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Residents fighting for quieter 
skies across Queens have called 
on U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer (D-
N.Y.) to do more to help alleviate 
the effects of increased airplane 
noise on New Yorkers.

Dozens of advocates from 
across the metropolitan area re-
cently wrote letters and petitions 
addressed to Schumer asking 
him to schedule a public meeting 
to discuss the action he has taken 
to help his constituents combat 

Continued on Page 45

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Queens lawmakers and 
members of the Korean-Ameri-
can community responded with 
shock and sadness this week after 
Queens District Attorney Richard 

Brown announced that two wom-
en at a private tutoring center in 
Little Neck were recently accused 
of abusing four young exchange 
students.

The DA said Sun Kyung Park, 
33, of Oakland Gardens, and Min 

Kyung Chea, of Little Neck, were 
arrested last week  after an NYPD 
investigation revealed that the 
two women had allegedly abused 
four South Korean students sent 
to New York by their families for 
an education at Crown Tutoring 

Academy on Northern Boule-
vard, owned by Chea’s husband, 
between January and July 2014.

The women are accused of 
withholding food and bathroom 
privileges from the students, 

Freshly painted dragon heads are ready to be placed onto the boats during the Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival held on Meadow Lake at Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park. More coverage on Pages 5, 20. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

Two Queens lawmak-
ers are pursuing their quest 
to bring more public trans-
portation to the border 
communities of Queens.

State Assembly mem-
bers Phil Goldfeder (D-
Ozone Park) and Nily Rozic 
(D-Flushing) held a hearing 
at City Hall last week to ad-
dress transit problems that 
residents of many Queens 
neighborhoods say have 
endured for years due to a 
lack of public transporta-
tion options provided to the 
outer parts of the borough.

At the Aug. 7 hear-
ing, Rozic and Goldfeder 
met with Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
officials to ask the agency 
to fund more transporta-
tion for Queens before the 
agency finalizes its 2015-19 
capital plan.

“Today’s hearing 
brought to light how eastern 
Queens continues to be one 
of the most under-served 
areas in New York City and 
that enhancements must 

be made to accommodate 
growing ridership,” said 
Rozic, who represents an 
area throughout northeast 
Queens that lacks a single 
subway or train station in 
the entire district. “Queens 
residents deserve afford-
able, accessible public 
transportation options.”

Earlier this year, Rozic 
was one of several elected 
officials who gathered to 
announce a half-million-
dollar funding allocation 
in the 2014-15 state budget 
that would allow the MTA 
to conduct a bus restora-
tion study across northeast 
Queens, an area residents 
and officials say was devas-
tated by dramatic service 
cuts at the height of the 
MTA’s financial crisis in 
2010.

The study, set to con-
clude in April, will analyze 
the effects of those cuts, 
partnered with the chang-
ing demographics and in-
creased ridership the area 
has seen over the past few 
years, Rozic said.
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
U.S. Sen. Kirsten 

Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) came 
to Fresh Meadows Monday 
afternoon to push Congress 
to level the playing field for 
women-owned businesses 
seeking government con-
tracts.

While there are rough-
ly 670,000 businesses owned 
by women citywide, only 
1.48 percent of federal con-
tract dollars goes to those 
firms, according to a recent 
study by Women Impacting 
Public Policy, an organiza-
tion which advocates on 
behalf of women  entrepre-
neurs.

“Women-owned busi-
nesses are systemically 
shortchanged when it 
comes to competing for 
government contracts,” 
Gillibrand told reporters at 
Data Conversation Labora-
tory, a Queens-based, wom-
an-owned firm, flanked by 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing), state Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing), 
Assemblywoman Nily Ro-
zic (D-Fresh Meadows) and 
City Councilman Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens).

The elected officials 
urged Congress to pass 
the Women’s Small Busi-
ness Procurement Parity 
Act, which they said would 
expand opportunities for 
firms owned by women. If 
enacted, the bill would en-
able businesses that are 
part of the Women Owned 
Small Business program 
to get sole-sourced govern-
ment contracts already 

available to other small 
business contracting pro-
grams.

“It’s time to knock 
down the barriers that for 
too long have blocked fe-
male entrepreneurs from 
doing more business with 
the federal government,” 
Meng said. “Women-owned 
businesses have just as 
much right to federal con-
tracts as all other business-
es do.”

There are some 350 
women-owned businesses 
seeking government con-
tracts in the city and doz-
ens in Queens, Gillibrand 
said. The Data Conversa-
tion Laboratory works on 
defense and federal agency 
contracts, but is rarely in 
the position to win bids be-
cause of competition, the 

firm’s chief operating offi-
cer, Amy Williams, said.

“We’re excited about 
this legislation, as it would 
enable Data Conversation 
Laboratory to substantially 
increase our federal com-
petitiveness, allowing us 
to grow our business and 
bring more technology jobs 
to Queens,” Williams said.

More than 20 years 
ago, Congress created a 
requirement that at least 5 
percent of federal contracts 
would be awarded to wom-
en-owned small businesses, 
but as recently as last year 
only 4.3 percent were given 
to them.

This gap costs women-
owned firms an estimated 
$5.7 billion in government 
contracts every year, ac-
cording to a recent congres-

sional report.
Gillibrand’s bill would 

expedite a government 
study to identify industries 
where women are under-
represented.

“Congress should be 
doing everything in its 
power to help meet its 5 per-
cent goal for women entre-
preneurs,” Gillibrand said. 
“We can start by allowing 
them to tap into the annual 
$5.7 billion federal contract-
ing business by passing this 
legislation. We know how 
important small business-
es are for job growth here 
in Queens, and when we 
ensure women’s businesses 
have all the tools they need 
to achieve their best and 
succeed, that’s when our 
economy can thrive.” State Assembly members Phil Goldfeder (l.) and Nily Rozic (r.) are 

working to bring more public transportation to Queens.

U.S. Sen. Gillibrand (c.) pushes for federal legislation to help women-owned business with U.S. Rep 
Grace Meng (l.) and State Sen. Toby Stavisky (r.).  Photo by Alex Robinson

NE Queens electeds
request more transit

Gillibrand pushes parity
Boro electeds join senator to urge bill to help women-owned biz

Continued on Page 32
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Anthony Chan celebrates the end of a triathlon with some 
chocolate milk.

Flushing athlete wins chance to become Ironman champ
Anthony Chan undertakes training to take on some of planet’s best triathletes at Hawaii tournament

3315 Hillside Avenue  New Hyde Park, NY 11040 
(516) 746-1120  www.templetikvah.org

Looking for… 

…Come home to Temple Tikvah. 
Located on the Queens/Nassau border. 

Come visit our religious school and meet Rabbi Randy Sheinberg and 
Cantor Guy Bonné. Call the Temple office to schedule your visit.

PLEASE BRING THIS COUPON TO RECEIVE

One FREE Small Water Ice or Cream Ice 
with Any Purchase! 

COUPON EXPIRES 8/22/14

214-15 41st Ave. 
Bayside

718.428.4578

BY ALEX ROBINSON

For most people, train-
ing for Ironman triathlons 
would be a chore, but not for 
Anthony Chan.

The 23-year-old Flush-
ing native has already com-
peted in three Ironman com-
petitions and will be headed 
to the world championships 
in Hawaii this fall.

“I didn’t think I would 
be going to Hawaii this soon. 
It’s definitely a surprise I 
improved so much over a 
year and half,” he said.

Chan grew up in Flush-
ing and attended Arch-
bishop Molloy High School 
before attending St. John’s 
University. He currently 
works at a bike store in 
Great Neck, L.I., full time 
and is getting ready to start 
his MBA in accounting, but 
still finds time at nights and 
on weekends to pursue his 

chocolate milk-infused tri-
athlon dreams.

The former tennis 
player turned triathlete did 
his first competition in 2012 
in Lake Placid, N.Y., after 
attracting the attention 
of Team Chocolate Milk, 
which sponsors young ath-
letes to compete in the Iron-
man World Championships.

The gruelling races in-
clude a 2.4-mile swim, a 112-
mile bike ride and a mara-
thon at the end.

Chan won one of two 
spots for the big tournament 
at a race in November in 
only his third triathlon.

“I definitely had to dig 
really deep at the end in the 
last 6 to 5 miles to make sure 
I didn’t fall off my pace,” he 
said. “It felt like someone 
was chasing me the entire 
race, so I had that sense of 
urgency to keep going and 
going.”

Chan spends eight 
months preparing for each 
race with arduous daily 
workouts and lots of choco-
late milk afterward.

“That’s the first thing 
I grab after a race or work-
out,” he said. “It helps you 
rebuild. Ever since I started 
drinking it after workouts, 
I’ve been injury-free.”

He maintains his love 
of chocolate milk started 
long before the team started 
to sponsor him.

“It’s always been some-
thing I used throughout 
high school and playing 
tennis,” he said. “I always 
drank chocolate milk to be-
gin with. When I first heard 
of the team, I thought I have 
to be on this team.”

Chan started off run-
ning in just half triathlons 
in 2011, but soon graduated 
to the full race.

“The opportunity came 

up through my team,” he 
said. “I jumped at it and fell 
in love with it. I love the at-
mosphere, love the training 
and stuck with it. I love com-
peting.”

The world champion-
ship in October will pres-
ent a different challenge for 
Chan as Hawaii’s climate 
will be much warmer than 
previous tournaments he 
has competed in. The race 
also does not allow wet suits 
to be worn for the swimming 
leg of the race.

Chan said it will be dif-
ficult to simulate the race 
day conditions of the island, 
but he will be ready either 
way — and he will have 
chocolate milk to help him 
along the course.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.
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BY JUAN SOTO

Leroy Comrie won the 
battle of the endorsements.

On Tuesday, he re-
ceived a major boost, win-
ning the support of most 
elected officials who rep-
resent parts of southeast 
Queens, from U.S. Rep. 
Gregory Meeks (D-Jamai-
ca) to City Councilman 
Donovan Richards (D-Lau-
relton), in his 
race to unseat in-
dicted state Sen. 
Malcolm Smith 
(D-Hollis).

Flanked by 
political and com-
munity leaders at a podium 
in front of his campaign 
headquarters, at 113-43 
Farmers Blvd., Comrie 
said, “I am ready to go.”

Smith’s longtime 
friends and allies turned 
their back on him and went 
to the Comrie camp.

Smith, Comrie and at-
torney Munir Avery will 
face off in the Democratic 
primary election set for 
Sept. 9.

“I am glad I have all 
this support,” said the 
former councilman, who 
served 12 years in the mu-
nicipal chamber repre-
senting parts of southeast 
Queens.

Also backing Comrie 
are Councilmen I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans) and 
Rory Lancman (D-Hill-
crest) and state Assembly 
members William Scarbor-

ough (D-Jamaica), Barbara 
Clark (D-Queens Village), 
Nily Rozic (D-Flushing), 
Michael Simanowitz (D-
Flushing) and David We-
prin (D-Fresh Meadows).

“This is a man we 
know as a community lead-
er,” said Meeks. “He exem-
plifies leadership.”

Meeks, one of Smith’s 
longtime supporters, said 
his endorsement of the 

senator’s rival is 
“about what is best 
for the community. 
This is not person-
al.”

A judge de-
clared a mistrial 

in Smith’s federal trial on 
charges he tried to bribe 
his way onto the Republi-
can line as the GOP con-
tender in the 2013 mayoral 
race. He now faces a retrial 
scheduled to begin in Janu-
ary.

The veteran congress-
man said Comrie is a per-
son “that can bring people 
together, as he did in the 
City Council, and can make 
sure Democrats take back 
control in Albany.”

Comrie lost out on 
his bid to become borough 
president to Melinda Katz 
in the 2014 city elections.

Richards tapped Com-
rie as a “leader that will re-
turn integrity to our south-
east Queens communities.”

The former council-
man received the massive 
endorsement four weeks 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

A federal jury acquit-
ted City Council hopeful 
Albert Baldeo of using fake 
donors to qualify for match-
ing funds during his failed 
2010 campaign, but found 
the Ozone Park Democrat 
guilty of tampering with 
witnesses during the FBI’s 
investigation, U.S. Attor-
ney Preet Bharara said in 
Manhattan.

The jury handed down 
seven obstruction of justice 
counts in Manhattan Fed-
eral Court Monday, Bha-
rara said. He was exoner-
ated on three counts of mail 
and wire fraud stemming 
from his 2010 quest for the 
28th City Council seat that 
Councilman Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica) was elected to 
represent.

“The fact that Albert 
Baldeo lost his election 
does not excuse his corrupt 
conduct,” Bharara said in 
a statement. “An impartial 
federal jury has found that 
Baldeo lied and instructed 
others to lie to law enforce-
ment agents investigating 
the source of his campaign 

contributions and threat-
ened and intimidated oth-
ers in order to conceal the 
truth. These practices have 
no place in our politics or 
our justice system.”

Baldeo, 54, turned 
himself into the FBI in 2012 
and resigned from his Dem-

ocratic district leader post.
He was charged with 

giving people money orders 
and cash, which would then 
be contributed to his cam-
paign in their name. After 
he was under investigation, 
prosecutors contended he 
instructed the so-called 

straw donors not to cooper-
ate with FBI agents.

Baldeo could not be 
reached for comment.

His attorney Henry 
Mazurek said his client 
planned to appeal what he 
described as an unusual 
ruling.

“The jury actually ac-
quitted him of the crime 
that he was alleged to have 
obstructed the investiga-
tion into,” Mazurek said. 
“The jury felt that when Mr. 
Baldeo did approach some 
of the witnesses, he did so 
improperly. We strongly 
disagree and feel that all 
he did was inform people of 
their constitutional rights 
in dealing with law enforce-
ment.”

A press release from 
a group called People for 
Baldeo, which did not de-
scribe its members and 
listed its address as the 
location of Baldeo’s legal 
practice, called for the con-
victions to be dismissed.

The memo alleged that 
FBI agents threatened im-
migrant and minority do-
nors with deportations and 

BY TIMESLEDGER STAFF
 
Republican candidate 

for state attorney general 
John Cahill criti-
cized AG Eric Sch-
neiderman for fail-
ing to protect the 
work of the More-
land Commission, 
an anti-corruption panel 
that was formed last year 
by Gov. Andrew Cuomo.

Cahill, a counsel at 
the international law firm 
Chadbourne & Parke that 
focuses on environmental 
law, ripped the governor for 
canceling the commission 
he set up in 2013 to fight 
corruption in state politics 
in an interview at the of-
fices of the TimesLedger 

Newspapers. He said the 
Moreland Commission on 
Public Corruption was “a 
unique opportunity to get 

to the root of 
corruption” in 
Albany.

“The at-
torney general 
never stood up 

and asserted the indepen-
dence of his office,” Cahill 
said. “He didn’t do it during 
the ongoing investigations 
or when the governor said 
the Moreland Commission 
was over.”

The Republican candi-
date for the state’s top law 
enforcement office pointed 
out that when the commis-
sion was formed, its mem-
bers were sworn in as depu-

ty state attorneys general.
“The commission be-

came Schneiderman’s com-
mission,” said Cahill, for-
mer chief adviser to ex-Gov. 
George Pataki. “In essence, 
what Gov. Cuomo did by 
closing the commission 

was to fire Scheiderman’s 
attorneys, and he didn’t say 
a word.”

Cuomo closed the 
book on the commission in 
March.

“The attorney general 
missed an enormous oppor-
tunity to fight corruption,” 
said Cahill, a partner at the 
Pataki Cahill Group.  Cahi-
ll announced his candidacy 
for the attorney general’s 
office back in May after be-
ing approached by several 
supporters.

The Republican can-
didate also criticized Sch-
neiderman for bringing 
a lawsuit against federal 
agencies for allowing natu-
ral gas fracking in the Dela-

Leroy Comrie, Democratic candidate for the state Senate, raises 
his arms outside his campaign office in St. Albans as he gets the 
endorsement of several southeast Queens elected officials.   

By Ken Maldonado

Albert Baldeo’s attorney says he plans to appeal the case. 

JOHN CAHILL

Sen. Smith’s allies 
now back Comrie

Albert Baldeo found guilty
Ozone Park Dem convicted in case involving 2010 City Council race

John Cahill rips attorney general 

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 45
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BY BILL PARRY

The 24th Annual Hong 
Kong Dragon Boat Festival 
drew thousands of people 
to the shores of Meadow 
Lake in Flushing Meadow 
Corona Park over the week-
end, and they cheered even 
though they did not know 
who was winning.

A record number 197 
teams took part this year, 
paddling the 1-ton teak 
boats 250 or 500 meters.

Even the crews did 
not know each race’s win-
ner until the results were 
posted on a chain link fence 
beside the marina. It was 
old-school racing befitting 
the ancient Chinese legend 
that is honored by the festi-
val each year.

In the third cen-
tury B.C., poet Qu Yuan 
drowned himself in the Ni 
Lo River rather than serve 
in the court of a new em-
peror. Locals raced their 
fishing boats in an attempt 

to save the drowning man, 
beating drums to scare off 
water dragons.

Chinese dragon boats 
have been racing for hun-
dreds of years since as part 
of the holiday known as 
Duanwu. It is celebrated 
with a festival each year 
on the fifth day of the fifth 
lunar month to honor Qu 
Yuan.

The Hong Kong Drag-
on Boat Festival has 30 
custom-made boats that are 
blessed by Buddhist monks 
before they enter the water. 
The promoters call it the 
largest multicultural festi-
val in New York celebrat-
ing diversity and tradition. 
There was also martial art 
exhibitions and live music, 
including a performance 
by the Chinese Music En-
semble of New York. There 
were also folk arts and 
crafts and an  international 
food court, but that was 
smaller than in previous 
years.

Nearly all of the nearly 
200 crews brought their 
own provisions. Some set-
tled for hero sandwiches, 
while others set up grills 
for steaks, hamburgers and 
hot dogs. Each team had its 
own tented area where they 
relaxed while waiting their 
turn to race.

 Teams come from all 

over North America rep-
resenting large banking 
companies like JPMorgan 
Chase and Bank of Amer-
ica. Verizon, Con Edison 
and the FDNY sent crews 
this year.

Even Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz sent a 
team that finished second 
in a special race commemo-

rating the 50th anniversary 
of the World’s Fair.

The highest profile 
race, the $500 Open Cham-
pionship, was won by the 
DCH Auto Group team from 
South Amboy, N.J.

The Shanghai Com-
mercial Bank sent a team 
for the 24th straight year 
and they came away with a 

medal in a charity race.
“We’ve always done 

very well here, but we’ll 
take this as a consolation,” 
Capt. Joseph Lau said. “We 
may look happy, but we’re 
really used to winning the 
big races.”

The Harvard Dragon 
Boat team competed for the 
first time in three years.

“We had several op-
tions on where to race this 
weekend, so we put it up for 
a vote,” team Capt. John 
Lian said. “We knew that 
this was going to be a huge 
festival and we have a lot of 
New Yorkers on the team 
this year that swayed the 
vote a bit. Of course, the 
Chinese food had a lot to do 
with it.  It’s so much better 
in New York than Boston.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

BY SARINA TRANGLE

This Forest Hills hos-
pital’s price was a walk in 
the park.

A Rego Park-based 
realty company seized the 
shuttered Parkway Hos-
pital property with a $1 
million bid during a fore-
closure auction in Queens 
Civil Court last Friday.

The same firm, Au-
berge Grand Central Lim-
ited Liability Company, 
purchased the defunct 
hospital’s mortgages for 
$6.5 million in 2012 and 
then had a firm assess the 
56,400-square-foot lot’s 
market rate at $6 million, 
court documents show.

After emerging from 
a brief bidding war, a rep-

resentative from Auberge 
Grand Central said he was 
contractually prevented 
from discussing plans for 
the property.

The firm previously 
said it wanted to transform 
the six-story building into 
condominiums through a 
partnership with Jasper 
Venture Group LLC.

Auberge Grand Cen-
tral’s lawyer opened the 
bidding at $1 million.

One prospective buyer 
pushed the price up to $5.5 
million, but the referee 
declined his required 10 
percent deposit because it 
did come with a certified 
check.

Again, Auberge Grand 
Central set the base offer at 
$1 million.

A second interested 
party upped the bid to $4.5 
million. When asked for a 
deposit, he showed the ref-
eree a manila envelop filled 
with funds that also failed 
to comply with deposit pro-
tocol.

The third time Au-
berge Grand Central pro-
posed a $1 million bid, no-
body stepped forth with a 
counter offer.

Neither of the two un-
successful bidders would 
discuss their interest in the 
70-35 113th St. property.

The hospital has sat 
vacant, except for a few 
telecommunications com-
panies renting space on its 
roof, since the state Com-
mission on Healthcare Fa-

BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
A federal court judge 

has removed herself from 
the court battle over the fir-
ing of six Queens Library 
trustees because of her 
friendship with a justice 
the nonprofit hired to con-
duct an internal whistle-
blower investigation.

Federal Judge Roslynn 
Mauskopf made the deci-
sion after she was told for-
mer Federal Judge Barbara 
Jones was conducting the 
investigation for Queens 
Library to figure out the 
source of leaks which have 
put its president, Thomas 
Galante, in hot water since 
January.

Fired trustee George 
Stamatiades filed a whis-

tleblower complaint to the 
board in July following 
months of Daily News re-
ports detailing allegations 
of fiscal mismanagement 
at the nonprofit and rev-
elations about Galante’s 
$392,000 salary.

“As time went on, 
confidential information 
about the board’s delibera-
tions, much of which was 
mischaracterized, began 
to be leaked,” Stamatiades 
said in court papers. “The 

A Dragon Boar participant beats a drum. See more photos on Page 20. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Borough President Melinda Katz (r.) is facing a lawsuit by six 
Queens Library trustees she removed for standing by embattled 
President Thomas Galante (l.).

Dragon Boat Festival back for 24th year
Nearly 200 crews compete in ancient races steeped in tradition at Flushing Meadows Corona Park

Parkway Hospital auctioned
for $1M to Rego Park fi rm

Queens Library probed
itself to plug news leaks

Continued on Page 36 Continued on Page 36
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BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
Dog owners on a quiet block 

in Little Neck are battling with 
a neighbor they say has caused 
a trio of attacks on their pets by 
failing to put his family’s dogs on 
leashes.

Neighbors of Sheldon Rosen-
blum, owner of a house on West-
moreland Street, said three in-
cidents have occurred on their 
block since 2011 in which smaller 
dogs were left with serious inju-
ries, some requiring surgery, af-
ter being attacked by one or more 
of Rosenblum’s three pitbull mix 
rescue dogs.

The most recent altercation 
occurred July 12, when Little 
Neck resident Lynn Wilson said 
her Yorkie was attacked by the 
man’s unleashed dogs while out 
for a walk with Wilson’s daughter 
and her boyfriend.

Despite neighbors claiming 
his dogs are running loose in an 
unfenced yard with no leash or 
collar, Rosenblum said his dogs — 
two of which he said belong to his 
son — are usually kept on leashes 

and said the incident with the 
Wilson family’s pet was an un-
fortunate accident that occurred 
when a leash broke and his dog 
got free.

“The dogs are never let out 
loose and what you’ve got is an un-
corroborated allegation,” he said. 
“There was an incident when the 
dogs went at each other and it’s 
unfortunate, but it is what it is.”

Wilson said her daughter, 
Ashley, was walking the family’s 
dog, Shamrock, past Rosenblum’s 
house when his unleashed, uncol-
lared dogs ran to the front yard 
and attacked the 7-year-old York-
ie. The small pup has needed more 
than $5,000 worth of medical care 
to date, including surgery, dozens 
of stitches and weekly trips to the 
animal hospital, which the family 
says they still make three times a 
week more than a month after the 
attack occurred.

Since then, the Wilson fam-
ily has been pushing to get Rosen-
blum to restrain his dogs in some 
way whether with a fence or with 
leashes.

“I don’t even like going out-

side around the block,” said Ash-
ley. “I’m afraid to go out and walk 
around knowing the dogs could 
be out.”

Before Shamrock was at-
tacked, Wilson said another 
neighbor’s dog experienced the 
same treatment from Rosen-
blum’s dogs about four years ago, 
and a Lhasa Apso named Molly, 
owned by nearby resident Barba-
ra Schreiber, was the second vic-
tim after she was attacked in 2011 
and required nearly $4,000 worth 
of medical care due to injuries 
sustained from the dog  bites.

But Schreiber said the issue 
she and other neighbors have 
with Rosenblum is not about the 
money: It is about the safety of the 
neighborhood.

“We just want to do some-
thing before this happens again 
to the next person,” she said. “It 
could be a little kid next and the 
dogs will rip them apart.”

Wilson and Schreiber both 
filed police reports after the at-
tacks occurred, but they said they 
were told by the 111th Precinct 
that no citations can be given for 

unleashed dogs unless police see 
it themselves.

Rosenblum said any inci-
dents that have happened with 
his dogs were “unfortunate” acci-
dents and that neither he nor his 
pets are purposefully creating 
problems for anyone in the neigh-
borhood.

“I’m a dog lover and I don’t 
ever want to see any dog hurt,” he 
said. “We’re not looking to hurt 
anybody, but the issue is that they 
do not run loose.”

Both Schreiber and the Wil-
son family said they are not inter-
ested in seeing Rosenblum’s dogs 
being taken away, but instead 
said they simply want him to con-
trol them before anyone else gets 
hurt.

“Obviously the guy loves his 
dogs and we love our dogs, too,” 
said Michael Wilson, Lynn’s hus-
band. “But if you love your dogs 
that much, keep them confined.”

Reach reporter Kelsey Dur-
ham at 718-260-4573 or by e-mail at 
kdurham@cnglocal.com.

Shamrock, family pet of the WIlson 
family in Little Neck, was recently in-
jured after being attacked by a neigh-
bor’s dog.  

Photo courtesy Ashley Wilson

Little Neck residents want neighbor to fence dogs
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

*  Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases of Hunter Douglas window fashions with the PowerRise® or PowerGlide® motorized system made 6/14/14 – 9/15/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the 
form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional 
limitations apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. **Additional equipment is required for app operation; ask for details. ©2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of their respective owners.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service 
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

Swipe, tap, enjoy. 
You just brightened your outlook.
Hunter Douglas motorized window fashions can be operated by our remote control, 
wireless wall switch or Platinum™ App on your Apple® mobile device.** Ask for details.
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FLUSHING - A 
60-year-old cyclist was hit 
and killed by an ambulette 
in Flushing Wednesday 
morning, police said.

The unidentified 
man was turning left from 
Parsons Boulevard onto 
37th Avenue when he was 
struck by the vehicle, ac-
cording to cops.

Responding officers 
arrived at the scene just 
before 10 a.m. and found 
the man unresponsive and 
unconscious, police said.

The man was rushed 
to New York Hospital 
Queens, where he was pronounced dead.

Police were still investigating the incident Wednesday afternoon.

ASIA BANK, N. A.

“COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE FINANCING”
Owner-occupied and investment properties

Repayment terms to 25 years
Other Secured Business Loan Products Also Available

CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR CREDIT SOLUTION!!!

LOAN CENTER 
135-11 Roosevelt Avenue, Flushing, NY 11354

Tel: 718-961-9898  
 Fax: 718-762-0741

e-mail: asialoan@asiabank-na.com
www.asiabank-na.com 

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

MARK BALLEW

YOUNG RAE LEE

Cyclist dies in Flushing vehicle accident: NYPD

Fresh Mdws. man charged with neglecting dogs
FRESH MEADOWS — A Fresh Meadows man 

is facing charges after he allegedly deprived two 
dogs of food and water, resulting in the death of one 
of the animals, Nassau County District Attorney 
Kathleen Rice said.

The DA said Mark Ballew, 29, was put in charge 
of caring for two pitbulls at a home in Valley Stream, 
L.I. in May but failed to care for the dogs properly, 
neglecting to give them food or water or keep up 
their hygiene.

Police later found one of the dogs lying dead 
in a cage the DA said was covered in feces, and the 
floor had been partially eaten through by maggots.

A pathologist ruled the cause of the starvation 
due to neglect, the DA said.

A second pitbull, the DA said, was underweight and heavily soiled. It was recov-
ered from the home and taken to a shelter, according to the criminal complaint.

Ballew was charged with two counts of failure to provide proper sustenance and 
is due back in court in October, the DA said.

Police search for missing Flushing woman
FLUSHING — The NYPD was looking for a missing 67-year-old 

woman who was last seen leaving her Flushing home Aug. 10.
Police described Young Rae Lee as 5 feet and 110 pounds with 

brown eyes and black hair.
She was last seen wearing tan sneakers, brown pants, a field 

hat and a white and black T-shirt, police said.

A member of the NYPD’s Collision Investigation Squad looks 
over the scene where a cyclist was killed Wednesday morning. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
signed a bill into law last 
week which will require 
schools with small and dis-
abled children to consider 
installing door alarms.

The piece of legisla-
tion, known as “Avonte’s 
Law,” was introduced to the 
City Council in the wake of 
the death of Avonte Oqu-
endo, a 14-year-old autistic 
boy who wandered off his 
school’s property in Long 
Island City in October.

Avonte’s disappear-
ance triggered a citywide 
search, which ultimately 
ended in tragedy when the 
boy’s remains were found 
on the College Point shore 
in January.

“Every parent in this 
city felt the urgency and 
fear as we searched week 
after week for Avonte,” de 
Blasio said. “Every one of 
us felt the pain of his loss. 
And every one of us is com-
mitted to making sure our 
schools have the tools they 
need to keep our children 
safe. This legislation will 
protect other children from 
tragedy.”

Video footage showed 
Avonte running past a se-
curity guard three times 
and down the halls of the 
Riverview School he at-
tended in Long Island City, 
before darting out an open 
door. The city’s medical ex-
aminer was not able to de-
termine the exact cause of 
Avonte’s death.

Avonte’s mother, Van-
essa Fontaine, recently 
filed a $25 million wrongful 
death claim against the city 
and the city Department of 
Education for failing to pre-
vent the boy’s disappear-
ance.

“The passage of Avon-
te’s law will give principals 
more options to better en-
sure the safety of their stu-
dents,” said Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), chairman of the 
Council’s Education Com-
mittee. “The legislation re-
quires the DOE to report on 
schools that need alarms 

the most and then to make 
a decision about where to 
place those alarms.”

DOE officials had 
pushed back against the 
bill in hearings, arguing 
there was no catch-all so-
lution to the problem of 
children walking off school 
premises.

But the mayor ulti-
mately decided to support 
the bill.

“The safety of our stu-
dents comes first, and as a 
mother and grandmother, 
my heart hurts for Avonte’s 
family,” city Schools Chan-
cellor Carmen Fariña said. 
“We have a steadfast com-
mitment to providing a safe 
and supportive learning 
environment for all chil-
dren in all of our schools, 
and today’s legislation un-
derscores how closely we 
are working with the City 
Council, teachers, admin-
istrators, law enforcement, 
parents and students to en-
sure our students are safe.”

The law will require 
the DOE to evaluate doors 
in all elementary schools 
and those serving disabled 
students by May 30, 2015. If 
it is determined that a child 
can open a door, the school 
will be required to install 
an alarm on it.

The DOE will then 
have to submit a report to 
the Council with their find-
ings.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

BY SARINA TRANGLE

A retired correction of-
ficer’s memoirs of her days 
at Rikers Island are so racy 
she is raising money for a 
lawyer to proof the pages.

Robin Kay Miller, 52, 
took to the online fund-rais-
ing hub Kickstarter to help 
turn the manuscript she 
has spent years laboring 
on in her Woodhaven home 
into a book and movie.

She intends to detail 
what she described as ram-
pant drug dealing by city 
Department of Correction 
staff in the 1980s, frequent 
unprompted physical abuse 
of inmates and a culture 
where female recruits were 
rewarded for engaging in 
sexual relations with offi-
cers.

Miller, who wrote 
and produced a few dozen 
videos with the Tak’n’ova 
Entertainment movie com-
pany she once ran, said the 
push to publish comes after 
the death of her sister, a cor-
rections officer who Miller 
contends became addicted 
to crack because of co-work-
ers in the department.  She 
also has been motivated by 
the violence against Rik-
ers inmates that has made 
headlines and prompted a 
federal probe.

“By the time I finish, 
it’s going to change,” Miller 
said. “By corrections offi-
cers not correcting, they’re 
making it worse for all of 
us.”

“Brownsville, East 
New York is a war zone,” 
she added, saying the neigh-
borhood she grew up in il-
lustrates how Correction  
abuses affect entire com-
munities. “A lot of people 
have been to jail and a lot 
of prisoners got abused — 
abused at home and abused 
in jail.”

Miller said her book, 
titled “Sex-Crack-Guns: My 
Life as a Rikers Island Fe-
male Correction Officer,” 
will focus on her, her sis-
ter’s and other colleagues’ 
experiences while working 
on the island off the coast 

of northwest Queens that 
houses several correction 
facilities.

Highlights include an 
officer whose genitals were 
allegedly bitten off by an 
inmate because the guard 
did not hand over whatever 
resources he usually did 
during their alleged sexual 
trysts; a co-worker who was 
arrested when he allegedly 
showed up to work with 4 
kilos of cocaine strapped 
to his waist; and a Poconos 
home used to host alleged 
drug and sexual escapades 
with academy graduates 
who were later given pref-
erential assignments.

The movie will take a 
more holistic approach to 
the criminal justice sys-
tem, Miller said.

Both the book and 
movie will be salacious 
enough to merit a close look 
by lawyers. 

“The reason I went 
on Kickstarter is because 
my main thing is the legal 
team. I know there’s cer-
tain things that I can say 
and cannot say, so I want to 

cover myself,” said Miller.
The city Department of 

Corrections did not respond 
to requests for comment or 
confirm Miller’s career 
with the department.

But Miller showed the 
TimesLedger a Correction 
badge, ID and gun permit 
as well as pension paper-
work and a 1984 complaint 
addressed to Warden Ver-
non Bain, who oversaw the 
men’s detention center on 
Rikers at the time. 

Miller hopes to raise 
$50,000, mostly for a legal 
team to protect her from 
any libel or slander suits, 
but also for production of 
the still-untitled movie and 
editing and publishing as-
sistance with the book.

Miller said she started 
as a corrections officers 
at Rikers March 7, 1983. 
After a year in a half, she 
moved to the  Manhattan 
and Brooklyn courts and 
worked in the same capac-
ity before retiring in July 
2005.

The idea of a book came 
to her when her older sister, 

Theresa Miller. died after a 
battle with crack addiction 
a day after the younger 
Miller retired. Miller said 
she helped her sibling get 
a job at Rikers in 1985 and 
her sister quickly became a 
victim of fellow Correction 
officers selling drugs in the 
prisons.

By 1987, Miller said 
her relative was kicked out 
of the department and ar-
rested.

“She robbed a lady 
on the church steps on a 
Sunday, that’s how bad the 
crack had her,” Miller said, 
noting her sister served 
time in prison, got clean 
and worked as a substance 
abuse counselor before re-
lapsing a few times and ul-
timately dying from addic-
tion and HIV.

“I miss her. I got to do 
this book for her,” she said.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

AVONTE OQUENDO

Robin Miller is penning a book about working as a corrections officer on Rikers Island in the 80s.  
Photo by Ken Maldonado

De Blasio signs off 
on ‘Avonte’s Law’

Rikers guard writes tell-all
Woodhaven resident raises money for legal team to review work
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Opponents of the Wil-
lets Point redevelopment 
have claimed the city can-
not legally transfer all of 
the land for the project to 
developers without addi-
tional approvals from May-
or Bill de Blasio and the 
Queens Borough Board.

The $3 billion plan will 
displace hundreds of auto 
repair shops to transform 
the area known as the Iron 
Triangle into a new neigh-
borhood with residential 
space and a megamall.

In November 2013, the 
Queens Borough Board 
consented to the sale of 23 
acres the city had slated for 
the first phase of the proj-
ect to developers Queens 
Development Group, a joint 
venture between Sterling 
Equities and Related Cos., 
for $1.

The city has since 
cleared out many of the 
businesses in Phase 1 and 
has started readying the 
site to be transferred to the 
developers. Willets Point 
United, a group represent-
ing business and land own-
ers in the area, has con-
tended the property cannot 
yet be conveyed to the de-
velopers because the city 
did not own all the neces-
sary parcels at the time the 
sale was approved.

“Only Mayor Bill de 
Blasio is empowered to au-
thorize the sale of Willets 
Point property that was 
not city-owned during the 
Bloomberg administra-
tion,” the group wrote in 
recent letters to state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
who forwarded their con-
cerns to the mayor, the city 
Economic Development 
Corp. and other involved 

agencies last Friday.
The group cited a sub-

section of the city charter, 
which authorizes the may-
or to only sell property “of 
the city.”

“How could the bor-
ough board vote on some-
thing that wasn’t even sold 
yet? What if the people 
didn’t sell?” said Gerald An-
tonacci, a representative of 

Willets Point United. “How 
could they possibly give 
away that person’s property 
until after it was bought?”

The mayor’s office did 
not respond to requests for 
comment.

The city has acquired 
more than 95 percent of the 
land slated for phase one, 
which the EDC expects to 
transfer to Queens Develop-

ment Group in the coming 
months.

Of that area, only 2 
acres have actually been 
transferred to the develop-
ers. The city has acquired 
property at the site as re-
cently as June, when it 
purchased a parcel on 37th 
Avenue, according to city 
records.

If the mayor, who has 

been fairly quiet about the 
project since taking office, 
decides to approve the sale 
of the newly acquired prop-
erties, the city would still 
need the approval of the 
Queens Borough Board, 
Antonacci said.

The city and develop-
ers are facing two pending 
lawsuits concerning the 
legality of the megamall 
being built on the former 
site of Shea Stadium. Both 
lawsuits contend the plan 
required the consent of the 
state Legislature as the site 
was mapped as parkland on 
city maps.

Arguments were heard 
in one of the cases in late 
July and a judge has yet to 
rule on it.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Willets Point is set to be redeveloped into residential, retail and commercial space. 
Photo by Alex Robinson

Opponents challenge looming Willets Point land transfer
Mayor, Borough Board need to OK project again before property can be given to developers: Group

Children who attend free, full-day, high-quality 
pre-K learn to problem solve, ask questions, 
and work together. 

Find out more about our two year planfor Pre-K  
for All at nyc.gov/prek.

#OpportunityStartsNow
Children born in 2010 are still eligible to apply for free, 

full-day, high-quality pre-K.
Call 311 ����/nycschoolsText “prek” to 877-877
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

John Liu’s campaign 
slammed state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) last 
week for what it said was 
an illegal use of taxpayer 
money to attack the former 
comptroller in their esca-
lating primary battle.

At issue was Avella’s 
announcement he was con-
sidering legislation which 
would give the 
city and state 
more power to 
go after can-
didates who 
violate election 
law.

Avella had 
criticized Liu 
for failing to pay more than 
$500,000 in fines to the city 
for illegal campaign post-
ers from his 2009 bid for 
city comptroller. The sena-
tor called on the city to put 
a lien on any campaigns as-
sociated with Liu until the 
fines were paid.

“It’s deeply disappoint-
ing that Sen. Avella would 
use his governmental of-
fice and taxpayer-funded 
staff to launch a political 
attack,” Liu said. “This 
flagrant misuse of govern-
ment resources should be 
fully investigated by the 
appropriate authorities to 
expose any and all ethi-
cal violations. Sen. Avella 
should release all internal 
official and campaign cor-
respondence relating to 
this matter so the people 
of our district can see how 
he is spending their hard-
earned tax dollars for his 
own politically motivated 
reasons.”

Avella’s campaign hit 
back at Liu, saying the alle-
gations were ridiculous.

“Deadbeat John Liu 
is desperately trying to di-

vert the public’s attention 
from the fact that he contin-
ues to owe over $500,000 to 
the taxpayers of this city,” 
Avella’s campaign spokes-
man Jason Elan said. 
“JCOPE shouldn’t waste 
their valuable time looking 
into these baseless accusa-
tions but rather investigate 
how John Liu has managed 
to avoid payment of these 
astronomical fines for 

nearly five 
years. Sen. 
Avella’s pro-
posed good 
government 
bill directly 
hurts John 
Liu’s cred-
ibility and 

floundering campaign.”
The two are grap-

pling for Senate District 
11, which includes Bayside, 
Whitestone, College Point, 
Bay Terrace, Douglaston, 
Hollis Hills and part of 
Flushing.

Avella recently bolted 
to the Independent Demo-
cratic Conference, which 
controls the Senate with 
Republicans, and provoked 
a primary from mainline 
Democrats.

But the two-term sena-
tor has racked up signifi-
cant union support and an 
endorsement from Mayor 
Bill de Blasio after his IDC 
colleagues announced a 
new power-sharing agree-
ment with Democrats in 
late June.

Liu was courted by the 
Queens Democratic Party 
to unseat Avella months 
ago and has since put to-
gether a broad coalition of 
county support.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

John Liu hits back
at Avella over fi nes

1Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are accurate as of date of publication and are subject to change without notice. The minimum 
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OTHER VOICES

Cap the Van Wyck with parkland deck
I

n lieu of the present Kew 
Gardens interchange 
project on the Van Wyck 
Expressway in Briar-

wood and the present and 
future negative environ-
mental impact of this wid-
ening construction, such 
as air and noise pollution, 
I propose that a landscape 
architecture design firm be 
consulted on the feasibility 
of a capping project for a 
parkland deck over the ex-
pressway from Hillside to 
Hoover avenues within the 
borders of Briarwood.

Presently, Briarwood 

has lost hundreds of trees 
as a result of this $148 mil-
lion boondoggle and shall 
witness increased air pollu-
tion with any increases in 
vehicular traffic through 
this intersection, with 
concomitant increases in 
asthma and cardiovascular 
disease rates. Even a mini-
mal capping project would 
lead to a projected increase 
in parkspace and tree cov-
erage in Briarwood.

I propose that an ap-
plication be filed for a $20 
million U.S. Department of 
Transportation Investment 

Generating Economic Re-
covery grant to presently 
fund this project concur-
rent with the Kew Gardens 
interchange project. The 
technology is available for 
a capping project which 
would use ventilation to re-
cycle carbon emissions and 
disperse them from Briar-
wood, a dense population 
community with Archbish-
op Molloy High School and 
the Queensborough public 
library at the Main Street 
juncture with Queens Bou-
levard and Van Wyck Ex-
pressway.

Briarwood must cease 
to be a doormat for Robert 
Moses’ inspired urban re-
newal for expressway ex-
pansions at the expense of 
public rail transportation 
and the viability of the lo-
cal ecosystem. Now is the 
time to insure that Briar-
wood has a Van Wyck park-
land deck in lieu of a trail 
of toxic smog which we are 
breathing.

Joseph Manago
Briarwood

ALONE IN COURT
Beginning this week, children who have entered the 

United States alone will be sent to 26 Federal Plaza in Man-
hattan to face deportation hearings as part of the U.S. gov-
ernment’s accelerated efforts to stem the flood of illegal 
immigrants crossing the border.

Some children as young as 5 who have made the per-
ilous journey to this country unaccompanied could be 
returned to Honduras or El Salvador, which they fled to 
dodge death at the hands of ruthless gangs roving their 
homelands.

Nearly 3,500 unaccompanied juveniles have arrived 
in New York — many in Queens, the rest of the city and the 
metropolitan area — to navigate the complex legal system 
despite not speaking English or understanding the depor-
tation proceedings.

Even in Queens, the country’s most diverse county, 
there have been rumblings from some naysayers who con-
tend these young visitors should be sent home as soon as 
possible regardless of the consequences.

But many residents seem sympathetic to the plight 
of these children, perhaps because they are immigrants 
themselves or only a generation or two removed from the 
first family member who dared to dream of a life in Amer-
ica.

In this city, with its rich history of immigration, the 
response to the sudden acceleration in the child deporta-
tion hearings has been swift. The mayor’s office of Immi-
grant Affairs has formed a task force to provide protection 
and legal help to the children, which is tapping the re-
sources of the New York Immigration Coalition, the Legal 
Aid Society, New York Law School, Catholic Charities and 
private organizations.

Public Advocate Letitia James, an attorney who has 
worked with Legal Aid, wants a help desk created in Im-
migration Court to provide lawyers for the undocumented 
youth and their families. James also plans to hold monthly 
clinics to train attorneys who volunteer to serve as a friend 
of the court during the initial hearings.

Betsy Plum, an outreach coordinator for the coali-
tion, estimated about 60 percent of the children should be 
eligible to stay here if they have a lawyer at their side.

This is not an abstract debate over the pros and cons 
of U.S. immigration policy. When vulnerable children 
land on our doorstep in New York after fleeing unimagi-
nable violence back home, we have a moral obligation to 
give them the tools to defend themselves in court.

A judge will decide each case, but the children de-
serve fair representation.  As a nation of immigrants, we 
owe that to them.
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Expansion of BID messes with democratic process
Editor’s note: The fol-

lowing letter was first pub-
lished this month in Span-
ish on queenslatino.com.

S
eth Taylor, executive 
director of the 82nd 
Street Partnership, 
is calling on prop-

erty owners, business own-
ers and residents to vote on 
the proposed expansion of a 
business improvement dis-
trict onto Roosevelt Avenue 
and Junction Boulevard.

This seemingly in-
clusive and participatory 
process for deciding local 
policy through a direct 
referendum has been, in 
the case of the 82nd Street 
Partnership, flawed and 
undemocratic and is inher-
ently biased toward approv-
ing the BID.

According to the city 
Department of Small Busi-
ness Services guidelines, 
legislative approval to ex-
pand the 82nd Street Part-
nership requires “over-

whelming support” from 
all property owners, busi-
ness owners and residents 
within the boundaries of 
the proposed new BID. To 
demonstrate this level of 
support, SBS recommends 
that the 82nd Street Part-
nership conduct a vote, 
allowing all BID-area 
stakeholders one chance 
to declare in writing their 
support or opposition to the 
district plan.

SBS has given consid-
erable leeway to the 82nd 
Street Partnership to de-
termine how the vote will 
be conducted. Rather than 
select a transparent and 
impartial arbiter, such as 
the American Arbitration 
Association, to oversee the 
process, the 82nd Street 
Partnership — which has 
a vested interest in the out-
come of the BID vote — has 
chosen itself as the entity to 
be in charge of sending out 
and collecting the ballots.

The voting period, 
which, after numerous de-
lays, began in early July, 
could last one week or six 
months, depending on what 
the 82nd Street Partnership 
decides, but the partner-
ship has yet to announce 
how long voters have to re-
turn their ballots.

Thus, rather than de-
fining the basic parameters 
of the vote in advance to en-
sure a fair and democratic 
process, the partnership is 
basing its decisions on what 
it believes will achieve its 
desired outcome.

Likewise, the 82nd 
Street Partnership has as-
sumed the role of deciding 
what the ballots say on 
them. Instead of using the 
neutral term “ballots,” the 
partnership has chosen to 
call its solicitations “state-
ments of support,” which 
stakeholders who do not 
support the BID may be dis-
couraged from filling out.

If the only people who 
send in ballots are those 
who support the BID, it 
becomes easy for the part-
nership to claim favorable 
results.

The 82nd Street Part-
nership has also not clari-
fied to district stakeholders 
that their votes will not be 
counted based on a simple 
majority. Property own-
ers’ votes count more than 
business owners’, whose 
votes count more than resi-
dents’. To this day, numer-
ous small business owners 
and residents remain unin-
formed about the proposed 
BID expansion and its asso-
ciated vote.

If the entity admin-
istering the ballots only 
selectively informs stake-
holders about the BID vote, 
it deprives people of their 
voice and undermines the 
basic tenants of an open and 
transparent referendum.

In addition, many busi-

ness owners are afraid that 
voting against the BID will 
lead to retaliation, either 
from their landlord, a city 
official or the 82nd Street 
Partnership. Several busi-
ness owners have reported 
being pressured to vote in 
favor of the BID.

When the 82nd Street 
Partnership visited Sergio 
Ruiz’s bakery and grocery 
store on Roosevelt Avenue, 
they repeatedly insisted 
he vote yes. When he said 
he did not support the BID, 
Ruiz was not given an op-
tion to vote no.

Although Taylor 
claims the incident was 
a miscommunication, on 
July 16 a small property 
and business owner, hav-
ing recently sent in his bal-
lots to SBS voting against 
the BID, received a phone 
call from Taylor on his per-
sonal cellphone.

Although the stake-
holder, who wishes to re-

main anonymous, had nev-
er given Taylor his phone 
number, Taylor called to 
try to convince the stake-
holder to change his vote. 
Needless to say, meddling 
in voters’ results ought to 
be considered a violation of 
democratic procedure.

The 82nd Street Part-
nership’s disregard for a 
free and fair protocol un-
dermines the legitimacy 
of the BID vote. Without a 
neutral entity in place to 
administer the voting pro-
cess, we cannot meaning-
fully gauge the district’s 
level of support for the pro-
posed BID expansion.

Marty Kirchner
Street Organizer

Barrios Unidos de Queens
Jackson Heights

Robin Williams will be missed

T
he tragic death of 
Robin Williams is a 
great loss to the en-
tertainment world.

During his long ca-
reer, he made many films, 
including “Dead Poet’s 
Society” and “Mrs. Doubt-

fire.”
He had the ability to 

make so many of us laugh. 
He will always be remem-
bered as one of America’s 
funniest comedians and 
actors.

The thoughts and 

prayers of all of America 
are with his family, friends 
and colleagues in the enter-
tainment industry.

Rest in peace.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

CORRECTION

An article about the abandoned Rockaway Beach Long Island Rail Road line in the Aug. 8-14 edition 
should have identifi ed an activist group as the Queens Public Transit Committee.

Obama caught in a Catch-22

R
epublican bobble 
heads have been 
screaming that Pres-
ident Barack Obama 

is not doing enough when it 
comes to Afghanistan, Isra-
el, Palestine and Russia.

But when they are 
asked what he should do, 
they are silent.

Not surprisingly, they 
have absolutely nothing 
constructive to say. Should 
we send troops? Should we 
drop an atomic bomb on 
Putin?

Perhaps Obama should 
change the color of his skin. 
I am sure that would make 

the closet racists in Con-
gress happy.

And now, all but four 
of the Republicans in Con-
gress — the least produc-
tive in history — just took a 
vote, and it was not to raise 
the minimum wage, put in 
place equal pay, create jobs 
or help veterans.

It was to sue Obama 
for “exceeding his con-
stitutional powers.” This 
lawsuit will waste valuable 
time and millions of tax-
payer dollars.

How wonderful. On 
one hand the president is 
doing nothing, and on the 

other he is doing too much.
One thing is certain: 

Aside from fighting every 
one of Obama’s initiatives 
from day one, the GOP has 
sat on its hands — only rais-
ing them to vote against 
Obama every chance they 
got regardless of the det-
rimental effect on the citi-
zens of the United States.

This is the least pro-
ductive Congress in his-
tory, and instead of doing 
their jobs they are suing 
the president for doing his.

Robert LaRosa
Whitestone
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R
ecently, Rob Asto-
rino, the Republican 
and Conservative 
candidate for gov-

ernor, spoke at the Frank 
Kenna Republican Club 
in Astoria. He seems to 
be conducting an intense 
grassroots campaign by 
speaking at Republican 
clubs, especially here in 
Queens.

In past gubernatorial 
campaigns, we have seen 
candidates mostly address-
ing political party county 
dinners and various coun-
ty and state fund-raising 
events.

Political club func-
tions, however, have not 
been done to the extent that 
Astorino has been attend-
ing them. This type of cam-
paigning seems to be going 
over well. For example, at 
the Queens Village Republi-
can Club several weeks ago, 
more than 100 guests came 
to hear Astorino. It was an 
enthusiastic crowd.

At the Frank Kenna 
club, the political enthusi-
asm continued to prevail, 
although Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo has been way ahead 
in the polls and fund-rais-
ing. Nevertheless, Astorino 
scored an upset victory for 
the office of Westchester 
County executive several 
years ago against an oppo-
nent who was during most 
of the campaign far ahead 
of him in the polls and 
fund-raising.

Some political observ-

ers think it could happen 
again, but it can be said 
that it is much more diffi-
cult to defeat an incumbent 
governor than a county ex-
ecutive candidate.

There is growing con-
troversy regarding the gov-
ernor’s action toward the 
investigation of the More-
land Commission. By first 
creating the committee and 
then abolishing it, ques-
tions have been raised that 
reflect on the campaign it-
self. This situation has con-
vinced some that the gover-
nor’s race this year may be 
in doubt as to the winning 
candidate.

Both party office hold-
ers and those running to 
gain office are interested in 
how their party candidate 
for governor does since he 
is at the head of the ticket 
and will influence the rest 
of the slate throughout the 

state.
In the weeks and 

months ahead, the gover-
nor’s battle will indicate 
through the polls and fund-
raising how the campaign 
is going.

In the 15th state Senate 
District in western Queens, 
Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-
Howard Beach) is running 
for re-election against 
Republican-Conservative 
Michael Conigliaro, who 
runs a law firm. Addabbo 
is known for being a strong 
campaigner with consider-
able grassroots support. We 
will see how the campaign 
unfolds as it becomes more 

active.
Attorney Grant Lally, 

after a narrow Republican 
primary victory, intends 
to wage an all-out fight 
against U.S. Rep. Steve 
Israel (D-Melville), who 
has been considerably suc-
cessful in his fund-raising 
efforts. The 3rd Congres-
sional District being con-
tested runs through three 
counties, including Nassau 
and Suffolk with northeast 
Queens contributing 10 per-
cent of the land area to the 
district.

As we look at the politi-
cal campaigns for next year 
in Queens, there are few 
elections for office except 
district attorney and a few 
judgeships.

In the Queens Repub-
lican Party, there will be 
36 party district leader-
ships up for election, since 
there are 18 state Assembly 

districts with two district 
leaders from each district.

Next year in Septem-
ber, the political county 
convention will be held to 
elect the Republican coun-
ty chairman in addition to 
other county officials. It 
will be the elected county 
committee that will choose 
county leaders.

Queens Democrats are 
having their county con-
vention this year. If there 
is a battle for leadership 
control of the Republican 
county organization, we 
may see a significant num-
ber of primaries between 
the organization and the 
insurgents.

Will 2015 be a year in 
which the Republican Party 
continues a prolonged civil 
war, or will it be a year of 
peace and cooperation be-
tween opposing groups? We 
will find out soon.

Astorino visiting GOP clubs in run for governor

Do not send money to people who call you up asking for it

T
he latest scam is an 
attempt by crooks 
who call you and at-
tempt to get you to 

buy a Green Dot MoneyPak 
card and then have you call 
them back with the number 
on the back so they can ac-
cess the money.

The scammers have 
been calling and claim-
ing to be either collecting 
money you owe to a util-
ity company or the IRS or 
to settle an auto accident 
or claim to be a niece or 
nephew or cousin or other 
family member who had an 
accident or was arrested or 
is ill and needs money. The 
scammers may claim to be 
foreign lawyers or doctors.

The criminals want 

you to go to a drugstore or 
other store and buy a Green 
Dot MoneyPak card and 
give them the access code 
on the card so they can take 
the money. They will ask for 
whatever amount of money 
they think you would be 
willing to spend or a ran-
dom amount such as $653. 
Sometimes they ask you to 
wire them the money.

Be aware that this is 
happening. No utility com-
pany or government agency 
will ever call asking for im-
mediate payment using a 
Green Dot MoneyPak card. 
If someone calls or e-mails 
you asking for money, nev-
er give out your personal 
or financial information or 
send them any money.

Just hang up on any 
such calls. If you want to 
check on a call or e-mail, 
then do not use any number 
the caller gives you but one 
from your bill or the phone 
book or from a legislator or 
your local precinct.

The June 2014 Newslet-
ter of the Fresh Meadows 
Homeowners Civic Asso-
ciation printed a warning 
from community affairs 
Officer Peter Capozzi, of the 
107th Precinct Community 
Affairs Unit, which warns 
of “skimming” by crooks at 
ATMs.

The criminal attaches 
a phone card reading de-
vice over the authentic 
card reader either at the 
entrance door or on the 
ATM itself. Prior to using 
an ATM, make sure there 
is nothing loose, out of 
place or crooked. Look for 
adhesive tape residue or 
scratches.

When entering your 
personal identification 
number, cover the key-
board with your other hand 
to prevent possible hidden 
cameras from recording 
your number.

The AARP July/Au-
gust Bulletin warns people 
that if you receive an e-

mail from your bank or a 
big store to report a prob-
lem with your account, do 
not click the link and log 
in. The e-mail is a fake and 
it takes you to a bogus web-
site. When you log in, the 
crooks take your password.

The June 2014 Bay-
side Hills Beacon Newslet-
ter warns people that new 
clothing collection boxes 
are illegal and an eyesore. 
They do not belong to any 
regular charity but to a 
shady, for-profit company 
that sells the clothing to 
make money. The city has 
to give a 30-day notice to 

the owner before removal.
The city will be sued 

if anything but a crayon 
notice is placed on the box. 
The people move the box 
down the street after 30 
days if they are getting lots 
of clothing to sell. Call 311 
or your community board 
about boxes.

GOOD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: Community activ-
ist Mandingo Tshaka has 
written a book about his 
days as a singer with the 
Ink Spots and his years of 
community involvement.

Tshaka was on Com-
munity Board 11 for 17 

years, worked to establish a 
park behind MS 158, made 
the city recognize an old 
slave cemetery which had 
been paved over, fought 
drug dealers and made the 
federal government admit 
that the White House and 
Capitol was built with the 
help of slave labor.

The 83-year-old civic 
leader worked with me on 
civic issues decades ago.

BAD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: One of the argu-
ments the gun lobby makes 
to encourage gun owner-
ship is to license more gun 
owners to make us safer.

Well, in June in Las 
Vegas a husband and wife 
shot and killed two police 
officers. A resident who 
had a gun permit, Joseph 
Wilcox, tried to stop one 
killer but he did not know 
there were two of them and 
the second one killed him.

So much for civilians 
with guns protecting us 
from killers.

COLUMNS

William
Lewis

n

Bob
Harris

n No utility company or government 
agency will ever call asking for 

immediate payment using a Green Dot 
MoneyPak.

Race heats up 
over Moreland 
Commission 
controversy.
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THE WINDSOR SCHOOL

37-02 Main Street
Flushing, NY 11354

718.359.8300
www.thewindsorschool.com 

Call for additional information regarding admission.

charitable group 
based in the West 
Indian community 
is seeking to collect 

school supplies to aid pu-
pils in the Caribbean.

West Indians for Hu-
manity, a collection of 
individuals in Queens, 
Brooklyn, Long Island and 
the Caribbean, are known 
for previous efforts that in-
clude shipping several bar-
rels of donated goods from 
Queens to the Caribbean 
last year.

The Drive to Educate 
is a focused initiative by 
the group, targeting what 
they realized was the most 

pressing need when they 
visited the Caribbean last 
year to distribute dona-
tions. Last year, a nominal 
amount of supplies was col-
lected at the Guyana Expo, 
at Queens College.

This motivated WISH 
to dedicate a more focused 
effort at collecting more 
school supplies.

“Some kids [there] 
don’t even have a back-
pack,” said Safraz Dean, 
president of West Indians 
Serving Humanity.

The group is primarily 
seeking to collect a hundred 
backpacks — a fundamen-
tal need for these children. 
Notebooks, crayons, pencils 
and erasers are the highest 
priority. If possible, sup-
plies will be portioned into 
the backpacks and handed 
to each student.

Like other WISH col-
lections, the donated items 
will be shipped in barrels 

to the destination. The 
supplies collected will be 
divided equally between 
Trinidad and Guyana, with 
the assistance of reputable 
organizations in those 
countries.

“There are a lot of 
great suggestions on where 
to go, but it all depends on 
how much we are able to 
collect,” said Dean.

Currently, WISH is ap-
pealing to local businesses 
and houses of worship to 
allow small collection bins 
for the gathering of these 
supplies from the commu-
nity.

“A church, mandir 
[Hindu temple] or a mosque, 
even a store with high foot 
traffic, so people can drop 
off their donations there,” 
Dean said.

Also in the works will 
be an online fund-raising 
campaign to procure com-
puters for the children of 

the Railway View Project 
in the West Demerara re-
gion of Guyana.

Railway View is an 
impoverished area and the 
Railway View Project helps 
to educate area children 
as well as provide support 
for young mothers in the 
area. The children, 50 of 
whom were recipients of do-
nated toys last year, have a 

nearby community center, 
where the computers will 
be housed and secured for 
their benefit.

Locally, the group 
plans to continue its holi-
day toy drive, which fa-
cilitates the collection of 
toys in south Queens on 
behalf of Toys for Tots. Last 
year’s toy drive benefitted 
children in Guyana, but 

this year Dean noted “we 
wanted to send things that 
would have more value to 
the kids in Guyana, like the 
school supplies.”

Previously, the group 
also raised funds for and 
participated in the AIDS 
walk, earlier this year.

The Drive to Educate 
will last until Sept. 30 and, 
according to Dean, WISH 
intends to have the supplies 
in the Caribbean by Decem-
ber.

Those looking to do-
nate items or host a collec-
tion bin may contact the 
group at info@thewish-
group.org or at facebook.
com/thewishgroup, where 
phone numbers are avail-
able to arrange for a pickup 
in Queens, Brooklyn, Long 
Island, the Bronx and Yon-
kers.

Boro West Indian group seeks to collect school supplies
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BY JUAN SOTO

Corona, meet the next Rafael 
Nadal, Roger Federer and Novak 
Djokovic.

All at once.
Just weeks before the US 

Open International Tennis Tour-
nament kicks off Aug. 25, Queens 
kids received free lessons Friday 
from top-notch tennis instructors 
at Corona Plaza, in the vicinity 
of 103rd Street and Roosevelt Av-
enue.

More than 20 youngsters 10 
and under played tennis at the 
two mini-courts set up on the as-
phalt by the United States Tennis 
Association. The courts are 36 
feet in length and 18 feet wide.

All the kids borrowed rac-
quets and foam balls to participate 
in the initiative, which included 
a lesson on basic tennis skills, 
terminology and information on 
long-term athletic development.

“This is wonderful, it makes 
people aware of tennis,” said Mar-
ty Weinstein, a member of the 

community outreach program of 
the USTA. “We have a lot of events 
happening throughout the year.”

The so-called “Fridays un-
der the Seven” will continue this 
Friday between 10:30 a.m. and 12 

p.m.
Weinstein, who has been 

playing tennis for the past 40 
years, said many city residents 
“don’t know the facilities where 
the US Open is played are open to 

the public.”
He added that the USTA or-

ganizes summer camps and other 
activities at the internationally 
known tennis courts.

At the tennis exhibition 
event in Corona Plaza, the USTA 
also set up a tent to provide infor-
mation on low-cost activities and 
programs available all year at the 
Billie Jean King National Tennis 
Center.

All the youth who inaugu-
rated the Tennis under the Seven 
program enjoyed the lessons. 
Most of them grabbed a tennis 
racquet for the first time in their 
lives. They loved the experience 
and some seemed to be naturals.

There was a second session 
from 4 p.m. until 6 p.m.

To top it all, they got to see 
the genuine US Open trophies. 
One of them held the men’s title 
cup. It had Rafael Nadal’s name 
engraved last as the 2013 cham-
pion.

“Not even Rafael Nadal saw 
his name in the trophy yet,” USTA 

workers said.
Along with the sport, there 

were Zumba lessons, children’s 
games and free dance instruc-
tion at the hands of nearby EC 
Squared’s studio teachers.

The event, organized by the 
Queens Economic Development 
Corp., also included a farmer’s 
market, where the kids partici-
pated in several healthy work-
shops.

City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst), state 
Assemblyman Francisco Moya 
(D-Jackson Heights) and Commu-
nity Board 4 members dropped 
by the free tennis lessons activity 
and spent time playing with the 
kids.

And for this Friday, the pro-
gram includes more healthy eat-
ing demonstrations, a merchant’s 
showcase and back-to-school dis-
counts.

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Queens youngsters receive tennis lessons at Corona Plaza as part of the upcom-
ing U.S. Open International Tournament activities. Photo by Juan Soto

Corona Plaza becomes farm for next Nadal and Federer
Dozens of Queens youngsters given free tennis lessons in two mini-courts set near No. 7 train

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary Hospital is collaborating with the Jewish Community
to provide the best end-of-life care.

To learn more, visit http://yu.edu/riets/end-of-life-care 
and www.calvaryhospital.org, or call 718-518-2000.

Calvary Hospital’s End-of-Life Halachic Advisory Program provides families 
and community rabbis with rabbinic consultation about the intricate laws 
that govern terminally ill patients. Observant patients and families who 
choose care at Calvary Hospital or our Home Hospice, can look forward 
to things such as a Kosher Food Pantry, expert end-of-life care from 
Calvary‘s two Orthodox Rabbis, and Shabbos housing and prayer 
services at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine of Yeshiva University.

Calvary and Yeshiva University’s affiliated Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological 
Seminary (RIETS) have formed this collaboration to help all Jews get the 
best possible end-of-life care under Halakha. RIETS rabbinic experts are 
available 24/7 to provide people with Halachic advice and to interact with 
Calvary’s rabbis.
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FULL MENU NOW AVAILABLE

OPEN ONE HOUR PRIOR TO SHOW TIME

For more information visit www.TheTheatreAtWestbury.com • Box Office Open Mon.-Sat. 12:30PM-5:30PM

SUNDAY SEPT. 14

SATURDAY AUGUST 30SATURDAY AUGUST 23 WEDNESDAY AUGUST 27 FRIDAY AUGUST 29 SUNDAY SEPT. 7 • 7PM

SATURDAY OCT. 18

SUNDAY NOV. 2 • 3PM SATURDAY NOV. 8

FRIDAY SEPT. 19

FRI. & SAT., SEPT. 26 & 27

SATURDAY SEPT. 20 • 7PM

SUN. OCT. 5 • 1PM & 4PM SATURDAY OCT. 11 SUNDAY OCT. 12 • 7PM

SATURDAY SEPT. 13FRIDAY SEPT. 12

SUNDAY OCT. 26 • 3PM SATURDAY NOV. 22FRI. & SAT., NOV. 14 & 15
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U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) saw her first 
bill signed into law by 
President Barack Obama 
this week.

The freshman con-
gresswoman’s law will 
expand the International 
Religious Freedom Act, 
which defines violations 
of religious freedoms to 
include the desecration 
of cemeteries around the 
world.

“This new law makes 
it clear that our society will 
not tolerate the desecration 
of cemeteries whether mo-
tivated by anti-Semitism, 
hate or greedy and uncar-
ing developers,” Meng 
said. “It will be a new and 
critical tool to combat the 
desecration of cemeteries 
and provide a much-need-
ed boost towards promot-
ing preservation, tolerance 

and respect for cemeteries 
across the globe.”

Meng first introduced 
the law, called the Protect 

Cemeteries Act, in Febru-
ary.

— Alex Robinson

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) 
scored a couple endorse-
ments in her re-election 
campaign this week.

The AFL-CIO, an affil-
iation of statewide unions 
representing roughly 
18,000 voters in District 16, 
announced their support of 
Stavisky, who is fending off 
a primary challenge from 
S.J. Jung.

“Sen. Stavisky has 
been a passionate advocate 
that working families can 
count on, both at home in 

Queens and when repre-
senting them in Albany,” 
Mario Cilento, president of 
the New York State AFL-
CIO, said. “We are proud to 
support Sen. Stavisky’s re-
election and look forward 
to working with her on im-
portant issues like creating 
good jobs and investing in 
the public services we all 
rely on.”

The New York League 
of Conservation Voters, an 
environmental advocacy 
group, also endorsed the in-
cumbent Wednesday.

“Queens needs more 
environmental leaders like 
Toby Ann Stavisky,” said 
Jon Del Giorno, chairman 
of NYLCV’s New York City 
Chapter. “Throughout her 
time in public service, Sen. 
Stavisky has been a staunch 
advocate for a greener, 
healthier New York. We are 
proud to endorse her and 
we encourage Queens resi-
dents who want clean air 
and a greener environment 
to vote for Toby Stavisky 
this fall.”

Former U.S. Rep. An-
thony Weiner is cooking 
up a comeback in the Rock-
aways.

The congressman, 
who resigned in June 2011 
after admitting he sent ex-
plicit images to women on-
line, was listed as a player 
in the Rockaway Restora-
tion Kitchen Inc. initiative 

when it solicited job appli-
cants online last week.

The posting on ideal-
ist.org, described a vision 
for a healthy, sustainable 
restaurant that would offer 
culinary training to unem-
ployed New Yorkers and 
then help them find jobs.

Weiner is discussing 
a restaurant space with ex-

ecutives of Arverne Views, 
according to published re-
ports.

He tweeted “large pock-
ets of unemployed in Rock-
away; big need for cooks in 
nyc; experience in a real 
kitchen is vital” shortly af-
ter the news broke.

— Sarina Trangle

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng passes her first law through Congress.  
Photo by Alex Robinson

Meng passes fi rst law

Stavisky wins endorsements

Weiner eyes non-profi t in Rockaways

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone
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www.Amendolas.comAmityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 
Huntington Area

(631) 760-9791

Serving The Western 
Suffolk Area
(631) 471-0011

COMP
ARE

APPLE
S

TO
APPLE

S

Proudly Made

on Long Island 1-800-BUY-FENCE
Serving Nassau, Queens & Western Suffolk Residential & CommercialSSS i NN QQS i N Q

4 Convenient Locations

FREE “AT HOME” 
ESTIMATES

LAST CALL UP
TO 

*33% OFF

Mon Sat 8am 6pmp ppMon Sat 9am 5pmp

*Up to 33% off on a qualified in-stock PVC or wood purchase with installation and this ad.  Minimum purchase of $2900 required. Not applicable on prior purchases.  See store for details.  Loan activation 
fee is extra.  Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Accepting Most 
Insurance Plans

We Accept:
Blue Cross 

Blue Shield, 
Blue View & 

Most Eyemed 
Insurance

WE ARE A GVS 
PROVIDER

Please call us 
to see if we 

accept  your 
insurance

NO–LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses 
w/ Metal Frames

$9999
Exam Not Included

VARILUX
Progressive Lenses
(No–Line Bifocals)
w/ Metal Frames

$16999

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside

718–279–2020
Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 10 - 530 
Tues. & Thurs. 11 - 730  - 430OF BAYSIDE

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES
$6999

Including Free Eye Exam

BUY 1 PAIR 
OF GLASSES 

RECEIVE 1 PAIR 
OF EQUAL OR LESSER 

VALUE*

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be 
combined with any other offers, promotions, 

Free Eye Exam 
included with purchase 

of Glasses.
Limited Time Only!

www.eyesupplyofbayside.com
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Dragon boats swarmed over 
Meadow Lake at Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park as 
racers and spectators en-
joyed the festivities (clock-
wise from l.); A dragon head 
makes for an intimidating 
looking vessel; dragon boats 
race across the water in one 
of several events; singer 
Tamika Lawrence performs 
on stage for the crowd; a 
dragon boat racer from DCH 
Racing returns from the fin-
ish line thirsting for water; 
Chih Yeh of Verizon grills 
for the team; visitors line up 
all over for some of the free 
gifts offered by vendors; and 
6-year-old Joanna, center, 
attempts to fly a kite. 

Dragons  
Take To 
Water
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195-05 69th Avenue, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

FREE Practice SHSAT 
Saturday, August 23rd, 11am–12:30pm
Free SHSAT Practice and Review with Expert Instructors

Free High School Admissions Seminar for Parents

SHSAT Test Prep
September 9th–October 23rd

Tuesdays/Thursdays 5:00 pm–7:30 pm  Tests Sundays: 9 am–12 pm

Includes 32 hours of instruction  3 Full-Length Practice SHSATs 

Tuition: $850

Experience the KL Prep Difference
 The best teachers
 Advanced test-taking strategies
 New, custom-designed curriculum
 Thousands of original practice questions
 Personal feedback and attention
 State-of-the-art facilities

CALL NOW 
TO REGISTER! 

SPACE IS 
LIMITED!

 

Thursday 
  Nights Out

Check out your favorite salons, shops, 
restaurants and bars for weekly specials  

to kick off  your summer weekend.

The Bayside Village BID
(718) 423-2434
info@baysidevillagebid.com

Sponsored by:

��������		��	
���������������������

For a list of  participating businesses visit: 
www.baysidevillage.net

Bayside Village BID 
for weekly specials @baysidebid

Now Through August 28th

Come Visit

102 Audrey Avenue, Oyster Bay
We are open Sat. & Sun. 10 AM – 4 PM
and invite you to our Visitor Center,
Theodore Roosevelt’s 
historic train station, 
display yard with railroad 
equipment and turntable.

This year we are

celebrating the 1964–1965

New York World’s Fair with

a collection of memorabilia,

photos and “O” scale layout

of the LIRR pavilion. Go aboard

the famed Alco Diesel cab and

other historic rolling stock

at the display yard.

Contact Us at 516–558–7036
or on the web at www.obrm.org

Admission: $5.00 Adults, $4.00 Seniors 62+, $3.00 Children 6–12, 5 and Under FREE 

30-50 Whitestone Expy, Suite 400
Flushing, NY 11354

www.tcilpn.com

BRAND NEW 
STATE-OF-THE-ART FACILITY

PROGRAMS DEVELOPED FOR 
NURSES BY NURSES

TRAIN FOR JOBS IN HOSPITALS, 
CLINICS, HOMECARE FACILITIES

CLASSES START FALL 2014

REGISTER NOW!
(718) 362-9500

YOU CAN BECOME A 
LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSE
IN JUST 12 MONTHS!

TRANSITIONS 
CAREER INSTITUTE

School of 
Nursing
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Queens celebrates the 
National Night Out Against 
Crime (clockwise from top 
l.) Tom Tyson helps to set 
up by tying balloons to a 
banner at the 107th’s Night 
Out; a child takes to the air 
inside a bounce house at 
the 111th’s festivities; in the 
109th Precinct a child reach-
es for fresh cotton candy; 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown speaks about 
the importance of police 
and community relations at 
the 103rd’s event; back at 
the 107th Chris Falco tries 
out a friends bike; 16-year-
old Christen South relaxes 
on the lawn at Rufus King 
Park before a performance 
by Saido Karate for the citi-
zens of the 103rd Precinct; 
rides are available free to 
the public at the 114th’s 
Night Out; again at the 103rd 
Police Commissioner William 
Bratton makes an appear-
ance and thanks Queens for 
their enthusiastic welcome. 

A Night Out 
Against 
Crime
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BY JUAN SOTO

The Jamaica Center 
BID is looking for a new ex-
ecutive director after Feli-
cia Tunnah was let go over 
differences with the BID’s 
board on how to promote 
downtown Jamaica.

“It was a mutual deci-
sion,” said Tunnah, who 
was hired as the business 
improvement district’s ex-
ecutive director last Sep-
tember. “The board and I 
had different visions for 
downtown.”

She declined in an 
email to give any specifics 
about the decision, but she 
added that “I wish them 
well,” referring to the BID’s 
future projects.

Jamaica Center’s web-
site confirmed the organi-
zation was looking for Tun-
nah’s replacement.

It wants to hire a “tal-
ented and seasoned profes-
sional to serve as its execu-
tive editor,” according to 
the BID’s Web page.  The 
person will be responsible 
for the “overall administra-
tion, financial management 
and day-to-day activities” 
of the BID, which covers a 
15-block commercial area 
in downtown Jamaica.

Tunnah, who holds a 
master’s in city planning 
from the University of 
Pennsylvania, was hired 
last September to replace 
Laurel Brown.

Brown, who took over 
the organization in 2011, 
left at the time to head the 
Downtown Brooklyn Part-
nership.

Brown was one of three 
BID executives from across 
the city to be honored in 
July with a 2013 leadership 
award from the city Depart-
ment of Small Business 
Services, which oversees a 
total of 67 BIDs.

During her tenure, 
Tunnah completed a project 
to install 100 street lamps 
along Jamaica Avenue to 
improve security after se-
curing $229,000 in funding 
for the borough president. 
She also brought a pedes-
trian plaza to the area.

“She was getting work 

done,” said Greg Mays, 
founder of A Better Jamai-
ca, a community nonprofit.

“But she had a hard act 
to follow after replacing” 
Laurel Brown, he pointed 
out.

Tunnah was also 
responsible for the Arts 
& Soul of the Southeast 
Queens Community show-
case, an outdoor exhibi-
tion put into place with the 
collaboration of the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion Art Program and the 
Jamaica Center for Arts 
and Learning. The artwork 
is on Parsons Boulevard, 
between Jamaica and Ar-
cher avenues, adjacent to 
the subway station.

In the exhibition, Mar-
garet Rose Vendryes and 
Dominique Sindayiganza 
presented their paintings 
and photographs of young 
girls and women as a way 
to examine the role of race 
and gender in contempo-
rary African and African-
American communities.

“This was a very good 
idea, a good project,” Mays 
said. “She was able to do 
stuff, like the street lights 
with the help of Melinda 
Katz’s office,” he added, 
referring to the borough 
president.

In the meantime, Der-
by Irby is serving as inter-
im executive director at Ja-
maica Center BID, founded 
35 years ago.

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Jamaica Center BID
splits with director

For local information call 718-817-4876, email
rotcroo@fordham.edu or visit
goarmy.com/rotc/student

The Jamaica Center BID cov-
ers a 15-block commercial area 
in downtown Jamaica. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado
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BY BILL PARRY

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) 
presented congressional 
citations to two Jackson 
Heights groups which 
played a role in helping a 
neighbor in need.

Solution Docs and the 
Ecuadorian International 
Center helped secure a 
humanitarian parole for a 
9/11 clean-up worker and 
Jackson Heights resident 
Martha Friere.

“Martha Friere was 
there for our country dur-
ing one of the most difficult 
times in our history, and 
I’m proud to see our Jack-
son Heights community 
come together for her now,” 
Crowley said.

A survivor of domes-
tic abuse, Friere lived in 
the United States under U 
non-immigrant visa status, 

but when she left the coun-
try for Ecuador in 2013 to 
attend the funeral of one 
of her daughters, she was 
not allowed to re-enter the 
country.

That is when Friere 
contacted Solution Docs for 
help. The Jackson Height-
based immigrant services 
provider agreed to help her 
file for humanitarian pa-
role at no cost.

Her application was 
subsequently approved 
based on the numerous 
medical conditions she de-
veloped as a result of her 
exposure to hazardous ma-
terials during the clean-up 
effort at the World Trade 
Center after the Sept. 11 ter-
rorist attacks.

On Sept. 14, 2001, Fri-
ere went to work for a sub-
contractor cleaning offices 
and banks in the building 
that surrounded Ground 

Zero. For the next six 
months she worked eight-
hour shifts six days a week, 
cleaning the dust and ash 
that settled over every sur-
face.

Friere was never pro-
vided gloves, protective 
suits or breathing appara-

tuses and she soon devel-
oped respiratory problems, 
starting with asthma. She 
was diagnosed with thy-
roid cancer in 2010 and be-
gan receiving treatment at 
Bellevue Hospital Center.

With the help of Solu-
tion Docs and the immi-

gration advocacy group 
Ecuadorian International 
Center, Friere was able to 
return to the United States, 
where she is caring for her 
17-year-old daughter, who 
had been left on her own in 
Jackson Heights.

“Thanks to the col-
laborative effort between 
one of our local immigrant 
associations and a small 
business committed to giv-
ing back to our community, 
Martha was able to reunite 
with her family in Queens 
and continue receiving the 
healthcare she needs and 
deserves,” Crowley said.

Friere will restart he 
cancer treatments next 
week.

She was one of nearly 
20,000 clean-up, recovery 
and rescue workers who 
worked in and around 
Ground Zero in the year fol-
lowing the terrorist attacks. 

The deadline for them to 
register their service with 
the New York State Work-
er’s Compensation Board is 
Sept. 11, 2014.

The registration is 
part of the board’s “Tell 
Us You Were There” cam-
paign, urging those work-
ers to file a WTC-12 form to 
preserve the right to future 
benefits, should they ever 
need them.

Workers at Ground 
Zero, Fresh Kills Landfill, 
the barges, the piers and 
the morgues, whether they 
were employed or volun-
teered, are eligible.

The form is available 
at wcb.ny.gov/WTC12 and 
anyone with questions can 
call 855-WTC-2014.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley honors a Jackson Heights group for helping 
Martha Friere (third from r.) return to the United States. 

Photo courtesy Joe Crowley

Crowley honors two groups that helped Jax Hts woman
9/11 clean-up worker denied re-entry to U.S. after trip to Ecuador to attend her daughter’s funeral

OPEN HOUSE 
Friday, August 22, 2014
5-7:30 pm

Come and visit our Temple, pre-
register your child for Religious 
School, (FREE KINDERGARDEN 
THROUGH 3RD GRADE FOR 
TEMPLE MEMBERS!), and stay for 
an informal Shabbat Service. A 
light supper will be served.

Remember to come and 
celebrate the High Holidays with 
us!!

FREE HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICES

SELICHOT
Saturday, September 20, 2014
8:00 pm

ROSH HASHANAH
Children’s Service
Thursday, September 25, 2014 
2:00 pm

Rosh Hashanah (2nd day) 
Friday, September 26, 2014
10:00 am

YOM KIPPUR 
Saturday, October 4, 2014

Children’s Service
2:00 pm

Afternoon Service
3:00 pm

Yizkor/ Ne-ilah Service
5:00 pm

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM OF FLUSHING
A REFORM SYNAGOGUE SERVING OUR AREA FOR OVER 60 YEARS

171-39  Northern Boulevard, Flushing, NY

For information contact 
The Temple Offi ce at (718) 463-4737 or 

e-mail membership@templebethsholom.org 
or visit our website at 

www.templebethsholom.org
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BTCOMING SOON IN BAYSIDE

FREE WAX OFFER
During our Grand Opening Week, all wax services are complimentary
Visit waxcenter.com, click location/Bayside and join our Grand Opening Guest List

REVEALING 
BEAUTIFUL SKIN®

Bayside / 718-631-0900
38-46 Bell Blvd. Bayside, NY 11361

europeanwax
waxcenter.com
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BY BILL PARRY
 
The man behind the 

popular LIC Arts Open may 
see his theater shuttered 
unless the community ral-
lies behind him.

Richard Mazda’s Se-
cret Theatre, an intimate 
off-Broadway house, at 44-
02 23rd St. in Long Island 
City, is in a financial hole 
brought on by unforeseen 
expenses.

“On the surface we are 
very successful because of 
our great shows,” Mazda 
said. “‘Oliver’ sold out al-
most every night and ‘Rich-
ard III’ had tremendous 
reviews, but ‘Oliver’ cost 
$18,000 to produce and with 
all the sell-outs we only 
broke even.”

Founded by Mazda in 
2007, Secret Theatre has 
become part of the fabric of 
the culture scene in west-
ern Queens, hosting plays, 
musicals, opera and dance. 
In addition to two perfor-
mance theaters, the venue 
offers other spaces that are 
rented out for rehearsals, 
parties, art exhibits and 
film screenings.

“Even though most of 
our staff is volunteers and 
interns, our margins are 
always slim and we can’t 
budget for the future,” Maz-
da said. “This past year we 
ran into a lot of expenses 
that we never budgeted for 
and if we can’t raise enough 
funds we’ll have to shrink 
or go out of business.”

Mazda’s troubles be-
gan in late 2012, when the 
city Department of Build-
ings found that the land-
lord’s certificate of occu-
pancy was out of date.

“That led to further 
routine inspections that 
found not everything was 
up to code,” Mazda said. 
“The amount of money re-
quired to bring the build-
ing up to code was in the 
hundreds of thousands. 
The burden fell heavily on 
the landlord, who’s been 
very nice and supportive, 
but the fines and fees that 

we accrued got expensive 
quickly for a theater like 
this.”

DOB confirms the fines 
have been paid and there 
are no current complaints 
or violations against Secret 
Theatre.

Now Mazda is hoping 
to raise $10,000 by the first 
week of September with his 
“Can You Keep the Secret” 
fund-raising campaign on 
the crowdfunding website 
Indiegogo.

“Now we are fully 
compliant and up to code, 
but our finances have been 
wrecked,” Mazda said. 
“This is the first time we’ve 
turned to the community to 
help us with this financial 
hurdle. 10K is a huge nut 
for us, it really broke our 
back.”

He further explained 
that grants generally do not 
apply to mainstream the-
aters like his unless perfor-
mances are tied to a larger 
program like at the project-
led  Chocolate Factory and 
Thalia Theatre.

“We just don’t fit into 
that model,” Mazda said. 

“We are in the process of 
changing our business 
model so we can apply for 
grants, but that takes time,.  
There’s no magic bullet 
here.”

The future of Secret 
Theatre will have no bear-
ing on the future of LIC 
Arts Open, the annual five-
day festival which will cel-
ebrate its fifth anniversary 
in May.

It may, however, affect 
the Queens World Film Fes-
tival.

 “I hope everything 
works out because we have 
the Secret Theatre booked 
in March,” QWFF co-found-
er Katha Cato said. “The 
filmmakers and may staff 
really love that space, it’s a 
wonderful asset to Queens, 
a real legit theater experi-
ence. This is an anchor for 
Long Island City and I hope 
all of Queens steps up to the 
plate for Richard.” 

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Secret Theatre owner Richard Mazda asks the LIC community to 
help him overcome a financial hurdle. Courtesy Orestas Gonzales

Secret Theatre fi ghting
to keep its doors openGerman   Lessons

After School Program
New York State

Accredited Language Program

Low Tuition
Minimum Age: 4 Years

No Previous German Necessary
Classes Meet Once a Week

Playgroup Age 4–5 From 4:30–6:l5
Kindergarten Age 5–6

Other Classes Ages 7–l5

Four convenient locations
in the Greater New York area:

Ridgewood, Queens. Manhattan (NY),
FranklinSquare, Garden City.

Classes start
second week in September

For more information see:

www.German-American-School.org

or call:

212 787 7543
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NO
SALES
TAX! www.uwds.com (888) 631-2131

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-25660-H13 

• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

$899 $899 $949 $949

INCLUDES CAULKING, STOP
MOULDING AND DEBRIS REMOVAL

REG. ON SALE

STEEL SECURITY DOOR
•3 Standard Sizes
•Real Steel Construction
•Dead Bolt and Door Knob
•Black Powder Coat Finish
•Glass and Screen
FULLY INSTALLED

$59900$81500

REG.

ON SALE
$29900

$59900

ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE

  A1-SEN
Custom sizes and 10 colors available NO TAX

COUPON

LEADED
GLASS

FULLY INSTALLED

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

AWNINGS & CARPORTS
DOOR HOODS SAVE $150

REG. ON SALE
$34900$49900

REG. ON SALE
$48900$63900

COUPON

COUPON

REG. ON SALE
$13900

BASEMENT WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE UP TO 32” x 18”

FULLY WELDED FULLY INSTALLED

SLIDERS OR
HOPPERS

$39900

COUPON

No Min. Req. NO TAX

Energy Star WindowsSUPER
SAVER

Uniweld Double Hung
FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

ON SALE
$18900

REG.
$39900

COUPON

•Low E Argon Gas
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Moulding

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
& LEADERS

CUSTOM

Many colors 
& Sizes available

37500Leaf Protection
Soffit & Fascia

Ask About

$

COUPON

GARAGE DOOR

8' x 7 '

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

REG.
ON SALE

$59900

$89900

COUPON

• 2 Inch Thick Steel Door
• New Tracks and Hardware

(718) 362-5222•(914) 358-9650•(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

BROOKLYN•QUEENS
130-11 Atlantic Ave.

Richmond Hill, NY  11418
299 Peninsula Blvd.

Hempstead, NY 11550

CUSTOM-SIZED!

CUSTOM-PAINTED
STEEL DOORS

FULLY INSTALLED

Includes:
REG. $149900
• 8 Coat Paint Finish
• Adjustable Saddle
• 20 Gauge/10 Gauge
   Reinforced Steel Frame
• Magnetic Seal
• Double Insulated Glass
• Door Knob/Dead Bolt
• Full line of Fiberglass 
   Doors also available

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

NO
SALES

TAX

SAVE THIS AD SAVE THIS AD

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

ROOFING SIDING

Starting at 

29952995
Starting at 

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

3995

2129

3995

2129
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

MASONRY

FREE
in Home

Estimates

Top Quality And Low Prices For 27 Years We’ve Proven It Can Be Done • Top Quality And Low Prices For 27 Years We’ve Proven It Can Be Done

0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
Purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
Purchase

or

TOP QUALITY AND LOW PRICES
FOR 27 YEARS WE’VE PROVEN IT CAN BE DONE

SALE PRICES VALID AUGUST 1st -AUGUST 31st, 2014



TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. 
Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!
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CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2013 CHEVY

$99 $103
Stk# 1382, 3k mi. Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR: $115

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#73236

$10,995
CIVIC'12 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
31k miles, Stk#5650

$15,995
ROGUE'13 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
11k miles, Stk#7453

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
CAMARO'14 CHEVY

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#6879

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
21k miles, Stk#84619

COROLLA2013 TOYOTA

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

CRV2011 HONDA

Stk# 4923, 24k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995

328i xdrive2013 BMW

Stk# 3881, 18k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

ALTIMA2013 NISSAN

Stk# 267298, 20k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995

C3002011 MERCEDES

Stk# 3824, 14k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

ML-3502011 MERCEDES

Stk# 5589, 25k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

PILOT LX2011 HONDA

Stk# 5210, 23k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$14,995

ESCAPE2012 FORD

Stk# 7278, 72k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$10,995

$8,995
ELANTRA'13 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 
28k miles, Stk#3640

RAV42011 TOYOTA

Stk# 1066, 48k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$9,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2011 ACURA MDX

Stk#1321, 48k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$23,459

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us,  We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2001 Honda Civic, 87k  73406 $2,995
 2000 Honda Civic, 130k 544413 $2,995
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2004 Lexus IS 300, 84k 40087448 $4,995
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM! 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
2010 Honda Fit, 17k 73329 $6,395 
2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 465633 $9,995
2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $10,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $11,500
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 72824 $13,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995 
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995 
 2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee, 19k 134954 $16,900 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 82896 $16,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $18,995
 2012 Infiniti G37x, 9k 7774 $19,595
 2012 Ford Explorer, 34k 2398 $21,895
       MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 36k 034527 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 28k  4761 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Grand Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 036772 $13,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $13,995
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37, 52k 83017 $14,888

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2013 ACURA TL

Stk# 7918, 18k mi.

BUY 
FOR: $17,995
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BY BILL PARRY

Joe Hartigan grew 
tired of waiting for the bor-
ough’s elected officials to 
provide economic leader-
ship in Rockaway, a com-
munity still struggling 
with its post-Superstorm 
Sandy recovery nearly two 
years after the storm.

So he took matters into 
his own hands and the re-
sult was a high-end street 
fair right on the boardwalk 
at Beach 86th Street last 
weekend.

The retired FDNY lieu-
tenant teamed up with a 
Long Island-based promot-
er and the city Parks De-
partment to stage the first 
Rockaway Beach Board-
walk Craft & Gift Fair. 
Nearly 60 vendors took part 
selling handmade designer 
jewelry, household decor 
and clothing, among other 
items.

“What I was happy 
about was that it was very 
popular with the beachgo-
ers, but even more popular 
with the vendors,” Harti-
gan said. “When I polled 
each of them on Sunday, I 
asked if they’d be interested 
in coming back next year, 
and they said they’d love to 
be back next weekend.”

Hartigan got the idea 
during a conference in 
Long Beach, L.I., last year.

“It was about the re-
construction of their board-
walk that was lost during 
Sandy,” Hartigan said. “All 
they were talking about 
was their great craft fair 
that they always had before 
the storm, They said Alan 
ran the best one.”

Alan Finchley, found-
er and promoter of Long Is-
land Street Fairs, listened 
to Hartigan’s pitch and 
jumped at the chance to 
help Rockaway.

“We wanted to bring 
visitors back to Rockaway,” 
he said. “Each of our regu-
lar vendors has followers 
on Twitter and Facebook, 
so we knew there would be 
people making their way 

here during the weekend.”
Finchley grew up on 

123rd Street in Rockaway 
Park and spent a few sum-
mers working in an ar-
cade on 116th Street, so the 
weekend was not business 
as usual.

“It’s not about making 
money, it’s about bringing 
business and positive think-
ing back to Rockaway,” he 
said. “A positive experience 
translates to positive word 
of mouth, and the word gets 
out that Rockaway is back 
and open for business.”

Hartigan, a resident of 
132nd Street in Belle Har-
bor, looks at the restoration 
of the beaches in Rockaway 
and cannot help but notice 
how empty they are even on 
the most beautiful days.

“We’re just trying to 
get beachgoers and other 
visitors to come back and 
help the businesses that we 
have left,” he said. The city’s 
Parks Department said 
Rockaway has had nearly 
3 million visitors this year, 
1.5 million during July 
alone. “Jones Beach had 8 
million people two years 

ago,” Hartigan said.  “If we 
had better transportation, 
we could get some of that 
crowd because it’s closer to 
all the tourists staying in 
Manhattan. That’s why I’m 
such an advocate for the fer-
ry. More visitors translates 
to jobs and this community 
has the highest unemploy-
ment rate in Queens.”

The fair was a big hit 
with the shoppers, and it 
might have a bigger benefit 
for the Rockaways, accord-
ing to Finchley.

“Some of the vendors 
were still setting up their 
stalls when the people 
started buying,” he said. 
“Some of the vendors were 
looking at the beautiful 
buildings across Shore 
Front Parkway [the Day-
ton Towers] and thought 
they might like to live here, 
maybe even move their 
businesses to some of those 
vacant storefronts on 116th 
Street.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Nearly 60 vendors sell their wares at the first Rockaway Beach 
Boardwalk Craft & Gift Fair. Photo by Bill Parry

Rockaway fair brings 
crowds back to beach

JOIN & ROLL YOUR 
WAY TO FREE PLAY!

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

In Queens Near JFK Airport. 
Locate Your Free Shuttle: RWRedExpress.com

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. 
PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-hour Problem Gaming Hotline: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

August 1 – December 31, 2014

PLUS  EARN & GET 

$10 Dining Voucher on sign-up day.
New members only. See Genting Rewards for rules and details.

WIN UP TO $100 FREE PLAY.
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Annual 
Health & Wellness 

Fair
Saturday, 

August 16, 2014
11am-3pm
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Flushing, New York, July 
22, 2014 - U.S. President Barack 
Obama invited the top Smith-
sonian Institution supporters 
to attend the “2014 Recognition 
of Smithsonian Benefactors” 
dinner held April 6, 2014.  The 
major benefactors from all 50 
states were flown by commer-
cial airlines to attend the event, 
held at the Smithsonian Castle 
in Washington, D.C.  One of 
New York’s top Smithsonian 
benefactors, Mrs. Siewchin 
Yong Sommer, who is a resident 
of Flushing House, was honored 
at the event.

Siewchin, as she’s known by 
the retirement home’s residents 
and staff, moved to Flushing 
House in October 31, 2011, soon 
after her husband of 50 years, 
Guenther Sommer, had passed 
away.  With Guenther gone, 
Siewchin was living all alone in 

her Queens home.  Eventually, 
she decided to donate her home, 
valued at $1.5 million dollars, to 
the Smithsonian.

Guenther and Siewchin are 
long-time supporters of the 
Smithsonian Institution.  Pre-
viously, they gave $1 million to 
the Smithsonian’s Air & Space 
Museum, and $1 million to the 
Smithsonian’s National Mu-
seum of American History.

On July 4, 2004, Guenther 

and Siewchin made their initial 
gift to establish The Guenther 
and Siewchin Yong Sommer En-
dowment, at the Smithsonian’s 

National Portrait Gallery.  In 
2005, an additional pledge in-
creased the endowment’s size 
to $500,000.  Today, the Sommer 
Endowment’s principal is over 
$540,000, making it one of the 
museum’s largest endowment 
funds.

In appreciation of their gen-
erous contribution, the Na-
tional Portrait Gallery named 
The Guenther and Siewchin 
Yong Sommer Gallery on the 
museum’s first floor.  Since 
2006, this gallery has hosted a 
series of “One Life” exhibits, us-
ing portraits to explore a single 
noted individual in-depth.

Siewchin was deeply moved 
when the Smithsonian paid for 
her jet flight to Washington, 
D.C., for her to be present at the 
April 6th awards dinner.  She 
was awarded with a commemo-
rative medal encased in a fine 

wooden box, a personal me-
mento for their generosity over 
the years. 

“Flushing House is ex-
tremely proud that Siewchin 
Yong Sommer is one of our new-
est residents,” said Rev. Douglas 
E. Kurtz, president of Flushing 
House.  “Siewchin and her late 
husband Guenther have done 
much to enrich the cultural and 
historical treasures housed in 
America’s museum, the Smith-
sonian Institution.  We are 
happy she’s found a new home 
here at Flushing House.”

Built in 1974, Flushing 
House is the largest, nonprofit, 
“Independent Living” retire-
ment community in New York 
State.  The address of Flush-
ing House: 38-20 Bowne Street, 
Flushing, NY 11354.  Please go 
to www.flushinghouse.com  for 
more information.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Flushing House Resident Honored By 
Smithsonian Institution

Queens College Knights mourn ex-baseball coach Sowinski
Howard Beach resident, 68, was former Los Angeles Dodgers minor leaguer, College World Series champ

BY NICHOLAS DIUNTE

Tom Sowinski’s presence on 
the baseball field was always no-
ticeable, whether it was his 6-foot-
2 frame bearing down at hitters 
atop the pitcher’s mound, or his 
watchful eye from the confines of 
the dugout.

For more than 40 years, Sow-
inski remained deeply ingrained 
in the local baseball community 
as a player and coach.

On Aug. 7, Queens lost one of 
its most precious baseball roots 
when Sowinski died suddenly 
while playing golf. He was 68.

The Howard Beach resident 
first made headlines as a pitcher 
when he earned two-time All-City 
MVP honors at Archbishop Mol-
loy under the late Jack Curran. 
He took his talents to Jack Kai-
ser’s club at St. John’s University, 
guiding them to a Cinderella run 
in the 1968 College World Series.

He went 2-0 and garnered an 
All-Tournament selection along-

side USC’s Bill “Spaceman” Lee.
His sweeping performance 

at the College World Series war-
ranted a 25th round selection 
by the Los Angeles Dodgers in 
the 1968 Major League Baseball 
draft. He spent three seasons in 
their minor league system that 
was briefly interrupted by mili-
tary service in 1969.

While playing with future 
Dodgers mainstays Ron Cey and 
Davey Lopes, Sowinski sensed he 
was not among their priorities 
despite posting a winning career 
record of 15-8.

“I asked for my release,” 
Sowinski said in a 2013 interview. 
“I wasn’t going to be a career Mi-
nor Leaguer.”

While he never reached the 
pinnacle of the Major Leagues, his 
feats as an amateur were notably 
recognized at the high school and 
collegiate levels. He was inducted 
into that Hall of Fame at both 
SJU and Archbishop Molloy. His 
11-win season in 1968 still stands 

tall in the St. John’s record books, 
even over future Cy Young Award 
winner Frank Viola.

Returning to Queens after 
his sojourn with the Dodgers, 

Sowinski slowly made his way 
back into the baseball scene, first 
coaching at Adelphi University 
from 1985-99 and then making 
stops at Queensborough Commu-

nity College and Manhattan Col-
lege before settling in at Queens 
College as its head coach in fall 
2009.

He inherited a tough job at 
Queens, attempting to transform 
a program that had not have a 
winning season since 1998. Un-
daunted by the task, Sowinski 
took the same bulldog approach 
with the program that he did on 
the mound.

“I came here for the chal-
lenge,” he said.

In his four seasons at Queens 
College, he worked hard at build-
ing the Division II program at a 
public school that lacked the bells 
and whistles of the other private 
schools in their conference.

His devotion to the pro-
gram was noted in a release by 
the school’s athletic department: 
“Coach Sowinski was a man of 
passion and love for the game and 
the student-athletes.”

Tom Sowinski, who coached the Queens College Knights for four seasons, died 
last week. Photo courtesy Queens College Knights
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Classes begin Monday, Sept. 8th!!!

132-19 14th Ave., College Point (Located in the Whitepoint Shopping Center)

@

Ballet, Pointe, Lyrical, Contemporary, Modern, Tap, Jazz, Acrobatics, Breakdancing, 
Hip Hop, Musical Theater, Jumps, Leaps & Turns, Salsa Calena, Stretch & Strengthening, 

All Boys Classes, Adult Classes, Toddler Classes, Combo Classes, Mommy & Me, 
Private Lessons, Competition Teams (available by invitation/audition)

FREE ballet, tap or jazz classes 

for boys registered for hip hop, 

breakdancing or acrobatics.

NEW 

Vocal, Drama & 
Aerial Classes

FALL REGISTRATION 
HAS BEGUN!

Don’t wait until the last minute to register as classes fi ll quickly! 
Registration Hours: 

New Location
w/4 Large Dance 

Studios, 
Dance Retail Store 

& More!!!!
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BY JUAN SOTO

It already has the land, 
but it is missing the money.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
bought this year several 
properties adjacent to the 
South Jamaica bus depot 
with a plan to expand the 
facility in order to allevi-
ate the lack of bus parking 
space.

City Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Al-
bans) testified last Thurs-
day before the state As-
sembly Committee on 
Corporations, Authorities 
and Commissions  regard-
ing the MTA’s 2015-19 capi-
tal plan hearing to request 
the new Jamaica bus depot 
is built.

“We require an ex-
panded depot with addition-
al bus counts that would be 
able to handle additional 
service needs,” the council-
man said. “I trust it will be 
in the budget,” he added, 

referring to the MTA’s four-
year capital project.

Miller said the land 
purchased will allow the 
facility to expand onto Mer-
rick Boulevard.

The MTA paid more 
than $6.5 million to acquire 
four properties alongside 
Merrick Boulevard just 
south of York College and 
Tuskegee Airmen Way. 
The negotiation included 
a nearby fifth property. In 
total, the MTA added to its 
portfolio 50,000 square feet.

“This depot, where 
major repairs are done, is 
vital to the effective use of 
bus service for southeast 
Queens riders,” he said. 
That’s why, added Miller, 
“it must remain the highest 
priority.”

The Jamaica bus depot 
was built in 1940 and is one 
of the oldest in the city. It 
houses approximately 200 
buses that cover a total 
of nine southeast Queens 
routes. The depot grew 

small for all the operations 
running from South Jamai-
ca, and during nights and 
weekends a lot of the buses 
are parked alongside Mer-
rick Boulevard, creating a 
nuisance for neighbors.

Miller, former presi-
dent of Amalgamated Tran-
sit Union Local 1056, also 

called for the expansion of 
bus routes “to serve the out-
lying portions” of Queens.

The former head of the 
Queens bus drivers union 
also said the MTA “should 
bring riders from the out-
erboroughs into downtown 
Manhattan and not just end 
at the subway terminals.”

The councilman told 
the Committee on Corpora-
tions, Authorities and Com-
missions that southeast 
Queens “desperately de-
pends on mass transit with 
its residents enduring one 
of the longest commutes” 
in New York City.

The New York City 

Transit system currently 
operates more than 4,400 
buses.

“It is still not enough 
to guarantee the rights of 
New Yorkers to have safe 
and reliable transporta-
tion,” Miller testified.

With 7,000 new buses 
being purchased through 
2034, the councilman said 
that “we must confirm that 
these buses are deployed in 
the most effective manner.”

Miller also said at the 
hearing that the MTA must 
do construction to protect 
“our system from future 
storms.”

He pointed out that 
the work should include 
groundwater flooding at 
the Archer-Parsons sub-
way station.

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Councilman I. Daneek Miller wants the MTA to build the new Jamaica bus depot, once the necessary 
land for the expansion has already been bought.  

MTA must build now Jamaica bus depot: Miller
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MSG Entertainment
by arrangement with

PATRICK SHART & ALAIN BOYACI, MOONLIGHT PRODUCTIONS
presents

SATURDAY
SEPTEMBER 20

ON SALE NOW

ONLY AREA APPEARANCE!

THEATERATMSG.COM
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CHARGE BY PHONE AT 866-858-0008
Wheelchair, companion and designated aisle seats, and assistive listening devices available by calling 

MSG’s Disabled Services Dept. at (212) 465-6034 .  

CE!

FAREWELL 
CONCERT!

PLUMBING AND 
HEATING

SPECIALIST
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

SERVING ALL 5 BOROUGHS
WITH EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

phone: 718-961-8100 
fax: 718-961-9437

OVER 20 YEARS OF
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

125-06 18th Avenue 
College Point, NY 11356

www.jamserviceco.com

AnimalLeague.org
516.883.7575

SEAN CASEY ANIMAL RESCUE & NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

Like us on

ADOPT A PET

19th St. (Btwn Astoria Park S. 
& Ditmars Blvd.)
Astoria, NY 
SUN AUG 17 • 12PM – 5PM

Astoria Park
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cilities shut it in 2008.
Dr. Robert Aquino, the 

hospital’s owner and chief 
executive officer, fought off 
creditors for years. He even-
tually pleaded guilty to fed-
eral bribery charges stem-
ming from his attempts to 
bribe state Assemblyman 
Anthony Seminerio in ex-
change for the Ozone Park 
lawmaker lobbying on be-
half of Parkway.

Seminerio was con-
victed in the bribery case 
and died behind bars.

Parkway cycled 

through bankruptcy and 
foreclosure cases after 
the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission 
brought fraud charges 
against executives at Medi-
cal Capital Holdings, which 
had loaned money to the 
hospital.

The federal court ap-
pointed Thomas Seaman 
to manage Medical Capital 
Holdings’ assets, including 
its stake in Parkway.

Seaman sold $10.5 mil-
lion in mortgages on the 
hospital to Auberge Grand 
Central for $6.5 million in 
2012, according to bank-
ruptcy court records.

The documents show 

Parkway’s debt, including 
mortgage payments, real 
estate taxes, water bills, 
sewer charges and liens, 
approaches $25 million.

Auberge’s previous 
attempts to sell the prop-
erty at foreclosure auctions 
were thwarted by Park-
way’s repeated filings for 
bankruptcy.

Then the previous 
winner of a January fore-
closure auction failed to 
pay its $22 million bid.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

information turned up in 
a steady stream of negative 
stories in the Daily News, 
which before long began to 
echo [Borough President 
Melinda] Katz’s complaints 
about Galante’s steward-
ship of the library.”

The library launched 
the investigation into the 
leaks six days before the 
trustees were dismissed, 
according to court papers.

“It is disturbing that 
Mr. Galante, without board 
approval , can direct li-
brary resources to be used 
in this manner,” Katz said 
of the whistleblower inves-
tigation. “These resources 
should be going toward 
providing library services 
to communities like the 
Rockaways, who still have 

their branch being run out 
of a trailer. These are all di-
versionary tactics and they 
are tiresome. The Queens 
Public Library doesn’t be-
long to one trustee or to one 
executive director. We need 
to let the remaining trust-
ees move on with the busi-
ness of the library.”

The six rogue trust-
ees sued Katz after she 
 removed them in July for 
failing to oust Galante. The 
board also refused to fully 
open the nonprofit’s books 
for an audit by city Comp-
troller Scott Stringer.

When it became clear 
the trustees would not 
replace Galante, Katz ap-
proached the state Legisla-
ture, which then passed a 
law granting her and Mayor 
Bill de Blasio new powers 
to remove members before 
the end of their terms.

“Melinda Katz does 
not want the public to learn 
how much of her own time 
and her office’s resources 
have been spent orches-
trating her campaign of 
falsehoods and personal 
attacks,” said Doug Grover, 
an attorney representing 
the trustees suing Katz. 
“That’s why she removed 
the trustees who voted in 
favor of a whistleblower in-
vestigation conducted by a 
respected jurist. Katz fears 
the investigation will final-
ly expose her machinations 
to take over the Queens Li-
brary and install her politi-
cal cronies.”

The trustees appealed 
their removal and chal-
lenged the constitutionality 
of the law in court, describ-
ing it as a power grab by the 
borough president.

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Family
QUEENS August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

Continued from Page 5

Library

Continued from Page 5 

Parkway

At last week’s hearing, 
the assemblywoman and 
Prendergast discussed the 
status of the ongoing study 
and encouraged the MTA to 
continue looking at ways to 
bring more transit options 
to residents in the outer 
parts of Queens.

“Queens residents 
deserve affordable, acces-
sible and dependable public 
transportation options,” 
Rozic said.

Goldfeder, whose 
southern Queens district 
was greatly damaged by 

Superstorm Sandy in 2012, 
also stressed the need for 
renewed transportation 
throughout the borough, ar-
guing it would be the key to 
homeowners and business-
es finally recovering from 
the aftermath of the storm.

He told the MTA last 
week that improving ser-
vice on the A train and 
restoring the Rockaway 
Beach rail line would con-
tribute to economic growth 
in the area.

He also suggested 
removing the toll on the 
Cross Bay Bridge for every 
resident of Queens in hopes 
of encouraging drivers to 
come to the Rockaways 

more often.
“There is no debate 

that improving current 
subway lines, increasing 
service and investing in 
projects like the Rockaway 
Beach rail line will benefit 
every resident of New York 
City,” Goldfeder said. “In 
order to plan and grow our 
future, we must invest in 
vital transit infrastructure 
now.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 2

Transit
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Wish you were here!
Remember the good old days 

when friends and relatives sent 
postcards from faraway places?

That nostalgic, old-school 
custom seems to be making a 
comeback as a shared community 
project, giving residents a voice. 

Rooted in New York City’s 
past and linked to the present, the 
Kew Gardens Postcards Project 
was recently created by longtime 
resident Carol Lacks to keep the 
history of her favorite neighbor-
hood alive. 

Lacks is hoping to collect 
more photos from her neighbors 
— of local street scenes, homes, 

pets, flowers, and activities going 
on at local businesses — anything 
meaningful to them.  Then she’ll 
turn the pictures into postcards, 
which will be on display at the Kew 
Gardens Flea Market Sept. 13.

“The Postcards Project is 
a wonderful idea that will af-
ford Kew Gardens residents the 
opportunity to highlight and 
celebrate their beautiful neigh-
borhood’s charm and history,” 
said Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz. “I am sure the re-
sulting display to be unveiled in 
September will be an amazing 
collection of images that will be 
appreciated by everyone, espe-
cially by those who have called 
Kew Gardens home.”

A retired New York City 
teacher of the blind and visually 
impaired, Lacks has devoted her 
energies since 2005 to numerous 
community events and activities 
around the arts. She says she is 

constantly brainstorming ideas 
with friends and neighbors and 
is working on the Postcards 
Project with Renee Levine, who 
is on the board of the Kew Gar-
dens Civic Association and owns 

a home on 82nd Avenue.
“To celebrate the 100-year 

anniversary of the KGCA, the 
Kew Gardens Improvement Asso-
ciation was invited to collaborate 
— to develop some interesting 
activities that have a link to the 
history of Kew Gardens,” Lacks 
said.

“Kew Gardens really is an 
urban village in the big city. Our 
goal is to continue to bring all our 
neighbors together to preserve 
the very special atmosphere that 
exists here,” Levine said. “I have 
lived here since 1969, raised my 
children here and have been ac-
tive in the community. We are 
a small community in area but 
large in spirit.”

A nod to the past, the KG 
Postcards Project is a throwback 
to a simpler time — before tex-
ting, e-mailing and instant mes-
saging — when postcards were a 

Continued on Page 41

Photos that capture feel of Kew Gardens 
neighborhood become basis of art project

TimesLedger, August 15-21, 2014

PRETTY AS A 

PICTURE POSTCARD

 Sudoku 38 Sudoku 38  Arts & Entertainment 39 Arts & Entertainment 39  Crossword Puzzle 41 Crossword Puzzle 41  Guide to Dining 43 Guide to Dining 43

This mural outside the Kew 
Gardens Cinemas is made 
up of 10 panels painted by a 
couple dozen residents. 

Photo courtesy Carol Lacks

Images of the mural (top) at the Kew Gardens Cinemas and an autumn shot of a 
neighborhood street will become postcards. Photos courtesy Carol Lacks
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Answers in Sports

$25.95

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

$27.95
 A  B  C

From
From

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

$28.95

1 of 3 Choices

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, 
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Your Party Catered At Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

 

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

Stuffed Shells
Tortellini w/Meat Sauce

Ravioli
Baked Ziti

Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil

PRODUCTIONS

“Bye, Bye Birdie” — The 
Tony award-winning musical 
parodies the mania surrounding 
the drafting of Elvis into the 
U.S. Army, and includes the 
classic show tunes “Kids” and 
“Put on a Happy Face.”
When: Through Aug. 17, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday 
at 3 pm
Where: Community United 
Methodist Church, 75-27 
Metropolitan Ave. Middle 
Village.
Cost: $18/adults, $15/children 
12 and under, $15/seniors on 
Sunday matinees only
Contact: (718) 894-8654
Website: www.jcplayers.com

“Godspell” — This pre-
”Wicked” Stephen Schwartz 

musical is based on the Book 
of Matthew from the New 
Testament. 
When: Through Aug. 17, 
Wednesdays - Saturdays at 8 
pm, Sundays at 2 pm
Where: St. Gregory Theatre 
Group, Gregorian Hall, 244-44 
87th Ave., Bellerose
Cost: $18/adults, $15/seniors 
and $7/children
Contact: (718) 989-2451
Website: www.sgtg.org

“Godspell” — Here’s your 
second chance to catch 
Stephen Schwartz’s musical, 
which is based on the Book 
of Matthew from the New 
Testament, in Queens.
When: Sept. 12 to Sept. 28, 
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 pm, 
Sundays at 2 pm
Where: Rockaway Theatre 

Co., Building T4, Fort Tilden, 
Rockaway
Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Hollis Public Library 
will close this Friday after 
business hours to receive a 
new roof.

While the work is be-
ing done, Queens Library 
will set up a mobile library 
with limited service every 

Monday from 8:30 a.m. un-
til 5 p.m.

The roof work should 
be finished by October. 

Hollis Library to close for two months
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EVENTS

Astronomy — The Urban 
Rangers lead an evening of 
stargazing with telescopes and 
binoculars. 

When: Saturday, Aug. 16, at 
8:30 pm
Where: Beach 116th Street and 
waterfront, Rockaway Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Sunday Tai Chi in Socrates 
Sculpture Park — Certifi ed 
instructors from the Taoist Tai 
Chi Society lead these weekly 
classes.
When: Sundays, from 11 am - 
noon, through Sept. 28
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

MUSIC

Warm Up 2014 — MoMA PS 1 
weekly outdoor music series 
continues with performances 
by 
When: Saturday, Aug. 16, from 3 
pm to 9 pm, doors open at noon
Where: MoMA PS 1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $18/advance, $20/at door
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

Lagond All Stars — A live jazz 
show by this group of teenage 

singers and musicians. 
When: Saturday, Aug. 16, at 5 
pm 
Where: Beach 17th Street and 
Seagirt Boulevard, Rockaway 
Beach
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Music in the Garden: The 
Ebony Hillbillies — New York 
City’s only African-American 
string band performs 
traditional and original music. 
When: Saturday, Aug. 16, at 
6:15 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 

Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/students, 
$2/children 3-12
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

FILM

Queens Movie Night — The 
last living Tuskegee Airman 
will introduce this showing of 
“Redtails.” Popcorn and ices 
will be served. 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Titan Theatre Co.’s new season takes shape
First full year in Flushing Meadows includes Bard comedy and tragedy plus a holiday chestnut

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

As the Titan The-
atre Co. prepares to settle 
into its marriage with the 
Queens Theatre, audience 
members should expect 
something old, something 
new, something borrowed 
and maybe even something 
blue. 

For its first full sea-
son as resident company at 
the iconic theater, Titan is 
bringing back its roulette-
cast version of “A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream,” 
heading into unfamiliar 
territory with “A Christ-
mas Carol” and shaking 
things up with an all-female 
version of “Othello.”

“For our first five 
years, we were in the devel-
opmental stage to become a 
major theatrical presence 
in the borough of Queens,” 
said Lenny Banovez, Ti-
tan’s artistic director. “Now 
we’re going to focus on a 
different mission: We want 
to be a Queens-based com-
pany that people notice.”

Audience and critics 
paid attention last fall when 
Titan mounted “A Midsum-
mer’s Night Dream” in 
which cast members pulled 
the role they would per-
form each night out of a hat 
at the beginning of every 
performance.

“It was a gimmick, but 
it did bring a lot of people 
in, and was perceived as 
good,” said Banovez. 

That was followed by 
an original piece over the 

winter, ”This Prison Where 
I Live,” and the group’s first 
appearance at Queens The-
atre with “King Lear,” back 
in May.

Banovez said the trio 
of successes combined 
with Queens Theatre’s an-
nouncement about the com-
pany in residency created a 
perfect storm for Titan. It 
even prompted the group to 
abandon its plans to move 
“A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” to Manhattan and 

revive it for this season’s 
opener in early October.

“Our focus shifted 
from off-Broadway to the 
Queens community,” said 
Banovez. “And we wanted 
to share it with them.”

In December the 
group will stage its largest 
show to date with a produc-
tion of Charles Dickens’ “A 
Christmas Carol.” Co-pro-
duced by Queens Theatre, 
the play will be performed 
in the main auditorium. 

Banovez and Titan actor 
Gregory Isaac are cur-
rently working on a new 
adaptation, which should 
include a few of the group’s 
signature components, 
mainly a stripped-down, 
story-driven retelling of a 
familiar story. 

“It is what you would 
expect from Titan,” said 
Banovez. “We have the abil-
ity to tell classical stories 
in unique and innovated 
ways, and we won’t be 

changing that for ‘A Christ-
mas Carol.’”

The season wraps up 
with plenty of changes on 
tap with an all-female ver-
sion of “Othello.”

For the past three 
years Banovez has been 
kicking around the idea of 
using just women in one of 
Shakespeare dramas. 

“We’ve always had 
an abundance of talented 
women, but in Shakespeare 
it is tough to get women in,” 

said Banovez. “There are 
so few female roles.”

In previous produc-
tions, Banovez may have 
changed a supporting role 
from man to woman, but 
he was looking to do more 
than just flip the sex of a 
character. 

The testosterone-
infused drama that deals 
with rage, power, jealousy 
and loyalty maintains all of 
its strength with a woman 
in the lead role of a warrior, 
said Banovez.

With a female Othel-
lo, Iago and Desdemona, 
some audience members 
may say Titan is staging 
another gimmicky show. 
But Banovez looks at it dif-
ferently.

“It’s a gimmick, but it’s 
brilliant,” said Banovez. 
“We are taking a male-
driven story of revenge and 
power and putting these 
women in these power posi-
tions.”

And in the end, he said, 
Titan still delivers a fresh 
take on a classic play that 
breaks down audience’s 
preconceived notions. 

“We make classics ac-
cessible,” said Banovez. “I 
believe Queens is ready to 
have plays like this pre-
sented to them. They are 
ready to embrace Shake-
speare and to embrace clas-
sic plays.”

For more information 
on Titan’s new season, visit 
its website at www.titanthe-
atrecompany.com

Titan Theatre Co.’s production of “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” from last fall at the Secret Theatre,  with Lloyd Mulvey (l. to r.), Laura 
Frye, Jonathan Matthew Finnegan and Emily Trask, is being revived at the Queens Theatre in October. Photo courtesy Chasi Annexy

Continued on Page 42
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“Come Run, Walk or Stroll 
with us as we join with 

Visions and Shareing & Careing” 

This year is totally different. Visions and Shareing
& Careing are joining with us. All money raised

will be evenly divided between the 2 groups.
Partial proceeds of this event will benefit Queens services of VISIONS/Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired. 

After the Run which is to celebrate cancer 
survivors and the vision impaired 
we will have the Memorial Service 

for the 9/11 First Responders.

72-02 Astoria Blvd.
East Elmhurst, NY 11370

For information contact: Ed Horn at 718 278 3240

Registration Available Online at: 
www.stmichaelscemetery.com or By Mail

Saturday, September 13th at 3:00 PM
Fee: Participants $25

Registration begins at 10:00 AM
— Children 10 & under FREE —

Refreshments provided

Catch fl icks and more at Museum of Moving Image
Astoria is place to view special screenings of new and classic fi lms as well as television programs

BY MERLE EXIT

Summer may be the 
season of the Hollywood 
blockbuster packed with 
enough alien invasions, 
gangland shootings and hy-
per-drive car chases to last 
until New Year’s Eve, but in 
Astoria movies tend to be a 
little quieter, a bit more nu-
anced and definitely geared 
toward fans of cinema. 

At Astoria’s Museum 
of the Moving Image, which 
celebrates film, television 
and videos in all forms, 
summer also brings special 
screenings of current and 
classic movies. 

On a recent Sunday, 
one of India’s most respect-
ed film personalities, Om 
Puri, was on hand at a show-
ing of the new comedy “The 
Hundred-Foot Journey.” As 
part of the event, Puri and 
moderator Madhur Jaffrey 
talked about his craft and 
showed clips from some of 

the 250 movies in which he 
has appeared.

Many of the upcoming 
screenings will include dis-
cussions with actors, writ-
ers, directors and producers. 

Others will give audi-
ences the rare chance to see 
a beloved movie on a huge 
screen. 

This month as part of 
MoMI’s See It Big! series, 
moviegoers can stock up on 
the tissues and catch those 
classic tearjerkers in “Hol-
lywood Melodrama.” 

Choices include “Re-
becca” Aug. 22, “Letter 
from an Unknown Woman” 
Aug. 24 and “Brokeback 
Mountain” Aug. 30. 

On Aug. 17, catch a 
double feature of the origi-
nal and remake of “Imita-
tion of Life.” 

The story of two sin-
gle mothers — one white, 
one black — attempting to 
raise their daughters and 
start a business together 

deals with issues of race, as 
the light-skinned African-
American girl attempts to 
pass herself as white.

Claudette Colbert and 
Louise Beavers play the 

mothers in the 1934 ver-
sion. In Douglas Sirk’s 1957 
remake, Lana Turner stars 
alongside Sandra Dee, 
Juanita Moore and Troy 
Donahue. 

But not all the screen-
ings are focused on movies. 

Muppets fans will get 
the chance to catch two 
rarely seen TV specials 
that celebrate Jim Henson’s 

creations and their love af-
fair with films. 

“In The Muppets Go 
Hollywood” (1979), Kermit 
throws a party to celebrate 
the premiere of “The Mup-
pet Movie,” and Dick van 
Dyke and Rita Moreno in-
terview the celebrities and 
Muppets guests. 

“In The Muppets Go 
to the Movies” (1981), Lily 
Tomlin and Dudley Moore 
join Kermit in a special 
filled with such movie 
spoofs as “The Fool of the 
Roman Empire” and “In-
vasion of the Unpleasant 
Things from Outer Space.”

Both Muppets screen-
ings take place this Satur-
day.

The Museum of the 
Moving Image is located 
at 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria. 
For more information and 
to see a complete schedule of 
screenings, visit www.mov-
ingimage.us.

Rowlf the Dog appears in upcoming screenings of two television specials about Jim Henson’s Muppets 
and the movies at the Museum of the Moving Image. Photo courtesy Disney
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Across
1. Mrs. Bush
6. Donkey's uncle?
9. More despicable
14. Strong point
15. Big parking place
16. Critical
17. Ezio Pinza, e.g.
18. Exist
19. Disney uncle
20. Rocker known as "The Boss"
23. Cambridge sch.
24. Knight's title
25. Affirm
27. Felix Unger's trait
32. Pitcher
33. Christian sch. in Tulsa
34. Scrawny
36. Procrastinator's word
39. Computer command
41. Hiker's path
43. "Newsweek" alternative
44. In good shape
46. End, to Yves
48. Prefix with night or day
49. Jazzman Saunders
51. Young hares
53. Tropical fruits
56. Memphis-to-Nashville dir.
57. Immigrant's course: Abbr.
58. Aptly named Florida city
64. Conga components
66. Itinerary abbr.
67. Martini garnish
68. Don't fly into one
69. Sally Field's "Norma ___"
70. Add a year to your Life?
71. Couch potatoes' hangouts
72. Printers' widths
73. Don't exist

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

August 15-21, 2014

By Ed Canty

Let's be Seasonal

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

C L A M S O W L S S O W N
R A B B I U R A L E C H O
O N E A T A T I M E N E A T
P E T O U L T I O D A T E

A N N A O G D E N
M U M S T W O W H E E L E R
I R I S H S E E S I R E
D I N E R R A N D S N U N
S A E R E E K A D E P T
T H R E E B E A R S A R T S

A L O U D E A S Y
P I L A F F A G U E U Z I
L O O P F O U R L E G G E D
O T I S E U R O P U L S E
T A L E D R A W S N I T S

Down
1. Places for experiments
2. P.D.Q.
3. Old UN member
4. Just say no
5. Making amends
6. "Poor me!"
7. Separate
8. Pricey
9. Nocturnal predator
10. High card
11. "Porgy and Bess" song
12. Sewing cases
13. Takes five
21. "Super!"
22. Shortly before?
26. Heroic deed
27. Yule drinks
28. Suffix with switch or sock
29. Colorful foilage
30. Get on board?

31. Slow mover
35. Pitchfork part
37. Give out
38. Cincinnati team
40. Earth's pull, briefly
42. Pâté ingredient
45. Nods off
47. Lady of Brazil
50. Hilo garland
52. More authentic
53. High flat areas
54. Houston player
55. Trap
59. Way around London, once
60. "___ Tu" (1974 hit song)
61. Hollywood crosser
62. Level
63. Former Speaker Gingrich
65. Org. for drivers

NUMBERS GAME

popular means of written 
communication.  In the ear-
ly 20th century city neigh-
borhoods captured their 
unique characteristics and 
histories with photo post-
cards designed with color-
ized black and white scenes. 
In old KG, they were called 
Kew Cards.

“We are very pleased 
and proud to be associated 
with the Postcards Project. 
We hope that residents, old 
and new, will get a sense of 
the history of this wonder-
ful neighborhood and real-
ize how much has remained 
unchanged since the found-
ing,” said Dominick Pis-
tone, KGCA’s president. “It 
is worth all the effort to 

preserve what we have.” 
Kew Gardens resident 

and Forest Hills HS guid-
ance counselor Barry Bro-
die sent poetic sentiments 
to accompany the photo he 
submitted.

He writes:  “The gar-
dens of Hampton Court. 
Less than a mile away from 
the frenetic pace of For-
est Hills, I found an oasis 

in Kew Gardens, Hamp-
ton Court.  Four buildings 
in art deco style facing a 
magnificent courtyard 
— my refuge after a hard 
day’s work.  The seasonal 
changes: Winter – a blanket 
of white – trees cocooned in 
ice, sparkling like crystal 
to Spring/Summer – cro-
cuses, cherry blossoms and 
tulips in bloom. This com-
munal garden gave me an 
unexpected sense of com-
munity. I regard Hampton 
Court as a small village, 
with its garden as its heart 
and soul.”

Lacks is not only orga-
nizing the exhibit, but will 
include some of her photo-
graphs as well, like the one 
of the Kew Gardens Cin-
ema’s mural.

On the back of the 
photo, along with a descrip-
tion of the mural, Lacks in-
cluded a bit about why she 
wanted to take a picture of 
it. 

“This mural is impor-
tant to me because it was 
our community’s first piece 
of public art,” wrote Lacks. 
“We have lots of fantastic 
artists here but because 
their work was not pub-
licly displayed, a passerby 
would not be aware of the 
existing talent. Some of the 
local stores/restaurants do 
display local art and we are 

grateful to them. We are 
trying to give local artists 
their own venue to display, 
and are hoping that in the 
future, there will be galler-
ies in Kew Gardens.”

Owners of some area 
businesses, like Karen Fan 
of ThinkingCAP Academy, 
at 82-66 Austin St., will be 
submitting photos with de-
scriptions of activities she 
offers for students. 

One photograph shows 
children at the Happy Doll 
Event during the academy’s 
first day of summer camp. 
Another image captures 
the kids at play in nearby 
Forest Park. 

Lacks is still looking 
for submissions from Kew 
Gardens residents. Anyone 
with something positive to 
say about the neighborhood 
should e-mail an image 
along with up to 10 sentences 
of text to kewgardensarts@
gmail.com by Aug. 25.

“KG is a place where 
you can walk down the street 
and know your neighbors, 
the shopkeepers and some-
times, pets,” Lacks said. “A 
friendly, warm place to live 
that includes people of all 
ages and backgrounds who 
get along well and live in 
beautiful old houses, apart-
ments and co-ops.”

PICTURE POSTCARDS
Continued from Page 37

Kew Gardens resident Barry Brodie shot this photograph (top) of a birdbath in a neighborhood 
garden. More than 100 residents of all ages designed Wishes for the World flags, which were dis-
played at last year’s Community Arts Day. Photos courtesy Barry Brodie and Carol Lacks



TL

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, A

UG
. 1

5-
21

, 2
01

4  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

42

When: Friday, Aug. 15, at 8 pm
Where: Wayanda Park, PS 34 
John Harvard, Hollis Avenue, 
Queens Village
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Movies Under the Stars in 
Cunningham Park — Bring 
a blanket or chair and watch 
the 1979 fi lm version of the 
Broadway musical “Hair.” 
When: Monday, Aug. 18, at 8 pm
Where: Main Park House in 
Cunningham Park, 196th Street 
and Union Turnpike, Fresh 
Meadows
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 217-6452
Website: www.
friendsofcunninghampark.org

Central Astoria Movies on the 
Waterfront — Don’t be put in a 
corner and miss this screening 
of “Dirty Dancing.”
When: Monday, Aug. 18, at 8:30 
pm
Where: Astoria Park Lawn, 
Shore Boulevard, Astoria
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 728-7820
Website: centralastoria.org

Movie at Crocheron Park — 
Follow the adventures of Mike 
Wazowski and James P. Sullivan 
as they head off to college in 
the animated fi lm “Monsters 
University.”
When: Tuesday, Aug. 19, at 8 pm 
Where: Crocheron Park, 35th 
Avenue and Cross Island 
Parkway, Bayside
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

NYC Parks Summer Movie 
Series — Catch the recent 
Disney animated hit “Frozen.”
When: Tuesday, Aug. 19, at 8 pm
Where: Beach 108th Street 
Hockey Rink, Rockaway Beach
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Summer Movie Night — New 
York Restoration provides the 
popcorn at this screening of 
“Monsters, Inc.”
When: Tuesday, Aug. 19, at 8 pm
Where: Curtis “50 Cent” 
Jackson Community Garden, 
117-15 165th St., Jamaica
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park Movie Night — It will 
be supercalifragilistic-
expialidocious at this outdoor 

screening of “Mary Poppins.”
When: Wednesday, Aug. 20, at 
7 pm
Where: 111th Street Parking Lot 
in Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Outdoor Cinema 2014 at 
Socrates — The international 
fi lm festival presents the 1996 
French fi lm “Microcosmos,” 
which incorporates macro-
photography of insects in a 
French meadow. The evening 
begins with musical and dance 
performances. 
When: Wednesday, Aug. 20, at 
7 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Movies Under the Stars in 
Cunningham Park — Bring 
a blanket or chair for this 
screening of the Oscar-winning 
fi lm “Philadelphia.”
When: Thursday, Aug. 21, at 
8 pm
Where: Main Park House in 
Cunningham Park, 196th Street 
and Union Turnpike, Fresh 

Arts
Continued from Page 39

Meadows
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

KIDS & FAMILY

Craftsmen Days — Meet 
artisans and watch 
demonstrations of 19th-century 
crafts. 
When: Friday, Aug. 15 and 
Saturday, Aug. 16, from noon - 4 
pm
Where: Kings Manor Museum, 
Rufus King Park, Jamaica 
Avenue and 150th Street, 
Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545
Website: www.kingmanor.org

The Magical Georgie Porgie 
— The master illusionist will 
astound and amaze audiences 
of all ages.
When: Saturday, Aug. 16, at 2 
pm and 4 pm
Where: Carousel in Forest Park, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Summer Sounds: Radio 
Jarocho — Bring a blanket or 
chair for this evening of free 
music and activities for the 
whole family.

When: Thursday, Aug. 21, at 7 
pm
Where: Elmhurst Park, Grand 
and 57th avenues between 74th 
and 80th streets, Elmhurst
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-In 
Program for Families — On 
the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore the 
galleries and then spend time 
in the education room making 
art. Educators will be on hand 
to discuss gallery connections, 
introduce materials and assist 
in art making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/includes 
museum admission and 
materials
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

DANCE

Dance at Socrates — Socrates 
and Norte Maar team up 
to bring New York-based 
choreographers and dancers 
for week-long residences that 
culminate in a free public 

performance.
When: Saturdays, Aug. 16 and 
Aug. 23
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratessculpturepark.org

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu dance 
popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 11; 
6:30 pm workshop for all ages 
12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

Free Line Dance Lessons 
— Free line dance lessons 
given by professional dance 
instructor, Bernardo, every 
Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

OFF THE HOOK THE HOME OF EURO-SOUL CUISINET

TO BE FEATURED IN OUR GUIDE TO DINING CALL FOR INFORMATION: 718.260.4521
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Dog owners in western 
Queens now have access to 
professional training for 
their furry friends right in 
their own homes.

Marc Elias, owner of 
Pooch Pals, recently ex-
panded his business into 
Astoria and Long Island 
City, the company’s first 
venture in the borough 
since it was founded in 
1999. The Manhattan-based 
pet training and therapy 
company slowly started of-
fering services in western 
Queens about six months 
ago after previously ex-
panding to serve the Bronx 
and all of Manhattan, Elias 
said.

Several years ago, 
Elias began working with 
Pooch Pals as a dog walker 
after leaving his corporate 
business job in search of 
doing something he hoped 
would be more fulfilling.

He soon found that 
working with animals was 
his true calling, and after 
moving his way up the lad-
der with the company, he 
purchased Pooch Pals in 
2011 and started expanding 
the business from Chelsea 
to other areas of the city.

“I love it because I get 
to help people and truly be 
a contribution,” he said. “I 
get to work with animals 
and that brings out a lot of 
love and positivity in not 
only me, but the trainer 
and the family, as well. 
This type of work is mean-
ingful to me and I feel like I 
derive meaning by helping 

people.”
Today, Pooch Pals pro-

vides personalized in-home 
dog training and pet care to 
all breeds at any age.

“The business has 
been growing steadily due 
to the partnerships we’ve 
created,” Elias said.

He said networking 
with other businesses, in-

cluding T.F. Cornerstone in 
Long Island City, has helped 
him expand into Queens 
and become a trusted part-
ner of many pet daycares, 
veterinarian facilities and 
dog walkers in the area.

Since coming to 
Queens, Elias said he has 
built a strong foundation 
of trainers to serve the bor-

ough and is still working 
on bringing pet care to As-
toria and LIC as well.

“What’s unique about 
our services is that we’re 
managed by professional 
trainers and all our ser-
vices are one-on-one,” he 
said, noting that he is a pro-
fessional trainer himself. 
“Unlike a lot of other com-
panies, we have knowledge 
that most dog walkers don’t 
have.”

Elias said most of the 
training Pooch Pals pro-
vides is for housebreaking, 
obedience or separation 
anxiety for pets who have a 
hard time coping with their 
owners leaving the house. 
His $200 training sessions 
are about two hours long 
and he offers 75-minute-
long follow-ups for $135.

Pooch Pals also pro-
vides pro bono rates to 
anyone who adopts a dog, 
and Elias said he currently 
has partnerships with four 
shelters across the tri-state 
area: Rock and Rawhide, 
Zani’s Furry Friends and 
Animal Lighthouse in 
Manhattan and NOLA Fur-
ry Friends in New Jersey.

Elias said he eventu-
ally plans to expand fur-
ther into Queens and other 

parts of the city, but for now 
he is focused on bringing 
the best services possible to 
Astoria and LIC.

“We probably could 
have grown more quickly 
than we currently are, but 
I’m a fanatic when it comes 
to quality,” he said. “We’re 
not trying to be the biggest, 
we’re just trying to ensure 
that every single day we 
provide an extraordinary 
service to every single one 
of our clients.”

Elias said anyone in-
terested in Pooch Pal’s 
training services should 
visit poochpalspetcare.com 
or call 646-322-8844.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Dog training business expands to Queens



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, A
UG. 15–21, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
45

BT

TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

increase in jet noise that 
residents say has partially 
resulted from the federal 
government providing the 
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration “political cover.”

A group of about 10 
people planned to personal-
ly deliver the letters to the 
senator’s Manhattan office, 
on Third Avenue near East 
49th Street, this week.

The group also planned 
to take a petition to Schum-
er’s office that had already 
been sent to the FAA con-
taining 470 signatures pro-
testing the FAA’s new flight 
plans in and out of LaGuar-
dia Airport.  Residents 
say the new traffic pattern 
has led to more planes fly-
ing over their northeast 
Queens neighborhoods at 
more frequent intervals.

Janet McEneaney, 
president of Queens Quiet 
Skies, was one of the dozens 
of advocates who addressed 
a letter to Schumer ask-
ing him for eight specific 
actions to help with their 
battle, including lowering 
national noise levels from 
65 day-night sound level — 
or DNL — to 55, requiring 
environmental assessment 
of the FAA’s new flight pro-
cedures and creating a fed-
eral committee to oversee 
aviation policy with equal 
representation from the 
community.

“I think the senator 
has always been interested 
in this issue and he was 

active last year when we 
needed his help, and we 
got it, to change the Port 
Authority’s procedures,” 
McEneaney said. “But now 
the senator has to be equal-
ly as proactive in working 
with us to change some of 
our national aviation poli-
cies and procedures so they 
are more friendly to the 
public.”

Schumer’s office said 
they planned to have an 
aide available to meet the 
group of advocates when the 
letters were handed over, 
and one of his representa-
tives said the senator was 
looking forward to hearing 
about how he can continue 
to help his constituents af-
fected by plane noise.

“As we have before, 
we are eager to learn about 
the noise issues impact-
ing these residents and to 
do all we can to help them 
press their case with the 

Port Authority and the 
FAA, as we have in the past 
via pushing for more com-
munity participation and 
more noise monitors and 
abatement,” said Marisa 
Kaufman, a spokeswoman 
for Schumer.

The petitions set to be 
delivered to Schumer’s of-
fice come just days before 
the next aviation round-
tables are schedule to take 
place with the Port Author-
ity, FAA and members of 
advocacy groups across the 
city and Long Island.

The LaGuardia meet-
ing was scheduled for Aug. 
19 and the JFK airport 
roundtable was scheduled 
for the following night.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 1 

Noise

A United Airlines flight descends low over Northern Boulevard 
making a landing at LaGuardia Airport. Photo by Ken Maldonado

from the Democratic pri-
mary day.

“I am running because 
people have asked me to re-
turn to public office,” he 
said. “We can’t afford to 
have a void in the state Sen-
ate.”

Comrie, who is a spe-
cial assistant to the bor-
ough president, pointed 
out that he is a person who 
can “work with people with 
differences of opinion and 
bringing them together to 
reach a compromise,” as he 
did, he added, while serv-
ing in the Council.

“I know how to create 
opportunity out of chaos,” 
he said.

Scarborough said “we 
need to have a representa-
tive that can work with 
everyone and get things 
done.”

When asked if Smith 
should resign because of 
his legal battles, the candi-
date said “I want to focus 
on me. I am not looking to 
malign anyone. That’s not 
my issue.”

Continued from Page 4 

Comrie

For more hyper-local Queens news on your 
computer, smartphone, or iPad, visit 

TimesLedger.com.
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BT IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns

 

  

CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Stephanie Taibe has 

played volleyball at differ-
ent levels, venues and now 
countries in her career, but 
she is ready to put some of 
that behind her to coach 
her alma mater.

The former Mary 
Louis standout will give up 
her senior season at Hunter 
College to take over the 
Hilltoppers girls’ volleyball 
team this fall. Taibe replac-
es Sylwia Schober, who left 
after five seasons to focus 
on family with her second 
child on the way.

She decided she is 
ready for the next stage in 
her career after represent-
ing the United States with 
a semi-pro team in Europe 
this summer. Taibe played 
in 32 of Hunter’s 34 games 
last season.

“It was very difficult 
for me to make the deci-
sion,” Taibe said. “It took 
me a little while to accept 
the offer, solely for that 
reason. However, I feel like 

I got everything out of my 
experience as a player and I 
was just interested in being 
on the other side of it now 
as a coach.”

A talk with Mary 
Louis Athletic director Joe 
Lewinger brought back 
memories of her time at 
TMLA, where the middle 
and outside hitter was an 
All-City honorable mention 
selection by the New York 
Post as a senior.

“I thought it would be 
great to come back to be a 
part of the Mary Louis com-
munity again,” Taibe said.

She was exactly the 
type of candidate Lewing-
er was looking for despite 
her lack of coaching ex-
perience. He has watched 
Mary Louis alums Joann 
Arbitello, Ellen Lynch and 
Toni Anne Campuzano 
have positive effects on the 
basketball, swimming and 
softball programs and the 
coach was hoping to find 
another grad to do the same 
with volleyball.

Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
 Benjamin Cardozo 

guard Rashond Salnave 
was having flashbacks 
as he watched Christ the 
King’s Rawle Alkins oper-
ate in the fourth quarter of 
the Big Strick Classic to en-
sure his team a victory.

Unlike when their 
teams squared off in this 
year’s state Federation 
Class AA boys’ basketball 
semifinal, Salnave was on 
his side. Alkins does what 
it takes to win.

“It kind of looked like 
when we played them in the 
states ,” Salnave  said. “He 
showed up. That’s what he 
did.”

Alkins scored eight of 
his 18 points in the final 
five minutes of the game to 
lead the New York City area 
all-stars past their USA 
counterparts 137-135 at the 
Big Strick Classic Satur-
day at Gauchos Gym in the 
Bronx.

The annual high 
school hoops all-star game 
features some of the best 
players from around the 
country and is held in 
memory of streetball leg-
end John Strickland, who 
died in 2010.

Alkins, a rising junior, 
earned one of the two most 
valuable player awards 
given to Team NYC with 
his performance. Antonio 
Blakeney (Oak Ridge, Fla.), 
who had 33 points, was the 
team’s other MVP.

Alkins’ biggest play 
came with 39 seconds left in 
the game. He skied across 
the lane to rebound Sal-
nave’s miss and scored over 
the late arriving 7-footer 
Steven Zimmerman to give 
NYC a 137-133 lead.

“It was big,” he said.

The only one not im-
pressed with Alkins’ per-
formance was himself. 
He enjoyed playing in the 
contest, but acknowledged 
that the isolation style of 
all-star games and the lack 
of team defense  is not “real 
basketball.”

Still, it was hard not to 
like what Alkins showed. 
He made jumpers, moved 

well without the ball and 
defended well.

“I showcased my abil-
ity a little, but I got all my 
points, like garbage points,” 
Alkins said.

The two-time state 
Federation Class AA state 
champions and reigning 
TimesLedger Newspaper 
All-Queens player of the 
year is coming off a big 

summer that found him 
adding scholarship offers 
from Louisville, Indiana, 
Providence, North Carolina 
State, Miami and Kansas.

Alkins returned home 
for the Big Strick Classic 
after leading his team to a 
title at the Adidas Nations 
tournament in Las Vegas. 
The sneaker company’s 

Queens stars shine at Classic
Alkins and Salnave lead team of standouts to victory at Big Strick

Continued on Page 49 Continued on Page 49

Mary Louis alum Stephanie Taibe will be the Hilltoppers’ new vol-
leyball coach this season. Photo courtesy Taibe

Taibe set to coach 
TMLA volleyball

Christ the King’s Rawle Alkins drives to the basket during the Big Strick Classic Basketball Game at 
Gauchos Gym in the Bronx. Photo by Robert Cole
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ew York City hoops 
fans got a taste of 
why St. John’s Uni-
versity thinks so 

highly of Malik Beasley.
The rising senior put 

all the aspects of his game 
on display in his Team 
USA’s 137-135 loss to the 
New York City area all-
stars at the Big Strick Clas-
sic boys’ basketball show-
case game at Gauchos Gym 
in the Bronx last Saturday.

The 6-foot-4 Georgia 
guard scored 24 points, 
including four three-
pointers, to earn one of his 
teams’ most valuable player 
awards. His final trey came 
with 2:04 left in the game to 
help pull Team USA within 
131-128 with 2:04 left in the 

game. It was all part of Bea-
sley (St. Francis HS, Ga.) 
showing he can score in a 
variety of ways.

“I feel real good 
about myself and the way 
I played,” Beasley said. “I 
was having fun for the most 

part because it’s an all-star 
game.”

The performance came 
a day after he cut his list of 
college suitors to eight with 
St. John’s, UConn, UCLA, 
Wake Forest, Florida State, 
Oregon, VCU and Georgia 
in the mix. Beasley, the na-
tion’s No. 60-ranked player 
by Rivals, took an unoffi-
cial visit to St. John’s Sun-
day and tweeted afterward 
that he had a “great time 
at St. John’s.” He plans on 
making his decision in 
November and enjoyed his 
time in New York City.

“It was pretty cool,” 
Beasley said. “I had a lot of 
fun. It was a great experi-
ence. I’m blessed.”

The Johnnies are hop-
ing he graces them with his 
presence down the road. 
Beasley will be a good fit 
for the style St. John’s head 
Coach Steve Lavin likes to 
play because of his ability 
to create his own shot off 
the dribble and his athleti-

cism. He showed a consis-
tent shooting stroke and 
defended well at the Big 
Strick Classic.

Beasley also gave us 
a taste his athletic ability 
with a running slam from 
inside the free throw line 
during the slam dunk con-
test and a tomahawk dunk 
during the game. He spoke 
highly of St. John’s after-
ward and the opportunities 
it would offer him.

“It’s a good school,” 
Beasley said. “If I went 
there, I could play in Madi-
son Square Garden. It’s a 
great city.”

He would also be a 
great pickup for St. John’s, 
which will need to re-
build its backcourt for 
2015. The Red Storm will 
lose D’Angelo Harrison, 
Phi Greene IV and Jamal 
Branch to graduation and 
could see Rysheed Jordan 
leave for the NBA after this 
year. The Johnnies already 
missed out on guard Dono-

van Mitchell, but can still 
land Beasley and Rosedale 
Catholic star Isaiah Brisco.

That would form a 
heck of a tandem.

Beasley is a proven 
winner after leading his 
school to its first state title 
last season. He would give 
St. John’s a kid who has the 
natural ability to put the 
ball in the hoop, especially 
after the team loses Har-
rison and Greene. Talent 
evaluator Tom Konchalski 
said the Big Strick Classic 
was the best he had seen 
Beasley play and that he 
is a player who can put up 
points in bunches.

“That’s what they put 
up on the scoreboard ,” Kon-
chalski said. “They don’t 
put how many defensive 
stops or defensive rebounds 
you have. They put how 
many points up there.”

The Red Storm will 
now have to wait and see if 
he will be doing it for them.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
Malik Boothe was told 

all season by his Take No 
Prisoners teammates that 
they were going to go as 
far as the former St. John’s 
University and Christ the 
King star would take them.

Where they ended up 
was on top of the Nike Pro 
City pro-am basketball 
league for the first time in 
the program’s history Aug. 
7 at Baruch College.

Boothe took his play 
up a notch in TNP’s 126-112 
victory over Primetime. 
The 5-foot-8 point guard 
scored 10 of his 20 points in 
the first quarter, dished out 
nine assists and grabbed 
six rebounds to earn MVP 
honors. Boothe wowed the 
crowd when he crossed over 
between two defenders and 
was hit, but knocked down 

a floater as part of a three-
point play with 6:18 left in 
the game.

“He played phenom-
enal,” former Molloy guard 
and TNP teammate Sun-
diata Gaines said. “That’s 
not usually a level I am ac-
customed to seeing him at. 

He was the real reason we 
won the game.”

Boothe’s play set the 
tone early. He scored on 
drives, in transition and 
made mid-ranger jumpers. 
TNP grabbed a 30-19 lead 
after the first quarter that 
it would not relinquish. 

Primetime tied the score 
once on a floater by former 
McClancy and LIU star At-
won Dobie that made it 73-73 
with 5:03 to go in the third 
quarter. They never led in 
the game. Booth thought 
he opened things up for his 
teammates.

“It just got me in a 
good rhythm, got me com-
fortable,” he said.

Boothe’s biggest play 
came late in the fourth 
quarter. He drove to the 
 baseline with the shot clock 
winding down and found 
Gaines along the right side 
for an open three-pointer. 
His shot rolled around the 
rim and went in to give 
TNP a 121-110 lead with 1:25 
left in the game.

“It was a better pass,” 
Gaines said. “The shot 
came easy.”

It was part of a big 

fourth quarter for a late 
arriving Gaines, who has 
played with four different 
NBA teams. Traffic caused 
him to arrive in the second 
quarter and defer to his 
teammates early. He went 
on to score 11 of his 15 points 
in the final frame. Former 
Iona College star Mike 
Glover added 23 points and 
16 rebounds for TNP. Dobie 
had 23 points and Shelton 
Cowell led all scorers with 
39 points and 11 rebounds 
for Primetime.

Boothe was still by far 
the game’s biggest star and 
will carry that momentum 
with him to his first pro-
fessional season overseas. 
He will play in Canada 
with the Halifax Rainmen. 
TNP Coach Jeffrey Taylor 
believes there is no better 
time for him to have this 
opportunity.

“It feels like he is on 
his way,” he said. “At 25 
he came into his own. He 
played like a different guy 
all season.”

Winning gave Boothe 
a feeling of redemption. 
Two years ago TNP lost in 
the semifinal without him 
because of injury. Last sea-
son the team did not make 
the playoffs. With a healthy 
and motivated Boothe in 
the lineup, they were able 
to finally hoist the trophy. 
He delivered just like his 
teammates and coaches 
thought he would.

“Every game for the 
whole season my team-
mates were telling me I was 
the driving force for us, 
that I was doing a great job 
leading us,” Boothe said. 
“We were going to go as far 
as I took us. We won. I guess 
I did a pretty good job.”

Recruit Beasley shows why he would be boost for Red Storm

SJU recruit Malik Beasley goes up for a dunk during the Big Strick 
Classic at Gauchos Gym in the Bronx. Photo by Robert Cole

Ex-SJU guard leads TNP to 1st Pro City title
Malik Boothe joins Take No Prisoners teammates to defeat Primetime 126-112 at Baruch College

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

Former SJU guard Malik Boothe (c.) was named the MVP of the 
Nike Pro City title game. Photo by Joseph Staszewski
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“I wanted to follow that 
same formula,” Lewinger 
said. “Let’s have someone 
who used to be immersed 
in this environment as a 
player, bring back that pas-
sion.”

He and Taibe under-
stand there will be a learn-
ing curve for her this sea-
son. She knows she has not 
been a traditional coach, 
but believes she under-

stands what it takes to be 
a leader from her playing 
days, helping out coaches 
here and there and run-
ning a junior ocean life-
guard camp for six years. 
Taibe is also studying to 
be a personal trainer, so 
giving proper instructions 
comes easy.

“From the volleyball 
skill development stand-
point, I think she is right 
there and I think she has a 
lot of good ideas,” Lewinger 
said.

Taibe hopes to bring 
the same passion and en-

thusiasm she played with 
to coaching and have it rub 
off on her kids as she tries 
to move TMLA back up the 
ladder of a tough CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens Division 
I league. She was the one al-
ways seen jumping around, 
she said. Now she is ready 
to leap to the next stage of 
her career at a familiar 
place.

‘To get a little taste of 
what I grew up with is go-
ing to be an experience,” 
Taibe said. “I’m excited for 
it.”

w w w.shoevi l lage.com
Free Shipping Over $50

45-22 162nd St. Flushing, NY 11358 | (718) 762-1990

Taibe
Continued from Page 47

tournament pitted some of 
the nation’s best high school 
players against teams made 
up of stars from around the 
world. He was the third 
leading scorer at Adidas 
Nations with 18.2 points per 
contest.

“I’ve been traveling a 
lot, but I’m always repre-
senting New York,” Alkins 

said.
Salnave did his fair 

share of putting New York 
City in a good light as well. 
The rising junior scored 
nine of his 14 points in the 
second quarter to get New 
York City back into the 
game after a slow start. 
He hit two three-pointers, 
including one to end the 
third. He got to the basket, 
scored on put backs and 
did an excellent job run-
ning that team at the point 

guard spot.
“I want to show what 

I could do ,” Salnave said. 
“What I like to do is go at 
whoever is the best player. 
So whoever I had on me, 
whoever they were, if they 
got a name, I want to make 
my name bigger so I want to 
go right after them.”

He and Alkins certain-
ly helped New York City’s 
names while competing 
against the nation’s best 
players.

Classic
Continued from Page 47

Follow us on 
Facebook:

facebook.com/
timesledger
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the loss of jobs and pensions 
until they agreed to testify. 
The group claims many 
were given immunity from 
facing criminal charges in 
exchange for agreeing to 
take the stand.

“When they sought 
Mr. Baldeo’s advice, he 
told them of their bedrock 
constitutional rights they 
had in America ... and that 
they did not have to speak 

to law enforcement. The 
FBI retaliated by bringing 
charges,” the memo read. 
“We demand that these 
misconceived convictions 
against Mr. Baldeo be dis-
missed, and stand with him 
in his quest for justice.”

The press release also 
accused Bharara’s team of 
targeting Baldeo because 
of his Guyanese and South 
Asian ancestry.

“Establishment candi-
dates, who had committed 
more egregious violations, 
only had to pay fines in ad-

ministrative proceedings,” 
the document read. “These 
charges are unprecedent-
ed in City Council cam-
paigns.”

Bharara’s office de-
clined to comment on the 
People for Baldeo’s charac-
terization of the case.

Baldeo lost the District 
28  Council race in 2005 but 
came close to ousting for-
mer Republican state Sen. 
Serf Maltese in 2006. He 
went on to unsuccessfully 
seek the same Council seat 
in 2010, which went to Wills, 

and win the Democratic dis-
trict leader post.

Each obstruction of 
justice conviction carries 
a maximum sentence of 20 
years behind bars, Bhara-
ra’s office said.

Baldeo’s sentencing is 
scheduled for Dec. 16.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 4 

Baldeo
ware River Basin, arguing 
that it required a full envi-
ronmental study.

“We sent the oil and 
gas companies a message, 
saying that we are going to 
fight you every step of the 
way,” Cahill, a father of four, 
said. “That’s unfortunate.”

Cahill, a Bronx native 
who grew up in Yonkers, 
called for allowing hydrau-
lic fracturing as long as 

there are three non-nego-
tiable parameters put into 
place.

“It can’t never be done 
in the state’s watershed, 
in its parks and disclosing 
what is being injected into 
our groundwater,” said Ca-
hill, former commissioner 
for the state Department of 
Environmental Conserva-
tion.  Cahill, who coached 
soccer and baseball in high 
school, focuses his law ca-
reer in environmental law. 

Continued from Page 4 

Cahill

range from 9 to 11 years old, 
as well as forcing them to 
perform tasks such as hold-
ing books above their heads 
for long periods of time, the 
DA said.

Park is also charged 
with repeatedly striking a 
student with a spiral note-
book, causing scratches to 
his shoulder and back, ac-
cording to the DA.

Park is facing charges 
of second-degree assault 
and endangering the wel-
fare of a child and faces up 
to seven years in prison 
if convicted, the DA said. 
Chea has been charged 
with third-degree attempt-
ed assault and endangering 
the welfare of a child and 
could spend up to a year in 
jail, according to the DA’s 
office.

Former City Council-
man Allan Jennings, rep-
resenting Crown Academy 
as a spokesman, called the 
allegations “utterly and 
completely false” and said 
the dispute was actually a 
financial matter brought 
about by a vindictive for-
mer employee who was pre-
viously hired by the acad-
emy to host the students 
while they studied in New 
York.

“There is no victim 
here,” he said. “These are 
serious allegations, but 
they are not true.”

Jennings said Park 
and Chea both pleaded not 
guilty at an Aug. 7 arraign-
ment and were released on 
bail: $5,000 for Park and 
$1,000 for Chea.

Dennis Ring, the at-
torney representing the 

two women, said they were 
due back in court in late 
September, but he said he 
expects his clients to be ex-
onerated before the court 
date arrives.

Jennings said a wom-
an, whom he declined to 
identify, was contracted 
by the home-stay company 
Crown Parent Services 
to take in exchange stu-
dents for a salary of $2,500 
per month but asked for 
a $50,000 advance on her 
wages due to financial dif-
ficulties.

He said Park and Chea 
— already having fronted 
her $10,000 on a previous 
request — declined to give 
her another advance, caus-
ing the woman to resign 
and fabricate abuse allega-
tions against the owners of 
Crown Academy while try-
ing to put their home-stay 
business out of service, 
Jennings said.

The DA said one of the 
students’ nannies, whom 
Jennings said is the tutor-
ing center’s former employ-
ee, reported the abuse after 
noticing scratches and oth-
er marks on the boy’s body 
toward the end of May. But 
Jennings said the child has 
a documented medical al-
lergy that causes him to de-

velop a rash over his back 
and arms, which his par-
ents later treated him for at 
a hospital, he said.

Ring questioned the al-
legations that the two wom-
en withheld food and water 
from the students since no 
children ever lived with 
Park and Chea but instead 
were under the care of the 
woman who filed the com-
plaint against the two.

“This criminal com-
plaint filed in this case 
reads like a confession by 
this person,” Ring said of 
the woman who made the 
accusations. “This person 
was the legal guardian to 
these children and claims 
that she saw injuries May 
21, yet didn’t report it until 
July 24, the same day her 
employment with [Crown 
Academy] ended.”

In response to the al-
legations, state Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) and 
state Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) jointly 
announced Tuesday a plan 
to introduce  legislation 
next session aimed at clos-
ing what Kim called “loop-
holes” in existing laws 
and regulations that allow 
tutoring centers to avoid 
background checks or not 
disclose any prior criminal 

history.
“There are some Ko-

reans even who think this 
is not abuse and this is a 
normal way of educating 
our children,” Kim said. 
“That’s a mindset that we 
need to change as a commu-
nity. Beating kids up and 
punishing them is not ef-
fective. It’s not motivating 
them to get into Harvard.”

Kim said when he was 
growing up in South Korea, 
he was often punished in 
similar methods that Park 
and Chea are alleged to 
have used on the four stu-
dents, but he said in retro-
spect the forms of punish-
ment used in many Korean 
schools did not help him 
want to be a better learner.

 Crown Tutoring Acad-
emy is one of several in-
stitutions around the city 
with a target demographic 
of South Koreans, who of-
ten send their children to 
the United States to receive 
a higher quality of educa-
tion. Owners of businesses 
that surround the center, 
on the second floor of a 

small shopping center, said 
they rarely see or hear from 
anyone at the school and 
said students and teachers 
mostly keep to themselves.

Grace Yoon, execu-
tive director of the Korean 
American Family Service 
Center, said she was not 
familiar with Crown Acad-
emy before hearing of the 
alleged abuse but said her 
organization was “out-
raged” to hear the news.

“This case is compli-
cated, but the owner and 
teachers of this academy 
were primary caregivers 
of these young students 
entrusted by parents over-
seas, yet they abused their 
power to control their 
students,” she said. “No 
child deserves such physi-
cal, verbal and emotional 
abuse no matter what, even 
at the excuse of discipline. 
The people responsible for 
this abuse must be held ac-
countable for their action to 
the maximum.”

Ring said there have 
been no other witnesses 
found who observed any in-

juries to the four students 
from abuse other than by 
the woman who made the 
complaint, who he said 
was financially motivated 
to bring down his clients’ 
business. He also said none 
of the students’ parents 
have reported any abuse 
or made any allegations 
against Park and Chea.

“It’s very noteworthy 
here that there have been 
over 300 children who have 
gone through this academy 
and this is the first time 
there’s ever been any com-
plaint of any kind made 
to authorities,” he said. 
“There are four children 
mentioned in this com-
plaint and I’ve seen no alle-
gations by any of them.”

Ring said Crown Acad-
emy is still open and func-
tioning normally while the 
case is being prepared for 
court.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 1 

Abuse

State Sen. Toby Stavisky (l.) and state Assemblyman Ron Kim (c.) announce plans to introduce legisla-
tion to better protect students at private academies from abuse. Photo by Kelsey Durham

Two women from Crown Tutoring Academy in Little Neck were 
charged last week with abusing four young exchange students. 

Photo by Kelsey Durham
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