
• JAMAICA TIMES
• ASTORIA TIMES
• FOREST HILLS LEDGER
• LAURELTON TIMES
• QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES
• RIDGEWOOD LEDGER
• HOWARD BEACH TIMES 
• RICHMOND HILL TIMES

 

Your Neighborhood - Your News® FREEOct. 17–23, 2014

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

LARGEST AUDITED 
COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER 
IN QUEENS

A CNG Publication Vol. 2 No. 42 52 total pages

BY JUAN SOTO

Woodside community activ-
ists, neighbors and elected offi-
cials asked the driver of a hit-and-
run accident in Queens Boulevard 
that left a man fighting for his life 
in a hospital to surrender to au-
thorities.

“If you hit someone, you have 
to stop,” City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said during a rally  last Friday 
at Queens Boulevard and 60th 
Street, near the scene of the hit-
and-run that took place the day 
before.

Police said the victim was 
crossing the boulevard about 1:30 
a.m. when he was hit by a west-
bound SUV. 

“This person left a young 
man to die,” said the lawmaker, 
who reminded drivers that the 
10-lane boulevard “is not a high-
way.”

Kids from the nearby Tow-
ers Play and Learn School hold 
signs at the rally. Some of them 
read, “Turn yourself in,” “I cross 
the street every day, please slow 
down,” and “Please, stop on the 
crosswalk.”

Van Bramer said the uniden-
tified victim of the accident was a 
man in his 20s or 30s.

The councilman and com-
munity advocates were joined by 
Capt. Brian Hennessy of the 108th 
Police Precinct. 

Police installed a big digital 
sign near the scene of the crash 
with information about the acci-
dent. 

“There is someone out there 
with a guilty conscience,” said 
Van Bramer. “This person needs 

Continued on Page 42

BY SARINA TRANGLE

It would take $120 million 
to curate a park along the aban-
doned Rockawy Beach LIRR 
spur, but QueensWay advocates 
contend most of the project could 
be funded by the federal govern-
ment.

Friends of QueensWay, an 
advocacy group calling for trans-

forming the 3.5-mile stretch run-
ning from Rego Park to Ozone 
Park into a High Line-style park 
with bike and pedestrian paths, 
released blueprints and a feasibil-
ity study touting the viability of 
the QueensWay Tuesday morn-
ing.

Standing in front of gated 
tracks obscured by greenery 
near Metropolitan Expedition-

ary Learning School in Forest 
Hills, Friends of QueensWay 
Steering Committee member An-
drea Crawford and leaders from 
the national non-profit Trust for 
Public Land pitched the project 
as a boon for central Queens. 
The coalition, which funded the 
commissioned study in part with 
state funding, contended the park 
would increase property values 

at least 5 percent, direct $7 to $21 
per visitor to nearby businesses, 
offer a safe route for bikers and 
pedestrians to traverse central 
Queens and provide educational 
and recreational space.

“I see new families coming 
into our neighborhood saying, 
‘You know, I heard about the 
QueensWay and I was looking at 

Tashea Sims holds her son Nasir Nichols, 6 months, at the Queens Hospital Center after it was recently designated a baby friendly hospital. The hospital held 
a special dinner and screening of the breastfeeding documentary “The Milky Way” for new mothers and mothers-to-be. See more photos Page 30 

Photo by Chris Palermo

Continued on Page 42

HELLO, WORLD!

QueensWay could cost $120 M
Advocates propose park for abandoned rail spur to rival Manhattan’s High Line

Woodside calls 
for street safety 

after hit-run
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

In its haste to ease a 
homeless shelter into Glen-
dale, the city misclassified 
some 150 acres of private 
cemetery as open to the 
public, overlooked an error 
in school enrollment calcu-
lations and ignored poten-
tial burdens on the FDNY, 
a lawsuit from opponents to 
the project alleges.

The Glendale/Middle 
Village Coalition filed a 
suit last week seeking to 
overturn the city Depart-
ment of Homeless Services’ 
assessment that allowing 
Samaritan Village to open 
a 125-family shelter in 
Glendale would have no sig-
nificant adverse impact on 
nearby communities and 
therefore does not merit a 
more lengthy review. 

The court papers argue 
DHS “rubber stamped” a 
study it commissioned and 
should be compelled to do 
an environmental impact 

statement, a more robust 
inquiry required under 
state law when a prelimi-
mary enviromental assess-
ment statement known as 
an EAS suggests a govern-
ment project may trigger a 
serious issue.

“Instead of taking a se-
rious look at the impact on 
the community of inserting 
125 families and staff onto a 
property that currently is 
occupied by an abandoned 
factory, the EAS is full of 
conclusory statements and 
inaccurate factual discus-
sions, and was clearly de-
signed to avoid the review 
of a controversial proejct 
required by [the State Envi-
ronmental Quality Review 
Act] , including public com-
ments,” the lawsuit said of 
the related state law.

DHS said it could not 
comment on pending litiga-
tion, but it stood behind its 
report.

The city hired AECOM, 
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BY BILL PARRY

Relief has come for one 
school in District 30, one of 
most overcrowded in the 
city.  

Elected officials joined 
educators and students of 
IS 230 for a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony at a new middle 
school annex, at 74th Street 
and 34th Avenue, that con-
tains science labs, an art 
studio, a library with com-
puters, classrooms, a caf-
eteria and bathrooms on 
every floor.

“This new annex will 
help alleviate overcrowd-
ing at the main IS 230 mid-
dle school building,” City 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights said. 
“These rooms are essential 
to a well-rounded educa-
tion. It will go a long way to 
improving education in our 
district.”

The School Construc-
tion Authority also bought 
two lots on 74th Street that 
will be utilized as an out-
door play and exercise area. 
In addition to other ameni-
ties, the SCA made sure the 
new building fit in with the 
aesthetic of the surround-
ing historic district.

“The new IS 230 annex 
is not just about giving stu-
dents a new state-of-the-art 
building, it’s about creating 
an environment that fosters 
learning and gives every 
child that walks through 
these doors and opportu-
nity for endless growth,” 
SCA President and CEO 
Lorraine Grillo said. “We 
have created a new outlet 

for students to pursue their 
dreams in wonderful Jack-
son Heights.”

Construction on the 
new annex took two years 
and cost $22.8 million. It 
will add 400 seats for the 
students at IS 230.

“Over the years, there 
have been some creative ap-
proaches to dealing with the 
overcrowding crisis in this 
district,” state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
said. “But the bottom line 
is until there’s a seat for 
every child, it’s a game of 
musical chairs. “No mat-
ter what you do, or how you 

zone or rezone, someone is 
left standing. This commu-
nity desperately needs this 
annex. And this communi-
ty desperately needs more 
annexes and more new 
schools. We are enormously 
appreciative of the commit-
ment of the mayor, schools 
chancellor and School Con-
struction Authority to end-
ing this decades-long over-
crowding crisis in this part 
of Queens.”

State Assemblyman 
Michael Den Dekker (D-
East Elmhurst) took the 
opportunity to push for leg-
islation. “I hope also that 

voters will vote in favor of 
the Smart Schools Bond 
Act in November, so we 
can get more school space, 
and equip all of these class-
rooms with state-of-the-art 
technology. Our children 
deserve better than over-
crowded classes and we 
will keep working to elimi-
nate this problem.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538. The Glendale/Middle Village Coalition filed a lawsuit challenging 

the city’s determination that a homeless shelter in Glendale would 
not adversely impact the area. Photo by Yinghao Luo

Councilman Daniel Dromm (c.) cuts the ribbon at IS 230’s new annex. Photo courtesy Daniel Dromm

Suit assails city’s plan
for shelter in Glendale

Ribbon cut in Jax Hgts
Crowded middle school gets 400 new seats in $22.8 million annex 

Continued on Page 23
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BY BILL PARRY

Sunnyside Gardens turns 90 
this month and residents will un-
veil three historic district signs 
and throw a birthday reception 
Oct. 25. 

The Greater Astoria Histori-
cal Society marked the occasion 
last week with a photo exhibit 
and lecture from preservationist 
Jeffrey Kroessler and his archi-
tect wife Laura Heim.

“I consider it to be one of the 
most historic neighborhoods in 
the city and perhaps the nation,” 
Kroessler said. The garden com-
munity, on the north side of Sun-
nyside, was landmarked as a his-
toric district in 2007.

The 16 block area with more 
than 600 buildings began con-
struction in 1924 to alleviate sti-
fling overcrowding in the tene-
ments of Manhattan.

“In the late 1800s the over-
crowding of tenements was ex-
traordinary.  In Manhattan’s 10th 
Ward the density was 600 people 

per acre  -- they called it a social 
evil” Kroessler said, referring to 
the congested Lower East Side 
neighborhood.  

“Imagine the darkness in 
building after building with no 
open space,” he said.  “No light 
and no air.  In fact, a court even 
ruled that renters had no right to 

air or light.”
 In London, Kroessler ex-

plained, Ebenzer Howard was 
so disturbed by the separation 
of rich and poor he wrote a book 
about utopian housing in indus-
trial cities and it led to a housing 
reformist movement that played 
out in Jackson Heights, Forest 

Hills Gardens and in Sunnyside 
Gardens. Clarence Stein and Hen-
ry Wright designed a garden city 
based on the English model. 

“The houses were small 
so people could afford them; it 
became the original affordable 
housing,” Kroessler said. Subway 
lines were built to Astoria and 
Corona and the exodus from tene-
ment life began.

 “The city of New York moved 
to the middle of nowhere,” he 
said. The new housing in Queens 
allowed for the density to be low-
ered to 300 pre acre. What made 
Sunnyside Gardens distinctive 
was its single-family houses fac-
ing a dozen common courtyards. 
“Everyone had access to the out-
doors with backyards and decks 
and terraces,” Kroessler said.

After 40 years the easements 
began to run out and property 
owners began dividing up the 
courtyards with fences, according 
to Kroessler. “It compromised the 
integrity of this historic planned 
community,” he said.

In 1974, the Department of 
City Planning under the John 
Lindsay administration institut-
ed a set of rules for a community 
preservation district. 

“No driveways or fences into 
the common courts, no additions, 
sheds or outbuildings,” Kroessler 
said. “To do anything you would 
need a permit and they wouldn’t 
issue permits.”

Sunnyside Gardens was 
saved, although Heim called the 
landmarking process a “conten-
tious” one.

The first of the new historic 
district signs will be unveiled Oct. 
25 beginning at 1 p.m. at Skillman 
Avenue and 46th Street. The Sun-
nyside Preservation Alliance will 
lead a stroll through the garden 
courtyards where the other two 
signs will be unveiled.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4538.

House at Skillman Avenue and 48th Street as it looked in the ‘20s and now. 
Photo courtesy Greater Astoria Historical Society

Historic Sunnyside Gardens district turning 90 yrs old
Parks preservationist hails nabe as one of most successful examples of planned urban community
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

The SUNY board of 
trustees has approved four 
new charter schools that 
will open in Queens.

The charters, which 
were certified along with 
13 other schools citywide, 
will form part of the Suc-
cess Academy, a network of 
charter schools headed by 
former City Councilwoman 
Eva Moskowitz, a polariz-
ing figure on the issue of 
co-locating her charters in 
public schools.

A new state law, cham-
pioned by Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, paved the way for 
other Success Network 
charter schools in Queens 
last spring after Mayor 
Bill de Blasio threatened to 
deny public space for them.

The city Department of 
Education will now have to 
find places in public schools 
for the new charters to oc-
cupy or pay their rent.

“There is clearly tre-

mendous demand from par-
ents for high-quality schools 
in New York City with the 
applications far exceeding 
the number of available 
seats in our schools,” said 
Moskowitz, whose political 
action committee has given 
Cuomo’s campaign tens of 
thousands of dollars since 
2011. “We look forward to 
working with the Depart-
ment of Education to identi-
fy appropriate locations so 
that these schools can open 
and more children have 
an opportunity to receive 
the high-quality education 
they want and deserve.”

The new schools will 
be in Districts 24, 27, 28 
and 30. The charter in Dis-
trict 27 has been approved 
to open in August 2015 and 
the other three are set to 
welcome their first class 
the following year.

Once the charter 
schools apply for space with 
the city, DOE will have five 
months to respond. 

“It’s our goal to invest 
in all our public schools to 
make sure parents have 
great options for their chil-
dren, regardless of what 
neighborhood they live in,” 

said DOE spokeswoman 
Kaye Devora. “It doesn’t 
matter whether a child at-
tends a traditional public 
school or a charter pub-
lic school - we want every 

child to get the education 
they need to succeed and 
are committed to comply-
ing with the space law. 
When schools collaborate, 
share resources, and work 

to meet the needs of every 
child, all of our students 
win.” 

Two elected officials, 
whose districts could in-
clude the new charters, re-
sponded to the new approv-
als with little enthusiasm. 

Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), a former public 
school teacher and the 
chairman of the Council’s 
Education Committee, 
called for a moratorium on 
any more charters being ap-
proved unless there is more 
oversight of the schools, 
which are publicly funded 
but operate independently 
of the DOE.

“If you take govern-
ment money, you must ac-
cept sunshine and trans-
parency,” Dromm said in 
an interview.

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) said 
she was concerned the 
new schools could further 

BY BILL PARRY

Straphangers in west-
ern Queens took notice 
when the MTA proposed 
its $32 billion capital plan. 
An overhaul of subway sta-
tions along the Astoria line 
and the No. 7 were included 
among the agency’s priori-
ties and major objectives 
for the years 2015 to 2019.

MTA Chairman and 
CEO Tom Prendergast 
called the plan a need list 
rather than a wish, saying, 
“Every five years the MTA 
takes a hard look at its sys-
tem and infrastructure and 
compiles a capital program 
to identify and prioritize 
the investments that will be 
essential to renew, enhance 
and expand the system to 

meet the changing needs of 
the region, its economy and 
its residents.”

While Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo said the plan is 
bloated, the state’s Capital 
Program Review Board  ve-
toed it, calling for the MTA 
to revise and re-submit the 
plan. Several elected of-
ficials are hoping the $140 
million the agency budget-
ed for stations along the No. 
7 line, and the $110 million 
for the Astoria line will 
stay intact.

“The announcement 
that the MTA is planning to 
conduct station work in As-
toria’s N/Q stations is sore-
ly needed,” City Council-
man Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria) said. “This 
work would bring positive 

change in our neighbor-
hood’s transit experience. 
I am especially happy that 
the Astoria Boulevard sta-
tion would receive addition-
al funding so that it can be-
come fully ADA accessible. 
I urge the state to adopt the 
MTA’s capital budget plan 
so that these improvements 
can occur.”

According to the plan, 
six stations, including 
Astoria-Ditmars, would 
receive more nearly $19 
million apiece for renewal 
work that would upgrade 
platforms, stairways and 
lighting. Work would begin 
next year if the plan is ap-
proved.

“It’s good to see the 
MTA recognize that our 

BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
The average price of 

homes in Queens has gone 
up in the third quarter of 
2014, but sales have dropped 
since the same time last 
year, a new report by the 
Real Estate Board of New 
York said.

A one- to three-family 
home in the borough sold 
for $571,000 on average, 
an increase of 7 percent, 
but sales fell 15 percent to 
2,045 deals during the third 
quarter.

“The rise in sales price 
and reduced amount of sales 
is the result that we are see-
ing all over the city in that 
the availability of proper-
ties is slimmer and the de-
mand is higher,” Kenneth 

Zakin, a senior managing 
director at NGKF Capital 
Markets, said in an email. 
“Therefore, pricing contin-
ues to move up as investors 
and developers seek to take 

advantage of the market 
dynamic and demand for 
residential development in 
the boroughs.”

Flushing’s condo mar-

A home is up for sale in Fresh Meadows. A report by the Real Estate 
Board of New York said the average price for houses in Queens is 
up while overall sales are down.

St. Pius X Catholic School in Rosedale is co-located by a Success Academy charter school.

Price of boro homes rises 
while sales drop: Report

MTA capital plan would renew
N, Q subway stations in Astoria

Four new charters coming to Queens
SUNY board of trustees approves Success Academy schools to open in several districts by 2016

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 41 Continued on Page 42
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

The city public ad-
vocate’s annual worst 
landlord list included sev-
eral buildings clustered 
in northwest Queens, with 
few residences east of the 
Van Wyck Expressway ex-
cluding the Rockaways get-
ting included.

Public Advocate Leti-
tia James released her find-
ings last week, noting she 
assessed landlords based 
mainly on city Department 
of Housing Preservation 
and Development data. 
James said buildings with 
under 35 units needed an 
average of at least three 
open, serious violations per 
unit to be included on the 
list while larger buildings 
only required two.

 “For those landlords 
who would put income be-
fore the health and safety of 
tenants, my office will con-
tinue to monitor and bring 
forth legal action when 
necessary,” James said in a 
statement.

Queens’ worst offend-
er was 14-15 Mott Ave. in 
Far Rockaway, which had 
445 violations according to 
James’ list, followed by 29-
32 Beach Channel Drive in 
Neponsit, with 346 infrac-
tions.

Neither landlord could 
be reached for comment.

A Sunnyside building 
that was traditionally rent-
stabilized, but then offered 
tenants the opportunity to 

purchase their homes and 
form a co-op in 1989 came 
in third. The 43-15 46th St. 
residence, which is part 
of a larger complex with 
its neighbor 43-33 46th St., 
had 271 violations, accord-
ing to the public advocate’s 
research. Complaints filed 
with HPD in the last year 
include requests to repair 
water leaks, replaster and 
paint surfaces, abate mold 
and mildew and replace 
missing smoke detectors.

Few at the Sunnyside 
residence openly discussed 
concerns.  But a couple of 
renters who feared not hav-
ing their leases renewed if 
they gave their names said 
water pipe bursts and leaks 
frequently spewed water 
through the walls and ceil-
ings. 

“You call and they 
come plaster over it, but 
that’s not a fix. It’s cosmet-
ic,” said one renter who has 
had a leak repaired mul-
tiple times. “I have a new-
born. I worry about lead 
paint in the walls, mold in 
the bathroom.”

Co-op owners, how-
ever, said they encountered 
few issues. A few noted that 
renters did not always re-
alize they were subletting 
and must approach the 
board for repair work. 

Longtime residents 
such as Paul Maringelli 
said the original landlord, 
who still owns some rental 
units, had a bad track re-

BY JUAN SOTO

The groups fighting 
against airplane noise in 
Queens have enlisted what 
they hope is a new and 
strong ally.

U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-NY) hosted 
a meeting Oct. 10 at his 
Manhattan office with rep-
resentatives from several 
organizations from Queens 
and Nassau to solve the air-
plane noise pollution prob-
lem in places like Bayside, 
Little Neck and Woodside 
to Nassau County.

The Queens residents 
are trying to curb the in-
creasing number of air-
planes flying over their 
neighborhoods since about 
2 1/2 years ago, when the 
Senate passed the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
Reauthorization bill.

The legislation allowed 
the FAA to switch from a 
radar to a satellite-control 
traffic control system.

“It brought a whole new 
pattern into effect,” said a 
Bayside resident who did 
not want to be identified. 
The radar change based on 

GPS technology meant, he 
said, “more planes coming 
much lower than before, 
closer to our heads and 
with bigger fuselages.”      

Janet McEneaney, 
president of Queens Quiet 
Skies, one of the organiza-
tions present at the meet-
ing, said she was “opti-
mistic” after discussing 

the noise problem with the 
senator and some of his top 
aides. 

“He [Schumer] went 
right to the heart of the 
problem,” McEneaney said. 
“But he didn’t make any 
promises.”

Also present at the 
30-minute meeting, among 
others, were representa-

tives from the Eastern 
Queens Alliance, East Hills 
Mayor Michael Koblenz and 
Floral Park Village Trustee 
Mary-Grace Tomecki.

“The senator knows 
there is a problem and the 
next step is trying to define 
it,” said a source who at-

BY ALEX ROBINSON

As the second anniver-
sary of Sandy approaches, 
plans to build back parts of 
Queens that were ravaged 
by the storm have stumbled 
along, a new city Depart-
ment of Investigation re-
port said.

More than 90 percent 
of the households still seek-
ing help from the city’s 
Build it Back program to 
rebuild their homes have 
not received any assistance 
yet, the report said.

“Build it Back is an 
essential program that 
has not lived up to its full 
mandate with thousands of 
eligible homeowners who 
were victims of Hurricane 

Sandy still waiting to get 
assistance,” DOI Commis-
sioner Mark Peters said.

The Build it Back pro-
gram was launched in June 
2013 in order to facilitate 
the rebuilding of homes 
lost in the storm. The pro-

gram has lagged, however, 
and DOI started to monitor 
the program’s progress in 
November in order to deter 
potential waste and abuse.

The program’s single-
family initiative, which 
serves people in one- to 

four-family homes, has 
received more than 20,000 
applications since its incep-
tion. As of September, 6,000 
of those households had 
withdrawn their applica-
tions or become unrespon-
sive.

Repair work had been 
scheduled to begin on only 
554 homes citywide as of 
the beginning of Septem-
ber, and just 520 reimburse-
ment checks had been is-
sued.

DOI said the program’s 
confusing application pro-
cess has created a bottle-
neck and deterred families 
from seeking help.

Inadequate coordi-
nation between vendors 

A boat sits in a street following Hurricane Sandy. See related 
story on Page 10. 

A United Airlines flight descends low over Northern Boulevard during a landing at LaGuardia Airport.

The public advocate’s worst landlord list named 43-15 
46th St. the third most problematic property in Queens.  

Photo by Chris Palermo

Sandy rebuilding program lags: DOI

Schumer hears jet gripes
Senator will meet with FAA to explain noise complaints from LGA, JFK

Public advocate lists 
worst boro landlords

Continued on Page 41

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42
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BY BILL PARRY

The 2nd Annual Sun-
nyside Restaurant Week 
is being billed as “Around 
the World in 32 Plates” as a 
nod to the diversity in the 
neighborhood’s culinary 
scene. The five-day pro-
motion, featuring a three- 
course dinner menu for 
$25, is twice the size of last 
year’s inaugural event.

“Last year we just in-
vited members of the BID 
to take part,” Sunnyside 
Shines Executive Director 
Rachel Thieme said. “Ev-
eryone said it was such a 
great success that this year 
we decided to open it up to 
every restaurant in Sunny-
side and 32 signed on.”

It all begins with an 
opening reception at 7 p.m. 
Monday at the critically 
acclaimed Salt and Fat, at 
41-16 Queens Blvd., that is 
open to the public. The res-

taurants taking part repre-
sent the international fla-
vor of the neighborhood.

“I don’t know if there’s 
a cuisine that’s not rep-
resented here,” Thieme 
said. From Salt and Fat’s 
French/Korean to De 
Mole’s Mexican, the roster 
includes Colombian, Japa-
nese, Turkish, Peruvian, 
Tibetan, Irish, Italian, 
Filipino, Paraguayan, Thai 
and Romanian.

The business district 
in Sunnyside is south of 
Queens Boulevard, but 
since Thieme opened it up 
to everyone, many restau-
rants north of the Boule-
vard were quick to sign on.

Murphy’s Lobster 
Grill, at 48-20 Skillman 
Ave., winners of the “best 
appetizer award” at Queens 
Taste earlier this year, will 
be serving up its lobster 
mac ‘n’ cheese. “Once they 
opened it up to everyone, 

we were delighted to take 
part,” owner Mike Murphy 
said. “It’s nice that Rachel 
made it all inclusive and 
open to all. We’re delighted 
to be a part of it.”

Justin Costello, man-

ager of Claret Wine Bar at 
46-02 Skillman Ave., said, 
“Everyone’s in so you want 
to be a part of it. I didn’t 
have to think about it, real-
ly. I can’t wait to go around 
and check out what the oth-

er restaurants are doing as 
well.”

Five of the restaurants 
will also host art installa-
tions. Two will be curated 
by No Longer Empty, the 
international contempo-
rary arts organization, 
which took part last year. 
In addition, Thieme decid-
ed to include local artists 
as well. “I wanted to attract 
more people to the district 
so three of the five installa-
tions will be from the Sun-
nyside art scene.”

After the opening re-
ception Monday at Salt 
and Fat, a guided tour will 
set out to visit each exhibit 
including a special film 
screening at Dazie’s Restau-
rant at 39-41 Queens Blvd.

“Last year’s event was 
a big success for neighbor-
hood restaurants,” Thieme 
said. “This event highlights 
the diverse range of restau-
rants in Sunnyside, but 

there’s a huge problem - fig-
uring out how to eat in all 
these amazing restaurants 
in just one week.”

Thieme added that 
she’s not worried that Sun-
nyside Restaurant Week is 
taking place during the 11th 
annual Queens Restaurant 
Week, a 2-1/2 weeklong pro-
motion involving 200 eater-
ies boroughwide. “We’re 
not competing, we’re com-
plimenting each other,” 
Queens Economic Develop-
ment Corp. spokesman Rob 
MacKay said. “Rachel was 
on the schedule first but we 
realized we were in conflict 
with the Jewish holidays 
and had to adjust our sched-
ule. Who holds a restaurant 
week when Jewish people 
are fasting?”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Takesushi, which offers dishes like this, is taking part in the second 
Sunnyside Restaurant Week. Photo courtesy Sunnyside Shines

Sunnyside Restaurant Week twice the size of last year’s
BID director opens showcase to all eateries in neighborhood and owners jump at chance to join in

DIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone

WHY WAIT... TO SEE A DOCTOR?

Member Urgent Care 
Association Of America

We Now Accept all BC/BS, 
GHI Access, Aetna, CIGNA, 

HIP, Oxford, Vytra, Medicare, 
Emblem Health, Magnacare, 

UHC, NYC Ship, 
Power Authority, Postal, 

W.C., No Fault

BAYSIDE/FLUSHING 
191-20 Northern Blvd.  Flushing, NY 11358 

718-224-8855  Mon. - Fri.: 8am-9pm  Sat. & Sun.: 8am-7pm
GLENDALE 

82-17 Woodhaven Blvd.  Glendale, NY 11385 
718-805-9581  Mon. - Fri.: 9am-7pm  Sat. & Sun.: 9am-3pm

                           FIRSTMEDNY.com

FIRST+MED 
FIRST MED URGENT CARE 
FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS

WELL LIT PARKING LOT
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$1.00
BIG MAC SANDWICH

Valid only  at 
McDonald’s

59-60 55th Road 
Maspeth, NY 11378

Offer valid to November 
17 2014. Need to present 

coupon in store. 
Tel: 718-3265500

EGG McMUFFIN SANDWICH
Valid only  at McDonald’s

59-60 55th Road 
Maspeth, NY 11378

Offer valid to November 17 2014. Need to present 
coupon in store. Tel: 718-3265500

$1.00



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, O

CT
. 1

7–
23

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

8

TL

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

Everyone should be comfortable at home. That’s why the EmPower 
New York program provides income-eligible residents* with free 
energy upgrades—all at no cost to you. To learn more and see if 
you’re eligible, visit nyserda.ny.gov/comfort.

*  You may be eligible for EmPower New York if you are eligible for HEAP 
benefits, participate in a utility payment assistance program or have 
a household income below 60 percent of the state median (around 
$50,000 for a family of four). RE
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Lower your energy costs with 
FREE energy upgrades

High energy bills 
making you uncomfortable?

» EmPower New York. A better life begins at home.

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) 

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Jamaica man sentenced in robbery spree: DA
KEW GARDENS — A 49-year-old Jamaica man was sentenced to 12 years to life 

in prison in connection with a one-month home break-in spree, said Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown.

The break-ins occurred between May and June in the Ozone Park and South Ozone 
Park area.

“People’s homes are their sanctuaries and the defendant crossed a very serious 
line in entering those homes and stealing personal and valuable items,” said Brown. 

Harry García pleaded guilty to two counts of attempted burglary, criminal posses-
sion of stolen property and criminal trespass.

According to criminal complaints, García stole thousands of dollars worth of jew-
elry.

“In the month following his arrest, burglaries went down in the area approximate-
ly 31 percent,” said Brown.

According to criminal complaints, police arrested García when he allegedly en-
tered a rear yard at 117th Street in South Ozone Park and gained access to a house lo-
cated at the site. Officers assigned to the Burgalry Larceny Apprehension Surveillace 
Team noticed that the suspect left the residence with a bag “he had not been carrying 
when he entered the dwelling,” the DA said.

MASPETH — Police were investi-
gating the death of a man found hung 
with a belt on a Queens Midtown Ex-
pressway pedestrian overpass Wednes-
day morning.

The NYPD said it was alerted at 
8:14 a.m. that a male who appeared to be 
in his 30s was strung up on the Mazeau 
Street pedestrian walkway, located near 
57th Avenue.

He was declared dead when officers 
arrived, according to the NYPD.

Police said their investigation was 
ongoing, but they believe he was hung 
with a belt.

Dead man found hanging from bridge: NYPD

ICE agent fires gun in Howard Beach: Feds

Morgue workers remove the body of a man 
who was found haning by the neck in Maspeth 
Wednesday morning. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

HOWARD BEACH — Federal authorities were investigating a shooting involving 
a Department of Homeland Security agent who fired his gun when a suspect driving a 
car near Cross Bay Diner accelerated toward several agents. 

The Department of Homeland Security said a nearby vehicle was hit, but nobody 
was injured outside the diner, near Cross Bay Boulevard and 160th Avenue. The New 
York Post reported that federal agents arrested three of four suspects the task force had 
planned to take into custody at the Howard Beach diner.

The fourth suspect, who escaped, was described by the newspaper as a Hispanic 
man in his 30s.

The task force consisted of officers from the NYPD and the FBI in addition to Home-
land Security. The department said its Immigration and Customs Enforcement office of 
Professional Responsibility was investigating the matter.

“Because the broader probe related to these arrests is ongoing and the relevant 
court documents remain under seal, we are not at liberty to release any further details 
at this time,” Lou Martinez, spokesman for ICE’s New York Field Office, wrote in an 
e-mail.
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

U.S. Rep. Hakeem Jef-
fries (D-Brooklyn) faces a 
lone challenger in his bid to 
earn a sophomore title.

Jeffries, whose district 
stretches from Bedford-
Stuyvesant to Brighton 
Beach in Brooklyn and in-
cludes Howard Beach and 
parts of Ozone Park, will 
appear on the Democratic 
and Working Families’ 
ticket.

His conservative op-
ponent, Alan 
Bellone, ap-
pears to live 
outside the 
b o u n d a r i e s 
of the district 
in Brooklyn, 
according to Board of Elec-
tions paperwork. 

Bellone did not respond 
to an interview request and 
does not have a campaign 
website.

Jeffries, who sits on 
the Judiciary and Budget 
Committee, said he would 
prioritize the federal gov-
ernment’s ongoing work in 
Jamaica Bay, which hinges 
on dredging the waters, re-
plenishing sand and using 
vegetation to rebuff future 
storms.

“I look forward to 
continuing my work on Su-
perstorm Sandy recovery 
and making sure that the 
Army Corp. of Engineers 
is engaged in the effort to 
strengthen costal resil-
iency,” he said in an inter-
view.

The congressman said 
he co-sponsored a bill that 

would gradually raise the 
federal minimum hourly 
wage from $7.25 to $10.10 
over two years  and would 
back measures seeking to 
tie future minimum wage 
adjustments to inflation.

Jeffries said he sought 
to strengthen the U.S. bor-
der, particularly in South-
western states, enact an 
e-verification system to 
punish employers who im-
properly hire undocument-
ed workers and create a 
pathway toward citizenship 

for those illegally 
in the country.

Locally, the 
incumbent said 
he would col-
laborate with 
c o n g r e s s i o n a l 

colleagues on mitigating 
airplane noise and pollu-
tion concerns near the bor-
ough’s airports, work with 
city and state officials on 
decreasing property tax 
rates and improving south-
west Queens’ sewage and 
infrastructure system, and 
outline a community en-
gagement process should a 
formal soccer stadium near 
Aqueduct emerge.

“It’s too early to take 
a position on the stadium 
outside of trying to ensure 
the process is appropriate,” 
he said.

According to Bel-
lone’s LinkedIn account, 
he is president of A Stitch 
Above, a silk screening and 
embroidery company that 
has contracts with the city 
Department of Education.

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Queens is the poster 
borough for redistricting 
reform, at least if you let 
one good government group 
tell it.

Citizens Union, a 
non-partisan government 
watchdog, released a re-
port last week supporting 
the upcoming referendum 
that would alter who draws 
state and federal legisla-
tive district lines by using 
Queens as a case study.

The group argued 
Queens’ growing Asian-
American and Latino ranks 
are under-represented in 
the borough’s state legis-
lative delegation, while 
incumbent and partisan 
interests have overshad-
owed demographic data’s 
case for districts offering 
these minorities a plurality 
and shot at electing more of 
their own.

Citizens Union said 
the referendum would take 
redistricting directly out of 
lawmakers’ hands. It con-
tended this would mitigate 
minimizing minorities’ 
stake in the process.

Queens’ 25-member 
state legislative delegation 
includes 15 white lawmak-
ers, three Latinos and one 
Asian-American, despite 
those three demographic 
groups each accounting for 
about a quarter of the bor-
ough’s population, accord-
ing to the report.

“Incumbency is a pow-
erful consideration that 
often serves to block the 
path to new populations 
seeking to run for political 
office,” said Citizen Union’s 
Executive Director Dick 
Dady. “District lines are 
not always drawn to fairly 
reflect the shifting demo-

graphics.”
If voters approved the 

referendum, lawmakers, 
lobbyists and political fig-
ures would be barred from 
serving on a new 10-person 
commission charged with 
drafting districts after each 
Census. Eight of its mem-

bers would be appointed 
by legislative leaders, and 
they would then select two 
colleagues. The legislature 
would ultimately vote on 
the commission’s maps.

Chamber leaders cur-
rently select six lawmakers 
to draft districts. The task 
force is responsible for en-
suring districts have a simi-
lar number of residents and 
are contiguous. But good 
government groups say 
incumbent interests’ have 
ruled redistricting, with 
Democrats — who control 
the Assembly — playing an 
outsize role in determining 
the lower chamber’s lines, 
and the GOP — which dom-
inates the Senate — having 
a heavy hand in the upper 
house’s boundaries.

Citizens Union said 
the referendum would ban 
partisan interests from 
seeping into the process.

All of Queens’ Assem-
bly members supported the 
proposal in 2013.

And three of the bor-
ough’s seven state senators 
backed it, including State 
Sens. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side), Joseph Addabbo Jr. 
(D-Howard Beach) and Mal-
colm Smith (D-Jamaica) 
backed it.

Rachael Fauss, Citizen 
Union’s director of public 
policy, said Avella’s seat 
could have a better shot of 
going to an Asian-American 
if it included all of Bayside, 
Oakland Gardens and other 
neighborhoods bordering 
the Long Island Express-

way. She theorized those ar-
eas were split between him 
and Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing) to concede one 
district — Stavisky’s — to 
Asian-Americans but keep 
a second without such a 
plurality.

Avella said he was 
comfortable with his dis-
trict’s boundaries. Though 
he supports the referen-
dum, Avella said leveling 
the playing field would re-
quire further reform. He 
then seized the opportunity 
to rip the mainline Demo-
crats, who recruited former 
City Comptroller John Liu 
to challenge him in a pri-
mary.

“Even if you create 
these districts, unless the 

Leela Maret, vice president of the Federation of Indian Association of North America and Canada, 
holds a sign calling for predominately South Asian neighborhoods to be kept in the same legislative 
district.

U.S. Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (r.) faces a challenge from Conservative 
Alan Bellone (l). Photo (l.) courtesy Alan Bellone

Queens redistricting probed
Citizens Union contends Latinos, Asians underrepresented in boro 

Jeffries faces Bellone 
in second-term bid

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 41
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
went to the Rockaways 
Wednesday afternoon to 
launch initiatives to help 
neighborhoods that are 
still struggling from the 
aftermath of Superstorm 
Sandy.

“Sandy exposed long-
standing inequalities 
across our city—and few 
places felt that as deeply 
as the Rockaways,” de Bla-
sio told reporters during a 
job fair at Challenge Prep 
Academy in Far Rockaway. 
“That’s why our adminis-
tration is committed not 
just to expediting our re-
covery, but to using it to 
take on inequality and pro-
vide opportunity to New 
Yorkers in our hardest-hit 
neighborhoods.”

De Blasio announced 
a Build It Back local hiring 
program, which will give 

priority to residents affect-
ed by Sandy for rebuilding 
jobs. This will require con-
tractors receiving Sandy 
funds from Build It Back 
to give preference to Rock-
aways residents in projects 
within commuting distanc-
es of their homes.

The mayor also 
launched a $1.1 million pro-
gram called the Rockaways 
Economic Advancement 
Initiative to help Rock-
aways residents find full-
time work.

“This creates a pipe-
line for jobs, but it is not 
the traditional approach 
to job training which in 
many ways was kind of su-
perficial,” the mayor said. 
“It works with residents in 
need of a job to figure out 
anything and everything to 
get a job and keep a job for 
the long term.”

The job fair, which 
was attended by almost 50 

businesses and agencies, 
marked the beginning of 
the Workforce 1 initiative, 
which will be run in part-
nership between the may-
or’s Housing Recovery Of-
fice and the Department of 
Small Business Services.

The program will of-
fer expanded services, in-
cluding career counseling 
and entrepreneurship edu-
cation for Far Rockaway 
jobseekers, as well as assis-
tance for businesses look-
ing to hire.

“Through tonight’s 
opportunity fair and our 
new Build it Back local hir-
ing initiative, we’re giving 
Sandy-impacted New York-
ers priority for recovery 
and rebuilding jobs,” the 
mayor said.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Shortly before the 
Empire State Building 
was slated to glow violet in 
honor of domestic violence 
awareness month, Queens 
prosecutors heralded a 
guilty plea in one of the bor-
ough’s most notorious such 
crimes in recent memory.

Queens DA Richard 
Brown said a 28-year-old 
Jamaica man pleaded 
guilty Friday to stabbing 
his wife to death while she 
slept last winter and then 
fatally turning the knife on 
his two young daughters.

Brown said Miguel 
Mejia-Ramos, 28, pleaded 
guilty to three first-degree 
manslaughter charges in 
the killing of his wife Deisy 
Garcia, 21; their 2-year-old, 
Daniela Mejia; and 1-year-
old, Yoselin Mejia.

“Today’s guilty plea 
by the defendant will bring 
some degree of closure to 
the family of the victims,” 
Brown said in a statement 
released Friday. “The case 
against him is now over. 
The defendant has waived 
his right to appeal. He has 
accepted his fate that he 
will quite likely spend the 
rest of his days in prison 
and never see the light of 
day again.”

Brown said Queens 
Supreme Court Justice 
Kenneth Holder indicated 
he would sentence Mejia-
Ramos to 45 years in prison 
at his Nov. 7 court date.

Mejia-Ramos’ attorney 
could not immediately be 
reached for comment.

Prosecutors said 
Mejia-Ramos told police 
he returned to his second-
floor apartment on Sutphin 
Boulevard after drinking 
Jan. 18, looked through his 
wife’s phone, discovered a 
photo of her with another 
man and grew enraged. 
He grabbed a kitchen knife 
from the butcher’s block 
and stabbed his wife to 
death as she slept in bed, 
the DA said.

He then hugged and 
kissed his toddlers, asked 

MIGUEL MEJIA-RAMOS 

De Blasio launches programs 
to help Sandy victims get jobs

Jamaica man faces 45 years 
in death of wife and kids: DA

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

If you think it’s impossible to  your home,

THINK AGAIN!
Even if you were turned down before, you may now qualify

for the .

HSOSTNA

Contact  Larisa Kessel - Mortgage Consultant 
at 917.655.7685 to learn more.

If the new loan is secured by your primary residence and the unpaid principal balance exceeds the property’s fair market value, the 
interest on the portion of the unpaid principal balance that is greater than the fair market value of your primary residence is not 
deductible for federal income tax purposes. You should consult a tax advisor for further information regarding the deductibility of 
interest and charges.

Copyright © 2014 Emigrant Mortgage Company, Incorporated - NMLS#1577 (Emigrant). All rights reserved. Emigrant Mortgage Company is a subsidiary of Emigrant Bank. 
Member FDIC. Emigrant is an Equal Opportunity Lender and an Equal Opportunity Employer. The information, products and services contained in this advertisement are 
believed to be correct but may include inaccuracies, typographical errors and/or omissions. Emigrant does not guarantee the accuracy of the data contained herein. This is not 
an offer or guarantee to extend consumer credit by Emigrant. Program guidelines, terms and/or conditions are subject to change by Emigrant without notice. All loans are 
subject to submission of a complete application, underwriting review and credit and property approval by Emigrant. Not all products, and/or programs, or incentives are 
available in all states and/or localities and/or for all loan amounts.  Other restrictions and limitations may apply. New York Mortgage Banker License*, New York State 
Department of Financial Services, One State Street, New York, New York, 10004  Emigrant is registered or licensed with the Banking Departments or Divisions in CT, DE, FL, 
MA, NH, NJ, NY* and PA./// 04/15/2014 *Mortgage Banker activities authorized pending issuance.

NMLS#344882

EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER

Continued on Page 23
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There are 6,000 fewer New York City
police officers protecting the
nation’s top terror targets...

Overworked. Understaffed.
Underpaid. Unappreciated.

...and they’ve been working
without a contract for four years.

Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 
125 Broad Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10004  •  212-233-5531 Patrick J. Lynch, President

of the City of New York

www.nycpba.org
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Our mayor seems to have a hands-off approach to 
animals. 

 As the TimesLedger cartoonist Tip Sempliner 
pointed out last week’s in his tongue-in-cheek drawing, 
Mayor de Blasio appears to be eliminating our four-legged 
friends from his inner circle.

  It’s even reached the point that the mayor has a no 
pets clause as part of the rental agreement for whoever 
signs a lease on his one-family house in Park Slope.  Now 
it may be that someone in the de Blasio family suffers 
from allegories triggered by cat dander or turtle food, so 
we’ll give him a pass on this one.

 But what about Staten Island Chuck,  who it turns 
out was actually Charlotte in ground hog drag and died 
several days after the mayor inadvertently dropped her 
on the weather prognosticator’s holiday?  In all fairness 
to de Blasio, the cause of Charlotte’s untimely death was 
never attributed to her fall from grace, but he showed no 
remorse at the reports of her demise.

  Barraged by questions from the press about the 
incident, the mayor referred the reporters to the Staten 
Island Zoo and said he was open to just holding up a sign 
about the groundhog’s weather prediction next year. A 
spokesman for the mayor expressed regret on behalf of 
City Hall, but that was about it.

  The ground hog would have had a better chance 
falling from Bloomberg’s grip even after biting him since 
the former mayor is only 5-foot-8, but at 6-foot-5 de Blasio 
presented a far greater peril to the animal kingdom on 
Staten Island.

  And then there is the thorny issue of the horse-
drawn carriages outside Central Park. The mayor is 
publicly committed to banning the carriages on grounds 
of animal cruelty, but critics contend this move would 
almost certainly send some of the unemployed equines 
to the upstate glue factory.  Despite the rhetoric on both 
sides of this debate, this is another case of the mayor 
distancing himself from animals.

 The carriage horse battle is somewhat clouded by 
the large role animal rights activists, the main force 
behind the carriage ban, played in de Blasio’s mayoral 
campaign. But as a progressive mayor,  moonlight rides 
through Central Park don’t necessarily play well on his 
agenda for Corona or Canarsie.

  Animals don’t vote, but they still deserve a place  - 
perhaps not on but somewhere under - the mayor’s table 
where they can advocate for a humane shelter in Queens 
and lobby for other rights.  Perhaps a goldfish or two 
would do.

In his response this week to Bob 
Friedrich’s Op-ed of the prior week, 
Peter w. Beadle made an impassioned 
plea in support of speed cameras near 
city schools as a deterrent to seri-
ous injuries and death. Mr. Beadle 
quotes myriad statistics supporting 
his position but misses the point of  
Friedrich’s article. 

If the city’s true objective was 
to reach “Vision Zero,” it would not 
place small non-descript cameras in 

locations where they are hardly no-
ticeable hoping that over time area 
residents and passing commuters 
would learn of the camera locations 
and slow down. It would place large, 
clearly visible signage a quarter mile 
before the speed camera location stat-
ing the speed limit, that you are en-
tering a school zone monitored by a 
speed camera and that speeding will 
result in a $50.00 fine.

Adequate signage of this type 

would be a true deterrent, reducing 
speeding in the monitored school 
zone to virtually zero, achieving the 
city’s “Vision Zero” goal and saving 
lives. Of course, it would also reduce 
the city’s income from speed cameras 
by millions. What do you think the 
likelihood is that Mr. Beadle and the 
city will consider this suggestion?

 Paul B. Liles
 Fresh Meadows

Camera warnings would slow drivers
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The long-anticipated 
B-TECH school recently 
opened with great fanfare 
and excitement as a co-
location at the Martin Van 
Buren HS Campus.  The 
B-TECH HS will provide a 
pathway for higher educa-
tion and meaningful job 
prospects to students will-
ing to dedicate themselves 
to academic pursuits.  One 
of the unique benefits of-
fered by B-TECH is a tu-
ition-free college education 
at Queensborough Commu-
nity College.   By partner-
ing with SAP, a Fortune 100 
company, B-TECH gradu-
ates will be eligible for 
open job slots at SAP.  As a 

co-located school, B-TECH 
will likely elevate the sta-
tus of Martin Van Buren af-
ter years of disappointing 
test scores and graduation 
rates.

 This newspaper cov-
ered the B-TECH opening.  
Photos of a beaming B-
TECH principal alongside 
elected officials was part 
of the story in many news-
papers.   The smiles and 
presence of these elected 
officials seem to create the 
illusion that B-TECH was 
widely supported by them.   
The fact is B-TECH was 
almost sabotaged by them.  
The local press reported ex-
tensively on these same lo-

cal officials who appeared 
last year at anti-B-TECH 
rallies and public hearings.   
Their opposition nearly 
scuttled the program before 
it even began.  If not for the 
strong and vocal support of 
many local civic leaders, 
the battle may never have 
been won.  Alongside me; 
Bobby Sher, the president 
of Bell Park Manor Ter-
race, the co-op directly ad-
jacent to the school; Rhonda 
Kontner, president of Royal 
Ranch Homeowners As-
sociation; and Jerry Wind, 
president of Bellerose Hill-
side Civic Association, 
bravely defended B-TECH 
against the vociferous op-

position of area politicians 
and UFT members, who 
packed the audience to 
shout down any dissenting 
voices.   These civic leaders 
spoke eloquently about B-
TECH’s well-designed plan 
to restore high standards 
and quality schooling to 
this community while of-
fering students a roadmap 
to success through academ-
ic excellence.

 Now that B-TECH is 
a fait accompli, it is grati-
fying to see the change of 
heart by these now smiling 
elected officials.  Council-
man Mark Weprin, whose 
earlier opposition to B-
TECH stemmed from his 

objection to the Depart-
ment of Education’s roll-
out of the plan, was almost 
muted by the strenuous op-
position of  Assemblyman 
David Weprin and state 
Sen. Tony Avella.  Now that 
these local officials have 
joined with the civics to 
support this program, we 
are all working together to 
help it succeed!

 Readers should re-
member that if not for the 
civic leaders who stood up 
against a barrage of vitriol 
and political grandstand-
ing, this opportunity for 
students and families might 
never have materialized.   
This should be an eye-open-

er for residents who are not 
members of their local civic 
associations.  Civics have 
proven time and again that 
they are champions of our 
communities.  For a nomi-
nal membership fee of $25 
or less per year, you can 
help your local civic asso-
ciation and it will be your 
best return on a $25 invest-
ment. 

Bob Friedrich
President, Glen Oaks 

Village

Domestic violence victims must break the silence

Civics led fi ght to bring business school to Van Buren HS

There is a silence that 
shrouds most incidents of 
domestic violence – a dead-
ly silence. October is Na-
tional Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month and we 
must work together more 
diligently to give a voice to 
countless victims and put 
an end to this silence once 
and for all. 

The prevalence of do-
mestic violence is alarm-
ing. In Queens, police re-
sponded to 55,993 incidents 
of domestic violence last 
year. Each day, the NYPD 
responds to almost 800 do-
mestic violence incidents 
across the city, and one in 
four women nationwide 

will be victims of domes-
tic violence at some point 
in their lives. My council 
district, which includes the 
102nd and 104th precincts, 
has one of the highest rates 
of domestic violence in the 
county. 

Worst of all, these un-
acceptable statistics are 
just the tip of the iceberg.

According to the Na-
tional Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence, inci-
dents of violence within 
families and romantic re-
lationships are some of the 
most underreported crimes 
in the country. Only about 
one-quarter of all physi-
cal assaults, one-fifth of 

all rapes, and one-half of 
all stalking cases against 
women by their domestic 
or intimate partners are re-
ported to the police.

Over the last few 
months, we have seen the 
evils of domestic violence 
through high-profile cases 
in the NFL. But we need to 
focus this public outrage to 
tell the stories of everyday 
victims and fight incidents 
of domestic violence silent-
ly growing out of control in 
our own backyard. 

I recently joined 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Vi-
verito and my colleagues 
in the City Council for the 
14th Annual Brides March 

to tell the story of Gladys 
Ricart, who was violently 
killed at the hands of an ex-
boyfriend on her wedding 
day. Since her tragic death, 
there have been nearly 
1,000 additional domestic 
violence-related homicides 
in New York City alone.

Telling stories of Glad-
ys and so many other vic-
tims of domestic violence is 
the only way we will bring 
this problem out of the 
shadows and end the social 
stigma that keeps victims 
from speaking out. 

On Wednesday, Oct. 15, 
the New York City Council 
took part in “Go Purple” 
Day, which brought to-

gether community advo-
cates, city agencies, and 
public officials to help raise 
awareness about domestic 
violence and the resources 
available throughout the 
city.  

The Mayor’s Office to 
Combat Domestic Violence, 
headed by Commissioner 
Rose Pierre-Louis, oversees 
an array of comprehensive 
resources available to New 
Yorkers. The New York 
City Family Justice Center 
in Queens (718-575-4500) 
provides legal, counseling, 
and supportive services 
for victims of domestic vio-
lence. This is the best place 
for free and confidential 

access to key city services 
and the district attorney’s 
office.

But for these services 
to make a meaningful im-
pact, we have to give vic-
tims the courage to seek 
help. Let’s work to “go pur-
ple” and raise awareness 
about domestic violence 
every day to show victims 
living in silence that they 
are not alone.  

 Council Member
  Elizabeth Crowley

 D-Queens) 

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters must 
include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously 
sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the 
property of Queens Publishing Corp. and may be republished in any format.
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G
rant Lally is now 
running for U.S. 
Congress in the  
Third Congres-

sional District, where 90 
percent of the district is in 
Nassau and Suffolk coun-
ties with 10 percent of the 
district in Queens, which 
includes Douglaston, Little 
Neck and parts of Whites-
tone and Bayside.

He is running as the 
Republican candidate with 
the third party endorse-
ments of the Conservative 
and Libertarian parties.

He has taken strong 
positions against Obama-
care health insurance and 
wants to see it repealed, 
which is directly opposite 
of his Democratic oppo-
nent, U.S. Rep. Steve Israel 
(D-????. This is Lally’s third 
try for the seat. 

He ran against Gary 
Ackerman in 1994 and 1996. 

He has faced two primaries 
in the Republican Party 
and won both of them. This 
year he won the primary 
by 11 votes against Steve 
Labate.

In terms of the gen-
eral election, however, the 
considerable financial re-
sources of his Democratic 
opponent will have an im-
portant bearing on the fi-
nal outcome.

Lally is also emphasiz-
ing creating jobs and cut-
ting taxes in his campaign 
issues.

But finances can be 
overcome in a race based 
primarily on important is-

sues. That is especially true 
when stress-
ing how the 
federal ad-
ministration 
is handling 
national is-
sues.

L a l ly ’s 
campaign is 
based in part 
on loss of 
support for 
the Obama 
administra-
tion that possibly will help 
his campaign. He also will 
have a lot of support from 
his own county, Nassau.

The Queens Village 
Republican Club, led by its 
president Phil Orenstein, 
has been giving support to 
the Lally campaign by pro-
viding campaign workers 
and fund-raising activities. 
Republican County mem-
bers from various parts 

of Queens are joining the 
c a mpai g n. 
The Conser-
vative Party 
is also as-
sisting.

In the 
15th State 
Senate Dis-
trict of west-
ern Queens, 
Republican 
C o n s e r v a -
tive Michael 
Conigliaro 

is challenging Sen. Joe Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach), 
who has held that office for 
six years after defeating 
former state Sen, Serf Mal-
tese, a Republican who had 
held that seat for 20 years.

Addabbo before that 
had also served for seven 
years in the City Council. 
His father had served for 26 
years in Congress.

Addabbo maintains 

three district offices and 
his constituents can reach 
him or his staff at any time, 
24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, by calling one of his 
district offices.

He has been concen-
trating on helping victims 
of Superstorm Sandy. He 
also is trying to bring more 
jobs into his state senate 
district. He has indicated 
that he wants to work on 
cleaning up corruption in 
government where it ex-
ists.

Conigliaro is stress-
ing his efforts in working 
for tax cuts. If elected, he 
wants to encourage small 
business owners to stay in 
the district and continue to 
do business as a means of 
providing jobs and increas-
ing revenues for business 
in general. He is particu-
larly interested in working 
to reduce the sales tax.

Conigliaro is interest-
ed in quality-of-life issues. 
He indicated that his dis-
trict needs more of a police 
presence. He wants to work 
on reducing crime.

This 15th State Sen-
ate race is turning into a 
hard-fought campaign as 
both candidates concen-
trate on reaching voters in 
the closing days before the 
election.

This race is proving 
to be one of the most inter-
esting this year in Queens 
County considering there 
are a significant number 
of districts that do not have 
races.

Hopefully, in 2016 
when the races for U.S. 
Congress, state Senate and 
state Assembly come up 
again, there will be more 
candidates.

Israel, Addabbo races most lively in borough

Technology stuck in 18th century at city polling places
W

hy is voting such a 
cumbersome task 
and why do so few 
eligible voters take 

advantage of this right? In 
some developing countries, 
where democracy has just 
taken hold, voting rates can 
top 60 percent to 70 percent 
of the eligible population.  
In New York, one of the 
largest states in the oldest 
democracy in the world, we 
are not likely to see elec-
tions where more than one 
in five eligible voters head 
to their local polling place 
on Election Day.

I was one of the 9 per-
cent of eligible Democratic 
voters who went to my local 
polling place in September 
to cast my vote in the gu-
bernatorial primary. I ar-
rived at 8:59 p.m., just one 
minute before the deadline. 

I had to run to get there just 
before the doors closed.

Right next to me, also 
out of breath, was a neigh-
bor and parent of one of my 
daughter’s former class-
mates.

“I had to come and vote 
only to show Albany that I 
care about what’s going on 
up there,” he said, trying to 
explain his fierce urgency 
to make it in time.

Much of the problem is 
we use 18th century technol-
ogy in a 21st century world. 
Why, in an age where I can 

text my cousin half the way 
around the world instanta-
neously or when I can order 
a l m o s t 
anything 
I want 
delivered 
w i t h i n 
f o u r 
h o u r s , 
m u s t 
we suf-
fer with 
v o t i n g 
b o o t h s 
that look 
like they 
were invented before Theo-
dore Roosevelt was born?

The cynic in me thinks 
that progress is slow in elec-
toral technology because 
the status quo benefits the 
current political class.  
Depressed turnout helps 
incumbents and, for some 

reason, we are more risk 
averse when it comes to 
wiring election booths than 

we are in 
w i r i n g 
b a n k s . 
If I can 
pay bills 
o n l i n e 
or wire 
l a r g e 
sums of 
m o n e y 
securely, 
t h e n 
s u r e l y 
my vote 

can be safely and securely 
delivered from my phone or 
office computer.

Can you imagine how 
much turnout will spike 
if we can vote for our lead-
ers from our office desks or 
from our phones?

And perhaps more 

importantly, wouldn’t the 
playing field for running 
for office be leveled con-
siderably if each candidate 
had the same technological 
outlet to convey their ideas 
and background and vision 
to voters? If we said to can-
didates “here is a database 
of all the e-mail addresses 
of all registered voters in 
your district; now go and 
tell them in texts and vid-
eos why they should vote 
for you,” we would essen-
tially eliminate the need for 
big money and campaign 
donations that sometimes 
masquerade as deposits in 
the favor bank.

It is too bad, because 
it is incredibly interesting 
and exciting to follow and 
monitor a well-run and con-
tested political race like we 
had last year for mayor (at 

least in the Democratic and 
Republican primaries) and 
a few years ago for presi-
dent.

As for me and my 
friend, we both knew the 
likely outcome that night.  
The polling station is a few 
blocks from our building, 
and we’re both busy dads 
who had just come home af-
ter a long day of work. Still, 
the time we spent voting 
was time spent away from 
our children and from un-
winding from work.

Wouldn’t it have been 
great if we could have cast 
our ballot when we got out 
of the subway?

Alas, these lofty ideas 
are perhaps too futuristic 
and idealistic to be feasible 
in the near future.

But we can dream, 
can’t we?

William
Lewis

n

Political 
Action

COLUMNS

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

CALL THE NEWSROOM AT (718) 260-4545

Finances can 
be overcome 

in a race based 
primarily on 

important issues.

Can you imagine how 
much turnout will 

spike if we can vote 
for our leaders from 
our offi ce desks or 
from our phones?
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Ready. Set. 
Go to the college  

of your dreams.

Jump on this offer! Try us for $139.

C2 Education’s tutoring programs and expert instructors help students 
achieve higher SAT and ACT scores and improve their grades. In fact, 
our students’ average SAT score increase is 362 points.* So act now and 
give yourself the best start.

(regular price $420)

You receive:

 

 *Students with initial scores below 2000. New students only. Participating centers only. Applies to students in fourth grade and above.  
  Expires 1/31/15

252-20 Northern Boulevard, Suite 2D, Little Neck, NY 11362
www.C2educate.com

$CASH$$CASH$

Your One Stop Shop for All Your 
Business Needs10% OFF ALL 

International 
Shipments

SERVICES BOXES
FAXING
COPIES

KEYS
EBAY

LETTERS TYPED

PASSPORT PHOTOSLAMINATIONBOOK BINDINGBILL PAY

Rent a Mailbox for 1 Year & Receive 3 MONTHS FREE!
AUTHORIZED SHIP CENTER

We Ship... 
 We Pack... 
  We Solve.
Got a package you need shipped 
fast? Or, do you have a fragile or 
unusually shaped object to send? 
We’ll take the load off your hands.. 

and the worry off your mind.
Open Monday - Friday 9am - 7pm

Saturday 10am - 4pm

OPS Mailbox
215-03 Jamaica Ave

Queens Village
T: (718) 464-4850
F: (718) 464-4825

Serving the Community
Since 2006



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, O

CT
. 1

7–
23

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

16

TL



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, O
CT. 17–23, 2014      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM
17

TL



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, O

CT
. 1

7–
23

, 2
01

4  
   

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

18

TL

BY BILL PARRY

A six-month series of 
celebrations commemorat-
ing the World’s Fair an-
niversaries will conclude 
Sunday at Flushing Mead-
ows-Corona Park with sev-
eral free events and activi-
ties. 

The New York State 
Pavilion will be open to 
the public for a third time 
this year after having been 
closed for decades.  There 
will be a lecture by John 
Krawchuk, the Parks’ De-
partment’s director of his-
toric preservation, in the 
Queens Museum at 1 p.m.  
and a daylong World’ Fair 
Scavenger Hunt. The finale 
will be a concert by Yester-
day and Today: a tribute to 
the music of the Beatles by 
the Unisphere at 6 p.m.

“I hope you’re able to 
participate in the Scaven-
ger Hunt and/or enjoy the 

many other free and fun 
events,” Borough President 
Melinda Katz said. “Let’s 
all celebrate the legacy of 
the 1939 and 1964 World’s 
Fairs together, which were 
two of the most important 
events in our borough’s dis-
tinguished history.”

In addition, the price 
of a ride on the park’s car-
ousel will be reduced to 50 
cents and the Belgian Waf-
fle Lady is expected. The 
closing ceremony will also 
include special offers at the 
New York Hall of Science, 
the Queens Zoo and the 
Queens Botanical Gardens.

The six-month cel-
ebration began when the 
iconic NYS Pavilion was 
open to the public for the 
first time since 1987 April 
22. More than 5,000 people 
stood on line for hours for 
a chance to see the inside 
of the unique Space Age 
structure, that Katz is com-

mitted to preserving and 
restoring.

“We really thought at 
best we’d have 500 people 
that day,” Park Adminis-
trator Janice Melnick said. 
“The turnout was absolute-
ly magical, it was very spe-
cial and we realized how 

many people were interest-
ed in the World’s Fair.”

The idea to open the 
Pavilion to the public was 
hatched by a group of volun-
teers who have been doing 
what they can to maintain 
the structure’s appearance 
since 2009. The New York 

State Pavilion Paint Proj-
ect has a core of eight peo-
ple that includes a scien-
tist, an environmentalist, a 
contractor and several who 
work in film production. 
“We’re an interesting and 
dysfunctional family who 
share a love for the build-
ing,” co-founder Mitch Sil-
verstein said. “We paint 
whenever we can as a labor 
of love. That’s what made 
that turnout in April so 
special. It was a challenge 
hosting that many people, 
but it was great to have that 
kind of support knowing so 
many people cared.”

The next major event 
drew more than 60,000 to 
the World’s Fair Anniversa-
ry FestivalMay 18. “Again 
we were blown away by the 
crowds,” Melnick said. 

She thinks the scaven-
ger hunt will be a great suc-
cess Sunday. Registration 
is required at the Queens 

Theater between 10:30 a.m. 
and noon for teams of two 
to six people.

Each team will be 
given maps of the park and 
a list of clues that will test 
each team’s knowledge of 
both World’s Fairs and of 
the park as it is now. The 
clues will direct the teams 
to various cultural loca-
tions in the park where 
they will receive a token to 
prove they were there. The 
teams with the most tokens 
at 5:30 p.m. will receive 
valuable prizes, including 
museum and restaurant 
gift certificates, tickets to 
a New York Rangers game 
and more.

“It should be a fun way 
to close out what has been a 
remarkable season for us,” 
Melnick said.

The Pavilion Paint Project gets credit for generating interest and 
support for restoration of the iconic structure.

World’s Fair anniversary celebrations wind up Sunday
Scavenger hunt, Beatles tribute part of special free extravaganza in Flushing Meadows Corona Park

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

At Calvary, the family member
is just as important as the patient.

For more information, call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Nobody knows more than Calvary Hospital that caring for a loved one 
who is in the end-of-life stage is challenging – both physically and 
mentally. The stress can feel unbearable. It puts the entire family at risk 
for depression, anxiety disorders, physical sickness and disruptions in 
life – both at home and at work. Our experts clearly understand that 
this feeling of abandonment is just as significant as the physical pain. 
That’s why 90% of what we do at Calvary is caring for the family. In 
fact, we have an entire department specifically dedicated to caring for 
family members, with this year marking the 10th anniversary of our 
unique Family Care Center. It is all a part of our core value of “non-
abandonment” – the commitment we make to our patients and their 
families every day. It’s one more reason why Calvary is Where Life Continues. 
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Pirouette Window Shadings

SEPTEMBER 16 – DECEMBER 16, 2014

It’s time to decorate 
your windows for the holidays.

(plus $25 rebate each additional unit)

(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

(plus $100 rebate each additional unit)

$100 REBATE*

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/16/14 –12/16/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks 
of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations apply. Ask 
participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME SERVICE
718-445-9393

Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home service  
is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK
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The city Department 
of Design and Construction 
said it received permission 
to solicit demolition ser-
vices for the shuttered Bor-
ough Hall parking garage 
under an emergency decla-
ration, which will speed up 
the project.

DDC said it has con-
sent to ink a contract for 
the planning and execution 
of knocking down the 80-25 
126th St. municipal garage 
anytime between January 
2015 and 2018. However, 
DDC spokesman Howard 
Pollack said the emergency 
status meant it was a prior-
ity and DDC was moving 
quickly. He did not give a 
timetable for the work.

Pollack stressed that 
the city would ensure the 
facility was examined for 

asbestos and other poten-
tial hazards before demoli-
tion begins.

Once the garage is re-
moved, he said the depart-
ment would negotiate a 

second contract for the cre-
ation of a 300-slot surface 
parking lot beside Borough 
Hall.

—Sarina Trangle

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) is trying to 
get Glendale its own ZIP 
code.

The neighborhood 
currently shares its 11385 
code with Ridgewoord, 
something Meng hopes to 
change through legislation 
she introduced last week.

“Community identity 

is very unique in Queens,” 
Meng said. “Most areas in 
the borough are recognized 
by their neighborhood 
names, which provide a 
sense of identity and pride 
for local residents. That is 
true for Glendale, and it’s 
time for the Postal Service 
to accept and recognize 
that by creating a ZIP Code 

that the community can fi-
nally call its own.”

The piece of legisla-
tion has been referred to 
the House Committee on 
Oversight and Government 
Reform, which has juris-
diction over the Postal Ser-
vice.

 -Alex Robinson

Two more high profile 
tenants have signed leas-
es for a combined 50,000 
square feet of office space 
in Forest Hills Tower, at 
118-35 Queens Blvd., Muss 
Developers announced 
Monday. Regus and the New 
York City Board of Elec-
tions join Plaza College, 
FEMA and Signature Bank 
as the newest tenants in 
the Class A tower that was 
already home to Mutual of 
America, Massey Knakal 
Realty Services and U.S. 

Rep. Grace Meng.
“Forest Hills Tower is 

a premier, in-demand desti-
nation for a diversity of ten-
ants seeking Class A office 
space in Queens,” principal 
Jason Muss said. “With the 
renovations we’re making 
to the property and our 
prime location, Forest Hills 
Tower offers tenants trans-
portation options their em-
ployees and clients appreci-
ate.” The building stands 11 
minutes from LaGuardia 
Airport, 11 minutes from 

JFK and just 17 minutes 
from midtown Manhattan. 
The E, F and M subway 
lines and an express bus 
stop are right at Forest 
Hills Tower’s doorstep.

The property includes 
582 parking spaces. “We 
are negotiating with addi-
tional tenants now and look 
forward to leasing up the 
remainder of the building.” 
Muss said.

— Bill Parry

DOT employees examine the municipal garage near Borough Hall 
and Queens Supreme Court.

Forest Hills Tower lands more tenants

Meng wants ZIP code for Glendale

City to demolish garage
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www.nyc.gov/examsforjobs

sanitation

• Great pay and benefits
• Great advancement opportunities

Filing period for Sanitation Worker exam:

www nyc gov/examsforjobs

g p

Oct. 1 to Oct. 31, 2014

• Great pay and benefits

Here’s your chance to help the Big Apple shine.
• Great pay and benefits

Here’s your chance to help the Big Apple shine.Here’s your chance to help the Big Apple shine
JOIN NEW YORK’S STRONGEST!

Oil & 
Bioheat fuel.
Savings. Service. Value.

Additional terms and conditions may apply. Some services may not be available in all areas.  NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2014 Petro. P_14472

petro.com petro mobile connect on

Call today for special offers! 1.866.539.5295

Oil Heat Ultra Low Sulfur Bioheat Fuel

emissions by over 70%

maintenance & cleaner environment

Oil   |   Natural Gas 
Heating   |   Cooling 
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BY BILL PARRY

A high-end, Manhat-
tan-based baker has de-
cided it’s time to make his 
doughnuts in Queens. The 
Doughnut Plant will open 
a factory and retail facility 
in the Falchi Building, at 
31-00 47th Ave. in Long Is-
land City, in December.

“We have so many 
customers in Queens that 
we wanted to supplement 
our presence there,” owner 
Mark Isreal said. “I’m real-
ly excited about what’s go-
ing on at the Falchi Build-
ing.  They’re bringing in a 
lot of food companies and 
it’s creating quite a buzz.”

Jamestown Proper-
ties, owners of the popular 
Chelsea Market, bought 
the former Gimbels depart-
ment store warehouse for 
$80 million in 2012. Falchi 
is already 90 percent occu-

pied with high-profile ten-
ants, such as Juice Press, 
the NYC Taxi and Limou-
sine Commission, the ride-
sharing app Lyft and the 
tech innovating non-profit 
Coalition for Queens.

“Our goal with the Fal-
chi Building was to create 
a concourse that features 
makers that have a front-
facing retail space with a 
manufacturing component 
- the addition of the Dough-
nut Plant was a perfect fit,” 
Jamestown President Mi-
chael Phillips said. “We be-
lieve this model attracts a 
diverse mix of tenants from 
food purveyors to office 
and tech tenants, embody-
ing the creativity in Long 
Island City and enhanc-
ing the environment of the 
neighborhood.”

Isreal signed a 10-year 
lease for the Doughnut 
Plant to occupy a nearly 

8,500-square-foot cafe space 
on the first floor concourse. 
In addition to the produc-
tion facility, there will be a 
full store with seating that 
will include an espresso 
bar.

Isreal started the 
Doughnut Plant in a Lower 
East Side tenement build-
ing in 1994 and did all 
the work himself for the 
first five years. The third-
generation baker would 
make his doughnuts from 
his grandfather’s recipes 
all night long and deliver 
them to gourmet food pur-
veyors such as Balducci’s 
and Dean & Deluca on his 
bicycle in the morning.

The bicycle became an 
essential tool in the com-
pany’s expansion. 

“I ride that bike ev-
erywhere and it’s what 

BY BILL PARRY

Two more City Council 
members are introducing 
participatory budgeting to 
their districts. 

Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst) 
and Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
will give their constituents 
a say in how $1 million in 
discretionary funding is 
spent. joining over 22 other 
Council members citywide.

“This will be a transfor-
mative moment in the 22nd 
District,” Constantinides 
said. His District covers As-
toria, Long Island City and 
parts of Jackson Heights. 
“For the first time, resi-
dents will directly be able 
to make decisions about 
how taxpayer money is 
spent. It is my hope that 
this will make government 
more transparent and ac-
cessible to the people.”

The new city budget-
ing program began three 
years ago and has seen the 
participation of 18,000 resi-
dent with 55 capital proj-
ects totaling $14.5 million. 
The process involves a se-
ries of public meetings that 
feed into the city’s annual 
budget cycle. 

Starting this month, 
community members can 
attend neighborhood as-
semblies to learn more and 
brainstorm capital project 
ideas. In Constantinides’ 
21st District, the first of 
four public meetings will 
take place Oct. 22 starting 
at 7 p.m. at PS 234, at 30-15 
29th St. in Astoria.

Over the course of 
the four public meetings, 
participants will learn 
about the budget and then 
meet in small groups to 
brainstorm project ideas. 
Volunteers will then trans-
form these ideas into full 

project proposals. The par-
ticipants will then vote on 
which projects they want 
to see funded. Projects that 
get the most votes and are 
within the funds available 
will be submitted to the 
City Council for approval.

In Ferreras’ 22nd Dis-
trict, that covers Corona, 
Elmhurst, East Elmhurst 
and part of Jackson Heights, 
the public meetings have 
already begun.

 “The potential impact 
of participatory budget-
ing and the contribution 
of community members is 
immense, socially and eco-
nomically,” Ferreras said. 
“I’m excited to bring this to 
my district and hope it’s the 
beginning of a long-term 
relationship with govern-
ment, where my constitu-
ents become more involved 
in the decisions that affect 
this community and New 
York City.”

Participatory budgeting spreads
to additional Council districts

Doughnut Plant moving 
into the Falchi Building

COMPARE

APPLES
TO

APPLES

4 Convenient Locations

FREE 
“AT HOME” 
ESTIMATES

ORDER NOW!!
FINAL CLEARANCE SALE
FOR IMMEDIATE INSTALLATION ON ALL FENCES AND RAILINGS

$1099
WAS $1375

NOW ONLY

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-5pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 
Huntington Area

(631) 760-9791

Serving The Western 
Suffolk Area
(631) 471-0011

Serving Nassau, Queens & Western SuffolkSSSSSSSSSSSSSSeeeeerviing Nasssau QQueeennnnsssssssss &&&&&&& WWesttern SuffffollkkSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSeeeeeeerrvvvviiiing NNaaassssssauu QQQueueeeeennnnnnnnssssssssssss &&&&& WWeWeeesststteteerrrnn SuufuffffffofoollkkNN QQQii NN QQQSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS &&&&&&& W tt S&&&&& WW tt SSS f kkSS fffffff llk

*Railings: Up to 3 sections and six 4x4 plain posts with choice of caps.  Fences: Savings off on a qualified in-stock purchase with installation and this ad.  No job too big or too small. See store for details.  Not 
valid with other offers, discounts or on prior purchases.   Valid on new installations only. Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  Loan activation fee is extra. Not 

responsible for omissions or typographical errors.   License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

www.Amendolas.com
1-800-BUY-FENCE

Residential & Commercial

Continued on Page 23
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Jordan Houghton is a multitalented actress, singer, and dancer, pursuing her dream of 

becoming a performing artist in NYC—the cultural capital of the world. Grounded in practicality, 

however, she decided to earn a B.S. in Leadership and Management at the NYU School of 
Professional Studies Paul McGhee Undergraduate Division to provide a sense of security and 

the business acumen required should she choose to opt for a management role in the arts. 

Transferring from the theater department of a prominent performing arts conservatory, Jordan 

was able to use the credits she earned to pursue her four-year degree. She completed many 

courses online, providing the fl exibility for her to continue auditioning and develop her talents. 

Through it all, her McGhee academic advisors partnered with her, giving her the guidance and 

the support she needed to succeed in the spotlight and behind the scenes. 

Jordan Houghton, Alumna
B.S. in Leadership and Management Studies

Learn More

Information Sessions:
Wed., Oct. 22, Oct. 29, and Nov. 5
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
register: sps.nyu.edu/mcghee-events2i

visit: sps.nyu.edu/mcghee2i   
call: 212-998-7100

request info./apply:
sps.nyu.edu/requestmcgheeinfo2i

Knowledge Through Practice

Bachelor of Arts
Applied General Studies 

Humanities
Social Sciences

Bachelor of Science
Digital Communications and Media 
Healthcare Management
Information Systems Management 
Leadership and Management Studies
Real Estate

for forgiveness and used 
the blade to kill them, pros-
ecutors said.

The bodies were dis-
covered the next day by 
Garcia’s 12-year-old cousin 
and other relatives who 
shared the apartment with 
the couple.

Police named Mejia-
Ramos as a suspect and 
released information about 
two vehicles he was known 
to have driven to the U.S. 
Marshals Service.

Ultimately Mejia-Ra-
mos, a Mexico native, was 

cuffed in Schulenburg, 
Texas, which is about 250 
miles from the border with 
Mexico, police said.

On Wednesday, Mayor 
de Blasio, First Lady Chir-
lane McCray and Mayor’s 
Office to Combat Domestic 
Violence Commissioner 
Rose Pierre-Louis were 
scheduled to illuminate 
the Empire State Building 
for NYC Go Purple Day in 
honor of National Domes-
tic Violence Awareness 
Month.  The building was 
to be bathed in purple.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at stran gle@c n-
gloc al.com.

Plea
Continued from Page 10 

a private engineering com-
pany, to examine proper-
ties within a 400-foot radius 
of the planned shelter, at 78-
16 Cooper Ave.

AECOM released its 
report June 12, the same 
day DHS Assistant Com-
missioner Todd Hamilton 
signed off on it.

Soon various civic 
groups, business orga-
nizations and residents 
formmed the Glendale/

Middle Village Coalition to 
raise money, hire attorney 
Christopher Murray and 
fight the shelter.

On Oct. 9, Murray filed 
an Article 78 proceeding, 
which allows government 
agency decisions to be re-
viewed in court.

In the court papers, the 
coalition argues AECOM 
mistakenly determined 500 
new neighbors at the shel-
ter would increase demand 
for the area’s 170.8 acres of 
open space by less than 5 
percent. However, 153 of 
these acres are graveyards 

not open to the public, ac-
cording to the suit.

Similarly, the coalition 
contends AECOM failed to 
check its math when calcu-
lating that 150 more poten-
tial pupils would be sent to 
the zoned school, PS 87, and 
increase its population by 
less than 2 percent, from 607 
to 757. The accurate growth 
rate is 25 percent. State law 
would require a more in-
depth review if school size 
was slated to grow by more 
than 5 percent. 

The suit alleges 
AECOM’s work relies on 

factually unsound assump-
tions about what the project 
would mean for the 104th 
Precinct and FDNY,

“The utter absurdity 
of the report is reflected in 
its determination that since 
the project would be ‘sub-
ject to the requirements of 
the city’s fire and building 
codes ... [it] would not add 
to the Fire Department’s 
workload,’” the suit said.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at stran gle@c n-
gloc al.com.

Shelter
Continued from Page 2 

helped me fall in love with 
Queens,” Isreal said. “I’d 
ride to the Indian restau-
rants on 74th Street in 
Jackson Heights and all 
the Mexican restaurants 
along Roosevelt Avenue.  
In fact,  I   new things and 
all the great food and spe-
cialty shops from so many 
different countries here in 
Queens.”

He believes his hand-
crafted, all natural dough-
nuts filled with housemade 
jams, creams and custards 
are best served fresh. 

“This central location 
will help with delivery in 
Queens and Long Island,” 
Isreal said. “All the new 
companies that have moved 
into the Falchi Building as 
well as other buildings in 
the neighborhood, plus we 
have LaGuardia Communi-
ty College right across the 
street, it’s an exciting place 
to be. We’re going to love it 
here.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Donut
Continued from Page 22 

The Doughnut Plant plans to have outlet stores in all five bor-
oughs.  Photo courtesy The Doughnut Plant
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The Queens County Farm Museum welcomed vis-
itors Sunday for an array of fall food and activi-
ties, including attractions like The Amazing Maize 
Maze. The festival runs every Saturday and Sunday 
until Oct. 26. (Clockwise from top l.) Visitors enjoy 
the festival as one resident takes home a potted 
plant; apples wait to be bought and eaten from 
one of the food vendors; children feed lettuce to 
the rabbits in the petting zoo; families pick pump-
kins from the patch; Christopher Floyd, 8, feeds 
hay to the sheep. Photos by Chris Palermo

Queens County
 Farm Fall Fest
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Think owning a 
home is out of 
reach? 
Think again.
TD Right Step Mortgage®:

 TD Bank, N.A. | Equal Housing Lender  | *Low income and moderate borrowers have 
verifi ed qualifying income which is 80% or less of HUD Median Income for area. Loans subject to 
credit appoval.
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Dental Implants
• Crowns/Bridges/Veneer • Root Canal                                                                                                    
• Extrac�ons • Cosme�c/Esthe�c Den�stry 
• Dentures • Braces                                                                      

Call us or visit us today



TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity 
of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not 
responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. ̂ ^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

1
%

 I
S

 A
L
L
 Y

O
U

 P
A
Y

 T
O

 D
R

IV
E
 A

W
A
Y

! 
W

E
 A

R
E
 S

U
R

E
 T

O
 H

A
V

E
 A

 C
A

R
 T

O
 F

IT
 Y

O
U

R
 B

U
D

G
E
T
!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

$13,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#1034

$10,995
CIVIC'12 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
31k miles, Stk#5650

$15,995
ROGUE'13 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
11k miles, Stk#7453

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
CAMARO'14 CHEVY

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#6879

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
21k miles, Stk#1404

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

BUY 
FOR:$103

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

COROLLA2013 TOYOTA

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

CRV2011 HONDA

Stk# 4923, 24k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995

328i xdrive2013 BMW

Stk# 3881, 18k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

ALTIMA2013 NISSAN

Stk# 1226, 20k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 3824, 14k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

ML-3502011 MERCEDES

Stk# 5589, 25k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$22,888

PILOT LX2011 HONDA

Stk# 5210, 23k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$14,995

ESCAPE2012 FORD

Stk# 7278, 72k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$10,995

$8,995
ELANTRA'13 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 
28k miles, Stk#3640

RAV42011 TOYOTA

Stk# 1066, 48k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$9,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2011 ACURA MDX

Stk#1321, 48k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$21,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2001 Honda Civic, 81k  73406 $2,995
 2000 Honda Civic, 136k 83850 $2,995
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2004 Lexus IS 300, 84k 40087448 $4,995
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM! 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
2010 Honda Fit, 17k 1037 $6,395 
2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $10,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $11,500
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995 
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2013 ACURA TL

Stk# 7918, 18k mi.

BUY 
FOR: $17,995

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us,  We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995 
 2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee, 19k 1934 $16,900 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $16,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $18,995
 2012 Infiniti G37x, 9k 7774 $19,595

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Grand Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $12,995
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $13,995

BUY 
FOR:

EXPLORER2014 FORD

$22,995
Stk# 8588, 4k mi.

BUY 
FOR:$139

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD2014 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

OF WHAT YOU'RE LOOKING FOR!
ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

OF WHAT YOU'RE LOOKING FOR!
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BY MERLE EXIT 

A new Universal Pre-K 
has recently opened in the 
Woodhaven community. 

All that is left of this 
former historic church in 
Woodhaven are the corner 
stones as Christ Congrega-
tional Church gets a total 
renovation for the newest 
Universal Pre-K by North 
Side School. 

“Rather than knock-
ing it down,” said David 
Esfhani, executive director 
of Northside, “we upgraded 
the entire infrastructure 
to today’s standard of con-
struction in order to save 
the appearance of this com-
munity building.” 

North Side, a not-for-
profit company, has been 
around for several years. 

“They started 28 years 
ago in Forest Hills,” said ad-
ministrative director Irene 
Kouba. “The first Pre-K 
was awarded at our Whites-
tone location in 2011.” 

Registration is open to 
children ages 4 to 4.9 and is 
closed when filled to capac-
ity. There are four rooms of 
18 children being used with 
each class requiring one 
teacher who is state certi-
fied in Early Children Edu-
cation as well as one teach-
ing assistant. 

“Each of the employ-
ees must be fingerprinted 
with a state clearance back-
ground check and mandat-

ed to report on any abuse,” 
said Kouba. 

Parents are obligated 
to supply the following: 
school bag or backpack; a 
marble bound notebook for 
correspondence with the 
teacher; diapers and wipes 
(if needed — weekly sup-
ply); smock or large T-shirt 
for messy activities; and an 
extra set of clothing (under-
wear, socks and complete 
outfit). 

Whereas some sites 
limit the class sessions to  
2 1/2 hours, the day at the 
Woodhaven location is a 
total of 6 1/2 hours. That in-
cludes all meals (breakfast, 
snack, lunch and beverag-
es) provided daily at no cost 
to families and 40 minutes 
of nap time. 

“The curriculum is 
about developing criti-
cal thinking with visual 
stimulation,” said Kouba. 
“They may listen to a story 
while the teacher engages 
them with the topic. For in-
stance, using a story about 
shoes, children examined 
them while talking about 
the weather to wear them 
and what their shoe is 
made of. The Department of 
Education provides recom-
mended topics.” 

“It is a Common Core 
curriculum”, added teach-
er Amy Goldstein. “How 
we use the environment 
around us and text to teach 
children about a topic such 

as art. They are provided 
with appropriate books 
of informational text that 
must have a table of con-
tents, real photographs and 
an index. Each topic goes 
from four to six weeks.

“In this case they ac-
complish artwork as well 
as putting on an art show.  
Pre-K is the first step in ed-
ucation that molds a child. 
It is a preparation for enter-
ing kindergarten as well as 
a great way for young chil-
dren to learn self- esteem.” 

What happens if a 
child gets “out of hand?” 

“We have developed 
what we call a ‘calm down 
chair,’”said Goldstein. “Un-
derneath is a box that con-
tains such items as paper to 
tear, pipe cleaners to tie a 
knot and a stress relief ball 
to squeeze.” 

As far as health, each 
child has to have a medi-
cal report to show inocula-
tions. Upon entering, they 
hand wash. They are also 

taught to wash after they 
are soiled from an activity, 
before and after going to 
the bathroom and prior to 
eating. Each child has their 
own “cubby hole” where 
they place their backpack 
of which they put their jack-
ets or other outer wear. 

It is not uncommon 
that the parents speak a 
language other than Eng-
lish, which the child picks 
up. English is spoken and 
taught at the school and the 
parents are encouraged to 
speak English to them at 
home. 

North Side School pro-
vides a Parent Education 
Program via Parent Sup-
port Group meetings held 
once a month on Thursday 
mornings from 9 am. to 10 
a.m. It allows parents and 
caregivers the chance to 
learn ways to help their 
child, as well as the op-
portunity to share their 
concerns and make new 
friends. 

Woodhaven pre-K transforms old church site
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We Now Have
COLD LASER

Most
Insurances
Accepted

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.
Call now for a 
“FREE CONSULTATION” 
to see how our technologies
may benefi t you.

If you have
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

or its Symptoms

With this ad, expires in 30 days

www.northshorerehabilitation.com

Woodhaven’s Christ Congregational Church has been turned into a 
Universal Pre-K by North Side School. Photo by Merle Exit 
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Weekend
Service Changes

No 7 trains between Queensboro Plaza
and Times Sq-42 St on the following weekends: 

Oct 18-20 and 25-27
2 AM Saturday to 4:30 AM Monday

7 service operates between Main St and Queensboro Plaza.

Expect longer wait times between Queensboro Plaza and 74 St-Broadway; 7 service runs less frequently on 

Saturday and Sunday from 7 AM to 9 PM. The last stop for some trains headed toward Queensboro Plaza is 

74 St-Broadway.

Q service is extended to Ditmars Blvd on Saturday from 7 AM to 9 PM and Sunday from 9 AM to 7 PM.

S 42 Street Shuttle service operates overnight.

Travel Alternatives
E F ( Q trains for travel between Manhattan and Queensboro Plaza.

perate between Vernon Blvd-Jackson Av and Queensboro Plaza.

Stay Informed
Call 511 and say “Current Service Status,” look for informational posters in stations, or visit mta.info 

where you can access the latest Planned Service Changes information, use TripPlanner
+ , and sign up for 

free email and text alerts.

Transportation Authority 2014 Metropolitan
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GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.
LIVE UNITED

LIVEUNITED.ORG.

Citi Field
123-01 Roosevelt Ave, Lot G
Flushing, NY 
SAT OCT 18 • 11AM – 4PM

AnimalLeague.org
516.883.7575

K9 KASTLE, SEAN CASEY ANIMAL RESCUE, IN OUR HANDS, 
SOCIAL TEES, BROOKLYN BRIDGE ANIMAL WELFARE COALITION 
& NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

Like us on

Fall Festival
ADOPT A PET

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tel: 718–204–7324

IRA’S GOLDEN NUGGET

WE BUY GOLD

DON’T LET YOUR MONEY
SIT IDLE 

SELL WHILE 
THE MARKET IS HIGH!

Queens Hospital Center 
celebrates breast feeding

Queens Hospital Center held a dinner and a movie to celebrate its recent designation as a baby-
friendly hospital. Ryan Montenegro, 10 months, and his mother Kirsty Biondo grab dinner (top); moth-
ers and mothers-to-be enjoy the dinner provided for the event (center); above, Dr. Alice Garner speaks 
with Samuel Ibitayo during the dinner. Photos by Chris Palermo
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Toddler through Eighth Grade

Columbia University Teachers College 
Affiliate School

Please join us

Admissions Open House 
Sunday 

November 2, 2014 
2:00 p.m.

516.627.1910 ext. 2700 
www.buckleycountryday.com 
IU Willets Road, Roslyn, NY
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TL Astoria Columbus Parade

The annual Columbus Parade was held in Astoria, sponsored by the Federation of Italian American 
Organizations of Queens. The parade started at the Kaufman Astoria Studios and ended at the 
Columbus Triangle on Astoria Boulevard. (Clockwise from top) “Cristoforo Colombo” aka Christopher 
Aguirre and “Queen Isabella” aka Joyce Munoz (both members of the 114th Precinct Explorer 
Program) greet bystanders; the executive officer of the 114th Precinct, John Travaglia, leads the 
Pledge of Allegiance; the line of march heads north on 33rd Street approaching Columbus Triangle. 

Photos courtesy Walter Karling
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Artists ask
SHALL WE
DANCE?

TimesLedger, October 17-23, 2014

A member of the Neville Dance Theatre A member of the Neville Dance Theatre 
dances in a performance of “Awakenings.” dances in a performance of “Awakenings.” 

Photo courtesy Rachel NevillePhoto courtesy Rachel Neville

Sudoku 34 

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

The language of dance is 
universal, and now the bor-
ough’s thriving community of 
movement artists have joined 
forces to bring the inaugural 
Queensboro Dance Festival 
to Long Island City beginning 
Monday and running through 
Sunday, Oct. 26.

Organizers hope to cap-
ture the joy of expressive move-
ment with a dynamic array of 
must-see performances 

The idea for this first-of-
its-kind festival was formed at 
LIC’s The Physical Plant, an 
innovative dance group com-
prised of diverse collaborators, 
which has partnered with the 
Secret Theatre’s owner and 
veteran actor/director/writer 
and musician, Richard Mazda, 
to present this event. 

TPP’s founder and Artistic 
Director, Karesia Batan, said 
her group’s mission is to devel-
op the changing nuances of the 
mind-body connection.  

Queens-based choreogra-
phers and dance companies set 

to perform next week include 
the Neville Dance Theatre. 

For the past nine years 
Forest Hills resident Brenda 
Neville’s company has been 
hailed as “compelling,” “imagi-
native” and a “pure delight” by 
audiences and critics alike. 

Her emotionally charged 
works capture a colorful tapes-
try of movement, woven from 
diverse dance styles. Neville has 
said her mission is to create ex-
pressive pieces that explore the 
human spirit and our shared 
world. This global concept is 
evident in the cast’s dance spe-
cialties, ranging from Argentine 
tango to flamenco to traditional 
Mexican folk dancing.

“Dance offers a never-end-
ing means of expression and 
world exploration,” she said. 
“With a pure ability to break 
through language barriers and 
social boundaries, movement 
has the ability to unite and in-
spire people of all races and na-
tions, and through my works, I 
strive to do the same.”

At the Queensboro Dance 
Festival, NDT will perform 
“Awakenings,” which Neville 
describes as a tender lullaby 
of nurturing love that permits 
one’s freedom for unabridged 
curiosity and the self-assured-
ness to stand on one’s own.

A faculty ballet teacher 
at The Ailey School and Cov-
enant Ballet Theatre of Brook-
lyn, Neville also guest teaches 

New festival brings 
eclectic mix of Queens-
based performers 
to Long Island City’s 
Secret Theatre

Continued on Page 5
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Answers in Sports

Saturday, October 25, 2014 
Noon – 5 PM 

41st Ave by the Bayside LIRR 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

www.Baysidevillage.net 

Halloween 
Playland 

Rides Pumpkins Treats

PRODUCTIONS

“Night Watch” — Theatre Time 
presents Lucille Fletcher’s thriller, 
a mix of murder and madness, 
set in a tony Kips Bay townhouse. 
When: Oct. 18 through Oct. 26, 
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 pm, 
Sundays at 3 pm, Opening Night 
includes a dessert buffet and 
meet and greet with the cast.
Where: Colonial Church of 
Bayside, 54-02 217th St., Bayside.
Cost: $18/general admission, 
$16/seniors and students
Contact: (347) 358-8102
Website: www.theatretime.org

“The Pirates of Penzance” — 
The New York Gilbert & Sullivan 
Players bring the comedic 
operetta about Frederic, 
a young man mistakenly 
apprenticed to pirates until his 
21st birthday, and Mabel, the 
young woman he falls in love 
with. 
When: Sunday, Oct. 19, at 3 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 

56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $35, $39 and $42
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu

“South Pacifi c” — Rodgers 
and Hammerstein’s musical 
set during WW II includes 
the classical songs “Some 
Enchanted Evening,” “I’m Going 
Wash That Man Right Out of My 
Hair” and “Nothing Like a Dame.”
When: Nov. 1 through Nov. 16, 
Saturdays at  8 pm, Sundays 
at 3 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Garden 
Jewish Center, 13-00 209th St., 
Bayside
Cost: $22/adults, $20/seniors 
and children under 12
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.
theatrebythebayny.com

“Thoroughly Modern Millie” 
— Based on the 1967 movie, this 
musical comedy tells the story 
of a small-town girl, who moves 
to New York City to marry for 
money rather than love.
When: Nov. 2 through Nov. 16, 

Saturdays at 8 pm, Sundays at 3 pm
Where: Free Synagogue of 
Flushing, 41-60 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $18/general admission, 
$15/seniors and children 12 and 
under
Contact: (718) 428-8681
Website: www.
spotlightonstage.com/fsfctg.
htm

“In the Bones” — The 
world premiere of Cody 
Daigle’s drama focuses on 
the aftermath of a returning 
soldier’s suicide.
When: Nov. 6 through Nov. 22, 
Thursday - Saturday at 8 pm, 
Saturday at 2 pm
Where: Astoria Performing 
Arts Center, 30-44 Crescent St., 
Astoria
Cost: $18, $12/seniors and 
students
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“Three Sisters” — The 
Continued on Page 38
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ANNUAL TRADE SHOW

& LUNCHEON

11/13/14

NEW VENUE!

NEW PROGRAM!

ASTORIA WORLD MANOR  
25-22 ASTORIA BLVD, LIC, NY  �
TRADE SHOW 10AM-3PM 
LUNCHEON 12PM-1:30PM �
KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
KENNETH ADAMS, PRESIDENT AND CEO  
EMPIRE STATE DEVELOPMENT �
HONOREES 
K. THOMAS ELGHANAYAN, CHAIRMAN AND CO-FOUNDER  
FREDERICK ELGHANAYAN, PRESIDENT AND CO-FOUNDER 
TF CORNERSTONE INC �
WILLIAM D. MODELL COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD 
JOSEPH CONLEY, CHAIRMAN, COMMUNITY BOARD 2 �
REGISTER NOW AT LICPARTNERSHIP.ORG/TRADESHOW 
MEDIA SPONSOR: TIMESLEDGER

Elmhurst author inspired by her furry neighbors
Jane Sayre Denny’s works include a Christmas kitty tale and the story of a squirrel living in Queens

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Among the vendors 
hawking their wares along 
Austin Street’s recent fall 
festival, Jane Sayre Den-
ny’s booth really stood out 
surrounded by young read-
ers anxious to scoop up cop-
ies of her works. 

The author, illustrator 
and graphic designers spent 
most of the day signing edi-
tions of her two children’s 
books “Emmaline,” the tale 
of a black squirrel living 
in Queens, and her earlier 
one, “The Twelve Cats of 
Christmas.” Both are avail-
able at Amazon.com.

Young customers 
who gathered around her 
booth couldn’t resist “Em-
maline’s” sweet character 
and unique blend of color-
ful, hand-drawn illustra-
tions with enhanced pho-
tographs, and the equally 
delightful holiday kitties 

tale.
But this story is about 

Emmaline.
Denny is a lifelong ani-

mal lover.  The Elmhurst 
resident, who grew up in 
Brooklyn, has rescued 
about 30 cats over the 

years.  She has cared for 
them, made sure they were 
spayed and neutered and 
got them medical attention 

if they needed it.  And she 
named each and every one 
and even knew their family 
lineage.  Eventually, 10 or 
12 felines made her back-
yard in Elmhurst their 
home, and Denny actually 
set up five mini-cat dwell-
ings to keep the kitties safe 
and warm.

So it wasn’t surprising 
when the author got friend-
ly with a cute black squir-
rel who came by one day. 
Eventually, the little critter 
became the main character 
of her paperback.

Denny said she first 
started seeing Emmaline 
shortly after her mother 
died in May 2009. It was a 
sad time. She was spend-
ing almost every day at 
her mom’s Elmhurst house 
cleaning up and sorting out 
her affairs. 

“In between bouts of 
tears, I would see this little 
squirrel climbing the tree 

out in front of the house, or 
in the big oak behind the 
house,” said Denny. “She 
was adorable. I had never 
seen a black squirrel before, 
and she fascinated me.”

It was especially odd 
because Denny recently had 
discovered a photograph of 
her mother feeding a squir-
rel, and had used it as the 
obituary’s picture.  Plus, 
her mom, like the squirrel, 
had jet black hair. 

“I felt there was a con-
nection, maybe a message 
in it,” she said.

And she still sees her 
furry little friend almost 
every day.  

“Emmaline comes to 
the back step and sits on 
the ledge outside the back 
door,” said Denny. “Some-
times she eats cat food, 
which I leave for the cats 
outside.  She most often 
shows up when I’m worried 

Elmhurst author Jane Sayre Denny selling her two books at a recent street fair in Forest Hills. 
Photo by Tammy Scileppi

Continued on Page 38
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34. Jane Roe's defendant in a famour 
70's court case
35. "Brown ___ Girl"
37. "Captain Blood" star Flynn
38. Boxer order?
39. Signed for a COD
43. Jury-rig, with "together"
44. Perfumed powder holder
45. " ___ Wednesday"
46. One way to fall
47. Newspapers, TV, etc.
48. Activity for young swingers?
49. Misrepresent
50. Judgment problem
52. Baseball stats
53. Check point?
54. Loud laugh
55. Fairy-tale menace
56. Squealed

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Oct. 17-23, 2014

By Ed Canty

A Bit of Rubble
Across
1. "Hamlet" has five
5. Deep cavity
10. Fit ___ (be perfect on)
14. Piglet's pal
15. 747, e.g.
16. Spanish pot
17. A shade of beige
18. Rajah's wives
19. Actresses Ryan and Tilly
20. Advice for rowing crews
23. Above-the-rim action
24. Compulsively curious
25. Avian claws
28. "Buffalo" Bill
30. Ruin big-time
31. Pad type
33. Fleecing target
36. Not far, with "a"
40. "Crack" or "jack" follower
41. "They got ______ him"
42. Yield, as land
43. Components of some PCs
44. Like some vows or cows
46. "Are not!" comeback
49. Indifferent
51. Woods and Nicklaus, e.g.
57. Brylcream portion?
58. "Happy Days" role
59. "Animal House" attire
60. Brook
61. Absinthe flavor
62. Be on the payroll
63. Grimm offering
64. Activity that can wreck a hard disk
65. Barrel bottom bit

Down
1. Did the same
2. James the actor
3. "___ Between Two Lovers" (#1 
hit of 1977)
4. Halt production

5. Airport areas
6. Longtime Supreme Court name
7. Ballplayers in pinstripes
8. Agitated condition
9. Coordinate closely
10. Girl in a tree
11. Bars from the refrigerator
12. Birdbath floaters
13. "Delicious!"
21. Stocking mishap
22. Provide funding for
25. 1/16 of a cup: Abbr.
26. Singing voice
27. Steal goods
28. Old "What's My Line?" panelist
29. Vocalist Yoko
31. Benchmarks: Abbr.
32. Even if, briefly
33. Water server

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

A FORD IN YOUR FUTURE
H U S H S C R U B T O E D
O R C A W H O S E A X L E
A D O S O A T E N M E D I
R U T H E R F O R D H A Y E S

O R D E R A L E R T
C A L V E S C O V E
A L O E S T O N E E C O
S T A R T F O R D O N A V O N
T O N R E N E S T E L E

R E E S S P O R T S
A B B I E S A L E M
F O R D T H U N D E R B I R D
A D E E E V A D E O L E O
S E A R M E R I T M I N T
T S K S S A E N S B A T E

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for up to 5 people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

May not be combined with any other offer.

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Halloween Treats
at Aunt Bella’s

$595 SPECIAL CHILDREN’S MENU
Kids under 12 will have their choice of:  

Baked Ziti, Ravioli or Pasta (whole wheat or semolina)  
with meatballs, meat sauce or broccoli, garlic and oil;  

or Chicken Fingers with French Fries

HERE’S A TREAT FOR YOU:

Join us weekdays from Oct. 9th through Oct. 31st  
as we give a free bag of individually wrapped 
candies to any child under 12 — Eat-in only

o

Amazing Maize Maze — To 
commemorate the 200th 
anniversary of “The Star 
Spangled Banner,” the Queens 
County Farm picked an 
American fl ag design for its 
annual corn maze. 
When: Oct. 18 through Oct. 26, 
Saturday and Sunday from 11 
am - 4:30 pm
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 75-30 Little Neck 
Parkway, Floral Park
Cost: $9/adults, $5/children 
4-11, Free/children 3 and under
Contact: (718) 347-3276
Website: www.queensfarm.org

Harvest Fest and Pumpkin 
Patch — An afternoon of music, 
nature walks, composting 
demos, food, crafts and beer
When: Sunday, Oct. 19, from 11 
am - 6 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors, $2/
students with ID and children 
3 - 12. Additional fees for some 

activities. 
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Haunted Lantern Tours — Join 
the Urban Rangers on a tour 
of the haunted Fort Totten 
Water Battery. You must be in 
line by 8:15 pm for guaranteed 
admission.
When: Friday, Oct. 24, and 
Saturday, Oct. 25, from 6:30 pm 
- 8:30 pm
Where: Fort Totten Visitor’s 
Center, Totten Road and Cross 
Island Parkway
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Halloween Harvest Festival 
— Socrates Sculpture Park 
hosts its annual festival. Make a 
costume with Socrates artists, 
listen to music, sample food 
and enter your dog in the 
Canine Costume Contest. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 25, 11 

am - 3 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Halloween Festival — 
Northeast Queens Parks 
presents a day of spooky family 
fun, including hay ride, costume 
contests, games and infl atable 
rides. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 25, from 
noon - 3 pm
Where: Fort Totten Park, 422 
Weaver Ave., Bay Terrace
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-4793, ext. 
301
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Fall Festival — Friends of 
Brookville Park sponsor a day 
of infl atables, pumpkin picking, 
free concessions, a family 
costume contest and a folk 
music concert by the Ebony 
Hillbillies. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 25, from 
noon - 4 pm
Where: Brookville Playground 
in Brookville Park, Rosedale
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7370
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

5K Halloween Hustle — 
Take part in the 13th annual 
Totten Trot Foot Race and Fun 
Run to support the Bayside 
Historical Society. Runners are 
encouraged to wear costumes. 
When: Sunday, Oct. 26, check-in 
begins 7:30 am, race starts at 
9 am
Where: Fort Totten Park, 208 
Totten Ave., Bayside
Cost: $35
Contact: (718) 352-1548
Website: www.
baysidehistorical.org

Shocktoberfest — Take 
a haunted hay ride, visit a 
pumpkin patch, jump on the 
infl atables, enjoy crafts, games, 
music and more. 
When: Sunday, Oct. 26, from 1 
pm - 4 pm
Where: Playground for All 

Children, Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 393-7300
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Halloween Dance — This 
event for adults and seniors 
will include dancing, light 
refreshments and a costume 
contest. 
When: Thursday, Oct. 30, from 
6:30 pm - 9 pm
Where: Lost Battalion Hall 
Recreation Center, 93-29 
Queens Blvd., Rego Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 263-1163
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Halloweenfest on the Mall 
— Join the 207th Street Block 
Association as it celebrates the 
season with “Betty” the witch 

telling stories, handing out 
treats and watching the trick-
or-treaters go by. 
When: Friday, Oct. 31, from 4 
pm - 7 pm
Where: 208th Street and 42nd 
Avenue mall
Cost: Free

Children’s Halloween 
Costume Party — Sponsored 
by the United Community Civic 
Association, this party for 
children under 12, includes hot 
dogs, soda, popcorn and prizes. 
An adult must accompany 
every child to the party. 
When: Friday, Oct. 31, from 6:30 
pm - 9:30 pm
Where: Central Restaurant and 
Lounge, 20-30 Steinway St., 
Astoria
Cost: Free

HALLOWEEN HAPPENINGS
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar
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TREAT THE WHOLE FAMILY!

RESTAURANT WEEK
OCTOBER 13 - OCTOBER 30

JOIN US FOR RESTAURANT WEEK

LIVE MUSIC FOR HAPPY HOUR 
Every FRIDAY at 6pm & Every SATURDAY night

Piano singer in the main dining room

10% OFF 
EVERY LUNCH & DINNER

(does not include tax or tip)
Present this ad to your server for 10% discount. Offer cannot be used on 

Wing Night or Taco Tuesday and cannot be used with other specials.
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classes and workshops at 
Steps on Broadway and 
PMT Studios in NYC and 
her students can be seen 
on Broadway in “The Lion 
King,” on television in 
“So You Think You Can 
Dance,” and in companies 
and schools across the 
country, such as American 
Ballet Theatre, Joffrey Bal-
let, LaGuardia Performing 
Arts High School (in LIC) 
and The Ailey School.

“Dances are personal 
movement memories of 
intimate thoughts and re-
flections, designed with no 
other purpose than to be 
shared openly with others,” 
she said.

Specializing in clas-
sical ballet, Argentine 

tango and flamenco for 
20-plus years, Neville has 
performed, taught and cho-
reographed in Europe and 
over 18 countries, includ-
ing Argentina, China, Ja-
pan and Spain.

Choreographer Lu-

cia Rodriguez lives in the 
Jackson Heights-Corona 
area and her collective is 
an up-and-coming contem-
porary dance company that 
focuses on “the dancers’ 
natural and inherent ways 
of moving.” 

For the festival, LRC 
will be showcasing “Dawn,” 
a piece created earlier this 
year at Florida State Uni-
versity’s Days of Dance 
showcase.

Rodriguez has per-
formed with Dumbo Festival 
and Urban Bush Women.

Another festival per-
formance is Tink, described 
as a female duet demon-
strating the nurturing and 
demanding qualities of an 
unconditional relationship, 
and performed to a sooth-
ing and ambient score. 

Movement artist, Mi-
chelle Amara Micca, who 
currently dances for The 
Physical Plant, lives in As-
toria, which she said she 
loves, “especially having 
grown up in the country-
side of Maine...the quieter 
neighborhood feel of Asto-
ria is peaceful after a day in 
the hustle of Manhattan.”

She said Tink evolves 
from quiet, picturesque 
moments and explodes in 

cringing violence and de-
scribes the movement as 
varying from ethereal and 
inviting to contorted and 
aggressive, celebrating 
femininity and strength 
through the exploration of 
two vastly different charac-
ters and their relationship.

Micca said she works 
with “flesh, physicality, 
and form through various 
performance mediums, to 
expose and celebrate essen-

tial human relationships 
and experiences.”

One of her two col-
laborative films, “Space 
Guns,” won Best Film in 
the Sparrow Film Festi-
val 11 at Museum of the 
Moving Image, and since 
moving to the city, she has 
presented her choreogra-
phy at places like the Green 
Space Blooms Festival, and 
Queens Fringe Festival.   

Director/choreogra-
pher, Ariana Champlin, 
whose works have been pre-
sented at venues across the 
United States and Canada, 
including Queens’ Green 
Space Festival, will also be 
performing with her 49th 
Parallel Dance Company. 
She will present an excerpt 
of her new work, “Shades of 
Light,” created for 49th Par-
allel’s show, PATHWAYS, 
in which four choreogra-
phers created a piece with 
life stories and individual 
pathways as their common 
theme. The performance 
is in five sections, each vi-
gnette telling its own story.  

“The audience can 
expect to see the dancers 
move with a fluid athletic 
quality and with a deep 
connection to the emotion 
each excerpt requires,” she 
said. “I’m thrilled to be a 
part of the first year of the 
Festival!  

SHALL WE DANCE?

Continued from Page 33

Michelle Amara Micca (above) performs “Tink.” Astoria res-
ident Ariana Champlin brought her 49th Parallel Dance 
Co. to the Maine seacoast for a photo shoot. 

Photos courtesy Steve Clarke and Thea Champlin

Gingerbread Players present 
Anton Chekhov’s play about the 
decay of Russian’s privileged 
class.
When: Nov. 8 through Nov. 16, 
Saturdays and Sundays
Where: Saint Luke’s Church, 
85 Greenway South, Forest 
Hills
Contact: (718) 268-7772
Website: www.
gingerbreadplayers.org

“The Gingerbread Lady” — 
Neil Simon wrote this dramedy 
about a recovering alcoholic 
lounge singer, which was the 
basis for the Marsha Mason 
movie “Only When I Laugh.”
When: Nov. 14 - 16 and Nov. 
21 - 23
Where: Douglaston 
Community Theatre, Zion 
Church Parish Hall, Church 
Street, Douglaston
Contact: (347) 239-6262

or troubled about some-
thing.”  

The author said she 
didn’t actually set out to 
write kids’ books. 

“Artistically, I do 
whatever I get inspired to 
write or paint or draw. I 
believe artists don’t choose 
the work we do, the work 
chooses us. This particu-
lar little book wanted to be 
made, and it chose me to do 
it.  It’s also entirely possible 
this is my mom’s brain-
child, and she dictated it to 
me from the other side,” she 
said. “Because this little 
critter showed up immedi-
ately after she passed, the 
story came to me complete, 
in one fully formed idea, 
out of the blue, with every 
detail in place, and I’ve 
always felt the story has a 

sweetness about it that is 
more my mom’s personal-
ity than mine.”

So, how does the artist 
feel about Queens’ growing 
creative community?

“It’s wonderful.  Ironi-
cally, I used to live in Long 
Island City and everyone I 
knew was an artist or mu-
sician, but that was before 
there was anything there 
like you see now. It’s kind 
of a running joke that all 
the 12 years I lived in LIC, I 
was hearing about this big 
boom that was coming and 
nothing ever happened.  
The minute I moved out, it 
totally blossomed.  I love 
what’s come up there since 
then, and when I visit I get 
kind of homesick and wish 
I had stayed.”

Denny will have an-
other book signing at the 
Williamsburg Artists & 
Flea in early December. 

And what inspires her?

“I get endless inspira-
tion from the cats, from 
walks in the parks, and 
occasionally from TV and 
popular media.“  

The multi-talented art-
ist is a songwriter, as well. 
Her guitar piece, “Green-
way North” was inspired 
by a walk in Forest Hills 
Gardens. 

Denny’s illustration 
work includes the Power 
Kid series (amazon.com), 
and designs on greeting 
cards and merchandise 
(zazzle.com).  She just fin-
ished illustrating the soon 
to be released book “The 
Cats on My Block,” by Val-
erie Sicignano, founder of 
the NYC Feral Cat Initia-
tive, published by The Hu-
mane Society of New York. 

She said she has at 
least four more book ideas 
waiting for her to get to 
them, as soon as she can 
find the time.

Author
Continued from Page 35

IF YOU GO

Queensboro Dance 
Festival
When: Oct. 20 through 
Oct. 26
Where: Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long 
Island City
Cost: $15/advance, $18/
at door, $35/festival 
pass for any three shows 
plus Opening Night party 
Oct. 20
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Theater
Continued from Page 34

“Damn Yankees” — The 
George Abbott and Douglass 
Wallop classic musical comedy 
includes the standards 
“Whatever Lola Wants,” and 
“You Gotta Have Heart.”
When: Nov. 14 through Nov. 23, 
Friday and Saturday at 8 pm, 
Saturday, Nov. 22 at 3 pm, and 
Sunday at 3 pm
Where: Rockaway Theatre 
Co., Building T4, Fort Tilden, 
Rockaway
Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors 
and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

AUDITIONS

“Lend Me a Tenor” — First 
String Players will hold 
auditions for the Ken Ludwig 
comedy “Lend Me A Tenor.” 
Auditions will be held Sunday, 
Oct. 19, from 1 pm - 3:30 
pm and Monday, Oct. 20, 
from 7 pm - 9:30 pm. For 
more information, e-mail 

fi rststringplayers@gmail.com

“Legally Blonde” — 
Douglaston’s Marathon Theater 
Group plans to hold auditions 
for the musical comedy on 
Oct. 21 and Oct. 22, from 7:30 
pm - 9:30 pm. All roles are 
open. Sheet music is needed 
to audition. A dance audition 
will also be required. For more 
information, call (917) 470-4877 
or (718) 428-1580

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382
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Guide toDINING

2000
Gallagher’s

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd.
Whitestone, NY 11357

(718) 767-3100

���������	

���
����

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

39-40 Bell Blvd.  
Bayside NY 11361

718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53RD DRIVE  MASPETH, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsrestaurant.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

A community 
staple since 
1933

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

THE HOME OF EURO-SOUL CUISINET

TO BE FEATURED IN OUR GUIDE TO DINING CALL FOR INFORMATION: 718.260.4521

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
www.JimmysBayside.com
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Business maintains a warm and fuzzy feeling

All pets are welcome. 
Pet Menu is celebrat-

ing its 25th anniversary 
and everyone is up for a 
party, and a bark. 

A business that start-
ed as a small operation lo-
cated across from the 111th 
Precinct on Northern Bou-
levard in Bayside has been 
expanding since, both in 
qualitative and quantita-
tive terms.

“At the time we opened, 
there was not much around 
here when it came to high-
end nutrition products for 
pets,” said Pet Menu owner 
Abe Kanfer. “We were pio-
neers in superior animal 
nutrition.”

The store, now located 
at 191-15 Northern Blvd., 
provides quality food prod-
ucts for dogs, cats, birds, 
fish, small animals and 
reptiles.

Kanfer said, for ex-
ample, that Pet Menu has 
grain-free foods for dog and 
cats.

“They don’t need 
grains in their diets,” ex-
plained Kanfer. “We re-
move the grains because 
they are not necessary and 
replace them with potato, 
sweet potato or pumpkin.”

Back in September 
1989, Kanfer saw the need 
for his kind of business op-

eration. And soon after, he 
was already searching for 
more space.. 

“We outgrew the mar-
ket and we had to find a big-
ger place,” he said.

That’s why he moved 
several blocks away from 
the original spot. 

“The place we have 

now is three times bigger 
than the first location,” 
said Kanfer. 

But finding the best 
nutrition for pets available 
is an ongoing quest. And at 
Pet Menu, every animal is 
treated individually. 

“We try to get the right 
food for the right pet,” he 

said. “We learn what they 
prefer because not all dogs, 
for example, get the same 
type of food or the same an-
swer.”

And when a pet is not 
feeling 100 percent, the 
store looks for solutions.

Pet Menu transforms 
itself into a doctor’s office 
in case animals have sen-
sitive stomachs or are suf-
fering from allergies, for 
example. 

“We find solutions, but 
the pet owner must be will-
ing to accept a strict change 
in the animal’s nutrition 
habits,” said Kanfer.  

The staff is trained in 
nutrition. And when manu-
facturers come up with new 
and innovative products, 
the employees at Pet Menu 
participate in workshops to 
learn about the new foods 
and stay on top of the is-
sues.

Basically all work-
ers at the business are pet 
owners. Some employees 
specialize in reptiles, oth-
ers in dogs and still others 

in cats.
The operation is a suc-

cess and continues to grow.
Over a year ago, Pet Menu 
expanded to New Hyde 
Park. As for the 25th anni-
versary, the store has been 
giving away raffles to its 
customers all year long. 

“We also have tremen-
dous sales going on,” said 
Kanfer.

He pointed out sup-
pliers and manufacturers 
“put the best bargains out 
there for our customers. 
They helped us in being 
able to have the best prices 
for our products out there. 
We have better pricing,” 
Kanfer said.

The store also runs 
loyalty programs, frequent 
buyers’ initiatives and e-
mail blasts.

“I think there are more 
pet owners than when we 
opened 25 years ago,” Kan-
fer said. “Now, more fami-
lies are making their pets 
part of the family.”
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tended the meeting.
In the following weeks, 

the organizations have to 
fully describe the problem 
and how the jet noise and 
pollution has worsened 
from more than two years 
ago. 

McEneaney said 
Queens Quiet Skies, found-
ed in September 2012, will 
send letters to its members 
and to elected officials in 
the borough asking for 
their input about airplane 
noise issues and possible 
measures to solve them.

With documentation in 
hand, then Schumer “will 
meet with top people at the 
FAA,” McEneaney.

The groups hope 
Schumer’s involvement will 
persuade the FAA to reduce 
air traffic in the New York/
New Jersey area, the coun-
try’s most congested region 
with about 4,000 jets flying 

daily in or out of John F. 
Kennedy International Air-
port, LaGuardia Airport or 
Newark Airport.

It is expected the Dem-
ocratic senator from New 
York will sit down with 
FAA Administrator Mi-
chael Huerta to lay out the 
problem.  

Before the October 
meeting with Schumer, ad-
vocates from Queens and 
Long Island have written 
letters and sent petitions 
to the senator asking him 
to schedule a public meet-
ing to discuss the jet noise 
increase.

Across the country, 
the FAA has organized 
roundtables to try to solve 
jet noise complaints. Some 
of these roundtables took 
place in, for example, Min-
neapolis. 

“He was very surprised 
we didn’t have a function-
ing roundtable with the 
FAA,” said McEneaney.

This month, U.S. Reps. 
Grace Meng (D-Bayside), 

Steve Israel (D-Melville), 
Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) and Carolyn Malo-
ney (D-Astoria) established 
the Quiet Skies Caucus 
with other lawmakers af-
fected by the loud jet noise. 
The new congressional 
caucus also includes repre-
sentatives from California, 
Illinois, Florida, Massachu-

setts and Minnesota.
“Airports can never 

be perfect neighbors, but 
we can take steps to make 
them better neighbors,” 
Crowley said. 

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) was one of the 
first elected politicians to 
speak against the increas-
ing airplane noise. 

“Queens residents 
need real changes and 
that’s what we’ll be looking 
for,” said Avella.

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.  

Continued from Page 5 

Jet noise

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

train lines in western 
Queens are in dire need of 
upgrades,” state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
said. “But it will take a con-

certed effort to make these 
plans a reality. I will keep 
the pressure on the MTA 
to deliver on our transit 
needs.”

Meanwhile, state 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) applauded the 

planned upgrades and 
maintenance projects the 
MTA plans along the No. 
7 line, from 52nd Street in 
Woodside to Mets-Willets 
Point in Corona. Work on 
the stations would begin in 
2017 and finish in 2019.

Subway
Continued from Page 4 

machine doesn’t put up 
candidates or the system 
doesn’t change, we’re not 
going to change who wins,” 
said Avella, an Independent 
Democratic Conference 
member. “The best exam-
ple is Toby Stavisky… She 
doesn’t represent the ma-
jority of the population.”

Stavisky defended 
her record, noting she 
has spend many Sundays 
registering voters in Ko-
rean churches and has won 
Asian-Americans’ votes by 
fighting for their interests.

“There’s only a popu-
lation for one Asian Ameri-
can,” she said, noting that 
ethnic minorities are not 
the only under-represented 

group in Albany.“I happen 
to be the only woman in the 
state Senate from Queens.”

Fauss said Assembly-
men Michael Simanow-
itz (D-Flushing) and 
Edward Braunstein’s (D-
Bayside) districts could 
have swapped territory to 
create a majority Asian-
American seat.

Neither returned re-
quests for comment.

Similarly, she de-
scribed how Assembly-
woman Catherine Nolan’s 
(D-Sunnyside) and state 
Sen. Michael Gianaris’ (D-
Astoria) territory could 
have been adjusted to have 
Latino pluralities.

Nolan did not respond 
to requests for comment.

And Gianaris’ railed 
against the last redistrict-
ing process as a GOP-led 

attack that initially cut his 
home out of the western 
Queens seat.

He and Stavisky lam-
basted the referendum, 
saying other states have 
managed to keep legisla-
tors completely isolated 
from those drawing dis-
trict lines. They noted that 
a judge struck the word 
“independent” from the 
description of the proposed 
commission slated to ap-
pear on ballots.

Gianaris said he be-
lieved the measure also fa-
vored the GOP by requiring 
the Senate to pass lines with 
a simple majority when Re-
publicans controlled it, but 
mandating a super-majori-
ty when Democrats were in 
charge.

Redistrict
Continued from Page 9 

VISIT US AT WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM
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and delays in executing 
construction agreements 
have contributed to the 
program’s struggles, the re-
port said.

“The Department of 
Investigation report con-
firms what Sandy devas-
tated families of southern 
Queens and Rockaway al-

ready knew,” said state As-
semblyman Phil Goldfeder 
(D-Ozone Park), who rep-
resents parts of the Rock-
aways. “It has been nearly 
two years since Sandy and 
while we have made some 
progress, it has been pain-
fully slow. Although recent 
changes at Build it Back 
have been positive, City 
Hall must make Sandy re-
covery a priority and pro-
vide the resources for our 

families to fully recover.”
DOI made a number 

recommendations in the 
report to alleviate the pro-
gram’s problems, which 
the Mayor’s Office of Hous-
ing Recovery Options 
has started to implement. 
These included streamlin-
ing the process by improv-
ing communications and 
getting rid of unnecessary 
environmental tests.

cord.
Efforts to locate Kevin 

Kane, the landlord’s head 
officer, were unsuccessful.

James’ assessment of 
Queens listed 28-02 44 St. in 
Astoria as fourth, with 245 

violations that appear to 
be mostly related to smoke 
and carbon monoxide de-
tectors, electrical wiring 
and pests, and 39-30 59th St. 
in Woodside as fifth, with 
221 infractions spanning 
everything from roach in-
festations to loose ceramic 
tiles.

Neither buildings’ 
landlord could be reached 

for comment.
For the full list, go to 

landlord watchlist.com.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or 
by e-mail at stran gle@c n-
gloc al.com.

overwhelm the city’s over-
crowded public system.

“There are children in 
District 30 who are learning 
in trailers and we’re giving 
17 new charters to organi-
zations that are going to en-
croach on our schools even 
further,” she said. “If we’re 
serious about universal 
Pre-K, we should certainly 

be using public education 
to educate our children. 
There is a shortage of space 
and to co-locate a charter 
school instead of universal 
pre-K is wrong.”

Proponents of charters 
have argued the high-per-
forming schools provide a 
place for children who have 
not thrived under public 
education.

“I’m happy they were 
able to bring a Success 
Academy to our location. 

I used to bus my little girl 
to the school in Brooklyn. 
It was very hard on me,” 
said Stephanie Cummins, 
of Rosedale, whose daugh-
ter, Orianni, started kin-
dergarten at Success Acad-
emy’s Springfield Garden 
school this fall.

“Every child that de-
serves an opportunity to 
go to school and I’m lucky 
my daughter was able to 
get into Success Academy,” 
Cummins added.

that other borough, but I’m 
really interested in what 
you’re doing here,’” said 
Crawford, a Community 
Board 9 member.

The plan has faced 
fierce opposition in south-
ern Queens, however, par-
ticularly from those push-
ing for the reactivation of 
the Rockaway Beach line. 
Transit advocates envision 
the LIRR running trains 
from Rockaway Beach up to 
the Queens Boulevard sub-
way lines or offering LIRR 
service from Penn Station 
to newly-constructed Rego 
Park and Aqueduct LIRR 
stations.  

State Assemblyman 
Phil Goldfeder (D-Rock-
away Beach) said he ex-
pects a study on the compet-
ing vision to be out within 
weeks.

Adam Lubinsky, 
whose design and planning 
firm helped conduct the 
study, said the park would 
cost $120 million, but pro-
ponents anticipate “a large 
sum” coming from federal 

funding, coupled with city 
capital dollars and private 
donations. To date, advo-
cates have raised $1.5 mil-
lion.

Advocates were non-
committal about how long 
it would take to construct 
the QueensWay, saying it 
would unfold in phases 
over at least three years.

The 47 acres eyed for 
the QueensWay are owned 
by the city — 40 are con-
trolled by the Department 
of Citywide Administra-
tion Services and seven 
are mapped parkland, so 
the Friends group said the 
project would not need to go 
through the city’s Uniform 
Land Use Review Process.

Maps show bleachers 
installed in the shade next 
to the Forest Hills Little 
League fields as well as a 
playground and recreation-
al lawn. 

Between Fleet Street 
and Metropolitan Avenue, 
fences and plants would 
serve as buffers to nearby 
residences.

The plan calls for 
bleachers near the Glen-
dale baseball fields, bat-
ting cages, temporary food 

stalls, a farmer’s market 
and outdoor classrooms.

A climbing wall, pavil-
ion, health cafe and outdoor 
exercise equipment are 
slated for the park’s inter-
section with Forest Park.

Due to the spur’s prox-
imity to homes between 
Park Lane South and At-
lantic Avenue, those tracks 
would be surrounded by 
fences and greenery.

The elevated viaduct 
near the southern end of 
the spur would be used for 
sports, games, performanc-
es, movie screenings and 
environmental education. 

QueensWay advocates 
touted the backing of sever-
al elected officials, includ-
ing U.S. Reps. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights), 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
state Assemblyman An-
drew Hevesi (D-Forest 
Hills), state Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) and 
City Councilwoman Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills).
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
spokesman Wiley Norvell 
said, “We look forward to 
continuing conversations 
with stakeholders about the 
future of this asset.”

Continued from Page 1 

Queensway

to come forward.”
Jerry Lamonte, from 

the nearby Big Six Towers 
complex building, said “ac-
cidents are unfortunate, 
but what it’s not unfortu-
nate is leaving the scene of 
an accident.”

The community asked 
for more safety measures 
in the boulevard. 

“Queens Boulevard is 
referred as the boulevard of 
death, but it is surrounded 
by life,” said the legislator.

“This is a very danger-

ous arterial roadway,” said 
Cristina Furlong, of Make 
Queens Safer, an organiza-
tion calling for safer streets 
in the borough.

Also at the rally was 
Denise Smith, of Commu-
nity Board 2 and a resident 
of the Big-Six Towers. 

“We can’t tolerate 
this,” she said. “Enough is 
enough.”

The councilman said 
the bill he authored and 
was recently passed by the 
City Council and will go 
into effect Dec. 29.  It will 
make drivers who leave 
the scene of an accident li-
able for up to $10,000 in civil 

penalties.  
“This is unacceptable 

behavior,” Van Bramer 
said. “It’s a crime.”  

Van Bramer said cops 
from the 108th Precinct 
have doubled the number 
of DWI arrests so far this 
year, and the number of 
speeding tickets issued was 
up about 30 percent.

“We want to make Vi-
sion Zero a reality,” the 
lawmaker said.

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564. 

Continued from Page 1 

Woodside
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Build Back

ket slowed down as only 71 
units were sold in the quar-
ter, a 63 percent decrease 
from the same period in 
2013.

The areas that have 
seen the most sales in the 
borough are Rego Park, 
Forest Hills and Kew Gar-
dens, which had a combined 
375 residential sales, and 
Flushing, which recorded 
320.

Real estate brokers 
said the borough’s neigh-
borhoods with denser hous-
ing, such as Flushing, Jack-
son Heights and Rego Park, 
have had higher numbers 
of sales compared to areas 
like Astoria, where there 
are more one- to three-
family homes, which are 

typically too expensive for 
those looking to buy their 
first home.

“First-time home buy-
ers. may be unable to come 
up with the big down pay-
ments and sometimes all 
cash required to make a 
deal in a market when de-
mand is high,” said Peter 
Horowitz, a real estate bro-
ker, whose firm is based in 
Astoria.

The average sales price 
of co-ops in the borough in-
creased 9 percent and the 
cost of condominiums went 
up 4 percent, according to 
the report.

Long Island City had 
the highest average home 
sales price of any neighbor-
hood in Queens at $824,000.

Beechhurst and Whit-
estone saw the most dra-
matic increase in value 
from last year as the aver-

age price jumped 34 percent 
to $682,000.

“Sales activity has con-
tinued to be strong citywide 
as more transactions are 
completed at higher price 
levels across all property 
types,” said Steven Spinola, 
President of REBNY, which 
is a powerful real estate 
trade association. “This 
holds true particularly 
for Brooklyn and Queens 
where we are seeing many 
new projects come on line.”

The average sales price 
of homes citywide rose 13 
percent to $910,000, buoyed 
by strong rises in Queens, 
Manhattan and Brooklyn.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 4 

Real estate

Continued from Page 4 

Charters

Continued from Page 5 

Landlords

While unsuccessfully 
running for Congress last 
year, Bellone wrote an edi-
torial that said he believes 
the country is declining 

due to high unemployment 
rates and poor foreign pol-
icy.

Jeffries reported hav-
ing $462,319 on hand in 
the latest Federal Election 
Commission filings.

Bellone does not ap-
pear to have met the $5,000 

threshold that requires 
candidates to register cam-
paigns with the FEC.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-e260-4546 or 
by e-mail at strangle@cn-
glocal.com.

Jeffries
Continued from Page 9 
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 

Jordan Agustus’ long 
and close relationship with 
St. John’s will continue.

The St. Mary’s (Man-
hasset) senior forward and 
Baychester native standout 
verbally committed to play 
for St. John’s and women’s 
basketball coach Joe Tar-
tamella last week. Agustus 
chose the Red Storm over 
Rutgers, Miami and South 
Carolina. Tartamella and 
St. John’s began recruit-
ing Agustus in the eighth 
grade. She credited him 
with watching her grow as 
a player and a person. That 
familiarity, comfort and 
trust was something Agus-
tus could not turn her back 
on. 

“I’ve had a strong bond 
with the coach over the 
years,” she said. “He was 
always there from the start 
and never gave up on me.”

The 6-foot-1 Agustus 
believed at first she would 
like to go away from home 

for college, but she is happy 
to stay close at a program 
that has proved how much 
they wanted her over the 
years. She and NYC Heat 
travel ball coach Kevin 
White think she will fit 
well in the Red Storm’s up-
tempo system at the small 
forward spot. 

“I like the way they 
play fast and run a lot,” 
Agustus said. “I just have 
to get into the rhythm of 
that. They fast break and I 
am use to that.”  

The sky is the limit for 
the level of play she could 
develop into.  Agustus’ 
strength and superior skills 
in the paint could also al-
low her to be an undersized 
power forward. She spent 
the summer working to 
improve her jump shot and 
defending guards on the 
perimeter. White calls her 
“enormously gifted” and 
has seen new dedication to 
improving her game from 
her.   

“She can be potential-

Flushing logs its third win
Superhero receiver Hermitt powers Red Devils to another victory

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Keron Hermitt goes by 
many nicknames that he is 
starting to live up to. 

The Flushing senior 
receiver and defensive back 
calls himself “Super K” 
and one of the fans dubbed 
him “Captain K.” He even 
wears a Superman Under 
Armour shirt beneath his 
game jersey. Hermitt cer-
tainly played hero against 
New Utrecht.

The senior collected 
two interceptions and 
hauled in the game-seal-
ing score for host Flush-
ing in a 20-10 victory over 
New Utrecht last Sunday 
in PSAL City Conference 
football. Hermitt even flew 
through the air to make 
a leaping grab in the end 
zone on a 25-yard touch-
down pass by Terrence 
Chavis on fourth-and-goal 
with less than 3:00 to play 
in the game.

“There was a lot go-
ing on,” Hermitt said of the 
game’s final score. “I just 
knew I had to make a big 
play.”

It’s what he did all af-
ternoon along with Chavis. 
It started as he picked off 
New Utrecht quarterback 
Angelo Carrera in the end 
zone to halt a long drive 
after a Flushing fumble. 
Chavis ended the next 
Utes drive with a 13-yard 
touchdown run to make it 
6-0. Hermitt again stopped 
a New Utrecht drive in 
Flushing territory, thanks 
to an interception at the 32-
yard line. Flushing coach 
Jim DeSantis saw perfor-
mances like this coming 

after Hermitt was slowed 
by an ankle injury early in 
the season.

“That ankle is healed 
now,” DeSantis said. “Ev-
ery week it is something 
different with him, catches, 
defending the other team’s 
best kid. We are happy with 
what he does.”

The Utes, who picked 
up a safety, were in the 

prime position to score 
again after lineman Ka-
deen Dryden intercepted 
Chavis, but Flushing (4-2) 
would force a three-and-
out. The lone touchdown 
and lead for New Utrecht 
(3-3) came off a 59-yard pass 
from Walid Othman to Av-
ery Waterton on fake punt 
to make it 10-6 late in the 
third quarter. 

Chavis took it from 
there. The senior signal 
caller raced for a 48-yard 
touchdown up the right 
side to help give his team 
a 13-10 advantage with 43 
seconds left in the game. 
He later eluded a sack by 
Dryden and found Hermitt 
for the final score. New 
Utrecht coach Alan Balkan 

Flushing's Tajmaleeak Becket runs the ball upfield against New Utrecht's Jerrel Wright during the Red 
Devil’s victory over the Utes. Photo by Chris Palermo

Continued on Page 45Continued on Page 45

St. Mary's (L.I.) forward Jordan Agustus, who played her freshman 
year at Mary Louis, verbally committed to St. John's last week. 

Photo by Joseph Staszewski

St. Mary’s forward
chooses St. John’s
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Joanne Persico got 
an extra reminder of what 
she has built during her 
more than two decades at 
St. John’s.

Sure, the St. John’s 
women’s volleyball coach 
got to celebrate her 400th 
career win last weekend, 
but that wasn’t the thing 
that made her really re-
flect. A day later the pro-
gram hosted its alumni 
game. There Perisco was 
reunited with former play-
ers from her 21 years at 
that helm, including ones 
from her team in 1994, the 
school’s first as an NCAA 
program. 

“There are moments I 
look back and I am really, 

really proud,” Persico said. 
“I didn’t have children of 
my own. I feel that by giv-
ing berth to the program I 
have the most wonderful, 
largest group of children 
anyone can ever have.”

The current group 
had to wait a little lon-
ger than they would have 
liked to get her to the mile-
stone. The Red Storm lost 
two straight matches after 
she hit 399. One was a five-
set heartbreaker to Seton 
Hall. 

“I got stuck,” the 
coach said. 

Persico, who has won 
three Big East regular sea-
son titles and one confer-
ence tournament crown, 
finally hit the mark with 
a home victory over 
Providence Saturday. Her 
record stands at 400-263 
heading into this weekend. 
She got to 200 wins back in 
2004 and it took her just a 
few days more to get the 
next 200 in 2014. It is a tes-
tament to the program’s 
consistency.

“It difficult to win at 
this level every year,” Per-
sico said. 

She has done it, how-
ever, and it has allowed 
her to keep doing the job 
she loves. Persico, the Big 
East Player of the Year in 
1987 at Syracuse, joked 

that it is more of a voca-
tion than a job now with 
all the hours its takes to 
run a Division-I program 
in 2014. It is getting the 
chance to shape players’ 
lives and the people at St. 
John’s that make it easy to 
come back. 

Persico had never 
coached before taking the 
job at St. John’s. She cred-
its learning from legend-
ary men’s basketball coach 
Lou Carnesecca, men’s 
soccer coach Dave Masur 
and baseball coach Ed 
Blankmeyer and praised 

her two athletic directors, 
Jack Kaiser and Chris Mo-
nasch, for their efforts to 
help the program. 

“I feel supported,” she 
said. “The program’s done 
well.  I feel we are making 
a difference.” 

The current St. John’s 
team is 13-7 and 2-3 in 
conference play and hop-
ing to make the Big East 
tournament by finishing 
in the top four during the 
regular season. The Red 
Storm has been playing 
recently without its start-
ing setter, but Persico has 
confidence in this squad. 
They have bought into 
what she preaches, which 
has a proven track record 
of success for 21 years.

“They believe in the 
product, so 399 will turn 
into to 400 and now 400 
will hopefully turn into 
401 and 402 this weekend,” 
Persico said. “In this pro-
fession you are only as 
good as our last win, so I 
hope 401 comes quickly.”

    

Joseph 
Staszewski

Block Shots

Veteran Royals to take best shot at soccer title

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO

The move back to the 
top division of the CHSFL 
hasn’t equated well for St. 
Francis Prep. 

The Terriers are still 
in search of their first 
league win. St. Francis 
was not able to put any 
points on the board until 
the third quarter and fell 
to host Mount St. Michael 
39-13 last Saturday after-
noon. The tough season has 
not affected the team’s ef-
fort.  Even when they were 
down, they kept fighting to 
try and rally themselves 
back into the game. 

“The kids never gave 
up,” St. Francis assistant 
coach Richie Carroll said. 
“They kept pushing all day 
long.” 

The Terriers had their 
first scoring chance mid-
way in the second quarter 
when they drove down the 

field to the Mount 25-yard 
line, down 16-0. SFP’s field 
goal attempt went wide 
right. St. Francis offense 
was quiet after that.  Mount 

St. Michael (1-4, 1-3) got two 
rushing touchdowns from 
Jean-Louis Woodley and 
quarterback Darius Hodges 
ran and threw for a score.

St. Francis Prep’s 13 
points came on defensive. 
Senior defensive back Wil-
liam Kobel recovered a 
fumble and returned it 50 

yards for the score with 53 
seconds remaining in the 
third quarter. On the next 
drive Prep was able to re-
cover another fumble on a 

failed option play that was 
recovered and returned for 
a score of 45 yards by junior 
linebacker Corin Brown. 

“The defense played 
tough all day,” Carroll said. 
“The opportunity arose for 
them to put the ball in the 
end zone and they did it. 
I have to tip my hat to the 
kids for never giving up 
and continuing to play.” 

The Terriers (1-5, 0-4) 
have struggled after the 
graduation of a talented 
senior group. They still see 
time to improve to make a 
post-season run.

“Every week we are 
working to get better and 
better, knowing the play-
offs are upcoming,” Carroll 
said. “We are putting to-
gether strong performanc-
es in practice. As long as 
we keep working hard and 
are trying to get better, we 
will put the best product 
out there for the playoffs.” 

St. Francis Prep still searching for fi rst CHSFL win

St. Francis Prep quarterback Robert Einersen runs the ball during the second quarter. Photo by Gina Palermo

J.C. Obregon has his Christ the King team in position to challenge for a CHSAA Class AA Intersectional 
title. Photo by Joseph Staszewski
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ly fantastic,” White said. “It 
is all going to come down to 
how much Jordan wants it, 
and I think she wants it a 
lot ,and how hard Jordan is 
going to work.”

Agustus joins a St. 
John’s program that has 
been to five straight NCAA 
tournaments and reached 

the Big East title game 
last season. But before she 
heads to Queens, Agustus 
has her mind set on leading 
a talented St. Mary’s team 
to a CHSAA Class AA state 
title and trip to Albany for 
the state Federation tour-
nament. 

She averaged 15.3 
points and 9.1 rebounds 
per contest last year and 
poured in 29 points to lead 

St. Mary’s to a 66-59 win 
over rival St. Anthony’s in 
the diocesan title game. 

 “It takes a lot off your 
shoulders and you can fo-
cus on the team,” Agustus 
said. “We want to win a 
championship and go fur-
ther this year.”

She won’t have to go 
far when her career con-
cludes, however.  

Follow us on 
Facebook:

facebook.com/
timesledger

Augustus

knew Chavis was capable of 
beating his club in multiple 
ways. 

“He made a couple of 
big play, three with his feet 
and then he made a big play 
with his arm,” Balkan said. 
“They got a kid who is mak-

ing those plays.”
Flushing is also mak-

ing its way up the league 
standings during a critical 
point in the schedule with 
games against South Shore 
and Tottenville in the final 
three weeks. The Red Dev-
ils are on a three-game win-
ning streak and their only 
defeats were to the league’s 
two unbeaten teams. They 

face a Kennedy team that 
is neck-and-neck with them 
in the standings next week.

“This game was im-
portant,” Chavis said of 
beating New Utrecht. “In 
the standings we were be-
hind them. We needed to 
win this game so we can 
pass them and have more 
power points.”

Hermitt

Continued from Page 43

Continued from Page 43
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McClancy heads toward crown
BY STEPHEN ZITOLO

Monsignor McClancy’s 
journey to a fourth straight 
CHSAA Class A soccer city 
championship remains on 
track. 

McClancy came away 
with a 2-0 victory over 
South division rival and 
visiting St. Joseph’s by The 
Sea last Friday. The Cru-
saders scored late in both 
halves to earn the win and 
keep their undefeated sea-
son rolling. Both teams 
came into the game unbeat-
en and played to a 1-1 tie in 
their first meeting Sept. 
17. McClancy gave a better 

effort in this one to move 
into sole possession of first 
place. 

“Last game we didn’t 
play well in the midfield,” 
Crusaders junior Arsenije 
Matovic said. “This time 
we played well in the mid-
field and were able to finish 
the job.” 

Matovic scored Mc-
Clancy’s first goal late in 
the first half when he was 
able to get a low strike past 
the reach of the keeper. Sea 
(6-1-4) was almost able to 
change the game’s momen-
tum on a free kick midway 
through the second half. 
The ball ricocheted off the 

crossbar, but did not find 
the back of the net. McClan-
cy put the finishing touches 
on the victory when a long 
pass by Paul Morales into 
St. Joseph’s box was put 
into the net by senior Jus-
tin Cintron to make it 2-0 in 
the 76th minute. 

“A 1-0 game is very 
close,” Cintron said. “A win 
isn’t secure with a one-goal 
lead, so I tried my best to 
finish the game off and give 
us a good a lead.” 

McClancy (7-0-2) is try-
ing to keep its run atop the 
CHSAA Class A division go-
ing, but with the loss of two 
of last year’s leading scor-

ers in Joey Mifsud and Mi-
chael Ferrara the goal scor-
ing duties are being picked 
up by seemingly a different 
player each time out.  

“The goal scoring is 
coming from all over the 
field,” Crusaders coach Mi-
chael Sylvester said. “Our 
top scorer may have only 
three or fours goals.” 

The team knows that 
being the best team in the 
league for the last three sea-
sons means every opponent 
will be trying to knock off 
them off. Cintron and his 
teammates are embracing 
that challenge. 

“We all have a pretty 

good idea of what it takes,” 
he said. “We have won three 
years in a row. We know we 
have a target on our backs 
and we go into every game 
giving a hundred percent.” 

For all the players on 

the McClancy squad, they 
have known one thing 
throughout their varsity 
careers and that’s winning. 
They want that to contin-
ue. 

Cross outlasts Chaminade in OT
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Joshua Evans hadn’t 
played since hurting his 
hand against Stepinac 
three weeks ago, but the ju-
nior delivered when given 
the chance to revive the 
Knights’ season.

 Evans, the starter 
when the year began, came 
off the bench in the second 
half to throw two touch-
down passes to help lead the 
Knights to a 20-14 double 
overtime victory over the 
Flyers in a CHSFL game 
last Sunday at Bayside Ath-
letic Complex.

 “We felt we had to 
throw the ball a little bit 
and Josh gives us that,” 
Holy Cross coach Tom 
Pugh said.

 The two teams headed 

into the extra session tied 
at 7-7 after Evans answered 
a Chaminade score with a 
71-yard touchdown pass to 
Ahmed Bah. The Flyers had 
a chance to win in the clos-

ing seconds of regulation 
with a field goal, but the 
Knights defense blocked it.  

 Evans connected 
again with Bah for a score 
in the first overtime, but 
Chaminade (2-4, 1-3) re-
sponded with a touchdown 
of its own to tie the score at 
14-14. The Knights’ defense 
then made the play of the 
game as Stephen Barongi 
and Co. stopped the Fly-
ers on the fourth down 
from the 12-yard line. Nick 
Austin also recovered two 
fumbles.

 A pass to Bah even-
tually set up the wining 
touchdown run by Chris 
Manfre. The effort provid-
ed Holy Cross (2-4, 2-2) with 
its second straight win and 
put it back in the ‘AAA’ 
playoff picture.    

Holy Cross quarterback 
Joshua Evans came off 
the bench to spark his 
team against Chaminade. 

Photo by Joseph Staszewski

McClancy's Arsenije Matovic intercepts the ball and adavances it 
up field. Photo by Gina Palermo
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TL Davidov Law Group Invites You to a
Free Workshop on Wills, Trusts & Nursing Home Asset Protection

Learn How to Protect Your Assets
And Provide for Your Loved Ones
At the workshop, we will discuss several issues including:

 

    (Hint: Not all Powers of Attorney  are valid!)

Attend this free workshop and receive a FREE no obligation private consultation with 
Attorney Michael Davidov or Ilana Davidov to answer any questions about

 setting up your estate plan ($350.00 value).

Michael Davidov, Esq., CFP®, and Ilana Davidov, Esq., will be the featured speakers:

Noted estate planning and elder law attorneys, the Davidovs specialize in all the critical 
aspects of taxes, estate and long-term care planning, and providing legacies for loved ones. 
These workshops are informative and easy to understand. Recognized as a SuperLawyer 
Rising Star in 2013, Michael Davidov is also a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERTM.

Seating is limited! Register today!

Call us Today at 888-836-3909 or
Register online at www.davidovlaw.com

888-836-3909 
Your RSVP Code # CNG1017

Your family’s troubles only start with the funeral. Even if you 
think you’ve taken care of your family with a will or a living 
trust, recent legal activity shows your family could lose most 
or all of your estate. Our free workshop will reveal if your 
family is at risk and how to fix the problem if they are.

WOODSIDE
Tuesday, October 21

10:00 AM
(Continental Breakfast)

Donovan’s
57-24 Roosevelt Avenue

REGO PARK
Tuesday, October 21

3:00 PM
(Refreshments)

Maurya
63-108 Woodhaven Boulevard

GLENDALE
Wednesday, October 22

11:00 AM
(Refreshments)

Atlas Park
8000 Cooper Avenue Room 8312

HOWARD BEACH
Thursday, October 23

10:00 AM
(Continental Breakfast)

Vetro
164-49 Crossbay Boulevard

SOUTH RICHMOND HILL
Thursday, October 23

3:00 PM
(Refreshments)

Villa Russo
118-16 101st Avenue

EAST ELMHURST
Saturday, October 25

10:00 AM
(Continental Breakfast)

Bruno’s
88-25 Astoria Boulevard

Reserve Your Seat

SAVE YOUR 

FAMILY 

$11,500 

PER MONTH

80-02 Kew Gardens Road, Suite 605
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

Attend One of These Workshops and Receive A
FREE 1 Hour Consultation

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING


