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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Tens of thousands of 
shoppers streamed through 
downtown Jamaica Satur-
day afternoon to take in the 
18th annual JAMS festival.

Organizers expected 
more than 185,000 people 

would attend the two-day 
affair, which flaunts south-
east Queens’ music, food, 
fashion and arts.

A concert in Rufus 
King Park kicked off the 
festivities Friday evening 
and music continued into 
the next day from a stage 
set up in the middle of Ja-

maica Avenue.
A diverse array of mu-

sicians took to the stage 
throughout the afternoon, 
including reggae duo Shaf-
fick and singer Stephanie 
Courtney. The crowd also 
danced along to a zumba 
class and were treated to 
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

State Assemblyman Michael 
Miller (D-Woodhaven) says his 
plan for the abandoned Rockaway 
Beach LIRR spur would please 

commuters, park proponents and 
wary homeowners, but the com-
promise seems on track to create 
some controversy of its own.

Miller proposed using a few 
blocks of the spur near the end 

of the A train in Ozone Park to 
connect subway riders with the 
Atlantic Avenue Long Island Rail 
Road line. Linking the tracks 
would bring passengers to Atlan-
tic Terminal in downtown Brook-

lyn, which connects to several 
subway lines and would offer rid-
ers a quicker route o Manhattan 
than riding the entirely of the A 
train, according to Miller.

The rest of the roughly 3.5-
mile spur, running from Rego 
Park to Howard Beach, would re-
main untouched south of Myrtle 
Avenue. Miller said residents in 
southern Queens have balked  
at the idea of trains barrelling 
through their yards or passers-by 
using it as a trail.

North of Myrtle Avenue, he 
said neighbors have clamored 
for transforming the tracks into 
a High Line-inspired park, so a 
path would be fitting.

“There’s something that 
should be appealing to everyone 
involved,” Miller said. “South of 
Myrtle Avenue, they want to see 
nothing .... Forest Hills and Kew 
Gardens, those are people that re-
ally want a parkway, a walkway.”

Most elected officials have 
not waded into the foray.

The Friends of the Queen-
sWay group wants to transform 
the rail bed, which has not car-
ried trains since 1962, into park-

BEFORE THE PARADE PASSES BY

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Fresh Meadows’ Klein Farm 
has been sold to tenants who re-
cently accepted responsibility for 
illegally cutting down trees on 
the historic property.

Ziming Shen’s Fresh Mead-
ows Children’s Farm LLC bought 
the farm, at 194-15 73rd Ave., last 
week for $5.6 million from Au-
drey Realty Corp., a firm headed 
by Henry Huang, son of notorious 
developer Thomas Huang.

Shen was hit with $1,600 in 
fines by the city after his daycare 
center, Preschool for America, 
which leased the farm, altered 
the driveway and cut down trees 
without the necessary permits.

The farm sits in the Fresh 
Meadows Special Planned Com-
munity Preservation District, 
meaning any significant changes 
to the property have to be ap-
proved by the City Planning Com-
mission.

Outraged neighbors and 
community leaders first noticed 
the trees being cut down last fall 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

The turban that made a 29-year-old Sikh man 
the target in a vicious hit-and-run in Ozone Park 
last week also helped him emerge from the attack 
without a scratch on his head, the victim’s family 
said.

Sikhs call dragging 
attack a hate crime

Craig Crawford entertains the crowd with 
his saxophone on Jamaica Avenue. 

Photo by Nat Valentine

Klein Farm 
purchased 
by a Huang

Old LIRR rail spur revisited 
Assemblyman Miller fl oats compromise for shuttered Rockaway Beach line
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Jamaica is sweet on JAMS

Jessica Lucero and her 4-year-old daughter Lizeth Lucero watch the New York Ecuadorian parade marching along 
Northern Boulevard Sunday. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.
LIVE UNITED

LIVEUNITED.ORG.

BY BILL PARRY

Change is coming to 
Broadway.

The city Department 
of Transportation started 
to alter the traffic patterns 
on a half-mile stretch of the 
dangerous Woodside road-
way beginning last week. 
The agency will also bring 
Arterial Slow Zones, with 
its 25-miles-per-hour speed 
limits to Roosevelt Avenue 
in September and Metro-
politan avenues in Decem-
ber..

“It is good to see DOT 
continue to make good on 
its pledge to get serious 
about improving street 
safety in Queens,” state 
Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) said. “For years it 
seemed our pleas for safer 
streets would fall on deaf 
ears, but Mayor de Blasio’s 
Vision Zero has brought re-
sults to the streets of west-
ern Queens.”

The improvements on 
Broadway, between North-
ern Boulevard and 65th 
Street, will include con-
verting three lanes into 
four with a center medium 
to calm and better organize 
traffic with wider parking 
lanes to facilitate safer bike 
travel.

Updated signaling at 
34th Avenue will improve 
pedestrian and vehicle safe-
ty and the DOT will also 
install left-turn bays along 
the stretch that will create 
simpler, safer left turns.

Broadway is consid-
ered to be a high-crash 
corridor, according to the 
DOT, where 238 injuries 
have occurred in the last 
five years, 10 of them se-
vere. There have been two 
deaths along the stretch 
since 2008, including the 
Sept. 28 hit-and-run death 
of 19-year-old Luis Bravo at 
58th Street and Broadway.

The traffic safety mea-
sures come after the DOT 
reduced the speed limit on 
Northern Boulevard to 25 
mph. The agency also made 
significant traffic design 

improvements at Northern 
Boulevard and 61st Street, 
where 8-year-old Noshat 
Nahian was struck and 
killed while crossing the 
Boulevard to get to class at 
PS 152 in December.

Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
pushed hard for the new 
traffic safety measures.

“The improvements 
we are introducing to 
Broadway in Woodside will 
improve safety for all mo-
torists, cyclists and pedes-
trians who use this popular 
stretch every single day,” 
he said. “No family should 
ever have to suffer the trag-
edy of losing a loved one to 
a traffic collision that could 
have been prevented. These 
safety enhancements will 
decrease incidents of speed-
ing and help prevent ve-
hicles from flouting traffic 
regulations that are meant 
to keep our neighborhoods 
safe.”

The new Arterial Slow 
Zones were announced by 
DOT Commissioner Polly 
Trottenberg Friday. They 
will bring improvements 
to a 5.8-mile stretch of 

Roosevelt Avenue between 
Queens Boulevard and 
154th Street and 5.6 miles 
of Metropolitan Avenue be-
tween Onderdonk Avenue 
and 132nd Street.

“Slow zones are a criti-
cal and widely endorsed el-
ement of Vision Zero,” Trot-
tenberg said. “We are glad 
to work closely with local 
communities in bringing 
these life-saving measures 
to corridors across the 
city.”

The speed limit at all 
Slow Zones will be low-
ered by 5 mph with new 
distinctive signs. The DOT 
will update signal timing 
to maintain mobility and 
prevent diversions to resi-
dential streets. The NYPD 
will increase enforcement 
of traffic laws in the zones.

“I applaud Mayor de 
Blasio for not only talking 
the talk, but walking the 
walk when it comes to in-
stituting his Vision Zero 
plan,” Gianaris said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Vision Zero comes to Broadway in Woodside with a 25 mph speed 
limit. Photo by Bill Parry

Vision Zero proposal 
for Broadway on tap
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BY JUAN SOTO

Hip-hop mogul Rus-
sell Simmons and artist 
LL Cool J again walked the 
southeast Queens streets 
they were raised in.

They were together on 
the newly renovated bas-
ketball court of the Baisley 
Park Houses in South Ja-
maica to launch a national 
campaign to help curb 
crime.

Simmons, Hollis-born 
founder of the prepaid debit 
card company RushCard, 
donated approximately 
$100,000 to Queens’ LIFE 
Camp, a nonprofit that in-
tervenes to end fights and 
encourages people to avoid 
violence. RushCard pro-
vides grants to neighbor-
hood organizations.

“We are here to lobby 

for peace,” said Erica Ford, 
LIFE Camp founder, during 
a rally at the eight-building 
complex.

Wearing an orange T-
shirt that read: “I am pres-
ent for peace,” Simmons, 
56, said that efforts made 
by LIFE Camp to end youth 

violence work.
“She [Erica Ford] 

saves lives on a regular ba-
sis,” said the founder of the 
Def Jam music label, bull-
horn in hand and speak-
ing underneath one of the 
new basketball hoops at the 
Baisley Park Houses.

Rapper and actor LL 
Cool J said the visit to 
Baisley Park Houses, with 
a population of more than 
1,000 residents, “helped 
me reconnect with family, 
friends and the place I come 
from.”

More than 100 people 

attended the rally.
The artist, who grew 

up in nearby St. Albans, 
encouraged young men to 
stay away from violence 
and believe in themselves.

“If I could do what I 
have done in my life,” the 
actor said, “anybody can do 
it because I am no different 
from you.”

Before arriving at the 
Baisley Park Houses, Sim-
mons and LL Cool J met 
with a group of young peo-
ple at Rikers Island and en-
couraged them to get back 
to society and become im-
portant members of their 
communities.

With the goal of mak-
ing southeast Queens safer, 
LIFE Camp will partner 
with the Peace Keepers, an 
Ohio-based organization 
that groups together people 
to patrol the neighborhoods 

they live in to curb vio-
lence in the area. Although 
crime is down, gang-relat-
ed violence is a big problem 
in some southeast Queens 
neighborhoods.

“I hope a lot of young 
men join the Peace Keep-
ers,” Simmons said.

Dennis Muhammed, 
founder of the Peace Keep-
ers, was also at the Baisley 
Park Houses with Simmons 
and LL Cool J.

“This is now ground 
zero,” he said. “This is the 
fist place where there will 
be no violence,” he added.

The idea is to train 
around 100 men to “patrol 
and protect the communi-
ty.” He said the program “is 
phenomenal and it works. 
We are here to promote 
peace.”

PanAm resistance focuses on the city
BY BILL PARRY

One of the lead orga-
nizers of the protests at 
the Pan American Hotel 
in June and July is hitting 
the reset button. Jennifer 
Chu thinks the concerned 
citizens of Elmhurst, and 
its surrounding neighbor-
hoods, have been unfairly 
maligned as racists. 

The Elmhurst resident 
may have a better read on 
her neighbors than most. 
She is a member of Com-
munity Board 4, the New-
town Civic Association and 
COMET, the Communities 
of Maspeth and Elmhurst 
Together, the group that 
started the protests against 
the shelter.

“I’m dismayed how 
some of the media has por-
trayed us as racist and anti-
homeless,” she said. “We 
don’t even know them, so 
how can we hate them? We 
are against the mayor and 
the city for the way they 

went about setting up the 
homeless shelter with no 
dialogue with the commu-
nity.”

Chu believes the half 

dozen civic associations 
that rushed to the Pan 
American Hotel to protest 
June 6 were unorganized.

 “If you listened to our 

speakers, the focus was 
always on the city, but we 
may have strayed from our 
message that this particu-
lar facility is no place for a 

families.” 
The Pan American, 

now known officially as 
the Boulevard Family Resi-
dence, is currently housing 
nearly 650 residents from 
180 families, nearly half of 
them children.

During a Community 
Board 5 hearing May 22, 
city Department of Home-
less Services Assistant 
Commissioner Lisa Black 
called the hotel unsuitable 
as a shelter. The agency’s 
commissioner, Gilbert 
Taylor, confirmed that the 
rooms have no kitchens and 
that three catered meals 
a day are brought into the 
facility.

“We’re new to this 
and we’re learning along 
the way and if this ends up 
helping the whole popula-
tion of the city’s homeless 
population and the way the 
city government deals with 
them, then this will have 
been worth it,” she said.

Much has changed 

since a thousand people 
turned out for that first 
protest after DHS quietly 
moved 21 homeless fami-
lies into the vacant hotel at 
79-00 Queens Blvd. A town 
hall meeting followed June 
30 with some of the mostly 
Asian protesters trading 
insults with a group of the 
homeless residents, who 
were primarily black and 
Hispanic, outside the Elks 
Lodge at 82-20 Queens 
Blvd.

The situation became 
so ugly that when a third 
protest was scheduled July 
22, DHS hired four school 
buses to take the children 
from the facility, and their 
families, to the movies so 
they would not see and 
hear the rally. Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) decided to no lon-
ger participate in the ral-
lies after being a featured 
speaker at the first two.

Jennifer Chu organizes an umbrella group to help Elmhurst civic associations speak with one voice. 
Photo courtesy Jennifer Chu

Russell Simmons speaks at a rally to launch an anti-violence initiative in the Baisley Park Houses in 
South Jamaica. Photo by Ken Maldonado

LL Cool J and Russell Simmons come back to their roots
Rapper and hip-hop mogul return to Jamaica to encourage young adults to stay away from violence
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Watch. Learn. Create. QPTV.

Queens Public Television  ·  Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO  ·  Board of Directors - Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman  ·  Nayibe Berger, Sandra Delson, Stuart Domber, John B. Haney, Alfred Harris,  Henry Kee, Joan Serrano-Laufer, Ruth Schlossman

For more information contact Roslyn Nieves, Community Development Manager:  (718) 886-8160 ext. 324  communitydevelopment@qptv.org

41-61 Kissena Boulevard, Suite 2077, Flushing, New York, 11355 FAX (718) 886-8168 |  QPTV Information Line (718) 886-4880
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“Still Grieving” is a program dedicated 

to the cause of raising awareness 

of “black to black” gun violence in 

Southeast Queens. 

The issue of gun violence has been a 

���������	
������
��
��	����	
������


for many years and has left many grieving 

the loss of family members and friends.

Episode 4 -Journeys:

Occasionally mental illness results 

in unfortunate consequences. Journeys 

introduces us to several patients in 

varying stages of recovery from serious 

mental disorders. We also explore the 

unique Living Museum , 

an “asylum” for artists who have some unique stories 

and backgrounds. Dr. Janos Marton explains his 

thinking on how to combat the self-stigmatizing which 

often accompanies mental illness.

AWARD WINNING TELEVISION FROM QPTV
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Watch. Learn. Create. QPTV.

Queens Public Television  ·  Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO  ·  Board of Directors - Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman  ·  Nayibe Berger, Sandra Delson, Stuart Domber, John B. Haney, Alfred Harris,  Henry Kee, Joan Serrano-Laufer, Ruth Schlossman

For more information contact Roslyn Nieves, Community Development Manager:  (718) 886-8160 ext. 324  communitydevelopment@qptv.org

41-61 Kissena Boulevard, Suite 2077, Flushing, New York, 11355 FAX (718) 886-8168 |  QPTV Information Line (718) 886-4880
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QPTV.org is Queens Public 

Television’s dynamic web 

community providing a wealth 

of resources, information,

and interactive tools for 

Queens residents. 

QPTV.org provides a gateway 

for the community to find out 

more information about our 

organization, to interact 

with other residents, connect 

with staff and discover 

empowerment via the 

Internet.

   AWARD WINNING MEDIA FROM QPTV
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BY JUAN SOTO
 
Cyber security expert 

Bernadette Semple was 
thrown off the ballot in the 
September Demo-
cratic primary to 
unseat indicted 
state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis).

“I am very 
disappointed,” she 
said. “People in the district 
I grew up in deserve to have 
choices, and in this case 
they don’t have them.” 

Semple  will decide 
whether to fight the Queens 
Supreme Court ruling in 
federal court.

A day before the court 

battle, she said in an in-
terview that having her 
petitions challenged is 
“not what I believe ... as 
an American and a Demo-

crat.”
On the 

campaign trail, 
Semple said she 
enjoys “meeting 
so many diverse 
people” while 

“bringing the community 
together to learn about 
each other.”

The Queens Democrat-
ic Party had tried to get the 
U.S. Navy veteran off the 
ballot by challenging her 
nominating petitions sig-
natures. But the city Board 
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BY BILL PARRY

When the developers 
of Astoria Cove went before 
the City Planning Commis-
sion Wednesday, they pre-
sented modified plans for 
the giant 1,723-unit apart-
ment complex they hope to 
build on Hallets Cove, but 
they did not budge on the 
number of units of afford-
able housing they are plan-
ning.

Both the borough 
president and Community 
Board 1 refused to support 
the plan during the Uni-
form Land Use Review Pro-
cedure, citing the lack of 
units they deem necessary.  
The investor team, 2030 
Astoria Developers LLC, 
which includes Alma Re-
alty, is holding to its plans 
for 345 units of affordable 
housing, 20 percent of the 
project’s total.

Of the 22 speakers who 
testified at the packed hear-
ing, half of them raised 
concerns about the plan, in-
cluding Maritza Silva-Far-
rell from Align and Real 
Affordability, who called 
for the number of units to 
be boosted to 50 percent,

Jaron Benjamin, the 
executive director of the 
Metropolitan Council on 
Housing, said, “With near-
ly half of all city residents 
today living near the pov-
erty line, anything less 
than 50 percent real afford-
ability in new housing will 

fail to address the scope 
and severity of the growing 
inequality crisis. If Astoria 
Cove becomes just another 
glitzy playground for the 
wealthy elite, it will be a 
huge step backward, the op-
posite of progress.”

Instead of raising the 
number of affordable units, 
2030 Astoria Developers 
LLC emphasized its plan 
for more transit infrastruc-
ture. The attorney for the 
group, the project’s coun-
sel, Howard Weiss, talked of 
building a new ferry termi-
nal should the city decide 
to extend ferry service to 
Hallets Cove. He added that 
Astoria Cove would run 
shuttle buses to area sub-
way stations and the group 
is in discussions with the 

Transit Authority about in-
creased bus service.

The shift in focus ap-
parently came after Bor-
ough President Melinda 
Katz recommended disap-
proval of the Astoria Cove 
ULURP applications July 
29. In her recommenda-
tions, Katz indicated that 
she was concerned about the 
strain the project would put 
on Astoria’s transit links 
when she wrote, “Mass 
transit service for this area 
is already overburdened. 
Area residents report that 
the nearest subway station 
is operating above capac-
ity. It is also reported by 
area residents that the ex-
isting bus service does not 
run frequently enough to 
meet the current transport 

needs.”
Other speakers at 

Wednesday’s hearing in-
cluded several members of 
the labor advocacy group 
Build Up NYC who warned 
about unsafe conditions 
due to hazardous materials 
on the long-used industrial 
site. 

“Alma’s own environ-
mental study reveals the 
need to thoroughly inves-
tigate for a variety of toxic 
materials including asbes-
tos, lead and PCBs,” John 
Tritt said. “This is particu-
larly important since the 
project is in a flood zone 
and a school is being part of 
the development.”

Weiss promised to 
work with the commission 
on all their requests.

The developers are hoping that new public spaces on a waterfront esplanade and other amenities 
help sway Planning Commission approval. Courtesy Studio V

(Clockwise from top left) Leroy Comrie, Munir Avery, Malcolm 
Smith and Bernadette Semple were the original four candidates 
on the ballot for state Senate.

Astoria Cove’s next step
Developers hope to rebound after big thumbs down from BP Katz

Semple booted from 
race for Smith’s seat
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Feederally Insured by NCUA

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Rockaway ferry rider-
ship statistics need a fairer 
reading, according to the 
borough president.

Borough President Me-
linda Katz asked the mayor 
to add weekend ferry trips 
and extend service through 
summer 2015 so more ac-
curate passenger assess-
ments can be factored into 
decisions about the boats’ 
future.

Her Aug. 1 memo to 
Mayor Bill de Blasio noted 
that current statistics were 
likely low-balling the route 
because weekend trips 
were not offered during the 
beach season.

“It is difficult to assess 
ridership when the city has 
decreased the opportunity 
for the ferry to be used,” 
Katz wrote. “Making the 

ferry available to riders 
on the weekend opens the 
Rockaways up to new av-
enues of much-needed tour-
ism to the area’s beaches, 
business and cultural 
events.”

De Blasio spokesman 
Wiley Norvell said finances 
did not make a strong case 
for the ferry.

“We have enabled a fur-
ther opportunity this sum-
mer to see if the economics 
on the ground change in a 
way that would make long-
term service viable. But 
barring an extraordinary 
increase in ridership, this 
service is just not sustain-
able,” Novell said.

Borough President Melinda Katz wrote the mayor urging for 
Rockaway ferry service to continue through summer 2015.

Refi ne Rockaway ferry
statistics: Melinda Katz
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
Borough President Me-

linda Katz has rejected the 
appeal of six members of 
the Queens Library trust-
ees to get their posts back 
after she dismissed them 
for standing by embattled 
President Thomas Galante.

The deposed trustees 
filed a lawsuit against Katz 
in Brooklyn federal court 
last week for what they de-
scribed as “a brazen, and 
unconstitutional, power 
grab by the Queens bor-
ough president, with the 
aid of the state Legislature, 
to transform the Queens 
Borough Public Library 
from an independent, pri-
vate, nonprofit corporation 
into an organ of city gov-
ernment controlled by the 
Queens borough president 
and mayor.”

They also appealed 
their removal directly to 
Katz after she and Mayor 
Bill de Blasio used powers 

granted to them by a new 
state law to fire eight trust-
ees July 23.

“The mayor and bor-
ough president, as elected 
officials responsible for the 

library, are entitled to ap-
point a board that has a con-
sensus behind reforming 
the library and cooperating 
with the ongoing investiga-
tions,” Rosalynn Mauskopf, 

an attorney representing 
Katz, said in court papers. 
“The plaintiffs stand in the 
way of accountability and 
transparency.”

Papers filed on behalf 

of Katz urged the court to 
drop the lawsuit.

The six trustees vot-
ed against a motion that 
would oust Galante, who 
has been the subject of 

multiple investigations fol-
lowing allegations of fiscal 
mismanagement and ques-
tions concerning his exter-
nal income.

They also voted down a 
measure which would have 
opened the library’s books 
to city Comptroller Scott 
Stringer, who launched an 
audit of the nonprofit’s fi-
nances.

The trustees’ lawsuit 
claimed Katz was “fixated 
on getting rid of Galante” 
from early on in her term 
in office.

“After dismissing the 
trustees, it’s hardly sur-
prising that the borough 
president rejected their 
appeal,” said Doug Grover, 
a lawyer representing the 
trustees. “It’s one more rea-
son the court must step in 
and halt the damage Ms. 
Katz has already done to 
the library and the further 
damage that would surely 
follow.

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S LOBSTER DOCK 
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Corner of 2771 KNAPP St. & Belt Pkwy (EXIT 9 OR 9A) Sheepshead Bay, BKLYN

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across from the UA Movies)

FREE 
PARKING

ZAGAT  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

“GENUINE”
PRINCE EDWARD

ISLAND
MUSSELS

HOURS: Sun. – Thurs. 9 am – 10 pm  Fri. & Sat. 9 am – 11 pm
1-800-404-CLAW

FRESH FILET
FRIED OR BROILED

FISH & CHIPS SPECIAL

$10*
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WITH COUPONS ONLY
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$20*
EXP. 8/18/14

+ TAX*
EXP. 8/18/14

 *
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Six members of the Queens Library board of trustees are suing Borough President Melinda Katz (r.) after she removed them for failing to 
depose library President Thomas Galante (l.).

Fired library trustees take BP Katz to court 
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a demonstration by the 
Seido Karate School, which 
practices at the Jamaica 
YMCA.

There were also ac-
tivities for families as 
the NYPD set up a climb-
ing wall for children and 
clowns blowing up animal 
balloons littered the street.

The festival closed 
down 10 blocks of Jamaica 
Avenue for a street fair, 
which capped off the event 
Saturday.

More than 400 vendors 
lined the street from Par-
sons Boulevard to 170th 
Street, selling sunglasses, 
clothes and trinkets. A 
farmer’s market took up 
one of the blocks off the 

main strip of vendors with 
fresh produce for sale.

“There are a lot of great 
sales. You can save a lot of 
money,” said Jamaica resi-
dent Arnice Faines, who 
wanders through the festi-
val every year in search of 
deals to fill her shopping 
basket. Faines said what 
she really comes for is the 
funnel cake.

F e s t i v a l - g o e r s 
munched their way down 
Jamaica Avenue, where 
they could taste a long list 
of carnival foods, including 
deep fried Oreos, corn dogs, 
gyros, arepas and cotton 
candy.

“Smelling all the food 
is great,” said Michelle Tay-
lor, a Hollis resident. “We 
usually go to street fairs in 
Manhattan, but it’s nice to 
go to something in my own 

neighborhood.”
Jamaica JAMS was 

started in 1996 by a group of 
residents and community 
leaders hoping to show off 
the neighborhood’s talents. 
A mere 7,000 people showed 
up the first year, but the 
festival has since grown 
to be a citywide attrac-
tion, which organizers said 
brings an economic boost 
to the community and helps 
to highlight the diversity of 
the borough.

“It brings unity to the 
neighborhood,” Taylor said. 
“You run into people you 
haven’t seen in a while.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1 

JAMS

The Sikh Coalition, a 
national advocacy group 
for members of the Sikh 
faith, and the Richmond 
Hill-based Sikh Cultural 
Society called on police to 
more aggressively investi-
gate a July 30 hit-and-run 
they said followed the driv-
er’s use of a slur.

Many of the more than 
100 crowded at the corner 
of 101st Avenue and 99th 
Street Tuesday noted Sikhs 
across the world were fo-
cusing on fighting bias 
while commemorating six 
worshippers who were shot 
dead at a Wisconsin temple 
by a neo-Nazi Aug. 5, 2012.

“We are here today 
because, yet again, an-
other Sikh has suffered a 
hate crime,” Sikh Coali-
tion co-founder Amardeep 
Singh said, noting Sikhs 
have been targeted after 
Sept. 11, 2001, because of 
erroneous assumptions 
that their turbans signify 
they are Muslims or terror-
ists. “Our ancestors fought 
with their lives so that we 
can maintain our turbans 
on our head. And Sandeep 
Singh clung to his life with 
a turban on his head, but he 
never gave it up.”

Surrounded by dozens 
with signs reading “End 
hate” and “Keep Sikhs 
safe,” the wife and brother 
of Sandeep Singh, 29, said 
the driver of a light-colored 
Series Sierra pickup truck 
called him a terrorist be-
fore striking him and drag-
ging his body several feet at 
around midnight July 30.

Prabhpreet Kaur, 
Singh’s wife, said he was 
leaving a restaurant near 
his Ozone Park construc-
tion business when he got 
into an argument with the 
driver.

“He was walking too 
slow for the gentleman, or 
actually the animal. And he 
said something about, ‘Go 
back to your country, bin 
Laden,’” Kaur said. “When 
Sandeep protested, the man 
ran him over, dragged him 
30 feet under the truck and 
left him to die.”

The Police Department 
said it has not determined 
whether the hit-and-run 
was a hate crime and is still 
looking for the driver.

Singh remains in Ja-
maica Hospital in serious 
condition after surgery in 
his stomach due to inter-
nal bleeding, according to 
Kaur.

“He had pipes in his 
nose, mouth, bruises all 
over,” she said. “His whole 
back, from his neck to his 

lower back, he has really 
bad road rash that’s going 
to need skin grafting.”

His brother, Navdeep 
Singh, said Singh’s head re-
mained unscathed thanks 
to his turban.

“His turban saved 
his life. There is no in-
jury on his head, nothing, 
no scratch on his head,” 
Navdeep Singh said.

The Sikh Coalition 
said the Police Department 
did not confirm its hate 
crime task force was inves-
tigating the incident until 
community leaders met 
with the 102nd Precinct 
Monday.

Singh’s brother ob-
tained surveillance clips of 
the incident from local bo-
degas and brought it to the 
precinct, but was dismayed 
the NYPD had not already 
sought such evidence.

“I want justice for my 
brother,” he said. “They 
have to take this case very 
seriously because it’s at-
tempted murder plus it’s a 
hate crime.”

The NYPD did not im-
mediately respond to re-
quests for comment on the 
family’s criticism.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 1 
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land and expects to have 
feasibility studies and 
pitches out this fall.

The Queens Public 
Transit Committee is call-
ing for the tracks to be re-
vived so Rockaway commut-
ers’ ride into Manhattan is 
halved. Queens College is 
also leading a study into 
the best use of the spur.

Indeed, Miller’s plan 
drew criticism from nearly 
every corner.

Friends of the Queen-
sWay said they viewed the 
compromise as a start, but 
would like to see it come 
with additional phases to 
eventually connect south-
ern and northern Queens 
by rail or subway.

The Friends of the 
QueensWay said cost will 
prohibit the rail bed from 
moving trains and that the 
park plan “is the best and 
only way to maximize the 
quality of life and economic 
development benefits that 
will be realized when this 
property is adaptively re-

used.”
And transit bloggers, 

such as 2nd Ave. Sagas, 
branded Miller’s proposal a 
“not in my backyard” move 
that keeps the QueensWay 
out of his district and cedes 
a few blocks of his territory 
for a rail line that “solves no 
one’s mobility concerns..”
Borough President Me-
linda Katz, Assemblyman 
Andrew Hevesi (D-Forest 
Hills) and City Councilman 
Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) 
said they have not taken a 
position on the matter, with 
most citing their desire to 
hear from more constitu-

ents or see concrete plans 
and cost estimates before 
making a decision.

Councilwoman Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills) 
has come out against rail 
service, saying it would de-
stroy quality of life in her 
district.

Assemblyman Phil 
Goldfeder (D-Rockaway 
Beach) and U.S. Reps. Greg-
ory Meeks (D-Jamaica) 
and Hakeem Jeffries (D-
Brooklyn), whose district 
includes southwest Queens 
neighborhoods, have indi-
cated support for bringing 
back trains.

Continued from Page 1 

Rail
and reported the arborcide 
to the city Department of 
Buildings.

The property was 
the borough’s last family-
owned, working farm be-
fore the Huangs bought 
it in 2003 for $4.3 million. 
They then unsuccessfully 
tried to develop the farm 
into 22 two-family homes.

Neither Huang nor 
Shen returned requests 
for comment.

In June 2013, state At-
torney General Eric Sch-
neiderman banned Henry 
Huang along with his 
mother, Alice, and father, 
Thomas, from selling real 
estate securities.

Henry Huang re-
ceived a lifetime ban from 
selling condos and co-ops 
for filing false documents 
that hid the fact his par-
ents had committed felony 
securities fraud in the 
development and sale of 
condos at a building in 

Elmhurst, according to 
Schneiderman’s office.

Huang’s parents had 
already been banned from 
developing and selling 
real estate in 1999 for fail-
ing to pay operating costs 
for buildings they owned 
and rented out.

His father was also 
found guilty of damaging 
the landmarked RKO The-
atre in Flushing in 1999. 
The developer pleaded 
guilty to spilling hundreds 
of gallons of oil in the the-
ater’s basement and for 
ignoring asbestos contam-

ination in the building. 
He was sentenced to five 
years’ probation and or-
dered to pay a $5,000 fine.

Shen has had his fair 
share of trouble with the 
law as well as in April 
2012, when he and his wife 
were convicted of embez-
zling more than $3 million 
in federal funds meant 
for children’s lunches at 
the couple’s Red Apple 
Child Development Cen-
ter chain, which operates 
around the city, according 
to court documents filed 
by the U.S. attorney.

Continued from Page 1 

Realty

Lawmakers urge the federal government to fund a study into the 
feasibility of reviving the Rockaway Beach LIRR spur.

Audrey Realty Corp. sold the Klein Farm to its tenants for $5.6 
million.
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