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BY BILL PARRY

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) 
presented congressional 
citations to two Jackson 
Heights groups which 
played a role in helping a 
neighbor in need.

Solution Docs and the 
Ecuadorian International 
Center helped secure a 
humanitarian parole for a 
9/11 clean-up worker and 
Jackson Heights resident 
Martha Friere.

“Martha Friere was 
there for our country dur-
ing one of the most difficult 

times in our history, and 
I’m proud to see our Jack-
son Heights community 
come together for her now,” 
Crowley said.

A survivor of domes-
tic abuse, Friere lived in 
the United States under U 
non-immigrant visa status, 
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

This Forest Hills hospital’s 
price was a walk in the park.

A Rego Park-based realty 
company seized the shuttered 

Parkway Hospital property with 
a $1 million bid during a fore-
closure auction in Queens Civil 
Court last Friday.

The same firm, Auberge 
Grand Central Limited Liability 

Company, purchased the defunct 
hospital’s mortgages for $6.5 mil-
lion in 2012 and then had a firm 
assess the 56,400-square-foot lot’s 
market rate at $6 million, court 
documents show.

After emerging from a brief 
bidding war, a representative 
from Auberge Grand Central said 
he was contractually prevented 
from discussing plans for the 
property.

The firm previously said it 
wanted to transform the six-sto-
ry building into condominiums 
through a partnership with Jas-
per Venture Group LLC.

Auberge Grand Central’s 
lawyer opened the bidding at $1 
million.

One prospective buyer 
pushed the price up to $5.5 mil-
lion, but the referee declined his 
required 10 percent deposit be-
cause it did come with a certified 
check.

Again, Auberge Grand Cen-
tral set the base offer at $1 mil-
lion.

A second interested party 
upped the bid to $4.5 million. 
When asked for a deposit, he 
showed the referee a manila en-
velop filled with funds that also 
failed to comply with deposit pro-
tocol.

The third time Auberge 
Grand Central proposed a $1 mil-A dragon head is attached to the front of each vessel at the Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival in Flushing Meadows 

Corona Park. See story Page 8. Photo by Ken Maldonado

A HEAD START

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Queens lawmakers and 
members of the Korean-Ameri-
can community responded with 
shock and sadness this week after 
Queens District Attorney Richard 
Brown announced that two wom-
en at a private tutoring center in 
Little Neck were recently accused 
of abusing four young exchange 
students.

The DA said Sun Kyung Park, 
33, of Oakland Gardens, and Min 
Kyung Chea, of Little Neck, were 
arrested last week  after an NYPD 
investigation revealed that the 
two women had allegedly abused 
four South Korean students sent 
to New York by their families for 
an education at Crown Tutoring 
Academy on Northern Boule-
vard, owned by Chea’s husband, 
between January and July 2014.

The women are accused of 
withholding food and bathroom 
privileges from the students, who 
range from 9 to 11 years old, as 
well as forcing them to perform 
tasks such as holding books above 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

A federal jury acquitted City Council hopeful 
Albert Baldeo of using fake donors to qualify for 
matching funds during his failed 2010 campaign, 
but found the Ozone Park Democrat guilty of tam-
pering with witnesses during the FBI’s investiga-

Ozone Pk. Democrat Baldeo 

convicted after Council race

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley honors a Jackson 
Heights group for helping Martha Friere 
(third from r.) return to the United 
States. Photo courtesy Joe Crowley

Tutors abused
Korean pupils 
in Queens: DA

Parkway Hospital auctioned off
Rego Park realty fi rm bids $1M for shuttered medical site at foreclosure sale

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 9

9/11 worker allowed into U.S.
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STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88

BY BILL PARRY

Joe Hartigan grew 
tired of waiting for the bor-
ough’s elected officials to 
provide economic leader-
ship in Rockaway, a com-
munity still struggling 
with its post-Superstorm 
Sandy recovery nearly two 
years after the storm.

So he took matters into 
his own hands and the re-
sult was a high-end street 
fair right on the boardwalk 
at Beach 86th Street last 
weekend.

The retired FDNY lieu-
tenant teamed up with a 
Long Island-based promot-
er and the city Parks De-
partment to stage the first 
Rockaway Beach Board-
walk Craft & Gift Fair. 
Nearly 60 vendors took part 
selling handmade designer 
jewelry, household decor 
and clothing, among other 
items.

“What I was happy 
about was that it was very 
popular with the beachgo-
ers, but even more popular 
with the vendors,” Harti-
gan said. “When I polled 
each of them on Sunday, I 
asked if they’d be interested 
in coming back next year, 
and they said they’d love to 
be back next weekend.”

Hartigan got the idea 
during a conference in 
Long Beach, L.I., last year.

“It was about the re-
construction of their board-
walk that was lost during 
Sandy,” Hartigan said. “All 
they were talking about 
was their great craft fair 
that they always had before 
the storm, They said Alan 
ran the best one.”

Alan Finchley, found-
er and promoter of Long Is-
land Street Fairs, listened 
to Hartigan’s pitch and 
jumped at the chance to 
help Rockaway.

“We wanted to bring 
visitors back to Rockaway,” 
he said. “Each of our regu-
lar vendors has followers 
on Twitter and Facebook, 
so we knew there would be 
people making their way 

here during the weekend.”
Finchley grew up on 

123rd Street in Rockaway 
Park and spent a few sum-
mers working in an ar-
cade on 116th Street, so the 
weekend was not business 
as usual.

“It’s not about making 
money, it’s about bringing 
business and positive think-
ing back to Rockaway,” he 
said. “A positive experience 
translates to positive word 
of mouth, and the word gets 
out that Rockaway is back 
and open for business.”

Hartigan, a resident of 
132nd Street in Belle Har-
bor, looks at the restoration 
of the beaches in Rockaway 
and cannot help but notice 
how empty they are even on 
the most beautiful days.

“We’re just trying to 
get beachgoers and other 
visitors to come back and 
help the businesses that we 
have left,” he said. The city’s 
Parks Department said 
Rockaway has had nearly 
3 million visitors this year, 
1.5 million during July 
alone. “Jones Beach had 8 
million people two years 

ago,” Hartigan said.  “If we 
had better transportation, 
we could get some of that 
crowd because it’s closer to 
all the tourists staying in 
Manhattan. That’s why I’m 
such an advocate for the fer-
ry. More visitors translates 
to jobs and this community 
has the highest unemploy-
ment rate in Queens.”

The fair was a big hit 
with the shoppers, and it 
might have a bigger benefit 
for the Rockaways, accord-
ing to Finchley.

“Some of the vendors 
were still setting up their 
stalls when the people 
started buying,” he said. 
“Some of the vendors were 
looking at the beautiful 
buildings across Shore 
Front Parkway [the Day-
ton Towers] and thought 
they might like to live here, 
maybe even move their 
businesses to some of those 
vacant storefronts on 116th 
Street.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Nearly 60 vendors sell their wares at the first Rockaway Beach 
Boardwalk Craft & Gift Fair. Photo by Bill Parry

Rockaway fair brings 
crowds back to beach
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BY JUAN SOTO

Leroy Comrie won the 
battle of the endorsements.

On Tuesday, he re-
ceived a major 
boost, winning the 
support of most 
elected officials 
who represent 
parts of southeast 
Queens, from U.S. 
Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-
Jamaica) to City Council-
man Donovan Richards (D-
Laurelton), in his race to 
unseat indicted state Sen. 
Malcolm Smith (D-Hollis).

Flanked by political 
and community leaders at a 
podium in front of his cam-
paign headquarters, at 113-
43 Farmers Blvd., Comrie 
said, “I am ready to go.”

Smith’s longtime 
friends and allies turned 
their back on him and went 
to the Comrie camp.

Smith, Comrie and at-
torney Munir Avery will 
face off in the Democratic 

primary election set for 
Sept. 9.

“I am glad I have all 
this support,” said the 
former councilman, who 

served 12 years 
in the municipal 
chamber repre-
senting parts of 
southeast Queens.

Also backing 
Comrie are Coun-

cilmen I. Daneek Miller 
(D-St. Albans) and Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) and 
state Assembly members 
William Scarborough (D-
Jamaica), Barbara Clark 
(D-Queens Village), Nily 
Rozic (D-Flushing), Michael 
Simanowitz (D-Flushing) 
and David Weprin (D-Fresh 
Meadows).

“This is a man we 
know as a community lead-
er,” said Meeks. “He exem-
plifies leadership.”

Meeks, one of Smith’s 
longtime supporters, said 
his endorsement of the sen-
ator’s rival is “about what 

is best for the community. 
This is not personal.”

A judge declared a 
mistrial in Smith’s federal 
trial on charges he tried 
to bribe his way onto the 
Republican line as the GOP 

contender in the 2013 may-
oral race. He now faces a 
retrial scheduled to begin 
in January.

The veteran congress-
man said Comrie is a per-
son “that can bring people 

together, as he did in the 
City Council, and can make 
sure Democrats take back 
control in Albany.”

Comrie lost out on 
his bid to become borough 
president to Melinda Katz 

in the 2014 city elections.
Richards tapped Com-

rie as a “leader that will re-
turn integrity to our south-
east Queens communities.”

The former council-
man received the massive 
endorsement four weeks 
from the Democratic pri-
mary day.

“I am running because 
people have asked me to re-
turn to public office,” he 
said. “We can’t afford to 
have a void in the state Sen-
ate.”

Comrie, who is a spe-
cial assistant to the bor-
ough president, pointed 
out that he is a person who 
can “work with people with 
differences of opinion and 
bringing them together to 
reach a compromise,” as he 
did, he added, while serv-
ing in the Council.

“I know how to create 
opportunity out of chaos,” 
he said.

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Opponents of the Wil-
lets Point redevelopment 
have claimed the city can-
not legally transfer all of 
the land for the project to 
developers without addi-
tional approvals from May-
or Bill de Blasio and the 
Queens Borough Board.

The $3 billion plan will 
displace hundreds of auto 
repair shops to transform 
the area known as the Iron 
Triangle into a new neigh-
borhood with residential 
space and a megamall.

In November 2013, the 
Queens Borough Board 
consented to the sale of 23 
acres the city had slated for 
the first phase of the proj-
ect to developers Queens 
Development Group, a joint 
venture between Sterling 
Equities and Related Cos., 
for $1.

The city has since 
cleared out many of the 
businesses in Phase 1 and 
has started readying the 
site to be transferred to the 
developers. Willets Point 
United, a group represent-
ing business and land own-
ers in the area, has con-
tended the property cannot 
yet be conveyed to the de-
velopers because the city 
did not own all the neces-
sary parcels at the time the 
sale was approved.

“Only Mayor Bill de 
Blasio is empowered to au-
thorize the sale of Willets 
Point property that was 
not city-owned during the 
Bloomberg administra-
tion,” the group wrote in 
recent letters to state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
who forwarded their con-
cerns to the mayor, the city 
Economic Development 
Corp. and other involved 

agencies last Friday.
The group cited a sub-

section of the city charter, 
which authorizes the may-
or to only sell property “of 
the city.”

“How could the bor-
ough board vote on some-
thing that wasn’t even sold 
yet? What if the people 
didn’t sell?” said Gerald An-
tonacci, a representative of 

Willets Point United. “How 
could they possibly give 
away that person’s property 
until after it was bought?”

The mayor’s office did 
not respond to requests for 
comment.

The city has acquired 
more than 95 percent of the 
land slated for phase one, 
which the EDC expects to 
transfer to Queens Develop-

ment Group in the coming 
months.

Of that area, only 2 
acres have actually been 
transferred to the develop-
ers. The city has acquired 
property at the site as re-
cently as June, when it 
purchased a parcel on 37th 
Avenue, according to city 
records.

If the mayor, who has 

been fairly quiet about the 
project since taking office, 
decides to approve the sale 
of the newly acquired prop-
erties, the city would still 
need the approval of the 
Queens Borough Board, 
Antonacci said.

The city and develop-
ers are facing two pending 
lawsuits concerning the 
legality of the megamall 
being built on the former 
site of Shea Stadium. Both 
lawsuits contend the plan 
required the consent of the 
state Legislature as the site 
was mapped as parkland on 
city maps.

Arguments were heard 
in one of the cases in late 
July and a judge has yet to 
rule on it.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Willets Point is set to be redeveloped into residential, retail and commercial space. 
Photo by Alex Robinson

Opponents challenge looming Willets Point land transfer
Mayor, Borough Board need to OK project again before property can be given to developers: Group

Sen. Smith’s allies now back Comrie

Leroy Comrie, Democratic candidate for the state Senate, raises his arms outside his campaign office 
in St. Albans as he gets the endorsement of several southeast Queens elected officials.   

By Ken Maldonado
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TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org

BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
U.S. Sen. Kirsten 

Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) came 
to Fresh Meadows Monday 
afternoon to push Congress 
to level the playing field for 
women-owned businesses 
seeking government con-
tracts.

While there are rough-
ly 670,000 businesses owned 
by women citywide, only 
1.48 percent of federal con-
tract dollars goes to those 
firms, according to a recent 
study by Women Impacting 
Public Policy, an organiza-
tion which advocates on 
behalf of women  entrepre-
neurs.

“Women-owned busi-
nesses are systemically 
shortchanged when it 
comes to competing for 
government contracts,” 
Gillibrand told reporters at 
Data Conversation Labora-

tory, a Queens-based, wom-
an-owned firm, flanked by 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing), state Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing), 
Assemblywoman Nily Ro-

zic (D-Fresh Meadows) and 
City Councilman Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens).

The elected officials 
urged Congress to pass 
the Women’s Small Busi-

ness Procurement Parity 
Act, which they said would 
expand opportunities for 
firms owned by women. If 
enacted, the bill would en-
able businesses that are 

part of the Women Owned 
Small Business program 
to get sole-sourced govern-
ment contracts already 
available to other small 
business contracting pro-
grams.

“It’s time to knock 
down the barriers that for 
too long have blocked fe-
male entrepreneurs from 
doing more business with 
the federal government,” 
Meng said. “Women-owned 
businesses have just as 
much right to federal con-
tracts as all other business-
es do.”

There are some 350 
women-owned businesses 
seeking government con-
tracts in the city and doz-
ens in Queens, Gillibrand 
said. The Data Conversa-
tion Laboratory works on 
defense and federal agency 
contracts, but is rarely in 
the position to win bids be-

cause of competition, the 
firm’s chief operating offi-
cer, Amy Williams, said.

“We’re excited about 
this legislation, as it would 
enable Data Conversation 
Laboratory to substantially 
increase our federal com-
petitiveness, allowing us 
to grow our business and 
bring more technology jobs 
to Queens,” Williams said.

More than 20 years 
ago, Congress created a 
requirement that at least 5 
percent of federal contracts 
would be awarded to wom-
en-owned small businesses, 
but as recently as last year 
only 4.3 percent were given 
to them.

This gap costs women-
owned firms an estimated 
$5.7 billion in government 
contracts every year, ac-
cording to a recent congres-
sional report.

U.S. Sen. Gillibrand (c.) pushes for federal legislation to help women-owned business with U.S. Rep 
Grace Meng (l.) and state Sen. Toby Stavisky (r.).  Photo by Alex Robinson

Gillibrand pushes parity for women’s biz
Senator joins other boro offi cials to urge Congress to pass law supporting female enterprises
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INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.

BY SARINA TRANGLE

A retired correction of-
ficer’s memoirs of her days 
at Rikers Island are so racy 
she is raising money for a 
lawyer to proof the pages.

Robin Kay Miller, 52, 
took to the online fund-rais-
ing hub Kickstarter to help 
turn the manuscript she 
has spent years laboring 
on in her Woodhaven home 
into a book and movie.

She intends to detail 
what she described as ram-
pant drug dealing by city 
Department of Correction 
staff in the 1980s, frequent 
unprompted physical abuse 
of inmates and a culture 
where female recruits were 
rewarded for engaging in 
sexual relations with offi-
cers.

Miller, who wrote 
and produced a few dozen 
videos with the Tak’n’ova 
Entertainment movie com-
pany she once ran, said the 
push to publish comes after 
the death of her sister, a cor-
rections officer who Miller 
contends became addicted 
to crack because of co-work-
ers in the department.  She 
also has been motivated by 
the violence against Rik-
ers inmates that has made 
headlines and prompted a 
federal probe.

“By the time I finish, 
it’s going to change,” Miller 
said. “By corrections offi-
cers not correcting, they’re 
making it worse for all of 
us.”

“Brownsville, East 
New York is a war zone,” 
she added, saying the neigh-
borhood she grew up in il-
lustrates how Correction  
abuses affect entire com-
munities. “A lot of people 
have been to jail and a lot 
of prisoners got abused — 
abused at home and abused 
in jail.”

Miller said her book, 
titled “Sex-Crack-Guns: My 
Life as a Rikers Island Fe-
male Correction Officer,” 
will focus on her, her sis-
ter’s and other colleagues’ 
experiences while working 
on the island off the coast 

of northwest Queens that 
houses several correction 
facilities.

Highlights include an 
officer whose genitals were 
allegedly bitten off by an 
inmate because the guard 
did not hand over whatever 
resources he usually did 
during their alleged sexual 
trysts; a co-worker who was 
arrested when he allegedly 
showed up to work with 4 
kilos of cocaine strapped 
to his waist; and a Poconos 
home used to host alleged 
drug and sexual escapades 
with academy graduates 
who were later given pref-
erential assignments.

The movie will take a 
more holistic approach to 
the criminal justice sys-
tem, Miller said.

Both the book and 
movie will be salacious 
enough to merit a close look 
by lawyers. 

“The reason I went 
on Kickstarter is because 
my main thing is the legal 
team. I know there’s cer-
tain things that I can say 
and cannot say, so I want to 
cover myself,” said Miller.

The city Department of 
Corrections did not respond 
to requests for comment or 
confirm Miller’s career 
with the department.

But Miller showed the 

TimesLedger a Correction 
badge, ID and gun permit 
as well as pension paper-
work and a 1984 complaint 
addressed to Warden Ver-
non Bain, who oversaw the 
men’s detention center on 
Rikers at the time. 

Miller hopes to raise 
$50,000, mostly for a legal 
team to protect her from 
any libel or slander suits, 
but also for production of 
the still-untitled movie and 
editing and publishing as-
sistance with the book.

Miller said she started 
as a corrections officers 
at Rikers March 7, 1983. 
After a year in a half, she 
moved to the  Manhattan 
and Brooklyn courts and 
worked in the same capac-
ity before retiring in July 
2005.

The idea of a book came 
to her when her older sister, 
Theresa Miller. died after a 
battle with crack addiction 
a day after the younger 
Miller retired. Miller said 
she helped her sibling get 
a job at Rikers in 1985 and 
her sister quickly became a 
victim of fellow Correction 
officers selling drugs in the 
prisons.

By 1987, Miller said 
her relative was kicked out 
of the department and ar-
rested.

Robin Miller is writing a book about working as a Correction offi-
cer on Rikers Island in the 1980s.  

Photo by Ken Maldonado

Ex-Rikers guard writes
tell-all about prison life
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BY JUAN SOTO

The Jamaica Center 
BID is looking for a new ex-
ecutive director after Feli-
cia Tunnah was let go over 
differences with the BID’s 
board on how to promote 
downtown Jamaica.

“It was a mutual deci-
sion,” said Tunnah, who 
was hired as the business 
improvement district’s ex-
ecutive director last Sep-
tember. “The board and I 
had different visions for 
downtown.”

She declined in an 
email to give any specifics 
about the decision, but she 
added that “I wish them 
well,” referring to the BID’s 
future projects.

Jamaica Center’s web-
site confirmed the organi-
zation was looking for Tun-
nah’s replacement.

It wants to hire a “tal-
ented and seasoned profes-

sional to serve as its execu-
tive editor,” according to 
the BID’s Web page.  The 
person will be responsible 
for the “overall administra-
tion, financial management 
and day-to-day activities” 
of the BID, which covers a 
15-block commercial area 
in downtown Jamaica.

Tunnah, who holds a 
master’s in city planning 
from the University of 
Pennsylvania, was hired 
last September to replace 
Laurel Brown.

Brown, who took over 
the organization in 2011, 
left at the time to head the 
Downtown Brooklyn Part-
nership.

Brown was one of 
three BID executives from 
across the city to be hon-
ored in July with a 2013 
leadership award from the 
city Department of Small 
Business Services, which 
oversees a total of 67 BIDs.

BY BILL PARRY
 
The man behind the 

popular LIC Arts Open may 
see his theater shuttered 
unless the community ral-
lies behind him.

Richard Mazda’s Se-
cret Theatre, an intimate 
off-Broadway house, at 44-
02 23rd St. in Long Island 
City, is in a financial hole 
brought on by unforeseen 
expenses.

“On the surface we are 
very successful because of 
our great shows,” Mazda 
said. “‘Oliver’ sold out al-
most every night and ‘Rich-
ard III’ had tremendous 
reviews, but ‘Oliver’ cost 
$18,000 to produce and with 
all the sell-outs we only 
broke even.”

Founded by Mazda in 
2007, Secret Theatre has 
become part of the fabric of 
the culture scene in west-
ern Queens, hosting plays, 
musicals, opera and dance. 
In addition to two perfor-
mance theaters, the venue 
offers other spaces that are 
rented out for rehearsals, 
parties, art exhibits and 
film screenings.

“Even though most of 
our staff is volunteers and 
interns, our margins are 
always slim and we can’t 
budget for the future,” Maz-
da said. “This past year we 
ran into a lot of expenses 
that we never budgeted for 
and if we can’t raise enough 
funds we’ll have to shrink 

or go out of business.”
Mazda’s troubles be-

gan in late 2012, when the 
city Department of Build-
ings found that the land-
lord’s certificate of occu-
pancy was out of date.

“That led to further 
routine inspections that 
found not everything was 
up to code,” Mazda said. 
“The amount of money re-
quired to bring the build-
ing up to code was in the 
hundreds of thousands. 
The burden fell heavily on 
the landlord, who’s been 
very nice and supportive, 
but the fines and fees that 
we accrued got expensive 
quickly for a theater like 
this.”

DOB confirms the fines 

have been paid and there 
are no current complaints 
or violations against Secret 
Theatre.

Now Mazda is hoping 
to raise $10,000 by the first 
week of September with his 
“Can You Keep the Secret” 
fund-raising campaign on 
the crowdfunding website 
Indiegogo.

“Now we are fully 
compliant and up to code, 
but our finances have been 
wrecked,” Mazda said. 
“This is the first time we’ve 
turned to the community to 
help us with this financial 
hurdle. 10K is a huge nut 
for us, it really broke our 
back.”

He further explained 
that grants generally do not 

apply to mainstream the-
aters like his unless perfor-
mances are tied to a larger 
program like at the project-
led  Chocolate Factory and 
Thalia Theatre.

“We just don’t fit into 
that model,” Mazda said. 
“We are in the process of 
changing our business 
model so we can apply for 
grants, but that takes time,.  
There’s no magic bullet 
here.”

The future of Secret 
Theatre will have no bear-
ing on the future of LIC 
Arts Open, the annual five-
day festival which will cel-
ebrate its fifth anniversary 
in May.

Secret Theatre owner Richard Mazda asks the LIC community to help him overcome a financial hur-
dle. Photo courtesy Orestas Gonzales

The Jamaica Center BID covers a 15-block commercial area in 
downtown Jamaica. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Secret Theatre in danger
LIC cultural anchor asks community for help to avoid closing

Jamaica Center BID
splits with director
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CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537

 

BY BILL PARRY

The 24th Annual Hong 
Kong Dragon Boat Festival 
drew thousands of people 
to the shores of Meadow 
Lake in Flushing Meadow 
Corona Park over the week-
end, and they cheered even 
though they did not know 
who was winning.

A record number 197 
teams took part this year, 
paddling the 1-ton teak 
boats 250 or 500 meters.

Even the crews did 
not know each race’s win-
ner until the results were 
posted on a chain link fence 
beside the marina. It was 
old-school racing befitting 
the ancient Chinese legend 
that is honored by the festi-
val each year.

In the third cen-
tury B.C., poet Qu Yuan 
drowned himself in the Ni 
Lo River rather than serve 

in the court of a new em-
peror. Locals raced their 
fishing boats in an attempt 
to save the drowning man, 
beating drums to scare off 
water dragons.

Chinese dragon boats 
have been racing for hun-
dreds of years since as part 
of the holiday known as 
Duanwu. It is celebrated 
with a festival each year 
on the fifth day of the fifth 
lunar month to honor Qu 
Yuan.

The Hong Kong Drag-
on Boat Festival has 30 
custom-made boats that are 
blessed by Buddhist monks 
before they enter the water. 
The promoters call it the 
largest multicultural festi-
val in New York celebrat-
ing diversity and tradition. 
There was also martial art 
exhibitions and live music, 
including a performance 
by the Chinese Music En-

semble of New York. There 
were also folk arts and 
crafts and an  international 
food court, but that was 
smaller than in previous 
years.

Nearly all of the nearly 
200 crews brought their 

own provisions. Some set-
tled for hero sandwiches, 
while others set up grills 
for steaks, hamburgers and 
hot dogs. Each team had its 
own tented area where they 
relaxed while waiting their 
turn to race.

 Teams come from all 
over North America rep-
resenting large banking 
companies like JPMorgan 
Chase and Bank of Amer-
ica. Verizon, Con Edison 
and the FDNY sent crews 
this year.

Even Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz sent a 
team that finished second 
in a special race commemo-
rating the 50th anniversary 
of the World’s Fair.

The highest profile 
race, the $500 Open Cham-
pionship, was won by the 
DCH Auto Group team from 
South Amboy, N.J.

The Shanghai Com-
mercial Bank sent a team 
for the 24th straight year 
and they came away with a 
medal in a charity race.

“We’ve always done 
very well here, but we’ll 
take this as a consolation,” 
Capt. Joseph Lau said. “We 
may look happy, but we’re 
really used to winning the 
big races.”

The Harvard Dragon 
Boat team competed for the 
first time in three years.

A Dragon Boat participant beats a drum as teammates paddle across Meadow Lake as part of the New 
York leg of the worldwide festival.  Photo by Ken Maldonado

Dragon Boat Festival back for 24th year
Nearly 200 crews compete in ancient races steeped in tradition at Flushing Meadows Corona Park
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

their heads for long periods 
of time, the DA said.

Park is also charged 
with repeatedly striking a 
student with a spiral note-
book, causing scratches to 
his shoulder and back, ac-
cording to the DA.

Park is facing charges 
of second-degree assault 
and endangering the wel-
fare of a child and faces up 
to seven years in prison 
if convicted, the DA said. 
Chea has been charged 
with third-degree attempt-
ed assault and endangering 
the welfare of a child and 
could spend up to a year in 
jail, according to the DA’s 
office.

Former City Council-
man Allan Jennings, rep-
resenting Crown Academy 
as a spokesman, called the 
allegations “utterly and 
completely false” and said 
the dispute was actually a 
financial matter brought 
about by a vindictive for-

mer employee who was pre-
viously hired by the acad-
emy to host the students 
while they studied in New 
York.

“There is no victim 
here,” he said. “These are 
serious allegations, but 
they are not true.”

Jennings said Park 
and Chea both pleaded not 
guilty at an Aug. 7 arraign-
ment and were released on 
bail: $5,000 for Park and 
$1,000 for Chea.

Dennis Ring, the at-
torney representing the 
two women, said they were 
due back in court in late 
September, but he said he 
expects his clients to be ex-
onerated before the court 
date arrives.

Jennings said a wom-
an, whom he declined to 
identify, was contracted 
by the home-stay company 
Crown Parent Services 
to take in exchange stu-
dents for a salary of $2,500 
per month but asked for 
a $50,000 advance on her 
wages due to financial dif-
ficulties.

He said Park and Chea 

— already having fronted 
her $10,000 on a previous 
request — declined to give 
her another advance, caus-
ing the woman to resign 
and fabricate abuse allega-
tions against the owners of 
Crown Academy while try-
ing to put their home-stay 
business out of service, 
Jennings said.

The DA said one of the 
students’ nannies, whom 
Jennings said is the tutor-
ing center’s former employ-
ee, reported the abuse after 
noticing scratches and oth-
er marks on the boy’s body 
toward the end of May. But 
Jennings said the child has 
a documented medical al-
lergy that causes him to de-
velop a rash over his back 
and arms, which his par-
ents later treated him for at 
a hospital, he said.

Ring questioned the al-
legations that the two wom-
en withheld food and water 
from the students since no 
children ever lived with 
Park and Chea but instead 
were under the care of the 
woman who filed the com-
plaint against the two.

but when she left the coun-
try for Ecuador in 2013 to 
attend the funeral of one 
of her daughters, she was 
not allowed to re-enter the 
country.

That is when Friere 
contacted Solution Docs for 
help. The Jackson Height-
based immigrant services 
provider agreed to help her 
file for humanitarian pa-
role at no cost.

Her application was 
subsequently approved 
based on the numerous 
medical conditions she de-
veloped as a result of her 
exposure to hazardous ma-
terials during the clean-up 
effort at the World Trade 
Center after the Sept. 11 ter-
rorist attacks.

On Sept. 14, 2001, Fri-
ere went to work for a sub-
contractor cleaning offices 
and banks in the building 
that surrounded Ground 
Zero. For the next six 
months she worked eight-
hour shifts six days a week, 

cleaning the dust and ash 
that settled over every sur-
face.

Friere was never pro-
vided gloves, protective 
suits or breathing appara-
tuses and she soon devel-
oped respiratory problems, 
starting with asthma. She 
was diagnosed with thy-
roid cancer in 2010 and be-
gan receiving treatment at 
Bellevue Hospital Center.

With the help of Solu-
tion Docs and the immi-
gration advocacy group 
Ecuadorian International 
Center, Friere was able to 
return to the United States, 
where she is caring for her 
17-year-old daughter, who 
had been left on her own in 
Jackson Heights.

“Thanks to the col-
laborative effort between 
one of our local immigrant 
associations and a small 
business committed to giv-
ing back to our community, 
Martha was able to reunite 
with her family in Queens 
and continue receiving the 
healthcare she needs and 
deserves,” Crowley said.

Friere will restart he 
cancer treatments next 

week.
She was one of nearly 

20,000 clean-up, recovery 
and rescue workers who 
worked in and around 
Ground Zero in the year fol-
lowing the terrorist attacks. 
The deadline for them to 
register their service with 
the New York State Work-
er’s Compensation Board is 
Sept. 11, 2014.

The registration is 
part of the board’s “Tell 
Us You Were There” cam-
paign, urging those work-
ers to file a WTC-12 form to 
preserve the right to future 
benefits, should they ever 
need them.

Workers at Ground 
Zero, Fresh Kills Landfill, 
the barges, the piers and 
the morgues, whether they 
were employed or volun-
teered, are eligible.

The form is available 
at wcb.ny.gov/WTC12 and 
anyone with questions can 
call 855-WTC-2014.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Abuse

Continued from Page 1 

Crowley
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lion bid, nobody stepped 
forth with a counter offer.

Neither of the two un-
successful bidders would 
discuss their interest in the 
70-35 113th St. property.

The hospital has sat 
vacant, except for a few 
telecommunications com-
panies renting space on its 
roof, since the state Com-
mission on Healthcare Fa-
cilities shut it in 2008.

Dr. Robert Aquino, the 
hospital’s owner and chief 
executive officer, fought off 
creditors for years. He even-
tually pleaded guilty to fed-
eral bribery charges stem-
ming from his attempts to 
bribe state Assemblyman 
Anthony Seminerio in ex-
change for the Ozone Park 
lawmaker lobbying on be-
half of Parkway.

Seminerio was con-
victed in the bribery case 
and died behind bars.

Parkway cycled 
through bankruptcy and 
foreclosure cases after 
the U.S. Securities and 

Exchange Commission 
brought fraud charges 
against executives at Medi-
cal Capital Holdings, which 
had loaned money to the 
hospital.

The federal court ap-
pointed Thomas Seaman 
to manage Medical Capital 
Holdings’ assets, including 
its stake in Parkway.

Seaman sold $10.5 mil-
lion in mortgages on the 
hospital to Auberge Grand 
Central for $6.5 million in 
2012, according to bank-
ruptcy court records.

The documents show 

Parkway’s debt, including 
mortgage payments, real 
estate taxes, water bills, 
sewer charges and liens, 
approaches $25 million.

Auberge’s previous 
attempts to sell the prop-
erty at foreclosure auctions 
were thwarted by Park-
way’s repeated filings for 
bankruptcy.

Then the previous 
winner of a January fore-
closure auction failed to 
pay its $22 million bid.

Continued from Page 1 

Parkway
tion, U.S. Attorney Preet 
Bharara said in Manhat-
tan.

The jury handed 
down seven obstruction 
of justice counts in Man-
hattan Federal Court 
Monday, Bharara said. He 
was exonerated on three 
counts of mail and wire 
fraud stemming from his 
2010 quest for the 28th City 
Council seat that Coun-
cilman Ruben Wills (D-
Jamaica) was elected to 
represent.

“The fact that Albert 
Baldeo lost his election 
does not excuse his cor-
rupt conduct,” Bharara 
said in a statement. “An 
impartial federal jury has 
found that Baldeo lied and 
instructed others to lie to 
law enforcement agents 
investigating the source 
of his campaign contribu-
tions and threatened and 
intimidated others in or-
der to conceal the truth. 
These practices have no 
place in our politics or our 

justice system.”
Baldeo, 54, turned 

himself into the FBI in 
2012 and resigned from his 
Democratic district leader 
post.

He was charged with 
giving people money or-
ders and cash, which 
would then be contributed 
to his campaign in their 
name. After he was under 
investigation, prosecutors 
contended he instructed 
the so-called straw donors 
not to cooperate with FBI 
agents.

Baldeo could not be 
reached for comment.

His attorney Henry 
Mazurek said his client 
planned to appeal what he 
described as an unusual 
ruling.

“The jury actually 
acquitted him of the crime 
that he was alleged to have 
obstructed the investiga-
tion into,” Mazurek said. 
“The jury felt that when 
Mr. Baldeo did approach 
some of the witnesses, 
he did so improperly. We 
strongly disagree and feel 
that all he did was inform 
people of their constitu-

tional rights in dealing 
with law enforcement.”

A press release from 
a group called People for 
Baldeo, which did not de-
scribe its members and 
listed its address as the 
location of Baldeo’s legal 
practice, called for the con-
victions to be dismissed.

The memo alleged 
that FBI agents threat-
ened immigrant and 
minority donors with de-
portations and the loss of 
jobs and pensions until 
they agreed to testify. The 
group claims many were 
given immunity from fac-
ing criminal charges in 
exchange for agreeing to 
take the stand.

“When they sought 
Mr. Baldeo’s advice, he told 
them of their bedrock con-
stitutional rights they had 
in America ... and that they 
did not have to speak to law 
enforcement. The FBI re-
taliated by bringing charg-
es,” the memo read. “We 
demand that these miscon-
ceived convictions against 
Mr. Baldeo be dismissed, 
and stand with him in his 
quest for justice.”

Continued from Page 1 

Baldeo

Auberge Grand Central LLC secured the Parkway Hospital proper-
ty with a $1 million bid during its foreclosure auction. 
 Photo by Ken Maldonado

www.Timesledger.com
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