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BY JUAN SOTO

The Metropolitan 
Transit Authority is not 
just looking at the under-
served southeast Queens 
neighborhoods to improve 
public transportation ser-
vice, especially bus lines.

Although southeast 

Queens riders endure the 
longest commuting times 
in the city, the state agency 
also decided to look up to 
the north of the borough. 

The MTA announce 
that is launching a full 
study to improve bus ser-
vice in northeast Queens 
and examine the effects 

of the service cuts imple-
mented in the area about 
five years ago. 

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) said the cost of 
the study will be $500,000, 
money allocated in the 
State Executive Budget. 

“When I announced 
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BY JUAN SOTO

This is a tough final exami-
nation, one that students don’t 
have to memorize to be ready for 
it but need to do lots of research to 

make the right choice.  
Decision time is upon the 

borough’s  eighth-graders who 
must choose which high school 
they would like to enroll in for the 
next four-years of their academic 

life.
According to the U.S. News 

and World Report survey,  11 of 
the state’s top 100 high schools are 
in “The World’s Borough.”

Two of the academic centers 

are in the exclusive top 10 list.
The borough’s top school, ac-

cording to the report, is Townsend 
Harris High School in Flushing. 
It ranks fifth in the state  in the 
U.S. News & World Report, only 
behind High School Studies at Le-
hman College (The Bronx); Bronx 
High School of Science; Brooklyn 
Latin School: and High School for 
Dual Languages and Asian Stud-
ies (Manhattan).

Townsend Harris High 
School has a perfect 100 percent 
graduation rate, and a 91.1 percent 
college readiness. It has 1,143 stu-
dents and 54 teachers. Only about 
5 percent of applicants make it in. 
All of its graduating students go 
to college.  

Nationally, Townsend Har-
ris High School is ranked 40, ac-
cording to the report. The top 
high school is the School for the 
Talented and Gifted, located in 
Texas.    

Also on the top 10 state list is 
Queens High School for the Sci-
ence at York College, located with-
in the CUNY campus in down-
town Jamaica. The school has a 
98 percent graduation rate, and 

Vice President Joe Biden visited Vaughn College this week to talk about upgrading LaGuardia and JFK airports with 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo and other elected officials.  See story on Page 3.  Photo by Chris Palermo

SPECIAL GUEST

BY JUAN SOTO

Now that another city Board 
of Standards and Appeals hearing 
is nearing, opposition is mounting 
again against plans by the Indian 
Cultural and Community Center 
to break ground in Bellerose to 
construct a four-story building 
on the site of the   Creedmoor Psy-
chiatric facility campus.  

The group originally con-
vinced lawmakers to sell the par-
cel to build a community center.

It soon changed plans, pro-
posing to build two nine-story 
buildings instead of the original 
one-story community center and 
athletic field. 

The new development plans 
irked the community, and the 
ICCC again changed its mind and 
argued in favor of building the 
two structures, but keeping them 
to only six stories..

The fourth and latest idea 
shrank to the one-building with a 
recreational center on the roof. 

“We are not against the ICCC 
if they build what they said they 
would,” said Jerry Wind, presi-
dent of the Bellerose Hillside Civ-

BY BILL PARRY

Leaders of Planned Parenthood NYC joined 
with a dozen elected officials for a groundbreak-
ing ceremony for their $9 million health care cen-
ter in Long Island City last week. Construction 
at the site  -- a former hardware store and office 

Planned Parenthood breaks
ground on LIC health clinic

The MTA plans to study bus service in the 
borough. 

Bellerose asks
city to reject
Indian center

Two boro schools on top 10 list
U.S. News ranks Townsend Harris No. 5 in state, Queens HS for Science No. 8

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 9

MTA to study Queens bus lines
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 The Complete 
History of 
Comedy 
(Abridged!)

This  bawdy adult comedy takes 
audiences on a rollicking ride 
through centuries of laughter, 
from the high-brow to the low-
brow, from the ancient Greeks 
and Shakespeare to Vaudeville 
and Charlie Chaplin, from “The 
Daily Show” to Anthony Weiner!

“My cheeks still hurt 
from laughing so much. 
Way, way too funny!”  

-The Cincinnati Enquirer
October 25 & 26, 2014 
Saturday at 2 pm & 8 pm 
Sunday at 3 pm 
Tickets: $25- $35  
Member price: $31.50
Box Office: 718.760.0064 
queenstheatre.org

Keynote Speaker: Michael 
D. Whalen, C.M., S.T.D., 
a Vincentian priest and 
professor of sacramental 
theology and spirituality at 
St. John’s University.

Workshop Presenters: 
Carmen I Vazquez, Ph.D.; 
Bishop Guy Sansaricq; Jean 
Tropnas, M.D.; Rev. Patrick 
H. Longalong; Elissa Brown, 
Ph.D.; Brother Andre Mathieu, C.P.; Sr. Kathleen 
Masterson, R.S.M; and more...

Workshop Themes: Grieving with Latinos; Asian 
Beliefs and Cultural Practices that Support Heal-
ing; Male and Female-Different Journeys to Heal-
ing; Understanding Our Grief; The Haitian Grief 
Journey; Children, Trauma and Loss; How to Create 
a Parish Bereavement Support Group; and more ...
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Vice President Joe 
Biden came to Queens Mon-
day to announce an am-
bitious revitalization for 
LaGuardia Airport, which 
he recently compared to a 
“third world country.”

The vice president 
joined Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
to kick off a design com-
petition that will seek to 
completely renovate four of 
the state’s aging airports, 
including JFK and LaGuar-
dia.

“It’s unacceptable 
LaGuardia has the worst 

passenger service in the 
world,” Biden said in a han-
gar at Vaughn College, at 
86-01 23rd Ave.

Biden criticized the 
state of LaGuardia in Feb-
ruary, saying “If I blind-
folded you and took you 
to LaGuardia Airport in 
New York, you must think, 
‘I must be in some third 
world country.’”

He maintained on 
Monday that while the 
amenities of the airport are 
deplorable, the staff is first 
rate.

“Your emphasis, Mr. 
Vice President, on infra-
structure and transporta-

tion and your long-held 
belief that infrastructure 
is the key to economic de-
velopment in this nation is 
exactly right,” Cuomo said 
to Biden. “We’ve heard it 
in New York. We’ve heard 
your message and we’re 
acting on it.”

The revitalization 
project will work within 
airports’ existing physical 
framework to bring them 
“into the 21st century,” 
Cuomo said. The plan will 
also improve amenities at 
both airports and could in-
corporate new transit links 
to LaGuardia via the Long 
Island Rail Road and a pos-

sible new ferry service.
The competition will 

start within 30 days and 
applicants will then have 
60 days to submit designes. 
Three finalist will be se-
lected shortly after that 
and will each win $5,000.

The winning design 
will be built in conjunc-
tion with a $3.6 billion Port 
Authority plan to renovate 
LaGuardia’s central termi-
nal. The new central termi-
nal project is already in the 
works and will continue as 
planned, Cuomo said.

Cuomo announced he 
was taking control of the 
terminal redevelopment 

projects well as construc-
tion plans at JFK in his an-
nual address at the begin-
ning of the year.

When asked by a re-
porter how he will bal-
ance Queens’ residents’ 
concerns about airplane 
noise with the new project, 
Cuomo said “that is going 
to be one of the questions. 
I’m a Queens boy. I under-
stand the issue. The air-
ports are not going to leave. 
So the issue of airport noise 
is going to be here and it’s 
something we’ll have to 
deal with throughout the 
process.”

The Stewart Interna-

tional Airport in Newburgh 
and Long Island’s Republic 
Airport are also set to be 
redeveloped as part of the 
plan and their renovation 
will allow for them to take 
more cargo shipments, re-
ducing the burden on the 
airports in Queens, Cuomo 
said earlier.

The governor did not 
say how much the project 
could potentially cost as the 
designs would first need to 
be chosen and finalized.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Biden, Cuomo announce revitalization of boro’s airports
Governor launches design competition to bring aging LaGuardia and JFK into 21st century

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Jamaica may provide the 
stage artists are scouring the city 
for, one study suggests.

An 18-month analysis on art 
workspace in Queens by Explor-
ing the Metropolis Inc., which 
connects artists and performance 
facilities in the city, found Jamai-
ca is ripe for an artistic revival.

David Johnson, Exploring 
the Metropolis’ executive direc-
tor, told the Greater Jamaica De-
velopment Corp. at its quarterly 
meeting last week that the neigh-
borhood could take steps to bol-
ster its attractiveness to artists, 
including soliciting an affordable 
loft development.

“Jamaica  is so well-posi-
tioned in terms of transit, it just 
seems like low hanging fruit,” 
Johnson told nearly 50 peopled 
gathered in the Harvest Room 
Oct. 15. “With the upcoming de-
velopment, it’s a great opportuni-
ty to really focus on artists’ live-
work space, find the space, find 
the developers who can do this.”

Johnson noted an East Har-
lem school that was transformed 
into a 90-unit live-work develop-
ment for working artists received 
53,000 applications.

“Clearly, there is a demand 
for this,” he said.

The Greater Jamaica Devel-

opment Corp. leaders expressed 
interest in buttressing the area’s 
creative capital, saying it spurs 
economic development and per-

sonal fulfillment.
Andrew Manshel, executive 

vice president of the development 
corporation, presented a slide of 

properties with potential for ar-
tistic uses, such as a former bank 
at 90-34 161st St. now vacant save 
for a tattoo parlor, a former cham-
ber of commerce building at 89-31 
161st St. up for sale and the Ice 
House. 

Manshel said the Economic 
Development Corporation had 
pooled $200,000 to $300,000 for po-
tentially turning a 19th century 
ice house at 183-16 Jamaica Ave. 
in to an incubator, but the prop-
erty remained in the hands of a 
private landlord who rents it to 
artists.

“Maybe they can take it and 
create an arts incubator space,” 
Manshel said. “We’d very much 
like to see Jamaica fulfill its po-
tential as an affordable place for 
a diverse group of artists to live 
and work.”

The study found northeast 
Queens’ did not need much help 
spurring its arts scene, Flush-
ing required more analysis and 
southwestern Queens did not re-
spond in large enough numbers to 
examine, according to Johnson.

He said 93 percent of danc-
ers and 90 percent of theater 
performers indicated they were 
not willing to pay more than $20 
an hour for rehearsal space, but 
only 54 percent of dance spaces 
and 29 percent of theater facilities 
charge that rate or less.

Johnson and Manshel both 
ticked off auditoriums in south-
east Queens readily available for 
dancers, actors and other perfor-
mance groups. But Johnson sug-
gested government subsidies for 
art facilities may be of use.

The study showed northwest 
Queens’ performing arts organi-
zations tended to have the most 
money — $895,405, compared to 
northeast groups’ $659,741, south-
west institutions’ $596,824 and the 
southeast organizations’ $192,479.

“There is very little philan-
thropic infrastructure in Queens. 
You have all these large founda-
tions that have no pattern of giv-
ing here, and we’re not really 
sure how to address that,” John-
son noted. “But it’s a problem.”

David Johnston, executive director of Exploring the Metropolis Inc., discusses 
the non-profit’s study of art facilities in Queens. Photo by Sarina Trangle

Jamaica group eyes ways to lure artists

We’d like to see Jamaica 
as an affordable place 
for a diverse group of 

artists to live and work.

Andrew Manshel
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BY BILL PARRY

The chorus of opposi-
tion to the Astoria Cove de-
velopment project is getting 
bigger and louder. 

City Councilman 
Costa Constantinides (D-
Astoria) has been a vocal 
critic of the plan but during 
a City Coucil subcommit-
tee hearing Monday he was 
joined by City Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer and two 
councilmen from Brooklyn 
 all saying that 2030 Astoria 
Developers’ offer to provide 
just 20 percent of affordable 
housing unity was inad-
equate.

 Councilman Jumaane 
Williams (D-Flatbush) 
called the project “atro-
cious,” while Councilman 
Antonio Reynoso (D-Bush-
wick) told the developers 
“You guys are way off” with 
their plan to build a 1,723-
unit megaproject along Pot 
Cove on the Queens water-
front. Reynoso criticized 
the 20 percent of afford-
able housing units, saying, 
“80-20 is something that 
comes from the old book of 
Bloomberg. It is something 
that we thought has failed 
the communities, especial-
ly communities of color and 
low-income communities.”

The Brooklyn contin-
gent may have been swayed 
by a City Hall protest Sat-
urday where Alma Realty’s 
plans to deregulate 700 rent-
al units in Crown Heights 

was called into question. 
Alma Realty is part of the 
consortium of partners be-
hind the project called 2030 
Astoria Developers.

Councilwoman Laurie 
Cumbo (D-Crown Heights) 
said, ”They’re demonstrat-
ing irresponsible develop-
ment.” She added that Alma 
has a history of underpay-
ing black and Hispanic con-
struction workers, accord-
ing to the New York Times.

City Comptroller Scott 
Stringer testified at the 
Council Hearing after tak-
ing part in Saturday’s pro-
test. 

“The proposal for af-
fordable housing at Astoria 
Cove will set a precedent 
for our city,” he said. “The 
stakes are high, we have to 
get this right. An analysis 
of Alma Realty’s plan for 
developing affordable units 
shows that the city’s man-
datory inclusionary zoning 
laws could permit the ma-
jority of units to be essen-
tially market rate. If we’re 
going to meet the  city’s 
goal of creating 200,000 af-
fordable housing units, it 
cannot be achieved through 
this type of deal.”

Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
has been preaching that 
message throughout the ap-
proval process. 

“Over the last several 
months Community Board 
1 and the Queens borough 
president voiced their con-

cerns about this develop-
ment,” he said. “Today the 
public was given the oppor-
tunity to be heard on the 
Astoria Cove proposal. It 
is clear that the framework 
for 21st century develop-
ment dictates that when 
public resources are used 
for a project, the commu-
nity must benefit as a re-
sult. As the process moves 
toward our November vote, 
we will work with the de-
veloper to provide ample af-
fordable housing, good jobs 
both during and after the 
construction process, and 
dramatically increase pub-
lic transportation options 
on and off the peninsula.”

Not all the voices were 
in opposition to the project 
at Monday’s hearing. The 
1.7 million-square-foot de-
velopment would create 
1,000 jobs and introduce 
new cooperative business-
es owned by neighborhood 
residents, according to 2030 
Astoria Developers.

“The Queens Chamber 
of Commerce believes this 
project is and will be a great 
addition for our borough 
and for Astoria,” Chamber 
Executive Director Jack 
Friedman said. “We whole-
heartedly endorse and sup-
port the project and the 
many advantages it will 
represent for the local com-
munity for generations to 
come.”

Housing critics blast
plan for Astoria Cove

The Astoria Cove project hits turbulance at a City Council subcommitte hearing. 
Graphic courtesy Studio V
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

After serving five 
years in the slammer 
for racketeering, Brian 
McLaughlin is a free man.

The disgraced former 
assemblyman was released 
from prison Oct. 10, accord-
ing to the Federal Bureau 
of Prisons.

McLaughlin was a 
widely respected politician 
and head of the city’s pow-
erful Central Labor Coun-
cil before he was arrested 
in 2006 and charged with 43 
counts of racketeering.

He admitted to embez-
zling millions of dollars 
from the Electchester Little 
League, labor groups and 
his own re-election com-
mittee. He pleaded guilty 
in 2009 to one count of rack-
eteering and one count of 
making false statements.

McLaughlin was first 
elected to represent Flush-
ing in the state Assembly 
in 1992 and was president 

of Local 3 of the. He did not 
run for re-election after he 
was arrested and left office 
at the end of 2006.  Before 
his downfall he had been 
mentioned as a possible 
Democratic candidate for 
mayor.

Though he was ini-
tially sentenced to 10 years, 
his penalty was slashed for 
good behavior and because 
he cooperated with pros-
ecutors by wearing a wire 
in their investigations of 
other public officials, in-
cluding late Assemblyman 
Anthony Seminario, court 
documents show.

Michael Armstrong, 
McLaughlin’s attorney, 
did not return requests for 
comment.

Seminerio’s conviction 
relied heavily on McLaugh-
lin’s cooperation because 
he had vouched for an un-
dercover FBI agent who 
was posing as a developer, 
prosecutors said in court 
documents.

BY JUAN SOTO
 

Some College Point 
neighbors have had it with 
several commercial busi-
nesses that took over a 
street by using the sidewalk 
to pile up construction ma-
terials and debris.

Neighbors said the 
situation had become dan-
gerous and complained 
that parts of the sidewalk 
were now off-limits to them 
because of all the heavy 
material, including metal 
beams and pallets, lined up 
on the street. 

“I’ve lived here for over 
40 years,” said Jim Single-
tary, leader of the 28th Av-
enue Block Association. 
“We have a right to use the 
sidewalks and the streets in 
our neighborhood.  These 
businesses have taken that 
away from us.”

Singletary was refer-
ring to some commercial 
companies located along 
124th Street and 28th Av-
enue.

Their complaints 
reached state Sen. Tony 
Avellas’s (D-Bayside) of-
fice.

The senator said he 
also noticed the illegal ac-
tivity during this year’s Me-
morial Day Parade. Avella 
wants the city to take action 
against the businesses. 

Avella pointed out that 
only the Department of 
Sanitation “had bothered 
to investigate and issue 

summons.”
But residents and the 

senator want more to be 
done. 

“While I appreciate 
the Department of Sanita-
tion’s response, clearly a 
few summons is not enough 
to resolve this problem,” 
Avella said. “Whatever 
sidewalk was here was 
completely destroyed and 
construction material and 
trash have taken over, leav-
ing dangerous, unsanitary 
and unsightly conditions.”

Avella said he con-
tacted more city agencies, 
but only the Department of 
Sanitation took action.  

While residents and 
Avella were on the scene, 
Department of Sanitation 
agents issued additional 
summonses to some of the 
commercial businesses.

“That’s great that they 
are taking affirmative ac-
tion,” Avella said. “But 
the businesses representa-
tives acknowledged that for 
these owners, fines are just 

the cost of doing business.”
The Democratic sena-

tor asked other city agen-
cies “to take a real next step 
and seize materials and de-
bris that these businesses 
have deposited here,” re-
ferring to the construction 
materials piled up on the 
sidewalk in College Point.

“We had three near-
accidents here in the last 
year,” Singletary said. 
“We’ve been fighting this 
since 2011.” Brian McLaughlin was released from jail recently after serving six 

years for stealing public funds.

Sen. Tony Avella and residents said sidewalks in some College Point streets are piled up with con-
struction materials from local businesses. Photo courtesy Tony Avella

McLaughlin freed 
from federal prison

Avella seeks safer sidewalks
College Point neighbors say commercial businesses pile up materials
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Elmhurst street renamed 
for hero cop from 110th

BY BILL PARRY

The mournful skirl of 
bagpipes filled the air and 
nearly a hundred police of-
ficers stood at attention as 
95th Street and 43rd Avenue 
in Elmhurst was co-named 
“P.O. Robert Ehmer Place” 
last week. 

Officer Ehmer died 
from 9/11-related cancer in 
2010 at the age of 47 after an 
illustrious 20 years on the 
force, most of them at the 
110th Precinct one block 
away.

“He was a hard-work-
ing, reliable, knowledge-
able yet quiet and unassum-
ing guy,” Deputy Inspector 
Ronald Leyson, the current 
commander of the precinct, 
said at last Friday’s event. 
He was also a hero.

Robert Ehmer re-
ceived 11 medals for excel-
lence during his career 
and he was awarded an-
other medal posthumously 
for distinguished service. 
He supplemented his po-
lice work as an emergency 
medical technician for the 
former St. John’s Hospital, 
which closed in 2009.

Ehmer, the EMT, raced 
to the World Trade Center 
in his St. John’s ambulance 
after the attacks on Sept. 
11, 2001.

 “After the second tow-
er collapsed he came back 
here to the 110, changed 
into his police uniform and 
went right back in his squad 
car,” his sister, Annette Eh-
mer, said. “He went to work 
on the pile for four months 
after that.”

Her older brother re-
tired from the NYPD in 
2005 and was found to have 
Stage 4 renal failure car-
cinoma nearly two years 
later. Annette believes the 
cancer was a direct re-
sult of his time working at 
Ground Zero.

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst), who sponsored 

the street co-naming, said, 
“I grew up in this very 
neighborhood, so I find 
it very poignant that his 
name is on this corner. She 
added her support for the 
New York Congressional 
Delegations efforts to have 
the Zadroga Act reautho-
rized.

“All these years later 
and we’re still losing our 
heroes,” Ferreras said. “We 
have to protect those that 
died because they were pro-
tecting us.” 

The Zadroga Act pro-
vides financial and medi-
cal relief to first respond-
ers and their families as 
well as anyone affected by 
the toxic air that blanketed 
Manhattan in the weeks fol-
lowing the attacks. The two 
critical programs are set to 
expire in October 2015 and 
October 2016. 

“My brother died be-
fore those benefits came 
in,” Annette said. “He had 
lost his insurance and 
they put him on Medicare. 
But I think of all the other 
first responders who can’t 
even afford milk because 
they’re paying out of pock-
et. They’re sick and they’re 
dying and they need help. 
Zadroga’s not perfect but 
it’s something.”

Deputy Inspector Ley-

son agreed: “It definitely 
needs to be extended and 
not just for police officers. 
It’s for the firefighters and 
even the iron workers who 
worked on the pile.”

According to U.S. Sen. 
Kirsten Gillbrand (D-N.Y.), 
more than 2,900 people 
have been diagnosed with 
cancers caused or made 
worse by the aftermaths of 
the attacks and nearly 1,350 
NYPD and FDNY members 
are facing serious 9/11-re-
lated illnesses and have 
had to leave their jobs. 

Leyson is all too famil-
iar with the issue, having 
lost Sergeant Paul Ferrara 
to 9/11-related cancer in 
August. Ferrara spent the 
final eight years of his 22-
year career at the 110th 
Precinct. “In a couple of 
years we’ll be doing all this 
again,” he said.

Annette Ehmer said 
her family is proud of her 
brother’s recognition. 

“We’re thrilled that 
his name is there and he’ll 
be membered,” she said. 
“Robert had no children of 
his own, so this is his lega-
cy, this is what lives on.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.

Annette Ehmer stands next to the street sign co-named for her 
brother Robert. Photo by Bill Parry

VISIT US AT WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM
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BY JUAN SOTO
 

The alarms went off 
in Bayside, even before the 
fire. 

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) said the 
city is contemplating open-
ing an emergency homeless 
shelter in the Bayside area 
in the coming months, and 
community leaders and 
elected officials immediate-
ly expressed outrage about 
those proposed plans.

The exact location is 
not known, but the law-
maker said the site is in an 
overlapping area of his dis-
trict and Assemblywoman’s 
Nily Rozdic (D-Flushing). 

The Department of 

Homeless Services denied 
any plans for a Bayside shel-
ter. But DHS is planning 
to create  new emergency 
shelters in the borough. 
For now, the only neigh-
borhood being specifically 
mentioned by name is Far 
Rockaway, where residents 
and leaders oppose the proj-
ect.

“DHS has no plans 
for a shelter in Bayside at 
this time,” a DHS spokes-
man said. “However, as 
the agency sheltering New 
York’s most vulnerable, it 
is our hope that communi-
ties across the city can find 
compassion to help and em-
brace these New Yorkers as 
they rebuild their lives so 

they can soon contribute to 
a stronger New York from 
which we can all benefit.”

Bayside is not alone on 
the city’s map.

District managers 
from the borough’s commu-
nity boards met recently 
with Borough President 
Melinda Katz to discuss 
the city’s plans for shelters, 
among other topics.

There is no official 
word on the number of shel-
ters slated for the borough. 

Sources at the bor-
ough president’s office said 
Katz is trying to schedule 
a meeting with DHS offi-
cials to find out about spe-
cific plans for shelters in 
Queens.  

“We don’t know any-
thing about it,” said Susan 
Seinfeld, CB 11’s district 
manager. “We will keep an 
eye on this; that’s the only 
thing we can do until there 
is some sort of announce-
ment.”

CB 11 and elected offi-
cials will be at the frontline 
of this particular battle. 

“I don’t think anyone 
would be happy about this 
proposal,” Seinfeld said. 

“Of all the places to 
target for an emergency 
homeless shelter, Bayside, 
one of the most residential 
neighborhoods in New York 
City with an extreme lack 
of public transportation op-
tions, is not even remotely 

appropriate,” said Vallone. 
The lawmaker is “ve-

hemently” opposed to the 
idea of Bayside being home 
to an emergency shelter.

Vallone wrote a let-
ter to DHS asking the city 
agency to reconsider and 
turn its eyes to other loca-
tions. He admitted there 
were no concrete plans for 
a shelter in Bayside.  

“As we’ve seen time 
and time again, a lack of 
community involvement, 
input or dialogue with civic 
leaders, and not offering 
alternative sites, clearly 
shows a complete disregard 
for the effect on our commu-
nity,” wrote the lawmaker.

In the letter, Vallone 

pointed out, “to make it very 
clear, I am against this and 
our community is against 
this, and we will not sit idly 
by while DHS makes their 
determination.”

“This could never 
happen when you consider 
the humongous opposition 
there will be from our elect-
ed officials, civic leaders, 
community boards,” said 
Michael Feiner, president 
of the Bayside Hills Civic 
Association. 

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Bayside rejects homeless shelter
Community leaders dismiss city’s idea, but DHS denies eyeing neighborhood 

BY BILL PARRY

More than 50 Queens 
community members took 
part in a Cop Watch work-
shop in Jackson Heights 
to learn how to effectively 
monitor and document the 
police. 

The training session, 
in a packed office at 72-18 
Roosevelt Ave., was the 
third in a citywide series 
aimed at training New 
Yorkers to gather evidence 
of misconduct and deter 
abuse in communities that 
suffer the most abuses at 
the hand of the NYPD, ac-
cording to organizers.

Jackson Heights was 
chosen because the 115th 
Precinct had the third high-
est rate of stop-and-frisk in 
2012, according to the New 
York Civil Liberties Union. 
The watchdog group Jus-
tice Committee is behind 
the training effort. 

“New Yorkers are com-
ing back from Ferguson  
October with energy to 
address police violence in 
their own neighborhoods,” 

trainer Danny Sanchez 
said. “Cop Watch is one way 
they can do this on a daily 
basis. It’s something we 
should all be doing to care 
for one another, like recy-
cling or giving the elderly 
your seat on the subway.”

Cop Watch was started 
by the Black Panther Party 

during the 1960s, accord-
ing to Justice Committee 
member Karina Hurtado-
Ocampo, a 26-year-old life-
long resident of Jackson 
Heights. “We want to de-
velop a culture where New 
Yorkers know that other 
New Yorkers have their 
backs and that people are 

trained properly in how to 
do Cop Watch and knowing 
their rights in holding po-
lice accountable,” she said.

The workshop began 
with a history of Cop Watch 
and an affirmation that 
videotaping the police is 
100 percent legal.  Peaceful 
documenting police activity 

makes communities safer,” 
trainer Roksana Mun said. 
“In recent incidents like 
Eric Garner’s death in an 
NYPD choke hold, as well 
as countless others, video 
footage has helped bring 
the truth to light.”

Organizers of the 
training series contend 
that in the best cases Cop 
Watching can de-escalate 
and deter violence and ha-
rassment. “We’ve seen this 
many times when we are 
Cop Watching in teams,” 
Sanchez said. “When we’re 
there with several cameras, 
looking organized, police 
think twice. But even if vio-
lence or harassment contin-
ues, having the footage as 
evidence can help ensure 
there are consequences for 
officers.”

Workshop attendees 
are warned not to engage 
police officers but to keep 
their distance and remain 
calm. They are taught not 
to run, to speak in calm 
tones, never touch, main-
tain eye contact at all times 
and never to make sudden 

movements.
“The most important 

thing is to never interfere 
with an arrest,” Hurtado-
Ocampo said. “Here in 
Jackson Heights and Co-
rona, the Roosevelt Avenue 
Task Force calls for an 
increased police presence 
and that creates a greater 
chance of violations of peo-
ple’s rights.”

She added that she 
had personally witnessed 
numerous incidents of po-
lice harassment during the 
World Cup games in June 
and July. “Everytime Co-
lombia, won the police got 
aggressive. I saw one man 
get tackled for crossing 
the street, I saw a woman 
dragged by her hair. The 
type of abuse was crazy,” 
Hurtado-Campo said.

Deputy Inspector Mi-
chael Cody of the 115th Pre-
cinct in Jackson Heights 
declined to comment on the 
workshop, but City Coun-
cilman Daniel Dromm (D-
Jackson Heights) did. 

Fifty people attend a Justice Committee training session in Jackson Heights. 
Courtesy Justice Committee

Cop Watch catches on at Jax Hgts workshop
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the funding for this study, 
I noted that the neighbor-
hoods in my district have 
always been underserved 
in terms of bus service and 
mass transportation op-
tions,” said Avella. “That’s 
is why this study is vitally 
important.”

The legislator hopes 
the study will identify the 
areas where “we urgently 
need to restore bus routes 
or create new ones.”

According to Avella, 
the study will look at the 
actual service provided in 
Flushing, Whitestone, Bay 

Terrace, Bayside, Bayside 
Hills, College Point, Oak-
land gardens, Douglaston. 
Glenn Oaks, Fresh Mead-
ows, Little Neck, Mitch-
ell-Linden, Bowne Park, 
Beechhurst, Bellrose, Fort 
Totten, Malba, Robinwood, 
Auburndale, Floral Park, 
Hollis Hills, Queens Vil-
lage and new Hyde Park.

“I am pleased... the 
MTA has begun to take the 
first steps in improving 
bus service throughout 
the district and northeast 
Queens as a whole,” Avella 
said.

As part of the study, 
the MTA will reach out 
to civic associations and 
community members to 
involve the public “and en-

sure direct input.”
On Aug. 31, the MTA 

put in place a new Q114 bus 
line in southeast Queens, 
and the same day, it modi-
fied the layover of the Q17 
and Q27 in downtown 
Flushing, in order to pro-
vide better service for the 
riders.

Once the study is com-
pleted, the state agency 
is required to report its 
findings to Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, state Assembly 
Speaker Sheldon Silver 
(D-Manhattan) and Senate 
leaders for their review.

The MTA expects to 
finish the public trans-
portation study by next 
spring.
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OPERATION GRATITUDE
in cooperation with

ic Association. “The latest 
incarnation of the plan is 
this one building.”

Community leaders, 
in collaboration with state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side), are asking the city 
Board of Standards and 
Appeals to deny the vari-
ance needed for the ICCC to 
develop the site at 82nd Av-
enue and 242ns Street. 

“We don’t want this 
here,” said Frank Toner, 
president of the Rocky Hills 
Civic Association, pointing 
at the site. “Even a four-
story building would over-
shadow the low-rise homes 
in this area.”

A 2013 report by the  
state inspector general 
found that the group was 
able to revise its original 
proposal because of a loop-
hole in the legislation au-
thorizing the real estate 
deal.

The southeast Asian 
group bought the state-
owned land for about $1.8 
million. The city assessed 
the property at $7.3 million, 
but the inspector general’s 
report considered the price 
tag to be fair market value 
for the 4.5 acres parcel be-
cause of the community 
use.

“It would be a travesty 
of justice if anything other 
than the one-story commu-
nity center that was origi-

nally proposed is built on 
this site,” Avella said at a 
news conference. “In all my 
years of involvement with 
civics and government, I 
have never seen a group so 
consistently misrepresent 
their intentions and out-
right lie.” 

An ICCC representa-
tive was at the news confer-
ence but declined to com-
ment on the controversy. 

Other community lead-
ers also had concerns about 
the financial soundness of 
the group. 

“The last thing we 
need in this community is 
a rusted hulk of a building 
with no financial backing 
to be completed,” said Rob-
ert Friedrich, president 
of the Glenn Oaks Village 
Owners. “It will degrade 
this community. The ICCC 
has no history of construc-
tion, development or man-
aging buildings.”

To others, size also 

matters. 
Last year, the City 

Council approved the down-
zoning of Bellerose, Floral 
Park and Glen Oaks. The 
idea was to keep the area 
residential.  

“This is just too big for 
this neighborhood,” said 
Mike O’Keeffe, president of 
the Creedmoor Civic Asso-
ciation. “Last year, the city 
recognized that the area 
was getting crowded.”

The BSA was sched-
uled to hold a hearing on 
the fourth revised proposal 
Nov. 25.

“I hope the board re-
views the latest proposal 
and looks at how they got 
here,” Avella said. The 
ICCC “didn’t get here with 
unclean hands.”

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Continued from Page 1 

ICCC

Continued from Page 1 

Bus service

Sen. Tony Avella (c.) holds a news conference with community 
leaders in Bellerose opposing the development proposed by the 
Indian Cultural and Community Center.  Photo by Juan Soto
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86.3 percent college readi-
ness. It is ranked eighth in 
the state. 

The curriculum at the 
school is based on math and 
science.

Queens High School 
for the Science at York Col-
lege is ranked 57 nationally, 
with a 86.3 percent college 
readiness.

Long Island City’s Bac-
calaureate School for Glob-
al Education appears at No.  
26 in the state, according to 
the survey. With about 440 
students, the average grad-
uation rate is 98 percent. 
College readiness percent 
is at 70.7. 

Also in the borough, 
the High School for Arts 
and Business in Corona is 
among the state’s best 100 
schools. It’s ranked 59 on 

the list.
This school has an en-

rollment of 845 students. 
Scholar’s Academy, 

in the Rockaways, a school 
that dedicates itself to inno-
vation and with about 1.000 
students, is ranked 65 in 
the state.  

Following at 66 state-
wide is the Academy of 
Finance and Enterprise, 
located in Long Island City 
and with technology and 
business at the core of the 
curriculum.

Queens is also home 
to another five top 100 high 
schools in the Empire State. 
They are Long Island City’s 
Academy of American Stud-
ies (69); Jamaica’s Queens 
Gateway to Health Sciences 
Secondary School (72); Bay-
side’s Benjamin Cardozo 
High School (75); Francis 
Lewis High School in Fresh 
Meadows (76); and Forest 
Hills High School (85).

Continued from Page 1 

Schools
building at 21-41 45th Road 
-- has entered its second 
phase and is on schedule 
to open in May.

“Already, nearly 5,400 
Queens residents travel to 
other boroughs to come to 
PPNYC health centers,” 
President Joan Malin 
said. “There’s a clear need 
for more sexual and repro-
ductive health services 
in Queens and opening 
this new center will en-
able Planned Parenthood 
to better serve the health 
care needs of all New 
Yorkers.” She added that 
the facility was expected 
to eventually handle 17,500 
patients a year.

The center will be 
PPNYC’s first in Queens 
since the organization 
closed a clinic in Rock-
away nearly 45 years ago. 

“It’s such a big deal 
that we have this opening 
in Queens,” Borough Pres-
ident Melinda Katz said 
at the Oct. 16 ceremony. 
“But at the same time it’s 

a shame that in this day 
and age, having a facility 
like this open is still a big 
deal.”

Katz was joined by 
U.S. Rep. Carolyn Malo-
ney (D-Astoria), state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Flush-
ing) and state Assembly-
woman Catherine Nolan 
(D-Ridgewood), all of whom 
have fought for decades 
for women’s health care 
issues. “Thirty years ago 
these things were whis-
pered about when I was 

new to the state Assem-
bly,” Nolan said. “All this 
time we’ve been strategiz-
ing to bring these services 
to Queens where they are 
so desperately needed.”

Services at the health 
center will include birth 
control, Pap tests, breast 
and cervical cancer 
screenings, pregnancy 
testing and counseling, 
gynecological care, testing 
and treatment for sexually 
transmitted infections, 
HIV testing and counsel-

ing, as well as abortion 
services.

“Queens is the fast-
est growing and most di-
verse county in the United 
States,” PPNYC Board 
Chairwoman Diane Max 
said. “But six in 10 preg-
nancies are unintentional. 
Clearly it’s essential that 
this community needs a 
responsible health care 
provider and that provider 
is Planned Parenthood.”

Continued from Page 1 

Clinic
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be a dad today.
Take time to

be a dad today.
Take time to

Nearly a dozen elected officials join leaders of Planned Parenthood for a historic groundbreaking 
ceremony in Long Island City. Photo by Bill Parry
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