-
tival and sporting event.  

You’ll experience ex-
citing non-stop entertain-
ment: traditional Chinese 
arts, martial arts, the 
traditional Dragon dance, 
musical and other diverse 
performances, and demon-
strations of folk arts and 
crafts. Then there’s the lav-
ish food court.

“The Hong Kong Drag-
on Boat competition is a 
wonderful mix of history, 
tradition, color, and majes-
tic boats on the water,” said 
Rob MacKay, Queens Tour-
ism Council director.  

And the freebies can’t 
be beat.

After you sample 
scrumptious international 
fare, you can visit booths 
staffed by festival spon-
sors, many of whom will be 
giving away promotional 
items.  Then meet folks rep-
resenting several commu-
nity-based organizations.

Freebies include: Fans, 
T-shirts, exercise balls, 
kites, gift certificates, 
puzzles, playing cards and 
newspapers. There is also 
an area where companies 
hand out samples of their 
products, including coffee, 
juice, ice cream, rice cakes, 
noodles and traditional 
dumplings.

“Every year, the Festi-
val provides a Community 
Tent, where NPO (nonprof-
it organizations) members 
of our community have 
complimentary table space 
– to share, exhibit and ex-
plain to our attendees what 
their offerings are,” David 
Archer, marketing direc-
tor HKDBF-NY, said. “As a 
community festival, we feel 
that this is our obligation to 

our community – to provide 
and share information on 
the many wonderful orga-
nizations that service our 
community.  An additional 
way for us to give back.”

New York Hospital 
Queens is a longtime spon-
sor of the festival. 

“For more than 10 
years, our team, the NYHQ 
Baby Catchers, has proudly 
participated in the races,” 
said David Chiang, M.D., 
attending physician Obstet-
rics and Gynecology, and 
team captain of the NYHQ 
Baby Catchers.  “Our phy-
sicians, nurses, employees, 
friends and family look for-
ward to this annual tradi-
tion that brings our commu-
nity together.  At the event, 
our hospital will sponsor a 
tent for breastfeeding moth-
ers, providing a private 
space for moms to pump and 
breastfeed. This is part of an 
ongoing hospital initiative 
to promote the importance 
of breastfeeding.”

Volunteers and sup-
porters, like the American 
Boy Scouts, have been com-
ing out for at least 10 years, 
and always have a good 
experience, according to 
Barbara Nelson, director 
of programs and planning 
HKDBF-NY.

And first-time spon-
sor, Queens College will be 

participating this year.
Nelson said other non-

profits, like the Queens 
Botanical Garden, M0CA 
Museum of Chinese in 
America, and the New York 
Historical Society have 
been coming out off and on, 
over the past few years.

Queens Botanical Gar-
den (QBG) will have a table 
in the non-profit tent on 
Sunday, Aug. 10. 

“The Garden has a 
long-standing connection 
to the Festival through its 
founder, Henry Wan, for-
mer Chairman of the Board 
at QBG,” said Darcy Hector, 
director of marketing and 
development.

“As a supporter for two 
years, of the largest multi-
cultural festival in the New 
York metropolitan area, 
Resorts World Casino New 
York City is proud to be a 
participant of this year’s 
Hong Kong Dragon Boat 
Festival,” said Ed Farrell, 
president of the Resorts 
World Casino New York 
City.

“For the past 24 years 
this festival has promoted 
sportsmanship, teamwork 
and community service, 
which encompasses all of 
our company’s values. We 
look forward to another 
successful international 
celebration.” 

People line up for free promotional items at the Twin Marquis 
Inc. tent at last year’s Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival. 

Photo courtesy TMI Trading Corp.

Freebies delight visitors
to Dragon Boat festival

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Each of the above offers are exclusive and cannot be combined with other offers and may be discontinued at anytime by 
Emigrant in its sole discretion without notice.

**Valid for properties located in the Bronx, Brooklyn,  Queens, Manhattan, Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester Only

*Available based on borrower income or census tract eligibility

First-Time Home Buyers may save $500 in 
closing costs**

Purchase/Refinance Applicants may qualify 
for up to $2,000* in closing costs and 0.375%* 
off the rate** 

�

Current mortgage incentives include:Current mortgage incentives include:

�

Attend A 
Mortgage Open House 

Friday, August 8, 2014
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

When?

Where?
Apple Bank^ Branch
168-42 Hillside Avenue
Jamaica, NY 11432

EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER

Customers attending a Branch Mortgage Open 
House and /or applying for their residential 
mortgage at a Branch Location may receive a 
closing credit of $175.00†

�

† While Applicants are responsible to pay the application fee upfront, Emigrant will credit the cost at closing. This
promotion will be in effect for applications submitted by October 31, 2014.

Copyright © 2014 Emigrant Mortgage Company, Incorporated - NMLS# 1577 (Emigrant). All rights reserved. Emigrant Mortgage Company is a subsidiary of Emigrant Bank. Member 
FDIC. Emigrant is an Equal Opportunity Lender and an Equal Opportunity Employer. All product names, company names and logotypes are servicemarks or trademarks of Emigrant in 
the United States and other countries. The information, products and services contained in this advertisement are believed to be correct but may include inaccuracies, typographical errors 
and/or omissions. Emigrant does not guarantee the accuracy of the data contained herein. This is not an offer or guarantee to extend consumer credit by Emigrant. Program guidelines, 
terms and/or conditions are subject to change by Emigrant without notice. All loans are subject to submission of a complete application, underwriting review and credit and property 
approval by Emigrant. Not all products and/or programs are available in all states and/or localities and/or for all loan amounts. Other restrictions and limitations may apply.  New York: 
Mortgage Banker License�, New York State Department of Financial Services, One State Street, New York, New York 10004.  ///  07/22/2014
�Mortgage Banker activities authorized pending issuance.

^ Loan offers are through Emigrant, a separate entity not affiliated with Apple Bank. 
Apple Bank is not a party to any Emigrant loan transaction. Applicants are not 

obligated to use Emigrant. 

Contact:
 

Emily Y. Lui, NMLS#344503
at (347) 276-8123
LuiE@EmigrantMortgage.com

Larisa Kessel, NMLS#344882
at (917) 655-7685
KesselL@EmigrantMortgage.com

Visit www.Emigrant.com to view a 
list of additional mortgage open houses 
located at Apple Bank^ Branches
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A second house is about to 
spring up on a Flushing block 
where neighbors have been rag-
ing over another recently con-
structed, two-story dwelling 
which they said dwarfs the size of 
their own homes.

The new house, at 146-21 56th 
Road, like its predecessor three 
doors down, will replace a one-
story dwelling that was built in 
1935 in a row of attached houses, 
according to city Department of 
Buildings records.

“I’m gonna fight like hell to 
stop what they’re doing up there,” 
said Mildred Higgins, who has 
lived on the block for 38 years with 
her husband John. “I was so upset 
when they put up the crane to rip 
out the front of that first house, I 
almost had a heart attack.”

Neighbors have said the new 
houses will completely change 
the character of their Queens-
boro Hill block and have caused 
a number of residents to sell their 
longtime homes.

“I don’t have any problem 
with people building,” said Daniel 
Powers, who grew up on the block 
and whose mother put her house 
up for sale as soon as construc-
tion on the first two-story home 
began. “I don’t have any problem 
with affordable housing, but I do 
have a problem with these hous-
es, which my grandparents, [who 
were] World War II vets, lived in 
and bought in the ’30s and ’40s, 
being desecrated like this. I think 
it’s wrong.”

City Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) has called for a 
moratorium on any more houses 
being built on the block before 
the Department of City Planning 
conducts a zoning study of his 
district, which he has requested 
but the department has not com-
mitted to.

Koo’s office is set to meet 
with Planning officials in August 
over the issue.

“These row houses are de-
signed to be lived in by one fam-
ily, not designed to build big man-
sions here,” Koo told reporters 

outside the house Friday, flanked 
by state Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing), state Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic (D-Fresh Meadows) 
and Dan Capalbi, president of 
the Queensboro Hill Civic Asso-
ciation. “It’s out of context and it’s 
not good for the whole neighbor-
hood.”

Min Lin, owner of the first 
two-story house on the block to 

go up, said a zoning change would 
not be fair to people who have 
bought houses on the street with 
the intention to build.

“If they want the city to 
change the zoning, they should 
get a vote from the neighbors,” 
she said.

Since the early 2000s, a co-
alition of civic leaders called the 
Queens Civic Congress has suc-

cessfully worked to rezone large 
swaths of northeast Queens to 
prevent out-of-scale houses from 
being built. As part of that push, 
the group requested a zoning 
change in parts of Queensboro 
Hill, which City Planning failed 
to finalize a few years ago.

The group has also been 
pushing the city over the years 
to create a separate zoning dis-
trict for single-family attached 
houses, such as the dwellings on 
56th Road, as they currently fit 
into designations for multi-family 
units.

Urban planning experts 
have said because the new houses 
on 56th road are only two-stories 
high and the row of houses are at-
tached, the only thing that could 
be done to prevent houses of a 
similar size being built on that 
block would be to rezone it from 
its current R4 designation to R3-
2.

Reach reporter Alex Robinson 
by e-mail at arobinson@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4566.

A new house on 56th road, which neighbors are complaining changes the charac-
ter of their block, is nearing completion. Photo by Alex Robinson

CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537

 

Flushing neighbors fi ght new mini McMansion



TIM
ESL

EDGER, A
UG. 1—7, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
41

TL

ARE EXPIRED 
MEDICATIONS 
STILL SAFE?
It is 2 a.m. and that cough 

and stuffy nose you have 
been battling is still keeping 

you up. You reach for the night-
time cold relief medicine only to 
fi nd it expired a few months ago. 
If you take a dose to ease your 
symptoms, will you be putting 
yourself at risk?

This situation is a relatively 
common occurrence. Many 
medicine cabinets are stocked 
with over-the-counter drugs 
as well as prescription medica-
tions that may be past their ex-
piration dates. It is a good idea 
to routinely discard expired 
medicines, but if you happen to 
take a drug that has passed its 
expiration date, you will most 
likely suffer no ill effects.

According to the Harvard 
Medical School Family Health 
Guide, the expiration date on a 
medicine is not the date when 
a drug becomes hazardous. 
Rather, it marks the period of 
time after which a drug com-
pany can no longer guarantee 
the effi cacy of the medication. 
Since 1979, drug manufactur-
ers selling medications in the 
United States have been re-
quired by the Food and Drug 
Administration to stamp an ex-

piration date on their products. 
This is the date until which the 
manufacturer can still guaran-
tee full potency of the drug. 

Expiration dates also may be 
a marketing ploy. Francis Fla-
herty, a retired Food and Drug 
Administration pharmacist, 
has said drug manufacturers 
put expiration dates on prod-
ucts for marketing purposes 
rather than scientifi c reasons. 
It doesn’t make fi nancial sense 
to a company to have products 
on the shelves for years. There-
fore, most drug manufacturers 
will not do long-term testing on 
products to confi rm if they will 
be effective 10 to 15 years after 
manufacture.

The U.S. military has con-
ducted its own studies with 
the help of the Administration. 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion researchers tested more 
than 100 over-the-counter and 
prescription drugs. Around 90 
percent were proven to still be 
effective long past the expira-
tion date — some for more than 
10 years. Drugs that are stored 
in cool, dark places have a bet-
ter chance of lasting because 
the fi llers used in the product 

Continued on page 44
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It’s All About Family!
Have you Protected Them?

If Crisis Strikes, You Risk:

Proper Planning Ensures You:

iPlugTM  Planning Protects Your Family From:

DISCOVER:

Life is Complicated Enough. 
Protecting Your Family Shouldn’t Be...

AUGUST 2014 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

To reserve a seat, please call 718-514-2066 or 
log on to our website at www.aljlaw.com

Wednesday, August 6, 2014
10:00 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.

Georgia Diner
86-55 Queens Boulevard

Elmhurst, NY 11373

Thursday, August 7, 2014
10:00 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.

El Greco Diner Restaurant and Café
1821 Emmons Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11235

Thursday, August 7, 2014
6:00 P.M. – 8:30 P.M.

Atlantic Diner
111-16 Atlantic Avenue

Richmond Hill, NY 11419
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For older adults, keeping fit is essen-
tial. While so many forms of exercise 
can be hard on the body, Pilates offers a 
safe alternative to stay in shape while 
reducing the risk of injury that weight-
bearing exercises may cause. With focus 
on controlled breathing and quality of 

movement – not quantity of repetitions 
–experts agree that Pilates is one of the 
best ways for older adults to stay healthy.

If you’re an older adult and haven’t 
exercised in a while, Pilates is a safe way 
to restart a workout program. “Pilates is 
perfect for older adults because it does not 
have the impact on the body other forms of 
exercise do, and is not nearly as severe on 
the joints as most workouts are,” says Ma-
rina I., owner of Bayside Pilates and Fit-
ness. “It really is a gentle way to exercise.”

While conventional workouts tend to 
build short, bulky muscles more prone to in-
jury–especially in the body of older adults– 
Pilates focuses on building a strong 

“core.” The core consists of the deep ab-
dominal muscles and the muscles closest to 
the spine. Many exercises are performed in 
reclining or sitting positions, and most are 
low impact and partially weight-bearing.

Pilates for older adults, particularly 
on a Reformer (resistance-based equip-
ment with springs and ropes connected to 
a sliding padded carriage) is perfect. Ma-
rina explains, “It offers relatively light 
resistance rather than some gym equip-
ment, where even the lightest weight on 
the rack might be too much.”

Pilates centers on movements at the 
core instead of the extremities (arms and 
legs) where potential for injury is greater. 
In contrast with other forms of exercise, 
Pilates maintains complete control around 
the joints. Marina explains, “To the bene-
fit of older adults, Pilates teaches control 
and stability in a small range of motion, 
graduating to a larger range of motion as 
they gain control and confidence.”

Increased control and stability is cru-
cial for older adults as it helps improve 
functional movement, including bal-

ance and posture. “It is natural for peo-
ple to lose some of their balance and co-
ordination as they age. Pilates increases 
strength and flexibility in both the core 
and the legs, which positively affects 
balance. These factors, along with ba-
sic fitness benefits, can help older adults 

reduce the risk of falls,” enthuses Ma-
rina. “Pilates is also a good way to rehab 

from surgical procedures such as hip 

replacement or knee surgery.” 

Pilates also helps with a variety of 
age-related ailments. Arthritis suffer-

ers benefit because the gentle mid-range 
movements decrease the chance of joints 
compressing while maintaining the range 
of motion around them. Pilates can also 
help sufferers of osteoporosis or lumbar 

spinal stenosis. For osteoporosis, simple 
standing Pilates leg exercises may increase 
bone density in both the spine and the hip. 
Exercises for lumbar spinal stenosis can 
stretch tight back muscles and strengthen 
the extensor muscles of the spine, which 
counteracts the forces of gravity that can 
pull people into a hunched position. “The 
exercises are not interchangeable. If you 
have either of these conditions, it is impor-
tant that you inform your Pilates instruc-
tor. The instructor knows how to modify 
exercises so that you do not hurt yourself,” 
advises Marina.

Pilates has also been documented to 
slow or reverse the effects of debilitating 
diseases like Parkinson’s and multiple 

sclerosis. For example, mid-range motion 
of the exercises can help people overcome ri-
gidity and become more limber. It can even 
help with brain traumas like a stroke. 

 “The sooner people who suffer brain 
damage or a stroke can start balance ex-
ercises with Pilates and get their bodies 
moving symmetrically,” says Marina, 
“the better they will fare in their overall 
permanent outcome.” 

Marina I. is a certified Pilates instructor 
at Bayside Pilates & Fitness, 718.224.7476, 
35-16 Bell Blvd., Bayside. She is enthusias-
tic about the health, balance, and quality of 
life contributions Pilates can have on older 
adults. Contact her to discuss getting started 
on improving your quality of life today! 

A D V E R T O R I A L

Pilates and Older Adults: A 
Gentler, Effective Way to Stay Fit

Few children, even 
adult children, are 
ever prepared enough 

to help a parent deal with 
the loss of a spouse. In addi-
tion to coping with their own 
loss of a parent, many adults 
must fi nd a way to help a par-
ent who just lost the love of 
his or her life.

While it is never easy 
helping a parent in such a 
situation, there are ways 
to help a parent cope with 
such a signifi cant loss.

• Be mindful of your 

parent’s health. Sadly, a 
common side effect of losing 
a spouse is showing less in-
terest in one’s own health. 
Kids must make sure their 
parents continue to eat reg-
ularly. Invite your parent 
over for dinner a couple of 
nights a week, and go over 
to your parent’s home for 
dinner a couple of addi-
tional nights. If you have 
siblings, share this respon-
sibility. Also, you can cook 
for your parent just like he 

or she used to cook for you.
While physical health 

is important, be sure your 
parent maintains his or her 
mental health as well. De-
pression is common among 
those who have lost a loved 
one, so ask your parent 
about her feelings, and if 
she is getting enough sleep. 
If you have your own kids, 
bring them over whenever 
possible. Nothing puts a 
bigger smile on a grandpar-
ent’s face than the sight of 
his or her grandchildren.

• Allow them some space 

to be themselves. While you 
might want to stay as close as 
possible to your parent, you 
also need to give her some 
space to be herself. Your par-
ent just lost her spouse, and 
it’s perfectly natural for her 
to want some time alone. Af-
ford her this opportunity, but 
be mindful to check in with 
her regularly and not allow 
her to spend too much time 
alone.

• Engage your parent 

as much as possible. When 
both your parents were still 
alive, you might not have 
invited them along to the 
movies or when taking your 
own kids to a sporting event. 
However, it’s important to 
engage your parent in such 
activities now, as she might 
not get a chance to do such 
things otherwise. 

Another way to engage 
your parent is to talk to her 
about current events or even 
books you have been read-
ing. Doing so will help her 
stay mentally sharp, and you 
will no doubt benefi t as well 
from her point of view.

• Take a trip with your 

parent. Initially, your par-
ent might be reluctant to 
travel, especially of she had 
travel plans or dreams with 
her spouse. However, over 
time your parent will no 
doubt enjoy the prospect of 
traveling with the family, 
and it can be an enjoyable 
experience for everyone in-
volved.  

Helping a parent cope 
after losing a spouse

ELDERCARE TODAY
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Exercises for people with arthritis
ELDERCARE TODAY

Arthritis can make 
physical activity 
more diffi cult. In 

spite of that diffi culty, ex-
ercise is an important part 
of staying healthy for those 
with arthritis. Even mod-
erate physical activity can 
strengthen bones and mus-
cles and increase joint fl ex-
ibility, making it easier for 
arthritis sufferers to per-
form daily tasks.  

According to the Ar-
thritis Foundation, those 
with arthritis should com-
mit to regular exercise 
that includes three types 
of activities: fl exibility 
exercises, strengthening 
exercises, and cardio-
vascular exercises. Con-
sult a physician before 
beginning any exercise 
regimen, and discuss any 

limitations your specifi c 
condition might place on 
your physical abilities. 
Such limitations might 
diminish as your exercise 
regimen progresses, but 
it’s important to exercise 
within those limitations 
at the onset to avoid inju-
ries. It’s also important 
to consult your physician 
should you experience a 
fl are-up of arthritis be-
fore, during or after exer-
cise. Such fl are-ups might 
require you to alter your 
routine, and your physi-

cian can help with such 
alterations.

Flexibility 
exercises:

Perform fl exibility ex-
ercises every day, as they 
will protect your joints 
by reducing injury risk. 
Flexibility exercises, 
which are often referred 
to as range-of-motion ex-
ercises, help your body 
warm up for more strenu-
ous exercise. Once you’re 
comfortable doing at least 
15 continuous minutes 
of fl exibility exercises, 
you’re likely ready to add 
strengthening and cardio-
vascular exercises to your 
routine. Many people 

with arthritis fi nd yoga 
is an especially effective 
fl exibility exercise, as it 
strengthens and relaxes 
stiff muscles and even 
aids in weight-loss efforts. 
Just don’t push yourself 
too hard when starting 
out with yoga, as the ex-
ercises are more diffi cult 
than they might seem.

Strengthening 
exercises: 

Strong muscles reduce 
stress on the joints, some-
thing that’s especially help-
ful to arthritis sufferers. 
Strengthening exercises, 
also known as resistance 
exercises, build the body’s 
muscles so they’re more 
capable of absorbing shock 
and more effective at pre-
venting injury to the joints. 
When performing strength-
ening exercises, you will 
use weight or resistance 
to make the muscles work 
harder and grow stronger.

Many people with arthritis find yoga 
is an especially effective flexibility 

exercise, as it strengthens and relaxes 
stiff muscles and even aids in weight-

loss efforts.

will not separate or start to 
break down as they might 
in a warm, humid environ-
ment. Storing medicines in 
the refrigerator can prolong 
their shelf life.

Although a pharmacist 
cannot legally advise con-
sumers to use medication 
past an expiration date, 
most over-the-counter pain 
relievers and drugs in pill 
form should still be fi ne. 
Certain liquid antibiot-
ics and drugs made up of 
organic materials can ex-

pire faster than others. For 
those who still want to err 
on the safe side, routinely 
clean out medications from 
cabinets once they expire. 
However, if an expired med-
ication is taken by mistake, 
there’s little need to worry 
about potentially adverse 
effects. 

Continued from page 41

Medication

The number of driv-
ers 70 and older is 
predicted to triple 

in North America during 
the next 20 years. Research 
indicates that the older a 
person is, the higher the 
risk of driver accident or 
fatality. The risk posed by 
older drivers and the inevi-
table increase in older driv-
ers on the road in the next 
two decades have sparked 
debate as to whether or not 
such drivers should be re-
examined to ensure safety 
on the road.

In 2003, an 86-year-old 
man unintentionally killed 

10 people and injured more 
than 70 when he drove his car 
through a crowded farmer’s 
market in Santa Monica, Ca-
lif. In 2010, a 72-year-old Con-
necticut man faced vehicular 
manslaughter charges for al-
legedly striking and killing 
a motorcyclist. In 2012, an 
elderly man in Buffalo, N.Y. 
caused an accident resulting 
in three fatalities when he 
traveled in the wrong direc-
tion on the New York State 
Thruway. Very frequently, 
the local news is peppered 
with reports of elderly driv-
ers causing serious acci-
dents. Some wonder if more 

stringent requirements for 
elderly drivers would help 
the situation.

At present 33 states have 
legislation in place to ensure 
drivers can retain driving 
privileges once they reach 
a certain age. It’s important 
to note that, according to 
the National Safety Council, 
drivers over the age of 75 ac-
count for only 3.3 percent 
of accidents in the United 
States. Drivers age 25 to 34 
account nearly 20 percent. 
Some argue that these fi nd-
ings do not paint an accu-
rate picture because seniors 
spend less time driving.

Aging can impair driving ability
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

The dance experience should 
be available to everybody, but 
space for creative expression is 
limited in New York City, and it 

doesn’t come cheap. 
This problem is causing 

challenges for Queens’ emerging 
and mid-career dancers, chore-
ographers and dance companies 
which are looking for a great lo-

cal studio at an affordable price.
Luckily, there’s a solution. 

Thanks to a new Artist in Resi-
dency Space Grant from Astoria 
Fine Arts Dance, these creative 
types may now have an opportu-
nity to enjoy a unique, high-qual-
ity studio space led by artists who 
are opening their doors to a broad 
community.

That means free rehearsal 
space without the financial pres-
sure. And residencies are open 
to all styles of dance, including 
ballet, modern, jazz, Tap, musical 
theater, hip hop and more.

The co-founder and director 
of AFADance, Artemis Grego-
riou, knows what this grant can 
mean for area performers.

“From growing up and danc-
ing in Astoria, I know our com-
munity is open to supporting 
these artists,” Gregoriou said. 
“I’m proud that AFADance can be 
a leading organization for dance 

TimesLedger, August 1-7, 2014

QUEENS TAKES ITS 

NEXT NEXT 
STEPSTEP

Astoria Fine Arts Dance studio 
introduces new artist-in-residency 

grants to assist performers

Continued on Page 49

Marina Sanchez, one of the co-founders of Astoria Fine Arts Dance, performs. 
AFAD now offers dancers and choreographers grants. One of the studios at AFAD 
sits ready to be used. Photos courtesy Bruce Conwell and AFAD
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Answers in Sports

$23.95

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

$25.95
 A  B  C

Stuffed Shells
Tortellini w/Meat Sauce

Ravioli
Baked Ziti

Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil

From
From B

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$26.95

1 of 3 Choices

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

1

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

EVENTS

Jamaica Arts & Music 
Festival — More than 185,000 
people are expected to hit 
Jamaica Avenue during the 
18th annual Jamaica JAMS, 
which features a huge street 
fair Saturday and musical 
performances Friday evening 
and all day Saturday.
When: Friday, Aug. 1 and 
Saturday, Aug. 2
Where: Rufus King Park and 
Jamaica Avenue between 
Parsons Boulevard and 169th 
Street. 
Cost: Free

Community Day at Noguchi — 
The museum will be free to visit 
and include an open studio, 
public tour and conversation 
about a particular piece of art. 
When: Sunday, Aug. 3, from 11 
am - 6 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

MUSIC

Warm Up 2014 — MoMA PS 1 
weekly outdoor music series 
continues with performances 
by Daniele Baldelli, Charanjit 
Singh, Simian Mobile Disco, Hiro 
Kone and Maria Chavez.
When: Saturday, Aug. 2, from 3 
pm to 9 pm, doors open at noon
Where: MoMA PS 1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $18/advance, $20/at door
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

Disco Unlimited — The disco 
dance band performs.
When: Thursday, Aug. 7, at 7:30 
pm
Where: George Seuffert 
Bandshell in Forest Park, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free

Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Waterfront Concert Series 
Presents Michael Patrick’s 
Ring of Fire — Patrick performs 
a tribute to Johnny Cash.
When: Thursday, Aug. 7, at 7:30 
pm
Where: Astoria Park Lawn, 
Shore Boulevard, Astoria
Cost: Free
Website: www.centralastoria.
org

Concert in the Park: Musical 
Salute to Hollywood — Mitch 
Kahn presents a concert of 
songs from the movies. 
When: Thursday, Aug. 7, at 7:30 
pm
Where: Main Park House, 
Cunningham Park, 196th Street 
and Union Turnpike, Hollis
Cost: Free
Website: www.
friendsofcunninghampark.org

FILM

Outdoor Cinema 2014 at 
Socrates — The international 
fi lm festival presents the 
Central Africa-Swedish 
production of “Forest of 
the Dancing Spirits,” a New 
York premiere. The evening 
begins with musical and dance 

Continued on Page 50
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BY MERLE EXIT

Rockaway Theatre Co. 
may be a bit out of the way 
with a bridge toll along the 
route, but it is well worth 
the schlep for its current 
production of “Gypsy.”

Loosely based on the 
1957 memoirs of Gypsy Rose 
Lee, a famous striptease 
artist, “Gypsy” the musi-
cal — written by Stephen 
Sondheim, Jule Styne and 
Arthur Laurents — focuses 
on Lee’s rise to stardom and 
her turbulent relationship 
with her mother, Rose, the 
ultimate stage mother. 

The plot follows Rose, 
played to perfection by Lui-
sa Boyaggi, as she attempts 
to get her two daughters, 
June and Louise, on stage 
— any stage. But the show 
also details the hardships 
of life in show business. 

Act I opens on a vaude-
ville theater stage in Se-
attle where a group of chil-
dren, including Baby June 
(Amanda Summa) and Baby 
Louise (Abigail Summa), 
are auditioning for a spot in 
a new revue.  As they sing 
“Let Me Entertain You,” 

it is obvious that June is 
the star.  In fact, 6-year-old 
Amanda performs as if she 
were on a Broadway stage. 

Enter Mama Rose, 
who quickly takes over the 
cattle call and begins to 
make demands of everyone 
involved. 

Backstage at another 
vaudeville house, this time 
in Los Angeles, Rose meets 
former showbiz manager 
Herbie (David Risley) and 
the two sing “Small World,” 
describing all they have in 
common. Herbie soon takes 
over managing the young 
sisters’ act and becomes 
Rose’s latest beau after her 
three failed marriages.   

Baby June soon be-
comes Dainty June, per-
formed by Leigh Dillon, 
and Baby Louise grows up 
to be Louise, played by Kim 
Simek.   

June will go off and 
marry while mama will 
now focus her attention on 
turning Louise into a star. 
That happens when Rose’s 
group arrives at a down-on-
its-luck theater where the 
headliner stripper was a 
no-show.

Rose is so desperate 
for any chance at stardom 
— even if it is vicariously 
through her daughter — 
she pushes an uncomfort-
able Louise to head out on 
the stage.

However, it is not too 
long before Louise finds 

her niche and finds strip-
ping leads to fame.  

Rockaway Theatre Co. 
has found its own niche 
in the community theater 
world. 

While many borough 
groups settle for a three-
piece musical ensemble, 

here 11 musicians give 
the score a full orchestra 
sound. 

There was a high stan-
dard of professionalism at-
tached  to the production as 
the performance was quite 
outstanding. Susan War-
ren Corning’s direction left 

no stone unturned as ev-
eryone was on cue and set 
changes timed well. Having 
those microphone headsets 
certainly helps in the way 
of projecting.   

I’m not sure how tal-
ented the dancers are usu-
ally.  In this case, the cho-
reography was excellent, 
thanks to Catherine Leib, 
with the actors certainly 
doing a great job with splits, 
high kicks and tap.  

As with any play there 
is one particular actor 
needing to be pointed out: 
Boyaggi, who certainly 
belongs on the stage.  She 
proved to be a perfect Rose, 
in both her singing and act-
ing abilities, with even a 
little bit of the Ethel Mer-
man sound. 

Pointing out actors 
from the cast list would 
be unnecessary as there 
was not any actor who  did 
not put out 100 percent or 
seemed unbelievable in-
cluding a few who did not 
even have lines.   Don’t miss 
this one!

“Gypsy” continues 
through Aug. 3. For tickets 
call 718-374-6400.  

BY MERLE EXIT

A hot summer morning 
was no deterrent for a few 
hundred children who showed 
up for a chance to stand in 
the spotlight at this August’s 
USTA’s US Open in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. 

The long line of hopefuls, 
many with mom and dad in 
tow, arrived from around the 
country on this early July day 
to audition for the opportu-
nity to sing patriotic songs at 
the start of the tournament’s 
matches. 

“We’re here today for the 
eighth annual casting call for 
kids 12 and under,” said Jas-
mine Sheppard, who works 
in corporate communications 
for the USTA. “This year, we 

had online and DVD submis-
sions in April with more than 
200 kids. Around 75 were cho-
sen for this call back.”

Many of the children 
auditioning were already in 
show business and used to 
the cattle call process. Others 
just love to sing.

Judges will eventually 
select 12 young performers, 
who will take turns sing-
ing “America the Beautiful” 
starting with the Arthur Ashe 
Kids Day Aug. 23 through the 
evening sessions of the Open 
beginning Aug. 25.

Adding to the call back 
was a second opportunity 
during the afternoon with an 
open call for those who did not 
get a chance to submit their 
audition items.  The opportu-

nity was certainly not limited 
to local or even the New York 
City area. 

One young singer, an 
11-year-old girl from Houston, 
Texas, auditioned after her 
mother read about the cast-
ing call in the online version 
of “Backstage” magazine. 

“I’ve been involved in 
community theatre and per-
forming since the age of 4,” 
she said.

There were entire fami-
lies with their luggage ex-
pecting to spend time in New 
York, who most likely just 
came from the airport.   

When one young boy and 
his mother were asked where 
they were from, they respond-
ed “San Francisco.” They also 
said they had no plans to stay 

in the city overnight. 
Queens was represented 

by 9-year-old Jalyssa Sierra of 
Glendale, who worn the No. 50 
as she waited in line. 

“I don’t know much about 
tennis,” Jalyssa said. “My 
mom brought it up and we’ve 
been practicing a lot making 
sure I know the words.”  

Jalyssa, who has been 
singing since she was able 
to talk, has been involved in 
productions at Queens The-
atre and has even appeared in 
a few Off-Broadway plays. 

“It means a lot for me to 
be here now,” Jalyssa said.  
“It’s pretty amazing knowing 
that I might be able to per-
form in front of such a large 
audience.  I’m both nervous 
and excited.” 

Let Rockaway Theatre Co. entertain you
Take a musical journey to stardom with outstanding production of classic backstage show ‘Gypsy’

Young hopefuls line up to be the next U.S. Open idol
A dozen tween performers will earn a spot singing ‘America the Beautiful’ prior to tennis matches

Kim Simek (l. to r.), David Risley and Luisa Boyaggi belt out “Together, Wherever We Go” during a re-
cent performance of “Gypsy” at the Rockaway Theatre Co. Photo by Merle Exit

Glendale resident Jalyssa Sierra prepares to audi-
tion for a singing spot during the upcoming US Open in 
Flushing. Photo by Merle Exit
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Across
1. Masquerades
6. Arabia's Gulf of ___
10. Topic of FX's The Americans
14. "March comes in like ___ …"
15. Aesop's also-ran
16. "Pet" plant
17. ___ dive (throw a fight)
18. What lies in the Seine
19. Tiara features
20. Army college student
23. Actors' dialogue: Abbr.
24. Bit of saltwater?
25. Big inits. in camping
28. Goddess queen
31. Pressure
35. Best movie in 2012
37. Rockers ___ N' Roses
39. Clash
40. Tennis ace?
43. Prepare baby food, perhaps
44. Cabby's passenger
45. "___ Yellow Ribbon..."
46. After a long wait
48. It may be presidential
50. Aut. opposite
51. Platelet goal
53. Crude dude
55. Follows the touchdown signal
62. Sautéing acronym, à la 
Rachael Ray
63. Tepee shape
64. Letters on a screen?
66. Grande and de Janeiro
67. "-- boy!"
68. U. S. Grant's foe
69. Stays on the bench
70. Norse god
71. Sudden outburst

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

August 1-7, 2014

By Bill Deasy

Show the Way

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

A S A P S L I T S M A G I
G A L L T A R O T C L E M
A T E E A M O U R D U M P
T E X A S R A N G E R M I O
H E I D I S H A Y I N S
A N S L O B M E A N I E

R E V E R T B U S S
T E X A S H O L D E M

S C A N T O W A R D
T A T T O O S P A A R C
O P T A P E S B A N A L
U T E T E X T M E S S A G E
T I R E R U R A L I L I A
E V E N A L A C K D O N T
R E D S S T Y E S E G G S

Down
1. Belfry resident?
2. ___ unto itself
3. Enjoy
4. Loam deposit.
5. Seize before it passes
6. 2004 battleground state
7. Timbuktu's place
8. ___ you done yet?
9. Like Russian dolls
10. Lead role in "Hawaii Five-O"
11. Expressed surprise
12. Lawn care product
13. It's right in your atlas
21. Competitor of Ragú
22. Effect's mate
25. Phi Beta ___
26. "In ___ -- make up your 
mind!"
27. "I Kissed ___": Katy Perry hit
29. Dennis' dog

30. Kournikova and others
32. Needle boxes
33. Penicillin treats it
34. 1 Down has this
36. First clue
38. Like bad losers
41. Coil inventor Nikola
42. Slam on the brakes, e.g.
47. Officer Dibble's nemesis
49. Kobe's squad
52. Gear part
54. ___ dozen (abundant)
55. Plural suffix with mountain
56. 1983 Super Bowl designation
57. Blow
58. Take ___ account
59. About to arrive
60. Don't raise
61. Chicken ___
6 5. "Dr. Hug" Buscaglia

RITTER & OTHERS

in Queens.”
Helping working art-

ists is vital to AFA’s mis-
sion. With two super-spa-
cious, airy studios in the 
heart of bustling Astoria, 

what better place for dance 
companies and choreog-
raphers to rehearse, teach 
classes and perform for lo-
cal audiences?

Grant recipients will 
be part of a peer group of 
other Artist in Residency 

recipients, and be given 
opportunities for more ex-
posure and experience pre-
senting and talking about 
their work.

Choreographers will  
have an opportunity to 
teach open classes, gaining 

the ability to increase their 
exposure and build their 
fan base.

“We’re so happy to be 
able to do our work in our 
home borough of Queens,” 
Juan Castano, managing 
director of Calpulli Mexi-
can Dance Company, said.  

They have worked in 
New York City for more 
than a decade and know 
all too well the challenges 
involved in not having a 
space of their own.  

“AFADance — an 
invaluable resource for 
their accessibility and af-
fordability — provides our 

company space to rehearse, 
which is increasingly diffi-
cult to obtain and afford in 
Manhattan,” Castano said.

Amy Marshall, artis-
tic director of Amy Mar-
shall Dance Co., agrees and 
says it is a wonderful place 
to create and rehearse.  
She has been using it for 
the past two years and has 
thoroughly enjoyed the 
venue and staff. 

“In a time where it’s 
difficult to find good spac-
es, AFADance is top on my 
list of studios,” Marshall 
said. “It’s quiet, but has a 
hum of activity from the 
Astoria artists who come 
and take morning class and 
also rehearse there. Asto-
ria is home for me and I am 
so happy to have made a 
connection at AFA. I hope it 
will also be home to many 
other artists as well.”

AFA also offers dance 

classes for everyone, even 
beginners. It has a Pilates 
program, perfect for all 
ages and fitness levels.

For Queens kids, AFA’s 
fun 2014 Summer Dance Ex-
perience includes classes 
in ballet and modern, musi-
cal theater, dance history, 
flexibility and ballerina 
etiquette 101. 

Applications for the 
Artist in Residency Space 
Grant are being accepted 
now through the summer. 

Visit www.afadance.
com to apply. Artists will 
be selected by a panel of 
AFA directors.

Astoria Fine Arts 
Dance is located at 38-01 
23rd Ave, 2nd Floor, in Asto-
ria. For more information, 
call (718) 274-0740 or visit 
its website, www.afadance.
com.

QUEENS TAKES ITS

NEXT STEP
Continued from Page 45

PRODUCTIONS

“Cymbeline” — Hip to Hip 
Theatre Co. opens its eighth 
season with Shakespeare’s play 
that combines tragedy, comedy 
and romance. The evening 
begins with a 30-minute Kids 
and the Classics program. 
When: Friday, Aug. 1, at 7 pm; 
Sunday, Aug. 3, at 4:30 pm; 
Thursday, Aug. 7, at 7 pm
Where: Aug. 1 at Sunnyside 
Gardens Park, 48-21 39th Ave., 
Sunnyside; Aug. 3 at Socrates 
Sculpture Park, 32-01 Vernon 
Blvd., Long Island City; Aug. 7 
at Crocheron Park, Cross Island 

Parkway and 35th Avenue, 
Bayside
Cost: Free
Website: www.hiptohip.org

“Two Gentlemen of 
Verona” — Hip to Hip’s other 
production this summer 
is Shakespeare’s slapstick 
comedy about love, friendship, 
betrayal, forgiveness and 
a dog. The evening begins 
with a 30-minute Kids and 
the Classics program. When: 
Saturday, Aug. 2, at 7 pm; 
Wednesday, Aug. 6, at 7 pm; 
Friday, Aug. 8, at 7 pm
Where: Aug. 2 at Gantry Plaza 
State Park, 4-09 47th Road, 

Long Island City; Aug. 6 at 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park 
near the Unisphere; Aug. 8 at 
Sunnyside Gardens Park, 48-21 
39th Ave., Sunnyside
Cost: Free
Website: www.hiptohip.org

“Gypsy” — Based on the life of 
stripper Gypsy Rose Lee, this 
classic American musical by 
Stephen Sondheim, Jule Styne 
and Arthur Laurents includes a 
dozen Broadway standards. 
When: Through Aug. 3, Friday 
and Saturdays at 8 pm, Sundays 
at 3 pm
Where: Rockaway Theatre 
Co., Building T4, Fort Tilden, 
Rockaway
Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

PREPARE YE THE WAY
Cast members of St. Gregory’s Theatre Group’s upcoming production of “Godspell” get ready 
for a recent rehearsal. The musical, written by Stephen Schwartz, is based on the Gospel of St. 
Matthew. Performances begin Aug. 8 and run through Aug. 17 in Bellrose. Call (718) 989-2451 
for tickets. Photo courtesy St. Gregory’s Theatre Group
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BY MERLE EXIT

For the past 25 years, Sofia 
Landon Geier has appeared on 
stages across New York City and 
has even popped up on TV shows 
like “Law and Order” from time 
to time. 

But these days, she can often 
be found in makeshift theaters 
closer to her Sunnyside home, 
where since 2009 she has run the 
Unity Stage Co., a non-profit pro-
gram that provides young actors 
with Manhattan-caliber theater 
training in Queens. 

“We have a musical direc-
tor, choreographer, voice teacher 
and yoga instructor with a well-
rounded approach to stage tech-
niques,” Landon Geier said. 

From September through 
March, children attend classes 
and workshops in Sunnyside. 
The younger ones, those in kin-
dergarten up through fifth grade 
rehearse a musical. The older 
ones, tweens and teens in sixth 
through 10th grade opt to tackle a 
straight play. 

“They do mostly non-mu-

sicals as they are geared more 
to learning acting techniques,” 
Landon Geier said. 

At the end of the season, the 
two groups perform the shows — 
each one with a double cast — for 
audiences at a Jackson Heights 
venue. 

During the summer months 
Unity Stage hosts a performing 
arts program that Landon Gei-
er calls more relaxed and laid 
back.

At the summer’s first two-
week session, titled “Theater 
Maker,” the young actors were 
taught dialogue, songs and cho-
reography from popular musicals 
and plays. 

Last week, the children cre-
ated characters and devised a 
play during the “Play Makers” 
session. 

The final session, scheduled 
Aug. 11 - 22, is called “Two Week 
Movie Makers.”

Although Unity Stage offers 
full-blown theatrical training, 
many of the students may not be 
seeking a career on Broadway.

“Some parents are hoping 

to get them out of their shell,” 
Landon Geier said. “Everyone 
does get up on stage to experience 

the feeling of performing.  Some 
who were shy last year are raring 
to go this year.” 

For information about Unity 
Stage Co., call (917) 548-1086, or 
visit its website at unitystage.org.

Students encouraged to act up in summer school
Sofi a Landon Geier’s Unity Stage Co. has trained young actors in Sunnyside since 2009 

Young performers in Unity Stage Co.’s summer program rehearse a scene during a recent session. Photo by Merle Exit

performances. 
When: Wednesday, Aug. 6,, at 7 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

KIDS & FAMILY

Community Conversations 
for Kids: Friendship — Join a 
discussion on Alexis O’Neill’s 
book “The Kite That Bridged 
Two Nations,” followed by a 
friendship bracelet activity. 
When: Saturday, Aug. 2, from 1 
pm - 2 pm
Where: Kingsland Homestead, 
143-35 37th Ave., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 939-0647
Website: www.
queenshistorialsociety.org

Nature Nick’s Animal Adventure 
— Bring a blanket or low chair to 
this show featuring the display of 
some exotic animals. 

When: Monday, Aug. 4, at 10 am
Where: Alley Pond Park, 
76th Avenue and Springfi eld 
Boulevard, Oakland Gardens
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Mommy, Music & Me — Music 
and movement activities for 
children up to 7 years old. Bring 
a blanket or low chair.
When: Wednesday, Aug. 6, at 
10:30 am
Where: Alley Pond Park, 
76th Avenue and Springfi eld 
Boulevard, Oakland Gardens
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

SummerStage Kids Presents: 
PuppetMobile — The Swedish 
Cottage Marionette Theatre 
presents a new version of 
“Little Red Riding Hood.”
When: Thursday, Aug. 7, at 10:30 
am
Where: Queensbridge Park, 
Vernon Boulevard near 41st 
Avenue, Long Island City
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-In 
Program for Families — On 
the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore the 

galleries and then spend time 
in the education room making 
art. Educators will be on hand 
to discuss gallery connections, 
introduce materials and assist 
in art making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/includes 
museum admission and 
materials
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Rockaway! Exhibit from MoMA 
PS 1 — A public arts festival 
sponsored by the Jamaica Bay-
Rockaway Parks Conservancy 
to celebrate the reopening 
of Fort Tilden and recognize 
the ongoing recovery of the 
Rockaway peninsula. 
When: Through Sept. 1
Where: Rockaway Beach Surf 
Club, 302 Beach 87th St. and 
Fort Tilden
Cost: Free
Website: www.momaps1.org

Richard Dupont: Object 

Ritual — Dupont works include 
experiments with digital 
scanning and 3D printings using 
his body as the subject. 
When: Through Nov. 16
Where: Queens Museum at 
Bulova Corp. Center, 75-20 
Astoria Blvd., Jackson Heights
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.
org

Year of Brazil: Art of South 
America — The Godwin-
Ternbach Museum highlights 
South American artworks from 
its permanent collection. 
When: Through August
Where: The Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum at Queens College 
Klapper Hall, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., Flushing 
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/
godwin_ternbach

13 Most Wanted Men: Andy 
Warhol and the 1964 World’s 
Fair — Created for the World’s 
Fair, Warhol’s 13 paintings 
were covered with silver paint 
the night before the open 
ceremony. Nine of the 13 prints 
Warhol made from the original 
screens, plus 175 other Warhol 

objects are on display.
When: Through Sept. 7
Where: Queens Museum, New 
York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $8/suggested adults, 
$4/suggested seniors and 
students, Free/children under 12
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.
org

DANCE

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu dance 
popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 11; 
6:30 pm workshop for all ages 
12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

Free Line Dance Lessons — 
Free line dance lessons given by 
professional dance instructor, 
Bernardo, every Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm

Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

COMEDY
Open Mic at Rapture Lounge 
— All musicians, poets, writers, 
singers-songwriters, comedians 
and performance artists are 
welcome. Sign-up at 8 pm.
When: Mondays, 8:30 pm to 10 pm
Where: Rapture Lounge, 34-27 
28th Ave., Astoria
Cost: No cover, $10 minimum
Contact: (718) 626-8044
Website: www.rapturelounge.
com

Astoria Comedy All Stars — Ben 
Rosenfeld hosts fi ve different 
comics each week. Comics range 
from underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. The 
show is absolutely free, no cover 
charge and no drink minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.com/
blog/archives/astoria_comedy_
all_stars

Arts
Continued from Page 46
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

OFF THE HOOK THE HOME OF EURO-SOUL CUISINET

TO BE FEATURED IN OUR GUIDE TO DINING CALL FOR INFORMATION: 718.260.4521
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Winning the Citi Small 
Business Call Ups program 
was a home run for Gior-
gios Aspiotis and his For-
est Hills restaurant Corfu 
Grill.

Business has never 
been better for the Greek 
restaurateur, who beat 
other eateries in the crowd-
sourced contest for the 
right to open a location at 
Citi Field for the season.

“It’s given me a lot of 
publicity,” he said. “My 
business is doing great. I 
see more excitement in my 
customers. They are even 
more excited to visit the 
place and be part of the res-
taurant.”

Aspiotis said that while 
it is hard to tell exactly how 
much extra business he is 
getting, as summer months 
are usually busy, he has 
seen a lot of new faces com-
ing into the restaurant this 
year.

“I’ve got new custom-
ers coming in saying they 
saw us at Citi Field,” he 
said.

Since the Fourth of 
July weekend, baseball fans 
have been able to try Aspio-
tis’ chicken kebabs, gyros 
and humus in the ballpark’s 

grand concourse.
The satellite location 

serves only the three op-
tions from the regular 
menu at the moment and is 
staffed by employees from 
Aramark, the stadium’s 

food contractor.
Aspiotis’ original res-

taurant, at 70-17 Austin St., 
has been open for 10 years 
and serves a full menu of 
authentic Greek fare, from 
moussaka to baklava.

The Citi Small Busi-
ness Call Ups program was 
an experiment in crowd-
sourcing, as it gave New 
York Mets fans the chance 
to vote online for one of 
three restaurants they 

wanted to see at Citi Field. 
The contestants were cho-
sen from Citi Bank’s small 
business clients in what 
the bank called an effort to 
showcase some of the city’s 
independently owned cui-
sine.

Corfu Grill was up 
against Lady M Confec-
tions, a Manhattan bou-
tique bakery, and Ceetay, 
an Asian fusion restaurant 
in the Bronx. Of the 11,500 
people who voted in Citi 
Field’s inaugural competi-
tion, 47 percent voted for 
Corfu Grill.

The restaurant will 
now get to serve its food 
out of the ballpark until the 
last home game of the regu-
lar season Sept. 28.

“I was very happy they 
picked me and I’d like to 
thank everybody who vot-
ed,” Aspiotis said. “I want 
to thank everyone who ap-
preciates my hard work 
and my business in Forest 
Hills.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Forest Hills eatery steps up to plate in Flushing
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terview. “I believe neither 
John Liu nor Tony Avella 
reflect the values of this 
district.”

Former Republican 
state Sen. Frank Padavan 
represented the district, 
which includes Bayside, 

Whitestone, College Point, 
Bay Terrace, Douglaston, 
Hollis Hills and part of 
Flushing, for 38 years be-
fore he was knocked off by 
Avella in 2010.

Watch blamed this 
year’s poor showing on 
infighting, which has re-
cently plagued the Queens 
Republican Party.

“It’s disgraceful,” he 

said. “It’s time for the state 
GOP to stop pretending 
there isn’t a problem in 
Queens and to step in and 
resolve it.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

the burial ground. “It gives 
you a perspective of how 
old New York City is.”

Because it was aban-
doned, people did not know 
the cemetery even existed. 
Thousands of students pass 
by it every day.

Andrew Farren, of 
the Prospect Cemetery 
Association, said the first 
documented burial that 
took place at the site was in 
1709. He pointed out at the 
colonial burial ground that 
before work began, “home-

less people lived here.” He 
added that there were also 
acts of vandalism.

“We also hope to find 
new tombstones once we 
penetrate the ground with 
a sonar,” explained Farren, 
whose grandfather from 
eight generations ago was 
buried at Prospect Cem-
etery in 1723. His great-
grandmother was interred 
there in 1951.

He said the associa-
tion, historians and experts 
have been able to identify 
over the years approxi-
mately 1,900 burials, that 
spanned from 1709-1981.

Richard Moylan, presi-
dent of Green-Wood, said 

that “with its rich, 346-
year history and pictur-
esque tombstones, Prospect 
Cemetery is an important 
part of the New York land-
scape.”

After putting the fin-
ishing touches on another 
tombstone, the French stu-
dent Ali Dore, took a deep 
breath, paused and said: 
“Restoration is such a good 
experience. It does not feel 
weird at all to do this in a 
cemetery.”

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Continued from Page 9 

Cemetery 

Continued from Page 21 

Furey

stitutionality would cause 
significant disruption and 
needless litigation in the 
courts of both Bronx and 

Queens counties, would im-
pact negatively on cases in 
all of New York City’s five 
boroughs and would send 
a chilling and disturbing 
message to independently 
elected prosecutors across 
the state about their ability 

to exercise their discretion 
freely.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 21 

Rikers

Several interns and volunteers from Brooklyn’s Green-Wood Cemetery restore 18th century head-
stones at the Prospect Cemetery in Jamaica. Photo by Juan Soto

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Family
QUEENS August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

Call the newsroom at 718-260-4545
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”Queens Palace is a 
small catering hall, actu-
ally more of a party space,” 
Osso said. “A fight broke 
out after midnight and 
there were shots fired and 
someone lost their life.”

Less than an hour 
earlier, their was a second 
deadly episode in Woodside 
when an argument over 

drugs escalated into vio-
lence, the NYPD said.

Police responded to a 
call at the Woodside Hous-
es, at 50-30 Broadway, just 
after 11 p.m. Friday and dis-
covered one man shot and 
another stabbed. Both were 
taken to Elmhurst Hospital 
Center where the gunshot 
victim, Jose Feliciano, a 
50-year-old resident from 
50th Street and Broadway, 
was pronounced dead on 
arrival.

Police arrested the 
man who was stabbed, 
James Sloane, 30, of 162nd 
Street. He was charged 
with second-degree murder 
and criminal possession of 
a weapon, according to po-
lice.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

closes that loophole.”
With the upgrade from 

misdemeanor to felony, 
Simotas said penalties for 
repeat sexual abuse offens-
es can go from one to two 
years up to a sentence of 
five to 10 years.

Simotas said the issue 
was brought to her atten-
tion about two years ago 
and she has been working 
with Gianaris and other 
elected officials since to 
find a solution. Now that 
it has passed both houses, 
she said the next step is to 
await approval from Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo, though it 
had not yet gone in front of 
him.

Gianaris issued a 
statement after Tuesday’s 
news conference urging 
Cuomo to sign the bill into 
law to help protect future 
victims.

“There should be no 
place in our society for 
criminals who repeatedly 
sexually abuse others in 
our community,” he said. 
“This bill would crack down 
harder on those miscreants 
who commit multiple sex 
crimes in a 10-year period, 
and in doing so, make every 
New Yorker safer.”

Simotas said the bill 
had little to no opposition 
in both the Senate and the 
Assembly, but she thanked 
Gianaris and other law-
makers for the support that 
helped push the bill through 
both bodies. Brown also ap-

plauded the elected officials 
for their work and said the 
passage of the bill would 
help prosecutors like him 
hold sex offenders fully ac-
countable for their actions.

Simotas said she hoped 
the bill would deter sexual 
offenders from committing 
crimes knowing they would 
be more harshly punished.

“We have to give our 
criminal justice system all 
the tools it needs to send 
people to prison for their 
crimes,” she said. “This 
gives me peace of mind, but 
there is still a lot of work to 
do.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 5 

Sex abusers
In June, the organiza-

tion hosted its fourth an-
nual awards dinner. The 
guest speaker was profes-
sional photographer Nat 
Valentine, a freelancer for 
TimesLedger Newspapers.

For some members, 
the club has changed their 
lives, at least socially.

“Since becoming a 
member, now I look at 
newspapers for events that 
I can go and take pictures 

of,” said James Fonsville, 
a retired salesman who 
joined the club three years 
ago. “Being part of the 
club, I realized that I was 
just taking snapshots, not 
pictures,” added Fonsville, 
who has been interested in 
photography for more than 
50 years.

“The club teaches us 
how to make better photo-
graphs,” said Fonsville, a 
Springfield Gardens resi-
dent who loves to photo-
graph regular people on 
the streets. “Experts look 
at our work and show us 

how to improve.”
And that passion for 

pictures made Fonsville 
become an amateur pho-
tography instructor. He is 
now teaching photography 
to six youths from the Ja-
maica Arts Center, ages 14 
to 17.

“The club encouraged 
me to do this volunteer 
work,” Fonsville pointed 
out. “This is just great.”

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Continued from Page 27 

Camera

IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns

 

  

Shootings
Continued from Page 26 

Send e-mails to 
timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Christ the King pro-

vided a different type of 
change for Sydney Zam-
brotta, and in the process 
finally gave the nomadic 
guard a place to call home.

The Royals were her 
fourth varsity team in 
four years dating back to 
seventh-grade. Zambrotta 
played girls’ basketball at 
Upper Room, North Baby-
lon and St. John the Baptist 
before transferring to the 
Middle Village school last 
season as a sophomore.

The 5-foot-8, rising ju-
nior guard has no plans on 
going anywhere else. She 
immediately felt part of the 
family.

“It feels like this will 
be the school I finish my 
high school career with 
and it’s just a great fit,” 
Zambrotta said.

While she was used 
to transitioning to a new 
school, she also had to ad-
just her game to fit into the 
Royals’ plans. Zambrotta 
grew up being a star even 
at a young age. She set the 
Long Island single-game 
scoring record by pouring 
in 63 points for Upper Room 
as an eight-grader and has 
been a starter the majority 
of her career.

Zambrotta, who has 
a host of Division I col-
leges interested in her, was 
asked to be a key reserve at 
Christ the King with vet-
eran players ahead of her. 
She accepted the role, but 
needed to adjust to it be-
fore ultimately succeeding. 
The combo guard was a big 
reason CK won the CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens title and 
did not lose a game from 
late December until falling 
to Nazareth in the Catholic 

state semifinals.
“It took a while to 

get used to coming off the 
bench,” Zambrotta said. 
“But after that I knew I was 
going to come off the bench. 
I just knew I had to contrib-
ute to the game in order for 
the team to win.”

What makes her spe-
cial is she can help in so 
many ways. Zambrotta 
was an instant spark off 
the bench on both ends of 
the floor. Sometimes she 
was the team’s third scor-
ing option behind McDon-
ald’s All-American Sierra 
Calhoun and star forward 
Kollyns Scarbrough. Zam-
brotta scored 12 points, 
including eight straight 
with two three-pointers, in 
a regular season win over 
Nazareth.

Other times she start-
ed the Royals’ transition 
offense with her play on 
defense or helped them eas-
ily escape defensive pres-
sure with her ball handling 
skills. Zambrotta brings 
toughness and competitive-

ness that sometimes gets 
lost in her point totals and 
offensive flare.

“There were very few 
teams that could trap her 
full court because she is 
just that strong, that quick 
and she sees the floor,” 
Mackey said.

Zambrotta excelled at 
tryouts for the USA Bas-
ketball Under-17 team in 
late May and made it to the 
final round of cuts before 
missing out on making the 
roster with some of the na-
tion’s best players.

Her travel ball season 
ended abruptly. She needed 
six stitches on the bridge 
of her nose after trying to 
force a jump ball and bash-
ing faces with a defender 
late in the close game at the 
USJN championships last 
weekend.

She has been working 
on improving her pull-up 
jumper. Mackey believes 
she can also be one of the 
city’s top defenders if she 
puts her mind to it.

“She’s got some work 

to do, but I think she really 
has potential,” he said.

The opportunity to re-
alize all of it will be there 
as Zambrotta moves into 
the starting lineup for a CK 
team trying to find its iden-
tity next season. She, Do-
minique Toussaint, Kaela 
Kinder, Ashley Howell and 
Cynthia Perez all have var-
sity experience, but not the 
experience of playing with 
each other as a unit.

Zambrotta is just 
happy her focus can be on 
building off her experience 
from last year and trying 
to bring things together as 
the Royals try to book their 
first trip to the state Fed-
eration tournament since 
2010.

“Now I feel like I can 
settle down and stop worry-
ing, ‘Do I have to go to this 
school, that school?’” Zam-
brotta said. “I know that 
I’m staying at King for the 
next two years. I can just 
worry about building my 
game up to hopefully get a 
championship next year.”

Zambrotta fi nds home at CK
Royal pursues HS career after stints at four different varsity teams

Continued on Page 57

Queens native Scott Machado (front) is working toward rejoining 
the NBA. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Scott Machado seeks 
second chance in NBA

Sydney Zambrotta (l.) feels at home at Christ the King high school. Photo by Ken Maldonado

He spent the 
bulk of last 

year with the 
Santa Cruz 

Warriors and 
the Idaho 
Stampede 

after being cut 
by the Utah 

Jazz.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
The beginning of Scott 

Machado’s professional 
basketball career has been 
a series of starts and stops.

The Queens Village 
native and former Iona Col-
lege point guard 
spent a regular 
season in the 
NBA with the 
Houston Rock-
ets, saw post-
season action 
with the Golden 
State Warriors, 
played in the 
NBA Develop-
ment League 
and suited up 
overseas in a 
two-year span.

For a player 
who once led the 
nation in assists 
with the Gaels, it 
has been hard to 
get comfortable.

“There is nothing like 
being with one team all 
year, being able to learn 
everybody, being able to 
get comfortable and really 
be the player that I am,” 
Machado said. “Being able 
to jump from place to place 
is kind of hard, especially 

being your first two years 
out as a pro.”

He is hoping for an-
other crack at the NBA this 
year after being cut by the 
Utah Jazz just before the 
2013-14 season. Machado 
earned an invite to play 

with the To-
ronto Raptors 
in the Summer 
League this 
July, but didn’t 
get a chance to 
perform as well 
as he is capable 
of.

He was suf-
fering from an 
upper respira-
tory infection 
that made it dif-
ficult to breathe. 
Machado de-
scribed it as his 
heart tightening 
up. He had just 
five total points 
and three assists 

in 53 minutes of action.
Machado was more 

of himself Tuesday at the 
Nike Pro City league at Ba-
ruch College. He dropped 
in 24 points, grabbed five 
rebounds and dished out 
seven assists for Queens-
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The learning curves 

weren’t similar for Kaitlyn 
Mahon and Emer Moloney 
as juniors at Archbishop 
Molloy, but the results were 
the same.

Mahon was thrust 
right into the fire after 
earning the right to replace 
the graduated Amani Tat-
um at point guard. Moloney, 
a shooting guard, on the 
other hand had to wait her 
turn playing behind Mahon 
and Nyasha Irizarry.

Both found success 
along with the team by the 
end of the year and know 
they need to be key compo-
nents from start to finish in 
their senior year 

“It kinda hit us,” Mah-
an said. “We were like, ‘Oh, 
wow, we really need to step 
it up. We are leaders.’”

The summer has pro-
vided a chance to get used 
to that role by playing with 
each other and their fellow 
Molloy teammates for head 
Coach Scott Lagas and the 

Shooting Stars. Standout 
forward Aryn McClure is 
playing with Exodus, thus 
leaving more responsibil-
ity on Mahon, Moloney and 
junior forward Emily Peck-
ham.

Mahon found her con-
fidence early last season 
after Lagas sat her for most 
of a game in December af-
ter a poor performance. 
It opened her eyes and 
motivated her to never let 
that happen again. Ma-
hon, an All-Queen honor-
able mention selection by 
TimesLedger Newspapers, 
was a major catalyst during 
Molloy’s late season run.

They won four of its 
last six regular season 
games and upset Nazareth 
to reach a second straight 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
title game.

“I think it was Kaitlyn 
learning how to be a point 
guard on varsity,” Moloney 
said. “She just needed time 
to get used to it and, once 
she did, she really showed 
up.”

The 5-foot-7 Mahon 
blossomed into a consis-
tent and steadying force 
on the court. She handles 
defensive pressure well, 
provides excellent outside 
shooting and is a good de-
fender. Lagas wants to see 
her score more this season, 
much like she did during 
her two years on the junior 
varsity.

“I’d like to see her 
know she has to distribute 
the ball, but every once in 
a while she has to go for 
hers,” the coach said.

Moloney’s aggressive-
ness grew late in the season 
as she provided scoring off 
the bench. She must do that 
more consistently as she 
looks to replace Irizarry 
in the starting lineup next 
year. The 5-foot-9 Moloney 
has done so by not losing 
her aggressiveness. She 
successfully attacks any 
opening to the basket and 
isn’t afraid to dive for loose 
balls.

“That’s something 
that’s learned, Lagas said. 

“She is a very laid back kid. 
For her to take it upon her-
self to be a scorer, it’s oppo-
site of her personality. She 
is the most cool, laid-back 
great kid.”

Both she and Mahon 
have garnered scholarship 
interest from colleges this 
summer. Mahon has Ver-
mont, William & Mary, St. 
Rose, Lemoyne, Queens 
College, C.W. Post Nyack. 
Niagara, Adelphi, Queens 
College, St. Thomas Aqui-
nas and Mercy College are 
looking at Moloney.

It’s just another sign to 
them that their career will 
be coming to a close before 
they know it. Mahon and 
Moloney are both itching 
to get back on the court for 
the Stanners and be one of 
the league’s most veteran 
teams a year after being its 
most inexperienced.

“I’m so excited for the 
season,” Moloney said. “I 
can’t wait. Everyone else is 
going through their turn-
over now. We went through 
it last year.”

Molloy backcourt brims with confi dence
Colleges eyeing Kaitlyn Mahon and Emer Moloney, who played with Shooting Star summer team

Molloy player Kaitlyn Mahon shoots a layup. 
Photo by Steven Schnibbe

 I
t is August. It’s OK to 
groan since the sum-
mer will sadly be over 
faster then we’d all like 

it to be.
For Queens teenagers, 

it means school will be in 
session again before they 
know it. For athletes, the 
football pads will be getting 
dusted off, the soccer balls 
rolled out and the volley-
ball nets hung as we get set 

to start the 2014-15 season 
in a few weeks.

The start to this col-
umn could be a downer al-
ready, especially if you are 
one of the kids waiting un-
til the last minute to com-
plete your summer reading 
assignment. Unfortunately, 
there is a little bit more bad 
news on the way.

It’s going to take some 
effort for this high school 
season to surpass what 
went on in Queens over the 
last year. I’m not saying it 
can’t be done, but if it is, I 
can’t wait to document ev-
ery minute of it.

Here is what you have 
to top:

• Queens’ teams won 

16 city or diocesan cham-
pionships in the nine pre-
mier high school sports, 
including some of the five 
boroughs’ biggest prizes. It 
was not just what they won, 
but how they won.

• Francis Lewis 
claimed its first girls’ bas-
ketball crown since 1979 
and did so by ending Murry 
Bergtraum’s 15-year reign 
over the PSAL.

• Cardozo grabbed the 
boys’ crown for the first 
time since 1999, thanks to 
sophomore guard Rashond 
Salnave hitting two free 
throws that will forever 
live in New York City bas-
ketball lore.

• Christ the King boys’ 

basketball did something 
that hasn’t been accom-
plished since the 1950s by 
winning four of the last five 
CHSAA Class AA intersec-
tional crowns and added a 
second straight state Fed-
eration victory.

• Last fall saw six ma-
jor titles come to Queens, 
the most of any portion 
of the season. St. Francis 
Prep collected the CHSAA 
state girls’ volleyball crown 
for the first time since 1986 
and its boys’ soccer team 
regained the city champion-
ship. Christ the King estab-
lished itself as a dynasty, 
winning Brooklyn/Queens 
for the third straight year, 
just as the McClancy boys 

did in the CHSAA Class A 
division. Cardozo claimed 
its second girls’ volleyball 
crown in the last three 
years.

Things finished with a 
bang. Cardozo, which won 
three major titles, made an 
unexpected run to the top 
of the PSAL Class A base-
ball world to claim its first 
crown since 1988. Senior 
Keith Rogers turned in one 
of the best all-around sea-
sons in the PSAL in a long 
time.

The Beach Channel 
baseball team and Schol-
ars Academy softball squad 
showed us anything can 
be overcome and strength 
can come from difficult 

circumstances. Two years 
after Hurricane Sandy hit 
the schools and their com-
munity hard, both went on 
to claim Class B city titles 
in dramatic fashion. The 
Dolphins staved off a wild 
Bronx Science seventh in-
ning rally and Scholars 
scored six times in the 
bottom of the seventh for a 
stunning victory over God-
dard in the final.

So for all the teams get-
ting ready to kick off their 
season, this is what you 
have to beat. A tall task, I 
know, but you can do it.

Queens teams have tough act to follow after banner year

Visit us at www.
TimesLedger.com

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots
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Machado
bridge in a 123-104 loss to 
the X-Men.

He doesn’t think his 
rough time in the summer 
league will affect people’s 
opinion about him.

“It’s disappointing, 
but I feel like the NBA re-
members who I am and 
they are going to remember 
who I am,” Machado said. 
“Wherever I’m at next year, 
I’ll make sure they know 
where I am at.”

It has been hard to 
keep track of that recently. 
Last year was a difficult 
one for Machado, with the 
death of his father and hav-
ing to recover from a sport 
hernia that left him side-
lined for three months.

He spent the bulk of 
last year with the Santa 
Cruz Warriors and the Ida-
ho Stampede of the NBADL 
after being cut by the Jazz. 
Machado traveled overseas 
to France to be the back-up 
point guard for ASVEL Bas-
ket in the country’s Class A 
league when Idaho did not 

make the playoffs.
Machado is happy to 

have had the NBA experi-
ence, which included scor-
ing in the playoffs for the 
Warriors. He isn’t content 
but determined to finally 
stick with an NBA roster 
and play meaningful min-
utes.

“Every player wants to 
play in the NBA,” Machado 
said. “I never really got a 
real chance to play during 
crunch time. That’s still 
something I want to accom-
plish in the NBA.”

w w w.shoevi l lage.com
Free Shipping Over $50

45-22 162nd St. Flushing, NY 11358 | (718) 762-1990
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funds allocated to his 2009 
Council campaign for per-
sonal expenses.

The councilman has 

maintained his innocence 
and said the nonprofit plays 
a vital role in helping fight 
obesity and support fami-
lies in southeast Queens.

His office could not be 
reached for comment.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

pleaded guilty to accepting 
a bribe in connection with 
the scheme, meticulously 
delved into the GOP’s strat-
egy.

Savino told jurors 
that city Republican lead-
ers’ meetings with Smith 
started on the right side of 
the law. He said the GOP 
believed President Barack 
Obama would not get elect-
ed to a second term and for-
mer city Comptroller Bill 
Thompson would lose the 
Democratic mayoral pri-
mary, leaving black voters 
feeling disenfranchised.

Republicans wanted 
to run a black politician 
for mayor, such as Smith, 
because Savino said they 
thought it would compel 
black voters to migrate to 
the GOP en masse.

Obama won. And 
Savino said Republicans re-
tooled their strategy based 
on national polls showing 
the party was struggling 
to attract Latino support. 

It dumped Smith and ex-
plored backing former 
Bronx Borough President 
Adolfo Carrion as a ploy to 
woo Latinos, Savino said.

The judge was lenient 
when Halloran detailed ev-
erything from Smith’s po-
tential as a minority candi-
date to the financial duress 
brought on by his divorce.

But Karas cut off the 
ex-councilman and his at-
torney Vinoo Varghese 
when they hinted at Hal-
loran’s May 2012 surgery to 
remove a malignant brain 
tumor.

Karas nixed Var-
ghese’s plan to use the sur-
gery in an insanity argu-
ment early on.

As explicit text mes-
sages, grainy video of or-
nate dinners and hours of 
secretly taped phone con-
versations were presented 
to jurors, proceedings 
sometimes derailed into de-
bates over syntax.

Halloran argued with 
prosecutors during cross 
examination about whether 
a sum of money he accepted 
qualified as a gift or loan.

They also bickered 

over whether Halloran’s re-
quests for payments and po-
sitions from Smith, assum-
ing he wound up in Gracie 
Mansion, could fairly be 
described as “demands.”

“I think it would be 
wise for Malcolm to a) 
make sure his first deputy 
mayor — the one who’s in 
charge of operations — is a 
Republican member of the 
City Council currently,” 
Halloran told an undercov-
er FBI agent, according to a 
recording played in court. 
“We’re not asking for the 
whole vote .... We’re only 
asking for 50 percent of ju-
dicial appointments.”

“I would not use the 
word ‘demanding,’” Hal-
loran said amid a back-and-
forth with prosecutors.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 

but we wanted a better 
neighborhood.”

Three years later, the 
plaza is used as a town 
square by many faiths, ac-
cording to Saleh.

“We have Christmas 
trees, Diwali celebrations 
and this today,” he said. 

“It’s become a capital of 
the living United Nations 
where 82 languages are 
spoken. It’s a mecca for 
immigrants and everyone 
comes to Jackson Heights. 
It’s a dream come true.”

It also offers a de facto 
support group for immi-
grants whose homelands 
have been plunged into cha-
os with conflict in Syria, 
Iraq, Libya, Afghanistan 

and Gaza.
“It’s a horrible time 

in the world and everyone 
on the plaza has family in 
danger back home,” Saleh 
said. “People find comfort 
in their new family here on 
Diversity Plaza.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

construction work.
To date, Peterson said 

four Far Rockaway resi-
dents have been hired.

As the city acquires 
land through Build It Back, 
Faith in New York would 
like to see at east 50 per-
cent of units built on it set 
aside for “deeply affordable 
housing,” which the coali-
tion defined as reserved for 
those making below 30 per-
cent and 50 percent of the 
area’s median income.

Anthony Perez, from 
Our Lady of Sorrows in 
Corona, called for reform 
of the city’s temporary di-
saster relief program serv-
ing immigrants affected by 
Sandy.

And Mavis Hall, of 
First Baptist Church in 
East Elmhurst, urged the 
city to pass the Fair Chance 
Act, which would ban em-
ployers from asking job ap-
plicants about their crimi-
nal history. She and Faith 
in New York contended the 
standard hiring practice 
puts people of color at a 
disadvantage and the city 
owed it to lower income 
communities recuperat-
ing from Sandy to level the 
playing field.

Citing the plight of 
speakers Teresa Surillo, 
Aracelis Cabrera and Cheri 
Jackson, Peterson com-
mitted to hosting a job fair 
promoting Sandy rebuild-

ing work openings within 
60 days.

Surillo said her fam-
ily met with Build It Back 
architects to plan how to 
elevate their Far Rockaway 
home from the wrath of fu-
ture storms, but now she is 
facing the prospect of not 
having a home for three 
to six months during con-
struction.

Cabrera, also of Far 
Rockaway, said her family 
relocated to Brooklyn while 
waiting for Build It Back to 
repair their house, but was 
financially on edge because 
of a break-in, a court fight 
with construction contrac-
tors and the onslaught of 
rent and mortgage bills.

“All of our trust is in 
them,” she said of Build 
It Back. “We’re asking for 
help.”

And Jackson said the 
city must prioritize pub-
lic housing developments 
plagued by spotty heat and 
hot water, mold, leaks and 

playgrounds still closed be-
cause of Sandy debris.

Peterson said the city 
had secured more than 
$640 million for Sandy aid 
and was focused on bolster-
ing temporary assistance 
to cash-strapped Sandy 
victims, hiring locally and 
breaking ground on 500 
sites and writing 500 reim-
bursement checks by Labor 
Day.

She was less commit-
tal when asked if the mayor 
would meet with Faith in 
New York leaders within 30 
days.

“I don’t control the 
mayor’s schedule,” she said. 
“Certainly, you have access 
to the mayor, the mayor’s 
office ... he hears your pri-
orities, so yes.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.
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cases can stand or fall on 
its own merits,” Ahern 
said. “As I advertised to the 
first jury, [Tabone] was at 
a meeting where there was 
passing of money, but other 
than that, he was not in-
volved in the planning and 
edificing that Mr. Halloran 
was.”

The third county 
chairman Halloran tar-
geted with bribes, Dan 
Isaacs of Manhattan, did 
not accept any money and 
was not charged by federal 
prosecutors.

Throughout the trial, 
Varghese maintained that 
his client was innocent 
because he continuously 
acted in “good faith” and 
came close to the line but 
never crossed it into doing 
something illegal.

Varghese accused 
prosecutors of cherry-pick-
ing sections of conversa-
tions, recorded by Stern 
and Raj, to make Halloran 
look guilty of crimes he did 
not commit.

The defense attorney 
also attacked the cred-
ibility of the two men the 
FBI used as undercover 
operatives, calling Stern a 
“four-and-a-half-century 
fraudster” in reference to 
the 455 years in prison he is 
currently facing in  an un-
related case and calling the 
FBI agent a “professional 
liar” who gets paid to fool 
people while working un-
dercover.

Halloran said during 
his 5 1/2-day appearance 
on the witness stand that 
the money he accepted 
from Stern and Raj during 
the discretionary funding 
scheme was either personal 
loans or fees for his servic-
es as a political consultant.

Varghese also said 
Halloran was unaware of 
any bribes that were of-
fered to GOP leaders and 
instead told jurors he was 
only looking to use politi-
cal leverage to get them to 
support Smith’s run as a 
Republican candidate.

U.S. Attorney Preet 
Bharara said the guilty 
verdict would contribute 
to a larger effort to clean 

up New York’s political cor-
ruption.

“As the jury unani-
mously found, Daniel Hal-
loran played a key role in 
two distinct political cor-
ruption schemes,” Bha-
rara said. “Halloran was 
the lone defendant in the 
trial that just ended in his 
conviction, but he is un-
fortunately not alone in a 
crowded field of New York 
officials who are willing to 
sell out their offices for self-
enrichment.”

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), who represents 
the area Halloran formerly 
served in Council, said the 
decision sends a clear mes-
sage that the political pro-
cess is “not for sale.”

“Those who abuse 
their positions in public of-
fice must be held account-
able and held to the highest 
standard possible,” Avella 
said.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 4 

Halloran

Continued from Page 4 

Trial

Clergy stand in Greater Allen A.M.E. Cathedral during a meeting on 
Hurricane Sandy recovery. Photo by Sarina Trangle

Call the 
newsroom

718-260-4545
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