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BY BILL PARRY

Astoria Cove’s prom-
ise of more than 1,700 resi-
dential units, at least 345 of 
them permanently afford-
able, nearly 54,000 square 
feet of retail space, a new 
public school and a water-

front esplanade won over 
the City Planning Com-
mission. 2030 Astoria De-
veloper’s plans for the mas-
sive five building complex 
received a seal of approval 
Monday with a 11-0 vote, 
with two commissioners 
abstaining, and now the 
final say is up to the City 

Council.
“All told,” Planning 

Commission Chairman 
Carl Weisbrod said, “the 
Astoria Cove development 
would add a mix of market-
rate and affordable hous-
ing, employment, shopping 
and recreational opportu-
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Private institutions have 
started to take a vital role in the 
fight against human trafficking, 
Manhattan’s top prosecutor said 

at a panel discussion Monday.
“Corporate America is get-

ting it and our representatives 
are getting it,” Cyrus Vance told 
a packed ballroom at the Grand 
Hyatt Hotel as part of the 2014 

Concordia Summit.
Vance participated in a pan-

el with a number of lawmakers, 
and representatives from non-
profits and corporations to stress 
the importance of public-private 

partnerships in the battle against 
human trafficking.

Roosevelt Avenue in Queens 
has been a center of sex traffick-
ing over the years, as many young, 
foreign-born women migrating to 
the borough have fallen prey to 
traffickers, advocates said.

Since 2004, there have been 
more than 1,000 sex trafficking 
victims in the borough, some of 
whom have been as young as 13, 
according to the Queens district 
attorney’s office.

More than 55 percent of the 
120 sex trafficking victims who 
have sought services at the city’s 
family justice centers since they 
opened in 2005 have been from 
Queens.

The Manhattan district at-
torney said there are a number 
of ways private institutions are 
helping to build cases against hu-
man traffickers. Hotels, banks 
and airlines have started work-
ing with prosecutors by looking 
out for certain patterns which co-
incide the crime.

“We are just one small part 
of this issue, but I believe we are 
at the forefront of this issue,” 

 

OFF TO A GOOD START

BY SARINA TRANGLE 

City parks employees had 
to flag down an ambulance this 
August when Joseph Sharp, a 
seasonal worker, toiling on the 
Kissena Park tennis courts suf-
fered a heart attack, NYC Parks 
Advocates said.

Geoffrey Croft, president of 
the group, said because the Police 
and Fire Department dispatchers 
do not have a system of mapping 
out parks’ terrain, paramedics 
struggled to reach Sharp, who ul-
timately died.

“Two ambulances were dis-
patched because they couldn’t 
find him,” Croft said. “There is no 
way you can describe where you 
are inside a park… with public 
safety, EMS, and Fire. We have no 
way of judging how much crime is 
happening and where and how to 
allocate resources.”

The FDNY confirmed it re-
ceived a call Aug. 13  at 10:21 a.m., 
a second at 10:29 a.m. due to the 
victim’s updated condition and 
that the first of two ambulances 
arrived at 10:35 a.m., eventually 
transporting the patient to the 
hospital by 10:46 a.m.

BY SARINA TRANGLE

The city is hoping to alleviate crowded class-
rooms in Ozone Park by building a primary 
school on Albert Road, but some say that could 
leave more than students squeezed for space.

The city School Construction Authority an-

City plans primary school 
for 500 pupils in Ozone Pk

The Astoria Cove project moves one 
step closer to reality with the approval 
of the City Planning Commission. 

Graphic courtesy Studio V

Police stats lag 
on park crime Panel targets human traffi cking

Sex crime rings operate in Elmhurst, Flushing as part of citywide problem

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 9

Astoria Cove moves forward

St. Francis Prep’s Stephanie Blaskovic heads the ball during The Terriers 2-0 victory over Our Lady of Mercy in CHSAA 
Nassau/Suffolk girls’ soccer Tuesday at Fort Totten. St. Francis Prep, which has 10 seniors on its roster, is off to a 6-2-
0 start. Its only losses as of Tuesday’s game were to league powers St. Anthony’s and St. John the Baptist. 

Photo by Chris Palermo
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Community News Group 
would like to thank 

the Sponsors and Supporters 
of our October 3rd 
Pink Newspapers

Their participation in this important edition helped to raise breast cancer awareness in New York

 

BROOKLYN SUPPORTERS

QUEENS SUPPORTERS

BROOKLYN SPONSOR

BRONX SPONSOR

Thank you to all our advertisers 
who participated in this important issue
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Between proclama-
tions of “Praise be his 
glory” and speeches com-
memorating Demika Moore 
and La Mont Dottin, doz-
ens released balloons and 
watched the white and vio-
let spheres diminish from 
the Jamaica sidewalk.

“We know that they’re 
really with God — La Mont, 
Demika and all missing 
children,” said Arnita 
Fowler, whose son, La Mont 
Dottin, disappeared in 1995 
and was found floating 
dead in the East River days 
later. “You can get through 
it. You can do good work as 
a result of it.”

In Fowler’s case, she 
started the La Mont Dottin 
Foundation in an attempt 
to reverse policing policies 
that prevented the city from 
notifying her family that it 
had identified her son and 
buried his remains in Pot-
ter’s Field for four years.

The La Mont Dot-
tin Foundation organized 
Saturday’s Walk of Hope, 
which departed from Rufus 
King Park north to Blanche 
Memorial Baptist Church 
in Jamaica. The event cul-
minated in Fowler’s releas-
ing balloons in honor of 
her son and Leticia Moore-
Jackson doing so to pay 
tribute to her niece, Demika 
Moore, who disappeared in 
2010 and was killed months 
later.

Throughout the walk 
and rally, the roughly 30 

attendees asked passers-by 
to sign petitions support-
ing legislation that would 
require the Police Depart-
ment to more rapidly classi-
fy adults as missing people

rather than assuming 
they are able-bodied and 
want not to stay in touch.

For years, Fowler 
has been highlighting her 
son’s case and pushing for 
changes in policing proto-
col. Dottin left his grand-
parents Hollis home to mail 
a package Oct. 18, 1995, but 
Fowler said because he was 
21, police would not take 
a missing person’s report 
until Nov. 13. She moved 
from California to Queens 
and spent years search-
ing for him, only to learn 
in September 1999 that the 
city had identified Dottin’s 
remains six days after he 
went missing and buried 
him in Potter’s field.

But recent revisions to 
proposed legislation have 
advocates feeling optimis-
tic.

Last session, the state 
Senate passed Sen. James 
Sanders’s (D-South Ozone 
Park) Jr. bill calling for po-
lice to stop assuming adults 
are not missing and devel-
op protocols for dispatch-
ing the names, descriptions 
and other details of missing 
adults across city, state and 
federal officer communica-
tion systems. Its counter-
part, introduced by state 
Assemblyman William 
Scarborough (D-St. Albans) 
did not succeed.

BY BILL PARRY

Woodside’s Rescue 4, 
one of the FDNY’s hardest 
hit houses when it lost six 
firefighters on 9/11, lost an-
other of its own when Dan-
iel Heglund, 58, died from 
cancer last week. 

Hegland joined two 
other retired first respond-
ers who died on that same 
day, each of them from 
9/11-related cancers.

“The passing of NY 
firefighter Daniel Heglund 
is a tremendous loss to his 
family, to his fellow fire-
fighters, to the Woodside 
community and to all those 
he had aided in his 21 years 
of service at the FDNY,” 
U.S. Rep. Carolyn Malo-
ney (D-Astoria) said. “He 
paid the ultimate sacrifice 
for the months he spent in 
recovery work at Ground 
Zero, being exposed to ter-
rible toxins that led to his 
diagnosis of esophageal 
cancer-- a rare cancer that 
is mostly found in an older 
age. It is for Daniel and 
his fellow firefighters that 
passed on the same day 
that we are determined to 
extend the Zadroga Act pro-
grams that provide health 
care and economic compen-
sation for illnesses related 
to 9/11.”

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) sub-
mitted a resolution calling 
on Congress to reautho-
rize the Zadroga Act. “The 
loss of three of our retired 
firefighters on the same 
day is a reminder that we 
as a city, furthermore as a 
nation, need to fulfill our 
commitment to our first re-
sponders.”

Since the attacks, 92 
members of the firefighters’ 
association have died and 
875 have been diagnosed 
with 9/11-related illnesses. 
Heglund, retired Lt. How-
ard Bischoff and retired 
firefighter Robert Leaver 
all died Sept. 22 within sev-
eral hours of each other.

FDNY Commissioner 
Daniel Nigro said, “It is a 
painful reminder that 13 

years later we continue to 
pay a terrible price for the 
department’s heroic efforts 
on Sept. 11th.” 

 All three FDNY mem-
bers retired in 2003. 

“My heart is with the 
families and friends of 
these three heroic men,” 
U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gilli-
brand said. “While we hon-
or these men, and mourn 
their loss, it is a stark re-
minder that 13 years later, 
the health effects are far 
from over and will be with 
us for many years to come. 
Currently, the 9/11 Health 
rogram delivers treatment 
and medical care to nearly 
30,000 responders and sur-
vivors who are sick liter-

ally all across the country. 
Our country has a moral 
responsibility to continue 
to stand by these men and 
women and their families 
over the coming decades as 
these illnesses continue to 
manifest themselves.”

The Zadroga bill’s two 
critical programs provid-
ing medical treatment and 
compensation for 9/11 he-
roes; the World Trade Cen-
ter Health Program and 
the September 11th Victim 
Compensation Fund, are 
set to expire in October 
2015 and October 2016, re-
spectively . The push is on 
to continue these programs 
for 25 more years.

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 

said, “The recent losses of 
three retired firefighters 
who were suffering from 
9/11-related ilnesses, in-
cluding someone who was 
part of our Woodside com-
munity, serve as a reminder 
of our moral responsibility 
to continue caring for those 
who honorably served our 
nation at a time of great 
need. We simply can’t af-
ford to quit on the men and 
women who wouldn’t quit 
on our country when we 
needed them most.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538

The tragic death of retired Firefighter Daniel Heglund, of Woodside Rescue 4, shines the spotlight on 
the reauthorization of the Zadroga Act. AP Photo/FDNY

A walk and rally in southeast Queens called for re-
forming how police handle reports of missing adults.  

Photo courtesy Leticia Moore-Jackson

Rescue 4 loses another hero
Three retired fi refi ghters die of 9/11-related cancers on same day 

SE Queens marches
for missing people

Visit us at www.Timesledger.com
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

After driving around 
scouring for parking in 
vain, one woman headed 
back to South Ozone Park 
and had a friend drop her 
off, only to arrive late for 
her court date.

Another coughed up 
more than three times the 
fee he usually spends to 
park in Kew Gardens.

And a third spent an 
hour and a half finding a 
spot.

The city’s abrupt de-
cision to close the munici-
pal parking garage near 
Borough Hall and Queens 
Supreme Court last week 
has some drivers frustrat-
ed and Queens Boulevard 
businesses concerned.

The city Department 
of Transportation notified 
elected officials about two 
weeks ahead of Oct. 1, the 
date it intended to close the 
80-25 126th St. facility.

However, DOT then 
shut what it describes as a 
600-spot garage Sept. 24 due 

to safety concerns.
City Councilwoman 

Karen Koslowitz’s (D-For-
est Hills) office said DOT 
intends to demolish the 
1963-era garage and oper-
ate a 300-slot surface lot in 
its place. No time table for 
this has been established, 
according to the council-

woman.
Koslowitz, Borough 

President Melinda Katz, 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown and other elected 
and court officials wrote 
the mayor requesting that 
his administration con-
sider rehabilitating the 
perilous portions of the 

Queensboro Hall Munici-
pal Parking Garage while 
letting drivers use other, 
safe portions. But DOT ul-
timately decided the entire 
structure posed a hazard.

DOT has suspended 
alternate side parking 
through Oct. 4 on major 
streets surrounding the 

civic hall and Queens crim-
inal courts.  

But the move did little 
to ease Shaneeza Singh’s 
commute to court.

Singh said she gave up 
on finding parking, instead 
returning to South Ozone 
Park and having a friend 
drive her.

“That’s why I’m late,” 
Singh said while waiting on 
line to enter the courthouse 
at about 9:45 a.m. “I’m very 
late.”  

George Spears said he 
normally pays about $7 an 
hour to park near court, 
but that he could only find 
a spot in a $25 garage.

“It’s very congested,” 
Spears said. “It’s crazy.”

Despite getting to Kew 
Gardens at 8:30 a.m., Mike 
Harrell, of Far Rockaway, 
said he did not park and 
join the court line until 
minutes before 10 a.m.

“I had to park like 10 
blocks away,” he said.

And Rev. Edward Da-
vis, of The Presbyterian 
Church of Saint Albans, 

said the city should have 
been more responsible 
with its funds because 
coming to court was diffi-
cult enough without park-
ing hassles.

“I wonder if they 
would let something like 
this happen in Manhat-
tan,” Davis said.

But not all drivers no-
ticed the lack of parking. 

Attorney Rodney Pot-
tinger said parking near 
Brooklyn and Manhattan 
courts was scarcer.

Businesses along 
Queens Boulevard said 
they were anxiously moni-
toring parking, particu-
larly early last week when 
film crews were taping on 
the thoroughfare.

Nick Park, manager 
of Elena Cleaners, said 
most of its customers are 
attorneys, judges and oth-
er court officials.

“Even the private ga-
rage is full,” Park said. 
“It’s really frustrating.”

DOT employees repair the municipal garage near Borough Hall and Queens Supreme Court.

Drivers bemoan loss of Kew Gardens garage

BY BILL PARRY

The Long Island Rail 
Road is taking steps to re-
turn service to Elmhurst 
for the first time in nearly 
30 years. 

When the MTA re-
leased its new Capital Pro-
gram last week, $40 million 
was budgeted for a new rail-
way station to replace the 
one that stood on Broadway 
between Cornish and Whit-
ney avenues.

U.S. Reps. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) and 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
as well as Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) launched a cam-
paign in 2012 to bring back 
rail service to the commu-
nity. 

“Restoring LIRR ser-
vice to Elmhurst will help a 

burgeoning neighborhood 
reach its full economic 
potential and become a 

destination for all New 
Yorkers,” they said in a 
joint statement. “We are 

thrilled to learn that the 
MTA agrees that invest-
ing in this community is a 

win-win and that they have 
included funding to rebuild 
the station in their recent-
ly proposed capital bud-
get. For years, Elmhurst 
residents have called for 
greater transportation op-
tions and we are now one 
step closer to turning this 
idea into a reality. We will 
continue to work with MTA 
officials to ensure this proj-
ect remains a top priority 
and look forward to the day 
when Elmhurst will be the 
next stop for millions of 
New Yorkers.”

The original station 
site, which is on the LIRR’s 
Port Washington line, was 
shuttered in 1985 due to a 
reported decrease in rider-
ship following significant 
changes to train sched-
ules that made the station 
unattractive to commut-

ers. Since the closure, 
Elmhurst’s growing popu-
lation has suffered from a 
lack of efficient public tran-
sit into Manhattan.

“Elmhurst is the fast-
est growing neighborhood 
in my district,” Dromm 
said. “This is a very good 
step in the right direction. 
In Elmhurst people need 
new transportation alter-
natives to help them get to 
work and it would likely 
draw more business, and 
more jobs, to the commu-
nity.” 

He pointed out that an 
LIRR station in Elmhurst 
would help deliver shoppers 
and workers to the nearby 
Queens Center Mall and 
provide a valuable trans-
portation link for Elmhurst 
Hospital Center.

The MTA budgets for a new LIRR station on Whitney Avenue in Elmhurst to replace one that was shut-
tered in 1985.

LIRR plans return to Elmhurst after nearly 30 years
Crowley, Meng and Dromm welcome $40 million funding proposal by MTA toward replacing station
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Mineola • 1.866.WINTHROP • winthrop.org

Breast Health Center

BREAST HEALTH CARE
DESIGNED FOR YOU.

Where on Long Island can you access:
 

The latest testing and treatment options –
all in one place?

 
Mammogram results while you wait, in most cases?

Today’s most advanced diagnostic tools?
  

The latest minimally invasive biopsy techniques?

Leading-edge chemotherapy, radiation and surgery
for cancer patients? 

All care and a full range of support services
coordinated by a dedicated Nurse Navigator? 

The first nationally accredited Breast Health Center
in Nassau County? 

CABLEVISION CH 652CABLEVISION CH 652
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BY JUAN SOTO

A square dance inau-
gurated the round pedes-
trian plaza at the feet of 
the LIRR train station in 
downtown Douglaston.

Neighbors gathered at 
the new north-side station 
plaza promoted since 2011 
by the Douglaston Local 
Development Corporation 
and built by the city De-
partment of Transporta-
tion.  

“This is part of the 
revitalization of the neigh-
borhood,” said Victor Dra-
das, architect and Doug-
laston resident. “This is a 
tangible spot.”

Dadras, a partner in 
Dadras Architects, an ur-

ban planning consulting 
firm, was at the official 
inauguration of the plaza, 
and said “spaces like this 
bring people together.”

The plaza is deco-
rated with 16 giant plant-
ers, chairs, umbrellas and 
tables.

“This is wonderful,” 
said Marva Kalish, of the 
Douglaston Local Devel-
opment Corporation. She 
pointed out that families 
with kids and neighbors 
packed the pedestrian pla-
za during the evening of 
the inauguration at Doug-
laston Village Plaza, that 
included a BBQ, music and 
square  dance.

“It took us more than 
two years to bring this 

place to the neighbor-
hood,” said Kalish.

About 2,300 residents 
commute to work daily in 
the LIRR, and about 1,000 
use the station on week-
ends.

The area is also 
home to PS 98. Students 
and teachers also use the 
3,000-square-foot public 
plaza, which is surround-
ed by about a dozen local 
businesses.

The community 
agreed to keep the plaza 
open to traffic, so drivers 
can drop off people at the 
station and turn around. A 
plan to eliminate vehicu-
lar traffic at the site was 
strongly opposed by the 
residents.

“This is what the 
community did,” said City 
Councilman Paul  Vallone 
(D-Bayside). “These pla-
zas are very important 
because they bring people 
together.”

With the plaza open, 
now the efforts will turn 
to the south side of the 
station and to the MTA’s 
station house, unmanned 
since abut 2009.

“Now commuters use 
the place to be protected 
themselves from inclem-
ent weather,” said Kalish. 

The idea is to trans-
form the kiosk into a com-
munity center, but it would 
remain open for riders 
to take cover during bad 
weather.

Neighbors and elected officials inaugurate the new pedestrian plaza at the Douglaston LIRR station.  Photo by Juan Soto

Douglaston LIRR station
gets new pedestrian plaza

BY ALEX ROBINSON

A Bus Rapid Transit 
service may soon be on its 
way to eastern Queens.

The Metropolitan 
Transit Authority and city 
Department of Transpor-
tation are set to introduce 
a potential new select bus 
service to one of two cor-
ridors connecting Jamaica 
and Flushing. The new 
system would alleviate 
the crawling bus service 
that transports more than 
68,000 passengers down the 
corridors daily.

The MTA and DOT 
held the first of two public 
meetings Tuesday evening 
at York College to get feed-
back from commuters to 
figure out where the great-
est need is.

The corridors under 
consideration both start 
in downtown Jamaica and 
travel through to Flushing. 
One route goes along Main 

Street and up to the Bronx 
and the other travels along 
Parsons and Kissena bou-
levards, ending in College 
Point.

“What we’re really 
aiming to do is ensure the 
speed and reliability of 
buses around this busy 
corridor; connect Jamaica 
and Flushing, which are 
two of the busiest business 
district outside of Manhat-
tan; improve street safety 
and also maintain the char-
acter of these streets as we 
know them,” said Aaron 
Sugiura, the DOT project 
manager.

Trips between the two 
downtowns have been slow 
and long, prompting some 
commuters to take the sub-
way through Manhattan 
rather than sit on the bus, 
DOT said. During peak 
hours, the average bus 
speed in the area is 5 to 10 
miles per hour.

DOT is collecting data to determine the best corridor for a BRT line 
in eastern Queens.

MTA mulls bus link 
for eastern Queens
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.
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ALL PROCEEDS ARE 100% TAX DEDUCTIBLE. THE RUBINHAIM FOUNDATION IS A 501(3)C NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION

There is a well-established support system 

in place for bereaved spouses and children of 

deceased, uniformed New York City employ-

ees, such as cops and firefighters. That’s a good 

thing, but the options may be limited for the av-

erage family struggling with a similar tragedy.

The Rubinhaim Foundation hopes to amend 

the disadvantage by opening the nation’s first 

free day care facility in Forest Hills, N.Y., for 

children trying to come to terms with the devas-

tating loss of their mother or father. Angels Day 

Care Center will help widowed parents establish 

a stable environment for their children, while 

leading them through the painful transition to 

their new normalcy, pledge its founders, who en-

courage you to leave your own lasting imprint 

with a generous donation at a fundraiser on Oct. 

7 to help finance the project construction — with 

a ground-breaking planned for the fall. 

The red-carpet banquet at Da Mikele Illagio 

Palace, 79-17 Albion Avenue in Elmhurst, N.Y., 

promises to be a one-of-a-kind affair, sponsored 

by Manhattan’s finest barbershops, Reamir & 

Co (reamir.com) and hosted by Z100’s Skeery 

Jones, with an international feast prepared by 

master chef Mikele Zavolunov. A celebrity-stud-

ded line-up of stars and performances includes 

Dancing with the Stars ballroom battle winner, 

Allen Genkin and ballroom champion Amanda 

Spivack, the legendary Rose Sisters, Manolo the 

sound of Gipsy Kings, Nick Z from Comedy Cen-

tral and Saturday Night Live, Kelly Bensimon of 

The Real Housewives of New York, and interna-

tional instrumentalist Didula.

All eyes, of course, will be on the prize — a 

brand new Angels Day Care Center, where a 

highly qualified, specially trained staff will do 

its best to provide fragile children with a qual-

ity education, plus the sensitivity, understand-

ing, and emotional support they deserve on their 

path to recovery and independence. An added 

boost? An on-site chef will prepare delicious, 

homemade, organic meals three times daily, so 

that young ones can nourish their mind, body, 

and spirit while they learn the support skills 

needed to cope with their lasting grief.

For more information about the Oct. 7 gala and 

Angels Day Care Center, visit www.Rubinhaim.

org or contact info@ rubinhaim.org. All forms of 

donations are now being accepted, and parts of 

the facility will be dedicated to generous donors.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

First Annual Celebrity Red Carpet Fundraiser Gala 
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For years, advocates 
have pushed the city to 
improve police response to 
crime in parks by develop-
ing a system of tracking 
where specifically in parks 
the incidents occur, rather 
than assigning green spac-
es one address, and to regu-
larly publish statistics.

The momentum led the 
city to pass legislation re-
quiring the Police Depart-
ment to track major felony 
crime complaints in parks 
an acre in size or larger in 
2005, but compliance fell 
short, with the NYPD say-
ing it lacked the necessary 
technology. A second bill 
was signed into law this 
February, issuing a time-
table for collecting such 
crime data for all recreation 
facilities, playgrounds and 
parks by 2018. 

But its early implemen-
tation stages — tracking 
major felony complaints in 
the city’s 100 largest parks 

by this past June — have 
come and passed.

The mayor’s office 
and NYPD said police are 
revamping its computer 
system to comply with all 
provisions of the law as 
quickly as possible rather 
than dealing with one com-
ponent at a time.

“Public safety is a top 
priority for this adminis-
tration, and we’re commit-
ted to making sure New 
Yorkers are soon provided 
these important crime 
stats on their neighborhood 
parks,” the mayor’s spokes-
man Phil Walzak said in a 
statement.

The NYPD’s most re-
cent park crime statistics 
cover major felony com-
plaints in 31 parks during 
the second quarter of 2014. 

Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park had the sec-
ond most reported crimes 
—  27 — after Central Park. 
Fifteen of these were  grand 
larcenies, six grand larce-
nies of automobiles, four 
felony assaults and two rob-
beries.

The NYPD also report-
ed  a grand larceny in Alley 
Pond Park and one in Kis-
sena Park and two robber-
ies in Forest Park.

Frederick Kress, pres-
ident of the Queens Coali-
tion for Parks and Green 
Space and a member of 
the Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park Conservancy 
Board of Directors, said the 
NYPD’s park data tactics 
does not encourage victims 
of crimes in green spaces 
to report them and warned 
such an attitude can have 
dire consequences.

“People go to parks to 
have a safe place for recre-
ation,” he said. “There was 
mass crime in the ‘80s and 
that scared a lot of people 
away from parks… they 
were off limits.”

Like many larger 
parks, Forest Park appears 
to have a higher crime rate 
and it concerned many 
when a string of sexual as-
saults and rapes were re-
ported there last year. 

nities to service the needs 
of current and future resi-
dents in this portion of the 
growing neighborhood of 
Astoria,” 

The vote was an his-
toric one in that it was the 
first time the city has made 
inclusion of affordable 
housing mandatory for a 
developer to secure a zon-
ing change.

“That’s why we expect-
ed the commission’s ap-
proval,” Borough President 
Melinda Katz said. She has 
joined Community Board 1 
in objecting to the project, 
recommending that the de-
veloper include more units 
of affordable housing.

“The City Planning 
Commission’s vote is only 
the start of this process,” 
Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides said. ““While 
the new housing stock is 
sorely needed, the devel-
opment must work for all 
Astorians. When the proj-
ect comes before the City 
Council, we will work with 
the developer and focus on 
providing ample affordable 

housing, dramatically in-
creasing public transporta-
tion capacity of and off of 
the peninsula, and keeping 
the development within the 
fabric of the community. 
The development, done cor-
rectly, has the opportunity 
to be a transformative mo-
ment for us but only if built 
to the highest standard.”

In a statement thank-
ing the Planning Commis-
sion, 2030 Astoria Develop-
ers said it looked forward to 
the project being the stan-
dard by which future de-
velopment projects will be 
evaluated. The firm vowed 
to work with Constan-
tinides and his colleague 
on the City Council on is-
sues such as the number of 
affordable units, the use of 
union labor for construc-
tion and transportation al-
ternatives for the growing 
population in Astoria.

Weisbrod addressed 
that final issue following 
the vote  addressing Katz 
and CB 1’s request for ferry 
service . 

“I am pleased to re-
port that the city is in very 
advanced discussions to 
achieve the issuance of a 
request for proposals for 

a feasibility study of ferry 
landing options along the 
Hallets Point peninsula 
prior to City Council action 
on the Astoria Cove proj-
ect,” he said.

That news is sure to 
please the Durst Organiza-
tion, which purchased a 90 
percent stake in the neigh-
boring Hallets Point proj-
ect. The real estate giant’s 
vice president, Helena Rose 
Durst, said in a statement, 
“Ferries are a pivotal com-
ponent of the transporta-
tion infrastructure for our 
project and the entire Hal-
lets Peninsula.”

The seven building, 
2,404-unit Hallet Point proj-
ect got the green light from 
the city last fall. The City 
Council is expected to vote 
on Astoria Cove by late No-
vember.

Weisbrod said both 
projects will “create a new 
destination in which to 
live, work and recreate. It 
will benefit the broader 
neighborhood, the Borough 
of Queens and, indeed, the 
City of New York.”

Luanne Rozran ques-
tions the whole six-month 
review process. The artist, 
who lives in the Shore Tow-

Continued from Page 1 
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said Letty Ashworth, the 
director of global diversity 
at Delta Airlines. “We’ve 
very much been engaged 
in this effort with our own 
employees first, but we’ve 
also been reaching out to 
our consumers.”

Delta has trained more 
than 70,000 of its 80,000 em-
ployees to be on the look out 
for signs of human traffick-
ing.

One of the largest ob-
stacles in tackling human 
trafficking is that many 
victims refuse to come out 
of the shadows as they feel 
trapped in their circum-
stances, too scared to go to 
the police for fear of being 
arrested or deported, Vance 
said.

“There are victims 
who are so desperately 
twisted that they actually 
perceive hate, abuse and 
violence as something they 
prefer to being left alone,” 
Vance said.

New laws which pro-
vide legal protections for 

trafficking victims and 
bolster penalties for traf-
fickers have been passed in 
only 39 states.

New York’s state Leg-
islature did not pass a bill 
against human trafficking 
until 2007.

Vance said New York’s 
laws are adequate to take 
on the problem, but that 
more could be done in other 
parts of the country to raise 
awareness and help build 
stronger cases against per-
petrators.

“I think there needs to 
be more pressure brought 
by state Legislators on this 
issue, but times are chang-
ing,” he said.

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) has in-
troduced a bill in the state 
Legislature as part of the 
Women’s Equality Act, 
which would increase min-
imum sentences for those 
found guilty of human traf-
ficking. It would increase 
minimum sentences for 
first-time offenders and re-
quire life in prison for re-
peat offenders.

Continued from Page 1 
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nounced last week the 
construction of a 516-seat 
primary school on Albert 
Road between Raleigh 
Street and 99th Place. 

Howard Kamph, pres-
ident of the Ozone Park 
Civic Association, said the 
area needed more schools, 
but there were concerns 
this location would tie up 
traffic on Albert Road, a 
narrow, one-way street.

“There’s no real ac-
cess there. There’s no park-
ing for teachers, There’s 
just one very congested 
road,” Kamph said, noting 
that he wanted to discuss 
where buses would come 
and go at a Community 
Board 10 public hearing 
on the school and thought 
a layover area solely for 
buses may be beneficial. 
“They should make some 
kind of in cove  where the 
buses can come in and 
park.”

Marjorie Feinberg, a 
spokeswoman for the city 
Department of Education, 

said the department in-
tended to start building a 
four-story school with two 
wings next summer and 
open the pre-kindergarten 
through fifth-grade insti-
tution in September 2017.

Property records 
show the SCA purchased 
two lots for $4.2 million 
from the New York Racing 
Association Inc. in 2009 
and then transferred them 
to the city. The property 
along with part of the Hu-
ron  Street road bed would 
be included in the project, 
according to a notice in the 
City Record, which pub-

lishes city agency notices. 
The DOE did not re-

spond to inquiries about 
why the department had 
selected that location for 
the school.

However, school dis-
trict 27, which encompass-
es the Rockaways, Howard 
Beach, South Ozone Park, 
Ozone Park, Richmond 
Hill and Woodhaven is one 
of the most crowded in the 
city. It currently is at about 
106 percent of its target ca-
pacity, according to Class 
Size Matters, a non-profit 
advocating for fewer pu-
pils in public schools in 

the city. 
A July 2014 report by 

Class Size Matters noted 
that many District 27 pri-
mary schools had class 
sizes larger than those 
agreed to in the teachers 
union contracts and that 
at least 10 primary and 
middle schools relied on 
trailers to supplement tra-
ditional classrooms.

Joshua Hirschman, 
president of the District 
27 Community Education 
Council, did not respond to 
a request for comment.

Continued from Page 1 
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Under Schools Chancellor Carmen Farina, the city Department of Education is planning a primary 
school in Ozone Park. 
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