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BY BILL PARRY

The 5Pointz artists are 
crying foul that G & M Re-
alty has filed a trademark 
application to use the term 
as the name for the resi-
dential complex they plan 
to build on Davis Street 
in Long Island City. The 

iconic graffiti mecca is cur-
rently in the final phase 
of demolition to make way 
for owner Gerry Wolkoff to 
build two luxury high-rise 
towers that will contain 
1,000 units of rental apart-
ments.

“Wolkoff is obviously 
delusional,” spokeswoman 

Marie Cecil Flaguel said. “I 
think it’s shameless that he 
has the audacity to try and 
use the name that Meres 
One created in 2003.”

Meres One is the street 
name of Jonathan Co-
hen, the man who curated 
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Mayor Bill de Blasio seems to 
have provoked the political ire of 
Rockaway ferry advocates by let-

ting the service expire and then 
moving swiftly to have the dock 
dismantled.

The peninsula’s elected offi-
cials met with de Blasio Oct. 30 

to make a final plea for continu-
ing the ferry route, which began 
carrying passengers from Beach 
108th Street to the Brooklyn Army 
Terminal and downtown Man-

hattan after Hurricane Sandy 
flooded A train tracks two years 
ago.  They convinced the mayor to 
drop a homeless shelter proposal 
on Beach 8th Street, but not to 
reverse the course of the ferry’s 
future.

Boats stopped last Friday and 
Phil McManus, of the advocacy 
group Queens Public Transit 
Committee, said crews were out 
ripping out the peninsula’s dock 
Monday. 

Suddenly lawmakers’ political  
clout was up for question in the 
peninsula.

“No ferry, no vote,” McManus 
said. “This is clear-cut politics. We 
don’t count.”

Both McManus and Joe Har-
tigan, a retired FDNY employee 
pushing for expanded ferry ser-
vice, said they were surprised 
elected officials could not secure 
the $5 million necessary to con-
tinue the ferry in a city budget of 
roughly $75 billion.

“If you can’t get .007 percent 
of the city budget, then you don’t 
belong in politics,” Hartigan has 
said.

Michael Krasner, a political Runners reach the 13.1-mile mark in Long Island City during the annual New York City Marathon. See story on 
Page 3. Photo by Steven Malecki

HALF-WAY HOME

BY ALEX ROBINSON

While Democratic state sena-
tors in Queens were able to retain 
their seats, their upstate colleagues 
did not fare as well, leading to the 
GOP reasserting their control over 
the upper chamber.

The Republicans were poised 
to knock off three upstate Demo-
crats Tuesday night to win the 32 
seats needed for a majority in the 
63-member Senate.

The GOP previously controlled 
the state Senate in a power-shar-
ing coalition with a five-member 
faction of breakaway Democrats 
called the Independent Democratic 
Conference.

Facing primaries, the IDC 
struck a deal this summer to form 
a new coalition with mainline 
Democrats. IDC leadership had 
reportedly gone cold on the new 
agreement recently as two of its 
members continued to face prima-
ries, but it is unlikely the rogue 
Democrats will serve as kingmak-
ers either way this legislative ses-
sion as the GOP no longer need the 
IDC to retain power.

BY JUAN SOTO

In an effort to have one strong voice in the war 
against the Federal Aviation Administration, the 
Queens borough president established a new avia-
tion task force to try to curb airplane noise generat-
ed by flights at  Kennedy and LaGuardia airports.

Katz revamps task force
to monitor airport noise

Demolition continues at 5Pointz as a new 
controversy emerges. 

Photo by Bill Parry

 Boro re-elects
Dem senators
to state seats

Mayor halts Rockawy ferry
Residents question whether politics were behind service’s demise

Continued on Page 9Continued on Page 10
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5Pointz name use draws ire

Continued on Page 9
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From the president, students, faculty
and staff of York College/CUNY:

Make a Date  
with your Future!

Make a Date  
with your Future!

Meet our outstanding faculty and students during the 

Cardinal Experience (student and parent session). Engage 

transfer counselors from the three schools and take a 

student-guided tour to see our beautiful campus including: 

TV studio, Performing Arts Center, Art studio, Library and 

the state-of-the art Science and Nursing laboratories.

Here are five reasons you and your family 
should attend the Fall Open House:

schools 

until approximately 3 p.m. in the Health & Physical 

Education Building, or:

Fall Open House
November 9, 2014

Join us for this 
exciting event!
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BY BILL PARRY

When history buffs dis-
cuss the oldest houses in the 
borough, the John Browne 
House in Flushing, Onen-
donk House in Maspeth 
and the King Mansion in 
Jamaica are usually at the 
top of the list. Lent-Riker-
Smith Homestead in East 
Elmhurst, built in 1656, the 
oldest inhabited private 
dwelling in the entire city, 
tends to be shrouded in 
mystery.

That’s beginning to 
change with every guided 
tour given by Marion Duck-
worth-Smith, the home’s 
owner.

“I used to show the 
home every now and then, 
but when my husband Mi-
chael died four years ago, I 
stopped,” she said. “But now 
the roof needs repair and I 
thought it was time to be 
enterprising.” Duckworth-
Smith added that at age 74 
she would like to be able to 
pay contractors to do much 
of the work she had done 
herself for over 30 years.

For a $25 admission 
fee, visitors get to see her 
charming eight-room 
Dutch Colonial hidden be-
hind an ivy-covered white 
picket fence at 78-03 19th 
Road. They also get to stroll 
through a wonderful acre of 
gardens that lead to a pri-
vate cemetery where many 
of the original settlers, the 

Riker family, are buried.
When Michael invited 

Marion to see his cemetery 
on their second date in 1979, 
she knew that the homestead 
had been waiting for her. 
Publisher Michael Smith 
bought the abandoned prop-
erty and all its contents in 
1975, but used it for stor-
age, preferring to live in a 
Manhattan apartment. It 
became a target for vandals 
and neighborhood kids, 
who considered it a haunted 
house.  Duckworth-Smith 
said, “The house itself was 
dark, cold, cluttered and 
sagging; it seemed shroud-
ed in mystery and ready to 
cry.”

After they married in 
1983, she knew they would 
live there, but first she had 
to spend six months clean-
ing it up enough to make 
their home there. Duck-
worth-Smith spent the next 
quarter of a century bring-
ing the entire property to 
it current incarnation with 
the help of a caretaker and 
several contractors.

“I started in the attic that 
was chock-full of artifacts 
that I’ve incorporated into 
the house’s decor,” she said. 
“Behind layers of paint and 
sheet rock was the original 
home. We even found the 
original door frame and 
under gold carpeting in the 
living room were the origi-
nal pine floor boards. There 
was also a secret tunnel you 

could use as an escape from 
Indian attacks, but that was 
cemented in during the ‘40s. 
There are still chains in the 
basement where they kept 
their slaves.”

With the house restored, 
Duckworth-Smith and a few 
handymen created the gar-
den complete with a life-size 
ginger bread house a gaze-
bo. In 2004, she put her tal-
ents as a professional pho-
tographer to work creating 
a book about the garden’s 
transformation called “The 
Romantic Garden” that she 
still sells and autographs 
for her visitors.

Eva Cusack, a resident 
of the neighboring Garden 
Bay Manor, got a copy at the 
end of her tour Saturday.

“I’ve lived here for 13 
years and always wanted to 
come and see what’s behind 
the walls,” she said. “I was 
very excited to walk into 
this house. You get the feel 
of the way people used to 
live.”

Robert Luebeki brought 
his wife and daughter with 
him to see the “haunted 
house” of his childhood.

“I knew a bunch of kids 
who used to sneak in here, 
but I was too afraid to jump 
over that fence,” he said. 
“As kids we used to bring 
a ouija board here, but I 
never stayed long enough to 
see what it said. It was too 
spooky.”

Owner Marion Duckworth-Smith (c.) regales visitors with stories about her historic home. 
Photo by Bill Parry

Visitors learn secrets
of E. Elmhurst home
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BY BILL PARRY

Carmen Rosario gave her 
lungs and legs quite a work-
out during Sunday’s 44th 
annual New York City Mar-
athon, and she wasn’t even 
running the race this year. 
Normally around 150,000 
runners enter the lottery 
and only one in three win a 
spot in the field of 50,000.

“I run every year for 
children with developmen-
tal disabilities,” Rosario 
said. “I run all year with 
the team from the Queens 
Center for Progress but I 
wasn’t chosen in the raffle 
so I’m here to cheer them 
on.” Rosario, a resident 
of Richmond Hill, was the 
coordinator of this year’s 
QCP Cheering Station that 
set up shop on the corner of 
44th Drive and 21st Street in 
Long Island City.

The Queens Center for 
Progress is a non-profit that 
provides services for the 

borough’s developmentally 
challenged.

“LIC is the halfway mark 
for the marathon and we 
want to give the runners the 
encouragement they need on 
the way to the Queensboro 
Bridge,” Rosario said. “We 
want to be so loud that they 

all remember Queens.” 
She had been expecting 

nearly a hundred volunteers 
to help cheer, hand out water 
and inspire the runners, but 
wind gusts of nearly 40 mph 
and a general lack of park-
ing because of numerous 
street closures kept many 

away.
Seth Bornstein, the exec-

utive director of the Queens 
Economic Development Cor-
poration, was on hand early 
on. “I ran the marathon in 
1993 and 1994 and I was re-
ally happy that I didn’t fin-
ish last both years,” he said. 

“I love the marathon, so it’s 
great to be out here support-
ing the runners. I love it.”

By early afternoon, the 
numbers in the cheering 
station had swelled to two 
dozen. The wind began to die 
down and the sun started to 
warm the race enthusiasts 
as did the music from Manic 
Blue, a rock band from Bay-
side and Whitestone.

“We’ve volunteered to 
play during the marathon 
for the last six years,” gui-
tarist Chris Galligan said. 
“It’s freezing, but it’s worth 
it. Everyone is here to have 
a good time.”

Wendy Phaff, a 65-year-
old resident of Briarwood, 
ran the race with members 
of the Queens Distance Run-
ners and was happy to see 
and hear the Cheering Sta-
tion.

“Coming over the Pu-
laski Bridge was a very 
emotional moment for me,” 
Phaff said. “I moved back 

to Queens a year ago and 
consider the borough my 
hometown. Coming up on 
the cheer spot was amazing, 
a very spirited crowd led by 
our No. 1 cheerleader. It was 
truly an amazing day.”

Rosario and her group 
were cheering 16 runners 
from Queens Center for 
Progress. They were aided 
by cowbells, whistles and 
pom-poms.

“This is a very, very 
tough run this year because 
of the wind   --- it’s right in 
their face,” she said. “I can’t 
imagine how hard it’s going 
to be for them going up the 
bridge.” 

She said she can’t wait to 
run the race next year, but if 
she doesn’t win a spot in the 
raffle, she’ll be right back on 
the corner as the No. 1 cheer-
leader.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.

Members of the QCP Cheering Section whoop it up during the NYC Marathon. 
Photo courtesy Carmen Rosario

Nonprofi t cheers Marathon runners at LIC midpoint

BY JUAN SOTO

Korean comfort women 
will forever have their 
place in history. The most-
ly unknown story of these 
Asian women will be part 
of the Kupferberg Holo-
caust Center and Archives 
at Queensborough Commu-
nity College.

Leaders of the CUNY col-
lege and the Asian commu-
nity said the permanent ex-
hibition will remember the 
tens of thousands of Asian, 
mostly Korean, women and 
teenage girls who were kid-
napped and forced into sex-
ual slavery by the Japanese 
Army during World War II. 
Many were killed, others 
never returned home.

Some historians esti-
mated there were about 
200,000 comfort women. 
Some 239 women publicly 
spoke about their experi-
ences  and by 2013, only 56 
were still alive.

The idea came about 
three years ago, when the Ko-
rean community in Queens  

 approached Queensborough 
Community College to have 
the comfort women remem-
bered because of their suf-
fering.

“The more we studied it, 
the more we could not find 
a reason to say no,” said Ar-

thur Flug, executive direc-
tor of the Kupferberg Holo-
caust Center and Archives, 
while announcing the  per-
manent exhibit to honor the 
Korean comfort women at 
the college campus Oct. 30.   

Holocaust and comfort 

women survivors met and 
formed the group called the 
Sisterhood of Survivors, 
Flug said.

“I was very happy to 
meet some of these women,” 
said Ethel Katz, a Holocaust 
survivor who spoke at the 

college campus  during the 
announcement of the exhi-
bition. . “Our hearts spoke 
to one another.”

Some students at Queens-
borough Community Col-
lege learned what happened 
to these women during 
internships set up by the 
CUNY school.  They were 
able to connect, via Internet 
and Skype, with some of the 
survivors. When they asked 
them how they can help, the 
Korean women answered, 
“Please, don’t forget us, and 
don’t forget what happened 
to us.”

“This is not a political is-
sue,” said Sung Min, presi-
dent of the Korean Ameri-
can Association of Greater 
New York. “This is a human 
rights issue, not an attack 
on any government.”

Some Japanese lawmak-
ers denied the allegations, 
saying the women worked 
in military brothels will-
ingly. However, in 1993, Ja-
pan apologized for coercing 
the young women into sex 
slavery.

The permanent tribute 

to Korean comfort women 
will have a budget of about 
$50,000 to $80,000 to install, 
Flug said. It will include the 
art exhibit “Eulogies” by 
Steve Cavallo, a collection of 
paintings that portray some 
of these women when they 
were both young and old.

“We are designing the 
exhibit, but it will be ongo-
ing and that will allow us to 
change the content,” Flug 
said.

City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) said, “this 
was a terrible tragedy and 
hopefully it won’t happen 
again.”

“For more than 75 years, 
the comfort women of Korea 
have lived in the shadows 
of history,” said Flug. This 
permanent exhibition, he 
said, “will serve as a power-
ful lesson to our entire com-
munity and beyond.”

Reach reporter Juan Soto 
by e-mail at jsoto@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Queensborough Community College and Asian leaders announce the permanent exhibition to honor 
Korean comfort women.  Photo by Juan Soto

QCC to honor Korean comfort women
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NEEL MEHTA MD
November 18, 2014  6:30 PM

Weill Cornell Medical Center 
Myra Mahon Patient Resource Center 
1305 York Avenue 
2nd Floor 
New York, NY 10021
Please RSVP to: 1-800-451-2006 ext. 3335 
NY-1118

MANAGE YOUR KNEE PAIN  
AND ENJOY AN ACTIVE LIFESTYLE
Learn how at a FREE seminar  
about osteoarthritis of the knee

Join us for an educational session on osteoarthritis 
and how to manage its symptoms.

Topics will include:

 Osteoarthritis of the knee, its symptoms,  
and treatment options

FREE SEMINAR

Meet the doctor

RESERVE your seat!
HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:

PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. FEDERBUSCH, DPM
Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics

65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

SATURDAY HOURS HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

718-366-FEET / 718-366-3338
MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

BY BILL PARRY

The 82nd Street Part-
nership has a new leader to 
guide the Jackson Heights 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict through its controver-
sial and divisive proposed 
expansion into Corona.  .

Leslie Ramos, 43, a 
longtime member of the 
Bloomberg administration, 
replaces Seth Taylor as the 
executive director of the 
BID following a two-month 
nationwide search.

“It’s an honor to join 
the 82nd Street Partner-
ship,” Ramos said. “To work 
within such a multicultural 
and booming community in 
Jackson Heights is an excit-
ing opportunity. I look for-
ward to continue strengthen-
ing the 82nd Street business 
enclave, which represents 

the entrepreneurial spirit 
and diversity of our city.”

Ramos was born in New 
York and raised in Puerto 
Rico and has extensive expe-
rience working with small 
businesses, city agencies 
and the Latino community.

“The board is excited to 
have Leslie on as the new 
director,” Board President 
John Rapp said. “Her back-
ground and experience is 
impressive, and we look for-
ward to working with her in 
addressing neighborhood 
issues.”

Ramos began her career 
at the city Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, where she 
was in charge of overseeing 
all agencies responsible for 
the economic prosperity of 
the city, including the De-
partment of Small Business 
Services, the Economic 

Development Corporation 
and the Department of City 
Planning.

“I had a pretty big portfo-
lio  --- we oversaw all capital 
projects,” Ramos said. “Ev-
ery BID proposal in the city 

crossed my desk before go-
ing on to the agencies.”

She went on to serve as 
executive director of the 
mayor’s Office for Indus-
trial and Manufacturing 
Businesses, where she was 

responsible for attracting 
and retaining industrial 
and manufacturing busi-
nesses. Ramos was also the 
assistant commissioner for 
finance at the Department 
of Housing Preservation 
and Development, where 
she oversaw a $580 million 
operating budget and $7.5 
billion, 10-year capital plan, 
which included construc-
tion and preservation of 
165,000 housing units.

“Ms. Ramos brings 
strong leadership and un-
derstanding of business, 
community and govern-
ment, a perfect combination 
for the job,” Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) said. “Her hiring 
is a win for the community, 
and I am confident in her 
abilities to properly guide 
and represent the 82nd 

Street Partnership.”
Ferreras is a major pro-

ponent of the controversial 
plan to expand the BID down 
Roosevelt Avenue to 104th 
Street, including Junction 
Boulevard to 35th Avenue. 
At a pair of public hearings 
in July, protesters called for 
Taylor’s ouster. He left the 
82nd Street Partnership in 
August to take over Man-
hattan’s NoHo BID as their 
executive director.

“I am familiar with what 
went on here because I did 
my research,” Ramos said. 
“It didn’t stop me from ap-
plying for the job. I hear 
both sides and I understand 
from living in other commu-
nities that have undergone 
gentrification. I understand 
their concerns.”

Jax Heights BID chooses new director
 Partnership names Bloomberg administration veteran with Latina roots

Leslie Ramos takes over the 82nd Street Partnership in Jackson 
Heights. Photo courtesy Leslie Ramos

Continued on Page 10
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EVENING & SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS 
24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES, 888-228-0687

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY
BRACES-INVISALIGN
ORAL SURGERY
PERIODONTAL THERAPY
ROOT CANAL
IMPLANTS

DENTURES
MERCURY-FREE TOOTH 
COLORED FILLINGS
METAL-FREE CROWNS
PORCELAIN VENEERS
NITROUS OXIDE 
ANESTHESIA

SEDATION DENTISTRY
LASER DENTISTRY
VELSCOPE VX (ORAL 
CANCER EXAMS)
INTRA-ORAL CAMERA

43-07 214th Place
BAYSIDE

718-225-0515

2592 Merrick Road, Suite C
BELLMORE

516-781-9700

www.drsilvermanassociates.com

Help Brighten the Holiday for a 

Family in Need This Thanksgiving 

& We Will Brighten Your Teeth

Donate 5 Items, Receive 5% off Tooth Whitening
Donate 10 Items, Receive 10% off Tooth Whitening

FREE SEALANTS
To Help Protect Your 

Child’s Teeth
(New patients only)

This rendering shows the new layout planned for the westbound platform at the Flushing Main Street 
LIRR station. Rendering courtesy LIRR

LIRR station upgrade nears
BY ALEX ROBINSON

The MTA is close to ac-
quiring the land it needs 
to install elevators at the 
Flushing LIRR station, 
elected officials announced 
last week.

The project, which will 
renovate the long-neglected 
station so that it is wheel-
chair-accessible, has slowly 
started to come to fruition 
after the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
employed eminent domain 
to obtain a property at 40-
36 Main St., owned by Ou 
Jiang City Supermarket.

The MTA approved the 
use of eminent domain — 
the process by which the 
city seizes private property 
for public works projects 
— in February. In a recent 
letter to elected officials, 
LIRR President Patrick 
Nowakowski said the MTA 
expects to acquire the prop-
erty in January and that 
the existing tenant will 
move out by July.

The MTA has already 
acquired a small food stall 
that was partially under 

the LIRR overpass on Main 
Street that was needed for 
the project. 

LIRR spokesman Sal 
Arena said eminent do-
main can sometimes be a 
long legal process.

“Sometimes eminent 
domain is simple and some-
times it’s not,” he said of the 
status of the city’s potential 
acquisition.

The MTA first an-
nounced the project in 2012, 
saying it would cost $8.5 
million, but have since re-
vised the cost to $16.5 mil-
lion, Arena said.

Nowakowski also said 
50 percent of the design 
submission for the project 
is expected to be completed 
in December and the final 
design will be finished in 
February. Construction 
is expected to start in the 
summer of 2015.

“Flushing is long over-
due for the promised reno-
vations to the LIRR Main 
Street station, including 
the installation of elevators 
to finally make the station 
handicap-accessible,” state 
Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-

Flushing) said. “With our 
growing population and the 
influx of new businesses to 
the area, these improve-
ments are more important 
than ever for downtown 
Flushing.”

In addition to elevators, 
the project will include new 
staircases, platform rail-
ings, better lighting and 
improved safety measures. 
The Flushing-Main Street 
station currently is only ac-
cessible by stairs that run 
up from Main Street and 
a steep metallic staircase 
that juts off 40th Road .

Community organiza-
tions have long complained 
about the small mountains 
of garbage that often pile up 
at the entrance of the 40th 
Road steps that lead up to 
the station.

The station sits close to 
Municipal Lot 3, a proposed 
site for a new affordable 
housing complex in Flush-
ing.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

Contact the newsroom: 
718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Developers have filed 
an application to rezone a 
supermarket to build a new 
hotel in downtown Flush-
ing, according to city re-
cords.

Chris and George Xu, 
who head the Century Con-
struction Group Corp., are 
looking to build a 214,000 
square-foot mixed-use 
building on the site of the 
Great Wall Supermarket, at 
137-45 Northern Blvd. The 

rezoning would allow for 
an 11-story building which 
would include the 191-room 
hotel as well as 43 residen-
tial units, 11,000 square-
feet of retail space and a 
7,890-square-foot communi-
ty facility. The Xus’ propos-
al also includes 155 parking 
spaces and 33 spots where 
bicycles can be locked up.

The rezoning would also 
affect portions of lots that 
are adjacent to the main 
site, where a 25,000-square-
foot supermarket currently 
sits along with a 38-space 
parking lot.

The Xus, who could not 
be reached for comment, 
have long been involved 
in developing residential 
sites and building hotels 
in Flushing, including the 
Marriott Fairfield at the 
corner of College Point Bou-
levard and 30th Avenue.

The city has initiated 
the public approvals pro-
cess, called the Uniform 
Land Use Review Proce-
dure, which will see the 
zoning application go be-
fore Community Board 7 
and Borough President Me-
linda Katz for hearings and 
recommendations. It will 
then go to the City Planning 
Commission for approval 
before the City Council will 
get the last say.

If approved, the project 
is expected to be completed 
by 2017.

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

BY JUAN SOTO
To plant or not to plant?
That’s the choice north-

east Queens residents want 
to make when it comes to 
the city planting trees in 
front of their properties.

Neighbors are opposed 
to the Bloomberg admin-
istration’s Million Trees 
Program. So far, according 
to the program’s web page, 
the city has planted 914,165 
tress throughout the five 
boroughs.

“Homeowners should 
not be forced to accept a tree 
in front of their homes,” 
said Jerry Wind, president 
of the Bellerose Hillside 
Civic Association. “The 
Parks Department cannot 
adequately take care of the 

existing trees.”
Wind and other commu-

nity leaders took the issue 
to state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayisde), who reached 
out to the city Parks De-
partment. According to the 
lawmaker, the city agency 
said street tree planting 
locations “within the pub-
lic right of way, like other 
infrastructure, are not de-
termined by the public or 
adjacent property owners.”

Homeowners pointed 
out trees break sewer lines, 
they push up sidewalks, 
stumps are not removed, 
and some property owners 
have allergies.

Avella said although 
the city does remove trees, 
the administration “does 

not take responsibility for 
all those things. The city 
leaves a huge financial 
burden on the owners and 
that’s unacceptable.”

A spokesman for the 
Parks Department said the 
municipal agency receives 
hundreds of requests ev-
ery year to plant trees on 
neighborhood blocks.

He said the tree main-
tenance includes pruning 
about 60,000 trees every 
year. 

“While trees do add aes-
thetic values to the neigh-
borhoods and increase 
property values, we pri-
marily plant trees to cool 
temperatures, clean the air 
and capture stormwater in 
order to make communities 

more resilient,” the spokes-
man said.

The budget for prun-
ing for the 2015 fiscal year 
increased by $1 million to 
$4.45 million.

Bob Friedrich, presi-
dent of the Glen Oaks Vil-
lage, said the city should 
rethink its tree planting 
and pruning policies.

Glen Oaks Village “is 
fortunate to have more than 
1,000 beautiful street trees. 
Unfortunately, these trees 
at times need to be pruned 
at the bottom so that they 
do not impede pedestrian 
movement,” he said.

Community leaders 
also call on the city to allow 
homeowners to prune low-
hanging branches. “If you 

Developer Chris Xu has applied 
to rezone a block in downtown 
Flushing in order to build a new 
hotel. 

Sen Tony Avella (third from r.) and community leaders call on the city to allow homeowners to choose if they want the Parks 
Department to plant a tree in front of their properties.  Photo by Juan Soto

Flushing developers 
apply to build hotel

Residents oppose trees
Neighbors want say if city plants new ones outside homes
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No, that’s not a typo. No, that’s not a typo. 

Discover the rewards of Qside Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

With some of the lowest rates around, 
Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 
money, reduce your debt more quickly, and 
even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Federally Insured by NCUA*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.
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$CASH$$CASH$

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

New Yorkers returned 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo to Al-
bany with 52.8 percent of 
the vote and sent the same 
all-Democratic Queens’ del-
egation of state legislators 
back to the capital, accord-
ing to unofficial state Board 
of Elections results.

Preliminary Congres-
sional results from the BOE 
also included no surprises, 
with all six of the borough’s 
Democratic incumbents 
winning Tuesday.

But borough 
R e p u b l i c a n s 
were celebrat-
ing when results 
came in Wednes-
day, noting the 
GOP was poised 
to control the national and 
state Senates.

Robert Hornak, a Queens 
GOP spokesman, said he 
believed this would quell 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s influ-
ence in Albany and force the 
governor to collaborate with 
Republicans more frequent-
ly. The mayor campaigned 
vigorously for Democratic 
Senate hopefuls around the 
state.

“I don’t think this is going 
to be tremendously different 
for the way business goes 
except that there are going 
to be a couple of issues the 
governor might have been 
able to get through ... like the 
abortion rights extension, 
minimum wage,” Hornak 
said. “There’s going to have 
to be a lot more give-and-take 
on these issues.”

Michael Reich, execu-
tive secretary of the 
Queens Democratic 
Party, could not im-
mediately be reached 
for comment.

State Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria), 

chairman of the Democratic 
State Senate Campaign Com-
mittee, expressed optimism 
about Democratic priorities 
in a statement.

“Senate Democrats will 
continue working to make 
life better for all New Yorkers 
by enacting a real increase 
in the minimum wage, pass-
ing meaningful ethics and 
campaign finance reform, 
and fighting for women’s 
equality,” Gianaris said. 
“We hope that members of 
other conferences join us in 
supporting these measures 
that are overwhelmingly 
supported by a majority of 
New Yorkers.”

The Democrats captured 
a larger share of votes in 
Queens. Unofficial BOE re-
sults show Cuomo taking 
73.5 percent of the vote in 

the borough, compared to 
Astornio’s 20.8 percent; Di-
Napoli amassing 72 percent 
of the vote, compared to An-
tonacci’s 19.9 percent; and 
Schneiderman securing 72.6 
percent of the vote compared 
to Cahill’s 20 percent, with 
roughly 99 percent of elec-
tion districts reported.

Voters in Queens said 
they mostly came to cast bal-
lots because they do so regu-
larly.

“All of my friends say, ‘If 
you don’t vote, I don’t want to 
hear you complain,’” Mee-on 
Allwine said while leaving a 
poll site at PS 144 in Forest 
Hills.

Those who did express 
interest in a particular race 
tended to focus on the guber-
natorial election.

“I don’t trust Cuomo, like 
he got rid of that crime inves-
tigation panel with all the 
assistant attorney generals 
on it,” said William P. Frost, 
an attorney in Forest Hills. 
“And his Women’s Equality 
line, I think it’s goofy.”

Gov. Andrew Cuomo (l.) won another four-year term against 
Republican challenger Rob Astorino.

Cuomo draws 73.5%
of votes cast in boro
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No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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science professor at Queens 
College, warned against siz-
ing up officials’ effective-
ness based on one issue. 

“If this is losing a lot of 
money, then no elected of-
ficial is going to save it,” he 
said.

Ferry supporters said 
they believe Rockaway has 
long been a dumping ground 
for nursing, group and adult 
homes, rehab centers and 
other government facilities. 
They took note when de Bla-
sio’s lack of campaigning 
in the western end of Rock-
away inspired a peninsula 
paper’s editorial, when he 
was absent from its St. Pat-
rick’s Day parade and when 
his administration opened a 
shelter on Beach 65th St.

And Scarlett McHugh, 
a Belle Harbor resident, 
tweeted a 2013 mayoral elec-
tion results graphic and sug-
gested de Blasio did not fund 
the ferry because roughly 70 
percent of the Breezy Point 
and Belle Harbor area cast 
votes against him.

The administration and 

city Economic Development 
Corp. have argued the fer-
ry’s 400 daily ridership and 
the roughly $30 subsidy per 
passenger made it unsus-
tainable.

Amy Spitalnick, de Bla-
sio’s director of public af-
fairs, said the mayor has 
focused on the Rockaways 

and supported and started 
initiatives to serve its resi-
dents.

“From new workforce 
development initiatives, in-
cluding the Rockaways Eco-
nomic Advancement Initia-
tive, to kickstarting Build 
it Back and implementing 
resiliency measures that 
will provide unprecedented 
protection, the administra-
tion’s commitment is clear,” 
Spitalnick wrote in an e-

mail. “And programs such 
as universal pre-K, after 
school, paid sick leave and 
more will play a key role in 
lifting up working families 
in the Rockaways.”

The mayor’s office noted 
he had recently been in the 
Rockaways several times, 
and had met with its elected 
officials to begin formulat-
ing a long-term plan for the 
peninsula.

“We want to have a truly 
coherent plan for the Rock-
aways,” the mayor said, ac-
cording to an Oct. 15 Bay-
swater press conference 
transcript. “We don’t want 
to just throw some spare 
pieces, or stray pieces, at the 
equation.”

Rockaway residents 
faulted the city’s calcula-
tions, saying ridership sta-
tistics would have spiked if 
weekend ferry service was 
offered during beach sea-
son.

“We are one of the fur-
thest commutes, so it’s go-
ing to cost more,” said Mc-
Manus. “Still, it’s okay for 
Staten Island to have a free 
ferry for the last 20 some-
thing years, but not us.”

Continued from Page 1 

Ferry
Although former bor-

ough presidents also had an 
aviation task force, Melin-
da Katz recently reshaped 
it and named the panel the 
Queens Civic Aviation Co-
alition. The new group was 
established Oct. 17. The 
task force met for the sec-
ond time Monday.

The panel will write a 
letter to the FAA address-
ing concerns of residents 
in neighborhoods like Bay-
side and Flushing about jet 
noise and pollution. In ad-
dition, the group will also 
express its disagreement 
with the FAA over not 
conducting environmental 
studies before making any 
flight changes. 

The Queens Civic Avia-
tion Coalition is comprised 
of Katz, some of her senior 
staff, representatives from 
Community Boards 7, 10, 
11 and 14, representatives 
from several civic associa-
tions, an aviation activist 
and the Queens Quiet Skies 
activist group.

“I believe it’s going to be 

a very good group for pre-
senting our common inter-
ests and point of view,” said 
Janet McEneaney, presi-
dent of Queens Quiet Skies, 
an organizations that 
was formed in northeast 
Queens.“We will express 
to the FAA our dismay for 
their decision to get rid of 
all environmental reviews 
for their flight changes.”

In addition, the Port 
Authority, which man-
ages both airports, will 
host a working meeting of 
the Aviation Community 
Roundtable Nov. 20 at York 
College to further discuss 
residents’ complaints about 
aircraft noise. The idea of 
the roundtables is to estab-
lish a multifaceted series of 
steps “to work closer with 
communities on address-
ing” jet noise.

The Port Authority said 
the main objective of the 
roundtables is to address 
the noise issues “while sup-
porting growth” at the air-
ports. Residents said the in-
creased plane noise is also 
burdening their lives and 
lowering their property 
values.

In another develop-

ment,  the state agency an-
nounced it had hired an 
environmental company 
to develop noise exposure 
maps to seek noise mitiga-
tion solutions.

Environmental Science 
Associates will conduct a 
study over the next three 
years to help alleviate 
aircraft noise complaints 
from residents. The $8 mil-
lion study for both JFK and 
LaGuardia seeks, among 
other goals, to use informa-
tion “to help develop poten-
tial plans to help minimize 
noise impacts.”

The so-called federal 
Part 150 airport noise com-
patibility will pinpoint ar-
eas affected by noise above 
an average of 55 decibels 
for information purposes. 

“The continuing prog-
ress toward the federal 
Part 150 studies for Ken-
nedy, LaGuardia ... marks 
another milestone in the 
agency’s efforts to address 
residents’aircraft noise 
concerns in New York,” 
said Thomas Bosco, avia-
tion director for the Port 
Authority.

Continued from Page 1 

Noise

We don’t want to 
just throw some 
spare pieces, or 
stray pieces, at 
the equation.
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A spokeswoman for the 
IDC did not return requests 
for comment.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), who joined 
the IDC in February and 
endured a bitter primary 
battle against former City 
Comptroller John Liu this 
summer, declined to com-
ment on how the election 
results would affect the IDC. 
Avella beat Green Party 
candidate Paul Gilman in a 
landslide by a margin of 92.1 
percent to 7.9 percent, ac-
cording to unofficial Board 
of Elections results.

Democrats had hoped to 
wrestle power of the state 
Senate away from Republi-
cans, who have dominated 
control of the chamber for 
decades. 

Senate Democratic 
spokesman Mike Murphy 
issued a statement after the 

election results came in say-
ing Democrats remain com-
mitted to a number of legis-
lative initiatives, including 
hiking the minimum wage 
and passing the Women’s 
Equality Act.

“We congratulate the en-
tire Democratic statewide 
slate and while we are dis-
appointed with the Senate 
results, we congratulate the  
Republicans,” he said.

Senate Democrats 
blamed their party’s poor 
 performance on low voter 
turn out, the GOP sweep 
across the country, and an-
ger toward President Bar-
rack Obama.

“This was a tsunami for 
the Republicans,” said state 
Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-
Howard Beach), who won 
his own district by a mar-
gin of 55.1 to 44.9 percent 
against Republican Michael 
Conigliaro. “There’s mo-
mentum with every elec-
tion. We saw it with other 
presidential and mid-term 

elections. There is a certain 
momentum in every cam-
paign.”

Addabbo attributed the 
closeness of his own race to 
anger toward Obama and 
Mayor Bill de Blasio.

“This was a message sent 
by the people that they have 
been angered by incum-
bents, Democrats, de Blasio 
and Obama,” he said “Local 
politics is most important 
to my constituents. Obama 
and De Blasio won’t come 
through that door and help 
you, but I’ll be there.”

Addabbo, Avella and 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) were the only 
three lawmakers from the 
upper chamber who faced 
general election challeng-
ers in Queens. Gianaris 
crushed independent chal-
lenger Anthony Aldorasi, 
winning 95.8 percent of the 
vote, according to unofficial 
BOE results.

5Pointz for 20 years before 
Wolkoff ordered the work 
whitewashed during the 
cover of night last year.

The owner’s application 
was denied in June because 
it is too similar to another 
that is already registered.

“This has nothing to do 
with the artists,” Wolkoff 
said. “I’m told the holdup 
is because someone in Cali-

fornia has it. This has noth-
ing to do with them. I’m not 
selling art, I’m selling real 
estate and that’s the name 
of my building.”

Wolkoff has said repeat-
edly that he plans to build 
the coolest buildings in 
New York City and that the 
artists would come back 
and use the 12,000 feet of 
space planned for artist 
studios.

“Not one artist has come 
forward saying they will 
work at Gerry’s building,” 
Flaguel said.

Two tourists from Swe-
den were surveying the 
destruction at the site on 
Tuesday after paying a 
visit to MoMA PS1 across 
Jackson Avenue.

“I was here five years 
ago and it was so vibrant,” 
said Andreas, one of the 
tourists. “We had no idea 
that it was coming down 
like this.  What a shame!”

His companion, Gustav, 
said, “It’s a very famous 
place.  Everyone knows 
5Pointz around the world.”

Continued from Page 1 

Senate

Continued from Page 1 

5Pointz

Marty Kirchner, an or-
ganizer of the expansion 
opposition group Queens 
Neighborhoods United, said 
“BIDs were a favorite tool 
of the Bloomberg admin-
istration to gentrify outer 
borough neighborhoods. 
Community members in 
Jackson Heights, Elmhurst 

and Corona are overwhelm-
ingly opposed to the expan-
sion of the 82nd Street Part-
nership.”

As a member of the 
Latina Leadership Forum’s 
founding committee and a 
former member of Latina 
PAC, Ramos believes she 
can connect with her new 
community.

“I just walked up 
Roosevelt Avenue and I can 
see people putting their 
livelihoods on the line,” she 

said. “I’m open to talking to 
anyone in this community 
and discussing the issues. 
At the end of the day we all 
want the same thing: we 
want businesses to grow 
and prosper. In addition, we 
can create a vision where 
we serve the Latino com-
munity and help them main-
tain their identity. We can 
be an anchor for all ethnic 
groups.”

Continued from Page 4 

Ramos

Contact the newsroom: 
718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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