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BY JUAN SOTO

They became U.S. citi-
zens under the same roof 
where Rufus King once 
lived, one of the Founding 
Fathers of the U.S. Consti-
tution.

“This is something I 
wanted to do forever,” said 

a smiling Alejandra Oso-
rio, a Venezuelan natural.

She was one of 62 new 
American citizens from 17 
nations that took the oath 
administered by Judge 
Kiyo Matsumoto, of the 
U.S. Court for the Eastern 
District of New York, under 
a white tent at the 11.5-acre 

Rufus King Park in down-
town Jamaica Wednesday.

The date was special. 
President Harry Truman 
signed a bill in 1952 estab-
lishing Sept. 17, the day 
the U.S. Constitution was 
signed 227 years ago, as Citi-
zen Day.

A CNG Publication • Vol. 3, No. 38 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Former city Comptroller 
John Liu’s political aspirations 
took a big hit last week after he ac-
cepted defeat at the hands of state 

Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside).
Liu conceded Tuesday morn-

ing, a week after the Democratic 
primary, which the incumbent 
won by 4.4 percent, according to 
unofficial city Board of Elections 

results.
“Public service, to me, is a 

calling, not a career, and this race 
was always about the opportunity 
to serve our community and fight 
for our Democratic values in Alba-

ny. And in that respect, the results 
were a success,” Liu said in a state-
ment Tuesday morning. “While we 
may have fallen just short in the 
voting booth, our message resonat-
ed loud and clear — the people of 
this district want a true Democrat 
who will stand up for our progres-
sive values, and we will hold our 
elected officials accountable by 
their actions, not just their words.”

Liu’s campaign said that af-
ter crunching the numbers, it be-
came clear that the 568-vote gap 
between the two candidates was 
going to be too wide to close, even 
with the roughly 1,000 absentee 
ballots yet to be counted.

The incumbent senator, who 
will likely win a third term in 
Albany come November, won his 
largest leads in a part of his dis-
trict, which includes Beechhurst, 
Whitestone and Bayside, unoffi-
cial BOE results showed.

“It was a spirited primary 
race,” Avella said Tuesday. “I look 
forward to the November election 
and to ultimately returning to 
Albany to represent my constitu-
ents in what is sure to be a pivotal 
legislative session.”

BY KELSEY DURHAM

A mix-up surrounding the 
city’s new free lunch program for 
middle school students was mis-
interpreted by districts around 
the city, resulting in some stu-
dents being sent to school without 
a lunch.

And the school was not pre-
pared to serve them one.

The new program included 
in the city’s budget for the 2014-15 
fiscal year allocated $6.25 million 
for middle school students across 
the five boroughs to get free lunch 
from school, an initiative the city 
hopes to eventually expand to fur-
ther grades.

But the program only has 
funding to provide meals for 
students in standalone middle 
schools rather than all seventh- 
and eighth-grade students in ev-
ery school in New York City, such 
as K-8 or K-12 schools.

On the first day of school 
earlier this month, miscommu-
nication between the city and 
its schools led parents to believe 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

As the borough president sees it, Queens’ fu-
ture lies in its heritage.

Borough President Melinda Katz released 
her 2014 policy statement last week, highlighting 
efforts to harness Queens’ diversity via tourism 

Katz’s policy platform
focuses on tourism

More than 60 people became United 
States citizens Wednesday, including 
Mohammad Kamal Hossain and Shamsun 
Nahar.  Photo by Chris Palermo

Some students 
not receiving 
free lunches

Liu concedes to Avella in tight race
Former comptroller’s political future uncertain after primary day defeat
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Jamaica welcomes new U. S. citizens

A TIME TO REMEMBER

NYPD Detective Won Chang has a moment to himself during the 9/11 Memorial Park dedication in Flushing Sept. 11. 
Photo by Chris Palermo
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
More than 300 Queen-

sites came out to a rally at 
Cunningham Park Sun-
day afternoon to demand 
an end to the constant din 
emanating from airplanes 
traveling to and from the 
borough’s airports.

Advocacy group 
Queens Quiet Skies hosted 
the rally, which was attend-
ed by a long list of elected 
officials and community 
leaders, to put pressure on 
the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration to reduce air 
traffic and the noise that 
comes with it.

“I can’t sleep. I can’t 
watch TV. I can’t sit on my 
terrace,” said Susan Car-
roll, a Flushing resident 
and member of Queens 
Quiet Skies. “I have to keep 
the AC on even in cooler 
weather to drown out the 
noise.”

Protesters said the in-
creasing amount of planes 
passing above them has 
made their suburban neigh-
borhoods uninhabitable 
and has severely damaged 
their quality of life.

In November, Gov. An-
drew Cuomo mandated a 
series of roundtable discus-
sions between residents, 
the PA and the FAA about 
the issue, and several meet-
ings have been held since.

But Queens Quiet Skies 
has been disappointed with 
the format of the forums, as 
there have been separate 
meetings for each of the 
area’s major airports.

“In recent months, we 
have created noise round-
tables to bring together 
the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, the Port Au-
thority, elected officials 
and community to discuss 
noise problems, unveiled 
a feature on the PA’s web-
site that allows residents 
to track planes and decibel 
levels over their commu-
nities and deployed more 
noise monitors around 
both airports to help collect 
additional data,” said PA 

spokesman Ron Marsico. 
“Additionally, the agency is 
nearing selection of a con-
sultant to help implement 
the governor’s request for 
federal Part 150 noise stud-
ies at both JFK and LaGuar-
dia [airports] to determine 
what steps may be possible 
to help alleviate specific 
noise issues.”

The FAA said that 
while it has not made any 
changes to air traffic routes 
over the Nassau County-
Queens border, there has 
been an increased usage 
of air traffic routes that go 
over some areas due to pre-
dominant winds from the 
north.

U.S. Reps. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) and Steve Isra-
el (D-Melville) announced 
at the rally that they have 
sent a letter, signed by 26 
members of Congress, to 
the FAA calling for the na-
tional standard for noise 
levels to be lowered. The 
Congress members said the 
standard should be lowered 
from the current 65 decibel 
Day-Night Sound Level to 
55 DNL.

“We are here to demand 
once and for all that the 

FAA enforce the law, main-
tain safe skies, but keep the 
peace on the ground,” Isra-
el said. “Study after study 
has agreed the decibel level 
should be lowered. The 
longer the FAA waits, the 
louder it gets. Quit waiting. 
Quit studying. Give these 
communities the peace and 
the quiet they deserve once 
and for all.”

Carroll lives in an 
apartment building in 
Flushing, where the PA 
placed a noise monitor to 
collect data. She said it has 
broken down three times 
since it was installed and 
lost six days worth of data. 
It has also shown decibel 
level readings that are fre-
quently in the 80s and 90s, 
she said.

“We deserve better,” 
Carroll said. “No one should 
be subjected to planes 
flying at low altitudes at 
one-minute intervals for 
18 hours a day every day. 
Enough is enough.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Bayside resident Rosemarie Brennan holds a sign advocating for 
no noise at the Rally Against Airplane Noise at Cuningham Park in 
Fresh Meadows Sunday. Photo by Chris Palermo

Queens residents rally 
against airplane noise
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BY JUAN SOTO

City Councilman 
Donovan Richards (D-Lau-
relton) introduced legisla-
tion in the Council that 
recognizes “the dangers of 
climate change to human 
health.”

He called for the use 
of renewable energy and to 
stop using fossil fuels, like 
carbon and oil.

Richards, chairman 
of the Committee on Envi-
ronmental Protection, also 
said the resolution sup-
ports the People’s Climate 
March that will take place 
in Manhattan Sept. 21.

“Climate change has 
long been taboo,” said the 
lawmaker. “But we simply 
cannot ignore the wealth 
of compelling evidence re-
garding our impact on the 
environment.”

The march is sched-
uled to begin at 11:30 a.m. 
at Columbus Circle in Man-
hattan. The march will 
take place two days before 
the celebration of the Unit-
ed Nations Climate Sum-
mit Sept. 23.

“The People’s Climate 
March is going to be like 
New York City itself: big, di-
verse and, above all, loud,” 
said May Boeve, of 350.org, 
a grassroots global climate 
movement.

Richards pointed out 
that the passing of the legis-
lation, which he described 
as “historic,” “highlights 
the commitment to envi-
ronmental preservation 
and a greener future for 
New York City.”

Days before the Coun-
cil voted of Richards’ reso-
lution, the lawmaker vis-
ited Susquehanna County, 
Pennsylvania, to analyze 
the environmental impact 
on the communities where 
hydraulic fracturing, a pro-
cess to extract natural gas, 
takes place.

The Pennsylvania re-
gion was chosen because 
“extensive hydraulic frac-
turing” occurs there, said 
Richards, and also because 
it neighbors New York 
state.

Known as fracking, 
the practice is controver-
sial due to the injection of 
chemicals into the ground 
at a high pressure.

“New York has main-
tained a ban on hydraulic 
fracturing due to initial 
uncertainty of risks associ-
ated with the process,” said 
the lawmaker. “I believe we 
can safely conclude that in-
creasing our reliance upon 
natural gas or any other 
fossil fuel is a step away 
from building a truly sus-
tainable and environmen-
tally sound future.”

New York state banned 
fracking six years ago.

Richards partnered 
with Food and Water Watch 
New York, a nonprofit that 
calls for “common-sense 
policies” to have healthier 
food and drinking water, in 
his bus trip to Susquehan-
na County.

The tour to the Penn-
sylvania region pretended 
to see “the effects of frack-
ing first-hand.”

“New Yorkers are 
hearing more and more 
about the alarming health 
and environmental haz-
ards of fracking, which is 
why so many of us are so 
opposed to it,” said Eric 
Weltman, from Food and 
Water Watch.

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564

BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
A Flushing deacon, 

who was found guilty of im-
migration fraud after she 
coached asylum seekers 
how to lie on their applica-
tions, has been sentenced 
to three years’ probation, 
the U.S. attorney’s office in 
Manhattan said.

Liying Lin, 30, had 
faced up to 25 years in pris-
on for conducting biweekly 
training sessions for asylum 
seekers in which she would 
teach them how to fabricate 
stories to support fraudulent 
asylum claims, according to 
an indictment filed in Man-
hattan federal court.

“We’re very satisfied 
with the sentence. I think 
it was the appropriate sen-
tence given the nature of 
her offense,” said Kenneth 
Paul, the attorney repre-
senting Lin in the case. 
“She was facing significant-
ly more jail time even prior 

to going to trial in terms of 
a plea offer. Having gone to 
trial and all the facts com-
ing out, it led to the appro-
priate sentence, which was 
a non-jail sentence.”

After a seven-day trial 
in March, a jury unani-
mously found Lin guilty of 
one count of conspiracy to 
commit immigration fraud 
and two counts of immi-
gration fraud. She was ac-
quitted of one count of im-
migration fraud, the U.S. 
attorney’s office said.

Lin held her training 
sessions in exchange for do-
nations and direct payments 
at the Full Gospel Global 
Mission Church in Flush-
ing, at 42-60 Colden St., Suite 
1A, where she worked, ac-
cording to the indictment.

One-on-one training 
sessions were also on offer, 
but would cost applicants 
a larger cash donation, the 
indictment said.

Immigration laws re-
quire that asylum seekers 
can prove they have suffered 
persecution in their home 
country or at least a well-
founded fear they might be 
oppressed if they return.

Lin would therefore 
brief applicants on the 
kinds of questions they 
would be asked about reli-
gious persecution and how 
to answer them, according 
to U.S. Attorney Preet Bha-
rara’s office, and she would 
also provide baptism docu-
ments for additional cash.

During applicant in-
terviews, Lin would serve 
as a translator and would 
kick applicants under the 
table if they gave an answer 
that deviated from what 
she had coached them to 
say, court papers said. She 
would also falsely translate 
their Chinese answer if it 
was not what she had told 
them to say, according to 
the indictment.

Lin’s arrest in 2012, 
along with 25 others, was 
part of a federal crackdown 
on immigration fraud and 
the culmination of a three-
year investigation by the 
FBI.

Others charged in 
the investigation included 
Flushing translators, law-
yers and paralegals, the in-
dictment said.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

BY ALEX ROBINSON

A former Flushing 
resident was sentenced to 
25 years to life last week 
for the 1995 slaying of a 
21-year-old man, Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown said.

Judge Barry Schwartz 
handed down the sentence 
to Andrew Caballero, 39, 
in Queens Criminal Court 
after he was found guilty 
of the gruesome murder 
of Jason Kollman, of East 
Flushing.

Kollmann was stabbed 
15 times and dragged 
across the roof of an apart-
ment building, at 43-43 Kis-
sena Blvd., before he was 
thrown onto a fifth-story 
fire escape and left to die 
Feb. 1, 1995.

The case remained un-
solved for years until new 
testimony by two witnesses 

led the NYPD’s cold case 
squad to Caballero, who 
they then charged with sec-
ond-degree murder in 2012.

The jury found Cabal-
lero guilty after two days 
of deliberating following a 
two-week trial at the begin-
ning of August in Queens 
Criminal Court.

“The residents of 
Queens County can feel se-

cure knowing that these two 
violent predators are off the 
streets and behind bars,” 
Brown said of Caballero’s 
sentence and another un-
related homicide sentence 
given out on the same day. 
“The sentences meted out by 
the court speak loudly and 
in unison about society’s 
abhorrence for the sense-
less and deliberate killing 

of other human beings.”
Nadia Sierra, who 

lived in the building with 
Caballero at the time, and 
Oscar Balarezo, a friend, 
testified they saw the de-
fendant coming out of the 
building’s elevator soaked 
with blood shortly after he 
reportedly got into an alter-
cation with Kollmann.

Prosecutors said Ca-
ballero had lived with 
Sierra in the Kissena 
Boulevard building for a 
few more weeks after Koll-
mann’s death before she 
begged him to leave. He al-
legedly admitted to her he 
killed Kollmann because 
he wanted to know what it 
felt like to kill somebody, 
prosecutors said.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Jason Kollmann was stabbed several times in the neck and body 
before being thrown off the roof of this address in 1995, prosecu-
tors said.

LIYING LIN

DONOVAN RICHARDS

Judge gives 25 years to life in cold case

Flushing deacon sentenced
Lin gets 36 months probation after immigration fraud conviction

Richards plans for
climate change rally
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BY BILL PARRY

Sheila Lewandowski is 
about to get even busier.

In addition to the up-
coming fall schedule at The 
Chocolate Factory Theater, 
of which she is the founder 
and executive director, she 
was the only New Yorker 
named to the latest class 
of The Chief Executive 
Program at National Arts 
Strategies, an organiza-
tion dedicated to leading 
change throughout the arts 
and culture sector.

“I love learning from 
peers, but this is a group 
made up of community 
leaders in arts communi-
ties from 23 different na-
tions,” Lewandowski said. 
“The interaction with like-
minded people, all leaders 
in their communities that 
do art-driven projects, will 
better prepare me to tackle 
challenges here in my com-
munity.”

In addition to her work 
at the Obie Award-winning 
theater, at 5-49 49th Ave. 
in Long Island City, Le-
wandowski is a member 
of Community Board 2, a 
founding member of LIC 
Business Women, founder 
of The Taste of LIC, a mem-
ber of the Queens Botanical 
Garden and on the Steer-
ing Committee at Hunters 
Point South Park.

She was also the first 
managing director at the 
Queens Council on the 
Arts, where she increased 
the budget by 20 percent, 
and two years ago she was 
added to a list of Women 
of Distinction by the state 
Senate for everything she 
does in the community.

“You find the time 
when it’s something you’re 
passionate about,” she said.

Now she joins the 
National Arts Strategies’ 
Chief Executive Program.

“These 50 leaders 
will have the ideas, tools 
and connections to affect 
change in their organiza-
tions and to accelerate 
their work collectively to 

strengthen communities 
and the cultural sector,” 
NAS CEO Gail Crider said.

The roster includes 
directors of cultural in-
stitutions from across the 
country and overseas, in-
cluding Taiwan, England 
and Egypt. The program 
will include three in-person 
educational events at Van-
derbilt University in Mem-
phis, Tenn., the University 
of Michigan’s Ross School 
of Business and finally at 
the Sundance resort.

The events are de-
signed to help leaders move 
forth their own unique ob-
jectives and goals.

“The project I’m work-
ing on that’s most impor-
tant to me is finding a 
permanent home for my 
Chocolate Theater,” Lewan-
dowski said. “I can’t wait 
to learn what leaders from 
Palo Alto, California, or Bo-
gota, Colombia, would do if 
they were in my position. 
That will make me more 
effective and definitely 
broaden my own personal 
network.”

When the director of 
National Arts Strategies, 

Sunny Widmann, informed 
Lewandowski of her place 
on the Chief Executive 
Program, she wrote, “We 
are certain that we’ve as-
sembled a truly exceptional 
group of leaders for this 
program, and your vision 
and experience make you a 
perfect fit.”

Lewandowski’s selec-
tion was roundly applauded 
in Long Island City.

“We’re all very proud 
of her because it’s such a 
big honor,” Manducatis 
Rustica owner Gianna Cer-
bone Teoli said. “She’s such 
a great leader in our com-
munity and she totally de-
serves the recognition.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Chocolate Factory founder Sheila Lewandowski is selected 
to an international panel on art community leadership. 
 Photo courtesy Taste of LIC

LIC community leader
picked for elite art team

Contact the 
newsroom:

718-260-4545
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No, that’s not a typo. No, that’s not a typo. 

Discover the rewards of Qside Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

With some of the lowest rates around, 
Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 
money, reduce your debt more quickly, and 
even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Federally Insured by NCUA*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.

BY BILL PARRY

The inaugural Eat in 
Astoria restaurant festival 
includes 50 restaurants and 
bars offering special deals 
to participants bearing a 
free foodie pass from Sept. 
19 to 28.

Each establishment 
will offer special deals, in-
cluding prix fixe menus as 
low as $25.

“The goal is to show-
case everything about this 
great neighborhood from 
the restaurant and bar 
scene to its magnificent 
culture,” event co-founder 
David Paxton said. “We’re 
changing the way people do 
restaurant weeks.”

Eat in Astoria is fea-
turing popular restaurants 
like MP Taverna, Marketa 
and Snowdonia as well as 
newcomers like Mars, Pink 
Nori and Katch.

“Astoria’s renowned 
restaurants participating 
in this event, they are at-
tracting residents from 
across the city to Astoria,” 
Queens Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Direc-
tor Jack Friedman said. 
“They’re helping to boost 
their businesses and give 
people an opportunity to 
taste their great food.”

Paxton is with the busi-
ness consulting firm Tri-
angulum Services that was 
brought in by the Queens 
Chamber of Commerce to 
promote the event.

“We’re covering the 
cost of the event for free 
while giving them maxi-
mum exposure, we’re blast-
ing it all over Facebook and 
Twitter.”

The Foodie Pass is 
available on the Eat in As-
toria website. More than 
700 have already signed 

up, and Paxton’s expecting 
more than 2,000 people to 
participate.

Also involved in the 
promotion is Taste of NY, 
a company that runs food 
crawls through Manhat-
tan.

“We’re really big with 
corporate entities from 
multinational compa-
nies,” Taste of NY founder 
Heather Dolland said. “We 
move from restaurant to 
restaurant for each course, 
making it more of a social 
event than just sitting in 
one place.”

Dolland added that 
her company is looking to 
expand their business into 
the neighborhood.

“Astoria is not far from 
Manhattan, it’s just across 
the river,” she said. “You 
don’t need a passport to get 
there and there’s so much 
diversity in the culinary 

scene. I think our clients 
will find it very interest-
ing. We’re bringing the 212 
to the 718!”

Dolland was thrilled 
with the turnout at a kick-
off event at the Astoria 
Bank, at 37-16 30th Ave., 
Tuesday night. More than 
300 people paid $49 apiece 
to taste sample plates from 
35 of the restaurants that 
are taking part next week.

“It was a wonderful 
way to kick this off bring-
ing so many people togeth-
er,” Dolland said. “It was 
densely packed and I was so 
busy meeting people that I 
actually forgot to eat.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

The Sparrow Tavern takes part in a kickoff party for Eat in 
Astoria. Photo courtesy Heather Dolland

Over 50 Astoria restaurants ready for a fl ood of foodies
Interest fl ows across river as one Manhattan tour operator vows to bring some 212 into the 718

www.Timesledger.com
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BY JUAN SOTO
 
It was not your typical 

morning school bell ring at 
IS 9 in Springfield Gardens 
Monday.

There was something 
unusual.

Parents, neighbors, 
community activists, cler-
gy and elected officials 
gathered at the school to 
rally in favor of the chil-
dren and their education.

“We were there to en-
courage the students and to 
let them know that if they 
work hard, they can be-
come whatever they want,” 
said the Rev. Corey Terry, 
of the Southeast Queens 
Our Brothers Guardians, a 
mentoring nonprofit.

“Children were sur-
prised to see us there,” said 
Terry, “but they were very 
happy about it.”

The early morning ral-
ly took place as kids from 
the school were entering 
the building to get to their 
classrooms.

IS 59, at 132-55 
Ridgedale St., began to 
share building space with 
a Success Academy charter 
school this academic year.

U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica) led the 
rally and said it was “un-
fair” that children at the 
same building do not have 
the same “learning condi-
tions.”

The congressman said, 
“This sends a bad message 
to kids.”

Meeks pointed out, for 
example, that some students 
at the building have facili-
ties with air conditioning 
while others do not.

“This is just a terrible 
message,” added Meeks.

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Following months of 
turmoil at Queens Library, 
embattled President Thom-
as Galante has been forced 
to step down temporarily.

The nonprofit’s board 
of trustees voted to suspend 
Galante last week with pay, 
a spokeswoman for the non-
profit said.

Galante has come un-
der fire since a number 
of Daily News reports re-
vealed allegations about 
improper construction 
spending on a smoking deck 
attached to the president’s 
office. Questions have also 
followed Galante about his 
plush $392,000 salary in ad-
dition to outside income he 
received as a school super-
intendent.

As the FBI and city 
Department of Investiga-
tion initiated probes into 
the spending allegations in 
early 2014, Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz called 
on Galante to take a leave 
of absence.

The library’s board of 
trustees, however, failed to 
pass a motion that would 
force Galante to step down.

Katz then approached 
lawmakers in the state 
Legislature to pass a law, 
which sought to make the 
library more transparent 
and gave the borough presi-
dent and mayor new pow-
ers to remove board mem-
bers before the end of their 

terms.
Once the bill became 

law, a purge of eight mem-
bers who supported Galan-
te followed.

“I am pleased that the 
Queens Library’s board 
of trustees voted to place 
Queens Library President 
and CEO Thomas Galante 
on a leave of absence,” Katz 
said last week. “This action 
will allow for the newly ap-
pointed board to take im-
mediate steps to improve 
the Queens Library’s gov-
ernance and increase the 
transparency of its opera-
tions without any unjusti-
fied interference from Mr. 

Galante.”
The board also voted 

to provide information 
on all its accounts to city 
Comptroller Scott Stringer 
for an audit he launched. 
Before Katz and de Blasio 
removed the rogue mem-
bers, the board had voted 
against opening up the li-
brary’s books.

“The newly recon-
stituted Queens Library 
board of trustees has ended 
months of frustration and 
misdirection by voting to-
night to open its books for 
my office’s review,” String-
er said last Thursday. “My 
audit will seek to tell the 

full story behind what has 
been a sordid series of re-
ports of alleged poor gov-
ernance and irresponsible 
spending at the Queens 
Library. Placing President 
and CEO Thomas Galante 
on administrative leave is 
a necessary step to move 
the library forward toward 
comprehensive governance 
reforms.”

The board also ap-
pointed Bridget Quinn-Car-
ey, a seasoned librarian and 
the current executive vice 
president of the library, as 
the interim president. People from the community and elected officials gather at IS 59 

to support children and their education as the Rev. Corey Terry 
speaks to the crowd. Photo by Nat Valentine

Queens Library President Thomas Galante has been suspended with pay.

Community rallies 
for students at IS 59

Library suspends Galante
Board of trustees forces embattled president to take leave
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There is a well-established support system 

in place for bereaved spouses and children of 

deceased, uniformed New York City employ-

ees, such as cops and firefighters. That’s a good 

thing, but the options may be limited for the av-

erage family struggling with a similar tragedy.

The Rubinhaim Foundation hopes to amend 

the disadvantage by opening the nation’s first 

free day care facility in Forest Hills, N.Y., for 

children trying to come to terms with the devas-

tating loss of their mother or father. Angels Day 

Care Center will help widowed parents establish 

a stable environment for their children, while 

leading them through the painful transition to 

their new normalcy, pledge its founders, who en-

courage you to leave your own lasting imprint 

with a generous donation at a fundraiser on Oct. 

7 to help finance the project construction — with 

a ground-breaking planned for the fall. 

The red-carpet banquet at Da Mikele Illagio 

Palace, 79-17 Albion Avenue in Elmhurst, N.Y., 

promises to be a one-of-a-kind affair, sponsored 

by Manhattan’s finest barbershops, Reamir & 

Co (reamir.com) and hosted by Z100’s Skeery 

Jones, with an international feast prepared by 

master chef Mikele Zavolunov. A celebrity-stud-

ded line-up of stars and performances includes 

Dancing with the Stars ballroom battle winner, 

Allen Genkin and ballroom champion Amanda 

Spivack, the legendary Rose Sisters, Manolo the 

sound of Gipsy Kings, Nick Z from Comedy Cen-

tral and Saturday Night Live, Kelly Bensimon of 

The Real Housewives of New York, and interna-

tional instrumentalist Didula.

All eyes, of course, will be on the prize — a 

brand new Angels Day Care Center, where a 

highly qualified, specially trained staff will do 

its best to provide fragile children with a qual-

ity education, plus the sensitivity, understand-

ing, and emotional support they deserve on their 

path to recovery and independence. An added 

boost? An on-site chef will prepare delicious, 

homemade, organic meals three times daily, so 

that young ones can nourish their mind, body, 

and spirit while they learn the support skills 

needed to cope with their lasting grief.

For more information about the Oct. 7 gala and 

Angels Day Care Center, visit www.Rubinhaim.

org or contact info@ rubinhaim.org. All forms of 

donations are now being accepted, and parts of 

the facility will be dedicated to generous donors.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

First Annual Celebrity Red Carpet Fundraiser Gala 
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BY JUAN SOTO

This open house in-
cluded hotdogs and burg-
ers, but the house was not 
for sale.

It was City Council-
man I. Daneek Miller (D-St. 
Albans) opening his dis-
trict office, at 172-12 Linden 
Blvd. in St. Albans, to the 
community.

About 125 people 
shared their Saturday af-
ternoon with the lawmaker 
in an attempt “to bring 
them together and talk 
about the issues that affect 
them.”

Miller said it was a 
chance for parents to meet, 
among others, with the 
principals at the schools of 
their children, with com-
munity affairs police of-
ficers and representatives 
from nonprofits.

“Some parents met 
the principal that spend so 
much time with their kids 

in schools,” said the law-
maker.

“It was a kind of meet-
and-greet situation,” added 
Miller, who pointed out this 
was the first open house he 
held since moving this past 
winter to his current office 
district. “Since we did not 
do this when we first moved 
here back in February, we 
had to do it now.”

“It was a good turn-
out,” said the councilman, 
adding that it was also a 
chance for “people with the 
same interests needed to 
know each other.”

Miller inaugurated the 
open house after helping a 
group of young men clean 
several streets adjacent to 
the St. Albans Long Island 
Rail Road station.

“These kids are com-
mitted to clean up the 
community, so I think it’s 
a good idea that we helped 
them out,” said Miller, add-
ing that the city Sanita-

tion Department provided 
them with “the tools, like 
gloves, sweepers and bags” 
to maintain their neighbor-
hood cleaner.

Originally the idea 
was to have the open house 
from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m., but 
the “party” went little over 
four hours.

At the open house, 
residents exchanged views 
about their needs for the 
community, and the issues 
that affected them on a day-

to-day basis.
During the “informal” 

gathering, constituents 
asked Miller about their 
concerns when it comes to 
housing, jobs, capital proj-
ects and the always-present 
flooding problems.

“And a lot of residents 
asked about the participato-
ry budget process,” said the 
councilman, referring to 
the program that gives con-
stituents decision-making 
power over how to spend 
their tax dollars works.

In the current budget, 
Miller will allocate $1 mil-
lion for the participatory 
budget process. The law-
maker said that residents in 
the district, which includes 
Hollis, St. Albans, Spring-
field Gardens and Cambria 
Heights, proposed, for ex-
ample, a $150,000 library 
technology update and a 
$150,000 computer lab for a 
public school.

City Councilman I. Daneek Miller (c.) chats with constituents during his open house at his district of-
fice in St. Albans. Photo by Nat Valentine

Miller welcomes residents to new offi ce

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Gateway students 
made a ruckus to rival the 
morning bell last Friday.

Armed with signs read-
ing “My education matters” 
and “Wake up DOE,” close 
to 50 students protested 
outside the middle and high 
school, at 160-20 Goethals 
Ave. They chanted about 
their desire for immediate 
change, citing scheduling 
issues, a deteriorating re-
lationship with the Queens 
Hospital Center and lack of 
extracurricular activities.

Some held posters with 
photos of Principal Judy 
Henry, but few mentioned 
the administrator’s name 
when asked about their 
concerns.

Henry did not return a 
call for comment.

Kayla Fontaine, a ju-
nior from South Ozone 
Park, held a sign decrying 
the lack of academic pro-
grams with the Queens 

Hospital Center the school 
shares a campus with. She 
said her friends sought to 
attend Queens Gateway to 
Health Sciences Second-
ary School because they 
were interested in medical 
careers, but were disap-
pointed when the school 
stopped collaborating with 
the hospital.

More personally, Kay-
la said, she got stuck in an 
aerobics course that does 
not have a regular teacher 
or come with credits she 
needs.

“It’s a full 50-minute 
class and you just sit there,” 
she said. 

Sandra Williams, the 
Parent-Teacher Association 
president, said the school 
has multiple aerobics and li-
brary classes that appear to 
be created to give students 
a structured environment, 
but do not yet have perma-
nent, licensed teachers.

Williams said at least 
one special education class 

did not have an instructor 
with a special education 
teaching license.

The PTA president 
said parents were upset the 
school had hired a third 
gym teacher and was seek-
ing a fourth, when many 
felt Gateway was losing cite 
of its science-centric ori-
gins.

But the protest did not 
resonate with all students. 

Nicholas Lakhan wrote in 
an e-mail that he felt confi-
dent in Henry’s leadership 
at Gateway.

“Gateway has no stu-
dent’s education at stake. 
If anything, it advances 
students,” he wrote. “In 
eighth-grade, they have 
the opportunity to take Re-
gents classes that a regular 
student would take later in 
high school. She [Henry] 

tries for every student to 
graduate here with an ad-
vanced Regents diploma, or 
AP course credit.”

Parents and pupils 
urged the DOE to exam-
ine Gateway’s leadership 
in an April 2014 letter that 
critiqued the 800-pupil 
school’s assistant principal 
staffing levels. The memo 
suggested the school should 
invest more in science edu-
cation and its partnership 
with the hospital. It also 
alleged the administration 
misspent money and hired 
friends of the principal.

The DOE said it is 
investigating Henry. Un-
der her tenure, Gateway 
received a “B” grade on 
its 2012-13 middle school 
progress report and an “A” 
on it high school progress 
report.

But both reviews gave 
Gateway a “C” for school 
environment, which mea-
sures attendance rates and 
a survey of how staff, stu-

dents and parents view aca-
demic expectations, safety, 
respect and communica-
tion.

When asked about the 
protest, the DOE said it 
would weigh all feedback.

“We are committed to 
listening to the opinions 
and concerns of all mem-
bers of the school commu-
nity,” the department said 
in a statement. 

Emily Zand Halstuch, 
a senior from Jamaica, said 
oversight should include 
helping Gateway budget for 
the extracurricular activi-
ties needed to pad college 
applications.

“I had an interview 
yesterday for a scholarship 
and I see all these people 
and they are listing their 
extracurriculars and I 
am thinking, ‘How do I do 
this?’” she said.

Students rally outside Queens Gateway to Health Sciences 
Secondary School.  Photo by Sarina Trangle

Students push for changes at Gateway protest

Visit us at 
www.Timesledger.com
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org

their middle school stu-
dents in a K-12 school would 
be getting a meal at lunch 
time, and many students 
were sent to school without 
a lunch of their own.

“Parents were of the 
understanding that all 
students would be get-
ting a free lunch, so there 
was sort of an organized 
chaos in those first few 
days when the school had 
to scramble to figure out 
what to do for those kids 
who didn’t have a lunch,” 
said City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside). “I 
have three kids and I know 
my wife goes crazy trying 
to figure out the schedule 
for everything, so parents 
need to have the right in-
formation.”

Since that first day 
Sept. 4, Vallone said his 
office has received calls 
from parents confused 
about why their child was 
not part of the free lunch 

program. When the coun-
cilman started to do some 
research, he discovered 
that the funding the city’s 
administration asked for 
did not cover the schools 
inside a school, he said.

“These schools were 
left out of the funding and 
now we’re just trying to fig-
ure out why,” he said.

Vallone said he 
reached out to Council 

Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito (D-Manhattan), 
whom he said shared his 
concern with students be-
ing left out of the free lunch 
program. He also brought 
the issue to Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), who serves as 
chairman of the Council’s 
Education Committee, and 
he said the administration 
is now looking at how the 
mix-up happened and how 
it can be prevented next 
year.

Vallone said since the 
budget is set in stone for 
the remainder of the fiscal 
year, there is no solution to 
include the rest of the mid-
dle school students in the 
free lunch program for this 
school year, but he said the 
Council is working to fig-
ure out how much more it 
would cost the city to make 
sure every seventh- and 
eighth-grade student gets a 
free meal next year.

“It certainly wasn’t 
intended to hurt kids,” he 
said. “It was just kind of an 
unfortunate oversight and 
now we have to fix it.”

The naturalization cer-
emony, led by U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Ser-
vices, was held at the King 
Manor Museum, which was 
home to three generations 
of the Rufus King family.

“We encourage you 
to participate in this de-
mocracy as once did Rufus 
King,” said Matsumoto. All 
of you, and your families, 
have endless possibilities.”

King was a New York 
senator and once Federalist 
candidate for president.

During the hour-long 
event, which began with 
Jesse Blumberg singing the 
national anthem, the new 
citizens received the natu-
ralization certificates and 
heard a taped and televised 
congratulatory message 
from President Barack 
Obama.

He encouraged them 
“to be involved in your 
community and to promote 
the values that guide us as 
Americans.”

Elected officials that 

participated in the cer-
emony at the feet of the 
Georgian-style facade 
house also prompted the 
“newborn Americans” to 
register to vote and become 
community activists.

“We are a city that be-
lieves in civic associations, 
in activism,” said Borough 
President Melinda Katz. 
“Register to vote because 
it is important to have a 
voice.”

“You should get in-
volved in the community 
process,” said City Coun-
cilman Rory Lancman (D-
Hillcrest), who represents 
the district. “Today is also 
a day of responsibility.”

Out of the 62 new citi-
zens, 24 were originally 
from Bangladesh.

There were also na-
tives, among other coun-

tries, from Argentina, In-
dia, Jamaica, Greece and 
Pakistan.

“Becoming a citizen 
means that all the hard 
work my parents did to 
bring us to the United 
States paid off,” said Dar-
shanie Sukhoo, from Guy-
ana. “They gave us a better 
life,” she added, holding her 
newborn child.

Roy Fox, caretaker of 
the King Manor Museum, 
the oldest house in south-
east Queens, said this day 
“created new citizens.”

“This is very special 
for me,” said Nicole John-
son, who came from Ja-
maica 13 years ago. “This 
means more opportunities 
and more doors open,” she 
added.

“I am very honored 
to share this moment with 
all these people here,” said 
Osorio, who came to the 
United States 22 years ago. 
“This is very important 
and I will have better op-
portunities in life.”

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Vallone

Continued from Page 1 

Citizens

City Councilman Paul Vallone 
is working to expand the free 
lunch program to more stu-
dents. 
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The Queens Democrat-
ic Party opened the door for 
a run by Liu, who stumbled 
out of the 2013 mayoral race 
in fourth place, when it 
drafted him to oust Avella, 
a rogue senator who had 
defected to the Independent 
Democratic Conference in 
February.

Liu’s challenge mobi-
lized a coalition of support 
from many of the area’s 
elected officials and unions 
in the early days of his cam-
paign, making the argu-
ment Avella had betrayed 
his party and “empowered 
Republicans,” as the IDC 
controlled the Senate with 
the GOP.

Facing potential 
primaries, the IDC and 
Democratic leadership 
announced a new power-
sharing agreement in June 
between the two factions. 
Challenges to a number of 
other IDC members were 
called off and the Work-
ing Families Party pulled 
its support of Liu, but the 

Queens Democratic Party 
and the former comptroller 
were steadfast in their pur-
suit to defeat Avella.

After the agreement, 
Avella gained significant 
union support and endorse-
ments from powerful Demo-
crats, such as Mayor Bill de 
Blasio and U.S. Rep. Steve 

Israel (D-Melville).
Avella also managed to 

squeak out the win, despite 
only fund-raising a fraction 
of what Liu did.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Liu
and the hospitality indus-
try while working to ac-
commodate growing and 
changing communities.

“We’ve been branding 
Queens as the world’s bor-
ough the last nine months, 
and the strategic plan 
puts forth the things that 
need to happen in order 
to achieve that goal,” Katz 
said. “Our culture and our 
arts come from all that 
diversity. Our economic 
development is dependent 
upon all of that.”

Her policy report 
notes road signs welcom-
ing passersby to the bor-
ough now include the 
slogan “Queens — The 
World’s Borough” and sev-
eral partners are promot-
ing the branding message, 
“If you haven’t visited 
Queens, you haven’t vis-
ited New York city.”

She described Queens, 
now about 48 percent for-
eign-born and which has 
residents from more than 
120 countries, as having 

less-crowded restaurants, 
hotels and cultural insti-
tutions that rival Manhat-
tan’s.

And Katz did not seem 
to view the borough’s hotel 
offerings and public trans-
portation system as obsta-
cles to attracting visitors.

The policy statement 
emphasized that Queens 
gets the lowest amount of 
cultural institution fund-
ing per capita than the 
other boroughs, taking 
in about $1.34 per person 

from the city’s Cultural 
Development Fund, com-
pared to Manhattan’s $12 
per person.

The Queens City 
Council delegation loses 
its fight for more money ev-
ery budget season because 
Manhattan is perceived 
as having the monopoly 
on tourist attractions, ac-
cording to Katz.

She argued that at-
tracting more travelers 
would help Queens secure 
more city money.

Continued from Page 1 

Katz

Borough President Melinda Katz’s policy plan focuses on at-
tracting tourists. Photo by Christina Santucci

John Liu thanks his supporters at his campaign celebration event 
last week. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado
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