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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
signed a bill earlier this 
month temporarily extend-
ing the ban on disposing 
certain hazardous mate-
rials in the ocean to the 
waters of Jamaica Bay, the 

largest wetland habitat in 
the city and home to a sig-
nificant bird sanctuary. 

The legislation prohib-
its the state from authoriz-
ing an agency, a company 
or other party from bury-
ing PCBs and heavy metals 
in ditches previously dug 
in the bay, as has been pro-

posed by the city in recent 
years.

Because it is expensive 
to remediate such contain-
ments or find sanctioned 
disposal methods, the bills’ 
authors and sponsors se-
cured support from the city 
for a trial period because 
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A rusty playground, broken 
mailboxes and blocked drains are 
just a few of the problems resi-
dents of Pomonok Houses said 

they have had to endure as their 
homes have crumbled around 
them.

Conditions at the affordable 
housing complex, once considered 
the crown jewel of the New York 

Housing Authority, have dete-
riorated so severely its residents 
said they felt compelled to act.

“Our residents and frontline 
staff deserve better,” Monica Cor-
bett, president of the Pomonok 

Residents Association, told re-
porters at a tour of the facilities 
last week. “NYCHA needs to stop 
treating the core NYCHA stake-
holders, residents and frontline 
staff as second-class citizens. We 
are what make the fabric of NY-
CHA.”

State Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing) and Corbett led a walk-
through of the complex’s grounds 
with City Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Fresh Meadows) and state 
Assemblyman Michael Simanow-
itz (D-Flushing) to bring attention 
to the conditions and to call upon 
NYCHA to act.

“Nearly every day my office 
gets a call from a Pomonok resi-
dent who is upset and frustrated 
by the deteriorating living con-
ditions and NYCHA’s extremely 
slow responses,” Stavisky said. 
“Enough is enough. The residents 
of Pomonok deserve a complex 
that is clean, well-maintained 
and safe.”

NYCHA has seen its federal 
funding significantly diminish 
over the years, despite the city’s 
ever-growing need for affordable 
housing, meaning it has been 

BY BILL PARRY

Elected officials fanned out 
across the borough this week per-
forming what has become an end-
of-summer ritual as they handed 
out donated backpacks to needy 
children who will head back to 
school in a few weeks.

When City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
received an offer of 200 backpacks 
filled with notebooks and pencils 
from the Queens Center Mall, he 
had them sent over to the children 
living at the Boulevard Family 
Center, the shelter for homeless 
families at the former Pan Ameri-
can Hotel.

“The 800 people that are liv-
ing here are now my constituents 
and I am their councilman and I 
have to take care of them,” Dromm 
said as he distributed the back-to-
school gear to dozens of laughing 
children and their mothers in a 
rear parking lot at the facility, at 
79-00 Queens Blvd.

“I just wanted to be here to-
day because I know of the contro-

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Sikh leaders have made an Ozone Park hit-
and-run part of their rallying cry for anti-hate 
crime policy changes.

But the driver charged in the July 30 inci-
dent claims authorities’ hate crime charges are 

Dromm gives
backpacks to
Pan Am kids

Pomonok asks NYCHA to listen
Offi cials say residents of Flushing complex faced with deteriorating conditions 
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Toxins banned in Jamaica Bay

Gov. Andrew Cuomo signed a bill de-
signed to protect Jamaica Bay.

Sikhs urge anti-hate policy shift 
after man dragged in Ozone Pk.

READY, SET, WIN

Holy Cross player Calvert Springer (r.) performs pushups alongside his fellow players as the team preps for the up-
coming high school football season. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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BY BILL PARRY

A fight for jobs turned 
physical for a community 
leader from Long Island 
City.

Bishop Mitchell Tay-
lor, co-founder of Urban Up-
bound, says he made a mis-
take by going to the Howard 
Johnson-Mayflower Hotel, 
which is opening soon at 
38-61 12th St., to confront 
owner Xiao Zhuang Ge 
over hiring workers from 
Queensbridge Houses.

At a press conference 
last Friday outside the ho-
tel, Taylor said, “I apologize 
for that kind of aggression 
and incident, but I don’t 
apologize for standing up 
for my community and 
standing up for those peo-
ple, those qualified people 
who need jobs.”

Taylor has spent the 
last 30 years connecting lo-
cal talent with businesses 
while Urban Upbound is a 
nonprofit whose mission 
is to expand economic op-
portunities for residents of 
public housing and other 
low-income New Yorkers.

Taylor thought he had 
a verbal agreement with 
the owner for 36 jobs for 
Queensbridge residents 
but had not heard anything 
from the hotel’s manage-
ment since July 23. With 
the opening day imminent, 
he went looking for answers 
Aug. 8.

Footage from the ho-
tel’s security cameras show 
what happened next at the 
building site right next to 
Queensbridge.

Taylor angrily con-
fronted the owner in the 
lobby and when several 
workers intervened, Taylor 
shoved one of them — Qijun 

Zhu — into a window. Po-
lice say the worker had lac-
erations on his left arm and 
a contusion on the back of 
his head, but refused medi-
cal attention.

The altercation spilled 
out into a parking lot in 
front of the hotel, where sev-
eral workers chased Taylor. 

When one of them kicked at 
Taylor, he grabbed a pickax 
and started swinging it.

“He used it like a piece 
of wood, just to defend him-
self,” one source said. “If he 
wanted to injure the work-
ers, he wouldn’t have been 
holding it upside down.”

Both Taylor and Zhu 
filed complaints at the 114th 
Precinct. A representative 
from the Queens district 
attorney’s office said, “We 
are aware of the matter, but 
at this point it is a police 
matter.”

The NYPD said the 
verbal dispute escalated 
when Taylor threatened to 
kill the owner. There have 
been no arrests and the in-
vestigation continues.

In a statement, Taylor 
said, “I’ve been in Queens-
bridge virtually all my life, 
serving our community for 
over 30 years. This is about 
jobs and has been since day 
one. All I asked from the 
hotel is that our neighbors 
be given a fair chance to ap-
ply for the job openings this 
new business brings.

“I offered Urban Up-

bound, a free service, as 
a resource that connects 
qualified workers with 
businesses. This is a stan-
dard process used across 
the city. The primary issue 
at hand is that our com-
munity has a skilled and 
dedicated workforce who 
should not be overlooked in 
the hiring practices of this 
hotel, especially when un-
employment in our area is 
almost 17 percent.”

George Fragoulis, the 
hotel’s operations manager 
saw things differently. 

“This guy just stepped 
on a land mine,” he said. 
“He’s a 20th century ver-
sion of Jimmy Hoffa. This 
type of thing went out in the 
’70s with coercion, threats 
and intimidation. I know 
I’m right, having been 
around law enforcement 
long enough. You don’t use 
thuggery around me.”

Fragoulis was an aide 
to Mayor Rudy Giuliani 
and served as his repre-
sentative in Queens before 
becoming the operations 
commissioner at the city 
Department of Buildings.

BY JUAN SOTO

It is yet another ver-
sion of the biblical David 
vs. Goliath story, and this 
time the battle is in federal 
court.

The Eastern Queens 
Alliance is going to the U.S. 
Court of Appeals Second 
District to request that the 
Port Authority’s plan to ex-
pand one of John F. Kenne-
dy International Airport’s 
runways undergo a full en-
vironmental impact study.

“We are just saying 
that we need to be better 
neighbors,” said Clyde 
Vanel, an attorney who 
represents the federation of 
civic associations from the 
southeast Queens alliance.

The Federal Aviation 

Administration told the 
Port Authority in March 
that it found no significant 
environmental impact from 
the agency’s plan to widen 
and extend the runway 
at JFK. The expansion is 
needed to comply with fed-
erally mandated air safety 
zones at either end of the 
tarmac.

But neighbors dis-
agree.

In response, the East-
ern Queens Alliance filed 
court papers to appeal the 
federal agency’s decision to 
allow for the expansion.

Now, the U.S. Court 
of Appeals Second District 
has to decide if the project, 
which includes widening 
the runway by more than 
150 feet, needs the full en-
vironmental review before 

hardhats hit the ground.
Vanel said that by next 

month he will have filed 
a brief in court arguing 
about the necessity of com-
pleting the environmental 
study before the airport ex-
pansion is constructed. 

“Extending the run-

way means that the airport 
will be 730 feet closer to the 
community,” the attorney 
said. “How is it possible 
that the project has no sig-
nificant environmental im-
pact on the community?”

The new tarmac will 
be constructed toward the 

160-acre Idlewild Park.
The Port Authority 

manages JFK.
“We are hoping the PA 

does the study” Vanel said. 
“How come the FAA and 
the PA didn’t conduct this 
study yet?”

According to the East-
ern Queens Alliance, sever-
al studies have shown that 
if you live within a 6-mile 
radius of an airport “you 
may be at risk of dying pre-
maturely from an environ-
mental carcinogen, such as 
chemicals associated with 
airports.”

Noise and air pollution 
coming from jets landing 
or taking off from the air-
port are common topics of 
conversation among south-
east Queens residents.

In March, Gov. An-

drew Cuomo directed the 
Port Authority to take “a 
multifaceted, comprehen-
sive series of actions in co-
ordination with local com-
munities” to address noise 
at JFK and LaGuardia air-
ports.

Port Authority Direc-
tor Thomas Bosco said at 
the time of Cuomo’s an-
nouncement that the two-
state agency “understands 
it must strive to be a good 
neighbor in the communi-
ties where its airports are 
located, and we will seek 
noise mitigation with the 
FAA where possible.”

Vanel admits the court 
fight is an uphill battle.

“I am just one lawyer 
fighting the FAA,” he said. 
“But it’s a fight worth fight-
ing for the community.”

Bishop Mitchell Taylor apologizes for his hotel altercation. Photo courtesy Urban Upbound

Community leader seen in video in hotel scrap
Ex-Giuliani aide accused Bishop Taylor of thuggery in dispute over jobs for Queensbridge

SE Queens civic challenges JFK expansion plan in court

A plane flies over Idlewild Park.
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

LOBSTER SPECIAL FISH & CHIPS SPECIAL
 GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTER

 GUARANTEED TO AVG. OVER

State test scores move up a notch in Queens 
School Districts 25, 26 ace Common Core exams with highest results for Grades 3 through 8

BY KELSEY DURHAM

New York City school 
students posted some of the 
most significant improve-
ments in the most recent 
round of Common Core 
state testing scores, the 
state Education Depart-
ment reported last week.

The agency released 
2013-14 exam results in 
mathematics and English-
Language Arts for students 
in Grades 3 through 8, 
showing that more city pub-
lic school students scored at 
proficiency levels this year 
compared to last.

The results showed a 
4 percent increase in the 
number of students whose 
math scores reached Level 
3 or 4, which are considered 
proficiency levels, from 30.1 
percent in 2013 to 34.5 per-
cent this year. ELA scores 

citywide also improved 
slightly, with 29.4 percent 
of students scoring at Level 
3 or higher this year com-
pared to 27.4 percent in 
2013.

Among the seven geo-
graphic education districts 
in Queens, District 26 in 
the northeastern part of 
the borough posted the 
highest scores. Some 31per-
cent of students in Grades 
3 through 8 scored Level 3 
on math, while 39 percent 
scored Level 4, the highest 
grade possible. District 26 
covers Bayside, Douglas-
ton, Whitestone, Glen Oaks 
and parts of Auburndale 
and Fresh Meadows.

In ELA, 36 percent 
of students in District 26 
scored at Level 3 proficien-
cy while 21 percent scored 
Level 4.

District 25 — made 

up of schools in Flushing, 
Whitestone, Beechhurst 
and College Point — came 
in a close second with 29.17 
percent of students scoring 

Level 3 on math exams and 
27 percent scoring Level 4. 
ELA results showed that 
28.17 percent of students 
in District 25 scored Level 

3 and 14.17 percent scored 
Level 4.

District 29, which 
represents schools in 
Queens Village, Laurelton 
and Springfield Gardens, 
scored the lowest on both 
exams, with just more than 
12 percent reaching profi-
ciency levels in math and 
3.89 percent scoring profi-
cient in ELA. Slightly more 
than 17.1 percent scored 
Level 3 on math, and only 
8 percent reached Level 4, 
while ELA scores showed 
that 18.17 percent of District 
29 students scored Level 3 
and just 5.17 percent scored 
Level 4. 

Schools in the Glen-
dale, Maspeth and Ridge-
wood areas, represented by 
District 24, had 19.7 percent 
of students score Level 3 or 
4 in math, while 15.15 per-
cent scored proficient in 

ELA. 
Students in District 

27, — covering South Ozone 
Park, Ridgewood, Elmhurst, 
Corona, the Rockaways and 
Howard Beach — posted 
scores showing 28.33 per-
cent reached Level 3 pro-
ficiency in math and 11.83 
percent scored at Level 4. 
About 20 percent of District 
27 students received Level 3 
scores  in ELA and 7.67 per-
cent scored at Level 4. 

The center part of the 
borough, where District 
28 is made up of schools in 
Jamaica, Forest Hills and 
Rego Park, had 20.83 per-
cent of students score at 
Level 3 proficiency in math 
and 18 percent scored Level 
4. In the same district, 22.5 
percent of students scored 
Level 3 in ELA and 10.33 
percent received Level 4 
scores.

Students in Education District 26 in Bayside scored the highest in 
the borough on the latest round of Common Core tests for stu-
dents in Grades 3 to 8. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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Junction Blvd between

Queens Blvd &

Horace Harding Expy

Bus Q72, Q38 & Q88

Subway M & R to 63RD Drive/Rego Park

THE BEST
VALUE SHOPPING

IN QUEENS

regocenter.com

SEARS | COSTCO | KOHL’S | CENTURY 21 | BURLINGTON | TOYS“R”US 

BABIES“R”US | BED BATH & BEYOND | T.J.MAXX | MARSHALLS | ALDI

OLD NAVY | STAPLES | ULTA | DALLAS BBQ | MILLER’S ALE HOUSE 

PIER 1 | MANDEE | PANERA BREAD | PAYLESS SHOESOURCE 

THE VITAMIN SHOPPE | SUBWAY | PEARLE VISION | RED MANGO
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Perhaps it was the art 
room with walls covered in 
whiteboard , the computer 
stations for training new 
drivers or the outdoor play 
area.

Or maybe it was just 
due to its being Mets season 
in Queens.

Several elected offi-
cials and a few dozen other 
supporters clamored to 
speak at the Boys & Girls 
Club of Metro Queens’ open-
ing of a $10 million club-
house, complete with a teen 
center and cafe financed by 
the baseball team.

The All-Star Teen 
Center, on the top floor of 
the 110-04 Atlantic Ave. 
clubhouse, is named after 
the 2013 All-Star Game the 

New York Mets hosted.
The Boys & Girls’ Club 

of Metro Queens Executive 
Director Carol Simon and 
Board of Directors Presi-
dent George Russo stressed 
that the All-Star Teen Cen-
ter would provide youth 
with a welcoming alterna-
tive to mischief and a quiet 
place for studying.

“We wanted our chil-
dren here at night. We 
wanted them to come here 
and not hang out on the cor-
ner,” Russo said.

The center features 
a cafe with images of the 
Mets’ stadium and logo, 
lounge-style seating, a com-
puter lab with driver train-
ing software and a balcony 
overlooking the gym.

It will be open after 
school until 9 p.m., Simon 
said.

The rest of the 
35,000-square-foot facility 
includes an open-air play 
patio, an art room with 
walls covered in a white-
board finish, computer labs 
with graphic design and 
art software, several class-
rooms and administrative 
offices.

Simon said the Boys & 
Girls Club began planning 
the clubhouse about seven 
years ago because its build-
ing dated back decades and 
it sought a physical expan-
sion to trim wait lists.

The club offers after-
school programs and sum-
mer camps centered on field 
trips to museums, parks 
and other destinations.

BY JUAN SOTO

Help is on the way to 
fight chronic diseases in 
downtown Jamaica and St. 
Albans, two areas that are 
hit hard by obesity and dia-
betes.

At least 18 area busi-
nesses are promoting 
healthier food choices on 
their shelves and menus to 
try to mitigate this serious 
problem.

The promoters of the 
initiative want to cross 
these two neighborhoods 
from the “food dessert” list, 
places where buying afford-
able and nutritious food is 
hard if not impossible.

“People like to eat 
healthier,” said Issa Addliy, 
a worker at Jamaica Deli 
and Grill, at 89-31 161st St., 
one of the establishments 
that is taking part in the 
initiative. “And here they 
can.”

According to a 2013 
study by the city Depart-
ment of Health, 23.9 percent 
of adults in Jamaica are 
obese with a body mass in-
dex of 30 or higher.

Named the Jamaica 
Healthy Business Chal-
lenge, the program is or-
ganized by the Sutphin 
Boulevard Business Im-
provement District, Make 
the Road and The Partner-
ship for a Healthier Queens, 
among others.

“Now, anyone can go 
into this store and ask for a 

healthier choice of food and 
beverage,” Simone Price, 
executive director of the 
Sutphin Boulevard BID, 
said in front of the Deli and 
Grill this week.

Organizers only found 
businesses willing to col-
laborate when they ap-
proached them to sign on to 
the activity.

“They are eager to par-
ticipate,” added Price.

As part of the pro-
gram, foodies can walk 
into these delis and restau-
rants and ask for steamed 
or baked options, instead of 
fried; look for whole grains 
choices, like brown rice 
and whole wheat bread; and 
enjoy nuts and dried fruit 

snacks.
Sandra Guzman, of 

Cornell University Cooper-
ative Extension, held a food 
demonstration and made 
confetti bean salsa, an ex-
quisite dish that only has 
200 calories and 2 grams of 
fat per cup.

“We are just trying 
to make small changes 
that will go a long way,” 
said Price. “We are trying 
to provide better options, 
especially for people who 
can’t go outside the commu-
nity when they buy food.”

“We are doing this 
all in the name of prevent-
ing chronic diseases,” said 
Dahlia Goldenberg, health 
coordinator for Make the 

Road, a nonprofit advocacy 
group.

The program includes 
asking stores and restau-
rants to sign on to the chal-
lenge to include more fruits 
and vegetables on their 
menus and reducing the 
roster of sugary drinks.

Some of the eateries 
that are participating in 
the initiative are the Do-
minican restaurant Villa 
Mar, at 89-20 163rd St., and 
 the West Indian eatery 
Genesis, at 162-23 Hillside 
Ave., both in Jamaica, and 
St. Albans’ Teriyaki Deli 
and Grill, at 201-15 Linden 
Blvd. , and ABC Book and 
Health Store, at 115-50 Mer-
rick Blvd.

The new clubhouse lobby 
thanks donors. 

Photo by Sarina Trangle

Promoters of better food choices gather in front of a Jamaica bodega that offers a variety of healthier 
products. Photo by Juan Soto

Jamaica tackles obesity
Bodegas join restaurants, delis in move to add healthier food choices 

Rich Hill clubhouse
offers teens safe space 
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198-29 HORACE HARDING EXP. FRESH MEADOWS
(LOCATED NEAR THE BLUEBAY DINER, NEXT TO WALDBAUM’S)

RED TAG ITEMS EXCLUDED FROM ALL PROMOTIONS.
ONLY VALID WITH ADVERTISEMENT. ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.

SALE SALE

LARGEST SELECTION OF WINE & SPIRITS IN QUEENS

SOBIESKI
VODKA

BLACKSTONE 
MERLOT

SANTA MARGHERITA
PINOT GRIGIO

CONCHA Y TORRO
FRONTERA

ALL TYPES

WOODBRIDGE
ALL TYPES

JOHNNIE WALKER
RED

OYSTER BAY
SAUVIGNON BLANC

APOTHIC 
RED

FOLONARI
ALL TYPES

YELLOW TAIL
ALL TYPES

RUFFINO CHIANTI 
CLASSICO (TAN LABEL)

MIONETTO PROSECCO 
BRUT (GOLD LABEL)

RUFFINO 
PINOT GRIGIO

KENDALL JACKSON
CHARDONNAY

TITIO’S
VODKA

$28.99
1.75 L.

1.75 LTR.

750 ML.

750 ML.

1.5 L.

I.5 L.

1.75 LTR.

750 ML. 750 ML.

1.5 L.

1.5 LTR.

750 ML.

750 ML.

1.5 L.

750 ML.

SVEDKA 
VODKA

1.75 LTR.

$17.99 $16.99

$5.99

$18.99

$6.99

BAREFOOT WINE 
ALL TYPES

1.5 LTR.

$9.99

$9.99

$31.99

STERLING NAPA
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

750 ML.

$17.99

KETEL ONE
VODKA

1.75 L

$39.99

$8.99 $7.99

$8.99

$9.99

$18.99

$10.99

$9.99

$9.99

LABOR DAY SALE

10% OFF
15% OFF
20% OFF

2 Bottles
or More

6 Bottles
or More

12 Bottles
or More

NOW THROUGH SEPTEMBER 21, 2014
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

W
IN

E
 SA

L
E

$10 OFF
Any Liquor Purchase 

of $100 or More
NOW THROUGH SEPTEMBER 21, 2014

EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

CAVIT
PINOT GRIGIO

1.5 LTR.
$10.99

FR A N N Y LE W
WI N E & LI Q U O R

BLUE TAG SALE: 

PURCHASE ANY 2 BLUE TAG ITEMS 

& RECEIVE 

15% OFF
ASSORT 12 BOTTLES &  RECEIVE 

25% OFF

CHARDONNAY SALE:15% OFF OUR SELECTION OF OVER 100 CHARDONNAYS

Please join us for our 
GRAND WINE 

AND LIQUOR TASTING 
Saturday, September 20, 2014 

from 4pm-8pm
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Offi ce Hours:
Monday thru Friday | 8am to 8pm
Extended Hours:
Saturdays — 9am to 2pm

(718) 907-4301
Call to speak with a member of 
our staff for more information or 
an appointment

Our new State of the Art Facilities include:
Child Friendly Staff & Waiting Areas 

Offering Pediatric Sub-Specialties:

Caring for the Children of Brooklyn & Queens
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AND SO WILL 
YOUR POCKETS 

OUR COMMUNITY TIES RUN DEEP…
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

An ongoing community fight 
to reduce airplane noise through-
out the metropolitan area was 
fueled by heated tempers Tues-
day night at the second aviation 
roundtable held near LaGuardia 
Airport in East Elmhurst.

Residents and elected repre-
sentatives from Queens and Long 
Island met with officials from 
the Port Authority and the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration at 
the LaGuardia Marriott Hotel, at 
102-05 Ditmars Blvd., to continue 
discussing the issue of increased 
plane noise that residents say is 
burdening their lives and lower-
ing their property values.

After the last set of meetings 
in June, members of the group 
Queens Quiet Skies were left un-
happy with the way the governor-
mandated roundtable meetings 
were being run, a sentiment that 
carried over into this week’s 
gathering.

Janet McEneaney, president 
of QQS, said her group is still 
fighting to be given a vote on 
whether to hold three roundta-
bles, one for each of the metropoli-

tan area’s major airports, or join 
them into one gathering, which 
she and some other advocates are 
in favor of.

But despite the pressure from 
the community to take a vote on 
whether to join the meetings to-
gether, the Port Authority con-
tinued Tuesday to tell residents 
that the roundtables will remain 
separate.

But McEneaney said the Port 
Authority does not have the pow-
er to make that decision alone.

“If we have a vote, I will live 
with whatever the result is, but I 
object to the idea of the Port Au-
thority making this decision uni-
laterally,” she said. “They have 
no right to do that.”

Advocates say their main 
concern with the roundtables so 
far is that the Port Authority has 
taken over the discussions and is 
not allowing the meetings to be 
run the way other cities across 
the country facilitate theirs. Resi-
dents also voiced objections after 
the Port Authority said it would 
not allow them to have input on 
who the agency hires to run its 
noise office and to conduct the 
Part 150 noise study Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo ordered last year in the 
same legislation that mandated 
the roundtables.

“This is almost just another 
town hall meeting, not a round-
table,” said Warren Schreiber, 
president of the Bay Terrace Com-
munity Alliance and a member 
of Community Board 7. “That’s 
not what it should be, It’s time 
for some organization and struc-
ture because without that, this is 
doomed for failure.”

One item on Tuesday’s agen-

da was to begin constructing a 
set of bylaws for the LaGuardia 
roundtables, but the meeting ad-
journed before that discussion 
took place because community 
advocates refused to move for-
ward out of fear that creating 
those bylaws would mean they 
have accepted the split into three 
roundtables without being given 
a vote.

McEneaney told the Port Au-
thority she was “sick and tired” 
of having to ask the agency’s per-

mission to take a vote, which she 
said she should not have to do, 
but the Port Authority refused to 
budge.

“The Port Authority is go-
ing to do three roundtables and I 
highly suggest we move forward 
and actually talk,” said Ian Van 
Praagh, business negotiations 
manager for the Port Authority. 
“We can continue to bicker or we 
can move forward.”

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) argued in support of 
his constituents, saying having 
three roundtables could be prob-
lematic if the bylaws of each or 
the decisions they make conflict 
with each other. He said without 
having everyone involved in the 
issue gathered in one room to-
gether, the roundtables were go-
ing nowhere.

“We did not fight to get to this 
point to have a watered-down ver-
sion of the roundtables or of the 
Part 150,” Avella said. “We want 
to have input. Let’s get it right 
the first time, because anything 
less than that and you’ll have the 
biggest fight on your hands that 
you’ve ever had.”

Ed Knoesel (c.), of the Port Authority, speaks at Tuesday’s roundtable meeting 
near LaGuardia Airport. Photo by Kelsey Durham

Aviation roundtable sparks anger in Queens
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the state usually confers 
with the city on such pro-
posals. The compromise 
was a law that will expire 
after three years.

Still, Dan Mundy Jr., 
a Broad Channel resident 
and member of the Jamaica 
Bay Ecowatchers, which 
helped draft the bill, called 
it a victory.

“The federal stan-
dards are pretty strong, 
common-sense ones. PCBs, 
heavy metals, these are 
clearly known to be harm-
ful,” Mundy said of the 
federal protocols dictating 
what can and cannot be de-
posited in the ocean. “You 
can’t put this in the ocean 
because it becomes part of 
the food chain.”

Jamaica Bay’s ex-
pansive wetlands provide 
habitat for more than 325 
species of birds, offer a safe 
breeding space and serve 
as a crucial refueling area 
for migrating birds, accord-
ing to the city Audubon So-
ciety.

Jamaica Bay Ecow-
atchers, a group of envi-
ronmentalists seeking to 
preserve the bay, began 
fighting various govern-
ment agencies’ plans to 
pack sand containing tox-
ins into burrows and cover 
it with clean soil.

Mundy said the bur-
rows  remained from U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers 

projects to dredge path-
ways for larger ships and 
build up various regions 
for development, such as 
the construction of John 
F. Kennedy International 
Airport.

He said the city Eco-
nomic Development Corp. 
began discussing digging 
up portions of the bay in the 
1990s to ensure ports could 
accommodate new ships 
and remain competitive.

Federal provisions pre-
vented dug-up soil from be-
ing deposited in the ocean 
if it contained a certain 
level of toxins, so the EDC 
explored pouring it into Ja-
maica Bay’s burrows and 
sealing it off with fresh 
sand, according to Mundy.

Community outrage 
prevented sludge  from fly-
ing into the ditches, but 
fears remained.

“Anytime you have a 
loophole, particularly one 
that may save a party mil-
lions, you can’t let your 
guard down,” he said. “As 
soon as you let your guard 
down, they get approved 
overnight.”

State Assemblyman 
Phil Goldfeder (D-Rock-
away Beach) and state Sen. 
Joseph Addabbo Jr. (D-How-
ard Beach), who introduced 
the bill in their respective 
chambers, said they planed 
to work with the Ecowatch-
ers on extending the protec-
tion beyond three years.

versy here and I wanted to 
lead by example,” Dromm 
said. “The people that live 
in this building are the 
victims of homelessness 
and should not be re-vic-
timized by divisiveness in 
the neighborhood.”

Dromm was a featured 
speaker at an anti-shelter 
rally a week after the city 
Department of Homeless 
Services began moving 
families into the facility 
June 6 without notifying 
the public. He spoke again 
at a town hall meeting 
June 30 but disassociated 
himself with the civic as-
sociations behind the ral-
lies because of what he 
called “racial overtones.”

Outside that meeting 
at the Elks Lodge, at 82-20 
Queens Blvd., the mostly 

Asian protesters traded 
insults with a group of the 
homeless residents, who 
are mostly black and His-
panic.

“I’m just not going to 
be a part of a vitriolic dem-
onstration against any-
body, I won’t tolerate it and 
I’ve been fighting against 
it my entire life,” Dromm 
said.

The situation grew 
so ugly that when a third 
rally was scheduled for 
the evening of July 22, the 
DHS hired school buses 
to take the children away 
from the facility for a night 
at the movies rather than 
hear the crowd.

 “Imagine trying to ex-
plain what was happening 
to an 8-year-old child,” res-
ident Shakema Brown said 
after collecting backpacks 
for her kids.

The 28-year-old 
mother of three, includ-

ing a 3-month-old, moved 
in with some family after 
her house in Pennsylvania 
burned down.

“We moved into the 
Farragut Houses in Brook-
lyn, but soon after they 
[her family] got evicted 
and we ended up here at 
the Pan Am,” she said.

Brown added that 
she and her children were 
among the first to move 
into the facility June 6.

“It’s come a long way 
since then, there was noth-
ing here at the beginning, 
but the people from Sa-
maritan Village have done 
a really good job making it 
more livable for everyone,” 
she said. “Even the meals 
are better. When you have 
people trying to help you, 
it’s a lot less frustrating.”

Sheila Jones nodded 
in agreement.

“I’m a grandmoth-
er caught in a situation 

who’s trying to get back 
on my feet. We all have a 
story about why we’re dis-
placed,” she said.

Jones moved back to 
Queens, where she was 
born and raised, after los-
ing her home in Georgia. 
She said she was surprised 
when she heard the tone of 
the protesters.

“Let’s all go to City 
Hall, but don’t do this in 
front of a shelter,” Jones 
said. “I’ll go with you if you 
want to talk to the mayor 
or the governor, we’ll go 
talk to them with you. Isn’t 
the Statue of Liberty still 
out there in the Hudson 
River? I mean, this is New 
York, right?”

After Dromm fin-
ished handing out the 
backpacks, he had a mes-
sage for the protesters as 
well as one or more politi-
cal types who have grand-
standed on the issue.

Continued from Page 1 

Dromm
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Bay

forced to do more with less. 
The authority recorded a 
$77 million budget deficit 
this year and has $18 bil-
lion worth of unfunded 
capital needs, according to 
NYCHA.

“NYCHA is looking 
into the complaints and 
taking them seriously. Staff 
on site ... is working hard 
to provide quality upkeep 
given resource constraints 
and the age and needs of 
the development,” NYCHA 
said in a statement.

Corbett said NYCHA 
has failed to fix the prob-
lems which litter the hous-
ing complex because of a 
lack of staff. NYCHA has 

severely cut down the staff 
who are responsible for 
maintaining the complex 
over the years, leaving 
too much work for too few 
people.

She said only 12 care-
takers out of 45 remain, 
but NYCHA said there are 
currently 25 workers who 
take care of the Pomonok 
grounds.

“Staff reductions at 
Pomonok are yet another 
example of residents bear-
ing the brunt of NYCHA’s 
failing management,” 
Lancman said. “Instead 
of forcing tenants and the 
surrounding community 
to suffer from the unseem-
ly conditions of unkempt 
grounds, NYCHA needs to 
step up and maintain its fa-
cilities.”

Continued from Page 1 

Pomonok
completely misguided.

Prosecutors contend 
Joseph Caleca, a 55-year-
old white man from Set-
auket, L.I., called Sandeep 
Singh, 29, “Osama” from 
the driver’s seat of a pick-
up truck just after mid-
night July 30. He then al-
legedly struck Singh near 
the corner of 101st Avenue 
and 99th Street, dragged 
his body several feet and 
drove off, prosecutors 
said.

Caleca was arraigned 
in Queens Criminal Court 
Tuesday on charges of at-
tempted murder as a hate 
crime, assault as a hate 
crime and leaving the 
scene without reporting 
an accident, according to 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown.

He allegedly admitted 
to authorities that he ran 
over the Sikh father, but 
denied Singh’s background 
played a role.

“I didn’t run him over 
because it was racially 
motivated,” Caleca alleg-
edly told police, according 
to the criminal complaint. 
“Is the guy OK? The last I 
saw, he was conscious.”

Caleca’s attorney, 
Murray Richman, said his 

client is innocent and the 
hate crime charges came 
amid a highly charged at-
mosphere.

“It was not a hate 
crime,” Richman said. 
“The portion of the tape 
that supposedly shows 
the circumstances under 
which the incident oc-
curred cuts off.”

Prosecutors and the 
Police Department cor-
roborated the Sikh com-
munity’s description of the 
driver getting frustrated 
by Singh and his friends 
having a parked car door 
open and blocking his 
path.

After calling Singh 
“Osama,” Caleca then 
told him “Go back to your 
country,” according to 
witnesses accounts in the 
criminal complaint.

After engaging in 
a verbal argument with 
the men, Caleca alleg-
edly drove into Singh and 
pulled his body across the 
pavement for several feet.

Singh, of Long Island, 
has spent weeks recover-
ing in the hospital after 
undergoing stomach sur-
gery due to internal bleed-
ing and preparing for skin 
grafts on his back, accord-
ing to his family.

But Caleca’s attorney 
said he was mobbed by a 
group of five young men 
who appeared to be intoxi-
cated and attacked him 
and two cars behind him.

“My client’s car is 
blocked,” Richman said. 
“My client is not guilty.” 

Singh’s experience 
spurred Sikhs into asking 
the FBI to get involved and 
saying the 102nd Precinct 
did not appear to be aggres-
sively investigating the 
incident. Singh’s brother 
reportedly left the hospital 
after the incident to collect 
surveillance from bodegas 
for the NYPD. 

Continued from Page 1 

Sikh

Sandeep Singh talks about his recovery via video from his hospital bed. Photo by Sarina Trangle
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