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A message from 

the new president of CNG:

October is Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month, and a 
time for all of us to redou-

ble our efforts to eradicate the sec-
ond-leading killer of women in the 
United States. 

When my husband and I bought 
Community News Group in June, 

we realized we were taking on 
a big responsibility. Our 

publications reach more 
than a million New 

Yorkers each 
week, of-
fering us 

a broad plat-
form to support 

causes that can im-
pact our readers and 

wider communities. 
We are a family who lives 

and works in New York City, and we 
are committed to giving back to the 
communities we serve. Our pink 
edition for Breast Cancer Aware-

ness Month is just the fi rst step to-
wards meeting that goal. 

Like most people, we have had 
friends and family who have bat-
tled cancer, including a close friend 
who has survived three bouts with 
breast cancer. 

Anyone who has watched the im-
pact of this terrible disease on suffer-
ers and their loved ones understands 
the urgent need to fi nd a cure. 

The numbers from the American 
Cancer Society are sobering:

• One in eight women is diag-
nosed with breast cancer in their 
lifetime.

• More than 630 women are diag-
nosed with breast cancer every day.

• Nearly 110 of them die every 24 
hours.

• Around 430 men will lose their 
lives to breast cancer this year.

The good news is that better 
early detection and treatment 
therapies are boosting survival 
rates. 

We are pleased to note that some 
of the best work against breast can-

cer is being done in the metropoli-
tan area. Our medical institutions 
are pushing the limits of possibil-
ity with their surgical excellence, 
playing pivotal roles in discovering 
the genes that cause breast cancer, 
leading to surgical techniques that 
are now treatment gold standards. 

At the grass-roots level, a 
groundswell of community support 
is fi nancing critical breast cancer 
studies with innovative fund-rais-
ers around town. 

Thanks to the support of our ad-
vertisers, we’re donating $7,500 — 
and will provide free promotional 
services — to the American Cancer 
Society’s “Making Strides Against 
Breast Cancer” campaign, whose 
annual October walk at locations 
in each of the fi ve borough raised 
nearly $6 million last year to help 
battle the disease.

Community News Group is 
proud to partner with Maimonides 
Medical Center, Eastchester Cen-
ter for Cancer Care, Aviator Sports 
and Events Center, Coney Island 
Hospital, Estée Lauder Companies, 
Flushing Hospital Medical Center, 
Jamaica Hospital Medical Center, 
Queens County Savings Bank, Win-
throp University Hospital and all 
of this week’s advertisers in pre-
senting our commemorative pink 
edition in honor of the Pink Rib-
bon campaign founded by the Es-
tée Lauder Companies that is now 
recognized as a worldwide symbol 
of breast health.

We hope our pink papers will en-
courage our readers to turn to their 
families and friends and ask if they 
have been screened, or offer to go 
with them for this critical, life-sav-
ing examination. 
 Jennifer Goodstein

WHY WE’RE 

PINK 
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO

Big-hearted New York-
ers raised nearly $6 million 
for the American Cancer 
Society in the Making 
Strides Against Breast Can-
cer walk last year, bringing 
us one step closer to a cure.

We can all step up the 
action for walk 2014 at open 
spaces in all five boroughs 
Oct. 19 at 11 a.m.:

 • Flushing Meadows–
Corona Park, Van Wyck Ex-
pressway and Grand Cen-
tral Parkway in Queens; 
register at 8 am.

 • Prospect Park at The 
Nethermead, Flatbush Ave-
nue and Empire Boulevard 
in Brooklyn; register at 8 
am.

 • Orchard Beach, One 
Orchard Beach Road in the 
Bronx; register at 10 am.

 • Central Park at 72nd 
Street Bandshell, E.72nd 
Street and Fifth Avenue in 
Manhattan; register at 8 
am.

 • Clove Lakes Park, 
1150 Clove Rd. between 
Park Drive and Victory 
Boulevard on Staten Island; 

register at 10 am.
Community News 

Group will donate a por-
tion of proceeds from this 
pink issue to the American 
Cancer Society to continue 
its good work. The Making 
Strides Against Breast Can-
cer annual walk supports 
breast cancer research, of-
fers free patient-caregiver 
services, provides in-depth 
cancer information, and 
supports the law movement 
working to give women the 
care they need. The fund-
raiser also inspired 10 mil-
lion walkers in more than 
300 communities across the 
country to raise nearly $600 
million for research, educa-
tion, and treatment since 
its inception 30 years ago — 
and every penny counts!

“More walkers mean 
the next big breast cancer 
research breakthrough,” 
said Nancy Colt, the group’s 
community executive for 
New York City. “More 
walkers fund-raising mean 
more survivors who will 
celebrate more birthdays.”

One in every two wom-
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO

Breast cancer survivor 
Lisa Malwitz is living proof 
of hope after a diagnosis.

Malwitz, an office 
manager at Community 
News Group, has been 
cancer-free for two years, 
and regular doctor’s visits, 
mammograms, and medi-
cation keep the disease in 
check, but her ordeal has 
changed her priorities.

“I take time out now to 
look at a sunset,” she said. 
“It didn’t seem important 
before.”

Malwitz, 56, hadn’t 
had a mammogram in eight 
years before a routine doc-
tor’s visit confirmed her 
worst nightmare — she had 
a lump in her right breast. 
She was on her way to her 
second job at the now-closed 
Maple Lanes bowling alley 
in Bensonhurst when the 
doctor’s office called and 
told her to come in — right 
away. 

A whirlwind of biop-
sies, bloodwork, breast 
mapping, and other wrench-
ing tests followed, but Mal-
witz worked both her jobs 
right up until her surgery 
day, drawing on family, 
friends and co-workers for 
strength. 

The diagnosis left her 
shocked and angry.

“I was too busy for this 
to happen to me,” she said. 
“I tried to stay positive so I 
wouldn’t get into a deep de-
pression.”

Luckily the cancer was 
localized, making Malwitz 

a good candidate for radia-
tion, but her treatment was 
a tossup between having 
partial radiation and risk-
ing another tumor sprout-
ing, or going for radiation 
of the entire breast and de-
stroying healthy tissue and 
cells along with the lump.

Malwitz opted for the 
partial therapy, and felt 
her first pang of real fear 
when Hurricane Sandy pre-
vented her from traveling 
to her treatments at Memo-
rial Sloan Kettering Cancer 

Center in Manhattan. 
“I was petrified that 

missing even a few would 
have terrible results,” she 
said. 

Her radiologists al-
layed her fears, and Mal-
witz’s visits — conducted 
before and after work or 
during lunch breaks — be-
came not altogether un-
pleasant, especially when 
the technician played her 
favorite songs during her 
session.

“I would be lying down 

in the radiation machine 
squirming and whoa-whoa-
ing to ‘Dancing Queen’ 
and ‘Even the Nights Are 
Better,’ ” said Malwitz. “Af-
terwards the radiologist 
would come and get me off 
the table and we’d dance.”

Personal will was in-
tegral to her recovery, she 
claims.

“I didn’t want to give 
up,” said Malwitz. “I had 
too much to live for.”

Pink power: A sea of pink floods Staten Island for last year’s walk. 
Photo courtesy American Cancer Society

Lisa Malwitz has been cancer-free for two years, and regular doctors visits, mammograms and medi-
cation keep the disease in check. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Queens walks Oct. 19 
for breast cancer cure

Cancer diagnosis opens eyes
CNG survivor urges peers to get regular check-ups that save lives

Continued on Page 13

I was too busy for this to happen to me. I tried to stay 
positive so I wouldn’t get into a deep depression. 
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PINK EDITORIAL

BY ALEX ROBINSON

New York Hospital Queens is 
inviting Chinese cancer patients 
and survivors to join its Pink Rib-
bon Club.

The Flushing Hospital, at 
56-45 Main St., is launching a 
new Chinese breast cancer sup-
port group to aid those struggling 
with the affliction who have not 
been able to access help they des-
perately need because of linguis-
tic barriers.

“Right now they have a lot 
of Chinese patients and a lot of 
young women who need more 
than just medical care,” said Dr. 
Min-der Chang, who is facilitat-
ing the group and is the senior di-
rector of the hospital’s Communi-
ty Health Initiatives. “They need 
peer support and also counseling 
in their own language.”

More than 40 percent of 
breast cancer patients being 
treated at NYHQ speak Chinese, 
which is the second most spoken 
language at the hospital. Chinese 

people make up 30 percent of NY-
HQ’s total population.

The support group is part of 
NYHQ’s new Culturally-Sensitive 
Community Health Initiatives 
Program to increase the accessi-
bility of the hospital’s services to 
new immigrants.

“It’s very important to con-
nect cancer patients with recov-
ered ones,” Chang said. “Seeing 
patients who went through simi-
lar treatment being healthy and 
happy is great for them to see. It 
will ease their anxiety.”

Chang, who is running the 
program with the hospital’s Com-
munity Health Initiatives patient 
navigator manager, Jessy Lau, 
said cancer is often taboo in the 
Chinese community, which cre-
ates an enormous need for this 
type of group.

“It is hard for them to stand 
up and say they’re cancer survi-
vors, but with this group they’ll be 
able to connect with each other,” 
Chang said. “Through the educa-
tion and peer support, they’ll be 

able to transfer their experience 
to be able to empower themselves 
and other people.”

The idea for the program 
came from a support group Chang 
and Lau used to run for Chinese 

speakers when they worked at the 
American Cancer Society.

In addition to serving as a 
peer-to-peer support group, the 
program will seek to educate at-
tendees about the malady and 

American health care through 
talks with survivors and cancer 
doctors.

The public meetings will be 
held on the third Friday of every 
month, starting in November, at 
NYHQ’s breast cancer center at 4 
p.m. The group’s first event in Oc-
tober will be invitation-only, but 
NYHQ urged all patients, cancer 
survivors and community mem-
bers to join the following meet-
ings.  The first open meeting will 
be Nov. 21.

Chang said around 10 people 
will probably show up to the first 
few meetings, but she expects its 
ranks will grow fast to include 
dozens of patients and survivors.

Chang and Lau urged any 
second generation children of 
Chinese cancer patients or sur-
vivors who need help but do not 
speak English fluently to join the 
support group.

Reach reporter Alex Robinson 
by e-mail at arobinson@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4566.

Dr. Ming-der Chang, the senior director of Community Health Initiatives at New 
York Hospital Queens, is set to host a breast cancer support group for Chinese 
speakers. Photo by Alex Robinson

NYHQ launches Chinese breast cancer support group
Flushing hospital to hold talks for patients to help educate new Asian immigrants about the malady

Supports
Breast Cancer Awareness
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BY BILL PARRY

Sunnyside’s Irish com-
munity gathered last month 
to help one of their own. 
Alison Ryan McParland, 
37, had battled through 
chemotherapy and radia-
tion treatments since she 
was diagnosed with breast 
cancer in 2012, and while 
she was declared cancer 
free and married the love of 
her life, the financial bur-
den caused by a year of lost 
wages and medical bills 
was enormous.

“Alison’s situation was 
further complicated by a lot 
of bad medical advice,” her 
husband Eoghan said with-
out disclosing where she 
got that advice. Alison, an 
immigrant from Kilrush, 
County Clare, was also un-
aware of her rights.

“In the state of New 
York, undocumented pa-

tients that are diagnosed 
with breast cancer are typi-
cally eligible for Emergen-
cy Medicaid. Emergency 
Medicaid is good for one 
year and can be renewed 
as needed,” said Henry 
Grulon, the associate di-
rector of Ambulatory Care 
Services Administration at 
Elmhurst Hospital Center. 
“Undocumented patients 
are eligible to receive free 
clinical breast exams and 
mammograms through 
the Cancer Services Pro-
gram and, in addition, the 
program covers diagnostic 
testing that would lead to a 
final diagnosis.”

While she regained her 
health, the new couple were 
bombarded by bill collec-
tors. That’s when Eoghan’s 
childhood friend stepped in 
and organized a fund-rais-
ing campaign. 

Mickey McCreesh, 

the owner of Bar 43, put 
together a 15-member com-
mittee and began seeking 
items for auction. “Some-
one in the neighborhood 
needs help so I’m here,” 
McCreesh said. “They’re a 
lovely couple and they’re in 
distress because of $200,000 
in medical debt, so we’re 
here to help out.” 

Hundreds turned out 
for a daylong fund-raiser 
Sept. 13 at the Sunnyside 
Community Services but 
Alison and Eoghan stayed 
away, as is the custom. 

“I was actually too em-
barrassed to go actually,” 
she said. “It is a wonderful 
feeling to be a part of a com-
munity that cares so much 
though.” 

Eoghan’s brother Ea-
monn represented them at 
the event and said, “She’s 
got absolutely nothing to 

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Dozens came out to 
participate in the inaugu-
ral Queens Cancer Walk in 
Richmond Hill last week-
end in honor of a breast 
cancer survivor who lived 
to tell her story.

Allison Alexis has 
been cancer-free for three 
years, an accomplishment 
that inspired one of her 
close friends to organize 
a walk in her honor that 
would raise money for pa-
tients battling cancer. The 
result was what organizers 
said they believe was the 
first universal cancer walk 
in the borough that did not 
focus its efforts on a cer-
tain type of cancer, and all 
proceeds were donated to a 
group called SHAREing & 
CAREing, which provides 
support and financial help 
to cancer patients.

“We chose to use lav-
ender as a color because 
that’s the universal color 
for cancer, and that’s what 
we want to support,” said 
Mohamed Q. Amin, who 
organized the walk at Phil 
Rizutto park last Saturday.

Amin said he has been 
friendly with Alexis for a 
long time and he watched 
her go through her breast 

cancer treatments three 
years ago, a situation he 
said many people often en-
dure alone because they do 
not feel comfortable talking 
about it with others. As he 
began planning the cancer 
walk last year, he said he 
had a goal to make people 
who were going through 
the same experience feel 

The Indo-Caribbean Alliance participates in the walk. 
Photo by Jamie Messina

Richmond Hill walk raises funds
to help patients battling cancer

Sunnysiders help neighbor  
cope with big medical bill

Continued on Page 58 Continued on Page 58
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Mineola • 1.866.WINTHROP • winthrop.org

Breast Health Center

BREAST HEALTH CARE
DESIGNED FOR YOU.

Where on Long Island can you access:
 

The latest testing and treatment options –
all in one place?

 
Mammogram results while you wait, in most cases?

Today’s most advanced diagnostic tools?
  

The latest minimally invasive biopsy techniques?

Leading-edge chemotherapy, radiation and surgery
for cancer patients? 

All care and a full range of support services
coordinated by a dedicated Nurse Navigator? 

The first nationally accredited Breast Health Center
in Nassau County? 

CABLEVISION CH 652CABLEVISION CH 652
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PINK EDITORIAL

BY JUAN SOTO

Sebastian Aloi was in 
shock when he was diag-
nosed with breast cancer. 
He had no symptoms.     

“I didn’t even know 
men could get breast can-
cer,” the 71-year-old Nassau 
resident said. 

Breast cancer is a very 
rare disease in men.

According to statistics 
from the American Cancer 
Association, less than 1 per-
cent of breast cancer cases 
are diagnosed in men. In 
2014, about 2,360 males will 
have the disease, compared 
to 232,670 women.

In March, 2009, doc-
tors at Winthrop-Universi-
ty Hospital in Mineola, N.Y. 
found spots in his bladder. 
Immediately after, and be-
cause of his family history, 
he underwent a mammo-
gram. It came back nega-
tive.

Doctors insisted on 
more testing. He was sched-
uled for a biopsy.

“Sure enough, the re-

sults came back positive 
with breast cancer,” said 
Aloi, who will turn 72 this 
December.   

A month later, he un-
derwent a mastectomy  in 
one of his breasts.

“They saved my life,” 
said Aloi. “My mother had 
breast cancer. The family 
has a history of cancer.”

He was able to bypass 
chemotherapy because he 
was diagnosed on the early 
stages of the cancer.

In 2010, history repeat-
ed itself.

Aloi, who was born 
in Brooklyn but grew up 
in South Ozone Park, was 
back under the knife at 
Winthrop-University Hos-
pital, in Nassau.   

“It was the same rou-
tine and ended with a 
mastectomy in the other 
breast,” he said.

If breast cancer in 
male is rare, double breast 
cancer is even rarer.  

Winthrop Hospital has 
a multidisciplinary team 
of certified physicians who 

provide full treatment to 
patients, men and women. 

The hospital’s “Breast 
Cancer Center is unique 
because it provides patients 
with complete access to a 
full range of quality ser-
vices and specialists,” said 
Frank Monteleone, chief of 
the cancer division at Win-
throp.

“We offer personalized 
care and advanced diagnos-
tic methods and treatments 
to patients in  the commu-
nity,” said Monteleone.

Winthrop is conduct-
ing a clinical trial that uses 
the system CyberKnife Ra-
diosurgery in women with 
breast cancer who opt for 
breast conservation after 
the removal  of their tumor.

It has given new hope 
to many thousands of peo-
ple with tumors once con-
sidered inoperable, accord-
ing to Winthrop.

CyberKnife consists 
of five days of consecutive 
treatments, instead of the 
more traditional six-week 
radiation treatment.

The innovative system 
“has exceeded its clinical 
promise,” said Jonathan 
Haas, chief of the division 
of radiation oncology at 
Winthrop. “It was always 
theoretical that it would 
be better for breast cancer, 
but now we see it in prac-
tice with patients, It has 
exceeded our greatest ex-
pectations.”

Aloi kept his positive 
attitude beside undergoing 
the double bilateral mastec-
tomy.

“My family was in 
shock,” said Aloi, who has 
been married to his wife 
Annamarie for the past 52 
years and has two daugh-
ters. “You hear the word 
‘cancer ‘and it seems like 
the end of the world, but it 
is very important that one 
stays positive.”

He said regular check-
ups are very important, 
and like in his case, can be 
life-savers.

“We keep fighting,” 
said Aloi.

SEBASTIAN ALOI

Man survives two rare breast cancer diagnoses

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

“We chose Calvary because of its excellent care.
It was truly our family’s emissary from G-d.”

For more information, call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

“We are devout Orthodox Jews. We firmly believe that G-d created 
goodness, compassion and care in all humans – especially the blessed 
doctors and nurses at Calvary Hospital. With this in mind, we followed 
our Rabbi’s guidance to this remarkable hospital in The Bronx. This was 
where my husband Yossel, of blessed memory, and our family were 
provided with unparalleled love and care. It was where our strict faith 
and religious customs were respected, and our spirituality understood 
and appreciated. From the Shabbos Lounge and Kosher Pantry to the 
spiritual care, we were given all the comforts of our home. We never 
felt abandoned. The staff of Calvary held our hands on Yossel’s entire 
journey. Every moment. Every day. G-d bless you Calvary Hospital.”

– Sara Berkovics
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Visit our website to learn more about our early detection 
program and to schedule your yearly mammogram.

Every year breast cancer 
claims the lives of more 
than 1,100 women in New 
York City. Early detection 
provides you with the 
best strategy for survival. 
Have you scheduled your 
screening yet?

SUPPORTS BREAST CANCER 
AWARENESS

www.JamaicaHospital.org www.FlushingHospital.org
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO

A patient of Dr. Michael 
Theodorakis, a cancer and 
blood specialist on Long 
Island, was astonished to 
learn that the lump on his 
chest was breast cancer.

“He had no idea, he 
thought breast cancer was 
a woman’s disease,” said 
the oncologist and hema-
tologist at North Shore He-
matology Oncology Associ-
ates in East Setauket with 
more than 40 years in the 
trenches of research, treat-
ment, and education.

The patient fit the 
mold of men at risk for the 
deadly disease: He was in 
his 70s and tests on his sib-
lings showed half of them 
had the same breast can-
cer susceptibility gene — 
known as “BRCA” — that 
prompted actress Angelina 
Jolie to undergo a preven-
tive double mastectomy 

last year. 
The man survived, 

after his breast and under-
arm lymph nodes were re-
moved, but others males 
may not be as lucky — 
breast cancer will strike 
2,360 men this year and 430 
of them will die, states the 

American Cancer Society. 
Add to that another 

chilling fact about the kill-
er disease.

“I’ve seen people cured 
with breast cancer for 25 
years, only to see it return,” 
said Theodorakis, who spe-
cializes in breast cancer, 
lymphoma, and leukemia, 
and teaches oncology and 
hematology at the State 
University of New York at 
Stony Brook.

The good news is sur-
vivorship is increasing due 
to exciting, new discover-
ies unthinkable a few de-
cades ago. Chemotherapy 
drugs were just developing 
and most cancer sufferers 
received the same treat-
ments when Theodorakis 
— known as Dr. Theo to his 
patients — began his career 
in the late 1970s. Cancer 
specialists are realizing 
today that our genes have 
the master plan of life. Big 

or small, dimpled or not, 
blonde or brunette, man or 
woman, our genes pretty 
much spell out our health 
destiny, and modern thera-
pies are guided missiles, 
deploying pharmacogenom-
ics or the role of genetics in 
drug response to tailor in-
dividual remedies. 

“We’ll be able to take 
a tissue sample and test it 
against a number of drugs 
to see which ones are likely 
to work and which ones 
won’t,” said Theodorakis. 
“But we’re not quite there 
yet.”

Factors such as ad-
vancing age and having 
your first child after 30 can 
increase the risks of breast 
cancer, but the more than 
2.8 million survivors in the 
United States today — more 
than at any other time in 
our history — are testa-
ments to the game-chang-
ing breakthroughs:

• 1970s: Multiple che-
motherapy drugs are used 
for the first time, yield-
ing higher response rates. 
Lumpectomies done collec-
tively with radiation reduce 
the need for mastectomies.

• 1980s: New drug 
therapies result in better 
responses, increasing the 
chance of survival. 

• 1990s: Discovery of 
a powerful group of com-
pounds known as taxanes 
increases our ability to kill 
cancer cells.

• 2000s: Hormones 
known as aromatase in-
hibitors are found to stop 
the production of estrogen 
in postmenopausal wom-
en, reducing their risk of 
breast cancer. Scientists 
discover breast cancer is a 
number of diseases — not 
one, as previously thought 
— caused by hormones, ra-
diation, genetics, a virus, 
or other factors.

• 2010s: Targeted 
therapies destroy cancer-
ous cells, but spare normal 
ones.

Awareness and educa-
tion remain some of our 
most powerful weapons 
against breast cancer, said 
Theodorakis, who advises 
patients to exercise, main-
tain a moderate weight 
through healthy diet, know 
their family’s medical his-
tory, and get tested using 
the five-year gauge: if your 
sibling was diagnosed with 
breast cancer at 38, then 
you should have your first 
mammogram at 33.

The future indicates 
that science and humans 
are forging formidable alli-
ances to produce even bet-
ter outcomes.

“The people I used to 
see die are now living,” said 
Theodorakis.

DR. MICHAEL THEODORAKIS

L.I. breast cancer specialist touts new treatments

www.flushinghospital.org

Flushing Hospital welcomes the da Vinci 
robotic surgical system to our team.

To learn more about the da Vinci 
robotic surgical system, please call:
718-670-3135 (Surgery)
718-670-5440 (Gynecology)

What A Site To See
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 Rosmary Reyes is a shining example of how 
much one can achieve with dedication and the 
willpower to succeed. At the young age of 16, 
Rosemary graduated from Business, Computer 
Applications and Entrepreneurship High School. 
Not only did she graduate well ahead of her 
peers, Rosmary was selected and earned the title 
of class Valedictorian. 

Achievement and participation at school 
was both broad and varied. Accomplishments 
took many forms  including, acting as Student 
Government President, New York Care Team 
Leader, Year Book Editor, Journalism Club 
member, and Future Business Leaders of American 
reporter, among the many titles Rosmary held.

Academically, Rosmary always excelled. 
She was inducted into the school chapter of the 
National Honor Society.  She scored a perfect 
100% on her Spanish Regents and was on the 
school’s Honor Roll. Rosmary was both Student of 
the Month and Student of the Year while at Middle 
School 61. During her high school years, Rosmary 
was awarded, too. Awards included a Perfect 
Attendance Award, Social Studies Awards and 
the Community Service Award. 

Community service is another important aspect 
of High School life that Rosmary was thoroughly 
familiar with. As a New York Cares Team Leader, 
Rosmary was afforded the opportunity to volunteer 
in a soup kitchen, take part in a coat drive, and 
visit at a senior citizens home. Other volunteer 
activities were through participation in both the 
student government and the National Honor 
Society. For example, Rosmary was a member of 

the Recycling Club, volunteered at a school booth 
at the annual High School Fair for 8th graders, 
and helped raise money through Pennies for 
Patients. In addition, Rosmary tutored students who 
needed assistance in various subjects and was a 
Spanish translator, when needed, for her school. 

Rosmary also has many interests. These include 
reading, leadership, volleyball, law, and history. 
She can also interpret and understand sign 
language. Due to her interest in computers, she 
applied for and was accepted into the College 
Now course Introduction to Microcomputer 
Applications. 

When did she embark on her stellar education 
path? According to Ms Lenore Krieger, School 
Counselor, it began in 2011. “She was bemoaning 
the fact that she had not been accepted to one 
of the New York City specialized high schools 
even though her average was 2 points higher 
than that listed as a requirement in the high 
school directory. How could she have failed to be 
accepted, she wondered?” recalls Ms Krieger. 

Ms Krieger assured her that she could be a 
big fi sh in the little pond at Business Computer 
Applications and Entrepreneurship High School. 
Given Rosmary’s determination to make a splash, 
Ms Krieger worked with Rosmary to ensure early 
graduation.

As it turned out, Rosmary made more than a 
big splash. According to Ms Krieger, “Rosmary 
did not become a big fi sh. Rather, she became 
a whale! She joined the school leadership team 
and was an instrumental member. Mature and 
articulate, Rosemary comported herself admirably 
and was a reliable and conscientious member of 
the team.”

“Even when she was one of the few students 
on the team sitting on a dais alongside numerous 
adults, Rosmary never indicated nervousness. Her 
pleasant and tactful manner served her well. She 
was known as a reliable member of the school 
who made an excellent example for her peers,” 
says Krieger.  In addition to reporting for the 
school paper, Rosmary wrote articles and helped 
with press releases for the local newspaper.

Rosmary’s philosophy was a great help in 
attaining what she set out to do. As she says, 
“When you are tired and just want to give up, you 
should stop for a moment and imagine what you 
can achieve if you try just a little bit more.” 

Rosmary would like to, “give thanks to my 
parents for always giving me the resources I need, 
and my sister for always giving me the push I need 
to achieve my goals.”

She planned to go to law school in the future to 
become a civil litigation or humanitarian lawyer. 
Her plan is well on its way to becoming a reality: 
She attends John Jay College of Criminal Justice.  

We can’t wait to read about her future 
accomplishments. Hearty congratulations on a fi ne 
work in progress!

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Rosmary Reyes
Student of Distinction
October 2014
John Jay College of 
Criminal Justic
Cambria Heights, New York
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BY JUAN SOTO

State Assemblyman 
William Scarborough (D-
Jamaica) was arrested 
Wednesday and charged 
with using campaign funds 
for his own personal benefit 
and falsely collecting travel 
reimbursements from the 
state, according to federal 
and state authorities. 

The investigation was 
headed by state Attorney 
General Eric Schneider-
man, state Comptroller 
Thomas DiNapoli and U.S. 
Attorney for the Northern 
District Richard Hartu-
nian.  

Scarborough, first 
elected to office in 1994, 
was indicted on state 
charges for allegedly using 
more than $40,000 of his 
campaign funds for his per-
sonal affairs.

He also faces federal 
charges for allegedly re-
ceiving more than $40,000 
in travel and other expens-

es for trips that had not oc-
curred, Schneiderman said 
at a news conference in 
Manhattan.        

Scarborough faces up 
to 37 years in prison if con-
victed of all charges.

The attorney general 
contended the southeast 
Queens lawmaker “took 
money donated by mem-
bers of the public to his 
campaign for re-election 
and instead put it into an 
account for his personal 
use.”

The investiga-
tion dubbed ”Operation 
Integrity,”according to Sch-
neirderman, claimed that 
Scarborough made with-
drawals and transfers from 
his campaign committee 
account, “Friends of Bill 
Scarborough,” diverting 
more than $38,000 between 
January 2007 and March 
2014 for his personal use.  

According to the 
23-count state indictment 
and court papers, the Ja-

maica lawmaker, also de-
posited five checks payable 
to “Friends of Bill Scarbor-
ough” totaling $3,450 into 
his personal bank account.  

“When people donate 
money for political cam-
paigns, they trust the mon-
ey is going to be used for 
lawful purposes, and not go 

into politicians’ pockets,” 
Schneiderman said. 

 DiNapli said, “It is a 
sad day when we have to 
have an announcement 

like this one. Elected offi-
cials cannot use taxpayers 
money and campaign funds 
as their personal piggy 
banks.” 

The attorney general 
added, “We are trying to 
change a culture,” said Sch-
neiderman. 

In March, Scarborough 
said investigators raided 
his home and offices in an 
investigation of his daily 
expense claims. He pointed 
out at the time that a mis-
understanding about  the 
Assembly voucher system 
led to the investigation.  

In the 11-count federal 
indictment, Scarborough 
is accused of fraudulently 
claiming  “per-diem” travel-
related expenses between 
2009 and 2012. He is charged 
with submitting 174 false 
reimbursements vouchers 
for per-diem mileage and 
tolls expenses of more than 
$40,000,  prosecutors said.

Scarborough’s arrest 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

City Councilman Cos-
ta Constantinides (D-Asto-
ria) presented Queens Col-
lege Center for Byzantine & 
Modern Greek Studies with 
a proclamation last week to 
honor the Flushing school’s 
Greek programs.

“Not only does the 
program provide academic 
insight on Hellenic history 
to its students - it also plays 
an unparalleled social role 
among its graduates,” Con-
stantinides said. “I know 
that the program instills 
Hellenic pride and a love 
for the Greek-American 
community within its stu-
dents and their families. In 
fact, current students are 
now children of past stu-

dents. No other academic 
program provides these so-
cial and cultural values to 
its community.”

Queens College’s 
Greek studies center, which 
is the largest of its kind in 
the country, has been open 
for 40 years and is the only 
school that offers a bach-
elor’s degree in Greek Stud-
ies outside of Greece, Con-
stantinides’ office said.

In addition to teach-
ing Byzantine and Modern 
Greek subjects, the center 
also conducts research on 
those topics.

The Flushing col-
lege, at 65-30 Kissena Blvd, 
boasts more students of 
Greek descent than any 
other American college.

More than 16,000 stu-

dents have been enrolled at 
the school’s Greek Studies 
center, which has offered 
classes in Greek identity, 
history and culture over 
the years.

Constantinides knows 
firsthand what the center’s 
programs provide as he 
graduated cum laude from 
Queens College before go-
ing on to law school.

“I’m proud to count 
Councilman Constan-
tinides among our many 
successful graduates,” 
Queens College President 
Felix Matos Rodriguez 
said. “The role he plays in 
the local community posi-
tively impacts our students. 
He’s a legislator for some of 
them and — as the embodi-

BY JUAN SOTO

A square dance inau-
gurated the round pedes-
trian plaza at the feet of the 
LIRR train station in down-
town Douglaston.

Neighbors gathered at 
the new north-side station 
plaza promoted since 2011 
by the Douglaston Local 
Development Corporation 
and built by the city Depart-
ment of Transportation.  

“This is part of the re-
vitalization of the neighbor-
hood,” said Victor Dradas, 
architect and Douglaston 
resident. “This is a tangible 
spot.”

Dadras, a partner in 
Dadras Architects, an ur-
ban planning consulting 
firm, was at the official 

inauguration of the plaza, 
and said “spaces like this 
bring people together.”

The plaza is deco-
rated with 16 giant plant-
ers, chairs, umbrellas and 
tables.

“This is wonderful,” 

said Marva Kalish, of the 
Douglaston Local Devel-
opment Corporation. She 
pointed out that families 
with kids and neighbors 
packed the pedestrian pla-
za during the evening of 

Neighbors and elected officials inaugurate the new pedestrian 
plaza at the Douglaston LIRR station.  Photo by Juan Soto

Assemblyman William Scarborough faces up to 37 years in prison if convicted on all charges. 
AP File Photo/Mike Groll

Douglaston LIRR station
gets new pedestrian plaza

City Council gives proclamation 
to Queens College Greek center

Scarborough charged in corruption probe
Prosecutors allege assemblyman misused campaign money, falsely collected travel reimbursements

Continued on Page 58

Continued on Page 58Continued on Page 58
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

A Bus Rapid Transit 
service may soon be on its 
way to eastern Queens.

The Metropolitan 
Transit Authority and city 
Department of Transpor-
tation are set to introduce 
a potential new select bus 
service to one of two cor-
ridors connecting Jamaica 
and Flushing. The new 
system would alleviate 
the crawling bus service 
that transports more than 
68,000 passengers down the 
corridors daily.

The MTA and DOT 
held the first of two public 
meetings Tuesday evening 
at York College to get feed-
back from commuters to 
figure out where the great-
est need is.

The corridors under 
consideration both start 
in downtown Jamaica and 
travel through to Flushing. 
One route goes along Main 
Street and up to the Bronx 
and the other travels along 
Parsons and Kissena bou-
levards, ending in College 
Point.

“What we’re really 
aiming to do is ensure the 
speed and reliability of 
buses around this busy 
corridor; connect Jamaica 
and Flushing, which are 
two of the busiest business 
district outside of Manhat-
tan; improve street safety 

and also maintain the char-
acter of these streets as we 
know them,” said Aaron 
Sugiura, the DOT project 
manager.

Trips between the two 
downtowns have been slow 
and long, prompting some 
commuters to take the sub-
way through Manhattan 
rather than sit on the bus, 
DOT said. During peak 
hours, the average bus 
speed in the area is 5 to 10 
miles per hour.

The new service would 
be 15 percent to 20 percent 
faster than the existing 
bus lines and would set 
the stage for a 10 percent 
increase in ridership, of-
ficials said. The service 
would include dedicated 
bus lanes, a fare collection 
system that would take 
place before commuters got 
on the bus and real time in-
formation for passengers.

DOT and MTA officials 
said they are currently col-
lecting traffic and parking 
data to figure out where the 
select bus service should 
go.

The city has already 
built BRT lines that travel 
through every borough and 
is also considering a new 
line that would travel from 
the Rockaways through 
Woodhaven and up to Jack-
son Heights.

Two other transporta-

BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
Trouble is brewing 

again in the Evergreen 
Community Garden.

For decades, the Flush-
ing garden within Kissena 
Corridor Park was man-
aged by a group associated 
with the Korean-American 
Senior Citizens Society of 
Greater New York.

Amid accusations of 
fiscal mismanagement, the 
Parks Department and its 
GreenThumb initiative re-
lieved the Korean seniors 
of their duties and appoint-
ed a new committee to over-
see the garden’s operations 
in March 2012. Later that 
summer, one of the Korean 
gardeners, who had previ-
ously managed the space, 
then took up a hunger 
strike in protest and later 
threatened to set himself 
on fire in the garden in an 
attempt to regain control, 
according to police.

Tension over who 
manages the garden has 
also erupted into endless 
squabbles and even violent 
fights between gardeners.

A group of Korean 

gardeners associated with 
KASCS is now claiming 
the new committee has not 
been transparent enough 
about how it has spent reg-
istration dues.

More than 20 protest-
ers held a demonstration 
outside the 5-acre com-
munity garden on Colden 
Street Saturday to call for a 

public audit of the garden’s 
expenditures.

“We’ve been asking for 
transparency for more than 
two years,” gardener Won 
Lee said through a transla-
tor. “Let us know where the 
money will be spent.”

The new management, 
led by Roland Wade, has 
also set about kicking some 

gardeners off of excess plots 
if they have more than one 
per family  and reducing 
oversized patches to try 
to accommodate those on 
their waiting list, angering 
the Korean gardeners who 
have tilled the garden’s soil 
since it opened in the early 
1980’s. The new committee 

BY JUAN SOTO

Sacred Heart School 
came together in a street 
fair last Friday in an effort 
to raise money to renovate 
its 90-year-old boy’s bath-
room.

But there was also 
a parallel festivity. The 
school is celebrating its 
90th anniversary. 

“We will have an open 
house, activities with par-
ents, a dinner dance,” said 
Dennis Farrell, the school’s 
principal.

The official big event 
will be the dinner dance 
held at a Great Neck restau-
rant Nov. 7.

Throughout the years, 
Sacred Heart, with a stu-

dent body from pre-K class-
es to 8th grade, has gradu-
ated tens of thousands of 
students. One of its most 
famous alumnus is Paul 
LeClerc, former president 
of the New York City Public 

Library. 
“We feel our students 

are famous,” the principal 
said. “Our students succeed 
in high school.”

Fior the past two 
years, Sacred Heart repre-

sented New York state at 
the National History Day 
Competition. 

This academic year 
the Bayside educational 
center has a 425-student en-
rollment.

“This year we have 
the largest number of new 
students, but we also had 
the largest group of gradu-
ates,” he said.

On Friday, right af-
ter the dismissal bell, the 
school participated in the 
street fair that included 
bounce houses, a giant 
double slide, sand art, tat-
toos, raffles, food and more 
games. Tickets were sold to 
the event.

The children did not 

A student plays at one of the games during the Sacred Heart 
School street fair in Bayside. Photo by Juan Soto

Protesters want the expenses of the Evergreen Community Garden’s steering committee audited. 
Photo by Alex Robinson

DOT is collecting data to determine the best corridor for a BRT line 
in eastern Queens.

Sacred Heart celebrates 90th birthday

Protesters rail at garden
Korean elders call for audit of community green space expenses

MTA mulls bus link 
for eastern Queens  

Continued on Page 38

Continued on Page 38

Continued on Page 38
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

WHY WAIT... TO SEE A DOCTOR?

Member Urgent Care 
Association Of America

We Now Accept all BC/BS, 
GHI Access, Aetna, CIGNA, 

HIP, Oxford, Vytra, Medicare, 
Emblem Health, Magnacare, 

UHC, NYC Ship, 
Power Authority, Postal, 

W.C., No Fault

BAYSIDE/FLUSHING 
191-20 Northern Blvd.  Flushing, NY 11358 

718-224-8855  Mon. - Fri.: 8am-9pm  Sat. & Sun.: 8am-7pm
GLENDALE 

82-17 Woodhaven Blvd.  Glendale, NY 11385 
718-805-9581  Mon. - Fri.: 9am-7pm  Sat. & Sun.: 9am-3pm

                           FIRSTMEDNY.com

FIRST+MED 
FIRST MED URGENT CARE 
FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS

WELL LIT PARKING LOT

DOUGLASTON- Six fire-
fighters were treated for mi-
nor injuries after they battled 
a blaze in a two-story frame 
house in Douglaston, said a 
spokesman for the Fire Depart-
ment.

The fire broke out about 
3:15 p.m. Monday in the house 
located at 129 Ridge Road.

The FDNY said the blaze 
was under control minutes be-
fore 5 p.m.

BRIARWOOD - Police were searching for a man they 
said tried to rape a young woman in Briarwood the evening 
of Sept. 24.

The man, who police described as Asian, 5-foot-5 and 
140 pounds, allegedly approached the 26-year-old victim on 
Daniels Street before throwing her to the ground and saying 
he was going to rape her, according to cops. She managed 
to fight him off and the suspect ran off, but left one of his 
sneakers behind, police said.

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Police seek suspect in Briarwood attack

Man killed in Oakland Gdns crossing highway: Cops

Police released this sketch of a man suspected in a attempted rape 
incident and the photo of one shoe left behind at the scene. 

Sketch and photo courtesy NYPD

Firefighters injured battling Douglaston blaze

Firefighters work to extinguish a two-alarm fire in Douglaston Monday. FDNY said a woman was 
rescued from the house. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

OAKLAND GARDENS — A 54-year-old man was killed early Wednesday morn-
ing after being hit by a car while running across the Cross Island Parkway, police 
said.

The NYPD said a man in a 2014 Mercedes Benz was traveling east in the left lane 
of the Grand Central Parkway in Oakland Gardens when he got out of the car and 
began running across the roadway as the vehicle collided with the median. The man 
crossed both westbound lanes of the GCP and was attempting to cross the northbound 
lanes of the Cross Island Parkway when he was hit by a 2005 Ford van, authorities 
said.

The man was taken to North Shore-LIJ Hospital where he was pronounced dead.
Police said the driver of the van remained on the scene and an investigation was 

being conducted.
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BREAKING NEWS

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Tunicia Hall had been 
married to her husband, 
Raleigh, for just one month 
when she was admitted 
to the hospital with a life-
threatening brain condi-
tion.

On July 30, Tunicia, a 
Jamaica resident, went to 
the emergency room com-
plaining of a headache she 
said was so painful it could 
not be described by words. 
Soon after, she was admit-
ted to the intensive care 
unit at North Shore-LIJ in 
Manhasset, L.I. with a con-
dition called a subarach-
noid hemorrhage, which 
caused internal bleeding in 
the area covering the sur-
face of her brain.

Tunicia underwent 
a procedure to reduce the 
pressure being put on her 
brain by the excess fluids, 
and when she awoke in the 
ICU a few days later, most 
of her memory of the past 
few years of her life was 
gone — including her re-
cent marriage to Raleigh.  
She even asked him at one 
point if they were actually 
married.

“All I remember at 
first is my head hurting tre-
mendously,” Tunicia told a 
news conference this week 
at the hospital. “The first 
thing I remember after that 
was waking up in ICU and 
wondering where I was.”

With good care from 
her doctors and a lot of 

hard work on her part, Tu-
nicia eventually regained 
her memory and overcame 
a diagnosis that could have 
ended her life, but she attri-
butes most of her miracu-
lous recovery to the love 
and support her husband 
never stopped giving her.

“She had no recollec-
tion of where she was or 
anything, so after a few 
days I realized I had to do 
something,” Raleigh said. 
“I started putting up pho-
tos from our wedding all 
over the walls of her room 
and it started to feel like we 
were there again. The doc-
tors and visitors started 
reflecting the love they saw 
us share and after a while 
her mood started to change 
and I saw her start to smile 
again.”

A few weeks later, Tu-
nicia was released from 
the hospital in good health 
and is back home with her 
husband, but the doctors 
and other staff members 
at North Shore-LIJ who 
helped save Tunicia’s life 
wanted to make sure she got 
back the time she lost with 
her new husband while bat-
tling her diagnosis.

On their three-month 
anniversary Tuesday, 
North Shore-LIJ surprised 
Tunicia and Raleigh with a 
party to celebrate their re-
lationship and the strength 
Raleigh showed as he stood 
by his wife through her or-
deal. In a conference room 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Private institutions 
have started to take a vital 
role in the fight against hu-
man trafficking, Manhat-
tan’s top prosecutor said at 
a panel discussion Monday.

“Corporate America 
is getting it and our repre-
sentatives are getting it,” 
Cyrus Vance told a packed 
ballroom at the Grand 
Hyatt Hotel as part of the 
2014 Concordia Summit.

Vance participated 
in a panel with a number 
of lawmakers, and repre-
sentatives from nonprofits 
and corporations to stress 
the importance of public-
private partnerships in the 
battle against human traf-
ficking.

Roosevelt Avenue in 
Queens has been a center 
of sex trafficking over the 
years, as many young, for-
eign-born women migrat-
ing to the borough have 
fallen prey to traffickers, 
advocates said.

Since 2004, there have 
been more than 1,000 sex 
trafficking victims in the 
borough, some of whom 
have been as young as 13, 
according to the Queens 
district attorney’s office.

More than 55 percent 
of the 120 sex trafficking 
victims who have sought 
services at the city’s family 
justice centers since they 
opened in 2005 have been 
from Queens.

The Manhattan dis-
trict attorney said there are 
a number of ways private 

institutions are helping to 
build cases against human 
traffickers. Hotels, banks 
and airlines have started 
working with prosecutors 
by looking out for certain 
patterns which coincide the 
crime.

“We are just one small 
part of this issue, but I be-
lieve we are at the forefront 
of this issue,” said Letty 
Ashworth, the director of 
global diversity at Delta 
Airlines. “We’ve very much 
been engaged in this effort 
with our own employees 
first, but we’ve also been 
reaching out to our con-
sumers.”

Delta has trained more 
than 70,000 of its 80,000 em-
ployees to be on the look out 
for signs of human traffick-
ing.

One of the largest ob-
stacles in tackling human 

trafficking is that many 
victims refuse to come out 
of the shadows as they feel 
trapped in their circum-
stances, too scared to go 
to the police for fear of be-
ing arrested or deported, 
Vance said.

“There are victims 
who are so desperately 
twisted that they actually 
perceive hate, abuse and 
violence as something they 
prefer to being left alone,” 
Vance said.

New laws which pro-
vide legal protections for 
trafficking victims and 
bolster penalties for traf-
fickers have been passed in 
only 39 states.

New York’s state Leg-
islature did not pass a bill 
against human trafficking 
until 2007.

Vance said New York’s 
laws are adequate to take 

on the problem, but that 
more could be done in other 
parts of the country to raise 
awareness and help build 
stronger cases against per-
petrators.

“I think there needs to 
be more pressure brought 
by state Legislators on this 
issue, but times are chang-
ing,” he said.

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) has in-
troduced a bill in the state 
Legislature as part of the 
Women’s Equality Act, 
which would increase min-
imum sentences for those 
found guilty of human traf-
ficking. It would increase 
minimum sentences for 
first-time offenders and re-
quire life in prison for re-
peat offenders.

A panel of lawmakers, prosecutors and private partners discuss the battle against human traffick-
ing. Photo by Alex Robinson

Raleigh Hall (l.) and his wife, Tunicia, of Jamaica, smile as they are 
surprised by a cake from North Shore-LIJ in Manhasset, L.I. Tunicia 
recently spent a month in ICU after being diagnosed with a brain 
hemorrhage. Photo by Kelsey Durham

Leaders battle traffi cking
Public-private partners come together to fi ght sex crime rings

SE Queens woman
survives brain bleed

Continued on Page 58

en newly diagnosed with 
breast cancer reaches out 
to the American Cancer 
Society, whose cradle of 
support services includes 
transportation assistance 
to and from treatment, free 
lodging for patients travel-
ing long distances for treat-
ment, a 24-hour hotline 
with a trained cancer infor-

mation specialist, and feel-
better workshops for people 
undergoing debilitating, 
appearance-related side ef-
fects of treatment.

Bronx hotel worker 
Leslie Ossa, a breast and 
uterine cancer survivor, 
fell to pieces when chemo-
therapy made her lush, long 
hair fall out, but the Ameri-
can Cancer Society was 
there to help her regain her 
self-esteem with free wigs, 
make-up, and individual-
ized beauty tips.

“Cancer makes your 
body and skin change, and 
you look sick,” said Ossa, 
who plans to walk in mem-
ory of her friend, Jessica 
Lavonte who died of cancer 
last year. “The people at the 
American Cancer Society 
helped me realize that no 
matter what, I can still look 
good and feel good about 
myself.”

All of us can help 
make a difference between 
life and death this month, 
according to a woman who 

plans to lace up Oct. 19.
“I will be walking so 

that my nieces and nephews 
won’t have to in the future,” 
said Bensonhurst survivor 
Annemarie Ruriani, who 
has been breast cancer-free 
for more than three years.

American Cancer Soci-
ety’s Making Strides Against 
Breast Cancer Walk on Oct. 
19 at 11 am, (800) 227–2345, 
www.makingstrideswalk.
org.

Continued from Page 2 

Strides
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BY SARINA TRANGLE 

City parks employees 
had to flag down an am-
bulance this August when 
Joseph Sharp, a seasonal 
worker, toiling on the Kis-
sena Park tennis courts 
suffered a heart attack, 
NYC Parks Advocates said.

Geoffrey Croft, presi-
dent of the group, said be-
cause the Police and Fire 
Department dispatchers do 
not have a system of map-
ping out parks’ terrain, 
paramedics struggled to 
reach Sharp, who ultimate-
ly died.

“Two ambulances were 
dispatched because they 
couldn’t find him,” Croft 
said. “There is no way you 
can describe where you are 
inside a park… with public 
safety, EMS, and Fire. We 
have no way of judging how 
much crime is happening 
and where and how to allo-
cate resources.”

The FDNY confirmed 
it received a call Aug. 13  at 
10:21 a.m., a second at 10:29 
a.m. due to the victim’s up-
dated condition and that 
the first of two ambulances 
arrived at 10:35 a.m., even-
tually transporting the pa-
tient to the hospital by 10:46 
a.m.

For years, advocates 
have pushed the city to 
improve police response to 
crime in parks by develop-
ing a system of tracking 
where specifically in parks 
the incidents occur, rather 
than assigning green spac-
es one address, and to regu-
larly publish statistics.

The momentum led the 
city to pass legislation re-
quiring the Police Depart-
ment to track major felony 
crime complaints in parks 
an acre in size or larger in 
2005, but compliance fell 
short, with the NYPD say-
ing it lacked the necessary 
technology. A second bill 
was signed into law this 
February, issuing a time-
table for collecting such 
crime data for all recreation 

facilities, playgrounds and 
parks by 2018. 

But its early implemen-
tation stages — tracking 
major felony complaints in 
the city’s 100 largest parks 
by this past June — have 
come and passed.

The mayor’s office 
and NYPD said police are 
revamping its computer 
system to comply with all 
provisions of the law as 
quickly as possible rather 
than dealing with one com-
ponent at a time.

“Public safety is a top 
priority for this adminis-
tration, and we’re commit-
ted to making sure New 
Yorkers are soon provided 
these important crime 
stats on their neighborhood 
parks,” the mayor’s spokes-
man Phil Walzak said in a 
statement.

The NYPD’s most re-
cent park crime statistics 
cover major felony com-
plaints in 31 parks during 
the second quarter of 2014. 

Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park had the sec-
ond most reported crimes 
—  27 — after Central Park. 
Fifteen of these were  grand 
larcenies, six grand larce-
nies of automobiles, four 
felony assaults and two rob-
beries.

The NYPD also report-
ed  a grand larceny in Alley 
Pond Park and one in Kis-
sena Park and two robber-
ies in Forest Park.

Frederick Kress, pres-

ident of the Queens Coali-
tion for Parks and Green 
Space and a member of 
the Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park Conservancy 
Board of Directors, said the 
NYPD’s park data tactics 
does not encourage victims 
of crimes in green spaces 
to report them and warned 
such an attitude can have 
dire consequences.

“People go to parks to 
have a safe place for recre-
ation,” he said. “There was 
mass crime in the ‘80s and 
that scared a lot of people 
away from parks… they 
were off limits.”

Like many larger 
parks, Forest Park appears 
to have a higher crime rate 
and it concerned many 
when a string of sexual as-
saults and rapes were re-
ported there last year. 

But Ed Wendell, a 
Woodhaven Residents’ 
Block Association director, 
said small parks need at-
tention, too. He said a few 
months ago parents com-
plained of men smoking 
marijuana and drinking in 
Equity Playground, which 
police  quickly halted.

“Those parks to me 
are even more important 
because they attract so 
many people, particularly 
children,” Wendell said.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at stran gle@c n-
gloc al.com.

A jogger runs through Forest Park.

NYPD plays catch-up 
with park crime statsAre high rates and fees  

forcing you to improvise?

Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU or go  
to nymcu.org to apply today!

A low-rate MCU VISA® Card can help!

* APR = Annual Percentage Rate.  Introductory APR for new cardholders on new purchases 
and balance transfer is 3.90% for Platinum, 4.90% for Gold, and 5.90% for Classic for the 
first 6 months that your account is open. After the introductory period expires, currently 8.90% 
or 10.15% (Platinum), 11.65% (Gold), and 13.15% (Classic) based on your creditworthiness–
these post-introductory APRs may vary. Balance transfers from another MCU loan or MCU 
VISA Card are not permitted. The APR for Cash Advances for all VISA cards is a fixed 17.90%. 
Cash Advance Fee for Platinum and Gold VISA Cards is 3% of the amount advanced but not 
less than $2.00 or more than $30.00 and is 3% of the amount advanced but not less than 
$1.00 or more than $30.00 for Classic. If interest is charged the minimum periodic interest 
charge is $0.50. There is a foreign transaction fee of 1% of each transaction in U.S. dollars. 
Certain restrictions apply. Membership is required.

Federally insured by NCUA

REGULAR RATES FROM  
8.90% TO 13.15% APR* 

No Annual Fee

No Balance Transfer Fee
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BY KELSEY DURHAM

On the 100th anniver-
sary of the declaration of 
Bayside Day, the Bayside 
Historical Society made 
sure to celebrate in style.

The organization host-
ed a community party Sat-
urday at its headquarters 
in Fort Totten to mark the 
centennial of Bayside Day 
and to show the community 
the wonders that the neigh-
borhood has to offer its res-
idents. During the daylong 
festival, visitors were treat-
ed to food, drink, activities 
for children and a classic 
car parade that remained 
on display throughout For 
Totten for the duration of 
the celebration.

Alison McKay, execu-
tive director of the Bayside 
Historical Society, said 
Bayside Day was first estab-
lished in 1914 by the Bayside 
Civic Association, which is 
no longer in place, but she 

said the BHS wanted to 
note the 100th anniversary 
to show that it is still mind-
ful of the historical aspects 
of the neighborhood.

“It’s about community 
and civic mindedness,” she 
said. “And about fun, food 
and games for our commu-
nity.”

The celebration was 
kicked off by several NE 
Queens elected officials, 
who came together to pres-
ent the BHS with procla-
mations officially recog-
nizing Sept. 27 as Bayside 
Day. Officials also declared 
Theodore Hinz, an original 
member of the BHS, as Mr. 
Bayside.

One of the biggest chil-
dren’s activities during 
the day included a contest 
between students from PS 
41 in Bayside, who drew 
their own versions of a flag 
representing Bayside. Sev-
eral winners were named, 
and the winning selections 

were posted on a display 
board outside the castle at 
Fort Totten for visitors to 
check out throughout the 
day.

One winner, 9-year-old 
Robert Wieczorek, said he 
tried to capture the image 
of what living in Bayside is 
like to him.

“The wheel in the mid-
dle is the different cultures 

of Bayside, and I’ve noticed 
a lot of families are not 
from the same country,” 
the fourth-grader said. 
“The blue is for the water 
and the green is the grass, 
and I drew the train tracks 
because those are impor-
tant.”

After the flag design 
contest had been judged and 
completed, Robert stayed at 

the festival throughout the 
day with his mother, Alli-
son, because they said they 
were having too much fun 
to leave.

“I think it’s really a 
very special day,” she said. 
“It’s wonderful to see the 
elected officials come out 
and recognize Bayside.”

McKay said she was 
happy with the way Bayside 
Day turned out, and the 

visitors were happy to see 
beautiful summer weather 
one last time before fall as 
they enjoyed the gifts their 
neighborhood has to offer.

“This is about commu-
nity engagement and know-
ing your neighbor here 
in Bayside,” McKay said. 
“Our community spirit is 
alive and as real as it was 
100 years ago.”

Robert Wieczorek, a fourth-grade student at PS 41 in Bayside, 
stands with his winning flag design at Bayside Day in Fort Totten. 

Photo by Kelsey Durham

Celebration marks 100th anniversary of Bayside Day
Community and elected offi cials gather to remember northeast Queens neighborhood a century ago

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

Children play with bubbles at Bayside Day in Fort Totten. 
Photo by Kelsey Durham
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Pirouette Window Shadings

SEPTEMBER 16 – DECEMBER 16, 2014

It’s time to decorate 
your windows for the holidays.

(plus $25 rebate each additional unit)

(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

(plus $100 rebate each additional unit)

$100 REBATE*

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/16/14 –12/16/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks 
of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations apply. Ask 
participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK
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  PARKING POLKA
If you’re headed to jury duty at the Queens court-

house or a meeting at Borough Hall, you better set aside 
some extra time to find parking.  Despite widespread ap-
peals from elected officials to keep the municipal garage 
open, the city DOT shuttered the lot last week because the 
structure was found to be a safety hazard.

 The decision to close the garage appeared to have 
been made quite quickly, leaving lawmakers to ask why 
they had not been notified months earlier when several 
city agencies concluded that the lot had to be demolished.

  With nearly 500 parking spots now history behind 
the bustling government complex, jurors, court person-
nel and members of the borough president’s office have 
been forced to find other alternatives.  The city made no 
provisions to establish another area for the displaced mo-
torists, but did assign more traffic enforcement agents to 
the scene.  The city has suspended alternative side street 
parking nearby.

  The lawmakers had pressed for a partial shutdown 
of the garage as work proceeded to repair split concrete, a 
broken elevator and impassible tower stairs, among many 
structural problems.

  The garage was clearly a disaster waiting to happen, 
but parking spots are at such a premium in the borough, 
the city might have been better off taking the riskier route 
by keeping some parts open.  The aggravation that motor-
ists face trying to find a spot for their cars before going to 
court might also take a toll on their mental well-being.

  Added to the inconvenience factor is the peril of 
crossing Queens Boulevard, the so-called Boulevard of 
Death, for those who have been shut out of their custom-
ary parking garage.

City Councilman Karen Koslowitz’s office said the 
DOT planned to build a 300-slot parking lot in place of the 
1963 era garage.  But how long will that take?

  In the meantime, the city Department of Transporta-
tion and the mayor should come up with an interim park-
ing plan so that the public can do its civic duty by going to 
court or visiting officials at Borough Hall without incur-
ring a ticket or having to drive around for an hour trying 
to snag a spot.

  The DOT ought to be able to work out a deal where 
motorists can park in large numbers and then run shuttle 
bus service to the courthouse and Borough Hall.  

 This is not entertainment time nor is it Manhattan, 
where public transportation is king. The DOT should know 
by now that parking is an obsession in Queens, where ev-
ery spot counts.

This past Tuesday was 
an historic and emotional 
day in our City as the Coun-
cil voted 49-0 in favor of my 
new bill – the Justice for 
Hit-and-Run Victims Act. 
Under this potentially life-
saving piece of legislation 
we will, for the first time 
in the City of New York, 
establish civil penalties of 
up to $10,000 to those found 
guilty of fleeing the scene 
of a hit-and-run collision.

(Photo credit: Bill Ala-
triste)

I was moved to intro-
duce this bill in response 
to the death of three people 
who were killed in my dis-
trict by drivers who fled 
the scene of these heinous 

crimes. Luis Bravo, 19, Ku-
mar Ragunath, 64, and Kar-
en Pheras, 20, all lost their 
lives because of the uncon-
scionable actions of reck-
less drivers who showed 
no concern for the lives of 
their fellow New Yorkers.

I was honored to be 
joined by Martha Purun-
cajas, Luis’ mother, as we 
announced the passage 
of my legislation just five 
days before the one-year 
anniversary of the death of 
her young son. Her courage 
has been an inspiration to 
me and hundreds of other 
families who have lost their 
loved ones to this epidemic. 
No family should ever have 
to suffer the same fate.

The civil penalties set 
forth in this bill will not 
bring back those who have 
lost their lives to hit-and-
run drivers but they will 
punish the crass actions of 
those who have committed 
these crimes. I will stop at 
nothing to prevent another 
mother from feeling the 
pain of losing her child.

The Justice for Hit-
and-Run Victims Act will 
save lives by deterring 
those who would even think 
of fleeing the scene of a col-
lision and leave a fellow 
New Yorker to die in the 
street. We will not rest un-
til we achieve Vision Zero. 
This law brings us one step 
closer to that day.

I want to thank Speak-
er Melissa Mark-Viverito, 
Transportation Committee 
Chair Ydanis Rodriguez, 
my colleagues and most im-
portantly the transporta-
tion advocates and families 
who helped make this his-
toric day possible. Together 
we are sending a message 
to hit-and-run drivers - if 
you break the law we will 
track you down and bring 
you to justice. 

Jimmy Van Bramer
Majority Leader

New York City Council 

Hit-and-run drivers now face stiff penalties
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Don’t be impressed 
by the turnout of charter 
school consumers and in-
vestors at their pro-privati-
zation Mardi-Gras on Oct. 
2. It is guaranteed to be big. 
The crowd is spoken for and 
the extras are on call. 

Like a movie set. Ex-
cept it is a captive cast.

Attendance is manda-
tory. Dire consequences 
await any student, parent 
or teacher who doesn’t par-
ticipate. 

Belief in education 
“choice” doesn’t allow the 
option of being excused 
from staged demonstra-
tions. After all, charter 
schools revel in their free-
dom from regulation.  In at 
least one documented case 
of gentle persuasion, par-
ents were warned to pick 
up their kids on time or be 
reported to the Administra-

tion For Children Services 
for child abuse and neglect. 

Now you know why 
charter school separatists 
are so proud of not being 
part of the public school 
system. 

Accountability.
Expect plenty of or-

chestrated passion. There 
will be copious soundbites, 
photo-ops, slogans and lo-
gos. There will be hamming 
for cameras and hogging of 
microphones. 

The high priestess of 
the charter school insur-
gents, Eva Moskowitz, will 
practice ventriloquism 
by projecting her talking 
points into the throats of 
the zealots she has drafted 
and rented. As she whips 
up her audience she will 
for the moment cast from 
her mind the nearly seven-
figure salary that is at the 

root of her conviction.
There will be no school 

for her scholars that day. 
Her network of properties 
will be padlocked. Instead 
of learning in classrooms, 
her exploited kids will im-
personate sales associates, 
pitching the charter school 
manifesto while learning 
the lesson of taking to the 
streets and performing on 
cue.

If public schools were 
closed and everyone who 
served in them or was 
served by them were com-
manded, as though by 
electrified prods, to storm 
the barricades with uni-
fied chorus in support of 
their agenda for education 
justice, there would be an 
outcry.

Moskowitz would 
blame the Department of 
Education for its “business 

as usual” knuckling un-
der to the teachers union 
whose members will stop at 
nothing to get its members 
a day off at the expense of 
children. Charter schools 
have set a new standard 
and that’s why they’re suc-
cessful, she’d explain.

Public schools will be 
open on Oct. 2.

Thank goodness for 
the double standard!

Ron Isaac
Fresh Meadows

Boro GOPer distorted facts on Bush election

Charter rally shouldn’t close schools Jeter earned it all

Phil Orenstein , presi-
dent of the Queens Village 
Republican Club, asks 
“when did politics become 
so ugly and divisive?” 

His opinion is that it 
started with the 2000 presi-
dential election. I agree. 
But I will not agree with his 
simplistic statement that “a 
Supreme Court decision 
ended the recount, award-
ing the Florida electoral 
votes and the presidency 
to Bush.”  The recount of 
2000 between Bush and 
Gore was  settled in favor of 
George W. Bush by a mar-
gin of only 537 votes out of 
almost 6 million cast when 
the GOP-controlled) U.S. 
Supreme Court stopped a 
recount that had been pro-
posed by the Florida Su-
preme Court. 

But the point of Bush 
vs. Gore is really quite 
simple and can be summed 
up by this one sentence sub-

mitted by the justices: “Our 
consideration is limited to 
the present circumstances, 
for the problem of equal 
protection in election pro-
cesses generally presents 
many complexities.” 

The  GOP majority 
saw their candidate ahead 
and invented such a flimsy 
legal pretext to keep him 
there that they included the 
disclaimer saying “their 
decision couldn’t be used 
as precedent.”  That’s prob-
ably why the opinion was 
unsigned. If I had written 
that, I wouldn’t want my 
name on it either. That is 
the real problem with Bush 
vs. Gore, and why it re-
mains so troubling. It was 
the GOP Supreme Court 
installing their preferred 
president. 

After the election, an 
investigation into the Flor-
ida voting was initiated. 
The investigation revealed 

that Choicepoint and Da-
tabase Technologies, two 
companies hired by the 
office of Katherine Har-
ris to examine the legal-
ity of registered voters in 
Florida, had doctored the 
outcome. Some 57,700 legal 
voters were removed from 
the list and not allowed to 
vote. Later, independent ex-
perts said most of those vot-
ers would have voted for Al 
Gore based on their party 
registration. Choicepoint 
said 8,000 of those Florida 
voters were felons, thus 
negating them as legal vot-
ers. But, those 8,000 Florida 
voters had committed only 
misdemeanors, which did 
not negate their voting eli-
gibility. 

There were several 
thousand more purged 
from the voting register 
“simply because they had 
the same last name as 
convicted felons.” When 

later confronted with 
these facts, Choicepoint 
admitted:“I guess that’s a 
little bit embarrassing in 
light of the election.”That’s 
the understatement of the 
century.  But what did they 
care at that point? History 
will most likely record 
this as the first known il-
legal takeover of the White 
House. Hundreds of people 
were involved, but only a 
few names will be remem-
bered. 

Jeb Bush,  George 
Bush’s brother, was gover-
nor of Florida; Katherine 
Harris was secretary of 
state. As secretary of state, 
Harris simultaneously co-
chaired George W. Bush’s 
Florida election campaign, 
served as a delegate to the 
Republican National Con-
vention, and took time off 
from her “day” job to go 
around the country stump-
ing for Bush. Can you say 

conflict of interest? The 
end result of the Florida 
election was that Harris de-
clared Bush the president. 
The crime had been com-
mitted. 

Next Mr. Orenstein 
claims that President 
Obama uses his executive 
powers to bypass Congress. 
Not long ago John Boehner 
cancelled a vote on border 
security funding. Then he 
released a statement after 
he yanked the bill, say-
ing “there are numerous 
steps the president can and 
should be taking right now, 
without the need for con-
gressional action.”

Was John Boehner 
suggesting that if Congress 
won’t act to change a law it 
doesn’t like, the president 
should? Because there’s 
a person who is suing the 
president for doing just 
that right now. His name is 
John Boehner. This GOP-

controlled Congress is the 
least productive in history 
and even if it triples its ac-
complishments, it will still 
own that distinction.

 Lastly, Orenstein says 
“real Americans” don’t 
agree with Obama and his 
liberal/democratic ideals. 
Really? Then how can he 
explain Obama winning the 
presidency....twice and over 
1 million more votes being 
cast for Democrats than 
Republicans in Congress? 
Despite Republican tactics 
like voter suppression, dis-
trict gerrymandering and 
obstruction at every turn, 
intelligent Americans see 
the truth about the GOP.           
Here’s a simple message for 
Republicans like Mr. Oren-
stein: You’re entitled to 
your own opinion, but not 
your own facts. 

Robert LaRosa 
Whitestone

 Derek Jeter has just 
said his final farewell and 
has gone out a winner. He 
leaves with five World Se-
ries rings, sixth all-time 
hits list, a player true to the 
game of baseball, but bet-
ter than that he truly was 
Mr.Clean. 

He was an all around 
guy on and off the field, He 
had a work ethic that drove 
him to play hard, do his best 
and to treat all people with 
respect. The Yankees really 
struck gold when they hired 
Derek Jeter to play for them 
and I think it was the best 
decision they ever made. In 

my opinion, he conducted 
himself well and didn’t dis-
respect America’s past time 
by doing things that would 
tarnish the game as others 
have done. 

He is, was and forever 
will be a true role model for 
future generations to look 
up to. I think even our own 
politicians can learn a les-
son or two from Jeter and 
do the right thing as Jeter 
as done. Now as for Derek 
Jeter, let me say,” Derek 
Jeter, You’ve done good “ !

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village
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Our society correctly 
values the impor-
tance of education 

as a pathway to success 
and a happy life. Count-
less studies show that those 
who graduate from college 
do better — not only fi nan-
cially, but also in other 
phases of life — than those 
with only a high-school edu-
cation.

Sex education is a too 
often ignored area of study 
and it is high time we had a 
candid discussion about it.

I’m not merely referring 
to those sleepy high-school 
classes sometimes called 
“hygiene,” or “sex ed” which 
even us boomers remember 
as the bad joke. In my case, I 
had a clueless physical edu-
cation teacher who one day 
wrote on the blackboard 
(remember those?) terms 
including “gonorrhea” and 
“vulva” and told us that we 
needed to memorize their 
defi nitions for the exam, 
case closed. No discussion 
in class, no debate about 

the pros and cons of teenage 
sex, no role playing about 
what teenage girls think 
vs. what teenage boys think 
when they think about sex.

And now we have 
reached a tipping point in 
the history of our country, 
where sexuality, gender dif-
ferences, what is acceptable 
behavior and what is not is 
starting to rip apart some of 
our vital institutions such 
as the universities, the mili-
tary, and corporate offi ces.

Should we resign our-
selves to this being a pe-
rennial problem that is not 
solvable? 

Absolutely not. 
To be clear, some of the 

educating I’m suggesting 
has been, and should con-

tinue to be, the responsibil-
ity of parents and family. 
And what I’m talking about 
goes beyond the traditional 
boundaries of sex educa-
tion into the realm of gen-
der education, ethics, and 
good old American notions 
of equality for all.

I believe wholeheartedly 
that we must start educat-
ing children — boys and 
girls (but particularly boys) 
— at a young age (probably 
12 or 13) about the biology 
surrounding sexual matu-
ration and the attendant 
behaviors that hormones 
can have an impact on. Not 
just dry biology, but real-
life case studies and role-
playing.

Teenagers need to get 
accurate information and 
learn proper behavior from 
places other than television, 
fi lm, and the schoolyard.

Just as importantly, this 
education process needs to 
be continued from the ages 
of 12 to 22, each year, as 
the vagaries of adolescence 

change and as things like 
alcohol, marijuana, and in-
dependent living get added 
to the mix.

When college freshmen 
arrive on campus, they are 
generally subject to any-
where between two days 
and a week of orientation 
activities. How many col-
leges include sex education 
(and perhaps even alcohol 
education) to this impor-
tant orientation? 

How diffi cult would it be 
to add two days of “sexual 
training,” a series of semi-
nars and frank discussions 
that would include role-
playing so that students can 
hear both male and female 
points of view? 

This kind of “sensitiv-
ity training” should be re-
quired at all colleges at least 
once a year; in the military 
it should be a basic and rig-
orously enforced compo-
nent of offi cer training; and 
at corporations throughout 
the country, it probably 
should be offered at no cost, 

with government subsidies, 
and perhaps even include 
tax incentives for those who 
take advantage of this. 

We are now at a point 
where even powerful 
women like the junior sena-
tor from New York, Kirsten 
Gillebrand, are subject to 
degrading and insensitive 
remarks from male peers. 
Gillebrand has not only dis-
tinguished herself in tak-
ing on the military patri-
archy, but her recent book 
“Off the Sidelines” shines a 
light on the old boys club of 
Washington, D.C.

We can no longer accept 
that “boys will be boys” 
mentality of earlier gen-
erations when it is holding 
back our friends, our wives, 
our sisters, and our daugh-
ters from feeling safe and 
valued at school, at work, or 
on the street. 

We need, as a society to 
make sex education and 
sensitivity training avail-
able and required to a 
larger audience. Then we 

will not read each day the 
heart-rending stories of 
women in the boardroom, 
the military, and the class-
room feeling like they are 
still living — in 2014 — in 
a patriarchal society that 
will never change.

Education is the answer. 
Start at 12 and make sure 
that the next generation 
of men is much better edu-
cated. Let us ensure that 
they will join their sisters 
and girlfriends in the long-
overdue fi ght for equal op-
portunity, equal pay, and 
will make sure that women 
feel equally safe every-
where they go.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
former Liberal and Repub-
lican party-backed may-
oral candidate before he 
returned to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

Boys and girls should begin sex education at 12

Speed cameras masquerade as mayor’s new cash cow

S
peed camera mas-
querade as mayor’s 
new cash cow

They’re earning 
the city more than $15,000 
per day -- and that’s just for 
a single school zone camera 
that is limited to operating 
during school hours only. 

 The city’s latest cash 
cow disguised as a “safety 
program” to make road-
ways safer near school 
zones is the new speed 
cameras that have been in-
stalled all over New York 
City.  Since school is now 
open, these speed cameras 
have been operational, and 
I have encountered dozens 
of people who have received 
a $50 “no-point” speeding 
summonses from the city.  
These unfortunate motor-
ists were ticketed for driv-
ing 10 mph over the posted 

speed limit where these 
one-armed bandits were 
waiting for them. 

 Speed cameras cur-
rently allow a leeway of 10 
mph over the speed limit 
before a summons is issued.  
That 10 mph will surely fall 
or be eliminated altogether 
as the need for city revenue 
increases.  This latest ver-
sion of political snake oil 
has been foisted upon the 
motoring public  as a safety 
measure.  Yet it’s clear that 
the locations of these speed 
camera money machines 
have been carefully se-
lected to maximize revenue 

rather than reduce pedes-
trian fatalities.   Most se-
rious accidents are caused 
by drinking or road rage 
recklessness.  Speed cam-
eras will neither decrease 
nor halt this behavior.  If 
the true intention was to 
slow traffic down, then 
posting large signs “Warn-
ing: Speed Camera Ahead” 
would do the trick.  Deliber-
ately concealing their exis-
tence fails to encourage saf-
er driving, but does succeed 
in keeping motorist dollars 
flowing into New York City 
coffers as an alternate form 
of taxation

 Predictably, as the 
need for municipal rev-
enue increases, an endless 
stream of politicians will 
call for improved “safety” 
and parade themselves be-
fore the cameras seeking 
changes in the speed cam-

era program.  First to be re-
scinded will be the 10 mph 
leeway before a vehicle is 
subject to ticketing.  Next, 
the cameras will be set to 
operate 24 hours a day in-
stead of being limited to 
school hours.  Then the $50 
fine will increase and the 
program will be extended 
from local streets to high-
ways.  The windfall will be 
unprecedented, precipitat-
ing another round of spend-
ing. 

 Two examples of 
speed cameras installed to 
maximize revenue instead 
of promoting safety are 
located on the LIE service 
road in Fresh Meadows and 
Union Turnpike in Belle-
rose.  Traveling east on the 
Long Island Expressway 
and exiting at Francis Lew-
is Blvd., you cross the first 
speed camera less than 100 

feet from the Expressway’s 
exit.  Positioned on the LIE 
service road, it provides in-
adequate time to decelerate 
subjecting hundreds of mo-
torists a day to a fine.  One 
driver presumably caught 
here – posted a handwrit-
ten sign warning “Speed 
Trap Ahead.”

The other money ma-
chine for the city is a speed 
camera inexplicably locat-
ed on a desolate stretch of 
Union Turnpike in Bellero-
se.   This speed camera was 
placed on the westbound 
side just past the Padavan 
School Campus.  There are 
no homes and no sidewalks 
on the camera side of the 
road.  This camera was ei-
ther placed here, beyond 
the school zone by mistake 
or simply as a means to 
maximize revenue for the 
city.  There is no other ex-

planation.    
 If the city’s other 

speed cameras are raising 
revenue at the same rate 
as these two cameras, the 
mayor will have no problem 
paying for his ideological-
driven agenda.  His first 
budget contained billions of 
dollars of looming deficits.  
These speed cameras are 
the pot of gold the mayor 
will need to cover them.  

These revenue-produc-
ing cameras are largely hit-
ting the middle class.  Is it 
any wonder that so many of 
them are leaving the city?   
No doubt the regulators 
will find a way to get them, 
one last time, with a speed 
camera, as they depart the 
city.

Bob Friedrich is presi-
dent of Glen Oaks Village 
and a civic leader

COLUMNS

Bob 
Friedrich

n

On Point

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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12:00 p.m. Guest Registration

12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Mini Golf 450 Exhibits/Healthy  

 Living Stations and Refreshments Balloon Twister  

 and Face Painting Open Play and Exploration of  

 New York Hall of Science

1:00 p.m. (Ages 5-8) Soccer with New York Cosmos

2:00 p.m. (Ages 9-12) Soccer with New York Cosmos

2:00-2:15 p.m. Program on Pediatric Asthma, Prize Drawings

Admission: $35 General Admission, includes One Drawing Entry  
 $125 Healthy Package of 4, includes One Drawing Entry  
 for Each Guest and Discount on Premium Family  
 Membership at NYSCI. Children Under 2 Free!

For more information or to purchase a ticket or family package, 
please contact Alexis at 212.921.9070, ext. 16 or email  

nyhqfamilyday@thejfmgroup.com

SERVING NEW YORK FOR 32 YEARS

Yvette LingerieYvette Lingerie

COME SEE WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT!

FULL SELECTION OF: 
Bras  Bustiers  Corsets  Bathing Suits 

Undergarments  Bridal Wear  Clothing  Plus Sizes

ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL YOUR POST SURGERY NEEDS
Forms  Bras  Lymphedema Sleeves  Wigs  Turbans

CERTIFIED FITTERS
MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

ALTERATIONS DONE ON PREMISES ON ALL OUR CLOTHING
We also carry Wacoal, Marie Jo, Primadonna, Chantelle and Edith Lance

THE 
AREA’S ONLY 

FULL 
SERVICE 

CORSETIER 
SHOP 

& SO MUCH 
MORE!

Look and feel your best for 
weddings and special occasions



22
 TIM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, O
CT

. 3
–9

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

BT

BY KELSEY DURHAM

Bell Boulevard has a 
lot to offer, and the Bayside 
Village BID wants to make 
it known to the commu-
nity.

The Sunday Stroll 
took over a stretch of Bell 
Boulevard last weekend for 
the second year, featuring 
dozens of vendors and an 
afternoon’s worth of fami-
ly-oriented activities. The 
street festival, sponsored 
by the Bayside Village BID, 
offered food from busi-
nesses along the roadway 
from 39th to 41st Avenues 
along with games for chil-
dren and live music and 
performances for families 
to enjoy.

“We wanted to create 
a family-friendly environ-
ment, and we had a lot of 
great sponsors this year 
who supported that,” said 
Lyle Sclair, executive direc-
tor of the BID. “They really 

stepped up to the plate.”
Sclair said the festival 

was started last year as a 
way to showcase the prod-
ucts that businesses along 
the boulevard offer to resi-
dents. Improvements this 
year included the activities 
for kids, such as face paint-
ing and carnival games, 
to make the event geared 
more toward families.  The 
changes to this year’s festi-
val were noticed by parents 
who said they appreciated 
the extra activities for their 
children to take part in.

“We came last year 
and decided to come back 
this year,” said Carmela 
Marcello, a 30-year resident 
of Bayside who was visit-
ing the festival with her 
daughter Sunday. “There’s 
definitely more kids stuff 
this year and my daughter 
is really enjoying it.”

Tents at last week-
end’s event included booths 
from vendors such as the 

Office of Emergency Man-
agement and Holy Cross 
High School, where visi-
tors stopped for informa-
tion about the groups. As 
the festival carried on, res-

taurants handed out free 
samples of food while chil-
dren and adults danced in 
the street to the live music 
being played on a stage set 
up in front of 40th Avenue, 

a part of the event that was 
enough to draw in some un-
suspecting visitors.

“We came to have cof-
fee and heard the music and 
decided to come check it 

out,” said Delores Michaels, 
a longtime Bayside resident 
who was enjoying the beat 
while sitting at a table with 
her husband. “I like that 
it’s something we can walk 
to and can just stop and sit 
and enjoy what’s happen-
ing. It’s a great idea and I 
would definitely come back 
next year.”

Sclair said he was hap-
py with this year’s turnout 
and said he was glad to see 
people enjoying what the 
Sunday Stroll gave to its 
visitors – all of which was 
free to the public. He said 
the businesses involved 
were happy to be a part of 
the festival and hope to be 
able to continue it for years 
to come.

“This is a way for busi-
nesses to give back,” he 
said. “We want people to re-
alize what Bell Boulevard 
has to offer.”

Dancers perform as parents and spectators take pictures at the Bell Boulevard Sunday Stroll. 
Photo by Chris Palermo

Sunday Stroll attracts large crowd to Bell Boulevard
Bayside Village BID sponsors event for second year as community enjoys offerings from local businesses

When it comes to giv-
ing back, New York Com-
munity Bank (NYCB) and 
its Queens County Sav-
ings Bank Division know 
that it is all about support-
ing the communities they 
serve.  Sometimes activi-
ties can be very regional 
and other times they are 
universal.  This year 
NYCB continued its efforts 
to make a difference in the 
fight against breast cancer 
by working directly with 
other community based 
organizations to provide 
breast cancer screening 
and cancer awareness 
education opportunities 
throughout its network.  
This is a case of “there can 
never be enough informa-
tion or activity”.  

NYCB has always been 
involved in raising money 
for the cause through 
branch collections, fund-
raising walks and events, 
but management wanted 
to take it a step further 
and see if we could get 

more involved across 
more of the communities 
we served.  Linda Marr, a 
NYCB Community Liai-
son knew of the successful 
work the Bank had done in 
Staten Island with regards 
to Breast Cancer outreach.  
NYCB and its Richmond 
County Savings Bank Di-
vision has worked with 
Project Renewal’s Mobile 
Mammography team to 
set up opportunities for 
uninsured or underin-

sured women to schedule 
free appointments for over 
five years.  Scan Van’s 
parked in the branch 
parking lot are convenient 
and accessible.  They are 
now a resource that the 
community has come to 
rely on.  This became the 
model for additional ef-
forts. The idea is to get the 
word out and make screen-
ing available to those that 
need it elsewhere was just 
an extension of that suc-

cess.  A team approach - 
where NYCB brought its 
resources to the table and 
supported non-profits in 
order to make for great 
opportunities for commu-
nity members that are of-
ten forgotten.  

In Queens, NYCB part-
nered with The Italian-
American Cancer Foun-
dation and Bosom Buddies 
to bring free screenings 
to those with limited re-
sources.  NYCB does not 

have its own screening 
van, but it has the pulse of 
the community and makes 
sure to get the word out 
and coordinate the events 
of the day.  A member 
of the NYCB team is al-
ways on hand to help with 
the paperwork, and to 
make everyone comfort-
able.  Each event allows 
anywhere between 20-40 
women the opportunity 
to be screened.  NYCB’s 
marketing team develops 

materials announcing 
the events, shares them 
not only at the branch 
locations, but with local 
papers and community 
groups to ensure that ev-
eryone is aware of the 
opportunity.  This year 
there were over a half a 
dozen events hosted in 
the area and others are 
already beings scheduled.  
NYCB also has hosted 
breast cancer awareness 
“conversations” where 
Darcy Novick, founder of 
Bosom Buddies, and a can-
cer survivor comes and 
speaks about the disease 
and about how to cope.

The NYCB Family of 
Banks has always believed 
that it is important to be 
an active member of the 
community, and with em-
ployees that feel the same, 
there is no doubt that 
NYCB is part of the local 
landscape.  To learn more 
about our community ef-
forts visit www.NYCBfam-
ily.com.

Q U E E N S  H E A LT H

NYCB Brings Breast Cancer Awareness to the Communities it Serves
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CORD MEYER DEVELOPMENT COMPANY
Committed to Excellence since 1904
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BRIEFS

The U.S. Secretary of 
Education announced this 
week two Queens schools 
will be honored with the 
National Blue Ribbon.

The Queens College 
School For Math, Science 
& Technology in Flush-
ing and PS 205 in Bayside 
were both given the award, 

which recognizes schools 
nationwide on their overall 
academic excellence.

“These great schools 
are fulfilling the promise 
of American education—
that all students, no mat-
ter their name or zip code, 
can flourish when schools 
provide safe, creative, and 

challenging learning envi-
ronments,” said Secretary 
Arne Duncan. 

The schools will be 
honored with 335 other pub-
lic and private intuitions at 
a November ceremony in 
Washington.

-Alex Robinson

State Assemblyman 
Ron Kim (D-Flushing) offi-
cially launched his re-elec-
tion campaign Sunday.

The Flushing lawmak-
er faces a rematch of the 

race he ran two years ago 
against Republican chal-
lenger Phil Gimm.

Kim became the first 
Korean American elected 
to the state Legislature in 

2012 after convincingly 
beating Gimm.

-Alex Robinson

BY ALEX ROBINSON

An Asian supermarket 
in downtown Flushing has 
been sold for $54.6 million.

Rhee Bros, a Mary-
land-based Asian grocery 
retailer, has sold the Assi 
Plaza, at 131-01 39th Ave, to 
Outlet Plaza LLC, accord-
ing to city records.

Outlet Plaza LLC is 
affiliated with King’s USA 
Group, a hospitality devel-
opment firm,  the Real Deal 
reported .

The site sits near the 
SkyView Center mall and 
is adjacent to the Flushing 
Creek, an area ripe for de-
velopment as the waterway 
has been slated for a poten-

tial cleanup by the city - a 
plan developers who own 
property along the creek 
are pushing for.

The property is also 
just across the creek from 
Willets Point, which is set 
to be transformed through 
a mammoth $3 billion re-
development into a new 

neighborhood with com-
mercial, retail and residen-
tial space.

Rhee Bros first opened 
the grocery store in 1994 
and has since opened a 
handful of Korean super-
markets across the coun-
try.

A representative of 
Outlet Plaza LLC refused to 
comment on the sale.

Syngman Steve Rhee, 
the head of Rhee Bros, 
could not be immediately 
reached for comment.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

The House of Repre-
sentatives announced this 
week the formation of a 
Quiet Skies caucus that 
will join the fight against 
airplane noise.

U.S. Reps. Grace Meng 
(D-Bayside), Steve Israel 

(D-Melville) and Joe Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) 
will represent Queens in 
the caucus, which also has 
a handful of representa-
tives from California, Il-
linois, Florida, Minnesota 
and Massachusetts. The 

members said the caucus 
will work to raise aware-
ness about airplane noise 
as well as fight for solutions 
to concerns the officials say 
their constituents have.

— Kelsey Durham

House creates caucus to fi ght plane noise

Flushing mart sold for $55M

Kim launches re-election bid

Queens schools honored

If you are a parent, this month in-
cludes one of the most important events 
of the year: going back to school. “Stu-
dents heading back to school are experi-
encing a range of emotions—from excite-
ment to fear,” says Eileen Huntington of 
the Huntington Learning Center. “Most 
parents want to get the year off on the 
right foot without stressing out their 
child or overthinking how to make it a 
great year.” Huntington offers several 
dos and don’ts to parents as their chil-
dren prepare to load up the backpacks 
and return to the classroom.

Many children do better when they 
get into the school mindset a couple of 
weeks before the first day. You should 
discuss and set expectations with your 
child about the school-day routine, in-
cluding set times for homework, extra-
curricular activities, dinner and bed.

Some mental preparation for return-
ing to school is a good idea, but there is 
no need to overwhelm your child with 
the nitty-gritty particulars of a typical 
school day many weeks before school 
has even started. Let your child enjoy 
the last few weeks of his or her break.

Encourage your child to spend a lit-
tle time reflecting on the successes and 
struggles of last school year, including 
what he or she thinks went well and not 
so well—and most importantly, how he 
or she could avoid certain pitfalls mov-
ing forward. Talking about the past can 
be a helpful activity as your child sets 
goals to strive for this year and beyond.

If last year had its challenges, it’s 
understandable to be concerned that 
your child may repeat past mistakes. 
However, it is unproductive to spend too 
much time discussing what went wrong 
last year and may even backfire by 
drudging up bad memories and making 
your child fearful about the year ahead.

When speaking to your child, ask 
how you can be the most supportive and 
helpful as he or she begins the school 

year. Keeping the lines of communica-
tion open is important, as is reiterating 
to your child that you want to help him 
or her overcome any struggles and make 
it a successful year.

An important part of school is help-
ing children become independent, re-
sponsible people. Therefore, as much as 
possible, your child needs to be the one 
to take ownership of his or her educa-
tion. Do not set goals or make plans to 
tackle challenges without his or her in-
put.

High school is the start of your teen’s 
adulthood, and as he or she gets closer 
to college, it’s important to start think-
ing carefully about what he or she wants 
to study in college and what types of ca-
reers may suit his or her personality 
and strengths. Seek out opportunities to 
build upon those aptitudes and encour-
age your student to investigate intern-
ships, volunteer experiences and simi-
lar opportunities early in high school 
that will help prepare him or her to 
make those big choices in a few years.

The key to setting the stage for a good 
school year, says Huntington, is to be 
positive and put your child at ease. “As 
always, parents who are engaged in and 
involved with their child’s education can 
make a lasting difference,” Huntington 
says. For more ideas and suggestions on 
how to help your child this school year, 
contact the Huntington Learning Cen-
ter at (800) CAN-LEARN.

Huntington is the tutoring and test 
prep leader. Its certified tutors provide 
individualized instruction in reading, 
phonics, writing, study skills, elemen-
tary and middle school math, Alge-
bra through Calculus, Chemistry, and 
other sciences. It preps for the SAT and 
ACT, as well as state and standardized 
exams. Huntington programs develop 
the skills, confidence, and motivation 
to help students succeed and meet the 
needs of Common Core State Standards. 
Founded in 1977, Huntington’s mission 
is to give every student the best educa-
tion possible. 

Learn how Huntington can help at 
www.huntingtonhelps.com. 

For franchise opportunities please 
visit www.huntingtonfranchise.com.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Back to School 
Dos and Don’ts

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Assi Plaza on 39th Avenue went 
for $54.6 million.
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Preventive health services 
offered in 2014 covered at 100%:

Annual Wellness Visit

Shots (Flu, Pneumococcal, Hepatitis B)

Bone Mass Measurement

Colon Cancer Screening

Breast Cancer Screening (Mammograms)

Smoking cessation (stop smoking) counseling 

and more 

Free, impartial, expert guidance for your Medicare questions:
NYC Health Insurance Counseling and Assistance Program [HIICAP]

For more information on HIICAP services,
call 311 and ask for HIICAP 

or visit us on the web at www.nyc.gov/aging. 
Informacion disponsible en espanol – llame al 311

Talk to your doctor
about new preventive services 

Medicare offers this year.

Today, Jonathon Honya 
of Whitestone, Queens is an 
active, thriving 6-year-old. 
He’s enjoying first-grade 
and runs around at the play-
ground just like other kids 
his age. Looking at him, 
you’d probably never guess 
that he lives with asthma. 
Regular check-ups with 
Dr. Hadi Jabbar, Dr. Gon-
zalo Sabogal and Dr. Wi-
fredo Lao at the New York 
Hospital Queens Pediatric 
Asthma Center help to man-
age his asthma.

This wasn’t always the 
case. By the time Jona-
thon was 13-months-old, 
he had been rushed to the 
emergency room and hos-
pitalized several times at 
another facility for trouble 
breathing – he’d wake up 
in the middle of the night 
wheezing, coughing, and 
couldn’t catch his breath. 
At each visit, he was diag-
nosed with bronchitis. Af-
ter several of these events, 

his grandmother, Bonnie 
Honya, requested a consul-
tation with a lung special-
ist. “I was so scared because 

Jonathon was very sick and 
we didn’t know why,” says 
Mrs. Honya. They were 
referred to the New York 

Hospital Queens Pediat-
ric Asthma Center. There, 
doctors diagnosed Jona-
thon with asthma and pre-
scribed medications to treat 
his asthma and improve his 
breathing. 

“Now we’re able to man-
age Jonathon’s asthma at 
home without going to the 
emergency room. Com-
pared to the way Jonathon 
felt since we first met Dr. 
Jabbar, Dr. Sabogal and Dr. 
Lao, we’ve seen a tremen-
dous improvement in his 
breathing. He feels so much 
better. And I feel much less 
anxious about his health. 
We are grateful for the sup-
port of the wonderful doc-
tors and staff at the New 
York Hospital Queens Pedi-
atric Asthma Center,” says 
Mrs. Honya.

Throughout the U.S., 
asthma is a leading cause of 
emergency room visits, hos-
pitalizations, and missed 
school days. Your support 

will help ensure that more 
of the nearly 50,000 children 
with asthma in Queens  can 
breathe better, and par-
ticipate fully in sports and 
daily activities.

The family granted writ-
ten permission, in accor-
dance with HIPAA regula-
tions, to use their names, 
likeness and information for 
purposes of this testimonial.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

New York Hospital Queens Pediatric 
Asthma Center Helps Kids Stay Active

To support the New 
York Hospital Queens 
Pediatric Asthma Cen-
ter – and its dedication to 
helping families like the 
Honyas – please come to 
Healthy Kids and Fam-
ily Day. The fun, family-
friendly event will be 
held on Sunday, Oct. 5, 
2014, from 12 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
at the New York Hall of 
Science and Rocket Park 
in Flushing Meadows-
Corona Park.

It will feature soc-
cer clinics led by profes-
sional players from the 
New York Cosmos of the 
North American Soc-
cer League, mini golf 
in Rocket Park, open 
play and exploration 

of the Hall of Science, 
balloon twisting and 
face painting, refresh-
ments, games, prizes, 
and more!

Proceeds will sup-
port a peer mentoring 
program for teenagers 
with asthma, interac-
tive asthma education, 
and new cutting-edge 
technology to improve 
the management of 
asthma. 

For ticket informa-
tion and more informa-
tion about the programs 
that will be supported by 
funds raised at Healthy 
Kids & Family Day, 
please visit http://www.
nyhq.org/Healthy-Kids-
Family-Day.
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

After driving around scour-
ing for parking in vain, one wom-
an headed back to South Ozone 
Park and had a friend drop her 
off, only to arrive late for her 
court date.

Another coughed up more 
than three times the fee he usu-
ally spends to park in Kew Gar-
dens.

And a third spent an hour 
and a half finding a spot.

The city’s abrupt decision 
to close the municipal parking 
garage near Borough Hall and 
Queens Supreme Court last week 
has some drivers frustrated and 
Queens Boulevard businesses 
concerned.

The city Department of 
Transportation notified elected 
officials about two weeks ahead 
of Oct. 1, the date it intended to 
close the 80-25 126th St. facility.

However, DOT then shut 
what it describes as a 600-spot 
garage Sept. 24 due to safety con-
cerns.

City Councilwoman Karen 

Koslowitz’s (D-Forest Hills) of-
fice said DOT intends to demolish 
the 1963-era garage and operate a 
300-slot surface lot in its place. No 
time table for this has been estab-
lished, according to the council-
woman.

Koslowitz, Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz, District At-
torney Richard Brown and other 
elected and court officials wrote 
the mayor requesting that his 
administration consider rehabili-
tating the perilous portions of the 
Queensboro Hall Municipal Park-
ing Garage while letting drivers 
use other, safe portions. But DOT 
ultimately decided the entire 
structure posed a hazard.

DOT has suspended alter-
nate side parking through Oct. 4 
on major streets surrounding the 
civic hall and Queens criminal 
courts.  

But the move did little to 
ease Shaneeza Singh’s commute 
to court.

Singh said she gave up on 
finding parking, instead return-
ing to South Ozone Park and hav-
ing a friend drive her.

“That’s why I’m late,” Singh 
said while waiting on line to enter 
the courthouse at about 9:45 a.m. 
“I’m very late.”  

George Spears said he nor-
mally pays about $7 an hour to 
park near court, but that he could 
only find a spot in a $25 garage.

“It’s very congested,” Spears 
said. “It’s crazy.”

Despite getting to Kew Gar-

dens at 8:30 a.m., Mike Harrell, 
of Far Rockaway, said he did not 
park and join the court line until 
minutes before 10 a.m.

“I had to park like 10 blocks 
away,” he said.

And Rev. Edward Davis, 
of The Presbyterian Church of 
Saint Albans, said the city should 
have been more responsible with 
its funds because coming to court 

was difficult enough without 
parking hassles.

“I wonder if they would let 
something like this happen in 
Manhattan,” Davis said.

But not all drivers noticed 
the lack of parking. 

Attorney Rodney Pottinger 
said parking near Brooklyn and 
Manhattan courts was scarcer.

Businesses along Queens 
Boulevard said they were anx-
iously monitoring parking, par-
ticularly early last week when 
film crews were taping on the 
thoroughfare.

Nick Park, manager of Elena 
Cleaners, said most of its custom-
ers are attorneys, judges and oth-
er court officials.

“Even the private garage is 
full,” Park said. “It’s really frus-
trating.”

Reach reporter Sarina Tran-
gle at 718-260-4546 or by e-mail at 
stran gle@c ngloc al.com. 

DOT employees repair the municipal garage near Borough Hall and Queens 
Supreme Court.

Drivers bemoan loss of Kew Gardens garage

$CASH$$CASH$
NO–LINE BIFOCALS

Progressive Lenses 
w/ Metal Frames

$9999
Exam Not Included

VARILUX
Progressive Lenses
(No–Line Bifocals)
w/ Metal Frames

$16999

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES

$6999

Including Free Eye Exam

BUY 1 PAIR 
OF GLASSES

 RECEIVE 1 PAIR 
OF EQUAL OR LESSER 

VALUE*

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be 
combined with any other offers, promotions, 

www.eyesupplyofbayside.com

Accepting Most Insurance Plans
Including Blue Cross, Blue Shield,  Blue View &

 Most Eyemed Insurance. WE ARE A GVS PROVIDER.

Pay for One Eye Exam
& Get up to 3 Exams Free!

Limited Time Only!

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside

718–279–2020
Doctor In: 

Mon., Wed., Fri. 10 - 530  - 730  - 430OF BAYSIDE
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QPTV WINS 
2014 HOMETOWN 

MEDIA AWARDS!

 
The 2014 Hometown Media Awards Ceremony 
was held in Philadelphia, PA, during the 

Alliance for Community Media Conference and 
Exhibition. Community Access colleagues 

from across the nation attended the annual 
event, where QPTV received three awards:

 QPTV Presents: Queens Perspectives and A 
Clip in Time “Still Grieving”  News CategoryQPTV Presents: Understanding Mental 

Illness “Journeys” (Episode 4)   
Informational Talk Show CategoryQPTV’s website, www.QPTV.org 

Website for Access Centers Category

For more information contact Roslyn Nieves, Community Development Manager: (718) 886-8160 ext. 324  communitydevelopment@qptv.org 

41-61 Kissena Boulevard, Suite 2077, Flushing, New York, 11355 FAX (718) 886-8168 |  QPTV Information Line (718) 886-4880

Queens  Publ ic  Te lev is ion   ·   Danie l  J .  Leone ,  Pres ident/CEO   ·   Board  of  D i rectors   Patr ick  J .  D iMotta ,  Cha i rman  ·  

Nay ibe  Berger  ,  Sandra  De lson ,  Stuart  Domber ,   John  B .  Haney ,  A l f red  Harr is ,   Henry  Kee ,  Joan  Serrano-Laufer ,  Ruth  Schlossman
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BY BILL PARRY

Astoria Cove’s prom-
ise of more than 1,700 resi-
dential units, at least 345 of 
them permanently afford-
able, nearly 54,000 square 
feet of retail space, a new 
public school and a water-
front esplanade won over 
the City Planning Com-
mission. 2030 Astoria De-
veloper’s plans for the mas-
sive five building complex 
received a seal of approval 
Monday with a 11-0 vote, 
with two commissioners 
abstaining, and now the 
final say is up to the City 
Council.

“All told,” Planning 
Commission Chairman 
Carl Weisbrod said, “the 
Astoria Cove development 
would add a mix of market-
rate and affordable hous-
ing, employment, shopping 
and recreational opportu-
nities to service the needs 
of current and future resi-
dents in this portion of the 

growing neighborhood of 
Astoria,” 

The vote was an his-
toric one in that it was the 
first time the city has made 
inclusion of affordable 
housing mandatory for a 
developer to secure a zon-
ing change.

“That’s why we expect-
ed the commission’s ap-
proval,” Borough President 
Melinda Katz said. She has 
joined Community Board 1 
in objecting to the project, 
recommending that the de-
veloper include more units 
of affordable housing.

“The City Planning 
Commission’s vote is only 
the start of this process,” 
Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides said. ““While 
the new housing stock is 
sorely needed, the devel-
opment must work for all 
Astorians. When the proj-
ect comes before the City 
Council, we will work with 
the developer and focus on 
providing ample affordable 

housing, dramatically in-
creasing public transporta-
tion capacity of and off of 
the peninsula, and keeping 
the development within the 
fabric of the community. 
The development, done cor-
rectly, has the opportunity 
to be a transformative mo-
ment for us but only if built 
to the highest standard.”

In a statement thank-
ing the Planning Commis-
sion, 2030 Astoria Develop-

ers said it looked forward to 
the project being the stan-
dard by which future de-
velopment projects will be 
evaluated. The firm vowed 
to work with Constan-
tinides and his colleague 
on the City Council on is-
sues such as the number of 
affordable units, the use of 
union labor for construc-
tion and transportation al-
ternatives for the growing 
population in Astoria.

Weisbrod addressed 
that final issue following 
the vote  addressing Katz 
and CB 1’s request for ferry 
service . 

“I am pleased to re-
port that the city is in very 
advanced discussions to 
achieve the issuance of a 
request for proposals for 
a feasibility study of ferry 
landing options along the 
Hallets Point peninsula 
prior to City Council action 
on the Astoria Cove proj-
ect,” he said.

That news is sure to 
please the Durst Organiza-
tion, which purchased a 90 
percent stake in the neigh-
boring Hallets Point proj-
ect. The real estate giant’s 
vice president, Helena Rose 
Durst, said in a statement, 
“Ferries are a pivotal com-
ponent of the transporta-
tion infrastructure for our 
project and the entire Hal-
lets Peninsula.”

The seven building, 
2,404-unit Hallet Point proj-

ect got the green light from 
the city last fall. The City 
Council is expected to vote 
on Astoria Cove by late No-
vember.

Weisbrod said both 
projects will “create a new 
destination in which to 
live, work and recreate. It 
will benefit the broader 
neighborhood, the Borough 
of Queens and, indeed, the 
City of New York.”

Luanne Rozran ques-
tions the whole six-month 
review process. The artist, 
who lives in the Shore Tow-
ers, was one of 56 Astoria 
residents who testified dur-
ing the Community Board 1 
public hearing in June. She 
made an emotional plea 
against the height of the 
towers, saying it would de-
stroy the views of the East 
River and the Manhattan 
skyline.

“Forget about the 
view,” Rozran said. “What 
about the traffic, parking 

The Astoria Cove project moves one step closer to reali-
ty with the approval of the City Planning Commission. 

Graphic courtesy Studio V

Commission OK’s Astoria Cove building plan
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(631) 471-0011

Serving Nassau, Queens & Western SuffolkSSSSSSSSSSSSSSeeeeerviing Nasssau QQueeennnnsssssssss &&&&&& WWesttern SuffffollkkSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSeeeeeeerrvvvviiiing NNaaassssssauu QQQueueeeeennnnnnnnssssssssssss &&&&& WWeWeeesststteteerrrnn SuufuffffffofoollkkNN QQQii NN QQQSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS &&&&&&& W tt S&&&&& WW tt SSS f kkSS fffffff llk
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responsible for omissions or typographical errors.   License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394
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BY BILL PARRY

When Attorney Gener-
al Eric Holder announced 
last week that he had sub-
mitted his resignation after 
nearly six years as the first 
black leader of the Justice 
Department, Queens lead-
ers reflected on the legacy 
of the man who grew up in 
East Elmhurst.

“Seeing someone 
from the neighborhood 
rise to attorney general of 
the United States has long 
been a source of enormous 
pride for this community,” 
state Sen Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) said. “Eric 
Holder’s legacy in the areas 
of civil rights, criminal jus-
tice reform and in standing 
up for the poor and disen-
franchised is something 
that he and all Americans 
can be profoundly proud 
of.”

Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst), 

who was born and raised in 
neighboring Corona said, 
“East Elmhurst is proud of 
its son. Attorney General 
Eric Holder made many dif-
ficult decisions and opened 
many doors for young men 
in our community during 
his tenure. We commend 
him for his service to his 
country.”

During Holder’s ten-
ure, the fourth longest in 
that position, he led the 
fight against voter restric-
tions in north Carolina 
and Texas, supported Edith 
Windsor’s challenge to the 
Defense of Marriage Act, 
and for the first time in de-
cades, according to Presi-
dent Obama, both crime 
and incarceration rates 
declined simultaneously by 
nearly  10 percent.

“Eric has done a su-
perb job,” the president 
said.

Holder did have some 
lows such as the fumbled 

attempt to try the 9/11 ter-
rorists in New York City, 
the failed Fast & Furious 
gunrunning investigation 
and the lack of criminal 
prosecutions from his de-
partment’s investigation of 
the 2008 financial collapse.

Holder will remain the 
head of the Justice Depart-
ment until a replacement is 
approved by the Senate. “I 
hope I have done honor to 
the faith you have placed in 
me, Mr. President,” he said 
during his announcement.

U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica) said, 
“He also sought to repair 
relations between com-
munities of color and law 
enforcement, an initiative 
that is much needed given 
recent tragedies. I applaud 
all of Mr. Holder’s hard 
work, and our nation owes 
him a debt of gratitude for 
his service and sacrifice.”

Elmhurst native Eric Holder has resigned as attorney general after nearly six years leading the 
Justice Department. AP Photo/Molly Riley

Attorney Gen. Eric Holder resigns after nearly six years
Pride of East Elmhurst seen as champion for civil rights, the LGBT community and voter equality
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North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.
Call now for a 
“FREE CONSULTATION” 
to see how our technologies
may benefi t you.

If you have
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

or its Symptoms

With this ad, expires in 30 days

www.northshorerehabilitation.com
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BTThe Best Defense Against Breast Cancer is Education and Early Detection
By Medisys Health Network 

Medisys Health Network proudly supports Breast Cancer Awareness Month. The network comprised of Jamaica Hospital Medical Center and Flushing 
Hospital Medical Center is committed to providing patients with comprehensive health care services and promoting a healthy community. Both hospitals 
advocate for breast cancer awareness through mediums in education, early detection programs and breast cancer treatment options.
Women Health departments at both hospitals are staffed by medical professionals who work closely together to provide excellent patient care. The staff 
consists of breast surgeons, oncologists, radiologists who are fully accredited by the American College of Radiology, Board Certified mammographers, 
who are skilled in the latest technologies in digital mammography and friendly mammography coordinators, who follows up with patients after each visit.
The network’s philosophy is, early detection and education is your best defense in the fight against breast cancer. 
It is important for women to learn more about the disease and take advantage of local resources that help in detecting breast cancer in the early stages. 
Experts believe there is a 98% chance of survival if the cancer is detected early at the localized stage. 
One in eight women will develop breast cancer at some point in their lifetime.  It is the second-leading cause of cancer-related deaths among women in 
the United States, approximately 40,000 are expected to die from the disease in 2014.
The cause of breast cancer remains unknown; however, there are risk factors associated with the disease. 
Genetic risk factors which cannot be controlled include age, family history and personal history of breast cancer. As you get older, your chances for 
developing breast cancer increases. It is estimated that about 77% of women diagnosed are over the age of fifty.  Having a first-degree relative such as a 
mother, daughter or sister with breast cancer increases a woman’s risk of having the disease.  
Risk factors that can be controlled are called environmental and lifestyle risk factors. These factors include smoking, being overweight after menopause 
and living a sedentary lifestyle, with little or no physical activity. Diets rich in saturated fat can increase your risk. 
It is advised to include the recommended daily servings of fruits and vegetables in your diet. Frequent consumption of alcohol can also increase the risk.
If you find you are at risk, call your physician or breast clinic to schedule an appointment for a screening. Screenings may include a clinical breast 
exam and mammogram. Medical practitioners recommend that clinical breast exams be conducted every three years beginning at age twenty and 
mammograms every year beginning at forty.
In addition to recommended screenings and mammograms, an adult woman should perform monthly breast self-examinations. 
Forty-five percent of diagnosed breast cancers were detected by women who felt lumps during self-examination. If during a breast exam, a lump, an itchy, 
scaly rash around the nipple, dimpling of the skin, retracted nipple or discharge from the nipple is detected, see a doctor to follow up as soon as possible. 
In the event the physician determines that findings are abnormal; further testing will be performed to establish a diagnosis. 
Tests may include a diagnostic mammogram, an MRI, a breast ultrasound or a biopsy. If you are diagnosed with breast cancer the physician will disclose 
the type of breast cancer and how far it has spread. Suggested forms of treatment may be surgery, chemotherapy, hormonal therapy, biological therapy 
or radiation therapy.
Medisys Health Network takes a very comprehensive approach in the fight against breast cancer by facilitating the communities served by Flushing 
Hospital and Jamaica Hospital by operating early detection programs, breast cancer screening and mammography services. In order to ensure that all 
patients can take advantage of these services the hospitals provide assistance for those who are uninsured. 

For more information about these services please call: Jamaica Hospital at 718 291 3276
Flushing Hospital at 718 670 8992/8993 or visit www.jamaicahospital.com or www.flushinghospital.com

TIPS FOR A BENEFICIAL SELF-EXAMINATION
In addition to routine medical screenings, a monthly breast self-exam can be a useful tool between doctor’s visits. It requires only a few minutes and can 
alert you to life-threatening changes in your body. While performing your exam, take note of any lumps, swelling, rashes, dimples, pain, or discharge.
Follow these steps:

If you nnotice any irregularities, contact your doctor immediately.
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Between proclama-
tions of “Praise be his 
glory” and speeches com-
memorating Demika Moore 
and La Mont Dottin, doz-
ens released balloons and 
watched the white and vio-
let spheres diminish from 
the Jamaica sidewalk.

“We know that they’re 
really with God — La Mont, 
Demika and all missing 
children,” said Arnita 
Fowler, whose son, La Mont 
Dottin, disappeared in 1995 
and was found floating 
dead in the East River days 
later. “You can get through 
it. You can do good work as 
a result of it.”

In Fowler’s case, she 
started the La Mont Dottin 
Foundation in an attempt 
to reverse policing policies 
that prevented the city from 
notifying her family that it 
had identified her son and 
buried his remains in Pot-
ter’s Field for four years.

The La Mont Dot-
tin Foundation organized 
Saturday’s Walk of Hope, 
which departed from Rufus 
King Park north to Blanche 
Memorial Baptist Church 
in Jamaica. The event cul-
minated in Fowler’s releas-
ing balloons in honor of 
her son and Leticia Moore-
Jackson doing so to pay 
tribute to her niece, Demika 
Moore, who disappeared in 
2010 and was killed months 
later.

Throughout the walk 
and rally, the roughly 30 
attendees asked passers-by 
to sign petitions support-
ing legislation that would 
require the Police Depart-
ment to more rapidly classi-
fy adults as missing people

rather than assuming 
they are able-bodied and 
want not to stay in touch.

For years, Fowler 
has been highlighting her 
son’s case and pushing for 
changes in policing proto-
col. Dottin left his grand-

parents Hollis home to mail 
a package Oct. 18, 1995, but 
Fowler said because he was 
21, police would not take 
a missing person’s report 
until Nov. 13. She moved 
from California to Queens 
and spent years search-
ing for him, only to learn 

in September 1999 that the 
city had identified Dottin’s 
remains six days after he 
went missing and buried 
him in Potter’s field.

But recent revisions to 
proposed legislation have 
advocates feeling optimis-
tic.

Last session, the state 
Senate passed Sen. James 
Sanders’s (D-South Ozone 
Park) Jr. bill calling for po-
lice to stop assuming adults 
are not missing and devel-
op protocols for dispatch-
ing the names, descriptions 
and other details of missing 
adults across city, state and 
federal officer communica-
tion systems. Its counter-
part, introduced by state 
Assemblyman William 
Scarborough (D-St. Albans) 
did not succeed.

“With the real possibil-
ity that the Senate Demo-
crats will take the majority, 
all of these bills are on the 
table,” Sanders said.

City Councilman I. 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Al-
bans) has introduced a res-
olution calling on the state 
to pass these bills, which 
has the backing of 13 oth-
ers.

Moore-Jackson said 
police declined to classify 
her niece’s sudden depar-

ture in 2010 as a missing 
person incident. She was 
found beaten to death in St. 
Albans about six months 
later. Because medical 
personnel believe she died 
the day her remains were 
found, Moore-Jackson said 
a more rapid response from 
police might have made a 
difference.

“Even after three 
months, we went and asked 
to have a report taken, 
please. And they would 
not,” Moore-Jackson said, 
who noted Moore would 
have been 29 last weekend. 
“We were out there march-
ing and walking on her 
birthday on behalf of other 
missing people, hoping if 
we get the laws changed, we 
could prevent other fami-
lies from going through 
this heartache.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at stran gle@c n-
gloc al.com

A walk and rally in southeast Queens called for re-
forming how police handle reports of missing adults.  

Photo courtesy Leticia Moore-Jackson

SE Queens seeks new protocols for missing adults
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The problems with plastic, vinyl windows:
•  Even through normal temperature changes, vinyl 

windows and patio doors can expand, contract, warp 

and leak.  

•  If their seals break and the insulating gas escapes, 

your energy efficiency goes out the window.

The solution is our Fibrex® window:
•  We’re the replacement window division of 

Andersen, and they developed our Fibrex 

material to meet their superior standards.

•   Fibrex is so strong it helps prevent 

glass movement, seal failure, and 

discomfort in your home.

•    Our exclusive Fibrex material 

is twice as strong as vinyl, 

and—unlike wood — requires 

virtually no maintenance.*

�

Call for your FREE Window Diagnosis

1-877-844-9204

Only through October 31st

This special ends 
October 31st!
The people who want 

these windows later 

simply won’t get 
this deal!

You get the windows,  
we pay the interest

Offer only available as part of our Instant Product Rewards Plan. 

Offer expires October 31, 2014.

or

5 YEARS 
NO INTEREST1

SAVE 20% 
on windows AND installation1

Yes, we are discounting BOTH!

1Restrictions and conditions apply; see your local representative for details. Cannot be combined with prior purchases, other offers, or coupons. No adjustments to previous orders. Offer not available in all areas, 20% discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution 

and applies to minimum purchase of 4 or more windows. Offer does not include bay/bow windows. Offer only available as part of our Instant Product Rewards Plan. As part of the Instant Product Rewards Plan, all homeowners must be present and must purchase during the initial visit to 

qualify. To qualify for 20% discount offer, initial contact for a free Window Diagnosis must be made and documented on or before 10/31/14 with the appointment then occurring no more than 10 days after the initial contact. 0% APR for 60 months available to well qualified buyers on approved 

credit only. Not all customers may qualify. Higher rates apply for customer with lower credit ratings. Financing not valid with other offers or prior purchases. No Finance Charges will be assessed if promo balance is paid in full in 60 months. Renewal by Andersen retailers are independently 

owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only and all financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and 

such lender, all subject to credit requirements. Renewal by Andersen retailers do not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing. NJ Consumer Affairs License #: 13HV01541700. NYC Consumer Affairs License#: 

1244514. Nassau Consumer Affairs License #: H0810150000. Suffolk Consumer Affairs License #:43991-H. NYC 1307704. Rockland County License #: H-11942-07-00-00. Renewal by Andersen of Central/Northern NJ and Long Island are independently owned and operated affiliates operating in 

the NJ/NY metropolitan area. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2014 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2014 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. *See limited warranty for details.
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BY BILL PARRY

The Long Island Rail 
Road is taking steps to re-
turn service to Elmhurst 
for the first time in nearly 
30 years. 

When the MTA re-
leased its new Capital Pro-
gram last week, $40 million 
was budgeted for a new rail-
way station to replace the 
one that stood on Broadway 
between Cornish and Whit-
ney avenues.

U.S. Reps. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) and 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
as well as Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) launched a cam-
paign in 2012 to bring back 
rail service to the commu-
nity. 

“Restoring LIRR ser-
vice to Elmhurst will help a 
burgeoning neighborhood 
reach its full economic 
potential and become a 

destination for all New 
Yorkers,” they said in a 
joint statement. “We are 
thrilled to learn that the 

MTA agrees that invest-
ing in this community is a 
win-win and that they have 
included funding to rebuild 

the station in their recent-
ly proposed capital bud-
get. For years, Elmhurst 
residents have called for 

greater transportation op-
tions and we are now one 
step closer to turning this 
idea into a reality. We will 
continue to work with MTA 
officials to ensure this proj-
ect remains a top priority 
and look forward to the day 
when Elmhurst will be the 
next stop for millions of 
New Yorkers.”

The original station 
site, which is on the LIRR’s 
Port Washington line, was 
shuttered in 1985 due to a 
reported decrease in rider-
ship following significant 

changes to train sched-
ules that made the station 
unattractive to commut-
ers. Since the closure, 
Elmhurst’s growing popu-
lation has suffered from a 
lack of efficient public tran-
sit into Manhattan.

“Elmhurst is the fast-
est growing neighborhood 
in my district,” Dromm 
said. “This is a very good 
step in the right direction. 
In Elmhurst people need 
new transportation alter-
natives to help them get to 
work and it would likely 
draw more business, and 
more jobs, to the commu-
nity.” 

He pointed out that an 
LIRR station in Elmhurst 
would help deliver shoppers 
and workers to the nearby 
Queens Center Mall and 
provide a valuable trans-
portation link for Elmhurst 
Hospital Center.

The MTA budgets for a new LIRR station on Whitney Avenue in Elmhurst to replace one that was shut-
tered in 1985.

LIRR plans return to Elmhurst after nearly 30 years
Crowley, Meng and Dromm welcome $40 million funding proposal by MTA toward replacing station

Christ the King High School celebrat-
ed the beginning of the school year with 
Mass, which was offi ciated CK Alumnus 
(’88) Father Frank Spacek.

 As Father Frank presided over the 
Mass, he asked for God’s blessing for 
the new school year. 

 For over 50 years, Christ the King 
High School has been committed to 
providing a quality Catholic Educations 
where students can obtain a high level 
of achievement based upon their unique 
abilities and their relationship with God.

Christ the King Campus
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 
curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. The school 
is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, Vice 
Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., Treasurer; 
Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, President; Arthur 
Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King Celebrates Opening 
of School Year with Mass

The original 
station was 
shuttered in 

1985. 



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, O
CT. 3–9, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
35

BT

When you walk and fundraise in the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer walk, you help the American Cancer Society make the 
greatest impact and save more lives in more communities, through groundbreaking research and programs like clinical trials matching 
and free rides to treatment. 

Walk with us, because you can help us finish the fight.

MakingStridesWalk.org
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer of Queens 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, October 19, 2014, 8 AM
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Richmond Hill
 Cancer Walk

Dozens of supporters made it out to the in-
augural Queens Cancer Walk in Richmond Hill 
last weekend. (Clockwise from top l.) The Divya 
Naach Dance Group spends time on the play-
ground; a clown paints the face of young boy; 
the Jahangir Cancer and Disability Foundation 
participates in the walk; the Divya Naach 
Dance Group performers await their routine; 
the Parent Teacher Association of the PS IIOQ 
show their support at the Queens Cancer Walk. 

Photos by Jamie Messina



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, O
CT. 3–9, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
37

BT



38
 TIM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, O
CT

. 3
–9

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

BT

tion initiatives DOT has 
in the works for downtown 
Flushing are a congestion 
management system which 
will be able to control traf-
fic signals in real time and 
a reconstruction of Main 

Street between 38th and 
41st avenues to make it 
more conducive to pedes-
trian traffic.

The next meeting 
about the select bus service 
will take place at PS 244, 
at 137-20 Franklin Ave., in 
Flushing Tuesday at 6 p.m.

Officials said they ex-
pect to complete additional 

data collection and their 
analysis this fall and that 
a second round of public 
meetings will be held in the 
winter to announce which 
corridor will be chosen.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

has charged $80 per plot 
and more for larger plots at 
a pro-rated price.

“A lot of these people 
have more than one plot or 
have one that’s going to be 
reduced in size and they 
don’t like that,” Wade said, 
referring to the protestors. 
“Many of them think this is 
for one ethnic group, but it’s 
a community garden under 
the auspices of Parks and 
its mandated to be open to 
people of every ethnicity.”

Committee members 
handed out financial state-
ments for 2013 and 2014 
at the protest and said all 
their expenses have been 
cleared by the Parks De-

partment.
James Trikas, the 

committee’s treasurer, 
said he did not feel obliged 
to release detailed finan-
cial records to the garden’s 
members.

“I just need to justify 
what is spent to the commit-
tee and the Parks Depart-
ment,” he said. “If you’re 
the member of a gym, are 
you entitled to every de-
tail of every detail? I don’t 
think so.”

The Parks Department 
refused to answer ques-
tions about the community 
garden, including whether 
the agency had approved 
the committee’s expenses 
and why it had appointed 
new management in 2012. 
But it issued a statement 
concerning GreenThumb’s 

relationship with the gar-
den, which has roughly 280 
plots.

“Garden fees are per-
mitted to be charged by 
garden groups per their 
license agreements with 
GreenThumb,” a Parks 
spokeswoman said in an 
e-mail. “Fees are never 
charged by GreenThumb 
and GreenThumb has not 
discussed any sort of main-
tenance fee agreement with 
the gardeners at Evergreen 
Community Garden. All 
members of the garden are 
expected to be in compli-
ance with the garden’s by-
laws.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 11 

Evergreen

want to miss their own Fun 
Day Fair, held in front of 
the school at 216th Street 
and 38th Avenue.   

“It took a lot to orga-
nize this, but a group of 
mons got together and did 
it,” said Alicia Alvero, a 
Sacred Heart parent who 
helped put together the 
street fair. “We wanted a 
big party for the anniver-
sary and what better way 
than to have a fair.”

Alvero said “a lot of 
families contributed to or-

ganize the event, but with-
out their contributions, the 
street fair would cost have 
cost about $5,000.

“It takes a lot of hours 
and a lot of planning,” said 
Alvero, who has two kids in 
the school. 

After the fun, comes 
the task of replacing the 
whole bathroom.

“It is just in terrible 
shape,” said Farrell.

Farrell said the new 
bathroom will cost about 
$100,000.

The project includes 
replacing the old pipes that 
enter the school’s building 
and the tiles.

“The parents really 
stepped up to the plate,” 
said Farrell, who added 
that in the past the school 
also raised money for other 
capital improvements.

Last year, for example, 
the gym’s floor was re-
placed. 

“We try to do improve-
ments every year,” said 
Farrell, who has been the 
school’s principal for the 
past 25 years.

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Continued from Page 11 

Sacred Heart

Once again, Wyckoff Heights Medical 
Center (WHMC) is pleased to invite 
you to its 18th Annual Golf and Ten-
nis Outing on Monday, October 6, 2014 
at the elegant Old Westbury Golf and 
Country Club.

WHMC continues to make progress, 
forge new partnerships and new col-
laborations. We continue to move 
forward facing current healthcare 
problems and anticipating new ones. 
As always, your financial participation 
in this event sends a clear signal to 
WHMC’s community of your support 
to its Mission and to it’s Doctors and 
Staff.

We hope that you will once again take 
advantage of this opportunity to catch 
up with old friends, make new ones 
and enjoy an exciting day of golf and 
tennis. There will be plenty to eat and 
drink (responsibly of course), and if 
2013 was any indicator - a great time 
will be had by all.

So please come and once again show 
your support to the Hospital and be a 
part of the Wyckoff family.

Thank you,

—Ramon Rodriguez, President and CEO
—Gary Goffner, Board Chairman
—Mounzer Tchelebi, M.D.
—Hector Cruzado, Chief of Staff

18TH ANNUAL GOLF & TENNIS CLASSIC

A FUN DAY AWAITS YOU

For further information contact
hcruzado@wyckoffhospital.org

Contact: Hector Cruzado
718-963-7151

Dinner, Golf & Tennis Classic
Old Westbury Golf & Country Club
Monday, October 6, 2014

Continued from Page 11 
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Get more news, views and information at 

www.TimesLedger.com
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www.nyc.gov/examsforjobs

sanitation

• Great pay and benefits
• Great advancement opportunities

Filing period for Sanitation Worker exam:

www nyc gov/examsforjobs

g p

Oct. 1 to Oct. 31, 2014

• Great pay and benefits

Here’s your chance to help the Big Apple shine.
• Great pay and benefits

Here’s your chance to help the Big Apple shine.Here’s your chance to help the Big Apple shine
JOIN NEW YORK’S STRONGEST!

T he New York 
League of Con-
servation Vot-

ers today announced 
that Genting Americas, 
the developer of Resorts 
World Casino New York 
City (RWCNYC), would 
be the recipient of this 
year’s Environmental 
Leadership Award for 
environmental steward-
ship, citing the commit-
ment to sustainability 
displayed during the 
construction and opera-
tion of their Queens gam-
ing facility.

The award will be 
given at NYLCV’ s “Cel-
ebrating a Greener Sky-
line” reception on Mon-
day, November 17th from 
6- 8 p.m., at the New York 
Yacht Club, 37 West. 44th 
Street, New York City.

“We are proud to honor 
Genting Americas with 
our 2014 Environmen-
tal Leadership Award,” 
said NYLCV President 
Marcia Bystryn. “From 
cleaning up soil contam-
ination to integrating 
mass transit connections 
into the Resorts World 
complex, Genting Ameri-
cas has made sustainabil-
ity a key part of its busi-
ness practices. Genting is 
proof-positive that corpo-
rate partners can play a 
key role in protecting and 

improving our natural 
resources.”

“Genting Americas is 
committed to being good 
stewards of the environ-
ment, ensuring that our 
facilities both comple-
ment our surround-
ings as well as improve 
them,” said Michael 
Levoff, Vice President 
of Communications for 
Genting Americas. “We 
are honored that the New 
York League of Conser-
vation Voters has recog-
nized our work in Queens 
at Resorts World Casino 
New York City, and we 
look forward to continu-
ing to develop properties 
that are sustainable and 
environmentally respon-
sible.”

During construction 
of RWCNYC, Genting 
Americas spent signifi-
cant resources mitigating 
previous environmental 
impacts and removing co-
pious amounts of lead on-
site. Since opening, em-
ployees of RWCNYC have 
volunteered in regular 
neighborhood cleanups 
and tree/flower plantings, 
conducted industry-lead-
ing recycling programs, 
and made generous do-
nations to New York City 
Audubon, Million Trees 
NYC and the Queens Bo-
tanical Garden.

The New York League 
of Conservation Voters 
(NYLCV) was founded 
in 1989 as a nonpartisan, 
policy-making and politi-
cal action organization 
that works to make envi-
ronmental protection a 
top priority with elected 
officials, decision makers, 
and voters by evaluating 
incumbent performance 
and endorsing and electing 
environmental leaders to 
office in New York State.

Genting Americas is 
the United States-based 
subsidiary of the global 
Genting Group. The com-
pany owns and operates 
Resorts World Casino New 
York City, the only casino 
in New York City and the 
most successful slot oper-
ation in the United States. 
The company is also in 
the process of developing 
properties in Upstate New 
York, Las Vegas, Florida 
and the Bahamas. Resorts 
World Las Vegas, will be 
one of the few large new 
developments on the Las 
Vegas Strip in the last de-
cade, creating thousands 
of local jobs and featuring 
world-class amenities.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

New York League of 
Conservation Voters Honors 

Genting Americas for 
Environmental Commitment 

at Resorts World Casino 
New York City
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Dog owners near Juni-
per Valley Park in Middle 
Village say they are trying 
to sniff out what is behind a 
spate of sick canines.

Dorothy Gaugler and 
Lisa Sanford, who helped 
start the Juniper Dog Lov-
ers group, said it has heard 
from several people whose 
dogs have become ill the 
past week or two. After a 
published report suggested 
someone might be targeting 
dogs with poison, the group 
and owners have been eye-
ing potential hazards in the 
park, such as food remains, 
possibly spoiled dog food 
and rodent control materi-
als or droppings and rem-
nants from West Nile virus 
sprayings. The eastern 
part of the park seems to be 
where more dogs are pick-
ing up illnesses, although 
a portion of the park west 
of 80th Street functions as 
a dog run before 9 a.m., the 
two said. Juniper Valley 

Park runs from Dry Harbor 
Road to 71st Street between 
Juniper Boulevards North 
and South. 

“It’s concerning be-
cause multiple dogs are get-
ting sick, but the question 
is whether it’s criminal or 
people are just being stu-
pid,” Gaugler said, noting 
that leftover human food 
being strewn around Juni-
per Valley Park was a haz-
ard. “We just don’t know.”

Sanford said the Juni-
per Dog Lovers was encour-
aging owners to be vigilant 
with their pets and the larg-
er community to ensure the 
park is clean.

The city Department 
of Parks and Recreation 
said it had heard concerns 
from owners and was moni-
toring the park carefully.

The Police Department 
said it had not received any 
related reports.

Robert Holden, presi-
dent of the Juniper Park 
Civic Association, said the 
organization had not heard 
any credible complaints, 
but encouraged dog own-
ers with issues to reach out 
to police. Holden said one 
man called him, identified 
himself as an owner whose 
dog was poisoned, but then 
grew angry and hung up 
when Holden suggested he 

report the incident to cops. 
Holden said he gave the 
man’s number to police, 
who reached out to him, but 
were told he lived on the 
other side of Queens and 
had fabricated the story.

But illness has been 
very real for some. 

Merrideth  Mallon said 
her black lab Dexter vom-
ited, experienced diarrhea 
and had blood in his stool 

for about a day and a half 
after running through the 
eastern part of the park.

“He’s eaten dolls be-
fore and they’ve come out 
completely whole. He has a 
very, very tough stomach,” 
Mallon said. “It had to be 
something that made him 
so much more sick than 
normal... we just have to 
clean up more and we have 
to be more diligent.”  

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at stran gle@c n-
gloc al.com.

Juniper Park dog owners worry as canines get sick

Dogs play in Juniper Valley Park. Photo by Sarina Trangle Chelsea enjoys Juniper Valley Park. Photo by Sarina Trangle

The Police 
Department 

said it had not 
received any 

related reports.
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40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

ONLINE AT:
 WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

97-18 101st Avenue 
Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

This Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
show your support for  

those who have been touched by breast cancer. 

We’re Stronger Together.
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LATE PAGE

I encourage those who need emotional support 
in coping with a breast cancer diagnosis to call

Adelphi NY Statewide 
Breast Cancer Hotline & Support Program 

(800) 877-8077

District Office
213-33 39th Avenue, Suite 238  

Bayside, NY 11361
718-357-3588

braunsteine@assembly.state.ny.us

Assemblyman Edward C. Braunstein
26th District

Proud to Serve 
the Bayside Community

38-01 Bell BLVD (718) 224-7300
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METRO CREATIVE 
CONNECTIONS

Many older men and women 
fi nd the transition to a 
nursing home somewhat 
diffi cult. They tend to see 
a move to a nursing home 
as a step toward surren-
dering their independence, 
and this can be a diffi cult 
hurdle for seniors and their 
loved ones to overcome.

Adding to the diffi culty 
is the fact that many seniors 

move into nursing homes 
because their physical or 
mental status requires the 
help of a professional nurs-
ing staff, leaving family 
members with little to no 
recourse when aging rela-
tives protest the move. But 
there are ways to ease a 
loved one’s transition into a 
nursing home:

Keep a positive atti-

tude. The stress of mov-
ing an aging relative into 

a nursing home can be sig-
nifi cant for all parties in-
volved. But focusing on the 
positives of nursing homes, 
such as around-the-clock 
care and daily activities, 
can help aging relatives 
look at nursing homes in a 
new light. In addition, fam-
ily members who familiar-
ize themselves with nurs-
ing homes will begin to see 
they are often great places 
for aging men and women 

to socialize with others 
their age while receiving 
the care and attention they 
need. 

Choose a nursing 

home close to home. One 
of the more diffi cult parts of 
transitioning to a nursing 
home is the notion that se-
niors are leaving their lives 
behind once they move into 
a home. Choosing a nursing 
home that’s close to home 
and makes routine visits 

from friends and relatives 
possible enables seniors to 
maintain a connection to 
their current lifestyle. 

Plan trips with your 

loved one. Just because 
an aging relative lives in 
a nursing home does not 
mean he or she can no lon-
ger travel. If a relative is 
healthy enough to travel, 
include him on family trips 
and outings. This includes 
more routine events like 

weekly Sunday dinners, 
kids’ sporting events and 
other extracurricular ac-
tivities. 

Encourage your loved 

ones to bring personal 

items. When moving into 
a nursing home, men and 
women must leave behind 
many of their possessions. 
This is a simple space issue, 
as the rooms in a typical 
nursing home cannot ac-
commodate a life’s worth of 
keepsakes and possessions. 
But that doesn’t mean men 
and women have to leave 
everything behind. En-
courage your loved one to 
bring along family photos, 
a favorite chair, or smaller 
mementos from places he 
or she visited throughout 
his or her life. Such items 
can make a nursing home 
seem less antiseptic and 
more like a home.

HELPING A LOVED ONE 
ADAPT TO A NURSING HOME
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Our services are usually covered  
by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

You love being Mom’s 
daughter and friend.

But lately you’ve also 
become her nurse, physical 
therapist and aide.

Now what? 
Taking care of an elderly loved one can feel like a full-time job.  
The Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) can help. We  
have specialists trained in managing specific conditions such as  
heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. Many of our 
specialists also live in the communities they serve, so they can  
deliver care quickly and are familiar with local pharmacies and  
medical centers. When you realize it’s time to get help taking care  
of Mom or Dad, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NO

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

ELDERCARE TODAY

METRO CREATIVE 
CONNECTIONS

At some point in a person’s 
life, he will spend time in a 
hospital and have to transi-
tion home after recovery. For 
seniors, this is a common oc-
currence and one that can be 
particularly troublesome. A 
little planning can make the 
process easier on the patient 
and the caregiver.

Plan early 
Learn when the dis-

charge date will be and fi nd 
out what will be needed at 
home. Talk with hospital 
staff about which equip-
ment can make recovery at 
home easier. A caregiver 
may get recommendations 
on nearby medical supply 
stores and other vendors 
that can provide what’s 
needed, such as visiting 
nurses.

Rearrange the home
Certain things at home 

may need to be changed de-

pending on why the person 
was hospitalized. Individu-
als with crutches or in a 
wheelchair may need extra 
space made in the home to 
travel safely. If the patient 
normally sleeps upstairs, a 
bed may need to be set up 
downstairs instead. Ramps 
may need to be installed 
over stairs as well. 

Make a list
Keep a list of important 

phone numbers, including 
the doctor and the local 
pharmacy, on a central list 
so that it is easy to contact 
the person in case of an 
emergency. 

Expect extra costs
Some procedures may be 

covered by health insurance, 
while others may not. Fam-
ily members may have to 
rally together to offset costs 
for medical care outside the 
realm of insurance.

Get help
Many family members 

want to be the sole care-
giver for a parent or spouse 
who has left the hospital.   
But the demand of around-
the-clock care can some-
times be overwhelming. 
Caregivers should not be 
embarrassed to ask for help, 
even if that means hiring a 
professional. Providing the 
best care for the patient 
should be the priority.

Patient support 
The newly discharged 

patient may have mixed 
feelings about being at home 
and fawned over. Therefore, 
caregivers should tread 
lightly to develop a strategy 
that works well for every-
one.  

Home from the hospital
Keep a list of 

important phone 
numbers, including 
the doctor and the 
local pharmacy, on 

a central list
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

For the next four weeks 
New York’s chapter of the 
American Institute of Ar-
chitects plans to spotlight 
architectural gems across 
the city, including sites in 
Queens, during its annual 
Archtober festival. 

As part of the 31-day 
celebration, AIA has select-

ed a Building of the Day, 
and will offer tours and 
discussions on each of the 
structures. 

“It’s 31 days and 31 
buildings,” said Cynthia 
Kracauer, festival director. 
“We try to get a representa-
tion of the diverse expres-
sion of architectural in the 
entire city.”

Since its inception in 

2011, Archtober’s organiz-
ers have always required a 
minimum of one location in 
each of the five boroughs. 
AIA has regularly filled 
the slate with stops here. 

“Queens has never 
been a problem,” said Kra-
cauer. “In past years, we 
have toured the TWA ter-
minal at JFK and explored 
flood mitigation in the bor-
ough.”

JFK factors into this 
year’s program as well, 
when the Oct. 7 Building 
of the Day is the Virgin 
Atlantic Clubhouse in the 
terminal. 

The 10,000-square-foot 

space was a joint venture 
between Virgin Atlantic’s 
designers and New York-
based Slade Architecture.

Described as an Up-
town-themed space, the 
clubhouse includes a bar, 
dining area, hair salon and 
spa. 

“It’s a space that in-
vites Upper Class passen-
gers to relax and enjoy 
themselves before flying,” 
Virgin spokeswoman Jai-
me Fraser said in a state-
ment. 

Although the Virgin 
Atlantic Clubhouse is nor-
mally available only to tick-

Celebrate Archtober with tours of 
iconic and award-winning buildings 

across the borough and city

Continued on Page 49

TimesLedger, October 3-9, 2014

DESIGNS   QUEENSDESIGNS   QUEENSONON

Sudoku 46 
Arts & Entertainment 46 

Crossword Puzzle 50 
Guide to Dining 51 

A low counter and chairs (top) rather than stools fill the bar area, 
and the wall design in the dining area mimics the pattern of 
an airline seat at the Virgin Atlantic Clubhouse at JFK. 

 Photos courtesy Virgin Atlantic Airways
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Answers in Sports

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for up to 5 people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

May not be combined with any other offer.

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Halloween Treats
at Aunt Bella’s

$595 SPECIAL CHILDREN’S MENU
Kids under 12 will have their choice of:  

Baked Ziti, Ravioli or Pasta (whole wheat or semolina)  
with meatballs, meat sauce or broccoli, garlic and oil;  

or Chicken Fingers with French Fries

HERE’S A TREAT FOR YOU:

Join us weekdays from Oct. 9th through Oct. 31st  
as we give a free bag of individually wrapped 
candies to any child under 12 — Eat-in only

h tb l

o

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

EVENTS

En Plein Air Art Workshop — 
An introductory class for all 
ages, participants will hone 
their skills with charcoal and 
pencil drawing. Materials will be 
provided or bring your own.
When: Saturday, Oct. 4, from 2 
pm - 4 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $5/per person, 
registration is required
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Wheelchair Football League 
— Wheelchair athletes come out 
for a weekly pickup game every 
Sunday in Bulova Park.
When: Sundays, from 8 am - 
noon, through Nov. 30
Where: Bulova Park, 76-01 25th 
Ave., East Elmhurst
Cost: Free
Contact: (347) 512-7186

Website: 
wheelchairsportsfederation.org

Open House New York: 
Kingsland Homestead — The 
12th annual Open House New 
York celebrates the city’s 
architecture and design history. 
Tour Kingsland Homestead and 
view the current exhibition. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 11, from 
2:30 pm - 4:30 pm
Where: Kingsland Homeland, 
143-35 37th Ave., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 939-0647
Website: www.
queenshistoricalsociety.org

Farmer’s Market Fridays 
— Fresh, local and seasonal 
products available every Friday.
When: Fridays, 8:30 am - 4 pm, 
through Nov. 21
Where: Queens Botanic Garden, 
Main Street and Dahlia Avenue, 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 886-3800

Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

GrowNYC Greenmarket — 
Farm-fresh vegetables and 
seasonal produce available 
every Saturday.
When: Saturdays, 8 am - 4 pm, 
through Nov. 22
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

MUSIC

Huang Tiange — The 10-year-
old piano prodigy performs 
three Mozart sonatas and his 
own composition, “Xinjiang 
Suite.”
When: Sunday, Oct. 5, at 3 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $15/general, $12/
members, $10/students
Contact: (718) 463-7700, ext. 
222
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

Shahkar Bineshpajooh — The 
Iranian poet, songwriter and 
singer, who taught himself 
to play the guitar, piano and 

Continued on Page 50
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ALL PROCEEDS ARE 100% TAX DEDUCTIBLE. THE RUBINHAIM FOUNDATION IS A 501(3)C NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION

Latin musician brings his sound to Elmhurst
Grammy Award-nominated pianist Manuel Valera set to perform series of shows at Terraza 7
BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Manuel Valera can romance 
a jazz tune like a Latin lover ser-
enading his amorcita. 

The Havana-born pianist-
composer’s rich progressive sig-
nature style — a blend of Latin 
music with jazz harmony and 
improvisation — evolved from 
his love of jazz, and was inspired 
by the Cuban boleros, the slow-
tempo Latin music that he grew 
up with. 

“My music in general… I 
feel that it bridges a gap between 
Cuban music, American popu-
lar music and jazz in a way that 
hasn’t been done too often. I feel 
that I, because of my background, 
also bridge those gaps,” said Val-
era. “Composition is a huge part 
of my musicianship. I enjoy it as 
much as playing the piano.”

Over the next few weeks 
music fans in Queens will have 
a couple of chances to check out 
Valera when he performs with 
the Samuel Torres Duo at Terraza 

7 in Elmhurst. 
“Being from Cuba and then 

studying and living in New York 
City has helped me and my play-
ing be more rounded and versa-
tile,” said Valera. 

In 2012 he and his band re-
leased a new CD, “New Cuban Ex-

press” (Mavo Records), with Yos-
vany Terry on saxophone, John 
Benitez on bass, Tom Guarna on 
guitar, Eric Doob on drums and 
percussionist Mauricio Herrera. 
This recording earned them a 
nomination for the 2013 Grammy 
Award for Best Latin Jazz Al-

bum.
“The Grammy nomination 

was an amazing thing for me.  
You can’t buy that kind of expo-
sure,” said Valera. “It was for our 
first recording with NCX and it 
actually helped launch the band. 
It gave us a lot of performing/tour 
opportunities, as well as the pos-
sibility of recording two more re-
cords with the group.  It has been 
an amazing ride since the nomi-
nation.”

This year has been a very 
busy one for the pianist. In the 
spring he released his first solo 
piano album, and his eighth as a 
leader, “Self Portrait.” 

“This is a very personal proj-
ect because playing solo piano, 
everything is exposed and it gives 
the listener a good insight into 
my playing and compositions,” 
Valera explained. 

In September, he released an-
other recording with New Cuban 
Express (on the Criss Cross Jazz 
label from Holland). “In Motion” 
is the third record, and his ninth 

as a leader. “It features the en-
semble in a more acoustic setting 
than the previous records,” said 
Valera, 34, who arrived in Miami 
in 1995. 

“My family left Cuba because 
the situation there was very bad 
at the time. The inflation of the 
dollar and the collapse of the 
USSR had made living in Cuba 
impossible,” he recalled. “The 
time around the mid-’90s is called 
Periodo Especial. My grandpar-
ents were the first to leave and 
then we followed. I was 14 and 
my mother felt that there wasn’t 
much of a future for us there. I’m 
glad they made that decision.  I 
don’t know what I would be doing 
had I stayed in Cuba.”

When he was 9, the musician 
was enrolled at a conservatory in 
Havana called Manuel Saumell. 
“At the time, I was playing clas-
sical saxophone.  It wasn’t until I 
was 12 or 13 that I decided that the 
piano was my instrument. Now I 
only play piano and other forms 

Havana-born pianist Manuel Valera brings his Latin jazz sound to Elmhurst for a 
series of shows. Photo courtesy Jimmy Katz

Continued on Page 50
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It’s that 
Time of Year...

For Holiday Cheer 
At Bourbon Street!

Reserve a 
Monday–Wednesday

event until
November 15th and

receive 10% off!

bourbonstreetny.com

SE Queens performance house announces new season
Jamaica Center for Arts & Learning plans to offer theater, music and dance to audiences in ‘14-’15

BY JUAN SOTO

The show must go on. 
The Jamaica Center for the 

Arts & Learning unveiled its new 
season, one that includes plays 
for young audiences, concerts 
from every genre and a variety of 
gallery showings. The programs 
coincide with the launching of 
JCAL’s new redesigned website.

On tap for the upcoming season 
is the School Day Assembly Perfor-
mance, a series of plays selected to 
“captivate students’ imaginations.”
JCAL’s 400-seat auditorium will 
also hold the Sunday Afternoon 
Concert program, a year-long con-
cert series that presents a broad 
range of music, from cabaret and 
Broadway to gospel, Caribbean, 
jazz and Doo Wop.

The series kicks off Oct. 19 
with Aurora Flores & Zon del 
Barrio, a presentation of salsa, 
merengue. bachata and other 
Latin sounds honoring Hispanic 
Heritage Month.

But before that, on Oct. 10, 

Broadway comes to Jamaica.
The center’s over-sized stage 

and state-of-the-art sound and 
lighting system will be celebrat-
ing its 42nd anniversary with its 
“Broadway in Jamaica Soiree,” 
a fund-raiser for JCAL’s educa-
tional program presented by the 
board of directors and the Jamai-
ca Performing Arts Center. It will 
feature performances of culture, 
arts and music form Broadway.

The Jamaica landmark build-
ing, a former Dutch church, will 
also be the home for the “Making 
Moves Dance Festival” series. This 
is the fifth year the 45,000-square-
foot facility will hold a two-part 
showcase featuring New York 
City’s emerging dance companies.

Next year, the arts center 
will house its large-scale project 
“Jamaica Flux: Workspace & Win-
dows.” Before that occurs, JCAL 
is celebrating an intermediate 
exhibition under the name of “HQ 
for Planning Jamaica Flux.”

The exhibit is mounted at 
the William P. MIller Jr. Gallery 

and it will remain open until Nov. 
29. It is a space for artists to ex-
changed their ideas, present art 
and explore the relationship be-
tween art and community. 

“HQ for Planning Jamaica 
Flux” was curated by Heng-Gil 
Han, a former JCAL resident cu-
rator and now the director of the 
Korean Art Forum.

And from Dec. 12 until Jan. 15, 
JCAL will present “Cultural Cap-
sules,” an international exhibition 
that features artwork telling human 
stories in unbar society settings.    

And local artists will still 
be able to enjoy benefits through 
the Visual Arts Program. JCAL 
provides career resources and 
support while “bringing contem-
porary visual arts to an under-
served constituency.”

More information on the sea-
son’s program and classes at JCAL 
can be found at www.jcal.org.

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260-4564.

Vocalist Jo Lawry and Air and Space Trio are among the artists who have per-
formed on the Jamaica Center for Arts & Learning’s stage.
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eted passengers, the second 
Queens stop is always open 
to everyone. 

The Glen Oaks Library 
at 256-04 Union Turnpike 
opened in May 2013 and re-
placed its 57-year-old prede-
cessor, which no longer 

“We are so proud that 
the Glen Oaks Community 
Library has been invited to 
be part of this year’s Arch-
tober Building of the Day 
celebration,” said Bridget 
Quinn-Carey, interim presi-
dent and CEO of the Queens 
Library. “The library is not 
only incredibly beautiful, 
but it is a true community 
hub. This library is a great 
example of the power of a 
well-designed community 
space.”

Designed by the Mar-
ble Fairbanks group, the 
18,000-square-foot build-
ing includes a sky-lit read-
ing room, two community 
meeting spaces and outdoor 
patron area. The proj-
ect earned accolades and 
awards from AmericanAr-
chitects.com, the Queens 
Chamber, NY Chapter of 
AIA and Architizer. 

“We always like to vis-
it libraries and other public 
projects,” said Kracauer. 
“When the city is willing 
to hire a high quality archi-
tect, it really shows the civ-
ic spirit and creates a much 
more thoughtful building.”

AIA’s visits in Queens 
wrap up with two walking 
tours — in Rockaway Beach 
Oct. 11 and Forest Hills to 
Corona Oct. 18 — which 
Kracauer dubs environ-
mental tours that examine 
the total urban settings, 

including municipal art, 
streets, public spaces and 
parks. 

To compile a list of 
buildings, AIA consults 
with a group of 49 orga-
nizations — architecture 
firms, design companies 
and museums — which 
nominate projects. Build-
ings that receive one of 
AIA’s design awards and 
even classical structures 
— last year the Statute of 
Liberty made the list — 
are also included.

Most of the daily tours 
take place around noon and 
are either free or come with 
a nominal fee, said Kracau-
er. Registration is required 
for each event.

Participants can ex-
pect to hear insider tidbits 

from tour guides who were 
part of building each struc-
ture. At some stops people 
will even have the chance 
to ask questions of the ar-
chitect who designed the 
place. 

While many of the 
tourgoers work in the 
design and architecture 
fields, Archtober attracts 
all types of individuals, 
said Kracauer.

“There is a real hun-
ger in the citizenry to 
understand our environ-
ment,” she said, “and to un-
derstand the role architec-
tural plays in the quality of 
our lives.”

For more information 
and to make reservations, 
visit www.archtober.org.

Continued from Page 45

DESIGN ON QUEENSDESIGN ON QUEENS

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
(Near Clearview Expressway)

F R E E
Admission

Raffl e Drawing

LIVE
GREEK MUSIC

2014

RD ANNUAL

A walking tour from Forest Hills to Corona is part of this year’s 
Archtober festival. The Glen Oaks Community Library, designed by 
the Marble Fairbanks Group, is part of AIA’s Archtober festival. 

Photo courtesy Queens Library

Oktoberfest Celebration Menu  $18.95 
Includes choice of Salad or Goulash Soup

 ENTREES 
Sauerbraten with Potato Pancakes 

Jagershnitzel with Hunter Sauce and Spatzel   
Bratwurst and Knockwurst Plate with Sauerkraut and Pretzel

DESSERT    
Apple Strudel

AMERICAN GRILL

213-10 41ST AVENUE, BAYSIDE, NY 11361

718.224.0060

All Month  
Pitchers of Radeberger,  
Sam Adams Oktoberfest  
and Becks Oktoberfest  

$16

 Please join us for Quizzo 
every Wednesday Night. We 
have all the NFL games with 
bar and Wing Specials and 
Pitcher Specials every day.
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PRODUCTIONS

“A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” — Titan Theatre Co. 
returns with its hit adaptation 
of Shakespeare’s comedy, in 
which each actor’s role that 
night is decided at curtain 
time. 
When: Oct. 3 through Oct. 12, 
Tuesday - Saturday at 7:30 pm, 
Sunday at 4 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park

31. Rocket sections
33. Calls, once
35. Shinbones
38. Genesis fall place
43. ___ Nona (Tomie dePaola 
children's book)
45. 12-step program
49. "You think I won't?!"
52. 2002 headline company
54. West Side Story heroine
55. Chorus voice
56. Space starter?
57. "Oh, why not?"
59. Planting areas
60. Teeny, for short
61. Movie pooch
62. Trapper's haul
64. 'No' vote

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Oct. 3-9, 2014

By Bill Deasy

Ms. Scarlet's Friends
Across
1. 1970s veep
6. Tell ___ story
10. The Amazing Race aid
13. Polished-off
14. Musical symbol
16. Born in the ___: Springsteen
17. Type of crime
19. Avg. level
20. Verbally assault
21. Indulge
23. BlackBerry devices, e.g.
25. Sailing the Pacific
26. Stage equipment
29. Vegas openings?
32. Unhip person
34. Big shot at the bar?
36. The "G" in G-man: abbr.
37. "Rock Around the Clock," e.g.
39. Case for needles
40. Pro-school grp.
41. Yikes!
42. Pyramids, e.g.
44. Typical Georgia Tech grad (abbr.)
46. Hill and ___
47. A few words in passing?
48. Trusty mount
50. 1040 ID
51. The "C" in T.L.C.
53. Bogus
55. Target of John Brown's raid
58. Asian penisula
62. F of FSU
63. Elite military unit
65. Chip brand
66. Way to a man's heart?
67. In the thick of
68. "Rob ___" (Sir Walter Scott novel)
69. Unduly curious
70. Snap course

Down
1. "___ needle pulling thread..."
2. Oom- __ (tuba sounds)

3. "How Sweet ___": James Taylor
4. Go back to an old source
5. City near Syracuse
6. Word after long
7. Rights org. led by M.L.K.
8. Casa cooker
9. ___ quick retreat
10. World War I weapon
11. Memo opener
12. Bachelor home
15. San Joaquin Valley town
18. Trolley toll?
22. Reacted to a shock
24. They may be skipped
26. Act as lookout
27. "Ditto"
28. Wacky to the max
30. Word with main or blessed

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

FOR THE BIRDS
B A R S S T R A P P R I M
L U A U T H E I R A O N E
O T I C E A G L E S C O U T
C O N C E P T S H E S S E

E R I C A V E R T E D
P I G E O N H O L E D
L O R D S G O E S A D D
O W E S C E L T S A L E E
W A Y S O R E L L A M A

C A R D I N A L S I N
S C H O O L S N O U N
U R B A N L A I D I N T O
G O O S E B U M P S G O O D
A C M E C A N O E H A R D
R E B S C L O D S T H I S

of keyboard instruments, 
such as Fender Rhodes, 
synthesizers, etc.,” said Val-
era, who has been perform-
ing for almost 20 years and 
says he’s been fortunate to 
travel the world doing what 
he loves. 

He just got back from a 
tour in Germany.

“My music is inspired 

by many things. The first 
and most obvious one is the 
music that has come before 
me, the history. Both North 
American music and Cuban 
music have had a big part in 
shaping me as a musician,” 
he said. “There are also 
other things that inspired 
me, such as my surround-
ings, the musicians I work 
with and definitely, my 
family — they are a huge 
part of everything I do.”

Jazz
Continued from Page 47 

drums, performs. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 18, at 9 
pm
Where: Kuperferberg Center 
for the Arts, Colden Auditorium, 
65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $55 - $125
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

TALK

Prospect Cemetery and 
the Chapel of the Sisters 
— A combination lecture and 
walking tour looks at the two 
New York City landmarks and 
recent renovations of both. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 11, at 2:30 
pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 
150-03 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Cost: Free, but reservations 
are required and limited to 20 
participants.
Contact: (718) 206-0545, ext. 13
Website: www.kingmanor.org

FILM

“MAKERS: Women in Space” 
— Part of the PBS series 
profi ling the impact that 
women have had on industry 
during the last 50 years, this 
episode looks at the women 
pioneers in the U.S. space 
program.
When: Wednesday, Oct. 8, at 
6 pm
Where: A.R.R.O.W. Field House, 
35-38 35th St., Astoria
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 349-0444
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

KIDS & FAMILY

Children’s Garden Fall 
Sessions — Young gardeners, 
ages 5 to 12, can explore the 
Queens Botanical Garden’s herb 
and bee gardens and cook with 
just-harvested produce. 

When: Oct. 4 and Oct. 26, from 
2 pm - 4 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $20 per session/non-
members, $15 per session/
members, $75 for four 
sessions/non-members, $55 for 
four sessions/members
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Day of Family Fun and Fitness 
— Get moving at this event 
featuring soccer clinics with 
New York Cosmos players, mini 
golf in Rocket Park and more 
than 450 science exhibits to 
help benefi t New York Hospital 
Queens Pediatric Asthma 
Center.
When: Sunday, Oct. 5, from 
noon - 4 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., Corona
Cost: $35/per person, $125/
family pack of four
Contact: (212) 921-9070, ext. 16
Website: nysci.org

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-
In Program for Families — On 
the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore 
the galleries and then spend 
time in the education room 
making art. Educators will be 
on hand to discuss gallery 
connections, introduce 
materials and assist in art 
making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/includes 
museum admission and 
materials
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

DANCE

Martha Graham Dance Co. 
— The iconic contemporary 
dance troupe’s performance 
will include “Suite From 
Appalachian Spring” and “Cave 

of the Heart.”
When: Saturday, Oct. 11, at 2 pm 
and 8 pm and Sunday, Oct. 12, 
at 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $25 - $42
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

Shawn T. Bible/stbdance and 
Bianca Johnson & Dancers 
— Take Root at Green Space 
provides choreographers 
with the chance to produce a 
full-length or paired evening 
of work. 
When: Friday, Oct. 17 and 
Saturday, Oct. 18, at 8 pm
Where: Green Space Studio, 
37-24th St., Long Island City
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

Fertile Ground at Green 
Space — This monthly series 
showcases emerging and 
established artists. In Oct. the 
program includes Emergency 
Escape Window, Elena Light, 
Eric Bliss Choreography, Kipuka 
Theater, Katherine Maxwell and 
Annie Woller Movement. 
When: Sunday, Oct. 19, at 7 pm
Where: Green Space Studio, 
37-24th St., Long Island City
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu dance 
popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome 
and all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 11; 
6:30 pm workshop for all ages 
12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

Arts
Continued from Page 46 

IF YOU GO

Manuel Valera and 
Samuel Torres Duo

When: Thursday, Oct. 9 
and Friday, Oct. 17
Where: Terraza 7, 40-19 
Gleane St., Elmhurst
Contact: (718) 803-9602
Website: www.
manuelvalera.com

Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 760-0064

Website: www.
titantheatrecompany.com

“Night Watch” — Theatre 
Time presents Lucille 
Fletcher’s thriller, a mix of 
murder and madness, set in a 
tony Kips Bay townhouse. 
When: Oct. 18 through Oct. 
26, Fridays and Saturdays at 8 
pm, Sundays at 3 pm, Opening 
Night includes a dessert 
buffet and meet and greet 
with the cast.

Where: Colonial Church of 
Bayside, 54-02 217th St., 
Bayside.
Cost: $18/general admission, 
$16/seniors and students
Contact: (347) 358-8102
Website: www.theatretime.org

AUDITIONS

First String Players will 
hold auditions for the Ken 
Ludwig comedy “Lend Me 
A Tenor.” Auditions will be 
held Sunday, Oct. 19, from 
1 pm - 3:30 pm and Monday, 
Oct. 20, from 7 pm - 9:30 pm. 
For more information, e-mail 
firststringplayers@gmail.
com
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Guide toDINING

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

THE HOME OF EURO-SOUL CUISINET

TO BE FEATURED IN OUR GUIDE TO DINING CALL FOR INFORMATION: 718.260.4521

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
www.JimmysBayside.com
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LATE PAGE

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

 

JOIN & ROLL YOUR 
WAY TO FREE PLAY!

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

In Queens Near JFK Airport. 
Locate Your Free Shuttle: RWRedExpress.com

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. 
PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-hour Problem Gaming Hotline: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

 

WIN UP TO $100 FREE PLAY

 

 Now - December 31, 2014

  PLUS  EARN & GET 
 $10 Dining Voucher on sign-up day.

*New members only. See Genting Rewards for rules and details.
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Model Homes Open Daily 10-6
Arverne By The Sea

• Starting at $599,000*
• Income-Producing Two-Family Homes
• Beachfront Living 
• Rooftop Terraces
• 20-year tax abatement
• Designer Upgrades ¶
• Gourmet Granite & Stainless Kitchens¶
• Free Membership to YMCA**

Arverne By The Sea

6306 Beach Front Road | Queens, NY 11692
888.536.5537 | ArverneByTheSea.com 

The New Baja Model

The complete terms are in offering plans available from the Sponsor HO6-0020, HO7-0035, Benjamin Beechwood Breakers, LLC. Benjamin Beechwood Dunes, LLC. Rockaway Beach Blvd., Arverne, NNY.  
*Prices and availability are subject to change without notice.  **Free 1 year YMCA membership with home purchase. ¶ The Baja owners units include granite & stainless kitchens/designer upgrades.

Th B jThe Baja

    Starting at 

$599,000*

There is a well-established support system 

in place for bereaved spouses and children of 

deceased, uniformed New York City employ-

ees, such as cops and firefighters. That’s a good 

thing, but the options may be limited for the av-

erage family struggling with a similar tragedy.

The Rubinhaim Foundation hopes to amend 

the disadvantage by opening the nation’s first 

free day care facility in Forest Hills, N.Y., for 

children trying to come to terms with the devas-

tating loss of their mother or father. Angels Day 

Care Center will help widowed parents establish 

a stable environment for their children, while 

leading them through the painful transition to 

their new normalcy, pledge its founders, who en-

courage you to leave your own lasting imprint 

with a generous donation at a fundraiser on Oct. 

7 to help finance the project construction — with 

a ground-breaking planned for the fall. 

The red-carpet banquet at Da Mikele Illagio 

Palace, 79-17 Albion Avenue in Elmhurst, N.Y., 

promises to be a one-of-a-kind affair, sponsored 

by Manhattan’s finest barbershops, Reamir & 

Co (reamir.com) and hosted by Z100’s Skeery 

Jones, with an international feast prepared by 

master chef Mikele Zavolunov. A celebrity-stud-

ded line-up of stars and performances includes 

Dancing with the Stars ballroom battle winner, 

Allen Genkin and ballroom champion Amanda 

Spivack, the legendary Rose Sisters, Manolo the 

sound of Gipsy Kings, Nick Z from Comedy Cen-

tral and Saturday Night Live, Kelly Bensimon of 

The Real Housewives of New York, and interna-

tional instrumentalist Didula.

All eyes, of course, will be on the prize — a 

brand new Angels Day Care Center, where a 

highly qualified, specially trained staff will do 

its best to provide fragile children with a qual-

ity education, plus the sensitivity, understand-

ing, and emotional support they deserve on their 

path to recovery and independence. An added 

boost? An on-site chef will prepare delicious, 

homemade, organic meals three times daily, so 

that young ones can nourish their mind, body, 

and spirit while they learn the support skills 

needed to cope with their lasting grief.

For more information about the Oct. 7 gala and 

Angels Day Care Center, visit www.Rubinhaim.

org or contact info@ rubinhaim.org. All forms of 

donations are now being accepted, and parts of 

the facility will be dedicated to generous donors.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

First Annual Celebrity Red Carpet Fundraiser Gala 
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Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  Call us at   1.800.385.0422
Or donate on line at

MatchingDonors.com

•  We will accept any
    auto - running or not.

•  100% tax deductible.

•   MatchingDonors.com
    is a 501C3 nonprofit 
    organization.
 
•   100% of the proceeds
     will go to help saving 
     the lives of people 
     needing organ
     transplants.

Donate Your Car, Boat, RV or Real Estate
Your don’t have to donate a kidney to save a life.
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 

Francis Lewis can 
thank last season’s volley-
ball playoff loss for the con-
fidence and expectations it 
brings into this year. 

The Patriots were 
young and inexperienced 
a year ago. A tight defeat, 
which each set decided by 
just two points, at the hands 
of semifinalist Susan Wag-
ner in second round showed 
them how far they had 
come. Now Lewis wants to 
go to the next level. 

“I think it put fire in 
our team,” junior outside 
hitter Jessica Kovach said. 
“We have the confidence to 
try to win now.”

The belief has turned 
into results early in the 
season. Lewis reached the 
playoffs of all three of its 
preseason tournaments, 
something it failed to do 
a year ago. The Patriots 
opened its PSAL season 
with a convincing 25-11, 
25-11 victory over rival and 
defending city champion 
Benjamin Cardozo Sept. 24. 
It has the Patriots believing 
they can compete for their 

first city title since win-
ning three straight from 
2007-2009.

“We are coming into 
the PSAL with the skill we 
need to progress this sea-
son,” junior setter Alisha 
Matthews said. “We can be 
in the mix.”

It is the improvement 
of players like her and Ko-
vach that have the Patri-
ots thinking big. Kovach, 
who had nine kills against 
Wagner in the playoffs, has 
matured into the team’s top 
outside hitter and showed 
a great chemistry with 
Matthews in the win over 
Cardozo. Her athleticism 
allowed her to be a force 
wherever she was on the 
court.     

Kovach is just one of a 
deep group of hitters that 
has Lewis Coach Arnie 
Rosenbum trying to get 
all of them playing time. 
Junior Felicia Lopilato, se-
nior Jin Zhang and junior 
Joelle Desrosiers have all 
contributed early. Danna 
Diaz will also be called 
upon to contribute along 
with senior middle hitter 
Amina Durkovic. 

Prep soccer off to hot start
Terriers defeat Our Lady of Mercy to log season record of 6-2-0

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 

Veteran teams always 
talk of ending their careers 
on a high note. St. Francis 
Prep has done more than 
talk so far this season. 

The Terriers contin-
ued their strong play with 
a 2-0 victory over Our Lady 
of Mercy in CHSAA Nas-
sau/Suffolk girls’ soccer 
Tuesday at Fort Totten. St. 
Francis Prep, which has 
10 seniors on its roster, is 
off to a 6-2-0 start. Its only 
losses as of Tuesday’s game 
were to league powers St. 
Anthony’s and St. John the 
Baptist. 

“This year we were all 
talking about going out with 
a big bang,” SFP senior for-
ward Angela Carredu said.

For them it means at 
least reaching the semifi-
nals in one of the tough-
est leagues in the tri-state 
area. It is something the se-
niors haven’t done during 
their careers. St. Francis 
Prep believes this is its best 
chance. 

Carredu, Sophia DeLe-
on Teresa Colleti, Tara Fer-
raris and goalie Samantha 
Cobitc were all on the team 
as freshmen. The Terriers 
already have a 3-1 win over 
Sacred Heart, which beat 
them in the quarterfinals 
last season. It’s that victory 
that really got them buying 
into the possibilities.  

“We played with them 
more. We scored more 
goals,” junior sweeper Au-
tumn Brown said. “We re-
ally opened up our offense 
in a way that we didn’t be-
fore.” 

Some of that has to 
do with moving Carredu 
from defender to forward. 

She gives opposing de-
fenses someone else to be 
concerned with other than 
DeLeon and the two have 
formed a great tandem. 
Carredu scored the first 
goal against Our Lady 
of Mercy off a pass from 
Stephanie Blaskovic in the 
48th minute. She later as-

sisted on a DeLeon score 10 
minutes later. St. Francis 
Prep hasn’t been shut out 
this season.  

“I don’t care who comes 
up next year.  It doesn’t 
matter to me.  We are losing 
the core players, especially 
the two forwards,” Terriers 
coach John Jenkins said. 

“I don’t know how you are 
going to get that again. No 
one has been able to actu-
ally stop them.” 

The Terriers in their 
wins, on the other hand, 
have quieted opponents’ 
attacks, not allowing more 
than a goal in those con-

St. Francis Prep’s Stephanie Blaskovic heads the ball during its win over Our Lady of Mercy 
Photo by Chris Palermo

Continued on Page 57Continued on Page 57

Lewis volleyball team 
sets sights on city title

Francis Lewis huddles up after beating rival Cardozo. 
Photo by Joseph Staszewski
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The CHSAA softball 
community only scratched 
the surface of the potential 
for its fall breast cancer 
awareness event. 

St. Francis Prep and 
Archbishop Molloy joined 
St. Edmund, Fontbonne 
Hall and St. John Villa 
to help raise more than 
$1,000 for the American 
Cancer Society during an 
afternoon of games at Our 
Lady of Grace field last 
Saturday. Each girl par-
ticipating was asked to do-
nate $10. There was a 50/50 

raffle and pink bows were 
also sold. Each team played 
one to two games that were 
about more than winning 
and losing. 

“They get to see that 
they are playing for some-
thing bigger than them-
selves, to give back to the 
community or a charity,” 
said Rowena Motylewski, 
St. Edmund coach and 
Brooklyn/Queens softball 
commissioner. “It’s just 
nice for them to know you 
can do something beyond 
the game of softball.”

The event, which will 
become an annual occur-
rence, was something 
quickly put together by 
coaches and was met with 
a good response. St. Jo-
seph by the Sea and many 
of its fellow Staten Island 
schools hold a breast can-

cer awareness event dur-
ing the spring. Molloy 
coach Maureen Rosen-
baum hopes this venture 
in the fall will become 

something all the teams 
in the city can get behind 
moving forward, includ-
ing their junior varsity 
players. One big event will 
draw greater attention to 
their cause and raise more 
money in the process.   

“I’d like to see more 
schools get involved in it,” 
she said. “It looks like ev-
eryone is unified in this 
action instead of all these 
small fund-raisers.”

Events like this go 
far beyond just the money 
raised. It is a chance for the 
girls to talk openly about 
the disease and how it has 
affected their lives. They 
can swap stories and expe-
riences. Both St. Francis 
Prep and Molloy had play-
ers whose mothers battled 
breast cancer. It makes 
days like this much more 

meaningful.
“It’s interesting learn-

ing about everybody’s sto-
ries and what they had to 
go through,” Molloy senior 
pitcher Alexandra Yule 
said. “It is great for some-
thing like this because ev-
eryone is not alone in the 
struggle.” 

The day was certainly 
a fun one for all involved. 
Each team wore plenty 
of pink, from socks to 
tie dyed T-shirts, to pink 
laces on Fontbonne coach 
Frank Marinello’s shoes. 
The girls enjoyed team-
ing up with their normal 
opponents for one worthy 
cause.

“On the field we are all 
fighting with each other for 
first place, but off the field 
we are fighting together 
to try to help save peoples 

lives, to do the best in our 
community for something 
that matters,” St. Francis 
Prep senior catcher Kelly 
Licul said.

The players complete-
ly got how important days 
like last Saturday are for 
both for themselves and 
those they are trying to 
help out. It is time for more 
teams across the CHSAA 
to get behind it. 

“It made us realize 
how important it was to be 
involved in this event be-
cause of the people who had 
to go through this and how 
we were close to them,” St 
Francis Prep junior pitch-
er Monica Zhivanaj said.  
The day was a great start 
to something that should 
be become even bigger and 
more impactful.  

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

CHSAA breast cancer fund-raiser nets $1K
High school organizers hope girls’ softball community has set the stage for an annual event

I’d like to see 
more schools 

get involved in 
it. It looks like 

everyone is 
unifi ed in this 

action instead of 
all these small 
fund-raisers.

Rowena Motylewski
St. Edmund coach

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

 
The St. John’s wom-

en’s soccer team is on 
a hot streak, thanks to 
cooling off their oppo-
nents’ offense.

 The Red Storm 
has won three straight 
games, including its first 
two Big East tilts without 
allowing a goal. The lat-
est victory was 1-0 over 
host Creighton Sunday 
in Nebraska. It was St. 
John’s second consecu-
tive conference victory 
on the road and the team 
has not allowed a goal in 
293 minutes of action. 

 The Red Storm’s 
lone goal came on the 
first score of senior 
Marisa Ammaturo’s ca-
reer in Queens. The shot 
from 20 yards out came 

off a pass from Deana 
Murino in the 36th min-
ute. Sophomore goalie 
Diana Poulin made sure 
it stood up. She made 
four saves, including 
one in the final minute, 
to ensure the victory for 
St. John’s (6-5-0, 2-0-0), 
which moved back over 
.500 overall.

 Poulin’s perfor-
mance over the week-
end earned her Big East 
Defensive Player of the 
Week honors. She made 
10 saves in the last three 
games and has four shut-
outs this season, which 
matches her total from 
all of last year.

 St. John’s gave its 
keeper a little more to 
work with a 2–0 victory 
over Xavier on Sept. 25. 
Shea Connors and Al-
lie Moar both provided 

goals. Connors found the 
back of the net unassisted 
in the 48th minute. Moar, 
a freshman, tallied the 
first score of her career 
to the 50th minute to put 
St. John’s ahead 2-0.

 The Red Storm, 
which lost four straight 
games earlier this sea-
son, is getting hot at the 
right time. The Big East 
conference season just 
got underway and St. 
John’s now gets games 
back at Belson Stadium. 
It was slated to take on 
a very good Marquette 
team this Thursday and 
then host Butler Sunday. 
St. John’s has hopes of 
winning at Big East title 
and reaching the NCAA 
tournament for the sec-
ond straight year.         

Red Storm women’s soccer wins 
third straight victory in Nebraska
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“Now I’m trying to 
work them all in, make ev-
erybody happy and make 
us stronger,” Rosenbaum 
said. 

Matthews is the one 
who makes it all go, spread-
ing the ball around to each 
of them. She also came on 
late last seasons. Matthews 
will be pushed this year 
by sophomore setter Ma-
ria Veliz Thol, who is still 
learning the system. Senior 
libero Keiry Chavez will 

also be a key contributor.
“She’s really devel-

oped a lot,” Kovach said of 
Matthews. “She is one of 
our top setters. I connected 
really well with her.”      

The team’s chemistry, 
talent and confidence have 
Lewis believing it can re-
establish itself as one of the 
PSAL’s top clubs and make 
run at a city title. 

“I expect that we will 
win the division cham-
pionships and maybe get 
on and actually go to the 
[city] championship,” Ko-
vach said. “It’s going to be 
a tough road.”      

w w w.shoevi l lage.com
Free Shipping Over $50

45-22 162nd St. Flushing, NY 11358 | (718) 762-1990

Follow us on 
Facebook:

facebook.
com/

timesledger

Info Tech squeaks past 
Cardozo for fi rst win

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

A big fourth quarter 
propelled Information 
Technology to its first vic-
tory of the season.

 Info Tech tallied 16 
fourth-quarter points to 
edge host Cardozo 32-34 in 
the PSAL Cup Conference 
football Saturday. Jean 
Claude Previlon carried 
the ball 12 times for 122 
yards and a touchdown and 
also had a touchdown grab 
for Info Tech (1-3). Nicholas 
Suda had 108 yards of total 
offense with a passing and 
rushing touchdown. Mar-
cus Mendez added a rush-
ing score.  

 Manuel Ritoe com-
pleted 5 of 15 points for 
216 yards and  two touch-
downs passes to Christian 
Wheatley and Omari Mc-
Millian to lead Cardozo 
(0-4). Khalil Clarke ran for 
142 yards and two touch-
downs on eight carries. He 
also added six tackles.

 Flushing 44, Beach 

Channel 0: Terrence 
Chavis completed 4 of 7 
passes for 60 yards and a 
touchdown to Keron Her-
mitt and rushed for 43 
yards and two scores for 
Flushing (2-2). D’Andre 

Sapp rushed for 196 yards 
and a score. Demetrie Nar-
cisse and Marcus Mendez 
each added rushing touch-
downs. Beach Channel is 
(0-4)  

John Adams 32, Til-

den 26: Errol James car-
ried the ball 16 times for 
196 yards and three touch-
downs for John Adams (2-
3). James added eight tack-
les and two sacks. Genesis 
Wilson made three tackles 
and returned a fumble for 
a touchdown. 

 Adlai Stevenson 20, 

Bryant 14: John Duru car-
ried the ball four times for 
91 yards and a touchdown 
and added two catches for 

58 yards for Bryant (2-2). 
Justin Delacruz completed 
4 of 6 passes for 90 yards 
and rushed for 15 yards 
and a score on seven car-
ries. He also chipped in six 
tackles and recovered a 
fumble. Szczepan Kosmac-
zewski made four tackles, 
including a sack, and re-
covered a fumble.

 Franklin D. 

Roosevelt: 16, Bayside 

6: Abiola Shobitan car-
ried the ball 10 times for 80 
yards and a touchdown for 
Bayside (3-1). Ryan Lopez 
and Branden Cohen each 
recovered fumbles. 

 Far Rockaway 20 

Frederick Douglass 0: 
Dashaun Royal carried 
the ball 16 times for 120 
yards and two touchdowns 
for Far Rockaway (2-2). 
Bryan Williams returned 
a punt 65 yards to the end 
zone. Jahron Gayle made 
nine tackles, including 
two sacks 

 Christopher Colum-

bus 12, Jamaica 6: Jo-
seph McKenzie completed 
2 of 3 passes for 55 yards 
and a touchdown to Carl 
St. Paul for Jamaica (3-2).  
Garfield McDonald rushed 
for 90 yards on 15 carries. 
Muhammed Ahmed made 

eight tackles, including 
two sacks.

 Lafayette 38, 

Springfield Gardens 

18: Allassane Coulibaly 
went 6 of 20 passes for 94 
yards and a touchdown 
for Springfield Gardens 
(1-3). Corwyn Ellis added 
79 yards and a score on the 
ground. Carl Faustin re-
covered a fumble. 

 Rye Country Day 

13, Christ the King 7: 
David Navas completed 10 
of 15 passes for 157 yards 
for Christ the King (2-2). 
Jamen Williams carried 
the ball eight times for 25 
yards and a touchdown. He 
also rushed for 21 yards. 
Marcus Layne chipped in 
five receptions for 47 yards 
and Angel Ortiz added two 
sacks. 

 
OTHER SCORES
 
South Shore 42, 

Campus Magnet 6

 St. Anthony 30, 

Holy Cross 7

 Archbishop Stepi-

nac 56, St. Francis Prep 

0

 George Washington 

50, Long Island City 0  

Volleyball

tests. Blaskovic and her 
twin sister Sabrina have 
done a good job controlling 
the midfield, senior Britta-
ny Esposito is a strong de-
fender and Cobotic is oneof 
the league’s top goalies. 

St. Francis Prep’s most 
dynamic force, however, is 
the athletic Brown. She is 
a combination of strength 
and speed that allows her to 

push up on offense without 
losing her effectiveness on 
defense. 

“There is nobody like 
her,” Jenkins said. “She is 
the only one I know who 
can cover corner to corner. 
Nobody else can do that.”

This Terriers group 
believes it is deep and tal-
ented enough finally to 
take the next step. 

“We are doing it for 
each other,” Carredu said.    

Soccer

Continued from Page 55

Continued from Page 55

St. Francis Prep’s Captain Angela Carredu tries to take control of 
the ball during their win over Our Lady of Mercy Tuesday after-
noon. Photo by Chris Palermo

Nicholas Suda 
had 108 yards 

of total offense 
with a passing 

and rushing 
touchdown. 

Marcus Mendez 
added a rushing 

score.  

Visit us at www.timesledger.com
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be embarrassed about. She 
tried to go it alone, but the 
debt was too much for her 
to handle. When Mickey 
found out, he wouldn’t 
take no for an answer even 
though they didn’t want 
it. They are very private 

people.”
McCreesh was no 

stranger to fund-raisers 
having helped form an or-
ganization called Sunny-
side Cares. After Rockaway 
was devastated by Hurri-
cane Sandy, the group col-
lected donations and drove 
supplies to the peninsula 
for 11 straight weekends 
and capped their effort by 

raising $20,000 in the same 
community center.

Ty Sullivan was a 
member of Sunnyside 
Cares and lent his market-
ing expertise when Mc-
Creesh called. 

“I’ve never even met 
Alison, but whenever some-
one in the neighborhood is 
in distress, you can count 
me in,” he said.

While dozens of area 
bars donated beer and wine, 
Irish football and hurling 
teams sent autographed 
jerseys for auction. One 
anonymous businessman 
sent two round trip tickets 
to Ireland to be raffled off.

“Sunnyside is such a 
close-knit community and 
even though it’s not as Irish 
as it used to be, the people 

that replaced them pull to-
gether as a broader more 
diverse community,” Ea-
monn McParland said.

The fund-raising con-
tinues online at GoFundMe 
and McCreesh believes the 
couple will be relieved of 
their debt. 

“We’re hoping that the 
hospital  would accept the 
$60,000-plus as a one-off 

payment,” he said. “Hope-
fully they’ll accept that and 
let this couple get on with 
their lives. It was a great 
success, three months of 
work, but worth it in the 
end.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

ROP

is the latest in a series of 
corruption cases involving 
legislators from southeast 
Queens. 

Last year state Sen. 
Malcolm Smith (D-Hollis) 
was arrested on bribery 
charges. He faces a federal 
retrial in January for alleg-
edly trying to bribe his way 
onto the Republican line in 
the 2013 mayoral race.

Smith lost his seat the 

September Democratic pri-
mary to former city Coun-
cilman Leory Comrie.   

Also in 2013, former 
state Sen. Shirley Huntley, 
who represented Jamaica, 
was sentenced to 366 days in 
prison after pleading guilty 
to mail fraud in an effort to 
cover up a scheme she used 
to pocket more than $87,000 
from taxpayers.

Asked at the news con-
ference if his office was put-
ting an emphasis on south-
east Queens politicians, 
Schneiderman said no. 

“We have bought doz-
ens and dozens of cases,” 
the attorney general said. 
“If you asked the people we 
have indicted in Niagara 
County or in Elmira or 
any other part of the state, 
I don’t think they’ll tell you 
that we are concentrating 
in Queens.”

“We have pursued peo-
ple, town clerks and town 
supervisors all over the 
state of New York,” Schnei-
derman said.

Continued from Page 10 

Scarborough

ment of the college’s motto, 
‘We learn so that we may 
serve’ — a model for all.”

Founded in 1937, 

Queens College is the fifth 
oldest of CUNY’s 23 institu-
tions. Queens College was 
recently recognized by the 
Washington Monthly for 
the second year in a row as 
the second “Best Bang for 
the Buck,” which ranked 

schools nationwide on af-
fordability and quality of 
education. The school also 
recently made it into Forbes 
magazine’s best value col-
leges of the year, ranking 
number 16.

Continued from Page 10 

Greek

the inauguration at Doug-
laston Village Plaza, that 
included a BBQ, music and 
square  dance.

“It took us more than 
two years to bring this 
place to the neighborhood,” 
said Kalish.

About 2,300 residents 
commute to work daily in 
the LIRR, and about 1,000 
use the station on week-
ends.

The area is also 
home to PS 98. Students 
and teachers also use the 
3,000-square-foot public 
plaza, which is surrounded 
by about a dozen local busi-
nesses.

The community agreed 
to keep the plaza open to 
traffic, so drivers can drop 
off people at the station 

and turn around. A plan to 
eliminate vehicular traffic 
at the site was strongly op-
posed by the residents.

“This is what the 
community did,” said City 
Councilman Paul  Vallone 
(D-Bayside). “These pla-
zas are very important 
because they bring people 
together.”

With the plaza open, 
now the efforts will turn to 
the south side of the station 
and to the MTA’s station 
house, unmanned since 
abut 2009.

“Now commuters use 
the place to be protected 
themselves from inclement 
weather,” said Kalish. 

The idea is to trans-
form the kiosk into a com-
munity center, but it would 
remain open for riders 
to take cover during bad 
weather.

There is a possibility 

of having a space for a cof-
fee shop and use the struc-
ture to hold exhibits by lo-
cal artists.

“We will set exhibi-
tions and more,” Kalish 
said. “This will allow to in-
crease the hours the station 
house is open.”

With the pedestrian 
plaza open, Douglaston is 
looking to reinvigorate its 
downtown.

Douglaston “really 
needs a vibrant downtown 
so people can share the 
community,” state Assem-
blyman Ed Braunstein (D-
Bayside) said. “Douglaston 
has the potential to benefit 
from this kind os public 
space.”

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Continued from Page 10 

Plaza

inside the main building 
at the hospital, the couple 
sat next to each other, 
their wedding pictures 
surrounding them, as they 
shared their story with the 
crowd.

Afterwards, the hospi-
tal surprised the husband 
and wife with a flower-cov-
ered cake as former Ameri-
can Idol contestant Ian 
Holmes performed a love 
song in honor of them and 

the experience that tested 
their relationship so early 
in their marriage.

“When I started put-
ting the photos up on her 
wall, Tunicia saw some-
thing, and I believe it 
was hope,” Raleigh said. 
“Throughout this whole 
process, I knew that if we 
had hope, it could happen.”

Tunicia said she is 
now feeling as good as new 
and is grateful to the doc-
tors and nurses at North 
Shore-LIJ for the care they 
gave her and making her 
feel as comfortable as pos-

sible during her stay. She 
said she feels lucky to be 
alive and well and knows 
that the love and support 
from her husband is a large 
part of what kept her going 
during her struggle.

“He was with me every 
step of the way, and with 
his love and God’s grace I’m 
here today to talk about it,” 
she said.

Reach reporter Kelsey 
Durham at 718-260-4573 or 
by e-mail at kdurham@cn-
glocal.com.

Continued from Page 13 

LIJ

Continued from Page 4 
Alison

and evacuation plans? I’m 
horrified that they’ve com-
pletely ignored the commu-
nity’s advice. How did this 
go forward when no one 

recommended it? I don’t 
understand why the people 
were ignored.”

Norm Sutaria support-
ed the recommendations 
of CB 1 and the borough 
president when he testified 
before the City Planning 
Commission in August. He 
wanted more clarity on af-

fordable housing, better ac-
cess to the waterfront and 
he pushed for full-time per-
manent jobs. 

“I’m taking a wait 
and see approach,” he said. 
“Hopefully, the City Coun-
cil will make the changes 
we’ve been looking for.”

Continued from Page 28 

Cove

like they were not alone.
“I think it’s a cultural 

thing where a lot of people 
in this community just 
don’t feel comfortable tell-
ing others they have can-
cer,” Amin said. “We want 
to let people know that it’s 
okay to talk about it. This is 
to empower the victims and 
the survivors.”

One survivor who 
came to Sunday’s walk was 
featured as a guest speaker 
who talked about encour-
aging people to share their 
stories, something he was 
motivated to do after being 
diagnosed with breast can-
cer several years ago.

“Most people don’t 
know males can get breast 
cancer too,” said Sato 
Budhram, a 10-year can-

cer survivor. “I just want 
to make people aware that 
it can happen to them, too. 
Men are also susceptible to 
breast cancer and should 
know that if they have any 
abnormality in the chest 
area whatsoever, contact 
your doctor because early 
detection can save your 
life.”

Dez Veerasawmy, who 
beat leukemia and has been 
cancer-free for eight years, 
also said she came to the 
walk Saturday to encourage 
community togetherness 
and said she wants people 
to know that whatever they 
are going through, they do 
not have to go through it 
alone.

“Instead of trying to 
face it alone, we can come 
together and help each 
other,” she said. “That’s the 
most important message. 
Other people are sharing 

the same pain.”
Amin said he was 

pleased with the turnout he 
got for the first year of the 
cancer walk and said he 
hopes to be able to continue 
it next year and beyond as a 
way to raise money for can-
cer research and resources 
for patients. He said he was 
happy to see such great 
support from the commu-
nity and hopes to continue 
giving back in honor of his 
friend and to spread the 
message that it is okay to 
talk about your struggle 
with cancer.

“Cancer doesn’t 
discriminate,” he said. 
“Whether you’re rich, poor, 
black, white or whatever, 
it affects everyone in some 
way and we need to send a 
message to empower them 
to talk about it.”

Continued from Page 4 

Walk
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