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BY JUAN SOTO

Plaza College went 
from the agonizing tears of 
the fire that ripped through 
its campus in Jackson 
Heights in April to the tears 
of joy for inaugurating its 
state-of-the-art educational 

facility in Forest Hills.
The 98 year-old in-

stitution that offers busi-
ness and medical degrees 
opened its doors back in 
July at the Forest Hills 
Tower, at 118-33 Queens 
Blvd., after it was forced 
to move out because of the 
April 21 massive fire.

Because of the destruc-
tion of the old campus, doz-
ens of students took accel-
erated summers sessions 
to make up for time lost so 
they could graduate.

On Friday the campus 
held a ribbon cutting cere-
mony to mark a new begin-
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BY BILL PARRY
 

A unique food truck was 
serving up maple-themed lunches 
on Northern Boulevard near the 

Clocktower Building in Long Is-
land City last week. An eight-man 
work crew that dishes out maple 
grilled cheese sandwiches and 
beer-battered maple onion rings 

from the Snowday Food Truck are 
all formerly incarcerated youths.

“I got the idea when I was a 
teacher on Rikers Island,” said  
Jordyn Lexton, the truck’s op-

erator. “I wanted to help young 
people just out of prison, so I went 
back to school and learned how to 
start this kind of enterprise and 
we went into service in April.”

Lexton went on to create a 
non-profit called Drive Change 
that builds and operates its own 
food trucks that hire and train 
young people recently released 
from prison. Two members of the 
current crew are from Queens.

A half year later the Snow-
day Food Truck won the Vendy 
Award as the Rookie of the Year, 
part of a showcase for the city’s 
best street food vendors. 

“Winning that prestigious 
award was a huge piece of it,” Lex-
ton said. “The pride factor is now 
very big on that truck, but to be 
the best program you have to be 
the best business.”

The truck sets up shop most 
Wednesdays at the Falchi Build-
ing, at 31-00 47th Ave. in Long 
Island City, the Brooklyn Navy 
Yards on Thursdays and Gover-
nors Island on the weekends. It is 
facilitated by the Fortune Society, 
the Long Island City organization 
that promotes alternatives to in-

  BALL FOUR!

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Major League soccer is not 
blowing the whistle on scoring a 
stadium in Queens.

Back when MLS announced 
its New York City Football 
Club franchise in May 2013, the 
TimesLedger Newspapers spotted 
three locations on its list of 24 po-
tential stadium sites — a central 
Queens spot, an Astoria location 
and a lot adjacent to Aqueduct 
Racetrack.

The club initially pursued 
plans for an elevated stadium in 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 
but dropped the bid amid stiff 
community opposition.

With the Bronx borough 
president beckoning the team to 
head north, it began negotiating 
for land near Yankee Stadium 
— the baseball team and an Abu 
Dhabi sheik co-own the club. But 
those familiar with the league’s 
pursuit said talks stalled in the 
mainland borough.

Though other locations have 
been mentioned — state Sen. Jo-
seph Addabbo (D-Howard Beach) 

BY JUAN SOTO

Only days before a woman was injured while 
riding a commuter van in southeast Queens, City 
Councilman I. Daneek Miller (D-St. Albans), at a 
Primary Day campaign event  in downtown Ja-
maica, asked one of his aides, “Did you see that? 

Miller urges TLC to stop 
unsafe illegal dollar vans

MLS considers 
soccer stadium

at Aqueduct

Ex-cons staff Vendy food truck
Eight-man work crew captures Rookie of the Year award for best street fare

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 8 Continued on Page 10

Plaza College fi nds new home

Community members, students and 
elected officials attend the Plaza College 
official opening at its new campus in 
Forest Hills. Photo by Nat Valentine

Rick Stiefvater hurls a pitch during the 14th Annual Major League Wheelchair Softball Tournament at Citi Field. See 
story Page 4. Photo by Chris Palermo
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BY BILL PARRY

A wave of nostalgia 
passed over a bustling cor-
ner in Sunnyside Saturday 
afternoon. 

 Longtime residents 
joined community leaders 
and former prizefighters 
outside the Wendy’s, at 44-
11 Queens Blvd., for the 
renaming of 45th Street 
in honor of the Sunnyside 
Gardens Arena, a historic 
sporting venue that stood 
on the site from 1945 to 1970 
and remains part of the 
neighborhood’s fabric to 
this day.

Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
joined members of Ring 8 
Veterans Boxing Associa-
tion, a fraternity of retired 
boxers, in dedicating Sun-
nyside Gardens Arena Way 
as a vintage ring bell was 
struck ten times to honor 
the fighters who made the 
building famous. 

“We should all re-
member the building and 
the men who fought here 
by unveiling this street 
sign to remind everyone of 
this special and hallowed 
ground,” Van Bramer said. 

Floyd Patterson, Emil 
Griffith, Jose Torres and 
Vito Antuofermo were all 
world champion boxers who 
fought in the storied red-
brick arena. Gerry Cooney 
had his first professional 
bout there and actor Tony 
Danza stepped in the same 
ring several times before 
moving on to TV sitcoms 
like “Taxi” and “Who’s the 
Boss” in the ‘70s and  ‘80s.

“Danza is better ac-
tor than he was a fighter,” 
84-year-old photographer 
Frank Carrado said. “He 
wasn’t too good in the 
ring. Heystacks Calhoun 
wrestled here.  Now he was 
something else.”

Railroad magnate Jay 
Gould built a private ten-
nis club for the rich on the 
site in the late 1800s and 
his descendants sold it to 
developers who opened the 

sporting arena in 1945. 
“That’s when all our 

GIs were coming back from 
World War II,” Ring 8 Presi-
dent Bob Duffy said. “So 
many professional fighters 
had to put their careers on 
hold during the war. This 
is where they came to re-
start things and it revital-
ized the whole neighbor-
hood. The crowds would fill 
the restaurants and bars 
all around here on fight 
night.”

The neighborhood was 
more rough-and-tumble 
back then. “You had this bar 
called Gildea’s around the 
corner and the boxers and 
their fans would go their af-
terwards,” United Forties 
President Don McCallian 
said. “The old saying was 
if you were too late for the 
fight card at the arena, you 
go there because the under-
card would get started after 
the third round of drinks.”

Longtime Sunnyside 
resident George Kowalski 
remembered steering clear 
of Gildea’s as a young man. 
“That place was a bucket of 
blood,” he said. “The owner 
John was the scariest man 
in the neighborhood. He 
had meathooks for hands 
and he was never shy about 
using them.”

McCallian remembers 
something more intimidat-
ing at the arena. 

“They used to have 

Bingo here and that was 
a very big deal for the la-
dies,” he said. “God forbid 
you made too much noise 
and they couldn’t hear the 
numbers getting called. 
Oh boy, you’d be in serious 
trouble with them then.”

Sunnyside Gardens 
Arena also hosted a cam-
paign rally for presidential 
candidate John F. Kennedy 
in 1960, a highly competi-
tive industrial basketball 
league and women’s roller 
derby. Lifelong Sunnyside 
resident Leonore Lanzillot-
ti skated with The Chiefs, 
but only for a short while. 
“When my father found out 
about it, he said no daugh-
ter of mine is doing roller 
derby,” she said. “The girl 
that replaced me smashed 
her face very badly crash-
ing into the rail. I thought 
it safer to go into entertain-
ment.”

Lanziollotti went on to 
star in the City Opera Com-
pany and perform with the 
Guy Lombardo Orchestra. 
Her father was legendary 
state Sen. Carlo Lanziollot-
ti, who had his own street-
naming just a few blocks 
away in 2012.

Dave Diamante, the 
public address voice of 
Brooklyn’s Barclays Center 
for Nets games and box-
ing events, was on hand to 
emcee the ceremony Satur-
day. 

Sunnyside street renamed 
for famous boxing arena

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer remembers the past with mem-
bers of the Ring 8 Veterans Boxing Association in Sunnyside. 

Photo by Bill Parry
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BY BILL PARRY

New York City took 
center stage of the planet’s 
climate change crisis and a 
city councilman from Asto-
ria was the point man. 

Costa Constantinides’ 
(D-Astoria) bill to reduce 
carbon emissions became 
part of the Council’s plat-
form to combat climate 
change Friday, assuring its 
passage and Mayor Bill de 
Blasio advanced the legis-
lation Sunday after an es-
timated 400,000 people took 
part in the People’s Climate 
Change March on Manhat-
tan’s West Side.

“Climate change is the 
overarching issue here and 
it was very humbling to see 
400,000 people coming to-
gether with one voice,” Con-
stantinides said following 
the march. His legislation, 
proposed in June, would re-
duce greenhouse emissions 
by 80 percent from 2005 lev-
els by 2050 and eliminate 
them almost entirely by the 

end of the century. 
“This is a bill that will 

help us move in the right 
direction. New York has 
to lead the nation and the 
world on this,” Constan-
tinides said. “INT. 378 pro-
vides our city with a man-
date to hasten our response 
to the climate change in a 

meaningful way. This new 
paradigm will encourage 
innovation, technological 
progress and legislation to 
continue our movement to-
wards a more sustainable 
and resilient city.”

The plan would de-
mand all public buildings 
be retrofitted to improve 

energy efficiency, expand 
the use of solar panels and 
provide financing help 
for clean energy improve-
ments. The city will try to 
make private property own-
ers do the same and if they 
don’t, Mayor de Blasio said, 
“We’ll work with them, 
we’ll incentivize, we’ll sup-

port. If that is not moving 
fast enough, we will move 
to mandates, because we 
have to get there. This is a 
matter of survival.”

The mayor made his 
comments during an im-
promptu press gathering 
following Sunday’s march. 

“We are now the larg-
est city on earth to adopt 
the 80-by-50 standard. My 
hope is that New York City’s 
example will resonate and 
build real momentum,” he 
said.

On Tuesday, the mayor 
helped open the United Na-
tions Climate Summit by 
delivering a three-minute 
speech that urged the peo-
ple of the world to change 
their ways for the sake of 
the planet. 

“We know human-
ity is facing an existential 
threat,” he said. “The cause 
is us, how we heat our 
homes, how we transport 
ourselves, the reckless way 
in which we live. This is an 
issue we all face. No one is 

spared. And our mutual 
need to survive should in-
still in us a kind of unity we 
so rarely experience.”

Constantinides added 
that Hurricane Sandy gave 
everyone in New Yorkers a 
preview of the dangers of 
climate change. 

“New York City saw 
it all firsthand,” he said. 
“Here we are nearly two 
years later and we’re still 
feeling the effects.”

Following the People’s 
Climate Change March, de 
Blasio agreed that Sandy 
was a wake-up call. 

“Sandy made it person-
al, made it immediate, add-
ed a sense of reality to this 
dynamic,” the mayor said. 
“There are other storms 
ahead, and they could be 
much worse, and our job is 
to fundamentally change 
the dynamic. And we have 
the power to do so. It will 
take radical change. It will 
take many sacrifices. But it 
can be done and it has to be 
done.”

Costa Constantantinides (r.) joins fellow City Council members during the People’s Climate Change 
March. Photo courtesy Costa Constantinides

Costa takes center stage in city climate stance

BY JUAN SOTO

Queens said goodbye 
to one of its adopted and 
most famous sons.

Clayton Lawrence, a 
pioneering pilot member of 
the first group of African-
American aviators who 
fought in World War II, died 
Sept. 8 at Jamaica Hospital 
due to cardiac arrest.

He was one of the bom-
bardiers of the group that 
later became known as 
Tuskegee Airmen.

The wake for Lawrence 
was held at the Springfield 
Gardens United Methodist 
Church United Lawrence 
Sept. 18. He was laid to rest 
at Calverton National Cem-
etery in Riverhead, L.I.

Lawrence was 90.
“He had a military cer-

emony,” said Virginia Har-
dy, one of his daughters. “It 
was dignifying.”

Lawrence, a Brook-

lyn native who moved to 
Springfield Gardens in 
1955, was arrested when he 
protested against black of-
ficers not being permitted 
to enter the Freeman Army 
Airfield in Indiana in 1945.

During the so-called 
Freeman Field Mutiny, 162 
black officers were arrest-
ed, some more than once, in 
an attempt to break down 
the racial barrier of the all-
white men’s club. 

The episode, according 
to historians, contributed 
to the eventual desegrega-
tion of the Army.

Lawrence was one 
of the first black officers 
placed in the 477th Bomb 
Group. He was an active 
member of the National 
Organization of Turkegee 
Airman, Inc. 

In 2007, President 
George W. Bush awarded 
about  300 Tuskegee Air-
men, Lawrence included, 

the Congressional Gold 
Medal of Honor.  

Lawerence also re-
ceived a congressional 
award presented by U.S. 
Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-
Jamaica).   

The Tuskegee Airmen 
fought the Nazis interna-

tionally and discrimina-
tion domestically.

“They went to war and 
fought,” Hardy said. “Then 
they came home and fought 
the second battle: racism.”

Hardy said her father 
didn’t talk much about his 
experience to her or her 

three siblings.
But when she was hav-

ing difficulties with her 
advanced degree in admin-
istration, planning and so-
cial policy at Harvard Uni-
versity, Lawrence stepped 
in and told her about his 
struggles back then. 

It was 1990. 
“He basically never 

spoke about Tuskegee Air-
man until I had problems 
at school,” said Hardy. “He 
then told me his story.”

Hardy said the struggle 
his father and his fellow pi-
lots went through “took my 
mind off my situation and I 
ended up graduating.”

When Lawrence was 
discharged from active duty 
to the military reserves, he 
went back to school and 
earned a bachelor’s degree 
in economics from Brook-
lyn College.  

He was then called 
to serve as a bombardier 

in the B29’s Strategic Air 
Command in the Korean 
War.

Lawrence met his wife, 
Mathilda, while at Brook-
lyn College. They married 
in 1949 right after gradu-
ation. They were together 
until Mathilda died in 1979. 
He was a tax assessor for 
the New York City Finance 
Administration for 27 years 
until he retired.

In 2012, Lawrence and 
other Tuskegee Airmen 
joined President Barack 
Obama for a screening 
of the film “Red Tails,” a 
World War II movie profil-
ing some of the Tuskegee 
veterans.

“They made their 
mark,” his daughter said.

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Clayton Lawrence (l.) during World War II, and the aviator in a more 
recent picture. Photo courtesy Clayton Lawrence family.

Springfi eld Gds. bids farewell to Tuskeegee Airman
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica) hailed 
some $137 million set aside 
for shoring up the subway 
system in southern Queens, 
but Rockaway ferry advo-
cates said he left the boats’ 
future unmoored.

Meeks and the New 
York City congressional del-
egation announced Monday 
they had secured billions in 
funding for flood resiliency 
projects after applying for 
competitive Federal Tran-
sit Administration grants 
two years ago.

With U.S. Department 
of Transportation Secre-
tary Anthony Foxx at his 
side, Meeks said the city’s 
elected officials won about 
$1.9 billion for the Metro-
politan Transportation 
Authority and the Port 
Authority in addition to 
roughly $200 million for the 
city Department of Trans-
portation.

The congressman said 

$137 million was set aside 
for protecting the Rock-
away subway line, which 
was shut for seven months 
after Hurricane Sandy 
washed over its tracks in 
October 2012. The funding 
will also help protect flood 
prone A train stops, such 
as the Howard Beach and 
Broad Channel stations.

“It’s tremendous, as I 
look at it, particularly with 
regards to the Rockaways,” 
Meeks said. “We had seven 
months without the subway 
system... and that crippled 
all of the Rockaways be-
cause you couldn’t get 
across the bridge.”

Another $617 million 
from the federal govern-
ment would fund redesigns 
of 10 subway yards, includ-
ing those in the Rockaways 
and Queens, to ensure their 
perimeter protections, 
drainage system and pump-
ing equipment meets the 
standards expected to last 
another century.

Hours after Meeks 
touted the funding outside 

the Staten Island ferry ter-
minal in downtown Man-
hattan, close to 30 gathered 
there Monday evening to 
rally for the funding nec-
essary to continue run-
ning the Rockaway ferry 
after Oct. 31, according to 
Michael O’Reilly.  That a 
portion of the federal fund-
ing was bound for the con-
struction of ferry boats and 
terminals for the Staten Is-
land service was not lost on 
the protestors.

“I find it interesting 
that our own Congressman 
Meeks and Sen. Schumer 
have been tenacious in 
securing $190 million to 
help fund the Staten Island 
ferry and have been silent 
in helping Rockaway and 
Brooklyn in their ferry,” 
said O’Reilly, a Broad 
Channel resident who rides 
the Rockaway ferry to work 
in Manhattan. “I was abso-
lutely shocked — $190 mil-
lion, 1 percent of that would 
fund our ferry for a year, or 
maybe 2 percent.”

Meeks said the grants 

only applied to capital con-
struction projects, not oper-
ation costs, as were needed 
in Rockaway. 

But he said he would 
continue trying to convince 
Mayor Bill de Blasio the 
ferry was worth funding 
and explore how he may be 
able to secure some of the 
remaining Sandy-related 
federal capital construc-
tion money for the city, in 
exchange for it transfer-
ring funding to the Rock-
away route. Money for the 
ferry did not make it into 
the city’s budget. 

“This  about 10 percent 
of the money that was ini-
tially promised,” Meeks 
said of the recent alloca-
tions. “Overall, there is 10 
percent to go... I’m trying to 
think outside of the box.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at stran gle@c n-
gloc al.com.

 

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks announces federal funding for transportation projects in Queens, including subway work, but not for the 
Rockaway Ferry. Photo courtesy Gregory Meeks’ Office

Meeks touts transit funding
Rockaway ferry advocates contend lawmaker neglected them

BY KELSEY DURHAM

For the athletes in the 
Wheelchair Sports Fed-
eration, there is not much 
their physical limitations 
can stop them from doing.

Flushing played host 
to the 14th annual Wheel-
chair Softball Tournament 
last week as dozens of par-
ticipants spent Thursday 
and Friday competing in 
a makeshift field in the 
parking lot of Citi Field. 
The double elimination, 
bracket-style tournament 
allowed the four teams who 
played this year to compete 
in seven-inning games for 
the title of champion.

The New York Mets 
have sponsored the event 
since it started more than a 
decade ago, and three other 
Major League Baseball or-
ganizations — the Chicago 
Cubs, the Boston Red Sox 
and the New York Yankees 
— sponsored teams in this 
year’s tournament as well. 
The players ranged in age 
and skill level, and the only 
requirement to participate 
in the tournament was that 
players be confined to a 
wheelchair.

“The enjoyment comes 
from seeing everyone hav-
ing a good time knowing 
this is not a normal oppor-
tunity,” said John Hamre, 
president of the Wheelchair 
Sports Federation. “It’s a 
good opportunity for peer-

to-peer interaction, which 
is one of the greatest things 
about this.”

Hamre said the tour-
nament follows the rules 
of softball as closely as pos-
sible, only making a few 
changes in order to adapt to 
the use of wheelchairs. He 
said many of the athletes 
love playing so much that 
they also take advantage of 
other wheelchair sports, in-
cluding basketball, tennis, 
sled hockey and football.

“It’s a lot more difficult 
than people think and very 
competitive,” Hamre said. 
“You see the competition of 
this when you watch. These 
guys argue every call.”

David Deas, a Howard 
Beach resident who has 
been playing in the wheel-
chair tournament at Citi 
Field since it began 14 years 
ago, said he has come back 
every year because of the 
friendships he has made 
with people experiencing 
the same things he is.

“You get to see a lot of 
good friends here and the 
team itself is like a brother-
hood,” Deas said. “We talk 
and share stories, a lot of us 
have been playing together 
for a long time.”

Deas also said he likes 
the competitive nature of 
the game and said it gives 
him an opportunity to con-
tinue honoring his love for 
athletics while in a wheel-
chair.

Players compete in the 14th Annual Major League Wheelchair 
Softball Tournament at Citi Field. Photo by Chris Palermo

Wheelchair softball 
comes to Citi Field
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There is a well-established support system 

in place for bereaved spouses and children of 

deceased, uniformed New York City employ-

ees, such as cops and firefighters. That’s a good 

thing, but the options may be limited for the av-

erage family struggling with a similar tragedy.

The Rubinhaim Foundation hopes to amend 

the disadvantage by opening the nation’s first 

free day care facility in Forest Hills, N.Y., for 

children trying to come to terms with the devas-

tating loss of their mother or father. Angels Day 

Care Center will help widowed parents establish 

a stable environment for their children, while 

leading them through the painful transition to 

their new normalcy, pledge its founders, who en-

courage you to leave your own lasting imprint 

with a generous donation at a fundraiser on Oct. 

7 to help finance the project construction — with 

a ground-breaking planned for the fall. 

The red-carpet banquet at Da Mikele Illagio 

Palace, 79-17 Albion Avenue in Elmhurst, N.Y., 

promises to be a one-of-a-kind affair, sponsored 

by Manhattan’s finest barbershops, Reamir & 

Co (reamir.com) and hosted by Z100’s Skeery 

Jones, with an international feast prepared by 

master chef Mikele Zavolunov. A celebrity-stud-

ded line-up of stars and performances includes 

Dancing with the Stars ballroom battle winner, 

Allen Genkin and ballroom champion Amanda 

Spivack, the legendary Rose Sisters, Manolo the 

sound of Gipsy Kings, Nick Z from Comedy Cen-

tral and Saturday Night Live, Kelly Bensimon of 

The Real Housewives of New York, and interna-

tional instrumentalist Didula.

All eyes, of course, will be on the prize — a 

brand new Angels Day Care Center, where a 

highly qualified, specially trained staff will do 

its best to provide fragile children with a qual-

ity education, plus the sensitivity, understand-

ing, and emotional support they deserve on their 

path to recovery and independence. An added 

boost? An on-site chef will prepare delicious, 

homemade, organic meals three times daily, so 

that young ones can nourish their mind, body, 

and spirit while they learn the support skills 

needed to cope with their lasting grief.

For more information about the Oct. 7 gala and 

Angels Day Care Center, visit www.Rubinhaim.

org or contact info@ rubinhaim.org. All forms of 

donations are now being accepted, and parts of 

the facility will be dedicated to generous donors.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

First Annual Celebrity Red Carpet Fundraiser Gala 

ALL PROCEEDS ARE 100% TAX DEDUCTIBLE. THE RUBINHAIM FOUNDATION IS A 501(3)C NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION
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BY KELSEY DURHAM
 
City Councilman Paul 

Vallone (D-Bayside) joined 
workers from the DOE 
Fund in College Point this 
week to announce a $67,000 
funding allocation that 
will allow the organization 
to clean up the streets of 
northeast Queens.

Vallone stood beside 
community leaders and lo-
cal business owners Mon-
day morning as he formally 
announced the initiative 
that designed to remove 
garbage and debris from 
two main stretches of road 
in his council district. The 
money will provide clean-
up programs for Bell Bou-
levard in Bayside, between 
35th Avenue and 45th Drive, 
and College Point Boule-
vard between 14th and 23rd 
Avenues.

“When I first took of-
fice, I said that College 
Point will always have the 
same seat in the district as 
the other neighborhoods,” 
Vallone said, standing in 
front of Cascarino’s Pizza 
on College Point Boulevard. 
“So when we were asked 
where we wanted to put this 
clean-up initiative, where 
better than in the heart of 
College Point with all these 
great businesses?”

Vallone called the sec-
tion of College Point, along 
with the stretch of Bell 
Boulevard that will receive 
maintenance, two “thriv-
ing economic sectors” of 
northeast Queens and said 
the funding will go a long 
way toward helping the 
hundreds of businesses in 
the area continue to suc-
ceed.

BY KELSEY DURHAM

The future of a Bayside 
car dealership now rests in 
the borough president’s 
hands.

Melinda Katz held a 
hearing at her office last 
week to hear arguments 
from Star Toyota, at 205-11 
Northern Blvd., about its 
request to renew a variance 
to continue operating at the 
location. The application 
was denied unanimously 
by Community Board 11 
at its meeting earlier this 
month, but the final deci-
sion now belongs to Katz.

CB 11 cited several 
reasons for asking the bor-
ough president to consider 
denying the request from 
Star Toyota, including a 
handful of alleged variance 
violations that the board 
members say have led to 
neighbors complaining 
about the business inter-
fering with their quality of 
life.

The attorney repre-
senting the dealership who 
spoke at the Sept. 18 hear-
ing did not return a request 
for comment.

Henry Euler, a mem-
ber of CB 11 and first vice 
president of the Auburn-
dale Improvement Associa-
tion, said the owner of the 
dealership, John Koufakis, 
has violated the current 
variance over the past five 
years by using the build-
ing’s side parking lot as 

a sales showroom rather 
than for parking for his 
employees and customers 
as agreed upon when the 
variance was last renewed 
in 2009. The community 
board said this has led to 
severe parking problems 
on streets surrounding the 
business, and Euler said 
neighbors have begun com-
plaining about noise from 
shoppers testing out cars.

“We just want him to 
be a good neighbor, that’s 
basically what it’s all 
about,” said Euler. “If he’s 
a good neighbor and he’s 

cooperative and does what 
he should, everyone will be 
happy.”

Euler said the dealer-
ship has also rattled neigh-
bors by taking almost a 
year to put up a fence the 
variance required him to 
have and by leaving the 
gates to the dealership open 
at night, which homeown-
ers fear is inviting trouble 
to the area.

“We’ve tried talking 
to him and everything we 
have tried doesn’t seem 
to work with him,” Euler 
said. “The community is at 

its wits end.”
Euler, who was one 

of four CB 11 members 
who spoke at the meeting 
at Katz’s office last week, 
said the borough presi-
dent seemed to listen care-
fully to both sides of the 
argument. He said if Katz 
denied the variance, Star 
Toyota would have to move 
its business to a new place, 
but Euler said it is rare for 
variances to be denied and 
he does not anticipate that 
happening.

Council Member Paul Vallone speaks at a press conference to an-
nounce a $68,000 allocation through the NYC Cleanup Initiative 
for the DOE Fund to clean and maintain large segments of Bell 
Boulevard and College Point Boulevard. Photo by Chris Palermo

The fate of the Toyota dealership at 205-11 Northern Blvd., which has been using it’s parking lot as a 
sales showroom and has led to parking problems on streets surrounding the business, is now in the 
hands of Borough President Melinda Katz. Photo by Chris Palermo

Clean streets coming
to northeast Queens

Auto dealer awaits decision
Borough president to have fi nal say on fate of Bayside’s Star Toyota
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QPTV WINS 
2014 HOMETOWN 

MEDIA AWARDS!

 
The 2014 Hometown Media Awards Ceremony 
was held in Philadelphia, PA, during the 

Alliance for Community Media Conference and 
Exhibition. Community Access colleagues 

from across the nation attended the annual 
event, where QPTV received three awards:

 QPTV Presents: Queens Perspectives and A 
Clip in Time “Still Grieving”  News CategoryQPTV Presents: Understanding Mental 

Illness “Journeys” (Episode 4)   
Informational Talk Show CategoryQPTV’s website, www.QPTV.org 

Website for Access Centers Category

For more information contact Roslyn Nieves, Community Development Manager: (718) 886-8160 ext. 324  communitydevelopment@qptv.org 

41-61 Kissena Boulevard, Suite 2077, Flushing, New York, 11355 FAX (718) 886-8168 |  QPTV Information Line (718) 886-4880

Queens  Publ ic  Te lev is ion   ·   Danie l  J .  Leone ,  Pres ident/CEO   ·   Board  of  D i rectors   Patr ick  J .  D iMotta ,  Cha i rman  ·  

Nay ibe  Berger  ,  Sandra  De lson ,  Stuart  Domber ,   John  B .  Haney ,  A l f red  Harr is ,   Henry  Kee ,  Joan  Serrano-Laufer ,  Ruth  Schlossman
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carceration.
Lexton is also involved 

with the Entrepreneur 
Space, the kitchen incuba-
tor run by the Queens Eco-
nomic Development Corp. 

“We cook our menu 
and do all of our food prepa-
ration at the E-Space,” Lex-
ton said. 

The Fortune Society 
also teaches a culinary art 
class at the venue and some 
of the students in training 
will work on the truck.

“The workers are be-
tween the ages of 16 and 26 
and they do rotations of six 
to eight months,” Lexton 
said. “Two have already 
transitioned to full-time 
jobs and one went back to 
school.”

Lexton calls the Snow-
day Food Truck a vehicle 
for social justice where 
young people with criminal 
histories can live crime-
free, with bright futures 
full of opportunity. 

“We recruit them when 
they get out and we help 

them stay out,” she said.
The food that is served 

from the truck is made of 
ingredients sourced mostly 
from New York state and lo-
cal urban farms. Lexton de-
veloped the maple-themed 
menu based on French-
Canadian cooking. It was 
on a trip to Canada that she 
was inspired not just for 

the menu but for the name 
of the truck.

“The whole idea of a 
snow day represents the 
ultimate joy and freedom,” 
she said. “That’s what we 
strive to create for the 
crew.”

Continued from Page 1 

Vendy
Take photos.”

He was referring to 
“dollar vans” that were op-
erating illegally and mak-
ing U-turns in the middle 
of Archer Avenue to pick 
up passengers.

Now the lawmaker 
has asked the Taxi and 
Limousine Commission to 
improve the safety of the 
commuter van industry. 
He also wants law enforce-
ment agencies to crack 
down on its illegal driv-
ers.  

“It is apparent that 
the Taxi and Limousine 
Commission...has ignored 
the need for safe and re-
liable transportation in 
southeast Queens,” Miller 
said.“They have ignored 
our concerns, which we 
have expressed multiple 
times.”

The legislator sent 
a letter to Meera Joshi, 
chairwoman of the TLC, 
in which he calls for a tem-
porary suspension of all 
commuter van approvals 

and renewals.
Miller wants Joshi 

to “spearhead a reform of 
this industry that goes be-
yond surface measures.”

The request was a 
response to a high speed 
chase by the NYPD of an 
illegal commuter van driv-
er that left an innocent 
woman in the hospital af-
ter she jumped from the 
vehicle trying to escape on 
Sept. 14.  

The TLC “has a strong 
track record of working 
closely with elected offi-
cials and community lead-
ers to advance the goal 

of safer transportation,” 
a spokesman for the city 
agency said. “We place a 
high value on their input 
on this as well as other is-
sues, and we look forward 
to having productive dis-
cussions.”

According to the TLC, 
so far this year 391 vans 
were seized for operating 
illegally. 

There are 464 com-
muter vans licensed in the 
city and 48 licensed com-
muter vans operators. Out 
of the 48, 36 are based in 
Queens.

Continued from Page 1 

Vans

I. Daneek Miller (l.) wants the TLC to step in and keep an eye on 
illegal commuter vans. Photo by Nat Valentine

Drive Change founder Jordyn Lexton talks to some staffers of the 
Long Island City Partnership. Photo by Bill Parry
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

WILLS & REAL ESTATE
PERSONAL INJURY

No-Fault Cases

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

 

718-996-5600
 

646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
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ning.
Borough President 

Melinda Katz grabbed the 
gigantic red scissors that 
perfectly matched the rib-
bon to officially opened the 
college. 

The fall semester at the 
new location began with a 
student enrollment of more 
than 800 people.  

Plaza College offers a 
bachelor’s degree and five 
associate degrees in busi-
ness, as well as a bachelor’s 
and three associates in al-
lied health.       

“This is a story 100 
years in the making,” 
said Charles Callahan IV, 
master of ceremonies and 
grandson of the college’s 
president, Charles Calah-
han.

Although Plaza College 
had planned to relocate its 
campus to two floors of the 
17-story Forest Hills Tower, 
the college was able to ac-
celerate the move because 

of the enormous coopera-
tion from Muss Develop-
ment LLC, the building’s 
owner.

Katz presented a cita-
tion to the Muss family for 
making the move fast and 
possible.

“Plaza College is com-
mitted to this borough,” 
Katz said. “It is an amazing 
asset for Queens.”

College personnel, 
elected officials, students 
and other guests enjoyed 
the ceremony held at the 
college’s outdoor garden  
that included live music 
from a pianist and a catered 
lunch.

During the event, peo-
ple remembered the mas-
sive fired that engulfed Pla-
za College and 50 businesses 
back in April in the Bruson 
Building at 74-09 37th Ave. 
in Jackson Heights.

“That night, the night 
of the fire, there was a will 
to survive,” said Calla-
hahn, who is also director 
of strategic initiatives.

The campus has new 
medical classrooms and 
laboratories, a campus 

store, a cafe and a student 
commons that leads to the 
outdoor pavilion.

“The new home for 
Plaza College is nothing 
but electrifying,” said Me-
linda Negron, a business 
management senior. “This 
is only the beginning.”

Stacy Arce, as well as 
Negron, were at the inaugu-
ration of the new campus. 

Arce, the mother of 
two children, graduated 
from Plaza College in 2010 
and got a job at a pediat-
ric practice. After years 
of hard work, she became 
the office manager and re-
turned to Plaza College.

She is completing her 
bachelor’s degree in patient 
information management. 

“I returned to school to 
continue my education and 
what better place than Pla-
za College,” she said. “And I 
no longer have a job. Now I 
have a career.”

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.

said soccer officials visited 
him in Albany and raised 
the idea of a stadium near 
Belmont racetrack in Long 
Island; and urban planner 
Paul Graziano, who helped 
fight the park plan, said a 
western Staten Island site 
had been explored — many 
said the league seemed to 
have its sights on South 
Ozone Park.

In a statement, the 
club said only that it was 
reviewing several undis-
closed locations.

Addabbo said MLS 
was interested in a parking 
lot south of the horse track, 
which he believed was 
owned by the city, but un-
der a long-term lease agree-
ment with Port Authority.

“It’s city land, the may-
or’s office has every right 
to administer the property. 
But what do you do with the 
Port Authority lease, just 
break it?” asked Addabbo, 
who currently opposes 
the idea. “We would have 
to have long discussions 

about infrastructure and 
roadway upgrades.”

Neither the mayor’s 
office nor Port Authority 
returned requests for com-
ment.

Similarly, Ozone Park 
Civic Association President 
Howard Kamph said any 
uptick in traffic concerned 
him. 

“There’s only one 
train line. There is no ma-
jor roadways there but the 
Belt Parkway. The Van 
Wyck is already bad,” he 
said. “There is only one 
road into the casino.”

Resorts World declined 
to comment.

The development 
would likely go through the 
Uniform Land Use Review 
procedure, which sends 
proposals to the relevant 
community board for dis-
cussion, the borough presi-
dent for recommendations, 
the City Planning Com-
mission for approval and 
then the City Council for a 
vote. Typically, legislators 
defer to the lawmaker who 
represents the district in 
question — in this case City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park).

In a statement, Ulrich 
said he was open to the sta-
dium.

“A soccer stadium 
would create jobs, stimu-
late economic development 
and make Queens the city’s 
premier sports destina-
tion,” he said. “I will be 
working closely with the 
community and my fellow 
elected officials to see if the 
proposed site in my district 
is the right fit before mak-
ing a final decision.”

Borough President 
Melinda Katz said she 
would welcome a stadium 
to Queens, but was unsure 
if the Aqueduct lot was an 
appropriate location.

“I don’t have the infor-
mation necessary to take a 
position,” she said. “What’s 
the cost? Are they paying 
for it? … How are we go-
ing to deal with the traffic? 
Is the MTA going to be in-
volved with the subway?”

Because Aqueduct 
uses the parking lot, the 
state’s Franchise Oversight 
Board would have to ap-
prove the move, according 
to Lee Park, a spokesman 
for the state Gaming Com-
mission.

Continued from Page 1 

MLS

Continued from Page 1 

Plaza
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