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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A pioneering affordable 
housing residence with 92 units 
for seniors officially opened its 
doors in Flushing this week.

Apartments in the 14-story 
building, at 137-39 45th Ave., built 
with the independence of seniors 
in mind, have all been equipped 
with a virtual senior center pro-
gram, which allows bedridden 
residents to participate in the 
residence’s activities remotely 
through the Internet.

“The entire spine of the 
building was built with connect-
ing seniors in mind,” said Stuart 
Kaplan, the CEO of Selfhelp Com-
munity Services, a nonprofit that 
operates the building and eight 
other affordable senior residenc-
es in Queens and Long Island.

The system links immobile 
residents to activities that are 
going on in the building’s social 
center and broadcasts the absent 
participant’s image and voice so 
that those at the meeting can see 
and hear them.

“Advanced age and limited 
income should not constrain 

Units link elderly 
to outside world 
in new residence

Continued on Page 50
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Rick Stiefvater hurls a pitch during the 14th Annual Major League Wheelchair Softball Tournament at Citi Field. See 
story on Page 9. Photo by Chris Palermo

Breast cancer 
awareness issue 

hits streets
Make sure to pick up a 

copy of next week’s issue mark-
ing Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month — it could save your 
life.

Our Oct. 3 special edition 
reports on local developments 
in treatment, prevention, 
and more, as Queens helps to 
spread the word about the sec-
ond leading killer of women in 
the United States.

Find out about  the bor-
ough’s first Chinese-language 
support group for breast can-
cer patients at New York Hos-
pital Queens. Learn about how 
one group of Sunnyside neigh-
bors is helping a young breast 
cancer patient cover her medi-
cal bills.  Read about the latest 
treatment options available at 
Winthrop Hospital. Discover 
how to detect early symptoms 
for the best possible outcomes 
and find the best intervention 
regimens after diagnosis.
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BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
City Councilman Paul 

Vallone (D-Bayside) joined 
workers from the DOE 
Fund in College Point this 
week to announce a $67,000 
funding allocation that 
will allow the organization 
to clean up the streets of 
northeast Queens.

Vallone stood beside 
community leaders and lo-
cal business owners Mon-
day morning as he formally 
announced the initiative 
that designed to remove 
garbage and debris from 
two main stretches of road 
in his council district. The 
money will provide clean-
up programs for Bell Bou-
levard in Bayside, between 
35th Avenue and 45th Drive, 
and College Point Boule-
vard between 14th and 23rd 
Avenues.

“When I first took of-
fice, I said that College 
Point will always have the 

same seat in the district as 
the other neighborhoods,” 
Vallone said, standing in 
front of Cascarino’s Pizza 
on College Point Boulevard. 
“So when we were asked 
where we wanted to put this 
clean-up initiative, where 
better than in the heart of 
College Point with all these 
great businesses?”

Vallone called the sec-
tion of College Point, along 
with the stretch of Bell 
Boulevard that will receive 
maintenance, two “thriv-
ing economic sectors” of 
northeast Queens and said 
the funding will go a long 
way toward helping the 
hundreds of businesses in 
the area continue to suc-
ceed.

“Our brothers at the 
Sanitation Department can 
only do so much, and this is 
a way to assist them with 
the work they do every 
day,” Vallone said. “They 

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 

 Copyright©2014 Queens Publishing Corp. 

 MAIL:  41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 
 PHONE:  Display Advertising: (718) 260-4521 — Editorial: (718) 260-4545 
 FAX:  Advertising: (718) 224-5821 —   Classified: (718) 260-2549 
 Editorial (718) 224-2934
 E-MAIL:   Editorial: timesledgernews@cnglocal.com 
  Display Advertising: llindenauer@cnglocal.com 
  Classified: classified@cnglocal.com 
 TO SUBSCRIBE: Call (718) 260-4521   

BY KELSEY DURHAM

The future of a Bayside 
car dealership now rests in 
the borough president’s 
hands.

Melinda Katz held a 
hearing at her office last 
week to hear arguments 
from Star Toyota, at 205-11 
Northern Blvd., about its 
request to renew a variance 
to continue operating at the 
location. The application 
was denied unanimously 
by Community Board 11 
at its meeting earlier this 
month, but the final deci-
sion now belongs to Katz.

CB 11 cited several 
reasons for asking the bor-
ough president to consider 
denying the request from 
Star Toyota, including a 
handful of alleged variance 
violations that the board 
members say have led to 
neighbors complaining 
about the business inter-
fering with their quality of 
life.

The attorney repre-
senting the dealership who 
spoke at the Sept. 18 hear-
ing did not return a request 
for comment.

Henry Euler, a mem-
ber of CB 11 and first vice 
president of the Auburn-
dale Improvement Associa-
tion, said the owner of the 
dealership, John Koufakis, 
has violated the current 
variance over the past five 
years by using the build-
ing’s side parking lot as 
a sales showroom rather 
than for parking for his 
employees and customers 
as agreed upon when the 

variance was last renewed 
in 2009. The community 
board said this has led to 
severe parking problems 
on streets surrounding the 
business, and Euler said 
neighbors have begun com-
plaining about noise from 
shoppers testing out cars.

“We just want him to 
be a good neighbor, that’s 
basically what it’s all 
about,” said Euler. “If he’s 
a good neighbor and he’s 
cooperative and does what 
he should, everyone will be 
happy.”

Euler said the dealer-
ship has also rattled neigh-
bors by taking almost a 
year to put up a fence the 
variance required him to 

have and by leaving the 
gates to the dealership open 
at night, which homeown-
ers fear is inviting trouble 
to the area.

“We’ve tried talking 
to him and everything we 
have tried doesn’t seem 
to work with him,” Euler 
said. “The community is at 
its wits end.”

Euler, who was one 
of four CB 11 members 
who spoke at the meeting 
at Katz’s office last week, 
said the borough presi-
dent seemed to listen care-
fully to both sides of the 
argument. He said if Katz 
denied the variance, Star 
Toyota would have to move 
its business to a new place, 

but Euler said it is rare for 
variances to be denied and 
he does not anticipate that 
happening.

A representative from 
Katz’s office said the bor-
ough president expects to 
have a decision on the issue 
in the next couple of weeks, 
and Euler said whatever 
the outcome is, he hopes 
the owner of the dealership 
becomes more willing to 
work with the community 
on its concerns.

“We’re just trying to 
send a very strong message 
to him that he can’t keep 
violating his variance,” Eu-
ler said.

Council Member Paul Vallone speaks at a press conference to an-
nounce a $68,000 allocation through the NYC Cleanup Initiative 
for the DOE Fund to clean and maintain large segments of Bell 
Boulevard and College Point Boulevard. Photo by Chris Palermo

Clean streets coming
to northeast Queens

Auto dealer awaits decision
Borough president to have fi nal say on fate of Bayside’s Star Toyota

Continued on Page 50

The fate of the Toyota dealership at 205-11 Northern Blvd., which has been using it’s parking lot as a 
sales showroom and has led to parking problems on streets surrounding the business, is now in the 
hands of Borough President Melinda Katz. Photo by Chris Palermo
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A storied social club 
headquartered in College 
Point is set to celebrate its 
85th birthday Oct. 11.

The Famèe Furlane of 
North America Club was 
founded in Manhattan by 
Friulan immigrants in 
1929.

Fruili is a part of 
northeastern Italy above 
Venice, which borders Slo-
venia and has a distinct 
culture and history of its 
own.

Many of the club’s orig-
inal members were stone-
cutters and mosaic build-
ers, who immigrated to the 
United States shortly after 
World War I and worked on 
mosaics in the city’s public 
buildings and private resi-
dents.

“Originally it was 
started by around a dozen 
men, who were lonely at 

home, living in downtown 
Manhattan and wanted 
to meet people of similar 
backgrounds,” said Carla 

Dozzi, who serves on the 
club’s board of directors 
and has been a member for 
48 years.

It started as a place 
where new immigrants 
could come to learn Eng-
lish, play cards and eat with 

other Friulan immigrants, 
and grew from there.

The Famèe Furlane 
club, which now has around 
250 members, holds special 
events throughout the year 
and hosts dinners for mem-
bers on Friday evenings in 
the winter and spring.

“It’s become a nice so-
cial outlet and it’s still fun 
after all these years. It’s 
amazing,” Dozzi said. “It’s 
nice to have one spot to 
come back to.”

On its 50th anniver-
sary, the club celebrated its 
golden jubilee year with a 
weekend of dinner-dances 
and was presented with 
letters of congratulations 
from then Gov. Hugh Carey 
and President Jimmy Cart-
er.

The club made Col-
lege Point its home in 1980 
after years of organizing 
out of an office in Jackson 
Heights and holding events 

at a number of locations. 
A 1976 earthquake in their 
native Fruili shook the 
community and pushed its 
members to adopt a central 
meeting spot, at 20-10 127th 
St., as a base to fund-raise 
to send money back to their 
homeland.

The club originally 
was meant for just Friu-
lans and their families, but 
recently opened up to all 
Italians as its membership 
began to lag.

“They are the ones who 
are keeping the club alive,” 
Dozzi said of the club’s new 
membership. “It’s not that 
there are fewer Friulans, 
but people have moved all 
over the place.”

The club’s anniversary 
celebration will take place 
at the Jericho Terrace, at 
249 Jericho Turnpike, and 
tickets are $125 a person. 

The Famèe Furlance Club in College Point is set to host festivities for its 85th birthday. 
Photo by Alex Robinson

College Point social club to celebrate 85th anniversary
Group’s founders were stonecutters and immigrant laborers from Fruili area of northern Italy
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Progressive Lenses 
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Exam Not Included

VARILUX
Progressive Lenses
(No–Line Bifocals)
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2 PAIRS OF GLASSES
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Have you been putting off an eye exam?
Now is the time to make an appointment.

Many eye diseases have no early symptoms, but timely diagnosis 
and treatment are important to prevent vision loss.  

Andrew Gewirtz, M.D. at
North Shore Queens Eye Medicine and Surgery

offers general ophthalmology services:

 Advanced diagnostic equipment and treatments 
 Caring and attentive staff 
 Immediate, walk-in appointments for urgent problems
 Evening and weekend appointments
 Most insurance plans accepted

Don’t delay. Call today: 718-225-5656

PROTECT YOUR PRECIOUS EYESIGHT 

North Shore Queens Eye Medicine

www.northshorequeenseye.com
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Major League soccer 
is not blowing the whistle 
on scoring a stadium in 
Queens.

Back when MLS an-
nounced its New York City 
Football Club franchise in 
May 2013, the TimesLedger 
Newspapers spotted three 
locations on its list of 24 
potential stadium sites — 
a central Queens spot, an 
Astoria location and a lot 
adjacent to Aqueduct Race-
track.

The club initially 
pursued plans for an el-
evated stadium in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, but 
dropped the bid amid stiff 
community opposition.

With the Bronx bor-
ough president beckoning 
the team to head north, it 
began negotiating for land 
near Yankee Stadium — 
the baseball team and an 
Abu Dhabi sheik co-own 
the club. But those familiar 
with the league’s pursuit 
said talks stalled in the 
mainland borough.

Though other loca-
tions have been mentioned 
— state Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
said soccer officials visited 
him in Albany and raised 
the idea of a stadium near 
Belmont racetrack in Long 
Island; and urban planner 
Paul Graziano, who helped 
fight the park plan, said a 
western Staten Island site 
had been explored — many 
said the league seemed to 
have its sights on South 
Ozone Park.

In a statement, the 
club said only that it was 
reviewing several undis-
closed locations.

Addabbo said MLS 
was interested in a parking 
lot south of the horse track, 
which he believed was 

owned by the city, but un-
der a long-term lease agree-
ment with Port Authority.

“It’s city land, the may-
or’s office has every right 
to administer the property. 
But what do you do with the 
Port Authority lease, just 
break it?” asked Addabbo, 
who currently opposes 
the idea. “We would have 
to have long discussions 
about infrastructure and 
roadway upgrades.”

Neither the mayor’s 
office nor Port Authority 
returned requests for com-
ment.

Similarly, Ozone Park 
Civic Association President 
Howard Kamph said any 
uptick in traffic concerned 
him. 

“There’s only one 
train line. There is no ma-
jor roadways there but the 
Belt Parkway. The Van 
Wyck is already bad,” he 
said. “There is only one 
road into the casino.”

Resorts World declined 
to comment.

The development 
would likely go through the 
Uniform Land Use Review 
procedure, which sends 
proposals to the relevant 
community board for dis-
cussion, the borough presi-
dent for recommendations, 
the City Planning Com-
mission for approval and 
then the City Council for a 
vote. Typically, legislators 
defer to the lawmaker who 
represents the district in 
question — in this case City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park).

In a statement, Ulrich 
said he was open to the sta-
dium.

“A soccer stadium 
would create jobs, stimu-
late economic development 
and make Queens the city’s 
premier sports destina-

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Elected officials plead-
ed with the city to park its 
plans of demolishing the 
municipal garage near Bor-
ough Hall and the Queens 
courthouse, but ultimately 
lost out.

The city Department of 
Transportation announced 
Tuesday at 5 p.m. that it 
would shut what its website 
describes as a 600-spot ga-
rage beginning Wednesday 
due to safety concerns.

It noted traffic en-
forcement agents would be 
assigned to the area and 
DOT would suspend alter-
nate side parking nearby 
through Friday.

The department de-
clined to answer specific 
questions about the future 
of the 1963-era garage at 80-
25 126th St.

But City Councilwom-
an Karen Koslowitz’s office 
(D-Forest Hills) said DOT 
planned to knock down the 
garage and operate a 300-
spot surface parking lot in 
its place. Her staff said it 
was not given any timeline 
for the demolition or con-

struction work.
“I understand that the 

municipal lot is no longer 
safe and needs to be closed,” 
Koslowitz said in a state-
ment. “What I don’t under-
stand is why city agencies, 
having come to this con-
clusion months ago, did 
not notify the community 

and elected officials so that 
we might better plan for 
the closing of this parking 
field.”

Koslowitz, Borough 
President Melinda Katz, 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown and other elected 
and court officials wrote 
Mayor Bill de Blasio Sept. 

18 requesting that his ad-
ministration reconsider 
plans to close the Queens-
boro Hall Municipal Park-
ing Garage Oct. 1. They not-
ed consultants previously 
had said perilous portions 
of the parking garage could 
be closed for repairs while 

BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
City Councilman Peter 

Koo (D-Flushing) has called 
for the establishment of 
“Korea Day”as a citywide 
holiday.

Koo introduced a reso-
lution at the City Council’s 
stated meeting Tuesday, 
which would support mak-
ing Jan. 13 Korea Day to 
celebrate the date in 1903, 
when the first Korean im-
migrants came to America.

“New York City is home 
to the second largest popu-
lation of Korean Americans 
in the U.S.,” Koo said. “The 
Korean American commu-
nity is a great example of 
a thriving immigrant com-
munity. They have excelled 

in various fields, ever since 
their arrival in 1903.”

More than 1.4 million 
Korean Americans live in 
the United States and 97,000 
live in New York City, ac-
cording to census data. 
Koreans also make up a siz-
able chunk of the electorate 

in Koo’s district.
There are also around 

24,000 Korean-owned busi-
nesses in New York state, 
which generate an estimat-
ed $7.7 billion every year.

City Council resolu-
tions do not have any bind-
ing power and further leg-

islation would be required 
to actually establish the 
holiday.

Koo was joined by a 
number of Korean commu-
nity leaders and elected of-
ficials on the steps of City 
Hall to announce his reso-
lution.

“I am proud to stand 
with Councilman Koo in 
calling on the city to rec-
ognize January 13th as 
Korean-American Day,” 
Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) said. “Korean 
Americans have made im-
measurable contributions 
to American society and 
are an integral part of the 
diversity that makes our 
city great.”

City Councilman Peter Koo (c.) calls for the establishment of Korea 
Day outside City Hall. Photo courtesy Peter Koo

DOT employees repair the municipal garage near Borough Hall and Queens Supreme Court. 
Photo by Sarina Trangle

The New York City Football Club is considering a parking lot near 
Aqueduct for its soccer stadium, elected officials say. 

Peter Koo wants Korea Day holiday

Boro Hall garage closes
DOT swiftly shuts busy Kew Gardens site due to safety concerns 

MLS soccer stadium 
eyed near Aqueduct

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50
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BY JUAN SOTO

Plaza College went 
from the agonizing tears of 
the fire that ripped through 
its campus in Jackson 
Heights in April to the tears 
of joy for inaugurating its 
state-of-the-art educational 
facility in Forest Hills.

The 98 year-old insti-
tution that offers business 
and medical degrees opened 
its doors back in July at the 
Forest Hills Tower, at 118-33 
Queens Blvd., after it was 
forced to move out because 
of the April 21 massive fire.

Because of the destruc-
tion of the old campus, doz-
ens of students took accel-
erated summers sessions 
to make up for time lost so 
they could graduate.

On Friday the campus 
held a ribbon cutting cere-
mony to mark a new begin-
ning.

Borough President 
Melinda Katz grabbed the 
gigantic red scissors that 

perfectly matched the rib-
bon to officially opened the 
college. 

The fall semester at the 
new location began with a 
student enrollment of more 
than 800 people.  

Plaza College offers a 
bachelor’s degree and five 
associate degrees in busi-
ness, as well as a bachelor’s 
and three associates in al-
lied health.       

“This is a story 100 
years in the making,” 
said Charles Callahan IV, 
master of ceremonies and 
grandson of the college’s 
president, Charles Calah-
han.

Although Plaza College 
had planned to relocate its 
campus to two floors of the 
17-story Forest Hills Tower, 
the college was able to ac-
celerate the move because 
of the enormous coopera-
tion from Muss Develop-
ment LLC, the building’s 
owner.

Katz presented a cita-

tion to the Muss family for 
making the move fast and 
possible.

“Plaza College is com-

mitted to this borough,” 
Katz said. “It is an amazing 
asset for Queens.”

College personnel, 

elected officials, students 
and other guests enjoyed 
the ceremony held at the 
college’s outdoor garden  

that included live music 
from a pianist and a catered 
lunch.

During the event, peo-
ple remembered the mas-
sive fired that engulfed Pla-
za College and 50 businesses 
back in April in the Bruson 
Building at 74-09 37th Ave. 
in Jackson Heights.

“That night, the night 
of the fire, there was a will 
to survive,” said Calla-
hahn, who is also director 
of strategic initiatives.

The campus has new 
medical classrooms and 
laboratories, a campus 
store, a cafe and a student 
commons that leads to the 
outdoor pavilion.

“The new home for 
Plaza College is nothing 
but electrifying,” said Me-
linda Negron, a business 
management senior. “This 
is only the beginning.”

Stacy Arce, as well as 
Negron, were at the inaugu-
ration of the new campus. 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

City Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito (D-
Manhattan) came to Rego 
Park Tuesday evening to 
tour a Masbia Soup Kitch-
en, which provided more 
than 500 families with food 
packages the day before 
Rosh Hashana, the Jewish 
new year.

Mark-Viverito was 
joined by Council mem-
bers Karen Koslowitz (D-
Forest Hills), Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens) and 
Rory Lancman (D-Fresh 
Meadows), who took turns 
delivering food to hungry 
Queensites.

The Masbia Soup 
Kitchen expected to distrib-
ute more than 1,200 food 

packages and countless ko-
sher meals to families for 
the holidays from its three 
locations, two of which 
are in Brooklyn. The Rego 
Park site, at 98-08 Queens 
Blvd., serves a large low-
income Bhukarian Jewish 
population.

“Hunger does not dis-
criminate - and the high 
cost of kosher food means 
that many of the Jewish 
poor face additional hard-
ship,” said Margarette Pur-
vis, president of the Food 
Bank for New York City.

The facility offers 
food to the hungry year 
round and is open Sunday 
through Thursday. Food 
packages are given out on 
Thursdays from 11 a.m. un-
til 8 p.m., except during the 

holidays, when they are dis-
tributed on Tuesdays. The 
dining area, which serves 
hot meals, is open from 3 
p.m. until 8 p.m.

The packages con-
tain Lepeshka, a Bhukar-
ian Jewish round bread 
or challah, honey for Rosh 
Hashana celebrations, veg-
etables and chicken.

The number of meals 
and food packages the cen-
ter gives out keeps growing 
every year, said Alex Rapa-
port, the executive director 
of Masbia, which has been 
open for just under five 
years.

“It doesn’t look like 
poverty and hunger are go-
ing away any time soon so 
help like this is needed,” he 

BY BILL PARRY

New York City took 
center stage of the planet’s 
climate change crisis and a 
city councilman from Asto-
ria was the point man. 

Costa Constantinides’ 
(D-Astoria) bill to reduce 
carbon emissions became 
part of the Council’s plat-
form to combat climate 
change Friday, assuring its 
passage and Mayor Bill de 
Blasio advanced the legis-
lation Sunday after an es-
timated 400,000 people took 
part in the People’s Climate 
Change March on Manhat-
tan’s West Side.

“Climate change is the 
overarching issue here and 
it was very humbling to see 
400,000 people coming to-

gether with one voice,” Con-
stantinides said following 
the march. His legislation, 
proposed in June, would re-
duce greenhouse emissions 
by 80 percent from 2005 lev-
els by 2050 and eliminate 
them almost entirely by the 

end of the century. 
“This is a bill that will 

help us move in the right 
direction. New York has 
to lead the nation and the 
world on this,” Constan-
tinides said. “INT. 378 pro-

Costa Constantantinides (r.) joins fellow City Council members 
during the People’s Climate Change March. 

Photo courtesy Costa Constantinides

Plaza College representatives and elected officials cut the ribbon to officially open the new campus 
on Queens Boulevard.  See more photos on Page 31. Photo by Nat Valentine

Costa takes center stage
in city’s climate strategy

Rego Park kitchen distributes 
kosher food for Rosh Hashana

Continued on Page 50

Continued on Page 50Continued on Page 45

Plaza College’s heart pumps strong again
98-year-old institution moves to new Forest Hills facility after losing Jax Heights campus to fi re
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BY JUAN SOTO

Queens said goodbye 
to one of its adopted and 
most famous sons.

Clayton Lawrence, a 
pioneering pilot member of 
the first group of African-
American aviators who 
fought in World War II, died 
Sept. 8 at Jamaica Hospital 
due to cardiac arrest.

He was one of the bom-
bardiers of the group that 
later became known as 
Tuskegee Airmen.

The wake for Lawrence 
was held at the Springfield 
Gardens United Methodist 
Church United Lawrence 
Sept. 18. He was laid to rest 
at Calverton National Cem-
etery in Riverhead, L.I.

Lawrence was 90.
“He had a military cer-

emony,” said Virginia Har-
dy, one of his daughters. “It 
was dignifying.”

Lawrence, a Brook-
lyn native who moved to 
Springfield Gardens in 
1955, was arrested when he 
protested against black of-
ficers not being permitted 
to enter the Freeman Army 
Airfield in Indiana in 1945.

During the so-called 
Freeman Field Mutiny, 162 
black officers were arrest-
ed, some more than once, in 
an attempt to break down 
the racial barrier of the all-
white men’s club. 

The episode, according 
to historians, contributed 
to the eventual desegrega-
tion of the Army.

Lawrence was one 
of the first black officers 
placed in the 477th Bomb 
Group. He was an active 
member of the National 
Organization of Turkegee 
Airman, Inc. 

In 2007, President 
George W. Bush awarded 
about  300 Tuskegee Air-
men, Lawrence included, 
the Congressional Gold 
Medal of Honor.  

Lawerence also re-
ceived a congressional 
award presented by U.S. 
Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-
Jamaica).   

The Tuskegee Airmen 
fought the Nazis interna-
tionally and discrimina-
tion domestically.

“They went to war and 
fought,” Hardy said. “Then 
they came home and fought 
the second battle: racism.”

Hardy said her father 
didn’t talk much about his 
experience to her or her 
three siblings.

But when she was hav-
ing difficulties with her 
advanced degree in admin-
istration, planning and so-
cial policy at Harvard Uni-
versity, Lawrence stepped 
in and told her about his 
struggles back then. 

It was 1990. 
“He basically never 

spoke about Tuskegee Air-
man until I had problems 
at school,” said Hardy. “He 
then told me his story.”

Hardy said the struggle 
his father and his fellow pi-
lots went through “took my 

mind off my situation and I 
ended up graduating.”

When Lawrence was 
discharged from active duty 
to the military reserves, he 
went back to school and 
earned a bachelor’s degree 
in economics from Brook-
lyn College.  

He was then called 
to serve as a bombardier 
in the B29’s Strategic Air 
Command in the Korean 
War.

Lawrence met his wife, 
Mathilda, while at Brook-
lyn College. They married 
in 1949 right after gradu-
ation. They were together 
until Mathilda died in 1979. 
He was a tax assessor for 
the New York City Finance 
Administration for 27 years 
until he retired.

In 2012, Lawrence and 
other Tuskegee Airmen 
joined President Barack 
Obama for a screening 
of the film “Red Tails,” a 
World War II movie profil-
ing some of the Tuskegee 
veterans.

“They made their 
mark,” his daughter said.

Clayton Lawrence (l.) during World War II, and the aviator in a more 
recent picture. Photo courtesy Clayton Lawrence family.

Boro Tuskegee Airman
remembered at funeral

3315 Hillside Avenue  New Hyde Park, NY 11040 
(516) 746-1120  www.templetikvah.org
Located on the Queens/Nassau border

Join us for the 
High Holidays.
We welcome you with open arms… 
…And open services. 
Let’s dip some apples in honey and greet the New Year together.  

We won’t even make you wipe your feet. 

Usher in 5775 together at Temple Tikvah’s Rosh Hashanah and  

Yom Kippur Community Services.

Rosh Hashanah Community Services 
Thursday, September 25  
Tot Service at 2:45pm - Pre-School through Kindergarten  

Family/Community Service at 3:30pm  

Tashlich at Herricks Pond at 5:00pm 

Friday, September 26  
Community Service at Cunningham Park at 10:00am

Yom Kippur Community Services 
Saturday, October 4  
Family/Community Service at 2:00pm  

Yizkor Service at 5:30pm followed by Concluding Services and a Community Break Fast. 

Rabbi Randy Sheinberg and Cantor Guy Bonné welcome you to…

No, that’s not a typo. No, that’s not a typo. 

Discover the rewards of Qside  
Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

h d f Q idscover the rewards of Qside
sa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

With some of the lowest rates around, Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 
money, reduce your debt more quickly, and even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Federally Insured by NCUA 
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa 
Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

A family in Queens Village 
says they are being harassed by 
a neighbor who has been posting 
pornographic images in a win-
dow facing their home for more 
than two years.

Sanjeev Aggarwal, who lives 
on 233rd Street just south of Union 
Turnpike, moved into his home 
in 2012 and has been battling with 
his neighbor ever since. After get-
ting into an argument with him 
the day he moved in, Aggarwal 
said his nasty neighbor has been 
committing annoyances every 
day for the past two years, includ-
ing posting the X-rated images on 
a window inside his home that 
faces out toward the Aggarwals’ 
house.

“The first day, I was cleaning 
my sidewalk and his got a little 
dirty, so I told him I would clean 
it up for him,” Aggarwal said of 
his neighbor, whom he only refers 
to as Jimmy. “He started cursing 
me out and calling me names, so I 
said there’s no point in talking to 
him and I put up a fence.”

Aggarwal said Jimmy made 
derogatory comments to him that 
day about his Indian race, and he 
said he believes the efforts his 
neighbor has made in an attempt 
to disturb them ever since are re-
lated to his family’s Indian heri-
tage. Jimmy could not be reached 
for comment about why he was 
posting the images.

Soon after the fence went up 
between the two houses, Aggar-
wal said his neighbor began put-
ting the pornographic pictures in 
his window, holding them up to 
face the window the Aggarwals 
can see from their upstairs.

“He started putting nude 
pictures up and eventually I had 
enough,” Aggarwal said. “My son 
is only 4, and you can see these 
pictures from the street.”

Aggarwal said he called the 
police several times and officers 
from the 105th Precinct would 
instruct Jimmy to take the pho-
tos down, but Aggarwal said he 
would put them back up as soon 
as the police left. He said he then 
hung a sheet on a clothesline in 
between the two homes, causing 

his neighbor to escalate to other 
antics.

“When the sheet went up, his 
new thing was throwing garbage 
over the fence into my yard,” Ag-
garwal said. “The police told me 
to put up security cameras, so I 
spent my own money to do that 
and then he had to think of some-

thing else, so he started peeing 
under the fence so it came into 
my yard.”

Aggarwal said he has tried 
writing to community leaders 
and elected officials as well as 
continuing to complain to the 
Police Department, but he said 
most responses he gets say that 

because Jimmy is posting the 
photos in the privacy of his own 
home, the law limits what action 
can be taken to stop him. He said 
he has even tried to make amends 
with Jimmy, but his neighbor 
wanted no part of a truce.

“I tried to tell him, let’s just 
shake hands and start over on a 
better note, but he told me that’s 
not the way it works,” Aggarwal 
said. “I feel helpless in my own 
home. I can’t even enjoy my own 
property because of this guy.”

Aggarwal said he will con-
tinue to file complaints about 
Jimmy and hope that someone is 
able to put an end to the problem. 
He said he is ready to make peace 
with his neighbor and hopes he 
soon feels the same.

“Whatever the argument is, 
let’s work it out and move on,” he 
said. “Just let me live my life.”

A family in Queens Village has been complaining their neighbor has been post-
ing pornographic pictures in his window, above the white fence, left, for more 
than two years. Photo by Chris Palermo

Qns Village man irking neighbors with nude pics

ENJOY DUNKIN’ DONUTS WHILE YOUR VEHICLE IS BEING SERVICED!
NOR-CROSS SERVICE STATION
Enjoy The Difference, We Care!

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
17-55 Francis Lewis Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357
(718) 746-6343 or (718) 746-3267
www.NewNorGroup.com
New_NorGroup@yahoo.com

NEW YORK STATE INSPECTION WHILE YOU WAIT! 
Open For Gas/Diesel 24/7  Repairs & Convenience Store Open 7 Days

Mon-Sat 7am–7pm  Sun 8am–6pm
24 HOUR TOWING

ALL REPAIRS GUARANTEED  12 MONTHS/12,000 MILES

17-55 Francis Lewis Blvd. 
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 746-7803

OPEN 24 HOURS 7 DAYS

LUBE, OIL, 
FILTER CHANGE

$2495
(Reg. $29.95) Most Cars

INCLUDES: 

10 Point Safety Check

Synthetic Oil Extra
SUV’s Extra

With TL Coupon. Expires 11/30/14.

SPECIAL
$16995
Oil Change, Radiator 

Flush & Fill, Transmission 

Service, Tires Rotated, & Set 

Of Wiper Blades

Most Cars (Reg. $289.95)
SUV’s Extra

With TL Coupon. Expires 11/30/14.

RADIATOR
FLUSH & FILL

We Will Fill 

With New Antifreeze 

$4995
Most Cars (Reg. $89.95)

Dex-Cool Anti-Freeze 
Additional $10

SUV’s Extra
With TL Coupon. Expires 11/30/14.

CHECK ENGINE
LIGHT ON?

We Will Check It For 

FREE
(Reg. $49.95)

Included Reading & Reporting

Trouble Codes 

Coupon Must Be Presented At Drop Off.
With TL Coupon. Expires 11/30/14.

BRAKE SPECIAL

$8995

Most Cars (Reg. $139.95)

We Will Install New Disc

Brakes & Pads, Front Or Back

SUV’s Extra

With TL Coupon. Expires 11/30/14.

FREE 
WATER 

POLAND SPRING
Buy 1 Get 1 FREE

(16.9 Fluid Oz.)

With TL Coupon. Expires 11/30/14.

OUR CONVENIENCE STORE

$1999
FOR 3 LBS. 

COFFEE

With TL Coupon. Expires 11/30/14.

$100 OFF
ANY BREAKFAST

SANDWICH

With TL Coupon. Expires 11/30/14.

$100 OFF
DOZEN DONUTS

(Limit 2)

With TL Coupon. Expires 11/30/14.

$100 OFF
50 MUNCHKINS

(Limit 2)

With TL Coupon. Expires 11/30/14.

FREE
DONUT

With Purchase Of Any Coffee

Value $1.09

With TL Coupon. Expires 11/30/14.

FREE
WHEEL 

ALIGNMENT
With Purchase Of 4 Tires

(Value $89.95)
SUV’s Extra

With TL Coupon. Expires 11/30/14.

10% 
OFF

ANY SERVICE
OR REPAIR

Not To Be Combined With Other Offers. 
With TL Coupon. Expires 11/30/14.

GALLON MILK
$369

 

With TL Coupon. Expires 11/30/14.

MONSTER 
ENERGY DRINK

2 for $400

With TL Coupon. Expires 11/30/14.

8.4 
Fl. Oz.

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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SUNDAY STROLL

BELL BOULEVARD 

  SEPTEMBER 28
Noon - 5 PM 

39th Ave to 41st Ave
www.baysidevillage.net 

718-423-2434 

info@baysidevillagebid.com 

@baysidebid 

bayside village bid 

Presented By Witth Support From 
- Assemblyman Edward 

Braunstein 

- NYC Department of 

Transportation

ASIA BANK, N. A.

“COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE FINANCING”
Owner-occupied and investment properties

Repayment terms to 25 years
Other Secured Business Loan Products Also Available

CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR CREDIT SOLUTION!!!

LOAN CENTER 
135-11 Roosevelt Avenue, Flushing, NY 11354

Tel: 718-961-9898  
 Fax: 718-762-0741

e-mail: asialoan@asiabank-na.com
www.asiabank-na.com 

COLLEGE POINT - Police were 
looking for two individuals wanted in 
connection with a burglary at an aero-
space metal business on 120th Street in 
College Point, the NYPD said.

The suspects drove a van into a 
lot at the business just after 7:40 a.m. 
on Sept. 13 and made off with $48,000 
worth of aircraft aluminum, according 
to police.

Anyone with information in re-

RICHMOND HILL — Police were requesting help finding 
a 35-year-old Richmond Hill woman reported missing Sept. 11, 
the NYPD said.

The Police Department said Melondy Harris, 35, was last 
seen near the corner of Lefferts Boulevard and Jamaica Av-
enue at 3 p.m. Sept. 11. 

Harris is described as a black woman with brown eyes 
and black hair.

Anyone with information in regards to this incident is 

ST. ALBANS- An off-duty city employee was arrested Monday on assault and 
harassment charges, the NYPD said.

Takee Stauton, 27, was busted for allegedly beating up her boyfriend’s ex inside 
a St. Albans house, police said.

According to the New York Post, the suspect, a school safety officer, punched the 
34-year-old victim, who suffered minor injuries.

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

School safety officer arrested for assault: Cops

Police look for missing Richmond Hill woman

MELONDY HARRIS

Plane aluminum stolen from College Pt.: NYPD

Police released this image of a van leaving a 
College Point business after a suspected robbery.  

Photo courtesy NYPD

KEW GARDENS- A Queens Village man was sentenced to 10 years behind bars 
for robbing two gas stations and a deli at gunpoint in March of last year, said the dis-
trict attorney. 

Richard Brown said Ravinder Dharamshot, 32, pled guilty in July to first-degree 
robbery charges in relation with the three robberies. 

The defendant, according to court records, robbed two gas stations, taking $800 
from a Gulf and $500 from an Exxon businesses. 

The district attorney said he also got away with $200 from a deli at Braddock 
Avenue.  

Dharamshot went on crime spree with the help of another man, who is also serv-
ing a sentenced of 10 years in prison for the crime spree. 

Queens Village man sentenced for robberies
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica) hailed 
some $137 million set aside 
for shoring up the subway 
system in southern Queens, 
but Rockaway ferry advo-
cates said he left the boats’ 
future unmoored.

Meeks and the New 
York City congressional del-
egation announced Monday 
they had secured billions in 
funding for flood resiliency 
projects after applying for 
competitive Federal Tran-
sit Administration grants 
two years ago.

With U.S. Department 
of Transportation Secre-
tary Anthony Foxx at his 
side, Meeks said the city’s 
elected officials won about 
$1.9 billion for the Metro-
politan Transportation 
Authority and the Port 
Authority in addition to 
roughly $200 million for the 
city Department of Trans-
portation.

The congressman said 

$137 million was set aside 
for protecting the Rock-
away subway line, which 
was shut for seven months 
after Hurricane Sandy 
washed over its tracks in 
October 2012. The funding 
will also help protect flood 
prone A train stops, such 
as the Howard Beach and 
Broad Channel stations.

“It’s tremendous, as I 
look at it, particularly with 
regards to the Rockaways,” 
Meeks said. “We had seven 
months without the subway 
system... and that crippled 
all of the Rockaways be-
cause you couldn’t get 
across the bridge.”

Another $617 million 
from the federal govern-
ment would fund redesigns 
of 10 subway yards, includ-
ing those in the Rockaways 
and Queens, to ensure their 
perimeter protections, 
drainage system and pump-
ing equipment meets the 
standards expected to last 
another century.

Hours after Meeks 
touted the funding outside 

the Staten Island ferry ter-
minal in downtown Man-
hattan, close to 30 gathered 
there Monday evening to 
rally for the funding nec-
essary to continue run-
ning the Rockaway ferry 
after Oct. 31, according to 
Michael O’Reilly.  That a 
portion of the federal fund-
ing was bound for the con-
struction of ferry boats and 
terminals for the Staten Is-
land service was not lost on 
the protestors.

“I find it interesting 
that our own Congressman 
Meeks and Sen. Schumer 
have been tenacious in 
securing $190 million to 
help fund the Staten Island 
ferry and have been silent 
in helping Rockaway and 
Brooklyn in their ferry,” 
said O’Reilly, a Broad 
Channel resident who rides 
the Rockaway ferry to work 
in Manhattan. “I was abso-
lutely shocked — $190 mil-
lion, 1 percent of that would 
fund our ferry for a year, or 
maybe 2 percent.”

Meeks said the grants 

only applied to capital con-
struction projects, not oper-
ation costs, as were needed 
in Rockaway. 

But he said he would 
continue trying to convince 
Mayor Bill de Blasio the 
ferry was worth funding 
and explore how he may be 
able to secure some of the 
remaining Sandy-related 
federal capital construc-
tion money for the city, in 
exchange for it transfer-
ring funding to the Rock-
away route. Money for the 
ferry did not make it into 
the city’s budget. 

“This  about 10 percent 
of the money that was ini-
tially promised,” Meeks 
said of the recent alloca-
tions. “Overall, there is 10 
percent to go... I’m trying to 
think outside of the box.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at stran gle@c n-
gloc al.com.

 

BY KELSEY DURHAM

For the athletes in the 
Wheelchair Sports Fed-
eration, there is not much 
their physical limitations 
can stop them from doing.

Flushing played host 
to the 14th annual Wheel-
chair Softball Tournament 
last week as dozens of par-
ticipants spent Thursday 
and Friday competing in 
a makeshift field in the 
parking lot of Citi Field. 
The double elimination, 
bracket-style tournament 
allowed the four teams who 
played this year to compete 
in seven-inning games for 
the title of champion.

The New York Mets 
have sponsored the event 
since it started more than a 
decade ago, and three other 
Major League Baseball or-
ganizations — the Chicago 
Cubs, the Boston Red Sox 
and the New York Yankees 
— sponsored teams in this 
year’s tournament as well. 
The players ranged in age 
and skill level, and the only 
requirement to participate 
in the tournament was that 
players be confined to a 
wheelchair.

“The enjoyment comes 
from seeing everyone hav-
ing a good time knowing 
this is not a normal oppor-
tunity,” said John Hamre, 
president of the Wheelchair 
Sports Federation. “It’s a 
good opportunity for peer-
to-peer interaction, which 
is one of the greatest things 
about this.”

Hamre said the tour-

nament follows the rules 
of softball as closely as pos-
sible, only making a few 
changes in order to adapt to 
the use of wheelchairs. He 
said many of the athletes 
love playing so much that 
they also take advantage of 
other wheelchair sports, in-
cluding basketball, tennis, 
sled hockey and football.

“It’s a lot more difficult 
than people think and very 
competitive,” Hamre said. 
“You see the competition of 
this when you watch. These 
guys argue every call.”

David Deas, a Howard 
Beach resident who has 
been playing in the wheel-
chair tournament at Citi 
Field since it began 14 years 
ago, said he has come back 
every year because of the 
friendships he has made 
with people experiencing 
the same things he is.

“You get to see a lot of 
good friends here and the 
team itself is like a brother-
hood,” Deas said. “We talk 
and share stories, a lot of us 
have been playing together 
for a long time.”

Deas also said he likes 
the competitive nature of 
the game and said it gives 
him an opportunity to con-
tinue honoring his love for 
athletics while in a wheel-
chair.

“Wheelchair sports in 
general are really exciting 
for a lot of athletes,” he said. 
“To be able to play with 
these guys is great. It’s not 
always about winning, it’s 
about having a good time.”

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks announces federal funding for transportation projects. Photo courtesy Gregory Meeks’ office/Margot Jordan

Players compete in the 14th Annual Major League Wheelchair 
Softball Tournament at Citi Field. 

Photo by Chris Palermo

Meeks touts transit funding
Rockaway ferry advocates contend lawmaker neglected them

Wheelchair softball 
comes to Citi Field

Continued on Page 23
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BY BILL PARRY

More than 10,000 mov-
ie buffs made their way 
to the Kaufman Astoria 
Studios Sunday when the 
Hollywood-style gates were 
thrown open to the public 
for “New York On Loca-
tion,” a free daylong street 
fair that offered a behind-
the-scenes look at film 
production. While storm 
clouds threatened, the only 
rain that fell on the backlot 
were man-made, produced 
by the studio’s special ef-
fects people.

“I think it’s awesome, 
a great opportunity for 
the average people to see 
what goes into the magic of 
film,” KAS Vice President 
Tracy Capune said. Over 
20 working movie trailers 
and trucks were parked 
along the backlot and 35th 
Avenue and visitors were 
allowed looks inside.

There was a makeup 
demonstration featuring a 
young man transforming 
himself into an old woman. 
Stunt performers dem-
onstrated street fighting, 
high falls and high-speed 
car maneuvers. The latest 
in camera, lighting and 
sound equipment were also 
on display.

Visitors were able to 
speak directly with movie 
professionals about what 
they do on set. “It’s a fun 
and engaging way for fami-
lies and kids to experience 
what goes on behind the 
scenes,” KAS President Hal 
Rosenbluth said.

Laura and Stan, a cou-
ple from Astoria, watched 
the stunt drivers, saying 
they had walked past the 
massive studio all the time. 
“We always wondered what 
went on in here,” Stan said. 
“They don’t normally do 
tours here so it was nice 
that they opened it up.”

Two young women 
from Denmark, Alberte 
and Amalie, said it was 
the first time they had ever 
been inside a film studio. 
They were among 30 rid-

ers taking part in a Bike 
The Big Apple sight-seeing 
outing run by the bicycle-
riding tour guide Jesse Mc-
Donough.

“They wanted to see 
the studio and that’s just 
fine by me,” McDonough 
said. “People usually want 
to see the sights in Brook-
lyn and Manhattan but 
Queens is generating more 
interest these days.”

Mary Beth Fox came 
from Brooklyn with her 
husband Joe and their two 
young children. 

“I’m a casting director 
with Teamsters Local 817,” 
she said. “It’s been fun to 
show my family what the 
industry is like, what Mom-
my does for a living. They 
found it fascinating.”

Omar from Elmhurst 
said his favorite part was 
the special effects demon-
stration. “They had a rain-
storm on one side of the 
street and a snowstorm on 
the other   -- that was really 
cool.”

Kelly from the Bronx 
said, “I had no idea they 
had a full-blown movie stu-
dio in Queens.  It’s really 
pretty amazing to see.”

“New York On Loca-
tion” reminded a young 
Manhattan couple, Michael 
and Bronwyn, of their home 
in Los Angeles. 

“We’re both actors 
from L.A., so it’s a trip see-
ing a big gated film studio 
like this on the East Coast,” 
Michael said.

Nearly 7,500 visited 
the Museum of Moving Im-
age next door, where the 
galleries were free all day. 
The film “Lights, Camera, 
Astoria!” was screened 
and there was a martial 
arts demonstration in the 
George S. Kaufman Court-
yard.

Throughout the Kauf-
man Art District, food 
trucks served up the type 
of fare that is provided on 
location. State Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
vouched for the sandwich 
he got from a Startruck Ca-
tering and Treat truck.

“It’s called a Fat Pig 
Sandwich and it has roast 
pork, ham, bacon and gar-
lic mayo--it’s delicious,” Gi-
anaris said. ”This is a great 
event and hopefully it’s a 
sign of more to come. We 
live with the economic ben-
efits this studio provides 
everyday. This is a way for 
the public to see what it’s 
all about.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

The Hollywood-style gates are opened to the public for 
New York on Location, drawing over 10,000 movie buffs. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Film studio’s street fair
draws thousands of fans

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

L’Shana Tova

Best Wishes for a Happy & Healthy 
Jewish New Year

Congresswoman
Grace Meng

Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York.
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BY BILL PARRY
 

A unique food truck was 
serving up maple-themed lunches 
on Northern Boulevard near the 
Clocktower Building in Long Is-
land City last week. An eight-man 
work crew that dishes out maple 
grilled cheese sandwiches and 
beer-battered maple onion rings 
from the Snowday Food Truck are 
all formerly incarcerated youths.

“I got the idea when I was a 
teacher on Rikers Island,” said  
Jordyn Lexton, the truck’s op-
erator. “I wanted to help young 
people just out of prison, so I went 
back to school and learned how to 
start this kind of enterprise and 
we went into service in April.”

Lexton went on to create a 
non-profit called Drive Change 
that builds and operates its own 
food trucks that hire and train 
young people recently released 
from prison. Two members of the 
current crew are from Queens.

A half year later the Snow-
day Food Truck won the Vendy 

Award as the Rookie of the Year, 
part of a showcase for the city’s 
best street food vendors. 

“Winning that prestigious 
award was a huge piece of it,” Lex-
ton said. “The pride factor is now 
very big on that truck, but to be 
the best program you have to be 
the best business.”

The truck sets up shop most 
Wednesdays at the Falchi Build-
ing, at 31-00 47th Ave. in Long 
Island City, the Brooklyn Navy 
Yards on Thursdays and Gover-
nors Island on the weekends. It is 
facilitated by the Fortune Society, 
the Long Island City organization 
that promotes alternatives to in-
carceration.

Lexton is also involved with 
the Entrepreneur Space, the 
kitchen incubator run by the 
Queens Economic Development 
Corp. 

“We cook our menu and do 
all of our food preparation at the 
E-Space,” Lexton said. 

The Fortune Society also 
teaches a culinary art class at the 

venue and some of the students in 
training will work on the truck.

“The workers are between 
the ages of 16 and 26 and they do 
rotations of six to eight months,” 
Lexton said. “Two have already 
transitioned to full-time jobs and 

one went back to school.”
Lexton calls the Snowday 

Food Truck a vehicle for social 
justice where young people with 
criminal histories can live crime-
free, with bright futures full of 
opportunity. 

“We recruit them when they 
get out and we help them stay 
out,” she said.

The food that is served from 
the truck is made of ingredients 
sourced mostly from New York 
state and local urban farms. Lex-
ton developed the maple-themed 
menu based on French-Canadian 
cooking. It was on a trip to Cana-
da that she was inspired not just 
for the menu but for the name of 
the truck.

“The whole idea of a snow 
day represents the ultimate joy 
and freedom,” she said. “That’s 
what we strive to create for the 
crew.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4538.

Drive Change founder Jordyn Lexton talks to some staffers of the Long Island 
City Partnership. Photo by Bill Parry

Ex-cons staff Vendy award winning  Snowday food truck
Vehicle for social justice operated by Drive Change serves joy and freedom with a good lunch

Dry, scratchy, irritated 
eyes? These symptoms, 
which affect millions of 
Americans, can put a 
damper on summer fun. 
Getting to the root cause 
of eye discomfort is the 
first step in receiving the 
proper treatment to get re-
lief, according to Andrew 
Gewirtz, M.D., an ophthal-
mologist at North Shore 
Queens Eye Medicine in 
Little Neck. 

The cause isn’t always 
what people think. Many 
who believe they have al-
lergies may actually have 
a medical condition called 
dry eye, which can range 
from mild to severe, ac-
cording to Dr. Gewirtz.

“There are vari-
ous causes of dry eyes, 
and some medications 
can make the condition 
worse,” he says. “Antihis-
tamines, used to treat al-
lergies, exacerbate dry 
eye, which makes the cor-

rect diagnosis all the more 
important.”

Dry eye is one of the 
most common reasons 
for a visit to the ophthal-
mologist, affecting an es-
timated 20 million Ameri-
cans. It can have a major 
impact on quality of life.

Symptoms can vary 
depending on the patient, 
often masquerading as al-
lergy symptoms. People 
with dry eye may experi-
ence a stinging or burning 
sensation; excessive tear-
ing or mucous discharge; 
eyes that are easily irri-
tated; a scratchy, gritty 
feeling or the sensation 
that there is something 
in one’s eye; sensitivity to 
light; difficulty wearing 
contact lenses; and blurred 
vision. 

To make the diagnosis, 
doctors begin by obtain-
ing a thorough medical 
history, which includes 
any medications a patient 
may be taking. In addition 

to the medical history and 
a patient’s symptoms, Dr. 
Gewirtz uses the TearLab 
system, a quick, painless 
test to help diagnose dry 
eye disease and moni-
tor progress once treat-

ment begins. North Shore 
Queens Eye Medicine is 
an accredited TearLab 
Dry Eye Center.

The condition occurs 
when the eyes do not pro-
duce the right quantity or 

quality of tears. The dis-
ease is more common as 
we get older and affects 
more women than men, 
especially after a woman 
reaches menopause. Peo-
ple who have certain med-
ical conditions are also 
more susceptible to devel-
oping dry eyes. 

“It’s important for 
people to receive the cor-
rect diagnosis sooner 
rather than later,” said Dr. 
Gewirtz. “The tear film 
nourishes and protects the 
surface of the eye. When 
this is compromised, it can 
lead to damage to the eye. 
There is an increased risk 
of infection and even vi-
sual impairment if severe 
dry eye goes untreated 
over an extended period of 
time.” 

In mild cases, address-
ing environmental factors 
often provides relief. Hot, 
dry and windy climates; 
excessive sun exposure; 
central heating; air condi-

tioning; cigarette smoke; 
and air pollution have 
been linked to an exacer-
bation of dry eye. 

Increasing humidity 
in one’s environment and 
staying away from ciga-
rette smoke can help.  Stop-
ping certain medications 
such as antihistamines or 
diuretics may also allevi-
ate symptoms. 

Artificial tears, gels 
and ointments are also 
used to treat dry eye. Pre-
scription medications are 
available for more severe 
cases. When over-the-
counter or prescription 
eye drops fail to provide re-
lief, a treatment called lac-
rimal plugs often relieves 
symptoms. The plugs are 
tiny devices inserted into 
the tear ducts to increase 
the tear film and surface 
moisture.

For more information 
on dry eye or to make an ap-
pointment with Dr. Gewirtz, 
call 718-225-5656.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Allergies? Or Could it be Dry Eye, a Medical Condition?

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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  Unglam Gateway
Vice President Joe Biden caused a stir in Queens and 

beyond with his pronouncement a few months ago that 
LaGuardia is a Third World airport.  But he must not be 
a frequent traveler to Kennedy Airport, which sometimes 
welcomes arriving passengers with the kind of service ex-
pected in a developing nation.

  When a recent flight from the flashy British Airways 
terminal at Heathrow in London landed at JFK, Kennedy 
rolled out all the stops for the crush of foreign visitors. 
The passengers were herded down a flight of stairs into 
a very long hallway, which turned out to be the entrance 
to the baggage section.  Hundreds of weary travelers were 
required to stand in line waiting for immigration officials 
to process them for at least 30 minutes.

  An airport official passing through the crowded 
hallway remarked that some of the immigration officers 
had not showed up for work.  Whether true or not, it was 
not the kind of scene that made returning New Yorkers 
proud.  In fact, this version of the Big Apple’s welcome mat 
was downright embarrassing.

 The contrast to the sleek operations at the British 
Airways terminal, where passengers are whisked through 
some of the tightest security on the planet and then direct-
ed to their gates via rapid escalators or modern elevators, 
was stark. 

  Both Delta and JetBlue have opened modern termi-
nals at JFK in recent years, but the overall image of the 
airport is still unavoidable:  Kennedy is a dowager in dire 
need of a face-lift.  

  Biden’s assessment of JFK’s neighbor to the north 
may have inspired Gov. Cuomo to announce the state 
would assume control of a $3.6 billion project to redevelop 
LaGuardia and construction at Kennedy from the Port  
Authority.  The move was widely applauded by frustrated 
New Yorkers, who know all too well that first impressions 
count.

   The governor must use his power to see that the 
modernization of Queens’ two airports continues.   And 
the pressure should be intensified on the Port  Authority, 
which operates both airports,  to spend a bigger chunk of 
the revenue they generate on redesigning this gateway to 
New York City.

The city that has been romanticized in film and glori-
fied in novels loses some of its aura when the visitor lands 
in Queens at an airport that belongs on the Turner Clas-
sics Movie channel.  Has filmmaker Woody Allen, who has 
an enduring love affair with New York, ever shot a roman-
tic sequel at JFK or LaGuardia?

At sundown tonight 
Jews around the world be-
gin to celebrate the first of 
the High Holy Days. The 
High Holidays offer a mo-
ment of pause and a time 
to reflect on the previous 
year. Together, working 
with people of all faiths, 
we can bring greater peace 
and prosperity to the world 
in 5775.

 I want to extend my 
warmest wishes for those 
celebrating and a wonder-
ful holiday. May this year 
be filled with good health 
and happiness.  L’shana 

Tova Tikatevu.

Letitia James
New York City 

Public Advocate
Manhattan

I want to wish all those 
who are celebrating Rosh 
Hashanah a Happy and 
Sweet New Year. It has been 
an honor working with Jew-
ish communities across the 
five boroughs these past 
nine months to address 
issues of poverty, quality 
of life and access to oppor-
tunity, and I look forward 

to continuing our work to-
gether in the year to come.  
Please accept my very best 
wishes for a good and sweet 
New Year of health, happi-
ness and prosperity. Shana 
tova!”

Melissa Mark-Viverito
City Council Speaker

Manhattan

“Tonight at sundown, 
I will join families across 
our state and around the 
world to gather for Rosh 
Hashanah in celebration 
of the Jewish new year. As 

we celebrate this joyous 
holiday, let us also take this 
time to reflect upon the 
past year, revisiting both 
our accomplishments and 
our failings, so that we may 
all move forward as better 
sons, daughters, parents 
and friends.

May you and your 
families be blessed with a 
sweet and happy New Year. 
L’Shanah Tovah.”

Eric Schneiderman
New York State 

Attorney General

Lawmakers issue greetings for Jewish new year

ALL’S FAIRE

A robot reaches out to a 
visitor at last weekend’s 
Maker Faire at the New York 
Hall of Science in Corona. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado
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Last week I announced 
a way to reduce excessive 
standardized tests as part 
of Common Core while 
preserving the quality of 
learning and teaching in 
our classrooms. My propos-
al was developed over the 
course of several months 
by school superintendents 
and educators throughout 
our communities. 

I believe we are test-
ing our kids to extremes 
and robbing them of their 
creativity and curiosity. 
Classrooms are meant to 

be challenging incubators 
for learning and expres-
sion, not test-taking facto-
ries. Unfortunately, many 
classrooms today are void 
of teaching innovation and 
critical thinking because 
teachers and students are 
burdened by preparing for 
excessive standardized 
tests that promote learning 
through retention rather 
than learning by experi-
ence.

A common sense pace 
of testing is essential to 
ensure that our students 
are learning what is being 
taught and that schools 

are effectively educating. 
But we cannot designate 
standardized test scores as 
the one predictor of future 
success for our students, 
teachers, and school dis-
tricts. Learning is a deeply 
personal experience, and 
we should be giving our 
teachers and students the 
classroom time they need 
in order to facilitate experi-
ential learning.

That is why, with the 
help of Long Island super-
intendents, I am introduc-
ing the Tackling Exces-
sive Standardized Testing 
Act that allows states to 

choose an alternative test-
ing schedule for students 
in grades 3 through 8. The 
TEST Act reduces the num-
ber of tests students must 
take each year and ulti-
mately gives time back to 
educators to teach science, 
social studies, art, music 
and other subjects whose 
lessons are being cut short 
in order to prepare for test-
ing.

Allotting the neces-
sary time to foster a class-
room atmosphere more 
conducive to creativity and 
collaboration will help re-
lieve some of the stress that 

testing places on students 
and teachers. It is simply 
common sense to allow 
states to be able to choose 
an alternative testing 
schedule for students that 
curbs the amount of tests 
they have to take while 
still reflecting their abili-
ties and the effectiveness of 
school districts. 

I have two adult daugh-
ters. One is involved in 
marketing for the pharma-
ceutical industry. The oth-
er is pursuing a career in 
sustainable agriculture. In 
other words, one is in Phar-
ma and the other a Farmer. 

Excessive standardized 
tests could not possibly 
measure the potential and 
the needs that each had in 
pursuing their dreams. 

We should test less and 
enrich more. 

Steve Israel
U.S. Congressman

Melville, L.I.

When did politics become so ugly and divisive?

U. S. Rep. Steve Israel’s bill would reduce testing in schools

Calling them “extreme 
conservatives,” Gov. An-
drew Cuomo blasted con-
servative Republican New 
Yorkers earlier this year, 
telling them they have no 
place in New York state. 
More recently Nancy Pelosi 
said: “Civilization as we 
know it today would be in 
jeopardy if the Republicans 
win the Senate.” In ugly 
campaign ads and lies, the 
NYS Democratic Party has 
repeatedly slammed Repub-
lican gubernatorial can-
didate Rob Astorino as an 
“extremist” and perhaps it 
won’t be long before con-
gressional candidate Grant 
Lally is labeled a rightwing 
extremist.

The “extremist” man-
tra is one of the three big 
lies that many incumbent 
Democrat politicians use 
as their re-election cam-
paign strategy to paint Re-
publicans as bigoted and 
dangerous in order to win 
votes by demonization. The 

three lies repeated inces-
santly are that Republicans 
are extremists, racists, and 
only care about the rich. 
Goebbels said, “If you re-
peat a lie often enough, 
people will believe it” and 
Democrats have been re-
peating these lies for nearly 
20 years and unfortunately 
they’ve stuck. It’s straight 
out of Saul Alinsky’s play-
book, the forth rule: “Ridi-
cule is man’s most potent 
weapon.”

Since when did the 
political arena become so 
ugly and divisive? By and 
large, the great modern 
partisan divide took off in 
the aftermath of the U.S. 
presidential election in 2000 
between Texas Gov. George 
W. Bush and Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore. The election 
results hinged on Florida, 
where an extremely close 
race ended in weeks of legal 
battles over the recounting 
of votes. A Supreme Court 
decision ended the recount, 
awarding the Florida elec-

toral votes and the presi-
dency to Bush.

The left screamed “un-
fair,” that the voters not the 
courts should have decided 
the election. Although he 
disagreed with the Su-
preme Court verdict, Gore 
ended his campaign “for 
the sake of unity as a people 
and the strength of our de-
mocracy” and said “parti-
san rancor must now be put 
aside.” Bush declared that 
the “nation must rise above 
a house divided.”

Regrettably, the house 
remained divided and 
the bitterness and resent-
ment intensified. Leftwing 
Democrats felt cheated 
and declared it was an il-
legitimate election and that 
democracy doesn’t work. 
Angry and embittered, 
they vowed that the system 
was broken and planned 
to avenge their loss by ul-
timately seizing control of 
the Democrat Party and 
ruling by fiat. That is why 
today, indicative of their 

plan to destroy the opposi-
tion, Nancy Pelosi can say 
with a straight face that Re-
publican rule will destroy 
America. President Obama 
often uses his executive 
powers to bypass Congress 
and rule by executive fiat.

Today leftist progres-
sives dominate the Demo-
crat Party and repeat 
endless lies, run false cam-
paign attack ads, denounce 
their opponents as racists 
and extremists, and refuse 
to debate as in the race 
between Cuomo and Asto-
rino. Once they eliminate 
the opposition, they can put 
their extreme progressive 
agenda into place, “funda-
mentally transforming the 
United States of America,” 
as Obama declared. Their 
objective is to dispose of the 
values that made America 
the greatest nation in the 
world.

The extreme progres-
sives are an outspoken 
minority who believe they 
should make the rules 

for all of us. They believe 
they know best that the 
minimum wage should be 
$15 per hour; that because 
specialized high schools 
are not diverse enough, the 
tests need to be dumbed 
down; that all schoolchil-
dren will learn best with a 
universal one-size-fits-all 
curriculum; that everyone 
will be safer if cops react to 
violent crime rather than 
confront it before it occurs; 
that bigger, more expensive 
government is better for 
society; and the list goes on 
and on.

However, the vast ma-
jority of the American pub-
lic cherishes the ideals and 
values that made America 
great and don’t believe in 
the extremist progressive 
agenda. They believe in 
American ideals, merit, 
family, self sufficiency, and 
law and order. The vast ma-
jority are not extremists 
or racists, contrary to the 
race hustlers’ accusations 
that racism is rampant in 

America. They value hard 
work, education, self-sacri-
fice, and service to our na-
tion. 

With the help of the 
media and academic elites, 
the progressive left creates 
the myth that Republicans 
are the bad guys. If the ma-
jority of Americans learned 
the truth and voted, the ex-
treme progressives would 
be an endangered species. 
As Senator Frank Padavan 
used to say: “You’re all Re-
publicans, you just don’t 
know it.”

Phil Orenstein
President 

Queens Village Republican 
Club
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A
ctress, producer and 
activist Francine 
Drescher was born 
in Flushing on Sept. 

30, 1957.
After debuting in the 

1977 blockbuster “Satur-
day Night Fever,” Drescher 
slowly built her career with 
small film roles in the 1970s 
and ’80s. She burst onto 
the Hollywood scene with 
her own TV sitcom “The 
Nanny” in 1993 and has ap-
peared in some 30 movies 
and more than 20 television 
shows.

Her latest production 
was the television com-
edy “Happily Divorced,” 

based upon her own sepa-
ration after 21 years from 
former husband and actor 
Peter Marc Jacobson. The 
actress from Queens is a 
cancer survivor and well-
known on screen for her 
pronounced New York ac-
cent.

The youngest of two 
children, Drescher grew up 
in Kew Gardens Hills and 
attended Hillcrest High 
School with actor Ray Ro-
mano. She developed an 
interest in acting in junior 
high, and in 1973 she was 
the first runner-up for Miss 
New York Teenager.

Following high school, 

Drescher and future hus-
band Jacobson supported 
themselves as discount 
hairdressers while pursu-
ing acting gigs in Manhat-
tan.

The first break for the 
girl from Kew Gardens Hills 
came with a small speaking 
role opposite John Travolta 
in “Saturday Night Fever,” 
and in the 1980s she ap-
peared as a comic actress 
in movies such as “Gorp” 
and “This is Spinal Tap.”

At the same time, 
Drescher began to make a 
name for herself on prime 
time television with guest 
appearances on shows in-
cluding “Silver Spoons,” 
“Who’s the Boss?” and 
“Night Court.”

It was “The Nanny,” 
which ran from 1993-99, 
which made her a star. Pro-
duced by Drescher and Ja-
cobson, the show cast Fran 

as charming and outgo-
ing New York nanny Fran 
Fine. 

The actress with the 
trademark New York voice 
was nominated for two Em-
mys and two Golden Globes 
for her performance dur-
ing the six-year run. She 
built on her fame and suc-
cess with film appearances 
alongside Robin Williams 
in Francis Ford Coppola’s 
comedy-drama “Jack,” and 
with Woody Allen in the 
2000 black comedy “Pick-
ing up the Pieces.”

Before producing and 
starring in “Happily Di-

vorced” from 2011-13, the 
Queens native appeared 
in television shows includ-
ing “Entourage” and “Law 
& Order: Criminal Intent” 
and lent her voice to a char-
acter on “The Simpsons.”

Off screen, Drescher 
gives her time to a variety 
of causes. She has been 
supportive of LGBT issues 
since her ex-husband came 
out as homosexual after 
their divorce, and as a can-
cer survivor she is an advo-
cate of early screening and 
awareness of the symptoms 
of the dreadful disease.

Drescher has penned 

two New York Times-best-
selling books, including 
“Cancer Schmancer,” an 
account of her successful 
battle with uterine cancer, 
and started an awareness 
group called the Cancer 
Schmancer Movement.

In recognition of her 
efforts, in 2008 President 
George W. Bush appointed 
the diehard Democrat as 
public diplomacy envoy for 
women’s health issues, and 
Drescher has travelled the 
globe advocating women’s 
health and patient rights.

In recognition of her 
multitude of talents and 
unique, straight-out-of-
Queens character, some 
fans joke that Drescher is 
a “Russell”: she has the 
comic timing of Rosalind 
Russell, the curves of Jane 
Russell and the tenacity of 
a jack Russell!

Flushing-born Drescher got famous on ‘The Nanny’

Avella victory shows independence from party

I
n the recently conclud-
ed Democratic Party 
primary election in the 
11th State Senate dis-

trict of northeast Queens 
in which incumbent Tony 
Avella won by 568 votes, not 
including proxy votes, the 
race had several important 
aspects to it.

If Avella’s opponent, 
John Liu, had won, it would 
have strengthened the po-
litical authority of Queens 
Democratic County Chair-
man Joseph Crowley, es-
pecially in regards to his 
influence with the other 
Queens Democratic state 
senators and how they vot-
ed on various legislation. It 
would have made Crowley 

a very strong county leader 
in terms of implementing 
county policy decisions.

By Avella winning 
the primary, however, it 
showed that incumbent 
officer holders can act in-
dependently of their party 
organization. In the case of 
Avella, he worked with the 
Independent Democratic 
Conference in Albany and 
became a member of the or-
ganization, which worked 
with Republicans in the 
state Senate.

The Democratic Party 
county leadership got the 
entire membership of its 
County Executive Commit-
tee present to vote in favor 
of a primary against Avella. 
It seems doubtful that the 
full Democratic County Ex-
ecutive Committee would 
vote unanimously again for 
another primary against 
Avella in 2016.

Most Democratic Par-
ty office holders in Queens, 
once elected, remain in 

office for a considerable 
length of time. There have 
been few primaries. In 
Avella’s case, he has served 
four years in the state Sen-
ate.

Before being elected 
to the City Council, Avella 
had served as chief of staff 
to state Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky. He was a member 
of the City Council and ran 
in the Democratic primary 
for mayor before running 
for the state Senate in 2010 
against Frank Padavan.

In making the race for 
mayor, Avella was able to 
increase his name recog-
nition, build his campaign 
organization and gain 
fund-raising capabilities. 
All of these things helped 
him immensely in the 2010 
state Senate run, where he 
won an upset race.

Avella has been active 
in politics most of his life 
and apparently intends to 
continue his career.

The Democratic Party 

in Queens currently con-
trols all the elected offices 
except for one City Council 
seat. That means Demo-
cratic officials now occupy 
all the offices for U.S. Con-
gress, state Senate, and 
state Assembly, in addition 
to borough president and 
district attorney.

The Queens Republi-
can Party has been reor-
ganizing since the unfor-
tunate death of its county 
leader, Philip Ragusa. The 
new county chairman is 
attorney Robert Beltrani, 
who previously served 
as county executive vice 
chairman.

Although the Queens 

Republican Party only 
controls one elected office, 
nevertheless a significant 
number of members are 
optimistic about political 
opportunities in the future. 
They are particularly posi-
tive about winning the U.S. 
presidency and U.S. Senate 
in 2016. Many Republican 
Party activists believe that 
a strong showing in the 
presidency and Senate will 
help Republican candidates 
in local races.

Next year, 2015, will be 
an off political year with 
the only races for public 
office being for judgeships 
and county district attor-
ney.

The Queens Republi-
can Party next year will 
be having its convention 
of the county committee to 
elect county officers to lead 
the county party in the two-
year period after that.

Next year will be the 
time to build and organize 
the county party structure 
in both major parties and 
the third parties as well, 
including the Conservative 
and Working Families par-
ties.

It is hoped that interest 
in political campaigns will 
increase in 2016 and that 
there is more participation 
by the general electorate.

COLUMNS

William
Lewis

n

n

The actress developed an interest in 
acting while in junior high, and she 

attended high school with actor and 
comedian Ray Romano.

By Avella winning the primary, however, 
it showed that incumbent offi ce 

holders can act independently of their 
party organization. 

CALL THE NEWSROOM 
AT (718) 260-4545
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Pirouette Window Shadings

SEPTEMBER 16 – DECEMBER 16, 2014

It’s time to decorate 
your windows for the holidays.

(plus $25 rebate each additional unit)

(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

(plus $100 rebate each additional unit)

$100 REBATE*

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/16/14 –12/16/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks 
of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations apply. Ask 
participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK
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BY BILL PARRY

With the swimming 
season over at city beaches, 
the city Parks Department 
released data that showed 
more than 4 million people 
visited Rockaway Beach 
this year. While that figure 
marks a 25 percent increase 
over last year, it’s half the 
number of beachgoers 
Rockaway had in 2012 be-
fore Sandy tore through the 
peninsula.

“It’s good to have the 
crowds returning, but re-
member the summer was 
cooler than normal,” Parks 
Department Rockaway Ad-
ministrator Jill Webber 
said. “We didn’t survey in-
dividual beachgoers to find 
out why they were coming 
back, but there’s no ques-
tion: Rockaway Beach is 
booming with a lot of peo-
ple moving in and it’s par-
ticularly popular with the 

surfers and art crowd.”
The beach itself was 

bigger and cleaner than it 
was before the storm after 
$140 million was invested 
to repair and restore Rock-
away Beach. Crews from 
the U.S. Army Corps of En-

gineers pumped roughly 3.5 
million cubic yards of sand 
on to the beaches since the 
storm. They resumed work 
two weeks ago to add an-
other 500,000 cubic yards in 
a final push to finish con-
struction by late October.

Once the sand place-
ment work is complete, 
Rockaway Beach will be 
higher and wider than it 
has been in decades, ac-
cording to the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. The 
work, combined with a 

city-funded elevated berm 
at the back of the project 
area, will provide a greater 
level of risk management 
than has ever existed along 
the Rockaway . The forti-
fied beach will absorb the 
impact from high tides 

and waves during major 
storms, reducing the risk of 
flooding and inundation to 
homes and communities.

The bigger the beach, 
the more work for the Parks 
Department. 

“We’re going to have 
to spend the off-season 
preparing the dunes with 
plantings to keep the sand 
in place,” Webber said. “We 
get a lot of volunteers to 
help us.  The community is 
really great when it comes 
to taking care of their 
beach.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Crowds at Rockaway Beach increase 25-percent this summer but 
there’s plenty of room because there’s a lot more sand. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Millions of visitors fl ock back to Rockaway Beach 
But Parks Dept. data shows summertime crowds were only half as big as in pre-Sandy days

www.flushinghospital.org

Flushing Hospital welcomes the da Vinci 
robotic surgical system to our team.

To learn more about the da Vinci 
robotic surgical system, please call:
718-670-3135 (Surgery)
718-670-5440 (Gynecology)

What A Site To See

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is adding more sand to 
the beach in the final phase of the restoration project. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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A judge dismissed 
Mary Sliwa’s fraud case 
against her ex-husband, 
Guardian Angel Curtis 
Sliwa, and his partner, Bor-
ough President Melinda 
Katz, which attempted to 
recoup more than $500,000 
in child support payments 
he made to Katz when the 
Sliwas had shared financ-
es.

According to the suit, 
Katz and Curtis Sliwa had 
a child in 2008 and a second 
in 2011, with the two claim-
ing the borough president 
was impregnated using 
his frozen sperm. At the 
time, Mary Sliwa did not 
object to the initial $8,000 
monthly child support pay-
ments to Katz, but she later 
realized they were larger 
than required, according 
to court documents.

In her Sept. 19 deci-
sion, Lori Sattler wrote 
that Mary Sliwa was bound 
by the financial terms in a 
2011 separation agreement 
unless she could prove she 
was defrauded before or 
while the document was ne-
gotiated. 

“She states that she 

‘could not believe that [De-
fendant Sliwa] would will-
ing have children with 
another woman while mar-
ried to her’ and believed 
defendant’s statements 
that the children were con-
ceived against his will with 
10-year-old frozen sperm,” 
the decision reads. “How-
ever, the plaintiff knew 
then that defendants were 
living together and that she 
had been monitoring their 
movements for some time. 
Plaintiff was thus fully 
aware of the defendants’ 
relationship, including the 
birth of their older child 
and the child support be-
ing paid, years before she 
executed a complete release 
of all claims.”

Katz’s and Sliwa’s at-
torney Steven Mintz said 
they were grateful for the 
dismissal.

“As Melinda has re-
peatedly said to everybody 
in the situation, the impor-
tant thing is the well-being 
of the children that were 
involved and she’s glad the 
parties can all move on to 
focus on that goal now,” 
Mintz said.

Mary Sliwa’s attorney 
could not immediately be 
reached for comment.

BY ALEX ROBINSON

The publisher of a 
Howard Beach-based week-
ly newspaper was arrested 
last week after a roaring 
dispute with a neighbor, the 
Queens DA’s office said.

Police booked Patri-
cia Adams, of the Forum 
Newspaper, on charges of 
disorderly conduct and re-
sisting arrest last Friday, 
after responding to a dis-
turbance outside the pub-
lisher’s house, according 
to the criminal complaint 
filed by the DA.

Adams had been en-
gaged in an argument with 
her neighbor about gar-
bage cans, which had been 
placed in her driveway, 
according to a law enforce-
ment source.

When police arrived, 
Adams became irate and 
started to scream at the re-
sponding officers, causing 

a small crowd to gather in 
the neighborhood, the com-
plaint said.

“Do you know who the 
f--- I am? I run the Forum,” 
she allegedly yelled at po-
lice, according to the com-
plaint. “I’m going to have 
your job. F--- you.”

She then flailed her 
arms as police were trying 
to place her in handcuffs, 
the complaint said.

Adams could not be 
reached for comment.

The blowup was the 
culmination of a longstand-
ing feud between the pub-
lisher and her neighbor, 
whose properties sit closely 
together without a fence be-
tween them, according to 
a source familiar with the 
battle between the two.

The quarrel first start-
ed when Adams accidently 
backed her car out of her 

Katz-Sliwa case dismissed

Forum publisher arrested: DA

myNYCB.com���(877) 786-6560

1Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are accurate as of date of publication and are subject to change without notice. 
The minimum balance to earn the stated APY for the 12 month or 24 month CD is $500. The minimum balance 
to open the account for the 12 month or 24 month CD is $500. The interest rate remains ��ed until maturit�. A 
penalt� ma� be imposed for withdrawals before maturit�. �ees could reduce earnings. The ban� is not responsible for 
t�pographical errors. 	ffer ma� be withdrawn at the discretion of the ban� at an� time.

Choose the 
best route  
for you.

12-MONTH CD

1.05%
APY1

24-MONTH CD

1.15%
APY1

Only $500 minimum to open and earn interest!

Continued on Page 45
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A 24-year-old motor-
cyclist died near Cun-
ningham Park in Fresh 
Meadows Monday after he 
skidded into another car, 
police said.

David Duran, of For-
est Hills, was driving 
westbound on 73rd Street 
at the southbound exit of 
the Clearview Expressway 
just after 4 p.m. on a 2006 
Yamaha motorcycle when 

it turned on its side, accord-
ing to the NYPD.

He then went sliding 
into the left side of a 2009 
Mazda Miata, which had 
been attempting to make a 
U-turn onto the eastbound 
side of 73rd Street, police 
said.

Responding authori-
ties rushed Duran, who 
had trauma to his body, to 
New York Hospital Queens, 
where he was pronounced 
dead.

The driver of the Maz-
da remained at the scene of 
the crash and the investiga-
tion into the crash was on-
going Tuesday afternoon, 
police said.

A family member re-
fused comment on Duran’s 
death.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

The Bayside Medical 
Arts Center in Bay Terrace 
has been put up for sale, 
according to a real estate 
firm.

The property, at 23-91 
Bell Blvd., was listed with 
Massey Knakal Real Estate 
this summer for an asking 
price of $9.9 million. The 
12-unit office building cur-
rently holds 15,000 square 

feet of office space filled 
with different health-relat-
ed services.

Stephen Preuss, the 
Massey Knakal agent who 
is handling the listing, said 
the building is currently 
owned by a private family-
run corporation, which no 
longer wishes to manage 
the building. The current 
owners, C.B.R. LLC., have 

managed the medical cen-
ter’s building since 1996, 
according to city property 
records.

The real estate firm 
said the sale will not affect 
the current tenants and the 
medical offices plan to stay 
at the location.

— Kelsey Durham

The Bayside Historical 
Society will commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of 
the annual Bayside Day cel-
ebration this weekend.

The event will take 

place from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday at Fort Totten, 
and parking will be avail-
able on certain streets 
surrounding the neighbor-
hood. The celebration will 

include entertainment, 
food, a beer and wine gar-
den, games and a vintage 
car parade.

The anniversary cel-
ebration will be held rain 

Bayside to celebrate 100 years

Bay Terrace medical building for sale

Forest Hills man dies in crash: NYPD

Christ the King Continu-
ing Education along with 
Christ the King High School 
hosted a TACHS Seminar 
for parents of eighth graders 
attending Catholic Schools.  
The TACHS Exam (Test for 
Admissions to Catholic High 
Schools) is taken by all eighth 
graders who wish to apply 
and attend a Catholic High 
School.

Parents were invited to 
attend a free seminar inform-
ing them of the process of 

applying for Catholic High 
School as well as what the 
test will cover and how Christ 
the King’s TACHS Program 
will prepare their children to 
succeed it taking the test.  

The TACHS Program at 

Christ the King Campus pro-
vides parents and students 
with two separate options to 
choose from to best fi t their 
needs; one-on-one tutoring 
with a teacher and choice of 
either weekday or weekend 
preparatory classes.

More than 350 eighth 
grade students are enrolled 
in Christ the King’s TACH 
Preparatory Class. For more 
information regarding the 
TACHS program, visit our 
website at www.ctkny.org

Christ the King Campus
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School

Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 
curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school 
is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice 
Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; 
Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur 
Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King Continuing Education and 
Christ the King High School Host TACHS Seminar

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

The 109th precinct is 
set to hold its an inaugural 
family fun day in Whites-
tone September 27.

The free event will con-
nect residents with their lo-
cal police force in the hope 
of building a strong com-
munity partnership.

“I strongly believe that 
getting to know one anoth-
er and working together 

is what ultimately keeps 
crime down and the quality 
of life high,” said Captain 
Thomas Conforti, the new 
commanding officer at the 
109th precinct. “I am ea-
ger to meet as many people 
as possible and share my 
views and vision for keep-
ing our neighborhood safe 
with each of you.”

The event will be from 

noon to 4 p.m. and will 
have a number of activi-
ties for children including 
pony rides, rock climbing 
and face painting.

-Alex Robinson

109th hosts Family Fun Day
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

For months, Voncille 
Chaney drove past a two-
story house on 220th Place, 
scouring for clues about 
how the dilapidated struc-
ture would look when Habi-
tat for Humanity finished.

Chaney, a city Depart-
ment of Education employ-
ee, seemed at ease when she 
received the keys to a refur-
bished, sand-colored home 
Saturday. 

But her 11-year-old 
son Ahmai busied himself 
inspecting the Laurelton 
property, asking to try out 
a hose in the backyard, 
peeking into the oven and 
inquiring about how kitch-
en appliances worked.

“He’s excited. He wants 
to play in everything,” 
Chaney said of her son, 
who she forbad from hang-
ing out outside of their for-

mer East New York home. 
“It’s dangerous and my son 
couldn’t go outside to play.”

Dozens of volunteers 
with Habitat for Human-
ity NYC, an affiliate of the 
national organization dedi-
cated to constructing af-
fordable homes for families 
in need, Wells Fargo, Dabar 
Bethlehem Cathedral pa-
rishioners and neighbors 
welcomed the Chaney fam-
ily to the two-bedroom at 
137-35 220th Place. 

Neil Hetherington, 
CEO of the city Habitat 
chapter, said the organiza-
tion bought about a dozen 
homes in southern Queens 
for $1 from the New York 
City Housing Author-
ity and was negotiating the 
purchase of about 30 oth-
ers clustered in southern 
Queens and Brooklyn.  

The homes, once in a 
federal housing program 
and then rented out by NY-

CHA, had been foreclosed 
on about 15 years ago when 
NYCHA deemed them too 
expensive to operate.

“The young lady over 
on the step, the neighbor, 
she’s been complaining 
about this house  for a long 
time,” said City Council-

man Donovan Richards 
(D-Far Rockaway). “When 
homes go into foreclosure… 
it depreciates the commu-
nity in a sense. So when 
you do something like this, 
you’re creating a better 
qualify of life.”

Habitat for Humanity 

was able to secure the prop-
erties at a steep  discount 
because it reserves them 
for affordable housing by 
ensuring all homeown-
ers earn no more than 120 
percent of the area me-
dian income, according to 
Hetherington. They must 
also have enough income 
to afford the homes and 
demonstrate a need for as-
sistance.

“Then you get to the 
pivotal moment of a fam-
ily’s life,” he said. “This is 
the moment when Voncille 
and her son broke the cycle 
of poverty by building up 
an asset.”

Chaney said she decid-
ed to apply for assistance 
from Habitat NYC after 
learning the organization 
was repairing houses near 
her childhood home of Hol-
lis. 

Last July , she received 
an email informing her she 

was accepted into a hom-
eownership program and 
that she would need to com-
plete 200 hours of “sweat eq-
uity” by helping the Habitat 
volunteers that do interior 
construction once profes-
sionals repair the exterior 
shells of homes.

Since then, Chaney 
said she frequently cruised 
along 220th Place to gauge 
the progress. 

“I’ve been doing drive-
bys,” she said, describing 
its transition from an eye-
sore to a pristine property. 
“It was always my dream 
to move back to a home in 
Queens and I didn’t think 
I could do it, but with the 
help of Habitat for Human-
ity, we’re here.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at stran gle@c n-
gloc al.com.

Voncille Chaney and her 11-year-old son Ahmai stand oustide their 
Laurelton home. Photo by Sarina Trangle

Habitat NYC helps Queens mom return to borough
Non-profi t hands Laurelton house keys to civil servant and her 11-year-old son after refurbishing it

If you’re a looking for 
a fun, family-friendly 
activity that will keep 

your kids moving, provide 
learning opportunities 
about science and health, 
and support a very wor-
thy cause, come to Healthy 
Kids and Family Day at 
the New York Hall of Sci-
ence and Rocket Park in 
Corona, Queens, on Sun-
day, Oct. 5, 2014, 12 p.m. –  
4 p.m.!

There’ll be soccer clin-
ics with professional play-
ers from the New York Cos-
mos of the North American 
Soccer League, mini golf in 
Rocket Park, and open play 
and exploration of the more 
than 450 exhibits (many of 
which are interactive) at the 
Hall of Science.

Additional activities in-

clude balloon twisting and 
face painting, healthy living 
stations and refreshments. 
Participants will be eligible 
for gifts, prizes and a special 
drawing.

General admission is 
$35 per person (includes one 
drawing entry) or $125 for a 
group of four (includes one 
drawing entry for each guest 
and a discount on premium 
family membership at the 
New York Hall of Science). 
Children Under 2 Free! 

Proceeds will benefit the 
New York Hospital Queens 
(NYHQ) Pediatric Asthma 
Center – for programs fo-
cused on improving the 
health of the nearly 50,000 
children with asthma in 
the Queens community . So 
more children in Queens 
can breathe better, and par-

ticipate fully in sports and 
daily activities.

Funds will support a 
peer mentoring program 
for teenagers living with 
asthma, interactive asthma 
education, and enable the 
NYHQ Pediatric Asthma 
Center to purchase and use 
new technology to improve 

the management of asthma. 
Examples include iPad/iP-
hone communications to en-
courage patients discharged 
from the emergency room to 
follow their treatment plans 
and sensor devices installed 
on patients’ inhalers that 
enable doctors to track how 
a patient is following their 

treatment plan.
For more information 

about Health Kids & Family 
Day, visit www.nyhq.org/
Healthy-Kids-Family-Day.

For more information 
about the NYHQ Pediatric 
Asthma Center, or to make 
an appointment with an 
NYHQ asthma specialist, 

visit www.nyhq.org/Pediat-
ric_Asthma_Center or call 
(718) 670-1920.

New York Hospital Queens 
is a member of the NewYork-
Presbyterian Healthcare 
System and is affiliated with 
Weill Cornell Medical Col-
lege. For more information, 
visit www.nyhq.org.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Benefit for Children with Asthma in Queens

Asthma, a lung dis-
ease that makes breath-
ing difficult, affects 
nearly one in 13 school-
age children nationally, 
and that rate is rising 
rapidly in preschool-aged 

children and those living 
in urban inner cities. In 
New York State, nearly 
500,000 children have 
asthma. It’s a leading 
cause of emergency room 
visits, hospitalizations, 

and missed school days.
Asthma is a serious 

disease, and can even be 
life threatening. Symp-
toms include: shortness 
of breath; chest tight-
ness or pain; coughing, 

especially at night; and 
wheezing or a whistling 
sound when exhaling. 
While there is no cure, 
asthma can be managed 
with the help of a health 
care team.
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BY JUAN SOTO

Only days before a 
woman was injured while 
riding a commuter van 
in southeast Queens, City 
Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans), in 
a Primary Day campaign 
event  in downtown Jamai-
ca, asked one of his aides, 
“Did you see that? Take 
photos.”

He was referring to 
“dollar vans” that were op-
erating illegally and mak-
ing U-turns in the middle 
of Archer Avenue to pick up 
passengers.

Now the lawmaker 
has asked the Taxi and 
Limousine Commission to 
improve the safety of the 
commuter van industry. He 
also wants law enforcement 
agencies to crack down on 
its illegal drivers.  

“It is apparent that the 
Taxi and Limousine Com-
mission...has ignored the 
need for safe and reliable 
transportation in southeast 
Queens,” Miller said.“They 
have ignored our concerns, 
which we have expressed 
multiple times.”

The legislator sent 
a letter to Meera Joshi, 
chairwoman of the TLC, in 
which he calls for a tempo-
rary suspension of all com-
muter van approvals and 

renewals.
Miller wants Joshi to 

“spearhead a reform of this 
industry that goes beyond 
surface measures.”

The request was a 
response to a high speed 
chase by the NYPD of an il-
legal commuter van driver 
that left an innocent wom-
an in the hospital after she 
jumped from the vehicle 
trying to escape on Sept. 
14.  

The TLC “has a strong 
track record of working 
closely with elected offi-
cials and community lead-
ers to advance the goal 
of safer transportation,” 
a spokesman for the city 
agency said. “We place a 
high value on their input 
on this as well as other is-
sues, and we look forward 
to having productive dis-
cussions.”

According to the TLC, 
so far this year 391 vans 
were seized for operating 
illegally. 

There are 464 commut-
er vans licensed in the city 
and 48 licensed commuter 
vans operators. Out of the 
48, 36 are based in Queens.

The popular “dollar 
vans” take people around 
in areas underserved by 
public transportation and 
are widely used in south-
east Queens.

Commuters usually 
take these vans in down-
town Jamaica for about $2 
a trip as a much faster way 
to get to neighborhoods 
like Rochdale, Springfield 
Gardens, Laurelton and 
Rosedale after a long day at 
work.

City Councilman Dono-
van Richards (D-Laurelton) 
said in a statement, “New 
Yorkers have the right to 
clean, reliable, and most 
important safe commute” 
in public transportation.

“I look forward to 
working closely with trans-
portation advocates, the 
TLC, DOT, the NYPD, and 
the van companies to for-
mulate a solution that en-
forces compliance with the 
same standards that apply 
for transportation across 
the city,” Richards said.

Miller insisted in a 
moratorium “for all com-
muter van renewal and ap-
proval applications until it 
has been determined that 
the TLC is up to task of 
meeting the legal and safe-
ty standards that our com-
munity deserves.”  

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

I. Daneek Miller (l.) wants the TLC to step in and keep an eye on illegal commuter vans. 
Photo by Nat Valentine

Miller urges crackdown 
on illegal dollars vans 

Once again, Wyckoff Heights Medical 
Center (WHMC) is pleased to invite 
you to its 18th Annual Golf and Ten-
nis Outing on Monday, October 6, 2014 
at the elegant Old Westbury Golf and 
Country Club.

WHMC continues to make progress, 
forge new partnerships and new col-
laborations. We continue to move 
forward facing current healthcare 
problems and anticipating new ones. 
As always, your financial participation 
in this event sends a clear signal to 
WHMC’s community of your support 
to its Mission and to it’s Doctors and 
Staff.

We hope that you will once again take 
advantage of this opportunity to catch 
up with old friends, make new ones 
and enjoy an exciting day of golf and 
tennis. There will be plenty to eat and 
drink (responsibly of course), and if 
2013 was any indicator - a great time 
will be had by all.

So please come and once again show 
your support to the Hospital and be a 
part of the Wyckoff family.

Thank you,

—Ramon Rodriguez, President and CEO
—Gary Goffner, Board Chairman
—Mounzer Tchelebi, M.D.
—Hector Cruzado, Chief of Staff

18TH ANNUAL GOLF & TENNIS CLASSIC

A FUN DAY AWAITS YOU

For further information contact
hcruzado@wyckoffhospital.org

Contact: Hector Cruzado
718-963-7151

Dinner, Golf & Tennis Classic
Old Westbury Golf & Country Club
Monday, October 6, 2014
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BY BILL PARRY

Astoria’s first rooftop farm 
is planning a grand re-opening 
Monday from 6 p.m. to 9 after to 
mark its relocation after four 
years in Bushwick, Brooklyn. 

Boswyck Farms is very dif-
ferent than the more established 
Brooklyn Grange rooftop farm in 
Long Island City because it uses 
hydroponic growing systems in-
stead of soil.

“When I first started in hy-
droponics seven years ago, every-
one was suspicious of it,” Boswyck 
founder Lee Mandell said. “Now 
everyone embraces it because you 
can farm in any kind of space. 
It’s the perfect system, far more 
conducive for the urban farmer, 
because space is such a premium. 
You get two to three times the pro-
duction in a square foot of space 
using hydroponics as opposed to 
traditional soil farming.”

Vegetables, such as lettuce, 
tomatoes, peppers, okra and 
beans, are grown in nutrient-

enriched water. The farm’s new 
location is at 38-01 23rd Ave. with 
1,000-square-foot of outdoor space 
on the roof with an additional 
2,300 square feet indoors for year-
round growing under the lights. 
Mandell calls it a research and 
development facility.

“We are a research and edu-
cational farm teaching people 
how to grow their own food,” Man-
dell said. “We also act as contrac-
tors designing systems and then 
training people how to use it.” 

The produce that is grown is 
used for marketing the farm’s sys-
tems and services while the rest 
is given to food pantries and its 
new neighbors.

Boswyck Farms offers an 
intensive 35-hour course for Hy-
droponic Certification for $2,000 
as well as workshops for farming 
hobbyists. Mandell plans to offer 
after-school programs beginning 
next year. 

Boswyck is open to the pub-
lic between 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. Mon-
days and noon to 4 on Fridays. 

“Fridays are our volunteer days 
with positions available in design 
and construction, crop manage-
ment and event support,” Mandell 
said.

When he started farming in 

Brooklyn four years ago, Mandell 
named it Boswyck after the origi-
nal Dutch settlement, which he 
does not plan on changing. 

“I really liked Brooklyn but 
we outgrew our space, plus it be-

came very expensive,” he said. 
“After an exhaustive search we 
almost gave up and moved to New 
Jersey, and we didn’t want to do 
that.”

That’s when fate intervened.
 “One of my workers had 

a missed phone call and didn’t 
recognize the phone number, so 
she googled it,” Mandell said. “It 
turned out to be a real estate com-
pany and that led us to this place, 
can you imagine? What are the 
chances of that happening?”

Mandell moved his farm and 
his residence into the same build-
ing, saying that a farmer should 
always live on his farm. 

“We’ve been welcomed into 
Astoria with open arms,” he said. 
“Borough pride is a very real 
thing here in Queens. The people 
seem to like the idea that Brook-
lyn’s loss was their gain.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4538. 

Bryant Koger, (l.), and chief hydroponcist and founder Lee Mandell, 
(r.), inspect their Truffela Relaxia Tree at Boswyck Farms in Astoria. 

Photo by Chris Palermo

Rooftop farm leaves Brooklyn for Astoria building
Research and development facility featuring hydroponic growing methods will open to public

Children who attend free, full-day, high-quality 
pre-K learn to problem solve, ask questions, 
and work together. 

Find out more about our two year planfor Pre-K  
for All at nyc.gov/prek.

#OpportunityStartsNow
Children born in 2010 are still eligible to apply for free, 

full-day, high-quality pre-K.
Call 311 ����/nycschoolsText “prek” to 877-877
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BY BILL PARRY

A wave of nostalgia 
passed over a bustling cor-
ner in Sunnyside Saturday 
afternoon. 

 Longtime residents 
joined community leaders 
and former prizefighters 
outside the Wendy’s, at 44-
11 Queens Blvd., for the 
renaming of 45th Street 
in honor of the Sunnyside 
Gardens Arena, a historic 
sporting venue that stood 
on the site from 1945 to 1970 
and remains part of the 
neighborhood’s fabric to 
this day.

Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
joined members of Ring 8 
Veterans Boxing Associa-
tion, a fraternity of retired 
boxers, in dedicating Sun-
nyside Gardens Arena Way 
as a vintage ring bell was 
struck ten times to honor 
the fighters who made the 
building famous. 

“We should all re-

member the building and 
the men who fought here 
by unveiling this street 
sign to remind everyone of 
this special and hallowed 
ground,” Van Bramer said. 

Floyd Patterson, Emil 
Griffith, Jose Torres and 
Vito Antuofermo were all 
world champion boxers who 
fought in the storied red-
brick arena. Gerry Cooney 
had his first professional 
bout there and actor Tony 
Danza stepped in the same 
ring several times before 
moving on to TV sitcoms 
like “Taxi” and “Who’s the 
Boss” in the ‘70s and  ‘80s.

“Danza is better ac-
tor than he was a fighter,” 
84-year-old photographer 
Frank Carrado said. “He 
wasn’t too good in the 
ring. Heystacks Calhoun 
wrestled here.  Now he was 
something else.”

Railroad magnate Jay 
Gould built a private ten-
nis club for the rich on the 
site in the late 1800s and 

his descendants sold it to 
developers who opened the 
sporting arena in 1945. 

“That’s when all our 
GIs were coming back from 
World War II,” Ring 8 Presi-
dent Bob Duffy said. “So 
many professional fighters 
had to put their careers on 
hold during the war. This 
is where they came to re-
start things and it revital-

ized the whole neighbor-
hood. The crowds would fill 
the restaurants and bars 
all around here on fight 
night.”

The neighborhood was 
more rough-and-tumble 
back then. “You had this bar 
called Gildea’s around the 
corner and the boxers and 
their fans would go their af-
terwards,” United Forties 

President Don McCallian 
said. “The old saying was 
if you were too late for the 
fight card at the arena, you 
go there because the under-
card would get started after 
the third round of drinks.”

Longtime Sunnyside 
resident George Kowalski 
remembered steering clear 
of Gildea’s as a young man. 
“That place was a bucket of 
blood,” he said. “The owner 
John was the scariest man 
in the neighborhood. He 
had meathooks for hands 
and he was never shy about 
using them.”

McCallian remembers 
something more intimidat-
ing at the arena. 

“They used to have 
Bingo here and that was 
a very big deal for the la-
dies,” he said. “God forbid 
you made too much noise 
and they couldn’t hear the 
numbers getting called. 
Oh boy, you’d be in serious 
trouble with them then.”

Sunnyside Gardens 

Arena also hosted a cam-
paign rally for presidential 
candidate John F. Kennedy 
in 1960, a highly competi-
tive industrial basketball 
league and women’s roller 
derby. Lifelong Sunnyside 
resident Leonore Lanzillot-
ti skated with The Chiefs, 
but only for a short while. 
“When my father found out 
about it, he said no daugh-
ter of mine is doing roller 
derby,” she said. “The girl 
that replaced me smashed 
her face very badly crash-
ing into the rail. I thought 
it safer to go into entertain-
ment.”

Lanziollotti went on to 
star in the City Opera Com-
pany and perform with the 
Guy Lombardo Orchestra. 
Her father was legendary 
state Sen. Carlo Lanziollot-
ti, who had his own street-
naming just a few blocks 
away in 2012.

Dave Diamante, the 
public address voice of 

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer remembers the past with mem-
bers of the Ring 8 Veterans Boxing Association in Sunnyside. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Street renamed for famous arena in Sunnyside

FENCE AND RAILING SALE!

www.Amendolas.com
1-800-BUY-FENCE

Residential & Commercial

RAILINGS STARTING AT $1099 INSTALLATION INCLUDED! *

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 
Huntington Area

(631) 760-9791

Serving The Western 
Suffolk Area
(631) 471-0011

COMPARE

APPLES
TO

APPLES

*Railings: Up to 3 sections and six 4x4 plain posts with choice of caps.  Fences: Savings off on a qualified in-stock purchase with installation and this ad.  Minimum purchase of $2900 required. See store for details.  Not valid with other offers, discounts or on prior purchases.   Valid on 
new installations only. Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  Loan activation fee is extra. Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors.  License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

Serving Nassau, Queens & Western Suffolk e iiee i l

PREPARE
FOR ICY
WINTER

WEATHER!

4
Convenient Locat ions

Other styles and colors available

WAS
$1375

WAS
$1375

JOIN NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 28th 

AMERICA FOR PET ADOPTION DAY

FROM 11A-3P AT OUR 
AMITYVILLE LOCATION!

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSeeeeerviing Nasssau QQueeennsssssssssss &&&&&& WWesttern SuffffollkkSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSeeeeeeeerrvvvviiiing NNaaasssssauu QQQueueeeeennnnnnnnsssssssssssss &&&&& WWeWeeesststteteerrnrnn SuufuffffffofoollkkN QQQii NNN QQQSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS &&&&&&& WWW tt S&&&&& WWW tt SSS f kkSS fffffff llk

Continued on Page 45
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Former Queens resi-
dent Marion Catherine 
(Hopp) Oleksiw, 96, died 
Aug. 27 at a hospice in Al-
bany. 

She was born in Col-
lege Point on Feb. 18, 1918, 
the fourth of six children 
born to Jennie (Collins) 
and Jacob Hopp. 

She was baptized at St. 
Fidelis Church, where she 
attended school, and was 
a lifelong parishioner. On 
April, 27, 1941, she married 
John Oleksiw.

Together they lived in 
Whitestone in one of the 
houses that his parents 
purchased shortly after 
emigrating from Ukraine. 
There they raised their 
three children.

Oleksiw was a home-
maker and a factory worker 
during World War II. She 
was a den mother for the 
Boy Scouts in the years fol-
lowing her own time as a 
Girl Scout. 

Her interests included 
family, cooking, knitting, 
reading, shopping and arts 

and crafts. She devoted 
much of her time and ener-
gy as a caregiver to family 
members and beloved pets. 
She hosted countless par-
ties, celebrations and holi-
days at the family home. 

She lived in Whit-
estone for more than six 
decades before moving to 
East Durham, N.Y. She lat-
er returned to College Point 
to live with her remaining 
sisters until their deaths.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband of 48 

years in 1989, as well as her 
siblings, Irene (Hopp) Brill, 
Joseph Hopp, Valentine 
Hopp, Jeannette Hopp and 
Gertrude Hopp. 

Oleksiw was laid to 
rest at Mount Saint Mary 
Cemetery in Flushing Sept. 
2. 

She is survived by her 
three children and their 
spouses, Dennis Oleksiw, 
Kenneth Oleksiw and Mau-
reen Kiladitis; five grand-
children, Michael Kiladitis, 
Wayne Kiladitis, Deanna 
Collura, George Kiladitis 
and Christian Kiladitis; 
and eight great-grand chil-
dren, Dominick Collura, 
William Kiladitis, Daniella 
Collura, Alexander Kila-
ditis, Brayden Kiladitis, 
Keira Kiladitis, Alexa Kila-
ditis and Gabriel Kiladitis. 
She is also survived by 
three generations of nieces 
and nephews. 

Condolences may be 
sent to 132 Route 67A, East 
Durham, NY 12423. 

Marion Oleksiw

Marion Oleksiw, 96, lived in 
College Pt. and Whitestone

$CASH$$CASH$

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

212-45 26th Ave. • Bayside, NY 
SUN SEPT 28 • 12PM – 5 PM

AnimalLeague.org
516.883.7575

CATS IN THE CRADLE RESCUE & NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

Like us on

The Bay Terrace

ADOPT 
A PET

Hamre said although 
the turnout was lower this 
year than in years past, 

he was pleased with last 
week’s event, and many of 
the athletes are already 
looking forward to getting 
back out on the field.

“After a while, you lose 
sight of the chairs and you 
see the good hits and the 

plays they make,” Hamre 
said. “It doesn’t have to do 
with a disability anymore.”

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 9 

Wheelchair

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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WHERE STUDENTS

       FLOURISH

SAINT MARY’S ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

516.627.0184
www.stmaryelem.ws 

PRE-SCHOOL to 8th We prepare students to achieve their greatest 

potential by providing ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

in all core subjects including Spanish, Fine and 

Performing Arts as well as Physical Education.

Our atmosphere is one of INSPIRED FAITH that 

fosters a spirit of service, respect and kindness 

to others.

Through our experienced faculty, CREATIVE 

LEARNING and state-of-the-art technology further 

engage students in all grades, including a one-to-one iPad 

curriculum for the middle school level.

At dismissal, St. Mary’s becomes a VIBRANT 

AFTER SCHOOL COMMUNITY that offers 

after care programs, athletics, and extra curricular activities.

T H E  S C H O O L S  O F  SA I N T  M A RY
1300 Northern Boulevard | Manhasset, New York

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, Oct 5: 2:00–4:30 PM

OR CALL
to schedule a 
PERSONAL TOUR

516.627.0184
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G R A D E S  9 to 12

WHERE STUDENTS

       SUCCEED

SAINT MARY’S HIGH SCHOOL

516.627.2711
www.stmary.ws/HighSchool 

With Regents, Advanced Placement, and Student Centered 

Scheduling, St. Mary’s provides a RIGOROUS CURRICULUM 
through an inspiring faculty and innovative technology in the 

classroom.

An emphasis on SPIRITUAL VALUES connects real life experience 

to Gospel values within the curriculum and externally by leadership 

opportunities and service to others.

At St. Mary’s, we believe that the Fine and Performing Arts Program 

matters. By EMPOWERING INSPIRATION to our students 

whether in art, orchestra, chorus, or performing on stage, the program 

changes lives and shows us perspectives other than our own.

Teamwork is a collaborative effort on and off the field. With 

opportunities for Freshmen, Junior Varsity, and Varsity teams, 

students can participate in COMPETITIVE ATHLETICS 
and learn the values of good sportsmanship.

GET  THE  ST.  MARY ’S  HS  A P P

T H E  S C H O O L S  O F  SA I N T  M A RY
1300 Northern Boulevard | Manhasset, New York

OPEN HOUSE
S u n d ay,  O c t  5 :  2 : 0 0 – 4 : 3 0  P M

OR CALL
to schedule a 
PERSONAL TOUR

516.627.2711
P R E S E N T A T I O N S  A T  2 : 0 0 ,  2 : 4 5 ,  A N D  3 : 3 0  P M
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Queens County Fair
Families and children of all ages enjoyed the Queens 
County Fair at the Queens County Farm Museum 
Sunday. (Clockwise from top l.) A crowd watches as 
geese race; Jeremy Rodriguez and Antonio Timpa 
bite into freshly cooked corn; a table features a va-
riety of prize-winning cookies; 1-year-old Isabella 
Stahal of Bayside, with cookie, looks down at a wan-
dering tortoise; Robert Gross holds up his 6-year-
old parrot Romeo; and children ride the carousel. 

Photos by Ken Maldonado
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

A bill introduced this 
week by City Councilman 
Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) 
seeks to make sure each 
borough of New York City 
has its own full-service ani-
mal shelter.

The councilman for-
mally introduced the bill 
at this week’s stated meet-
ing, with the bill already 
backed by dozens of fellow 
council members from 
Queens and the Bronx, the 
only two boroughs that do 
not currently have animal 
shelters. The legislation 
seeks to revisit a law passed 
by the Council in 2000 that 
required the city to build 
full-service shelters in all 
five boroughs, but Queens 
and the Bronx still remain 
without them.

In 2011, a law was 
passed to eliminate the 
mandate that all boroughs 
have full-service shelters, 
leaving the two remaining 
counties to function solely 
with receiving shelters 
that do not provide the 
same type of treatment as 
full-service facilities.

“Receiving centers 
are not enough,” Vallone 
said. “They do not provide 
shelter or medical care 
for homeless animals, nor 
do they provide a place to 
recover lost pets before 
they’re euthanized. To not 
have one in every borough 
in 2014 is just amazing.”

Vallone said the lack of 
shelters in Queens and the 
Bronx often make it harder 
for animal owners to find 
their pets if they become 
lost. The pets are eventu-
ally taken to a full-service 
shelter in another borough, 
but many owners do not 
know where to go or how to 
find their lost pet.

“Since animals 
brought to these receiving 
shelters in the Bronx and 
in Queens must be trans-
ported to a full-service shel-
ter in the other boroughs, 
their continued absence 
places insurmountable 

pressure on the existing fa-
cilities which already oper-
ate at maximum capacity,” 
he said.

The councilman said 
because of overcrowding, 
many animals are often 
euthanized if they are not 
claimed by owners.

Vallone said the bill 
already has an overwhelm-
ing amount of support from 
other members of Council, 
particularly in the two bor-
oughs that suffer from the 
burden of not having full-
service animal shelters of 
their own. Before the bill 
was introduced, he circu-
lated a letter, eventually 
sent to Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio, that secured signatures 
from almost every council 
member in Queens and the 
Bronx pledging their sup-
port of the legislation.

After leaving the hear-
ing Tuesday, Vallone said 

he felt good about the re-
ception the legislation got 
and is hopeful it will move 
through the Council quick-
ly.

He said the estimated 
cost for building one shel-
ter in each borough was 
about $40 million, each 
carrying operating costs of 
about $7 million per year. 
Though the money for this 
initiative was not allocated 
in the 2014-15 city budget, 
Vallone’s bill seeks to con-
tinue pushing for funding 
to make shelters possible 
in every part of New York 
City.

“In the end, homeless 
animals are the ones that 
face the consequence,” Val-
lone said.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

City Councilman Paul Vallone introduced a bill this week that 
would require each borough to have at least one full-service ani-
mal shelter. Photo by Chris Palermo

Vallone seeks to bring
animal shelter to boro

www.nyc.gov/examsforjobs

sanitation

• Great pay and benefits
• Great advancement opportunities

Filing period for Sanitation Worker exam:

www nyc gov/examsforjobs

g p

Oct. 1 to Oct. 31, 2014

• Great pay and benefits

Here’s your chance to help the Big Apple shine.
• Great pay and benefits

Here’s your chance to help the Big Apple shine.Here’s your chance to help the Big Apple shine
JOIN NEW YORK’S STRONGEST!

Oil & 
Bioheat fuel.
Savings. Service. Value.

Additional terms and conditions may apply. Some services may not be available in all areas.  NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2014 Petro. P_14472

petro.com petro mobile connect on

Call today for special offers! 1.866.539.5295

Oil Heat Ultra Low Sulfur Bioheat Fuel

emissions by over 70%

maintenance & cleaner environment

Oil   |   Natural Gas 
Heating   |   Cooling 



TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity 
of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not 
responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. ̂ ^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!
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CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

$13,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#1034

$10,995
CIVIC'12 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
31k miles, Stk#5650

$15,995
ROGUE'13 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
11k miles, Stk#7453

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
CAMARO'14 CHEVY

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#6879

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
21k miles, Stk#1404

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

BUY 
FOR:$103

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

COROLLA2013 TOYOTA

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

CRV2011 HONDA

Stk# 4923, 24k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995

328i xdrive2013 BMW

Stk# 3881, 18k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

ALTIMA2013 NISSAN

Stk# 1226, 20k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 3824, 14k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

ML-3502011 MERCEDES

Stk# 5589, 25k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$22,888

PILOT LX2011 HONDA

Stk# 5210, 23k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$14,995

ESCAPE2012 FORD

Stk# 7278, 72k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$10,995

$8,995
ELANTRA'13 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 
28k miles, Stk#3640

RAV42011 TOYOTA

Stk# 1066, 48k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$9,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2011 ACURA MDX

Stk#1321, 48k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$21,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2001 Honda Civic, 81k  73406 $2,995
 2000 Honda Civic, 136k 83850 $2,995
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2004 Lexus IS 300, 84k 40087448 $4,995
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM! 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
2010 Honda Fit, 17k 1037 $6,395 
2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $10,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $11,500
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995 
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2013 ACURA TL

Stk# 7918, 18k mi.

BUY 
FOR: $17,995

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us,  We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995 
 2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee, 19k 1934 $16,900 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $16,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $18,995
 2012 Infiniti G37x, 9k 7774 $19,595

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Grand Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $12,995
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $13,995

BUY 
FOR:

EXPLORER2014 FORD

$22,995
Stk# 8588, 4k mi.

BUY 
FOR:$139

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD2014 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE
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Skycaps at John F. Ken-
nedy International Airport 
landed some good news.

State Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Schneiderman 
announced a $925,000 set-
tlement with the company 
that underpaid about 40 
airport workers between 
2008 and 2014.

According to Schnei-
derman, Alstate Mainte-
nance paid the Skycaps “as 
little as $3.90 per hour,” an 
amount that is below the 
minimum wage ranging 
from $7.15 to $8 per hour 
during the six years cov-
ered by the investigation.

“I am committed to 
combating wage theft 
wherever and whenever we 

see it,” the attorney general 
said. “Airlines and the com-
panies that operate our air-
ports should make certain 
that the contractors they 
hire act responsibly.”

Schneiderman said the 
investigation began when 
several of the workers noti-
fied Local 32BJ, the Service 
Employee International 
Union, that they were not 
earning at least the mini-
mum wage. 

The settlement with 
Alstate includes reforms 
“to ensure that its workers 
are properly compensated,” 
the AG said.

Public Advocate Leti-
tia James agreed with the 
calls for reforms. 

“Many airport employ-
ees continue to be grossly 
underpaid, and it is partic-
ularly egregious that this 
contractor paid Skycaps 
below the legal minimum 
wage,” she said. 

Skycaps received tips 
from passenger, but accord-
ing to Schneiderman, the 
company failed to qualify 
for a tip credit “which 
would allow the company 
to pay workers at a lower 
hourly rate.”

The settlement con-
sists of $625,000 in restitu-
tion money and $300,000 in 
damages, said the attorney 
general. 

— Juan Soto

Skycaps awarded $925K 
in wage settlement: AG

Need Help Paying For
Your Medicare Costs?

We can help you
apply for programs

that may help
you save money on
prescription drugs

and other
Medicare costs.

Our experienced HIICAP 
counselors are available by 
appointment or telephone 

for free Medicare counseling. 

For more information
call 311 and

ask for “HIICAP.”

Department for
the Agingtimesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

My husband Freddie lived life with a tremendous spirit.
Thanks to Calvary, he left life the same way.

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org

“My Freddie had a vivacious spirit and love for life. Brilliant and dynamic, 
as both an engineer and attorney, he challenged life’s issues with gusto. 
So when terminal cancer relentlessly ripped through his body – and our 
souls – we were horrified to see him suffer. Then Calvary entered our 
lives. First, your Calvary Home Hospice team relieved his pain. Then when 
he needed the round-the-clock services of Calvary Hospital, you were 
there for us again. In his private room, you gave us time to be together as 
a family. Most importantly, you respected our Jewish faith and customs. 
For a few short weeks, Freddie was back! His final days were happy 
ones. Just the way we wanted to remember him. Thank you Calvary”.

- Terri Levine

Plaza College
Plaza College officially 
opened its new state-of-
the-art campus in Forest 
Hills five months after a 
fire engulfed the Jackson 
Heights building it once 
called home. (Clockwise 
from l.) Charles Callahan 
IV poses with his grandfa-
ther, Charles Callahan, pres-
ident of Plaza College; the 
modern medical classroom; 
elected officials present one 
of the several proclama-
tions during the ceremony; 
the audience packs the col-
lege’s outdoor pavilion. 

Photos by Nat Valentine
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Pick up next week’s special edition newspaper in recognition of 

and get the latest information on

Breast Cancer Awareness Month
Treatment breakthroughs

Early detection 

Updates from medical experts

Local resources

Patient and survivor stories

Breast health events & much more

Supported by:
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Queens’ cultural scene will reclaim 
the spotlight as things get downright 
edgy with unexpected happenings and 
creative jolts in the form of 30 public art 
installations and performance pieces 
which will pop up across the borough 
during Saturday’s Queens Art Interven-
tion Day.

The Rego Park Green Alliance Stu-
dio requested proposals from New York-
ers who had something creative to say 
and received more than 150 responses.

“RPGA is all about using creativ-
ity to address community issues. Some 
communities feel that they are not a part 
of the creative goings on. They feel like 
only some neighborhoods are seen as 
hubs of creativity,” said Yvonne Shortt, 
the nonprofit’s executive director. “We 
think this program will also bring eco-
nomic development to the fabulous bor-
ough of Queens.”

RPGA selected 30 projects for this 
weekend’s pilot program, which Shortt, 
who started the group six years ago, 
hopes will become a yearly event.

Designed to address community is-
sues and shake things up a bit, Queens-
style, the unique projects — some whim-
sical but all with a message to share 

— were conjured by creative types, 
mostly from Queens, who have a desire 
to connect with the public. 

Artist Blanka Amezkua hopes to 
gather Astoria residents together to cre-
ate a piece called “Pipe Cleaner.” 

Amezkua, who lives in the Bronx, 
will begin on 31st Street around 11 a.m. 
and wander along Ditmars Boulevard 
depositing a trail of multi-colored pipe 
cleaners twisted together, like a post-
modern Gretel sans Hansel, ending 
her journey under the Hell Gate Bridge 
around 2 p.m.

The final piece, which the artist 
called a message of hope, possibility and 
interconnectedness, will be donated to 
the Queens Library or another Astoria 
non-profit.

Shortt’s group plans to present its 
cow installation titled “MooMoo.”

“It draws attention to our past as 
a pastoral land, while looking at the 
present with its 3D printed hooves and 
ears,” said Shortt. “She will be a pop-up 
installation around Queens in a variety 
of neighborhoods.”

Another one of RPGA Studio’s piec-
es is focused on changing behaviors of 
motorists, pedestrians and cyclists and 
the dangers along Queens Boulevard in 
Forest Hills. 

Stat Girl, a super hero created by 
RPGA, will be in schools and on the 
streets giving out statistical data about 
dangerous intersections.

Another intervention to look for 
is FLOWAGE, which will appear at 
Travers Park Play Street in Jackson 
Heights between 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Born in São Paulo, Brazil and 
raised in Israel, Brooklyn artist Debo-

Continued on Page 38

BOROUGH’S 
CREATIVITY 

ON DISPLAYON DISPLAY
Queens Art Intervention 
Day celebrates all types 
of artistic expression in 
multiple neighborhoods 

Artist Blanka Amezkua plans to gather Astoria residents togeth-
er with her piece “Pipe Cleaner.” Photo courtesy Panagiotis Voulgaris
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Answers in Sports

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361  (718) 229-5319
Mon.–Fri. 3:30pm–11pm  Sat. 4pm–midnight  Sun. 1pm–10pm

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ELEGANT AND TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

www.JimmysBayside.com

PRIVATE 
PARTIES 

and 
CATERING 
available 

for all 
occasions

 SOUVLAKI & GYRO  FLEA MARKET  GREEK PASTRIES
GAMES  CHURCH TOURS   LOUKOUMADES

2014

43RD ANNUAL F R E E
Admission

Raffl e Drawing
Sunday, Oct. 12th

LIVE
GREEK MUSIC

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

PRODUCTIONS

“Godspell” —  This pre-
”Wicked” Stephen Schwartz 
musical is based on the Book 
of Matthew from the New 
Testament. 
When: Through Sept. 28, 
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 pm, 
Sundays at 2 pm
Where: Rockaway Theatre 
Co., Building T4, Fort Tilden, 
Rockaway

Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Talk Radio” — Variations 
Theatre Group presents Eric 
Bogosian’s play inspired by the 
1984 murder of radio shock jock 
Alan Berg. 
When: Through Sept. 27
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-

28 45th Road, Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.
variationstheatregroup.com

“Say Goodnight Gracie” — 
Alan Safi er portrays legendary 
comedian George Burns in this 
Tony-nominated play written by 
Rupert Holmes. When: Saturday, 
Sept. 27, at 2 pm and 8 pm; 
Sunday, Sept. 28, at 3 pm with 
a talk-back with Holmes and 
Safi er after the show
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park

Continued on Page 40
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     Celebrate Fall on the Farm at the Queens Zoo!
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More than one way to see a movie in Queens
Borough teems with venues to catch specialized fi lms and Hollywood hits outside the theaters

BY MERLE EXIT

Thomas Edison may 
have given birth to the 
movies in West Orange, 
N.J., but the medium came 
of age right here in Queens 
with the first Hollywood-
style studios setting up 
shop in the borough. 

Today Queens’ connec-
tion to cinema continues to 
thrive with productions 
filmed at Kaufman Astoria 
and Silver Cup studios. But 
the borough also celebrates 
movies with screenings at 
a variety of venues beyond 
the local cineplex.

Naturally Astoria’s 
Museum of the Moving Im-
age serves as a hub for all 
things cinematic. Visitors 
can explore exhibits filled 
with costumes, sketches, 
makeup and posters from 
the last 100-plus years of 
movie history.

Through Oct. 17, MoMI 
holds a retrospective of 

Taiwanese filmmaker Hou 
Hsiao-hsien’s works.

“He is considered one 
of the greatest living film-
makers of our time,” said 
Tomoko Kawamoto, the 
museum’s director of com-
munications. “His films 
are rarely screened in the 
U.S. and difficult to see on 
DVD.”

Mid-October brings 
the eighth annual New 
York City Greek Film Festi-
val to Astoria with six new 
feature films and a special 
evening with director Pan-
telis Voulgaris.

“Highlights include 
the bittersweet romantic 
comedy ‘Committed,’ the 
taut thriller ‘The Enemy 
Within’ and ‘September,’ an 
unpredictable drama about 
a woman who seeks her 
neighbor’s company after 
the death of her dog,” said 
Kawamoto. “The festival’s 
exciting lineup reflects 
the current renaissance in 

Greek cinema, with films 
that are receiving attention 
around the world.”  

The Greek Film Festi-
val takes place Oct. 18, 19 
and 22.

Other special events at 
MoMI this fall include Sun-
day’s tribute to Jim Henson 
— who was born Sept. 24, 
1936 — with the screening 
of “The Muppets Celebrate 
Jim Henson,” from 1990, as 
well as a presentation from 
the Jim Henson Legacy’s 
president, who will present 
rare TV appearances of the 
Muppets creator. 

Oct. 7 brings Marlo 
Thomas, the creator of 
America’s first modern fe-
male TV character in “That 
Girl,” to the museum for a 
lively discussion modera-
tor by Gloria Steinem. Tick-
ets should be purchased in 
advance. 

The Museum will pres-
The Marx Brothers, (l. to r.) Harpo, Chico, Zeppo and Groucho on the set of “The Cocoanuts” in 
1929. Photo courtesy Museum of the Moving Image Continued on Page 40
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10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Back to School
at Aunt Bella’s
SPECIAL CHILDREN’S MENU

For $5.95 children under 12 Will have their
choice of: Baked Ziti, Ravioli or Pasta

(whole wheat or semolina) with meatballs,
meat sauce or broccoli, garlic and oil

TO CELEBRATE THE BEGINING OF THE SCHOOL YEAR,
AUNT BELLA’S WILL BE OFFERING

JOIN US WEEKDAYS THROUGH SEPT. 30TH

AS WE GIVE A FREE NOTEBOOK
TO ANY CHILD UNDER 12 — EAT-IN ONLY

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

Rockaway Theatre Co. fi nds its religion
 Musical ‘Godspell,’ written by man behind ‘Wicked,’ brings Jesus’ parables to tuneful life

BY MERLE EXIT

“Godspell,” the musi-
cal centering on the teach-
ings of Jesus, opened on 
Broadway in 1971.   

The story itself with 
various updates over the 
years remains a smash 
that warrants the skill of a 
Broadway tour group.  

It finds that in the 
Rockaway Theatre Co.’s lat-
est production. 

“The script is quite 
open to interpretation in 
regards to the show’s par-
ticular style of presenta-
tion,” Director Frank Ca-
iati writes in the program. 
“The performance you are 
about to see was created by 
many talented individuals 
both on stage and off, work-
ing many long hours, to 
create our ‘Godspell.’”

Even if you have never 
seen the play or the movie, 
it is good to point out the 
performance is certainly 

worth the toll over the 
bridge to their location at 
Fort Tilden.  

Through a series of 
skits and songs — writ-
ten by Stephen Schwartz 
more than 30 years before 
his current phenomenon 
“Wicked” — the show re-
tells a series of parables 
that describe Jesus’ life and 
the principles most associ-
ated with him.  The cast of Rockaway Theatre Co.’s production of “Godspell” listens to actor Matt Smilardi (c.) in a scene from the musical. 

Photo by Merle ExitContinued on Page 40

IF YOU GO
“Godspell”

When: Through Sunday, 
Sept. 28
Where: Rockaway Theatre 
Co., Building T4, Fort 
Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $20/general 
admission, $15/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org
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ALL PROCEEDS ARE 100% TAX DEDUCTIBLE. THE RUBINHAIM FOUNDATION IS A 501(3)C NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION

There is a well-established support system 

in place for bereaved spouses and children of 

deceased, uniformed New York City employ-

ees, such as cops and firefighters. That’s a good 

thing, but the options may be limited for the av-

erage family struggling with a similar tragedy.

The Rubinhaim Foundation hopes to amend 

the disadvantage by opening the nation’s first 

free day care facility in Forest Hills, N.Y., for 

children trying to come to terms with the devas-

tating loss of their mother or father. Angels Day 

Care Center will help widowed parents establish 

a stable environment for their children, while 

leading them through the painful transition to 

their new normalcy, pledge its founders, who en-

courage you to leave your own lasting imprint 

with a generous donation at a fundraiser on Oct. 

7 to help finance the project construction — with 

a ground-breaking planned for the fall. 

The red-carpet banquet at Da Mikele Illagio 

Palace, 79-17 Albion Avenue in Elmhurst, N.Y., 

promises to be a one-of-a-kind affair, sponsored 

by Manhattan’s finest barbershops, Reamir & 

Co (reamir.com) and hosted by Z100’s Skeery 

Jones, with an international feast prepared by 

master chef Mikele Zavolunov. A celebrity-stud-

ded line-up of stars and performances includes 

Dancing with the Stars ballroom battle winner, 

Allen Genkin and ballroom champion Amanda 

Spivack, the legendary Rose Sisters, Manolo the 

sound of Gipsy Kings, Nick Z from Comedy Cen-

tral and Saturday Night Live, Kelly Bensimon of 

The Real Housewives of New York, and interna-

tional instrumentalist Didula.

All eyes, of course, will be on the prize — a 

brand new Angels Day Care Center, where a 

highly qualified, specially trained staff will do 

its best to provide fragile children with a qual-

ity education, plus the sensitivity, understand-

ing, and emotional support they deserve on their 

path to recovery and independence. An added 

boost? An on-site chef will prepare delicious, 

homemade, organic meals three times daily, so 

that young ones can nourish their mind, body, 

and spirit while they learn the support skills 

needed to cope with their lasting grief.

For more information about the Oct. 7 gala and 

Angels Day Care Center, visit www.Rubinhaim.

org or contact info@ rubinhaim.org. All forms of 

donations are now being accepted, and parts of 

the facility will be dedicated to generous donors.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

First Annual Celebrity Red Carpet Fundraiser Gala 
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rah Wasserman’s project 
is made up of hundreds of 
pairs of girls’ shoes.

“This joyful and life 
celebrating installation 
represents my respect, 
admiration and love for 
women — small and little 
— worldwide,” said Wasser-
man.

A mother with two 
daughters, Wasserman 
saved every single pair of 
shoes they have worn since 
birth.  

“For me, these shoes 
serve as a metaphor for 
their growth and mine, as 
well as our walk through 
time,” she said. “The shoes 
track the growth of my 
children and represent the 
journey in time and space 

that they are taking, as 
they continually grow and 
mature.” 

In Whitestone at the 
Waldbaum’s Shopping 
Center located at 153-01 
10th Ave., students will 
read from bound works of 
original poetry as part of 
H.E.A.L.T.H. for Youths Po-
etry Reading

The Bronx-based non-
profit — an acronym for 
health, education, academ-
ic, life skills, training and 
help — fills the gap left by 
after-school programs and 
other mentor organiza-
tions across the city by pro-
viding various workshops 
to assist young people in 
a variety of areas. It also 
helps place students in ap-
propriate internships and 
encourages them to give 

back to the community.
Pop-up Inter-Gener-

ational Collaboration in 
Laurelton will discuss, 
through photos and video, 
community members’ con-
cerns regarding changes 

they want to see along Mer-
rick Boulevard, while the 
Youth Mural at 30-02 12th 
St. in Astoria hopes to pro-
mote and inspire peace in 
the Middle East.

Shortt said it’s impor-

tant to have creative pro-
grams across Queens that 
benefit all communities, 
as well as the artists, who 
get the chance to network 
and help each other by 
sharing ideas, materials 

and experiences. 
Queens Art Interven-

tion Day takes place Satur-
day, Sept 27, with a rain date 
of Oct. 4. For more informa-
tion go to www.regopark-
greenalliance.org. 

BOROUGH’S CREATIVITY ON DISPLAY
Continued from Page 33

As part of RPGA Studio’s Queens Art Intervention Day, 
the group’s piece, titled “MooMoo,”(l.) will pop up around 
the borough. Artist Angel Thompson creates large-
scale chalk drawings in her Ozone Park neighborhood.  

Photos courtesy Rego Park Green Alliance Studio and Angel Thompson
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THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

EVENTS

Museum Day Live! at 
Kingsland Homestead — 
Smithsonian magazine presents 
this annual free admission 
day to participating museums 
around the country. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 27, from 
2:30 pm - 4:30 pm
Where: Kingsland Homestead, 
143-35 37th Ave., Flushing
Cost: Free, but a Museum 
Day Live! ticket from www.
smithsonianmag.com is 
required. 
Contact: (718) 939-0647
Website: www.
queenshitoricalsociety.org

MUSIC

Legends of Hip Hop Concert 
— The best of old-school rap, 
including performances by 
Coolio, Fatman Scoop, Chubb 
Rock and more.

When: Saturday, Sept. 27, at 9 
pm, doors open at 8 pm
Where: Resorts World Casino 
New York City, 110-00 Rockaway 
Blvd., Jamaica
Cost: $20 - $125
Website: rwnewyork.com

KIDS & FAMILY

Family Health & Fitness Day 
— Take part in fi tness activities, 
watch dance performances and 
learn about healthy living and 
safety. 
When: Saturday, Sept. 27, from 
11 am - 3 pm
Where: Roy Wilkins Recreation 
Center, 177th Street and Baisley 
Boulevard, St. Albans
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Zabo’s Circus Show — Come 
one, come all to this one-clown 
circus show. 

When: Saturday, Sept. 27, at 2 
pm and 4 pm
Where: Carousel in Forest Park, 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Children’s Garden Fall 
Sessions — Young gardeners, 
ages 5 to 12, can explore the 
Queens Botanical Garden’s herb 
and bee gardens and cook with 
just-harvested produce. 
When: Oct. 4 and Oct. 26, from 
2 pm - 4 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $20 per session/non-
members, $15 per session/
members, $75 for four 
sessions/non-members, $55 for 
four sessions/members
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Day of Family Fun and Fitness 
— Get moving at this event 
featuring soccer clinics with 
New York Cosmos players, mini 
golf in Rocket Park and more 
than 450 science exhibits to 
help benefi t New York Hospital 
Queens Pediatric Asthma 
Center.
When: Sunday, Oct. 5, from 
noon - 4 pm
Where: New York Hall of 

Science, 47-01 111th St., Corona
Cost: $35/per person, $125/
family pack of four
Contact: (212) 921-9070, ext. 16
Website: nysci.org

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-In 
Program for Families — On 
the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore the 
galleries and then spend time 
in the education room making 
art. Educators will be on hand 
to discuss gallery connections, 
introduce materials and assist 
in art making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/includes 
museum admission and 
materials
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

DANCE

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu dance 
popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 11; 

6:30 pm workshop for all ages 
12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

Free Line Dance Lessons 
— Free line dance lessons 
given by professional dance 
instructor, Bernardo, every 
Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Another Point of View - A 
Retrospective of Felipe 
Taborda — This exhibition 
focuses on the Latin American 
graphic designers work 
between 1983 -2014.
When: Through Oct. 29, Artist’s 
talk will be held Sept. 25, 
Opening reception is slated for 
Sept. 25, at 5 pm
Where: Dr. M.T. Geoffrey Yeh 
Art Gallery, Sun Yat Sen Hall, St. 
John’s University, 8000 Utopia 
Parkway, Jamaica Estates
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 990-7476

Website: www.stjohns.edu

Skowhegan Performs at 
Socrates Sculpture Park — 
Alumni from the Skowhegan 
School of Painting and 
Sculpture take over all of the 
park with their site-specifi c 
works.
When: Saturday, Sept. 27, from 
1 pm - 5 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Andy Warhol’s Photo-
Aesthetic and Beyond — The 
recent donations from the Andy 
Warhol Foundation to Queens 
College will highlight the 
artist’s use of photo silkscreen, 
Polaroid photographs, silver 
gelatin prints and black and 
white shots.
When: Through Nov. 1
Where: Godwin-Ternbach 
Museum at Queens College, 
405 Klapper Hall, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747 
Website: www.qcpages.
qc.cuny.edu/godwin_ternbach



TL

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, S

EP
T. 

26
-O

CT
. 2

, 2
01

4  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

40

Cost: $25 - $42
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

“A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” — Titan Theatre Co. 
returns with its hit adaptation of 
Shakespeare’s comedy, in which 
each actor’s role that night is 
decided at curtain time. 
When: Oct. 3 through Oct. 12, 
Tuesday - Saturday at 7:30 pm, 
Sunday at 4 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.

titantheatrecompany.com

“Night Watch” — Theatre 
Time presents Lucille 
Fletcher’s thriller, a mix of 
murder and madness, set in a 
tony Kips Bay townhouse. 
When: Oct. 18 through Oct. 26, 
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 pm, 
Sundays at 3 pm, Opening Night 
includes a dessert buffet and 
meet and greet with the cast.
Where: Colonial Church of 
Bayside, 54-02 217th St., Bayside.
Cost: $18/general admission, 
$16/seniors and students
Contact: (347) 358-8102
Website: www.theatretime.org

AUDITIONS

First String Players will 
hold auditions for the Ken 

Ludwig comedy “Lend Me 
A Tenor.” Auditions will be 
held Sunday, Oct. 19, from 
1 pm - 3:30 pm and Monday, 
Oct. 20, from 7 pm - 9:30 pm. 
For more information, e-mail 
fi rststringplayers@gmail.com

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

34. College bigwig
36. Naughty child's present
37. Blunders
38. From dusk til dawn, say
40. British biscuit
41. Glorify
43. Like two peas ____
44. Creaks and squeaks, e.g.
45. Darling
46. "Time in a Bottle" singer
47. Cold War threat
48. Caravan stops
51. K-P connection
52. Rain man?
53. Actress Spelling
54. Gambler's concern
56. Email add-on, abbr.
57. "Friendly skies" co.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
Sept. 26-Oct. 2, 2014

By Pete Canty

For the Birds
Across
1. Taverns
5. Football helmet component
10. Proper partner?
14. Island feast
15. "A League of ____ Own"
16. First-rate
17. Suffix with psych-
18. Highly decorated troop member
20. Theories
22. Literature Nobelist Hermann
23. Guitarist Clapton
24. Turned away
26. Classified narrowl
30. Feudal superiors
31. Takes a turn
32. Tack on
35. Is in the red
36. Boston NBAers
38. Sheltered, at sea
39. Route
40. Irritated
41. Peruvian beast
42. Major transgression
45. Fishy groups
49. Proper follower
50. Not rural
51. Attacked
55. Evidence of excitement, perhaps
58. Well-behaved
59. Pinnacle
60. Sacajawea's craft
61. Challenging
62. CSA soldiers
63. Oafs
64. Not that

Down
1. Voting group
2. Grand Theft ____
3. Game delay cause
4. Follows in office

5. Intervene
6. Primative roof material
7. Rules, for short
8. Feel sick
9. Historic opening?
10. Indiana player
11. Resting place
12. Lavatory sign
13. Doles (out)
19. Loses hair
21. Cupid, to the Greeks
24. Loads
25. Flying formations
26. Snow remover
27. Early caucus state
28. Earl ____ tea
29. Made eyes at
32. "Poor me!"
33. Actress Moore

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64
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WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

SOME OF THE BEST
A B U T S C A L A A M P S
T U N E A U R I C T O R O
M M I C U R I N E O N I N

S C H I N D L E R S L I S T
C R Y R A Y A L C O A
L U C R E M A L L A N G
O S L O D A I L I E S
T H E S O U N D O F M U S I C

E M A N A T E E L S E
F A T A L A S S T O O D
A T E I N U S E U T E
T H E K I N G S S P E E C H
C O H O U L N A E T H E N
A M E N F E I G N N E R O
T E E S F E T E D A R M S

Theater
Continued from Page 34 

ent a Family Day on Satur-
day, Oct. 18, with added 
programs for kids of all 
ages, including animation 
activities and workshops, a 
family scavenger hunt, and 
family-friendly introduc-
tions to the exhibition.

Over at the Queens 
Museum, the borough’s 
only LGBT film series, Cin-
emarosa, is on hiatus un-
til co-founder and curator 
Hector Canonge returns to 
New York later this fall. 

“Hector has been 
awarded numerous inter-
national residences and 
has been traveling around 
the world making interac-
tive performance work,” 
said Prerana Reddy, the 
museum’s director of pub-
lic programs and commu-
nity engagement. “We both 
hope to revive the monthly 
Cinemarosa series here 
at the museum. We don’t 
have exact dates yet to an-
nounce, but we at the muse-
um certainly look forward 
to its return, as well as the 
return of the local LGBT 
community, which had 
been regularly convening 
here for the series.”

The museum has an-
nounced this Saturday’s 

programming of films re-
lated to the recent Climate 
Change Convergence held 
in the city last weekend. 

While individuals from 
the artist collective Not An 
Alternative lead visitors 
through the museum’s Pan-
orama and New York City’s 
watershed model to address 
how climate change might 
affect the city landscape, 
related films, such as “Cli-
mate Change in an Urban 
Panorama,” “The Sky is 
Pink” and “What the Frack 
Are You Drinking?” will be 
screened and discussed. 

And while the library 
might not be the first place 
you think of to check out a 
movie, in Queens patrons 
have dozens of chances 
to catch classic films and 
some recent releases for 
free.

“Prior to the past 
year, we could only screen 
movies on rare occasion 
because libraries had to 
pay a very high fee to do a 
public screening,” said the 
Queens Library Spokes-
woman Joanne King. “Last 
year, we were able to obtain 
a group license to show 
many movies, including 
some recent releases, and 
the number of movie-relat-
ed programs has increased 
dramatically. Our custom-
ers enjoy them very much.”

Although the license 
agreement precludes the li-
brary from advertising the 
names of the films, there 
are plenty of options ca-
tered to everyone’s tastes.

The schedule includes 
showings Mondays at 3 p.m. 
at the Sunnyside branch, 
43-06 Greenpoint Ave.; 
Wednesdays at 2 p.m. at the 
Glen Oaks facility, 256-04 
Union Turnpike; Wednes-
days at 6 p.m. at the Cen-
tral Library, 89-11 Merrick 
Blvd.; Thursdays at 2 p.m. 
at the Central Library and 
Saturdays at 2 p.m. in Far 
Rockaway.

“Films are a great way 
to entertain and engage 
Queens Library’s custom-
ers. No matter your back-
ground, we can all enjoy 
and have an opinion about 
a movie,” said Kelvin Wat-
son, Queens Library’s vice 
president of digital ser-
vices and strategy. “When 
choosing films for viewing, 
Queens Library looks for 
high-quality films that will 
be popular and stimulate 
conversation. And there’s 
nothing wrong with plain 
old entertainment.”

Movies for all ages 
are scheduled at branches 
across the borough, for 
information, go to www.
queenslibrary.org.

Movies
Continued from Page 35 

A dark warehouse is 
broken into, flashlights 
bringing both the perform-
ers onto the stage as well as 
the six musicians to their 
area (pretty drawn out) 
when someone finally pulls 
the light switch.  Crates are 
moved around and what-
ever lies about become the 
sets and props.  

The warehouse door 
itself is the backdrop of the 
set, where Jesus (Matt Smi-
lardi) enters. Only John the 
Baptist and Judas (both 
played by John Panepinto) 
are depicted.  The other 
cast members are dressed 
in a mish-mash of styles 
and clothing from various 
eras. 

With most of the the-

ater groups of this nature, 
it is important to point out 
the flawlessness of the sing-
ing, acting and choreogra-
phy, alone.  

The audience also gets 
into the act. 

At Saturday’s perfor-
mance cast members draft-
ed a somewhat elderly Rita 
Nanes, who was surprised 
not only to find herself tak-
ing quick acting lessons 
while reading from a piece 
of paper, but was also di-
rected to lie down on the 
floor as well as having to 
hold up her hands for a pe-
riod of time.  

High energy reigned 
throughout the perfor-
mance due to the enthusi-
asm of the characters until 
the end when we view “The 
Last Supper” and Jesus’ 
death upon a warehouse 

piece not shaped as a cross.  
Great set as Jesus rises and 
walks up to the warehouse 
door. It opens to reveal fog-
gy bright light.  

Why end on a low note 
when you can now invite 
the audience to come up 
onto the stage and join the 
cast in singing the most 
popular number from the 
show, “Day By Day?” 

Some of the bits thrown 
in were a part of the song 
“Thriller,” a Comfort Inn 
commercial, Loonytunes 
and a line from “The Lion 
King,” all commanding a 
few laughs.  

Godspell will be per-
forming through Sept. 28.   
Rockaway Theatre Com-
pany’s next production, 
“Damn Yankees,” will take 
place the middle of Novem-
ber.  

‘Godspell’
Continued from Page 36 

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM
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Guide toDINING

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

THE HOME OF EURO-SOUL CUISINET

TO BE FEATURED IN OUR GUIDE TO DINING CALL FOR INFORMATION: 718.260.4521

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
www.JimmysBayside.com
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LATE PAGE

BY BILL PARRY

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) an-
nounced plans to introduce 
legislation named after a 
Sunnyside schoolboy who 
died two years ago. Rory 
Staunton was just 12 years 
old when a scrape became 
infected and caused his 
death from sepsis after doc-
tors failed to diagnose it in 
time.

According to the Mayo 
Clinic, sepsis is a potential-
ly life-threatening compli-
cation of an infection that 
occurs when chemicals re-
leased into the bloodstream 
to fight the infection trigger 
inflammatory responses 
throughout the body. This 
inflammation can set off a 
cascade of changes that can 
damage multiple organ sys-
tems, causing them to fail, 
killing over 250,000 Ameri-
cans each year.

“Even one death from 
sepsis is one death too 
many, and the time is now 
for the federal government 
to take a comprehensive 
and concerted approach 
to preventing and treating 
sepsis nationwide,” Crow-
ley said. “It is my hope that 
between this legislation 
and a congressional caucus 
focused on elevating the is-
sue of sepsis, we can start to 
make significant headway 
in treating and preventing 
this terrible condition.”

The Rory Staunton 
CARE for Sepsis Act would 
direct the federal govern-
ment to increase public 
outreach to fight sepsis, a 
leading cause of death in 
the United States, striking 
750,000 people every year. 
The bill will focus on in-
creasing interagency coor-
dination, raising national 
attention through public 
awareness efforts, expand-

ing research and develop-
ment to better treat sepsis, 
and improving education 
for medical professionals 
to increase early interven-
tion.

Rory Staunton, be-
came seriously ill in March 
2012 when he fell in a school 
gym and cut his arm while 
playing basketball. When 
the cut turned into pain in 
the leg and vomiting, his 
parents, Ciaran and Or-
laith, took their son to their 
pediatrician, who recom-

mended Rory go to NYU 
Langone Medical Center 
in Manhattan for rehydra-
tion. 

The hospital rehy-
drated Rory and released 
him, but blood tests were 
not seen by the doctor and 
not complete until after his 
release. His condition wors-
ened and his pediatrician 
sent him back to the hospi-
tal, where he was put in in-
tensive care. Doctors tried 
to revive Rory three times 
before he died April 1.

Rory’s uncle, Niall 
O’Dowd, in an open letter 
to President Obama wrote, 
“Sepsis kills more Ameri-
cans than AIDS, prostate 
cancer and breast cancer 
combined and that it con-
tributes to one in every 
three deaths in U.S. hospi-
tals costing the U.S. econo-
my $20 billion per year.”

Crowley announced 
that he will be forming a 
new congressional caucus 
to bring together mem-
bers of Congress, families, 
and advocates to exchange 
ideas and address policy 
concerns. He announced 
these actions while deliv-
ering the opening remarks 
at the Sepsis: Defeating 
the Killer national forum, 
hosted Sept. 17 by the Rory 
Staunton Foundation in 
Washington.

 “This legislation will 
go a long way toward help-
ing save lives, and I know 

Rory would be proud,” Cia-
ran Staunton said.

Crowley was among 
the 1,000 mourners who at-
tended Rory’s funeral in 
April 2012 at Woodside’s St. 
Mary’s Winfield Church. 

“Rory Staunton’s de-
sire to help make the world 
a better place, even at such 
a young age, was inspiring, 
and with these new con-
gressional efforts, we can 
help do the same in his hon-
or,” Crowley said. “As much 
as I’m looking forward to 
working with all of you on 
this important cause, I’m 
even more looking forward 
to the last national forum 
on sepsis, when we’ve put a 
stop to this killer once and 
for all.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538. 

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley announces his plans for new legislation to 
raise awareness of sepsis. Photo courtesy Joe Crowley

Crowley to name sepsis awareness bill for Rory Staunton
Sunnyside boy died days after scraping an elbow playing basketball as infection was misdiagnosed
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Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE 
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,  
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

SANDRA DIAZ
Located near the Verrazano Bridge in Bay Ridge Brooklyn   
347-251-7423   www.diazestudio.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS 
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or  
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS 
4255 Amboy Road, Staten Island, NY  10308

(718) 605-3274

316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ  07095

(732) 750-1174  ultfash@optonline.net

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
718 698-4859  www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
BAY RIDGE MANOR 
476 76th St., Brooklyn (718) 748–8855,  
www.bayridgemanor.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT 
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS  
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,  
www.elcaribecaterers.com

GIACOMO’S TRATTORIA 
7902 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 439–6993,  
www.facebook.com/GiacomosWoodFiredPizza 

GLEN TERRACE 
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GREENHOUSE CAFE 
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200, 
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO 
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaruant.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL 
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn  (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB 
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island 
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

NEW YORK CITY EVENTS 
Contact Dyker Beach Golf Course  
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf 
Course at (718) 885–1258 x 229,   
www.nycevents.americangolf.com

SIRICO’S  
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900, 
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island  
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 www.theparadisecateringhall.com

DUE PONTI
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd. Whitestone, NY 11357
718-767-3100  www.dueponti-ristorant.com

FLUSHING TOWN HALL
137-35 Northern Blvd. Flushing NY 11354
()718) 463-7700  www.flushingtownhall.org

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11355
(718) 886-3800 X 201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

Lodging
HOUSE ON THIRD BED & BREAKFAST
422 Third Street, Park Slope, Brooklyn, NY
(718) 788-7171   www.houseon3st.com

Entertainment
E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT 
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
FLORAL FANTASY 
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or 
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST 
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or  
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS 
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

13TH AVENUE FLORIST 
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088, 
13thaveflorist@gmail.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204

(718) 256-7434 www.18thaveflowers.com

Jewelry
TIVOLI JEWELERS 
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens,
New York
Phone: +1-718-339-4653 Fax: +1-718-975-0952
Email: info@cashforgoldbk.com
See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/location-2
See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

OKG JEWELRY
248-25 Northern Blvd., Little Neck, NY  718-423-2526 
www.okgjewelry.com   Like Us on Facebook  

Open Tuesday - Saturday

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION 
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

RJ’S LIMOUSINES 
3285 Sunrise Hwy., Wantagh  (516) 221–3040
www.rjlimos.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd.,  Staten island (718) 351-7273 
www.rddlimos.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY 
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949, 

www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO 
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill  

(888) 400–2738 or (718) 504–1970,  

www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS 
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 AVE.   718 748 2200

PILO ARTS SALON 
8412 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  
www.piloarts.com

SALON MALAVE 
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720 
www.salonmalave.com 

AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
718 979 9000  www.afbennett.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S. 
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,  
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE 
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,  
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO 
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR 
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA 
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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John Papis is a restau-
rateur with a porpoise.

The veteran restau-
rant owner opened his new 
endeavor, the Dolphin Din-
er, in Hillcrest last week.

The diner serves 
breakfast, lunch and dinner 
from 6 a.m. until midnight, 
seven days a week and has 
room for 125 customers.

Its menu offers a va-
riety of fare, including 
steaks, traditional Greek 
dishes and Papis’ speciality 
— seafood. 

“I used to like to swim 
and play with the dolphins 
and I like seafood,” Papis 
said. “That’s why I picked 
out this name.”

Papis grew up in a 
small village near Olympia 

in Greece before immigrat-
ing to the United States in 
1967.

“My country was poor. 
My family was poor,” he 
said. “I came to America 

to get a better life and the 
first place I got work in the 
United States was a restau-

rant, so I stuck with restau-
rants.”

He bought his first res-
taurant, which was called 
“78,” on John Street in 
southern Manhattan. The 
Astoria resident went on to 
own a number of other eat-
eries in Manhattan, upstate 
New York and Astoria.

The Dolphin Diner, 
at 162-16 Union Turnpike, 
replaced the closed Cor-
nerstone Diner in a small 
Hillcrest strip mall. Papis 
said he was lured to the lo-
cation because he liked the 
friendly vibes he got from 
the community.

“It’s a nice quiet neigh-
borhood with good people,” 
he said. “Traffic is good 
around there. I like the 
neighborhood. There are 
no problems there.”

Papis celebrated the 

opening of his new restau-
rant with Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Fresh Mead-
ows), former Deputy Bor-
ough President Leroy Com-
rie, and representatives 
from Assemblywoman Nily 
Rozic’s (D-Fresh Meadows) 
office last week.

The restaurateur said 
that even though a diner 
recently closed down in the 
same location, he was confi-
dent the quality of his food 
would ensure the success of 
his establishment.

“We try to give you the 
best service, with a good 
price and big portions,” Pa-
pis said.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Veteran restaurateur opens Dolphin Diner in Hillcrest 
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driveway and grazed her 
neighbors grass, the source 
said.

Since then, both par-
ties have become increas-
ingly petty over their prop-
erty lines and the police 

had been called several 
times, often by Adams, to 
settle squabbles between 
the two, the source said.

Adams owns the Fo-
rum South, which covers 
Southern Queens and the 
Rockaway Beat.

The publisher helped 
start the Rockaway Times 
in the early summer, but 

has since parted ways with 
the newspaper and started 
the Rockaway Beat - a rival 
publication on the penin-
sula.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Brooklyn’s Barclays Center 
for Nets games and box-
ing events, was on hand to 
emcee the ceremony Satur-
day. 

“There are so many 
historic places that are 
no more in this city, from 
Yankee Stadium to CBGBs 
to this place right here,” he 
said. “Folks will see this 
sign and go home and look 
it up and learn the history 
of what happened before 

this place was a Wendy’s 
when we went from black 
eyes to Biggie Fries.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

said.
Volunteers said a 

long line for food packages 
formed earlier in the day 
for food packages, some-
thing Rapaport is hoping to 
put an end to.

“We want people to eat 
in dignity,” Rapaport said. 
“We don’t want people to 
wait in line for food on the 
street, but the demand is 
so overwhelming that we 
aren’t winning the battle 
of not having a bread line. 
There are just so many peo-
ple that need food.”

The City Council allo-
cated $105,000 to Masbia in 
fiscal year 2015, including 
$25,000 from the speaker’s 
fund, but this only made 

up a small portion of the 
nonprofit’s $2 million bud-
get. Government monies 
account for less than 40 
percent of the money the 
organization needs, with a 
majority of funding coming 
from private donations, Ra-
paport said.

The Council’s funding 
was part of a larger effort 
to tackle shortages at the 
city’s food banks by distrib-
uting a total of $1.3 million 
to soup kitchens, pantries 
and other organizations 
that feed those in need. 
Roughly half of the city’s 
food banks had to turn 
away people seeking meals 
in 2013 because of a lack of 
resources.

“The Council is proud 
to sponsor hunger relief or-
ganizations such as Masbia 
across the five boroughs,” 

Mark-Viverito said. “Mas-
bia plays an especially cru-
cial role in ensuring that all 
New Yorkers have access to 
kosher meals, and I think 
Masbia and my colleagues 
for their continued dedica-
tion to fighting hunger in 
New York City.”

Mark-Viverito and her 
colleagues took turns load-
ing onions into food pack-
ages and delivering trays to 
people in the dining room.

“Our mission is to feed 
everyone,” Rapaport said. 
“We happen to be kosher, 
but our mission is to feed 
all of New York’s hungry.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537Continued from Page 17 

Adams

Continued from Page 5 

Masbia

Continued from Page 22 

Arena

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.
LIVE UNITED

LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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BAYSIDE LITTLE LEAGUE
The LARGEST and BEST Little League in Town

2015 - REGISTRATION - 2015
REGISTRATION DATES:

Every Monday evening 7:00pm – 8:00pm 
Every Saturday morning 11:30am – 12:30 pm

through November 10th, 2014

At the Little League Club House 25-32 168th Street in the lower concourse.

Please bring proof of age and residency. We accept checks, money orders and charge cards. NO CASH.

REGISTER EARLY, DON’T MISS OUT PLAYING FOR THE BEST!
For Fees and Registration Forms visit www.BaysideLittleLeague.com

ALL 
FORMS 
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 

In the preseason Tom 
Pugh called this season’s 
early slate of games the 
hardest he had faced in 
his 41 years coaching Holy 
Cross football. It’s turned 
out to be exactly that. 

“It is obviously,” Pugh 
said of his preseason re-
marks. “I was not kidding.”

The Knights have now 
lost their first three games, 
including the CHSFL 
league opener, 49-7, to host 
Archbishop Stepinac Sat-
urday afternoon. Things 
won’t get much easier with 
a trip to league power St. 
Anthony’s next week before 
the Knights host rival St. 
Francis Prep on Oct. 4.

 “We got to get our 
troops together and get 
ready for the push at the 
end,” Pugh said. 

Holy Cross was with-
out star receiver Ahamed 
Bah. He missed two practic-
es leading up to the contest 
and by team rule had to sit. 
Injuries to key players only 
magnify mistakes. Quar-
terback Joshua Evans hurt-
ing his hand in the first 
half and senior linebacker 

Chris Manfre needed to ice 
his elbow.  

“We have a hard 
schedule already,” senior 
receiver Paul Yodice said. 
“We only make it harder on 
ourselves.”

The Knights nearly 
picked up a big play early 
in the second quarter. Yod-
ice’s option pass to an open 
Jason Vargas was dropped. 
The play was the first after 
Cross recovered a fumbled 
punt on its own 28-yard 
line, down just 7-0. 

“It may be a different 
ball game,” Pugh said. “You 
have one chance to take a 
shot to get you 7-7 and we 
didn’t get it.”  

Cross’ lone score, a 
1-yard touchdown run by 
Edwin Villegas, was on the 
opening drive of the second 
half to help make it 28-7. It 
was set up by the second 
successful fake punt of the 
season as Yodice hooked up 
with Jeremiah Nelson for 
41 yards yard. 

The team’s seniors 
understand it is their job 
to keep this group upbeat 
moving forward despite the 
rough start. 

Newtown unbeaten in A East
Pioneers hold their own after switching to another PSAL division

Holy Cross’ Daeon Pierce runs through the Stepinac defense.
 Photo by Joseph Staszewski

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK 

Newtown is making it-
self right at home in Queens 
A East division 

The Pioneers boys’ 
soccer team remained un-
beaten in league play by 
defeating visiting Francis 
Lewis 2-0 Tuesday after-
noon. Newtown was moved 
from Queen A West as part 
of the division realignment 
by the PSAL. 

Pioneers coach Eric 
Wozniak sees every victory 
in the new league as impor-
tant because of the tough 
competition the team faces 
from the likes of history 
proud programs like Lewis. 
Bayside and Cardozo. New-
town went 7-3-2 last year 
and lost in the third round 
of the playoffs

“It’s the first time for 
us playing in the East Divi-
sion,” Wozniak said. “Every 
game is a battle and every 
opponent is tough, so every 
win is a big win for us.” 

It earned it with plenty 
of help from star Anthony 
Baltazar. He received a 
pass from Aldo Hernandez 
and broke free all by him-
self. Baltazar beat Francis 
Lewis goalkeeper Kevin 
Egger to give Newtown a 1-0 
advantage in the 30th min-
ute. It was this 13th goal of 
the season in six games.

“Anthony is a ma-
chine,” Wozniak said. “Ev-
erything goes through him. 
Everyone knows about An-
thony at this point. He is a 
positive player and our best 
player by far.”

The junior also created 
two other chances after his 
goal, but he fired one wide 
and the other went over 
the net. Newtown added an 

insurance goal in the 51st 
minute. Lobsang Tensin 
was taken down in the box 
and was awarded a penalty 
kick. The senior took ad-
vantage of the opportunity 
by beating Juan Diego Lo-
pez, who replaced Eggers 
in the second half. Tensin 
was happy to help his team 
against Lewis (3-2).

“It was a wonderful 

feeling to score my first 
goal of the season,” he said. 
“Everyone is working hard 
and we have support, so it 
helps. Everyone is giving 
100 percent.”

The two goals were all 
the Pioneers needed in front 
of keeper Hussein Saleh, 
who came up big in the fi-
nal 10 minutes. The senior 
started in the 80th minute 

when he stopped Julian Ca-
banillas, who ripped a shot 
at the top of the box. 

Two minutes later on a 
corner kick, Arturo Rodas’ 
header was stopped and 
at the 85th minute Saleh 
stopped his fellow goalie 
Lopez, who came up on 
a throw in from 20 yards 
out. Saleh, who was the 

Newtown’s Lobsang Tenzin heads the ball during their win over Francis Lewis Tuesday. 
Photo by Chris Palermo

Continued on Page 49Continued on Page 49

Holy Cross faces
toughest season
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More than the 1993 
Christ the King girls’ bas-
ketball team was inducted 
into the New York City Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame last 
week. 

This special group of 
players, which claimed one 
of the Royals’ five mythical 
national titles, goes in as 
the first-ever female club to 
enter the Hall of Fame. The 
club did so alongside For-
mer CK star Craig ‘Speedy’ 
Claxton, Rice and St. John’s 
University standout Felipe 
Lopez and Brooklyn Tech 
start Charlie Davis. 

“It means a lot to the 
team,” legendary Christ 
the King coach Vincent 
Cannizzaro said. “It means 
a lot to the sport.”

The Middle Village 
school has accolades un-
matched during its two de-
cades of dominance. Christ 

the King won 10 straight 
New York State Federation 
titles at the highest classifi-
cation and 15 overall. It has 
also claimed 27 of the last 30 
Brooklyn/Queens diocesan 
crown. The program’s link 
to that past continues with 
Cannizarro’s former as-
sistants, Bob Mackey, now 
the head coach, and Jill 
Cook, still running things 
in Middle Village.  

The Royals were a 
trendsetting-program as 
they took off by traveling 
out of state regularly for 
games against national op-
ponents and by starting an 
elite travel program in the 
Liberty Belles in 1987. They 
were also the first women’s 
team in the country to earn 
a sneaker deal, at first with 
Adidas and now Nike.

“I think it was hard 
for them to choose which 
team to honor,”said Tammi 
McGlynn-Piazza, the lone 
returning starter on the 
1993 club, of the Hall of 
Fame.  “Any team that you 
picked, you wouldn’t have 
gone wrong.” 

There were reasons 
her team was special and 

the biggest one was the pres-
ence of future Tennessee 
and WNBA star Chamique 
Holdsclaw as a sophomore. 
It was the breakout season 
for the first of the Mount 
Rushmore players in the 
program’s history, with 
Sue Bird and Tina Charles 

to follow. Holdsclaw, one 
of the most recognizable 
names in women’s hoops, 
started just one game as a 
freshman, before coming 
into her own that season.

“I think it helped 
that Chamique was on 
our team,” said McGlynn-

Piazza, who later played at 
Fairfield and George Wash-
ington. “She was always 
compared to the Michael 
Jordan of basketball.”

Holdsclaw was just 
one of five hungry future 
Division-I players in the 
starting lineup on a team 

that did not return a lot of 
experience. Center Malika 
Willis (Georgetown), point 
guard Jo-Jo Guzman (Pitts-
burgh) and shooting guard 
Keisha McFagion (Arizona 
State) all played major roles 
in bringing the national 
title back to Middle Village. 
One loss kept the Royals 
from earning the honor the 
year prior.

“It didn’t surprise me 
how good they could play 
because we knew they had 
made a positive contribu-
tion the year before on a 
team that finished No. 2 in 
the country,” said Vinny 
Cannizzaro, who coached 
the Royals along from 1981-
1999.  

By inducting the Roy-
als’ 1993 team the Hall of 
Fame enshrined much 
more than just that group’s 
players and coaches. They 
represent something much 
bigger, one of the nation’s 
most famous programs, re-
gardless of gender. 

“Any where you go you 
say you play for Chris the 
King, it’s an honor,” McG-
lynn-Piazza said. “People 
look up to you.” 

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

      BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 

      Christ the King is giv-
ing people reasons to take 
notice The biggest so far 
was an impressive 21-7 vic-
tory against Fordham Prep 
in a CHSFL game Saturday 
night at Jack Coffey Field. 
It’s arguably the program’s 
biggest win since current 
Syracuse senior quarter-
back Terrel Hunt played 
under center in Middle Vil-
lage and is the first league 
victory for first year-coach 
Jason Brown. 

      Fordham Prep tradi-
tionally plays at the league’s 
highest level,       while Christ 
the King has been in the 
lower tier. The Royals are 
off to a 2-1 start,       with their 
lone loss coming to Field-
ston in overtime. They hope 
the victory against Ford-

ham Prep opens people’s 
eyes and makes them real-
ize they are a better team 
than in years past. 

      “It’s going to be a big 
thing for us as a team,      ” 
junior quarterback David 
Navas said of beating the 
Rams. “Teams have always 
slept on us. It just gives us 
more confidence.”

      Christ the King set the 
tone early when junior Ka-
reem Davis ran the open-
ing kickoff back 70 yards to 
help give the Royals a quick 
7-0 lead. He said he cut the 
ball back left and hit the 
hole up the sideline to ener-
gize his team.

      “We are already hyped 
going into the game,       but 
after that it just made us 
play 10 times better,      ” Davis 
said. 

      The score held up until 

third quarter,       thanks to the 
CK defense. Davis made the 
biggest play. He intercepted 
starting quarterback Mi-
chael Wagner in the end 
zone with the Rams trying 
to go in from the 1-yard 
line in the second quarter. 

Angel Ortiz also ended two 
Rams drives with sacks,       in-
cluding one on fourth-and 
8 from the Christ the King 
36-yard line just before 
halftime.

      Fordham Prep eventu-
ally got even when backup 

quarterback Matt Valencce 
hit Wagner for a 21-yard 
touchdown pass to make it 
7–7 with 4:34 remaining in 
the third quarter. The Roy-
als responded on their next 
play from scrimmage when 
Navas connected with Ja-
men Williams over the 
middle and the senior raced 
into the end zone for a 68-
yard touchdown. He broke 
two tackles over the final 10 
yard to help give CK a 14-7 
advantage. Navas complete 
eight of nine passes for 188 
yards.

      “Navas was on varsity 
as a freshman,      ” Brown said. 
“Navas this is his year. He’s 
used to this.”

      It appeared the Rams 
would get one more chance 
to rally with 7:00 to go in the 
contest,       but were called for 
roughing the kicker on the 

punt. CK got the ball back 
for a drive that ended with 
Navas connecting with 
Marcus Layne for a 36-yard 
score to seal the win. 

      Brown,       an alum,       wants 
to get his players used 
to winning at a program 
where that has not been the 
case in recent years. The 
former varsity assistant 
and JV coach took over 
Tyree Addison. The play-
ers said he is stressing dis-
cipline and accountability 
by sitting players who don’t 
live by the rules.

      “I want the program to 
go in the right direction,      ” 
Brown said. “It is going to 
take a while to rebuild.”

      It hasn’t taking long 
for CK fine early success 
however and they hope the 
rest of league is taking no-
tice of their talent.  

Some of the New york City Basketball Hall of Fame Inductees pose for a photo last week. 
Photo courtesy Bob Mackey

Royals’ historic enshrinement salutes program

Christ the King picks up big win over Fordham Prep

CTK player Jamen Williams (21) makes a run with the ball. 
Photo by Ken Maldonado
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“It’s going to be a diffi-
cult job to keep everybody’s 
head up, especially now,” 
Yodice said. “Tough game 
next week. We are just go-
ing to have to ride it out to 
see how it goes.”   

Bayside 46, Lane 14: 
Charles Flugg completed 
11 of 15 passed for 227 yards 
and six touchdowns to five 
different receivers for Bay-
side (4-0). Camrhan Tillman 
had two catches for 70 yards 
and two scores. He also re-
covered two fumbles.   

Jamaica 11, John Ad-
ams 8: Garfield McDonald 
carried the ball 17 times 
for 123 yards and a touch-
down for Jamaica (3-1). Er-
rol James ran for the lone 
score for John Adams 

Bryant 22, Alfred E 

Smith 0: John Duru rushed 
for 100 yards and a touch-
down on six carried for Bry-
ant (2-1). Jovon Hooks Wil-
liam and Raheem Williams 
combined for 112 yards and 
a touchdown a each on the 
ground.  

Eagles Academy II 40, 
Far Rockaway 6: Maxwell 
Zarnoch went 4 of 6 pass-
ing for 70 yards and a 50-
yard touchdown to Cyris 
McDuffie for Far Rockaway 
(1-2). Dashaun Royal had 4 
interceptions. 

Stuyvesant 40, In-
formation Technology 6: 
Nicholas Suda was 6 of 14 
passing for 79 yards and a 
60-yard touchdown to Jean 
Claude Previlon for Info 
Tech (0-3) 

Stevenson 42, Long Is-
land City: 18: Tyon Thomas 
carried the ball 22 times for 
72 yards and three touch-
downs for LIC (1-2). 

w w w.shoevi l lage.com
Free Shipping Over $50

45-22 162nd St. Flushing, NY 11358 | (718) 762-1990

Follow us on 
Facebook:

facebook.
com/

timesledger

Terriers sweep Fontbonne in diocesan fi nal 
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 

St. Francis Prep 
quickly changed a tight, 
back-and-forth volleyball 
match into a rout. The 
reason: It was just time to 
turn it up.

“We knew we had to 
pick it,” senior middle hit-
ter Jessica Vishnudat said. 
“It was just that time. You 
just have to start playing.”

The Terriers led 
by just a point midway 
through the second set af-
ter winning a close first 
one. From that point on 
St. Francis Prep looked 
like the defending CHSAA 
Class AA state champion. 
Its play was crisp all over 
the court and the team al-
lowed just 10 more points 
to the visiting Bonnies en 
route to a 25-20, 25-13, 25-9 
victory on Sept. 18 in a re-
match of last year’s Brook-
lyn/Queens girl’s volley-
ball final. Terriers junior 
setter Christina Gabriel 
believed just one big play 
could give her team the en-
ergy it needs. 

“Once that happens 
all of our hits, our digs, 
our sets they just become 
perfect and we feel unstop-
pable,” she said. 

The Terriers (2-0) fin-
ished the second set on a 
12-1 run, after trailing 9-8 
early and leading just 13-12 
at one point. Gabriel, who 
had 37 assists and seven 
digs, did a superb job 
spreading the ball around. 
Ann Marie Roberts had 
a hand in the first three 
points of the run and se-

nior middle hitter Jessica 
Vishnudat (17 kills, nine 
digs) took it from there. 
Vishnudat had a kill and a 
then a block to put the set 
away. The Terriers carried 
that same level of play into 
a dominant third set. 

“I think the whole 
team really did a great job 
picking it up,” SFP coach 
Kevin Colucci said. “So did 
Fontbonne. We were dig-
ging back and forth. Chris-
tina made some key sets to 

get the ball to the outside 
and middle and move the 
ball around well.”

Vishnudat is begin-
ning to come into her 
own. She played behind a 
number of talented hitters 
during her career, includ-
ing the recently gradu-
ated Jaclyn LaForgia and 
Caroline Gorecki. Vishnu-
dat, who has help around 
her in the versatile Steph 
Bogda, Jillian Gratzer and 
Alana Davidson, admitted 

to be nervous coming into 
the season. That has not 
stopped her from putting 
her talent to good use.

“She stands out a lot 
more,” Colucci said. “Now 
she is more of a focus 
point.”

The Bonnies (1-1) were 
playing without star Fran-
cesca Castellano, who was 
sidelined with a herniated 
disc, but played valiantly 
in the first set behind Em-
ily Greenstein. St. Francis 
Prep, which was aided by 
poor Fontbonne serving, 
led just 22-20 in the sec-
ond. Vishnudat responded 
with two straight kills and 
combined on a block with 
Roberts to make sure the 
frame didn’t get away. 

The Terriers lost 
eight seniors, including 
five starters from last 
year’s team that won the 
school’s first state title 
since it took home three 
straight crowns from 1984-
86. This group is learning 
to handle the expectations 
of trying to win an eighth 
straight diocesan title and 
consecutive state crowns 
with an even bigger bull’s-
eye on their backs. Per-
formances like the one 
against Fontbonne will go 
a long way toward accom-
plishing those goals

“Right now if they 
play like that, they will 
be pretty successful,” Co-
lucci said. “They have to 
outwork every team they 
play”

Football

team’s third string goalie 
last season, has impressed 
Wozniak. 

“What he is doing is 
amazing me. He is a leader 
back there,” he said. “He is 
making some tremendous 
saves, and he has been a 
brick wall for us.”

Despite not finding 
the back of the net, Fran-
cis Lewis coach Roger 
Sarmuksnis sees his team 
coming together as the sea-
son moves long. 

“When you get back 

to playoffs, it’s all zero-ze-
ro. Sarmuksnis said. “We 
may struggle a little bit in 
the season this year, but I 
guarantee you this will be 
a good playoff team.”

Newtown has two 
more games before theygo 
up against also undefeated 
Bayside at home on Oct. 6 
with first place possibly on 
the line. The teams played 
to a 2-2 tie in their first 
meeting. Newtown isn’t 
getting  ahead of itself.  

“We are worried about 
Bowne to be honest with 
you,” Wozniak said. “Bay-
side is very tough, but we 
are going to worry about 
our next opponent.

Newton

Continued from Page 47

Continued from Page 47

St. Francis Prep’s Steph Bogda serves ball during the CHSAA 
Girls Volleyball game between Fontbonne and St. Francis Prep 
on September 18. Photo by Robert Cole
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Arce, the mother of 
two children, graduated 
from Plaza College in 2010 
and got a job at a pediat-
ric practice. After years 

of hard work, she became 
the office manager and re-
turned to Plaza College.

She is completing her 
bachelor’s degree in patient 
information management. 

“I returned to school to 
continue my education and 
what better place than Pla-

za College,” she said. “And I 
no longer have a job. Now I 
have a career.”

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

vides our city with a man-
date to hasten our response 
to the climate change in a 
meaningful way. This new 
paradigm will encourage 
innovation, technological 
progress and legislation to 
continue our movement to-
wards a more sustainable 
and resilient city.”

The plan would de-
mand all public buildings 
be retrofitted to improve 
energy efficiency, expand 
the use of solar panels and 
provide financing help 
for clean energy improve-
ments. The city will try to 
make private property own-
ers do the same and if they 
don’t, Mayor de Blasio said, 
“We’ll work with them, 
we’ll incentivize, we’ll sup-
port. If that is not moving 
fast enough, we will move 
to mandates, because we 
have to get there. This is a 

matter of survival.”
The mayor made his 

comments during an im-
promptu press gathering 
following Sunday’s march. 

“We are now the larg-
est city on earth to adopt 
the 80-by-50 standard. My 
hope is that New York City’s 
example will resonate and 
build real momentum,” he 
said.

On Tuesday, the mayor 
helped open the United Na-
tions Climate Summit by 
delivering a three-minute 
speech that urged the peo-
ple of the world to change 
their ways for the sake of 
the planet. 

“We know human-
ity is facing an existential 
threat,” he said. “The cause 
is us, how we heat our 
homes, how we transport 
ourselves, the reckless way 
in which we live. This is an 
issue we all face. No one is 
spared. And our mutual 
need to survive should in-
still in us a kind of unity we 

so rarely experience.”
Constantinides added 

that Hurricane Sandy gave 
everyone in New Yorkers a 
preview of the dangers of 
climate change. 

“New York City saw 
it all firsthand,” he said. 
“Here we are nearly two 
years later and we’re still 
feeling the effects.”

Following the People’s 
Climate Change March, de 
Blasio agreed that Sandy 
was a wake-up call. 

“Sandy made it person-
al, made it immediate, add-
ed a sense of reality to this 
dynamic,” the mayor said. 
“There are other storms 
ahead, and they could be 
much worse, and our job is 
to fundamentally change 
the dynamic. And we have 
the power to do so. It will 
take radical change. It will 
take many sacrifices. But it 
can be done and it has to be 
done.”

the quality of life,” said 
Gary Rodney, the presi-
dent of the city’s Housing 
Development Corporation. 
“Selfhelp understands this 
and they have put a lot of 
thought and care into the 
design and function of this 
building. The community 
it fosters reaches beyond 
these walls.”

The system also allows 
residents to take classes, 
travel virtually to cultural 
institutions and even visit 
with friends and family.

Activity daily living 
monitors  and roll-in show-
ers were installed in all of 
the units, said Kaplan, who 
also touted the green infra-
structure in the building, 
such as its energy-efficient 
lighting systems.

The Charles B. Wang 
Community Health Cen-
ter, an affordable primary 
care provider which has 
facilities in Manhattan’s 
Chinatown and Flushing, 
is currently building a new 
center on the same site as 

the residence in conjunc-
tion with Selfhelp.

Roughly 80 percent 
of the building’s units are 
for seniors earning less 
than $23,240 a year, which 
is 60 percent of the area’s 
median income, or $26,560 
for households of two. The 
remaining units were re-
served for those earning 
less than 40 percent of the 
median income, which is 
$34,860 for individuals and 
$39,840 for a household of 
two.

“As one of our most 
vulnerable populations, 

senior citizens are often 
faced with living on a fixed 
income while expenses like 
housing medical care and 
other necessities continue 
to increase,” said Vicki 
Been, commissioner of the 
city’s Department of Hous-
ing, Preservation and De-
velopment. “Selfhelp has 
been a valued partner in de-
livering high-quality hous-
ing that provides access 
to a continuum of services 
that allow their tenants to 
age with dignity.”
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other areas remained open 
to drivers. The Queens of-
ficials argued this would 
have been easier to grap-
ple with than giving two 
weeks’ notice before shut-
ting a garage largely serv-
ing Queens Supreme Court 
and the civic hall visitors.

“Closing the Muni Lot 
will decrease the precious 
available public parking for 
two of the busiest govern-
ment buildings in the bor-
ough by nearly 500 spots in 
an area that is undergoing 
extensive construction, has 
a busy public school and 
where there is no available 

street parking,” the letter 
said.

The mayor’s office did 
not respond to requests for 
comment.

Consultants’ Febru-
ary 2014 study of the ga-
rage notes it has not had 
significant repairs since 
1985. The concrete was split 
and cracked, particularly 
beneath the roof, which has 
defective drains, the report 
said. Similarly a broken 
elevator, impassable stair 
towers and cracked asphalt 
were highlighted.

The consultants es-
timated it would be more 
cost effective to demol-
ish the garage than to pay 
roughly $44 million to re-
pair a structure with about 
15 years of use left, accord-

ing to a June 2014 letter 
from the city Department 
of Design and Construction 
to DOT.

“It is clear to us, based 
on a full review of the con-
sultant reports, that the 
DOT had a choice to repair 
or demolish the structure 
and DOT chose to demol-
ish,” the elected officials’ 
letter read. “The efficient 
functioning and operation 
of the Criminal Court and 
the Supreme Court would 
be severely hampered by 
DOT’s proposed immediate 
closure... the summons part 
alone attracts almost 80,000 
litigants a year to Borough 
Hall, not to mention the nu-
merous attorneys and fam-
ily members who accom-
pany the litigants.”

Continued from Page 4 

Garage tion,” he said. “I will be 
working closely with the 
community and my fellow 
elected officials to see if the 
proposed site in my district 
is the right fit before mak-
ing a final decision.”

Borough President 

Melinda Katz said she 
would welcome a stadium 
to Queens, but was unsure 
if the Aqueduct lot was an 
appropriate location.

“I don’t have the infor-
mation necessary to take a 
position,” she said. “What’s 
the cost? Are they paying 
for it? … How are we go-
ing to deal with the traffic? 
Is the MTA going to be in-
volved with the subway?”

Because Aqueduct 
uses the parking lot, the 
state’s Franchise Oversight 
Board would have to ap-
prove the move, according 
to Lee Park, a spokesman 
for the state Gaming Com-
mission.

Lee said the board did 
not know much about sta-
dium plans yet.

Continued from Page 5 
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Elected officials, government officials and Selfhelp princi-
ples celebrate the grand opening of the new building. 

Photo by Alex Robinson

can’t be out here every day, 
and this is a way for us to 
do it together.”

The street clean-up by 
the DOE Fund, which is set 
to begin in October, will 
help beautify the sidewalks 
in front of more than 300 
businesses located along 
both boulevards.

Lyle Sclair, executive 
director of the Bayside Vil-
lage BID, said the cleanup 
will ease some of the con-
cerns from business own-
ers along Bell Boulevard 
who worry that the increas-

ing amount of litter in front 
of their stores will result in 
fines and citations for them. 
He also said it would bring 
much needed assistance to 
the BID workers who al-
ready clean the streets of 
Bayside, who will continue 
working along sign the 
DOE Fund for the duration 
of this initiative.

“In these economic 
times, to have someone out-
side sweeping at all times 
of the day is someone who 
could be selling or doing 
books for you,” Sclair said. 
“This will bring us addi-
tional support. The BID 
does what they can, but we 
need all the help we can 

get.”
Chuck Apelian, vice 

chairman of Community 
Board 7, thanked Vallone 
for securing the funding 
allocation and said the 
money would help provide 
great improvements to the 
neighborhood.

“This is a thrilling 
day to know we are able to 
bring this type of funding 
and attention to this part of 
our community,” he said.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.
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FREE TRIAL

W
ith ad, expires 

11/30/2014.

Astoria 
43-32 Ditmars Blvd
Astoria, NY 11105
718-726-MATH

Parking Available

Bayside 
43-17 Bell Blvd

Bayside, NY 11361
718-747-MATH

Forest Hills 
108-14 72nd Ave

Forest Hills, NY 11375
718-544-MATH
Offering First Steps  

Program for  
4-6 year olds!

www.mathnasium.com

Get ready. Get set.
Get ahead.
 Now enrolling.

Math 
Enrichment

Test
Prep

Homework
Help

Math
Help

Register now for Mathnasium’s  Annual TriMathlon. FREE Event!
(Oct. 18-19)

At Mathnasium, we help kids in 1st-12th 
grade reach their potential in math by 
teaching in a way that makes sense to 
them. Kids leap way ahead – whether they 
started out far behind or already ahead in 
math. We make math make sense.


