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BY ALEX ROBINSON

The SUNY board of 
trustees has approved four 
new charter schools that 
will open in Queens.

The charters, which 
were certified along with 
13 other schools citywide, 

will form part of the Suc-
cess Academy, a network of 
charter schools headed by 
former City Councilwoman 
Eva Moskowitz, a polariz-
ing figure on the issue of 
co-locating her charters in 
public schools.

A new state law, cham-
pioned by Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo, paved the way for 
other Success Network 
charter schools in Queens 
last spring after Mayor 
Bill de Blasio threatened to 
deny public space for them.

The city Department 
of Education will now have 
to find places in public 
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

The city public advocate’s 
annual worst landlord list includ-

ed several buildings clustered 
in northwest Queens, with few 
residences east of the Van Wyck 
Expressway excluding the Rock-

aways getting included.
Public Advocate Letitia 

James released her findings 
last week, noting she assessed 

landlords based mainly on city 
Department of Housing Preser-
vation and Development data. 
James said buildings with under 
35 units needed an average of at 
least three open, serious viola-
tions per unit to be included on 
the list while larger buildings 
only required two.

 “For those landlords who 
would put income before the 
health and safety of tenants, my 
office will continue to monitor 
and bring forth legal action when 
necessary,” James said in a state-
ment.

Queens’ worst offender was 
14-15 Mott Ave. in Far Rockaway, 
which had 445 violations accord-
ing to James’ list, followed by 29-
32 Beach Channel Drive in Nep-
onsit, with 346 infractions.

Neither landlord could be 
reached for comment.

A Sunnyside building that 
was traditionally rent-stabilized, 
but then offered tenants the op-
portunity to purchase their homes 
and form a co-op in 1989 came in 
third. The 43-15 46th St. residence, 
which is part of a larger complex 
with its neighbor 43-33 46th St., A Flushing High player winces as he is tackled during the Bull Dogs’ 20-10 victory over New Utrecht. 

Photo by Chris Palermo 

BULL DOG POWER

BY ALEX ROBINSON

The average price of homes 
in Queens has gone up in the 
third quarter of 2014, but sales 
have dropped since the same time 
last year, a new report by the Real 
Estate Board of New York said.

A one- to three-family home 
in the borough sold for $571,000 on 
average, an increase of 7 percent, 
but sales fell 15 percent to 2,045 
deals during the third quarter.

“The rise in sales price and 
reduced amount of sales is the 
result that we are seeing all over 
the city in that the availability of 
properties is slimmer and the de-
mand is higher,” Kenneth Zakin, 
a senior managing director at 
NGKF Capital Markets, said in an 
email. “Therefore, pricing contin-
ues to move up as investors and 
developers seek to take advantage 
of the market dynamic and de-
mand for residential development 
in the boroughs.”

Flushing’s condo market 
slowed down as only 71 units were 
sold in the quarter, a 63 percent 
decrease from the same period in 
2013.

BY BILL PARRY

Straphangers in western Queens took notice 
when the MTA proposed its $32 billion capital 
plan. An overhaul of subway stations along the 
Astoria line and the No. 7 were included among 
the agency’s priorities and major objectives for 

MTA capital plan would renew
Q/N subway stations in Astoria

St. Pius X Catholic School in Rosedale 
is already co-located with a Success 
Academy charter school.

Home prices 
climb in boro
as sales drop

Queens landlords make worst list
Public advocate identifi es offenders concentrated west of Van Wyck

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 8

Four districts to get charters



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
OC

T. 
19

, 2
01

4
2

Davidov Law Group Invites You to a
Free Workshop on Wills, Trusts & Nursing Home Asset Protection

Learn How to Protect Your Assets
And Provide for Your Loved Ones
At the workshop, we will discuss several issues including:

 

    (Hint: Not all Powers of Attorney  are valid!)

Attend this free workshop and receive a FREE no obligation private consultation with 
Attorney Michael Davidov or Ilana Davidov to answer any questions about

 setting up your estate plan ($350.00 value).

Michael Davidov, Esq., CFP®, and Ilana Davidov, Esq., will be the featured speakers:

Noted estate planning and elder law attorneys, the Davidovs specialize in all the critical 
aspects of taxes, estate and long-term care planning, and providing legacies for loved ones. 
These workshops are informative and easy to understand. Recognized as a SuperLawyer 
Rising Star in 2013, Michael Davidov is also a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERTM.

Seating is limited! Register today!

Call us Today at 888-836-3909 or
Register online at www.davidovlaw.com

888-836-3909 
Your RSVP Code # P1019

Your family’s troubles only start with the funeral. Even if you 
think you’ve taken care of your family with a will or a living 
trust, recent legal activity shows your family could lose most 
or all of your estate. Our free workshop will reveal if your 
family is at risk and how to fix the problem if they are.

WOODSIDE
Tuesday, October 21

10:00 AM
(Continental Breakfast)

Donovan’s
57-24 Roosevelt Avenue

REGO PARK
Tuesday, October 21

3:00 PM
(Refreshments)

Maurya
63-108 Woodhaven Boulevard

GLENDALE
Wednesday, October 22

11:00 AM
(Refreshments)

Atlas Park
8000 Cooper Avenue Room 8312

HOWARD BEACH
Thursday, October 23

10:00 AM
(Continental Breakfast)

Vetro
164-49 Crossbay Boulevard

SOUTH RICHMOND HILL
Thursday, October 23

3:00 PM
(Refreshments)

Villa Russo
118-16 101st Avenue

EAST ELMHURST
Saturday, October 25

10:00 AM
(Continental Breakfast)

Bruno’s
88-25 Astoria Boulevard

Reserve Your Seat

SAVE YOUR 

FAMILY 

$11,500 

PER MONTH

80-02 Kew Gardens Road, Suite 605
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

Attend One of These Workshops and Receive A
FREE 1 Hour Consultation

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING
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BY JUAN SOTO

The groups fighting 
against airplane noise in 
Queens have enlisted what 
they hope is a new and 
strong ally.

U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-NY) hosted 
a meeting Oct. 10 at his 
Manhattan office with rep-
resentatives from several 
organizations from Queens 
and Nassau to solve the air-
plane noise pollution prob-
lem in places like Bayside, 
Little Neck and Woodside 
to Nassau County.

The Queens residents 
are trying to curb the in-
creasing number of air-
planes flying over their 
neighborhoods since about 
2 1/2 years ago, when the 
Senate passed the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
Reauthorization bill.

The legislation allowed 

the FAA to switch from a 
radar to a satellite-control 
traffic control system.

“It brought a whole new 
pattern into effect,” said a 
Bayside resident who did 
not want to be identified. 

The radar change based on 
GPS technology meant, he 
said, “more planes coming 
much lower than before, 
closer to our heads and 
with bigger fuselages.”      

Janet McEneaney, 

president of Queens Quiet 
Skies, one of the organiza-
tions present at the meet-
ing, said she was “opti-
mistic” after discussing 
the noise problem with the 
senator and some of his top 

aides. 
“He [Schumer] went 

right to the heart of the 
problem,” McEneaney said. 
“But he didn’t make any 
promises.”

Also present at the 
30-minute meeting, among 
others, were representa-
tives from the Eastern 
Queens Alliance, East Hills 
Mayor Michael Koblenz and 
Floral Park Village Trustee 
Mary-Grace Tomecki.

“The senator knows 
there is a problem and the 
next step is trying to define 
it,” said a source who at-
tended the meeting.

In the following weeks, 
the organizations have to 
fully describe the problem 
and how the jet noise and 
pollution has worsened 
from more than two years 
ago. 

McEneaney said 
Queens Quiet Skies, found-

ed in September 2012, will 
send letters to its members 
and to elected officials in 
the borough asking for 
their input about airplane 
noise issues and possible 
measures to solve them.

With documentation in 
hand, then Schumer “will 
meet with top people at the 
FAA,” McEneaney.

The groups hope 
Schumer’s involvement will 
persuade the FAA to reduce 
air traffic in the New York/
New Jersey area, the coun-
try’s most congested region 
with about 4,000 jets flying 
daily in or out of John F. 
Kennedy International Air-
port, LaGuardia Airport or 
Newark Airport.

It is expected the Dem-
ocratic senator from New 
York will sit down with 
FAA Administrator Mi-
chael Huerta to lay out the 
problem.  

A United Airlines flight descends low over Northern Boulevard during a landing at LaGuardia Airport.

Schumer listens to jet noise complaints
New York senator meets QuietSkies, Nassau advocacy groups to seek solution with FAA

BY BILL PARRY

Sunnyside Gardens turns 90 
this month and residents will un-
veil three historic district signs 
and throw a birthday reception 
Oct. 25. 

The Greater Astoria Histori-
cal Society marked the occasion 
last week with a photo exhibit 
and lecture from preservationist 
Jeffrey Kroessler and his archi-
tect wife Laura Heim.

“I consider it to be one of the 
most historic neighborhoods in 
the city and perhaps the nation,” 
Kroessler said. The garden com-
munity, on the north side of Sun-
nyside, was landmarked as a his-
toric district in 2007.

The 16 block area with more 
than 600 buildings began con-
struction in 1924 to alleviate sti-
fling overcrowding in the tene-
ments of Manhattan.

“In the late 1800s the over-
crowding of tenements was ex-

traordinary.  In Manhattan’s 10th 
Ward the density was 600 people 
per acre  -- they called it a social 
evil” Kroessler said, referring to 
the congested Lower East Side 
neighborhood.  

“Imagine the darkness in 
building after building with no 

open space,” he said.  “No light 
and no air.  In fact, a court even 
ruled that renters had no right to 
air or light.”

 In London, Kroessler ex-
plained, Ebenzer Howard was 
so disturbed by the separation 
of rich and poor he wrote a book 

about utopian housing in indus-
trial cities and it led to a housing 
reformist movement that played 
out in Jackson Heights, Forest 
Hills Gardens and in Sunnyside 
Gardens. Clarence Stein and Hen-
ry Wright designed a garden city 
based on the English model. 

“The houses were small 
so people could afford them; it 
became the original affordable 
housing,” Kroessler said. Subway 
lines were built to Astoria and 
Corona and the exodus from tene-
ment life began.

 “The city of New York moved 
to the middle of nowhere,” he 
said. The new housing in Queens 
allowed for the density to be low-
ered to 300 pre acre. What made 
Sunnyside Gardens distinctive 
was its single-family houses fac-
ing a dozen common courtyards. 
“Everyone had access to the out-
doors with backyards and decks 
and terraces,” Kroessler said.

After 40 years the easements 
began to run out and property 

owners began dividing up the 
courtyards with fences, according 
to Kroessler. “It compromised the 
integrity of this historic planned 
community,” he said.

In 1974, the Department of 
City Planning under the John 
Lindsay administration institut-
ed a set of rules for a community 
preservation district. 

“No driveways or fences into 
the common courts, no additions, 
sheds or outbuildings,” Kroessler 
said. “To do anything you would 
need a permit and they wouldn’t 
issue permits.”

Sunnyside Gardens was 
saved, although Heim called the 
landmarking process a “conten-
tious” one.

The first of the new historic 
district signs will be unveiled Oct. 
25 beginning at 1 p.m. at Skillman 
Avenue and 46th Street. The Sun-
nyside Preservation Alliance will 
lead a stroll through the garden 
courtyards where the other two 
signs will be unveiled.

House at Skillman Avenue and 48th Street as it looked in the ‘20s and now. 
Photo courtesy Greater Astoria Historical Society

Historic Sunnyside Gardens district turning 90 yrs old
Parks preservationist hails nabe as one of most successful examples of planned urban community
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presentspresents

888-228-0687

CANDY BUY BACK

To Help Protect
Your Child’s Teeth

(New patients only)

EVENING & SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS 
24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES, 888-228-0687

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY
BRACES-INVISALIGN
ORAL SURGERY
PERIODONTAL 
THERAPY
ROOT CANAL
IMPLANTS

DENTURES
MERCURY-FREE TOOTH 
COLORED FILLINGS
METAL-FREE CROWNS
PORCELAIN VENEERS
NITROUS OXIDE 
ANESTHESIA

SEDATION DENTISTRY
LASER DENTISTRY
VELSCOPE VX (ORAL 
CANCER EXAMS)
INTRA-ORAL CAMERA

43-07 214th Place
BAYSIDE

516-781-9700

2592 Merrick Road, Suite C
BELLMORE

718-225-0515

www.drsilvermanassociates.com

OPERATION GRATITUDE
in cooperation with

BY BILL PARRY

The 2nd Annual Sun-
nyside Restaurant Week 
is being billed as “Around 
the World in 32 Plates” as a 
nod to the diversity in the 
neighborhood’s culinary 
scene. The five-day pro-
motion, featuring a three- 
course dinner menu for 
$25, is twice the size of last 
year’s inaugural event.

“Last year we just in-
vited members of the BID 
to take part,” Sunnyside 
Shines Executive Director 
Rachel Thieme said. “Ev-
eryone said it was such a 
great success that this year 
we decided to open it up to 
every restaurant in Sunny-
side and 32 signed on.”

It all begins with an 
opening reception at 7 p.m. 
Monday at the critically 
acclaimed Salt and Fat, at 
41-16 Queens Blvd., that is 
open to the public. The res-
taurants taking part repre-
sent the international fla-
vor of the neighborhood.

“I don’t know if there’s 
a cuisine that’s not rep-
resented here,” Thieme 
said. From Salt and Fat’s 
French/Korean to De 
Mole’s Mexican, the roster 
includes Colombian, Japa-
nese, Turkish, Peruvian, 
Tibetan, Irish, Italian, 
Filipino, Paraguayan, Thai 
and Romanian.

The business district 
in Sunnyside is south of 
Queens Boulevard, but 
since Thieme opened it up 
to everyone, many restau-
rants north of the Boule-
vard were quick to sign on.

Murphy’s Lobster 
Grill, at 48-20 Skillman 
Ave., winners of the “best 
appetizer award” at Queens 
Taste earlier this year, will 
be serving up its lobster 
mac ‘n’ cheese. “Once they 
opened it up to everyone, 
we were delighted to take 
part,” owner Mike Murphy 
said. “It’s nice that Rachel 

made it all inclusive and 
open to all. We’re delighted 
to be a part of it.”

Justin Costello, man-
ager of Claret Wine Bar at 
46-02 Skillman Ave., said, 
“Everyone’s in so you want 
to be a part of it. I didn’t 
have to think about it, real-
ly. I can’t wait to go around 
and check out what the oth-
er restaurants are doing as 
well.”

Five of the restaurants 
will also host art installa-
tions. Two will be curated 
by No Longer Empty, the 
international contempo-
rary arts organization, 
which took part last year. 
In addition, Thieme decid-
ed to include local artists 
as well. “I wanted to attract 
more people to the district 
so three of the five installa-
tions will be from the Sun-
nyside art scene.”

After the opening re-
ception Monday at Salt 
and Fat, a guided tour will 
set out to visit each exhibit 
including a special film 

screening at Dazie’s Restau-
rant at 39-41 Queens Blvd.

“Last year’s event was 
a big success for neighbor-
hood restaurants,” Thieme 
said. “This event highlights 
the diverse range of restau-
rants in Sunnyside, but 
there’s a huge problem - fig-
uring out how to eat in all 
these amazing restaurants 
in just one week.”

Thieme added that 
she’s not worried that Sun-
nyside Restaurant Week is 
taking place during the 11th 
annual Queens Restaurant 
Week, a 2-1/2 weeklong pro-
motion involving 200 eater-
ies boroughwide. “We’re 
not competing, we’re com-
plimenting each other,” 
Queens Economic Develop-
ment Corp. spokesman Rob 
MacKay said. “Rachel was 
on the schedule first but we 
realized we were in conflict 
with the Jewish holidays 
and had to adjust our sched-
ule. Who holds a restaurant 
week when Jewish people 
are fasting?”

Restaurants are offering an enticing variety of exotic dishes at 
Sunnyside Restaurant Week. Photo courtesy Sunnyside Shines

Sunnyside shows off 
area’s diverse cuisine

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY JUAN SOTO

Woodside community 
activists, neighbors and 
elected officials asked the 
driver of a hit-and-run acci-
dent in Queens Boulevard 
that left a man fighting for 
his life in a hospital to sur-
render to authorities.

“If you hit someone, 
you have to stop,” City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) said 
during a rally  last Friday 
at Queens Boulevard and 
60th Street, near the scene 
of the hit-and-run that took 
place the day before.

Police said the victim 
was crossing the boulevard 
about 1:30 a.m. when he was 
hit by a westbound SUV. 

“This person left a 
young man to die,” said the 
lawmaker, who reminded 
drivers that the 10-lane bou-
levard “is not a highway.”

Kids from the nearby 
Towers Play and Learn 
School hold signs at the 

rally. Some of them read, 
“Turn yourself in,” “I cross 
the street every day, please 
slow down,” and “Please, 
stop on the crosswalk.”

Van Bramer said the 
unidentified victim of the 
accident was a man in his 
20s or 30s.

The councilman and 

community advocates were 
joined by Capt. Brian Hen-
nessy of the 108th Police 
Precinct. 

Police installed a big 

digital sign near the scene 
of the crash with informa-
tion about the accident. 

“There is someone out 
there with a guilty con-
science,” said Van Bramer. 
“This person needs to come 
forward.”

Jerry Lamonte, from 
the nearby Big Six Towers 
complex building, said “ac-
cidents are unfortunate, 
but what it’s not unfortu-
nate is leaving the scene of 
an accident.”

The community asked 
for more safety measures 
in the boulevard. 

“Queens Boulevard is 
referred as the boulevard of 
death, but it is surrounded 
by life,” said the legislator.

“This is a very danger-
ous arterial roadway,” said 
Cristina Furlong, of Make 
Queens Safer, an organiza-
tion calling for safer streets 
in the borough.

Also at the rally was 
Denise Smith, of Commu-
nity Board 2 and a resident 

of the Big-Six Towers. 
“We can’t tolerate 

this,” she said. “Enough is 
enough.”

The councilman said 
the bill he authored and 
was recently passed by the 
City Council and will go 
into effect Dec. 29.  It will 
make drivers who leave 
the scene of an accident li-
able for up to $10,000 in civil 
penalties.  

“This is unacceptable 
behavior,” Van Bramer 
said. “It’s a crime.”  

Van Bramer said cops 
from the 108th Precinct 
have doubled the number 
of DWI arrests so far this 
year, and the number of 
speeding tickets issued was 
up about 30 percent.

“We want to make Vi-
sion Zero a reality,” the 
lawmaker said.

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564. 
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Woodside calls for street safety after hit-run

Neighbors and elected officials rally at Queens Boulevard where a man was recently run over by a hit-
and-run driver.   Photo courtesy Jimmy Van Bramer
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
A Manhattan flooring 

expert who was consulted 
on the building of a gym 
floor in the new Police 
Academy in College Point 
said his warnings the floor 
would fail were ignored.

The brand new poly-
urethane gym floor, recent-
ly buckled, delaying the 
project further and cost-
ing additional hundreds of 
thousands of dollars,  the 
New York Post reported .

Janos Spitzer con-
sulted on the project for 
one day back in January 
and said he had concerns 
about the structure twist-
ing because of some of the 
materials being used. He 
said most of the materials 
for the floor were built with 
fire retardant, which has a 
high moisture content.

“You have to take it 
down and throw it away 
and start all over again,” 
he said. “When you look 

at the numbers, it’s pretty 
drastic. That made me an-
gry because it’s my money, 
too.”

Spitzer said at least 
$25 was likely wasted 
per square foot on the 
45,000-square-foot project.

“Everything has to 
be dried and prepared,” he 
said. “It’s not just the labor 
that it will take to put it to-
gether.”

In addition to the fact 
that no one heeded his 
warnings, Spitzer said he 
was never paid the $1,500 
he charges in fees for a 
day’s work.

Delays have plagued 
the new building’s con-
struction and have pushed 
the grand opening of the 
10-story training facility 
back to January 2015.

The Police Depart-
ment did not respond to 
questions about whether 
the flooring problem would 
further delay the opening.

BY JUAN SOTO

Oakland Lake is closed 
to visitors until next fall.

Recreational enjoy-
ment is off-limits at the 
15,000-year-old spring-fed, 
glacial kettle lake as it 
undergoes a major trans-
formation to upgrade the 
sometimes flooded path and 
improve the water quality.

According to a spokes-
woman from the New York 
City Parks, the project in-
cludes the installation of 
stone swales and drywells 
“to collect water seeping 
from surrounding slopes 
and divert water from the 
pathway.”

Parks said while con-
struction is underway, “it 
is necessary to keep the 
park closed in the interest 
of public safety.”

Oakland Lake, origi-
nally known as Mill Pond, 
has been closed off since 
the end of last month. The 
lake was renamed for the 
19th century estate on the 
site called The Oaks, be-
cause of the abundance of 
oak trees in the area. 

Once the project is 
concluded, “the original 
stream bed will be re-es-
tablished and slopes will be 
stabilized with boulders,” 
the spokeswoman said.

In addition, the recon-
struction will also clean 
out the existing drainage 
system and, in some areas, 
the contractor will install 

new native wetland plant-
ings.

The work is part of the 
city Parks and Department 
of Environmental Protec-
tion capital improvement 
project to restore the 46-
acre Oakland Lake Park.

As part of the DEP’s 
Bluebelt Program, work-
ers will also install storm 
sewers in the streets near 
the park in order to prevent 
erosion.

“The community has 
been awaiting the work at 
Oakland Lake for a long 
time,” Assemblyman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens). said. “I am hopeful 
that once the reconstruc-
tion is complete, residents 
will be able to safely and ful-

ly enjoy the scenic path.”
The lake is home to 

fish, such as bass and carp, 
and it attracts dark-eyed 
juncos, scaup ducks and 
migratory birds, among 
others.

“It is regrettable the 
entire park will be closed 
for a year,” said Michael 
Feiner, president of the 
Bayside Hills Civic Asso-
ciations.

But Feiner said that af-
ter years of waiting, “amaz-
ingly the restoration of 
Oakland Lake Park is part 
of what became this mas-
sive undertaking.”

Feiner, who became 
involved in the local civic 
movement in the 1980s be-
cause of the continuing 

floods occurring in Bay-
side, pointed out the site has 
endured years of stormwa-
ter runoff causing “erosion 
and significant sediments 
and debris build up.”

The lake was bought 
in the 19th century by the 
then village of Flushing as 
a municipal water source. 
In 1898, Oakland Lake was 
transferred to the city De-
partment of Water Supply, 
Gas and Electricity after 
the consolidation of the 
five boroughs. In 1934, the 
lake was transferred to the 
Parks Department. 

The project will re-
store the ecological health 
of Oakland Lake Park, ac-
cording to DEP. The new Police Academy in College Point is facing possible fur-

ther delays.

Oakland Lake Park is undergoing a major construction project and is off-limits to the public until next 
fall. Photo by Chris Palermo

Gym fl oor buckles 
at Police Academy

Oakland Lake shuttered
Park closed until next fall as city restores its ecological health
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JORDAN’S
RESTAURANT

SHRIMP 
PLATTER

$19  + TAX

FISH & CHIPS 
PLATTER

$11  + TAX

INCLUDES: 
ANY SODA, COFFEE OR TEA, PREMIUM IDAHO FRENCH FRIES

Market Specials & Menu Online: Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 KNAPP St. & Belt Pkwy (EXIT 9 Or 9A), Sheepshead Bay, BKLYN

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (ACROSS FROM THE UA MOVIES)

1-800-404-CLAW
ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

BY JUAN SOTO
 

Bayside’s Nathaniel 
Hawthorne Middle School 
74 is turning 60.

To commemorate the 
big anniversary, the school 
wants its alumni to par-
ticipate in the big festival 
which will be held at the 
educational facility Nov. 2.

The celebration is two-
fold. Besides blowing the 60 
candles, MS 74 also wants 
to raise money to install a 
digital sign in the school’s 
facade.

“It will be nice to flash 
our accomplishments and 
we will also be able to an-
nounce upcoming events,” 
said Richard Schaffer, 
Hawthorne’s assistant 
principal.

Schaffer said the 
school, at 61-15 Oceania St., 
has a full program set up 
for that day. 

There will be exhib-
its, a big lunch, music and 
speeches.

In fact, the keynote 
speaker will feature the 
prolific children science 
books writer Seymour Si-
mon, who taught at MS 74 
for over 20 years.

Graduates from the 
‘50s, ‘60s and  ‘70 shave  al-
ready confirmed they plan 
to attend the anniversary 
celebration.

“They will be able to 
visit their old classrooms 

and see how they changed 
after all these years,” 
Schaffer said. 

All yearbooks since 
the school opened its doors 
in 1954 will be on display in 
the library. In 1955, MS 74 
celebrated the first gradu-
ating class. 

In the 1968 yearbook 
there is a familiar face. 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) is a Hawthorne 
graduate.

She, like several other 
elected officials, will be at-
tending the celebration two 
days before the Nov. 4 Elec-
tion Day.

Another Hawthorne 
graduate is Howie Rose, 
New York Met’s radio voice 
on WOR. 

The sportscaster will 
not be able to attend the cel-
ebration because of work 
—he is covering the New 
York Islanders—but he will 
record a video message in 
the school’s TV studio for 
the Nov. 2 party.

The Bayside Times 
will also have a presence 
in the celebration. In an ex-
hibit that will be located in 
the gym, the school will dis-
play Bayside Times news-
papers clippings from the 
‘60s, as well as the original 
blueprints for the school’s 
complex.  

In addition, the school 
has launched an online 
auction to raise money to 

buy the digital sign. So far, 
it has raised more than 
$2,400 from the online auc-
tion. Items in the auction 
include gift certificates 
for restaurants and stores; 
circus, museum and movie 
tickets; a Starbucks Verisi-
mo machine and Walt Dis-
ney World tickets.

“There is a variety of 
things for auction,” Schaf-
fer said.  

The budget for the 
school digital sign is about 
$10,000.

Between the auction, 
commemorative T-shirts 
and other items, and selling 
exquisites lunches for the 
day, Schaffer is confident 
the academic center will 
raise the money needed for 
the project. 

So far, the school has 
raised over $4,000 from all 
its fund-raising activities.

“Between what we 
have, and the lunch at 
school, the T-shirts and oth-
er items, we hope to reach 
what we need,” said Schaf-
fer. “We will also suggest 
a $5 donation at the door.   
That’s why I think we will 
be able to get the digital 
sign.”

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

MS 74 in Bayside will celebrate its 60th anniversary with a big party Nov. 2 at the school. 
Photo by Chris Palermo

Bayside’s MS 74 plans big bash
for 60th anniversary celebration

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 
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Kids will spend 11 minutes 
dressing Spike up 
like a princess.

How about two 
minutes to brush 

their teeth?

The areas that have 
seen the most sales in the 
borough are Rego Park, 
Forest Hills and Kew Gar-
dens, which had a combined 
375 residential sales, and 
Flushing, which recorded 
320.

Real estate brokers 
said the borough’s neigh-
borhoods with denser hous-
ing, such as Flushing, Jack-
son Heights and Rego Park, 
have had higher numbers 
of sales compared to areas 
like Astoria, where there 
are more one- to three-
family homes, which are 
typically too expensive for 
those looking to buy their 
first home.

“First-time home buy-
ers. may be unable to come 
up with the big down pay-
ments and sometimes all 
cash required to make a 
deal in a market when de-
mand is high,” said Peter 
Horowitz, a real estate bro-
ker, whose firm is based in 
Astoria.

The average sales price 

of co-ops in the borough in-
creased 9 percent and the 
cost of condominiums went 
up 4 percent, according to 
the report.

Long Island City had 
the highest average home 
sales price of any neighbor-
hood in Queens at $824,000.

Beechhurst and Whit-
estone saw the most dra-
matic increase in value 
from last year as the aver-
age price jumped 34 percent 
to $682,000.

“Sales activity has con-
tinued to be strong citywide 
as more transactions are 
completed at higher price 

levels across all property 
types,” said Steven Spinola, 
president of REBNY, which 
is a powerful real estate 
trade association. “This 
holds true particularly 
for Brooklyn and Queens 
where we are seeing many 
new projects come on line.”

The average sales price 
of homes citywide rose 13 
percent to $910,000, buoyed 
by strong rises in Queens, 
Manhattan and Brooklyn.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

schools for the new char-
ters to occupy or pay their 
rent.

“There is clearly tre-
mendous demand from par-
ents for high-quality schools 
in New York City with the 
applications far exceeding 
the number of available 
seats in our schools,” said 
Moskowitz, whose political 
action committee has given 
Cuomo’s campaign tens of 
thousands of dollars since 
2011. “We look forward to 
working with the Depart-
ment of Education to identi-
fy appropriate locations so 
that these schools can open 
and more children have 
an opportunity to receive 
the high-quality education 
they want and deserve.”

The new schools will 
be in Districts 24, 27, 28 
and 30. The charter in Dis-
trict 27 has been approved 
to open in August 2015 and 
the other three are set to 
welcome their first class 
the following year.

Once the charter 
schools apply for space with 
the city, DOE will have five 
months to respond. 

“It’s our goal to invest 
in all our public schools to 
make sure parents have 
great options for their chil-
dren, regardless of what 
neighborhood they live in,” 
said DOE spokeswoman 
Kaye Devora. “It doesn’t 
matter whether a child at-
tends a traditional public 
school or a charter pub-
lic school - we want every 
child to get the education 
they need to succeed and 
are committed to comply-
ing with the space law. 
When schools collaborate, 
share resources, and work 
to meet the needs of every 
child, all of our students 
win.” 

Two elected officials, 
whose districts could in-
clude the new charters, re-
sponded to the new approv-
als with little enthusiasm. 

Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), a former public 
school teacher and the 
chairman of the Council’s 

Education Committee, 
called for a moratorium on 
any more charters being ap-
proved unless there is more 
oversight of the schools, 
which are publicly funded 
but operate independently 
of the DOE.

“If you take govern-
ment money, you must ac-
cept sunshine and trans-
parency,” Dromm said in 
an interview.

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) said 
she was concerned the 
new schools could further 
overwhelm the city’s over-
crowded public system.

“There are children in 
District 30 who are learning 
in trailers and we’re giving 
17 new charters to organi-
zations that are going to en-
croach on our schools even 
further,” she said. “If we’re 
serious about universal 
Pre-K, we should certainly 
be using public education 
to educate our children. 
There is a shortage of space 
and to co-locate a charter 
school instead of universal 
pre-K is wrong.”

Continued from Page 1 

Homes

Continued from Page 1 

Charters

A home sits for sale in Fresh Meadows. A report by the Real Estate 
Board of New York said the average price for houses in Queens is 
up while overall sales are down.

$CASH$$CASH$
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had 271 violations, accord-
ing to the public advocate’s 
research. Complaints filed 
with HPD in the last year 
include requests to repair 
water leaks, replaster and 
paint surfaces, abate mold 
and mildew and replace 
missing smoke detectors.

Few at the Sunnyside 
residence openly discussed 
concerns.  But a couple of 
renters who feared not hav-
ing their leases renewed if 
they gave their names said 
water pipe bursts and leaks 
frequently spewed water 
through the walls and ceil-
ings. 

“You call and they 
come plaster over it, but 
that’s not a fix. It’s cosmet-
ic,” said one renter who has 
had a leak repaired mul-
tiple times. “I have a new-
born. I worry about lead 
paint in the walls, mold in 
the bathroom.”

Co-op owners, how-
ever, said they encountered 
few issues. A few noted that 
renters did not always re-

alize they were subletting 
and must approach the 
board for repair work. 

Longtime residents 
such as Paul Maringelli 
said the original landlord, 
who still owns some rental 
units, had a bad track re-
cord.

Efforts to locate Kevin 
Kane, the landlord’s head 
officer, were unsuccessful.

James’ assessment of 
Queens listed 28-02 44 St. in 
Astoria as fourth, with 245 
violations that appear to 
be mostly related to smoke 
and carbon monoxide de-
tectors, electrical wiring 
and pests, and 39-30 59th St. 
in Woodside as fifth, with 
221 infractions spanning 
everything from roach in-
festations to loose ceramic 
tiles.

Neither buildings’ 
landlord could be reached 
for comment.

For the full list, go to 
landlord watchlist.com.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at stran gle@c n-
gloc al.com.

Continued from Page 1 

Landlord
the years 2015 to 2019.

MTA Chairman and 
CEO Tom Prendergast 
called the plan a need list 
rather than a wish, say-
ing, “Every five years the 
MTA takes a hard look at 
its system and infrastruc-
ture and compiles a capital 
program to identify and 
prioritize the investments 
that will be essential to 
renew, enhance and ex-
pand the system to meet 
the changing needs of the 
region, its economy and its 
residents.”

While Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo said the plan is 
bloated, the state’s Capital 
Program Review Board  ve-
toed it, calling for the MTA 
to revise and re-submit the 
plan. Several elected of-
ficials are hoping the $140 
million the agency bud-
geted for stations along 
the No. 7 line, and the $110 
million for the Astoria line 
will stay intact.

“The announcement 
that the MTA is planning 

to conduct station work 
in Astoria’s N/Q stations 
is sorely needed,” City 
Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria) 
said. “This work would 
bring positive change in 
our neighborhood’s transit 
experience. I am especial-
ly happy that the Astoria 
Boulevard station would 
receive additional funding 
so that it can become fully 
ADA accessible. I urge the 
state to adopt the MTA’s 
capital budget plan so that 
these improvements can 
occur.”

According to the plan, 

six stations, including 
Astoria-Ditmars, would 
receive more nearly $19 
million apiece for renewal 
work that would upgrade 
platforms, stairways and 
lighting. Work would be-
gin next year if the plan is 
approved.

“It’s good to see the 
MTA recognize that our 
train lines in western 
Queens are in dire need of 
upgrades,” state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
said. “But it will take a 
concerted effort to make 
these plans a reality. I 
will keep the pressure on 

the MTA to deliver on our 
transit needs.”

Meanwhile, state 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) applauded the 
planned upgrades and 
maintenance projects the 
MTA plans along the No. 
7 line, from 52nd Street in 
Woodside to Mets-Willets 
Point in Corona. Work on 
the stations would begin 
in 2017 and finish in 2019.

“Beautifying the 
Roosevelt Avenue com-
mercial corridor will be 
good for business and a re-
lief for local residents long 
disgusted by the eyesore 
that the elevated 7 line has 
become,” he said. “I will 
monitor the plan closely 
as it moves through the ap-
proval process and work to 
ensure that these projects 
do not fall through the 
cracks.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Repairs

Visit us at www.
Timesledger.com

The MTA plans to renew subway stations like this one at 
Roosevelt Avenue and 52nd Street. Photo by Bill Parry
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Not Responsible for Any Typographical Errors..
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