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BY KELSEY DURHAM

As a battle against increased 
airplane noise reverberates across 
the city, some northeast Queens 
residents are lamenting readings 
from portable noise monitors that 
are registering levels as high as 
96 decibels from planes flying in 
and out of LaGuardia Airport.

In response to a push from 
hundreds of community advo-
cates who say the continuously 
growing jet noise is disrupting 
their quality of life, the Port Au-
thority of New York & New Jersey 
has begun putting noise monitors 
in neighborhoods around the tri-
state area.

The two newest devices in 
Queens were placed on top of a 
residential building in downtown 
Flushing and on a private home 

Monitors showing
high decibel levels 

harmful to earsBY ALEX ROBINSON

Queens College welcomed a 
number of new faces last week as 
students flowed into campus for 
the upcoming school year.

Among them was Félix V. 
Matos Rodríguez, the Flushing 
school’s new president, who had 
his first day last Thursday.

“I wanted my first official 
day to coincide with the first day 
for the new students,” he said. 
“There was a common bond of a 
new beginning there.”

Continued on Page 37
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

College Point beer 
drinkers will be able to 
soak up some history while 
supporting a cultural in-
stitution in dire need of fi-
nancial help at the Poppen-
husen Institute’s annual 
Oktoberfest Sept. 13.

The Poppenhusen In-
stitute, at 114-04 14th Road, 
will take attendees back 
to the pre-Prohibition era, 
when the population of the 
neighborhood would double 
on weekends as beer drink-
ers would flock to dozens of 
beer gardens that littered 
the area.

“So we’re recreating 
that part of the College 
Point history,” said Susan 
Brustmann, the institute’s 
executive director, . “Peo-
ple can come to enjoy mu-
sic, activities and beer.”

The event is one of a 
number of annual events 
the institute started to hold 
to rake in much-needed do-
nations after it stopped re-

ceiving state funding a few 
years ago.

“It’s been very diffi-
cult,” Brustmann said. “It 
has a very rich and impor-
tant history, but we are not 
restoring this museum to 
be a shrine to the past. It is 
a living museum and has a 
ton of great programs.”

Brustmann said she 
hopes the institute will 
be able to raise $10,000 
through the event, but that 
is only a portion of the 
$80,000 it needs to plug its 
budget holes.

The Oktoberfest event 
is geared more toward 
adults, but is also a family 
affair as it will have face 
painting, a clown and a 
number of other activities 
for children.

Tours of the institute 
will be given, including 
old village jail cells in the 
building. Presentations 
about the history of Shea 
Stadium and the 1939 
World’s Fair will also take 
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

Officers at the NYPD’s 
111th Precinct in Bayside 
announced at its monthly 
community council meet-
ing Tuesday night that 
overall crime was down 
in comparison to this time 
last year, but the police 
identified car thefts as a 
trend they have seen grow 
since 2013.

Deputy Inspector Ja-
son Huerta said crime was 
dropping “dramatically” in 
the 111th Precinct, which 
covers Bayside, Little 
Neck, Auburndale, Doug-
laston and parts of Hollis 
Hills and Fresh Meadows. 
The commanding officer 
said that although overall 
crime had fallen 10 percent 
as compared to last August, 
the number of car thefts 
had risen to 58 through 
Aug. 24, compared to 47 at 
the same point last year.

Huerta said the pre-
cinct has seen several cas-
es of Ford Econoline vans 
and Dodge Caravans being 
stolen because of their size 
and storage space, which he 
said provides thieves an op-
portunity to use the stolen 
vans to steal other vehicles 
like motorcycles and bikes.

“We’ve seen this be the 
case citywide,” he said.

Huerta said the pre-
cinct is also seeing several 
cases of tires and rims be-
ing stolen off cars, mostly 
Honda Accords. He said 
thieves can use battery-
operated drills to remove 
them from cars within 
minutes and usually have 

a lookout to make sure they 
are not being watched.

According to the pre-
cinct’s statistics, the 111th 
received seven complaints 
of stolen tires or rims with-
in the last 28 days.

Police said thieves are 
also still targeting catalytic 
converters that can quickly 
be removed from under-
neath larger cars, such as 
vans and SUVs, and sold on 
the street for a significant 
amount of money because 
of the metals and chemicals 

inside.
“These thieves do the 

job very quickly, but we 
have a lot of plainclothes 
units dedicated to thwart-
ing this type of crime,” 
Huerta said.

Huerta said the pre-
cinct has also experienced 
an increase in car acci-
dents, but he said extreme 
weather that the area has 
seen so far this year may 
be a factor in the 13 percent 
rise.

He said pedestrian ac-

cidents have remained flat, 
however, at four so far this 
year, the same number the 
precinct’s records show 
for this time last year, and 
that Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
Vision Zero initiative is 
partly responsible for keep-
ing pedestrians safer.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com. The Poppenhusen Institute in College Point is set to hold its 

Oktoberfest event to raise funding. 

Deputy Inspector Jason Huerta speaks at the 111th Precinct’s monthly Community Council meeting 
this week. Photo by Kelsey Durham

Beer fest to raise funds 
for College Pt. institute

Car thefts on the rise: 111th
Police seeing more stolen vehicles amid overall drop in crime

Continued on Page 54
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

It took him nearly 50 
years, but former Queens-
borough Community Col-
lege student Alexander 
Phillips has finally re-
ceived his college degree.

The 90-year-old Man-
hattan native, who now 
lives in Georgia, was given 
the surprise of a lifetime 
last month when his family 
arranged a party for him to 
celebrate getting the degree 
he had given up hope of one 
day having.

And it all started with 
a simple conversation he 
had with his daughter-in-
law.

Phillips was in his 
40s and living in Flushing 
when he enrolled at the 
Bayside school nearly half 
a century ago, hoping to 
earn his associate degree 
in applied sciences.

But before he was 
able to finish school, Phil-

lips was forced to leave 
QCC for medical reasons 
and entered the workforce 
without becoming a college 
graduate.

He led a successful ca-
reer with the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority, 
starting out as a bus driver 
in Queens before working 
his way up to chief, where 
he managed about 500 em-
ployees at bus depots across 
the city. Several years and 
three more promotions 
later, Phillips retired from 
the MTA in 1987, but he 
said he often thought about 
the degree he never got the 
chance to complete.

Earlier this sum-
mer, Phillips was talking 
with his son Anthony’s 
wife, Marsha, when he 
mentioned he felt disap-
pointment and regret over 
never finishing college. His 
daughter-in-law began to 
look into what she could do 
to help and contacted QCC 

on his behalf, and what the 
Phillips family heard back 
was something they never 
expected.

“Dr. Call spoke with 
the board at the school and 
they all agreed to give me a 
full-fledged certificate to be 

a member of the graduating 
class of 2014,” Phillips said. 
“It was a real surprise. My 
daughter-in-law is a real 
sweetheart and she and Dr. 
Call put in a lot of work to 
do this for me.”

Soon after, Phillips’ 
degree came in the mail 
along with a cap and gown 
traditionally worn at QCC’s 
graduation ceremonies, but 
he was not made aware 
of the surprise until his 
family arranged to throw 
a party in his honor. His 
children donned their own 
collegiate caps and gowns 
along with their father to 
celebrate his newest accom-
plishment.

“It’s really quite an 
achievement,” Phillips said. 
“I think I got about 20 years 
younger. It’s really taken 
some years off my life.”

Phillips said education 
and hard work have always 
been values he instilled in 
his children from a young 

age. His four daughters all 
have college degrees and 
his son Anthony, who now 
cares for Phillips at his 
home in Douglasville, Ga., 
runs his own thriving an-
tique business.

Phillips said the expe-
rience that QCC gave him, 
even though he left the 
school without completing 
his degree, has stuck with 
him throughout his life-
time and encouraged him 
to always try his hardest to 
succeed. He recalled a life-
changing lesson his former 
math teacher at QCC gave 
him that led to the success-
ful career he had and the 
hardworking children he 
raised.

“I saw him in the hall-
way one day and I told him 
I wanted to know math well 
enough to be able to discuss 
it with people,” Phillips 
said. “All he said to me was 
one word: persevere.”

Alexander Phillips holds the degree he received from 
Queensborough last month at the age of 90. 

Photo courtesy Queensborough Community College

Queensborough awards 90-year-old long-awaited degree
Alexander Phillips becomes a member of Class of 2014 after family reaches out to Bayside college
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

While the redrawing of 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky’s 
(D-Flushing) district shift-
ed its demographic make-
up and forced her to relo-
cate from her Whitestone 
home, she said nothing has 
changed in her approach to 
the campaign.

She is now facing a pri-
mary challenge from S.J. 
Jung, a Korean-American 
activist, as she seeks re-
election to an eighth term.

“My strengths are the 
fact that I have broad ex-
perience and broad knowl-
edge. I have worked with 
a lot of people construc-
tively to get things done,” 
she said in an interview at 
TimesLedger Newspapers’ 
offices.

Stavisky was first 
elected to represent parts 
of northeast Queens in the 
Senate in 1999. She took 
over from her late husband, 
Leonard, who had served 
in the state Legislature for 
33 years before his death 
in the same year she was 
elected.

She is the only female 
senator from Queens and 
sits on a number of commit-
tees in the upper chamber, 
including Higher Educa-
tion, Finance, Aging and 
Transportation.

Her priorities for the 
next legislative session in-
clude raising the minimum 
wage as well as passing the 
Dream Act, the Women’s 
Equality Agenda and com-
prehensive campaign fi-
nance reform.

She has made educa-
tion her primary issue dur-
ing her time in the Senate, 
like her husband, a former 
professor who advocated 
for public education.

As a graduate of Bronx 

Science High School and 
a former Brooklyn Tech 
teacher, Stavisky said she 
supports the standardized 
test for the city’s specialized 
high schools. Her ally, state 
Assemblyman Ron Kim (D-
Flushing), recently voiced 
his support of a bill which 
would broaden the criteria 
for admissions to the high-
ly selective schools.

“I support the stan-
dardized test, but I think 
the city has to do a much 
better effort to make chil-
dren aware the tests exist, 
particularly in low-income, 
minority neighborhoods,” 
she said. “I think they 
should also start in the 
fifth- and sixth-grade with 
better preparation.”

Stavisky said the dif-
ference of opinion on the 
standardized test was the 
only diver-
gence in 
policy be-
tween Kim 
and her.

“We’ve 
got to do a 
better job of 
not only noti-
fying the kids, but putting 
them in the environment 
where they’ll take the test,” 
she said.

Stavisky refused to 
comment on her opponent’s 
campaign, but said she 
was concerned over the 
fact he had not mentioned 
the Women’s Equality Act, 
which would provide pay 

equity for women and codi-
fy protections for abortion.

The 10-point piece 
of legislation was never 
brought before the Sen-
ate for a vote by the upper 
chamber’s leadership.

“He’s had all sorts of 
press releases and press 
conferences on jobs and 
immigration issues, and 
we agree on those issues,” 
she said. “He’s been silent 
on the Women’s Equality 
Agenda and I think that’s a 
major concern.”

Stavisky’s district 
has been redrawn so that 
it is more than half Asian 
and now includes parts 
of Flushing, Forest Hills, 
Elmhurst, Fresh Meadows 
and Bayside.

The incumbent said 
the new district has not 
changed the way she cam-
paigns.

“One of the Chinese 
reporters used to say to me, 
‘What is the message for 
the Chinese community?’ 
and it’s the message for ev-
erybody, that the economy’s 
important, the minimum 
wage should be increased, 
they want good schools 
for their children. They 

want affordable 
healthcare. They 
want to feel safe 
in their homes. 
These are issues 
that affect every-
body,” she said.

“My mes-
sage is the same 

and that’s why I have a very 
broad coalition of support 
in the Asian community 
and the non-Asian commu-
nity,” she added.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

BY ALEX ROBINSON

For S.J. Jung, his pri-
mary challenge is not so 
much about replacing state 
Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing).

“I’m not really running 
against her,” the candidate 
said in a recent interview at 
TimesLedger Newspapers’ 
o f f i c e s . 
“ I ’ m 
running 
with my 
own pol-
icy pri-
o r i t i e s . 
I’m also 
running 
based on 
my own 
p r o v e n 
track re-
cord as a 
longtime 
c o m mu -
nity ad-
vocate. I 
b e l i e v e 
there is 
a point 
and time 
for every-
thing. Now is a time to start 
a new chapter.”

The Korean-American 
activist has refused to criti-
cize the seven-term incum-
bent, saying he has a lot of 
respect for what Stavisky 
has done for the commu-
nity, but said it is time for 
new leadership.

“She’s a Democrat. I’m 
a Democrat,” he said. “We 
might agree on a lot of is-
sues, but I think it’s first of 
all a matter of policy priori-
ties. She has her own policy 
priorities and I have my 
own. I think it’s a matter of 
political will whether you 
have the commitment and 
dedication to push it all the 
way through.”

Jung worked at the 
Flushing MinKwon Center 
for 26 years before quit-
ting his post as president to 
run for office. He oversaw 
the transformation of the 
MinKwon Center from a 
small nonprofit operating 
with a shoestring budget 
to an organization with 
20 full-time employees. He 

also owns a small import 
and export business.

An avid advocate of 
comprehensive immigra-
tion reform, Jung traveled 
to Washington during the 
last congressional session 
to participate in a fast to 
urge the federal govern-
ment to create a path to 
citizenship for illegal im-

migrants.
O v e r 

the past few 
m o n t h s , 
Jung has 
rolled out 
a number 
of priori-
ties, which 
i n c l u d e 
revit a l i z -
ing Flush-
ing Creek, 
raising the 
minimum 
wage and 
advocating 
for small 
business.

He has 
s t r e s s e d 
the corner-
stone of his 

policy is campaign finance 
and ethics reform.

“Often we debate the 
size of government, wheth-
er to have a big government 
or small government, but 
I believe that what we re-
ally need is a good govern-
ment,” Jung said. “I have 
a serious doubt whether 
elected officials, including 
Gov. [Andrew] Cuomo, re-
ally have the political will 
to finally enact government 
reforms.”

On education, Jung 
said he would not sup-
port legislation that would 
broaden the admissions 
criteria for the city’s spe-
cialized high schools, a bill 
that has been controversial 
in the Asian community.

“The root cause of 
the problem is not the test 
itself. We need to support 
under-performing schools. 
The real problem is the 
quality of early childhood 
education and middle-
school education. If we do 
not tackle those root causes 

S.J. JUNG 

STATE SEN. TOBY STAVISKY

S.J. Jung campaigns
on new Senate era

Stavisky runs on her record
Seven-term state senator faces Flushing activist in Dem race

Continued on Page 9

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, S
EPT. 5–11, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
5

BT

BY SARINA TRANGLE
 
As he seeks to shed his 

freshman title, state Sen. 
James Sanders (D-South 
Ozone Park) says he is on 
the cusp of completing a 
vocational school that has 
consumed him since he 
was first elected to public 
office in 2001.

Sanders described 
plans to open a vocational 
school in Rockaway as 90 
percent complete in a re-
cent visit to the TimesLedg-
er Newspapers’ offices. He 
allocated discretionary 
funding early in his City 
Council career for studying 
which brief training pro-
grams could provide con-
stituents lacking degrees 
with jobs and salaries large 
enough to support families.

Now Sanders says sev-
eral industries, including 
the diamond business, ho-
tels near John F. Kennedy 
International Airport and 
truck transporters, are in-

terested in teaching and re-
cruiting at the school.

“Everybody should 
pay something because 
then you appreciate it,” he 
said of a facility he antici-
pates will serve 300. “You 
pay what you can, we will 
pay the difference.”

The school is one 
prong of the economic de-
velopment vision Sanders 
is putting up against that 
of two other contenders 
in the Sept. 9 Democratic 
primary. Sanders’ district 
runs from Arverne to Far 
Rockaway and up through 
Rosedale, South Jamaica, 
South Ozone Park and 
Richmond Hill.

Gian Jones, a real es-
tate executive from Bay-
swater, described plans to 
start a local credit union 
and secure a preferential 
status for minority, women 
and veteran-owned busi-
nesses in the district in bid-
ding on projects at JFK.

And Everly Brown, a 

Rosedale developer, said he 
would incubate a program 
similar to the Harlem Chil-
dren’s Zone, which offers 
an array of social services 
for families, in southeast 
Queens while working to 

open a community college 
in a public housing complex 
and a Rockaway amuse-
ment park.

Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio, the building service 
workers union 32BJ SEIU 

and the city public em-
ployees union DC 37, have 
endorsed the incumbent, 
while Brown turned to for-
mer City Councilman Al-
lan Jennings and ex-Sen. 
Shirley Huntley, who just 
finished a 10-month prison 
sentence, for support.

Jones said he was 
backed by Michael Dun-
can, Sanders’ former chief 
of staff, and Community 
Board 14 member Felicia 
Johnson.

The state Board of 
Elections’ website did not 
include the 11-day pre-pri-
mary campaign finance fil-
ing for any candidate in the 
race. Jones’ and Sanders’ 
campaigns said they were 
behind and Brown blamed 
any delays on the BOE.

The senator’s chal-
lengers charged his poor 
collaboration skills were 
dragging down the district 
— Brown saying Sanders 
did not partner with other 
southeast Queens elected 

officials to pass legislation 
and Jones saying voters 
reported having difficulty 
tracking down Sanders.

Sanders’ campaign 
countered he took pride in 
having a responsive con-
stituent service set up.

The senator touted col-
laboration with the mayor 
and governor, and he did 
not mince words about his 
distant, at times tense, re-
lationship with the Queens 
Democratic Party.

He said he did not 
come up through the party 
hierarchy, but under the 
guidance of former U.S. 
Rep. Floyd Flake.

Still, he said he was not 
opposed to working with 
the party, and his recent 
endorsement of the county 
pick, former Councilman 
Leroy Comrie, in the neigh-
boring Senate district had a 
lot to do with mending this 
relationship.

If re-elected, Sanders 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Everly Brown is no 
stranger to combating 
elected officials in the bal-
lot box, but this primary he 
is enjoying the support of 
some former electeds him-
self.

Former Jamaica City 
Councilman Allan Jen-
nings Jr. and ex-state Sen. 
Shirley Huntley are help-
ing Brown in his upcom-
ing Democratic primary 
against Sen. James Sand-
ers (D-South Ozone Park) 
and Gian Jones, a real 
estate businessman from 
Bayswater.

Jennings has publicly 
endorsed Brown, a devel-
oper from Rosedale.

“We need a state sena-

tor who will return constit-
uents’ phone calls and pro-
vide excellent constituent 
services,” Jennings said in 
a statement. “Most of all, 
we need a state senator who 
is independent and willing 
to work well with the power 
structure in Albany.”

Brown said he was 
pleased to receive advice 
and help from Huntley, who 
previously represented 
the 10th Senate District 
stretching from Arverne 
to Far Rockaway and north 
to South Jamaica, South 
Ozone Park and Richmond 
Hill.

Still, neither of Brown’s 
backers come without con-
troversy.

Huntley recently re-
turned home after serving 

about 10 months in prison. 
Her sentence came after she 
pleaded guilty to mail fraud 
in an attempt to cover up a 
scheme that bilked taxpay-
ers out of tens of thousands 
of dollars.

Brown said she had 
not yet had the chance to 
tell her side of the story and 
that she was a val-
ued community 
leader.

And Jennings 
was censured by 
the Council for 
sexually harassing female 
aides. 

Sanders approaches 
the Sept. 9 primary with 
endorsements from Mayor 
Bill de Blasio, the build-
ing service workers union 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Gian Jones’ state Sen-
ate campaign is not one 
that invites voters to see 
the southeast Queens dis-
trict through a rose-tinted 
crystal ball.

While describing eco-
nomic development, trans-

portation and 
other platform 
priorities, Jones 
bluntly specified 
which issues he 
believed may be 

too pervasive for any single 
legislator to tackle.

He senses a wave of 
gentrification washing over 
Rockaway, but says most of 
the peninsula within the 
10th Senate District he is 
seeking to represent has 

one- or two-family homes 
that fall outside govern-
ment regulation.

He acknowledges re-
ceiving surveys from good 
government groups about 
term limits and the culture 
in Albany, and says it is far 
from his focus.

“I’m not one guy going 
to slay Albany,” the real es-
tate businessman from Bay-
swater said in a recent in-
terview at the TimesLedger 
Newspapers’ offices. “I’m 
not going to change the 
style that’s been in opera-
tion for God knows how 
many years. So I’ll work 
within the system to make 
the changes necessary to 
bring home the things this 
district needs.”

Jones, a former Com-
munity Board 14 member 
and ex-president of the 
101st Precinct Community 
Council, decided to run 
against Sen. James Sanders 
(D-South Ozone Park) in a 
second consecutive Demo-
cratic primary because he 

GIAN JONES 

STATE SEN. JAMES SANDERS

Gian Jones engages Sanders
in second primary challenge

Everly Brown returns to ballot 
in run for seat in state capital

Sen. Sanders seeks second term in Albany
Incumbent slated to face developer Everly Brown and real estate executive Gian Jones in primary

Continued on Page 54

Continued on Page 54Continued on Page 54
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

After years of working on 
education policy, Dmytro Fed-
kowskyj hopes to school state As-
semblywoman Margaret Markey 
(D-Maspeth) in her first competi-
tive primary.

The Middle Village attorney 
said that while canvassing the 
western Queens district he met 
many who are unfamiliar with 
the 16-year incumbent or believe 
she has not done much for them in 
or out of Albany.

“Experience doesn’t always 
provide effectiveness,” said Fed-
kowskyj, a Community Board 
5 member. “Your experience 
doesn’t mean you have a sense of 
entitlement either. You have to do 
the work.”

Markey’s team said she was 
too busy to come to TimesLedger 
Newspapers’ office and discuss 
her primary platform, but her 
spokesman Michael Armstrong 
responded to criticism on behalf 
of Markey.

Armstrong said Markey’s 
seat on the Assembly Ways and 
Means Committee and chair-
woman position on the Tourism, 
Parks, Arts and Sports Develop-
ment Committee have put her 
in a pivotal budget negotiating 
role and allowed her to allocate 
funding for a bevy of community 
needs.

The Queens Democratic 
Party and several unions have 
thrown their weight behind Mar-
key, whose 30th Assembly District 
includes Maspeth, Woodside and 
parts of Astoria, Long Island City, 
Middle Village and Sunnyside.

Fedkowskyj, who was en-
dorsed by the city Fire Marshals 
Benevolent Association, National 
Latino Officers Association and 
CEC leaders, challenged Markey 
to her first primary in at least a 
decade.

Fedkowskyj, who previously 
served on the District 24 Com-
munity Education Council and 
as Queens’ representative to the 
city Panel for Educational Policy, 

said Markey’s lack of leadership 
has been on display since he and 
others began pushing for the cre-
ation of Maspeth High School five 
years ago.

He claimed she declined to 

get involved without explanation.
More recently, he said the 

incumbent turned down an invi-
tation to sit on stage beside fellow 
lawmakers at a District 24 CEC 
meeting on a proposed shelter 
outside her district. Fedkowskyj 
believes it will affect Markey’s 
constituents. 

“That was insulting to the 
people in the room,” Fedkowskyj 
said. “If you’re a leader, you go 
down and you represent your 
people.”

Armstrong said 
he was unsure what 
was said between Fed-
kowskyj and Markey 
about Maspeth HS 
since the assemblywoman sup-
ported its creation, but just with a 
more local enrollment plan.

And he said Fedkowskyj did 
not speak at the District 24 CEC 
meeting, which Armstrong de-
scribed as poorly managed.

“He didn’t say a word. He’s 
the education expert,” Armstrong 
said.

If elected, Fedkowskyj said 
he would focus on fostering col-
laboration by hosting town hall 
meetings with constituents and 
various government agencies.

“Without having that consul-
tation and transparency, you’re 
just not going to get things done,” 
he said.

Fedkowskyj said he would 
like to help improve  mayoral con-
trol of city schools and vote for its 
continuation when Albany takes 

it up in 2015. Increasing 
school funding and easing 
overcrowding are also edu-
cation priorities of his.

He said he would tack-
le unemployment by offer-

ing more job training programs, 
incentives to small businesses 
and tax credits as a tactic to woo 
more manufacturers to the dis-
trict, particularly in Maspeth.

Parts of Maspeth currently 
fall under the city’s Industrial 
Business Zone, which offers tax 
credits to incoming manufactur-
ers.

DMYTRO FEDKOWSKYJ

Fedkowskyj mounts offensive against Margaret Markey
Incumbent assemblywoman faces fi rst Democratic primary in years at the hands of CB 5 member

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 
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The leaders we trust endorse JOHN LIU
for State Senate because he delivers for Queens.

AS NYC COMPTROLLER, protecting retirees’ pensions 
by growing the funds to record levels

FIGHTING TO CUT PROPERTY TAXES for co-ops, condos, 
and homeowners

PROTECTING WOMEN'S EQUALITY and a woman's 
right to choose

EXPOSING PROBLEMS with Access-a-Ride, leading to 
better service for seniors and people with disabilities 

DELIVERING CRITICAL FUNDS for schools, libraries, 
parks and senior centers

SAVING TAXPAYERS OVER $5 BILLION through fiscal over-
sight, audits and keeping vendors and contractors honest 

WORKING TO FIX COMMON CORE, lessen high stakes 
testing and stop charter school co-locations

john liu for state senate 
a record of results

ENDORSED BY:

DEMOCRAT FOR STATE SENATE

democrat john liu. delivering for us!
P: 646-490-9818. E: john@liunewyork.com. Paid for by John Liu Senate Election Committee.

“john liu gets the job done.” 

Proudly
Endorsed By

Gary
Ackerman
Congressman

Paul
Vallone

Councilman

Melinda
Katz

Queens BP

David
Weprin

Assemblyman

Grace
Meng

Congresswoman

Mark
Weprin

Councilman

Ed
Braunstein
Assemblyman

Nily
Rozic

Assemblywoman

Ron
Kim

Assemblyman

Rory
Lancman
Councilman

VOTE!

TUESDAY,

SEPT. 9

VOTE!

TUESDAY,

SEPT. 9
John with his wife and son.
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WHITESTONE — Police were searching for the grandson 
of a former Gambino family associate after he allegedly shot an 
acquaintance on the Whitestone shore early Friday morning, 
the NYPD said.

Robert Sasso, 33, allegedly shot a 29-year-old man four times 
near the intersection of Boulevard and 144th streets at around 2 
a.m., according to police.

The victim called 911 himself and was rushed to New York 
Hospital Queens in critical condition.

Police described Sasso as white, 5-foot-9, 180 pounds, with 
tattoos on his face, neck and arms. He has a tattoo under his 
right eye, which reads “SMM,” police said.

The suspect’s grandfather, Robert Sasso, was the head of a powerful construction 
union before he resigned because of alleged mafia ties and was convicted of racketeer-
ing, according to the New York Post.

Police had not made an arrest as of Tuesday evening.

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

ANN TILLEY

Police looking for missing St. Albans woman

ROBERT SASSO 

NYPD investigate shattered Bayside office door

ST. ALBANS — Police were searching for a woman who was 
last seen Sept. 2 leaving a beauty salon on Merrick Boulevard in 
St. Albans.

The NYPD said the missing person, identified as Ann Tilley, 
53, was wearing a white T-shirt with black sleeves, brown and 
pink checkered pants and red sneakers when she was last seen 
leaving the beauty parlor, at 126-05 Merrick Blvd., Tuesday at ap-
proximately 7:05 p.m.

She was described as a black woman, 5-foot-3, weighing 230 
pounds with brown eyes and black hair.

BAYSIDE — Police were investigating an incident on Bell Boulevard that left a 
glass door shattered early Tuesday morning.

The door to the office building, at 41-02 Bell Blvd., was broken Sept. 2 after a metal 
garbage can from the street in front of it was thrown through the doorway.

The TimesLedger Newspapers has its offices in the building.

Police hunt for Gambino associate in shooting

3 men robbed Bayside store with shotgun: Cops
BAYSIDE — Police were trying to identify three suspects they said robbed a 

7-Eleven in Bayside with a shotgun.
The NYPD said three men, wearing all black with gloves, entered the store, at 

218-01 Northern Blvd., around 3:10 a.m. Tuesday and demanded the clerk open the reg-
ister.

The suspects took $600 in cash before taking a second clerk to the office and telling 
him to open the safe, which the employee said he could not do, the NYPD said.

Police said the suspects, one armed with a shotgun and the others with pistols, 
took both employees’ backpacks containing personal property before fleeing on foot 
west down Northern Boulevard.

The men are described as being between 20 and 25 and weighing approximately 
170 pounds, police said.

Take charge of your health  
through Nutrition

Valenti Health & Wellness

@ Vital Dental
39-09 210th Street, Bayside, NY 11361

www.valentihw.com

Dr. Jo-Anne Valenti

Good health is not the absence of illness, but the art of maintaining balance of the body, 
mind, and spirit for optimal levels of wellbeing. When the body receives nutritional elements 

required in the correct amounts, organs and systems that are intimately connected can 
function at full capacity. As every person is different, we profile the biochemical make-up of 
each patient and recommend nutritional changes that result in better health, as opposed to 

some traditional techniques that cover up the symptoms of disease.

Take the road to better health … call or email to set up a consultation
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and simply change the ad-
mission metric, what good 
does it do to the students?” 
he said.

His campaign received 
a boost Tuesday when 
lieutenant governor can-
didate Tim Wu endorsed 
him. Jung has not received 
many endorsements other 
than Wu’s, but said he did 
not expect to rely on get-

ting support from elected 
officials.

“When you plan to 
run for office, you always 
look for support from party 
bosses and outside politi-
cal forces,” he said. “If I 
can win their support, 
then that’s great, but you 
should also be able to run 
your own campaign so that 
after the election you can 
be your own man. You can 
truly be independent. No 
endorsement is free. Every 
endorsement has strings at-

tached to it.”
Jung is running for 

District 16, which includes 
parts of Flushing, Bayside, 
Whitestone, Rego Park and 
Forest Hills. The district 
is more than 53 percent 
Asian, according to census 
data, but Jung said he has 
not been focused on just the 
Asian community and has 
tried to form a multi-ethnic 
coalition.

“Ethnic politics is a 
fact of life. I’m not naive. 
I have been battling with 

ethnic politics all through-
out my life. I categorically 
reject ethnic politics,” he 
said.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

BREAKING NEWS

BY JUAN SOTO

This is state Sen. Mal-
colm Smith’s (D-Hollis) first 
primary campaign since he 
was elected to office in Al-
bany in March 2000and the 
incumbent thinks the race 
has not been as noisy as he 
thought it would be.

Smith, who faces a re-
trial on bribery charges 
for allegedly trying to find 
his way onto the Republi-
can line in the 2013 may-
oral race, said he expects to 
come out on top of the Dem-
ocratic primary Sept. 9.

“I expect to be elected,” 
he said in an interview with 
TimesLedger Newspapers.

Smith is in a three-
way race leading up to the 
primary with former City 
Councilman Leroy Comrie 
and Queens Village attor-
ney Munir Avery.

As a Democrat, he was 
the majority and minority 
Democratic leader in Al-
bany and added 
that if re-elected 
he would rejoin 
forces  with the 
mainline Demo-
crats after caucus-
ing with the Independent 
Democratic Conference in 
2012.

“I was always a Demo-
crat, all my life,” he said.

He explained why he 
joined the IDC, a break-
away faction of Democrats 
who have sided with the 
Republicans in a power-
sharing agreement.

Smith said he jumped 
to the IDC in December 
2012 to secure funding for 
the Rockaways and other 
areas devastated by Super-
storm Sandy. He pointed 
out that in 2012 about 80 
percent of his district was 
in the Rockaways area.

“When that storm hap-
pened, this new caucus was 
being formulated,” he said, 
pointing out that  the IDC 
“didn’t need me” because 
the members had the nec-
essary votes to push their 
agenda.

“I had a critical deci-
sion to make,” he said. “I 
have been the majority lead-

er and the minority leader, 
so I know exactly how to get 
resources ... and drive mon-
ey to your district.”

He said that “the only 
thing I could do to help my 
district was being part of 
that coalition, and that’s 
what made me do it because 
I wasn’t going to join the 
Republican conference, be-
cause I am not Republican, 
but these were Democrats.”

When he made the 
decision, he remembered 
what his mentor, the Rev. 
Floyd Flake of Allen AME 
Cathedral, told him when 
he first ran for public office: 
“98 percent of what you do 
is serve your constituents.” 
Flake served as a congress-
man from southeast Queens 
from 1987 to 1997.

Smith was booted from 
the IDC after his arrest on 
the bribery charges.

The incumbent also 
said when he intended to 
run on the Republican line 

for mayor, “it was 
going to be a fu-
sion ticket” in the 
same way as it was 
done by previous 
mayors like Ed 

Koch, Michael Bloomberg 
and Abe Beame.

“I studied their mod-
el,” he said. “I was going to 
run on the Republican line, 
on Democrats for Malcolm 
line that I was creating, on 
the Independence line and 
was in talks to run on the 
Conservative line.”

Smith likes campaign-
ing and said he is running 
“an old-fashioned cam-
paign, doing street cam-

BY KELSEY DURHAM

City officials celebrat-
ed the recent passage of a 
resolution signed into law 
by Mayor Bill de Blasio last 
week that will raise the pay 
of school bus drivers across 
New York City.

De Blasio signed the 
bill Aug. 28, a week after 
the City Council approved 
it Aug. 21, that will provide 
$42 million in grant money 
to go toward raising wages 
of bus drivers whose pay 
was previously cut because 
of financial difficulties.

The one-year grant 
program will offer 2014-15 
wage hikes to eligible driv-
ers, whom de Blasio said 
were those working for one 
of the 16 companies cur-
rently in contract with the 
city or that just ended a 
contract in June.

The employees must 
also prove they are now 
earning an hourly wage 
that is lower than what 
they received the last time 
they worked for a bus con-
tractor.

“Our city’s school bus 
drivers and employees 
work tirelessly throughout 
the school year to keep our 
children safe from harm,” 
de Blasio said. “This leg-
islation ensures that New 
York City students and 
their parents can count on 
uninterrupted and reliable 
bus service. This bill will 
offer an essential measure 
of security to professionals 

who have dedicated their 
careers to safeguarding 
our children during their 
daily commute.”

De Blasio said the cuts 
in wages led to the most 
experienced bus drivers be-
ing pushed out of their po-
sitions in hopes of finding 
better paying jobs, but the 
new legislation will ensure 
that the seasoned drivers 
will stay behind the wheel 
to safely transport children 
to and from school.

“It offers to these hard-
working individuals who 
serve our children a mea-
sure of financial security 
and it gives the people who 
have safeguarded our chil-
dren every day a chance to 
have some decency in their 
own economic circum-
stances,” the mayor said at 
an Aug. 28 news conference. 

“So it’s of very great impor-
tance to the whole city.”

City Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Al-
bans), who sponsored the 
bill, applauded the passage 
of the legislation and said it 
would contribute to giving 
students the best educa-
tional experience possible 
while they are on buses at 
the beginning and end of 
their day.

He said it was the first 
step toward fixing what he 
called an “irresponsible 
decision” by the Bloomberg 
administration to cut fund-
ing to bus drivers.

“The value of this leg-
islation cannot be overesti-
mated, and I am very proud 
that the City Council and 
the mayor have put this 
plan into action,” Miller 
said. “It has the potential to 

save thousands of jobs for 
school bus workers, keep-
ing the most experienced 
and well-trained on the 
job in order to provide safe 
transportation for our chil-
dren.”

De Blasio said the 
grants to increase wag-
es will be administered 
through the city Depart-
ment of Small Business 
Services and will end at the 
conclusion of the 2014-15 
school year, but the mayor 
said the temporary fix 
would give the city time to 
come up with a more long-
term solution to keep expe-
rienced bus drivers in their 
positions with substantial 
pay.

“Our most experienced 
school bus drivers know 
best how to keep our stu-
dents safe and they should 
be utilized and rewarded 
for their knowledge and ex-
pertise,” said Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), who serves as 
chairman of the Council’s 
Education Committee. 
“This one-year, stop-gap 
legislation will make the 
drivers and matrons whole 
until the state Legislature 
can act, and our accompa-
nying resolution urges the 
Legislature to do just that.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

City leaders recently applauded a bill to raise wages for contract-
ed school bus drivers. 

STATE SEN. MALCOLM SMITH 

School bus contract praised
City electeds happy with pay increase for experienced drivers

Smith cites record
in re-election bid

Continued on Page 54

Continued from Page 4 

Jung

Visit us at 
TimesLedger.com 

for primary coverage 
all day Tuesday, Sept. 9th.



10
 TIM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, S
EP

T. 
5–

11,
 2

01
4  

   
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

BT

BY ALEX ROBINSON

John Liu doesn’t vote and 
tell.

The state Senate contender 
and former city comptroller re-
fused to say which gubernatorial 
candidate he will vote for in the 
Democratic primary when asked 
by Brian Lehrer on WNYC Tues-
day morning.

“I know who I’m voting for. 
I’ve made up my mind — at least 
on my part in terms of who I’m 
voting for for governor   — and 
we’ll see what happens,” he told 
Lehrer, who had asked him if 
he was supporting Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo or his challenger, Zephyr 
Teachout.

Lehrer pressed Liu on the 
question, but the northeast 
Queens candidate refused to say 
who he will vote for until he final-
ly said, “Let’s leave it at that.”

Cuomo has already endorsed 
state Sen. Jeff Klein (D-Bronx), 
the head of the Independent Dem-
ocratic Conference, which Liu’s 
opponent, Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), is part of. The governor 

has not yet made an endorsement 
in the race between Liu and Avel-
la, which has drawn widespread 
interest as a battle between the 
Queens Democratic Organization 
and the breakaway IDC faction.

Later that same morning, 
Tim Wu, the running mate of 
Cuomo’s challenger, Zephyr Tea-
chout, and primary challenger to 
Kathy Hochul, endorsed Liu.

“The lieutenant governor of 
New York is also the president of 

the Senate, and I think it is essen-
tial that we have a state Senate 
that accurately represents New 
York state,” Wu said in a state-
ment.

Wu said Liu “was a great 
city comptroller and has a strong 
track record. He is challenging 
Tony Avella, an opportunist who 
has done nothing but serve his 
own interests at the expense of 
the state’s Democratic majority.”

Liu, however, later released a 

statement rejecting Wu’s endorse-
ment.

“Just to be clear: I do not 
know this person, I have not met 
this person and I’m not interested 
in accepting endorsements from 
people I have never heard of be-
fore,” Liu said.

The New York Times en-
dorsed Liu last week  “to break up 
the gang of opportunists like Mr. 
Klein and Mr. Avella.”

Avella received an endorse-
ment from the New York 
State Nurses Association 
last week.

“Tony is a strong 
advocate for the people of 
Queens and has support-
ed our efforts to enact 
safe staffing ratio legislation, in 
keeping hospitals open for care, 
protecting patient care and stop-
ping the for-profit takeover of our 
hospitals,” said Jill Furillo, the 
executive director of NYSNA.

Endorsements have also 
started to flood in for northeast 
Queens’ other Senate race be-
tween S.J. Jung and Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing).

In addition to his endorse-
ment of Liu, Wu announced his 
support of Jung Tuesday morn-
ing. 

“S.J. Jung is an activist and 
small businessman, and I am im-
pressed by his positions on mak-
ing New York safer for small busi-
ness,” Wu said. “I’ve reviewed his 
five-point plan for small business 
in New York and I’m convinced 
he is what District 16 needs.”

Stavisky gained a nod from 
Mayor Bill de Blasio and 

U.S. Sen. Chuck Schum-
er (D-N.Y.) last week.

“For New York to 
live up to its full poten-
tial, we need a state gov-
ernment that works for 

every one of our families,” de Bla-
sio said. “I urge you to re-elect my 
friend, Toby Stavisky, to the state 
Senate because she is a power-
ful voice for better schools, safer 
streets and an expanded middle-
class.”

State Comptroller Thomas 
DiNapoli was also set to endorse 
Stavisky Wednesday.

Former city Comptroller John Liu (r.) wins the endorsement of the New York 
Times. State Sen. Tony Avella (l.) was endorsed by New York State Nurses 

Endorsements roll in as Dem primaries near

is pleased to announce that
Patricia J. Bourgeois Normandin
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Queens Office
35-16B Francis Lewis Blvd., Queens, NY 

718.762.2268 ext.163, c.917.328.9485
patnormandin@danielgale.com

NO–LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses 
w/ Metal Frames

$9999
Exam Not Included

VARILUX
Progressive Lenses
(No–Line Bifocals)
w/ Metal Frames

$16999

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside

718–279–2020
Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 10 - 530 
Tues. & Thurs. 11 - 730  - 430OF BAYSIDE

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES

$6999
Including Free Eye Exam

BUY 1 PAIR 
OF GLASSES

 RECEIVE 1 PAIR 
OF EQUAL OR LESSER 

VALUE*

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be 
combined with any other offers, promotions, 

www.eyesupplyofbayside.com

Accepting Most Insurance Plans
Including 

. 

BACK TO SCHOOL 
NEVER LOOKED SO GOOD!

Pay for One Eye Exam
& Get up to 3 Exams Free!

Limited Time Only!



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, S
EPT. 5–11, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
11

BT

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357
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www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability
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12 EDITORIAL

OTHER VOICES

GET OUT AND VOTE!
There’s a lot at stake in next week’s Democratic pri-

mary in Queens with two races for state Senate drawing 
attention beyond the borough.

In northeast Queens, former city Comptroller John 
Liu was drafted by the Queens Democratic machine to 
challenge Sen. Tony Avella, who left the mainstream par-
ty in February to join the breakaway Independent Demo-
cratic Conference.

The IDC has been sharing power with the Senate Re-
publicans but has pledged to rejoin the regular party once 
the November elections are over.

The Avella/Liu race could be viewed as a referendum 
on party loyalty, but it’s not clear how many voters are 
even aware of the IDC and the role it plays in Albany. Liu 
has cast Avella as a traitor to the party, while Avella has 
accused Liu of ethical lapses, particularly fines he has re-
fused to pay from his 2009 run for comptroller.

Their positions on issues are similar, but the outcome 
of the race could determine who controls the Senate in the 
next session if the IDC decides to renege on its promise to 
regroup with the Democrats. Avella maintains he signed 
up with the IDC to get bills passed in the Republican-con-
trolled Senate, but Liu contends the GOP still ignored key 
measures — women’s equality, the minimum wage and the 
Dream Act — that are top priorities in Queens.

In southeast Queens, Sen. Malcolm Smith has been 
running a quiet re-election campaign as he awaits his 
retrial on federal corruption charges. He is facing an old 
friend, former City Councilman Leroy Comrie, and new-
comer Munir Avery, who is courting the Muslim vote.

Ethics is at the heart of this contest, fanned by a re-
cent rash of indictments of southeast Queens lawmakers. 
Comrie said he resigned himself to run because Smith had 
lost credibility and respect in Albany. The former deputy 
borough president said Queens must have a solid lawmak-
er in the seat, with rent regulations and mayoral control 
on the agenda next year.

But Smith’s decision to align himself with the IDC in 
2012 is also a factor in this closely watched match.

Avery, who is pressing for campaign finance reform 
and term limits, said he decided to enter politics after 
Smith joined the IDC. Smith’s pursuit of an alliance with 
Republicans in Albany and the city did not end well when 
he was charged with allegedly bribing officials in a bid to 
win the GOP line in last year’s mayoral race.

These are interesting times in Queens politics, and 
you owe it to the county to get to the polls. This is a year 
when your vote could make a difference.
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Fly the American fl ag every Sept. 11

I 
am sad to say that an-
other anniversary is 
coming near of when 
terrorists attacked our 

nation Sept. 11, 2001.
Now here is an idea for 

all Americans to not only 
remember those brave men 
women who lost their lives 
on that day of infamy, but I 
hope will show support for 
our brave men and women 
who are serving our nation 
today.

On Sept. 11, I think 
all Americans should fly 

the American flag outside 
their homes, apartments, 
offices and stores through-
out the United States. Ev-
ery individual should make 
it their duty to display the 
American flag on this, the 
13th anniversary of our 
country’s worst tragedy.

We do this in honor of 
all who lost their lives on 
9/11, their families, friends 
and loved ones who contin-
ue to endure the pain and 
those who today are fight-
ing at home and abroad 

to preserve our cherished 
freedoms.

In the days, weeks 
and months following 9/11, 
our country was bathed in 
American flags as citizens 
mourned the incredible 
losses and stood shoulder 
to shoulder against terror-
ism. Sadly, those flags have 
all but disappeared.

Our patriotism pulled 
us through some tough 
times and it should not take 
another attack to galvanize 
us into solidarity again. 

Our American flag is the 
fabric of our country, and 
together we can prevail 
over terrorism of all kinds.

Fly an American flag 
of any size on 9/11 and, in 
all honesty, I believe all 
Americans should fly the 
flag year-round, but let’s 
start with flying the Amer-
ican flag every Sept. 11.

I am thanking every-
one for your participation.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village

SET, MATCH, POINT
Jorge Cabrera runs to catch the 
balls that are no longer in play as 
the US Open progresses toward 
the finals this weekend. 

Photo by Caroll Alvarado
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Bus changes cause problems

T
his is not an article, it 
is a complaint.

I live in Rosedale, 
at 230th Street and 

147th Avenue. I used to take 
the Q113 bus to Inwood, L.I., 
to go to work, but now I see 
that it was changed to the 
Q114.

Where do I go to get 
this bus to go to work, and 
where is the bus schedule? 
I had to wait almost 30 to 
45 minutes for the bus be-
cause, when I stood at my 
usual location, the bus just 

passed by me even though I 
had my hand out.

The driver did not even 
have the decency to stop 
and tell me that the bus no 
longer stops at my regular 
stop. I had to walk down to 
235th Street and 147th Ave-
nue, where the bus was sup-
posed to stop, but he did not 
stop there either, so I had to 
walk to Brookville and wait 
for the bus.

Does that mean ev-
ery morning I would have 
to walk all the way down 

there to get on the bus and, 
when I am coming home, I 
have to get off at Brookville 
and walk home, too?

I am not happy about 
this. Please tell me what is 
going on and where I can 
get a schedule. I know that 
I am not the only passenger 
who had problems in the 
morning.

Karen Wright
Rosedale CB 11 responds to reader concern

I 
would like to correct the 
information given in 
the letter to the editor 
“Finish renovating PS 

162 now” by Beatrice Gal-
lagher.

Gallagher called the 
Community Board 11 of-
fice Aug. 19 and, in turn, 

staff called the city School 
Construction Authority on 
her behalf on two occasions 
since her call.

The SCA did not re-
turn our calls. We have 
now called a third time and 
continue to follow up and 
await a reply from the SCA.

The staff always helps 
our residents but must rely 
on the agencies to be re-
sponsive to our requests.

Christine Haider
Chairwoman

Community Board 11
Little Neck

GOP needs to get a clue on women

R
epublicans, con-
servatives and lib-
ertarians scream, 
“Freedom, freedom, 

freedom!”
When are they going to 

concede some of that free-

dom to women — even con-
cerning their own bodies?

Inconceivable that it 
also includes their female 
contingent, who have been 
so subjugated as to be made 
blind to the obvious.

Shame on those pride-
less puppets.

Arlene Philomena
Bayside

NRA cares nothing for safety

A 
9-year-old at a shoot-
ing range acciden-
tally kills an in-
structor with an Uzi 

set on full-auto.
I am sure the National 

Rifle Association will put 
out an a official statement 
blaming the girl for not 
wearing the proper foot-
wear.

The NRA does not care 
about gun rights. It cares 
about profits from gun and 
ammunition sales. The per-
fect depiction of the NRA 
would be a scene showing 
its executives dancing on a 
pile of money strewn across 
the graves of the massacred 
school children of New-
town, Conn.

All the wackos in the 
NRA should still be able to 
make sure their weapons 
are in working order. They 
should just be sitting in a 
circle when they test them 
out.

Robert LaRosa
Whitestone

Kids affected most by pollution

T
his is a response to 
Tammy Scileppi’s ar-
ticle “Students at PS 
244 always eat their 

broccoli.”
Introducing vegetari-

an meals to young children 
is a positive step to promote 
healthy eating habits and 
prevent diseases later in 
life. While trying to build a 
healthy future for children, 
damage produced by envi-
ronmental pollution should 
not be overlooked.

It is worrisome that 
parents, educators, govern-
ment institutions and the 
media are ignoring delete-
rious effects of sustained 
pollution on our children 
in the city.

In 2012, the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
and the Port Authority, 
with the blessing of some 
politicians, changed the 
airspace design over the 
city in order to accommo-
date a staggering increase 
in departures and arrivals 
to and from LaGuardia and 
John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional airports to save fuel 
and increase revenue for 

airline companies and the 
PA and increase Manhat-
tan tourism.

This was done without 
a proper environmental 
study.

As a result, city resi-
dents are subjected to 
constant noise and air pol-
lution from low-flying air-
planes.

The detrimental effect 
of noise on humans, espe-
cially children, is well-doc-
umented.

Flushing residents 
close to PS 244 have noise 
monitors on the roofs of 
their buildings, and read-
ings, which can be tracked 
on the Web, have been as 
high as 95 decibels and fre-
quently in the 80-decibel 
range.

According to the 
World Health Organiza-
tion, permissible levels are 
below 65 decibels. Strong 
and sustained noise causes 
hearing and developmental 
impairments in children.

Particulate pollution 
from thousands of planes 
flying low every day over 
densely populated areas 

have negative effects on hu-
mans of all ages, but mostly 
young children.

Particles from jet ex-
haust resembling anthrax 
in size are inhaled, trans-
ported via the bloodstream 
and deposited in tissues. 
Carcinogenic effects have 
been demonstrated by ex-
posure to such particles as 
well as respiratory diseases 
and cardiovascular condi-
tions, to which children are 
more susceptible and will 
experience later in life.

Vegetable lunches will 
do nothing to counteract 
the negative impact of such 
pollution on our children’s 
health.

City residents should 
be aware of FAA and PA 
plans to further increase 
the air traffic above the 
city in 2015-16. All these 
changes are without envi-
ronmental studies and sup-
ported by laws passed by 
politicians.

Dana Gidea, M.D.
Bayside

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corp. and may be republished in any format.

Obama must stop ISIS now
T

he horrific beheading 
of journalist James 
Wright Foley by a 
member of the terror-

ist group ISIS had better be 
the wake-up call for Presi-
dent Barack Obama to take 
decisive action rather than 
to just express his outrage 
at this appalling incident.

There are other jour-
nalists in that region that 
are in as grave danger as 
was Foley, who was a brave 
American doing what he 
loved: reporting and photo-
graphing the events going 
on in that region.

Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to his family, 

friends and colleagues.
The time has come for 

major action against ISIS 
to stop them in their deadly 
tracks once and for all.

Are you listening, 
President Obama?

John Amato
Fresh Meadows
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I
n past years there have 
been various fights be-
tween factions in the Re-
publican and Democrat 

parties in several counties 
throughout the city. Few of 
these battles have been as 
intense and as long as the 
contest between two fac-
tions in the Queens Repub-
lican Party.

Since the early 1980s, 
no Queens Republican 
chairman has completed 
their terms of office with-
out being forced out, being 
defeated for re-election or 
leaving before their term 
was completed.

The Queens Republi-
can bylaws have a provi-
sion that indicates when 
a county chairman leaves 
office the county executive 
vice chairman next in line 
then moves up and becomes 
the county chairman.

The new county leader 
remains in office to com-
plete the term until the 
county convention takes 
place. At that time either 
the incumbent chairman 
is re-elected or a new chair-
man is elected.

There is no provision 
for the county chairman 
to be elected by the Repub-
lican county committee 
when the county chairman 
steps down.

In the early 1980s, 
Queens Republican Chair-
man Jack Muratori re-
signed. The Republican 
County Executive Com-
mittee elected a new chair-

man. Executive Vice Chair-
woman Lilly Bachman 
went to court and the court 
ruled that even though she 
had not been elected, the 
county bylaws automati-
cally made her the county 
chairwoman.

As a result of the situ-
ation, a county confronta-
tion continued for years af-
ter that. It can be said that 
the county battle started at 
that time and has contin-
ued in various ways up to 
the present.

Today, since the death 
of Queens Republican 
Chairman Phil Ragusa, at-
torney Robert Beltrani has 
moved up from executive 
vice chairman to chairman 
without being elected, due 
to the county bylaws stat-
ing that the next county 
officer in line moves up to 
chairman without an elec-
tion.

At a recent meeting of 
Queens Republican lead-
ers, it was decided to have 
an election for a new coun-
ty leader. Beltrani agreed, 
but at this time Beltrani 
seems to be the lead candi-
date. If he is elected, it can 

be hoped that all opposing 
groups will accept Beltrani 
and move on.

The recent battle for 
leadership has gone on 
most of the last 10 years.

Efforts are being made 
for both sides in this end-
less battle to compromise 
and try to work together. 
Several meetings have been 
held by both sides in an at-
tempt to work out problems, 
but negotiations continue.

As has previously 
been mentioned, these con-
tinual interparty battles 
have taken up a lot of time 
and resources. That being 
the case, it means Queens 
Republicans have less time 
and resources to go up 
against Democratic candi-
dates.

If a significant num-
ber of Republican leaders 
do not accept the election 
of their new county leader, 

the battle will continue. 
We could even see another 
court case.

Next year is the year 
for reforming the Queens 
Republican Party. It will 
be the year of candidates 
running for district lead-
ers and county committee 
in Queens. The only public 
races in 2015 is for district 
attorney and some judge-
ships.

The rest of the elec-
tions will be for party posi-
tions in the form of prima-
ries.

In September 2015, the 
Republicans will have their 
convention, at which time 
new county officers will 
be elected, including the 
chairman. The Democrats 
will be electing their coun-
ty officers this year.

Both parties hope to be 
ready for the national pres-
idential race in 2016.

Fight for boro GOP leadership started in the 1980s

Help out public schools before criticizing their performances

A
s a new school year 
starts in New York 
City, the city Depart-
ment of Education 

has several problems, some 
of which are endemic, but 
one should not dwell on neg-
ative things when we have 
so many positive things go-
ing on in our schools. But 
the media loves negative 
things so that is what we 
see.

Low reading and math 
scores are problems which 
are hard to solve with the 
limited number of staff in 
the schools provided to help 
students. It is the school 
aides and paraprofession-
als who can help teachers 

reach children individu-
ally, but they are the first 
to be eliminated by the 
DOE when it wants to save 
money.

The new Common 
Core is a way to increase 
the quality of learning, but 
it requires analysis and 
evaluation of information. 
The new Common Core vo-
cabulary is more difficult 
than previous vocabulary, 
and students have not been 
trained to analyze and eval-
uate. It takes years to learn 
these skills and yet critics 
want the children to know 
them “right now” and want 
to rate teachers on tests be-
ing taken “now.”

How does one expect 
students to learn to evalu-
ate and analyze when some 
have to dodge bullets in 
their neighborhoods; live 
in homeless shelters with 
no place to study; fight off 
roaches, bed bugs or rats; 

deal with drug pushers or 
gang members who want 
them to join them or pay 
them protection money; 
have parents or family and 
friends who may abuse 
them; family members who 
are addicts or alcoholics 
and use their money for 
these purposes; students 
who disrupt classes and 
are not stopped or cannot 
be stopped due to DOE poli-
cies, see pimps, prostitutes 
and drug sellers; see demor-
alized and frustrated teach-
ers who cannot teach due 
to disturbed students; and 
frustrated principals who 
cannot control students the 
DOE sends them from cor-
rectional institutions?

The teacher’s union 
is blamed because it tries 
to protect the 1,000-plus 
teachers who are long-
term substitutes. They are 
from schools closed by the 
DOE because the previous 

mayor decided that closing 
schools and throwing out 
teachers was the way to fix 
the system.

He certainly fixed the 
system by creating a cli-
mate of fear and frustra-
tion with teachers leaving 
in droves. Perhaps this 
is what he wanted to do 
so new, cheaper teachers 
could be hired. Many of 
these long-term substitutes 
are not permanently hired 
because they have been 
teaching many years, have 
advanced degrees and have 
to be paid a higher salary. 
The fairly new policy of 

having principals decide 
the budget for their school 
makes them cut costs with 
lower-paid teachers.

Another problem is 
the creation of charter 
schools, which take space 
and money away from reg-
ular schools. Hedge funds 
and speculators have dis-
covered that a lot of money 
is spent by schools, and 
they are now going after 
this money. Originally it 
was thought that charter 
schools could provide new 
ideas which public schools 
could adopt, but opportun-
ists have discovered that 

there is a lot of money to be 
made by operating a char-
ter school and providing 
services to it.

If one keeps out special 
needs, English as a Second 
Language and disruptive 
children, then often stu-
dents who are left can do 
well on uniform tests. It 
is now six or seven years 
since some schools started, 
and the results are starting 
to come in. A recent daily 
newspaper column told that 
Eva Moskowitz’s Harlem 
Success Academy 1 gradu-
ated 32 students, but in 2006 
there were 73 students en-
rolled in the class and only 
32 graduated. Why?

So fewer than 50 per-
cent of the original students 
graduated from this highly 
touted charter school and 
no students were accept-
ed into specialized high 
schools.

COLUMNS

William
Lewis

n

Bob
Harris

n

The Queens GOP 
bylaws have a 
provision that 
says when a 

chairman leaves 
offi ce, the county 

executive vice 
chairman next 

in line becomes 
county chairman.

The teacher’s union is blamed 
because it tries to protect the 1,000-

plus teachers who are long-term 
substitutes.
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A 
recent survey by 
New York educa-
tion officials on city 
school performance 

revealed that more than 65 
percent of students failed to 
score grade level on math 
and reading proficiency 
tests. In 25 percent of city 
schools, 90 percent of stu-
dents failed those same ex-
ams.

These schools are fail-
ing our kids. Conversely, 94 
percent of charter school 
students, many from 
lower income and minor-
ity households, passed the 
math proficiency exams, 
and 64 percent passed the 
English proficiency tests. 
This discrepancy is stun-

ning when considering the 
student populations are 
comparable.

If you are Mayor Bill 
de Blasio, what do you do 
when you see these results?

You instruct your city 
schools chancellor to scale 
back academic testing and 
downplay the significance 
of such scores when evalu-
ating teacher performance. 
In other words, if test re-
sults do not support your 
policy objectives, toss them 
out and change the perfor-
mance criteria.

This is the specious 
decision-making that mas-
querades as “education 
policy” these days. Apply-
ing the same tortured logic 
to medicine would have 
hospitals simply stop or-
dering blood tests of sick 
patients and report that pa-
tient health is on the uptick 
with a much-improved cure 
rate.

In an effort to lower 

school transportation costs 
and allocate saved funds 
for the classroom to help 
boost student performance, 
the prior administration 
succeeded in having pri-
vately held bus operators 
submit to a competitive bid-
ding process for contracts 
to transport hundreds of 
thousands of students.

Bus operators whose 
wage scales were lower and 
more in line with industry 
norms easily beat out the 
competition that had previ-
ously provided these same 
services in the city at costs 
higher than these new com-
petitively bid contracts. 
New York City had the un-
enviable distinction of hav-
ing the highest per-student 
transportation costs in the 
nation. Money now saved 
could be used directly in 
classrooms for needed pro-
grams.

So if you are de Blasio, 
what do you do with this 

savings windfall?
You ask the City Coun-

cil to bypass the kids in the 
classroom and return $42 
million of these savings 
back to the private bus op-
erators from which it came. 
Those private bus opera-
tors who won the competi-
tive bidding process did 
so by paying their drivers 
lower salaries in line with 
industry norms. These pri-
vate companies are now be-
ing given taxpayer funds 
to bring those wages back 
to pre-competitive bidding 
levels and erase much of 
the savings realized by 
those hard-won negotiated 
contracts.

This precedent-setting 
giveback of taxpayer mon-
ey to private contractors 
is the new normal under 
the de Blasio administra-
tion. Worse yet, the Council 
approved this convoluted 
plan with only six votes in 
opposition.

It was not difficult to 
find the corrupting influ-
ence of pay-to-play politics 
here. De Blasio’s earliest 
supporters in his may-
oral bid were school bus 
unions whose workers lost 
out in the competitive bid-
ding process under the 
Bloomberg administration. 
The $42 million giveback 
will allow these workers to 
be rehired at their previous 
salaries, only now paid for 
with taxpayer funds.

This chicanery bene-
fits a well-connected few at 
the expense of students and 
taxpayers.

Even a loyal progres-
sive like Councilman Dan 
Garodnick (D-Manhattan) 
found this too hard to swal-
low. In an opposition state-
ment, he warned, “Supple-
menting wages ... in an 
existing, settled contract 
... sets a terrible precedent. 
If the Council can supple-
ment wages on the basis of 

income inequality ... then 
there is absolutely no limit 
to the areas where we might 
be tempted — or asked — to 
create a grant program for 
other industries that have 
pay inequities. We need 
to respect the law and not 
turn our procurement pro-
cess on its head ....”

The future of New York 
is in the grips of an ideolog-
ically driven agenda with 
a Council too willing to ac-
quiesce to a tax-and-spend 
mayor. A toxic combination 
that has produced looming 
multibillion-dollar deficits 
in the out-years will cre-
ate an IOU that will come 
due to a dwindling middle-
class.

Elections have conse-
quences, and we have only 
seen the tip of the iceberg.

Bob Friedrich is presi-
dent of Glen Oaks Village 
and a civic leader.

I
n the 1970s, when I was 
a teen on the Upper 
West Side, I was mugged 
twice in broad daylight. 

The city felt more danger-
ous then, in the wake of the 
early ’70s fiscal crisis and 
the blackout of ’77, which 
led to widespread loot-
ing, and gritty movies like 
“Death Wish,” “Dog Day 
Afternoon” and “The Tak-
ing of Pelham 1,2,3.”

Each film depicted a 
chaotic metropolis where 
crime was ubiquitous and 
the police seemed reactive.

But New York, and the 
rest of the country, began a 
war on crime in the early 
’90s, which has not abated. 
The murder rate continues 
to decrease, a phenomenon 
that has continued during 
the first half of this year, 
even with a new mayor, 
police commissioner and a 
relaxing of stop-and-frisk. 
Shootings are up more than 
10 percent, which may be 
an ominous sign, but so far 

the city still feels safe and 
the statistics seems to back 
that up.

There have been some 
moments over the summer 
that have made some wor-
ry that the “bad old days” 
were on the rebound and 
that the city was moving in 
the wrong direction. A few 
weekends over the summer 
had multiple shootings and 
deaths. There was the death 
of Eric Garner while he 
was being arrested, which 
resulted from aggressive 
policing after it was al-
leged that Garner was sell-
ing loose cigarettes on the 
street. This is illegal, but a 
minor offense.

This case, which re-
sulted in criticism of the 
NYPD over a few weeks and 
a peaceful protest march in 
Staten Island, is worth ex-
amining as an example of 
the potential downside of 
Broken Windows.

Broken Windows 
emerged in the early ’90s, 

advanced by Harvard pro-
fessor George Kelling that 
if low-level crime flour-
ished in cities, it would in-
dicate that law enforcement 
and the government were 
lax and this would lead to 
more serious crime. Bust-
ing subway graffiti artists, 
fare beaters, squeegee men, 
lawless panhandlers and 
others would send a mes-
sage that the city no lon-
ger tolerates minor crimes 
and allow the police to put 
through the system petty 
criminals who may have 
outstanding warrants, 
thus getting them off the 
streets.

Mayor Rudy Giuliani 
and his first NYPD com-
missioner, Bill Bratton, 
were the first practitioners 
of this way of policing and 
since then we have seen a 
record drop in crime but 
also the incarceration of a 
high percentage of young 
minority men.

New York has become 

the safest large city in 
America, and now, more 
than two decades after he 
first became commission-
er, Bratton is back in that 
role, wiser and more expe-
rienced after a successful 
stint as head of the Los An-
geles police department.

But now Bratton has 
a tricky job: maintain New 
York’s record-low crime 
rate, keep the use of stop-
and-frisk down and defend 
Broken Windows in an 
environment where some 
question whether we still 
need it.

Even the Rev. Al 
Sharpton, has resurfaced 
again as an activist and ad-
vocate against any cases of 
perceived police brutality. 
During Bratton’s first ten-
ure, Sharpton was shut out 
of City Hall. Today, he sits 
on panels with the mayor 
and leads protest marches.

Recently, a poll of New 
Yorkers showed that Brat-
ton’s approval rating has 

gone down. He brushed it 
off. His job is to keep crime 
down, keep his force aggres-
sive enough to continue to 
keep New Yorkers feeling 
safe and avoid any incidents 
like what happened to Gar-
ner and Michael Brown, in 
Missouri.

There was a public and 
critical letter by the head 
of the sergeant’s union, 
Ed Mullins, criticizing the 
mayor for not defending the 
police vigorously enough 
and alleging that the city 
is slipping backward in its 
fight against crime. Mul-
lins said the city is not an 
appropriate place for the 
Democratic Party to hold 
its 2016 primary conven-
tion because it’s not safe 
enough.

Is this criticism of the 
mayor a line in the sand 
to make sure there are 
no more protests against 
the police and to warn the 
new administration that it 
should be as forcefully be-

hind the “thin blue line” 
as the past two administra-
tions? Will Bratton allow 
for this kind of dissension 
in his ranks or will he try 
to crack down to keep his 
department unified?

Now that stop-and-
frisk has been neutered as 
a public issue, it seems the 
next line of attack will be 
against Broken Windows. 
How strong Bratton and 
de Blasio will defend it in 
the coming months could 
determine whether Brat-
ton will remain head of the 
NYPD for at least the next 
three years and whether 
New York will continue to 
keep crime stats down and 
quality-of-life issues out of 
the news.

The mayor and his 
police commissioner and 
force are at a crossroads. 
How they react to these 
crosscurrents will shape 
our city’s future.

City has to change its ways on how it spends its money

Mayor, Bratton will have to rule on Broken Windows

Bob 
Friedrich

n

On Point
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BY BILL PARRY

Several thousand worshipers 
passed through the Hindu Temple 
of North America, at 45-57 Bowne 
St., in Flushing over the weekend 
to pray to the elephant-headed de-
ity Ganesh.

Colorful processions, cer-
emonies and prayer rituals called 
poojas celebrate the birth and 
rebirth of Ganesh Chaturthi, the 
God of Knowledge and Prosper-
ity.

“This festival is celebrated 
around the world,” the temple’s 
president, Dr. Uma Mysorekar, 
said. “Wherever there are Hin-
dus, there is tribute to the deity 
with the Fire Ceremony, where 
sweets, lentils, nuts and dry fruit 
are offered.”

Also known as Lord Gane-
sha, the Destroyer of Obstacles, 
the festival promotes culture and 
patriotism and was once banned 
in India by the British. It is ob-
served during the Hindu month 

of Bhadea, in mid-August to mid-
September, and it is the grandest 
and most elaborate on the calen-
der, lasting 10 days.

A model of Lord Ganesha is 
placed on platforms for people 
to view and pay homage. Priests 

dressed in dhotis invoke life into 
the idol while devotees chant in a 
ritual known as “pranapratishh-
ta.”

On the 11th day, the idol is 
paraded through the streets and 
bathed in water, accompanied by 

singing and dancing. The final 
prayer acknowledges the divine is 
all who attend followed by a meal 
of sweet puddings and sweets.

Dramatic performances, 
meditation and lectures take 
place in tents that surround the 

temple and blood donations, free 
medical checkups and fund-rais-
ing for the are part as well.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4538

Flushing’s Hindu community celebrates the festival of Ganesh Chaturthi. More 
photos on Page 26. 

Hindus celebrate Ganesha Chaturthi
Flushing temple hosts thousands of worshipers at a ten-day festival fi lled with pomp and splendor

MUSIC LESSONS

FOLLOW  US! @Patti Schmidt Dance & Exercise Center @PattiSchmidt_Dance@PS_Dance

Pre-school  Elementary School  High School
College  Adults  All Boy Classes

Beginners thru Professionals

Jazz 

Patti Schmidt 

REGISTER NOW
In Person or By Phone:

Sept. 9th
2:00 to 4:00pm

In Person or By Phone:

Sept. 10th
4:00 to 7:00pm

40-31 235th Street, Douglaston  718-225-5252  www.pattischmidtdance.com

A procession walks around the temple to honor Ganesh. Photo by Ken 
Maldonado
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Students of Distinction
SPONSORED BY

© New York Community Bank - Member FDIC

Elizabeth Torres
Hillcrest High School

Elizabeth Torres had a weighted academic 

average of 98 and was ranked 13 out 

of approximately 700 seniors. She was 

nominated for a Posse Scholarship, which 

is a 32-week training program during senior 

year, and a Quest Bridge Scholarship, which 

aims to increase the percentage of talented 

low-income students attending the nation’s 

best universities and the ranks of national 

leadership itself.

Among her accomplishments  are 

membership in the National Honor Society, 

running for the girls track team, playing on 

the girls’ softball team, and participating in 

the annual school musicals. 

Elizabeth was a part of Hillcrest’s award-

winning United Nations class. For 3 years 

she took part in UN Conferences every May 

and June. 

For volunteer service, Elizabeth raised 

money for UNICEF, Penny Harvest and The 

Red Cup. She also served as an English 

Tutor and helped ESL students prepare for 

the English Regents.

She has a strong love of science and 

participated in a 2 week Queens College 

science summer program. Additionally, 

she sings in St. Sylvester church choir 

on Sundays. For the past four summers, 

Elizabeth volunteered at South Florida 

Community College’s day camp.

Elizabeth’s future plan is to major in 

either chemistry 

or neuroscience, 

with a minor in 

Latin American 

S t u d i e s  o r 

English Literature. 

S h e  d r e a m s 

of becoming a 

surgeon.

Erin 
Camia
Baccalaureate 
School 
for Global 
Education

Erin Camia was 

the top-ranking 

student in her 

class. In addition 

t o  e a r n i n g 

exemplary grades, 

she excelled in the 

Regents Exams 

earning scores of: 

99, U.S. History; 

99, Global History; 

95, Living Environment; 95, Geometry; 94, 

Chinese LOTE; and 90, Chemistry. Erin 

achieved a perfect 100 score on her English 

Language Arts Regents Exam. 

For volunteer work, Erin worked at the 

Queens Public Library and helped 7th and 

8th grade students build their academic 

skills. 

Displaying her school spirit, Erin was 

Editor-in-Chief for The Bacc Rag, the offi cial 

school newspaper. She managed the peer-

led staff, edited articles, and supervised 

layout of the publication – all while serving 

as lead reporter on several articles. Erin was 

also Editor-in-Chief of the yearbook. 

Outside the academic arena, Erin was 

renowned for her prowess on the softball 

fi eld. A member of the varsity softball team, 

she helped her school move up to Division 

B in the PSAL Program.

Erin’s strength in both mathematics 

and science led to her application to Case 

Western University, which is among the 

top schools in the nation. It is known for its 

biomedical engineering program. Erin was 

accepted.

Matthew Ramroop
Government & Community 
Service High School

Matthew Ramroop achieved a 94.9 

average during his high school career 

and is a proud member of the National 

Honor Society. On a daily basis, Matthew 

volunteered to tutor freshmen attending the 

World Leaders Program. 

Among his high school highlights was 

attending a Law and CSI Forum where he 

was given the opportunity to explore the full 

range of professions that exist in the legal 

and forensic science fi elds. He also attended 

a Queens Science Program.

 Matthew took College Now courses 

in Linguistics and in Political Science at 

Queens College. Last year, he served as an 

intern in the Black Spectrum Theatre, where 

he worked with children. Matthew was also 

active in the varsity bowling team, poetry 

club and French club. 

Matthew will be attending Mercy College 

with a partial Honors Scholarship.

Christina Valente
St. Agnes Academic High School 

Christina Valente was Student Council 

Vice President and a proud member of 

the National Honor Society, English Honor 

Society, Spanish Honor Society, and History 

Honor Society. She earned a 98.2 grade 

point average while taking a rigorous course 

load of honors and advanced placement 

classes. Upon graduation Christina was 

awarded a Regent’s Diploma with advanced 

designation.

Christina’s strength in Mathematics and 

Science is evidenced in her enrollment in Mu 

Alpha Theta, New York State Science Honor 

Society, and St. John’s Women in Math and 

Science. Due to her interest in business, 

Christina completed Molloy College Business 

Boot Camp and Student Council Leadership 

Workshop. She was also on the Principal’s List 

and was awarded for perfect attendance.

Within the community, Chr ist ina 

volunteered at the Poppenhusen Institute  

where she assisted in karate programs, 

piano programs, talent shows, honorary 

ceremonies and memorials, and the annual 

Haunted House. An accomplished pianist, 

Christina played for nursing home residents. 

She marched in the College Point Memorial 

Day Parade in support of Poppenhusen 

Institute since 2005

At St. Agnes, Christina was captain 

of the soccer team and participated in 

SADD, Operation 

S h o e b ox ,  T V 

Studio, track club, 

art club, Zumba 

club, UNICEF, 

and Multicultural 

club. Additionally, 

C h r i s t i n a 

was Editor of 

t h e  s c h o o l ’s 

newspaper and 

Secretary of the 

science research 

program.
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BRIEFS

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
appointed Martha Baker to 
the Queens Library board 
of trustees Tuesday.

The appointment filled 
the second of two vacancies 
the mayor created when he 
removed trustees for voting 
to keep embattled President 
Thomas Galante.

Baker is a Fresh Mead-
ows resident and the found-
er of Equity in Education 
and Employment, an orga-
nization which supports 
women in the workplace.

She also served in the 
Dinkins administration as 
executive director of the 
Commission on the Sta-

tus on Women and worked 
as the deputy director of 
the operations at the state 
Workers Compensation 
Board.

The appointment was 
de Blasio’s second to the 
board as the mayor recently 
chose Jukay Hsu to become 
a trustee.

Borough President 
Melinda Katz added Robert 
Santos to the board and has 
five more spots to fill.

Galante has come un-
der fire for a number of al-
legations of fiscal misman-
agement at the library.

De Blasio and Katz 
removed eight trustees in 

all after a new law granted 
them powers to fire mem-
bers before the end of their 
terms.

— Alex Robinson

It’s time to hit the 
books — again.

The Bangladeshi 
American Advocacy Group 
hosted a back-to-school ini-
tiative by distributing free 
bookbags and school sup-
plies outside the Jamaica 
Muslim Center, at 85-37 
168th St., in Jamaica Hills.

Needy families gath-
ered at the mosque’s en-
trance for the giveaway 
program, which included 
the bookbags filled with 
notebooks, pens, crayons, 
pencils, note tabs, glue 
sticks and other materials.

“The children of New 
York deserve to have the 
best education possible,” 
said Kamal Bhuiyan, chair-
man of the Bangladeshi 
American Advocacy Group. 
“Having the right supplies 
can make a significant dif-
ference in their academic 
success.”

Approximately 250 
bookbags with school sup-
plies were distributed.

“We are proud to have 
given out bookbags to hun-
dreds of children and fami-
lies in need,” said Bhuiyan, 
referring to all the give-

away programs put in place 
throughout the city.

According to the Na-
tional Retail Federation, 
the cost of back-to-school 
shopping for an average 
family with children is 
$670. The survey found that 
a family shopping for high 
school students will spend 
an average $682.99, while 
parents with kids in el-
ementary school will spend 
an average $580.94.

— Juan Soto

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) announced he 
secured $100,000 in state 
funds for the Dwarf Giraffe 
Athletic League in Whites-
tone Wednesday.

The social club, found-
ed in 1955, provides a place 
for community youth to 
come play baseball, soft-
ball, basketball, hockey 

and other sports.
“Keeping kids and 

young adults active through 
organized sporting events 
and social functions is es-
sential to their future,” 
Avella said. “Dwarf Giraffe 
has done an outstanding 
job in this community by 
fostering an energized 
learning environment for 

all of their participants.”
The funding will go 

toward fixing a leaky roof, 
upgrading a kitchen and 
installing a new central air 
unit at the league’s facili-
ties at 149-50 15th Road.

-Alex Robinson

Martha Baker Courtesy Martha 
Baker

Avella allocates $100,000 to Dwarf-Giraffes

Jamaica bookbags donated

Blaz taps new trustee

Arguably one of the most essen-
tial traits that your child can acquire 
throughout his or her education is good 
organization. Embracing strong organi-
zational habits and a daily routine can 
help your child make the most of home-
work time and avoid wasting time. 

Similarly, a consistent homework 
routine helps children become self-suffi-
cient students and inspires them to take 
responsibility. Routine gives students a 
purpose, thereby encouraging them to 
approach learning new skills and con-
cepts with confidence. 

While routine is important for stu-
dents to thrive, what works for one child 
might not work for another. Here are a 
few tips for parents to help their child 
find the right homework routine: 

Many parents assume the best ap-
proach to homework—especially for 
younger children who may not have 
many after-school extracurricular activ-
ities—is for children to dive in the mo-
ment they get home from school. How-
ever, this may not work for every child. 
Some children do much better when they 
decompress for 30 minutes before getting 
started on homework. 

On the other hand, some students find 
that a break before dinner time only dis-
tracts them. On days that your child does 
not have sports practice or activities af-
ter school, he or she may prefer to get 
homework completed right away. 

While your goal should be to help 
your child become an independent stud-
ier, you can help him or her learn how to 
develop a daily homework to-do list that 
minimizes downtime. If your child tends 
to spin his or her wheels when it comes to 
homework, spend five minutes together 
before he or she gets started to develop a 
game plan and estimated amount of time 
for each item on the to-do list. 

Much has been documented about the 

benefit of frequent, abbreviated study 
sessions. Not only do shorter study peri-
ods encourage students to repeatedly re-
view concepts, it is far easier for students 
to stay focused for brief periods of time. 
It is ok if your child only has 15 minutes 
after school to get some homework in 
and needs to resume later on, that’s okay. 
Breaking up the study sessions may ac-
tually be a good thing for his or her re-
tention. 

Encourage your child to break down 
larger, more complex assignments rather 
than try to knock them out in one sitting. 
If your child is writing a paper, for exam-
ple, have him or her write a few pages, 
then turn his or her attention to another 
subject. 

No matter the age of your child, it’s 
always helpful to have goals to work to-
ward. Once your child finishes one sub-
ject, he or she should reward him or her-
self with a five-minute break to text back 
a friend or step outside for some fresh 
air. When your child completes all of his 
or her homework, allow some free time 
to do whatever he or she wants—televi-
sion or computer time, for example. 

When you approach the homework 
routine, keep in mind that consistency 
is the key. Once your child embraces 
homework and studying as a daily habit, 
he or she will become more proficient at 
managing his or her time effectively—in 
school and in life. 

Huntington is the tutoring and test 
prep leader. Its certified tutors provide 
individualized instruction in reading, 
phonics, writing, study skills, elemen-
tary and middle school math, Algebra 
through Calculus, Chemistry, and other 
sciences. It preps for the SAT and ACT, 
as well as state and standardized ex-
ams. Huntington programs develop the 
skills, confidence, and motivation to help 
students succeed and meet the needs of 
Common Core State Standards. Founded 
in 1977, Huntington’s mission is to give 
every student the best education pos-
sible. Learn how Huntington can help at 
www.huntingtonhelps.com. For franchise 
opportunities please visit www.hunting-
tonfranchise.com. 

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Finding the Right 
Homework Routine

Visit us at TimesLedger.com for primary coverage 
all day Tuesday, Sept. 9th.
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FOR INFO : WWW.LEROYCOMRIE.COM 

“From his days as a City Councilmember to his service in the Queens  
Borough President’s office, Leroy Comrie has always put the people of 
Queens first,” said Mayor Bill de Blasio. “His lifetime spent fighting for  
progress on the issues that matter to working families ensures he will be an  
outstanding State Senator, and that’s why I’m proud to  
endorse Leroy Comrie." 

Mayor  Bill De Blasio Endorses Leroy Comrie 

Endorsed by:

Mayor Bill De Blasio

Congressman Gregory Meeks

Congressman Joe Crowley

Congresswoman Grace Meng

Queens Borough President Melinda Katz

State Senator James Sanders

Assembly Member Barbara Clark

Assembly Member William Scarborough

Assembly Member David Weprin

Assembly Member Nily Roznic

Assembly Member Mike Simanowitz

Council Member I. Daneek Miller

Council Member Donovan Richards

Council Member Rory Lancman

District Leader Archie Spigner

District Leader Leslie Spigner

District Leader Elmer Blackburne

District Leader Jacqueline Boyce

District Leader June Bunch

District Leader Martha Taylor

District Leader Robert Simmons

State Committee Member Dorita Clarke

Queen County Democratic Organization

Guy R. Brewer Democratic Club

United for Progress Democratic Club

The JFK Regular Democratic Club

Rev. Edward Davis

Rev. Charles L. Norris

Rev. Calvin Rice

Rev. Victor Hall

Rev. Henry T. Simmons

Working Families Party

ATU 1056 & ATU 1179

The Amsterdam News

** List in formation
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

As the Sept. 9 
primary approaches, 
three Democratic can-
didates in New York’s 
gubernatorial race are 
gearing up to face off 
for a chance to become 
governor of New York.

Zephyr Teachout, 
challenging Gov. An-
drew Cuomo, has spent 
several months visit-
ing community events 
across the state hoping 
to unseat the incum-
bent, and she said she 
feels her work so far 
has certainly paid off.

“It’s been trans-
formational,” Teachout 
said of her campaign. 
“A lot of people wrote 
us off at first, but the 
race has been far 
more competitive than 
[Cuomo] expected and 

I think now we’re in a 
position to win.”

Teachout, a 
Brooklyn resident who 
teaches at Fordham 
Law, refers to herself 
as a true Democrat 
and said she and her 
running mate for lieu-
tenant governor, Tim 
Wu, have worked hard 
to facilitate a strong 
campaign focused on 
issues New Yorkers 
truly care about. She 
said she and Wu, the 
son of two immigrants 
whom Teachout said is 
New York’s first Asian 
American running for 
a statewide elected po-
sition, have a strong 
team of thousands of 
volunteers who spent 
every day talking 
to voters at grocery 
stores and subway 
stations. She said she 

feels strongly about 
her chances at ending 
up on the ballot for the 
general election in No-
vember.

Randy Credico, 
a comedian, is also 
challenging Cuomo 
for a spot on the bal-
lot. He credits him-
self as being the most 
progressive candidate 
for office and said he 
is ready to change the 
way the people of New 

York see politics.
Credico, who ran 

unsuccessfully for 
mayor of New York 
City in 2013, lists his 
priorities as raising 
minimum wage, ex-
panding Medicare, 
lowering the costs of 
transportation and le-
galizing marijuana.

He did not name a 
running mate as lieu-
tenant governor.

Cuomo’s cam-
paign did not respond 
to a request for com-
ment, but the gover-
nor’s campaign web-
site names several of 
his achievements since 
taking office in 2011 as 
selling points his cam-
paign has focused on 
this year.

PRIMARY PREVIEWPRIMARY PREVIEW

Gov. Andrew Cuomo

Leroy 
Comrie, a 
former three-
term city 
c o u n c i l -
man from 
southeast Queens, is 
a special assistant to 
Borough President Me-
linda Katz.    

Munir Avery, ex-
pert on 
elder law, 
is in his 
first run 
for elect-
ed office. 
If he wins, he will be-
come the first Muslim 
state senator in New 
York.  

John Liu became the 
first Asian-American city 
councilman when he was 
elected in 2001. He then 
served a term as comptrol-
ler.

Tony Avella, a 
community activist, 
served two terms in 
the City Council be-
fore he was elected 
to the state Senate in 
2010.

Margaret Markey 
was elect-
ed to the 
state As-
sembly in 
1998. She 
is chair-
woman of the Tourism, 
Parks, Arts and Sports 
Development Commit-
tee.

Dmytro Fed-
k o w s k y j , 
a Commu-
nity Board 
5 member, 
served on 
the Dis-
trict 24 Community 
Education Council and 
the city Panel for Edu-
cational Policy.

Toby Ann  
S t av i sk y 
was first 
elected to 
the state 
Senate 14 
years ago. 
She is the only woman 
in the Queens delega-
tion.

S.J. Jung is a com-
m u n i t y 
a d vo c at e 
who most 
r e c e n t l y 
served as 
the presi-
dent of the MinKwon 
Center for Community 
Action in Flushing.

James Sanders 
was elected 
to the City 
Council in 
2001 and 
to the state 
Senate in 
2012. He is the ranking 
member of the Civil 
Services Committee.

Gian Jones is a 
real estate 
busi ness -
man from 
Bayswater. 
He worked 
as an aide 
to U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks when he was in 
the Assembly.

Everly Brown is a 
R o s e d a l e 
r e s i d e n t 
who has 
a develop-
ment com-
pany and 
voluntarily helps fami-
lies facing foreclosure.

Tim Wu is a professor at Co-
lumbia Law School 
and prides himself 
as being the devel-
oper of the net neu-
trality concept.

Kathy Hochul, who was known 
during her tenure 
in Congress as a 
major proponent 
for women’s rights,  
previously served 
as the Erie County 
Clerk in western 
New York.

Randy Credico is a comedian 
and political 
satirist who pre-
viously ran for 
mayor of New 
York City in 2013 
and U.S. Senate 
in 2010.

Zephyr Teachout, a law 
professor at 
F o r d h a m 
University, 
won a court 
challenge to 
run on the 
Democratic 
line for gov-
ernor. She 
sp e ci a l i zes 
in antitrust and media law.

Governor Lt. Governor
Andrew Cuomo served as 

secretary of the 
Housing and 
Urban Develop-
ment, the feder-
al agency, and 
state attorney 
general before 
being elected  
governor in 
2011. 

Randy Credico Zephyr Teachout Kathy Hochul Timothy Wu 

Gian Jones Everly Brown 

John Liu 

S. J. Jung 

14th Senate District
Leroy Comrie Jr. Munir Avery 

30th Assembly
Dmytro Fedkowskyj Margaret Markey* 

Malcolm Smith 
(D-Hollis) 
was first 
elected to 
the state 
S e n a t e 
after win-
ning a special elec-
tion in March 2000. 
He was the first black 
to be elected majority 
leader.

10th Senate District
James Sanders* 

Tony Avella*

Toby Stavisky*

11th Senate District

16th Senate District

Cuomo faces two primary challengers

Andrew Cuomo*

Malcolm Smith*

District 30: Maspeth, Woodside, Parts of As-
toria, Long Island City, Middle Village and Sun-
nyside

District 10: Arverne, Far Rockaway, Rosedale, Springfield Gardens, 
South Jamaica, South Ozone Park and Richmond Hill

District 11:  Bayside, Whitestone, College Point, Bay Terrace, Douglas-
ton, Hollis Hills and part of Flushing

District 14: Jamaica, St. Albans, Laurelton, Hollis and Queens Vil-
lage

District 16: Parts of Flushing, Forest Hills, 
Elmhurst, Fresh Meadows and Bayside
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PRIMARY PREVIEW

BY SARINA TRANGLE

The Queens Democrat-
ic Party’s viability is on the 
line this primary season — 
if you let political pundits 
tell it.

And they say its fate 
rests with the fraction of 
registered Democrats ex-
pected to cast ballots in 
state Sen. Tony Avella’s (D-
Bayside) race against for-
mer city Comptroller John 
Liu.

The Queens county or-
ganization recruited  Liu to 
run after Avella joined the 
Independent Democratic 
Conference, which shares 
control of the chamber with 
Republicans, in February.

The borough party 
did not back down from 
the primary when the IDC 
announced plans to align 
with mainline Democrats 
to run the Senate, unlike 
other borough Democratic 
machines that ended up 
 backing IDC members.

“The Queens county 

organization has put ev-
erything its got into Liu,” 
said Doug Muzzio, a politi-
cal science professor at Ba-
ruch College. “If they’re not 
dead, they’re moribund if 
they can’t win that race.”

Both Muzzio and Scott 
Levenson, founder of the 
Advance Group political 
consulting firm, said the 
Queens Democratic Party 
litmus test would likely play 
out amid anemic turnout 
because the top of the Sept. 
9 primary ticket includes 
an incumbent governor.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
faces a primary challenge 
from Zephyr Teachout, a 
Fordham University pro-
fessor, and Randy Credico, 
a Manhattan comedian.

Cuomo’s lieutenant 
governor running mate 
Kathy Hochul will vie for 
the party’s backing along 
with Teachout’s partner 
Tim Wu.

Besides the Liu-Avel-
la match-up, Sens. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) has 

a challenge from small 
business owner S.J. Jung; 
James Sanders (D-South 
Ozone Park), from real 
estate businessman Gian 
Jones and developer Everly 
Brown; and Malcolm Smith 
(D-Hollis), from former City 
Councilman Leroy Comrie 
and attorney Munir Avery.

State Assemblywoman 
Margaret Markey (D-Mas-
peth) is approaching her 
first primary in years at 
the hands of Community 
Board 5 member Dmytro 
Fedkowskyj.

Despite the focus on 
the IDC, Muzzio and Leven-
son said the concern about 
who caucuses with whom 
has not caught on with vot-
ers.

Avella’s 11th Senate 
District, which encompass-
es Bayside, Whitestone, 
College Point, Bay Terrace, 
Douglaston, Hollis Hills 
and part of Flushing, has 
about 99,750 of the borough’s 
739,114 registered Demo-
crats, according to the state 

Board of Elections.
Between roughly 15,600 

and 15,800 people voted in 
Queens’ Senate Democratic 
primaries in 2010, the last 
non-presidential election 
cycle.

Levenson said Smith’s 
primary has also garnered 
widespread attention.

The southeast Queens 
senator was arrested in 
April 2013 and charged in 
an elaborate scheme to al-
legedly bribe his way onto 
the Republican line in the 
2013 mayoral elections.

He has maintained his 
innocence.

“It’s frankly an easier 
race for the Queens county 
organization,” Levenson 
said of the party picking 
Comrie. “There’s a huge 
perception hurdle for Mal-
colm to overcome ... and 
Leroy Comrie has been 
elected by many of the same 
folks in the Senate race.”

BY SARINA TRANGLE

State Sen. James Sand-
ers Jr. (D-South Ozone 
Park) has two familiar foes 
standing between him and 
his securing the Demo-
cratic line in the Sept. 9 
primary.

Gian Jones, a Bayswa-
ter resident with a real es-
tate business, and Everly 
Brown, a Rosedale develop-
er, are also running in the 
10th Senate District.

Jones sought Sanders’ 
seat in 2012, and Brown’s 
list of election bids includes 
a bout with then-City Coun-
cilman Sanders in 2003.

All candidates said 
economic development 
was a priority in the dis-
trict, which stretches from 
Arverne to Far Rockaway 
and up through Rosedale, 

Springfield Gardens, South 
Jamaica, South Ozone Park 
and Richmond Hill.

About 128,411 regis-
tered Democrats live in the 
district, according to the 
state Board of Elections. 
City primary results show 
some 9,500 voted in 2012, 
which was a presidential 
election year.

Sanders said he was 
close to opening a Rock-
away vocational school 
where businesses would 
train students for six 
months and then hire them. 
He said hotels near John F. 
Kennedy International Air-
port, truck transportation 
companies and diamond 
businesses were interested 
in the initiative.

The senator said he 
seeks to stem the tide of 
gentrification by building 

affordable housing on the 
northern side of the penin-
sula, pushing for communi-
ty benefit agreements when 
“mega developers” build in 
Rockaway and tapping the 
city Economic Development 
Corp. to negotiate CBAs on 
behalf of residents.

Jones said he would 
press for a credit union in 
the district. He would also 
stake out a preferential sta-
tus for constituents with 
minority, women and vet-
eran-owned businesses in-
terested in bidding on JFK 
contracts.

Jones, who worked as 
an aide to then-state  Assem-
blyman Gregory Meeks, en-
visioned supporting plans 
to revive the Rockaway 
Beach Long Island Rail 
Road spur and provide per-
manent and robust ferry 

service.
He, too, mentioned the 

need to balance gentrifi-
cation by supporting rent 

protections in multi-family 
homes.

Jones said he sought 
a resolution to a five-year 

legal case and served five 
months behind bars on a 
conspiracy to commit bank 
fraud charge. He publicly 
discusses this experience 
to show people can have 
success after prison.

Brown said he would 
open a community college 
on a public housing com-
plex in Rockaway, usher 
in an amusement park and 
gauge ways to support job 
providers by having bian-
nual audits of district em-
ployment.

Modeling a compre-
hensive social service dis-
trict off the Harlem Chil-
dren’s Zone also topped 
Brown’s goals.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

STATE SEN. JAMES SANDERS

Michael Reich, (r.) executive secretary of the Queens Democratic 
Party, stands with City Councilman Rory Lancman. 

Photo courtesy Rory Lancman

Sanders faces primary rematch with Jones and Brown 

Queens Dem Party on the line Sept. 9
Pundits say county organization confronts test of its might in John Liu vs. Tony Avella election
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BY JUAN SOTO

In one of the mostly 
contested Democratic pri-
mary elections this year, 
former City Councilman 
Leroy Comrie and attorney 
Munir Avery are seeking to 
unseat indicted state Sen. 
Malcolm Smith (D-Hollis).

“I am not worried 
about my trial,” said Smith 
during an interview with 
TimesLedger Newspapers. 
“I know I am innocent.”

He faces a federal re-
trial in January 2015 on 
bribery charges for trying 
to find his way onto the 
Republican line in the 2013 
mayoral race.

The incumbent’s le-
gal battle has been one of 
the  topics during the cam-
paign.

Both Comrie and Av-
ery said Smith’s upcoming 
trial will force the incum-
bent to focus more on his 
court case than on his con-

stituents.
Smith, elected to of-

fice in March 2000, has 
maintained his innocence 
and recommended his op-
ponents look at his work in 
Albany “even in my chal-
lenging year.”

“Look at the record,” 
Smith said. 

He also pointed out 
that the nonpartisan New 
York Public Interest Re-
search Group “listed me 
in the top 10 out of the 210 
members” in passing leg-
islation in both the Senate 
and state Assembly.

The incumbent for the 
14th District, which covers 
Jamaica, St. Albans, Lau-
relton, Hollis and Queens 
Village, said his constitu-
ents “can’t afford” to lose a 
senior Democratic senator. 

Smith said he was “dis-
appointed” when Comrie 
announced he was running 
for the Senate seat. 

“[Comrie] being the 
deputy borough president 
and me being in the state 

Senate with all my years of 
experience, we would have 
been a great team to benefit 

southeast Queens,” Smith 
said.

But Comrie, now spe-
cial assistant to Borough 
President Melinda Katz af-
ter leaving the deputy spot 
to run for the Senate, said 
he was saddened when he 
heard about Smith’s legal 
troubles.

The ex-lawmaker said 
Smith lost his credibility in 
the state’s capital.

The former council-
man, endorsed by Mayor 
Bill de Blasio, said it was 
crucial for the district “to 
have someone in the seat.

Avery said his deci-
sion to run became evident 
when he saw Smith side 
with the Independent Dem-
ocratic Conference.

“I wanted a Democrat 
in office,” said Munir, an 
expert on elder law.

The IDC formed a bi-
partisan coalition with 
Republicans  to control the 
Senate.

“Malcolm [Smith] 
is going to be ineffective 
whether he wins or loses 
into the future,” said Mu-
nir, who, if elected, will be-
come the first Muslim sena-
tor in New York.

As for his priorities, 
Smith said that, if re-elect-
ed, he will focus on job 
creation and education. He 
supports mayoral control of 
the schools.”

Comrie said: “I want to 
be part of the mayor issues” 
occurring next year in Al-
bany, including rent con-
trol in New York City and 
mayoral control of schools.

For Avery, one of his 
priorities will be to build 
senior centers and provide 
free legal aid to low-income 
families.

He will support legisla-
tion calling for term limits.

PRIMARY PREVIEW

BY ALEX ROBINSON

The Democratic primary be-
tween state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) and former city Comp-
troller John Liu has not only been 
one of the most closely watched 
races of the year, but one of the 
most contentious.

The two candidates for Dis-
trict 11 have not shied away from 
slinging mud at each other by en-
gaging in a heated war of words 
in the weeks leading up to the 
Sept. 9 primary.

Liu has consistently lam-
basted Avella for defecting to the 
Independent Democratic Confer-
ence, which shares power in the 
Senate with the GOP.

The former comptroller criti-
cized the coalition, claiming it 
has effectively blocked progres-
sive legislation, such as raising 
the minimum wage, the Dream 
Act and the Women’s Equality 
Act.

Avella said he left the main-
line Democrats and entered the 
IDC because the regular Demo-
crats were dysfunctional and 
membership in the breakaway 

group of senators would allow 
him to pass legislation and bring 
back more funding for the dis-
trict.

The incumbent has attacked 
Liu for $500,000 in unpaid fines 
from illegal posters in his 2009 
comptroller campaign.

Liu has claimed these fines 
were unfair and were the result 
of meddling by the Bloomberg ad-
ministration.

The Queens Democratic Par-
ty courted Liu to take on Avella 
after his defection, following 
rumors the former comptroller 
might run for Congress.

Liu quickly attracted en-
dorsements from a number of 
unions and many Queens elected 
officials, including U.S. Reps. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing), Joe 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights), 
who heads the Queens Demo-
cratic Party, and Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica).

Facing tough primaries, the 
IDC agreed to form a new coali-
tion with the Senate’s Democrats 
in June.

Democrats subsequently 
withdrew primary challenges 

to other IDC members, but the 
Queens Democratic Party and 
Liu’s campaign soldiered on de-
spite the deal.

Avella has since received 
endorsements from unions, envi-
ronmental groups and powerful 

Democrats, including Mayor Bill 
de Blasio and Rep. Steve Israel (D-
Melville).

The Working Families Party, 
which originally endorsed Liu, 
withdrew their support once the 
new deal was reached, deciding 

to stay neutral in the race.
Liu has far outraised Avella, 

garnering more than $700,000 to 
the incumbent’s $230,000, accord-
ing to state campaign finance fil-
ings.

The two candidates’ posi-
tions on most policy issues are 
identical, except for when it comes 
to standardized tests in the city’s 
specialized high schools.

Liu, a graduate of Bronx Sci-
ence HS, supports broadening 
the criteria for admissions to the 
schools, whereas Avella has stat-
ed he supports the test as is.

The Asian community, 
where Liu’s fund-raising and 
support base has been centered 
in past campaigns, makes up 33 
percent of District 11, according 
to census data.

The district is 44 percent 
white and includes Bayside, Whit-
estone, College Point, Bay Ter-
race, Douglaston, Hollis Hills and 
part of Flushing.

Reach reporter Alex Robinson 
by e-mail at arobinson@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4566.

State Sen. Tony Avella (l.) and former city Comptroller John Liu vie for the District 
11 seat. 

Photos by Christina Santucci

Smith fi ghts for political life against Comrie and Avery

Avella, Liu jostle for northeast Queens Senate seat

STATE SEN. MALCOLM SMITH
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D E M O C R AT  TO N Y  AV E L L A
I S  E N D O R S E D  BY:

M AYO R  B I L L  d e  B L A S I O

CONGRESSMAN STEVE ISRAEL
1199 SEIU
CITIZENS UNION
CWA DISTRICT 1 
EMPIRE STATE PRIDE AGENDA
LEAGUE OF HUMANE VOTERS (Top Animal 
 Rights Advocacy Organization)
NYC PATROLMEN’S BENEVOLENT ASSN.
UNIFORMED FIREFIGHTERS ASSN.
NY LEAGUE OF CONSERVATION VOTERS  
 (Top State Environmental Organization)
PLUMBERS UNION LOCAL 1 
PUBLIC EMPLOYEES FEDERATION
RWDSU / UFCW

   and   

Council of Administrators and Supervisors // Correction Officers’ 
Benevolent Association // International Union Of Elevator 
Constructors Local 1 // Fire Alarm Dispatchers Benevolent 
Association, FDNY // Local 246 SEIU Automotive/Mechanical 
// Motor Vehicle Operators Union Local 983 // Nassau County 
Sheriff’s Correction Officers Benevolent Association // NYC 
Sergeants Benevolent Assn. // New York State Supreme Court 
Officers // NYS Troopers PBA  // Uniformed EMTs, Paramedics 
and Fire Inspectors Local 2507

PHONE | 718 224-2130 
EMAIL | TonyAvellaForNewYork@gmail.com 
WEB | TonyAvellaforNY.com 
FB | /AvellaforSenate 
TWITTER | @TonyAvella

ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH,
 

VOTE FOR DEMOCRAT 
TONY AVELLA.  

R E - E L E C T  T O N Y  A V E L L A  |  D E M O C R A T  F O R  S E N A T E

N O B O D Y  W O R K S  H A R D E R  T H A N  T O N Y
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PRIMARY PREVIEW

BY ALEX ROBINSON

While S.J. Jung and 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) both reject the 
notion of ethnic politics, it 
may have a significant im-
pact on the race for the 16th 
Senate District.

Stavisky’s bizarrely 
shaped district was recently 
redistricted in 2012 so that 
it is now 53 percent Asian, 
23 percent white and 17 per-
cent Hispanic, according to 
census data. The district 
includes parts of Flushing, 
Bayside, Whitestone, Rego 
Park and Forest Hills.

Jung, a Korean-Ameri-
can activist and small busi-
ness owner, has emerged as 
a leader in the immigrant 
community and recently 
traveled to Washington to 
advocate for comprehen-
sive immigration reform.

Stavisky is also popu-
lar among her Asian con-
stituents and has received 
the support of state Assem-
blyman Ron Kim (D-Flush-

ing), who was the first Ko-
rean-American elected to 
the state Legislature.

Jung stepped down 
as president of Flushing’s 
MinKwon Center for Com-
munity Action in May to 
challenge the seven-term 
incumbent, who followed 
suit and launched her own 
campaign within days of 
Jung’s announcement.

At her own kick-off, 
Stavisky rolled out a long 
list of elected officials and 
community leaders to en-
dorse her right off the bat.

Neither candidate has 
been willing to criticize 

their opponent, and there 
is little in terms of their 
policy that differs.

Jung has said he re-
spects what Stavisky has 
done for the community, 
but that it is time for new 
leadership to boost his 
priorities to the forefront. 
Stavisky has refused to 
comment on her opponent’s 
campaign except to say he 
has been fairly quiet on the 
Women’s Equality Act.

Using the help of an 
army of volunteers and in-
terns, Jung has rolled out 
a number of policy priori-
ties, which include clean-
ing up Albany, revitalizing 
the Flushing waterfront 
and raising the minimum 
wage.

Stavisky is running on 
her record as a state legis-
lator and has said that, if 
re-elected, she will work 
toward passing the Dream 
Act, the Women’s Equality 
Act and campaign finance 
reform.

The incumbent has 

won support from a large 
number of elected offi-
cials, including U.S. Sens. 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) 
and Charles Schumer (D-
N.Y.), as well as Mayor Bill 
de Blasio.

The Working Fami-
lies Party, which endorsed 
Jung in his race for City 
Council in 2009, has thrown 
its weight behind Stavisky 
this time around.

Jung received a nod 
from lieutenant governor 
candidate Tim Wu a week 
before the primary, but has 
not received endorsements 
from other prominent elect-
ed officials.

The two are neck-
and-neck in fund-raising, 
but Jung has far outspent 
Stavisky to date. The in-
cumbent now has $170,000 
in hand, while Jung has 
$90,000.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

 BY SARINA TRANGLE

It is a case of fresh vs. 
familiar in the 30th state 
Assembly District prima-
ry.

Dmytro Fedkowskyj, a 
Community Board 5 mem-
ber, is challenging 16-year-
incumbent Margaret Mar-
key in the Sept. 9 primary 
in the western Queens dis-
trict.

Fedkowskyj’s cam-
paign has largely hinged 
on his education work, first 
on the District 24 Commu-
nity Education Council and 
then as Queens’ represen-
tative to the city Panel for 
Educational Policy.

But in recent weeks he 
has taken to calling the in-
cumbent ineffective.

Meanwhile, Markey 
has brandished support 

from the Queens County 
Democratic Party, estab-
lished elected officials and 
dozens of unions while her 
campaign touts her expe-
rience and described Fed-
kowskyj as out of touch.

It has been difficult to 
suss out where the two di-
verge on policy.

The state Board of 
Elections says about 34,589 
registered Democrats 
live in the 30th Assembly 
District, which includes 
Maspeth, Woodside and 
portions of Astoria, Long 
Island City, Middle Village 
and Sunnyside.

Markey has not faced a 
competitive primary since 
she was elected in 1988. 
City BOE results show 
Queens Assembly districts 
attracted between roughly 
3,500 and 7,160 voters in the 

2002 Democratic primary, 
the most recent to fall on 
a non-presidential elec-
tion year and also have an 
incumbent governor in a 
race.

Fedkowskyj, a Middle 
Village accountant, said he 
met many while campaign-
ing who were unaware of 
Markey.

“If I’m in office for 15 
years, people are going to 
know who I am,” he said.

Markey campaign 
spokesman Michael Arm-
strong countered that Fed-
kowskyj seemed unaware 
of how Albany works — so 
much so that he failed to 
show face in much of the 
district and publicly railed 
against Markey over a gift-
ed program at an Astoria 
school outside her district.

“This guy doesn’t even 

have a map,” Armstrong 
said, before rattling off a 
list of what he described as 
accomplishments of Mar-

key’s role on the Assembly’s 
Ways and Means Commit-
tee, including funding for 
universal pre-kindergar-

ten, a larger education bud-
get, money for commemora-
tive World’s Fair events and 
refurbishing a Long Island 
Rail Road locomotive.

Markey, who also 
chairs the Committee on 
Tourism, Parks, Arts and 
Sports Development, has 
received endorsements 
from a slew of unions and 
has amassed about $15,506 
in her war chest.

Fedkowskyj is going 
up against her with  $13,938 
in his campaign coffers and 
endorsements from the city 
Fire Marshals Benevolent 
Association, National La-
tino Officers Association 
and CEC leaders.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Assemblywoman Margaret Markey 
Photo by Christina Santucci

S.J. Jung is challenging state Sen. Toby Stavisky in District 16.

Fedkowskyj and Markey set to square off in primary

Stavisky, Jung pitch district priorities
Korean American refuses to criticize long-serving senator who is opponent in race for Senate seat

The two are neck-
and-neck in fund-
raising, but Jung 
has far outspent 
his opponent to 

date.
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re-elect

STAVISKY
SenatorToby Ann

DEMOCRAT

Senator Stavisky is 
Proudly Endorsed By:

Fighting to Pass the 
Women’s Equality Act

Working to Increase Wages and 
Build a Thriving Middle-Class

Improving Local Schools

VOTE TO

Democratic Primary: Tuesday, September 9th          
Polls open 6:00 AM to 9:00PM

www.Stavisky.com

BOROUGH PRESIDENT

MELINDA 
KATZ

STATE SENATOR

JOSE 
PERALTA

CONGRESSWOMAN

GRACE 
MENG

ASSEMBLYMAN

MICHAEL 
SIMANOWITZ

SENATOR

KRISTEN
GILLIBRAND

MAYOR

BILL
DE BLASIO

SENATOR 

CHARLES 
SCHUMER

CITY COUNCILWOMAN KAREN KOSLOWTZ - ASSEMBLYMAN FRANCISCO MOYA 
COUNCIL MEMBER JULISSA FERRARAS - CONGRESSMAN JOE CROWLEY 

ASSEMBLYMAN RON KIM - ASSEMBLYWOMAN NILY ROZIC - CITY COUNCILMAN DANIEL DROMM
CITY COUNCILMAN PETER KOO - CITY COUNCILMAN RORY LANCMAN
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The Hindu Temple Society of North America cel-
ebrated the deity Ganesh with a prayer service 
and procession around the temple. (clockwise 
from top l.) Dozens gather outside the temple 
to participate ; a woman prays at an alter af-
ter making an offering of flowers; spectators 
move in to photograph the event; an ornate 
chariot is led by a figure of a horse; a sculp-
ture of Ganesh is decorated with flowers and 
jewels; and a woman claps in rhythm with a 
drum during a dance leading the procession. 

Photos by Ken Maldonado

A Religous Experience
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Children who attend free, full-day, high-quality 
pre-K learn to problem solve, ask questions, 
and work together. 

Find out more about our two year planfor Pre-K  
for All at nyc.gov/prek.

#OpportunityStartsNow
Children born in 2010 are still eligible to apply for free, 

full-day, high-quality pre-K.
Call 311 ����/nycschoolsText “prek” to 877-877
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BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
Elected officials and educa-

tors gathered in Elmhurst this 
week to celebrate the implementa-
tion of $340 million in state grant 
money for universal pre-kinder-
garten and to call for more fund-
ing to continue expanding the 
program across New York.

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing) and City Council-
man Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) joined Tanya Sanchez, 
owner of Emilia’s Kids preschool, 
at 84-03 57th Ave., to congratulate 
the institution on being the only 
UPK center in Queens to have 
received additional funding from 
the state Department of Educa-
tion to expand its program.

The school received more 
than $157,000 that will allow it 
to increase its number of pre-K 
seats to 24 full-day and 11 half-
day slots.

“Today is a day to celebrate 
and say congratulations to Emil-
ia’s,” said Dromm, who serves as 

chairman of the Council’s Educa-
tion Committee. “I’m very proud 
to have this in my district.”

Emilia’s Kids was the only 
private Queens preschool to be 
awarded money as part of the 
state’s initiative to invest $1.5 bil-
lion over five years to create more 
pre-K seats for 4-year-olds across 
the state. The first round of fund-
ing dispersed a total of $40 million 
to 81 schools and districts around 
New York, including more than 
$294 million that was awarded to 
New York City public schools to 
create more seats.

Stavisky and Dromm said 
the lack of space available for ad-
ditional seats in public schools 
has led to an increase in the 
amount of  funding and interest 
from parents in private and non-
profit facilities.

“We really had to have pri-
vate and nonprofit schools step 
up to meet the needs for space,” 
Dromm said.

The city announced Wednes-
day that nine pre-K sites around 

the five boroughs would not open 
as expected due to safety or in-
tegrity concerns. Three sites in 
Queens — Alpha Academy and 
Rising Starts Islamic School in 

Jamaica and Queens Early Child-
hood Center in Springfield Gar-
dens — were among those nine 
facilities to lost their contracts.

The lawmakers also called 

on the state to provide more fund-
ing to other pre-K sites around 
the borough and said the neigh-
borhoods that have large immi-
grant populations, where many 
children are not native to Eng-
lish, would be better served.

“I firmly believe nothing is 
more important than preparing 
young people for the job mar-
ket, the economy and, if they so 
choose, college,” said Stavisky, a 
former high school teacher who 
now sits on the Senate’s Commit-
tee for Higher Education. “I’m ab-
solutely convinced that the mayor 
and the governor are correct in 
believing that UPK will solve the 
problems we see today later on 
down the road in education. That 
all starts right here in this build-
ing.”

Sanchez said she is hoping 
to also be able to open more pre-K 
slots by October.

Reach reporter Kelsey Dur-
ham at 718-260-4573 or by e-mail at 
kdurham@cnglocal.com.

State Sen. Toby Stavisky (l.) stands with Tanya Sanchez (c.), owner of Emilia’s 
Kids in Elmhurst. The preschool was the only one in Queens to receive state 
funds to accommodate more children. 

Pols celebrate pre-K funding from state in Elmhurst 
More seats open as city prepares to begin fi rst year of universal pre-Kindergarten program

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary Hospital is collaborating with the Jewish Community
to provide the best end-of-life care.

To learn more, visit http://yu.edu/riets/end-of-life-care 
and www.calvaryhospital.org, or call 718-518-2000.

Calvary Hospital’s End-of-Life Halachic Advisory Program provides families 
and community rabbis with rabbinic consultation about the intricate laws 
that govern terminally ill patients. Observant patients and families who 
choose care at Calvary Hospital or our Home Hospice, can look forward 
to things such as a Kosher Food Pantry, expert end-of-life care from 
Calvary‘s two Orthodox Rabbis, and Shabbos housing and prayer 
services at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine of Yeshiva University.

Calvary and Yeshiva University’s affiliated Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological 
Seminary (RIETS) have formed this collaboration to help all Jews get the 
best possible end-of-life care under Halakha. RIETS rabbinic experts are 
available 24/7 to provide people with Halachic advice and to interact with 
Calvary’s rabbis.
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Classes begin Monday, Sept. 8th!!!

132-19 14th Ave., College Point (Located in the Whitepoint Shopping Center)

@

Classical Ballet, Pointe, Lyrical, Contemporary, Modern, Tap, 

Jazz, Acrobatics, Breakdancing, Hip-Hop, Musical Theater, 

Jumps, Leaps & Turns, Salsa Calena, Vocal, Drama, Aerial Classes,

All Boys Classes, Adult Classes, Toddler Classes, Combo Classes, Mommy & Me, 

Private Lessons, Competition Teams (available by invitation/audition)

FREE 
Ballet, Tap or Jazz for boys 

registered for Hip Hop, 

Breakdancing or Acrobatics

NEW 

Vocal, Drama, 

Salsa Calena & 

Aerial Classes

FALL REGISTRATION 
Don’t wait until the last minute to register as many classes have already fi lled! 
Registration Hours: 

New Location
w/4 Large Dance 

Studios, 
Dance Retail Store 

& More!!!!



TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity 
of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not 
responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. ̂ ^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!
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CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

$13,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#1034

$10,995
CIVIC'12 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
31k miles, Stk#5650

$15,995
ROGUE'13 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
11k miles, Stk#7453

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
CAMARO'14 CHEVY

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#6879

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
21k miles, Stk#1404

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

BUY 
FOR:$103

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

COROLLA2013 TOYOTA

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

CRV2011 HONDA

Stk# 4923, 24k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995

328i xdrive2013 BMW

Stk# 3881, 18k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

ALTIMA2013 NISSAN

Stk# 1226, 20k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 3824, 14k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

ML-3502011 MERCEDES

Stk# 5589, 25k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$22,888

PILOT LX2011 HONDA

Stk# 5210, 23k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$14,995

ESCAPE2012 FORD

Stk# 7278, 72k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$10,995

$8,995
ELANTRA'13 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 
28k miles, Stk#3640

RAV42011 TOYOTA

Stk# 1066, 48k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$9,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2011 ACURA MDX

Stk#1321, 48k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$21,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2001 Honda Civic, 81k  73406 $2,995
 2000 Honda Civic, 136k 83850 $2,995
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2004 Lexus IS 300, 84k 40087448 $4,995
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM! 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
2010 Honda Fit, 17k 1037 $6,395 
2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $10,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $11,500
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995 
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2013 ACURA TL

Stk# 7918, 18k mi.

BUY 
FOR: $17,995

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us,  We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995 
 2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee, 19k 1934 $16,900 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $16,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $18,995
 2012 Infiniti G37x, 9k 7774 $19,595

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Grand Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $12,995
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $13,995

BUY 
FOR:

EXPLORER2014 FORD

$22,995
Stk# 8588, 4k mi.

BUY 
FOR:$139

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD2014 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE
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BY BILL PARRY

Straphangers in Long 
Island City got their G train 
service restored Tuesday 
morning after a five-week 
shutdown.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
closed down the Greenpoint 
subway tube that runs un-
der Newtown Creek and 
connects LIC with Brook-
lyn to perform critical 
work still needed after the 
tunnel was flooded by Hur-
ricane Sandy in fall 2012.

“Superstorm Sandy’s 
devastating impact on our 
subway network posed 
a challenge never before 
faced by our organization,” 
New York City Transit 
President Carmen Bianco 
said. “However, we rose to 
this challenge and are re-
building our system better 
and stronger than before.”

The full-phase closure 
of the tunnel began July 25 
to allow crews to make the 
$84 million “Fix&Fortify” 
repairs to the damaged 
tubes that were flooded 
with more than 3 million 
gallons of saltwater. The 
Greenpoint tube was one of 
nine of the system’s 14 un-
derwater tunnels that sus-
tained extensive damage 
to tracks, signals, water 
pumps and other sensitive 
equipment that were com-
pletely submerged by the 15 
feet of water.

Crews from every ma-
jor division of the Depart-
ment of Subways installed 
more than 14,000 feet of con-
tinuous welded track, in-
stalled 128,000 feet of cable 
and wire that had corroded 
from the inside after the 
exposure to saltwater and 
replaced integrated fiber 
optic cable.

“The timely restora-
tion of G service and the in-
frastructure improvements 
completed during the shut-
down are a testament to our 
team’s hard work,” Depart-
ment of Subways Vice Pres-
ident Joe Leader said. “I 
thank each and every one 

of the hundreds of employ-
ees who worked so hard 
over the past five weeks to 
get the job done.”

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Astoria), MTA 
officials and elected lead-
ers rode the first train out 
of Court Square thanking 
riders for their patience. 
“This is an exciting day 
because the G train is back 
and better than ever,” Ma-
loney said. “The $84 mil-
lion in repairs, which were 
entirely federally funded, 
have made the G train 
more resilient to any future 
extreme weather occur-
rences.”

The G train averages 
more than 100,000 riders 
during the work week, rid-
ers who had to rely on shut-
tle buses to get to and from 
work.

“I always say shuttle 
buses are a scary alterna-
tive for riders,” Straphang-
ers Campaign spokesman 
Gene Russianoff said. “You 
always know where your 
subway is going, but with 
shuttle buses you’re never 
quite sure where you’re go-
ing to end up or whether 
you’re even on the right 
bus.”

Overall, the MTA has 
been allocated nearly $3.8 
billion in funding from the 
Federal Transit Adminis-
tration for repair, resilien-
cy and disaster relief work.

Meanwhile, riders of 
the Q103 bus, which con-
nects Long Island City with 
Astoria, is just one public 
hearing away from becom-
ing permanent.

The agency introduced 
extended hours and week-
end service on a trial basis 
this summer, taking riders 
past Socrates Sculpture 
Park, the Noguchi Muse-
um, the Chocolate Factory 
theater and other cultural 
institutions as well as sev-
eral waterfront parks along 
the East River.

The Q103 also provides 
transportation options for 
many who live far from the 
subway.

State Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria), who 
lobbied for years for the 
extended service, said, “At 
long last permanent week-
end service and extended 
hours for the Q103 are in 
sight. Though not yet final, 
the overwhelming support 
for this initiative from the 
community and local cul-
tural institutions leaves me 
optimistic that the extend-
ed summer service will be 
made permanent when the 
MTA makes its decision.

“I look forward to 
joining western Queens 
residents, museums, parks 
and theaters in celebrating 
these permanent service 
upgrades soon.”

An MTA worker makes repairs to wiring along the G train tunnel 
that connects Long Island City and Greenpoint, Brooklyn. 

Photo courtesy Marc A. Hermann/MTA

G-train’s back in service
while the Q103 will stay
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After many years of dedicated service at this location, the 
QUINN-FOGARTY FUNERAL HOME  

will be re-locating.

We are excited to be at  
our new and modern facilities located at

192-15 NORTHERN BOULEVARD, FLUSHING, NEW YORK 11358 
208-17 NORTHERN BOULEVARD, NEW YORK 11361

we will be sharing the facilities with  
FREDERICK FUNERAL HOME and HARDEN FUNERAL HOME

because these firms are proud dignity memorial® providers,  
your funeral pre-arrangements are safe and secure.

QUINN-FOGARTY FUNERAL HOME will continue to serve  
our community and honor all pre-arrangements  

at our new locations.

we welcome the opportunity to have you visit us  
or contact us at our new facilities. 

our telephone number remains the same 718-353-5166 
robert j. hogan

$CASH$$CASH$
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Come See What’s New at Nadia’s! 

 

For Schedule and Additional Information: Call  (718) 279-3980 or visit us at 
NadiaDance.net �

BAYBRIDGE COMMONS SHOPPING CENTER 
208-42 Cross Island Parkway, Bayside, NY 11360           (718) 279-3980 

 

Open House Celebration – Saturday September 6th 

Join us as we kick off our 12th amazing year and 2nd in our expanded space!  
Free trial classes, demonstrations, raffles and more! 

10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

Still Accepting Registration

Classes Begin the week of  
September 8th!

Monday through Friday  
3:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Saturdays  
9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Welcome Back! Studio Hours

Open House Celebration — Saturday September 6th
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BY BILL PARRY

Food pantries and soup 
kitchens across the city are turn-
ing away the hungry because they 
do not have enough food on their 
shelves to distribute.

The City Council has recog-
nized the crisis and is launching 
a $1.3 million food pantry initia-
tive and, in addition, 33 Council 
members rallied residents in 
their districts to take part in a 
food drive.

“In a city with millions, it is 
a tragedy to have had nearly half 
of our pantries turn away people 
in need over the last year because 
they did not have enough food for 
distribution,” Councilwoman Ju-
lissa Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst) 
said. “Together, with my Coun-
cil colleagues and our advocates 
against hunger, I look forward to 
ensuring all food pantries across 
all five boroughs are adequately 
prepared to address this citywide 
crisis.”

The Council announced the 
“Fill Up the Food Banks” drive 
in honor of Mother Teresa’s 104th 
birthday, which was Aug. 26. 
Each of the 33 Council members 
are asking their constituents to 
participate by donating non-per-
ishable food supplies at drop-offs 
across the city.

“This food drive and pantry 
initiative will bring us one step 
closer to closing the inequal-
ity gap and ending food poverty,” 
Ferreras said.

It is the first Council-wide 
effort to help stock the city’s food 
banks. They are calling on their 
constituents to drop off cereal, 
powdered milk, canned soup, 
canned meat, canned vegetables, 
pasta and peanut butter.

Donors can bring the food-
stuffs to three locations across 
Ferreras’ 21st District. The 115th 
Precinct, at 92-15 Northern Blvd., 
the Action Missions Ministry 
Food Pantry, at 102-18 34th Ave., 
and Ferreras’ district office, at 

32-33A Junction Blvd., are all ac-
cepting donations. 

Councilman I. Daneek Miller 
(D-St. Albans) is also taking part 
in the food drive.

“Traveling through Queens 
and, in fact, the entire city of New 

York, one can be overwhelmed by 
the amount of people served by 
our food pantries,” he said.

In announcing the campaign, 
Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Vi-
verito (D-Manhattan) said, “Food 
security is a basic human right, 

yet every night far too many New 
Yorkers go to bed hungry. Food 
pantries are a vital resource in 
the fight against hunger, but city-
wide supply shortages and rising 
food costs have severely depleted 
their ability to serve New Yorkers 
in need of assistance.”

The crisis was exacerbated 
when the federal government 
cut funding for its food stamps 
program in November, reducing 
benefits to an average of $1.40 per 
person per meal.

Ferreras added that naming 
the food drive in honor of Mother 
Teresa was fitting.

“Mother Teresa dedicated 
her entire life to helping others,” 
Ferreras said. “As we commemo-
rate her birthday, it is a great 
time for us to think about her 
legacy and lend a helping hand to 
our fellow New Yorkers in need. 
Together, we can make a major 
impact in the fight to end food in-
equality.”

City Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras calls for residents to donate non-perishable 
food supplies. 

Photo courtesy Ferreras

Ferreras, Council tackle crisis in city food pantries
Half understocked as hungry people turned away empty-handed because shelves are empty

Our Technicians 
Are Proven Pros 

With Certifi cation 
From ASE And 

N.Y. State 
Recognized

NYS
INSPECTION

STATION

BARNEY’S SERVICE STATION
200-05 Horace Harding Exp. Bayside
(Corner of Francis Lewis Blvd. and L.I.E. (Westbound)

Before You Choose An Auto 
Repair Service Station 

Please Call 
The BBB (212) 533-6200 

MEMBER OF 
BETTER 

BUSINESS 
BUREAU

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL

FALL SPECIAL BRAKE SERVICE 
SPECIAL

FLUSH COOLING 
SYSTEM

New Anti-Freeze

Battery Pads or Reline Shoes

Dex Cool Anti-Freeze Add $10.00

Only 

$24
Reg. $29.95

$79 $99
$49

Dex-Cool 

Add $10

Most Foreign & 

Domestic Cars 

Includes:  

IO Point Safety 

Check and Up To 5 

Quarts Motor Oil

Rotate tires 
$10.00  extra

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 10.5.14

$20 

Additional For 

Semi-Metallic

TONY PANVINI,
OWNER

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 10.5.14

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 10.5.14

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 10.5.14

Serving

Bayside 

For Over

25 Years
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BTGRAND OPENING SEPTEMBER 3RD!
  BAYSIDE

FREE WAX OFFER
During our Grand Opening Week, all wax services are complimentary
Visit waxcenter.com, click location/Bayside and join our Grand Opening Guest List

REVEALING 
BEAUTIFUL SKIN®

Bayside / 718-631-0900
38-46 Bell Blvd. Bayside, NY 11361

europeanwax

waxcenter.com
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Tips for those providing 
long-distance care

Caring for an elderly 
friend or family 
member is not easy. 

It may only get more diffi -
cult when a caregiver lives 
far away. 

Long-distance caregiv-
ing may not be ideal for the 
patient or the caregiver, but 
it’s sometimes the only op-
tion. Long-distance care-
givers can expect their out-
of-pocket expenses to be 
higher, as the cost of travel 
alone is likely to be consid-
erable. Long-distance care-
giving may not be ideal, but 
here are some tips to help 
those entrusted with caring 
for an elderly friend or fam-
ily member from afar.

Make sure your loved 

one’s home is safe. When 
you get the chance to visit 
your loved one’s home, 
make the most of that visit 
and ensure his home is 
safe. If he has trouble doing 
things around the house, 
address any of these issues 
before you return home. 
It can help to install some 
grab bars in the bathroom 
or purchase a shower seat 
to reduce the risk of fall-
ing in the shower. In addi-

tion, make sure handrails 
inside and outside the home 
are secure. If they’re loose, 
tighten them so they pro-
vide adequate support.

Clean up around the 

house. Your loved one may 
not be ablel keep up with his 
chores around the house. A 
dirty home can be depress-
ing, so clean up around the 
house to brighten the home 
and reduce the risk of an in-
sect or rodent infestation.

Be ready for a crisis. 

No one wants to imagine a 
situation in which her loved 
one has an emergency, but 
caregivers need to do just 
that. Have someone you can 
count on nearby to check on 
your friend or family mem-
ber if you suddenly can-
not reach him. Introduce 
yourself to your loved one’s 
next-door neighbor or meet 
a close friend who lives 
nearby that you can contact 
should your friend or fam-
ily member prove diffi cult 

Make a list of medica-

tions and update it regu-

larly. Seniors often take 
certain medications, and 
caregivers should make a 
list of these medications, 

periodically updating the 
list if anything changes.

Make sure your loved 

one has a cellphone. 
Though it might seem hard 
to believe, some people, es-
pecially the elderly, still do 
not have cellular phones. 
When serving as a long-dis-
tance caregiver, it’s impera-
tive that you can easily and 
routinely reach your friend 
or relative. Age might make 
it hard for him to get to 
a land line, so be sure he 
has a cellphone that he can 
carry with him at all times. 
Program important num-
bers, including your own 
number, as well as his phy-
sician’s, and a neighbor’s or 
nearby relative’s number, 
into the phone.

Stay in touch with his 

physician. A physician 
might not be able to share 
all the details of your loved 
one’s condition, you can 
keep in touch with him to 
stay abreast of how your 
loved one is doing. A phy-
sician can help you tailor 
your caregiving to best 
manage the senior’s needs, 
adjusting that plan as need 
be.  

americanheart.org
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Flexor digitorum
profumdus

Twig to joint

Flexor digitorum
superfi cialis

Hook of hamafe

Deep branch of ulnar nerve

Twig to 4th lumbrical

Deep transverse
metacarpal ligament

Pisometacarpal
Pisohamate

Ligaments

Pisiform
Median nerve

Ulnar nerve

Palmar ligament (Plate)

Fibrous digital sheath

Palmar ligament (plate)

Collateral ligament

Tubercle of scaphiod

Tubercle of trapezium

Articular capsule

Radial artery
Three perforating arteries

Palmar ligament (Plate)

Flex retin

We Now Have
COLD LASER

Most
Insurances
Accepted

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.
Call now for a 
“FREE CONSULTATION” 
to see how our technologies
may benefi t you.

If you have
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

or its Symptoms

With this ad, expires in 30 days

www.northshorerehabilitation.com

Matos Rodríguez  
was selected by the CUNY 
board of trustees in June 
for the position after former 
President James Muyskens 
stepped down at the end of 
last year.

He was president of 
Hostos Community College 
in the Bronx for five years 
before getting the nod to 
lead Queens College.

“There’s always a spe-
cial bond when you come 
in with the new class of stu-
dents and faculty. There’s a 
sense we’re all freshman,” 
he said. “In a way, I’m a 
transfer student coming 
from another school.”

Matos Rodríguez got 
his Ph.D. in history at Co-
lumbia University before 
going on to teach at a num-
ber of schools, including 
Yale, Northeastern Univer-
sity and Boston College.

He started his CUNY 
career in 2000 at Hunter 
College as director of the 
Center for Puerto Rican 
Studies.

The new Queens Col-
lege president also served 
as cabinet secretary of the 
Department of Family Ser-
vices in his native Puerto 
Rico for two years between 
stints at CUNY.

Matos Rodríguez said 
he was excited to have the 
opportunity to come to 
Queens College, which was 
recently named second on 
Washington Monthly’s list 
of “Best Bang for the Buck,” 
ranking schools nationwide 
on affordability and quality 
of education.

“The great blessing 
for me is that I’m coming 
to an institution that has 
a national reputation, stel-
lar faculty and the best stu-
dents in the CUNY system,” 
he said. “So I think my chal-
lenge is to work with the 
faculty, staff, students to 
take that to the next level.”

Matos Rodríguez said 
under his leadership, Hos-
tos Community College 
was able to start a number 
of programs which helped 
provide students with a va-
riety of services and make 
their experience on campus 
smoother. The new presi-
dent refused to take credit 

for any of the programs as 
they all sprouted out of stu-
dents’ ideas.

“Listening to the stu-
dents and finding ways to 
make their experiences 
better makes their chances 
for graduation and success 
higher,” he said.

Matos Rodríguez said 
his first job at Queens Col-
lege will be to apply those 
listening skills.

“It’s important to me 
to spend time listening 
to the faculty, the staff, 
alumni stakeholders and 
community leaders to get a 
sense from them as to what 
is working, what I should 
continue and expand, as 
well as the things we need 
to improve,” he said.

Matos Rodríguez, 
whose background is in 
Latin American and Carib-
bean history, said he hopes 
the school will give him the 
opportunity to teach again, 
but does not expect to be-
fore the spring semester.

The new president cur-
rently lives in Westchester 
County and does not have 
any plans to move to 
Queens in the near future, 
as he does not want to dis-

rupt his children’s educa-
tion. He also said any fu-
ture decision on where the 
family lives would be out of 
his hands.

“I might be the presi-
dent of Queens College, but 
in my household I defer to a 
higher authority, who is my 
wife,” he said.

He spent his first day 
welcoming new students, 
becoming acquainted with 
campus and attending an 
event for new faculty. He 
said he knows a number of 
the faculty in Queens just 
from being in the CUNY 
community, but is excited 
to learn more about the 
school and borough.

“It’s a school the com-
munity feels ownership of 
and we want to continue 
building upon that so 
people see the connection 
that if things are good at 
Queens College, it’s good 
for the borough.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Rodriquez
BY BILL PARRY

One Court Square, the iconic 51-story tower in Long 
Island City, has been sold.

Controlling interest in the 1.5-million-square-foot, 
Class A office and retail building was acquired by Savan-
na, a New York-based real estate private equity and asset 
management firm.

David Werner and his investor group, which sold the 
interest, will also remain a partner in the deal.

“We are delighted to bring in Savanna as a partner 
in this unique building,” Werner said. “Savanna has a 
great track record in adding value to New York invest-
ments, and we look forward to our partnership with them 
on One Court Square.”

The green-tinted tower, also known as the Citibank 
Building, rises 658 feet, making it the tallest building in 
New York state outside Manhattan. Designed by the ar-
chitecture firm of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill LLP, One 
Court Square was built by Turner Construction in 1989.

“We are thrilled to announce the acquisition of this 
terrific asset in Long Island City,” Savanna Managing 
Partner Nicholas Bienstock said. “One Court Square not 
only features attractive building amenities and conve-
nient transportation access, but it is also located in the 
heart of Long Island City, which has transformed over 
the past 10 years into one of the most attractive, up-and-
coming residential and office markets in the city.”

One Court Square features unparalleled views of 
the Manhattan skyline plus a subway station below the 
building’s atrium that provides direct access to midtown 
Manhattan in less than three minutes aboard the E and 
M subway lines. 

Tower in LIC sold
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Model Homes Open Daily 10-6
Arverne By The Sea

• Starting at $599,000*
• Income-Producing Two-Family Homes
• Beachfront Living 
• Rooftop Terraces
• 20-year tax abatement
• Designer Upgrades ¶
• Gourmet Granite & Stainless Kitchens¶
• Free Membership to YMCA**

Arverne By The Sea

6306 Beach Front Road | Queens, NY 11692
888.536.5537 | ArverneByTheSea.com 

The New Baja Model

The complete terms are in offering plans available from the Sponsor HO6-0020, HO7-0035, Benjamin Beechwood Breakers, LLC. Benjamin Beechwood Dunes, LLC. Rockaway Beach Blvd., Arverne, NNY.  
*Prices and availability are subject to change without notice.  **Free 1 year YMCA membership with home purchase. ¶ The Baja owners units include granite & stainless kitchens/designer upgrades.

Th B jThe Baja

    Starting at 

$599,000*

THE WINDSOR SCHOOL

37-02 Main Street

Flushing, NY 11354

718.359.8300

www.thewindsorschool.com 

Call for additional information regarding admission.

STILL 
ACCEPTING 

APPLICATIONS 
FOR 2014-15
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

For its fourth annual event, 
Rockaway’s Honey Fest plans 
to spread its wings and send 
its sweet celebration beyond 
Queens’ borders into Manhat-
tan and Brooklyn as well.

New York City’s first Honey 

Week kicks off Monday and in-
cludes nearly two dozen apian-re-
lated activities from bee costume 
making workshops to a five-
course honey-themed dinner. 

“Our ambition is to reach 
more people than just those who 
venture out to the Rockaways,” 
said Steve Rogenstein, one of the 

organizers of Honey Week. “We 
are going to have food-related, 
educational and interactive ac-
tivities.”

The beach will remain a 
hive of activity during the day-
long festival Sept. 13 that brings 
together city beekeepers, food, 
arts and crafts as well as a bee-

product marketplace on Beach 
97th Street and the Boardwalk. 

“September is National 
Honey Month,” said Rogenstein. 
“And it’s a great time to go to 
the beach. You’re not going to be 
swarmed by hordes of people.”

All puns aside, mid-Septem-
ber also coincides with the sec-
ond honey harvest of the season, 
which occurs in late summer, 
said Rogenstein. 

Things kick off for the 
grownups Monday with the 
Queen Bee Cocktail Classic at 
NY Distilling Co. in Brooklyn. 

Mixologists from across 
the city will whip up honey and 
locally distilled alcoholic cre-
ations. Participates can sample 
honey-influenced nibbles as 
they sip. 

Other Brooklyn events in-
clude the Busy Bee Costume-
Building and farm visit Sept. 10 
in Building 92 of the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard, a Sept. 10 discussion 
on the role of honeybees in urban 

areas as part of the Gowanus 
Canal Conservancy’s lecture 
series, an Intro-to-Beekeeping 
Class Sept. 14 at the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard and a Honey Infusion 
Workshop and Tasting Sept. 14 
at the Brooklyn Grange Rooftop 
Farm. 

Manhattan plays host to a 

Queens 
buzzes buzzes 
with activity

Rockaways’ annual apian celebration moves 
across city during upcoming Honey Week festival

Continued on Page 44

TimesLedger, September 5-11, 2014

A visitor to Brooklyn Grange’s rooftop garden checks out bees from one of 
the hives. Photo courtesy Anastasia Cole Plakias

IF YOU GO
NYC Honey Week

When: Sept. 8 - Sept. 14
Where: Various locations 
around Queens, Brooklyn and 
Manhattan, including Rockaway 
Beach for Honey Fest on Sept. 13.
Cost: Reservations are required 
for nearly all activities. Most 
events are free or are by 
suggested donation. Tickets to 
tastings and dinners range from 
$45 up to $125 per person
Website: www.nychoneyweek.
com for more info and to 
register for events

 Sudoku 40
 Arts & Entertainment 40
 Crossword Puzzle 44
 Guide to Dining 45 Guide to Dining 45
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Answers in Sports

110% OFF0% OFF
DINNERDINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

• Not to be combined with any other offer.

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Back to SchoolBack to School
at Aunt Bella’sat Aunt Bella’s
SPECIAL CHILDREN’S MENU

For $5.95 children under 12 Will have their
choice of: Baked Ziti, Ravioli or Pasta

(whole wheat or semolina) with meatballs,
meat sauce or broccoli, garlic and oil

TO CELEBRATE THE BEGINING OF THE SCHOOL YEAR,
AUNT BELLA’S WILL BE OFFERING

JOIN US WEEKDAYS THROUGH SEPT. 12TH

AS WE GIVE A FREE NOTEBOOK
TO ANY CHILD UNDER 12 — EAT-IN ONLY

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening in 

Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

EVENTS

Farmer’s Market Fridays 
— Fresh, local and seasonal 
products available every Friday.
When: Fridays, 8:30 am - 4 pm, 
through Nov. 21
Where: Queens Botanic Garden, 
Main Street and Dahlia Avenue, 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Queens Bocce Tournament 
— Individuals and groups, 
beginners or experts are invited 
to participate. Everything is 
provided. Winning teams will 
represent Queens in the citywide 
championship Sept. 20. Register 
at qnsbocce.eventbrite.com
When: Saturday, Sept. 6, arrive 
at 8 am, play begins at 9 am
Where: Juniper Valley Park, 
Middle Village
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Yoga on the Beach — Beginner 
hatha yoga class. Bring a mat, 
large towel or blanket.
When: Saturdays, 8 am - 9 am, 
through Sept. 6
Where: Beach 108th Street and 
Boardwalk, Rockaway Beach
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

GrowNYC Greenmarket — 
Farm-fresh vegetables and 
seasonal produce available 
every Saturday.
When: Saturdays, 8 am - 4 pm, 
through Nov. 22
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Sunday Tai Chi in Socrates 
Sculpture Park — Certifi ed 
instructors from the Taoist Tai Chi 
Society lead these weekly classes.
When: Sundays, from 11 am - 

noon, through Sept. 28
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Nocturnal Wildlife — The Urban 
Park Rangers will lead a tour of 
Alley Pond Park, which comes 
alive at night with raccoons, 
bats and sometimes owls. 
When: Sunday, Sept. 7, at 7 pm
Where: Alley Pond Park Adventure 
Center, Oakland Gardens, enter at 
Winchester Boulevard under the 
Grand Central Parkway
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

MUSIC

“A Banner Bicentennial” — As 
part of the Five Boroughs Music 
Festival, celebrate the 200th 
birthday of “The Star Spangled 
Banner,” with four vocalists and 
a pianist tracing American song 
during the last two centuries.
When: Friday, Sept. 5, at 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $25, $20/members and 
Queens residents, $10/students

Continued on Page 42
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Join us every Wednesday 
for lunch or dinner 

and the kids eat on us!
Free small pizza with the purchase of an entree

Kids under 12. Dine-in only. No substitutions. 
Cannot be combined with other offers.

THURSDAYS
HALF PRICE 

BOTTLE OF WINE
Choose from any bottle on our list

Open Tuesday through Saturday, Noon to 10 pm
Sunday, Noon to 9 pm

21-64 Utopia Parkway
Whitestone, NY
(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)

718-224-0200
PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.comPIZZERIA

20% OFF
CATERING!

From delectable appetizers to delicious 
entreés, our catering is guaranteed to 

satisfy guests of all ages!

Catering for all occasions 
and all budgets available.

FREE DELIVERY

 
The Broadway revival of 

“This is Our Youth,” by Ken-

neth Lonergan, brings back 
memories of The Outrageous 

Fortune Co., my theater com-
pany which produced 50 contem-
porary plays of significance over 
17 years (1993-2010) at what was 
then called Queens Theatre 

in the Park.  For those of you 
who remember those good-old-
not-so-long-ago days, you can’t 
remember “This is Our Youth.”  
We wanted to do it but never got 
the rights.

Most plays, going back 
more or less to the 1920s are un-
der copyright protection, so if 

you want to perform them, you 
have to get permission.  Pay-
ing a fee — a royalty — usually 
is enough to get you a contract.  
Non-professionals, that is those 
who do without members of Ac-

tors’ Equity, apply to such plac-
es as Dramatists Play Service 
or Samuel French.  However, 
if your company is in New York 
City or a couple of other major cit-
ies, the agent for the playwright 
gets to make the final decision.  
In this instance, Lonergan’s 
agent turned us down.  Don’t ask 
me why, but it’s easy for an agent 
to say no when it’s not a money-
making project.

The works of William 

Shakespeare, however, are per-
formed all the time — this year in 
NYC there were at least three ma-
jor productions of “King Lear” — 
as well as those by Anton Chek-

hov and other classic old timers. 
No copyright stands in your way 
and no payment is required to the 
playwrights’ heirs.  Perhaps they 

didn’t have the right lawyer.
Which brings me to two of 

my constant themes — hey, I’ve 
been writing this column since 
2007 and sometimes I have the 
urge to repeat myself in the hope 
that someone will pay attention.  
One theme is the surprising lack 
of contemporary plays regularly 
produced in Queens and on Long 
Island.  There seems to be a reluc-
tance to choose these plays, either 
due to the title’s unfamiliarity, 
the use of “adult” language or 
the provocative material itself.  
Many companies claim that their 
audiences want to see only those 
plays they are familiar with. I dis-
agree.

The fact is that lots of good 
plays are produced in Manhattan, 
generally Off Broadway, and are 
well-acted and well-reviewed.  But 
most of them have a limited run 
— without a “celebrity” star, it’s 
tough to make a buck.  Bringing 
them across the river to Queens, 
with our lower production costs, 

venues easier to get to at a much 
lower ticket price, and a younger 
and more diverse audience eager 
for something new, makes a lot of 
sense.   

I am often asked to name 
my favorite Outrageous Fortune 
Company choices, an imposing 
task, but let me mention two from 
my 16th season, “Yellow Face,” by 
David Henry Hwang and “Our 
Lady of 121st Street,” by Stephen 

Adly Guirgis.  Both are by prom-
inent playwrights, are dramas 
with much comedy, have some-
thing to say as well as entertain, 
and in reflection of our city’s de-
mographics, have roles for non-
white actors. I recently saw the 
latest Guirgis play, “Between Riv-
erside and Crazy,” at the Atlantic 

Theatre — don’t miss it if it gets 
renewed.

Another play I recommend 
is “Clybourne Park,” a Pulitzer 
Prize and Tony Award winner 
by Bruce Norris.  According to 
American Theatre Magazine, 

it’s one of the most produced 
plays in America — just not here.  
It’s a followup, sort of, to Lor-

raine Hansberry’s “A Raisin in 
the Sun,” in two acts set 50 years 
apart, about a changing neighbor-
hood.  I’m sure you’d rather see 
that than more of the same old 
stuff. 

One of our very few daring 
companies, my favorite in Long 
Island City, is the Variations 

Theatre Group at the Chain 

Theatre.  From Sept. 12 - 27, they 
will perform “Talk Radio,” by 
Eric Bogosian, about a contro-
versial shock jock. If you made 
it this far, you’ll want to know 
my other consistent theme.  Yes, 
it’s the lack of real theater space 
in Queens. And I have had no re-
sponse from on high to my plea, 
along with an editorial, for more 
theater venues.  The quest contin-
ues.

Contact Ron Hellman at RB-
HOFC@gmail.com

Boro’s theater scene where everything old is new again
Outrageous licensing fees to blame for lack of contemporary plays for Queens audiences

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing
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“Come Run, Walk or Stroll 
with us as we join with 

Visions and Shareing & Careing” 

This year is totally different. Visions and Shareing
& Careing are joining with us. All money raised

will be evenly divided between the 2 groups.
Partial proceeds of this event will benefit Queens services of VISIONS/Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired. 

After the Run which is to celebrate cancer 
survivors and the vision impaired 
we will have the Memorial Service 

for the 9/11 First Responders.

72-02 Astoria Blvd.
East Elmhurst, NY 11370

For information contact: Ed Horn at 718 278 3240

Registration Available Online at: 
www.stmichaelscemetery.com or By Mail

Saturday, September 13th at 3:00 PM
Fee: Participants $25

Registration begins at 10:00 AM
— Children 10 & under FREE —

Refreshments provided

Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

New York Classical Quartet 
— Violinists Judson Griffi n and 
Margaret Ziemnicka, violist 
Chiu-Chen Liu and cellist David 
Bakamjian perform pieces by 
Haydn.
When: Friday, Sept. 12, at 6 pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 
Rufus King Park, Jamaica
Cost: $25/advance, $30/at door
Contact: (718) 206-0545
Website: www.kingmanor.org

The Replacements — The 
Minneapolis-based band brings 
its 1980s alternative sound to 
Forest Hills. Also
When: Friday, Sept. 19, at 6:30 
pm
Where: Forest Hills Stadium, 
Forest Hills
Cost: $59.50
Website: www.
foresthillsstadium.com

Jason Mraz and Raining 
Jane in All Five Boroughs — 
The Grammy award-winning 
singer performs shows in each 
borough including this stop in 

Queens. 
When: Friday, Sept. 19, at 8 pm
Where: Kupferberg Center for 
the Arts, Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $75 - $25
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

FILM

Movie Night at Crocheron 
Park — Bring a low chair 
or blanket for a showing of 
“Despicable Me 2.”
When: Friday, Sept. 5, at 8 pm
Where: Crocheron Park, 35th 
Avenue and Cross Island 
Parkway, Bayside
Cost: Free
Website; www.nycgovparks.org
 
Lots o’ Fun with Fleischer 
Studios: Outdoor Classic 
Cartoons Night — A family-
friendly program of several 
cartoon fi lms produced by New 
York City’s Max Fleischer Studio 
during the 1920s and 1930s.
When: Saturday, Sept. 6, at 
7:30 pm
Where: Voelker Orth Museum, 
149-19 38th Ave., Flushing
Cost: $5, includes popcorn
Contact: (718) 359-6227
Website: www.vomuseum.org

KIDS & FAMILY

Back to School Festival — 
Festivities include free rides, 
arts and crafts projects, 
giveaways and more.
When: Saturday, Sept. 6, from 
noon - 3 pm
Where: Alley Pond Park, 
76th Avenue and Springfi eld 
Boulevard, Oakland Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Mid-Autumn Treat & Tea — 
The Queens Botanical Garden 
hosts an afternoon of tea 
demonstrations, storytelling, 
children’s crafts and a tea bag 
making workshop. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 6, from 1 
pm - 4 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing 
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors, $2/
students with ID and children 3 
to 12. Additional fees for some 
activities
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Jesse Jams Sing Along — 
Jesse and her guitar perform a 
mix of children’s music, original 
songs and popular tunes from 
different genres.

When: Saturday, Sept. 6, at 2 
pm and 4 pm
Where: Carousel in Forest Park, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-In 
Program for Families — On 
the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore the 
galleries and then spend time 
in the education room making 
art. Educators will be on hand 
to discuss gallery connections, 
introduce materials and assist 
in art making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/includes 
museum admission and 
materials
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

DANCE

Take Root — This monthly 
series at Green Space provides 
dance makers will a chance to 
choreograph an evening or a 
half evening show. This month 
features Amy Cova Dance and 
TeatoLocal.
When: Friday, Sept. 12 and 

Saturday, Sept. 13, at 8 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 24th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $17
Contact: (718) 956-30-37
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

Fertile Ground — The Green 
Space hosts this monthly 
showcase of work by emerging 
and established dance artists. 
Performers include Dancers 
Unlimited, Matthew J. Harris, 
Rachel Slaughter and Julia 
Vickers, Motion and Pictures 
and Ranardo-Domeico Grays’ 
VISIONS Contemporary Ballet.
When: Sunday, Sept. 14, at 7 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 24th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $12
Contact: (718) 956-30-37
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu dance 
popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 11; 
6:30 pm workshop for all ages 
12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City

Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

Free Line Dance Lessons 
— Free line dance lessons 
given by professional dance 
instructor, Bernardo, every 
Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Emerging Artist Fellowship 
Exhibition — The annual 
program at Socrates Sculpture 
Park features works by 15 
artists chosen from a fi eld of 
300 candidates. 
When: Sunday, Sept. 7, Opening 
from 3 pm - 6 pm; the exhibition 
runs through March 22, 2015
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website; www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Arts
Continued from Page 40

VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM
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GET READY FOR SOME 
FOOTBALL, FINE FOOD & FUN

Come Thirsty and Hungry

SUNDAY, MONDAY & THURSDAY

NFL FOOTBALL
SPECIALS

Watch the game on over 50 HDTVs with surround
sound. Food and Drink specials during the games

O’NEILL’s Maspeth
FREE DELIVERY &  

We've listened to our patrons...WATCH FOR A NEW MENU THIS FALL.

MONDAY NIGHT WINGS 
Winners of Citifield Wing Contest & Voted Best Wings 
in New York City. 

Drink Specials 5-11pm

TACO TUESDAY 

Drink Specials
Introducing TRIVIA NIGHT TUESDAYS 5-11pm

WEDNESDAY 
LOBSTER & BABY RACK RIB NIGHT 

 - Choose a 1¼ lobster or full rack of BBQ 
ribs. Includes ¼ roasted chicken, baked potato, corn 
on the cob, and salad. 

At the bar BLUE COLLAR NIGHT 

THURSDAY LADIES NIGHT 
Drink Specials & ½

FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR
Best Happy Hour in Queens - 

. Djs every Friday & Saturday Night at 10pm. 
Dance Floor Open. 

SATURDAY COLLEGE FOOTBALL SPECIALS 

includes Queen Cut Prime Rib, fresh baked rolls, 
loaded potato, vegetable, salad and a complimentary 
glass of house wine.

SATURDAY & SUNDAY BRUNCH 11-3PM
 - Complimentary Bloody Mary, 

Mimosa, Screwdriver, Sangria, Miller Lite or Coors 
Light pint.

 - 2 hrs unlimited cocktails with brunch

GIVEAWAYS 
with purchase of 
COORS LIGHT OR 

MILLER LITE
during many football games 

throughout the season

$3 pints of Coors Light, Miller Lite & PBR / $4 pints of Sam Adams & Corona 7 days a 
week. Great brick oven pizza by Joe who's been making pizza for over 40 years.
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AUDITIONS

“The Foreigner” — Parkside Players 
will hold auditions Sunday, Sept. 7, at 
2 pm and Monday, Sept. 8, at 8 pm, 

for its November production of Larry 
Shue’s comedy. Non-acting positions 
are also available. If interested 
in backstage work, e-mail the 
producers at theparksideplayers@
yahoo.com.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

Across
1. Gentle one
5. Andretti, for one
10. Cross words
14. Curved molding
15. Bugs Bunny voicer Mel
16. Theater award
17. Stroll like Donald?
20. Give the slip
21. Partner of void
22. Maiden name preceder
23. Let go
26. Jabbed in the ribs
28. Pulitzer Prize category
30. Politician's promise, 
perhaps
33. Jackie's O
36. Gambling mecca
38. Furlough
39. Old-timer, perhaps
43. ___ firma
44. Metric system prefix
45. Get into a stew?
46. Asimov and Newton
48. Skywalker and Russert
51. Giving the onceover
53. Validate again, perhap
57. Pipe joint
59. All alternative
61. "You've got mail" hearer
62. Giving up suddenly
66. Tiny bit
67. ___ Alert
68. Greet the judge
69. Put one's foot down
70. Minute
71. Prophet

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
September 5-11, 2014

By Ed Canty

In a Fowl Mood

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

T O T E M A L A D U M P
I V O R Y R A D A R H O E
P A R R O T T C A K E A B A
S L E E P S E R A S M U S

D I A L R E A L
A R C A R E A S E D D A
M A R C S A L T D R U N K
O D O R N O R A C N E
K I W I S T H E N S K I P

I S N T O A S I S S E T
A G E D S E C T

S P E A R E D C O E R C E
T E A D O V E L E T T E R S
O A R S P I C E C R E E P
O T T S L O E H A L E Y

Down
1. Decrease
2. Tequila plant
3. Hero's reward
4. Put in the bunk
5. Brit. honorary initials
6. Pledge of Allegiance ender
7. Drops from the sky
8. Replenish the stamp pad
9. Spotted animal
10. Part of P.S.T.: Abbr.
11. Rich dessert
12. Suffix with appear and disturb
13. Kindergartener
18. Shakespearean king
19. Acid neutralizer
24. Hindu wrap
25. Alter
27. Business V.I.P.
29. Broadway backer
31. Eye part
32. Fair sight

33. Start to freeze?
34. Anonymous Richard and 
Jane
35. Exodus participant
37. Happen
40. Use a rosary
41. Kind of form
42. Snap request?
47. Ski resort vehicle
49. Jacob's twin
50. UConn home
52. Fairy tale figure
54. Boozer
55. Reagan attorney general
56. Snoop
57. Sponsorship: var.
58. Hot stuff
60. Hamburg's river
63. Catch a few Z's
64. Room with an easy chair
65. Strive

FINE FEATHERED FRIENDS

Sept. 9 lecture organized 
by the NYC Beekeepers As-
sociation and featuring re-
cently retired NYPD detec-
tive Tony “Bees” Planakis, 
who served as the depart-
ment’s beekeeper in charge 
of dealing with swarms. 

Murray’s Cheese on 
Bleeker Street will be the 
site of a cheese and honey 

tasting event Sept. 10. Chef 
Max Sussman of SoHo’s 
The Cleveland cooks up a 
honey feast Sept. 10.

While plenty of places 
in the other boroughs will 
be buzzing with activities, 
most of the week’s events 
take place right here in 
Queens. 

Beginning Tuesday 
and continuing through 
Sunday, HoneyGramz at 

Kissena Corridor-Every-
green Community Garden 
in Flushing and Wilk Api-
ary at LIC Roots Commu-
nity Garden will offer tours 
of their hives. Pre-registra-
tion is required and tours 
will be on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 

Kids will have the op-
portunity to get up close to a 
bee colony when City Grow-
ers brings its observation 

Queens buzzesQueens buzzes
Continued from Page 39

hive to Brooklyn Grange’s 
Long Island City location 
Sept. 12 for the “Show Me 
the Honey!” Bee Bonanza.

“It’s an educational 
hive,” said Rogenstein. 
“They take an actual hive 
and insert photographs 
into it that show what a real 
one would look like.”

Images of honeycombs, 
queen bees and drones en-
able the visitor to actually 
look inside a hive without 
the fear of getting stung. 

Queens diners will 
have a couple of chances 
to satisfy their cravings 
with honey-based dinners. 
Chefs Angelo Romano and 
Katy Peetz plan a five-
course meal at the Brook-
lyn Grange’s LIC location 
Tuesday night. Dinner 
includes mushroom ra-
gout with honey vinegar, 
flatbread with tomato pal-
ate dusted with honey pol-
len and salt-crusted fish 
topped with a honey lemon 
vinaigrette.

Then on Thursday, 
Edgemere Farm in the 
Rockaways cooks up a hon-
ey-glazed pig roast. 

Wilk Apiary teams 

up with LIC’s Transmitter 
Brewing, Glendale’s Fin-
back Brewery and Mas-
peth’s Bridge and Tunnel 
Brewery to create new 

beers infused with Queens 
made-honey to wrap up 
Honey Week Sept. 14.

“Everyone loves hon-
ey,” said Rogenstein. 

An artist paints bumble bees on a child’s cheeks (top) at last 
year’s Honey Fest on Rockaway Beach. Some busy bees from 
the Brooklyn Grange rooftop farm work the stand, selling its 
products at last year’s Honey Fest on Rockaway Beach. 
          Photos courtesy Chris Taylor Studio 

SERMON ON THE BEACH
The cast of Rockaway Theatre Co.’s production of “Godspell,” includes (clockwise from bottom l.) 
Matt Leonen, Chazmond Peacock, John Panepinto, Matthew Smilardi, Renee Steadman, Stephen Ryan, 
Karen Mascolo, Nicole Mangano and Michelle Ricciardi. Not pictured is Jacqueline Samaha. The musi-
cal runs Sept. 12 to Sept. 28. Check the theater’s website, rockawaytheatrecompany.org, for more in-
formation. Photo courtesy Gabrielle Mangano
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Guide toDINING
71-28 Cooper Avenue * Glendale

718.821.8401 
Learn more: www.edisonplaceny.com

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

12-53 150th Street, Whitestone, NY

718.767.4699
Ducalewhitestone.com

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

OFF THE HOOK THE HOME OF EURO-SOUL CUISINET

TO BE FEATURED IN OUR GUIDE TO DINING CALL FOR INFORMATION: 718.260.4521
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This season’s accoutre-
ment at a storied halal cart 
in Astoria is sleek, clear 
and magnetic all over.

Fares Zeideia said he 
added a credit and debit 
card processing machine 
to his King of Falafel cart, 
which has been stationed 
near Broadway and 30th 
Street for a dozen years. 
The response has rapidly 
expanded the line that 
amasses behind his cart 
during evening hours.

“I see they’re in line 
feeling for cash and then get 
out to go to the ATM,” Zei-
deia said. “The neighbor-
hood completely changed 
and younger crowds rarely 
carry cash.”

This assessment reso-
nated with customers, like 
Lauren Zambelli, who hap-
pily handed over a card last 
week.

“It’s probably the big-
gest thing they could have 
done for business,” she 
said. “No one carries cash 
anymore.”

Zeideia, 48, said accept-
ing cards required him to 
hand over about 2.7 percent 
of customers’ payments to 
credit card companies, but 
the fee was worth wooing 
clientele.

He hypothesized the 
fee was not behind most of 
his competitors’ no-card 
policies, but rather the bur-
den of reporting and paying 
taxes that comes with it.

“I’m the first open food 
cart with it, I think,” he 
said “It’s Uncle Sam, people 
who don’t pay taxes worry 
about. But I like to keep my 
Uncle Sam happy.”

Zeideia described the 
new technology as a natu-
ral move for a business that 
has been at the forefront of 
street cart strategies.

He claimed his staff 
began to don shirts with 
the King of Falafel logo and 
don other traditional chef 
attire before others. He 
also described his practice 
of playing Middle Eastern 

music and belly dancing 
for waiting customers as 
unique.

“We were the first to 
wear these crazy pants 
with chili peppers on them, 
out in the middle of the 
street and playing music 
and dancing to entertain 
the customers,” he said.

About a year ago, Zei-
deia said King of Falafel 

began to allow custom-
ers to call in orders so the 
food was ready when they 
stopped by to pick it up. 
Now he is thinking of add-
ing food delivery service to 
the menu.

Come September, he 
is planning to debut a food 
truck at Broadway and 30th 
Street and put the cart in 
storage until he is ready to 

open a fourth location.
King of Falafel was 

born out of Zeideia’s frus-
tration over his inability to 
find what he called quality 
falafel while driving a cab.

He said he built his 
business by cooking ev-
erything from scratch and 
drawing on family recipes 
he covertly learned as a 
child. Zeideia, who immi-
grated from Palestine in 
1981, said his mother kicked 
him out of the kitchen be-
cause she held traditional 
beliefs that women, not 
men, should cook.

Still, he said she came 
around and even offered 
him advice here and there 
as he built up his business.

Today, King of Falafel 
has three locations: one 
in midtown Manhattan, a 
second at 30th Avenue and 
53rd Street and the original 
Astoria location.

The traditional Mid-
dle Eastern fare has taken 
home several awards at the 
Vendy Cup competition, 
open to street food vendors, 
and other cooking competi-
tions.

King of Falafel will be 
battling other Vendy Cup 
winners at a new Master’s 
Cup cook-off next month, 
Zeideia said.

Food cart options include paper or plastic
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

CHARLES
AZNAVOUR

MSG Entertainment
by arrangement with

PATRICK SHART & ALAIN BOYACI, MOONLIGHT PRODUCTIONS
presents

SATURDAY
SEPTEMBER 20

ON SALE NOW

ONLY AREA APPEARANCE!

THEATERATMSG.COM

P
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CHARGE BY PHONE AT 866-858-0008
Wheelchair, companion and designated aisle seats, and assistive listening devices available by calling 

MSG’s Disabled Services Dept. at (212) 465-6034 .  

CE!

FAREWELL 
CONCERT!
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
 
St. Francis Prep re-

turns to the top tier of the 
CHSFL after being demoted 
to the second division three 
years ago and the Terriers 
have no intention of going 
back.

The Terriers are a 
Class AAA team again after 
two straight, unbeaten reg-
ular seasons behind a core 
group that has since gradu-
ated. They were picked 12th 
out of the league’s coaches 
in legendary Coach Vince 
O’Connor’s 62nd year at the 
school. This season’s play-
ers want to maintain the 
program’s level of success 
and take it a step further 
by winning a playoff game 
after failing to do so the last 
two seasons.

“We all want to keep 
that standard of the last 
couple years that they set,” 
senior linebacker Ricky Po-
sch said. “They set the bar 
high. We want to keep it 
where it is and we want to 
move the bar higher.”

St. Francis Prep will 
certainly have the weapons 
in a more balanced offense 
to do so. Senior quarter-
back Robert Einersen takes 
over the starting job after 
splitting time with William 
Gluck early last season. The 
mobile Einersen believes 
he is more prepared to be a 
leader this year.

He and the Terriers 
plan to spread the ball 
around after working pri-
marily through star run-
ning back Justin Guerre 
and receiver Michael Hart-
grove last season. Last 
year’s No. 2 back Marquis 
Gordon, a senior, will now 
be the primary ball car-
rier. Speedy senior Stephan 

Monfort and powerful full-
back Samuel Jules will aid 
him in the backfield.

SFP sees senior re-
ceiver Brandon Ewing as 
ready for a breakout year 
because of his speed. Class-
mate Billy Nelson will also 
be looked at to make an im-
pact. He and the rest of the 
skill players will work be-
hind an experienced offen-
sive line that returns tight 
end Anthony Pravata and 
tackle Kyle Fitzpatrick and 
adds Nick Zovick.

“Our spread offense is 
going to be a little more up-
tempo this year, more quar-
terback runs, get everyone 
in the backfield involved 
instead of just handing it to 
Justin,” Einersen said.

The Terriers feature a 
strong linebacker core led 
by Posch and Francis Cole, 

who also splits the kick-
ing duties with his brother 
Brendan. There will be 
plenty of new faces around 
them on defense. Senior 
Peter Ko steps in at corner 
back and Ben Lim has im-
pressed at safety in the pre-
season. William Kobel will 
see time at linebacker and 
defensive back.

Despite some of the 
lack of experience, St. Fran-
cis Prep assistant Coach 
Richie Carroll believes his 
kids are still holding them-
selves to a higher standard 
because of the success the 
program has had the last 
two years. It has built a 
culture of winning the kids 
are buying into.

Doing that consistently 

Terriers program on the rise
SFP plans to stay in Class AAA after making it back into division

SFP linebacker Richie Posche keeps his eye on the quarterback while playing defense. 
     Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Einersen and 
the Terriers 

plan to spread 
the ball around 
after working 

primarily 
through 

Justin Guerre 
and Michael 

Hartgrove last 
year.

Flushing quarterback Terrence Chavis. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
 
Flushing was one 

game shy of getting to Yan-
kee Stadium for the cham-
pionship game last year 
and, despite a new look ros-
ter, quarterback Terrance 
Chavis plans on helping his 
team make another run at 
playing for the crown.

He is using last sea-
son’s 55-7 loss to eventual 
city champion Abraham as 
motivation to return to the 
top of the PSAL this sea-
son. Flushing is coming off 
a historic year in which it 
made the City Conference 
semifinals for the first time 
since the early 1990s.

“I think about that 
game every day,” Chavis 
said. “Not the best way to 
go out. That’s something 
I do not want to happen 
again, especially in my se-
nior year. That’s definitely 
motivation. Every day I see 
the score and it reminds me 

not to let it happen again.”
He knows what it takes 

to bring his team to where 
it needs to be this season.

“It all starts on the 
field with our attitude,” 
Chavis said. “We have to 
be focused and we have to 
think positive. We have to 
be able to deal with adver-
sity.”

The Red Devils also 
have other key pieces re-
turning from last year’s 9-3 
season. Flushing is bring-
ing back four members of 
the offensive line, includ-
ing Abel Joseph. Chavis, 
who threw for 1,371 yards 
and 17 touchdowns in his 
junior year, is back under 
center. Despite returning 
many key pieces, Flushing 
lost running back Deandre 
Ross-Lomax and three wide 
outs, including star Kevaun 
Dunn.

Chavis will try to re-
place his key receiver from 

Chavis, Flushing seek 
to remain PSAL elite

Continued on Page 53 Continued on Page 53



 A 
quarter of century 
as a US Open ballp-
erson hasn’t dimin-
ished Jorge Cabre-

ra’s enthusiasm for the job 
and the sport.

The 38-year-old 
Elmhurst native still plays 
tennis in a Long Island 
men’s league and did so at 
St. Francis Prep. He remem-
bers being just a 14-year-old 
getting ready to start high 
school and thinking just 
how cool it was watching 
tennis’ great players up 
close as a ballperson.

“For me being a tennis 
player and loving the game 
it was like, ‘Holy Cow,’” Ca-
brera said. “I’m ... on the 

court with these players. It 
was just fun being 14. There 
is just that kind of amaze-
ment and awe.”

While there is a ma-
tured level of appreciation 
now, he still looks forward 
to taking vacation from his 
job managing two Manhat-
tan Fedi stores to spend 
two weeks at the Billy Jean 
King National Tennis Cen-
ter at the end of each sum-
mer. There is a camarade-
rie built among his fellow 
ballpersons by seeing each 
other every year that he 
enjoys.

“It’s kind of like when 
you are a kid and you go to 
summer camp,” said Cabre-
ra, who is married and has 
one son. “It almost has that 
feel to it.”

His journey to the US 
Open courts started on a 
whim back in 1990, when 
he decided to try out for 
the position at the behest 
of friends and fellow tennis 

players. Cabrera, who cur-
rently lives in East Rock-
away, said he was asked to 
run down six balls at the 
net before being told to stop. 
He had no clue if it was good 
enough until he received 
his acceptance letter.

That summer he was 
quickly introduced to the 
perks to the job that require 
long hours, a little sweat 
and some athleticism. Ca-
brera worked a men’s quar-
terfinal between Ivan Lendl 
and Pete Sampras, Andre 

Agassi against Boris Beck-
er in the semifinals and 
Martina Navratilova in the 
women’s doubles finals.

He remembers having 
to slide in player’s name-
plates for each match on 
the old outer court score-
boards.

Cabrera, a music 
writer and producer in 
his spare time, has since 
worked three singles finals 
that included the likes of 
Monica Seles, Steffi Graf, 
Michael Chan and Serena 
Williams. Agassi was a 
hero of his and working 
with him the first time left 
a lasting memory.

“I remember him walk-
ing out and I am at the net 
and I remember just look-
ing at his sneakers like, 
‘Those sneakers are cool,’” 
Cabrera said.

This year’s US Open 
was particularly challeng-
ing last week due to high 
temperatures and humid-

ity. Cabrera said it is one of 
the worst stretches he has 
encountered during his ten-
ure. The ballpersons need 
to stay just as hydrated as 
the competitors.

“We sometimes can 
sweat just as much as the 
players,” he said. “Some-
times even more.”

None of that will dis-
courage Cabrera from con-
tinuing to come back. For 
a tennis enthusiast there is 
no better place to be in the 
summer. The 14-year-old in 
him still gets a kick out of 
it all.

“At one point I didn’t 
think I’d be doing it this 
long, but at the same time I 
kind of did,” Cabrera said. 
“I love tennis. I love the 
game. I love watching it. I 
love playing it. It is just be-
ing on the court. We kind 
of have the best seats in the 
house.”

Boro man a boy at heart as Open ballperson
Elmhurst native Jorge Cabrera, 38, has participated in annual tennis event since he was 14 years old

Maria Sharapova on the opening night of the US Open in Flushing. 
Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots
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BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
 
No matter how the 

team looks at the begin-
ning of the season and the 
number of new players they 
have on the field, the goal is 
always the same for Cam-
pus Magnet.

The Bulldogs had an 
up-and-down season last 
year before falling to Er-
asmus Hall in the opening 
round of the PSAL City 
Conference playoffs. The 
new-look Bulldogs are 
ready to try to compete for 
a city championship.

Campus Magnet Coach 
Eric Barnet knows his 
squad has work to do before 
it can get to the Bronx. He 
called his young team a 
work in progress, but one 
that can be a handful if 
things click.

“Just teach them the 
whole culture of what we 

are about offensively and 
defensively,” Barnet said. 
“Not too many teams in the 
city are similar to us. We’re 
a very traditional pro-style 
offense. We run a power 
game. The guys just need to 

understand what our team 
is about and what our phi-
losophy is and buy into it. 
Eventually it will work.”

One change for the 
Bulldogs is receiver Roy 
Harvey will replace Joah 

Pryor as the team’s top run-
ning back. The key to the 
run game is the offensive 
line, whose core is made 
up of James Wilson, Mau-
rice Richards and Kadeem 
Charles. If the line sticks 

together the unit will be 
fine. Campus Magnet ran 
the ball well in a scrim-
mage against John Adams 
last week.

“We have to come 
together like a family be-
cause without being togeth-
er we have nothing. United 
we stand, divided we fall,” 
Richards said.

Barnet is confident in 
what his team can do on the 
ground but knows he has 
big shoes to fill at quarter-
back with the graduation of 
Blessuan Austin. Juniors 
Josiah Darnell and Que-
Ruan Mosby are battling 
for the job.

On the defensive end, 
Charles and sophomore 
linebacker Jeshua Dar-
nell lead the unit. So far 
Charles thinks the defense 
is the best it has been since 
he has been on the team.

“It’s great,” Charles 

said. “This is one of the 
best defenses we have had 
since 2012.”

He also thinks the 
young members of the team 
are progressing well at 
practice.

“They are picking it 
up quickly,” Charles said. 
“They are learning. It’s not 
very easy being on varsity, 
but they’ll learn.”

The Bulldogs started 
last season 0-5 and things 
don’t begin any easier this 
year. Campus Magnet opens 
with a good Clinton team 
and then defending PSAL 
city champion Lincoln.

Barnet thinks his team 
will gel as the year goes on 
and get ready to make a run 
at the title game.

“I want to get to Yan-
kee Stadium to see some-
body besides Derek Jeter,” 
Barnet said.

Campus Magnet football program has dreams of city title

Campus Magnet Coach Eric Barnet has the goal of leading his young team to the championship game 
at Yankee Stadium.
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SPORTS

BAYSIDE LITTLE LEAGUE
The LARGEST and BEST Little League in Town

Awards Day & Continental Breakfast
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH, 2014 - 10:00 AM
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Auditorium

203rd Street & 35th Avenue
REGISTRATION DATES:

Every Monday evening 7:00pm – 8:00pm
Every Saturday morning 11:30am – 12:30 pm

through November 8th, 2014

At the Little League Club House 25-32 168th Street in the lower concourse.

Please bring proof of age and residency. We accept checks, money orders and charge cards. NO CASH.

REGISTER EARLY, DON’T MISS OUT PLAYING FOR THE BEST!
For Fees and Registration Forms visit www.BaysideLittleLeague.com

2015 – Registration – 2015
will begin on this date

ALL 
FORMS 

MUST BE 
TYPED
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1Restrictions and conditions apply; see your local representative for details. Cannot be combined with prior purchases, other offers, or coupons. No adjustments to previous orders. Offer not available in all areas, Discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution and applies to minimum 
purchase of 6 or more windows and 4 or more patio doors. Offer does not include bay/bow windows. Offer only available as part of our Instant Product Rewards Plan. As part of the Instant Product Rewards Plan, all homeowners must be present and must purchase during the initial visit to qualify. To qualify for 
discount offer, initial contact for a free Window Diagnosis must be made and documented on or before 9/30/14 with the appointment then occurring no more than 10 days after the initial contact. 0% APR for 12 months available to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. Not all customers may qualify. 
Higher rates apply for customer with lower credit ratings. Financing not valid with other offers or prior purchases. No Finance Charges will be assessed if promo balance is paid in full in 12 months. Renewal by Andersen retailers are independently owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor 
lenders. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only and all financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, all subject to credit requirements. Renewal by Andersen retailers 
do not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing. NJ Consumer Affairs License #: 13HV01541700. NYC Consumer Affairs License#: 1244514. Nassau Consumer Affairs License #: H0810150000. Suffolk Consumer Affairs License 
#: 43991-H. NYC 1307704. Rockland County License#:H-11942-07-00-00. Renewal by Andersen of Central/Northern NJ and Long Island are independently owned and operated affiliates operating in the NJ/NY metropolitan area. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are marks of 
Andersen Corporation. ©2014 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2014 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. †Values are based on comparison of Renewal by Andersen® double-hung insert window SHGC to the SHGC for clear dual pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006 and 2009 
International Energy Conservation Code.

Call for your FREE Window Diagnosis

It’s like getting 
FREE WINDOWS 

for 1 year1

MONEY 
DOWNNO

NO PAYMENTS

NO INTEREST

FOR 1 YEAR1

Offer only available as part of our  
Instant Product Rewards Plan.

SAVE $229  
on every window1 

and

SAVE $629 
 on every patio door1

September is FREE WINDOWS 
MONTH at Renewal 
by Andersen.1

Why have our customers chosen us over another window company?
1.   Fibrex® Material 

Our exclusive Fibrex material was researched by Andersen for 30 years before it 
was installed in even one home. Our Fibrex material is twice as strong as vinyl.

2.  Unique Look 
Our window has the elegant look and strength of a wood window, but our 
Fibrex material doesn’t demand the same maintenance of wood.

3.  Accountability 
There’s no frustrating “middle man” to deal with. We sell, build, install and 
warrant both our windows and installation.

Call before September 30th!

2X STRONGER

Our  
Fibrex®   

material is

THAN  
VINYL

Why is September one of the best times to replace your windows? 
Because if you call us now, you can get your more energy-efficient windows 
installed before the cold weather is here. 

Our exclusive High-Performance Low E-4® SmartSun™ glass is up to 70% more 
energy efficient†. It’s engineered to make your home more comfortable in 
the colder months. 

Plus

877-844-9204 
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at the AAA level is no easy 
task, however.

“You can feel it 
amongst the players,” Car-
roll said. “They understand 
we are asking more of them 
and they are stepping up.”

They understand there 
will be growing pains ear-
ly, but they also don’t want 
to see any more steps back 
for the program after. They 
and the guys who came be-
fore work to hard to get it 
back into the league’s top 
division.

“This is what they 
wanted us to be for years,” 
Gordon said. “They have 

been talking about it since 
I was a freshman to be 
AAA. Now we are finally 
here and we have to prove 
ourselves.”

Terriers
Continued from Page 49

last season with Besim 
Muminovic, Marcus Men-
dez and Keron Hermitt. 
The Red Devils are looking 
to Demetrie Narcisse to fill 
the void left by Deandre-Lo-
max. Even with the losses 
at the skill positions Chavis 
is confident his offense can 
get to where they were last 
season.

“I think this year we 
will be fine with the receiv-
ing core and I think it is 
going to help us get to the 
same position as last year 
or even further,” he said.

The Red Devils play 
an ironman-style of foot-
ball, with plenty of two-
way players. Their defense 
will feature Joseph on the 
defensive line, Muminovic 
and Hermitt at the corners 
and Narcisse and Mendez 
playing at the linebacker 
position.

The return of many 
key players leads Flush-
ing Coach Jim Desantis, 
the reigning TimesLedger 
Newspapers All-Queens 
Coach of the Year, to think 
his team can be strong 
again, but he also knows 
top-level games will be a 
challenge for his squad.

“Ideally I want to win 

them all, as far as a goal,” 
Desantis said. “We are in 
that B bracket of the cham-
pionship division I think a 
realistic goal is to win all 
the games in the B part of 
the schedule. As well as in 
the C and the D, and be re-
ally competitive.”

That is exactly what 
the Red Devils plan on be-
ing with plenty of talented 
players back from a group 
that knows how to win.

“I am excited, I think 
next year is going to be a 
rebuilding year,” DeSan-
tis said. “This year we are 
going to have to get things 
done.”

PSAL
Continued from Page 49

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

w w w.shoevi l lage.com
Free Shipping Over $50

45-22 162nd St. Flushing, NY 11358 | (718) 762-1990
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in the northern part of Bay-
side, and some residents 
say they have gotten “in-
teresting” readings off the 
devices that contradict the 
efforts the Port Authority 
says it is making to combat 
the noise.

“Northeast Queens is 
getting hit really hard,” 
said Susan Carroll, a resi-
dent of the Flushing apart-
ment building where the 
noise monitor sits.

Carroll said the Feder-
al Aviation Administration 
has been directing planes 
to fly a route known as the 
TNNIS climb, which routes 
planes and their noise away 
from Arthur Ashe Stadium 
and into the residential sec-

tions of Flushing, more fre-
quently in recent months 
than ever before.  This has 
caused homeowners to en-
dure the increase in noise 
that goes along with the 
change in flight paths, she 
said.

Since this year’s US 
Open began last week, Car-
roll said the route has been 
followed exclusively during 
the tournament and is caus-
ing even more noise to be 
rerouted over their homes.

“It’s been used a lot 
more than [the FAA] said 
it would be, so now this is 
where we find ourselves,” 
Carroll said.

Carroll has had the 
noise monitor on top of 
her building for about a 
month now and she said she 
checks it every day through 
the online system to see 

what kind of decibel read-
ings are being registered. 
The 96-decibel reading was 
the highest she said she has 
seen so far, but she said the 
monitor usually registers 
average decibel readings in 
the mid-70s to low-80s.

A decibel level in the 
80s is commonly compared 
to the noise from freight 
trains or helicopters at 
close distances. Any deci-
bel level above 90, compa-
rable to a motorcycle at a 
distance of 25 feet, is known 
as the point where hearing 
damage can start to occur 
if exposed long term, ac-
cording to data from Pur-
due University.

A safe decibel level is 
considered to be under 65.

“The fact of the matter 
is that no residential area 
should be under planes 

that are flying at 96 deci-
bels,” Carroll said. “That’s 
a harmful level and these 
planes are coming in every 
minute. When all the read-
ings are really high, there’s 
something wrong here.”

Carroll said she con-
tinues to watch the noise 
levels that her neighbor-
hood is subjected to and 
files complaints frequently 
with the Port Authority’s 
noise office. As she contin-
ues to be involved in the 
battle to lower the impact 
of increased air traffic, she 
said she remains hopeful 
that a solution is on the ho-
rizon.

“There needs to be a 
more unified effort to make 
this better for us because 
we can’t live like this,” she 
said.

Continued from Page 1 

Noise
place inside.

The rest of the enter-
tainment will be outside, 
where German singers and 
dancers will perform and a 
band called Twin Gold will 
take to the stage to play 
songs from the 1950s and 
’60s.

Beer drinkers will 
have the choice between a 
special Oktoberfest brew 
and Coors Light, which will 
be provided by Manhattan 
Beer Distributors.

There will also be Ger-
man food on offer from a 
food cart and apple strudel 
from Zum Stammtisch, 
a German restaurant in 
Glendale.

The institute will also 
have a competition to see 
who can hold a beer stein 
the longest with an out-

stretched arm.
“We challenge all the 

big strong guys to come out 
and see if they can beat the 
record,” Brustmann said.

The building was built 
in 1868 and funded by Con-
rad Poppenhusen, a Ger-
man philanthropist and the 
founder of College Point. It 
was the site of the first free 
kindergarten in the United 
States and now serves as a 
community center. Poppen-
husen will be brought to 
life at the event, as an actor 
will be in character as the 
late entrepreneur.

Tickets for the event, 
which will run from noon 
to 6 p.m., cost $15 and all 
proceeds will go to the his-
toric institute. Children 
who are 5 and younger get 
in for free.

“Come out and drink 
a glass of beer with Conrad 
Poppenhusen,” Brustmann 
said.

Continued from Page 2 
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said his focus on economic 
development would include 

passing his bill for a higher 
state minimum wage with 
increases based on infla-
tion and the option for cit-
ies to raise the base pay 
up to 30 percent above the 
state’s.

He would also work to 
prevent families from get-
ting priced out by trying 
to create affordable hous-
ing and inking community 
benefit agreements with 
mega developers.

His other priorities in-
clude preparing for future 
hurricanes and improving 
the criminal justice system 
by supporting the city as it 
retrains police.

32BJ SEIU and the city 

public employee union DC 
37, while Jones said he was 
endorsed by Michael Dun-
can, Sanders’ former chief 
of staff, and CB 14 member 
Felicia Johnson.

The state Board of 
Elections’ website did not 
show the latest 11 day pre-
primary campaign finance 
filing for any candidate in 
the race. Jones and Sanders 
said they were behind and 
Brown blamed delays in 
processing his paperwork 
on the BOE.

Brown said he is fit for 
the Senate because he does 
not view public office as a 
job.

“I’m best qualified. I’m 
not looking for a job,” said 
Brown, who ran against 
Sanders in the 31st Council 
District in 2003 and who 
unsuccessfully sought of-
fice in the state Assembly 
and Senate and as borough 
president and district at-
torney. “It’s been too long 
that politicians think they 
should be in politics for a 
career.”

Brown, who emigrated 
from Jamaica in 1974, said 
he studied at St. John’s Uni-
versity, worked at banks 
and then started a develop-
ment business called 1053 

Corp.
He described his elec-

tion runs as an extension 
of efforts to give back to the 
community by giving fore-
closure advice and fighting 
a suspected “hot sheet” ho-
tel plan, among other work.

If elected, Brown said 
he would import the com-
prehensive social services 
and education model pio-
neered by the Harlem Chil-
dren’s Zone in southeast 
Queens.

“In a sense it’s not just 
educating kids because 
parents will have a sense of 
what’s available to them,” 
he said of the integrated 
program, which he said 
several levels of govern-
ment have financially sup-
ported. “And if we tell Bill 
Gates we are doing this in 
the community, he’ll put up 
big funding.”

Jones said securing un-
specified funding streams 
for senior initiatives was 
another priority of his.

He also pledged to add 
at least 3,000 jobs to the 
district within one term 
by creating a community 
college in a public hous-
ing complex in Rockaway, 
opening an amusement 
park similar to the shut-
tered Playland and iden-
tifying other job-growth 
strategies using biannual 
employment audits.

believes he can do a better 
job than the incumbent.

Rosedale resident 
Everly Brown is also con-
tending for the district, 
which runs from Arverne 
to Far Rockaway and north 
to South Jamaica, South 
Ozone Park and Richmond 
Hill.

Jones said he was en-
dorsed by Michael Duncan, 
Sanders’ former chief of 
staff, and CB 14 member 
Felicia Johnson. Sanders’ 
team said he has the back-
ing of Mayor Bill de Blasio, 
the building service work-
ers union 32BJ SEIU and 
the city public employees 
union DC 37.

And Brown said he 
has support from Sanders’ 

predecessor, former state 
Sen. Shirley Huntley, who 
just completed a 10-month 
prison sentence, and ex-
City Councilman Allan 
Jennings.

The state Board of 
Elections’ website did not 
list the latest 11-day, pre-
primary campaign finance 
filing for any candidate in 
the race. Jones’ and Sand-
ers’ campaigns said they 
were behind. Brown said 
the BOE must have bum-
bled his paperwork.

Jones contends his 
business background 
would give him a fresh ap-
proach to a government he 
described as dominated by 
judges, lawyers and other 
trained social workers.

But he said his politi-
cal education started at 12 
or 13 when he volunteered 
with U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks’ (D-Jamaica) failed 

City Council bid, long be-
fore Meeks ascended to 
Congress. 

He then worked as 
Meeks’ aide in the Assem-
bly and joined the Thur-
good Marshall Democratic 
Club.

Jones said he sought 
a resolution to a five-year 
legal case and served five 
months behind bars on a 
conspiracy to commit bank 
fraud charge. He tells peo-
ple this experience shows 
people can have success af-
ter prison.

If elected, Jones would 
strive to welcome new 
neighbors and the econom-
ic prowess they come with 
while preventing gentrifi-
cation from creating com-
pletely distinct communi-
ties.

He would push for a 
credit union in the dis-
trict to provide loans of all 

varieties, support a state 
bank and attempt to se-
cure a first priority on JFK 
contract bids for constitu-
ents that have minority-, 
women- and veteran-owned 
businesses.

“The banks aren’t loan-
ing,” he said. “But there 
are hundreds of millions of 
dollars moving around in 
southeast Queens.”

Jones said he would 
advocate for running Long 
Island Rail Road trains on 
the abandoned Rockaway 
Beach spur, more compre-
hensive ferry service along 
the peninsula and seek 
feedback on ways to im-
prove bus service.

He also described 
healthcare as a priority 
and said he had a plan to 
redevelop Peninsula Hospi-
tal, but would not disclose 
details.

Continued from Page 5 
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Sanders

paigning, going door-to-
door, to churches ....”

He got a big boost re-
cently when he received 
the endorsement of the in-

fluential Flake, who has a 
23,000-member congrega-
tion, and of DC-37, the larg-
est public employee union 
in New York City.

“Their endorsements 
were huge for us,” he said, 
as he faces the political bat-

tle of his life.
During his 13 years 

in office, Smith said, his 
proudest work, among 
other pieces of legislation, 
was Operation SNUG, a 
program that addresses the 
gun violence problem in 

cities across the state, and 
the designation of the area 
around York College as 
part of Start Up New York, 
an initiative that allows 
new business not to pay 
taxes in their first 10 years 
of existence.

Continued from Page 9 

Smith
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