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BY BILL PARRY

The latest dance craze 
is coming to Hunters Point 
South Park in Long Island 
City next Friday night.

Borough President Me-
linda Katz and City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 

(D-Sunnyside) are teaming 
up with Lincoln Center to 
bring a free night of silent 
disco dancing to the event 
space at LIC Landing by 
Coffeed.

“This upcoming event, 
the first of its kind in 
Queens in partnership with 

Lincoln Center, further il-
lustrates why residents and 
visitors to Queens never 
have to cross a bridge or 
drive through a tunnel to 
enjoy top quality arts and 
entertainment,” Katz said.

Silent Disco is becom-
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BY BILL PARRY

Straphangers in Long Island 
City got their G train service re-
stored Tuesday morning after a 

five-week shutdown.
The Metropolitan Trans-

portation Authority closed down 
the Greenpoint subway tube that 
runs under Newtown Creek and 
connects LIC with Brooklyn to 

perform critical work still needed 
after the tunnel was flooded by 
Hurricane Sandy in fall 2012.

“Superstorm Sandy’s devas-
tating impact on our subway net-
work posed a challenge never be-

fore faced by our organization,” 
New York City Transit President 
Carmen Bianco said. “However, 
we rose to this challenge and are 
rebuilding our system better and 
stronger than before.”

The full-phase closure of 
the tunnel began July 25 to al-
low crews to make the $84 mil-
lion “Fix&Fortify” repairs to the 
damaged tubes that were flooded 
with more than 3 million gal-
lons of saltwater. The Greenpoint 
tube was one of nine of the sys-
tem’s 14 underwater tunnels that 
sustained extensive damage to 
tracks, signals, water pumps and 
other sensitive equipment that 
were completely submerged by 
the 15 feet of water.

Crews from every major di-
vision of the Department of Sub-
ways installed more than 14,000 
feet of continuous welded track, 
installed 128,000 feet of cable and 
wire that had corroded from the 
inside after the exposure to salt-
water and replaced integrated fi-
ber optic cable.

“The timely restoration of 
G service and the infrastruc-
ture improvements completed 

Priests from the Hindu Temple Society of North America in Flushing disperse offerings of fruits and flowers to 
spectators during a procession honoring the Hindu deity Ganesh. Photo by Ken Maldonado
 

CULTURAL EXCHANGE

BY KELSEY DURHAM

As a battle against increased 
airplane noise reverberates across 
the city, some northeast Queens 
residents are lamenting readings 
from portable noise monitors that 
are registering levels as high as 
96 decibels from planes flying in 
and out of LaGuardia Airport.

In response to a push from 
hundreds of community advo-
cates who say the continuously 
growing jet noise is disrupting 
their quality of life, the Port Au-
thority of New York & New Jersey 
has begun putting noise monitors 
in neighborhoods around the tri-
state area.

The two newest devices in 
Queens were placed on top of a 
residential building in downtown 
Flushing and on a private home 
in the northern part of Bayside, 
and some residents say they have 
gotten “interesting” readings off 
the devices that contradict the ef-
forts the Port Authority says it is 
making to combat the noise.

“Northeast Queens is getting 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Queens College welcomed a number of new 
faces last week as students flowed into campus for 
the upcoming school year.

Among them was Félix V. Matos Rodríguez, 
the Flushing school’s new president, who had his 

Queens College’s new president
starts job on fi rst day of classes

Silent Disco is coming to the Queens wa-
terfront Sept. 12. 

Photo courtesy Kevin Yatarola

Boro monitors
record jet noise
harmful to ears

G train back on track after fi xes
LIC welcomes return of Brooklyn link as Q103 art bus nears permanent run

Continued on Page 12Continued on Page 13

Continued on Page 12 Continued on Page 13

Silent Disco rocks in Queens
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

As the Sept. 9 pri-
mary approaches, three 
Democratic candidates in 
New York’s gubernatorial 
race are gearing up to face 
off for a chance to become 
governor of New York.

Zephyr Teachout, 
challenging Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, has spent several 
months visiting commu-
nity events across the 
state hoping to unseat the 
incumbent, and she said 

she feels her work so far 
has certainly paid off.

“It’s been transfor-
mational,” Teachout said 
of her campaign. “A lot of 
people wrote us off at first, 
but the race has been far 
more competitive than 
[Cuomo] expected and I 
think now we’re in a posi-
tion to win.”

Teachout, a Brooklyn 
resident who teaches at 
Fordham Law, refers to 
herself as a true Democrat 
and said she and her run-

ning mate for lieutenant 
governor, Tim Wu, have 
worked hard to facilitate a 
strong campaign focused 
on issues New Yorkers 
truly care about. She said 
she and Wu, the son of two 
immigrants whom Tea-
chout said is New York’s 
first Asian American 
running for a statewide 
elected position, have a 
strong team of thousands 
of volunteers who spent 
every day talking to vot-
ers at grocery stores and 

subway stations. She said 
she feels strongly about 
her chances at ending up 
on the ballot for the gener-
al election in November.

Randy Credico, a co-
median, is also challeng-
ing Cuomo for a spot on 
the ballot. He credits him-
self as being the most pro-
gressive candidate for of-
fice and said he is ready to 
change the way the people 
of New York see politics.

Credico, who ran un-
successfully for mayor of 

New York City in 2013, lists 
his priorities as raising 
minimum wage, expand-
ing Medicare, lowering 
the costs of transportation 
and legalizing marijuana.

He did not name a 

running mate as lieuten-
ant governor.

Cuomo’s campaign 
did not respond to a re-
quest for comment, but the 
governor’s campaign web-
site names several of his 
achievements since tak-
ing office in 2011 as selling 
points his campaign has 
focused on this year.

The governor’s site 
lists economic accomplish-
ments such as creating 
440,000 jobs in the private 
sector, lowering unemploy-
ment to from 8.7 to 6.7 per-
cent and bringing income 
tax rates to the state’s low-
est level since 1953.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo

Cuomo faces two primary challengers

★ ★ GOVERNOR  ★ ★
Randy 
Credico 
Randy Credico is 
a comedian and 
political satirist 
who previously 
ran for mayor of 
New York City in 2013 and U.S. 
Senate 
in 2010.

Andrew 
Cuomo*
Andrew Cuomo 
served as secre-
tary of the Hous-
ing and Urban 
Development, the 
federal agency, and state attorney 
general before being elected  gov-
ernor in 2011. 

Zephyr 
Teachout
Zephyr Teachout, 
a law professor at 
Fordham Univer-
sity, won a court 
challenge to run 
on the Democratic line for gover-
nor. She specializes in antitrust 
and media law.

Kathy 
Hochul 
Kathy Hochul, 
who was 
known dur-
ing her tenure 
in Congress 
as a major pro-
ponent for women’s rights,  
previously served as the Erie 
County Clerk in western New 
York.

Timothy 
Wu 
Tim Wu is 
a professor 
at Columbia 
Law School 
and prides 
himself as being 
the developer of the net 
neutrality concept.

★ ★ LT. GOVERNOR  ★ ★

10TH SENATE DISTRICT

Everly Brown 
Everly Brown is a 
Rosedale resident who 
has a development com-
pany and voluntarily 
helps families 
facing foreclosure.

Gian Jones 
Gian Jones is a real es-
tate businessman from 
Bayswater. He worked 
as an aide to U.S. Rep. 
Gregory Meeks when he 
was in the Assembly. 

James Sanders*
James Sanders was 
elected to the City 
Council in 2001 and 
to the state Senate in 
2012. He is the ranking 
member of the Civil 
Services Committee.

District 10: Arverne, Far Rockaway, Rosedale, 
Springfi eld Gardens, South Jamaica, South 
Ozone Park and Richmond Hill

16TH SENATE DISTRICT

30TH ASSEMBLY

11TH SENATE DISTRICT

S. J. Jung  
S.J. Jung is a com-
munity advocate who 
most recently served 
as the president of the 
MinKwon Center for 
Community Action in 
Flushing.

Toby Stavisky*
Toby Ann  Stavisky 
was first elected to the 
state Senate 14 years 
ago. She is the only 
woman in the Queens 
delegation.

Dmytro Fedkowskyj
Dmytro Fedkowskyj, 
a Community Board 
5 member, served 
on the District 24 
Community Education 
Council and the city 
Panel for Educational Policy.

Margaret Markey* 
Margaret Markey was 
elected to the state As-
sembly in 1998. She 
is chairwoman of the 
Tourism, Parks, Arts 
and Sports Develop-
ment Committee.

Tony Avella*
Tony Avella, a commu-
nity activist, served 
two terms in the City 
Council before he was 
elected to the state 
Senate in 2010.

John Liu  
John Liu became the 
first Asian-American 
city councilman when 
he was elected in 2001. 
He then served a term 
as comptroller.

District 16: Parts of Flushing, Forest Hills, 
Elmhurst, Fresh Meadows and Bayside

District 30: Maspeth, Woodside, Parts of Astoria, 
Long Island City, Middle Village and Sunnysidee

District 11:  Bayside, Whitestone, College Point, Bay 
Terrace, Douglaston, Hollis Hills and part of Flushing

14TH SENATE DISTRICT

Munir Avery 
Munir Avery, expert on 
elder law, is in his first 
run for elected office. If 
he wins, he will become 
the first Muslim state 
senator in New York.  

Leroy Comrie Jr. 
 Leroy Comrie, a former 
three-term city coun-
cilman from southeast 
Queens, is a special as-
sistant to Borough Pres-
ident Melinda Katz.    

Malcolm Smith*
Malcolm Smith (D-Hol-
lis) was first elected to 
the state Senate after 
winning a special elec-
tion in March 2000. He 
was the first black to be 
elected majority leader.

District 14: Jamaica, St. Albans, Laurelton, 
Hollis and Queens Village

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ PRIMARY REVIEW  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

The Democratic primary be-
tween state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) and former city Comp-
troller John Liu has not only been 
one of the most closely watched 
races of the year, but one of the 
most contentious.

The two candidates for Dis-
trict 11 have not shied away from 
slinging mud at each other by en-
gaging in a heated war 
of words in the weeks 
leading up to the Sept. 
9 primary.

Liu has consistent-
ly lambasted Avella for 
defecting to the Inde-
pendent Democratic Conference, 
which shares power in the Senate 
with the GOP.

The former comptroller criti-
cized the coalition, claiming it 
has effectively blocked progres-
sive legislation, such as raising 
the minimum wage, the Dream 
Act and the Women’s Equality 
Act.

Avella said he left the main-
line Democrats and entered the 

IDC because the regular Demo-
crats were dysfunctional and 
membership in the breakaway 
group of senators would allow 
him to pass legislation and bring 
back more funding for the dis-
trict.

The incumbent has attacked 
Liu for $500,000 in unpaid fines 
from illegal posters in his 2009 
comptroller campaign.

Liu has claimed these fines 
were unfair and were the 

result of meddling by the 
Bloomberg administra-
tion.

The Queens Demo-
cratic Party courted Liu 
to take on Avella after his 

defection, following rumors the 
former comptroller might run for 
Congress.

Liu quickly attracted en-
dorsements from a number of 
unions and many Queens elected 
officials, including U.S. Reps. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing), Joe 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights), 
who heads the Queens Demo-
cratic Party, and Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica).

Facing tough primaries, the 
IDC agreed to form a new coali-
tion with the Senate’s Democrats 
in June.

Democrats subsequently 
withdrew primary challenges 
to other IDC members, but the 
Queens Democratic Party and 

Liu’s campaign soldiered on de-
spite the deal.

Avella has since received 
endorsements from unions, envi-
ronmental groups and powerful 
Democrats, including Mayor Bill 
de Blasio and Rep. Steve Israel (D-
Melville).

The Working Families Party, 
which originally endorsed Liu, 
withdrew their support once the 
new deal was reached, deciding 
to stay neutral in the race.

Liu has far outraised Avella, 
garnering more than $700,000 to 
the incumbent’s $230,000, accord-
ing to state campaign finance fil-
ings.

The two candidates’ posi-
tions on most policy issues are 
identical, except for when it comes 
to standardized tests in the city’s 
specialized high schools.

Liu, a graduate of Bronx Sci-
ence HS, supports broadening 
the criteria for admissions to the 
schools, whereas Avella has stat-
ed he supports the test as is.

The Asian community, 
where Liu’s fund-raising and 
support base has been centered 
in past campaigns, makes up 33 
percent of District 11, according 
to census data.

The district is 44 percent 
white and includes Bayside, Whit-
estone, College Point, Bay Ter-
race, Douglaston, Hollis Hills and 
part of Flushing.

State Sen. Tony Avella (l.) and former city Comptroller John Liu vie for the District 
11 seat. 

Photos by Christina Santucci

Avella, Liu jostle for northeast Queens Senate seat

BY JUAN SOTO

In one of the mostly 
contested Democratic pri-
mary elections this year, 
former City Councilman 
Leroy Comrie and attorney 
Munir Avery are seeking to 
unseat indicted state Sen. 
Malcolm Smith (D-Hollis).

“I am not worried 
about my trial,” said Smith 
during an interview with 
TimesLedger Newspapers. 
“I know I am innocent.”

He faces a federal re-
trial in January 2015 on 
bribery charges for trying 
to find his way onto the 
Republican line in the 2013 
mayoral race.

The incumbent’s le-
gal battle has been one of 
the  topics during the cam-
paign.

Both Comrie and Av-
ery said Smith’s upcoming 
trial will force the incum-
bent to focus more on his 
court case than on his con-

stituents.
Smith, elected to of-

fice in March 2000, has 
maintained his innocence 
and recommended his op-
ponents look at his work in 
Albany “even in my chal-
lenging year.”

“Look at the record,” 
Smith said. 

He also pointed out 
that the nonpartisan New 
York Public Interest Re-
search Group “listed me 
in the top 10 out of the 210 
members” in passing leg-
islation in both the Senate 
and state Assembly.

The incumbent for the 
14th District, which covers 
Jamaica, St. Albans, Lau-
relton, Hollis and Queens 
Village, said his constitu-
ents “can’t afford” to lose a 
senior Democratic senator. 

Smith said he was “dis-
appointed” when Comrie 
announced he was running 
for the Senate seat. 

“[Comrie] being the 
deputy borough president 
and me being in the state 
Senate with all my years of 

experience, we would have 
been a great team to benefit 
southeast Queens,” Smith 
said.

But Comrie, now spe-
cial assistant to Borough 
President Melinda Katz af-
ter leaving the deputy spot 
to run for the Senate, said 
he was saddened when he 
heard about Smith’s legal 
troubles.

The ex-lawmaker said 
Smith lost his credibility in 
the state’s capital.

The former council-
man, endorsed by Mayor 
Bill de Blasio, said it was 
crucial for the district “to 
have someone in the seat.

Avery said his deci-
sion to run became evident 
when he saw Smith side 
with the Independent Dem-
ocratic Conference.

“I wanted a Democrat 
in office,” said Munir, an 
expert on elder law.

The IDC formed a bi-
partisan coalition with 
Republicans  to control the 
Senate.

“Malcolm [Smith] 
is going to be ineffective 

whether he wins or loses 
into the future,” said Mu-
nir, who, if elected, will be-
come the first Muslim sena-
tor in New York.

As for his priorities, 
Smith said that, if re-elect-
ed, he will focus on job 
creation and education. He 
supports mayoral control of 
the schools.”

Comrie said: “I want to 
be part of the mayor issues” 
occurring next year in Al-
bany, including rent con-
trol in New York City and 
mayoral control of schools.

For Avery, one of his 
priorities will be to build 
senior centers and provide 
free legal aid to low-income 
families.

He will support legisla-
tion calling for term limits.

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Smith fi ghts for political life against Comrie and Avery

STATE SEN. MALCOLM SMITH
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GET READY FOR SOME 
FOOTBALL, FINE FOOD & FUN

Come Thirsty and Hungry

SUNDAY, MONDAY & THURSDAY

NFL FOOTBALL
SPECIALS

Watch the game on over 50 HDTVs with surround
sound. Food and Drink specials during the games

O’NEILL’s Maspeth
FREE DELIVERY &  

We've listened to our patrons...WATCH FOR A NEW MENU THIS FALL.

MONDAY NIGHT WINGS 
Winners of Citifield Wing Contest & Voted Best Wings 
in New York City. 

Drink Specials 5-11pm

TACO TUESDAY 

Drink Specials
Introducing TRIVIA NIGHT TUESDAYS 5-11pm

WEDNESDAY 
LOBSTER & BABY RACK RIB NIGHT 

 - Choose a 1¼ lobster or full rack of BBQ 
ribs. Includes ¼ roasted chicken, baked potato, corn 
on the cob, and salad. 

At the bar BLUE COLLAR NIGHT 

THURSDAY LADIES NIGHT 
Drink Specials & ½

FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR
Best Happy Hour in Queens - 

. Djs every Friday & Saturday Night at 10pm. 
Dance Floor Open. 

SATURDAY COLLEGE FOOTBALL SPECIALS 

includes Queen Cut Prime Rib, fresh baked rolls, 
loaded potato, vegetable, salad and a complimentary 
glass of house wine.

SATURDAY & SUNDAY BRUNCH 11-3PM
 - Complimentary Bloody Mary, 

Mimosa, Screwdriver, Sangria, Miller Lite or Coors 
Light pint.

 - 2 hrs unlimited cocktails with brunch

GIVEAWAYS 
with purchase of 
COORS LIGHT OR 

MILLER LITE
during many football games 

throughout the season

$3 pints of Coors Light, Miller Lite & PBR / $4 pints of Sam Adams & Corona 7 days a 
week. Great brick oven pizza by Joe who's been making pizza for over 40 years.
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BY BILL PARRY

A Woodside veterans 
group will host a 9/11 re-
membrance ceremony for 
the sixth straight year in 
Doughboy Park Thursday.

There will be a candle-
light vigil with speeches, 
poetry and flower offerings 
followed by a reading of the 
names of the community’s 
fallen heroes.

“We have 34 names 
of the people we lost from 
Woodside and Sunnyside 
on the wall in Doughboy,” 
Woodside Civic Association 
President Ed Bergendahl 
said. “Many were police-
men and firefighters, in-
cluding Fire Marshal Ron 
Bucca, the only marshal in 
the FDNY to die that day. 
He was a Woodside guy.”

Bucca made it to the 
78th floor of the South Tow-
er before it collapsed. U.S. 
Army Camp Bucca in Iraq 

was named for him.
“There’s very strong 

patriotic feeling here in 
Woodside because we’ve 
lost so many during the 
nation’s conflicts,” Bergen-
dahl said. “Doughboy Park 
honors our World War I 
dead and our ZIP code has 
the largest representation 
of those lost in the Vietnam 
War. That memorial is just 
a block away.”

Bergendahl is a vet-
eran of the Korean War and 
the event is sponsored by 
The Doughboy Park Patri-
ots, a coalition of local civic 
groups and nonprofits.

“At the end we’re going 
to commemorate the bicen-
tennial of our national an-
them with an honor guard 
of active military from 
the United War Veterans 
Council,” Bergendahl said. 
“That should add patriotic 
flavor to our event.”

BY BILL PARRY

Food pantries and 
soup kitchens across the 
city are turning away the 
hungry because they do not 
have enough food on their 
shelves to distribute.

The City Council has 
recognized the crisis and 
is launching a $1.3 million 
food pantry initiative and, 
in addition, 33 Council 
members rallied residents 
in their districts to take 
part in a food drive.

“In a city with mil-
lions, it is a tragedy to 
have had nearly half of 
our pantries turn away 
people in need over the last 
year because they did not 
have enough food for dis-
tribution,” Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) said. “Together, 
with my Council colleagues 
and our advocates against 
hunger, I look forward to 
ensuring all food pantries 
across all five boroughs are 
adequately prepared to ad-
dress this citywide crisis.”

The Council an-
nounced the “Fill Up the 
Food Banks” drive in hon-
or of Mother Teresa’s 104th 
birthday, which was Aug. 
26. Each of the 33 Council 
members are asking their 
constituents to participate 
by donating non-perishable 
food supplies at drop-offs 
across the city.

“This food drive and 
pantry initiative will bring 

us one step closer to closing 
the inequality gap and end-
ing food poverty,” Ferreras 
said.

It is the first Council-
wide effort to help stock the 
city’s food banks. They are 
calling on their constitu-
ents to drop off cereal, pow-
dered milk, canned soup, 
canned meat, canned veg-
etables, pasta and peanut 
butter.

Donors can bring the 
foodstuffs to three locations 
across Ferreras’ 21st Dis-
trict. The 115th Precinct, 
at 92-15 Northern Blvd., the 
Action Missions Ministry 
Food Pantry, at 102-18 34th 

Ave., and Ferreras’ district 
office, at 32-33A Junction 
Blvd., are all accepting do-
nations. 

Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans) is 
also taking part in the food 
drive.

“Traveling through 
Queens and, in fact, the en-
tire city of New York, one 
can be overwhelmed by the 
amount of people served by 
our food pantries,” he said.

In announcing the 
campaign, Council Speak-
er Melissa Mark-Viverito 
(D-Manhattan) said, “Food 
security is a basic human 
right, yet every night far 

too many New Yorkers go to 
bed hungry. Food pantries 
are a vital resource in the 
fight against hunger, but 
citywide supply shortages 
and rising food costs have 
severely depleted their abil-
ity to serve New Yorkers in 
need of assistance.”

The crisis was exac-
erbated when the federal 
government cut funding for 
its food stamps program in 
November, reducing ben-
efits to an average of $1.40 
per person per meal.

Ferreras added that 
naming the food drive in 
honor of Mother Teresa 
was fitting.

NYPD officers and FDNY firefighters fold the flag at the 9/11 memo-
rial. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

City Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras calls for residents to donate non-perishable food supplies. 
Photo courtesy Ferreras

Woodside will remember
neighbors lost on 9/11

Food pantries nearly empty
Ferreras calls on district to donate non-perishable goods to help 
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

$CASH$$CASH$

Beer fest to raise funds 
for College Pt. institute

BY ALEX ROBINSON

College Point beer 
drinkers will be able to 
soak up some history while 
supporting a cultural in-
stitution in dire need of fi-
nancial help at the Poppen-
husen Institute’s annual 
Oktoberfest Sept. 13.

The Poppenhusen In-
stitute, at 114-04 14th Road, 
will take attendees back 
to the pre-Prohibition era, 
when the population of the 
neighborhood would double 
on weekends as beer drink-
ers would flock to dozens of 
beer gardens that littered 
the area.

“So we’re recreating 
that part of the College 
Point history,” said Susan 
Brustmann, the institute’s 
executive director, . “Peo-
ple can come to enjoy mu-
sic, activities and beer.”

The event is one of a 
number of annual events 
the institute started to hold 
to rake in much-needed do-
nations after it stopped re-
ceiving state funding a few 
years ago.

“It’s been very diffi-
cult,” Brustmann said. “It 
has a very rich and impor-
tant history, but we are not 
restoring this museum to 

be a shrine to the past. It is 
a living museum and has a 
ton of great programs.”

Brustmann said she 
hopes the institute will 
be able to raise $10,000 
through the event, but that 
is only a portion of the 
$80,000 it needs to plug its 
budget holes.

The Oktoberfest event 
is geared more toward 
adults, but is also a family 
affair as it will have face 
painting, a clown and a 
number of other activities 
for children.

Tours of the institute 
will be given, including 
old village jail cells in the 
building. Presentations 
about the history of Shea 
Stadium and the 1939 
World’s Fair will also take 
place inside.

The rest of the enter-
tainment will be outside, 
where German singers and 
dancers will perform and a 
band called Twin Gold will 
take to the stage to play 
songs from the 1950s and 
’60s.

Beer drinkers will 
have the choice between a 
special Oktoberfest brew 
and Coors Light, which will 
be provided by Manhattan 
Beer Distributors.

There will also be Ger-
man food on offer from a 
food cart and apple strudel 
from Zum Stammtisch, 
a German restaurant in 
Glendale.

The institute will also 
have a competition to see 
who can hold a beer stein 
the longest with an out-
stretched arm.

“We challenge all the 
big strong guys to come out 
and see if they can beat the 
record,” Brustmann said.

The building was built 
in 1868 and funded by Con-
rad Poppenhusen, a Ger-
man philanthropist and the 
founder of College Point. It 
was the site of the first free 
kindergarten in the United 
States and now serves as a 
community center. Poppen-
husen will be brought to 
life at the event, as an actor 
will be in character as the 
late entrepreneur.

Tickets for the event, 
which will run from noon 
to 6 p.m., cost $15 and all 
proceeds will go to the his-
toric institute. Children 
who are 5 and younger get 
in for free.

“Come out and drink 
a glass of beer with Conrad 
Poppenhusen,” Brustmann 
said.

The Poppenhusen Institute in College Point is set to hold its Oktoberfest event to raise funding. 
Photo by Chris Palermo
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TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org

LOBSTER SPECIAL FISH & CHIPS SPECIAL
 GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTER
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WITH COUPONS ONLY. ALL OFFERS EXPIRE 9/9/14

 Includes: Cup Of Any Chowder Or Bisque
 Premium Idaho French Fries Or Corn On The Cob  Cole Slaw

SHRIMP SPECIAL

BY BILL PARRY

Hugo Zenerato is a 
busy young man.

As an area super-
visor in charge of four 
high-volume McDonald’s 
restaurants in Corona 
and Jackson Heights, the 
26-year-old Rego Park resi-
dent oversees 170 workers 
while personally mentor-
ing several dozen young 
people on the staff with his 
leadership skills and his in-
spirational journey up the 
corporate ladder.

“I try to motivate and 
lead them,” he said. “I give 
them a road map that shows 
you can move up the chain 
and have a very success-
ful career in this company 
if you are willing to work 
hard.”

Zenerato was born and 
raised in Sao Paolo, Brazil, 
and moved to the United 
States, by himself, at 14 to 
live with an aunt in central 
New Jersey. There he be-
gan his rapid ascent work-
ing behind the counter as 
part of the crew in the local 
McDonald’s franchise.

By 21, Zenerato was 
the general manager of a 
franchise that turned a $3.1 
million profit in a single 
year and by age 23 he be-
came the youngest winner 
of the prestigious Ray Kroc 
Award, which recognizes 
the top 1 percent of restau-
rant managers across the 
entire U.S. system.

“When you consider 
there are 14,000 McDon-
ald’s in the country, the 
award is highly significant 
and really propelled me on 
the fast track,” he said. “I 
became an area supervisor 
in New Jersey, and when 
the owner bought four loca-
tions in Queens, he thought 
I was the one to run them 
for him.”

Twelve years after 
leaving Brazil, he thinks he 

has found the perfect place 
for himself.

Zenerato says he 
laughs when people ask 
him if he left Brazil to es-
cape crime and poverty.

“People ask me that 
all the time, but the truth 
is, I left because of my love 
of languages. I’m very pas-
sionate about foreign lan-
guages and I wanted to be 
somewhere I could learn as 
many as possible,” Zenera-
to said.

In addition to his na-
tive Portuguese, he learned 
English, French and Span-
ish.

“Now I am in the best 
place in the world to learn 
new languages,” he said. “I 
went from the middle of no-
where in central New Jer-
sey to the most diverse bor-
ough on the planet where 
over 140 different languag-
es are spoken. It couldn’t 
have worked out any better. 
I love the diversity.”

In addition to running 
the four Queens franchises, 
Zenerato continues his edu-
cation studying business 
administration and entre-
preneurship at DeVry Uni-
versity.

Area high schools will 
benefit from Zenerato’s love 
of education. When he took 
over the Corona and Jack-
son Heights locations in 
January, he brought along 
a special program that had 
never been done in Queens.

“It’s called McTeach-
er’s Night, where the facul-
ty from a local high school 
works behind the counter 
for three hours and all of 
their students come with 
their families to see them 
working in McDonald’s 
uniforms,” Zenerato said. 
“We donate a percentage of 
those sales to their schools 
for computers, library proj-
ects and trips.”

The teachers from Pio-
neer Academy in Corona 
were the first to test McTe-
acher’s Night in June.

“You could barely walk 
inside it was so packed,” Ze-
nerato said. “It was so suc-
cessful we plan to do it once 
or twice a month and we’ll 
start doing it at the other 
stores as well.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

McDonald’s manager’s 
life story inspires young 

Hugo Zenerato has been an inspiration to young workers for his 
rapid rise through a fast food corporation. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Check TimesLedger.com for primary coverage 
all day Tuesday, Sept. 9th
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BY BILL PARRY

The men in blue have 
arrived in Dutch Kills.

City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) announced 
last Thursday that he is 
expanding street cleaning 
efforts by workers from the 
Doe Fund’s Ready, Willing 
and Able program to in-
clude 36th Avenue as well 
as a 10-block stretch from 
27th to 36th streets.

“In the heart of Dutch 
Kills U.S.A. is 36th Avenue, 
a special stretch of both 
commercial and residen-
tial properties which rep-
resents the diversity of the 
neighborhood,” Van Bram-
er said. “This program was 
so successful in Woodside 
and Hunters Point that we 
extended it there and now 
we’re bringing this amaz-

ing organization here.”
The Doe Fund’s street 

cleaning program is now 
in 10 Council districts in 

Queens, and every day 
they clean 150 miles of New 
York City sidewalks. Van 
Bramer allocated $150,000 
to bring Ready, Willing and 
Able workers to his district 
this year alone.

The “men in blue” are 
all formerly homeless men 
who are participating in 
a nine-to-12-month transi-
tional work program. After 
one month to three months 
of street cleaning, the men 
choose recession-proof ca-
reer tracks and spend the 
rest of their time at the Doe 
Fund training, earning cer-
tifications and developing 
skills they need to achieve 
permanent self-sufficiency 
upon graduating.

“It’s an opportunity for 
them to work and improve 
their lives,” Van Bramer 
said. “The men in blue be-
come a part of the neighbor-

hood where people know 
their names.”

And they become extra 
sets of eyes that can help 
make the streets safer as 
an added benefit.

When Councilman 
Costa Constantinides (D-
Astoria) expanded Doe 
Fund street cleaning into 
central Astoria and Dit-
mars Boulevard earlier 
this year, it paid one unex-
pected dividend.

On May 31, Astoria res-
ident Alice Jaworsky wit-
nessed a Doe Fund worker 
named Jerome Fowlkes 
spring into action near 
Athens Square Park on the 
corner of 30th Avenue and 
31st Street.

“I observed Jerome 
run out into the intersec-
tion between the park and 
the 7-Eleven franchise and 
scoop up a child about 2 

or 3 years of age who had 
wandered into the intersec-
tion,” Jaworsky said. “If a 
car came down the street, 
a driver may not have seen 
the small child.”

The child’s mother had 
been inside the playground 
at PS 17 with another child 
and had not noticed that 
her daughter was missing.

“Out of bad comes 
good,” Jaworsky said. “If 
there was no Ready, Willing 
and Able program, there 
would have been no Jerome 
Fowlkes in Athens Square 
Park to do what he did.”

Eric Darby joined the 
Doe Fund last month af-
ter being unemployed for 
eight months. The Crown 
Heights, Brooklyn, resident 
was part of the contingent 
of the men in blue at the 
Van Bramer announcement 
in Dutch Kills.

Doe Fund worker Jerome Fowlkes saved a child who wandered into 
an Astoria intersection. 

Photo courtesy the Doe Fund

Doe Fund worker saves child in Dutch Kills
Hero Jerome Fowlkes rescues 2-year-old from intersection as ‘Men in Blue’ arrive for duty
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

The Queens Democrat-
ic Party’s viability is on the 
line this primary season — 
if you let political pundits 
tell it.

And they say its fate 
rests with the fraction of 
registered Democrats ex-
pected to cast ballots in 
state Sen. Tony Avella’s (D-
Bayside) race against for-
mer city Comptroller John 
Liu.

The Queens county or-
ganization recruited  Liu to 
run after Avella joined the 
Independent Democratic 
Conference, which shares 
control of the chamber with 
Republicans, in February.

The borough party 
did not back down from 
the primary when the IDC 
announced plans to align 
with mainline Democrats 
to run the Senate, unlike 
other borough Democratic 
machines that ended up 
 backing IDC members.

“The Queens county 
organization has put ev-
erything its got into Liu,” 

said Doug Muzzio, a politi-
cal science professor at Ba-

ruch College. “If they’re not 
dead, they’re moribund if 
they can’t win that race.”

Both Muzzio and Scott 
Levenson, founder of the 
Advance Group political 
consulting firm, said the 
Queens Democratic Party 
litmus test would 
likely play out amid 
anemic turnout be-
cause the top of the 
Sept. 9 primary tick-
et includes an in-
cumbent governor.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
faces a primary challenge 
from Zephyr Teachout, a 
Fordham University pro-
fessor, and Randy Credico, 
a Manhattan comedian.

Cuomo’s lieutenant 
governor running mate 
Kathy Hochul will vie for 
the party’s backing along 
with Teachout’s partner 
Tim Wu.

Besides the Liu-Avel-
la match-up, Sens. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) has 
a challenge from small 
business owner S.J. Jung; 

James Sanders (D-South 
Ozone Park), from real 
estate businessman Gian 
Jones and developer Everly 
Brown; and Malcolm Smith 
(D-Hollis), from former City 
Councilman Leroy Comrie 
and attorney Munir Avery.

State Assem-
blywoman Mar-
garet Markey 
(D-Maspeth) is 
a p p r o a c h i n g 
her first pri-
mary in years 

at the hands of Community 
Board 5 member Dmytro 
Fedkowskyj.

Despite the focus on 
the IDC, Muzzio and Leven-
son said the concern about 
who caucuses with whom 
has not caught on with vot-
ers.

Avella’s 11th Senate 
District, which encompass-
es Bayside, Whitestone, 
College Point, Bay Terrace, 
Douglaston, Hollis Hills 
and part of Flushing, has 
about 99,750 of the borough’s 
739,114 registered Demo-

crats, according to the state 
Board of Elections.

Between roughly 15,600 
and 15,800 people voted in 
Queens’ Senate Democratic 
primaries in 2010, the last 
non-presidential election 
cycle.

Levenson said Smith’s 
primary has also garnered 
widespread attention.

The southeast Queens 
senator was arrested in 
April 2013 and charged in 
an elaborate scheme to al-
legedly bribe his way onto 
the Republican line in the 
2013 mayoral elections.

He has maintained his 
innocence.

“It’s frankly an easier 
race for the Queens county 
organization,” Levenson 
said of the party picking 
Comrie. “There’s a huge 
perception hurdle for Mal-
colm to overcome ... and 
Leroy Comrie has been 
elected by many of the same 
folks in the Senate race.”

BY SARINA TRANGLE

State Sen. James Sand-
ers Jr. (D-South Ozone 
Park) has two familiar foes 
standing between him and 
his securing the Demo-
cratic line in the Sept. 9 
primary.

Gian Jones, a Bayswa-
ter resident with a real es-
tate business, and Everly 
Brown, a Rosedale develop-
er, are also running in the 
10th Senate District.

Jones sought Sanders’ 
seat in 2012, and Brown’s 
list of election bids includes 
a bout with then-City Coun-
cilman Sanders in 2003.

All candidates said 
economic development 
was a priority in the dis-
trict, which stretches from 
Arverne to Far Rockaway 
and up through Rosedale, 

Springfield Gardens, South 
Jamaica, South Ozone Park 
and Richmond Hill.

About 128,411 regis-
tered Democrats live in the 
district, according to the 
state Board of Elections. 
City primary results show 
some 9,500 voted in 2012, 
which was a presidential 
election year.

Sanders said he was 
close to opening a Rock-
away vocational school 
where businesses would 
train students for six 
months and then hire them. 
He said hotels near John F. 
Kennedy International Air-
port, truck transportation 
companies and diamond 
businesses were interested 
in the initiative.

The senator said he 
seeks to stem the tide of 
gentrification by building 

affordable housing on the 
northern side of the penin-
sula, pushing for communi-
ty benefit agreements when 

“mega developers” build in 
Rockaway and tapping the 
city Economic Development 
Corp. to negotiate CBAs on 

behalf of residents.
Jones said he would 

press for a credit union in 
the district. He would also 
stake out a preferential sta-
tus for constituents with 
minority, women and vet-
eran-owned businesses in-
terested in bidding on JFK 
contracts.

Jones, who worked as 
an aide to then-state  Assem-
blyman Gregory Meeks, en-
visioned supporting plans 
to revive the Rockaway 
Beach Long Island Rail 
Road spur and provide per-
manent and robust ferry 
service.

He, too, mentioned the 
need to balance gentrifi-
cation by supporting rent 
protections in multi-family 
homes.

Jones said he sought 
a resolution to a five-year 

legal case and served five 
months behind bars on a 
conspiracy to commit bank 
fraud charge. He publicly 
discusses this experience 
to show people can have 
success after prison.

Brown said he would 
open a community college 
on a public housing com-
plex in Rockaway, usher 
in an amusement park and 
gauge ways to support job 
providers by having bian-
nual audits of district em-
ployment.

Modeling a compre-
hensive social service dis-
trict off the Harlem Chil-
dren’s Zone also topped 
Brown’s goals.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

STATE SEN. JAMES SANDERS

Michael Reich, (r.) executive secretary of the Queens Democratic 
Party, stands with City Councilman Rory Lancman. 

Photo courtesy Rory Lancman

Sanders faces primary rematch with Jones and Brown 

Queens Dem Party on the line Sept. 9
Pundits say county organization confronts test of its might in John Liu vs. Tony Avella election
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CNG’s Queens newspapers, Times Ledger, 
Bayside Times, Flushing Times, Queens 
Weekly and Caribbean Life, have been an 
important part of the Queens advertising 
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pers let you target a specific neighborhood 
or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message.

If that’s not enough, we can spread your mes-
sage outside of Queens with CNG’s Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Manhattan newspapers, too.
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

It took him nearly 50 
years, but former Queens-
borough Community Col-
lege student Alexander 
Phillips has finally re-
ceived his college degree.

The 90-year-old Man-
hattan native, who now 
lives in Georgia, was given 
the surprise of a lifetime 
last month when his family 
arranged a party for him to 
celebrate getting the degree 
he had given up hope of one 
day having.

And it all started with 
a simple conversation he 
had with his daughter-in-
law.

Phillips was in his 
40s and living in Flushing 
when he enrolled at the 
Bayside school nearly half 
a century ago, hoping to 
earn his associate degree 
in applied sciences.

But before he was 
able to finish school, Phil-

lips was forced to leave 
QCC for medical reasons 
and entered the workforce 
without becoming a college 
graduate.

He led a successful ca-
reer with the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority, 
starting out as a bus driver 
in Queens before working 
his way up to chief, where 
he managed about 500 em-
ployees at bus depots across 
the city. Several years and 
three more promotions 
later, Phillips retired from 
the MTA in 1987, but he 
said he often thought about 
the degree he never got the 
chance to complete.

Earlier this sum-
mer, Phillips was talking 
with his son Anthony’s 
wife, Marsha, when he 
mentioned he felt disap-
pointment and regret over 
never finishing college. His 
daughter-in-law began to 
look into what she could do 
to help and contacted QCC 

on his behalf, and what the 
Phillips family heard back 
was something they never 
expected.

“Dr. Call spoke with 
the board at the school and 
they all agreed to give me a 
full-fledged certificate to be 

a member of the graduating 
class of 2014,” Phillips said. 
“It was a real surprise. My 
daughter-in-law is a real 
sweetheart and she and Dr. 
Call put in a lot of work to 
do this for me.”

Soon after, Phillips’ 
degree came in the mail 
along with a cap and gown 
traditionally worn at QCC’s 
graduation ceremonies, but 
he was not made aware 
of the surprise until his 
family arranged to throw 
a party in his honor. His 
children donned their own 
collegiate caps and gowns 
along with their father to 
celebrate his newest accom-
plishment.

“It’s really quite an 
achievement,” Phillips said. 
“I think I got about 20 years 
younger. It’s really taken 
some years off my life.”

Phillips said education 
and hard work have always 
been values he instilled in 
his children from a young 

age. His four daughters all 
have college degrees and 
his son Anthony, who now 
cares for Phillips at his 
home in Douglasville, Ga., 
runs his own thriving an-
tique business.

Phillips said the expe-
rience that QCC gave him, 
even though he left the 
school without completing 
his degree, has stuck with 
him throughout his life-
time and encouraged him 
to always try his hardest to 
succeed. He recalled a life-
changing lesson his former 
math teacher at QCC gave 
him that led to the success-
ful career he had and the 
hardworking children he 
raised.

“I saw him in the hall-
way one day and I told him 
I wanted to know math well 
enough to be able to discuss 
it with people,” Phillips 
said. “All he said to me was 
one word: persevere.”

Alexander Phillips holds the degree he received from 
Queensborough last month at the age of 90. 

Photo courtesy Queensborough Community College

Queensborough awards 90-year-old long-awaited degree
Alexander Phillips becomes a member of Class of 2014 after family reaches out to Bayside college
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during the shutdown are 
a testament to our team’s 
hard work,” Department 
of Subways Vice President 
Joe Leader said. “I thank 
each and every one of the 
hundreds of employees who 
worked so hard over the 
past five weeks to get the 
job done.”

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Astoria), MTA 
officials and elected lead-
ers rode the first train out 
of Court Square thanking 
riders for their patience. 
“This is an exciting day 
because the G train is back 
and better than ever,” Ma-
loney said. “The $84 mil-
lion in repairs, which were 
entirely federally funded, 
have made the G train 
more resilient to any future 
extreme weather occur-
rences.”

The G train averages 
more than 100,000 riders 
during the work week, rid-
ers who had to rely on shut-
tle buses to get to and from 
work.

“I always say shuttle 
buses are a scary alterna-
tive for riders,” Straphang-
ers Campaign spokesman 
Gene Russianoff said. “You 
always know where your 
subway is going, but with 
shuttle buses you’re never 
quite sure where you’re go-
ing to end up or whether 
you’re even on the right 
bus.”

Overall, the MTA has 
been allocated nearly $3.8 
billion in funding from the 
Federal Transit Adminis-
tration for repair, resilien-
cy and disaster relief work.

Meanwhile, riders of 
the Q103 bus, which con-
nects Long Island City with 
Astoria, is just one public 
hearing away from becom-
ing permanent.

The agency introduced 
extended hours and week-
end service on a trial basis 
this summer, taking riders 
past Socrates Sculpture 
Park, the Noguchi Muse-
um, the Chocolate Factory 
theater and other cultural 
institutions as well as sev-
eral waterfront parks along 
the East River.

The Q103 also provides 

transportation options for 
many who live far from the 
subway.

State Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria), who 
lobbied for years for the 
extended service, said, “At 
long last permanent week-
end service and extended 
hours for the Q103 are in 
sight. Though not yet final, 
the overwhelming support 
for this initiative from the 
community and local cul-
tural institutions leaves me 
optimistic that the extend-
ed summer service will be 
made permanent when the 
MTA makes its decision.

“I look forward to 
joining western Queens 
residents, museums, parks 
and theaters in celebrating 
these permanent service 
upgrades soon.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 1 

G Train
first day last Thursday.

“I wanted my first of-
ficial day to coincide with 
the first day for the new 
students,” he said. “There 
was a common bond of a 
new beginning there.”

Matos Rodríguez  was 
selected by the CUNY 
board of trustees in June 
for the position after for-
mer President James 
Muyskens stepped down 
at the end of last year.

He was president of 
Hostos Community Col-
lege in the Bronx for five 
years before getting the 
nod to lead Queens Col-
lege.

“There’s always a 
special bond when you 
come in with the new class 
of students and faculty. 
There’s a sense we’re all 
freshman,” he said. “In 
a way, I’m a transfer stu-
dent coming from another 
school.”

Matos Rodríguez got 
his Ph.D. in history at 
Columbia University be-

fore going on to teach at a 
number of schools, includ-
ing Yale, Northeastern 
University and Boston 
College.

He started his CUNY 
career in 2000 at Hunter 
College as director of the 
Center for Puerto Rican 
Studies.

The new Queens Col-
lege president also served 
as cabinet secretary of 
the Department of Fam-
ily Services in his native 
Puerto Rico for two years 
between stints at CUNY.

Matos Rodríguez said 
he was excited to have the 
opportunity to come to 

Queens College, which was 
recently named second on 
Washington Monthly’s 
list of “Best Bang for the 
Buck,” ranking schools 
nationwide on affordabil-
ity and quality of educa-
tion.

“The great blessing 
for me is that I’m coming 
to an institution that has 
a national reputation, stel-
lar faculty and the best 
students in the CUNY sys-
tem,” he said. “So I think 
my challenge is to work 
with the faculty, staff, stu-
dents to take that to the 
next level.”

Continued from Page 1 

Rodriquez

Visit us at
www.Timesledger.com

Felix Matos Rodriguez starts his first week as president of 
Queens College. Photo courtesy Queens College/Audrey C. 

Tiernan
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 
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hit really hard,” said Susan 
Carroll, a resident of the 
Flushing apartment build-
ing where the noise moni-
tor sits.

Carroll said the Feder-
al Aviation Administration 
has been directing planes 
to fly a route known as the 
TNNIS climb, which routes 
planes and their noise away 
from Arthur Ashe Stadium 
and into the residential sec-
tions of Flushing, more fre-
quently in recent months 
than ever before.  This has 
caused homeowners to en-
dure the increase in noise 
that goes along with the 
change in flight paths, she 
said.

Since this year’s US 
Open began last week, Car-
roll said the route has been 
followed exclusively during 
the tournament and is caus-
ing even more noise to be 
rerouted over their homes.

“It’s been used a lot 
more than [the FAA] said 
it would be, so now this is 
where we find ourselves,” 
Carroll said.

Carroll has had the 
noise monitor on top of 
her building for about a 
month now and she said she 
checks it every day through 

the online system to see 
what kind of decibel read-
ings are being registered. 
The 96-decibel reading was 
the highest she said she has 
seen so far, but she said the 
monitor usually registers 
average decibel readings in 
the mid-70s to low-80s.

A decibel level in the 
80s is commonly compared 
to the noise from freight 
trains or helicopters at 
close distances. Any deci-
bel level above 90, compa-
rable to a motorcycle at a 
distance of 25 feet, is known 
as the point where hearing 
damage can start to occur 
if exposed long term, ac-
cording to data from Pur-
due University.

A safe decibel level is 
considered to be under 65.

“The fact of the matter 
is that no residential area 

should be under planes 
that are flying at 96 deci-
bels,” Carroll said. “That’s 
a harmful level and these 
planes are coming in every 
minute. When all the read-
ings are really high, there’s 
something wrong here.”

Carroll said she con-
tinues to watch the noise 
levels that her neighbor-
hood is subjected to and 
files complaints frequently 
with the Port Authority’s 
noise office. As she contin-
ues to be involved in the 
battle to lower the impact 
of increased air traffic, she 
said she remains hopeful 
that a solution is on the ho-
rizon.

“There needs to be a 
more unified effort to make 
this better for us because 
we can’t live like this,” she 
said.

ing increasingly popular 
at weddings and private 
parties, allowing different 
age groups to dance to their 
preferred music. It became 
a craze in Britain after ap-
pearing at the 2005 Glaston-
bury music festival.

The program, called 
Lincoln Center Local’s Si-
lent Disco, will open at 5:50 
p.m. and professional dance 
lessons by instructor Diane 
Nardone will begin at 6 p.m. 
Beginning at 7 p.m., par-
ticipants will start dancing 
to the music being fed into 
wireless headphones they 
will be given upon arrival.

Two different DJs, Bill 
Coleman and hustle main-
stay Bobby Morales, will 
spin different sets of music 
in each headphone chan-
nel, creating simultaneous 
and ever-shifting dance 

parties. The dancing will 
continue until 10 p.m.

“Together we are 
bringing dynamic pro-
gramming that not only 
engages the community but 
also brings world-class pro-
ductions and entertainment 
to the people,” Van Bramer 
said. “There’s no better 
way to enjoy your Friday 
night than by dancing the 
night away with family 
and friends while enjoying 
sweeping views along the 
East River in Long Island 
City as the sun sets.”

While attendance is 
free, it is on a first come, 
first serve basis. Personal 
ID is required to obtain 
headphones, either student 
ID if under 18 or govern-
ment issue such as a driv-
er’s license for adults. Free 
will donations to Lincoln 
Center are encouraged to 
support its free program-
ming and refreshments 
will be available for sale.

Lincoln Center Local’s 
Silent Disco will be the first 
organization to provide 
public programming at 
Hunters Point South Park 
since it opened last year.

“Lincoln Center and 
its wonderful performanc-
es and programs belong in 
all the boroughs, not just 
Manhattan,” Jed Bern-
stein, president of Lincoln 
Center, said. “Great art for 
all is not just a pipe dream, 
it is a goal we are pursuing 
every day.”

The Sept. 12 event will 
occur weather permitting. 
For further information, 
visit lincolncenter.org.

“I am glad to have 
partnered with Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
and Lincoln Center in plan-
ning what is sure to be a 
fabulous evening of music 
and dancing on the spectac-
ular Queens waterfront,” 
Katz said.

Continued from Page 1 

Noise

Continued from Page 1 

Disco

An American Airlines flight decends low over Northern 
Boulevard to make a landing at LaGuardia Airport.
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

While S.J. Jung and state 
Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-Flushing) 
both reject the notion of ethnic 
politics, it may have a significant 
impact on the race for the 16th 
Senate District.

Stavisky’s bizarrely shaped 
district was recently redistricted 
in 2012 so that it is now 53 percent 
Asian, 23 percent white and 17 
percent Hispanic, according to 
census data. The district includes 
parts of Flushing, Bayside, Whit-
estone, Rego Park and Forest 
Hills.

Jung, a Korean-American ac-
tivist and small business owner, 
has emerged as a leader in the im-
migrant community and recently 
traveled to Washington to advo-
cate for comprehensive immigra-
tion reform.

Stavisky is also popular 
among her Asian constituents 
and has received the support of 
state Assemblyman Ron Kim 
(D-Flushing), who was the first 

Korean-American elected to the 
state Legislature.

Jung stepped down as presi-
dent of Flushing’s MinKwon 
Center for Community Action in 
May to challenge the seven-term 

incumbent, who followed suit 
and launched her own campaign 
within days of Jung’s announce-
ment.

At her own kick-off, Stavisky 
rolled out a long list of elected of-

ficials and community leaders to 
endorse her right off the bat.

Neither candidate has been 
willing to criticize their oppo-
nent, and there is little in terms 
of their policy that differs.

Jung has said he respects 
what Stavisky has done for the 
community, but that it is time for 
new leadership to boost his pri-
orities to the forefront. Stavisky 
has refused to comment on her 
opponent’s campaign except to 
say he has been fairly quiet on the 
Women’s Equality Act.

Using the help of an army of 
volunteers and interns, Jung has 
rolled out a number of policy pri-
orities, which include cleaning up 
Albany, revitalizing the Flushing 
waterfront and raising the mini-
mum wage.

Stavisky is running on her 
record as a state legislator and 
has said that, if re-elected, she 
will work toward passing the 
Dream Act, the Women’s Equal-
ity Act and campaign finance 
reform.

The incumbent has won sup-
port from a large number of elect-
ed officials, including U.S. Sens. 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) and 
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.), as well 
as Mayor Bill de Blasio.

The Working Families Par-
ty, which endorsed Jung in his 
race for City Council in 2009, 
has thrown its weight behind 
Stavisky this time around.

Jung received a nod from 
lieutenant governor candidate 
Tim Wu a week before the prima-
ry, but has not received endorse-
ments from other prominent 
elected officials.

The two are neck-and-neck 
in fund-raising, but Jung has far 
outspent Stavisky to date. The 
incumbent now has $170,000 in 
hand, while Jung has $90,000.

Reach reporter Alex Robinson 
by e-mail at arobinson@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4566.

 BY SARINA TRANGLE

It is a case of fresh vs. famil-
iar in the 30th state Assembly 
District primary.

Dmytro Fed-
kowskyj, a Community 
Board 5 member, is chal-
lenging 16-year-incum-
bent Margaret Markey 
in the Sept. 9 primary in the west-
ern Queens district.

Fedkowskyj’s campaign has 
largely hinged on his education 
work, first on the District 24 Com-
munity Education Council and 
then as Queens’ representative 
to the city Panel for Educational 
Policy.

But in recent weeks he has 
taken to calling the incumbent 
ineffective.

Meanwhile, Markey has 
brandished support from the 
Queens County Democratic Par-
ty, established elected officials 
and dozens of unions while her 
campaign touts her experience 
and described Fedkowskyj as out 

of touch.
It has been difficult to suss 

out where the two diverge on 
policy.

The state Board 
of Elections says about 
34,589 registered Demo-
crats live in the 30th As-
sembly District, which 
includes Maspeth, 

Woodside and portions of Asto-
ria, Long Island City, Middle Vil-
lage and Sunnyside.

Markey has not faced a com-
petitive primary since she was 
elected in 1988. City BOE results 
show Queens Assembly districts 
attracted between roughly 3,500 
and 7,160 voters in the 2002 Demo-
cratic primary, the most recent to 
fall on a non-presidential election 
year and also have an incumbent 
governor in a race.

Fedkowskyj, a Middle Vil-
lage accountant, said he met 
many while campaigning who 
were unaware of Markey.

“If I’m in office for 15 years, 
people are going to know who I 

am,” he said.
Markey campaign spokes-

man Michael Armstrong coun-
tered that Fedkowskyj seemed 
unaware of how Albany works — 
so much so that he failed to show 

face in much of the district and 
publicly railed against Markey 
over a gifted program at an Asto-
ria school outside her district.

“This guy doesn’t even have 
a map,” Armstrong said, before 

rattling off a list of what he de-
scribed as accomplishments of 
Markey’s role on the Assembly’s 
Ways and Means Committee, 
including funding for universal 
pre-kindergarten, a larger educa-
tion budget, money for commemo-
rative World’s Fair events and 
refurbishing a Long Island Rail 
Road locomotive.

Markey, who also chairs the 
Committee on Tourism, Parks, 
Arts and Sports Development, 
has received endorsements from 
a slew of unions and has amassed 
about $15,506 in her war chest.

Fedkowskyj is going up 
against her with  $13,938 in his 
campaign coffers and endorse-
ments from the city Fire Marshals 
Benevolent Association, National 
Latino Officers Association and 
CEC leaders.

Reach reporter Sarina Tran-
gle at 718-260-4546 or by e-mail at 
strangle@cnglocal.com.

Assemblywoman Margaret Markey (l.) faces challenger Dmytro Fedkowskyj in the 
Democratic primary.  

S.J. Jung is challenging state Sen. Toby Stavisky in District 16.

Fedkowskyj and Markey set to square off in primary

Stavisky, Jung pitch district priorities
Korean American refuses to criticize long-serving senator who is opponent in race for Senate seat
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CHOICE OF APPETIZER
Goulash Soup or Salad

CHOICE OF ENTRÉE
Served with Homefried Potatoes.
Choice of Pork or Chicken Cutlet:

Wienerschnitzel
traditional breaded cutlet, served with lemon

Wienerschnitzel ala Holstein
with an egg, capers and anchovie (optional)

Jägerschnitzel
mushroom sauce, house favorite

Zigeunerschnitzel
onion, pepper, paprika sauce

Schnitzel Hawaii
pineapple, curryrahm sauce, ham and cheese

Pfe�erschnitzel
light peppercorn cream sauce

FOR DESSERT
Homemade Rice Pudding

with meringue topping
Co�ee or �ea

�ondays � �uesdays Pri� �i�
Only $21.95

Dine-In Only. No Substitutions.

gggg

Scan �o Join Our �ailing �ist for
	�clusive �oney-Saving O�ers

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience
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