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BY BILL PARRY

A Queens bicyclist and 
her 5-month-old Pomera-
nian puppy were rescued 
in dramatic fashion by the 
FDNY’s Corona Tigers last 
Thursday after they were 
struck by a city Parks De-

partment sanitation truck 
in Corona.

Stefanie Campos was 
riding a bike, with her pup-
py Charlie in her backpack, 
when they were struck by 
the garbage truck just after 
5 p.m. at 104th Street and 
43rd Avenue, officials say.

That is when firefight-

ers from Engine 289 and 
Ladder 138, who were head-
ing to a water main break, 
came upon the scene find-
ing the woman and her dog 
lying in the street. EMS 
members arrived and took 
the woman to Elmhurst 
Hospital Center with mi-
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BY BILL PARRY

The City Council has moved 
to end the culture of brutality that 
exists at Rikers Island as well as 
other New York City jails.

By a unanimous 47-0 vote, 
the Council passed legislation 
that would require correction 
officials to release quarterly re-
ports documenting information 
about inmates being held in soli-
tary confinement.

“Brutality at Rikers Island 
has been well-documented,” the 
bill’s sponsor, Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson Heights), 
said. “This sends a message that 
we will not tolerate the violation 
of anyone’s constitutional rights, 
be they incarcerated or not.”

Dromm spent 2 1/2 years 

fighting for the quarterly reports 
that will detail the number of 
people who have been placed in 
solitary, the reason for their con-
finement, the length of their stay 
and their mental health status.

“I don’t think that I want to 
eliminate it altogether. I want to 
reform it and limit its use. The in-
formation will shed some light on 
the abuses,” Dromm said.

The move comes on the heels 
of a U.S. Justice Department, se-
cret three-year investigation that 
exposed brutality, violence and 
excessive use of solitary confine-
ment, especially against teenag-
ers and the mentally ill, at Rikers 
Island, the nation’s second largest 
jail.

The investigation’s findings 

 

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Dozens gathered in Bayside 
Monday to honor one of the com-
munity’s most beloved members 
by permanently embedding his 
name in the neighborhood for all 
to remember.

A street sign at the corner of 
Bell Boulevard and 43rd Avenue 
now bears the name of Benjamin 
Fried, a late community advocate 
who began making his mark in 
Bayside more than 80 years ago 
at a location just across the street 
from the intersection now named 
in honor of him.

Fried, who died in March 
2013 at 98, opened Benn’s Hard-
ware, at 42-29 Bell Blvd., in 1933, 
beginning his 67-year relation-
ship with the neighborhood he 
called home.

“My father’s opportunities 
and experiences were to help the 
community of Bayside,” said Jack 
Fried, Ben’s son. “He was always 
involved in the community.”

Standing on the corner of the 
street, Jack Fried spoke of his fa-
ther the way many others remem-
ber him: the “mayor of Bayside” 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Although jail detainees are kept behind bars, 
City Councilman Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) says 
their votes should not be.

Wills introduced a bill at last week’s Council 
meeting outlining a process for the city Depart-

Councilman sponsors measure
to protect jailed voters’ ballots

Bayside honors
late Ben Fried
on street sign

Council passes
bill to monitor 
Rikers solitary
Dromm wants jails to issue reports
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FDNY rescues lady and pup

A veterinarian at Blue Pearl Veterinary 
Partners looks after Charlie, the 5-month 
old Pomeranian puppy. 
 Photo courtesy Blue Pearl

REELING THEM IN

Greg Krakovsky with his children, James, 6, and Gregory, 8, at their first 
Snapper Derby at the Bayside Marina. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

They are incensed by 
the reception at the 113th 
Precinct, disturbed by 
the unemployment among 
young black men and con-
cerned about health dis-
parities.

But United Black Men 
of Queens County Inc. 
sought to tackle these is-
sues with petitions for lon-
ger school days in south-
east Queens.

At a Saturday town hall 
meeting on the state of the 
black males, the nonprofit 
theorized that improving 
education would be a wise 
step toward strengthening 
black boys’ prospects and, 
consequently, the future 
of families in southeast 
Queens.

“We call on the mayor 
of the city of New York to 
make every school in south-
east Queens an extended 
learning time school. As 
the city has it now, there’s 
a competition for this,” 

said political lobbyist Pat-
rick Jenkins, while noting 
wealthy districts have been 
able to hire grant writers 
for such applications. “We 
should not have to compete. 
This is where the need is.”

Extended learning 
time is a national model 
that seeks to have public 
school during the hours 

working parents cannot su-
pervise them while incor-
porating arts and athletics 
into the additional academ-
ic hours.

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
office did not respond to a 
request for comment on the 
petitions, which urge his 
administration to have the 
city Department of Educa-

tion open schools in south-
east Queens from 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m.

Close to 60 filed into 
The Harvest Room in down-
town Jamaica to discuss the 
state of the black male after 
listening to clinical social 
worker Rodney Pride talk 
about black families,  Jen-
kins lecture on education 

and glaucoma specialist 
Dr. Daniel Laroche discuss 
health.

Jenkins ticked off 
statistics illustrating test 
score and graduation rate 
disparities between black 
male students and their 
counterparts and noted that 
black youth are 2 1/2 times 
more likely to be suspended 
than white students.

“We are sending our 
children to a school system 
and culture that has not 
changed in over 100 years,” 
Jenkins said.

Laroche emphasized 
that education leads to 
higher incomes, better 
health insurance coverage 
and longer lives.

And Rodney Pride, 
a clinical social worker 
who assists foster children 
and spearheads a mentor-
ing initiative, honed in on 
ways to strengthen black 
families. He encouraged 
attendees not to forget that 
there are pockets of poverty 
dispersed among the many 

affluent neighborhoods 
in southeast Queens and 
urged professionals to take 
on local interns and staff.

“Three out of four boys 
that you may see hanging 
on the corner, who want to 
work in many instances, 
can’t work,” Pride said of 
men in public housing de-
velopments.

He suggested this 
sometimes leads them on 
the wrong path, saying, 
“To put food on the table, 
they got no other recourse 
than to look to take from 
the haves.”

Once the United Black 
Men opened up the forum 
for comments and ques-
tions, concerns with the 
criminal justice system 
percolated. Multiple speak-
ers called for electing a 
black district attorney, 
criticized the local police 
precincts and referred to 
the march in Staten Island 
paying tribute to the father 
of six killed by an officer’s 
choke hold.

BY BILL PARRY

The architect behind 
the planned BID expansion 
from Jackson Heights into 
Corona suddenly stepped 
down this week.

Seth Taylor, executive 
director of the 82nd Street 
Partnership, resigned to 
take over the NoHo Busi-
ness Improvement District 
in Manhattan just as the 
proposed Jackson Heights-
Corona BID was put to a 
vote.

“I felt professionally 
that I accomplished what I 
set out to do,” Taylor said. 
“I’ve been here just under 
three years and we’ve ac-
complished many of our 
goals rebuilding the part-
nership into an award-win-
ning operation while we 
laid the groundwork for the 
expansion.”

Taylor brought his 
extensive experience to 
Jackson Heights in 2012 
after stints at the Down-

town Brooklyn and Union 
Square partnerships, when 
the previous USP director 
was removed by the city 

Department of Small Busi-
ness Services.

He said, “82nd Street is 
now bustling with activity 

and business, we replaced 
storefronts, improved ser-
vices for local business and 
property owners, improved 
sanitation and removed the 
graffiti. We increased the 
annual budget 67 percent 
over the last 2 1/2 years, 
from $224,000 to $375,000, 
all through fund-raising 
at no additional expense to 
our stakeholders.”

His resignation comes 
less than a month after the 
majority of speakers at two 
public meetings denounced 
the planned expansion of 
the BID into a large por-
tion of Corona’s Roosevelt 
Avenue corridor. The im-
migrant advocacy group 
Make the Road New York 
withdrew its support, even 
though its lead organizer, 
Daniel Coates, sits on the 
16-member steering com-
mittee for the BID.

Taylor’s opponents, 
especially the organizers 
at Queens Neighborhoods 
United, called the resigna-
tion a victory.

“He’s always looked 
down on the immigrant 
community of Queens,” 
Christian Guiñanzaca said. 
“This just goes to show that 
you don’t mess with the 
people and come back un-
scratched.”

The editor of one Span-
ish-language newspaper 
had .

called for Taylor’s res-
ignation after he clashed 
with a columnist who hap-
pened to be a former profes-
sor of his at the Pratt Insti-
tute.

A lead organizer at 
Queens Neighborhoods 
United declared that Taylor 
was forced out.

Seth Taylor resigns post at Jax Hts bid
Executive director leaves before his controversial plan for Corona extension comes to vote

SE Queens black men want longer school day

Donald Vernon, president of United Black Men of Queens Inc., opens a town hall. 
Photo by Sarina Trangle

Executive Director Seth Taylor is stepping down at the 82nd Street Partnership.
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BY BILL PARRY

Just days after 23 peo-
ple were shot across the 
city in one weekend, two of 
them fatally, City Council-
man Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria) took to the steps 
of City Hall to introduce 
legislation that would allow 
public access to the city’s 
gun offender registry.

Individuals would be 
able to sign up for free auto-
matic e-mail notifications 
when an offender moves 
into a geographic their 
neighborhood. 

“This online gun of-
fender registry bill will 
promote public safety,” 
Constantinides said. “Gun 
violence is a public policy 
challenge which requires a 
multitude of solutions. Pro-
tecting the public’s right 
to know their neighbor is 
an essential building block 
to fostering stronger com-
munity relations. The Gun 
Offender Registry bill will 
better equip our city in the 
effort to combat and eradi-
cate gun violence.”

The NYPD said that as 
of June 22, 576 people have 
been shot so far this year, 
an increase of 11.8 percent 
over the same time period 
last year. Saturday night a 
24-year-old woman was shot 
in the ankle in Ridgewood 
and early Sunday morning, 
a man was shot in Jamaica. 
Another man was shot less 
than an hour-and-a-half lat-
er  in Long Island City. 

The bill was originally 
introduced last year by the 
previous Astoria council-
man, Peter Vallone Jr., but 
it stalled in session with 
little support.

“We took that bill and 
tweaked it, making a pro-
vision that if you’ve been 
a good actor for four years, 
with no further arrests or 
other issues, your name 
will be removed from the 
registry. It’s a common-
sense change,” Constan-
tinides said.

The legislation has 
several co-sponsors, includ-

ing Vallone’s brother Paul 
who, like Constantinides, 
is a first-year councilman, 
representing Bayside.

“Spreading awareness 
and information is a great 
step towards tackling the 
issue of gun violence in the 
neighborhoods,” he said.

The NYPD has had 
its gun offender database 
since 2006, but its informa-
tion is available only to law 
enforcement personnel.

“This is something 
that already exists and we 
want to make it available to 
the community to enhance 
public safety and give law 
enforcement additional 
eyes on the street,” Con-
stantinides said. “People 
in our community should 
have the right to know if a 
person who committed a vi-
olent crime with a gun has 
moved in next door.”

The councilman added 
that he is not expecting 
pushback from the Nation-
al Rifle Association on the 
legislation.

“The NRA has consis-
tently said they are worried 
about law-abiding citizens 
with legal guns,” he said. 
“We’re addressing crimes 
committed with illegal 
guns, so if they do push-
back on that basis it’s not 
very sound.”

The registry will 
be updated monthly and 
will include the offender’s 
name, the block on which 
they live, a physical de-
scription, the crime the of-
fender was convicted of and 
the sentence imposed.

“One thing the data-
base won’t have is the actu-
al street address,” Constan-
tinides said. “We wouldn’t 
want to open the door to 
harassment,” 

The bill has the sup-
port of New Yorkers Against 
Gun Violence whose direc-
tor, Leah Barrett, said, “Be-
cause we lack strong fed-
eral gun laws, New Yorkers 
suffer from illegal guns 
that flow into our com-
munities from states with 
lax gun laws. As a result, 
our citizens are killed and 
maimed and public safety 
is compromised. Keeping 
the spotlight on these indi-
viduals after they return 
to the community may help 
reduce the chances they 
will re-offend, and it raises 
public awareness about the 
problem of illegal guns.”

Constantinides hopes 
that the bill will get a hear-
ing in the coming weeks.

“We’re working very 
hard towards that,” he 
said.

City Councilman Costa Constantinides (c.) introduces gun registry 
legislation at City Hall. 

Photo courtesy Constantinides

Gun offender registry
should be public: Costa
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Junction Blvd between

Queens Blvd &

Horace Harding Expy

Bus Q72, Q38 & Q88

Subway M & R to 63RD Drive/Rego Park

THE BEST
VALUE SHOPPING

IN QUEENS

regocenter.com

SEARS | COSTCO | KOHL’S | CENTURY 21 | BURLINGTON | TOYS“R”US 

BABIES“R”US | BED BATH & BEYOND | T.J.MAXX | MARSHALLS | ALDI

OLD NAVY | STAPLES | ULTA | DALLAS BBQ | MILLER’S ALE HOUSE 

PIER 1 | MANDEE | PANERA BREAD | PAYLESS SHOESOURCE 

THE VITAMIN SHOPPE | SUBWAY | PEARLE VISION | RED MANGO
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A Murray Hill bridge, 
closed for years to be re-
built only to be deemed un-
safe and remain shuttered, 
will soon be reconstructed 
a second time, officials an-
nounced last week.

The city Department of 
Transportation said a new 
design for the 149th Street 
Bridge is in the final plan-
ning stages and the new 
design for the structure is 
expected to be completed 
by the end of 2015.

DOT officials shared 
the project’s progress with 
state Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing), City 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) and state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Flushing) 
last week at a site visit.

“I want to thank [DOT] 
Commissioner [Dalila] 
Hall and her staff for visit-
ing the 149th Street Bridge 
and making its successful 
completion a top priority,” 
Stavisky said. “The busi-
ness owners and residents 

here have been kept in the 
dark about the status of the 
bridge for too long and I’m 
glad that this new adminis-
tration understands the im-
portance of transparency 
and communication. I am 
pleased that the rebuilding 
process is on schedule and 
look forward to celebrating 
the opening of this bridge 
at the end of next year.”

Once the plans for the 
bridge are finalized, DOT 
will start the procurement 
process to find a contractor 
to build the bridge. A DOT 
spokesman said construc-
tion is expected to start in 
2015 once a contractor is 
selected.

The bridge, which con-
nects Roosevelt and 41st 
avenues over Long Island 
Rail Road tracks, has been 
closed to vehicular traf-
fic since 2010. The bridge’s 
original reconstruction 
was completed in May 2011, 
but it was never reopened 
as it was deemed unsafe 
because of cracks the city 
discovered.

BY KELSEY DURHAM

In an effort to combat 
what many middle-class 
families say is a becoming 
a growing financial bur-
den, two Queens lawmak-
ers have written legislation 
that would reduce the cost 
of applying for college.

U.S. Rep. Steve Israel 
(D-Melville) and state As-
semblywoman Nily Rozic 
(D-Flushing) announced in 
Douglaston Tuesday their 
collaboration on a bill that 
would provide families 
with a $500 tax credit per 
year for each child applying 
to higher education institu-
tions. The credit is aimed 
at helping balance the cost 
of college preparation that 
can include admissions 
tests, applications and col-
lege visits.

Israel introduced the 
bill in early 2013 on the 
federal level, but with the 
legislation having trouble 
moving in Congress, Ro-
zic wrote a word-for-word 
version of the bill that she 
plans to introduce into the 
Assembly during the next 
session.

“There’s a lot of talk 
in our country about stu-
dent loan debt and the high 
cost of going to college, but 
there’s not enough talk 
about just preparing to 
go to college,” Israel said. 
“This will accompany my 
federal legislation to pro-
vide tax credits.”

Israel said many fami-
lies can face costs upward 
of $2,500 just from apply-
ing to one college, includ-
ing ACT and SAT tests, AP 
courses in high school and 
the cost of visiting schools 
and paying for gas and ho-
tel rooms to do so.

He and Rozic said the 
tax credits take some of the 
burden off students of any 
age applying to colleges and 
give them more opportuni-
ties to reach out, especially 
to private universities.

“College affordability 
is an issue working- and 

middle-class families con-
tinue to struggle with ev-
ery year,” Rozic said. “The 
application process has 
become a financial burden 
and this will not only pro-
vide financial relief, but 
will open up and give kids 
more options to apply for 

more schools.”
Grace Yoon, execu-

tive director of the Korean 
American Family Service 
Center, said she and her or-
ganization strongly support 
the legislation put forth by 
Israel and Rozic and said 
it would make a difference 
in helping students further 
their education.

“We strongly believe in 
the values of higher educa-
tion, but we face challeng-
es,” Yoon said. “I sincerely 
support this bill and I think 
it just makes sense.”

The 149th Street Bridge remains closed. Photo by Alex Robinson

U.S. Rep. Steve Isreal (c.) and state Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (r.) announce bills proposed to ease 
the financial burden of applying to college. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Murray Hill bridge
to be rebuilt again

Pols tout college savings bill
Rozic replicates Israel’s House bill to get $500 tax credit per child

Families can face 
costs upward of 

$2,500 to apply to 
one college.
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7Candidates explain platforms
at Bay Terrace debate forum
BY ALEX ROBINSON

A big name was miss-
ing from the roster of can-
didates at a forum in Bay 
Terrace Tuesday night.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
who has refused to debate 
his challengers in his re-
election campaign, did not 
attend the event hosted by 
the Bay Terrace Commu-
nity Alliance, but two of 
his Democratic primary 
opponents did.

“I think New York is 
a first-rate state that has 
third-rate politics.” Demo-
cratic candidate Zephyr 
Teachout told a room of 
residents at the Bay Ter-
race Garden Jewish Center. 
“There’s an old boys club in 
Albany and I want to go in 
there and rip it out.”

Teachout said 
some of her priories 
were banning hy-
draulic fracking in 
New York state and 
investing more in 
public transportation.

She ripped into Cuomo 
for closing the Moreland 
Commission before it had 
finished its work investi-
gating corruption in the 
state Legislature.

“He’s broken so many 
promises about corruption 
in Albany,” she said.

“Not only did he fail 
to pass the reforms, but he 
created an anti-corruption 
commission which he then 
shut down when it got too 
close to his own friends,” 
she added.

Cuomo’s Republican 
challenger, Rob Astorino 
did not attend the forum, 
but his running mate for 
lieutenant governor, Chris 
Moss, dropped by to stress 
their message of cutting 
taxes and creating jobs.

When asked by mod-
erators if he supported a 
provision in the state bud-
get that offered additional 
protections to school co-
locations, Moss said he 
was “not familiar with the 
specific legislation,” but 
that he supported charter 
schools.

State Sen. Tony Avella 

(D-Bayside) and his pri-
mary opponent, former city 
Comptroller John Liu, at-
tended the forum.

When asked about his 
membership in the Indepen-
dent Democratic Confer-
ence, Avella said he joined 
the break-away group to get 

things done for 
his district..

“ U n f o r -
tunately, as a 
member of the 
Democratic con-

ference, you couldn’t get 
anything done,” Avella 
said. “And you didn’t elect 
me to sit there and twiddle 
my thumbs in the last year 
in the Senate. You elected 
me to get things done for 
the district and the entire 
state.” 

The IDC controlled the 
Senate with Republicans 
for the last few years until a 
recent deal was reached to 
form a new power-sharing 
agreement with mainline 
Democrats.

Moderators asked 
Liu about the campaign 
finance investigation into 
his 2013 mayoral bid, as 
well as more than $500,000 
in unpaid fines for illegal 
posters his 2009 campaign 
for comptroller allegedly 
put up.

Liu said he is fight-
ing the fines in court, as 
they were unfair and that 
the probe into his mayoral 
campaign was politically 
motivated and did not re-
sult in even an accusation 
against him.

“I am now standing 
before you as the most thor-
oughly investigated candi-

date in New York City,” Liu 
said.

Attendees got some 
comic relief when Randy 
Credico, a comedian and 
Democratic candidate for 
governor, took the podium 
to deliver his political im-
pressions.

“I’ll be honest with 
you. Every month or two, I 
smoke a joint,” he said. “I’m 
the only politician who will 
admit to inhaling and I will 
inhale in the future.”

U.S. Rep. Steve Israel 
(D-Melville) and his Repub-
lican opponent Grant Lally 
also made pitches as to why 
they should serve Congres-
sional District 3.

Israel touted legisla-
tion he has been trying to 
pass which would create 
pay equity between men 
and women.

“My opponents in Con-
gress have said Congress 
should not get involved in 
that issue. It’s a workplace 
issue,” he said. “But the 
same people support the Su-
preme Court decision that 
says the Supreme Court 
can get involved in a wom-
an’s decision on contracep-
tion in a work place. We can 
do better than that.”

Lally, who is also run-
ning on the Conservative 
and Libertarian party lines, 
blasted the incumbent for 
having sponsored only two 
bills that have become law 
in his seven terms.

“Whether you like that 
legislative record or not, 
he’s had 14 years to do it and 
I think that’s long enough,” 
he said. 

Democratic gubernatorial candidate Zephyr Teachout addresses a 
candidate forum at the Bay Terrace Jewish Center. 
 Photo courtesy Robert LoScalzo

INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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BY BILL PARRY

Bicycles ruled the 
streets of Sunnyside Sat-
urday afternoon as the 
neighborhood was desig-
nated a “Bike Friendly 
Business District,” the first 
in Queens.

Transportation Alter-
natives, the safe streets ad-
vocacy group, was behind 
the event that recognized 
more than 70 Sunnyside 
business owners as “Bike 
Friendly.”

“It was a huge success 
with 50 cyclists and anoth-
er 20 on foot,” T.A. Queens 
Organizer Celia Castellan 
said. “We took them on a 
tour of the neighborhood 
with stops at six of the 70 
Bike Friendly businesses. 
It’s a phenomenal business 
district where so many 
residents are friends with 
the mom-and-pop shops, it 
really makes it one of the 
friendliest neighborhoods 

on Queens Boulevard.”
Sunnyside landed the 

designation because of the 
number of entrepreneurs 
who know that a network 
of bike lanes and bike park-
ing creates more vibrant 
streets, boosting the lo-
cal economy. Many of the 
stores and restaurants 
offer discounts to 12,000 
Transportation Alterna-
tives members.

The event, co-spon-
sored by the Sunnyside 
Shines Business Improve-
ment District, began with 
a gathering at Bliss Plaza, a 
newly created public space 
under the No. 7 station at 
46th Street and Queens 
Boulevard.

City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside), who lives in 
the historic Gardens dis-
trict, said, “The launch of 
Sunnyside’s very own Bike 
Friendly Business District 
is an opportunity for our 

neighborhood to showcase 
its diversity as well as its 
eclectic mix of shops, res-
taurants and cafes. As rid-
ership climbs in our city 
and the cycling infrastruc-
ture grows here in western 
Queens, Sunnyside hopes 
to capitalize by highlight-

ing all we have to offer. I 
encourage you to cycle into 
Sunnyside and take advan-
tage of all the deals offered 
at our bike-friendly busi-
nesses. There is no doubt 
you’ll be back for more.”

The group set out on 
a tour of the neighborhood 

with stops at six establish-
ments along the way.

The first was Auber-
gine Cafe, at 49-22 Skillman 
Ave., where owner Gary 
O’Niell said, “It’s impor-
tant that people get out of 
their cars and get on their 
bicycles because the more 
bicycles there are on the 
road, the safer it will be for 
everyone on the streets — 
plus it’s healthy, there are a 
lot of great reasons why we 
should all be on bikes.”

The tour also visited 
Arriba Arriba, Cafe Co-
lumbia, Go Natural, Bar 43 
and Jack’s Sunnyside Ale 
House.

“Designating Sun-
nyside as a Bike Friendly 
Business District means 
that we’re committed to 
making the neighborhood 
safe, accessible and fun 
for everyone,” Sunnyside 
Shines Executive Director 
Rachel Tjieme said. “I am 
encouraged to see so many 

local businesses signing on 
to this important cause.”

Transportation Alter-
natives joined with mer-
chants in advocating for a 
transformed Queens Bou-
levard with dedicated bike 
lanes that would make the 
roadway a more people-
friendly corridor with local 
merchants taking the lead 
on street safety.

“Western Queens is 
one of the best areas to bike 
around in the entire city,” 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) said. “The dec-
laration of Sunnyside’s new 
Bike Friendly district only 
adds to that allure. Sunny-
side continues to grow as a 
destination neighborhood 
for New Yorkers through-
out the five boroughs, and 
I am glad to partner with 
Transportation Alterna-
tives, Sunnyside Shines 
and Sunnyside’s businesses 
to help everyone get here on 
two wheels.”

More than 50 cycling enthusiasts take part in a tour of Sunnyside.
 Photo courtesy Transportation Alternatives

Sunnyside named as a Bike Friendly Business District
First nabe in Queens to get designation from safe streets advocate Transportation Alternatives

CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspa-
pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.

Give us a call at 718-260-4537. You’ll speak 
with a CNG advertising professional who can 
help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-4537
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TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org
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WITH COUPONS ONLY. ALL OFFERS EXPIRE 9/9/14

 Includes: Cup Of Any Chowder Or Bisque
 Premium Idaho French Fries Or Corn On The Cob  Cole Slaw

SHRIMP SPECIAL

whose shop was often called 
the “Little City Hall.”

He described some 
of his father’s proudest 
achievements, including 
organizing a rally for thou-
sands of people who pro-
tested the city’s decision to 
close the FDNY’s Engine 
Co. 306 in Bayside because 
of budget issues.

Within a few days, the 
fire station was the first 
in the city to be reopened, 
Jack Fried said. Because 
of the help he gave the Fire 
department, Ben Fried was 
named an honorary chief, 
and the ceremony to re-
name the street in his hon-
or included a posting of the 
colors from the FDNY.

He also remembered 
his father’s passion for help-
ing children, shown in his 
determination to organize 
an annual holiday parade 
where children marched 
down Bell Boulevard and 
received gifts.

At Monday’s street re-
naming, City Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside), 
who spearheaded the ini-
tiative to rename the in-
tersection in Ben Fried’s 
honor, surprised his son 
by announcing he would be 
bringing back that annual 

holiday parade starting 
this year.

Several other elected 
officials and community 
advocates — including 
state Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside), 
Councilman Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens), for-
mer Community Board 11 
Chairman Jerry Iannece 
and CB 11 District Man-
ager Susan Seinfeld — also 
turned out to speak in re-
membrance of Ben Fried, 
and Borough President Me-
linda Katz called the large 
crowd a great tribute to 
him that showed how many 
people loved and respected 
the Bell Boulevard fixture.

“Ben was a leader of 
his time,” Katz said. “When 
merchants needed a leader, 
when we needed someone to 

stand up to DSNY, Ben took 
the lead. This street renam-
ing is a very small part of 
how we can say thank you 
and because of this sign, 
generations to come will 
ask who Ben Fried was and 
we’ll be able to tell them he 
was a great leader to be re-
spected.”

After the sign bearing 
the name Benjamin Fried 
Boulevard was unveiled, 
the late community advo-
cate received a round of 
applause from those in at-
tendance as they paid trib-
ute to the many positive 
changes he brought to their 
community over the years.

“I hope that this sign 
will entice others to fight 
to make Bayside even bet-
ter than he did,” Jack Fried 
said.

nor injuries, according to 
the FDNY.

Firefighters from Lad-
der 138, including Lt. Mi-
chael Decollibus, attended 
to Charlie, who was bleed-
ing and appeared to be se-
verely injured.

“It sounds like a cliche, 
but he’s literally looking up 
at you with those sad puppy 
eyes and your heart goes 
out to it,” Decollibus said.

One of the firefighters 
suggested they take him to 
a veterinarian a few blocks 
away. They put Charlie in-
side a small open-top card-
board box and a firefighter 
carried it on his lap in the 
fire rig. The veterinarian 
said the dog was in poor 
condition with injuries to 

his hips and legs, but she 
did not have the capabili-
ties to treat the puppy in 
her office, suggesting they 
take him to BluePearl Vet-
erinary Partners Specialty 
and Emergency Hospital in 
Forest Hills.

Doctors there stabi-
lized Charlie, saying he 
had three fractures and 
substantial bleeding, but 
no internal injuries. Char-
lie underwent hip surgery 
on Saturday morning fol-
lowing a PayPal fund-rais-
er by Frankie’s Friends, a 
charitable pet foundation. 
The short “Save Charlie” 
campaign netted over 
$6,700, mostly due to one 
anonymous donor that sent 
$5,000.

BluePearl matched 25 
percent of all donations for 
Charlie’s care. A represen-
tative said the puppy was 
doing well and is in full re-

covery. 
Campos was able to 

take Charlie home Wednes-
day after he was discharged 
from BluePearl. Her broth-
er, who had been riding 
with her when she crashed, 
went to the Corona Tigers’ 
firehouse, at 97-28 43rd 
Ave., to collect her bike. 
He told the members they 
were grateful the firefight-
ers stepped up to help the 
puppy.

“It certainly makes 
you feel good to know we 
could help the poor helpless 
dog,” Decollibus said. “I 
think that’s what we’re sup-
posed to do, a life is a life.”

While the Parks De-
partment is investigating 
the accident, the NYPD 
says there have been no 
summonses or charges is-
sued involving the crash.

Continued from Page 1 

Ben Fried

Continued from Page 1 

FDNY

43rd Avenue near Bell Boulevard in Bayside has been renamed in 
honor of late community advocate Benjamin Fried. 
 Photo by Kelsey Durham
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were presented in a graph-
ic 79-page report by U.S. 
Attorney Preet Bharara 
Aug. 4. The report said the 
city Department of Correc-
tion “relies far too heavily 
on punitive segregation as 
a disciplinary measure, 
placing adolescent inmates 
— many of whom are men-
tally ill — in what amounts 
to solitary confinement at 
an alarming rate for exces-
sive periods of time.”

New York state re-
cently placed strict limits 
on the use of solitary con-
finement for juveniles, but 
the reform does not apply 
to city jails. Dromm thinks 
his bill will change the way 
the DOC operates by forc-
ing transparency.

“I couldn’t move the 
legislation forward under 
the former mayor because 
I believe his administra-
tion was responsible for 
the mess we’re cleaning up 
now,” Dromm said.

He also singled out the 
president of the correction 

officers union, Norman 
Seabrook, for stonewalling 
reforms at Rikers Island.

“I’ve done four tours of 
Rikers and at the last one 
Seabrook interjected dur-
ing my Q&A,” Dromm said. 
“He began to shout, ‘This 
jail belongs to us, it does 
not belong to the  Depart-
ment of  Mental Health.’ It’s 
a pattern of his and it sets 
a tone for his members. If 
he feels free enough to treat 
elected officials like that; 
the message works its way 
down to the officers that 
it’s OK to treat inmates like 
that as well.”

Seabrook was away 
at a convention along with 
his senior staff and was un-
available for comment, but 
he did send word through 
a spokesman Wednesday 
that there had been 14 
fights broken up on Rikers 
Island during the previous 
24 hours.

Last  week city Comp-
troller Scott Stringer is-
sued a separate report, 
called a ClaimStat Alert, 
that showed that 2,245 per-
sonal injury claims were 
filed against the DOC in fis-

cal year 2014, an increase 
of 37 percent from the same 
time a year earlier, and 114 
percent higher since fiscal 
year 2009.

“The culture of vio-
lence detailed in recent re-
ports on Rikers Island has 
made it clear that we are 
potentially facing a human-
itarian crisis in our city’s 
largest jail,” Stringer said. 
“Reducing violence in our 
jails is critically important, 
not only for the inmates 
and correction employees, 
but for taxpayers who are 
on the hook for millions of 
dollars in settlements and 
judgments every year.”

The head of internal 
investigations at Rikers 
Island, Deputy Commis-
sioner Florence Finkle, 
resigned  Aug. 22. No expla-
nation was given.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Rikers
ment of Correction to ad-
minister absentee ballot 
applications ahead of elec-
tions, distribute them to 
eligible voters and then 
return their ballots to the 
city Board of Elections.

In New York, inmates 
convicted of misdemean-
ors and those awaiting 
judicial rulings on felony 
charges are eligible to vote. 
Close to 81 percent of those 
in the state prison system 
are detainees who have 
been charged but not con-
victed of crimes, and are 
therefore eligible to vote, 
according to the Brennan 
Center for Justice policy 
institute, at New York Uni-
versity’s School of Law.

“I encounter more 
constituents than I would 
like ... that if they were 
in Rikers or another jail, 
they didn’t know they 
could vote. I have had peo-
ple come up to me and tell 
me their voter record is 
messed up and they were 
never locked up or they 

had a misdemeanor con-
viction,” Wills said.

Neither the BOE nor 
DOC responded to re-
quests for comment on the 
bill and how voting cur-
rently works in city jails.

Wills described the 
legislation, which is co-
sponsored by Council 
members Inez Barron 
(D-Brooklyn) and Rosie 
Mendez (D-Manhattan), 
as the first in a series of 

criminal justice and voter 
enfranchisement bills.

Wills is drafting a bill 
that would have federal in-
vestigators step in when 
police or public prosecu-
tors are accused of mis-
conduct.

And Wills intends 
to introduce a resolution 
calling on Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo and state lawmak-
ers to reinstate voting 
rights for non-violent fel-
ons as soon as they leave 
prison rather than after 
completing parole.

“If we say OK you 
need to be monitored, but 
you’ve paid your debt as 
far as the judicial sys-
tem is concerned, than I 
believe you should be al-
lowed to vote,” he said. 
“This disproportionately 
affects minority commu-
nities.”

Indeed, the New York 
Civil Liberties Union, 
a civil rights advocacy 
group, found that one out 
of 24 black voters in New 
York were disenfran-
chised compared to one in 
121 of all voters across the 
state.

Continued from Page 1 

Voting

Visit us at www.
Timesledger.com

City Councilman Ruben Wills 
is introducing a series of 
voter enfranchisement and 
criminal justice legislation.

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Young tennis fans de-
scended on the USTA Billie 
Jean King Tennis Center 
Saturday eager to go rack-
et-to-racket with the pros 
during the annual Arthur 
Ashe Kids’ Day.

After traveling from 
New Hampshire, the 
Leclerc family was thrilled 
when 8-year-old Em-
ily wound up facing twin 
brothers and professional 
American doubles players 
Bob and Mike Bryan at the 
mini-match sessions pit-
ting pros against kids.

Karen Leclerc eager-
ly snapped photos of her 
daughter swinging on the 
court from nearby bleach-
ers.

“She liked it so much 
she got in line and wanted 
to do it again,” Leclerc said 
“The Bryan brothers are 

my favorite so when they 
came on the court I couldn’t 
even believe it.”

The annual Kids’ 
Day is a precursor to the 
national US Open Tennis 
Championships that offers 
youth the chance to learn 
from the pros, watch play-
ers warm up and partake in 
a slew of non-tennis-related 
activities.

The day pays tribute 
to Arthur Ashe, a pioneer-
ing black player who con-
tracted HIV from a blood 
transfusion he received 
after having heart surgery. 
Proceeds from Saturday’s 
event fees will go to a foun-
dation Ashe helped create 
to offer youth low-cost ten-
nis, life skills and educa-
tion programs across the 
country.

This year’s festivities 
had Kiara Baker, 13, and 
Renee Campbell, 13, abuzz.

The two said the Wash-
ington, D.C., Department 
of Parks and Recreation 
group they came to Kids’ 
Day with did not depart un-
til 3 a.m. Friday.

And they weren’t plan-
ning on heading out until 
they had seen Serena Wil-
liams warm up.

“We’re probably not 
going to leave the park un-

til it’s 1 [a.m.],” Kiara said.
The friends detailed 

their plan for securing Wil-
liams’ autograph once the 
US Open tournament be-
gan.

“I usually come down 
before it ends,” Renee said, 
while ticking off the other 
tennis stars she had sign a 
ball. “She’s a good tennis 
player and she just blocks 
out all of the craziness.”

Still, the stadium had 
plenty to offer those who 
were not fans of the sport.

Children rushed to 
play volleyball against 
adults on stilts using a gi-
ant inflatable tennis ball.

Kids laughed while 
struggling to keep orbiting 
discs balanced on sticks.

And they lined up for 
an obstacle course tasking 
them with weaving a tennis 
ball around cones, jumping 
through a rope ladder and 
then serving at a target.

“It’s good,” Gabriel 
Nieves, 9, of Fresh Mead-
ows, said of the several ac-
tivities around him. “I’m 
here to have fun.”

Musa Pirzada, 4 (l.), plays tennis against the Bryan brothers. Photo by Sarina Trangle

Young tennis fans fl ock to USTA for Kids’ Day
Family event in honor of Arthur Ashe features mini-match sessions with pros, concerts and more
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