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BY BILL PARRY

Citi Bike is coming to Queens. 
The popular bike-sharing pro-
gram will expand into Long Is-

land City beginning in the spring 
with the installation of 10 docking 
stations throughout the neighbor-
hood.

“We want these blue bikes here 
as soon as possible,” City Coun-

cilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) said. Stations will be 
located at several spots in Queens 
Plaza, Murray Playground and 
the East River Ferry terminal. 

Further expansion of Citi Bike 

will include Astoria and eventu-
ally Sunnyside. 

“Today brings welcome news 
for all of us who fought so hard 
to bring bike share to western 
Queens,” state Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) said.

Long Island City was supposed 
to be part of the original Citi Bike 
roll-out, but Hurricane Sandy de-
stroyed much of the equipment 
that was stored in flooded ware-
houses. 

“There were many broken 
promises and delays along the 
way, but there is no such thing 
as a citywide program that does 
not include the great borough 
of Queens,” Van Bramer said. 
“We’re going to have a lot of fun 
with these blue bikes and people 
will have a way to explore Queens 
in a whole different ways. They’ll 
visit our cultural institutions, eat 
in our restaurants and explore 
the wonders of the waterfront.”

Department of Transportation 
Commissioner Polly Trottenberg 
made the announcement at the 
Queensbridge Houses Tuesday. 

“We have worked hard these 
last 10 months to get Citi Bike on 
track for the long term,” she said. 

George McGowan walks his dog in Breezy Point as construction goes on two years after Sandy. See story on 
Page 2. Photo by Chris Palermo

REBUILDING QUEENS

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Two years after Hurricane 
Sandy tore ashore, Rockaway 
residents’ access to health care 
remains strained, but the storm 
has left more people with stress, 
anxiety and depression, a study 
said.

Doctors of the World, an inter-
national medical humanitarian 
organization that established a 
free clinic in the Rockaways af-
ter Sandy, released the results of 
a four-month-long analysis last 
month. It relied on surveys taken 
by about 400 Rockaway residents.

The report found that the pen-
insula’s geographic isolation and 
lack of public transit contributed 
to Rockaway’s federal designa-
tion as a medically underserved 
area and a health professional 
shortage area prior to the storm. 
But the closure of several private 
practices, the stress of rebuilding 
homes and other lingering con-
cerns exacerbated the situation.

“We expected to find low-in-

BY JUAN SOTO

Donald Vernon graduated from York College 
in 1990. Long before he moved his tassel from 
right to left, he led a group of students to lock the 
school campus down to protest tuition hikes. 

York renames arts center
for late President Bassin

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Former state Comptrol-
ler Alan Hevesi made his 
first post-prison public 
foray Monday when he took 
the podium at a Central 
Queens Y lecture series he 
regularly attends.

Hevesi gave an hour 

and a half talk on national 
politics at the Rabbi Simon 
Hevesi Jewish Heritage Li-
brary in the YM-YWHA of 
Forest Hills. The 74-year-old 
ex-lawmaker began his pre-
sentation by criticizing the 
weak federal oversight of 
the 13 colonies and worked 
his way up to current elec-

tions, where he predicted 
Republicans would bolster 
their majority in the House 
of Representatives and take 
the U.S. Senate. Hevesi then 
assailed the partisan rancor 
and onslaught of campaign 
spending by corporations 
and private groups initi-

Former state Comptroller Alan Hevesi 
speaks at the Central Queens Y. 

Photo by Sarina Trangle

Health falls
in Rockaway
after Sandy

Citi Bike heading to Queens
Docs to be installed in Long Island City in spring before expanding to Astoria

Hevesi returns to spotlight
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From the president, students, faculty
and staff of York College/CUNY:

Make a Date  
with your Future!

Make a Date  
with your Future!

Meet our outstanding faculty and students during the 

Cardinal Experience (student and parent session). Engage 

transfer counselors from the three schools and take a 

student-guided tour to see our beautiful campus including: 

TV studio, Performing Arts Center, Art studio, Library and 

the state-of-the art Science and Nursing laboratories.

Here are five reasons you and your family 
should attend the Fall Open House:

schools 

until approximately 3 p.m. in the Health & Physical 

Education Building, or:

Fall Open House
November 9, 2014

Join us for this 
exciting event!
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BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
In the second year since 

Superstorm Sandy rav-
aged Breezy Point sand de-
stroyed hundreds of hous-
es, the community has seen 
a scurry of rebuilding. And 
many residents contend the 
effort has happened with 
little help from the city’s 
Build it Back program.

Breezy Point, which was 
originally a community of 
2,836 houses, lost 350 homes 
in the storm. Some 130 of 
those homes burned to the 
ground in a fire that start-
ed during the storm. Flood-
ing and winds flattened the 
other 220 in the sandy gated 
community, which sits on 
the tip of the Rockaways. .

Thousands of homes 
were damaged  and there 
were very few in Breezy 
Point that were completely 
untouched by the flooding.

While few dwellings had 
been rebuilt in the first 
year since the storm hit, 
more than 270 homes are 
either rebuilt or in the pro-
cess, according to Arthur 
Lighthall, the general man-
ager of the Breezy Point Co-
operative.

“From a community and 
home owner point of view, 
we’ve seen a tremendous 
amount of work,” Lighthall 
said.

Build it Back, which 
uses FEMA funds to re-
build houses or reimburse 
home owners who have al-
ready done it themselves, 
has only completed one 

project to date in Breezy 
Point, Lighthall said. The 
program was launched in 
June 2013 to facilitate the 
rebuilding of homes, but 
has been snagged by a con-
fusing applications process, 
inadequate coordination 
and delays in executing 
construction agreements, 
a recent report by the city 
Department of Investiga-
tion said.

More than 90 percent 
of households still seeking 
help from Build it Back 
citywide have not received 
any assistance yet, the re-
port said.

“It’s frustrating enough 
to have to contend and deal 
with the bureaucracy in 
some of the city agencies, 
but it’s even more frustrat-
ing to try to offer some 
support or help to someone 
who is in the Build it Back 
program,” Lighthall said. 
“Nothing seems to be get-
ting done.”

The program’s single-
family initiative, which 
serves people in one- to 
four-family homes, has 
received more than 20,000 
applications since its incep-
tion. As of September, 6,000 
of those households had 
withdrawn their applica-
tions or become unrespon-
sive.

Repair work had been 
scheduled to begin on only 
554 homes citywide as of 
the beginning of Septem-
ber, and just 520 reimburse-
ment checks had been is-
sued.

Maritza Mure has been 

waiting for the Build it Back 
program to rebuild her wa-
terfront home, which was 
demolished by the city after 
floodwaters tore it apart.

“I thought it was going 
to be a faster process,” she 
said. “It’s so slow moving. 
They should have given 
each family a chunk of 
money and let them build 
a house. They’ve wanted 
to control it so much be-
cause of what happened in 
Katrina, but we’re the ones 
left out of our own homes.”

The single mother of 
three, who was a longtime 
resident of the Rockaways 
and lived in Breezy Point 
for eight years, now resides 
in Long Island while she 
waits for her turn.

“It’s been very hard on 
my kids. They’ve been in 
Breezy Point since they 
were little and that was all 
they knew,” she said. “Com-
ing out here was quite a 
shocker. They lost every-
thing they had.”

She said Build it Back 
has not even given her any 
kind of time line for the re-
construction of her home.

“The city needs to take 
care of the people who lost 
their homes,” she said. 
“We’re not looking to cash 
in on things. We just want 
our little homes back.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
recently defended Build it 
Back, saying a lot of prog-
ress has been made since 
his administration over-
hauled the program.

Breezy Point residents dig through debris from their houses, which were destroyed by Sandy. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Breezy Point rebuilds
despite big obstacles
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BY BILL PARRY

The Blue Bungalow is doing 
fine now, but it’s been a hard two 
years since Hurricane Sandy’s 
storm surge nearly wrecked the 
popular boutique that sits at the 
southern end of 116th Street in 
Rockaway Beach. The two women 
who own, and create most of the 
home decor items sold in the shop, 
nearly lost the business along 
with their Rockaway homes.

“And we were one of the lucky 
ones,” Liz Smith-Breslin said. 
“We lost our inventory and most 
of our personal belongings. All 
of our computers and home office 
were in the basement and when it 
flooded, we lost an awful lot. We 
were closed for that month before 
Christmas because of the damage 
and because there was no power, 
but no one was coming to Rock-
away then and the people that 
were here weren’t going shopping 
for any gifts.” 

Both she and co-owner Jeanne 
Jamin were forced out of their 
homes for several months be-

cause of damage from the Oct. 29, 
2012 hurricane. The two women 
shared a bond that transcends 
physical property, losing a loved 
one on 9/11. 

They lost the same man. 
“I was engaged to her brother, 

Mike Andrews,” Smith-Breslin 
said. “He went to work that morn-
ing at Cantor-Fitzgerald and nev-
er came home.”

The two women went in to 
business together, opening The 
Blue Bungalow in 2007. Both im-
mersed themselves in creating 
artwork that was inspired by 
their loss. Sadly for her, Smith-
Breslin had two other devastating 
losses. Her little brother B.J. was 
murdered for his jewelry, at age 
19, two years before the attacks at 
the World Trade Center. Then she 
lost her father the day after the 
storm.

“Dad didn’t want to evacu-
ate his bungalow on 92nd Street 
because he always loved a good 
storm,” she said. “He had trouble 

breathing and was taken by ambu-
lance and he died Nov. 1. We never 
knew he was in trouble because 
there was no cell phone service. 
We couldn’t even have a wake or a 
funeral for him because there was 
no place to hold it.”

Smith-Breslin turned adver-
sity into a strength. 

“I just try to keep going for-
ward, gaining strength from the 
losses in my life,” she said. “I feel 
like they’re with me all the time, 
that their spirits are behind this 
store.”

The two women were forced to 
be innovative after they reopened 
The Blue Bungalow.

 “We’re always running dis-
counts and specials, but it’s al-
ways tough for a mom-and-pop 
shop like this competing against 
big stores,” Smith-Breslin said. 
“Now that Rockaway has been re-
vitalized people are coming back 
now. This summer was much bet-
ter than last, but the boardwalk’s 
not all the way back and that’s like 

a boulevard for us.”
She added that 116th Street, a 

commercial strip that includes all 
of the traffic from the Rockaway 
Park subway stop and many bus 
lines, could be doing much better. 
“There’s an effort underway with 
the 116th Street BID, and they’re 
trying hard,” Smith-Breslin said.

In the two years since the 
storm, The Blue Bungalow has ex-
panded to include a spa and a pho-
tography studio. 

Smith-Breslin never thought of 
leaving Rockaway, where her fam-
ily has lived since her great grand-
parents settled after emigrating 
from Ireland. She lives in Belle 
Harbor with her husband Kevin 
and their son Quinn.

“I feel like I have a lot of angels 
who’ve put me where I’m supposed 
to be,” she said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4538.

Liz Smith-Breslin (l.) with co-owner 
Jean Jamin in front of their 116th Street 
boutique. Photo courtesy Liz Smith-Breslin

Rockaway shop owner has angels on her side
Blue Bungalow had a good summer as people started to return to the beach at 116th St.

BY BILL PARRY

As LaGuardia Airport 
awaits modernization 
with terminal upgrades, 
improved transportation 
links and more efficient air-
traffic control technology, 
its retail operation moves 
steadily forward. A ribbon-
cutting ceremony was held 
Wednesday to celebrate the 
revitalization at Terminal 
B with the opening of a half 
dozen brand new shops and 
restaurants.

Airport retail developer 
MarketPlace Development 
implemented its first phase 
of an overall plan to upgrade 
retail options for travelers, 
27 million of whom passed 
through LaGuardia Airport 
last year.

Once the upgrade is 
completed, Terminal B will 
include 25 retail, news and 
duty free shops and nearly 
30 restaurants and quick-
serve locations.

Eddie Bauer, Lacoste and 

Tumi opened in the center 
of the terminal to kick off 
the transformation on the 
Departures Level. 

“These stores add an up-
market sophistication to the 
retail program,” a Market-
place Development spokes-
woman said, adding that 
Tumi is a recognized leader 

in luxury travel, business 
and lifestyle accessories. 

Lacoste provides inno-
vative apparel, shoes and 
accessories and Eddie Bau-
er sells premium-quality 
clothing, accessories and 
gear for men and women 
that complement the mod-
ern outdoor lifestyle.

New restaurant op-
tions include Sorrentine 
Panini Bar, featuring 
Mediterranean fare; Bow-
ery Bay Tavern offering 
traditional pub grub with 
an innovative twist; and 
Six Blocks Bakery, which 
serves pastries from the 
famed Balthazar Bakery 

in Manhattan.
“We’ve been hard at 

work this summer so that 
we can provide passengers 
with a new and improved 
experience at LaGuardia,” 
MarketPlace Development 
President Paul McGinn 
said. “We think passengers 
will be delighted with the 
new dining and shopping 
options at Terminal B.”

The new shops and res-
taurants will provide trav-
ellers with more options 
during the inevitable flight 
delays that follow the onset 
of winter. Last year thou-
sands flights were delayed 
or canceled at LaGuar-
dia Airport during snow-
storms.

In addition, passenger 
services have also been up-
graded at Terminal B. The 
Centurion Lounge by Amer-
ican Express opened in late 
summer and offers modern, 
luxurious lounge services 
to Amex card holders. Lo-
cated on the third floor, the 

lounge has received high 
praise and accolades from 
passengers. 

Temporary ChargeBars 
have been installed in two 
store locations that are 
awaiting construction. The 
ChargeBars provide travel-
ers with a quiet workspace 
where they can charge up 
for free, from 10 a.m. to 7 
p.m. daily.

“These new shops, res-
taurants and amenities will 
enhance the travel experi-
ence,” LaGuardia Airport 
General Manager Lysa 
Scully said. “And we look 
forward to adding more din-
ing and retail options for 
our travelers as we continue 
our overall initiatives to 
further modernize LaGuar-
dia Airport.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4538.

Retail options take off at LGA

Eddie Bauer and Tumi are two of the half dozen shops that recently opened in Terminal B at LaGuardia 
Airport.  Photo courtesy of MarketPlace Development
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BY JUAN SOTO

Frank’s Pharmacy is fill-
ing out prescriptions once 
again after rising from its 
ashes.

The Jackson Heights 
drugstore went up in smoke 
six months ago when a dev-
astating fire engulfed the 
Bruson Building at 75th 
Street and 37th Avenue.

Frank Buonagurio, 
the Astoria-born owner, 
thought about retiring after 
the blaze destroyed his fam-
ily business, but decided to 
rebuild after all.

 “This is like family to 
me,” he said.

Other businesses and of-
fices were also forced to re-
locate or close. Plaza College, 
which also operated form the 
Bruson Building, for exam-
ple, is now at its new campus 
in Kew Gardens.    

Frank’s Pharmacy 
opened its door in 1991, and 
soon became a favorite of 
the neighborhood.

“You are the ‘Cheers’ 

of pharmacies,” said state 
Sen. José Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) during the offi-
cial reopening of the phar-
macy just two blocks from 
his prior location at the Bru-

son Building. “Here, every-
body knows your name.”

After the catastrophic 
fire, Buonagurio retrieved 
prescriptions for his senior 
customers, filled them at a 

friend’s family drugstore  in 
Ozone Park and delivered 
the medicines himself.

“He knew seniors needed 
their medicines that same 
night,” said City Coun-

cilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights). “He 
picked up the medicines 
and made the deliveries.”

Just hours after the 
fire, Dromm said, “Frank 
stepped up to the plate and 
met his customers’ needs 
by taking orders on his cell 
phone.”

Peralta and Dromm 
proclaimed Oct. 25 “Frank 
Pharmacy’s Day.”

State Assemblyman Mi-
chael DenDekker (D-East 
Elmhurst) did not want to 
miss the official reopening 
of the drugstore, but  he was 
not there as an elected offi-
cial.

“This is not my district,” 
he said. “I am here as a cus-
tomer. Just picked up my 
prescription,” he pointed 
out, taking a bag of medi-
cines out of his pocket.

Neighbors and custom-
ers were glad to see Frank’s 
Pharmacy back in business.

“He is an icon in the 
neighborhood,” said John 
Murphy from Jackson 

Heights. “Everytime you 
are in there, you are envel-
oped with love.”

Edilma Bastides, also 
form Jackson Heights, has 
been a costumer at Frank’s 
for decades. “He is very 
compassionate with people,” 
she said. “He always has the 
heart to help people.” 

Once the ribbon-cutting 
ended, there was a party in-
side the 2,300-square-foot es-
tablishment. The pharmacy 
distributed refreshments 
and treats for its customers. 
There were also prize raffles 
for both, adults and children.

“Everyone did what they 
could to ensure that we 
would be back on our feet as 
soon as possible,” Buonagu-
rio said. ”I consider myself a 
lucky man.” said Buonagu-
rio, an Astoria native.

Reach reporter Juan Soto 
by e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-
4564.

(From l. to r.) Jose Peralta, Daniel Dromm, Frank Buonagurio and Michael Dendekker pose in front of 
Frank's Pharmacy in Jackson Heights during the official reopening of the drugstore.   

Photo by Juan Soto

Jax Heights drugstore opens for biz after fi re
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

Hours Sun. – Thurs 9:00 am – 9:00 pm Fri & Sat, 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
EXP. 11-10-14

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
RESTAURANT

BY JUAN SOTO
 

Superstorm Sandy was 
more devastating to hu-
mans than to nature.

But that is not to say 
nature was immune to the 
aftermath of the hurricane 
that crushed the Rockaways 
and pushed infinite tons of 
wreckage to Jamaica Bay’s 
shoreline. 

“A lot of debris came 
into Jamaica Bay,” said 
Dan Hendrick, producer of 
the docummentary “Jamai-
ca Bay Lives.”

Soon after Sandy swept 
parts of the eastern coast, 
boats, refrigerators, sofas, 
pushed docks and other 
rubbish surfaced in and 
around the 20,000-acre wet-
land estuary. . 

“Fortunately, some of 
the debris was pulled out,” 
Hendrick said, referring 
to the extensive work to 
repair the damage led by 
organizations such as the 
American Littoral Society, 
the Jamaica Bay Ecowatch-
ers, the U.S. Corps of En-
gineers and the National 
Parks Services. “But a lot 
of it is still underwater.”

According to a report by 
the American Littoral Soci-
ety, a coastal conservation 
organization, the super-
storm had “no significant 
shift in sand placement 
and no damage to existing 
plants.”   

But one of the post-San-
dy major consequences at 

the surface of the bay was 
the breach at the 45-acre 
freshwater West Pond, a 
home and migratory stop 
for about 300 species of 
birds. 

The American Littoral 
Society said  61 species are 
declining in numbers, in-
cluding egrets, red knots, 
American oystercatchers 
and herons.

“The storm breached 
both the East and West 
Ponds of the Jamaica Bay 
Wildlife Refuge, but these 
were artificial ponds and 
not part of the bay’s original 
marshes,” said Don Riepe, 
director of the northeast 
chapter of the American 
Littoral Society. 

The ponds were inun-
dated with saltwater. The 
breach transformed the 
West Pond into a tidal la-
goon.

“One of the two ponds 
just turned into a lagoon,” 
Hendrick said. “The fresh-
water went away and the 
number of bird species was 
reduced.”

The bay’s landscape 
contains a variety of native 
habitats that includes a salt 
marsh, upland field and 
woods.

But Sandy didn’t 
changed Jamaica Bay as a 
whole. 

“There was no signifi-
cant change to the bay’s to-
pography, other than to the 
West Pond,” said Hendrick, 
also author of the book “Ja-

maica Bay.”
“Outside of pushing old 

docks and other debris onto 
the marshes and shore-
lines, Superstorm Sandy 
had little effect on the Ja-
maica Bay ecosystem,” 
Riepe said. 

The author and pro-
ducer said Jamaica Bay 
has become a laboratory of 
ideas for climate resilience 
in urban sites. 

“We are looking at the 
bay as a lab for ideas,” Hen-
drick said. He pointed out 
that one of the scenarios be-
ing discussed is the possi-
bility of building tidal gates 
across the bay “which will 
have a phenomenal cost.” 

After Sandy hit, there 
were calls to balance the 
environment with con-
struction developments. 

“Jamaica Bay can teach 
us lessons on how to better 
balance nature and devel-
opments,” Hendrick said.   

Sandy basically left hu-
man desolation behind.   

“The storm was more of 
a human tragedy as homes 
were lost and flooded,” said 
Riepe. 

“Water came into the 
bay and went out,” Hen-
drick said. “But there is no 
question so many people 
and communities were af-
fected.”

Reach reporter Juan Soto 
by e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-
4564. 

Jamaica Bay survived 
storm little changed

After Sandy hit, a lot of debris went into the waters of Jamaica Bay. Photo by Christina Santucci

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Rockaway won’t let its 
SeaStreak ships go down 
without a fight.

Rockaway’s elected offi-
cials said they were sched-
uled to meet with Mayor 
Bill de Blasio this week to 
pitch plans for continuing 
ferry service that served 
as a lifeline in the wake of 
Hurricane Sandy.

SeaStreak began op-
erating boats from Beach 
108th Street to the Brooklyn 
Army Terminal and down-
town Manhattan shortly 
after the storm washed over 
the A train tracks, cutting 
off subway service to the 
peninsula.

As of press time, ferries 
were slated to dock Oct. 
31 because funding for the 
route did not make it into 
the city budget.

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica) drafted a letter 
signed by several state and 
city officials requesting 
a meeting with de Blasio 
about the ferry.

“I want to talka about 
the Rockaways in a holistic 
way... and how we can make 
sure transportation-wise, 
and infrastructure-wise, 
and economic development-
wise, and protection-wise, 
we improve,” Meeks said, 
declining to identify which 
funding streams he was 
eyeing or the nuances of his 
argument for the ferry.

State Sen. Joseph Addab-
bo (D-Howard Beach) said 
the request for a meeting 
was initially turned down, 
but the mayor agreed to 
meet with elected officials 
after plans for a homeless 
shelter on the penninsula 
surfaced.

“I will remain optimis-
tic,” Addabbo said, noting 
he hoped at minimum a six-
month service extension 
could be arranged, which 
would buy him time to se-
cure state funds for it. “In 
[de Blasio’s] estimation, the 
ferry was a stop gap mea-
sure. In my opinion, it was 
a necessity even before San-
dy. Transportation is de-
plorable for my residents.”

BY DEBBIE COHEN

Broad Channel was hit 
hard by Superstorm Sandy 
two years ago with six-foot 
water surges and torren-
tial wind and rain. Many 
homes and businesses 
were badly damaged, and 
some small bungalows 
were demolished in this 
coastal area. 

But over the past year, 
most of the businesses and 
some homes have bounced 
back, along with houses 
that are still being rebuilt, 
many on stilts as a preven-
tive measure against fu-
ture storms. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
held a news conference in 
Broad Channel last week, 
saying significant prog-
ress has been made on the 
city’s Hurricane Sandy re-
covery effort.  He pointed 
out there has been new 
Build It Back goals put in 
place now that Amy Peter-
son, director of the Mayor’s 
office of Housing Recovery, 
has been in charge. 

“What has made Build 
It Back work since the may-
or’s overhaul is increased 
flexibility for homeowners 
and an increased presence 
by our staff in Sandy-im-
pacted communities,” Pe-
terson said. “We have made 
over 2,800 offers to Queens 
residents and we are com-
mitted to streamline the 
pre-construction process 
and target those applicants 

who require counseling.” 
According to Samuel 

Breidbart, a spokesman for 
the NYC Housing Recov-
ery Office, Build It Back 
was in Broad Channel Oct. 
21 to assist a community 
cleanup of storm debris in 
Jamaica Bay.

 “The point of access 
to the bay was behind a 
Build It Back home to be 
rebuilt at 10-24 Cross Bay 
Blvd., only now accessible 
because the damaged home 
was recently demolished to 
make way for reconstruc-
tion,” he said. “The Broad 
Channel Civic Association 
and Jamaica Bay Ecow-
atchers were on hand with 

volunteers from the Parks 
Department and Build It 
Back.” 

During the news confer-
ence, the mayor committed 
to 1,000 construction starts 
and 1,500 reimbursement 
checks by Dec. 31. He also 
announced a new procure-
ment that will dramati-
cally expand design and 
construction capacity to 
further expedite the pace 
of recovery. 

Jayme and John Gali-
mi, Cross Bay Boulevard 
residents in Broad Channel 
whose house was demol-
ished by Hurricane Sandy, 
said they finally got the 
help they needed when they 

got in touch with Peterson. 
Before that the wheels were 
moving very slowly — too 
much red tape, along with 
lost paperwork. 

“Now Build It Back is re-
building our family’s house 
and it will be ready by this 
Christmas and my hus-
band and our five children 
are overjoyed,” said Jayme 
Galimi. “My new house 
will now be storm-proofed 
and it will be raised 12 feet 
above ground. The con-
struction work started in 
August 2014 and we will be 
back there before we know 
it.”

Pols plead with mayor
as Rockaway ferry endsStanding tall on stilts

Broad Channel residents still await more FEMA relief

Rockaway residents view the ferry as a critical lifeline in case of 
future storms or natural disasters. 

During Sandy a boat docked in the middle of the street on Cross Bay Boulevard in Broad Channel. 
Photo by Debbie Cohen
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888-228-0687

CANDY BUY BACK

To Help Protect
Your Child’s Teeth

(New patients only)

EVENING & SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS 
24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES, 888-228-0687

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY
BRACES-INVISALIGN
ORAL SURGERY
PERIODONTAL 
THERAPY
ROOT CANAL
IMPLANTS

DENTURES
MERCURY-FREE TOOTH 
COLORED FILLINGS
METAL-FREE CROWNS
PORCELAIN VENEERS
NITROUS OXIDE 
ANESTHESIA

SEDATION DENTISTRY
LASER DENTISTRY
VELSCOPE VX (ORAL 
CANCER EXAMS)
INTRA-ORAL CAMERA

43-07 214th Place
BAYSIDE

718-225-0515

2592 Merrick Road, Suite C
BELLMORE

516-781-9700

www.drsilvermanassociates.com

OPERATION GRATITUDE
in cooperation with

BY SARINA TRANGLE

As officials helped Con-
rado “Bobby” Gempesaw 
out of his suit and into a 
royal red robe adorned with 
St. John’s presidential me-
dallion and a symbolic staff, 
hundreds welcomed the uni-
versity’s first lay president 
in its 144 years.

Dignitaries from the 
Vatican and Philippines, 
where Gempesaw grew up, 
clapped in the crowded Car-
nesecca Arena during the 
investiture last week.

Gempesaw, who previ-
ously worked as provost and 
executive director of Miami 
University, officially took 
the helm of the Jamaica 
Estates-based school July 
1. But at Friday’s ceremony, 
he emphasized his commit-
ment to the school’s Vincen-
tian history and his priori-
ties for the coming years. 

“Embracing the Vincen-
tian mission is easy and 
natural for me because, 
like so many St. John’s stu-
dents both today and in the 
past, I am an immigrant,” 
Gempesaw said, referring 
to schools established in 
the tradition of St. Vincent 
de Paul, who established a 

Catholic order dedicated to 
assisting the poor and edu-
cating those in need. “Like 
many immigrants, I came to 
this country full of hope and 
determination. I was raised 
as a Catholic and attended a 
Jesuit institution for grade 
school, high school and col-
lege.”

Gempesaw recalled his 
move to the United States 34 
years ago, beginning with a 
bus ride from Port Author-
ity to West Virginia Univer-
sity, where he paid a steeply 
discounted rent by sleeping 
in a fellow graduate stu-
dent’s living room.

“Well, being an econo-
mist, I accepted the half 
rent offer and that living 
room became my home,” 
Gempesaw said.

Rev. Bernadito Auza, 
permanent observer of the 
Holy See to the United Na-
tions, said he had long col-
laborated with St. John’s 
professors in his role as 
the pope’s ambassador to 
the U.N. welcomed the new 
leader officially, and more 
colloquially.

“As a Filipino, like the 
new president of this uni-
versity, I am very, very 
proud,” Auza said.

A St. John’s sophomore, 
alumnus, psychology pro-
fessor, trustees, fellow Vin-
centian university leaders, 
including the president of 
Adamson University in Ma-
nila, the nation’s ambassa-
dor to the United States and 
consul general in New York 
lauded the school’s 17th 
president.

Gempesaw said he would 
form a strategic priorities 
work group in the coming 
weeks to engage the uni-
versity community in de-
veloping a framework for 
implementing priorities 
and assessing progress on 
these goals.

He said he sought to 
focus on student success 
by bolstering mentoring, 
career counseling and job 
placement services, retain-
ing the best staff, improving 
the learning environment 
and expanding community 
and global partnerships, in 
part by opening more pro-
grams abroad.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle at 718-260-4546 or by 
e-mail at stran gle@c ngloc al.
com.

St. John's University President Conrado "Bobby" Gempesaw dons regalia associated with his new po-
sition. Photo by Sarina Trangle

First lay president takes 
helm at St. John’s event
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Mets 
Fall Fest

The New York Mets opened their doors 
to the public with the team’s first annual 
Fall Festival, as well as a food drive bene-
fitting New Yorkers in need. Fans who do-
nated 10 items or more of non-perishable 
nutritious food received a voucher for 
one pair of tickets to a select Mets home 
game in April 2015. (Clockwise from top 
l.) Mr. Met high-fives fans who donate 
food; visitors walk along Shea Bridge and 
enjoy the festivities; Levi Malata, dressed 
as a Ninja Turtle, plays a game at the Fall 
Festival; Rich Johnston (r.) and Carlos 
Morlas each donated 30 and 20 items 
of food; Mr. Met loads donated food into 
a City Harvest truck at Citi Field. 

Photos by Chris Palermo
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BY BILL PARRY

A new hybrid performance art 
and teaching venue called Q.E.D. 
opens in Astoria next week and 
the owner plans on giving “mixed-
use” a whole new meaning. In the 
daytime the 1,200-square-foot-
space will have classes and in the 
evenings there will be comedy 
shows and guest lectures.

“Nobody has ever heard of a 
place like this,” owner Kambri 
Crews said. “It’s a comedy club, 
a learning annex, a community 
center and a performance space 
all rolled into one. I call it an af-
terschool for adults.”

She got the idea when she 
picked up a child she mentors 
from an afterschool program. “I 
always wondered why she wanted 
to leave when there was all this 
fun stuff to do. I figured I’d make 
one for adults,” Crews said.

Some of the daytime classes at 
the venue, at 27-16 23rd Ave., will 
include greeting card writing, an 
introduction to sign language, a 

humor writing class, flower ar-
ranging and pickling.

 “We want to have a class in how 
to carve a turkey before Thanks-
giving, but first I need somebody 

to cook me one,” Crews said.
At night, Q.E.D. will rely heavi-

ly on all things comedy, according 
to Crews, who is a writer, producer 
and publicist. The club opens Nov. 

2 with an open-mic comedy night 
followed by Frank Conniff’s Car-
toon Dump on Monday. It will be 
the actor/writer’s first New York 
appearance. 

On Nov. 4, Q.E.D. will hostand 
SNL Writer Showcase. “Saturday 
Night Live’s co-head writer Bryan 
Tucker will be here with several 
of his writers and one cast mem-
ber to discuss the-behind-the-
scenes work on a show like that,” 
Crews said. Colbert Report writer 
Eric Drysdale is scheduled for the 
following week. 

Most shows will cost less than 
$10. 

“We want to stay open and be 
affordable, but we don’t want to go 
bankrupt,” Crews said. 

Crews has lived in Astoria for 
15 years since marrying comedi-
an Christian Finnegan. 

“This is the longest I’ve ever 
been in one place my whole life. 
This is my home,” she said. 

The name Q.E.D. is an abbre-
viation for the Latin phrase “quod 
erat demonstrandom” which 

translates to “that which was 
demonstrated.” Other class ideas 
include; Star gazing for dummies, 
story telling, balloon twisting, 
knitting or crocheting, the Histo-
ry of Queens and Ukranian Easter 
Egg Design. Teachers will receive 
$20-$50 depending on the length of 
the class, and if they’d like, they 
could sell their own merchandise 
and keep all the proceeds.

The new age community center 
will include a café space for coffee, 
pastries and pre-made sandwiches 
that will be catered. The storefront 
has a curious history, according 
to Crews.

“This used to be an old Greek 
soccer club,” she said. “Some old 
guy told me it used to be an ille-
gal gambling operation and sure 
enough when I was cleaning the 
basement, I found all kinds of 
poker chips and lots of playing 
cards.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718--260-4538.

The hybrid performance space opens in a former Greek soccer club at 27-16 23rd 
Ave. Photo courtesy Kambri Crews

Unique event space opens next week in Astoria
An old Greek soccer club is turned into a learning annex and comedy club in one place

“During that time, it 
was my opinion that Presi-
dent [Milton] Bassin did 
not care about us,” Vernon 
said. “But ,in fact, reflect-
ing on it, I realized Presi-
dent Bassin was the best 
parent I ever had.”

Vernon was one of the 
guest speakers during the 
ceremony held at the CUNY 
Jamaica campus dedicated 
to the renaming of the col-
lege’s arts space as the Mil-
ton G. Bassin Performing 
Arts Center.

“Without Milt Bas-
sin’s leadership, the York 
College campus may never 
have been built,” said Mar-
cia Keizs, president of York 
College. 

Bassin, who served as 
president from 1971 until 
his retirement in 1991, was 
instrumental in arrang-
ing the college’s move from 
Bayside to its current loca-
tion. He was a strong sup-
porter of a tuiton-free City 
University of New York.

Elected officials, in-
cluding U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica), family 
members, school officials 
and alumni, attended the 
celebration at the 50-acre 
campus located in the busy 
downtown Jamaica area.

“It is thanks to his te-
nacity that we now enjoy 
this state-of-the-art cam-
pus and celebrate the suc-
cess stories of nearly 30,000 
graduates,” said Keizs, re-
ferring to Bassin, who died 
Aug. 13, 2012.  

During Bassin’s ten-
ure, $200 million was spent 
on construction of the ac-
tual campus. It now has 
six buildings. He was the 
longest-serving president 
of York College, one of 11 se-
nior colleges of the CUNY 
system.

York was inaugurated 
in 1967 and while waiting 
for the move to Jamaica, it 
was located on the campus 
of Queensborough Com-
munity College in Bayside. 
The old Montgomery Ward 
department store in Jamai-
ca also housed temporary 
classrooms for the academ-
ic institution. 

And only three years 
after Bassin became presi-
dent, plans for the perma-
nent campus in Jamaica 
were drafted.

Gov. Nelson Rockefell-
er vetoed the plan because 
of a statewide fiscal crisis.

“He assembled a coali-
tion of the college communi-
ty, education activists and 
elected leaders throughout 
Queens to ensure York 
would survive the fiscal 
crisis of the 1970s and build 
a campus right here in Ja-
maica,” the current York 
College president. 

“As long as he was the 
leader of this institution, 
not only was he the father 
of the institution, he was 
the father of all of the stu-
dents,” said Vernon, a prac-
ticing attorney with an of-
fice in downtown Jamaica. 

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564. 

ated by the landmark Citi-
zens Union Supreme Court 
case.

“There is a conse-
quence. Candidates for of-
fice are obligated to their 
contributors,” he said. 
“Republicans, a substan-
tial number, deny climate 
change... Why? Because 
they’re getting money 
from big oil, from energy 
companies, from the coal 
indutry, from people who 
have a vested interest and 
don’t want to be regulat-
ed.”

The dozens in the au-
dience seemed to receive 
Hevesi warmly, with one 
woman urging a reporter 
to be nice to him saying, 
“He’s a grandpa now” and 
another asking him for his 
autograph after the talk.

Hevesi resigned as state 
comptroller in December 
2006. A plea deal spared him 
time behind bars for having 
a state driver chauffeur his 
ailing wife.

Then in October 2010, 

he pleaded guilty to in-
vesting $250 million in 
pension funds with the 
private equity firm Mark-
stone Capital Partners in 
exchange for $1 million in 
gifts, campaign donations 
and paid trips to Italy and 
Israel.

Hevesi spent roughly 
20 months in prison and 
was paroled in December 
2012.

After his talk, Hevesi 
said he is barred from hold-
ing elected office, but has 
no further restrictions, 
such as campaigning or 
donating to candidates. 
No former colleagues or 
relatives have asked him 
to get involved.

But he described cen-
tral Queens as welcoming. 

“They voted for me for 
23 years in the Assembly,” 
said Hevesi, who began 
a 35-year political career 
as Forest Hills’ assembly-
man and then was elected 
to the posts of city and 
state comptroller. Hevesi 
ran for mayor in 2001, but 
was defeated in the four-
way Democratic primary.

“They’ve been loyal 

and supportive through 
thick and thin, so there’s 
no anxiety to go out in 
public in New York City or 
in my neighborhood.”

Hevesi said he attends 
lectures at the Jewish 
heritage library, which is 
named after his grandfa-
ther — the chief rabbi of 
Pest in Budapest  --- and 
he decided to speak when 
asked.

“I thought, ‘Let me try. 
It’s been a while,’” Hevesi 
said. 

He would not comment 
on city or state elections 
and issues, but said he still 
pined for politics.

“I miss it tremen-
dously,” Hevesi said. “I 
had a great career, and 
a couple of bumps in the 
road. I accomplished a lot. 
I’m proud of that. I had 
not intended to retire.”
He said he fills his days by 
playing with his grandson 
and spending time with 
family who suffered when 
he was away.

Continued from Page 1 

Bassin
Continued from Page 1 

Hevesi
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“New Yorkers deserve a 
system that’s more reliable 
and convenient, that reach-
es more neighborhoods and 
remains affordable.”

Trottenberg announced 
that former MTA Chief Jay 
Walder would return to 
New York and run a restruc-
tured Alma Bicycle Share, 
the company that has oper-
ated Citi Bike since its start 
in May 2013, as its new chief 
executive officer. He takes 
over a nearly bankrupt 
program that was beset by 
technical glitches but still 
had more that 100,000 city 
residents who signed up 
and rode a combined 14.7 
million miles, according to 
the DOT.

“Citi Bike has been a 
tremendous success and I 
am thrilled to be joining 
the bike share revolution,” 
Walder said. “Bike shar-
ing has become such an 
important ingredient of 
urban life. With the back-
ing of a deeply committed 
private investment group, 

and a seasoned leadership 
team, we will not only grow 
Citi Bike, but we will also 
improve and enhance op-
erations and software reli-
ability.”

Walder, who was born 
and raised in Rockaway 
Beach, further explained 
that the system would ex-
pand from the current 330 
stations and 6,000 bikes to 
over 700 stations and 12,000 
bikes by the end of 2017. 
This will be done with a $30 
million infusion of private 
capital as well as an in-
creased sponsorship com-
mitment from Citi of $70.5 
million through 2024.

The expansion will also 
include an increase in the 
cost of yearly membership 
in the program, from $95 
to $149. A date for the price 
hike announcement will be 
announced soon. 

“This is about deliver-
ing the bike share program 
New Yorkers expect and de-
serve,” Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio said in a statement. “We 
believe in Citi Bike’s poten-
tial as a fixture of new York 
City’s public transit system. 

come communities with 
poor health outcomes and 
poor access to healthcare 
services, which we did.  
But we also found that the 
deficit in affordable servic-
es is impacting everyone,” 
said Noah Barth, program 
manager with Doctors 
of the World’s Rockaway 
clinic.

The study found 65 per-
cent of survey respondents 
noted their health has not 
changed since the storm, 
and 23 percent described it 
as having declined.

About 66 percent of 
those surveyed reported 
they felt stressed, de-
pressed or anxious be-
cause of Sandy, particular-
ly those in ZIP code 11694, 
which includes Rockaway 
Park and Belle Harbor, 
where many homes were 
ravaged. The study noted 
that 80 percent of residents 
in that ZIP code reported 
storm damage to their 
homes, compared to rates 
under 50 percent in other 

areas.
As the two-year an-

niversary of Sandy ap-
proached, the Mental 
Health Association of New 
York City announced it 
would offer a free, cogni-
tive behavioral therapy 
program online to those 
still coping with mental 
health issues stemming 
from the storm.

About 12.3 percent of 
those surveyed said they 
needed medical care at 
some point during the past 
year, but did not receive 
it. Of these, 23.4 percent 
earned $16,000 or less an-

nually and another 21.3 
percent earned between 
$23,000 and $56,000, which 
suggests a structural defi-
ciency in existing care for 
those with insurance, the 
study said.

Several respondents 
commented on the need 
for more emergency facili-
ties. And many in ZIP code 
11691, which includes Far 
Rockaway, complained 
about the distance to qual-
ity general care facilities, 
the study said.

Peninsula Hospital in 
Far Rockaway closed in 
April 2012, shortly after 

filing for bankruptcy. This 
left Rockaway’s 115,000 
residents with one 257-bed 
hospital, St. John’s Epis-
copa in Far Rockaway. 

Hurricane Sandy 
whipped through the pen-
insula Oct. 29, 2012, which 
shuttered several private 
clinics and doctors’ of-
fices. although the Joseph 
P. Addabbo Family Health 
Center, which offers care 
at a sliding scale, remained 
open.

Doctors of the World es-
tablished its free clinic in 
October 2013 and has since 
served about 700, Barth 
said.

“We’re working on pro-
viding care and filling out 
access gaps for the most 
vulnerable populations,” 
Barth said. “But that’s 
not going to provide the 
comprehensive care for 
the entire community... 
and that’s why we did this 
study to quantify the needs 
for policy makers.”

Barth urged anyone 
interested in volunteering 
or supporting the clinic to 
email it, at rockawaysclin-
ic@doctorsoftheworld.org.

Protesters rally against the closure of Peninsula Hospital.

Continued from Page 1 
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Fresh Stollen  Asbach Chocolate 
Assorted Cookies  Lebkuchen 

Advent Calendars
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