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BY SARINA TRANGLE

The turban that made a 
29-year-old Sikh man the target 
in a vicious hit-and-run in Ozone 
Park last week also helped him 
emerge from the attack without a 
scratch on his head, the victim’s 
family said.

The Sikh Coalition, a nation-
al advocacy group for members of 
the Sikh faith, and the Richmond 
Hill-based Sikh Cultural Society 
called on police to more aggres-
sively investigate a July 30 hit-
and-run they said followed the 
driver’s use of a slur.

Many of the more than 100 
crowded at the corner of 101st 
Avenue and 99th Street Tuesday 
noted Sikhs across the world were 
focusing on fighting bias while 
commemorating six worshippers 
who were shot dead at a Wiscon-
sin temple by a neo-Nazi Aug. 5, 
2012.

“We are here today because, 
yet again, another Sikh has suf-
fered a hate crime,” Sikh Coali-
tion co-founder Amardeep Singh 
said, noting Sikhs have been tar-
geted after Sept. 11, 2001, because 
of erroneous assumptions that 
their turbans signify they are 
Muslims or terrorists. “Our an-
cestors fought with their lives so 
that we can maintain our turbans 
on our head. And Sandeep Singh 
clung to his life with a turban on 
his head, but he never gave it up.”

BY BILL PARRY

One of the lead organizers of 
the protests at the Pan American 
Hotel in June and July is hitting 
the reset button. Jennifer Chu 
thinks the concerned citizens of 
Elmhurst, and its surrounding 
neighborhoods, have been unfair-
ly maligned as racists. 

The Elmhurst resident may 
have a better read on her neigh-
bors than most. She is a member 
of Community Board 4, the New-
town Civic Association and COM-
ET, the Communities of Maspeth 
and Elmhurst Together, the group 
that started the protests against 
the shelter.

“I’m dismayed how some of 
the media has portrayed us as 
racist and anti-homeless,” she 
said. “We don’t even know them, 
so how can we hate them? We are 
against the mayor and the city for 
the way they went about setting 
up the homeless shelter with no 
dialogue with the community.”

Chu believes the half dozen 
civic associations that rushed to 
the Pan American Hotel to pro-
test June 6 were unorganized.

 “If you listened to our speak-
ers, the focus was always on the 
city, but we may have strayed 
from our message that this par-
ticular facility is no place for a 
families.” 

The Pan American, now 
Continued on Page 54Continued on Page 54
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NIGHT OUT AGAINST CRIME

Police Commissioner William Bratton speaks at the 103rd Precinct’s National Night Out Against Crime event at Rufus 
King Park. See next week’s paper for more coverage of precincts across Queens. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Sikhs blame hit-run on hate
Leaders rally on Ozone Park block, where turbaned man was dragged by truck

PanAm fi ght
not about race,
organizer says
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BY JUAN SOTO
 
Cyber security expert 

Bernadette Semple was 
thrown off the ballot in the 
September Demo-
cratic primary to 
unseat indicted 
state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis).

“I am very 
disappointed,” she 
said. “People in the district 
I grew up in deserve to have 
choices, and in this case 
they don’t have them.” 

Semple  will decide 
whether to fight the Queens 
Supreme Court ruling in 
federal court.

A day before the court 
battle, she said in an in-
terview that having her 

petitions challenged is 
“not what I believe ... as 
an American and a Demo-
crat.”

On the campaign trail, 
Semple said she 
enjoys “meeting 
so many diverse 
people” while 
“bringing the 
community to-
gether to learn 

about each other.”
The Queens Democrat-

ic Party had tried to get the 
U.S. Navy veteran off the 
ballot by challenging her 
nominating petitions sig-
natures. But the city Board 
of Elections ruled to keep 
her name on the ballot for 
the Sept. 9 Democratic pri-
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BY BILL PARRY

When the developers 
of Astoria Cove went before 
the City Planning Commis-
sion Wednesday, they pre-
sented modified plans for 
the giant 1,723-unit apart-
ment complex they hope to 
build on Hallets Cove, but 
they did not budge on the 
number of units of afford-
able housing they are plan-
ning.

Both the borough 
president and Community 
Board 1 refused to support 
the plan during the Uni-
form Land Use Review Pro-
cedure, citing the lack of 
units they deem necessary.  
The investor team, 2030 
Astoria Developers LLC, 
which includes Alma Re-
alty, is holding to its plans 
for 345 units of affordable 
housing, 20 percent of the 
project’s total.

Of the 22 speakers who 
testified at the packed hear-
ing, half of them raised 
concerns about the plan, in-
cluding Maritza Silva-Far-
rell from Align and Real 
Affordability, who called 
for the number of units to 
be boosted to 50 percent,

Jaron Benjamin, the 
executive director of the 
Metropolitan Council on 
Housing, said, “With near-
ly half of all city residents 
today living near the pov-
erty line, anything less 
than 50 percent real afford-
ability in new housing will 
fail to address the scope 
and severity of the growing 
inequality crisis. If Astoria 
Cove becomes just another 

glitzy playground for the 
wealthy elite, it will be a 
huge step backward, the op-
posite of progress.”

Instead of raising the 
number of affordable units, 
2030 Astoria Developers 
LLC emphasized its plan 
for more transit infrastruc-
ture. The attorney for the 
group, the project’s coun-
sel, Howard Weiss, talked of 
building a new ferry termi-
nal should the city decide 
to extend ferry service to 
Hallets Cove. He added that 
Astoria Cove would run 
shuttle buses to area sub-
way stations and the group 
is in discussions with the 
Transit Authority about in-
creased bus service.

The shift in focus ap-
parently came after Bor-
ough President Melinda 
Katz recommended disap-
proval of the Astoria Cove 
ULURP applications July 

29. In her recommenda-
tions, Katz indicated that 
she was concerned about the 
strain the project would put 
on Astoria’s transit links 
when she wrote, “Mass 
transit service for this area 
is already overburdened. 
Area residents report that 
the nearest subway station 
is operating above capac-
ity. It is also reported by 
area residents that the ex-
isting bus service does not 
run frequently enough to 
meet the current transport 
needs.”

Other speakers at 
Wednesday’s hearing in-
cluded several members of 
the labor advocacy group 
Build Up NYC who warned 
about unsafe conditions 
due to hazardous materials 
on the long-used industrial 
site. 

“Alma’s own environ-
mental study reveals the 

need to thoroughly inves-
tigate for a variety of toxic 
materials including asbes-
tos, lead and PCBs,” John 
Tritt said. “This is particu-
larly important since the 
project is in a flood zone 
and a school is being part of 
the development.”

Weiss promised to 
work with the commission 
on all their requests.

“Astoria Cove would 
be the crown jewel in the 
reclamation of the Queens 
waterfront,” he said. “It 
bears emphasis that the 
recommendations that 
you’ve received from the 
community board and the 
borough president do not 
object to the essential ele-
ments of this project.”

While CB 1 and the 
borough president’s find-
ings are advisory and non-

The developers are hoping that new public spaces on a waterfront esplanade and other amenities 
help sway Planning Commission approval. Courtesy Studio V

(Clockwise from top left) Leroy Comrie, Munir Avery, Malcolm 
Smith and Bernadette Semple were the original four candidates 
on the ballot for state Senate.

Astoria Cove’s next step
Developers hope to rebound after big thumbs down from BP Katz

Semple booted from 
race for Smith’s seat

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 49
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BY JUAN SOTO

Hip-hop mogul Rus-
sell Simmons and artist 
LL Cool J again walked the 
southeast Queens streets 
they were raised in.

They were together on 
the newly renovated bas-
ketball court of the Baisley 
Park Houses in South Ja-
maica to launch a national 
campaign to help curb 
crime.

Simmons, Hollis-born 
founder of the prepaid debit 
card company RushCard, 
donated approximately 
$100,000 to Queens’ LIFE 
Camp, a nonprofit that in-
tervenes to end fights and 
encourages people to avoid 
violence. RushCard pro-
vides grants to neighbor-
hood organizations.

“We are here to lobby 
for peace,” said Erica Ford, 
LIFE Camp founder, during 
a rally at the eight-building 

complex.
Wearing an orange T-

shirt that read: “I am pres-
ent for peace,” Simmons, 
56, said that efforts made 
by LIFE Camp to end youth 
violence work.

“She [Erica Ford] 
saves lives on a regular ba-
sis,” said the founder of the 
Def Jam music label, bull-
horn in hand and speak-
ing underneath one of the 
new basketball hoops at the 
Baisley Park Houses.

Rapper and actor LL 
Cool J said the visit to 
Baisley Park Houses, with 
a population of more than 
1,000 residents, “helped 
me reconnect with family, 
friends and the place I come 
from.”

More than 100 people 
attended the rally.

The artist, who grew 
up in nearby St. Albans, 
encouraged young men to 
stay away from violence 

and believe in themselves.
“If I could do what I 

have done in my life,” the 
actor said, “anybody can do 
it because I am no different 
from you.”

Before arriving at the 
Baisley Park Houses, Sim-

mons and LL Cool J met 
with a group of young peo-
ple at Rikers Island and en-
couraged them to get back 
to society and become im-
portant members of their 
communities.

With the goal of mak-

ing southeast Queens safer, 
LIFE Camp will partner 
with the Peace Keepers, an 
Ohio-based organization 
that groups together people 
to patrol the neighborhoods 
they live in to curb vio-
lence in the area. Although 

crime is down, gang-relat-
ed violence is a big problem 
in some southeast Queens 
neighborhoods.

“I hope a lot of young 
men join the Peace Keep-
ers,” Simmons said.

Dennis Muhammed, 
founder of the Peace Keep-
ers, was also at the Baisley 
Park Houses with Simmons 
and LL Cool J.

“This is now ground 
zero,” he said. “This is the 
fist place where there will 
be no violence,” he added.

The idea is to train 
around 100 men to “patrol 
and protect the communi-
ty.” He said the program “is 
phenomenal and it works. 
We are here to promote 
peace.”

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone 718-
260-4564.

Russell Simmons speaks at a rally to launch an anti-violence initiative in the Baisley Park Houses in 
South Jamaica. Photo by Ken Maldonado

LL Cool J and Russell Simmons come back to their roots
Rapper and hip-hop mogul return to Jamaica to encourage young adults to stay away from violence
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

The police chokehold 
that took the life of a Stat-
en Island man suspected 
of illegally selling loose 
cigarettes last month has 
gripped Queens’ leaders.

Following the medical 
examiner’s classification 
of Eric Garner’s death as 
a homicide caused by the 
chokehold, a maneuver 
forbidden by the NYPD, 
several elected officials in 
the borough called for the 
city to examine its policing 
policies and the NYPD’s 
relationship with minority 
communities.

City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-Jamaica) said 
he thought federal pros-
ecutors should be brought 
in to investigate allega-
tions of police misconduct 
to ensure those deciding 
whether charges should 
be brought against police 
are approaching it without 
bias.

“I do not believe offi-
cers get dressed and go to 
work with the intent to take 
someone’s life, but our com-
munity has been inundated 
with officers, who some-
times have a racist tilt ... 
too often the result of this 
is death or assault or an 
abuse of power,” Wills said, 
noting that communities of 
color see more deadly and 
damaging clashes with po-
lice.

Garner’s death was 
thrust into the city’s spot-
light after a man video 
taped officers stopping him 
near the Staten Island Fer-
ry terminal July 17 on sus-
picion of selling untaxed 
cigarettes. The tape showed 
an officer throwing his 
arm around Garner’s neck 
and throwing Garner to 
the ground with assistance 
from his colleagues.

Garner is heard say-
ing he cannot breath as po-
lice and paramedics stand 
around him.

The medical exam-
iner’s office announced 
last Friday that his death 
was classified as a homi-
cide caused by compres-

sion of neck and chest and 
the prone positioning of 
his body during police re-
straint.

His asthma, obesity 

and cardiovascular disease 
were listed as contributing 
factors, officials said.

The Staten Island dis-
trict attorney’s office is 
investigating the incident 
and whether any charges 
should be brought against 
police officers.

Meanwhile, the police 
and sergeants benevolent 
associations defended the 
officer, saying he was not 
using the chokehold, but 
struggling with a man re-
sisting arrest. The unions 
blamed policy changes 
restricting the use of stop-
and-frisk for more people 
resisting arrest.

Wills said he believed 
Garner’s death shows why 
it makes sense for the city 
to equip officers with body 
cameras to record their in-
teractions with the public.

Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans) and 
Leroy Comrie, a special 
assistant to the borough 
president, said the incident 

called for a close examina-
tion of police policies and 
communication between 
precincts and their com-
mands.

“It was a terrible injus-
tice and I would hope that 
all sides work to ensure that 
this never happens again,” 
Comrie said. “There is no 
one answer. We all have to 
work together.”

And Rory Lancman 
(D-Fresh Meadows), a mem-
ber of the Council’s Public 
Safety Committee, said it 
planned to have a compre-
hensive hearing on Gar-
ner’s death, touching on 
NYPD training pertaining 
to restraining those resist-
ing arrest; officer discre-
tion in low-level, quality of 
life arrests; adding body 
cameras’ to police uni-
forms; and other issues.

“The tragedy is spark-
ing a legislative inquiry 
into every aspect of polic-
ing,” Lancman said.

BY BILL PARRY

It took nearly seven 
months of protest rallies, 
marches and sit-ins but air-
port workers at LaGuardia 
and JFK airports finally 
have the promise of in-
creased wages.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
announced last Thursday 
that contractor and sub-
contractor workers mak-
ing less than $9 an hour or 
less will see an immediate 
$1-an-hour increase and 
all workers will receive a 
raise to $10.10 an hour Feb. 
1, 2015, if they are making 
less than that.

Starting in 2016, the 
wage level will rise each 
year by the annual percent-
age increase in the Con-

sumer Price Index.
“Nearly 50 million visi-

tors to New York depend on 
the airport workers at JFK 
and LaGuardia, and their 
wages should be reflective 
of this responsibility,” Cuo-
mo said. “By increasing the 
pay of thousands of hard-
working airport employees, 
we are rewarding them for 
job performance, creating a 
more stable workforce and 
ultimately ensuring a bet-
ter experience for all.”

The movement for fair 
wages and benefits kicked 
into high gear Jan. 20 when 
nearly a thousand secu-
rity workers, sky caps and 
cleaners rallied on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day.

Dozens of protesters 
were arrested along with 

clergy and union lead-
ers after a civil disobedi-
ence closed the 94th Street 
Bridge into LaGuardia Air-
port. Among those arrested 
were U.S. Rep. Charles Ran-
gle (D-Manhattan) and City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside).

Pressure from Mayor 
Bill de Blasio and Gov. An-
drew Cuomo led Port Au-
thority Executive Director 
Patrick Foye to pen a letter 
two weeks later to the CEOs 
of four major airlines that 
use the airports demand-
ing the wage increase.

“The non-trade labor 
contract force plays a criti-
cal role in the safety and 
security of our airports,” 
Foye said. “These tens of 

BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
Borough President Me-

linda Katz has rejected the 
appeal of six members of 
the Queens Library trust-
ees to get their posts back 
after she dismissed them 
for standing by embattled 
President Thomas Galante.

The deposed trustees 
filed a lawsuit against Katz 
in Brooklyn federal court 
last week for what they de-
scribed as “a brazen, and 
unconstitutional, power 
grab by the Queens bor-
ough president, with the 
aid of the state Legislature, 
to transform the Queens 
Borough Public Library 
from an independent, pri-
vate, nonprofit corporation 
into an organ of city gov-

ernment controlled by the 
Queens borough president 
and mayor.”

They also appealed 
their removal directly to 
Katz after she and Mayor 
Bill de Blasio used powers 

granted to them by a new 
state law to fire eight trust-
ees July 23.

Katz rejected their ap-
peals Tuesday.

“The unfortunate 

Leroy Comrie, special assistant to the borough president, says 
Eric Garner’s death underscores the need for improved communi-
cation between precincts and their commands.

Six members of the Queens Library board of trustees are suing 
Borough President Melinda Katz (r.) after she removed them for 
failing to depose library President Thomas Galante (l.).

Boro leaders weigh in on NYPD chokehold
Elected offi cials say death of Staten Island’s Eric Garner shows need to review some police tactics

Airport workers win wage war
with airlines at JFK & LGA

Fired library trustees take 
Katz to court on dismissals

Continued on Page 40 Continued on Page 54
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

State Assemblyman 
Michael Miller (D-Wood-
haven) says his plan for the 
abandoned Rockaway Beach 
LIRR spur would please com-
muters, park proponents 
and wary homeowners, but 
the compromise seems on 
track to create some contro-
versy of its own.

Miller proposed us-
ing a few blocks of the spur 
near the end of the A train 
in Ozone Park to connect 
subway riders with the At-
lantic Avenue Long Island 
Rail Road line. Linking the 
tracks would bring passen-
gers to Atlantic Terminal 
in downtown Brooklyn, 
which connects to several 
subway lines and would of-
fer riders a quicker route o 
Manhattan than riding the 
entirely of the A train, ac-
cording to Miller.

The rest of the rough-
ly 3.5-mile spur, running 
from Rego Park to Howard 
Beach, would remain un-
touched south of Myrtle Av-
enue. Miller said residents 
in southern Queens have 
balked  at the idea of trains 
barrelling through their 
yards or passers-by using it 
as a trail.

North of Myrtle Ave-
nue, he said neighbors have 
clamored for transforming 
the tracks into a High Line-
inspired park, so a path 
would be fitting.

“There’s something 
that should be appealing to 

everyone involved,” Miller 
said. “South of Myrtle Av-
enue, they want to see noth-
ing .... Forest Hills and Kew 
Gardens, those are people 
that really want a parkway, 
a walkway.”

Most elected officials 
have not waded into the 
foray.

The Friends of the 
QueensWay group wants 
to transform the rail bed, 
which has not carried 
trains since 1962, into 
parkland and expects to 
have feasibility studies and 
pitches out this fall.

The Queens Public 
Transit Committee is call-
ing for the tracks to be re-
vived so Rockaway commut-
ers’ ride into Manhattan is 
halved. Queens College is 
also leading a study into 
the best use of the spur.

Indeed, Miller’s plan 
drew criticism from nearly 
every corner.

Friends of the Queen-
sWay said they viewed the 
compromise as a start, but 
would like to see it come 
with additional phases to 
eventually connect south-
ern and northern Queens 
by rail or subway.

The Friends of the 
QueensWay said cost will 
prohibit the rail bed from 
moving trains and that the 
park plan “is the best and 
only way to maximize the 
quality of life and economic 
development benefits that 

BY JUAN SOTO

A Jamaica nonprofit with ties 
to state Sen. Malcolm Smith (D-
Hollis) was sued by five former em-
ployees for not paying their wages 
for almost a year.

According to the complaint 
filed Monday in Manhattan Su-
preme Court, the Jamaica Business 
Resource Center “failed to pay mon-
ies owed” to the former workers to-
taling $250,000.

In 2010, the nonprofit received 
a $275,000 grant from state Sen. 
Malcolm Smith’s (D-Hollis) office. 
The elected official doled out a to-
tal of $1.8 million to nonprofits in 
Queens that year.

The workers at Jamaica Busi-
ness Resource Center suing for un-
paid wages held positions within 
the nonprofit as a senior business 
adviser, custodian, executive assis-
tant, office manager and vice presi-
dent for capital access.

The lawsuit charges that the 
workers got their last paycheck in 
August 2013 for the pay period of Oc-
tober 2012. In September 2013, the five 
employees were fired.

The complaint says that the for-
mer workers “are entitled to a full re-
covery of the money they are owed ... 
as well as interest.”

While allegedly stiffing the 

workers of their paychecks, the law-
suit says, the nonprofit threw “elabo-
rate galas for the defendants’ friends. 
These galas cost several hundred 
thousand dollars, but allowed the de-
fendants to use the money they owed 
the employees to maintain their per-
sonal reputations with their commu-

nity.”
Jamaica Business Resource 

Center became operational in 1995 
through then-President Bill Clinton’s 
One Stop Capital Shop small business 
program.

According to the group, the 
nonprofit provided technical and fi-
nancial assistance to more than 750 
businesses. The nonprofit’s website 
says it “secured over $585 million in 
financing and procurement opportu-
nities for small, minority and women-
owned business.”

The nonprofit also said it provid-
ed “high level training to over 6,500 
entrepreneurs in the fundamental 
business of management.”

One of the former employees was 
hired at the nonprofit as far back as 
1997and the most recent in 2006.

For its 15th anniversary in June 
2011, the organization hosted a “ma-
jor New York celebration” at the Ritz 
Carlton Hotel in Battery Park, ac-
cording to a press release issued at 
the time. The event   honored then 
City Comptroller John Liu, state Sen. 
Ruth Hassell-Thompson and Cheryl 
McKissack, whose engineering firm 
was involved with the Atlantic Yards 
project, in Brooklyn among others.

That same year the nonprofit’s 
president, Timothy Marshall, trav-

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Tens of thousands of 
shoppers streamed through 
downtown Jamaica Satur-
day afternoon to take in the 
18th annual JAMS festival.

Organizers expected 
more than 185,000 people 
would attend the two-day 
affair, which flaunts south-
east Queens’ music, food, 
fashion and arts.

A concert in Rufus 
King Park kicked off the 
festivities Friday evening 
and music continued into 
the next day from a stage 
set up in the middle of Ja-
maica Avenue.

A diverse array of mu-
sicians took to the stage 
throughout the afternoon, 

including reggae duo Shaf-
fick and singer Stephanie 
Courtney. The crowd also 
danced along to a zumba 
class and were treated to 
a demonstration by the 
Seido Karate School, which 
practices at the Jamaica 
YMCA.

There were also ac-
tivities for families as 
the NYPD set up a climb-
ing wall for children and 
clowns blowing up animal 
balloons littered the street.

The festival closed 
down 10 blocks of Jamaica 
Avenue for a street fair, 
which capped off the event 
Saturday.

More than 400 vendors 
lined the street from Par-
sons Boulevard to 170th 

Street, selling sunglasses, 
clothes and trinkets. A 
farmer’s market took up 
one of the blocks off the 
main strip of vendors with 

fresh produce for sale.
“There are a lot of great 

sales. You can save a lot of 
money,” said Jamaica resi-
dent Arnice Faines, who 
wanders through the festi-
val every year in search of 
deals to fill her shopping 
basket. Faines said what 
she really comes for is the 
funnel cake.

F e s t i v a l - g o e r s 
munched their way down 
Jamaica Avenue, where 
they could taste a long list 
of carnival foods, including 
deep fried Oreos, corn dogs, 
gyros, arepas and cotton 
candy.

“Smelling all the food 
is great,” said Michelle Tay-

Lawmakers urge the federal government to fund a study into the 
feasibility of reviving the Rockaway Beach LIRR spur.

State Sen. Malcolm Smith provided a 
$275,000 grant to the Jamaica nonprofit in 
2010. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Craig Crawford entertains the 
crowd with his saxophone on 
Jamaica Avenue Saturday. 

Photo by Nat Valentine

Assemblyman pitches
new Queensway plan

Jamaica Biz Center sued
Lawsuit says nonprofi t did not pay fi ve workers salaries totaling $250K

Shoppers swarm Jamaica for JAMS
Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 54
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BY JUAN SOTO

A Brooklyn teenager 
was arrested in connection 
with the shooting death of 
14-year-old D’aja Robinson, 
who was killed in South 
Jamaica while riding a Q6 
bus in May 2013.

This was the second 
arrest made in a case that 
spurred reactions from 
throughout the city, police 
and the Queens district at-
torney said.

Two and a half weeks 
after the shooting, the first 
suspect, Kevin McClinton,  
was  arrested in South Car-
olina.

Authorities said 
Shamel Capers, 16, the sec-
ond suspect, surrendered 
to police July 30 and has 
been charged with second-
degree murder, reckless en-
dangerment and criminal 
possession of a weapon.

Richard Brown, the 
Queens district attorney, 
said the suspect was being 
held without bail and was 
due back in Queens Crimi-
nal Court Aug. 13. If con-
victed, Capers faces up to 
15 years to life in prison.

D’aja was killed May 
18, 2013, a little after board-
ing a Q6 bus after attending 

a friend’s Sweet 16 birthday 
party.

According to the crim-
inal complaint, on the day 
of the crime Capers walked 
to the bus stop opposite 125-
60 Sutphin Blvd., in South 
Jamaica, and allegedly 
fired several shots into the 
vehicle, aiming at another 
person.

A stray bullet pierced 
the bus window and hit 
D’aja in the head. She died a 
short time later at Jamaica 
Hospital, authorities said.

“By their alleged ac-
tions, these two defendants 
showed a wanton disregard 
for human life and now face 
up to life in prison,” Brown 
said.

After Capers fired the 
rounds, Brown said, Kevin 
McClinton, 22, allegedly 
took the gun from Capers 
and continued firing into 
the bus. Police recovered 
nine .40-caliber shell cas-
ings at the scene of the 
crime.

McClinton, who is be-
ing held without bail, is due 
back in court on Sept. 22.

D’aja boarded the bus 
and was returning home 
with several friends after 
attending a party on Rock-
away Boulevard. She lived 

nearly a mile away from 
the place of the shooting.

An only child, she was 
a student at Campus Mag-
net High school, located in 
Cambria Heights.

Days after the killing, 
the 113th Precinct Com-
munity Council put out a 
$22,000 bounty on the sus-
pects wanted for the mur-
der of D’aja.

Then Police Commis-
sioner Ray Kelly said the 
14-year-old girl was not 
the intended target of the 
shooting.

Then City Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan) and Coun-
cilman Ruben Wills (D-
Jamaica) went to the scene 
of the crime for a vigil, 
alongside family members, 
including D’aja’s mother.

Weeks after D’aja Rob-
inson was killed, Borough 
President Helen Marshall 
allocated $50,000 from her 
office to hold a gun buy-
back to honor the teen’s 
memory.

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Police investigate the crime scene after the May 2013 bus shooting that left 14-year-old D’aja Robinson 
dead.

Second suspect busted 
in D’aja killing on bus

As Wyckoff Heights Med-
ical Center enters its 125th 
year, the annual Health and 
Wellness Fair signals the 
beginning of a yearlong cel-
ebration.  The Health fair, 
which is held every summer, 
promotes good health and 
provides free screenings to 
all who want them.  Screen-
ings for high Blood Pressure 
and Diabetes are among 
some of the FREE tests that 
will be offered.  Always well 
attended, the health fair is 
a huge and welcome attrac-
tion to area residents.  The 
fair features a Children’s 
Corner which pairs various 
enjoyable creative arts with 
pediatric health screenings 
to not only educate but also 
facilitate positive coping 
strategies for children and 
their families during medi-
cal visits.

Wyckoff Hospital is a 
community hospital that sits 

directly on the borders of 
Brooklyn and Queens.  The 
hospital continues to expand 
throughout the community 

and has recently added a new 
Pediatric Health Center that 
is enjoying a rapid increase 
in visits due, in large part, 
to the outstanding staff and 
excellent service provided 
there.  In addition to the new 
Pediatric Center, the hospi-
tal has just opened (August 
11th, 2014) a new Oncology 
Care Center.  In an area 
where residents frequently 

learn of existing conditions 
only when they present to 
an Emergency Room with 
advanced cancer or pain, the 
Center provides the support, 
education and dignified care 
this community sorely needs 
and deserves.

Founded in 1889, and 
located on the borders of 
northern Brooklyn and west-
ern Queens, Wyckoff Heights 
Medical Center serves a di-
verse residential neighbor-
hood.  An acute care teaching 
hospital, Wyckoff has a staff 
of over 1500 Doctors, Nurses 
and support staff.  The hospi-
tal continues to make strides 
within the community bring-
ing much needed services 
and facilities that are readily 
available to all.   

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Wyckoff Hospital’s Annual Health 
& Wellness Fair - August 16, 2014

Discover community banking 
at QsideFCU.org.

AND SO WILL 
YOUR POCKETS 
�s a community credit union� �e�re ab�e to return our �ro�ts to our  
account 	o�ders� so you get better rates� 	ig	er returns and more bene�ts.  

t�s mutua��y bene�cia� banking at its best. 
� Online Banking 
� Home Loans                   
� Personal Loans             
� Vehicle Loans  

� Savings Accounts
� Free Checking
�  30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs  
� Low-Rate Credit Cards                      

Fedderally Insured by NCUA

OUR COMMUNITY 
TIES RUN DEEP…
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

*  Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases of Hunter Douglas window fashions with the PowerRise® or PowerGlide® motorized system made 6/14/14 – 9/15/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the 
form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional 
limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. **Additional equipment is required for app operation; ask for details. ©2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of their respective owners.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service 
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

Swipe, tap, enjoy. 
You just brightened your outlook.
Hunter Douglas motorized window fashions can be operated by our remote control, 
wireless wall switch or Platinum™ App on your Apple® mobile device.** Ask for details.
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*   360 monthly payments of $4.63 per $1,000 borrowed. This APR (Annual Percentage 
Rate) and monthly payment term apply when you are financing up to 80% of the 
purchase price with 2 points. If you are financing more than 80%, the APR and monthly 
payment term will be higher due to PMI (Private Mortgage Insurance). Rates in effect as 
of 08/05/2014. Rates and terms may change without notice. MCU finances 1-4 family 
homes, Condos and Co-Ops located in New York and New Jersey. Loans and interest 
rates are subject to credit approval. FNMA limits apply. Membership is required. 

**  Available to well qualified members applying for eligible transaction types. Closing 
costs paid by Municipal Credit Union (“MCU”) will be applied to MCU’s application 
fee, commitment fee and attorney fee. (The application fee is collected at 
application and will be rebated if and when loan closes.) For further details, 
call us today at 212-238-3521.

Apply for an MCU Mortgage today!

212-238-3521 | nymcu.org/mortgages

Home
Sweet Home

J U S T  G O T  A  L I T T L E  S W E E T E R

3 0  Y E A R  F I X E D  R AT E

3.955%3.750%
APR*Rate

Save up to $1,500 on closing fees**

ST. ALBANS — Police ar-
rested two people in connec-
tion with illegal dogfighting 
activity and rescued 20 “emaci-
ated and scarred pitbulls” in a 
St. Albans home.

Authorities said the newly 
formed NYPD Animal Cruelty 
Investigation Squad executed 
a warrant, at 117-30 196th St., 
July 31 and found the dogs in 
individual cages.

The dogs were taken to the 
American Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals 
for treatment.

Police identified the sus-
pects as Addision Holder, 44, 
and Keisha Hall, 33.

Both were charged with animal cruelty and animal fighting, the NYPD said.

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Police rescue a pitbull after investigating dog fighting at 
117-30 196th Street. Police arrested 44-year old Addison 
Holder and 33-year-old Keisha Hall and charged them 
with animal cruelty among other charges, the NYPD said. 

Photo courtesy NYPD

Man wanted in E train flashing incident: NYPD
JAMAICA — Police were seeking help lo-

cating a man wanted in an alleged flashing inci-
dent in the Jamaica/Van Wyck Express E train 
station July 29, the NYPD said.

The Police Department said a commuter 
noticed a man sitting in the station with his 
genitals exposed as the E train approached the 
Jamaica/Van Wyck Express stop at about 10:30 
a.m.

Once the train stop, the woman told police 
the man ran off.

Police described the suspect as 5-foot-9, 
35-to-40-year-old black man. He was wearing a 
black hat and white spotted button-down top, ac-
cording to the NYPD.

Anyone with information in regards to this 
incident is asked to call Crime stoppers at 1-800-

Two arrested over dogfighting: Police

Bronx man dies in Belt Parkway accident: Cops

Police were looking for this man who 
allegedly flashed a passenger on the 
E train. 

Photos courtesy NYPD

QUEENS VILLAGE — A 62-year-old Bronx man was killed Tuesday night when 
he was struck by a car in the Belt Parkway as he was trying to cross it in the vicinity 
of 150th Street, police said.

The driver of the car, a Nissan Maxima, who remained at the scene, was himself 
struck by the driver of a 2002 Isuzu Rodeo, according to authorities.

Both drivers sustained minor injuries.
Police said the operator of the Nissan Maxima was arrested and charged with ag-

gravated unlicensed operator for not having a motor vehicle license.
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Fresh Meadows’ leg-
islators envision 
Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s running 
mate finding green 
pastures in their 
eastern Queens 
district.

With the Democratic 
primary approaching, City 
Councilman Rory Lancman 
( D - F r e s h 
Meadows) 
and state 
A s s embly 
m e m b e r s 
M i c h a e l 
Si ma now-
itz (D-
F lushi ng) 
and Nily 
Rozic (D-
F lushi ng) 
dined with 
C u o m o ’ s 
l ieutena nt 
g o v e r n o r 
pick, Kathy 
Hochul, in a Main Street 
cafe and introduced her to 
passers-by last week.

The candidate touted 
her support of a tax credit 
for those who donate to 
schools — including paro-
chial schools — and alle-
giance to Israel while the 
Jewish enclave prepared 
for its sabbath.

The lawmakers intro-
duced Hochul, a former 
congresswoman, as the 
next lieutenant governor 
with an air of confidence. 
They touted her experience 
in Congress, described her 
as an independent woman 
and fielded inquires on the 
fallout of Cuomo’s reported 
tampering with an ethics 
panel.

But when foot traffic 
and handshaking slowed, 
they also cautioned the dis-
trict had gone Republican 
in national elections.

“They vote Democratic 
locally, but this is a commu-
nity that voted very  heavily 
for Romney,” Lancman told 
Hochul as he guided her in 
and out of flower, candy and 
clothing shops and pointed 
out the first kosher store on 
the block: Brach’s Glatt.

Hochul jokingly re-
ferred to herself as a walk-
ing chamber of commerce 

as reporters 
watched her greet 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s 
and managers.

She repeat-
edly mentioned 

her campaigning across 
the state, despite early me-
dia reports suggesting she 
may be refraining from the 

l i m e l i g h t 
because of 
c o n s e r v a -
tive moves 
made while 
she was in 
C o n g r e s s 
and work-
ing as a 
c o u n t y 
clerk.

Hochul 
opposed for-
mer Gov. El-
iot Spitzer’s 
bid to give 
d r i v e r ’ s 

licenses to illegal immi-
grants while a county clerk 
and garnered top ratings 
from gun advocates while 
serving as Buffalo’s con-
gresswoman.

The candidate said 
many in Queens had asked 
where she stood on the 
Dream Act, which would 
allow undocumented youth 
who graduate from high 
schools in New York to ap-
ply for financial aid for col-
lege.

“I support it 1,000 
percent, as does the gover-
nor,” Hochul said. “Every 
child in this country, who 
comes here or is born here 
or whatever their circum-
stance is, they have to have 
the same shot at the Ameri-
can Dream. The affordabil-
ity of education is that bar-
rier and we’ve got to break 
down that barrier.”

She was less clear  
when asked about the avail-
ability of municipal ID 
cards regardless of a citi-
zen’s immigration status.

“I’m very respectful of 
the separation of offices,” 
she said, declining to elabo-

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Three Queens institu-
tions were among a slew of 
city public schools named 
as the most persistently 
dangerous schools in New 
York, according to the state 
Education Department.

The state agency re-
leased its findings last 
week that pinpointed the 
schools across New York 
that had the highest num-
ber of violent incidents 
reported over the last two 
years. Of the 36 schools that 
were newly designated this 
year as dangerous, 31 were 
located within the five bor-
oughs — including PS 111 
in Long Island City, PS 811 
in Little Neck and PS 993 in 
Floral Park.

Brooklyn had the most 
number of new schools list-
ed with 10, followed by the 
Bronx with nine, Manhat-
tan with seven and two on 
Staten Island. The remain-
ing five schools were in 
other cities across the state, 
including two in Buffalo, 
two in Syracuse and one 
in the Greenburgh Eleven 
Union Free School District 
in Westchester County.

The agency also re-
leased a report of 11 schools 
that remained on the list 
of persistently dangerous 
schools for the second year 
in a row, which included 
seven in Brooklyn, two in 
the Bronx and two outside 
the city.

Marge Feinberg, a 
spokeswoman for the city 
Department of Education, 
said the agency puts the 
safety of students first and 
said that although crime in 
city schools has decreased 
over time, the city DOE is 
devoted to doing more to re-
duce these statistics.

“We have a steadfast 
commitment to provid-
ing a safe and supportive 
learning environment for 
all children in all of our 
schools, and every day we 
are working closely with 
teachers, administrators, 
law enforcement, parents 
and students to deliver on 

that commitment,” Fein-
berg said in a statement. 
“We know that different 
schools face different cir-
cumstances and challenges 
when it comes to safety and 
we consider each school’s 
unique needs as we develop 
solutions to ensure that all 
of our students feel safe.”

The state Education 
Department said in its re-
port that all schools named 
as persistently dangerous 
are required to submit an 

incident reduction plan to 
the agency that outlines 
the steps the school plans 
to take to try and reduce 
violence in the building.

Schools cannot be re-
moved from the list until a 
petition, submitted to the 
commissioner of education 
by the school superinten-
dent, is approved by the 
state Education Depart-
ment.

The school must also 
show through data that vio-

lent incidents within the 
building have decreased 
and pass a walkthrough 
from the state agency be-
fore being removed from 
the list of most dangerous 
schools, according to the 
state Education Depart-
ment’s website.

The department com-
piled a list of 23 schools 
that were recommended 
last week for removal from 
the group of most danger-
ous, and 17 of those were 
in New York City. Two 
Queens schools — MS 53 in 
Far Rockaway and JHS 8 
in Jamaica — were recom-
mended for removal after 
being designated as two 
of the state’s most danger-
ous schools in the previous 
year.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Kathy Hochul, Democratic can-
didate for lieutenant governor, 
visits Fresh Meadows. 

PS 811Q in Little Neck was one of three Queens schools named by the state Education Department as 
one of the most dangerous in the state. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Cuomo running mate
visits Fresh Meadows

‘Dangerous’ schools named
PS 111 in Long Island City lands on list of most violent in state

Continued on Page 54

Of the 36 schools that were newly 
designated this year as dangerous, 

three were located in Queens. 
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BY BILL PARRY

Change is coming to 
Broadway.

The city Department 
of Transportation started 
to alter the traffic patterns 
on a half-mile stretch of the 
dangerous Woodside road-
way beginning last week. 
The agency will also bring 
Arterial Slow Zones, with 
its 25-miles-per-hour speed 
limits to Roosevelt Avenue 
in September and Metro-
politan avenues in Decem-
ber..

“It is good to see DOT 
continue to make good on 
its pledge to get serious 
about improving street 
safety in Queens,” state 
Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) said. “For years it 
seemed our pleas for safer 
streets would fall on deaf 
ears, but Mayor de Blasio’s 
Vision Zero has brought re-
sults to the streets of west-
ern Queens.”

The improvements on 

Broadway, between North-
ern Boulevard and 65th 
Street, will include con-
verting three lanes into 
four with a center medium 
to calm and better organize 
traffic with wider parking 
lanes to facilitate safer bike 
travel.

Updated signaling at 
34th Avenue will improve 
pedestrian and vehicle safe-
ty and the DOT will also 
install left-turn bays along 
the stretch that will create 
simpler, safer left turns.

Broadway is consid-
ered to be a high-crash 
corridor, according to the 
DOT, where 238 injuries 
have occurred in the last 
five years, 10 of them se-
vere. There have been two 
deaths along the stretch 
since 2008, including the 
Sept. 28 hit-and-run death 
of 19-year-old Luis Bravo at 
58th Street and Broadway.

The traffic safety mea-
sures come after the DOT 
reduced the speed limit on 

Northern Boulevard to 25 
mph. The agency also made 
significant traffic design 
improvements at Northern 
Boulevard and 61st Street, 
where 8-year-old Noshat 
Nahian was struck and 
killed while crossing the 

Boulevard to get to class at 
PS 152 in December.

Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
pushed hard for the new 
traffic safety measures.

“The improvements 
we are introducing to 

Broadway in Woodside will 
improve safety for all mo-
torists, cyclists and pedes-
trians who use this popular 
stretch every single day,” 
he said. “No family should 
ever have to suffer the trag-
edy of losing a loved one to 
a traffic collision that could 
have been prevented. These 
safety enhancements will 
decrease incidents of speed-
ing and help prevent ve-
hicles from flouting traffic 
regulations that are meant 
to keep our neighborhoods 
safe.”

The new Arterial Slow 
Zones were announced by 
DOT Commissioner Polly 
Trottenberg Friday. They 
will bring improvements 
to a 5.8-mile stretch of 
Roosevelt Avenue between 
Queens Boulevard and 
154th Street and 5.6 miles 
of Metropolitan Avenue be-
tween Onderdonk Avenue 
and 132nd Street.

“Slow zones are a criti-
cal and widely endorsed el-

ement of Vision Zero,” Trot-
tenberg said. “We are glad 
to work closely with local 
communities in bringing 
these life-saving measures 
to corridors across the 
city.”

The speed limit at all 
Slow Zones will be low-
ered by 5 mph with new 
distinctive signs. The DOT 
will update signal timing 
to maintain mobility and 
prevent diversions to resi-
dential streets. The NYPD 
will increase enforcement 
of traffic laws in the zones.

“I applaud Mayor de 
Blasio for not only talking 
the talk, but walking the 
walk when it comes to in-
stituting his Vision Zero 
plan,” Gianaris said.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Vision Zero comes to Broadway in Woodside with a 25 mph speed 
limit. Photo by Bill Parry

Vision Zero work gets under way on Broadway
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Dental Implants
• Crowns/Bridges/Veneer • Root Canal                                                                                                    
• Extrac�ons • Cosme�c/Esthe�c Den�stry 
• Dentures • Braces                                                                      

Call us or visit us today
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Detectives were in-
vestigating the death of 
a 30-year-old man found 
stabbed to death on a street 
corner in Corona early Sun-
day, police said.

Responding officers 
discovered Woodside resi-
dent Fabian Carreno’s 
blood-soaked body with 
slash wounds to his face 
and neck at the corner of 
Northern Boulevard and 
97th Street at around 2:13 
a.m., according to the 
NYPD.

He was rushed to 
Elmhurst Hospital, where 
he was pronounced dead.

Police said a surveil-
lance camera outside a 
business caught the inci-
dent and that detectives 
were going through the 

footage to determine what 
happened.

No arrests had been 
made as of Wednesday af-
ternoon.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

A worker from a nearby shop cleans up a pool of blood at 
the corner where Fabian Carreno was stabbed to death. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado

Woodside resident slain 
on dark street in Corona

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 
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12 EDITORIAL

OTHER VOICES

REPUBLICAN REDUX
The Queens Republican Party is in disarray after the 

death of its chairman, Philip Ragusa, last month and the 
corruption indictment of its vice chairman, Vincent Tab-
one. The party has also been weakened by infighting as 
various factions vied for control in recent years.

The unfortunate byproduct of death, a criminal trial 
delayed and internal politics played out publicly last week 
when Board of Elections filings revealed the party had not 
been able to muster enough signatures to run a GOP can-
didate in the race for Sen. Tony Avella’s seat.

This northeast Queens contest is one of the most wide-
ly watched in New York, with former Comptroller John 
Liu pitted against the incumbent, but the Republicans will 
not have a horse in the derby.

Queens has had an influential role to play in elect-
ing Republicans in the borough and city. Staten Island is a 
predominantly GOP county, but Queens has a much larger 
population and a greater number of Republicans despite a 
5-1 ratio dominated by Democrats.

In recent years Queens elected Bob Turner to Con-
gress and Peter Koo (who later became a Democrat), Dan 
Halloran and Eric Ulrich to the City Council.

Halloran was convicted of bribery last week in federal 
court, another blow for the Queens GOP.

The party has been diminished by these develop-
ments, but it still has a vital contribution to make to the 
Queens political scene and the city.

Rudy Giuliani and Michael Bloomberg turned to 
Queens to give them the votes they needed to win election 
when they ran as Republicans. Former Borough President 
Claire Shulman forged a close relationship with Giuliani 
because he needed Queens and she needed his support to 
carry out her agenda for the borough.

The Queens GOP must rebuild and put out the fires 
that have sapped its strength and undercut its mission.

We need to hear the other side of the public debate on 
issues such as immigration and healthcare in a borough 
where the majority of elected officials are Democrats. 
Their differences are often found in nuances — footnotes 
to the party platform — rather than the lively dialogue 
that can be sparked by Republican contenders who have 
opposing views.

The Queens Republican Club bills itself as the oldest 
in the country and hosts guest speakers who bring mes-
sages not often heard in the borough. The organization 
reflects the GOP’s long history in this corner of the city, 
but now every effort should be made by prominent Queens 
Republicans at odds with one another to put back together 
the house Lincoln built in 1861.
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Keep basement apartments illegal
T

he legalization of 
basement apart-
ments is high on the 
agenda of Mayor Bill 

de Blasio. Civic organiza-
tions have spent the last 
decade working tirelessly 
to protect residential com-
munities from overdevelop-
ment through the process 
of rezoning.

After a long, hard 
struggle, most residential 
areas have finally been re-
zoned and, we assumed, are 
now protected from abusive 
overdevelopment. Some 
of the problems associ-
ated with overcrowding is 

the lack of infrastructure 
required for the existing 
population.

Adding more people 
to residential neighbor-
hoods will increase class 
sizes that are already over-
crowded, overloading our 
inadequate sewer systems 
— not to speak of parking. 
These are the most obvious 
problems, but safety must 
be a major consideration.

Basement apartments 
have always been illegal for 
good reasons. Many deaths 
have already occurred as 
a result of basement occu-
pancy. Windows are usual-

ly too high and small to use 
as a point of egress in an 
emergency. Basements gen-
erally have only one means 
of escape and, if it cannot 
be reached, the occupants 
are doomed in the event of 
fire or flooding.

These horrible liv-
ing quarters are usually 
damp and susceptible to 
the growth of unhealthy 
mold and a breeding area 
for bugs. Basements have 
been known to be a com-
mon place for the initiation 
of a fire, major gas or water 
leaks and sewer back-ups — 
not ideal for human habita-

tion.
The mayor and the City 

Council should remember 
that all civic organizations 
have been fighting the pas-
sage of this agenda item for 
good reason. They should 
also remember that civic 
members are also loyal 
members of the voting pop-
ulation for both the general 
elections as well as the all-
important primaries.

Joe Amoroso
Zoning Chairman

Kissena Park Civic 
Association

Kissena Park
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Briarwood needs a lot of work

I 
would like to respond to 
Barbara D’Ambrosio’s 
Aug. 1-7 letter “Do not 
look down on Briar-

wood,” in which she touts 
the “good things going on 
in Briarwood.”

First, Hoover Park is 
inaccessible because of the 
Kew Gardens-Van Wyck in-
terchange project construc-
tion boondoggle, and the 
playground sits adjacent to 
a trail of smog from the Van 
Wyck Expressway, posing 
severe health issues for the 
children as well as adults.

Second, there is only 
one supermarket chain, 
Key Food, with inflation-
ary pricing, Chiu’s Garden 
Chinese dining with a “C” 
sanitary code rating and 
limited banking needs now 
with the closure of Sterling 
Bank’s Briarwood office — 
no Citicorp, no Capitol One, 
no Bank of America.

Third, the Doe Fund 
for street collection of trash 
is only necessary here be-
cause the people and busi-
nesses are generally dirty 
and discard trash on the 
streets and household and 

business garbage in the 
city sanitation receptacles, 
causing trash overflow.

Fourth, we have a pe-
destrian “mall” managed 
by the city Parks Depart-
ment, which has benches 
without backs loitered by 
homeless drunks, and an 
unsafe situation with a 
dislodged concrete ball — 
part of its design as a “mall 
of balls” — with metallic 
posts jutting outward.

Fifth, we have a home-
less shelter which is a 
blight since it drives down 
property values for co-ops 
and private homeowners.

Sixth, Briarwood Ac-
tion Network’s organized 
park days involving plant-
ing will not replace the 
massive ecologic defores-
tation along the Van Wyck 
and Hoover Park due to the 
Kew Gardens interchange’s 
perennial construction.

Seventh, the Briar-
wood E and F subway sta-
tion has been detoured out 
of the way with commuters 
having to juggle dangerous 
vehicular traffic.

Eighth, there is rowdy 

loitering 24/7 outside a Bri-
arwood bodega with drug 
trafficking necessitating 
a recent police raid of the 
store recently.

Ninth, we have BAN 
field trips to Maple Grove 
Cemetery, technically part 
of Kew Gardens, to visit 
dead men’s bones! Gosh.

Tenth, we have Samar-
itan Village drug rehabili-
tation for social deviants, 
another one of its social 
welfare programs among 
its homeless shelter deals 
with the city in the Pam 
Am hotel in Elmhurst.

So, as the BAN publi-
cist says, “there are good 
things going in Briar-
wood.” My eyes are wide 
open, and the only positive 
institution I see here in Bri-
arwood is Archbishop Mol-
loy High School. The whole 
commercial strip is a social 
and environmental ghetto 
and should be banned.

Briarwood, here I 
come!

Joseph N. Manago
Briarwood

Cops must stop fi rework shooters

J
uly 4 evening in 
my neighborhood 
sounded like a war 
zone. The fireworks 

noise continued until 4 in 
the morning, shattering 
any hope of a restful night’s 
sleep. The fireworks used 
appeared to be of a profes-
sional quality, looking at 
the remains littered on the 
streets all over this area 
the next day.

When I called the 111th 
Precinct a few times July 4 
night over a period of sever-
al hours to complain, I was 
told not to tie up the line.

That response was un-
acceptable. The sergeant 
who answered the phone 
made me feel like the police 
did not want to do their job, 
that the 111th Precinct was 
some type of country club 
not to be disturbed.

I was also told at one 
point to call 911. Why 
should I call the emergency 
number when the precinct 
is a few blocks from my 
community? The people 
who were exploding these 
dangerous devices were 
breaking the law and the 
enforcement by the police 

at the precinct left much to 
be desired.

Our Police Depart-
ment needs to be more vigi-
lant in enforcing the law 
and more visible during 
July 4 night. They should 
be using the loud speakers 
they have in many patrol 
vehicles to inform people 
who are blowing up these 
bombs that their behavior 
is illegal and that they are 
subject to arrest.

I also wish the police 
would have more of a pres-
ence at Marie Curie Play-
ground by MS 158, at 46th 
Avenue and 46th Road at 
211th Street, at all times 
because of the drug prob-
lem. The children who play 
there must be protected 
from this scourge.

The Fire Department 
should have been out as well 
on July 4 night. Luckily, we 
had rain earlier in the day. 
Otherwise, I am sure that 
with the amount and inten-
sity of fireworks going off, 
fires would have started 
and destroyed homes and 
property leading to injury 
and death of innocent peo-
ple. Our pets also suffered 

during this blitzkrieg.
I understand from 

friends whom I have spoken 
to that this problem was 
experienced all over. I do 
not understand why people 
equate the celebration of 
our country’s birth with a 
need to explode dangerous 
devices all night long that 
could cause severe injury 
and damage. Let the pro-
fessionals put on fireworks 
displays in safe areas that 
conclude at a reasonable 
hour.

Our elected officials 
should take note of this 
problem. It is imperative 
that they see that the fire-
works laws are enforced 
and that solutions and 
strategies are established 
so we can all enjoy the July 
4 holiday without fear and 
trepidation.

The media should also 
pay more attention to this 
problem in their coverage 
and make this issue a Page 
1 headline story.

Mandingo Osceola Tshaka
Bayside

Avella provides for schools, parks

I 
have been a Queens 
resident for 35 years, 
and ever since state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 

became my senator, I have 
seen dramatic improve-
ments in our parks and 
school systems.

Avella has been able 
to allocate $1.5 million to 
schools for critically need-
ed renovations and $705,000 
to after-school programs. 
This allows every school in 

the district to receive extra 
funding and maintain an 
after-school program.

PS 26 used its funding 
to renovate a run-down au-
ditorium. Overall, Avella 
has allocated $1.5 million 
to parks in our district in 
Queens alone. To name a 
few, this includes $450,000 
to Little Bay Park, $275,000 
to Dermody Triangle Park 
and $450,000 to Glen Oaks 
Park.

On top of this, he 
fought tirelessly to obtain 
more parkland for Udalls 
Cove Park. Facts are facts: 
Avella has delivered for our 
community and is a strong 
advocate for issues affect-
ing animals.

This is why I will be 
voting for Avella in the up-
coming election.

Edita Birnkrant
Fresh Meadows

Diner tip-taker must be caught

I 
found it deplorable 
to read that a low-life 
thief stole tips at The 
Chipped Cup in Hamil-

ton Heights.
The thief was caught 

on tape reaching into the 
tip jar taking out cash and 
shoving it into his bag. 
These waiters and wait-

resses work hard for their 
money and these tips make 
up a larger part of their sal-
ary.

I know this too well, 
for my wife Eva had worked 
for 25 years for the Scobee 
Dinner in Little Neck and 
her tips made up a larger 
portion of her pay. My heart 

goes out to these hardwork-
ing people at The Chipped 
Cup and I hope they appre-
hend this thief who was 
caught on camera.

To the tip thief let me 
say shame on you.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corp. and may be republished in any format.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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O
n Aug. 5, 1953, As-
torian Airman 1st 
Class Raymond W. 
King received the 

Distinguished Flying Cross 
for meritorious service over 
North Korea.

As a flight engineer on 
a B-26 attack bomber, King 
took part in a reconnais-
sance mission in November 
the previous year, when 
he and the rest of his crew 
spotted a convoy making 
its way between Sariwon 
and Kaesong.

Thanks in large part 
to King’s deftness at the 
controls, he and his lead pi-

lot helped destroy 22 enemy 
vehicles.

●

Recently labeled the 
“Boulevard of Death” for 
good reason, historically 
Queens Boulevard was a 
nightmare for commuters.

Due to a truck driver’s 
strike, it was cordoned off 
and much-needed repav-
ing work was held up, all 
of which resulted in inordi-
nate vehicular traffic at the 
boulevard’s Forest Hills 
and Rego Park sections.

Bottlenecks also arose 
due to a suddenly shelved 
plan to demolish the Long 
Island Rail Road trestles 

at Winfield. Given that the 
boulevard serves as one of 
three main access roads to 
Manhattan and the only 
one linked with a free 
bridge, traffic tie-ups were 
inevitable.

●

In another part of 
Queens, residents could ex-
pect no relief from the odors 
from Newtown Creek.

Though the smells 
were more offensive than 
toxic in nature, city offi-
cials were nevertheless re-
luctant to remedy the prob-
lem. The reason for such 
reluctance was plain: Any 
action against industries 
in question would compel 
them to relocate.

The Long Island Star 
Journal, assuming an air 
of folksy rectitude, con-
cluded, “The city’s health 
authorities cannot con-
tinue to tell people there is 

no stench, for noses far less 
experienced than those of 
the health inspectors have 
been able to detect it, with-
out half trying.”

●

On Aug. 20, the Kinsey 
Report on Human Sexual-
ity was published — rather 
caustically, however, the 
local press headlined its re-
lease “The Kinsey Report: 
Bunk Plus Arrogance.”

A reporter made the 
rounds to interview men 
and women throughout 
Queens and found “more 
skepticism than interest” 
in the report. A majority of 
those interviewed thought 

that women were unable to 
provide honest answers.

A Douglaston woman 
noted, “The average wom-
an wouldn’t answer, and 
those that would probably 
wouldn’t tell the truth. I 
wouldn’t trust any girl to 
give accurate information 
about her sex life.”

Similarly, a doctor 
from Astoria, whose pa-
tients included many wom-
en, asserted that only a 
fraction of Kinsey’s female 
interviewees — in his esti-
mation 2 percent or 3 per-
cent — would actually be 
truthful.

A druggist from Jack-

son Heights waxed poetic, 
“A woman is a mysterious 
thing ... most women would 
say one thing and mean 
something else.”

A proprietor of a bil-
liard hall in Flushing put 
it bluntly when he said that 
women were not capable of 
giving an accurate account 
on anything.

On the other hand, a 
Maspeth woman approved 
of the study, stating that 
she would be happy to coop-
erate with it.

Another woman from 
Astoria shared this view, 
asserting “sex research is a 
much-needed thing.”

Sex certainly brings 
out the best and worst in 
people, doesn’t it?

For further informa-
tion, call 718-278-0700 or 
visit astorialic.org.

Kinsey sex report divides Queens residents in ’53

Two athletes carrying themselves professionally is refreshing

A
s readers know, my 
father was a devoted 
fan of the New York 
(baseball) Giants, 

and I became one early in 
life.

Since they abandoned 
my native town, I have paid 
less attention to baseball, 
but I continue to root — kind 
of — for the New York Mets 
and New York Yankees. I 
would like one of them to be 
world champions!

My interest in hockey 
is almost nil. That applies to 
soccer as well. Professional 
football leaves me cold and 
college football seems to 
be more professional every 
day. Basketball is some-
thing I can take or leave, 

although I find myself root-
ing for the Brooklyn Nets 
on occasion.

It would be great to 
have a championship team 
— in any sport — in our 
city once again.

In all of these sports, 
with the possible exception 
of baseball, injuries, espe-
cially head injuries, con-
cern me, primarily because 
so many players — regard-
less of their personal lives 
and even lives on the play-
ing field — are held up as 
icons by too many people.

Maybe more of them 
should speak out about con-
cussions so children can be 
helped. Maybe more should 
reduce the level of trash 
talk so kids can be helped.

But there are two icons 
I want to write about be-
cause, to me, they symbol-
ize not only what “sport” is 
all about, but what counts 
on the playing field and in 
their personal lives.

Mariano Rivera and 

Derek Jeter have played in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, but not for the Mets, 
of course. Thank heaven 
for the Subway Series. Ri-
vera retired last year in a 
blaze of glory, which indi-
cated the American public 
can still distinguish great-
ness from scam.

Jeter leaves this year. 
He will be sorely missed, 
indeed. There is something 
about him — and Rivera for 
that matter — which makes 
me wish I knew him.

But I do know them 
both through their playing 
years and their personal 
lives, which do not make up 
the gossip horrors we call 
magazines.

They have been a plea-
sure to watch, in sport and 
daily life. These, it seems to 
me, are the kinds of sports 
icons which we should be 
talking about with our 
children — not the foul-
mouthed, “look at me” ath-
letes who are so clearly in 
it for the money that any 

instances of humanity are 
suspect.

And there have been 
too many instances of bad 
— even criminal — behav-
ior by some “stars.” Yes, I 
believe in redemption, but 
not if it is used just to sign 
another multimillion-dol-
lar contract. The proof is in 
the actions.

Jeter is quiet but ar-
ticulate. Recently, he said 
this:

“I’ve tried to respect 
the game and everyone 

that’s involved in the game 
.... People respect you for 
how you played the game, 
for how you carried your-
self and that means a lot 
more to me than someone 
respecting me for one par-
ticular play or something 
like that.”

Yes, Rivera and Jeter 
have been paid well, but 
they have earned it, with 
their actions on and off the 
field, not with loud mouths. 
They seem to have joy in 
their playing days.

Wouldn’t it have been 
wonderful to have them 
on “our side” at Citi Field? 
They were there, of course, 
but only as visitors and ri-
vals.

I wish them well in 
their new lives. It has been 
an honor and a pleasure to 
know them, even from afar.

Read my blog No Holds 
Barred at timesledger.com.

COLUMNS

n

Kenneth 
Kowald 

n

Men and women were for an agaisnt 
the study, issued in August.

Our columnist thinks Derek Jeter and Mariano Rivera should have played for the Mets, whose home 
is Citi Field (above).
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8900 Van Wyck Expressway, Jamaica, NY 11418 • www.jamaicahospital.org

Free 
Newsletter 
Subscription

Fewer Pregnant Women in South 
East Queens Receive Pre-Natal Care 
than the New York City Average. 
We Can Help. 
For More Information or to Schedule an 
Appointment, Call 718-291-3276

I
n just the latest example 
of New York’s corrosive 
culture of corruption, 
former City Council-

man Dan Halloran was 
found guilty of bribery and 
arranging other crooked 
schemes.

So brazen was the of-
fense that it took a jury an 
hour and a half to convict. 
The case was prosecuted by 
Sikh-American Preet Singh 
Bharara, U.S. attorney for 
the Southern District of 
New York. Since 2009, Bha-
rara has been systemati-
cally tackling and disman-
tling what he described 
as “a show-me-the-money 
culture ... that seems to 
pervade every level of New 
York government.”

In 2013, Bharara prom-
ised “we will continue pur-
suing and punishing every 
corrupt official we find.”

But he warned, “the 
public corruption crisis in 
New York is more than a 
prosecutor’s problem.”

Sadly, this has long 
been true in this city, where 
more politicians lose their 
legislative seats as a result 
of indictment or conviction 
than through the ballot 
box. It is a sad commentary 
on New York and its voters, 
who seem tone-deaf to the 
widespread corruption all 
around them.

In the past decade, 
more than 50 of New York’s 
elected officials have been 
convicted or indicted for 
criminal conduct — an as-
tounding number — and 
more trials are on the way. 
State Sen. Malcolm Smith 
(D-Jamaica), who is seek-
ing re-election, is next in 
line with his trial set to be-

gin shortly after Election 
Day.

What to do? With great 
fanfare, Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo established the More-
land Commission to expose 
and root out corruption. 
While publicly touting his 
commission in an orches-
trated PR blitz, his staff did 
everything possible to tie 
its hands and keep its ten-
tacles away from the gover-
nor and his supporters.

Started with lofty 
speeches and great promise, 
the Moreland Commission 
lasted less than a year and 
was killed by the governor 
with nary a peep. A com-
mission that was supposed 
to uncover pay-to-play cor-
ruption and political mal-
feasance, left us still won-
dering what exactly state 
Assembly Speaker Sheldon 
Silver (D-Manhattan) did 
to earn more than $650,000 
last year from the personal 
injury law firm of Weitz & 

Luxenberg.
Silver has a history of 

fighting tort reform, which 
would cap the amounts col-
lected by law firms such as 
Weitz & Luxenberg. Pay-to-
play? The Moreland Com-
mission might have an-
swered that question, had 
it not met such an untimely 
demise.

Undeterred by Cuomo’s 
actions to quash the Mo-
reland Commission, New 
York’s knight in shining 
armor, Bharara, ordered 
all Moreland Commission 
files to be delivered to his 
office and then put the gov-
ernor’s staff on notice that 

all pertinent documenta-
tion must be archived.

In another unflinching 
act of fierce independence 
and integrity, Bharara 
instructed the governor’s 
staff to halt all conversa-
tions with former Moreland 
Commission members, as 
tampering with witness 
memories is a crime.

As the chief federal 
prosecutor in New York, 
Bharara follows in the foot-
steps of former Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani, who once held the 
same position. He has prov-
en to be a fearless and un-
compromising champion of 
honesty and integrity.

The Sikh-American 
community and all New 
Yorkers can take great pride 
in Bharara, a Columbia law 
school grad who now is an 
equal-opportunity prosecu-
tor, pursuing both Demo-
cratic and Republican law-
breakers with equal aplomb 
on a mission to eradicate 

political corruption in our 
city and state.

After last week’s con-
viction of Halloran, Bha-
rara opined that the coun-
cilman was “in a crowded 
field of New York officials 
who are willing to sell out 
their offices for self-enrich-
ment.”

Bharara vowed he 
would continue his “vigor-
ous prosecution of political 
corruption to secure for the 
people of New York, regard-
less of party affiliation, 
what they deserve: the hon-
est labors of their elected 
representatives.”

Perhaps New Yorkers 
can convince Bharara to 
run for mayor.

Where’s my “Hurrah 
for Bharara” button?

Bob Friedrich is presi-
dent of Glen Oaks Village 
and a civic leader.

Bharara should keep up the good work fi ghting corruption
Bob 

Friedrich
n

On Point

A Sikh American is 
the U.S. attorney 
for the Southern 
District of New 

York.
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6306 Beach Front Road | Queens, NY 11692
888.536.5537 | ArverneByTheSea.com 

Model Homes Open Daily 10-6

The complete terms are in offering plans available from the Sponsor HO6-0020, HO7-0035, Benjamin Beechwood Breakers, LLC. Benjamin Beechwood Dunes,
LLC. Rockaway Beach Blvd., Arverne, NY.  *Prices and availability are subject to change without notice.  **Free 1 year YMCA membership with home purchase.

Arverne By The Sea

Arverne By The Sea

• Beachfront Living 
• Rooftop Terraces
• 20-year tax abatement
• Free Membership to YMCA**
• Two-Family Home Rental Income

Change has been constant from Giuliani to de Blasio

T
he Greek philosopher 
Heraclitus once said 
the only thing con-
stant is change, but 

recently in New York there 
have been some events that 
echo those of the past.

Yes, things have 
changed quite a bit, but 
some things remind us of 
similar occurrences in 
New York City history.

For example, the con-
troversy surrounding 
the cartoon characters in 
Times Square and some of 
the violence involving the 
scuffles between the po-
lice and people dressed as 
Spider-Man remind me of 
a time when Times Square 

symbolized the chaos that 
engulfed New York.

But then it was mostly 
prostitution and drug deal-
ing in the area that led to 
mayhem. Now that Times 
Square was Disney-fied 
two decades ago during the 
Giuliani administration, it 
seems fitting that Disney 
and other cartoon charac-
ters are responsible for the 
new controversy in mid-
town Manhattan.

The other phenom-
enon these cartoon char-
acters reminds me of is 
the ubiquitous squeegee 
men of the early 1990s, who 
would come up to your car 
as you waited at a red light 
and, without asking, often 
cleaned your windshield 
and expected pay in re-
turn.

Then Police Commis-
sioner Bill Bratton cracked 
down on these squeegee 
men as a symbol of the 
“broken windows” theory 

of policing and they went 
away, and many attribute 
New York’s dramatic drop 
in crime to this style of po-
licing.

Are people who dress 
up as carton characters 
and expect big tips when 
they pose for pictures with 
tourists and kids the squee-
gee men of 2014? The City 
Council is now proposing 
legislation to regulate the 
proliferation of these seem-
ingly innocuous but highly 
symbolic characters.

Even Mayor Bill de 
Blasio has acknowledged 
that something needs to be 
done about this “new real-
ity.”

In addition to this dust-
up in Times Square, we had 
the first high-profile death 
in a while of a man at the 
hands of the police on Stat-
en Island.

It resulted from a 
choke-hold and excessive 
force being used to subdue 

a 43-year-old man who was 
alleged to have been sell-
ing illegal cigarettes on the 
street. This type of police 
mistake and the ensuing 
rounds of protests and de-
nunciations by people such 
as the Rev. Al Sharpton also 
had a bit of a 1990s echo.

The real question over-
riding all of this is will the 
city continue to pursue the 
“broken windows” theory of 
policing and crack down on 
small misdemeanors, like 
selling illegal cigarettes on 
the street or making sure 
people dressed up like Elmo 
don’t harass pedestrians in 
Times Square?

There has been a 
movement started by the 
Brooklyn district attorney 
to decriminalize marijuana 
possession, and there have 
been articles in The New 
York Times recently ques-
tioning the large amounts 
of misdemeanor arrests 
that have continued during 

the first six months of the 
de Blasio administration.

What kind of New York 
will we live in during the 
coming years — one that 
continues extra vigilance 
against crime or a city that 
puts civil liberties and a lax 
approach to petty crimes 
above all?

On a different level, 
there is another pattern 
emerging that reminds me 
of the 1980s all over again 
— the rise of a highly ag-
gressive and potent U.S. 
attorney who is making a 
name for himself by taking 
on prominent cases.

In the same way that 
Rudy Giuliani emerged as 
a major political figure in 
the late 1980s, we now have 
Preet Bharara, who is seem-
ingly fearless in his pursuit 
of government officials.

He now seems to have 
the Cuomo administration 
in his crosshairs and what 
appeared to be a sleepy 

political season now has 
some drama, with the U.S. 
attorney exploring the ac-
tions around the Moreland 
Commission. Are we now 
witnessing the ascension of 
a new political star coming 
out of that office?

So as we enter the sec-
ond half of 2014, with a new 
city government and a gov-
ernor seeking re-election, 
it’s hard not to draw paral-
lels to an era almost a quar-
ter century ago. The more 
things change in politics, it 
seems, the more they stay 
the same.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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MarvelUniverseLive.com

Additional fees may apply. Restrictions and exclusions may apply. No double discounts. Subject to availability. Excluded premium seats. Valid on select performances only.

AUG. 13 –17

Weekday Kids Tickets Just $15!
Use code CNG at Ticketmaster.com
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U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica) will 
travel to Russia, northern 
Iraq and Kazakhstan to 
participate in bilateral dis-
cussions on topics such as 
nuclear non-proliferation, 
he said in a release.

The southeast Queens 
elected official’s trip to 
Russia comes at a time 
when U.S. relations with 
President Vladimir Putin 
are at a low point because of 
the crisis in Ukraine. He is 
co-chairman of the House 
Caucus on U.S.-Russian 
Trade and Economic Rela-
tions.

His office said the in-
ternational travel, with 
Congress adjourned for Au-

gust, will focus on bilateral 
conversations “on nuclear 
non-proliferation and na-
tional security issues.”

The congressman also 
plans to host meetings 
with the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers and commu-
nity members to discuss 
rebuilding efforts after Su-
perstorm Sandy.

His summer agenda 
includes meetings on con-
cerns related to John F. 
Kennedy International Air-
port with minority-owned 
businesses.

Meeks will attend 
events for the National 
Health Center Week and 
the 100th anniversary of 
the 102th Precinct.

He has scheduled 
reunions with city and 
community advocates to 
discuss “improvement to 
living conditions for resi-
dents of public housing, 
and the best practices to 
increase public and private 
investment” in affordable 
housing units.

“It is important for me 
to listen to concerns of my 
constituents so that I can 
continue to be an effective 
voice for our community in 
Washington,” Meeks said.

 
— Juan Soto

The Queens Library at 
Bellerose opened its doors 
last week for the first time 
since completing a nearly 
$1.7 million renovation 
project.

The upgrades, un-
veiled at a ribbon-cutting 

ceremony July 30, include 
updated adult and chil-
dren’s areas, a new teen 
area with computers and 
self-service check-out ma-
chines that allow library 
patrons to return items 24 
hours a day.

The renovations 
served as the first upgrades 
the facility has seen since it 
opened in 1978.

— Kelsey Durham

State Senate candidate 
S.J. Jung rolled out his 
small business priorities 
Tuesday.

Jung, who is running 
against Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) in District 16, 
proposed a five-point plan 
to help small businesses 
grow in the district.

“Small businesses 
provide two-thirds of pri-
vate sector jobs in the city,” 

Jung said. “Unlike big-box 
stores and large, out-of-
state corporations, small 
businesses are better for 
our local economy because 
the money they bring in 
is much more likely to be 
cycled back into the com-
munity, creating a multi-
plier effect for every dollar 
spent.

“Our state government 
should therefore help and 

promote a greater number 
of small businesses rather 
than just a small number of 
large businesses.”

His plan included a re-
view of unreasonable ticket 
blitzes, expanding loans 
for small businesses and 
providing state business 
services in multiple lan-
guages.

— Alex Robinson

Meeks travels to Russia

Bellerose Library gets new look

Jung launches small business platform

Almost 

NJ Star Productions 
PROUDLY PRESENTS

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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Do you have a Medicare 
and a Medicaid card?
Need help paying your 
Part B premium?

MetroPlus is a health plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MetroPlus depends on contract 
renewal. This information is available for free in other languages. Please contact our customer service 
number at 1.866.986.0356 and TTY number at 711, Monday – Saturday, 8AM – 8PM. Esta información 
está disponible gratuitamente en otros idiomas. Por favor contacte a nuestro Servicio de Atención 
al Cliente al 1.866.986.0356 o a nuestro número TTY para personas con problemas auditivos 
711, lunes a viernes 8AM – 8PM. A sales person will be present with information and applications. 
For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings, call 1.866.986.0356 and 
TTY number at 711, Monday – Saturday, 8AM – 8PM.  H0423_MKT1250 File&Use 04222014

For detailed location information
and to RSVP, please call us at:

1.866.986.0356 – TTY Users: 711

Hours of operation: Mon - Sat, 8AM - 8PM

www.metroplusmedicare.org

We can help you 
save over $1,200!

Member Name:
Member Identification #:
Primary Care Physician (PCP):
PCP Phone Number:
Subscriber Effective Date:
Health Care Center:
RxBIN-004336  RxPCN-MEDDADV                  Plan: <code>
RxGRP-RX8541 Issuer (80840)  

CMS-H0423-001

Join us at one of our free Medicare seminars to fi nd out 
how to enroll in a Medicare Savings Program!

BELLEVUE HOSPITAL

462 First Avenue, Saul Farber Auditorium
Manhattan

August 11 • 8:30AM to 11:30AM

ELMHURST HOSPITAL

79-01 Broadway, Room A1-22
Queens

August 12 • 9:30AM to 12:00PM

QUEENS HOSPITAL

82-70 164th Street, Pavillion Lobby
Queens

August 14 • 11:00AM to 3:00PM

QUEENS HOSPITAL

82-70 164th Street, Pavillion Lobby
Queens

September 10 • 11:00AM to 3:00PM
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The Jamaica Arts and Music 
Summer festival (clock-
wise from bottom l.) fills 
Jamaica Avenue with cel-
ebrations; members of the 
Elite Marching Band per-
form for the public; Craig 
Crawford, the event’s em-
cee, and Tara Emerson, who 
helped to organize JAMS, 
speak on stage; singer 
Carlton J. Smith entertains 
the crowd; and a stilt walker 
performs a dance routine. 

Photos by Nat Valentine

JAMS-ing in 
Jamaica
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Fresh Meadows’ Klein 
Farm has been sold to ten-
ants who recently accepted 
responsibility for illegally 
cutting down trees on the 
historic property.

Ziming Shen’s Fresh 
Meadows Children’s Farm 
LLC bought the farm, at 
194-15 73rd Ave., last week 
for $5.6 million from Au-
drey Realty Corp., a firm 
headed by Henry Huang, 
son of notorious developer 
Thomas Huang.

Shen was hit with 
$1,600 in fines by the city 
after his daycare center, 
Preschool for America, 
which leased the farm, al-
tered the driveway and cut 
down trees without the nec-
essary permits.

The farm sits in the 
Fresh Meadows Special 
Planned Community Pres-
ervation District, meaning 
any significant changes 
to the property have to be 

approved by the City Plan-
ning Commission.

Outraged neighbors 
and community leaders 
first noticed the trees being 
cut down last fall and re-
ported the arborcide to the 
city Department of Build-
ings.

The property was 
the borough’s last family-
owned, working farm be-
fore the Huangs bought it in 
2003 for $4.3 million. They 
then unsuccessfully tried 
to develop the farm into 22 
two-family homes.

Neither Huang nor 
Shen returned requests for 
comment.

In June 2013, state At-
torney General Eric Sch-
neiderman banned Henry 
Huang along with his 
mother, Alice, and father, 
Thomas, from selling real 
estate securities.

Henry Huang received 
a lifetime ban from selling 
condos and co-ops for fil-
ing false documents that 

hid the fact his parents had 
committed felony securi-
ties fraud in the develop-
ment and sale of condos at 
a building in Elmhurst, ac-
cording to Schneiderman’s 

office.
Huang’s parents had 

already been banned from 
developing and selling real 
estate in 1999 for failing 
to pay operating costs for 

buildings they owned and 
rented out.

His father was also 
found guilty of damaging 
the landmarked RKO The-
atre in Flushing in 1999. 

The developer pleaded 
guilty to spilling hundreds 
of gallons of oil in the the-
ater’s basement and for 
ignoring asbestos contami-
nation in the building. He 
was sentenced to five years’ 
probation and ordered to 
pay a $5,000 fine.

Shen has had his fair 
share of trouble with the 
law as well as in April 
2012, when he and his wife 
were convicted of embez-
zling more than $3 million 
in federal funds meant for 
children’s lunches at the 
couple’s Red Apple Child 
Development Center chain, 
which operates around the 
city, according to court 
documents filed by the U.S. 
attorney.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Audrey Realty Corp. sold the Klein Farm to its tenants for $5.6 million.

Huangs sell historic Klein farm to tree cutters 

Join us this weekend 
to see the difference

in our 3 brand new model homes!

Maple-Fields.com | 914.461.9208

The Wallkill,  
Ramapo & Hudson
are the definition of the  

Baker Residential Difference,  

filled with high-quality features,  

classic style and so much more!

•   3 bedrooms, 2.5 bath with attached 2-car garages

•   Gourmet inspired kitchens, including Stainless Steel 
appliances, granite countertops, etc. 

•  Hardwood flooring throughout 1st floor

•  Finished Recreation Room

•  Convenient Orange County location

•   Clubhouse with fitness center, outdoor pool,  
basketball court and tot lot

SPECIAL PRICING FROM

$259,900

GPS Address: 31 Schutt Road, Town of Wallkill, NY
We are open 7 days a week from 10am to 5pm. • Also available by appointment.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

The vibrant culture and people of Ecuador marched along Northern 
Boulevard Sunday during the New York Ecuadorian Parade (clockwise 
from r.), Ecuadorians line the street to show their pride; a dancer per-
forms for spectators in traditional costume; Franklin Maurizaca, 6, 
waves a flag; and Mayor Bill de Blasio addresses the crowd. 

Photos by Ken Maldonado

Queens Celebrates 
Ecuadorian Pride
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When browsing through 
home décor and lifestyle 
magazines for ideas for a 
backyard patio, readers are 
usually teased with grandi-
ose designs and sprawling 
outdoor spaces, which can 
be far from feasible.  A solu-
tion may lie within the grasp 
of homeowners with mini-
mal back or side yard space 
and/or a limited budget, by 
turning to manufactured 
hardscape materials. Inter-
locking concrete pavers and 
segmental wallstones can 
add up to big benefi ts in a 
small patio footprint. 

An outdoor 
space, regardless 
of its size, can be 
multi-functional 
– fi gure out what 
you would like 

to see in the 
space. Often, 

a larger im-
pr e s sion 
can be 
achieved 

by utiliz-

ing materials that offer 
the most versatility. Inter-
locking concrete pavement 
systems are a durable and 
aesthetically pleasing al-
ternative to traditional pa-
tio blocks and poured or 
stamped concrete. 

Using larger sized pav-
ers, certain pattern designs 
and a centrally-placed inset 
of a circular or diamond-
shaped pattern arrange-
ment or placing pavers di-
agonally are ways to make a 
smaller space look bigger.  

When incorporating a 
refreshment bar or cook-
ing area, consider “bump-
ing out” these areas from 
the main patio confi gura-
tion and surrounding them 
with garden beds or path-
way approaches. A perim-
eter seat wall or bench seat 
notched into a wall system 
is perfect for casual seating 
and can be built from rock-
faced wall stones.  

For stairs to step down 
onto a patio from a back 

door, ready to install, cast 
stone treads in natural col-
ors are available in 48” and 
72” individual lengths or as 
a pre-packaged staircase 
kits or cast stone alterna-
tives that are more afford-
able than custom-cut nat-
ural bluestone and more 
durable than wooden steps.

Many components of a 
well-appointed outdoor liv-
ing space are available in 
scaled down versions that 
offer the same conveniences 
as larger items.  In lieu of a 
big, straight or L-shaped 
outdoor kitchen, look into 
a smaller food preparation 
and cooking unit made of 
wall stones.  Cambridge 
Outdoor Kitchen Modules 
measure only 75” long x 36’ 
deep.  They are pre-cut, pre-
packaged and sold with top-
of-the-line stainless steel ap-
pliance packages.  Pre-cut 
and pre-packaged Bar Mod-
ules complete with stainless 
steel bar center packages 
are only 92’” long x 42” deep 

and will survive the ele-
ments longer than the best 
bamboo tiki bar.  Another 
benefi t is these components 
will match with pavers or 
a wall system.  Cover them 
with an attractive, pre-
packaged, two-column per-
gola without taking up any 
additional ground space.  

If you have always 
wanted a fi re pit and there 
isn’t room in your patio 
space, build one just off the 
patio itself where it will be 
accessible a few steps away 
but visible from the patio.  
Cambridge Fire Pits mea-
suring 50” and less come 
round and square in an 
many textures and colors 
with grills, spark screens 
and covers and are also in 
pre-packaged kits ready to 
build.  To stimulate other 
senses, integrate a Cam-
bridge pond-less waterfall 
kit adjoining your patio 
without taking up space as-
sociated with a cascading, 
custom waterfall and pond. 

Consult an Authorized 
Cambridge Distributor to 
help you plot your small pa-
tio space.  Using Cambridge 
DesignScape Visualizer™ 
software, they can create 
realistic, computer-gener-
ated, full-color designs right 
before your eyes and allow 
you to preview the area – 
before and after – illustrat-
ing your new patio with any 
Cambridge Pavingstones, 
wall system and outdoor liv-
ing pre-packaged kit in the 
actual colors and patterns 
of your choice and calcu-
late real paver and wall re-
quirements.  You will need 
a digital photo of your back 
or side yard.  

If you are computer-
savvy, visit cambridgepav-
ers.com, download the 
software, and create im-
ages on your own.  If you 
are inclined to take on do-
it-yourself projects, you 

are invited to attend D.I.Y. 
Workshops hosted at Au-
thorized Cambridge Dis-
tributor locations.  

Charles H. Gama-
rekian is Chairman/CEO 
of Cambridge Pavers Inc., 
manufacturers of Cam-
bridge Pavingstones with 
ArmorTec®, Cambridge 
Wallstones and a full line of 
products for outdoor living.  
He is a founder and current 
board member of the In-
terlocking Concrete Pave-
ment Institute (ICPI), the 
North American trade as-
sociation representing the 
interlocking concrete paver 
industry. Mr. Gamarekian 
is recognized worldwide as 
an expert in his fi eld.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Big benefi ts from a small patio

Children who attend free, full-day, high-quality 
pre-K learn to problem solve, ask questions, 
and work together. 

Find out more about our two year planfor Pre-K  
for All at nyc.gov/prek.

#OpportunityStartsNow
Children born in 2010 are still eligible to apply for free, 

full-day, high-quality pre-K.
Call 311 ����/nycschoolsText “prek” to 877-877
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BY JUAN SOTO

Jamaica may soon get a new 
much needed recreational public 
facility in a piece of land that was 
slated for an affordable housing 
project.

The asphalt lot, at the inter-
section of 164th Street and 107th 
Avenue, is empty and in bad 
shape. Grass is growing out of 
cracks in the pavement.

It is currently used by neigh-
borhood kids to play basketball. 
It has two standing hoops, which 
are both bent, without nets.

The lot also has two clothing 
donation bins next to an adjacent 
house.

Led by a nearby church, 
community members and resi-
dents have expressed interest in 
transforming the parcel into a 
recreational space for the kids 
and young men of the area, which 
is close to the York College cam-
pus.

The city Department of Hous-
ing Preservation and Develop-

ment owns the parcel plans and 
has planned for years to build 
the affordable housing unit.

According to an HPD 
spokesman, the city agency is 
“in the very early stages of mov-
ing forward” with that particu-
lar project.

But because of the economic 
downturn and the housing crisis, 
which severely affected south-
east Queens neighborhoods, HPD 
was unable to get the financing 
needed to build the recreational 
center.

Yet the idea of the local 
church and the community to 
transform the unit into a pub-
lic space is gaining momentum. 
It would provide a space for kid 
from the neighborhood to get to-
gether and play sports.

Kids there play basketball 
with the hopes and dreams of 
maybe becoming the next Car-
melo Anthony or LeBron James. 
Street basketball is like a religion 
in urban New York City.

The city Parks Department 

is studying the possibility of buy-
ing the lot from HPD and adding 
it to its property list.

A Parks Department repre-
sentative said the city agency is 
“examining the property to deter-

mine if the space would be suit-
able for a public park.”

Fixing the basketball court 
appears not to be an option.

Greg Mays, founder of the 
nonprofit A Better Jamaica, said 
the area around the empty lot 
is short on green spaces and a 
new park space will improve the 
neighborhood.

“The Parks Department is 
not flush with cash, and I guess 
adding a park will be a chal-
lenge,” added Mays.

But Mays said it would be 
ideal to turn “that lot into a bas-
ketball court or some kind of 
park for the kids in the neighbor-
hood.”

The lot is approximately 
3,500 square feet and is on the cor-
ner of two streets.

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Neighborhood youth shoot hoops at the empty lot at 164th Street and 107th 
Avenue. The rims are crooked and the pavement has deteriorated. 

Photo by Nat Valentine 

Parks Department looks into uses for empty Jamaica lot
Neighborhood kids play basketball in deteriorated parcel once slated for affordable housing unit
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

A Forest Hills man 
is facing charges for al-
legedly continuing to col-
lect more than $56,000 in 
Holocaust reparations un-
der his mother’s name for 
four years after her death, 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown said.

Gary Jacoby, 61, was 
arrested July 31 after an in-
vestigation by the NYPD’s 
Queens District Attorney 
Squad revealed he was al-
legedly pocketing money 
that his mother, a Holo-
caust survivor, was entitled 
to while she was alive, the 
DA’s office said.

He was arraigned later 
that day on a six-count in-
dictment, including one 
count of second-degree 
grand larceny and five 

counts of second-degree 
criminal possession of a 
forged instrument, the DA 
said.

According to the crim-
inal complaint, Jacoby’s 
mother, Laura Jacoby, had 
been receiving money each 
year from the German Pen-
sion Insurance Co. that was 
set to be legally terminated 
after her death.

The 93-year-old Holo-
caust survivor died Jan. 9, 
2008, but Jacoby continued 
to deposit a total of $56,932 
from the German govern-
ment into his mother’s 
checking account until 
February 2012, the DA’s of-
fice said.

Jacoby allegedly pre-
sented a notary with papers 
containing his mother’s 
signature each year dur-
ing the four-year period, 

claiming she was still alive 
and entitled to the yearly 
settlements, according to 
the DA.

The DA also said Jaco-
by allegedly traveled to the 
German embassy in March 
2012 and stated in person 
that his mother was still 
alive.

Jacoby was released 
after his arraignment and 
ordered to return to court 
Oct. 14. He faces up to 15 
years in prison if convict-
ed, the DA said.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Forest Hills man stole 
$56k in benefi ts: Cops

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

AnimalLeague.org
516.883.7575

IN OUR HANDS RESCUE & NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

Like us on

ADOPT A PET
Steinway St. 
(Btwn 28th & 34th Ave.)
Long Island City, NY 
SUN AUG 10 • 11AM – 6PM

Steinway Street Festival

...we’ll take you there!

1-888-707-2448
Outdoor ADVENTURE!

392563
NORTHSHOREANIM
BW 3 x 2.64
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BY PREET CALVIN PRESHAD

Richard S. David, executive 
director of the Richmond Hill-
based Indo-Caribbean Alliance, 
has stepped down.

According to an Aug. 1 email 
from the group, the decision was 
the culmination of a “careful 
transition plan” that has the cur-
rent director of youth programs, 
Padma Seemangal, taking over 
as acting executive director of the 
organization.

David is the co-founder of 
the community organization and 
has served as executive direc-
tor since its inception five years 
ago. Since then the organization, 
which focuses on youth education 
and membership, launched SAT 
prep courses as well as leadership 
training and advocacy events in 
the Richmond Hill area.

“I am getting to a stage in my 
life where I want to focus on some 
personal goals,” David noted in 
an interview. “My work with ICA, 
while fulfilling, did not allow 

enough time to do those things.”
David noted his greatest 

achievement at ICA was “getting 
people to volunteer their time” 
to run programs and services as 
well as participating in events.

“We’ve created the largest 
Indo-Caribbean organization,” he 
continued, noting that this level 
of organizing was instrumental 
in participating in the City Coun-
cil redistricting process for the 
neighborhood in 2013. “Richmond 
Hill is more united than ever in a 
City Council district,” which Da-
vid  described as a difficult task.

“For me it’s continuing the 
vision of being a resource for this 
community,” Seemangal said in 
an interview.

This includes widening the 
scope and types of services avail-
able in the community. Aside 
from ICA, few social service and 
community advocacy organiza-
tions exist in the West Indian 
community, particularly in Rich-
mond Hill and South Ozone Park.

Prior to joining ICA, Padma 

Seemangal worked at the League 
of Women Voters and Big Brother 
Big Sisters, according to David.

“Those two things were 
unique skill sets because they 
match well with ICA’s focus of 
youth programs and civic advo-

cacy,” he said.
Since joining ICA in fall 2013, 

Seemangal has been involved in 
the program’s 
middle and 
high school 
initiatives and 
launched a 
new cohort of 
the program’s 
M e n t o r s h i p 
Program, as 
well as par-
ticipated in the 
grant writing 
process.

ICA’s ongo-
ing desire is to establish a more 
permanent presence in the com-
munity.

“I would want us to have a 
permanent, dedicated space,” 
which, David noted, is a chal-
lenge in Richmond Hill.

“We have jumped around 
from space to space,” Seemangal 
added.

Yet Seemangal optimistical-
ly believes that as ICA gains more 

recognition in the community 
and around the city for the servic-
es provided, a permanent space 

is feasible. The group 
currently operates 
out of a leased space 
on Liberty Avenue.

Seemangal also 
hopes to encourage 
youth in the neighbor-
hood to strongly con-
sider a college educa-
tion.

“Looking at our 
community, there is 
a lot of apprehension 
about sending stu-

dents to college,” she said.
Seemangal blamed economic 

difficulties, as well as failing local 
high schools, for the diminishing 
perceived value of a college de-
gree to neighborhood youth.

“We want to see this orga-
nization around for a long time,” 
David concluded, “If it’s still 
dependent on one person or one 
group of people, you’re making 
sure that doesn’t happen.”

RICHARD S. DAVID

Head of Richmond Hill’s Indo-Caribbean Alliance leaves post
Richard David wants to focus more on ‘personal goals’ as Padma Seemangal prepares to succeed him

www.Amendolas.comAmityville
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Jericho
(516) 333-3346 

41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
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(516) 223-9556 
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4 Convenient Locations

FREE “AT HOME” 
ESTIMATES
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TO 

*33% OFF

Mon Sat 8am 6pmp ppMon Sat 9am 5pmp

*Up to 33% off on a qualified in-stock PVC or wood purchase with installation and this ad.  Minimum purchase of $2900 required. Not applicable on prior purchases.  See store for details.  Loan activation 
fee is extra.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

We’ve created 
the largest 

Indo-Caribbean 
organization.
Richard S. David
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Rockaway ferry rider-
ship statistics need a fairer 
reading, according to the 
borough president.

Borough President Me-
linda Katz asked the mayor 
to add weekend ferry trips 
and extend service through 
summer 2015 so more ac-
curate passenger assess-
ments can be factored into 
decisions about the boats’ 
future.

Her Aug. 1 memo to 
Mayor Bill de Blasio noted 
that current statistics were 
likely low-balling the route 
because weekend trips 
were not offered during the 
beach season.

“It is difficult to assess 
ridership when the city has 
decreased the opportunity 
for the ferry to be used,” 

Katz wrote. “Making the 
ferry available to riders 
on the weekend opens the 
Rockaways up to new av-
enues of much-needed tour-
ism to the area’s beaches, 
business and cultural 
events.”

De Blasio spokesman 
Wiley Norvell said finances 

did not make a strong case 
for the ferry.

“We have enabled a fur-
ther opportunity this sum-
mer to see if the economics 
on the ground change in a 
way that would make long-
term service viable. But 
barring an extraordinary 

Borough President Melinda Katz wrote the mayor urging for 
Rockaway ferry service to continue through summer 2015.

Refi ne Rockaway ferry
statistics: Melinda Katz

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

Continued on Page 54



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, A

UG
. 8

-14
, 2

01
4  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M
28

TL

BY BILL PARRY

A pair of lawmakers 
from the borough are hop-
ing their bill, signed by 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo Mon-
day, will fix the shortage of 
school crossing guards.

State Sen. Jose Per-
alta’s (D-East Elmhurst) 
Crossing Guard Safety Act 
became law, making an as-
sault on one an automatic 
felony with jail terms of up 
to seven years. Previous as-
saults on crossing guards 
were considered a misde-
meanor punishable by a 
year in jail.

“We are now doing 
something to ensure the 
safety of school crossing 
guards,” Peralta said. “In 
performing their impor-
tant work they are often the 
subject of verbal abuse and 
even violence. That abuse 
and violence help explain 

why we have 200 school 
crossing guard vacancies 
across the city. By showing 
the respect their job war-
rants and demonstrating 
that we have their backs, 
I believe that we will be 
able to recruit enough new 
guards to fill existing va-
cancies and address emerg-
ing needs.”

The bill was sponsored 
in the by Assemblyman 
Michael DenDekker (D-
East Elmhurst). “They are 
invaluable to maintaining 
public safety across New 
York state, and deserve the 
same protections as other 
uniformed safety officials,” 
he said. “This law will pro-
vide these much-needed 
protections to all crossing 
guards, and will hopefully 
encourage others to apply 
to fill vacant positions in 
this highly important pro-
fession.”

Santos Crespo, presi-
dent of Local 372 of AFSC-
ME said the new law tells 
the crossing guards — low-
wage, part-time workers, 
mostly women — that they 
afforded the same protec-
tion as police officers.

 “Throughout the years 
I’ve gotten over a thousand 
personal complaints about 
assaults and nothing was 
ever done about them be-
cause the penalty was 
so lax,” he said. “People 
would throw things at the 
guards, threatening to 
run over them with a car, 
those kinds of things. Now 
there’s a heavy penalty for 
that kind of conduct.”

Crespo added that the 
bill protects all crossing 
guards throughout New 
York state, both union and 
non-union.

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN
 
The late comedian 

George Carlin used to have 
a bit about the rampant 
misuse of labeling an event 
as a first annual.

Nothing could be a 
first annual anything, Car-
lin reasoned. It would have 
to make it to year two be-
fore it could legitimately be 
dubbed annual.

In Long Island City, 
the Chain NYC Film Fes-
tival has achieved that 
milestone and is currently 
in the middle of its second 
annual event.

“Everyone enjoyed it 
last year,” said Kirk Gost-
kowski, co-founder of The 
Chain Theatre. “We have 
doubled the number of peo-
ple entering films.”

Audience members 
will have an opportunity 
to view about 100 movies, 

both feature films and doc-
umentaries from the Unit-
ed States and around the 
world, at this year’s event. 
Many of the screenings will 
include a Q&A with direc-
tors, producers, writers or 
actors.

Although officially the 
festival lacks a theme, un-

officially the 2014 edition 
could be called Women in 
Film, Gostkowski said.

One of the highlights 
should be a retrospective 
of Karen Black’s artistic 
career. Black, who died last 
year, appeared in such clas-

Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months

Ph
ot

o 
by

 Ja
de
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lbe

rt

Director Steve Baker’s short film “The Video Dating Tape of 
Desmondo Ray Aged 33 3/4,” which incorporates animation and live 
action, is part of this year’s Chain NYC Film Festival at the Chain 
Theatre in Long Island City. Photo courtesy Chain NYC Film Festival

School crossing guards 
protected by legislation

LIC’s Chain Theatre hosts 
second annual fi lm festival

Continued on Page 54 Continued on Page 40
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We Now Have
COLD LASER

Most
Insurances
Accepted

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.
Call now for a 
“FREE CONSULTATION” 
to see how our technologies
may benefi t you.

If you have
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

or its Symptoms

With this ad, expires in 30 days

www.northshorerehabilitation.com

NY LIBERTY AT MSG!
NOCHE LATINA                                                     

 

FRI. AUG 8 TH | 7:30 PM

FOR TICKETS: NYLIBERTY.COM OR 212.465.6766

TICKETS ON 
SALE NOW!



TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. 
Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!
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CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2013 CHEVY

$99 $103
Stk# 1382, 3k mi. Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR: $115

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#73236

$10,995
CIVIC'12 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
31k miles, Stk#5650

$15,995
ROGUE'13 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
11k miles, Stk#7453

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
CAMARO'14 CHEVY

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#6879

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
21k miles, Stk#84619

COROLLA2013 TOYOTA

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

CRV2011 HONDA

Stk# 4923, 24k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995

328i xdrive2013 BMW

Stk# 3881, 18k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

ALTIMA2013 NISSAN

Stk# 267298, 20k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995

C3002011 MERCEDES

Stk# 3824, 14k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

ML-3502011 MERCEDES

Stk# 5589, 25k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

PILOT LX2011 HONDA

Stk# 5210, 23k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$14,995

ESCAPE2012 FORD

Stk# 7278, 72k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$10,995

$8,995
ELANTRA'13 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 
28k miles, Stk#3640

RAV42011 TOYOTA

Stk# 1066, 48k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$9,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2011 ACURA MDX

Stk#1321, 48k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$23,459

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us,  We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2001 Honda Civic, 87k  73406 $2,995
 2000 Honda Civic, 130k 544413 $2,995
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2004 Lexus IS 300, 84k 40087448 $4,995
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM! 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
2010 Honda Fit, 17k 73329 $6,395 
2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 465633 $9,995
2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $10,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $11,500
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 72824 $13,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995 
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995 
 2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee, 19k 134954 $16,900 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 82896 $16,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $18,995
 2012 Infiniti G37x, 9k 7774 $19,595
 2012 Ford Explorer, 34k 2398 $21,895
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $28,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 36k 034527 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 28k  4761 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Grand Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 036772 $13,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $13,995
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37, 52k 83017 $14,888

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2013 ACURA TL

Stk# 7918, 18k mi.

BUY 
FOR: $17,995
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

A 12-year-old Ozone 
Park girl’s father and step-
mother have been charged 
with what Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown 
termed “years of unspeak-
able physical abuse” 
against the father’s daugh-
ter, who authorities say suf-
fered savage beatings and 
enforced starvation.

Medical personnel 
summoned to their home 
reported finding the child, 
Maya Ranot, on the floor 
in a pool of blood with a 
wrist cut to the bone by an 
attack with a metal broom 
handle.

Brown identified the 
defendants as Rejesh Ran-
ot, 46, and his wife, Sheetal 
Ranot, 31, of 103-19 96th St. 
in Ozone Park.

Rajesh Ranot was 
arraigned Aug. 1 before 
Queens Criminal Court 
Judge Michelle Armstrong 
on a criminal complaint 
charging him with second- 
and third-degree assault, 
first-degree unlawful im-
prisonment and endanger-
ing the welfare of a child, 
the DA said.

Ranot, who faces up 
to seven years in prison if 
convicted, will appear in 
court Aug. 13.

Sheetal Ranot, the 
child’s stepmother, was 

arraigned before Queens 
Criminal Court Judge 
Deborah Steven Modica 
July 29 on a criminal com-
plaint charging her with 
second-degree assault and 
endangering the welfare 
of a child, according to the 
DA.

The stepmother was 
then rearrested and ar-
raigned Aug. 1 before 
Queens Criminal Court 
Judge David Hawkins on a 
criminal complaint charg-
ing her with first- and 
second-degree assault and 
endangering the welfare of 
a child, Brown said.

Bail was set at $10,000 
and $50,000, respectively, 
and Sheetal Ranot was or-
dered back to court Aug. 13 
in both cases. She is in jail 
in lieu of a total of $60,000 
bail, faces up to seven years 
in prison in the first case 
and up to 25 years in prison 
in the second case if con-
victed, the DA said.

Brown said that af-
ter her wrist was slashed, 
the child was taken to 
Elmhurst Hospital, where 
she underwent surgery 
on her wrist and received 
stitches on a knee.

“At the hospital,” 
Brown said, “doctors al-
legedly observed several 
bruises, marks and scars 
on various stages of healing 
throughout Maya’s body. 

Over the course of her or-
deal, the child was alleged 
to have been locked in her 
bedroom and denied food or 
water for extended periods 
and that her father forced 
her to take cold showers 
while he struck about her 
body with his hands and 
even a baseball bat. 

 Doctors said she was 
wearing dirty clothes and 
weighed only 58 pounds.

“Despite the bruis-
ing and scars on her body, 
which served as a silent tes-
timony to the violence and 
cruelty she purportedly 
endured, it is alleged that 
for a long time this emaci-
ated child was fearful of 
disclosing the true nature 
of her injuries or those re-
sponsible for her suffering 
for fear that her younger 
step-siblings would be tak-
en away by authorities and 
placed in foster care.”

He added, “Fortunate-
ly, she found the courage to 
speak up.”

Brown thanked law 
enforcement officials and 
social service workers for 
alerting authorities. 

“Without their inter-
vention, it is not too hard 
to imagine that this case 
would have ended in the 
child’s death,” the DA said.

Health Screenings

 Cholesterol & Glucose Test

 Blood Pressure

 Harvard Fitness Test

 Anti-Stress Massage

 Computer Health Age

 Health Seminars & Much More

A SPECIAL COMMUNITY DAY 
All are Welcome for a Fun Filled 

Day for the Entire Family

HEALTH SCREENINGS,  KIDS ACTIVITIES
COMMUNITY SERVICES,  FITNESS,  NUTRITION 
INFORMATION & COOKING DEMONSTRATION

SUNDAY, AUGUST 24, 2014
12:00PM – 5:00PM

LOCATION:  115-50 Merrick Blvd, 

                      Jamaica, NY 11434

For More Information, Call: 718-291-8006 
Mireille St Pierre at: Ext. 2215 
Dilma Rosales at: Ext. 2236

Email: mstpierre@northeastern.org

Sponsored by: 

Northeastern Conference Women’s & Health Ministries

Police were investigating the circum-
stances that led to the discovery of the body 
of an unidentified woman in Beechhurst 
Tuesday morning, the NYPD said.

Authorities said the body was found by 
a city Parks Department employee around 
10:12 a.m. in a wooded area near 14th Road 
and Utopia Parkway. Several hours later, 
the area was still lined with police tape and 
authorities were still gathering evidence at 
the scene.

The medical examiner said Wednes-
day the office was working to determine 
the cause of death.

— Kelsey Durham

Woman’s body found in woods

Authorities remove the body of a woman found 
in a wooded area near 14th Road and Utopia 
Parkway in Beechhurst Tuesday morning. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Ozone Pk. parents abused 
12-year-old daughter: DA
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If schools and parents re-
ceived report cards on the lunch-
es they’re serving kids, most 
wouldn’t receive a passing score. 
Many lunches, whether served at 
school or brought from home, are 
made with bleached flour, arti-
ficial sweeteners, food coloring, 
high-fructose corn syrup, artifi-
cial preservatives, hormones and 
trans fats. Studies have shown 
that these ingredients are linked 
to weight gain, defects in insulin 
and lipid metabolism, hyperac-
tivity, increased risk of tumors, 
cancer, digestive issues, asthma, 
premature heart attacks, diabe-

tes, and overexposure and resis-
tance to antibiotics. Some of these 
ingredients are even banned in 
other countries.

As a parent, what can you do 
to keep your child healthy? Life 
Time  The Healthy Way of Life 
Company, suggests checking in 
with your child’s school to learn 
where foods are sourced, the nu-
tritional values and ingredients 
in order to make informed deci-
sions.

“The more highly processed 
foods are, the more likely they 
are to contain the seven unsa-
vory ingredients. Meaning they 

are foods it’s best to find alterna-
tives for,” says Laura Burbank, a 
registered dietitian with the Life 
Time Foundation. “We encour-
age parents to speak with school 
nutrition directors and cafeteria 
managers about reducing the 
amount of highly processed and 
artificial items served in their 
lunch rooms, in favor of whole-
some, real foods, and we’re able 
to help parents throughout that 
process.”

Until changes are made, 
Burbank advises actively engag-
ing kids — starting when they’re 
young — in packing lunch at 

home. 
“Getting kids involved in 

packing their lunches makes 
them more likely to eat and en-
joy them,” says Burbank. “They 
feel helpful and they’re learning 
along the way.” 

She says it is important to 
include a protein, whole grains, 
fresh fruit, vegetables and 
healthy fats with every meal, and 
provides some ideas below.

Lunch box option one: Tur-
key or ham sandwich with avo-
cado and spinach on whole grain 
bread. Look for meat that is free 
of hormones, antibiotics, nitrates, 
artificial preservatives and other 
additives. Snack: orange slices 
and string cheese.

Lunch box option two: 
Grilled chicken breast, avocado 
and roasted bell pepper or shred-
ded carrots in a whole grain pita 
with a Greek yogurt based dress-
ing or pesto. Snack: apple slices 
and almond butter. If your child’s 
school has a strict nut-free lunch-
room guideline, include Greek yo-

gurt with vanilla and/or honey.
Lunch box option three: 

PB&J made with almond butter 
and 100 percent fruit preserves on 
whole grain bread. Snack: hard 
boiled eggs, cherry tomatoes, 
cucumbers with Greek yogurt 
based vegetable dipping sauce, or 
pita chips and peppers with hum-
mus.

Burbank notes that some-
times making lunch at home is 
not a viable option. If that is the 
case, she suggests parents discuss 
healthy lunch room options with 
their kids, as studies have shown 
that in addition to nutritional 
benefits, healthier diets also as-
sociate with higher academic per-
formance. 

Things to consider:
Choose a salad when avail-

able to include more vegetables in 
the meal. 

Pick white milk over choco-
late milk to cut down on sugar 
intake. Also, select 1 percent milk 
over skim or non-fat milk, the 

Healthy lunch ideas 
for the school year

Continued on Page 36
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THE WINDSOR SCHOOL

37-02 Main Street
Flushing, NY 11354

718.359.8300
www.thewindsorschool.com 

Call for additional information regarding admission.

With back-to-school 
shopping, changing sched-
ules and preparing kids for 
the upcoming school year, 
your family’s environmen-
tal impact may be the last 
thing on your mind

It is possible to have a 
greener back-to-school sea-
son. Here are seven simple 
things parents and children 
can do to care for the envi-
ronment and themselves as 
they return to school.

• Reuse and recycle 
notebooks. While high 
schoolers may go through 
multiple notebooks per 
subject every year, it’s 
rare for elementary school-
aged kids to use up their 
notebooks. Tear out used 
pages (and recycle them, 
of course) from last year’s 
notebooks so that kids can 
use the remaining blank 
pages. Use contact paper to 
freshen and reinforce cov-

ers that are worn or writ-
ten on.

• Give broken and worn 
down crayons new life. 
Gather all the bits and sep-
arate by color. Remove all 
papers. Using a mini-muf-
fin pan (or mini ramekins 
in fun shapes), fill each cup 
with crayon pieces in one 
color. Melt in an oven set at 
350 degrees just until cray-
ons are completely melted. 
Cool at room temperature, 
then freeze for 30 minutes 
to make it easier to remove 
the newly formed crayons.

• Refresh smelly shoes 
naturally. Stinky gym bags 
and tennis shoes don’t have 
to be a reality for your ath-
letic child, and you don’t 
have to resort to chemicals 
to kill odor. You can cre-
ate a natural deodorizing 
spray with essential oils. 
Simply mix 12 to 16 drops of 
lemon oil, six drops of red 

thyme oil and two drops of 
patchouli oil and 4 ounces 
of water in a misting bottle. 
Shake vigorously and mist 

inside gym bags and shoes. 
The formula not only kills 
odors, it adds an energiz-
ing, refreshing aroma.

Tips for a greener back-to-school season
• Look for ways to 

green your commute to 
school. If you live close to 
school, consider walking 
or biking. Families with 
longer commutes may con-
sider carpooling or using 
the school bus.

• Green lunches by 
packing them in reusable 
lunch bags (no brown bags 
or plastic baggies, please). 
Pack sandwiches in reus-
able sandwich containers, 
and use bento-style boxes 
with multiple compart-
ments to hold snacks, veg-
gies and other sides. Re-
place plastic water bottles 
with reusable bottles — 
plenty of fun, colorful op-
tions are available.

• Energize naturally. 
Do your kids grab a sugary 
soft drink or sweet snack 
to boost their awareness 
while doing homework? 
Instead of relying on un-

healthy treats for an en-
ergy boost that will come 
with a crash afterward, 
energize homework time 
with an essential oil diffu-
sion. Aura Cacia offers this 
mood-boosting blend:

Ingredients: 10 drops 
peppermint essential oil, 
three drops eucalyptus es-
sential oil, two drops ginger 
essential oil, three drops 
sweet orange essential oil; 
Directions: Combine all 
oils in a mister bottle and 
spritz in the air around 
your child’s work space. 
To give kids a boost during 
the school day, soak a cot-
ton ball in the essential oils 
blend, slip it into a reusable 
plastic container and place 
in your child’s book bag. 
Whenever he needs a burst 
of energy during the day, he 
can open it and take a quick 
whiff.
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195-05 69th Avenue, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

OPEN HOUSE 
Saturday, August 9th, 11am–1pm

Free SAT Practice and Review with Expert Instructors
Free College Admissions Seminar for Parents

SHSAT Test Prep
September 9th–October 23rd

Tuesdays/Thursdays 5:00 pm–4:30 pm  Tests Sundays: 9 am–12 pm

Includes 32 hours of instruction  3 Full-Length Practice SHSATs 

Tuition: $850

SAT Mock Test and Review Course for October SAT
August 17th–September 27th

Saturdays: 1:30 pm–4:30 pm  Tests Sundays: 9 am–1:30 pm 

5 Full-Length Practice SATs and review sessions

Tuition: $500

See Why Success Begins with KL Prep
 Top-Notch Training by Expert Instructors
 Custom-Designed Curriculum with Advanced Test-Taking Strategies
 Personal Feedback and Attention

30-50 Whitestone Expy, Suite 400
Flushing, NY 11354

www.tcilpn.com

BRAND NEW 
STATE-OF-THE-ART FACILITY

PROGRAMS DEVELOPED FOR 
NURSES BY NURSES

TRAIN FOR JOBS IN HOSPITALS, 
CLINICS, HOMECARE FACILITIES

CLASSES START FALL 2014

REGISTER NOW!
(718) 362-9500

YOU CAN BECOME A 
LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSE
IN JUST 12 MONTHS!

TRANSITIONS 
CAREER INSTITUTE

School of 
Nursing

SCHOOL YEAR 2014–2015
Advanced Math, Science, Writing, Reading, Social Studies, Music, Technology, Sports

Our graduates are accepted to all the best Catholic, Private and Specialized High Schools.

NOW OPEN FOR REGISTRATION
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German   Lessons

After School Program
New York State

Accredited Language Program

Low Tuition
Minimum Age: 4 Years

No Previous German Necessary
Classes Meet Once a Week

Playgroup Age 4–5 From 4:30–6:l5
Kindergarten Age 5–6

Other Classes Ages 7–l5

Four convenient locations
in the Greater New York area:

Ridgewood, Queens. Manhattan (NY),
FranklinSquare, Garden City.

Classes start
second week in September

For more information see:

www.German-American-School.org

or call:

212 787 7543

For many, earning a 
college degree opened the 
door to the working world; 
it may have even been in-
strumental in landing your 
current job. But are you ap-
plying what you learned in 
college to your current ca-
reer field? A recent survey 
suggests this might not be 
the case.

Only 35 percent of 
college-educated workers 
consider all or most of what 
they learned in college to be 
applicable to their current 
jobs, according to a survey 
conducted by Harris Poll 
on behalf of University of 
Phoenix.

Today, many work-
ing adults are returning to 
college to either complete 
a degree that better aligns 
with the skills required for 
their current job or earn a 
second degree to gain addi-
tional experience for a po-
tential career change. The 
National Center for Educa-
tion Statistics reports an 
estimated 8.7 million adults 
over the age of 25 were plan-
ning to enroll in college in 
2013, up nearly 37 percent 
from 2000.

“There is significant 
progress being made in 
higher education to adapt 
to the needs of the employ-
ment market and tie cur-
riculum to careers earlier 
in a student’s education,” 
said University of Phoenix 
School of Business Execu-
tive Dean Ruth Veloria. 
“It is critical to choose the 

right degree program so 
you know the knowledge 
you glean from coursework 
can be applied to the career 
you desire.”

Veloria offers these 
tips to help you get the most 
out of your educational ex-
perience:

• Research degree 
programs with a career 
in mind. Don’t wait until 
you are enrolled in college 
to determine your career 
path. Research specific po-
sitions, develop learning 
plans with an academic ad-
visor and take career and 
skills assessments. Phoe-
nix Career Guidance Sys-
tem is designed to help any 
student — from those just 
starting to those looking 
to advance their careers 
— research jobs related to 
different degree programs 
and discover which fields 
best fit their interests and 
personalities.

• Go straight to the 
source. If you know some-
one currently working in 
the career field in which you 

are interested, schedule an 
informational interview to 
learn more about the skills 
and experience required 
for that line of work. Don’t 
know anyone? Veloria rec-
ommends joining industry 
associations and attending 
networking events as a way 
to make new contacts and 
learn more about a new ca-
reer field or job.

• Communicate with 
your boss. Your return 
to school will most likely 
benefit your company, so 
share your education plans 
with your boss, including 
how your classroom learn-
ing can benefit colleagues 
and special projects in the 
workplace. If your man-
ager feels invested in your 
goals, it could be a source 
of support and motivation 
for you. Additionally, con-
tact your human resources 
department to see if the 
company offers education 
reimbursement benefits to 
help pay for school.

Returning to school? Choose 
a degree that is right for you

higher fat content is more 
satiating.

Choose whole grain 
pasta over bread which 
may contain bleached flour 
and preservatives. Opt for 
red pasta sauce (vegetable-
based) over cream sauce 

(high in fat). Pick fresh 
fruit over canned fruit 
which may contain artifi-
cial colors, preservatives 
and sweeteners.

Parents should also be 
encouraged to talk to the 
nutrition directors and caf-
eteria managers about re-
ducing the amount of high-
ly processed and artificial 
items in the school meals. 
The Life Time Foundation 
is a great resource for more 

information on this.
The Life Time Founda-

tion partners with schools 
to help them remove highly 
processed and artificial in-
gredients from school meals 
by providing resources and 
assisting with menu devel-
opment. 

For more information 
on how your school can get 
involved, visit www.ltffoun-
dation.org.

— BPT

Continued from Page 33

Lunch
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We Treat You Like Family

MOVIES
under the stars

FREE

ADMISSION
A Community Service Sponsored by

FREEADMISSION 

Movies start at 8:00 pm
Maspeth Federal Savings Parking Lot

69th St. & Grand Ave., Maspeth 
Bring Your Own Chair or Blanket

Weather Permitting

Wednesday, August 13th

Frozen

(718) 335-1300
MASPETHFEDERAL.COM
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Watch. Learn. Create. QPTV.

Queens Public Television  ·  Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO  ·  Board of Directors - Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman  ·  Nayibe Berger, Sandra Delson, Stuart Domber, John B. Haney, Alfred Harris,  Henry Kee, Joan Serrano-Laufer, Ruth Schlossman

For more information contact Roslyn Nieves, Community Development Manager:  (718) 886-8160 ext. 324  communitydevelopment@qptv.org

41-61 Kissena Boulevard, Suite 2077, Flushing, New York, 11355 FAX (718) 886-8168 |  QPTV Information Line (718) 886-4880
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“Still Grieving” is a program dedicated 

to the cause of raising awareness 

of “black to black” gun violence in 

Southeast Queens. 

The issue of gun violence has been a 

���������	
������
��
��	����	
������


for many years and has left many grieving 

the loss of family members and friends.

Episode 4 -Journeys:

Occasionally mental illness results 

in unfortunate consequences. Journeys 

introduces us to several patients in 

varying stages of recovery from serious 

mental disorders. We also explore the 

unique Living Museum , 

an “asylum” for artists who have some unique stories 

and backgrounds. Dr. Janos Marton explains his 

thinking on how to combat the self-stigmatizing which 

often accompanies mental illness.

AWARD WINNING TELEVISION FROM QPTV
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Watch. Learn. Create. QPTV.

Queens Public Television  ·  Daniel J. Leone, President/CEO  ·  Board of Directors - Patrick J. DiMotta, Chairman  ·  Nayibe Berger, Sandra Delson, Stuart Domber, John B. Haney, Alfred Harris,  Henry Kee, Joan Serrano-Laufer, Ruth Schlossman

For more information contact Roslyn Nieves, Community Development Manager:  (718) 886-8160 ext. 324  communitydevelopment@qptv.org

41-61 Kissena Boulevard, Suite 2077, Flushing, New York, 11355 FAX (718) 886-8168 |  QPTV Information Line (718) 886-4880
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Follow Us!Like Us!
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1995/34 | 1996/56 | 1997 | 1998/79

QPTV.org is Queens Public 

Television’s dynamic web 

community providing a wealth 

of resources, information,

and interactive tools for 

Queens residents. 

QPTV.org provides a gateway 

for the community to find out 

more information about our 

organization, to interact 

with other residents, connect 

with staff and discover 

empowerment via the 

Internet.

   AWARD WINNING MEDIA FROM QPTV
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binding, the City Planning 
Commission can spike the 
entire project or it can ap-
prove the proposal and 
send it to the City Council 
for final approval this fall.

After the hearing was 
over, Weiss said, “there 
were concerns expressed 
to the commission but no 
outright opposition to the 
project. All in all the hear-
ing went as expected and 
fairly well for us.” 

The  commission is not 
expected to rule on the mat-

ter until late September.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

sic movies as “Easy Rider” 
and “Five Easy Pieces.”

Gostkowski planned to 
run a retrospective of her 
films and a new documen-
tary about how she worked 
titled “Karen Black: On 
Acting.”

But after speaking 
with the documentary’s 
director, Russell Brown, 
Gostkowski connected 
with Black’s husband, who 
offered to share a different 
aspect of her career.

“I asked if we could do a 
reading of one of her plays,” 
Gostkowski said. “So we’re 
going to have Sean Young, 
Andrea McArdle and Gail 
Brown [reading]. They are 
doing it for Karen.”

Adding a live-theater 
component to the proceed-
ings was something Gost-
kowski wanted to do last 
year. He is glad to have the 
opportunity now, but ac-

knowledges the festival’s 
focus will remain on film 
and video creations.

On tap will be the U.S. 
premiere of the Australian 
program “Virgins Wanted.” 
The six-part series follows 
a young Brazilian woman 
and a young man from 
South Africa who agree to 
sell their virginity to the 
highest bidder and have the 
whole process filmed.

It was a controversial 
project that prompted many 
overseas viewers to insist 
it was scripted, but after 

watching the episodes that 
will be shown, Gostkowski 
believes it is 100 percent 
real.

“It shows the most 
amazing human emotions,” 
he said. “They both think 
the show is going to be one 
thing, but it is not. It is so 
real.”

But there will be plen-
ty of made-up tales as well.

“The Widowers,” a 
movie set in New York City 
about a spousal loss group, 
has already sold out one of 
its festival showings, Gost-
kowski said. A three-min-
ute short by Steve Baker, 
“The Video Dating Tape of 
Desmondo Ray Aged 33 and 
3/4,” mixes animation and 
live action and has been 
compared to the works of 
Tim Burton.

“This guy has a unique 
vision and a unique voice,” 
Gostkowski said. “This guy 
does in three minutes what 
most people can’t do in two 
hours.”

Continued from Page 28 

Film Fest

thousands of workers are 
underpaid despite their im-
portant operational roles at 
the airports.”

American and Delta 
complied, but United Air-
lines did not agree to the 
wage hikes until mid-July. 
JetBlue remained the last 
holdout until Aug. 6 when 
50 protesters, led by Bishop 
Orlando Fyndlater, of the 
New Hope Christian Fel-
lowship, rallied at JetBlue’s 
corporate headquarters in 
Long Island City.

The bishop and several 
of the workers entered the 
building and asked to meet 
with the airline’s CEO, Da-

vid Barger. After a 30-min-
ute wait, Bishop Fyndlater 
was told that Barger was 
out of town.

The bishop, clearly 
annoyed, went back to the 
workers outside and said, 
“We will continue to fight 
on your behalf until you get 
everything you deserve.”

A JetBlue representa-
tive arrived with a corpo-
rate statement claiming 
the airline had reached 
an agreement to raise the 
wages during a meeting 
with the Port Authority 
in April. A source said the 
April meeting was just talk 
and that no agreement was 
reached at that time.

Cuomo’s announce-
ment was a victory for 
the workers, thousands of 
whom voted to join SEIU 

32BJ in May, after the 
union organized the move-
ment.

“Today marks the first 
step in changing the lives of 
thousands of low-wage air-
port workers,” SEIU 32BJ 
President Hector Figueroa 
said. “The commitment of 
Gov. Cuomo and Port Au-
thority Executive Director 
Patrick Foye and the result-
ing outcomes are a clear 
example of what a power-
ful force government can 
be in transforming lives 
and making communities 
stronger.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 4 

JetBlue

Continued from Page 2 

Astoria Cove

IF YOU GO
Chain NYC Film Festival

When: Through Aug. 17
Where: The Chain 
Theatre, 21-28 45th Road, 
Long Island City
Cost: $10
Website: chain-theatre.
org

Northeastern Adventist Book 
& Health Food Center

Sale is for the month of August. Sale applies as long as supplies last. No rain checks.

Northeastern ABC

Vegan Cheddar Cheese 

Vegan Mozzarella Cheese

Braggs Liquid Aminos 

Sunspire Coconut Bar

Tofurky Pockets, BBQ Chick’N

Tofurky Pockets, Broccoli & Cheddar
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When it comes to catch-
ing the hottest trends and the 
next big thing foodies will be 
blogging about, the world 
descends upon on New York 
City each summer to check 
out the Fancy Food Show. 

Although the event, 
which attracts more than 
40,000 retailers, restau-
rateurs, distributors and 
food writers, takes place at 
Manhattan’s Javits Center, 
Queens is always a presence 
at this foodapalooza. 

The variety of products 
Queens-based businesses 
concoct in the area of confec-
tions, cheese, coffee, snacks, 

spices, ethnic and organic 
mirrors the diversity of the 
borough.  

And because shopping 
local is a trend that has been 
gaining traction, below is 
a list of Queens companies 
represented at last month’s 
show, and where you can 
find their products.  

Cocktail Crate 
Astoria resident Alex 

Abbot Boyd launched Cock-
tail Crate through crowd-
funding site Kickstarter in 
the fall of 2012. 

Cocktail Crate hand-
makes craft cocktail mixers 
in New York City from fresh, 

local, and organic ingredi-
ents. The mixers come in 375 
milliliter glass flask bottles 
and flavors include Sriracha 
Margarita, ginger bee, lav-
ender bloom, and spiced old 
fashioned. 

23-23 Borden Ave. 
Long Island City
(718) 316-2033
www.cocktailcrate.com

Grand Prix 
Trading Corp. 
Grand Prix Trading 

Corp. is a leading full-ser-
vice food importer from the 
Mediterranean and Balkans 
region with distribution cen-

ters in New York, Chicago, 
St. Louis, Detroit, and Atlan-
ta.  It imports over 1,000 va-
rieties of packaged Eastern 
European delicacies, with 
emphasis on cookies, crack-
ers, candies and soup mixes.

Their brands include: 
ADM, Adria Zadar, Api-
cola, Bambi, Belje, Biljana, 
Borsec, Brother and Sister, 
Cedevita, Cockta, Crvenka, 
Dana, Damirex, Dem Cof-
fee, Doncafe, Droga, Emo, 
Franck, Fructal, Grand, Iv-
kis, Jupi, Karolina, Kiseljak, 
Klas, Knjaz Milos, Koestlin, 
Kras, Podravka, Radenska, 
Raureni and Sejega. 

75a Onderdonk Ave. 

From chocolate to cocktails and coffee to kimchi, 
Queens is home to a host of culinary creators

Sample fl avors of the world 
without leaving the borough Cocktail Crate 

Fairway Market, 242-02 61st Ave. 
(Lower Level of Douglaston Plaza 
Shopping Center
Astoria Beer & Cheese,
34-14 Broadway and 
35-11 Ditmars Blvd., Astoria
Food Cellar, 4-85 47th Road, 
Long Island City
Lockwood, 32-15 33rd St., Astoria

Grand Prix Trading 
Corp. 
Euro Market, 
30-42 31st St. Astoria 

Kopi Trading Co.
Natural Frontier Market, 
12-01 Jackson Ave., 
Long Island City
Cranberry Market, 28-02 42nd 
Road, Long Island City

Madelaine Chocolate 
Co. 
Bauer’s Bake Shop, 64-59 Dry 
Harbor Road, Middle Village
Oh! Nuts Boro Park, 21-11 31 Ave., 
Long Island City
Celebration Cards LLC, 29-16 

Ditmars Blvd., Astoria 
Lazar’s Chocolate, 72 Middle 
Neck Road, Great Neck

Maya Overseas Foods
Trade Fair Supermarkets in 
Astoria, Jackson Heights 
and Richmond Hill
C-town Astoria, Jamaica 
and Richmond Hill

Mother-In-Law’s 
Kimchi 
No Queens retail outlets.  
Available from www.milkimchi.com

The Ravioli Store/The 
Quesadilla Store
Food Cellar, Long Island City
Fresh Direct, www.freshdirect.
com
Fairway Market, Douglaston

Schaller & Weber 
Singlecut Brewery, 
19-33 37th St., Astoria
Butcher Block, 
43-46 41st St., Sunnyside
Fairway, Douglaston
Euro Market, Astoria

Continued on Page 44

WHERE TO FIND THE FANCY 
FOODS OF QUEENS

Long Island City’s Cocktail Crate offers 
drink mixers in a variety of flavors.  

Photo courtesy Cocktail Crate
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Answers in Sports

8 3
1 6 7 3 4

4 1 5
9 5 2 1 8 7

8 6 9 7 1 3
1 8 3

4 7 2 5 8
2 9

5 6 1 8
8 7 9

6
5 3

6 4 3 7 8
4 7

1
9 2 4

7 5 8 2

Easy #2 Hard #2

EVENTS

Dragon Boat Festival — The 
24th annual Hong Kong Dragon 
Boat Festival brings two days 
of dragon boat races, cultural 
performances, demonstrations 
and international food to 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park.
When: Saturday, Aug. 9 and 
Sunday, Aug. 10, starting at 
10:30 am
Where: Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Cost: Free
Website: www.hkdbf-ny.org

Rockaway Beach Boardwalk 
Super Craft and Gift Fair — A 
variety of vendors will be lined 
up on the boardwalk selling art, 
crafts and gifts. 
When: Saturday, Aug. 9 and 
Sunday, Aug. 10, from 10 am - 
5pm
Where: Beach 86th Street and 
the Boardwalk, Rockaway Beach
Cost: Free

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Website: www.
LongIslandStreetFairs.com

MUSIC

Warm Up 2014 — MoMA PS 1 
weekly outdoor music series 
continues with performances 
by George FitzGerald, Martyn, 
Leon Vynehall, Aurora Halal and 
Matrixxman.
When: Saturday, Aug. 9, from 3 
pm to 9 pm, doors open at noon
Where: MoMA PS 1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $18/advance, $20/at door
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

Modest Mouse — The indie 
rockers perform at the 
Westside Tennis Club in Forest 
Hills. 
When: Saturday, Aug. 9, doors 
at 5 pm, show begins at 6:30 pm
Where: Forest Hills Stadium, 
One Tennis Place, Forest Hills
Cost: $49.50

Website: foresthillsstadium.
com

Artists at Noguchi: Bang 
on a Can Music Series — The 
museum’s concert series in 
the garden continues with the 
string ensemble JACK Quartet. 
When: Sunday, Aug. 10, at 3 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students 
and seniors, Free/children 
under 12, NYC high school 
students with ID
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

Jan Leder Quintet — An 
evening of smooth jazz with 
the Jan Leder Quintet featuring 
vocalist Andrea Wolper. 
When: Sunday, Aug. 10, from 5 
pm - 7 pm 
Where: Beach 17th and Seagirt 
Boulevard, Rockaway Beach
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 318-4000
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Waterfront Concert Series 
— The Central Astoria Local 
Development Coalition presents 
the rock ’n’ roll band The 
Regulars.
When: Thursday, Aug. 14, at 
7:30 pm
Where: Astoria Park Great 

Continued on Page 46
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$25.95

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

$27.95
 A  B  C

From
From

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$28.95

1 of 3 Choices

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

Stuffed Shells
Tortellini w/Meat Sauce

Ravioli
Baked Ziti

Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil
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Ridgewood
(718) 821-8563
(718) 418-9300 
www.grandprixtrad-

ing.com

Kopi Trading Co.
The Kopi Trading Co. 

is a coffee roaster, based in 
Long Island City. It special-
izes in single origin, organic 
Indonesian coffee roasted 

locally in small batches.  
Currently it sources coffee 
from South Sulawesi, Bali, 
and Aceh. The Aceh varietal 
from North Sumatra is a me-
dium roast coffee with notes 
of cherry and chocolate. The 
Toraja, from South Sulawe-
si, is brought to life through 
a full city roast, alluding to 
hints of cedar and vanilla. 
The Bali is a medium roast 
with touches of chocolate 
and cinnamon.  

The Kopi Trading Co 
is also one of a handful of 
American-based producers 
of humanely harvested Wild 

Civet (Kopi Luwak) coffee 
– the kind that is harvested 
from civet poop!

11-25 45th Ave.
Long Island City
(516) 448-7816
www.kopitradingco.com

Madelaine 
Chocolate Co. 

After being devastated 
by Hurricane Sandy, Made-
laine Chocolate Co. is up and 
running despite the absence 
of government assistance 
from those elusive recovery 

funds, according to Jorge 
Farber, president/CEO.  

The Madelaine Choco-
late Co. has been a lead-
ing U.S. manufacturer of 
seasonal and other molded 
foiled chocolate novelties for 
three generations spanning 
over sixty years.  Whether 
it is scary treats for Hallow-
een, or chocolate cigars to 
trumpet your family’s new 
arrival, they’ve got choco-
lates for every occasion.  The 
company is family owned 
and located in Rockaway 
Beach.

9603 Beach 
Channel Drive 
Rockaway Beach 
(718) 945-1500
(718) 318-4607 
www.madelainechoco-

late.com

Maya Overseas 
Foods

In business for over 
25 years now, Maya Over-

seas Foods Inc. is currently 
a major supplier of Indian 
groceries and spices to over 
800 stores on the East Coast. 
What is now a thriving, well 
-established business, began 
back in 1973 as a simple gro-
cery store in Queens.

Maya’s extensive prod-
uct line includes a variety of 
spices, pickles, ghee (clari-
fied butter), oils, pastes and 
chutneys, snacks, sweets, 
atta (wheat flour), rice, man-
go pulp, dals and beans, bas-
mati rice and many more, 
all of which are specifically 
attuned to the South Asian 
palate. 

48-85 Maspeth Ave, 
Maspeth
(718) 894 5145
www.mayafoods.com

Mother-In-Law’s 
Kimchi 

Mother-in-Law’s Kim-
chi produces artisanal kim-
chee, the incendiary pickled 

cabbage that is a staple of 
Korean cuisine.  Although 
Mother-in-Law’s Kimchi’s 
recipe comes from the kitch-
en of founder Lauryn Chun’s 
mother’s California restau-
rant, its name refers to the 
Korean tradition of new 
bride’s receiving their moth-
er-in-law’s kimchee recipe.

In addition to kim-
chee, they have introduced 
a Gochujang collection of 
condiment pastes made 
from fermented chile paste 
in four different flavor pro-
files.  They can be used as 
you would tomato paste in 
cooking, dips, sauces or 
sandwich spread for spicy 
umami flavors. The Sesame 
02 version was a 2014 sofi 
(specialty outstanding food 
innovation) award finalist at 
the Fancy Food Show.  

Po Box 8517 
Long Island City, 
NY  11101-8517 
917-940-5972
www.milkimchi.com1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53

54 55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

Across 
1. Steamers
6. Birds in barns
10. Scattered, as seeds
14. Torah expert
15. Caspian Sea feeder
16. Canyon sound
17. Revolving door
recommendation
19. Not on the rocks
20. Treat like a dog?
21. Get rid of
22. Infuse with an antiseptic
24. Tennis star Kournikova
25. Witty Nash
26. Autumn bloomers
29. Bike, e.g.
33. March marchers
35. Calls the bet
36. Anger
37. Clamor
38. Gofer's jobs
41. Convent dweller
42. Motor oil abbr.
43. Smell
44. Skilled
46. The Story of The
_______
50. Sciences' partner
51. One way to read
52. "No problem!"
54. Oriental dish of meat and
rice (Var.)
56. Malaria symptom
57. Compact weapon
60. Windy City business
district
61. Like cats and dogs
64. Elevator inventor
65. Mark's replacement
66. Sign of life
67. A fisherman may spin one
68. Poker variety

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

August 8-14, 2014

By Bill Deasy

Numbers Game

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

B A L L S O M A N M O L E
A L I O N H A R E C H I A
T A K E A I L E S G E M S

W E S T P O I N T C A D E T
S C R T E A R

K O A H E R A D U R E S S
A R G O G U N S S E T T O
P O I N T O F N O R E T U R N
P U R E E F A R E T I E A
A T L A S T S E A L S P R

C L O T C A D
E X T R A P O I N T K I C K
E V O O C O N E E M A I L
R I O S A T T A R E L E E
S I T S T H O R S A L V O

69. Piques

Down
1. Jockey's whip
2. Runner's assignment
3. Assist, in a way
4. Second degree?
5. Keep under wraps
6. Jesse James, e.g.
7. Habeas corpus, e.g.
8. On the ___ (fleeing)
9. Rode over snow
10. Name on an envelope
11. Queen Elizabeth, for one
12. Second baseman in a
noted comedy routine
13. Musical mark
18. Bee or Em
23. Texas oil city
24. Biblical beast
25. "A Prayer for ___ Meany"
26. Center

27. Dickens's Heep
28. Petroleum derivative sold
in drugstores
30. Japanese port
31. Explode
32. Monopoly income
34. "...upon receipt ___"
39. Gave the cold shoulder
40. Marsh plant
45. Doris of "Pillow Talk"
47. Pass, as time
48. Verb in Rogaine ads
49. Bellow in the bookstore?
53. Oozes
54. Scheme
55. Smidgen
56. Air
57. Wrinkly fruit
58. Grated lemon rind
59. Bad day for Caesar
62. Lord's Prayer start
63. Starter's need

SHOW THE WAY

PRODUCTIONS

“Two Gentlemen of Verona” 
— Hip to Hip’s other production 
this summer is Shakespeare’s 
slapstick comedy about 
love, friendship, betrayal, 
forgiveness and a dog. 
The evening begins with a 
30-minute Kids and the Classics 
program. 
When: Friday, Aug. 8, at 7 pm; 
Sunday, Aug. 10, at 4:30 pm; 
Wednesday, Aug. 13, at 7 pm
Where: Aug. 8 at Sunnyside 
Gardens Park, 48-21 39th Ave., 
Sunnyside; Aug. 10 at Socrates 
Sculpture Park, 32-01 Vernon 
Blvd., Long Island City; Aug. 13 
at Voekler Orth Museum, 149-19 
38th Ave., Flushing 
Cost: Free
Website: www.hiptohip.org

“Cymbeline” — Hip to Hip 
Theatre Co. opens its eighth 
season with Shakespeare’s play 
that combines tragedy, comedy 
and romance. The evening 
begins with a 30-minute Kids 
and the Classics program. 
When: Saturday, Aug. 9, at 7 
pm; Thursday, Aug. 14, at 7:30 
pm
Where: Aug. 9 at Gantry Plaza 
State Park, 4-09 47th Road, 
Long Island City; Aug. 14 at 

Cunningham Park, 73rd Avenue 
near the Clearview Expressway, 
Oakland Gardens
Cost: Free
Website: www.hiptohip.org

“Bye, Bye Birdie” — The 
Tony award-winning musical 
parodies the mania surrounding 
the drafting of Elvis into the 
U.S. Army, and includes the 
classic show tunes “Kids” and 
“Put on a Happy Face.”
When: Aug. 8 to Aug. 17, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday 
at 3 pm
Where: Aug. 8 and Aug 9 at 
Glendale/Maspeth United 
Methodist Church, 66-14 Central 
Ave., Glendale; Aug. 10, Aug. 
16 and Aug. 17 at Community 
United Methodist Church, 
75-27 Metropolitan Ave. Middle 
Village.
Cost: $18/adults, $15/children 
12 and under, $15/seniors on 
Sunday matinees only
Contact: (718) 894-8654
Website: www.jcplayers.com

“Godspell” — This pre-
”Wicked” Stephen Schwartz 
musical is based on the Book 
of Matthew from the New 
Testament. 
When: Aug. 8 to Aug. 17, 
Wednesdays - Saturdays at 8 
pm, Sundays at 2 pm
Where: St. Gregory Theatre 

Group, Gregorian Hall, 244-44 
87th Ave., Bellerose
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors 
and $7/children
Contact: (718) 989-2451
Website: www.sgtg.org

Theatre By the Bay’s One 
Act Plays Festival — A public 
reading of original plays. 
Complimentary refreshments 
will be served.
When: Sunday, Aug. 10, at 1 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Garden 
Jewish Center, 13-00 209th St., 
Bayside
Cost: $10/cash only
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.
theatrebythebayny.com

Auditions

“Thoroughly Modern Millie” — 
FSF Community Theatre Group 
will hold chorus auditions 
for men and women over 16, 
who can sing and dance. The 
performances will take place in 
November. 
When: Tuesday, Aug. 12
Where: The Free Synagogue of 
Flushing, 136-23 Sanford Ave., 
Flushing
Contact: (516) 521-5500

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 

Food
Continued from Page 41
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

We chose to vacation 
in England this summer.  
The deciding factor was our 
daughter’s resident status 
in Old Blighty, but there 
were plenty of collateral 
benefits.  Chief among them 
was the proliferation of gas-
tropubs.  

Gone are the days 
when British pub grub was 
an afterthought to getting 
wasted.  Getting wasted has 
not gone out of style, but the 
food has become much more 
of a forethought with no 
malice. Starchy, leaden con-
coctions with gravy have 
given way to menus tout-
ing the provenance and au-
thenticity of their artisanal 
ingredients—just like here, 
only they did it first.

Not quite ready to let go 
of that post-vacation buzz, 
we were delighted to find 

Snowdonia, a gastropub in 
Astoria with ties, however 
loose, to the UK.  

Co-owner Tom Davies 
originally hails from Wales, 
and the name is an homage 
to that mountainous region.  

As further reminder, the 
walls of this petite establish-
ment are adorned with skis.  
There is a quirky sensibil-
ity here, with a television 
tuned either to old movies or 
animated features on Net-

flix.  Checks are presented 
clipped to vintage bodice 
ripper paperbacks.

Traditional Anglo-
Welsh dishes happily share 
the menu with others with a 
New American derivation, 
including Wales’ national 
dish, Welsh rarebit — an 
aggrandized grilled cheese 
sandwich.  Craft beers, 
many of them local, domi-
nate the bar list. There is 
a concise, affordable wine 
list by bottle or glass, and a 
choice of some clever cock-

tails.
Like the menu, (and 

our marriage), we split our 
choices between British-
ness and Americana.  Glam-
organs, traditional vegetar-
ian Welsh sausages with 
leeks and cheese, coated 
with breadcrumbs were like 
sausage-shaped croquettes 
with a mayonnaise based 
dipping sauce.  Oysters & 
Oysters were deep-fried oys-
ters and oyster mushrooms 
with Carolina sauce.  The 
batter was pleasantly frothy, 
but made the mollusks diffi-
cult to distinguish from the 
funghi.  Both dishes make 
great noshes while hoisting 
a few.

Watermelon salad with 
mint, arugula, goat cheese, 
and bacon was piquant and 
refreshing, especially after 
all the fried stuff.

Again with the frying, 

Blimey, eatery serves tastes of jolly old England
Astoria’s Snowdonia gastropub marries traditional English cuisine with American bar food fl avors

Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner 

and the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza with the purchase of an entree

Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

THURSDAYS
HALF PRICE 

BOTTLE OF WINE
Choose from any bottle on our list

Open Tuesday through Saturday, Noon to 10 pm
Sunday, Noon to 9 pm

21-64 Utopia Parkway
Whitestone, NY
(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.comPIZZERIA

20% OFF
CATERING!

From delectable appetizers to delicious 
entreés, our catering is guaranteed to 

satisfy guests of all ages!

Catering for all occasions 
and all budgets available.

FREE DELIVERY

Left: Glamorgans, a traditional Welsh vegetarian sausage made 
with leeks and cheese, is served with a mayonnaise-based dip-
ping sauce at Snowdonia in Astoria. Right: Snowdonia offers a mo-
cha panna cotta served in a jam jar on its dessert menu. 
 Photo by Suzanne Parker

Snowdonia
34-55 32nd St., Astoria

(347) 730-5783
www.snowdoniapub.com

Price Range: Starters; $8—11, 
Mains: $15--17

Cuisine: Gastropub grub
Setting: Small, cozy pub

Service: Friendly, attentive.
Hours: Saturday - Monday 

11 a.m. - 4 a.m., 
Tuesday - Friday 
5 p.m. - 4 a.m.

Reservations: No
Alcohol: Full Bar
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: Hey, it’s a bar.
Music: No

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes

Noise level: Acceptable
Handicap accessible: Yes

WIFI: Free

Continued on Page 46
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Lawn, Shore Boulevard, Astoria
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 728-7820
Website: www.centralastoria.
org

FILM

Movies Under the Stars — 
Catch the 1964 black comedy 
classic “Dr. Strangelove: or How 
I Learned to Stop Worrying and 
Love the Bomb.”
When: Monday, Aug. 11, at 8 pm, 

Rain date is Aug. 12
Where: Main Park House in 
Cunningham Park, 196th Street 
and Union Turnpike, Hollis
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 776-0500
Website: www.
friendsofcunninghampark.org

Arts
Continued from Page 42

BY MERLE EXIT

Craig A. Meyer remembers 
when rock was young, when he 
and Suzie had so much fun. 

Well, it wasn’t Suzie, but an-
other friend who suggested Meyer 
take his flair for music and try to 
channel the ultimate ’70s rocker 
— Elton John.  

“A very dear friend of mine, 
Melody Knighton, who does (im-
personates) Dolly Parton and Lu-
cille Ball was working at the same 
studio, where she suggested that I 
do Elton John,” Meyer said.  “At 
first I didn’t want to go that route. 
Two years later, doing a benefit, 
I sang two Elton John songs and 
got positive feedback on how I 
sang and played the piano like 
him.   With Melody’s assistance 
on costuming, makeup and public 
relations, it all got started.”

On Aug. 16, Meyer brings 
his Almost Elton John show, fea-
turing the Rocket Band, to the 
Queens Theatre

The tribute show began five 
years ago.  He then added the sev-
en-musician Rocket Band three 
years later. The tour has taken 
him all over the United States and 
around the world.

“By the end of the show 

people are dancing in the aisles,” 
said Meyer.  “It doesn’t even mat-
ter what their age is.  We’ve done 
the concert circle in Florida 
where people are up with their 
walkers.”

Meyer, who hails from At-

lanta, has visited Queens a num-
ber of times as he had stayed with 
friends living in Astoria each 
time he comes to New York.   

Originally from Los Ange-
les, Meyer began his career as a 
young boy first learning to dance, 

Almost Elton John brings icon’s music to boro
Rocket Man soundalike Craig Meyer performs at Queens Theatre in Flushing Meadows Corona Park

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

then teaching himself to play the 
piano. He has had parts in both 
film and on stage as a working ac-
tor for most of his life.

“What’s funny about the 
film industry is that you can do 
a full scene, such as one I did in 
‘Identity Thief,’ and it winds up 
on the cutting room floor as four 
lines,” he said. “When it comes to 
getting the residuals, though, it’s 
sweet!”

Craig A. Meyer brings his Almost Elton John show to the Queens Theatre Aug. 16. Photo courtesy Craig A. Meyer

IF YOU GO
Almost Elton John

When: Saturday, Aug. 16, at  
pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: $45
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

the fish (pollack) and chips 
would have made any Lon-
don chippie proud.  The 
batter was light and crisp, 
fries the same.  If we have 
any kvetch, it’s that they 
were stingy with the mushy 
peas.  Granted, most people 
hate mushy peas, but if you 
like them you want more.

Mac & Cheese Burger, 
consisting of panko bread-
ed macaroni and cheese 
bun with tomato and on-
ions and a substantial meat 
patty was daunting.  Taken 
individually, all the com-
ponents were worthy.  The 
meat was juicy, and the mac 
‘n’ cheese as promised.  The 

problem is that there is no 
equivalency of heft between 
a bun and a slab of fried mac 
’n’ cheese.  If you regard a 
burger as something that 
you should be able to pick 
up like a sandwich and take 
all encompassing bites of, I 
dare you to do it with this 
pup.  In order to bite from 
to top to bottom, we would 
need unhinged jaws.  Still, 
eating the burger as a Salis-
bury steak with two sides 
of fried mac ‘n’ cheese was 
pretty tasty.  But halving 
the thickness of the “buns” 
would have made it a pos-
sible burger.

Dessert, espresso and 
mocha panna cotta, was 
not too sweet, light and 
charmingly presented in a 
jam jar.

The Bottom Line
Snowdonia lives up to 

expectations for a good lo-
cal gastropub, equally in-
viting for a drink or a meal.  
During the summer they 
host a Craft Beer Clambake 
on Monday nights featuring 
fresh seafood and Coney Is-
land Beer.  They also do a 
brunch with a menu item 
that sounds like it was cus-
tom created for our daugh-
ters.  It’s called the “Half 
English.”

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide to 
Ethnic Dining in America’s 
Melting Pot, Queens, N.Y.” 
She can be reached by e-mail 
at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

Snowdonia
Continued from Page 45
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

OFF THE HOOK THE HOME OF EURO-SOUL CUISINET

TO BE FEATURED IN OUR GUIDE TO DINING CALL FOR INFORMATION: 718.260.4521
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Bill’s Cyclery opened its 
doors in 1939 and has survived 
several economic downturns, re-
cessions and even changing life-
styles.

But recently the business, 
in Woodside underneath the No. 
7 line, is battling an unexpected 
enemy.

Ever since shopping over the 
Internet became as common as 
making a phone call, these spe-
cialized businesses suffered a de-
crease in their sales.

“A lot of our competition ba-
sically comes from the Internet,” 
said Mark Rivera, co-owner at 
Bill’s Cyclery, at 63-24 Roosevelt 
Ave.

But getting a bike with the 
click of a mouse comes with 
risks.

“Some people buy them via 
the Internet and then go to stores 
to assemble their bikes and have 
to pay $50,” added Rivera, who is 
also a mechanic at Bill’s.

And if they have problems 
with their acquired two-wheel-
ers, like a lost pedal or a malfunc-
tioning of the brakes, the Internet 
does not fix them.

“At the end, Internet shop-
pers end up paying more for their 
bikes than buying them in a 
store,” said Rivera.

Bill’s is one of the oldest bike 

shops in Queens. About 15 years 
ago Rivera and his brother José 
bought the store.

They do not just sell bikes 
but provide professional custom-
er service and a warranty for all 
new bicycles.

“We offer two years of free 
service,” Rivera pointed out, as 
he was tuning up a bike in the re-
pair section of the store.

Rivera noticed in past years 
that Woodside residents, in par-
ticular, and Queens, in general, 

are becoming more interested in 
biking.

“A lot of people are riding in 
groups, and this is a great city to 
use a bicycle to get to work or just 
to move around,” he said. “You 
get around a lot faster.”

At Bill’s, bike prices range
from around $200 to $2,000,
but generally customers spend
around $400 to $600 for a “nice
bike, with the two years of free
service,” said Rivera.

And bike aficionados do not
just stop by the store to buy or
repair a two-wheel vehicle. They
also chat about cycling.

Recently, the Tour de France
was the topic. Italian Vicenzo
Nibali won the latest edition of
the prestigious event, becoming
a triple crown winner: Tour de
France, Italy’s Giro and Spain’s
La Vuelta).

Bill’s has in its store all sorts
of bikes, including mountain
bikes, but the fixed gear bicycles
are becoming more popular.

“They are trendy, fun, fast
and have low maintenance,” ex-
plained Rivera.

The bike mechanic recom-
mends that when someone buys
a new bike from his store, the
cylcist should come back in two
weeks for the first tune-up.

“This way we make sure
everything is in place and noth-
ing is loose,” he said. “After that,
every few months is enough to
maintain the bike in very good
condition.”

Reach reporter Juan Soto by
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com or by
phone at 718-260-4564.

Wheel over to Bill’s Cyclery in Woodside
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mary.
But what seemed to 

be a crowded five-way race 
will turn into a three-way 
primary to unseat Smith, 
who has held the office that 
stretches from Laurelton to 
parts of Forest Hills since 
2000.

Smith, who could not 
be reached for comment on 
the primary, was indicted 
on bribery and wire fraud 
charges back in 2013.  A 
federal judge declared a 
mistrial in June and a new 
trial is scheduled for Janu-
ary.

More than two weeks 
ago, small businessman 
Clyde Vanel announced 
that he was dropping out of 
the race.

One of Smith’s chal-
lengers, former City Coun-
cilman Leroy Comrie, 
decided to run in April be-
cause he said the state sena-
tor “is no longer able to de-
liver to his constituents.”

He also said neighbors 
in the district “have asked 
me to come back to public 
office.” He served three 
terms in the Council and 

is now the deputy borough 
president.

Comrie has stockpiled 
an important number of 
endorsements, from la-
bor unions to lawmakers, 
including Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Al-
bans) and the Rev. Charles 
Norris, a political force in 
southeast Queens. Also 
behind Comrie are labor 
unions 1199 and 32BJ.

The former council-
man said he has the expe-
rience needed to “bring 
resources, programs and 
opportunities to the com-
munity.”

He has raised more 
than $70,000 for the race so 
far.

Another challenger, 
attorney Munir Avery, 
said he threw his hat into 
the race to “make sure the 
opportunities that I had 
growing up are here for our 
kids.”

Avery, who has close 
ties to county politics and 
is a lead counsel for state 
Assemblyman Michael Si-
manowitz (D-Flushing), 
said Smith’s indictment 
makes it “impossible for 
him to do the job of repre-
senting the community.”

He pointed out that the 

embattled senator “had one 
of the worse records” in 
Albany. Smith, who spent 
part of the session on trial 
in a federal corruption 
case, missed 808 votes.

Avery, also vice presi-
dent of the Adlai Stevenson 
Regular Democratic Club, 
said that as a Democrat “I 
was saddened to see how 
Democrats decided to leave 
the party and go with the 
Republicans” in the Senate.  
He was referring to Smith’s 
efforts to win the Republi-
can nomination for mayor 
in 2003, a move that ended 
with his being indicted on 
corruption charges.

He has raised more 
than $60,000 from more 
than 300 donors. He has 
the backing of Unite Here 
Local 100, a food service 
and restaurant workers 
union, and of the Muslim 
Democratic Club, a New 
York City-based organiza-
tion “dedicated to helping 
to elect responsible Demo-
crats to local office.”

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

eled to Zambia to address 
more than 30 delegates 

from around the world at a 
conference on sustainable 
economic development, the 
center said.

The office number for 
the organization was not in 
service this week.

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Continued from Page 2 
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will be realized when this 
property is adaptively re-
used.”

And transit bloggers, 
such as 2nd Ave. Sagas, 
branded Miller’s proposal a 
“not in my backyard” move 
that keeps the QueensWay 
out of his district and cedes 
a few blocks of his territory 
for a rail line that “solves no 
one’s mobility concerns..”
Borough President Me-
linda Katz, Assemblyman 
Andrew Hevesi (D-Forest 
Hills) and City Councilman 
Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) 

said they have not taken a 
position on the matter, with 
most citing their desire to 
hear from more constitu-
ents or see concrete plans 
and cost estimates before 
making a decision.

Councilwoman Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills) 
has come out against rail 
service, saying it would de-
stroy quality of life in her 
district.

Assemblyman Phil 
Goldfeder (D-Rockaway 
Beach) and U.S. Reps. Greg-
ory Meeks (D-Jamaica) 
and Hakeem Jeffries (D-
Brooklyn), whose district 
includes southwest Queens 
neighborhoods, have indi-
cated support for bringing 

back trains.
State Sen. Joseph Add-

abbo Jr. (D-Howard Beach) 
said he sympathizes with 
the transit activists, but 
believes the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority’s 
lack of support may make it 
untenable.

Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing), whose district 
encompasses the northern 
part of the rail bed, did 
not respond to requests for 
comment.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 5 

Rockaway

Continued from Page 5 

Nonprofi t

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Family
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CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537

 

IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Rachel Daly went back 

to excelling at stopping 
goals instead of scoring 
them.

The St. John’s Univer-
sity junior was a defender 
all her life before posting 
a record-setting season at 
forward for the Red Storm 
women’s soccer team last 
season.

Daly didn’t miss a 
beat when she returned to 
play the back line with the 
L.A. Blues of the pro-am W-
League this summer. The 
English import, who scored 
a St. John’s record 23 goals 
last year, was named to the 
All-Conference team and 
helped the Blues to a fourth 
title in seven seasons dur-
ing her first year with the 
club.

“That was great for me 
because I have been play-
ing forward all year for St. 
John’s,” Daly said. “Getting 
on the All-Conference team 
as a defender was obviously 
a big thing for me because 
they could have chosen 
from any of our back four.”

She called the Blues, 
which consisted of some of 
the nation’s best players, 

one of the best teams she 
has ever played on. Daly, 
who is in her second season 
with the league, knew from 
early on in the season they 

would be the favorite to win 
it all.

Los Angeles ended up 
beating the Washington 
Spirit 6-1 in the title game 
July 27. Daly scored twice 
on corner kick for the Blues 
during the season.

“We spent such a close 
season together,” Daly said. 

Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Justin Wright-Fore-

man sensed his breakout 
performance was coming, 
but even he couldn’t have 
expected what happened 
next.

“I just felt good going 
into the game,” he said. “I 
got a good rest at the hotel. 
I told myself, ‘I think I’ll 
have a good game today.’ I 
came out energetic and it 
happened.”

The rising Construc-
tion senior guard put on a 
near-flawless performance 
with plenty of college coach-
es looking on. He poured in 
48 points, grabbed five re-
bounds and dished out four 
assists to help his New York 
Rens travel team in a win 
over the Ohio Basketball 
Club at the Adidas Super 64 
tournament in Las Vegas 
in late July.

The 6-foot-1 Wright-
Foreman was a perfect 
5-for-5 from three-point 
range, shot 14-for-16 from 
the field and made 15-of-17 
free throws.

Rens C oach Artie Cox 
said the effort left many col-
lege coaches shaking their 
heads while looking at the 
box score. They were won-
dering who Wright-Fore-
man was. Many of them 
came to watch Christ the 
King star Rawle Alkins, one 
of the nation’s top recruit-
ers, play. Wright-Foreman 
opened the game with con-
secutive treys and things 
rolled on from there.

“His shot was just per-
fect,” Cox said. “Every shot 
looked great. I didn’t real-
ize he had 48. It just came in 
the flow of the game. It was 
a natural 48. It was amazing 
that he didn’t miss. It was 
just an amazing game.”

Wright-Foreman, a 
combo-guard, increased 
his number of scholarship 
offers and is beginning to 
get interest from Atlantic-10 
schools. Niagara, Fairfield, 
High Point, Kent State, Cal-
State Bakersfield (FIX), Ca-
nisius, Iona, Sacred Heart, 
LIU, St. Francis Brooklyn 
and Hofstra have all offered 
Wright-Foreman.

“Smaller version 
of Bootsy Thornton that 
played at St. John’s,” said 
one Division-I assistant 
coach who watched Wright-
Foreman on multiple occa-
sions. “Lefty scorer who 
is not really a shooter, 
but when the ball is in his 
hands, it more than likely 
ends up in the basket.”

The 48-point game was 

part of an outstanding over-
all tournament. Wright-
Foreman led in the event in 
field goal percentage at 72.1 
percent and was second in 
scoring with 27 points per 
contest. He attributes some 
of it in part to the 6 a.m. 
shooting workouts he had 
before heading to Vegas 
with trainer and Queens 

Boro player earns scholarship
Contruction’s Wright-Foreman scores 48 pts. in front of college coaches

Continued on Page 53 Continued on Page 53

St. John’s junior Rachel Daly helped the L.A. Blues win the W-League 
championship in July. Photo courtesy St. John’s Athletics

SJU star Daly excels 
in pro-am soccer club

Construction’s Justine Wright-Foreman plays against Cardozo in January. Photo by Caroll Alvarado

She was a 
defender all 

her life before 
posting a record-

setting season 
at forward for 
the Red Storm 

women’s soccer 
team last 
season.
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BY BRANDON ROBINSON
 
New York Knicks 

guard Tim Hardaway Jr. 
returned to the Big Apple 
after competing against 
the U.S. National Team to 
share his story as part of 
the Citi Kids program, an 
educational and motiva-
tional community-based 
initiative for middle and 
high school students.

Some 200 students 
ages 6-12 from YMCAs in 
Flushing and Ridgewood 
were in attendance at Citi 
Field Aug. 4 to hear Hard-
away share his passion for 
basketball and the steps he 
took to attain his dream of 
playing in the NBA.

“It’s important to stay 
dedicated and important to 
execute your plan,” Hard-
away told the kids in atten-
dance. “Your dreams will 
come true with a hard work 
ethic.”

He also talked to the 
kids about keeping good 
company, working on their 
craft daily and having fun 
in the process. The kids 
soaked up Hardaway’s mes-
sage.

“I thought it was pret-
ty cool that a professional 

basketball player would 
take the time to speak to 
us,” said Angelica Ferra, 
of Grover Cleveland High 
School.

Now in its sixth sea-
son, Citi Kids is an ini-

tiative for New York City 
middle and high school stu-
dents developed by Citi in 
collaboration with the Mets 
and the Jackie Robinson 
Foundation.

Hardaway was named 

to the NBA All Rookie 
First-Team last season af-
ter averaging 10 points a 
game. He also threw out the 
first pitch that afternoon 
in a matchup between the 
Mets and San Francisco 

Giants. His pitch wasn’t a 
strike as it was a bit high, 
but it did get around the 
plate. His presence was all 
that mattered to the YMCA 
member.

“I know he was just 

away for the USA Basket-
ball training and he came 
out to Queens,” said Jeffrey 
Zelaya, a camp counselor 
for YMCA of Flushing. “You 
don’t see many basketball 
players come out here.”

A native of Miami, 
Florida, Hardaway grew 
up with a love for the game 
of basketball. A second 
generation NBA basket-
ball player, he is the son of 
retired Golden State War-
riors and Miami Heat point 
guard Tim Hardaway Sr. 
He felt lucky to have the ad-
vantages of an NBA father, 
but also talked about the 
drawback.

“I let them know how 
hard my dad was working 
and not being able to see 
him that often was hurt-
ing,” Hardaway said. “But 
as you get older, you real-
ize that he did that for the 
love of his sport and how 
many hours he put in and 
how dedicated he was to the 
sport. I learned from watch-
ing him.”

The hope is that the 
kids also learned from 
watching and listening to 
Hardaway.

 R
uss Smith delivered 
another blow to his 
critics.

That seems 
to be what he does every 
chance he gets.

“I don’t know why 
people always doubt it,” he 
said. “I seem to always do 
well and I am consistently 
doubted.”

None of that has 
changed. The former Arch-
bishop Molloy star left a 

lasting impression in his 
first foray into professional 
basketball.

The 6-foot Smith 
averaged 16 points and 
a league-leading 6.4 as-
sists to go along with five 
rebounds while playing 
point guard for the New 
Orleans Pelicans in the re-
cent NBA Summer League 
in Las Vegas. The rookie’s 
efforts earned him a selec-
tion to the All-League sec-
ond team. Despite needing 
to cut down on turnovers 
and improve his free throw 
shooting, Smith thought he 
showed people he could do 
the things required to be 
an NBA point guard.

“I think that’s great for 
that to happen to me,” he 

said. “It showed I could run 
a pick and roll, get guys in-
volved. It brought out some 
elements of my game.”

People along the way 
questioned if Smith was 
good enough to be an NBA 
player. He stayed for his se-
nior season at Louisville to 
become more polished after 
leading the Cardinals to a 
national championship the 
year prior. There are still 
improvements to be made, 
like polishing his free 
throw showing and limit-
ing turnovers.

Smith was drafted 47th 
overall in the second round 
by the Philadelphia 76ers 
before being traded to New 
Orleans for point guard 
Pierre Jackson, who tore 

his Achilles during the Or-
lando Summer League. He 
returned home last week 
to New York City and gave 
people an up-close remind-
er of how good he’s become.

Smith did not play 
much streetball in college 
because he stayed at Lou-
isville to work out over the 
summer. He made up for 
lost time by competing in 
as many leagues as he could 
around the New York City 
circuit because he tried to 
stay in playing shape. He 
played at the Entertainers 
Basketball Classic at Ruck-
er Park, Hoops in the Sun 
on the Bronx, Gersh Park 
in Brooklyn and at Nike 
Pro City at Baruch College. 
It felt like a different game 

than what he is used to.
“All my friends were 

playing,” Smith said. “I lost 
that kind of element to play-
ing streetball, that one-on-
one stuff.”

What he has never lost 
is being a winner and shin-
ing late in games. Smith de-
livered a victory again for 
Big Apple Basketball with 
its playoff hopes on the line 
against defending cham-
pion Sean Bell at Pro City 
last week. Smith buried a 
three-pointer from the left 
side with 1:37 left to play in 
the game to give his team a 
three-point lead.

On the next possession 
he drove into the paint, 
drew multiple defenders 
and found an open team-

mate for a baseline jumper 
to start to put the contest 
out of reach.

“The last five or six 
minutes of the game, you 
have to make the best deci-
sions on the court,” Smith 
said. “I’ve been in those sit-
uations a lot. I’ve been for-
tunate to win many games 
and that’s what I tried to do 
today.”

All signs point to Smith 
continuing to succeed, con-
tinuing to improve and con-
tinue to make it harder and 
harder to doubt him.

Why?
It’s just what he’s al-

ways done.

Knicks guard Hardaway Jr. dazzles Queens kids at Citi Field

New York Knicks guard Tim Hardaway Jr. (c.) is joined by Mr. Met and kids from a borough YMCA at Citi Field. 
Photo by Steve Campbell

Ex-Molloy guard Smith fi nds pro success

TimesLedger.com

Joseph 
Staszewski
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“Everyone was really good 
friends. Even the staff, we 
were all so close. Doing 
that together is just a great 
achievement. It was a great 
feeling.”

The whole summer 
was a learning experience 
for Daly, who will return 
to forward this fall for the 
Red Storm. She had played 
on different levels of the 

English national teams 
growing up, but this was 
her first time around the 
top-tier players in the Unit-
ed States. It allowed her to 
pick up some things along 
the way.

Daly plans on tak-
ing her experience with 
her into this season at St. 
John’s, which kicks off 
with an exhibition game 
against Lehigh Aug. 13. 
The Red Storm return a 
strong core from last year’s 
club and have added moti-
vation to try to bring home 

a Big East title and reach 
the NCAA tournament for 
the second straight year. 
St. John’s will host the con-
ference tournament.

“That just drives me to 
make sure that we get into 
the Big East final four so 
we can play in that,” Daly 
said. “There is nothing 
worse that being at home 
and having to watch other 
teams play on your home 
turf, knowing you are not 
in it. That should drive ev-
eryone to make sure we get 
there.”

w w w.shoevi l lage.com
Free Shipping Over $50

45-22 162nd St. Flushing, NY 11358 | (718) 762-1990
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Daly
Continued from Page 51

HS of Teaching Assistant 
Coach Jonathan Blount.

“It was just a matter 
of him getting a chance to 
show his talent at a higher 
level,” Construction Coach 
Cory Semper said.

Wright-Foreman, who 
is just 16, finally got that 
chance this year at Con-
struction after transfer-

ring from Christ the King 
in the middle of his sopho-
more year. He averaged 21 
points during the regular 
season and 25 points and 
five rounds in five postsea-
son games. Wright-Fore-
man helped lead the Red 
Hawks to their first PSAL 
Queens title by knocking 
off eventual city champion 
Benjamin Cardozo in the 
borough final.

Semper said Wright-
Foreman is the rare kid 
who doesn’t immediately 

look for a gym to work out 
in. He is happy enough with 
the playground courts. His 
success and the newfound 
attention are only adding 
more fuel to his competi-
tive fire.

“All these schools are 
looking at me now,” Wright-
Foreman said. “It’s just giv-
ing me more motivation to 
grind and work hard.”

Scholarship
Continued from Page 51

Follow us on 
Facebook:

facebook.com/
timesledger

TimesLedger.com
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lor, a Hollis resident. “We 
usually go to street fairs in 
Manhattan, but it’s nice to 
go to something in my own 
neighborhood.”

Jamaica JAMS was 

started in 1996 by a group of 
residents and community 
leaders hoping to show off 
the neighborhood’s talents. 
A mere 7,000 people showed 
up the first year, but the 
festival has since grown 
to be a citywide attrac-
tion, which organizers said 

brings an economic boost 
to the community and helps 
to highlight the diversity of 
the borough.

“It brings unity to the 
neighborhood,” Taylor said. 
“You run into people you 
haven’t seen in a while.”

truth is that your actions, 
along with the actions of 
Mr. Galante, have led to ill-
will, created n atmosphere 
of public distrust and have 
cased the public outcry, 
outrage and demand for re-
form,” Katz wrote in letters 
to the fired trustees.

Papers filed on behalf 
of Katz urged the court to 
drop the lawsuit.

“The mayor and bor-
ough president, as elected 
officials responsible for 
the library, are entitled to 
appoint a board that has a 
consensus behind reform-
ing the library and coop-
erating with the ongoing 
investigations,” Rosalynn 
Mauskopf, an attorney rep-
resenting Katz, said in the 

court papers. “The plain-
tiffs stand in the way of ac-
countability and transpar-
ency.”

The six trustees vot-
ed against a motion that 
would oust Galante, who 
has been the subject of 
multiple investigations fol-
lowing allegations of fiscal 
mismanagement and ques-
tions concerning his exter-
nal income.

They also voted down a 
measure which would have 
opened the library’s books 
to city Comptroller Scott 
Stringer, who launched an 
audit of the nonprofit’s fi-
nances.

The trustees’ lawsuit 
claimed Katz was “fixated 
on getting rid of Galante” 
from early on in her term 
in office.

“After dismissing the 
trustees, it’s hardly sur-

prising that the borough 
president rejected their 
appeal,” said Doug Grover, 
a lawyer representing the 
trustees. “It’s one more rea-
son the court must step in 
and halt the damage Ms. 
Katz has already done to 
the library and the further 
damage that would surely 
follow.

“For more than a cen-
tury the library has pro-
vided excellent service to 
the community, free from 
political interference and 
favoritism. She wants to 
toss that aside, using an 
ill-conceived law that we 
believe is unconstitutional. 
The threat to the indepen-
dence of the Queens Li-
brary should be of concern 
to every nonprofit group in 
New York and to every citi-
zen.”

increase in ridership, this 
service is just not sustain-
able,” Novell said.

The borough presi-
dent’s letter came two 
months after the city ad-
opted a budget with only 
enough funding to keep fer-
ries traveling from Beach 
108th Street to the Brooklyn 
Army Terminal and Man-
hattan through October.

The city Economic 
Development Corp. put out 
requests for proposals to 
operate the route for five 
years, but has not outlined 
the timeline for selecting a 
plan.

The peninsula em-
braced the latest round of 
ferry service after it was in-
troduced when the A train 
was damaged in Hurricane 
Sandy and many rallied for 
the city to find the $5 mil-
lion estimated annual cost 
of the route in the $75 bil-
lion budget.

The EDC cautioned 
its efforts to continue the 
service may not succeed be-
cause of its high cost.

In a July 18 e-mail, EDC 
President Kyle Kimball said 
some 400 people board each 
boat, which translates into 
a roughly $3.50 fee per pas-
senger and a nearly $30 city 
subsidy per person.

Kimball noted other 

ferries require less city fi-
nancing — the East River 
route has a $2.22 subsidy 
per passenger and the Stat-
en Island Ferry $4.86.

But Danny Ruscillo, 
co-chairman of Commu-
nity Board 14’s Transpor-
tation Committee, said 
Rockaway residents’ taxes 
help ferry some 20 million 
people to and from Staten 
Island each year.

“We, the taxpayers, 
are footing the bill. Yes, 
Staten Island should have 
ferry service, but so should 
Rockaway, Brooklyn, Broad 
Channel and Breezy Point,” 
he said.

Surrounded by dozens 
with signs reading “End 
hate” and “Keep Sikhs 
safe,” the wife and brother 
of Sandeep Singh, 29, said 
the driver of a light-colored 
Series Sierra pickup truck 
called him a terrorist be-
fore striking him and drag-
ging his body several feet at 
around midnight July 30.

Prabhpreet Kaur, 
Singh’s wife, said he was 
leaving a restaurant near 
his Ozone Park construc-
tion business when he got 
into an argument with the 
driver.

“He was walking too 
slow for the gentleman, or 
actually the animal. And he 
said something about, ‘Go 
back to your country, bin 
Laden,’” Kaur said. “When 

Sandeep protested, the man 
ran him over, dragged him 
30 feet under the truck and 
left him to die.”

The Police Department 
said it has not determined 
whether the hit-and-run 
was a hate crime and is still 
looking for the driver.

Singh remains in Ja-
maica Hospital in serious 
condition after surgery in 
his stomach due to inter-
nal bleeding, according to 
Kaur.

“He had pipes in his 
nose, mouth, bruises all 
over,” she said. “His whole 
back, from his neck to his 
lower back, he has really 
bad road rash that’s going 
to need skin grafting.”

His brother, Navdeep 
Singh, said Singh’s head re-
mained unscathed thanks 
to his turban.

“His turban saved 
his life. There is no in-

jury on his head, nothing, 
no scratch on his head,” 
Navdeep Singh said.

The Sikh Coalition 
said the Police Department 
did not confirm its hate 
crime task force was inves-
tigating the incident until 
community leaders met 
with the 102nd Precinct 
Monday.

Singh’s brother ob-
tained surveillance clips of 
the incident from local bo-
degas and brought it to the 
precinct, but was dismayed 
the NYPD had not already 
sought such evidence.

“I want justice for my 
brother,” he said. “They 
have to take this case very 
seriously because it’s at-
tempted murder plus it’s a 
hate crime.”

The NYPD did not im-
mediately respond to re-
quests for comment on the 
family’s criticism.

Continued from Page 1 

Dragging

known officially as the 
Boulevard Family Resi-
dence, is currently housing 
nearly 650 residents from 
180 families, nearly half of 
them children.

During a Community 
Board 5 hearing May 22, 
city Department of Home-
less Services Assistant 
Commissioner Lisa Black 
called the hotel unsuitable 
as a shelter. The agency’s 
commissioner, Gilbert 
Taylor, confirmed that the 
rooms have no kitchens and 
that three catered meals 
a day are brought into the 
facility.

“We’re new to this 
and we’re learning along 
the way and if this ends up 
helping the whole popula-
tion of the city’s homeless 
population and the way the 
city government deals with 
them, then this will have 
been worth it,” she said.

Much has changed 
since a thousand people 
turned out for that first 

protest after DHS quietly 
moved 21 homeless fami-
lies into the vacant hotel at 
79-00 Queens Blvd. A town 
hall meeting followed June 
30 with some of the mostly 
Asian protesters trading 
insults with a group of the 
homeless residents, who 
were primarily black and 
Hispanic, outside the Elks 
Lodge at 82-20 Queens 
Blvd.

The situation became 
so ugly that when a third 
protest was scheduled July 
22, DHS hired four school 
buses to take the children 
from the facility, and their 
families, to the movies so 
they would not see and 
hear the rally. Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) decided to no lon-
ger participate in the ral-
lies after being a featured 
speaker at the first two.

Chu and her associates 
knew it was time to adjust 
their approach. First, they 
formed a coalition of the 
half dozen civic associa-
tions and called it Elmhurst 
United. 

“We want to have a 
unified voice,” she said. 
“Now it’s not just about 
this Chinese group or that 
Filipino group. By forming 
a coalition it’s about speak-
ing on behalf of the good of 
the community with one 
voice.”

At the new group’s first 
event Tuesday at Ping’s 
Restaurant at 82-02 Queens 
Blvd., Elmhurst United dis-
played petitions bearing 
3,000 signatures that will 
be sent to Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio, city Comptroller Scott 
Stringer, Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz and sev-
eral other elected officials, 
including Dromm.

“I appreciate her ef-
forts, but I hope they 
change more than their 
tone, more than their mes-
sage,” Dromm said. “I hope 
they do some real work to 
heal the wounds on both 
sides. The insults that were 
hurled at the Asian com-
munity were unaccept-
able. The insults that were 
hurled at the homeless is 
equally unacceptable.”

Continued from Page 1 
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Library

rate on whether she sup-
ported the city’s incoming 
ID or other municipalities’ 
following its lead.

Hochul and the trio of 

Queens electeds said few 
in the borough cared about 
Cuomo’s dealings with the 
Moreland Commission and 
U.S. Attorney Preet Bha-
rara’s investigation into 
whether he illegally tam-
pered with its work.

“We’re very concerned 
about what’s going on in 
Israel,” she said. “That’s 
what I’m hearing about 
— jobs, economic opportu-
nity, education, affordable 
housing.”

Continued from Page 9 
Hochul
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Ferry

In addition, employees 
from the New York City 
Housing Authority will 
benefit from similar, more 

enhanced protections and 
penalties.

“This critically impor-
tant legislation will better 
protect hardworking em-
ployees who are charged 
with keeping children and 

families safe,” Cuomo said. 
“I thank the bills’ sponsors 
for their hard work in mak-
ing these new protections a 
reality.”

The bill was intro-
duced by Peralta in 2012.

JAMS
Continued from Page 5 

Peralta
Continued from Page 28 
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THURSDAYS | JULY 3, AUGUST 7 & SEPTEMBER 4 
5  9PM: CLASSIC CAR SHOW, CENTER GREEN PARKING

SATURDAY  | JULY 5  
5  9:30PM: KICKOFF TO SUMMER ON THE GREEN, TWO CONCERTS,  

CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENT + FIREWORKS

MONDAYS | JULY 7  AUGUST 25 
6  7PM: PRECONCERT FAMILY FUN | 7  9PM: LIVE CONCERTS ON THE GREEN  

DRIVEN BY NISSAN OF QUEENS

TUESDAYS | JULY 8  AUGUST 26 
10  11AM: READING ON THE GREEN WITH QUEENS PUBLIC LIBRARY

WEDNESDAYS  | JULY 9  AUGUST 27 
7PM: LIVE MUSIC BY LOCAL TALENT | 8:30PM: OUTDOOR MOVIES ON THE GREEN

THURSDAYS | JULY 10  AUGUST 28 
10AM & 11:15AM, 12:30PM & 1:45PM: BRICKS 4 KIDZ, SPONSORED BY JOHNNY ROCKETS  

SPACE IS LIMITED SO YOU MUST REGISTER BY CALLING 7183263300 EXT. 101 BEGINNING 10AM THE PRECEDING FRIDAY

FRIDAYS | JULY 11  AUGUST 29 
5:30PM: ZUMBA ON THE GREEN WITH NYSC

SATURDAYS | JULY 12  AUGUST 30 
9:30  10:30AM: YOGA ON THE GREEN WITH NYSC | 11AM: CHALLENGE ISLAND

SUNDAYS | JULY 13  AUGUST 31 
9:30AM: ZUMBA ON THE GREEN WITH NYSC 

*Log on to  facebook.com/ShopsatAtlasPark or visit our website ShopAtlasPark.com 
for details, a full events schedule and cancellations due to weather.

8000 COOPER AVENUE AT 80TH STREET | GLENDALE, NY  |  7183263300   

JOIN US FOR A SUMMER LONG SERIES OF FREE EVENTS *
Concerts • Movies  • Family Entertainment & More!

SUMMER ON THE GREEN  


