
• JAMAICA TIMES
• ASTORIA TIMES
• FOREST HILLS LEDGER
• LAURELTON TIMES
• QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES
• RIDGEWOOD LEDGER
• HOWARD BEACH TIMES 
• RICHMOND HILL TIMES

 

Nov. 7–13, 2014 Your Neighborhood — Your News®

ALSO COVERING ELMHURST, JACKSON HEIGHTS, LONG ISLAND CITY, MASPETH, MIDDLE VILLAGE, REGO PARK, SUNNYSIDE

FREE

LARGEST AUDITED 
COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER 
IN QUEENS

BY BILL PARRY

The 82nd Street Partner-
ship has a new leader to guide 
the Jackson Heights Business 
Improvement District through 
its controversial and divisive 
proposed expansion into Co-
rona.  .

Leslie Ramos, 43, a long-
time member of the Bloomberg 
administration, replaces Seth 
Taylor as the executive direc-
tor of the BID following a two-

month nationwide search.
“It’s an honor to join the 

82nd Street Partnership,” Ra-
mos said. “To work within 
such a multicultural and 
booming community in Jack-
son Heights is an exciting op-
portunity. I look forward to 
continue strengthening the 
82nd Street business enclave, 
which represents the entrepre-
neurial spirit and diversity of 
our city.”

Ramos was born in New 

York and raised in Puerto Rico 
and has extensive experience 
working with small business-
es, city agencies and the Latino 
community.

“The board is excited to 
have Leslie on as the new di-
rector,” Board President John 
Rapp said. “Her background 
and experience is impressive, 
and we look forward to work-
ing with her in addressing 
neighborhood issues.”

Ramos began her career at 

the city Office of Management 
and Budget, where she was in 
charge of overseeing all agen-
cies responsible for the eco-
nomic prosperity of the city, 
including the Department of 
Small Business Services, the 
Economic Development Corpo-
ration and the Department of 
City Planning.

“I had a pretty big portfolio 
 --- we oversaw all capital proj-
ects,” Ramos said. “Every BID 

Sen. Joseph Addabbo, Jr., hands out some treats to workers at a polling site in Queens on Election Day. The Democrat won re-election 
over Republican Michael Conigliaro. See election coverage on Pages 5 and 6. Photo by Nat Valentine.

Continued on Page 54

BY SARINA TRANGLE
 
The city claims the Wood-

haven-Richmond Hill Volun-
teer Ambulance Corps’ head-
quarters are stable, but others 
say its health is still hobbled.

Eight months after the 
corps closed its doors, city De-
partment of Building inspec-
tors visited the 78-15 Jamaica 
Ave. outpost last month and 
determined it was structurally 
sound, a DOB spokesman said.

Still, the ambulances may 
not be roaring in and out just 
yet. The shuttered furniture 
shop next to it, which area lead-
ers say caused physical and fi-
nancial harm to the corps since 
its roof buckled last spring, re-
mains under a partial vacate 
order by the DOB and has a hole 
in its roof that causes flooding 
next door during storms.

The corps will likely need 
to clear mold in its headquar-
ters and require help recoup-
ing months of rent lost when a 
senior center had to move out, 
according to its lawyer and 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-
Howard Beach). 

“The Woodhaven-Richmond 
Hill Ambulance Corps’ insru-
ance company is saying, ‘We 
can’t go in there’... They can’t 
get in there to do the work or 
even determine the extend 
of the work,” Addabbo said. 
“We’re still at a standstill.”

The Woodhaven-Richmond 
Hill Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps said in an e-mail it had 
not yet gotten a clear assess-
ment.

“The place will have to be 
cleared of any mold, and then 
after we will have to see what 
gear and supplies can be saved 
and what has to be bought new. 
After all that I would hope that 
the senior center would be able 
to come back,” the group wrote 
in an e-mail.

Continued on Page 54
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New leader for Jax Hgts BID
Partnership names Bloomberg administration vet with Latina roots
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BY JUAN SOTO

In an effort to have one 
strong voice in the war against 
the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration, the Queens borough 
president established a new 
aviation task force to try to 
curb airplane noise generated 
by flights at  Kennedy and La-
Guardia airports.

Although former borough 
presidents also had an avia-
tion task force, Melinda Katz 
recently reshaped it and 
named the panel the Queens 
Civic Aviation Coalition. The 
new group was established 
Oct. 17. The task force met for 
the second time Monday.

The panel will write a 
letter to the FAA address-
ing concerns of residents in 
neighborhoods like Bayside 
and Flushing about jet noise 
and pollution. In addition, the 
group will also express its dis-
agreement with the FAA over 
not conducting environmen-
tal studies before making any 
flight changes. 

The Queens Civic Avia-
tion Coalition is comprised of 
Katz, some of her senior staff, 
representatives from Com-
munity Boards 7, 10, 11 and 14, 
representatives from several 
civic associations, an aviation 
activist and the Queens Quiet 

Skies activist group.
“I believe it’s going to be a 

very good group for present-
ing our common interests and 
point of view,” said Janet McE-
neaney, president of Queens 
Quiet Skies, an organizations 
that was formed in northeast 
Queens.“We will express to 
the FAA our dismay for their 
decision to get rid of all envi-
ronmental reviews for their 
flight changes.”

In addition, the Port Au-
thority, which manages both 
airports, will host a work-
ing meeting of the Aviation 
Community Roundtable Nov. 
20 at York College to further 
discuss residents’ complaints 
about aircraft noise. The idea 
of the roundtables is to es-
tablish a multifaceted series 
of steps “to work closer with 
communities on addressing” 
jet noise.

The Port Authority said 
the main objective of the 
roundtables is to address the 
noise issues “while support-
ing growth” at the airports. 
Residents said the increased 
plane noise is also burdening 
their lives and lowering their 
property values.

In another development,  
the state agency announced 
it had hired an environmen-
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BY BILL PARRY

Construction of the first of 
two Neighborhood Slow Zones 
is already underway in Sun-
nyside, Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
announced Tuesday. Speed 
limits have been lowered to 
20 mph and speed bumps have 
already been installed by the 
city Department of Transpor-
tation with more on the way.

“Here in the 26th District 
we are using every tool at our 
disposal to protect the lives 
of our seniors, children and 
families,” said Van Bramer, 
surrounded by students from 
PS 199. “We will improve the 
safety of pedestrians, cyclists 
and motorists who use our 
neighborhood streets every 
single day. Slow Zones have 
a proven track record when 
it comes to lowering the inci-
dents of death and serious in-
juries on our City’s streets.”

Since 2007, their have been 
four fatalities in the zone and 
since 2008 there have been 
three severe pedestrian in-
juries and five very serious 
injuries involving vehicle oc-
cupants. The borders will be 
36th Street to 51st Street be-
tween Queens Boulevard and 
the Long Island Expressway.

The new traffic calming 
features being installed in the 
100-block zone will include 20 
more speed bumps and 31 gate-
ways with signs warning mo-
torists. “All together, they will 
help create safer streets for 
New Yorkers of every age in 
this neighborhood,” Queens 
DOT Borough Commissioner 
Dalila Hall said.

She added that she hoped 
construction on the first zone 
would be completed before 
the winter weather inter-
fered, and that work on the 
second zone would begin in 
the spring. That zone will be 
on the north side of Queens 

Boulevard in the historic Sun-
nyside Gardens district and 
when finished a total of 150 
blocks would be included in 
the two zones. 

 “We have a lot of traffic 
that comes through our neigh-
borhood very fast so this is 
what it’s about,” Community 
Board 2 Chairman Joe Conley 
said.. “It’s about saving lives 
and about improving the qual-
ity of life in our community.”

DOT studies found that a 
pedestrian hit by a vehicle 
travelling 40 mph only has a 

30 percent chance of surviv-
ing, while one hit at 20 mph 
has a 95 percent of survival.

“There’s nothing more 
important than keeping our 
children safe,” Van Bramer 
said. “The single most impor-
tant thing for the parents in 
this district is keeping traffic 
slow, calm, manageable and 
keeping their children safe.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.

Continued on Page 52

Planes taxi on runways at John F. Kennedy International Airport in 
Jamaica. AP Photo/Mark Lennihan

New signs are already in place in Sunnyside’s new slow zone. 
Photo by Bill Parry

Katz revamps group  
to track airport noise

Sunnyside slows down
DOT begins construction of new zones to calm traffi c
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A Queens-born novelist 
signed dozens of copies of his 
new book one night last month 
at the Astoria Bookshop.

More than 50 of E.J. Di-
onne’s fans bought auto-
graphed editions of his “Death 
Logs In,” a technical drama 
wrapped inside a traditional 
crime story, all set in Queens 
and based on characters he 
knew from growing up in the 
borough.

“I was born and raised in 
Queens Village and Flushing,” 
Dionne said. “Even this event 
in Astoria is something of a 
homecoming for me having 
been baptized just a couple of 
blocks away in St. Demetrios. 
In fact, my parents were mar-
ried there. There were a lot of 
friendly ghosts in Astoria for 
me.”

His latest novel, released 
last month, is a sequel to last 
year’s “Death Never Sleeps.” 
The story follows two broth-
ers, one a straight-arrow CEO 
named Michael Nicholas, and 

the other a Queens under-
world figure, Alex, who spent 
millions in Artificial Intelli-
gence technology right before 
his murder.

Michael inherits not just 
Alex’s business but the same 
enemies that assassinated 
him. By day he is the head of 
a Fortune 500 company, but by 
night, Michael runs one of the 
world’s largest illegal gam-
bling operations.

Through technology, Alex 
is able to communicate with 
his brother in virtual form, 
and monitor information and 
people, in ways the National 
Security Agency would envy. 
It is Alex who discovers Mi-
chael’s life is in danger and he 
detects plots that reach every 
corner of Queens to the high-
est officials in the Vatican.

“My novel was heavily in-
fluenced by the ‘Godfather’ 
and ‘2001: A Space Odyssey,’” 
Dionne said. “The computer 
Hal in the movie was the im-
petus to the AI element of the 
book. The technology moves 
it past your traditional crime 

drama and it’s a series that 
can go on and on because the 
advances in technology are 
moving faster than my imagi-
nation.”

Dionne adds that he be-
lieves we are living in a world 
where there is no privacy, but 
he doesn’t stray in to the poli-
tics of eavesdropping.

“I’m not a technological 
type, but I’ve done a lot of re-
search,” Dionne said. “When 
you look at eavesdropping and 
the NSA disclosures, it makes 
the stuff in my book look like 
child’s play.”

In the month since “Death 
Logs In” was released, Dionne 
said, “so far it seems to be do-

ing very, very well. People 
seem excited about the book.” 

He added that readers in 
Queens will recognize charac-
ters and places in the novel.

“Alex eats at Piccola Vene-
zia in Astoria, we used to go 
there for family dinners,” Di-
onne said. “The character is 
based on a next door neighbor 
we had. He had a new car ev-
ery year and the first to have 
an electric garage opener. 
Only later did I realize he was 
a bookie who needed to come 
and go quickly without being 
spotted on the street.”

Dionne settled in Connecti-
cut after a successful career 
in real estate as the head of 
Douglas Elliman. Now re-
tired, he has plenty of time 
for his writing and he plans 
to keep the series going with 
plenty of more material from 
his life in Queens.

 “It’s an amazing place 
that shapes who you become 
you if you grew up there,” he 
said. “It’s in you gut and never 
leaves you, and that’s a good 
thing.”

E.J. Dionne autrographs copies of “Death Logs In” at the Astoria 
Bookshop. Photo courtesy Dn Allen

Queens-born novelist releases second crime thriller
E.J. Dionne signs copies of ‘Death Logs In’ at Astoria Bookshop for nearly 50 fans
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Working women of Queens 
came to Flushing last week to 
tackle the challenges of work-
place inequality.

Job seekers poured through 
the Center for the Women of 
New York’s 27th annual confer-
ence at the Sheraton LaGuardia 
East Hotel last Friday in search 
of new opportunities.

“A lot of women are lost in 
their ideas of what they can 
do,” said Ann Jawin, the cen-
ter’s founder and chairwoman, 
during a panel discussion mod-
erated by TimesLedger News-
paper Editor Roz Liston that 
kicked off the conference.

The Center for the Women 
of New York is a volunteer-run 
nonprofit that advocates for 
women’s rights and serves as a 
resource center.

Panelists at Friday’s event 
described their own career 
paths and told job seekers how 
they became leaders in their 
fields.

Nancy Chen-Baldwin, who 
came to this country at the age 
of 14 from Taiwan , worked in 
a number of managerial roles 
before she became the director 
of the engineering department 
at Northrop-Grumman  . She 
said having strong female men-
tors to guide her along the way 
and build up her confidence 
was critical to her accomplish-

ments.
“I was very fortunate to 

have three or four mentors,” 
she said. “Self-confidence is 
what you need to be successful 
in the corporate world.”

After she left her job as di-
rector, she started her own 
coaching company to help peo-
ple develop their careers.

State Assemblywoman Nily 
Rozic (D-Fresh Meadows), for 
her part, was born in Israel 
before her family moved to the 
United States. She grew up in 
Fresh Meadows and had a pas-
sion for public service from a 
young age. She started work-
ing as a scheduler in a gov-
ernment office before quickly 
rising through the ranks to 

become Assemblyman Brian 
Kavanaugh’s (D-Manhattan) 
chief of staff by the age of 23. 
She was elected to the state Leg-
islature in 2012, when she was 
just 26 and became the young-
est woman serving in the gov-
erning body.

Rozic trumpeted various 
bills she has introduced to 
strive for gender equality in 
the work place. She stressed 
the importance of the Women’s 
Equality Act, a 10-point piece 
of legislation that would codify 
Roe vs. Wade in the state. The 
bill has stalled in the state Sen-
ate, which has been controlled 
by a coalition of Republicans 
and a breakaway group of Dem-

BY SARINA TRANGLE

City Board of Elections 
President Jose Miguel Araujo 
put his wife on the payroll so 
their family could get health in-
surance, but the move may not 
have been a benefit now that 
city attorneys are involved.

The city Conflicts of Inter-
est Board announced last week 
it levied its maximum fine of 
$10,000 against Araujo, Queens’ 
Democratic BOE commission-
er, and issued a $1,500 penalty 
against a Queens borough man-
ager who also breached city law 
by hiring a relative.  

Araujo admitted he em-
ployed his wife, Rita Araujo, 
as a temporary clerk in the 
Queens BOE office for more 
than 2 1/2 years in a signed dis-
position.

“I hired my wife so that 

she could obtain health insur-
ance for our family under the 
city’s health benefits program,” 
the document read. “Rita was 
employed by the BOE from ap-
proximately Feb. 21, 2010 to Oct. 
11, 2012, during which time she 
was enrolled in a city health 
benefits program.”

Araujo, who lives in East 
Elmhurst and works as an at-
torney at Renfroe, Driscoll & 
Foster, LLP, said he terminated 
his wife when his commission-
er position was up for renewal 
and officials told him he needed 
a waiver to employ her, accord-
ing to the disposition.

Araujo did not return calls 
for comment.

He was named Queens’ 
Democratic BOE commissioner 
in 2008 and reappointed twice. 
His fellow commissioners voted 
him president in July 2014.

Under state law, the two 
major political parties must 
be equally represented in the 
agency. Ten commissioners — 
one Democrat and one Republi-
can from each borough — over-
see the board. The City Council 
typically fills these leadership 

BY JUAN SOTO

Korean comfort women 
will forever have their place 
in history. The mostly un-
known story of these Asian 
women will be part of the Kup-
ferberg Holocaust Center and 
Archives at Queensborough 
Community College.

Leaders of the CUNY col-
lege and the Asian commu-
nity said the permanent exhi-
bition will remember the tens 
of thousands of Asian, mostly 
Korean, women and teenage 
girls who were kidnapped 
and forced into sexual slavery 
by the Japanese Army dur-
ing World War II. Many were 
killed, others never returned 
home.

Some historians estimated 
there were about 200,000 com-
fort women. Some 239 women 
publicly spoke about their ex-
periences  and by 2013, only 56 
were still alive.

The idea came about three 
years ago, when the Korean 
community in Queens   ap-
proached Queensborough 
Community College to have 
the comfort women remem-
bered because of their suffer-
ing.

“The more we studied it, 
the more we could not find a 
reason to say no,” said Arthur 
Flug, executive director of the 
Kupferberg Holocaust Center 
and Archives, while announc-
ing the  permanent exhibit 
to honor the Korean comfort 
women at the college campus 
Oct. 30.   

Holocaust and comfort 
women survivors met and 
formed the group called the 
Sisterhood of Survivors, Flug 
said.

“I was very happy to meet 
some of these women,” said 
Ethel Katz, a Holocaust sur-
vivor who spoke at the college 
campus  during the announce-

ment of the exhibition. . “Our 
hearts spoke to one another.”

Some students at Queens-
borough Community College 
learned what happened to 
these women during intern-
ships set up by the CUNY 
school.  They were able to con-
nect, via Internet and Skype, 
with some of the survivors. 
When they asked them how 
they can help, the Korean 
women answered, “Please, 
don’t forget us, and don’t for-
get what happened to us.”

“This is not a political is-
sue,” said Sung Min, president 
of the Korean American Asso-
ciation of Greater New York. 
“This is a human rights issue, 
not an attack on any govern-
ment.”

Some Japanese lawmakers 
denied the allegations, saying 
the women worked in military 
brothels willingly. However, 
in 1993, Japan apologized for 
coercing the young women 
into sex slavery.

The permanent tribute to 
Korean comfort women will 
have a budget of about $50,000 
to $80,000 to install, Flug said. 
It will include the art exhibit 
“Eulogies” by Steve Cavallo, 
a collection of paintings that 
portray some of these women 
when they were both young 
and old.

“We are designing the ex-
hibit, but it will be ongoing and 
that will allow us to change 
the content,” Flug said.

City Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) said, “this was a 
terrible tragedy and hopefully 
it won’t happen again.”

“For more than 75 years, 
the comfort women of Korea 
have lived in the shadows of 
history,” said Flug. This per-
manent exhibition, he said, 
“will serve as a powerful les-
son to our entire community 
and beyond.”

Charges of nepotism at the city 
Board of Elections are not new.

Queensborough Community College and Asian leaders present the 
permanent exhibition to honor Korean comfort women.  

Photo by Juan Soto

Elected officials join community leaders and panelists at the 
panel discussion at the Sheraton Laguardia in Flushing. 

Photo by Alex Robinson

Qnsboro CC to honor
Asian comfort women

Boro BOE leader fi ned $10K

Panel eyes inequality
Women’s job conference seeks to level playing fi eld

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52
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Assembly members Cath-
erine Nolan (D-Ridgewood) 
and Ron Kim (D-Flushing) 
both won re-election Tues-
day and will return to the 
lower house in Albany. 

Nolan, who has held her 
seat in the 37th District since 
1984, got nearly 83 percent 
of the vote, defeating John 
Kevin Wilson for the third 
straight time. 

The Libertarian from 
Sunnyside, a bartender and 
actor by profession, received 
only 7 percent of the vote af-
ter he secured 12 percent in 
2012 and 16 percent in 2010.

Nolan, who lives in Ridge-
wood with her husband and 
son, has served as chairwom-
an of the Education Commit-
tee since 2006 and sits on 
the Ways and Means, Rule, 
Veterans’ Affairs and Corpo-

ration, Authorities and Com-
missions committees.

“Wow! Unofficial returns 
show that I received approxi-
mately 93 percent of the vote,” 
Nolan said. “My sincerest 
thanks to all the thousands 
of voters in the neighbor-
hoods of the 37th Assembly 
District, including Queens-
bridge, Long Island City, 
Sunnyside, Maspeth, Raven-
swood, Astoria houses, Hunt-
ers Point and Ridgewood who 
have honored me with the 
great privilege of represent-
ing them in the New York 
State Assembly. I will return 
to Albany renewed in my 
commitment to work hard to 
honor their trust.”

Meanwhile, Ron Kim, the 
first Korean American in the 
New York Legislation recap-
tured District 40 with 59 per-

BY ALEX ROBINSON

While Democratic state 
senators in Queens were able to 
retain their seats, their upstate 
colleagues did not fare as well, 
leading to the GOP reasserting 
their control over the upper 
chamber.

The Republicans were 
poised to knock off three up-
state Democrats Tuesday night 
to win the 32 seats needed for a 
majority in the 63-member Sen-
ate.

The GOP previously con-
trolled the state Senate in a 
power-sharing coalition with 
a five-member faction of break-
away Democrats called the In-
dependent Democratic Confer-
ence.

Facing primaries, the IDC 
struck a deal this summer 
to form a new coalition with 
mainline Democrats. IDC lead-
ership had reportedly gone cold 

on the new agreement recently 
as two of its members contin-
ued to face primaries, but it is 
unlikely the rogue Democrats 
will serve as kingmakers either 
way this legislative session as 
the GOP no longer need the IDC 
to retain power.

A spokeswoman for the IDC 
did not return requests for com-
ment.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), who joined the IDC in 
February and endured a bitter 
primary battle against former 
City Comptroller John Liu this 
summer, declined to comment 
on how the election results 

would affect the IDC. Avella 
beat Green Party candidate 
Paul Gilman in a landslide by 
a margin of 92.1 percent to 7.9 
percent, according to unofficial 
Board of Elections results.

Democrats had hoped to 
wrestle power of the state Sen-
ate away from Republicans, 
who have dominated control of 
the chamber for decades. 

Senate Democratic spokes-
man Mike Murphy issued a 
statement after the election re-
sults came in saying Democrats 
remain committed to a number 
of legislative initiatives, in-
cluding hiking the minimum 
wage and passing the Women’s 
Equality Act.

“We congratulate the entire 
Democratic statewide slate and 
while we are disappointed with 
the Senate results, we congratu-
late the  Republicans,” he said.

BY SARINA TRANGLE

New Yorkers returned Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo to Albany with 
52.8 percent of the vote and 
sent the same all-Democratic 
Queens’ delegation of state 
legislators back to the capital, 
according to unofficial state 
Board of Elections results.

Preliminary Congressio-
nal results from the BOE also 
included no surprises, with all 
six of the borough’s Democratic 
incumbents winning Tuesday.

But borough Republicans 
were celebrating when results 
came in Wednesday, noting the 
GOP was poised to control the 
national and state Senates.

Robert Hornak, a Queens 
GOP spokesman, said he be-
lieved this would quell Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s influence in Al-
bany and force the governor to 
collaborate with Republicans 
more frequently. The mayor 
campaigned vigorously for 
Democratic Senate hopefuls 
around the state.

“I don’t think this is going 
to be tremendously different for 
the way business goes except 
that there are going to be a cou-

ple of issues the governor might 
have been able to get through ... 
like the abortion rights exten-
sion, minimum wage,” Hornak 
said. “There’s going to have to 
be a lot more give-
and-take on these 
issues.”

Michael Reich, 
executive secretary 
of the Queens Demo-
cratic Party, could 
not immediately be reached for 
comment.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris 

(D-Astoria), chairman of the 
Democratic State Senate Cam-
paign Committee, expressed 
optimism about Democratic 
priorities in a statement.

“Senate Democrats 
will continue working 
to make life better for 
all New Yorkers by en-
acting a real increase 
in the minimum wage, 

passing meaningful eth-
ics and campaign finance re-
form, and fighting for women’s 
equality,” Gianaris said. “We 

hope that members of other 
conferences join us in support-
ing these measures that are 
overwhelmingly supported by 
a majority of New Yorkers.”

Cuomo received 52.8 percent 
of the vote compared to Repub-
lican Robert Astornio’s 39.2 per-
cent, Green Howie Hawkins’ 4.8 
percent, Libertarian Michael 
McDermott’s 0.4 percent, and 
Sapient Party candidate Ste-
ven Cohn’s 0.1 percent, with 93 
percent of election districts re-
ported, unofficial BOE results 

show.
The Democrats also held 

onto the state comptroller po-
sition — with the incumbent 
Thomas DiNapoli securing 57.1 
percent of the vote; Republican 
Robert Antonacci, 34.5 percent; 
Green Theresa Portelli, 2.5 
percent; and Libertarian John 
Clifton, 0.7 percent — and the 
attorney general spot — with 
incumbent Eric Schneiderman 
winning 53 percent of the vote; 
Republican John Cahill,  39.1 
percent; Green Ramon Jime-
nez, 2.1 percent; and Libertar-
ian Carl Person, 0.6 percent, 
according to unofficial BOE re-
sults with 94 percent of election 
districts reported.

The Democrats captured a 
larger share of votes in Queens. 
Unofficial BOE results show 
Cuomo taking 73.5 percent of 
the vote in the borough, com-
pared to Astornio’s 20.8 per-
cent; DiNapoli amassing 72 
percent of the vote, compared 
to Antonacci’s 19.9 percent; and 
Schneiderman securing 72.6 
percent of the vote compared 
to Cahill’s 20 percent, with 

Michael Gianaris, Tony Avella and 
Joseph Addabbo were re-elected. 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo (l.) won another four-year term against Republican challenger Rob Astorino.

Queens keeps its electeds in offi ce
Boro voters overwhelming back Cuomo, send Democratic slate back to Washington

GOP wins state Senate majority 
as borough incumbents stay put

Nolan, Kim victorious
in state Assembly races

Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 54

Continued on Page 52
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BY BILL PARRY AND JUAN SOTO
 
There were no surprises on 

Election Night in Queens as 
voters returned five U.S. repre-
sentatives to the House. 

Incumbents easily fought 
off their challengers, and only 
the race between Steve Israel 
(D-Melville) and Republican 
Grant Lally was somewhat 
close. It was not a good night 
for Democrats nationwide, but 
New York seemed to be an ex-
ception.  

Unofficial results from the 
state  Board of Elections gave 
Israel about 52 percent of the 
vote, compared to his oppo-
nent’s 43 percent. The con-
gressman banked 85, 310 votes, 
while Lally, who mounted a de-
cent challenge, captured 71,212 
ballots.

Israel’s congressional dis-
trict represents Bay Terrace, 
Whitestone, Dougalston, Little 
Neck and parts of Bellerose 
as well as Nassau and Suffolk 
counties.

In the Queens section, the 
incumbent also came out on 
top. He rolled in 11,437 votes 
(58 percent), while Lally, who 

promised to open an office in 
Queens if he was elected, got 
6,957.

“I voted for Israel. I know 
him,” said Mark Oberst, a Bay 
Terrace resident. “It shouldn’t 
be close, but in elections you 
never know.”

Israel, who is chairman of 
the Democratic Congressional 
Campaign Committee, won an 
eighth term in office. 

“I am proud of my fight for 
middle-class tax relief, equal 
pay for women, and to protect 
Social Security and Medi-
care,” the congressman said. 
“I want to thank New Yorkers 
for giving me the opportunity 
to continue this work.”

He pointed out that “serv-
ing as your representative in 
Washington is a tremendous 
honor, and I look forward to 
continuing to be your voice for 
our community and our val-
ues.”

In southeast Queens, U.S. 
Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-Jamai-
ca) won re-election in a land-
slide. Meeks received 72,454 
votes, while his independent 
challenger, Allan Steinhardt, 
got 3,618 votes, according to 

unofficial results.
Meeks was first elected to 

Congress in a special election 
in 1998.

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Astoria) was also re-elected 
by a wide margin. The veteran 
congresswoman, who will 
serve her 12th term in office, 
retained her seat with about 77 
percent of the votes, according 
to the unofficial results by the 
Board of Elections.

“I sincerely thank the peo-
ple of Manhattan, Brooklyn 
and Queens who have given 
me another opportunity to help 
address the pressing problems 
our city, state and nation con-
tinue to face,” said Maloney, 
who obtained 83,870 votes to 

Republican challenger Nicho-
las Di Lorio’s 21,160.

“The challenges are great 
and the priorities are many,” 
she said. “I am hopeful that the 
next two years in Washington 
will not be a repeat of the past 
two.”

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) retained 
his seat in Congress, with 
47,370 ballots. The vice chair-
man of the Democratic Caucus 
beat his Republican challenger 
Elizabeth Perri, who had 6,318 
votes, according to the Board 
of Elections, for his eighth 
term in office.

“Throughout my time in 
Congress, I’ve fought for the 
American Dream, the idea 

that every American deserves 
the opportunity to make life 
better for themselves and their 
families,” Crowley said.   

He added, “Now more than 
ever, that dream hangs in the 
balance, threatening middle-
class families, workers, and 
the most vulnerable amongst 
us, including seniors and chil-
dren.”  

It was also an easy ride for 
U.S. Rep. Nydia Velázquez (D-
Brooklyn), who drew 53, 283 
votes, or more than 73 per-
cent. In the three-way race, 
she beat Republican José Luís 
Fernández, who got 5,299 
votes, and    Conservative Al-
lan Romaguera, who obtained 
1,289.  Velázquez’s districts 
covers parts of Maspeth, 
Ridgewood and Woodhaven in 
Queens.

U.S. Rep. Hakeem Jeffries 
(D-Brooklyn) had also a good 
ElectionDay. He captured, ac-
cording to the state Board of 
Elections, 71,280 votes, while 
Conservative Alan Bellone got 

U.S. Reps. Carolyn Maloney (from l. to r.), Steve Israel and Gregory Meeks 
were all re-elected to the House  during Tuesday’s election.

Queens reps score wins as Israel defeats rival
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

A Long Island City man was among 
three former city Department of En-
vironmental Protection employees 
charged in a decade-long bribery 
scheme and accused of pocketing lav-
ish gifts from a Houston business in ex-
change for renewing its contracts, city 
investigators said.

The city Department of Investiga-
tion announced last week that former 
DEP transportation section chief Den-
nis Jones, of Long Island City, was ar-
rested following investigators’ probe 
of Flo Trend System Inc’s $14 worth of 
water treatment holding containers and 
maintenance contracts with the agency 
from 1998 to 2012. 

Jones was responsible for drafting 
Flo Trends’ contract specifications and 

approving its purchase orders. He alleg-
edly accepted New York Yankee tickets, 
a Las Vegas vacation, a Montauk fish-
ing trip and gas cards from the Houston 
filtration business, investigators said. 
They contend he instructed Flo Trend to 
submit fraudulent purchase orders for 
cell phones and related service plans, 
and then halted billing  and slowed work 
on a contract when Flo Trend did not 
comply.

“DOI’s investigation uncovered a 
bribery scheme that benefited everyone 
but the city, and defrauded the taxpay-
ers of tens of thousands of dollars,” DOI 
Commissioner Mark Peters said in a 
statement.

The Queens district attorney’s of-
fice, which is prosecuting the case, had 
not identified Jones’ attorney as of press 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

City Comptroller Scott Stringer has 
launched an audit of a Laurelton char-
ter school along with three others.

Merrick Academy’s books are set to 
be scrutinized as part of a larger audit 
which will also target Bedford Stuyve-
sant New Beginnings Charter School, 
South Bronx Charter for International 
Cultures and the Arts, as well as Suc-
cess Academy, a network of charters 
that is headed by former City Council-
woman Eva Moskowitz.

The Laurelton school, at 136-25 218 
St., was previously audited by the state 
comptroller’s office in 2007. The report 
made 17 recommendations on how the 
school could improve controls over its 
financial management practices. The 
audit also found that the charter had 
overpaid a contractor who was helping 
manage and oversee the school’s opera-
tions by more than $14,000.

Robert Washington, an attorney 
who represents the school, said the 
scope of the audit was not clear yet, but 
the charter would be compliant with 
the probe.

“If the audit reveals anything that 
would allow the school to provide a bet-
ter education I’m sure they’re going to 
implement that,” he said. “We welcome 
their input.”

Stringer’s office said the schools for 
his audit were selected based on objec-
tive criteria such as geography, size 
and publicly available financial data.

“Nothing is more important than 
the education of our kids,” Stringer 
said. “My office is going to make sure 
that taxpayer dollars are being used 
appropriately and that proper controls 

are in place to ensure that all young 
New Yorkers are getting the quality 
education they deserve.”

The audit comes after a new state 
law mandating the state and city comp-
trollers to audit charter schools, which 
receive public funding but operate in-
dependently with their own teachers 
and curriculum.

Another new state law, championed 
by Gov. Andrew Cuomo, paved the way 
for Success Network charter schools in 
Queens last spring after Mayor Bill de 
Blasio threatened to deny public space 
for them. The SUNY board of trustees 
approved an additional four more Suc-
cess Network schools for Queens, which 
will likely co-locate public schools.

“Success Academy spends less per 
student than district schools but has 
more than double their proficiency 
rates,” Moskowitz said in a statement 
in response to Stringer’s audit. “Thus, 
we are confident that the comptroller 
will find that we use funds efficiently 
and appropriately, although we believe 
his energies would be better spent in-
vestigating the use of funds in the fail-
ing schools in which 143,000 New York 
City children are trapped.”

City Comptroller Scott Stringer addresses 
the crowd at an Astoria event. 

LIC man charged in scheme
to defraud DEP: DA Brown

Merrick Academy charter
part of Stringer’s audit 

Continued on Page 52
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POLICE 

Blotter
SUNNYSIDE - Police 

from the 108th Precinct 
were looking for two sus-
pects wanted for the violent 
mugging of an 81-year-old 
man on Oct. 26. William 
Eichorn, a legally blind 
Sunnyside resident, was 
withdrawing cash from an 
ATM machine at the Chase 
branch at 46-10 Queens 
Blvd., when two heavyset, 
black males in their 20s to 
30s approached the victim 
and punched him in the face 
and removed $100 in cash 
as well as his debit card, ac-
cording to the NYPD.

On Tuesday, Eichorn and his family were joined by City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) and Deputy Inspector Brian Hennessy of the 108th 
Precinct to appeal to the community in identifying the suspects. “Our commu-
nity does not and will never tolerate this type of violent crime in our neighbor-
hood,” Van Bramer said. “Mr. Eichorn is a good man and just like any other 
person in our community deserves to live in peace. No New Yorker should ever 
fear living in their own community.”

Legally blind Sunnyside man robbed at ATM

JACKSON HEIGHTS - Police 
from the 115th Precinct were ask-
ing for the public’s help in finding 
four suspects wanted in an armed 
robbery. On Oct. 31, a 25-year-old 
man entered his apartment build-
ing on 89th Street in Jackson 
Heights where two of the four sus-
pects were waiting for him. 

One of the two suspects, armed 
with a gun, took the victim’s keys 
and went into his apartment, ac-
cording to police. Once inside,  the 
two suspects searched the victim’s home and removed an undetermined amount 
of cash, while two other suspects acted as look-outs, police said.

The armed suspect then pistol-whipped the victim and the suspects fled the 
location. The victim refused medical attention at the scene.

Jax Hgts man robbed in apt. building: Cops

Off-duty officer arrested in choking incident

Police released this image of four suspects want-
ed in connection with a Jackson Heights rob-
bery. Photo courtesy NYPD

William Eichorn (c.) surrounded by family and commu-
nity leaders at the spot where he was mugged. 

Photo courtesy Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer

QUEENS VILLAGE — A police officer was arrested for allegedly choking his 
wife in their Queens Village home, the NYPD said. 

The off-duty cop, according to authorities, was charged with criminal ob-
struction of breathing and harassment. 

The incident occurred Sunday about 6 p.m., police said. The victim sustained 
minor injuries, the NYPD said. 

Got tips?

Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 
(CRIMES) and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.
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BY BILL PARRY

Carmen Rosario gave her 
lungs and legs quite a workout 
during Sunday’s 44th annual 
New York City Marathon, 
and she wasn’t even running 
the race this year. Normally 
around 150,000 runners enter 
the lottery and only one in 
three win a spot in the field 
of 50,000.

“I run every year for chil-
dren with developmental dis-
abilities,” Rosario said. “I run 
all year with the team from 
the Queens Center for Prog-
ress but I wasn’t chosen in 
the raffle so I’m here to cheer 
them on.” Rosario, a resident 
of Richmond Hill, was the co-
ordinator of this year’s QCP 
Cheering Station that set up 
shop on the corner of 44th 
Drive and 21st Street in Long 
Island City.

The Queens Center for 
Progress is a non-profit that 
provides services for the bor-
ough’s developmentally chal-
lenged.

“LIC is the halfway mark 
for the marathon and we 
want to give the runners the 
encouragement they need on 
the way to the Queensboro 
Bridge,” Rosario said. “We 
want to be so loud that they 
all remember Queens.” 

She had been expecting 
nearly a hundred volunteers 
to help cheer, hand out water 
and inspire the runners, but 
wind gusts of nearly 40 mph 
and a general lack of parking 
because of numerous street 
closures kept many away.

Seth Bornstein, the execu-
tive director of the Queens 
Economic Development Cor-
poration, was on hand early 
on. “I ran the marathon in 
1993 and 1994 and I was really 
happy that I didn’t finish last 
both years,” he said. “I love 
the marathon, so it’s great to 

be out here supporting the 
runners. I love it.”

By early afternoon, the 
numbers in the cheering sta-
tion had swelled to two dozen. 
The wind began to die down 
and the sun started to warm 
the race enthusiasts as did 
the music from Manic Blue, a 
rock band from Bayside and 
Whitestone.

“We’ve volunteered to play 
during the marathon for the 
last six years,” guitarist Chris 
Galligan said. “It’s freezing, 
but it’s worth it. Everyone is 
here to have a good time.”

Wendy Phaff, a 65-year-
old resident of Briarwood, 
ran the race with members 
of the Queens Distance Run-
ners and was happy to see and 
hear the Cheering Station.

“Coming over the Pulaski 
Bridge was a very emotional 
moment for me,” Phaff said. “I 
moved back to Queens a year 
ago and consider the borough 
my hometown. Coming up on 
the cheer spot was amazing, a 
very spirited crowd led by our 
No. 1 cheerleader. It was truly 
an amazing day.”

Rosario and her group 
were cheering 16 runners 
from Queens Center for Prog-
ress. They were aided by 
cowbells, whistles and pom-
poms.

“This is a very, very tough 
run this year because of the 
wind   --- it’s right in their face,” 
she said. “I can’t imagine how 
hard it’s going to be for them 
going up the bridge.” 

She said she can’t wait to 
run the race next year, but if 
she doesn’t win a spot in the 
raffle, she’ll be right back on 
the corner as the No. 1 cheer-
leader.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260-
4538.

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Mayor Bill de Blasio seems 
to have provoked the political 
ire of Rockaway ferry advo-
cates by letting the service ex-
pire and then moving swiftly to 
have the dock dismantled.

The peninsula’s elected of-
ficials met with de Blasio Oct. 
30 to make a final plea for con-
tinuing the ferry route, which 
began carrying passengers 
from Beach 108th Street to 
the Brooklyn Army Terminal 
and downtown Manhattan af-
ter Hurricane Sandy flooded 
A train tracks two years ago.  
They convinced the mayor to 
drop a homeless shelter pro-
posal on Beach 8th Street, but 
not to reverse the course of the 
ferry’s future.

Boats stopped last Friday 
and Phil McManus, of the ad-
vocacy group Queens Public 
Transit Committee, said crews 
were out ripping out the penin-
sula’s dock Monday. 

Suddenly lawmakers’ politi-
cal  clout was up for question in 
the peninsula.

“No ferry, no vote,” Mc-
Manus said. “This is clear-cut 
politics. We don’t count.”

Both McManus and Joe Har-
tigan, a retired FDNY employee 
pushing for expanded ferry ser-
vice, said they were surprised 
elected officials could not se-
cure the $5 million necessary 
to continue the ferry in a city 
budget of roughly $75 billion.

“If you can’t get .007 percent 
of the city budget, then you 
don’t belong in politics,” Harti-
gan has said.

Michael Krasner, a politi-
cal science professor at Queens 
College, warned against sizing 
up officials’ effectiveness based 
on one issue. 

“If this is losing a lot of mon-
ey, then no elected official is go-
ing to save it,” he said.

Ferry supporters said they 
believe Rockaway has long been 
a dumping ground for nursing, 
group and adult homes, rehab 
centers and other government 
facilities. They took note when 
de Blasio’s lack of campaigning 
in the western end of Rockaway 
inspired a peninsula paper’s 
editorial, when he was absent 
from its St. Patrick’s Day pa-
rade and when his administra-
tion opened a shelter on Beach 
65th St.

And Scarlett McHugh, a 
Belle Harbor resident, tweeted 
a 2013 mayoral election results 
graphic and suggested de Bla-
sio did not fund the ferry be-
cause roughly 70 percent of the 
Breezy Point and Belle Harbor 
area cast votes against him.

The administration and city 
Economic Development Corp. 
have argued the ferry’s 400 
daily ridership and the roughly 
$30 subsidy per passenger made 
it unsustainable.

Amy Spitalnick, de Blasio’s 
director of public affairs, said 
the mayor has focused on the 
Rockaways and supported and 
started initiatives to serve its 
residents.

“From new workforce de-
velopment initiatives, includ-
ing the Rockaways Economic 
Advancement Initiative, to 

kickstarting Build it Back and 
implementing resiliency mea-
sures that will provide unprece-
dented protection, the adminis-
tration’s commitment is clear,” 
Spitalnick wrote in an e-mail. 
“And programs such as univer-
sal pre-K, after school, paid sick 
leave and more will play a key 
role in lifting up working fami-
lies in the Rockaways.”

The mayor’s office noted he 
had recently been in the Rock-
aways several times, and had 
met with its elected officials to 
begin formulating a long-term 
plan for the peninsula.

“We want to have a truly co-
herent plan for the Rockaways,” 
the mayor said, according to an 
Oct. 15 Bayswater press con-
ference transcript. “We don’t 
want to just throw some spare 
pieces, or stray pieces, at the 
equation.”

Rockaway residents faulted 
the city’s calculations, saying 
ridership statistics would have 
spiked if weekend ferry service 
was offered during beach sea-
son.

“We are one of the furthest 
commutes, so it’s going to cost 
more,” said McManus. “Still, 
it’s okay for Staten Island to 
have a free ferry for the last 20 
something years, but not us.”

Members of the QCP Cheering Section whoop it up during the NYC 
Marathon. Photo courtesy Carmen Rosario

Rockaway ferry advocates say the city has begun tearing up the penin-
sula’s dock. Photo by Christina Santucci

Rockaway ferry ends
Residents ask if politics was behind route’s demise

Marathon runners get
cheers at LIC midpoint

Senate Democrats blamed 
their party’s poor  performance 
on low voter turn out, the GOP 
sweep across the country, and 
anger toward President Bar-
rack Obama.

“This was a tsunami for the 
Republicans,” said state Sen. 
Joseph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach), who won his own dis-
trict by a margin of 55.1 to 44.9 
percent against Republican 

Michael Conigliaro. “There’s 
momentum with every elec-
tion. We saw it with other presi-
dential and mid-term elections. 
There is a certain momentum 
in every campaign.”

Addabbo attributed the 
closeness of his own race to an-
ger toward Obama and Mayor 
Bill de Blasio.

“This was a message sent by 
the people that they have been 
angered by incumbents, Demo-
crats, de Blasio and Obama,” 
he said “Local politics is most 

important to my constituents. 
Obama and De Blasio won’t 
come through that door and 
help you, but I’ll be there.”

Addabbo, Avella and state 
Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) were the only three 
lawmakers from the upper 
chamber who faced general 
election challengers in Queens. 
Gianaris crushed independent 
challenger Anthony Aldorasi, 
winning 95.8 percent of the 
vote, according to unofficial 
BOE results.

Senate
Continued from Page 5 
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

I am a resident of Astoria 
Houses for 17 years. Astoria Cove 
is extremely important to me be-
cause I have younger siblings that 
are being raised in this neighbor-
hood.

I have heard many positive 
ideas about the Astoria Cove de-
velopment so far. One thing I am 
very excited about is the opportu-
nity for this project to bring jobs 
into the neighborhood.

I am starting Queens College 
next semester, and I will be work-
ing my union job by night. My dai-
ly commute will be difficult, espe-
cially while I must juggle in order 
to get to class on time and then get 
to my job at night by the start of 
my shift in Manhattan.

The union jobs that will be 

brought into my neighborhood 
will be extremely beneficial to me. 
Walking to work would not only 
make my life a whole lot easier, 
but it would also better the lives 
of other residents around the com-
munity who also want to work on 
or as a result of the development.

The jobs will give an opportu-
nity for residents to improve their 
lives. My neighbors who gain new 
employment opportunities will be 
trained to work in construction 
jobs and skills that translate to 
other careers.

Permanent jobs also will be 
available in security and building 
maintenance, something a lot of 
us are looking forward to. These 
opportunities are the boost that 
current residents need for strong 

careers.
Currently, Astoria Houses 

are in a secluded area and there 
aren’t many resources for people 
to benefit from. Residents of Asto-
ria Houses currently need to take 
a bus just to buy fresh produce. We 
are in desperate need of a nearby 
supermarket.

I believe this development is 
a great idea because it will allow 
new businesses we need to open 
us, making them more accessible 
to Astoria House residents.

I support the Astoria Cove 
development for the betterment of 
my generation and those who will 
follow in our community.

George Roman
Astoria Houses Resident
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Voting picked up in Queens on Election Day, but 
still not enough people could muster the strength or 
interest to get themselves to the polls. The decisive 
races were held back in September during the prima-
ries and even a contest as closely followed as the Tony 
Avella-John Liu face-off failed to rouse more than 13 
percent of registered Democrats from their lairs.

Early voting patterns Nov. 4 indicated the gover-
nor’s race had shaken loose more voters in Queens, 
part of a state with one of the lowest voter turnouts 
in the nation.

The Democratic Party is so dominant in Queens 
that there are few matches in which challengers from 
other parties have a shot at winning. The county’s 
Republican Party has been eviscerated by internal 
warfare and was incapable of mounting a strong GOP 
candidate against any sitting lawmaker this year.

City Councilman Eric Ulrich is the only Republi-
can left standing in the borough after Councilman Pe-
ter Koo of Flushing converted to the Democratic side 
of the aisle and U.S. Rep. Bob Turner lost a re-election 
bid.

There is little incentive for an elected official to 
campaign vigorously if there is no opponent in the 
field, which means year after year incumbents are 
returned to office in this borough without having to 
defend their records.

What do they stand for? What have they done?
Even when some lawmakers face opponents with 

light resumes from third parties, they avoid inter-
views with the local papers that want to discuss their 
views on issues. Or they ask members of their staff 
to respond to criticism from their rivals rather than 
talking directly to the reporters.

Elected officials have a responsibility to let the 
people they represent know what position they take 
on legislation affecting their districts. Sending out a 
newsletter several times a year doesn’t cover all the 
bases.

The electorate should hear from their constitu-
ents at public forums or town halls, but some lawmak-
ers are rarely seen.

No wonder far too many Queens voters are stay-
ing home.

MISSING VOTERS

Astoria Cove a boon for LIC
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READERS WRITE

Gov. Andrew Cuomo did a dis-
service to the residents of Queens and 
nearby area on Oct. 20 when he called 
for plans to modernize LaGuardia and 
Kennedy airports without explaining 
that it is the taxpayers who will pay 
for much of this.

Community groups in Queens 
and elsewhere have been pointing out 
for the last 30 months — since the FAA 
started to jam as many jets as possible 
through the NYC air space — that this 
huge increase in traffic comes with 
huge costs.

These include costs to public 
health from increased noise and air 
pollution, costs to our overburdened 

highways, tunnels and bridges to ac-
commodate the millions of additional 
passengers that the FAA and the air-
lines want, and costs in reduced prop-
erty values, which will eventually 
mean reduced property tax revenues 
to NYC.

All this so the airlines — which 
are raking in more money than ever 
— can get a free ride on the backs of 
local communities.

Shame on you, Gov. Cuomo, for 
ignoring the damage that the airlines 
and their supporters in the FAA are in-
flicting on the people on the ground.

Peter Rutledge
Bayside

I don’t particularly mind that 
Dunkin’ Donuts is launching a fourth 
franchise in Forest Hills.

I do mind that they got the land-
lord to agree to shut down Bonelle, the 
nearby small independent pastry shop. 
Dunkin’ Donuts is obviously afraid to 
operate close to a real bakery — so 
much so that it has to resort to an un-
derhanded tactic that limits customer 
choice and robs our neighborhood of a 
bit of its character and flavor.

Let’s not welcome this fourth 
franchise.

Becker Friedman
Forest Hills

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

I have just finished reading Coun-
cil Member Elizabeth Crowley’s let-
ter (“Domestic violence victims must 
break the silence”) in the Bayside 
Times Oct. 17-23 issue. I will give them 
the answer why victims are no longer 
calling for help. They are not calling 
for help because the system to help 
them is broken.

In fact, Alan Hevesi our former 
city comptroller did a study of services 
for victims and called it “The Broken 
System.” He did it because after I went 
undercover as a victim and brought 
him four hours of rejections of ser-
vices, he did his study in five languag-
es. He then brought it to then-Mayor 
Giuliani’s attention and some small 
changes were made.

Amazingly, there also was no 

help for the abuser. When I called as 
an abuser, I was asked if I was sent 
by the court system. When I said no, 
I was referred to another phone num-
ber. I called that number and it was 
disconnected. I called at 3 a.m., as a 
senior citizen whose son is threaten-
ing me and I’m scared he will kill me. I 
was referred to a shelter in the Bronx. 
I told them I live in Bayside and was 
told to take the A train. I said I was on 
a walker. The person hung up on me.

I called and was always asked the 
age and gender of my children. When 
I said I have sons, I was told women 
in shelters are fearful of having male 
children in shelters. Yet, when I called 
some shelters, men answered and 
were disturbed that I woke them up at 
2 a.m.

I suggest our elected officials stop 
marching and celebrating “Go Purple” 
and check out the agencies receiving 
our tax dollars but not giving the ser-
vices women need. I called one phone 
number and their outgoing message 
was “our office hours are from 9-5.” 
I received a booklet from the former 
Borough President Claire Shulman. 
When I called her office after my four-
hour undercover investigation from 
names and numbers of services in her 
domestic violence directory, she was 
not interested. However, she had a do-
mestic violence committee.

Where is the conscience of our 
elected ones? Alan Hevesi was the 
only one interested and after hearing 
the tape of what I went through as a 
victim, he took it further. He had his 

staff make calls in five different lan-
guages.

Alan, call the elected ones and 
let them know what’s going on in our 
city. You were the only elected one who 
cared. Could it be that those calling for 
help are poor and mostly people of col-
or? The upper class domestic violence 
victims fly to Miami to get away and 
hire lawyers.

Stop the phony marches and start 
investigating the shoddy services in a 
broken system for domestic violence 
victims. Check out the report that 
Hevesi did, “Domestic Violence: A bro-
ken system.”

Joyce Shepard
Bayside

Abuse victims still getting cold shoulder

Another Dunkin’ 
hurting area

Gov. turns deaf ears to boro

CORRECTION
An article about health in the Rockaways in the Oct. 
31-Nov. 6 editions of The TimesLedger Newspapers 
inaccurately described the 700 consultations the 
Doctors of the World’s clinic has given in the past 
year. We regret the error.

Place Ebola blame elsewhere

In noting a significant lack of the-
atrical treats in Queens, “Queens needs 
better theatrical treats” (TimesLedger 
Oct. 31 - Nov. 6), Mr. Hellman is correct 
to note while Queens politicians seem to 
have no problem endorsing a presum-
ably taxpayer $70 million restoration 
of the 1964-65 New York City World’s 
Fair in Flushing Meadows Corona Park 
relic, The New York State Pavilion — a 
structure of dubious architectural mer-
it and with limited if at all practical use 
— they are silent when it comes to sup-
porting Queens regional theatre.

“The fault, dear Brutus, is not in 
our stars,” but in politicians who are 
incapable of understanding the cultural 
importance of regional theatre.

Perhaps a way in which to secure 
their support is to produce a play in 
which politicians and real estate mo-
guls, their true constituents, are por-
trayed as responsible civic servants. 
The play, of course, would be a comedy.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

Let’s support 
Queens theatre

The GOP is trying to place the 
blame for Ebola entirely on Obama.

They point out that the United 
States has been without a surgeon gen-
eral for more than a year. However, 
they neglect to mention the reason is 
the threat of the GOP filibuster. The 
GOP cut funding 40 percent on hospital 
preparedness programs; cut funding 
for the National Institute of Health by 
more than 10 percent; and cut funding 
for the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention by more than 17 percent.

The fact that nurses are sent into 
these quarantined rooms without the 
proper protective clothing is crimi-
nal.

Disgraceful GOP supporters are 
selling bumper stickers that say things 
like “EBOLA — Obama’s Legacy to 
America.”

Absolutely sickening.

Robert LaRosa
Whitestone
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Last month, South Asian 
or Indo-Caribbean Hindu com-
munities, nominally located 
in Jackson Heights, Flushing, 
Richmond Hill and Ozone Park, 
celebrated Diwali.

Diwali is also celebrated by 
adherents of the Sikh religion, 
a community that has grown 
substantially in Richmond 
Hill. This year, depending on 
the household, Diwali fell on 
Oct. 22 and Oct. 23, a Wednes-
day and Thursday.

While the idea of a federal 
or banking holiday for Diwali 
is farfetched, the notion that 
New York City public schools 
could close for this holiday is 
not. Under the current mayoral 
administration, public schools 
are, for the first time, slated to 
close for Lunar New Year and 
two Muslim holidays.

Closing schools on Lunar 
New Year was proposed in the 
state Legislature in 2011 by 
state Sen. Daniel Squadron (D 
— Lower Manhattan) and then-
Assemblywoman Grace Meng 
(D — Flushing), Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg was adamantly 
against the idea. He noted that 
schools had started observing 
certain religious holidays to ac-
commodate teachers, and rea-
soned that if the city observed 
every holiday, “there would be 
no school.”

However, as has been the 
case for several years in East 
Asian neighborhoods, schools 
would be mostly empty on Lu-
nar New Year and no serious 
instruction takes place on that 
day.  Under current policy, stu-
dents may receive an excused 
absence on that day, though 
they would run the risk of miss-
ing tests and assignments.

The impetus to make the 
Lunar New Year a school holi-
day continued to build, attribut-
able to the growing number of 
Asian-American pupils in the 

city, averaging nearly 15 per-
cent across all grades, accord-
ing to statistics recorded by 
the Department of Education. 
In the same DOE study, pupils 
born in China were second only 
to those born in the Dominican 
Republic and many more pupils 
were born in America to Asian 
immigrants.

A turning point occurred 
in the 2013 mayoral election, 
when both candidates endorsed 
adding Lunar New Year to the 
school calendar. Both the new 
mayor and Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverto further 
announced their support for 
the policy change earlier this 
year.

In addition to Lunar New 
Year, Mayor Bill de Blasio an-
nounced plans to observe two 
Muslim holy days, Eid al-Fitr 
(the end of Ramadan) and Eid 
al-Adha as school holidays. 
However, not every instance 
of these religious observances 
will fall when school is in ses-
sion.

But, the mayor did not 
commit to adding Diwali to 
the school calendar. Resolution 
1863-2013, introduced by Coun-
cil member Danny Dromm (D-
Elmhurst), in July 2013, urged 
the Department of Education to 
establish Diwali as an official 
holiday for New York City stu-
dents. The resolution garnered 
15 co-sponsors, many from the 
Queens delegation.

As cited in Res. 1863-20913, 
there is already an official rec-
ognition of Diwali as a day of 
importance for Americans of 
Hindu and Sikh descent. Pas-
saic and South Brunswick, 
both localities in New Jersey, 
have incorporated Diwali into 
school calendars. In addition, 
the White House has also cel-
ebrated Diwali every year since 
2009.

For the average student, 
Diwali entails rushing home 
from school, helping parents 
cook a rushed meal and sweets 
for family members, a short re-
ligious observance and the tra-
ditional lighting of oil lamps. 

In keeping with the communal 
aspect of the holiday, Hindu 
temples tend to hold religious 
observance that night.  In the 
spirit of the holiday, adherents 
also give their houses an entire 
cleaning.  Muddling the impor-
tance of this holiday, however, 
are school responsibilities.

Currently, all city schools 
must provide 180 days of in-
struction.  No matter the num-
ber of holidays added to the cal-
endar, the city will need to meet 
this threshold; ensuring school 
closings do not adversely affect 
pupils.

As Queens continues to 
diversify, adding just one day 
for American Hindus falls 
well within the Chancellor’s 
prerogative to provide “reason-
able accommodation” for reli-
gious observance. In allowing 
schools to close for religious or 
cultural holidays, it represents 
an admission, however token, 
that the dogma of that group is 
important to the city and recog-
nizes their cultural heritage as 
part of this city’s fabric.

On the Sunday prior to the 
United Nations Climate Con-
trol summit in Manhattan, 
about 300,000 people marched 
for two miles in Manhattan 
asking for the protection of 
our planet from a climate ca-
tastrophe.

There were actually more 
than 2,600 climate change 
events throughout the world 
we call Earth. Mayor Bill 
de Blasio proposed a plan to 
make New York City greener. 
He wants to make more than 
3,000 city-owned buildings 
more energy efficient by 2025. 
He says it will cost more than 
$1 billion over the next 10 
years but feels it will be worth 

the cost.
Hurricane Sandy seems 

to have awakened people 
here to the dangers of global 
warming. Signs carried by 
people during the march told 
of their corners. Regretfully, 
many members of the House 
of Representatives of the Unit-
ed States don’t feel there is a 
global warming problem yet 
many leaders of small island 
nations throughout the world 
see the water lapping over 
their islands.

I understand that the 
state of Florida has the same 
problem with Miami covered 
with water at each high tide. 
People from New Hampshire 
are concerned that as their 
state gets warmer and warm-
er they will not be able to get 
maple syrup from their trees.

More people are asking 
for 100 percent clean renew-
able energy. This is possible 

with the new technologies we 
have today and are continu-
ally developing. Regretfully, 
coal-producing states and 
power plants want to continue 
using cheap coal.

New York State has suf-
fered from Midwest power 
plants producing S02, which 
floats to the north east and 
creates H2S04 (sulfuric acid), 
which makes our lakes acidic 
and kills the fish and trees in 
our forests.

Oil companies want to 
keep making billions while 
receiving federal subsidies, 
which they were given when 
they were new little compa-
nies 100 years ago.

Regretfully, they use 
their money to lobby our Con-
gress members to ignore glob-
al warming and note vote for 
100 percent clean renewable 
energy.

The Obama administra-
tion is pressing to stop U.S. 
companies from hiding money 
overseas: Unfortunately, some 
of our largest companies, 
which have become rich sell-
ing goods and services here 
in the United States are merg-
ing with European companies 
so they can incorporate there 
and avoid paying U.S. taxes.

Our nation needs the tax 
revenues to make our country 
function better for the people. 
Money is needed to repair our 
infrastructure of roads, bridg-
es, ports and rail lines and 
fund our schools.

If this infrastructure de-
cays and our schools do not 
have advanced technology, 
then our economic growth 
will come to a grinding halt.

The Treasury Depart-
ment has issued regulations 
to stop these so-called tax in-
versions.

Congress should really 
do tax reform, but it is dys-
functional at this time.

Perhaps the people will 
elect members who care about 
their country.

GOOD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: We just had peaceful 
marches against global warm-
ing and for 100 percent renew-
able energy.

BAD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: With sadness we re-
port that a long-term advocate 
for transit reform has died.

John Razankowski lived 
in the Bronx but often came 
to Queens to fight for better 
transit.

He used public transpor-
tation in his travels around 
our city.

We need a few more peo-
ple like him and then our lives 
would be much better.

Sandy carried Global Warming alert

Diwali deserves to be observed in schools

Bob
Harris

New Voices
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This past week, as we felt 
the chill of fall in the air, many 
of us experienced the sights 
and sounds of Halloween.

It’s a time that harkens 
back to those wonderful child-
hood memories of Jack-o-
lanterns, spooky decorations, 
pumpkin carvings and can-
died apples. But the indelible 
images of trick-or treating 
door to door in outlandish 
costumes with a loving parent 
is likely the strongest remi-
niscence. And as adults, the 
sounds of children laughing 
and scampering from door 
to door is bound to bring a 
smile to even the most serious 
among us.

Halloween is a special 
time for so many families and 
another of our nation’s great 
traditions that is celebrated 
from coast to coast. All too 
often Halloween occurs on a 
weekday as it did last week, 
which limits working families 
to a precious few hours with the 
kids. Many who don’t make it 
home from work on time miss 
out on this cherished memory. 
And those who left work early, 
only to get stuck in traffic or 
commuter delays, are stressed 
out before the first door bell is 
rung. And lest not forget that 
the folks offering those treats 
must also be home to answer 
that doorbell.

So after gulping down a 
rushed dinner while the kids 
are waiting anxiously in cos-
tume. The parents find that 
by the time the trick or treat 
ritual begins, the sun has al-
ready set necessitating the 

use of flashlights to lighten up 
darkened and often dangerous 
streets, sidewalks and stairs.

As president of Glen Oaks 
Village, New York’s largest 
garden apartment co-op with 
3,000 families, I know Hal-
loween has always presented 
a concern in our sprawling 
horizontal community of 
134 buildings. Keeping kids 
safe along darkened streets 
and meandering sidewalks 
that run through connecting 
courtyards has always been a 
challenge. But it doesn’t have 
to be this way.

So I recently met with 
Congressman Steve Israel to 
discuss this with him. I told 
him we need to bring Hallow-
een out of the darkness and 
into the daylight where more 
families can participate with-
out haste nor hazard. I asked 
him to introduce a congressio-
nal Resolution that would move 

Halloween to the last Saturday 
of October. This congressional 
action has many precedents, 
as Congress mandated certain 
holidays be moved to Mondays, 
decades ago.

The “Bring Halloween 
Out of the Darkness” bill that 
Congressman Israel will be in-
troducing soon is a simple so-
lution that truly has universal 
nonpartisan appeal and could 
easily be embraced by both 
Democrats and Republicans, 
liberals and conservatives.

The benefits are enor-
mous. The likelihood of more 
family members spending 
this time together is real. The 
rushing home from work ritu-
al would end, children would 
have more time to trick or 
treat and do it in the daylight 
and the $7.5 billion dollar Hal-
loween industry that includes 
both large and small busi-
nesses could potentially see 

sales double as more families 
participate for longer periods 
of time.

One of our most cherished 
assets — family time together 
— will benefit from this date-
change legislation. With your 
help we can shine the light on 
Halloween and bring it out of 
the darkness, making it safer 
for everyone.

Congresswoman Grace 
Meng loved the idea when I 
discussed it with her at a civic 
meeting.

She recently helped form 
a congressional caucus to pro-
tect children and this legisla-
tion would do just that. Join 
me and ask your elected repre-
sentative to help light up Hal-
loween.

Perhaps by next year we 
will finally be able to cast away 
those flashlights and enjoy the 
sights and sounds of this fes-
tive holiday in the daylight.

It was the autumn of 1927. 
Skirts were short, young peo-
ple were dancing to that new 
jazz music, and the stock mar-
ket was booming — the Great 
Depression was still two years 
away. Movies were still mostly 
silent, but the first “talkie,” 
Al Jolson’s “The Jazz Singer” 
was released that year. And 
in May, Charles Lindbergh 
thrilled the nation — he was 
the first to fly across the At-
lantic in “The Spirit of Saint 
Louis.”

True, if you wanted to 
drink a toast to the gallant 
Colonel, you couldn’t do it le-
gally — the United States had 
been “dry” since Prohibition 
began in 1920. The bootleggers 
and the makers of bathtub gin 
and moonshine were working 
hard to fill the gap, however. 
By 1927, there were so many 
speakeasies in New York that, 
according to the medical ex-
aminer, they outnumbered 
the old legal saloons.

But the glamour of the 

speakeasies had a dark side. 
By 1927, after seven years of 
the “Noble Experiment,” an 
estimated 50,000 deaths had 
been caused by adulterated 
liquor, with many more cases 
of paralysis and blindness — 
and sometimes just plain cra-
ziness.

On Nov. 28, the Star 
Journal reported on a “Rum-
Crazed Man Shot As He Stabs 
Policeman.”

It took three police offi-
cers to persuade Astoria resi-
dent Anthony Tardich to end 
his bottle throwing and knife-
wielding spree.

On Sunday, Nov. 7, the 
weather was so bitterly cold 
that there weren’t many tak-
ers for a season-ender by the 
Springfields, “undisputed 

borough champions for the 
year,” against a visiting all-
star team at the Queensboro 
Oval in Long Island City.

Though few fans were 
on hand, manager Joe Press 
of the Springfields and Ed-
die Greene, boss of the other 
team, were willing to play the 
game “for the fun of it” and ac-
tually went hunting for base-
balls and bats.

Failing to find any, they 
reluctantly agreed to call 
“quits” until the spring.

It was an “off year,” with 
elections for county clerk, al-
derman and the state assem-
bly being about as exciting as 
it got.

That must have been the 
reason the Star-Journal’s edi-
torial decided, for the “lam-

entable lack of interest on the 
part of many voters who reg-
istered.” We should add that 
according to the newspaper’s 
own figures, there was a turn 
out of about 89 percent of reg-
istered voters — extremely im-
pressive by today’s standards.

The Star-Journal did, 
however, note that there was 
a good turn out by women 
(who had only been allowed 
to vote since 1920.) At PS 69 in 
Jackson Heights, several baby 
carriages were parked outside 
while the mothers were inside 
voting. One would hope that 
they were allowed to bring the 
babies inside.

One mother’s son, only 
slightly older, made a deter-
mined attempt to vote. Five-
year-old John Corrigan, of 
35-33 56th St., Woodside, paid 
a visit to the polling place of 
in the basement of the Queens 
County Court House and in-
sisted he be allowed to cast a 
ballot.

“I want to vote just like 
my grandpa,” he lisped.

When the officials told 
him that he was to young to 
vote, he scratched his tousled, 
blond, curly hair and seemed 
to plunge into deep thought.

His eyes flashed as a 
bright idea came. He fished a 
treasured dime from his pock-
et and offered it.

“Now let me vote,” he 
shouted.

Only when he was told 
that would have a better time if 
he spent his dimes at the mov-
ies did John run back to his 
grandfather, James Mangin, 
custodian of the County Court 
House.

“But I’ll vote for Al Smith 
for president next year,” he 
consoled himself after telling 
his tale of woe.

For further information, 
call the Greater Astoria His-
torical Society at (718) 278-0700 
or visit our website at www.as-
torialic.org.

Sharing stories from Election Days of the past

Time to bring Halloween out of darkness
Bob 

Friedrich

On Point
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BY JUAN SOTO

City Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica) wants to 
clean up his district’s streets.

That is why the southeast 
Queens lawmaker announced 
that a nonprofit group will 
expand its efforts to provide 
s a n it at ion 
s e r v i c e s 
in some of 
the busiest 
commercial 
c o r r i d o r s 
of Jamaica 
and the sur-
r o u n d i n g 
areas. After 
all, trash 
has been a 
problem in 
s o u t h e a s t 
Q u e e n s 
for at least 
the last 15 
years.

The nonprofit Wildcat, an 
organization that employs 
disadvantaged and hard-to-
place job seekers in cleaning 
up neighborhoods, launched 
the program Clean Streets, 
Safe Neighborhoods, Strong 

Communities in April and its 
workforce will now pick up 
the litter three days a week in 
additional Jamaica streets.

“Wildcat has been a strong 
and reliable ally in my effort 
to keep the streets of my dis-
trict waste free,” Wills said.

Workers for Wildcat will 
now clean up the 
mess along Guy 
R. Brewer Bou-
levard, Rock-
away Boulevard 
and Sutphin 
Avenue, three 
major commer-
cial arteries. In 
addition, it will 
expand service 
along Liberty 
Avenue, reach-
ing 108th Street, 
instead of end-
ing at Van Wyck 
Expressway and 

Lefferts Boulevard.
Wills said the nonprofit 

helps supplement services 
“provided by our city’s over-
burdened Sanitation Depart-
ment.”

The program also includes 
leaf, garbage and snow re-

moval, as well as elimination 
of debris from vacant lots and 
abandoned homes.

In a statement, David 
Saturn, director of Wildcat, 
thanked the lawmaker for his 
continued support.

The councilman has paved 
the way for “Wildcat to provide 
job opportunities and a path 
to economic independence for 
people with barriers, and to 
provide invaluable clean-up 
services to the community,” 

Saturn said. 
State Assemblywoman Mi-

chele Titus (D-Far Rockaway) 
also expressed her support for 
the program.

“Wills and I share a com-
mon interest in improving the 
quality of life for the people of 
southeast Queens,” Titus said. 
“That means ensuring Clean 
Streets, Safe Neighborhoods, 
Strong Communities and ac-
cess to open space and local 
parks.”

State Sen. James Sanders 
(D-South Ozone Park) also 
praised the initiative to keep 
southeast Queens streets 
clean, and thus increase the 
quality of life of its residents.

“The restoration and revi-
talization of our community 
depends on our collective ef-
forts to keep our streets clean 
and promote safe neighbor-
hoods by having a sense of 
pride and respect in our area,” 
Sanders said. Through the 
cleaning program, “we have 
an opportunity to improve our 
community and ensure our 
children grow up in a safe and 
clean environment,” he said.

City Councilman Ruben Wills (l.) and Wildcat workers announce the new 
clean up program for southeast Queens.  Photo courtesy Ruben Wills

Wills expands street clean-up program

District Offi ces:

This Veteran’s Day join me in honoring those 
who have and who are currently serving our country.

Because we treasure peace and freedom, 
thank them and show them our appreciation.

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.
New York State Senator

District 15
Ranking Member of NYS Senate Committee for Veterans, 

Homeland Security, and Military Affairs

159-53 102nd Street
Howard Beach, NY 11414

(718) 738-1111
(718) 322-5760 FAX

66-85 73rd Place
Middle Village, NY 11379

(718) 497-1630
(718) 497-1761 FAX

Wildcat has been a 
strong and reliable 
ally in my effort to 
keep the streets of 
my district waste 

free.
Ruben Wills

DONATE STUFF.

CREATE JOBS.

TO FIND YOUR NEAREST DONATION CENTER,  

GO TO GOODWILL.ORG 
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A.M. P.M P.M

A.M P.M H0423_MKT1260v2 File&Use 10242014

Hours of Operation: Monday – Saturday, 8 A.M. – 8 P.M. 
After 8 P.M., Sundays & Holidays: 24/7 Medical Answering Service: 1.800.442.2560

metroplusmedicare.org

The only Medicare plan backed by HHC, the nation’s largest public health system. 

Come to a free seminar!
October 15 – December 7 is your chance to enroll in or switch your Medicare plan for 2015. 
Don’t miss out! We’ll answer all your questions.

Queens Hospital Center Rochdale Senior Center Queens Hospital Center

82-68 164th Street
Queens

11:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.

169-65 137th Avenue
Queens

1:00 P.M. – 3:00 P.M.

82-68 164th Street
Queens

2:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M.

                              

myNYCB.com���(877) 786-6560

Open
for Business 

Need access to your funds?
Get maximum flexibility with In-Branch Penalty-Free Withdrawals2
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BY NICK DIUNTE

While neither New York 
baseball team was in this 
year’s World Series, for one 
Forest Hills resident, it was a 
contest of dual allegiances.

Bob Tufts, a left-handed 
pitcher in the Major Leagues 
for both the Kansas City Roy-
als and San Francisco Giants 
from 1981-83, watched this 
year’s playoffs with great an-
ticipation as a potential match-
up between his two former 
clubs grew closer to reality.

“The best part was when the 
playoffs were set, I was going 
— it would be so neat to have 
the Royals and Giants to play,” 
Tufts said. “I didn’t think who 
I would root for at that point. 
I thought that would just be 
kind of a cool thing to happen, 
and it happened.”

Tufts broke in with the Gi-
ants after being drafted in 1977 
in the 12th round of the draft 
from Princeton University. 
The 6-foot-5 lefty ascended the 
ranks of the Giants system in 
four years, making his Major 
League debut in August 1981 
with a club that was mired in 

years of mediocrity.
“The Giants were an or-

ganization at that point that 
wasn’t used to winning,” he 
said. “Frank Robinson came 
in and basically shook it by the 
neck and got the organization 
going in a positive direction.”

Tufts stayed with the Gi-
ants in 1981, long enough to 
get his face on a Topps Rookie 
Prospect card, but was shipped 
to the Royals prior to the start 
of the next season in a six-
player trade. The atmosphere 
of the Royals clubhouse was a 
stark contrast from his former 
team.

“It was professional,” he 
said. “You were expected to 
win. The Royals, you’re talk-
ing about all of the players 
that were the last vestiges of 
the great series against the 
Yankees in the playoffs which 
I watched in college. (There 
was) a little bit of vestige of 
the Baseball Academy and an 
approach akin to the Dodger 
way that worked that existed 
in the club.”

He pitched parts of two sea-
sons for the Royals, finishing 
his Major League career at the 

end of the 1983 season with a 
2-0 record and 4.71 ERA in 27 
games. He left baseball for the 
business world, earning an 
MBA from Columbia Univer-
sity.

After working in equity 

sales on Wall Street, he has 
now parlayed his business and 
baseball expertise into adjunct 
teaching positions at Manhat-
tanville College, Yeshiva Uni-
versity and New York Univer-
sity, where at NYU he will be 

piloting a course this winter 
on the history of the late play-
ers’ union head Marvin Miller 
with author Marty Appel.

“Starting in January, 
Marty Appel and I are doing 
alternating nights,” he said. 
“He’s doing a summary of 
his books on Yankee history, 
and I’m doing Marvin Miller, 
trade unions and the players’ 
association on the other days. 
It’s a continuing education 
course, something we hope 
to offer as an undergraduate 
credit course in the fall of next 
year.”

Shifting his focus from the 
classroom to the ball field right 
as Game 7 approached, Tufts 
acknowledged the strength of 
the Giants, but admitted he 
had a soft spot for the under-
dog Royals.

“I love Bruce Bochy as a 
manager,” he said. “He’s a 
great guy and I think he has 
all the sentiment and all the 
knowledge of what to do. It’s 
their third World Series in five 
years, but with the 29 years 
without being there, I had 
some sympathy for the Royals. 

Forest Hills resident Bob Tufts pitched for both the Kansas City Royals and 
the San Fransisco Giants in the early '80s. Photos courtesy Bob Tufts

World Series tugs at ex-Forest Hills pitcher

$CASH$$CASH$ The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

Continued on Page 52
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Pirouette Window Shadings

SEPTEMBER 16 – DECEMBER 16, 2014

It’s time to decorate 
your windows for the holidays.

(plus $25 rebate each additional unit)

(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

(plus $100 rebate each additional unit)

$100 REBATE*

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/16/14 –12/16/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 
weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limita-
tions apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE

718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK
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BRIEFS

New immigrants can now take ad-
vantage of free English and citizenship 
classes in Flushing.

The state Office of New Americans 
has launched funding for the classes, 
which are hosted by the Flushing-based 
MinKwon Center for Community Ac-
tion, the Chinese-American planning 
Council and the Korean Community 
Services of Metropolitan New York.

English classes are running at CPC 
Monday through Thursday from 5:30 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Classes at KCS run Tuesday and 
Thursday in two blocks from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. and from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

The MinKwon Center’s citizenship 
clinics are taking place once a month 
until the end of August. The next clinic 

will be Nov. 11. Those looking to attend 
must make an appointment with the 
center at 718-460-5600.

 -Alex Robinson

Flushing Library has entered the 
age of digital readers.

The Queens Library introduced 
new Google Tablets to its Flushing 
branch last week.

Library members will now be able 
to borrow the free tablets for periods of 
up to a month after they sign a borrow-
er’s agreement and present photo ID.

The tablets can access the library’s 
e-books and e-magazines and allow us-
ers to access the internet, when they’re 
within WiFi range.

The branch became the eleventh 
branch to get the service.

 -Alex Robinson

BY BILL PARRY

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) believes there is an easy 
way for the city to improve conditions 
on Roosevelt Avenue: single command 
of the commercial corridor by a single 
police precinct.

The senator sent a letter to NYPD 
Commissioner William Bratton ex-
plaining the problem along his dis-
trict’s main business corridor.

“At present, the 115th Precinct is 
responsible for policing the north side 
of Roosevelt Avenue, while the 110th 
handles the south side,” he wrote. “A 
dividing line running miles down 
the center of a busy street makes no 
sense and almost certainly stretches 
resources thin. It also makes it more 
difficult to institute community polic-
ing measures when smaller neighbor-
hood enclaves are split in half. Worse 
yet, it creates a situation where an 
officer is not technically responsible 
for responding to a crime taking place 
across the street.”

There has been no reply from the 
commissioner and no response from 
the commanders of both precincts, 
although the 115th is in transition. 
Deputy Inspector Michael Cody was 
transferred to an investigative unit in 
the Bronx and no successor has been 
named yet.

Christian Cassagnol, the district 
manager of Community Board 4, has 
been complaining about the division 
of Roosevelt Avenue for years and he 
is appreciative of Peralta’s efforts, es-
pecially when it comes to the issue of 
street vendors. Peralta said the 110th 
enforces the law more stringently that 
the 115th, leading to a “disproportion-
ate flux of vendors on the 115th side to 
the south.”

“That’s something I’ve witnessed 
myself,” Cassagnol said. In fact, 
he’s written about the history of the 
Roosevelt Divide for years on the 
boards website and not just about the 
two police precincts.

“It is also the dividing line between 
our community board and CB 3 and 
two Department of Sanitation districts 
as well,” Cassagnol said. He writes: “It 
is for this reason that enforcing laws 
and instigating cleanups always fall 
short. It would essentially take twice 
the resources and coordination from 
all aforementioned agencies to effec-
tively conduct a clean sweep.”

Asked about Peralta’s letter to Brat-
ton, Cassagnol said, “That’s pretty 
cool.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Elected officials join NYS  Secretary Cesar 
Perales  (r.) to announce the new program. 

Photo courtesy Toby Stavisky

Peralta wants fi x on Roosevelt Ave

Tablets come to Flushing Library

Flushing gets free ESL classes
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think
Vertically

think

1.866.6VAUGHN  |  vaughn.edu

ENGINEERING | TECHNOLOGY | MANAGEMENT | AVIATION

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, November 15 and 22

10 a.m.

4 Convenient Locat

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-5pm

New Hyde Park
(516) 488-8200

600 Hillside Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Baldwin
(516) 223-9556 

2130 N. Grand Ave.
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Serving The 
Huntington Area

(631) 760-9791

Serving The Western 
Suffolk Area
(631) 471-0011
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Wood Lattice Style

PVC 
Railing

PVC Pergola

PVC
Oklahoma 

Style

FREE 
“AT HOME” 
ESTIMATES

*Savings up to 35% with installation and this ad on most styles in our catalog.  Some styles do not qualify for 35% savings, but may qualify for savings less than 35%.  Minmum purchase of $1800 
required for all sale items.  Excludes aluminum.  See store for details.  Not valid with other offers, discounts or on prior purchases.   Valid on new installations only. Financing plans are available. 

Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined.  Loan activation fee is extra. Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors.   
License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

UP
TO 35% OFF IMMEDIATE INSTALLATION!
BIGGEST CLEARANCE OF THE SEASON!LAST

7 DAYS
OF SALE!
BUY NOW FOR BEST SELECTION

Visit Our 

4 
Convenient
Showrooms

www.Amendolas.com
1-800-BUY-FENCE

Residential & Commercial
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BY BILL PARRY

When history buffs discuss the old-
est houses in the borough, the John 
Browne House in Flushing, Onendonk 
House in Maspeth and the King Man-
sion in Jamaica are usually at the top 
of the list. Lent-Riker-Smith Home-
stead in East Elmhurst, built in 1656, 
the oldest inhabited private dwelling 
in the entire city, tends to be shrouded 
in mystery.

That’s beginning to change with ev-
ery guided tour given by Marion Duck-
worth-Smith, the home’s owner.

“I used to show the home every now 
and then, but when my husband Mi-
chael died four years ago, I stopped,” 
she said. “But now the roof needs re-
pair and I thought it was time to be en-
terprising.” Duckworth-Smith added 
that at age 74 she would like to be able 
to pay contractors to do much of the 
work she had done herself for over 30 
years.

For a $25 admission fee, visitors get 
to see her charming eight-room Dutch 
Colonial hidden behind an ivy-covered 
white picket fence at 78-03 19th Road. 
They also get to stroll through a won-
derful acre of gardens that lead to a 
private cemetery where many of the 
original settlers, the Riker family, are 
buried.

When Michael invited Marion to 
see his cemetery on their second date 
in 1979, she knew that the homestead 
had been waiting for her. Publisher 
Michael Smith bought the abandoned 
property and all its contents in 1975, 
but used it for storage, preferring to 
live in a Manhattan apartment. It be-
came a target for vandals and neighbor-
hood kids, who considered it a haunted 
house.  Duckworth-Smith said, “The 
house itself was dark, cold, cluttered 
and sagging; it seemed shrouded in 
mystery and ready to cry.”

After they married in 1983, she 
knew they would live there, but first 
she had to spend six months cleaning 

it up enough to make their home there. 
Duckworth-Smith spent the next quar-
ter of a century bringing the entire 
property to it current incarnation with 
the help of a caretaker and several con-
tractors.

“I started in the attic that was 
chock-full of artifacts that I’ve incorpo-
rated into the house’s decor,” she said. 
“Behind layers of paint and sheet rock 
was the original home. We even found 
the original door frame and under gold 
carpeting in the living room were the 
original pine floor boards. There was 
also a secret tunnel you could use as 
an escape from Indian attacks, but that 
was cemented in during the ‘40s. There 
are still chains in the basement where 
they kept their slaves.”

With the house restored, Duck-
worth-Smith and a few handymen 
created the garden complete with a 
life-size ginger bread house a gazebo. 
In 2004, she put her talents as a profes-
sional photographer to work creating 
a book about the garden’s transforma-
tion called “The Romantic Garden” 
that she still sells and autographs for 
her visitors.

Eva Cusack, a resident of the neigh-
boring Garden Bay Manor, got a copy 
at the end of her tour Saturday.

“I’ve lived here for 13 years and al-
ways wanted to come and see what’s 
behind the walls,” she said. “I was very 
excited to walk into this house. You get 
the feel of the way people used to live.”

Robert Luebeki brought his wife 
and daughter with him to see the 
“haunted house” of his childhood.

“I knew a bunch of kids who used to 
sneak in here, but I was too afraid to 
jump over that fence,” he said. “As kids 
we used to bring a ouija board here, but 
I never stayed long enough to see what 
it said. It was too spooky.”

Luebeki took particular inter-
est in the private graveyard with 135 
headstones, including a descendant of 
the original settler who died at Val-

Owner Marion Duckworth-Smith (c.) regales visitors with stories about her historic home. 
Photo by Bill Parry

Visitors learn secrets
of E. Elmhurst home

During the week of Novem-
ber 17, 2014, the Huntington 
Learning Center will celebrate 
American Education Week, 
which recognizes public edu-
cation and honors those who 
work to ensure every child in 
our country receives a qual-
ity education. The celebration 
kicks off on Monday, Novem-
ber 17, and is followed by daily 
events: 

-
vember 18

-
sionals Day: Wednesday, No-
vember 19

-
day, November 20

Friday, November 21
American Education Week 

was founded in 1921 by the Na-
tional Education Association 
and the American Legion as a 
national effort to raise public 
awareness of the importance 
of education. 

“Education is one of the es-
sentials for success, and we are 
thrilled to come together with 
peer organizations, teachers, 
students and others this week 
to celebrate its importance,” 
says Eileen Huntington of 
Huntington Learning Center. 
“We encourage everyone in 
our community to get involved 
in education and support our 
children as they pursue their 
educational goals.” 

The Huntington Learn-
ing Center hosts activities 
throughout the year to pro-
mote education, including 
free workshops on topics such 
as homework help, summer 

exam prep and preparing stu-
dents for a successful school 
year. “Our message to families 

and others in our local com-
munity is that today’s children 
are tomorrow’s leaders, and it 
is absolutely essential that we 
equip them with the tools and 
confidence to succeed,” says 
Huntington. “Huntington sa-
lutes our nation’s teachers and 
education professionals for 
striving to do just that. We en-
courage everyone to recognize 
their good work during this 
important annual event.” 

To learn more about Ameri-
can Education Week, visit www.
nea.org. For more information 
about Huntington Learning 
Center and its upcoming events, 
contact Laura Gehringer at 
Huntington Learning Center 
-201-975-9431, gehringerl@hlc-
mail.com or visit www.hunting-
tonhelps.com. 

Huntington is the tutoring 
and test prep leader. Its certi-
fied tutors provide individu-
alized instruction in reading, 
phonics, writing, study skills, 
elementary and middle school 
math, Algebra through Calcu-
lus, Chemistry, and other sci-

ACT, as well as state and stan-
dardized exams. Huntington 
programs develop the skills, 
confidence, and motivation to 
help students succeed and meet 
the needs of Common Core 

1977, Huntington’s mission is 
to give every student the best 
education possible.

Learn how Huntington can 
help at www.huntingtonhelps.
com. 

For franchise opportunities 
please visit www.huntington-
franchise.com.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Huntington  
Learning Center 

Celebrates American 
Education Week

Continued on Page 52
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CALL BEFORE NOVEMBER 30TH!

SPECIAL OFFER!

1Restrictions and conditions apply; see your local representative for details. Cannot be combined with prior purchases, other offers, or coupons. No adjustments to previous orders. Offer not available in all areas, 50% discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution and 
applies to minimum purchase of 6 or more windows. Discount applied to lowest priced window products in purchase. Offer does not include bay/bow windows. Offer only available as part of our Instant Product Rewards Plan. As part of the Instant Product Rewards Plan, all homeowners must be 
present and must purchase during the initial visit to qualify. To qualify for discount offer, initial contact for a free Window Diagnosis must be made and documented on or before 11/30/14 with the appointment then occurring no more than 10 days after the initial contact. 0% APR for 12 months 
available to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. Not all customers may qualify. Higher rates apply for customer with lower credit ratings. Financing not valid with other offers or prior purchases. No Finance Charges will be assessed if promo balance is paid in full in 12 months. Renewal 
by Andersen retailers are independently owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only and all financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged 
directly between the customer and such lender, all subject to credit requirements. Renewal by Andersen retailers do not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing. NJ Consumer Affairs License #: 13HV01541700. 
NYC Consumer Affairs License#: 1244514. Nassau Consumer Affairs License #: H0810150000. Suffolk Consumer Affairs License #:43991-H. NYC 1307704. Rockland County License#:H-11942-07-00-00.  Renewal by Andersen of Central/Northern NJ and Long Island are independently owned 
and operated affiliates operating in the NJ/NY metropolitan area. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2014 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2014 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. *See limited warranty for details.

1-877-844-9204
CALL FOR YOUR 

FREE WINDOW DIAGNOSIS 

To help make homes more energy-
efficient, comfortable and maintenance 
free, we’re offering this discount now, 
before the cold weather is here. Buy one 
window—ANY SIZE— and your next 
window is 50% off!1

�  EVERY double hung window
�  EVERY casement window
�  EVERY gliding window
�  EVERY specialty window

Offer only available as part of our Instant Product Rewards Plan.

FOR 1 YEAR
MONEY DOWN

$0 0
PAYMENTS

0%
INTEREST

50% OFF1

BUY 1 WINDOW 
GET 1 WINDOW WITH

BUY 1 WINDOW
GET 1 WINDOW 50%  

OFF1

Why can’t you buy our windows 
from stores or contractors? 
We take great pride in custom-building 
our windows, so we won’t let just 
anyone sell or install them. We take 
care of the entire process: only we sell, 
build, install and warrant our windows.

How much stronger is our 
window material compared  
to vinyl? 
Our Fibrex material is twice as strong 
as vinyl, and—unlike wood—requires 
virtually no maintenance*.

How are we able to install 
windows in just one day? 
Our teams of installers are 
exceptionally trained, tested, and 
skilled. This is why most installations—
including the clean up—are completed 
in just one day.
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BY BILL PARRY

Teams of city Depart-
ment of Transportation offi-
cials, and even Commissioner 
Polly Trottenberg, took to the 
streets last week to spread the 
word that a new law lowering 
the default speed limit across 
New York City was taking ef-
fect this Friday.

The DOT teams took their 
Day of Public Awareness public 
outreach campaign to Queens 
Plaza North and several in-
tersections along Roosevelt 
Avenue to warn motorists that 
the new speed limit of 25 mph, 
down from 30 mph, will affect 
all streets which do not have a 
posted speed limit.

“Going from 30 mph to 
25 mph is not just a speed re-
ducer — it is a lifesaver,” Trot-
tenberg said at the Oct. 30 
event.“We are embarking on a 
broad public awareness cam-
paign in order to establish 25 
mph into New Yorkers’ minds. 
Our leaders and communi-
ties are united in putting the 
breaks on the culture of ex-

cessive speeding and reckless 
driving in the city.”

Trottenberg said the DOT 
will be adding or replacing 
3,000 signs across the city, in-
cluding at spots where drivers 
exit highways, to inform them 
of the new law. The DOT and 
NYPD will further educate 
motorists using electronic 
signs and by handing out fli-
ers. In addition, the DOT has 
been in close contact with 
elected officials, community 
boards, community-based or-
ganizations, religious institu-
tions and non-profits to help 
alert their constituencies and 
audiences.

“As the ‘Safest Big City’ 
in the nation, it’s time to ex-
tend that safety to our city’s 
roadways,” NYPD Chief of 
Transportation Thomas Chan 
said. “Speed is a leading fac-
tor in traffic fatalities across 
our city. Adhering to the speed 
limit will decrease both the 
probability and severity of in-
juries and damages.”

The NYPD has increased 
enforcement since 2013, he add-

ed, with speeding summons up 
36 percent and failure to yield 
summons up 147 percent.

Traffic safety advocacy 
groups are applauding the 
lower default speed limit.

“This common sense 
change is an essential part of 
the city’s Vision Zero initia-
tive,” Transportation Alterna-

tives Executive Director Paul 
Steely White said. “If properly 
enforced, the new speed limit 
could prevent more than 6,500 
traffic injuries in the next 
year and cut the annual num-
ber of pedestrian fatalities in 
half. As part of a comprehen-
sive effort to transform our 
mindset along with our urban 

landscape, the new safer speed 
limit can help New York City 
end the preventable carnage 
on our streets”

There were 291 traffic 
fatalities in the city last year, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio pointed 
out last week.

“That’s almost as many 
people lost to traffic fatalities 
as were lost to murder last year 
in New York City,” he said. 
“Approximately 4,000 people 
were injured last year in traf-
fic incidents. Being struck by 
a vehicle is the second leading 
cause of injury-related death 
for seniors and is the leading 
cause for children under 14. So 
it’s unconscionable to let this 
status quo continue.”

The mayor pointed out 
that pedestrians stuck by cars 
traveling 25 mph are half as 
likely to die as those struck at 
30 mph. 

“This change in just 5 
mph makes a fundamental dif-
ference in people’s lives,” de 
Blasio said.

DOT official makes motorist aware of new speed limit on Queens Plaza. 
Photo courtesy NYC DOT

DOT warns motorists of lower speed limit law
25 mph now fastest for drivers on city streets unless otherwise posted on signs

On Veteran’s Day, we pay tribute to the 
brave men and women who served our 
nation and express our gratitude for all 

they’ve sacrifi ced to protect our freedom,

Happy Veteran’s Day

Congresswoman
Grace Meng

Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York.

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522
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BY BILL PARRY

State Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights) has turned 
vampire-hunter.

He is the lead sponsor of the Justice 
for Job Seekers Bill, a piece of legisla-
tion that seeks to crack down on “vam-
pire” employment agencies.

“For too long, we’ve allowed ‘vam-
pire’ employment agencies to lurk in 
the shadows and prey upon our most 
vulnerable,” Moya said. “The Justice 
for Job Seekers Bill will allow us to ex-
pose them to the light of day and stop 
these predators in their tracks.”

“Vampire” employment agencies 
take advantage of low-wage workers 
and immigrants by demanding exorbi-
tant fees for job placements that don’t 
exist and by sending workers to jobs 
that pay below the minimum wage, he 
explained.

“No one should be fleeced just be-
cause they’re dutifully trying to secure 
employment,” Moya said. “ ‘Vampire’ 
employment agencies are just looking 
to make a quick buck off the backs of 
immigrants and low-wage workers.”

Moya’s legislation would require 

agencies to create written agreements 
with applicants, require agencies to re-
fund any advance fees collected prior 
to Oct. 1, 2014, if such fees did not re-
sult in employment, and require agen-
cies to notify applicants in writing in 
their primary language that “an em-
ployment agency may not charge you, 
the job applicant, a fee before referring 
you to a job that you accept.”

The bill would also increase the 
penalty for violating the law pertain-
ing to employment agencies, allow 
people who have been victimized by 
“vampire” employment agencies to sue 
for damages, and end discrimination 
against low-wage workers.

“For years, we have seen preda-
tory employment agencies giving false 
leads, refusing refunds and cheating 
job seekers,” New Immigrant Commu-
nity Empowerment Executive Direc-
tor Valeria Treves said. “communities 
and our representatives are saying, 
‘No More!’ We applaud the legislation 
that will greatly impact the lives of 
low-wage job seekers.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

States Assemblyman Francisco Moya is the lead sponsor of a bill to regulate ‘vampire’ em-
ployment agencies. Photo courtesy Francisco Moya

Moya cracks down 
on ‘vampire’ agencies

From the president,  
students, faculty and staff  

of York College/CUNY:

Make a Date  
with your Future!

Make a Date  
with your Future!

Meet our outstanding faculty and students during 

the Cardinal Experience (student and parent 

session). Engage transfer counselors from the  

three schools and take a student-guided tour to 

see our beautiful campus including: TV studio, 

Performing Arts Center, Art studio, Library and the 

state-of-the art Science and Nursing laboratories.

Here are five reasons you and your 
family should attend the Fall Open 
House:

three schools 

 

and majors 

 

pre-registration steps 

Counselors 

 

 

 

Health & Physical Education Building, or:

Fall Open House
November 9, 2014

Join us for this  
exciting event!

Fa
N

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Queens elected officials 
cheered Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
plan to transform 94 of the 
city’s — and 12 of Queens’ —  
worst performing schools by 
adding an hour of instruction, 
bolstering professional devel-
opment and boosting mental 
health and social services at 
the campuses.

The mayor described his 
so-called School Renewal 
program Monday as a rever-
sal of former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s strategy of clos-
ing down or phasing out 
schools.

“We believe in strong pub-
lic schools for every child. 
Getting there means moving 
beyond the old playbook and 
investing the time, energy and 
resources to partner with com-
munities and turn struggling 
schools around,” de Blasio 
said in a statement. “We’ll give 
them the tools, the leadership, 
and the support they need to 

succeed — and we’ll hold them 
accountable for delivering 
higher achievement.”

Under the plan, the city 
Department of Education will 
spread a $150 million invest-
ment across the 94 targeted 
schools, 12 of which are in 

Queens, for an added hour of 
daily instruction, improved 
academic interventions, in-
creased staff training, and in 
some cases, the creation of af-
ter-school, summer and week-
end learning initiatives. Each 

BY JUAN SOTO

Several days after Po-
lice Commissioner William 
Bratton named Philip Banks 
his No. 2 in command, he re-
signed as first deputy com-
missioner in a move that 
was considered “troubling” 
and “disappointing” by some 
southeast Queens lawmak-
ers.

The decision by Banks, a 
black 28-year-old veterans of 
the police force, came only 
days after he was to replace 
Rafael Piñeiro, the highest-
ranking Hispanic member of 
the Police Department, who 
announced he was retiring.

Bratton promoted Ben-
jamin Tucker to be his No. 
2 man in the department 
Wednesday. Tucker has held 
important positions at the 
Civilian Complaint Review 
Board and the Human Rights 
Commission.

“The abrupt resignation 
of Chief Banks is troubling 
for a number of reasons,” 

said City Councilman Dono-
van Richards (D-Laurelton). 
“As a young man of color, the 
sudden departure of the top 
black and Latino police of-
ficials reflects poorly on the 
culture of inclusion and re-
form at One Police Plaza.”

Councilman Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica) was also sur-
prised by the resignation. 
“I’m terribly dismayed by 
Chief Banks’ departure,” he 
said. “In a little over a month, 
the NYPD’s two most senior 
black and Latino officials 
have exited One Police Plaza 
at a time when a dispropor-
tionate number of blacks and 
Latinos are being arrested 
for petty offenses, and exces-
sive use-of-force allegations 
persist.”

I. Daneel Miller (D-St. Al-
bans) said Banks as the top 
uniformed officer in the Po-
lice Department would have 
represented “a hands-on role 
model to the youth” of south-
east Queens communities.

SE Qns pols disturbed  
by top cop resignation

Mayor’s education plan 
targets 12 boro schools

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

“I always knew Calvary would relieve my husband’s physical pain.
But I never knew that they would also relieve my emotional pain.”

When my husband Peter was diagnosed with terminal liver cancer, there 
was no doubt that Calvary Hospital was our only choice for end-of-
life care. I knew that he was in the very best of hands. What I did not 
expect, however, was the extraordinary amount of concern and care that 
was also given to me. Their expert social workers and staff embraced 
me as a part of their family – never abandoning me, always being  
there whenever I needed them. Their unique Family Care Center became 
a wonderful respite – my home away from home – with complimentary 
massages, manicures, music therapy, and support groups. Calvary made 
it so easy for me to stay overnight in Peter’s room whenever I wanted. 
The multi-faith chapel was always available whenever I needed a quiet 
place to pray. During Peter’s final days, Calvary gave both Peter and 
myself a quality of life that we will always remember. Thank you, Calvary.

- Missy Cohen Pirinea

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.
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Continued on Page 51 Continued on Page 51

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s new School Renewal program includes a dozen 
Queens campuses. AP Photo/Newsday; Craig Ruttle; pool



TIMES LEDGER, NOV. 7–13, 2014 25  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT



TIMES LEDGER, NOV. 7–13, 201426    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

Look quick or you’ll miss them! Thousands buzzed through the streets of all 
five boroughs during Sunday’s 44th annual New York City Marathon. Wilson 
Kipsang (pictured top left) won the men’s race and Mary Kertany won the 
women’s division. Both winners were from Kenya. (Clockwise from top l.), 
Kipsang surges past the other competitors; runners make their way through 
Long Island City; a spectator gives the runners a history lesson; members of 
the Road Runners Club hand out Gatorade and water to the runners; a run-
ner gives a high five to a spectator; and the W.C. Bryant High School band 
performs for the runners.  Photos by Steven Malecki

NYC Marathon 2014
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Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 
125 Broad Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10004  •  212-233-5531 Patrick J. Lynch, President

of the City of New York

www.nycpba.org

Isn’t public safety progressive?

Shouldn’t it be 
a priority?

Overworked. Understaffed.
Underpaid. Unappreciated.

Mayor de Blasio has budgeted billions to fund his 
“progressive” priorities, but set aside nothing to re-staff 
police precincts or pay police officers a competitive salary.

Mayor de Blasio, how much
are safe streets worth?
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BY BILL PARRY

The 5Pointz artists are cry-
ing foul that G & M Realty has 
filed a trademark application 
to use the term as the name for 
the residential complex they 
plan to build on Davis Street 
in Long Island City. The iconic 
graffiti mecca is currently in 
the final phase of demolition 
to make way for owner Gerry 
Wolkoff to build two luxury 
high-rise towers that will con-
tain 1,000 units of rental apart-
ments.

“Wolkoff is obviously delu-
sional,” spokeswoman Marie 
Cecil Flaguel said. “I think 
it’s shameless that he has the 
audacity to try and use the 
name that Meres One created 
in 2003.”

Meres One is the street 
name of Jonathan Cohen, the 
man who curated 5Pointz for 
20 years before Wolkoff or-
dered the work whitewashed 
during the cover of night last 
year.

The owner’s application 

was denied in June because it 
is too similar to another that 
is already registered.

“This has nothing to do 

with the artists,” Wolkoff said. 
“I’m told the holdup is because 
someone in California has it. 
This has nothing to do with 

them. I’m not selling art, I’m 
selling real estate and that’s 
the name of my building.”

Wolkoff has said repeat-

edly that he plans to build the 
coolest buildings in New York 
City and that the artists would 
come back and use the 12,000 
feet of space planned for artist 
studios.

“Not one artist has come 
forward saying they will work 
at Gerry’s building,” Flaguel 
said.

Two tourists from Sweden 
were surveying the destruc-
tion at the site on Tuesday af-
ter paying a visit to MoMA PS1 
across Jackson Avenue.

“I was here five years ago 
and it was so vibrant,” said 
Andreas, one of the tourists. 
“We had no idea that it was 
coming down like this.  What 
a shame!”

His companion, Gustav, 
said, “It’s a very famous place.  
Everyone knows 5Pointz 
around the world.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260-4538.

Demolition continues at 5Pointz as a new controversy emerges. Photo by Bill Parry

Wolkoff wants to call new luxury towers 5Pointz
Artists furious with trademark application, saying name was created by Meres One 

Compassionate Support That Will Never Be Forgotten
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Think owning a 
home is out of 
reach? 

Think again.
TD Right Step Mortgage®:

    • Low down payment
    • No private mortgage insurance
    • An alternative to FHA-backed loans*

Ask about all of our mortgage options today. 
Stop by your local TD Bank or call 1-800-822-6761.

 TD Bank, N.A. | Equal Housing Lender  | *Low income and 
moderate borrowers have verifi ed qualifying income which is 80% or less of 
HUD Median Income for area. Loans subject to credit appoval.

Fidelis Care, a Statewide 
health plan with more than 
1.1 million members, reminds 
seniors to carefully consider 
their healthcare needs when 
choosing their Medicare cov-
erage for 2015. Medicare 2015 
open enrollment is underway 
and ends December 7.  

Seniors can choose tradi-
tional Medicare or a Medi-
care Advantage product. 
Commonly known as Part C, 
Medicare Advantage provides 
insurance for hospitalization 
and inpatient care (Part A) as 
well as doctors’ services, out-
patient care, and some preven-
tive services (Part B). It may 
also include prescription cov-
erage (Part D).  

“Medicare Advantage and 
Dual Advantage products can 
be attractive because they offer 

extra benefits, ranging from vi-
sion and dental care to flexible 
spending benefits for health-
related items,” said Fidelis 
Care Chief Marketing Officer 
Pamela Hassen. “In designing 
Fidelis Care’s Medicare Ad-
vantage products for 2015, our 
goal was to continue to offer af-
fordable coverage and the key 
benefits that mean the most to 
members.”

In comparing Medicare Ad-
vantage products, Hassen rec-
ommends seniors consider:

Price: Is it a good value? Is 
it more economical to pay a 
monthly premium and $0 co-
pay for primary care visits, or 
$0 monthly premium and a co-
pay?

Product: Which option has 
benefits that are most in line 
with your health care needs? 

Are your prescription drugs in 
the plan’s formulary? Can flex 
spending help offset costs?

Providers: Are the partici-
pating doctors and hospitals 
convenient for you?

New this year, Fidelis Care 
has an online tool to help se-
niors who are interested in 
Medicare Advantage products. 
Found on Fidelis Care’s web-
site, fideliscare.org, the Fidelis 
Affordable Care Advisor com-
pares available plans, benefits, 
and costs, along with the ben-
efits and costs associated with 
Original Medicare. Seniors 
only need to enter basic infor-
mation. The Fidelis Affordable 
Care Advisor also allows us-
ers to schedule an appointment 
with a representative who can 
assist with enrollment.

For more information, call 

Fidelis Care at 1-888-FIDELIS 
(1-888-343-3547), visit fideliscare.
org, or meet with a representa-
tive at a Fidelis Care Commu-
nity Office location:

Bronx Community Of-
fice: 815 East Tremont Avenue, 
Bronx, NY 10460, phone: (718) 
896-2531

Flushing Community Of-
fice: 36-36 Main Street, Suite 
2SB, Flushing, NY 11354, phone: 
(718) 896-4511 

Inwood Community Office: 
100-02 Post Avenue, New York, 
NY 10034, phone: (212) 942-3111

Ridgewood Community 
Office: 1674 Putnam Avenue, 
Ridgewood, NY 11385, phone: 
(718) 896-2694

Sunset Park Community 
Office: 837 58th Street, 4th Floor, 
Brooklyn, NY 11220, phone: (718) 
633-5308

Fidelis Care Offers Tips for  
Seniors Choosing Medicare Coverage
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 BY MERLE EXIT

In an effort to reduce com-
mute time and improve access 
to the campus, Queens College 
has launched a new shuttle 
bus service. 

The shuttle buses offer a 
faster, more convenient way 
for students to travel between 
the campus and two major 
transit hubs serving Jamaica 
Station and Flushing-Main 
Street Station as well as pro-
viding cross-campus service 
between Queens Hall and the 
Student Union Building. 

William Keller, vice presi-
dent of Finance and Admin-
istration,  was not new to this 
idea as he was responsible for 
implementing a shuttle bus at 
another CUNY campus,  Kings-
borough College in Brooklyn.  
“Discussions on starting a 
shuttle bus here began in 2010 
between the former president 
of the college and facility,” 
Keller. said “They put together 
a committee and found that 
62.5 percent live within 1 ¼ 
miles of the LIRR or subway.  
Then there are those that live 
in Flushing or are getting off 

at the No. 7 train.”
In order to finance the 

buses and drivers a fee of $40 
per semester is being charged 
to all students, whether or not 
they use the transportation.  
The service frees up parking 
and allows the college to re-
cruit new students.  

There are five buses run-
ning at any given time. A sixth 
one was purchased in case one 
breaks down.  

Dean of Students John An-
drejack serves as the adviser 
to the Student Association. 

 “The students led the in-
centive and met with William. 
In order to get the students to 
sign a petition they had to pro-
duce advertising and wound 
up getting the 2,000 signatures 
to go on the ballot, voting ‘yes’ 
for the referendum to pay for 
the shuttle bus,” Andrejack 
said.  “It won by a narrow mar-
gin. “

  He said the next step was 
deciding on the best two pub-
lic transportation points and 
campus stops. 

“The result is that the stu-
dents are pleased and rider-
ship is up about 1,500 a day.  

I see happy students getting 
off the bus, which means less 
stress going to classes.”

Kareen Eustache is a se-
nior, majoring in psychol-
ogy and communications.  She 
commutes from Brooklyn.

 “I take a bus and two trains 
to get to the Sutphin Boulevard 
Jamaica Station.  Using either 
the Q44 that goes to Main 
Street entrance or the Q23 
that runs along Kissena Bou-
levard, it used to take me 30-40 

minutes  just on those buses.  
Getting on the buses was a ter-
rible hassle having not only 
to deal with commuters going 
to work or home but the high 
school students as well.”

 Eustache said she was fre-
quently late to class because 
drivers shut the doors when 
the buses got overcrowded and 
the traffic slowed their path.

“Now,” said Eustache, “it 
takes me 15-17 minutes to get 
from the pickup spot to the 
campus.”

 She has classes near both 
near Kissena Boulevard and 
the building located at 65-21 
Main St.

“ Normally it would take 
me about 15 minutes to walk 
across campus on a sunny 
day,” Eustache said. “ The 
shuttle bus gets me here in 4-5 
minutes.”

SHE SNORES MORE
 THAN I DO, BUT I STILL 
LOVE MY HUMAN.

— BANDIT
   adopted 11-26-09

Queens College launches shuttle bus

William Keller, the vice president of Finance and Administration at 
Queens College, organized the effort behind the new shuttle bus. 
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Model Homes Open Daily 10-5

Arverne By The Sea

Arverne By The Sea

6306 Beach Front Road | Queens, NY 11692
888.536.5537 | ArverneByTheSea.com 

Final Phase
Two-family Homes
90% SOLD OUT!

Final Phase
Two-family Homes
90% SOLD OUT!

• •• • BeBeBeBeBeacaacacachfhfhffhfrorororoontntntntnt L LLLLivivivivvininnii g ggg
•• ReReReRentntnntntalalla I IIIIIncncnnccomomomommeeee
• • • RoRoRoofofoftototooop p p p pp TeTeTeTerrrrrracacaca eseses
• • • • 202020202 -y-y-y-yyeaeaeae r rr rr tatatattax x x ababbababatatatatememememenenenenttteee eee eee
• •• DeDeDeDeD sisisisiigngngngnerererer U UU Upgpgpgpgrararaadededed s*s*s**** * 
•• •• GrGrGrGrG ananananitititite e e e & & & & & StStStStStaiaiaiaiinlnlnlnln esesesesssss ss s KiKiKiKitctctctct heheheheeensnsnsnsnsns**********rrrrananananititititeeee &&&& aiaiaiinlnlnlnln eeee KiKiKiKiK hehhehennnnnnnn *******
• • • •• • FFFrFFrFreeeeeeeeeee MM M M M Memememememembebebbebeb rsrsrsrsrshihihihihip p pp p totototo Y  YYMCMMCMCMCMCA*A*A**A********

• Beachfront Living 
• Rental Income
• Rooftop Terraces
• 20-year tax abatement
• Designer Upgrades** 
• Granite & Stainless Kitchens**
• Free Membership to YMCA***

$599,000 to $1.2M*

The complete terms are in offering plans available from the Sponsor HO6-0020, HO7-0035, Benjamin Beechwood Breakers, LLC. Benjamin 
Beechwood Dunes, LLC. Rockaway Beach Blvd., Arverne, NY.  *Prices and availability are subject to change without notice.  **Select owners 
units include granite & stainless kitchens/designer upgrades.  ***Free 1 year YMCA membership with home purchase.

OOOOOOOOOOOOOCCCCCCCCCCCEEEEAAAAANNNFFRRRRROOOOOOOOONNNNNNNNTTTTTTT 
TTTTTWWWWOOO-FAMIILLY HHOMMEESS

OCEANFRONT 
TWO-FAMILY HOMES

The first Tuesday in November is not just a day off from school for the kids, it’s Election Day. Here is a 
look at a few scenes from area polling sites. (Clockwise from l.), Assembly candidate Philip Gim (l.) and 
his family, wife Lucy and daughters Yvonne and Lorraine, pose with ballots; Michael Conigliaro, who 
challenged state Sen. Joseph Addabbo, approaches the voting machine at PS 144; and state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) votes in the general election. 

Election Day
Photo by Nat Valentine

Photo by Sarina Trangle

Photo by Alex Robinson
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 

h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up.

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI G37
$19,595

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, 
Moonroof, cruise, p/s, 
leather, Alloys, Tilt, 
39k, Stk #1233. 

2010 LEXUS LS460
$27,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2013 INFINITI JX35
Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, 
cruise, p/s, leather, 
Alloys, Tilt, 9,700 
miles, Stk #7675. 

$37,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$36,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

2013 BMW X5
Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, 
Moonroof, cruise, p/s, 
leather, Alloys, Tilt, 
39k, Stk #3822.

$32,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$18,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

2011 MERCEDES E350
$22,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1318. 
15k miles.

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766 VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity 
of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not 
responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. ̂ ^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up
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CARS STARTING 
AS LOW AS

$2,995!

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

ML-350
'11 MERCEDES

$21,888
Stk# 5589, 25k mi.

BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

MDX
'11 ACURA

$21,995
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>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

MANY MORE LIKE THIS 
TO CHOOSE FROM!

BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

EXPLORER
'14 FORD

$22,995

OF WHAT YOU'RE LOOKING FOR
ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 20k 1226 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400 
 2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee, 19k 1934 $16,900 
 2012 Infiniti G37x, 9k 7774 $19,595

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995

BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1318

E350
'11 MERCEDES

$22,888

BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 39k miles, Stk#3822

X5 Xdrive35i
'13 BMW

$32,995
BUY FOR:

Stk# 1233, 39k mi.PLUS TAX & TAGS

LS 460
'10 LEXUS

$27,995

COROLLA2013 TOYOTA

$103BUY 
FOR: Stk# 2595, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD2014 HONDA

BUY 
FOR: Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$139
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 15k miles, 
Stk#1034

SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA BUY FOR:

$13,995 PLUS TAX & TAGSAuto, 6 cyl,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 9k miles, 

Stk#10085

PILOT
'14 HONDA BUY FOR: $19,995

PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 72k miles, 
Stk#7278

ESCAPE
'12 FORD BUY FOR:

$10,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, 

p/s, p/b, 15k miles, 
Stk#6879

CAMARO
'14 CHEVY BUY FOR:

$16,995PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 11k miles, 
Stk#7453

ROGUE
'13 NISSAN BUY FOR:

$15,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto,  A/C, p/s, 
p/b, 14k miles, 

Stk#3824

C300^
'11 MERCEDES BUY FOR:

$18,995
PLUS TAX & TAGSAuto, 4 cyl,  A/C, 

p/s, p/b, 10k miles, 
Stk#10024

FUSION
'14 FORD BUY FOR: $13,995

PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, 
p/opts, 28k miles, 
Stk#3640

ELANTRA
'13 HYUNDAI BUY FOR:

$8,995
PLUS TAX & TAGSAuto, 4 cyl,  A/C, 

p/s, p/b, 31k miles, 
Stk#5650

CIVIC
'12 HONDA BUY FOR:

$9,995
PLUS TAX & TAGSAuto, 4 cyl,  A/C, 

p/s, p/b, 21k miles, 
Stk#1404

CAMRY
'12 TOYOTA BUY FOR: $10,995
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Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 

G.W.T.C.A., P.O. BOX 570426
Whitestone, NY 11357

Phone: (718) 767-1562
E-mail: gwtca@verizon.net

The Greater Whitestone 
Taxpayers Civic Association 

The Greater Whitestone 
Taxpayers Civic Association 

honors those who bravely serve 
this country. Our nation’s soldiers 
serve and sacrifi ce their lives every 

day to protect our country and ideals. 

On Veteran’s Day, let us take time to 
honor them all - with gratitude for 

their service.

Veteran’s Day Tribute

Miss USA, Nia Sanchez, visited St. Agnes Academic High School in College 
Point, an all-girl high school, with the message of female empowerment. She 
spoke about how it is crucial to take time to know yourself and went on to 
say how important it is to be involved in something and finding a passion. 

Photo courtesy St. Agnes

Small businesses drive 
boro’s economic growth 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

 Much of the business growth in 
Queens since 2000  has been in busi-
nesses with less than five employees, 
according to a new survey.

 The Center for an Urban Future 
urged the de Blasio administration to 
“retrofit its tool kit of small business 
programs to include more initiatives 
that help businesses to grow.”

The public policy think tank said 
that while businesses with less than 
five employees account for roughly 
70 percent of Queens’ companies, 
they were responsible for 65.6 percent of the borough’s new business growth 
between 2000 and 2013.

 According to the report, 70.2 percent of Queens’ private sector businesses 
had fewer than five employees in 2013, up from 68 8 percent in 2008 and 65.7 
percent in 2000.

The center said these small Queens companies generated 85.6 percent of the 
borough’s new business growth between 2000 and 2013.

 The number of  Queens businesses with less than five employees increased 
to 32,915 in 2013from 23,940 in 2000, while the number of Queens businesses 
with 100 or more employees actually declined to 605 last year from 633 over the 
same span.

 The report features 21 profiles of New York City based small businesses that 
have grown in recent years. Based on interviews with the founders or current 
executives of the growing small businesses, the profiles identify key factors, 
decisions and supports – in essence the “secret sauce”  – that led to each firm’s  
successful expansion. 

They include Bareburger, an organic burger chain that grew from a single 
restaurant in Astoria into a mini-empire with 17 stores and 600 employees. 

 Also cited was Arepa Lady, a longtime Jackson Heights vendor that opened 
the first storefront this year, as well as Urban Martial Arts, a martial school 
that increased revenue by 30 percent by expanding into a vacant storefront 
next door. Xi’an, Famous Foods, a Chinese restaurant that expanded beyond its 
Flushing base to seven locations citywide, was singled out.

 The Center For an Urban Future is an independent institute dedicated to 
highlighting office opportunities and challenges facing New York City and 
other cities.

The Arepa Lady is one of the new business 
driving Queens economic growth.
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Serving those who served America

New York City Veterans’

ormer New York Police 
Commissioner Raymond 
W. Kelly, a U.S. Marine 

Corps veteran of the Vietnam 
War, has been named Grand 
Marshal of the 2014 America’s 
Parade, the New York City Vet-
erans Day Parade, United War 
Veterans Council President 
Vincent McGowan announced.

Kelly, the longest serving 
police commissioner in New 
York City history, was a Ma-
rine Corps lieutenant, com-
manding troops in combat in 
Vietnam in 1965. He went on to 
serve in the Marine Corps Re-
serves, retiring after 30 years 
with the rank of colonel.

“It is a great honor — and 
long overdue — that we honor 
Commissioner Ray Kelly for his 
service as a Marine in Vietnam 
and for his half a century of 
dedicated service to the people 
of New York,” said McGowan, 
also a Marine Corps veteran of 
the Vietnam War.

“From his start as a beat cop 
to his service as Police Com-
missioner under Mayor David 
Dinkins and then under Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, Ray Kelly 
became the most highly-re-
garded law enforcement offi-
cial in the world and a global 
leader in the war on terrorism. 
At heart, he is a cop — a cop’s 
cop — who never stopped work-
ing to keep us safe.”

“I accept this honor on be-
half of all my brother and sis-
ter veterans, those like me, who 
were able to come back to a re-
warding life, those who came 
back sorely wounded, or those 
who never came back,” Kelly 
said. “I especially want to honor 
those who combined service to 
our nation with service to our 
city, the veterans in the NYPD, 
the Finest of the Finest.

“It is fitting that we also 
honor the veterans of tomor-

row, the men and women serv-
ing today in defense of our 
principals of peace and free-
dom which we hold so dear.”

Kelly will lead America’s 
Parade, the largest celebration 
of service in the nation, when 
more than 25,000 thousand 
participants, including active 
military members, veterans 
of every U.S. war since World 
War II and marching bands 
from across the nation, march 
up Fifth Avenue on Nov. 11, 
the 95th anniversary of the 
first Veterans Day Parade.

Veterans Week, starting 
Nov. 1, includes several events 
honoring veterans, especially 
Marine Corps, and explores 
issues important to them. 
Events include the Marine 
Corps Birthday Dinner, mark-
ing the 239th anniversary of 
the founding of the Corps. 
Gen. Joseph F. Dunford, the 
incoming Commandant of the 
Marine Corps, also has been 
invited to attend the Veterans 

Day Parade.
America’s Parade will be 

broadcast in New York and 
major cities across the coun-
try and on Armed Forces TV 
to every U.S. military installa-
tion and ship in the world. 

The first person to rise from 
Police Cadet to Police Commis-
sioner, Kelly spent 47 years in 
the New York Police Depart-
ment, serving in 25 different 
commands and as Police Com-
missioner from 1992 to 1994 
under Mayor Dinkins and 
from 2002 to 2013 under Mayor 
Bloomberg.  He also served as 
Director of Police under the 
United Nations Mission in 
Haiti and as an Interpol Vice 
President. During the admin-
istration of President Bill Clin-
ton, Kelly served as Treasury 
Department Under Secretary 
for Enforcement and as Cus-
toms Service Commissioner.

Commissioner Kelly holds 
a Bachelor of Business Ad-
ministration from Manhattan 
College, a Juris Doctor from 
St. John’s University School 
of Law, a Master of Laws from 
New York University Gradu-
ate School of Law and a Master 
of Public Administration from 
the Kennedy School of Govern-
ment at Harvard University. 
He has been awarded honor-
ary degrees from the Catholic 
University of America, Man-
hattan College, St. John’s Uni-
versity, the State University 
of New York, the College of 
St. Rose, Iona College, Marist 
College, New York University, 
Pace University, Quinnipiac 
University and St. Thomas 
Aquinas College.

In September 2006, Com-
missioner Kelly was awarded 
France’s highest decoration, 
the Legion D’Honneur, by 
then French Minister of the 
Interior Nicholas Sarkozy.

orough President Ad-
ams today presented a 
group of local veterans, 

including members of the 
American Legion, the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, Viet-
nam Veterans of America, 
the Marine Corps League and 
the Student Veterans from 
Operation Enduring Freed 
(OEF) and Operation Iraqi 
Freedom (OIF) with a battle-
scared Brooklyn flag carried 
into Operation Desert Storm, 
as part of a Borough Hall cer-
emony honoring veterans. 

The veterans groups will 
carry the flag as they march 
up Fifth Avenue on Nov. 11 in 
America’s Parade, the New 
York City Veterans Day Pa-
rade.

Then-Borough President 
Howard Golden presented 
the flag in 1990 to the 102nd 

Maintenance Company, 
244th Army National Guard 
Division, when the unit was 
deployed to the Persian Gulf 
in Operation Desert Storm.

The flag was scorched by 
burning fragments from an 
enemy Scud missile, which 
was shot down by a U.S. Pa-
triot missile during an attack 
near Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. It 
was returned to Brooklyn at 
homecoming ceremonies for 
the 102nd Maintenance Com-
pany on Sept. 15, 1991. 

“The spirit of One Brook-
lyn, along with the support 
and solidarity of its resi-
dents, was carried into bat-
tle through the flag that now 
stands proudly in Brooklyn 
Borough Hall as a tribute to 
the bravery of those men and 
women who brought it safely 

INSIDE: YOUR GUIDE TO THIS YEAR’S VETERANS DAY ACTIVITIES
See  inside
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hortly after the invasion of Afghanistan in October of 
2001, there was a surge of patriotism. More American 
flags were flown. Paper strips with the message “Sup-

port Our Troops” appeared on many cars. 
Than came the Spring of 2003 and our invasion of Iraq 

in mid-March of that year. More flags. More paper strips.
On May 1, 2003, we were assured in words and banners 

“Mission Accomplished.”
We bungled the first invasion. We didn’t get Osama bin 

Laden, nor did the Taliban disappear. By coincidence, we 
got bin Laden — in his Pakistan hideout — eight years ex-
actly to the day of “Mission Accomplished.”

We are still finding out about the mess we found in 
Iraq, the mess we made worse and the mess we left worse 

than ever. So much for trillions of dol-
lars and millions of scars in mind and 
body. 

But let that go. What we are faced 
with are millions of veterans and their 
families who need help and are not get-
ting it. 

Any “Support Our Veterans” signs 
around? How many speakers will 
speak to this on Veterans Day and then 
do something about it?

I was drafted into the Army when 
there was no shooting war. My service 
was limited, thanks to Congress, to 
just over a year. I have no complaints. 

My dealings with the Veteran’s Ad-
ministration were fine. For two weeks after honorable dis-
charge, I was without a job and I got some money to help. 
The GI Bill paid for my graduate work at Columbia. 

Today, everyone serving in our Armed Forces is some-
one who signed up to protect this country. We seem to keep 
forgetting that. The kids from around here, women and 
men, are in the services because they want to be there. Our 
gratitude should have no bounds.

But, then we come up against scandals in the Veter-
ans Administration. Hearings are held. Heads roll. Maybe 
things are getting better. They should be, but it will take 
eternal vigilance. According to a Pew survey, 77 percent 
of the combined Congressional delegation were veterans 
in 1997–1998. As of September, 2013, that combined number 
was about 20 percent.

Maybe that’s why it takes a scandal to get action on Cap-
itol Hill and in the White House. 

Yes, protect our troops. Make sure if we send them into 
battle we do so properly and make sure they have the gear 
they need. No more going into battle “with what you’ve 
got.” One the prospects for the Ninth Circle of Hell said 
that. 

Protect their families, too, from scams and frauds.
Abraham Lincoln’s second inaugural address, deliv-

ered on March 4, 1865, is one of the noblest declamations of 
all time, in my opinion, and that of many others. Like the 
Gettysburg Address, it is quite short and it shares space 
with that speech on the Lincoln Memorial. 

“To care for him who shall have borne the battle and for 
his widow and his orphans.”

A noble purpose, stated nobly. 
Yes, let us protect our troops and our veterans and their 

families. And keep up that protection after the Veterans 
Day parades and speeches have gone into oblivion. 

Isn’t that the least we can do?
Kenneth Kowald served during World War II from Feb. 

1946 to Feb. 1947 as editor of The Flaming Bomb, a weekly 
newsletter in Aberdeen, Maryland.

NOVEMBER 7, 2014
PATRIOTS TOUR: Tour of war 

monuments and memorials 
throughout the five boroughs 
conducted by seasoned histo-
rian and Vietnam veteran Cal 
Snyder, author of “Out of Fire & 
Valor.” Family-oriented history 
lessons at each site in NYC, in-
cluding Ft. Hamilton, Brooklyn. 
(212) 693–1476.

VETERANS IN SCHOOLS: Engage 
students with on-site visits as-
semblies at local schools by vet-
erans who speak about their mili-
tary experience. (212) 693–1476.

NOVEMBER 8, 2014
TOUR: Brooklyn Navy Yard: Past, 

Present, and Future. 2 pm – 4 pm. 
Brooklyn Navy Yard Center at 
Building 92 63 Flushing Ave.  at 
Carlton Avenue, Brooklyn, (718) 
907–5924; Free

FAMILY CRAFT TABLE: Families 
design flower tributes to veter-
ans for display on Brooklyn Navy 
Yard’s Tribute Wall. Noon-6 pm. 
Brooklyn Navy Yard Center at 
Building 92 63 Flushing Ave.  at 
Carlton Avenue, Brooklyn, (718) 
907–5924; Free.

VETERANS ARTISTS PROGRAM: 
Workshops, service projects, and 
performances supporting and cel-
ebrating veterans seeking profes-
sional careers in the arts. Fashion 
Institute of Technology, 227 W 
27th Street, Manhattan; brian@
veteranartistprogram.org; Day-
long; Free.

NOVEMBER 9, 2014
TOUR: Brooklyn Navy Yard: Past, 

Present, and Future. 2 pm–4 pm 
Brooklyn Navy Yard Center at 
Building 92 63 Flushing Ave.  at 
Carlton Avenue, Brooklyn, (718) 
907–5924; Free

TOUR: Can-Do Yard: World War II at 
the Brooklyn Navy Yard. 11 am–1 

pm. Brooklyn Navy Yard Center 
at Building 92 63 Flushing Ave.  
at Carlton Avenue, Brooklyn, 
(718) 907–5924; Free.

FAMILY CRAFT TABLE: See listing 
on Nov. 8.

VETERANS ARTISTS PROGRAM: 
See listing on Nov. 8.

NOVEMBER 10, 2014
STAR SPANGLED BANNER TRIB-

UTE: Engaging exhibition open 
to the viewing public; strong art-
work by veterans; military history 
of NYC’s 5 boroughs, and other 
interesting and informative dis-
plays. 10 am–4 pm. General Soci-
ety of Mechanics & Tradesmen of 
the City of New York  20 W. 44th 
St., NYC. (212) 693–5701; Free.

FAMILY CRAFT TABLE: See listing 
on Nov. 8.

VETERANS CHURCH SERVICE:  
Special Catholic Mass for vet-
erans, military, and their family 
members; Medal of Honor recipi-
ents invited to attend. 10:15 am; 
Saint Patrick’s Cathedral, Fifth 
Avenue at 50th Street, Manhat-
tan (212) 693–5701; Free.

CONCERT: Lively musical perfor-
mances by 1,000 high-school 
students from patriotic national 
marching bands. Marine Corps 
Quantico Band also performs. 
Outdoor at Times Square; 9 am; 
Free.

VETERANS RESOURCE FAIR: Day-
long activities include guest 
speakers and panel discussion 
regarding benefits, counseling, 
mental health, traumatic brain 
injury), The U.S. Navy Band Pop 
Ensemble will perform.10 am–6 
pm. Brooklyn Central Library 
at Grand Army Plaza; Contact 
Brenda Bentt-Peters (718) 230–
2792; Free.

JOB FAIR: “Be a hero, hire a hero 
career expo.” Job opportunities 
for veterans. 10 am–3 pm. U.S. 
Army Garrison Fort Hamilton, 
Brooklyn. Call Jeff Klare at (973) 

234–5597 for info.

VETERANS DAY
PARADE: 2014 Veterans Day Pa-

rade. Largest Veterans Day 
Parade in the country begins at 
Madison Square Park in Manhat-
tan following opening ceremo-
nies at 10 am. Parade proceeds 
up Fifth Avenue; www.americas-
parade.org; Free.

STREET FAIR: Following Veterans 
Day Parade on 56th Street be-
tween Fifth and Sixth Avenues in 
Manhattanl; Free.

PERFORMANCE: Basetrack. En 
Garde Arts theater company col-
laborates with corpsmen from 
First Battalion-Eight Marines 
reveals the complex truths of 
the modern military experience. 
7:30 pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music. 30 Lafayatte Ave. at Ash-
land Place, Brooklyn; For tickets, 
call Anne Hamburger at (323) 
528–6434.

CONCERT AND FILM: St. George 
Theatre Orchestra celebrates 
veterans. “From Here to Eternity” 
screened. 6 pm. St. George The-
atre, 35 Hyatt St., Staten Island. 
Call (718) 442–2900 for tickets. 
$20.

NOVEMBER 12, 2014
PERFORMANCE: Basetrack. See 

listing on Nov. 11. 

NOVEMBER 13, 2014
PERFORMANCE: Basetrack. See 

listing on Nov. 11. 

NOVEMBER 14, 2014
PERFORMANCE: Basetrack. See 

listing on Nov. 11. 

NOVEMBER 15, 2014
PERFORMANCE: Basetrack. See 

listing on Nov. 11. 



CNG, NOV. 7–13, 2014 37  

ivilians who join the 
military find their lives 
change forever upon en-

tering the service. The armed 
forces shape a person, teaching 
discipline, humility, bravery, 
and many other life lessons. 
Joining the military often 
means making substantial 
personal sacrifices, as service-
men and women are typically 
called away from their fami-
lies and the comforts of home.

Many grateful Americans 
want to show their apprecia-
tion to those who risk their 
lives to defend their country, 
but they may not always know 
how. The following are a num-
ber of ways you can show your 
appreciation to members of 
the military:

Thank a service member. 
If you see a person in uniform, 
thank him for his service to 
the country. Use the person’s 
title if you can identify rank, 
or simply use the respectful 
terms of “sir” or “madam.” 
Though a simple gesture, a 
verbal token of gratitude can 
go a long way toward bright-
ening a soldier’s day.

Volunteer with a veter-

an’s association. Volunteer-
ing is another way to show 
veterans and active service 
members how much you appre-
ciate the sacrifices they have 
made. Volunteer at a veteran’s 
hospital or help to organize 
an event that’s commemorat-
ing the efforts of local veterans 
and active service members. 

Propose an event to 

honor local service mem-

bers. Petition a town council 
for a special parade to honor 
your community’s military 
personnel, including veterans 
and active-duty members. 

Raise funds. Fund-rais-
ers are another way to show 
military members how much 
you appreciate their service. 
Collect money for a military-
based scholarship, asking a lo-
cal high school or university 
to establish the scholarship in 
the name of a local veteran or 
active-duty service member.

Lend an ear. Provide a fo-
rum in which a serviceman or 
woman can share his or her 
story. Soldiers can offer unique 
insight on issues that affect ci-
vilians, and the community 
can benefit from servicemen 

and women who share their 
stories. When hosting a com-
munity event, ask a soldier to 
be a keynote speaker.

Send gifts to active mil-

itary. Make care packages 
or write cards and thank you 
notes to stationed troops. Or-
ganizations like the USO, Mil-
itary-Missions.org or AnyS-

oldier.com can ensure your 
packages make their way into 
the hands of soldiers.

Help an active-duty ser-

vice member’s family. Spouses 
of active-duty military person-
nel often must handle all of the 
chores that come with manag-
ing a household on their own. 
To show how much you appreci-

ate a service member’s efforts, 
offer to lend a hand around his 
house. This can make life eas-
ier on a service man or wom-
an’s spouse, and your compan-
ionship may provide a world of 
good. You can even go the extra 
mile by organizing a military 
spouse appreciation night at a 
nearby church or recreation 
hall. Offer free babysitting and 
provide refreshments and en-
tertainment.

Publicly display your 

patriotism. Active-duty ser-
vice members and veterans 
joined the military to defend 
our way of life, and you can 
show pride for your country 
and appreciation for their ef-
forts by hanging a flag outside 
of your home.

Pick up the tab. Surprise 
a person in uniform by paying 
for his meal at a restaurant. It’s 
a simple gesture, but it shows 
how much you appreciate that 
service member’s sacrifice.

Gestures that show mili-
tary personnel how much you 
appreciate them need not be 
lavish. Any and all expres-
sions of gratitude can make a 
world of difference. 

he origins of Veterans Day can be traced 
to the ending of World War I nearly a 
century ago. 

Known at the time as “The Great War,” 
World War I officially ended on June 28, 1919 
with the signing of the Treaty of Versailles 
in France. 

But the fighting had actually ended seven 
months earlier when an armistice between 
the Allies and Germany went into effect on 
Nov. 11, 1918. 

The following November United States 
President Woodrow Wilson declared Nov. 11 
“Armistice Day” in honor of the cessation of 
the hostilities, and the day became a federal 
holiday in 1938. 

That act was amended in 1954 after veter-
ans service organizations, in recognition of 
the efforts of soldiers who fought in World 
War II, asked that the day be renamed “Vet-
erans Day” so it honored all soldiers and not 
just those who fought in World War I. 
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ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — 
Just a toddler when her 
father was killed in Viet-
nam, Robyn DeCuffa 
was devastated when his 
Purple Heart medal dis-
appeared from her Syr-
acuse-area home years 
ago.

“The medal was re-
ally all that I did have 
from my father,” said 
DeCuffa, a 51-year-old 
mother of eight from 
Cortland in central New 
York.

On Tuesday, De-
Cuffa and her mother 
will be reunited with 
Pfc. Thomas McGraw’s 
Purple Heart, awarded 
after his death in an am-
bush in Vietnam on Feb. 
1, 1966, while serving in 
the Army’s 1st Cavalry 
Division.

Sarah Dallas, 
McGraw’s widow, gave 

DeCuffa her father’s 
Army medals and a 
photo album from his 
military service when 
she was 18. Years later, 
the Purple Heart disap-
peared while she was 
living outside Syra-
cuse, where her father 
grew up. DeCuffa said 
someone likely stole the 
medal, but she wouldn’t 
elaborate.

“It was a part of him 
I could physically hang 
on to,” she said. “It was 
devastating when it was 
missing.”

In the early 1990s, 
Jason Galloway found 
a Purple Heart on the 
playground at his sub-
urban Syracuse elemen-
tary school. 

He later handed it in 
to the front office. Al-
though McGraw’s name 
was engraved on the 
back, apparently no ef-

fort was made to return 
it to its owner. When 
school ended for the year, 

the medal was 
given back to Ja-
son, who brought 
it home.

Karen Gal-
loway, Jason’s 
mother, said the 
medal mostly sat 
in a drawer in 
the kitchen of her 
family’s home in 
Liverpool. Every 
now and then, her 
husband would 
search the Inter-
net in an effort 
to locate McGraw 
and return the 
medal, but had 
no luck finding 
any information.  
“We didn’t put 
tons and tons of 
effort into it,” she 
said.

Then, last 
Christmas, the now 
34-year-old Jason and 
his wife were visiting 

from the Washington, 
D.C., area. Galloway’s 
daughter-in-law saw the 
medal and asked why 
the family had it since 
Jason, an Air Force 
veteran, hadn’t been 
wounded during his 
four-year service.

Told the story of 
how it was found at the 
school, Jason’s wife 
said it would be “cool” 
to find its owner. Weeks 
later, the daughter-in-
law called to say she had 
seen a local news story 
on Purple Hearts Re-
united, a Vermont-based 
organization that re-
turns lost or stolen mili-
tary medals to veterans 
or their families.

Karen Galloway 
contacted the founder, 
Zachariah Fike, who 
traced the medal’s ori-
gins and located De-
Cuffa, a manager for 

Capital Region Off-
Track Betting, and Dal-
las, who lives in Mex-
ico, New York.

“It almost feels like a 
miracle that this is being 
returned,” said DeCuffa, 
whose second-oldest son 
is an Army veteran and 
whose second-oldest 
daughter is in the Air 
Force.

Fike will return the 
medal to DeCuffa and 
Dallas during a cere-
mony being held at the 
Cavalry Club, a former 
National Guard camp-
turned-golf club in 
Manlius, outside Syr-
acuse. Galloway and 
her husband plan to be 
there.

“I’m so excited about 
it,” she said. 

“He lost his life and I 
think that it’s really im-
portant that it gets back 
to his family.”

home. Now, it will once 
more be carried into ser-
vice, this time by veter-
ans who have bravely 
served our nation and 
are justly honored for 
their service and their 
sacrifice,” Borough Pres-
ident Adams said. 

“I am honored to take 
part in this small ges-
ture of our borough’s ev-

erlasting appreciation 
for our veteran commu-
nity, and I am commit-
ted to using my role as 
Borough President to 
advance their general 
welfare with the support 
and resources they de-
serve,” Adams added.

Marine Sgt. Carlton 
Richardson, who served 
in Operation Desert 
Storm, was one of the 
representatives who re-
ceived the flag, along 
with Marine Sgt. Shamar 

Thomas, who served two 
tours in Iraq during Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom. 

“As a proud Marine, 
OIF veteran, and as 
someone who grew up 
in Brooklyn, I am truly 
honored to participate 
in the flag ceremony 
with the Borough Presi-
dent Adams and these 
distinguished veterans 
groups,” Sgt. Thomas 
said upon receiving the 
Brooklyn flag. “Like this 
flag, our nations’ veter-

ans and their families 
wear the scars of war, 
prompting us to never 
forget. As we walk up 
Fifth Avenue during the 
Veterans Day parade, we 
must never forget those 
who have come before 
us, who have made the 
ultimate sacrifice to en-
sure that freedom per-
sists. Semper Fi.” 

“I was born and raised 
in Brooklyn and served 
in the US Army during 
the Vietnam War,” said 

Patrick Gualtieri, execu-
tive director of the United 
War Veterans Council, 
which produces the Vet-
erans Day Parade. “I am 
honored to be here today 
with Borough President 
Adams, and those proud 
veterans who represent 
the more than 52,000 
Brooklyn veterans from 
all eras living in our 
great borough.

In addition to the flag 
ceremony, the United 
War Veteran’s Council 

will be hosting the “Salut-
ing Our Veterans” Veter-
ans Resource Fair & U.S. 
Navy Band Concert in the 
Grand Army Plaza head-
quarters of the Brooklyn 
Public Library on Nov. 10 
from 10 am to 6 pm. 

The fair, which is open 
to the public, offers oppor-
tunities for veterans and 
their families to learn 
about resources ranging 
from healthcare benefits 
to business opportuni-
ties.

Continued from cover 

orough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz 
will accompany a 

group of Queens veter-
ans, including members 
of the American Legion 
Queens County Post, the 
Rocco Moretto VFW Post 
in Astoria, Samaritan 
Village, Inc. Ed Thomp-
son Veteran’s Center, 
the United States Navy, 
and student vets from 
LaGuardia Community 
college, in the 95th an-
nual Veterans Day pa-

rade up Fifth Avenue on 
Nov. 11. 

The Borough Presi-
dent also is hosting a Vet-
erans Day Observance 
Ceremony in the Veter-
ans Memorial Garden at 
Borough Hall on Nov. 6. 
Borough President Katz 
will speak at the cere-
mony, which is followed 
by an indoor reception. 
The ceremony is open to 
the public, and RSVPs 
should be made by con-
tacting Dan Brown at 

dbrown@queensbpo.org.
“I look forward to our 

office’s inaugural Vet-
erans Day Observance 
Ceremony and to march-
ing in the Veterans Day 
parade because these 
events will give us the op-
portunity to pay tribute 
to those who have served 
our country in uniform, 
including those who 
made the ultimate sacri-
fice,” said Borough Pres-
ident Katz. “I commend 
the United War Veterans 

Council for organizing 
the annual parade and 
for all the Council does to 
support and serve Amer-
ica’s veterans, who have 
done so much to safe-
guard our nation at home 
and abroad.”

Rocco Moretto, a lo-
cal Queens veteran who 
landed on Omaha Beach 
on D-Day, will continue 
his tradition of participat-
ing in America’s Parade.

“Borough President 
Katz has always been a 
solid supporter of vet-
erans, and it is impor-
tant for others to follow 
her example in recog-
nizing the importance 
of a strong support sys-
tem for our vets,” Mr. 
Moretto said.
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The trend of long-mar-
ried couples calling it 
quits has been growing. 

However, there are some steps 
couples can take to keep their 
relationships going strong.

According to the AARP, di-
vorces among people over the 
age of 50 have doubled since 1990. 
According to Susan Brown, co-
director of the National Center 
for Family and Marriage Re-
search at Bowling Green State 
University, one out of three baby 
boomers will face their golden 
years unmarried.

There are a number of rea-
sons why divorce rates have sky-
rocketed among the over-50 set. 
Understanding just why these 
divorces are taking place and 
taking proactive steps to allevi-
ate some of the divorce triggers 
can be a recipe for a happy mar-
riage that continues throughout 
a couple’s golden years:

Increase accountabil-

ity. Ours is a transient society 
where families no longer bat an 
eyelash over moving great dis-
tances away from other family 
members. As a result, boomers 

may feel like they are not con-
nected to children or grandchil-
dren. With this in mind, they 
may feel less attached to their 
marriage or their responsibili-
ties, or believe that no one will 
get hurt by a divorce. Keeping 
families close and remaining in 
frequent contact can increase 
accountability and reduce the 
propensity for divorce.

Get things out in the open. 
A major reason for a failed mar-
riage is years of avoiding signifi -
cant issues, rather than address-
ing problems. Couples should 

make time to talk to each other 
about anything that might be 
bothering them, rather than 
letting too many things slide. If 
these conversations turn into 
shouting matches, there is al-
ways the option of bringing in a 
third party to serve as a media-
tor.

Spend time apart. After 
retirement, couples may fi nd 
themselves spending hours 
upon hours in each other’s com-
pany. While togetherness can 
be benefi cial, too much time 
spent together may lead to feel-

ings of suffocation and the per-
ception that each member of the 
relationship is no longer his or 
her own person. Individuals 
can remedy this by doing more 
things on their own, whether 
spending time apart with 
friends or engaging in hobby 
time without your spouse. Af-
ter all, absence makes the heart 
grow fonder. Brief periods of 
separation can make the time 
married couples do spend to-
gether feel more meaningful.

Keeping marriage strong 
into your golden years
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People with Medicare,
Mark Your Calendars!

Open enrollment for 
2014 is October 15th 

to December 7th.

During this period 
you can enroll 

for the first time, and 
sign up for or switch 

your Medicare Prescription 
Plan and/or Medicare 

Advantage Plan.

All changes are effective 
January 1st, 2015.

For more information
call 311 and

ask for “HIICAP.” 

Many seniors will be glad to 
learn that there are steps they 
can take to protect against vi-

sion problems — starting with an eye 
exam. A regular exam is key for se-
niors because some eye conditions and 
diseases do not show warning signs.

While it is commonly known that 
eye troubles increase rapidly with age 
— particularly after age 65 — a lesser-
known fact is that vision loss is also 
associated with a higher incidence of 
falls, injuries, depression and social 
isolation. 

A regular examination
As part of an overall health-main-

tenance strategy, the American Acad-
emy of Ophthalmology urges seniors 
to have a comprehensive eye exam, es-
pecially if they have not had one in the 
past two years, whether or not there 
are symptoms.

The Academy also encourages se-
niors, their loved ones and caregivers 
to be aware of signs that indicate vision 
problems that require an eye exam. 

These problems can include:
• Bumping into or knocking over ob-

jects.
• Stepping hesitantly.
• Squinting or tilting the head when 

trying to focus.

• Missing objects when reaching.
• Discontinuing everyday activities 

such as reading and writing.
Simple, painless eye exams are cru-

cial in detecting an eye disease or con-
dition in its early stages, to help pre-
serve your sight. During the exam, an 
ophthalmologist — a medical doctor 

who specializes in eye care — will pro-
vide a diagnosis and treatment of all 
eye diseases and conditions.

Making eye care available
Despite medical evidence that 

healthy vision plays a critical role in 
overall health and happiness, many 

older adults in the United States do not 
seek regular eye care or face diffi culty 
accessing and paying for health care 
services. 

To ensure that all seniors through-
out the country have access to eye care 
services, nearly 7,000 volunteer oph-
thalmologists are available to provide 
eye care at no out-of-pocket cost to qual-
ifying seniors 65 and older through 
EyeCare America, a public service pro-
gram of the Foundation of the Ameri-
can Academy of Ophthalmology, which 
matches patients to volunteer ophthal-
mologists.

“Sight problems should not be ig-
nored at any age, but particularly in 
seniors, as problems are more common 
in this group of patients,” said Dr. Rich-
ard P. Mills, chairman for EyeCare 
America. “The earlier a patient seeks 
medical diagnosis and treatment, the 
greater the chances for saving and re-
covering one’s vision, which contrib-
utes to overall health and happiness.”

The program is sponsored by the 
Knights Templar Eye Foundation 
with additional support from Alcon. 
To learn more and to see if you qualify, 
visit www.eyecareamerica.org.

ELDERCARE TODAY

Regular eye exams are important for seniors

A regular eye exam is key for seniors because some eye conditions and diseases do not 
show warning signs.
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Courage and integrity, 
honor and commitment are 
the stuff of which heroes are 
made.

This Veterans Day,  
Queens residents have an op-
portunity to say thank you to 
those who have fought for free-
dom and to all those wounded 
warriors and their families. 

“Our borough is home 
to thousands of veterans who 
have served our country in 
uniform, with bravery and 
distinction, including those 
who have recently returned 
from duty in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan,” said Queens Bor-
ough President Melinda Katz.  
“Their sacrifices should be 
remembered not just on Vet-
erans Day, but every day, and 
I applaud any effort that will 
help ensure that their courage 
and honor will never be forgot-
ten.”

On Tuesday,  residents 
and visitors can celebrate 
Veterans Day by sharing and 
learning how to preserve sto-
ries of vets. 

During a unique work-
shop, which will be held at 
Flushing Town Hall, attendees 
will find out how to conduct 
interviews, collect personal 
history and transfer those 

stories to the Library of Con-
gress’ American Folklife Cen-
ter: Veterans History Project.

John Rowan, 69, of Mid-
dle Village, served bravely in 
Vietnam. He came home in 
1967 and then worked for the 
city. He said he has a cousin 
who recently returned from 
Iraq and knows a few neigh-
bors who have served there as 
well.

As national president of 
the Vietnam Veterans of 
America, Rowan delivers 
congressional testimony 
at annual House and 
Senate Veterans’ Af-
fairs Conference Com-
mittee meetings. VVA, 
which has a chapter at 
the VFW Hall on 149th 
Street in Whitestone, 
has been responsible 
for passing important 
legislation.

Rowan said he and his 
organization have been doing 
a lot of work with post-trau-
matic stress disorder, making 
sure returning service mem-
bers get the help and treatment 
they need. He noted that VVA 
also addresses various issues 
that are similar to those expe-
rienced by soldiers who fought 
in Vietnam, like toxin and 
parasite exposure, which had 
affected some of those vets up 
to 40 years later and could po-
tentially affect recent service 
members, as well.

From four years of ser-
vice in the Marines to helping 
others during 9/11 and Super-
storm Sandy, United War Vet-

Hear their

stories
Flushing Town Hall 
project will keep 
veterans’ personal 
histories alive

TimesLedger, November 7-13, 2014

Richard Heffernan (clockwise from top) takes in last year’s 
Veterans Day festivities with his sons Macauley, 6 (l.), and 
Nathaniel, 4. James Dikeman was presented with nine medals, 
including the Purple Heart, for his Army service during World 
War II at a ceremony in Little Neck this past winter. Middle 
Village resident John Rowan, national president of the Vietnam 
Veterans of America, delivers testimony to Congress last year. 

Photo courtesy Mike Keating
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Like her musical inspi-
ration – famous rapper Nicki 
Minaj, who grew up in Jamai-
ca – rising hip hop star Small 
Wundah is a proud Queens girl 
raised in Far Rockaway.

When Tyrema Mosley, 14, 
isn’t rapping, or writing and 
arranging her own rhymes, the 
multi-talented high school stu-
dent is hitting the books at Chan-
nel View School for Research in 
Rockaway Beach, where she’s 
on the basketball team.

The young rapper finds 
beats from other artists and 
writes songs that are totally 
different. 

“I take those beats and 
make new songs that display 
my creativity. My sound is hip 
hop, edgy and clean; I don’t 
use profanity or any explicit 
language,” said Mosley, who 
has been a big fan of Minaj 
since 2007, and says she also 
likes hip hop recording artist 
Lil Mama.

The active, creative teen-

ager seems to have her feet 
firmly planted on the ground. 
She talks about going to col-
lege and becoming an enter-
tainment lawyer one day, 
but there’s no doubt she’s got 
stars in her eyes and hopes 
to rhyme her way to fame in a 
few years.  

And it may happen sooner 
than later because she already 
has quite a following, which 
includes her parents, two 
brothers and two sisters, her 
cousins and, of course, many 
good friends.  Her family said 
they’re very supportive of her 
music and always give great 
reviews.

Small Wundah already has 
three mix tapes, and has made 
a bunch of videos. She recently 
dropped a mix tape called “Kil-
len Spree,” and before that “Far 
Rock’s Princess.”

Explaining the meaning 
behind “Killen Spree,” Mos-
ley said, “I’m lyrically killing 
these rappers with my words, 
creativity and versatility. 
Nothing is at all violent. It’s 

about making it known that 
I’m an artist with skills, re-
gardless of age.”  

And make it known she 
did, when at age 10 she audi-
tioned for “America’s Got Tal-

ent.” 
Since then her growing 

fan base has been watching her 
perform at venues like Club 
Pyramid and The West End 
in Manhattan, and this past 
summer on Beach 9th Street 
in Far Rockaway, during the 
National Night Out on Crime 
event.  And she was recently 
interviewed twice by DJ Mike 
Styles on Hotline Radio.

“I haven’t had any per-
formances scheduled, since 
school just recently began, but 
I’ve been writing and I’m get-
ting ready to start shooting a 
new video,” said Mosley, whose 
biggest fans are her mom and 
manager Tori Mosley, and her 
dad, Ricky Bates. 

“’Killen Spree’ definitely 
shows creativity and her love 
for music. I feel she’ll be suc-
cessful with her up and coming 
career and I’m proud of all she 
has done thus far,” said Tori 
Mosley, who is worried if Tyre-
ma doesn’t get enough sleep or 
isn’t focusing on schoolwork.  
But as Small Wundah’s man-

ager, she’s got her hands full 
booking shows and arrang-
ing studio time at The Den in 
Bayswater, where her music 
is recorded; providing video 
treatments and shopping for 
different looks; promoting her 
daughter’s music through so-
cial media, while distributing 
it to various stores. 

“I make sure Tyrema 
continues to display her best 
talent,” said Tori Mosley, who 
once rapped under the name 
Wundah Wuman.  Tyrema 
said that’s where she got the 
idea for Small Wundah.

Popular female rapper, 
Rah Digga, a former member of 
Busta Rhymes’ hip hop group, 
Flipmode Squad, recently 
spoke with bet.com about an 
idea she’s pushing:  Hip hop 
is raising our kids; it needs to 
happen in schools and should 
become part of the curriculum, 
she said.  And if you asked Tyre-
ma, she’d definitely agree, and 
would probably ace that class. 
The budding rapper started 

Up-and-coming Far Rockaway rap-
per, songwriter Tyrema Mosley, 14, 
performs as Small Wundah. 

Photo courtesy Tyrema Mosley

Rockaway teen rapping her way to the top
Singer Tyrema Mosley performs as hip hopper Small Wundah while still in school

Continued on Page 4 
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ANNUAL TRADE SHOW

& LUNCHEON

11/13/14

NEW VENUE!

NEW PROGRAM!

ASTORIA WORLD MANOR  
25-22 ASTORIA BLVD, LIC, NY  �
TRADE SHOW 10AM-3PM 
LUNCHEON 12PM-1:30PM �
KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
KENNETH ADAMS, PRESIDENT AND CEO  
EMPIRE STATE DEVELOPMENT �
HONOREES 
K. THOMAS ELGHANAYAN, CHAIRMAN AND CO-FOUNDER  
FREDERICK ELGHANAYAN, PRESIDENT AND CO-FOUNDER 
TF CORNERSTONE INC �
WILLIAM D. MODELL COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD 
JOSEPH CONLEY, CHAIRMAN, COMMUNITY BOARD 2 �
REGISTER NOW AT LICPARTNERSHIP.ORG/TRADESHOW 
MEDIA SPONSOR: TIMESLEDGER

EVENTS

It’s My Park Day — Come out 
to various borough parks to 
help remove trash, plant bulbs 
and clean up the spaces. 
When: Saturday, Nov. 8, from 
9:30 am - 1:30 pm
Where: Kissena Corridor 
Park, Main Street and Elder 
Avenue, Flushing
Cost: Free
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Wildlife Weekend — Learn 
about interesting critters, 
including a birds-of-prey show,  
feed the animals, go on a 
hayride or take a pony ride. 
When: Saturday, Nov. 8, 
and Sunday, Nov. 9, from 11 
am - 4 pm 
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Parkway, Floral Park
Cost: $9/per person
Contact: (718) 347-3276
Website: www.queensfarm.org

Nocturnal Wildlife — Join 
the Urban Rangers as they 

point out the best places 
to view falcons, deer, 
salamanders and other 
creatures that move through 
the night. 
When: Saturday, Nov. 8, at 
6 pm 
Where: Alley Pond Park 
Adventure Center, Alley Pond 
Park, Oakland Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Wheelchair Football 
League — Wheelchair 
athletes come out for a 
weekly pickup game every 
Sunday in Bulova Park.
When: Sundays, from 8 am - 
noon, through Nov. 30
Where: Bulova Park, 76-01 
25th Ave., East Elmhurst
Cost: Free
Contact: (347) 512-7186
Website: 
wheelchairsportsfederation.org
Farmer’s Market Fridays 
— Fresh, local and seasonal 
products available every Friday.

When: Fridays, 8:30 am - 4 
pm, through Nov. 21
Where: Queens Botanic 
Garden, Main Street and 
Dahlia Avenue, Flushing
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

GrowNYC Greenmarket — 
Farm-fresh vegetables and 
seasonal produce available 
every Saturday.
When: Saturdays, 8 am - 4 
pm, through Nov. 22
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Long Island City
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

MUSIC

Percussia — The percussion-
based ensemble performs 
“Big Screen/Small Screen,” 
its original arrangements of 
music from TV, movies, video 
games and ring tones. 
When: Saturday, Nov. 8, at 
4 pm
Where: Saint Mark’s 
Episcopal Church, 33-50 
82nd St., Jackson Heights
Cost: Suggested donations, 
$15/adults, $10/seniors and 
students
Contact: (718) 505-5233
Website: www.percussia.org

For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 
in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

THE ARTS     ENTERTAINMENT

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361  (718) 229-5319
Monday–Friday 3:30pm–11pm  

Saturday 4pm–midnight  Sunday 1pm–10pm
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ELEGANT AND TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

www.JimmysBayside.com

PRIVATE 
PARTIES 

and 
CATERING 
available 

for all 
occasions
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Pay another visit to ‘The Cottage’ at Queens Theatre

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar 
Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, Cups, Forks, Knives & 
Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

718-225-4700

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

10% OFF
DINNER

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

95
 A  B  C

From 
From 

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

95

1 of 3 Choices

Stuffed Shells
Tortellini w/Meat Sauce

Ravioli
Baked Ziti

Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil

95

Your Party Catered At 
Our Restaurant

CHOICE A

$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B$15.95 per personAny 3 Choices from AAny 2 Choices from B

Featuring personally selected wines; 
reds, whites, rose and blends, 
we hope you enjoy your tasting 

experience as much as we enjoy 
serving you. We also serve cold 

appetizers of diverse cheeses, meats, 
fresh made hummus and fruit.

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363
(Just north of the LIRR Douglaston Station)

Open 6 days a week  Tue.–Fri. 4pm–12am  Sat.–Sun. 3pm–12am
347-502-7247  www.winetimedouglaston.com

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com

Bring in this ad to receive this special offer:
BUY 1 GLASS OF WINE OR A BOTTLE OF BEER AND GET 1 FREE.

Or: 1/2 OFF ANY FOOD MENU ITEM.

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

After successful produc-
tions in Arizona, Massachu-
setts and Colorado, playwright 
Sandy Rustin’s Noël Coward-
esque comedy “The Cottage” 
makes a triumphant return 
to the borough where it all 
started. 

Queens Theatre is set 
to open a new version of the 
show, which premiered last 
fall at  the Astoria Performing 
Arts Center, Friday evening 
on its main stage. 

“I saw how great the pro-
duction was at APAC,” said 
Taryn Sacramone, managing 
director at Queens Theatre. 
“And I was thinking how this 
would be a great match for our 
audience. They would love this 
show.”

Sacramone loved the 
piece since first reading it in 
the spring of 2013. 

At that time, she was 
running APAC and had been 

given a copy by the theater’s 
artistic director. She headed 
out to a nearby restaurant and 
devoured the script. 

“I flew through it,” said 
Sacramone. “I was by myself, 
but I was laughing out loud. It 
has such clever dialogue and 
the twists and turns keep you 

hooked. And now I get to bring 
it here.”

Although most of the orig-
inal APAC cast is returning 
for the show, this production 
is not so much a revival of Rus-
tin’s work as it is a version of 
the play’s latest incarnation. 

This past summer Rustin 

secured a spot as playwright-
in-residence at Theatre Aspen 
in Colorado, where she tin-
kered with the script. 

“I was able to work on 
it with the actors,” said Rus-
tin, from her Maplewood, 
N.J. home. “The pace is much 
tighter and the show has a new 
energy to it.”

Rustin, who studied at 
Northwestern University near 
her hometown of Chicago, has 
always considered herself a 
writer, even when she earned 
a living as an actress. But 
when she became pregnant 10 
years ago with her first child, 
she knew acting would have to 
wait. 

That’s when she rediscov-
ered the author inside. 

“I had to take a step back 
and that really reignited the 
writer,” she said. 

So Rustin, who followed 
the maxim “write what you 
know,” found herself creat-
ing skits focused on raising 

children and being a parent. 
Eventually that turned into a 
musical, co-written with Dan 
Lipton and David Rossmer, ti-
tled “Rated P for Parenthood,” 
which ran off-Broadway in 
2012 and was recently optioned 
by ABC-TV. 

But “The Cottage,” as her 
first full-length play, remains 
her (theatrical) baby — which 
is just about to hit its devel-
opment’s next milestone at 
Queens Theatre.

“It is fun to see the show 
in all its stages,” said Rustin. 
“I’m interested in moving the 
production to the next steps.”

Playwright Sandy Rustin’s comedy “The Cottage” returns to the 
borough with a new production at the Queens Theatre. 

Photo courtesy Sandy Rustin

IF YOU GO
“The Cottage”

When: Through Nov. 16, Where: 
Queens Theatre, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $25 - $42
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org
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BOOK YOUR 

NEXT EVENT AT

Contact our events department for all your 
special occasions including:

www.zhotelny.com

Four Unique Venues:

PRODUCTIONS

“South Pacifi c” — Rodgers and 
Hammerstein’s musical set during WW II 
includes the classical songs “Some Enchanted 
Evening,” “I’m Going Wash That Man Right Out 
of My Hair” and “Nothing Like a Dame.”
When: Through Nov. 16, Saturdays at  8 pm, 
Sundays at 3 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Garden Jewish Center, 
13-00 209th St., Bayside
Cost: $22/adults, $20/seniors and children 
under 12
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.theatrebythebayny.com

“Thoroughly Modern Millie” — Based on 
the 1967 movie, this musical comedy tells the 
story of a small-town girl, who moves to New 
York City to marry for money rather than love.
When: Through Nov. 16, Saturdays at 8 pm, 
Sundays at 3 pm
Where: Free Synagogue of Flushing, 41-60 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $18/general admission, $15/seniors 
and children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 428-8681
Website: www.spotlightonstage.com/fsfctg.htm

“The Cottage” — Sandy Rustin’s homage to 
Noël Coward’s English comedies, which had 
its world premiere last fall in Astoria, returns 
to Queens for another run.
When: Through Nov. 16, Fridays at 8 pm (with 
a Nov. 14, 2 pm matinee), Saturdays at 2 pm 
and 8 pm, and Sundays at 3 pm, 
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United Nations 
Ave. South, Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $25 - $42
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

“In the Bones” — The world premiere 
of Cody Daigle’s drama focuses on the 

aftermath of a returning soldier’s suicide.
When: Through Nov. 22, Thursday - Saturday 
at 8 pm, Saturday at 2 pm
Where: Astoria Performing Arts Center, 30-
44 Crescent St., Astoria
Cost: $18, $12/seniors and students
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“Three Sisters” — The Gingerbread Players 
present Anton Chekhov’s play about the 
decay of Russian’s privileged class.
When: Nov. 8 through Nov. 16, Saturdays and 
Sundays
Where: Saint Luke’s Church, 85 Greenway 
South, Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 268-7772
Website: www.gingerbreadplayers.org

rhyming for her Head 
Start teacher when she 
was just 6.

Like most parents, 
Tyrema’s mom agrees 
that “it’s been very tough 
parenting a teen,” but 
says she stands firm on 
what she expects of her, as 
far as being responsible 
for school and knowing 
how important respect 
is. “I spend so much time 
with my Tyrema to keep 
her focused,” she said and 
recalled that from a very 

young age her daughter 
always loved music. “I 
used to sing to her and 
carry her as we’d listen 
to music and dance.”

So how does the 
young hip hop artist jug-
gle everything? 

“During my spare 
time I like to play bas-
ketball, shop or hang out 
with my close friends and 
cousins,” said Mosley. 
“When I get home I always 
do my homework first, 
then I go and have my fun. 
Sometimes, I get the urge 
to write new songs when 
I’m listening to music, so 
here’s a rhyme I’d like to 

share with TimesLedger 
readers.”  

“I control like Ken-
drick — I mean I’m fo-
cused — I’m playing the 
game to win it — They 
say it’s impossible I’m a 
make it to the finish — 
I might come through 
a few obstacles but my 
hope is replenished — If 
I believe I can achieve 
I said — it feels like I’m 
living a dream I said.”

Small Wundah’s 
“Killen Spree” can be pur-
chased at urbanmixtape.
com/small-wundah-killen-
spree. 

Rapper
Continued from Page 42 

ALL IN THE FAMILY
The Gingerbread Players present Anton 
Chekov’s “Three Sisters,” featuring 
Louise Guinther as Olga, Terri Matassov 
as Masha and Lori Feren as Irina, at Saint 
Luke’s Church in Forest Hills through 
Nov. 16. For information and tickets, 
visit www.gingerbreadplayers.org. 

Photo courtesy Gingerbread Players

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM



46    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMES LEDGER, NOV. 7–13, 2014 TL

erans Council Founding 
President Vince McGow-
an, 70, is definitely a 
three-time hero. 

His organization 
produces the city’s Veter-
ans Day Parade, recently 
dubbed “America’s Pa-
rade,” which is the larg-
est veterans event in the 

country. 
The recently retired, 

but still vibrant, vet said 
he was aware of the Vet-
erans History Project at 
Flushing Town Hall and 
he believes that over the 
years Americans have 
lost the art of storytell-
ing, but thinks there is a 
trend to bring it back. 

“This is a way for 

people to share major 
and catastrophic events 
in their lives. Certainly, 
being a combat veteran 
is a catastrophic event in 
your life,” he said. “It’s 
also healthy to talk about 
these things. Too many 
veterans have their sto-
ries bottled up, about 
what they should have or 
shouldn’t have done.”

Continued from Page 41 He recalled when he 
was a young vet return-
ing home from Vietnam 
in 1968, and things were 
much different then. 

“During the Viet-
nam War nobody wanted 
to hear about vets. We 
weren’t welcomed home. 
We were chased away,” he 
said. “You look at all the 
municipal organizations 
who stopped honoring 
vets, even with parades.” 

Like Rowan and the 
VVA, McCowan and his 
UWVC work with ser-
vice members who are 
struggling with various 
issues, like PTSD. He 
said the Flushing Town 
Hall workshop is an op-
portunity for people to 
talk about their experi-
ences with their loved 
ones, and a chance for 
the service members to 
get it off their chests, and 
put their story out there 
for future generations.

“It’s part of the fab-
ric of what we call the 
veterans community – 
the most diverse group. 
We have five genders (in-
cluding no gender at all). 
We’re the first to bring 
women in.” 

McGowan added, 
“If you experience the 
loss of a wounded friend, 
or if you’re wounded 
yourself, you become 
forever changed. It may 
not show outwardly, 
but there’s no question 
these events have a ma-
jor impact on your life, 

and telling your story is 
a great way to relieve the 
pressure.”

It’s fitting that the 
workshop is being held in 
a building constructed to 
welcome soldiers return-
ing from the Civil War. 

“On a rainy day in 
December 1861, Union 
troops marched down 
what is now Northern 
Boulevard. Due to in-
clement weather, the 
community quickly bid 
goodbye to their troops 
and they steamed away 
to war,” said Gabrielle 
Hamilton, director of 
Education and Public 
Programs at Flushing 
Town Hall. 

But Flushing’s com-

munity leaders realized 
they failed the young 
men heading off to war 
with this less-than-ap-
propriate farewell. So 
they knew they would 
not make the same mis-
take when the war was 
over, Hamilton said. 

“They wanted to 
welcome home the vet-
erans of the Civil War 
with dignity, so they im-
mediately made plans 
to build Flushing Town 
Hall,” Hamilton said. 
“It seems fitting that we 
once again welcome vet-
erans to Flushing Town 
Hall and collect their 
personal stories and pre-
serve their contributions 
with respect.”

Veteran Todd Ford, 
who is a readjustment 
counselor at the Queens 
Vet Center in Wood-
haven, said the workshop 
may help some veterans 
who are reluctant to talk 
about their personal ex-
periences open up and 
share what are “valuable 
individual moments of 
our nation’s history.”

“A veteran’s unique 
experience, whether 
in peacetime or war, is 
their own.  From a veter-
an’s own words, we can 
all learn valuable les-
sons, feel the tremendous 
highs, or depths of their 
sorrow,” he said. “Once 
they are gone, these sto-
ries are also gone. With-
out these stories, we as a 
nation or as individuals 
might forget the great 
joys, the sacrifices made, 
or the terrible cost paid 
by the men and women 
of the Armed Service.  I 
just might stop by the 
workshop myself.”

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Nov. 7-13, 2014

By Ed Canty

Bejeweled
Across
1. Aromatic wood
6. Circulates
11. High degree
14. Entertain
15. Fill a flat again?
16. Always, in 
verse
17. 1967 Rolling 
Stones hit
19. A long time 
follower?
20. Dryer materials
21. Flat answers
23. Chest cavity 
membrane
26. Goes over again
27. Pound
28. Sauerkraut 
alternative
29. Attacked a sub?
30. Attack ad, 
maybe
32. Articles on a rack
35. A slave, not a 
wave
37. Came out of a 
slump?
39. Icebreaker's ice 
breaker?
40. Acclaim
42. Article of faith
44. Bleat
45. Storage spot
47. Large merchant 
ship
49. More like a 
bubble bath
51. Bridge suit

52. Boat holder
53. Unit of the 
Green Berets
55. Major east 
coast rte.
56. Large 
rattlesnake
61. " ___ it Be" 
(Beatles' hit)
62. "Buzz" Aldrin, 
really
63. Band on the run?
64. "Don't give up!"
65. Flower 
children?
66. Filibuster

Down
1. Park Avenue, e.g.
2. Australian runner
3. Add a soundtrack
4. Place of refuge

5. Turns in
6. Guitarist's 
neckline?
7. A lower amount
8. Aged
9. Animal in a pop 
song?
10. ___ pencil 
(bleeding stopper)
11. 12/7/41 locale
12. "The Science of
Logic" author
13. Cast-off 
material
18. Makes gun-shy?
22. A fabled person
23. Moon unit?
24. Glove material
25. Oz locale
26. Any "Seinfeld," 
now

28. Critic, at times
31. Fast finisher?
33. Brown bread?
34. Influences
36. Jiffy
38. Female fowl
41. Certain electron 
tubes
43. Like a new tire
46. Bust on
48. Speculate
49. ___ Ste. Marie
50. Family name 
at Indy
53. At the center
54. Fun units?
57. Total 
wonderment
58. E-mail letters?
59. CFO, perhaps
60. Ring thing

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28

29 30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48

49 50 51

52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

ME(N)TAL WORK
A C C R A A D A G E L I T
S H R E D G A L E S E N E
K I T C H E N Z I N C A A H

L E V E E D A W D L E
R E T I R E S C A P A B L E
A L I N E S T E R E S A
M I N E D F R A M E L B J
B O S S P A U S E S L O P
O T O A R I S E S T O R E

L A G E R S T H R O N G
S A D N E S S F A M I N E S
P L I A N T O R L O P
A L E D I R T Y C O P P E R
C A R A G A T E Z E B R A
E N S S E N O R E R A S E

Katrina Aronoff (c.), of Forest Hills, talks with daughters 
Alina (l.), 8, and Evelyn, 5, before the girls read letters about 
what it was like having their mother in the military. 

Archbishop Molloy High School alumni look to honor their 
fallen friend, Louis Willett, who was drafted into the Army in 
1965 and was killed in Vietnam in 1967. 

IF YOU GO
Veterans History 
Collecting Workshop

When: Tuesday, Nov. 11, 
at 1 pm
Where: Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern 
Blvd., Flushing
Cost: Free, but call to 
reserve a seat.
Contact: (718) 463-
7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Hear their stories
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

2

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

(718) 767-3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357

���������	

���
����

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

39-40 Bell Blvd. 
Bayside NY 11361
718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

THE HOME OF 
EURO-SOUL CUISINE

718.978.6094
WWW.PANASHNYC.COM
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How can 155, 886 
households in 
Brooklyn help 
your business?

CNG’s newspapers, Courier-Life, The Brooklyn Paper 
and Caribbean Life, have been an important part 
of the Brooklyn advertising landscape for decades. 
Our weekly newspapers let you target a specifi c 
neighborhood or reach all parts of the borough with 
your advertising message. And with the borough’s 

largest household coverage, that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with 
CNG’s Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising 
professional who can help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510



TIMES LEDGER, NOV. 7–13, 2014 49  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

Fresh Meadows Barnes & 
Noble shoppers are hoping the 
closing sale is just another plot 
twist in the decade-old shop’s 
history.

Barnes & Noble an-
nounced it would close its 176-
60 Union Turnpike store at 
the end of December because 
negotiations to renew its lease 
failed.

An online petition seeking 
to save the store had collected 
nearly 400 signatures by Mon-
day. Jim Gallagher, president 
of Fresh Meadows Homeown-
ers Civic Association, said the 
group hoped elected officials 
could convince the bookstore 
and property owner, Utopia 
Center Acquisition LLC, to 
reach a resolution.

Although no specific 
plans seem to have surfaced, 
Bronx politicians successfully 
convinced Barnes & Noble 
to remain open another two 
years at its Bay Plaza location 
in that borough.

“We’re very, very upset 
about the closing there,” Gal-
lagher said. “People in the 
community love going there 
— the schools, all the neigh-

boring schools use it. I know 
my civic would give out appre-
ciation awards to students and 
give them gift certificates.”

Gallagher said he had 
heard a T.J. Maxx would move 
in, but the clothing company 
would not comment on that.

And Utopia Center Ac-
quisition LLC could not be 
reached for comment.

When asked for comment, 
Barnes & Noble only con-
firmed the store’s closure.

“We had discussions with 
the property owner to try to 

structure a lease extension, 
but were not able to come to an 
agreement,” said David Dea-
son, vice president of develop-
ment at the company. “We en-
joyed serving our St. John’s/
Fresh Meadows area custom-
ers for the last 10 years and 

look forward to continuing to 
serve them at the nearby Bay-
side location.”

But many perusing the 30 
percent off tables at the closing 
sale last week said with Bay-
side’s store more than 5 miles 
away and the 4-mile trek to 
Forest Hills’ shop meant get-
ting in their car. 

“I drive, but it’s just much 
more convenient here. I live 
10 blocks away,” said Arthur 
Quint, who said he visits the 
Fresh Meadows store about 
once a week. “I get magazines, 
books, calendars, knickknacks 
— my wife goes to Starbucks, 
and I’m here.”

Isabel Luk, a St. John’s 
University sophomore, said 
she grew up shopping at the 
bookstore and was dreading 
the day she could no longer 
ask her relatives to pick her up 
outside the Barnes& Noble.

“I’m going to miss it be-
cause I’m from the neighbor-
hood,” she said. “It’s like a part 
of my childhood is leaving.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle by e-mail at strangle@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4546.

Bookseller closes another chapter
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State Assemblyman Michael Miller 
(D-Woodhaven) presented Zachary 
Kurre, of Glendale, with a proclama-
tion for earning an Eagle Scout rank 
in the Boy Scouts organization during 
a ceremony this weekend.

Kurre’s father, John Kurre, said 
Zachary, 16, began his scouting ca-
reer more than a decade ago as a Tiger 
Scout and assumed the Eagle rank by 
acquiring more than the required 21 
merit badges, holding a leadership 
position with his Sacred Heart Parish-
based troop and completing a service 
project.

Zachary’s community service work 
involved cleaning up the Jamaica Bay 
Wildlife Refuge, including installing 
fences around dunes and ordering and 
posting signs warning people to stay 
off the wetlands, his dad said.

Then a board approved Zachary’s 
work.

“It’s a big weight off his shoulders. 
He’s pretty excited,” Kurre said, not-
ing Zachary’s Troop 47 now boasted 27 
Eagle Scouts. “We have a pretty good 
troop.”

Zachary is a senior at Archbishop 
Molloy High School and is applying to 
military academies, Kurre said.

— Sarina Trangle

The U.S. Department of Justice 
has slated $900,000 for a grant to com-
bat domestic violence in Queens, the 
borough’s top prosecutor announced 
Tuesday.

The grant, which Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz pushed for, will go 
towards strengthening the Queens 
District Attorney Richard Brown’s ef-
forts to snuff out domestic abuse and 
hold offenders accountable.

“This grant will go a long way to-

ward sustaining and furthering our 
initiative to combat domestic violence 
in Queens County,” Katz said. “Our ef-
forts have already seen great success 
thanks to the dedication of District 
Attorney Brown and his office and the 
hard work of our partners in our mul-
tifaceted approach toward addressing 
domestic violence.”

— Alex Robinson

Now that the renovation of its 308-
seat theater is complete, Flushing 
Town Hall might also get a new park-
ing lot.

State Assemblyman Ron Kim (D-
Flushing) has nominated the arts cen-
ter to receive $125,000 in capital fund-
ing to repair and resurface its lot.

“The Flushing Town Hall is a 
unique venue and a prized community 
asset that helps us to learn and share 
more about each other,” Kim said. 
“Our community needs safe access to 
these programs and services and reno-
vating this parking lot will make it 

easier to do.”
Flushing’s Town Hall, at 137-35 

Northern Blvd., was built in 1862 and 
served as the municipal seat of govern-
ment before it eventually housed the 
Flushing Council on Culture and the 
Arts. The center’s theater overhaul 
was the first major renovation of the 
space since it was originally built in 
the 1990s as part of an adaptive reuse 
of the building.

— Alex Robinson

VISIT SAFERCAR.GOV/THERIGHTSEAT

 

 

Kim backs new lot at Town Hall

Qns DA gets $900K grant

Proud Eagle Scout
Advertise your  

Clinical Studies in  
New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in 

Classifieds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE 

OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Assemblyman Michael Miller gives Eagle 
Scout Zachary Kurre a state proclamation. 

Photo courtesy Miller’s office
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school will be matched with at least 
one community organization and full-
time resource coordinator to connect 
pupils and parents with optometrists, 
dentists, mentors, mental health pro-
fessionals and other services.

The campuses will develop indi-
vidual renewal plans by spring 2015, 
and the DOE will track the schools’ 
progress towards goals over the next 
three years. Those that do not meet 
standards may have their leaders re-
placed, faculty change-ups or be bro-
ken up into smaller academies, closed 
or replaced, de Blasio said.

The targeted schools in Queens in-
clude: PS/MS 42, MS 53, PS 197, JHS 8, 
PS 111 and the Pan American Interna-
tional, Flushing, Martin Van Buren, 
August Martin, Richmond Hill, John 
Adams and Long Island City high 
schools.

State Assemblywoman Catherine 
Nolan (D-Ridgewood) and City Coun-
cilman Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), who serve as chairs of their 
legislative chambers’ education com-
mittees, both heralded the plan.

“It is important that schools be giv-
en the resources and the assistance to 
renew their commitment to students, 
parents, teachers, administrators and 
communities. This plan is a balanced 
attempt to do that,” Nolan said in a 
statement.

Continued from Page 24 

Schools
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Jumpline

Miller, who pointed out Banks was 
raised in Cambria Heights, said, “it 
is disappointing that our city has lost 
such a dedicated, lifelong civil servant 
who has contributed so much to our 
community over his decades in the 
force.”

The St. Albans lawmaker added, “I 
would be remiss if I did not note that 
I am equally concerned that this move 
has marginalized our community 
when it comes to a voice in policing 
and public safety.”

Richards said he hoped the new 
administration would bridge “the gap 
between policing and communities of 
color.”

The legislator said “hopefully, in 
light of this most recent development, 
we can effectively engage all stake-
holders to improve the current policy 
on behalf of all New Yorkers.”

Wills also extended his hand to 
Banks’ replacement.

 “I welcome the appointment of 
Benjamin Tucker...and am hopeful he 
will be able to preserve the relations 
between the department and commu-
nity advocates that previously existed 
under Chief Banks.”  

Continued from Page 24 

Banks

Democrats had hoped to wrestle 
power of the state Senate away from Re-
publicans, who have dominated control 
of the chamber for decades. 

Senate Democratic spokesman Mike 
Murphy issued a statement after the 
election results came in saying Demo-
crats remain committed to a number 
of legislative initiatives, including hik-
ing the minimum wage and passing the 
Women’s Equality Act.

“We congratulate the entire Demo-
cratic statewide slate and while we are 
disappointed with the Senate results, 
we congratulate the  Republicans,” he 
said.

Senate Democrats blamed their par-
ty’s poor  performance on low voter turn 
out, the GOP sweep across the country, 
and anger toward President Barrack 

Obama.
“This was a tsunami for the Repub-

licans,” said state Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach), who won his own dis-
trict by a margin of 55.1 to 44.9 percent 
against Republican Michael Conigliaro. 
“There’s momentum with every elec-
tion. We saw it with other presidential 
and mid-term elections. There is a cer-
tain momentum in every campaign.”

Addabbo attributed the closeness of 
his own race to anger toward Obama 
and Mayor Bill de Blasio.

“This was a message sent by the 
people that they have been angered by 
incumbents, Democrats, de Blasio and 
Obama,” he said “Local politics is most 
important to my constituents. Obama 
and De Blasio won’t come through that 
door and help you, but I’ll be there.”

Addabbo, Avella and state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) were the only 
three lawmakers from the upper cham-
ber who faced general election challeng-
ers in Queens. Gianaris crushed inde-

Continued from Page 5 
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percent of the vote compared to Cahill’s 
20 percent, with roughly 99 percent of 
election districts reported.

Voters in Queens said they mostly 
came to cast ballots because they do so 
regularly.

“All of my friends say, ‘If you don’t 

vote, I don’t want to hear you complain,’” 
Mee-on Allwine said while leaving a 
poll site at PS 144 in Forest Hills.

Those who did express interest in a 
particular race tended to focus on the 
gubernatorial election.

“I don’t trust Cuomo, like he got rid 
of that crime investigation panel with 
all the assistant attorney generals on 
it,” said William P. Frost, an attorney in 
Forest Hills. “And his Women’s Equal-
ity line, I think it’s goofy.”

Continued from Page 5 
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cent against Republican chal-
lenger Philip Gim’s 31 percent. 
Kim, who was endorsed by 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo and good 
government group Citizens 
United, heralded his record of 
working within the commu-
nity as a bridge builder and a 
compromise broker between 
Korean elders and other parts 
of the community.

At a senior center in Flush-
ing Wednesday, Kim said, “I 
came to humbly express my 
gratitude to our elders for your 
love, support and guidance in 

my first bid for re-election. 
Throughout our clean cam-
paign, we remained focused 
and disciplined, just as our 
elders taught us.”

Kim explained to the se-
niors that his wife Alison and 
he are expecting their first 
child, a daughter in a few 
weeks time. 

“I want to make sure that 
our daughter grows up in a 
world where she’ll play on 
a field of opportunities that 
are not just nine-tenths equal 
or sometimes equal, but fully 
equal,” Kim said. “In every 
election, we are compelled to 
revisit and realign our values 
and principles. In this coun-
try, if you work hard, play fair 

and with passion, you deserve 
an equal opportunity for suc-
cess. With these values and 
with a grateful heart, I am in-
vigorated to continue serving 
my constituents and bringing 
change for the better of this 
community I call home.”

Kim first immigrated to 
the United States from South 
Korea when he was just 7 
years old.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.

ocrats called the Independent 
Democratic Conference.

“There are so many issues 
we can tackle,” said Rozic, who 
encouraged attendees to get in-
volved in the political arena to 
push for women’s rights.

Some of Rozic’s male col-
leagues, Assemblymen Ron 

Kim (D-Flushing) and Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) attend-
ed the panel to express their 
support for greater equality for 
women and the Women’s Equal-
ity Act.

“People think we have 
equality and everyone has 
fair chance, but that is not the 
case,” Kim said. “We need full 
equality for our women.”

A number of corporations, 
government agencies and 
educational organizations at-

tended the conference’s job fair, 
which was held after the panel. 
The Center for Women of New 
York also conducted workshops 
to help job seekers find new op-
portunities and overcome bar-
riers in the workplace.

Reach reporter Alex Robin-
son by e-mail at arobinson@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 4 
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time.
Jones began working at DEP 

in 1990 and earned a $104,570 an-
nual salary when he resigned 
amid the investigation in Sep-
tember 2013, the DOI said.

In addition to Jones, inves-
tigators said Bhaskar Sil, a for-
mer DEP project manager, and 
Thomas Bentsen, an ex-DEP 
transportation chief, were ar-
rested and charged with bribe 

receiving, receiving reward 
for official misconduct, official 
misconduct and receiving un-
lawful gratuities.

The $175,000 in electronics, 
vacations and other perks alleg-
edly used to bribe the trio were 
underwritten by about $90,000 
that investigators contend was 
defrauded from DEP through 
phony purchase orders.

Sil’s and Bentsen’s lawyers 
were not immediately known.

The Department of Inves-
tigation said Flo Trend and its 
vice president, Carl Russell 

Caughman, were previously 
arrested and charged with 
bribery and giving unlawful 
gratuities.

The business declined to 
comment, and its lawyers at 
Bracewell and Biuliani in Tex-
as did not immediately return a 
request for comment.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle by e-mail at strangle@
cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

Fraud
Continued from Page 7 

tal company to develop noise 
exposure maps to seek noise 
mitigation solutions.

Environmental Science As-
sociates will conduct a study 
over the next three years to 
help alleviate aircraft noise 
complaints from residents. 
The $8 million study for both 
JFK and LaGuardia seeks, 
among other goals, to use in-
formation “to help develop po-
tential plans to help minimize 
noise impacts.”

The so-called federal Part 
150 airport noise compatibil-

ity will pinpoint areas affect-
ed by noise above an average 
of 55 decibels for information 
purposes. 

“The continuing progress 
toward the federal Part 150 
studies for Kennedy, LaGuar-
dia ... marks another mile-
stone in the agency’s efforts 
to address residents’aircraft 
noise concerns in New York,” 
said Thomas Bosco, aviation 
director for the Port Author-
ity.

Reach reporter Juan Soto 
by e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

Noise
Continued from Page 2 

posts based on candidates sug-
gested by the county Democrat-
ic and GOP parties. 

Michael Reich, executive 
secretary of the Queens Demo-
cratic Party, did not return 
calls for comment. 

Critics say the BOE’s bipar-
tisan structure has fueled a cul-
ture of nepotism because com-
missioners have the authority 
to hire, promote and fire em-
ployees in their home borough.

After a city Department of 
Investigation report hypothe-
sized patronage may be behind 
the BOE’s shortcomings and 
estimated 69 of its employees 
were related, The TimesLedger 

Newspapers reported both of 
Queens’ commissioners made 
questionable hires. 

Besides his wife, Araujo em-
ployed his sister-in-law, Raquel 
Torres, according to sources 
and personnel documents ob-
tained through a Freedom of 
Information Law request.

The GOP Commissioner, 
Michael Michel,  approved the 
hiring and promotion of Jo-
seph Cintron, who lives with 
Michel’s daughter and fathered 
a child with her, according to 
sources and personnel docu-
ments.

The city Board of Elections 
did not respond to a request for 
comment. 

The Conflict of Interests 
Board also penalized Barbara 
Conacchio, chief clerk at the 

BOE’s Queens office, $1,500 for 
hiring her daughter, Amanda 
Conacchio.

The elder Conacchio, who 
started at the BOE in 1991, ad-
mitted she gave her daughter 
a temporary gig in 1992, when 
she was still in high school, 
and later oversaw her when 
she took a full-time, permanent 
clerk position at the Queens of-
fice, according to a signed dis-
position.

Amanda Conacchio was 
transferred to the general BOE 
office in February 2014.

Her mother could not be 
reached for comment.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle by e-mail at strangle@
cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

BOE fi ne
Continued from Page 4 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Flushing Hospital Medical 
Center showed off the new ro-
botic member of its surgical 
team last week.

The hospital, at 4500 Par-
sons Blvd., unveiled a da 
Vinci robot, a state-of-the-art 
system, which gives surgeons 
better control of their instru-
ments and alleviates pain for 
patients.

“It’s a tremendous thrill,” 
said Dr. Robert Cantu Jr., one 
of the hospital’s surgeons. 
“For the patient, it’s less pain-
ful, there are less incisions 
and it’s very precise.”

The four-armed system 
allows surgeons to conduct 
operations that would have 
previously required multiple 
incisions by making one sur-
gical cut in the belly button. It 
also uses more flexible instru-
ments that can be rotated 360 
degrees. The technology em-
ploys a 3D high-definition im-
age that surgeons use to see 
what is going on in a patients 
body during operations . 

Surgeons control the ro-
bot’s arms sitting down at a 
console. They operate two of 
the arms with their fingers 
and move a camera with a 
foot.

“You have total exclusive 
control of the patient,” said 
Dr. Sanjeev Rajpal, a general 
surgeon who has worked with 
the technology for years and 
was recruited to train the 
hospital’s surgeons on the 
system. “I’m personally sold 
on it because it’s a superior 

technology.”
The surgery is much eas-

ier on surgeons as they can 
perform the entire operation 
sitting down, Rajpal said.

The hospital bought the 
robotic system for just under 
$2 million in August in order 
to ensure a standard of care 
for certain procedures.

“The most important thing 
about this robot is it improves 
patient care,”  Robert Levin, 
the hospital’s CEO, said. “By 
doing robotic surgery, it helps 
to reduce the length of stay 
and the chance of infection.”

Operations performed us-
ing the robotic technology 
will also involve less blood 
loss, letting patients get back 
on their feet faster.

“This is very important 
for our community, which 
wants to know their local hos-
pital has state-of-the-art tech-
nology,” Levine said.

Surgeons go through four 
stages of extensive train-
ing in order to be certified 
to operate the robot, Rajpal 
said. First, they participate 
in computer training. Then 
they work on a console before 
using the robot to conduct an 
operation on an animal. The 
last stage entails working on 
a surgery with a proctor or 
supervisor.

“This is the decade of the 
robot,” Rajpal said.

Reach reporter Alex Robin-
son by e-mail at arobinson@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

New robot makes debut   

at Flushing Hospital
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proposal in the city crossed 
my desk before going on to the 
agencies.”

She went on to serve as 
executive director of the may-
or’s Office for Industrial and 
Manufacturing Businesses, 
where she was responsible for 
attracting and retaining in-
dustrial and manufacturing 
businesses. Ramos was also 
the assistant commissioner for 
finance at the Department of 
Housing Preservation and De-

velopment, where she oversaw 
a $580 million operating budget 
and $7.5 billion, 10-year capital 
plan, which included construc-
tion and preservation of 165,000 
housing units.

“Ms. Ramos brings strong 
leadership and understanding 
of business, community and 
government, a perfect combina-
tion for the job,” Councilwom-
an Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) said. “Her hiring is 
a win for the community, and I 
am confident in her abilities to 
properly guide and represent 
the 82nd Street Partnership.”

Ferreras is a major propo-

nent of the controversial plan to 
expand the BID down Roosevelt 
Avenue to 104th Street, includ-
ing Junction Boulevard to 35th 
Avenue. At a pair of public 
hearings in July, protesters 
called for Taylor’s ouster. He 
left the 82nd Street Partnership 
in August to take over Manhat-
tan’s NoHo BID as their execu-
tive director.

“I am familiar with what 
went on here because I did 
my research,” Ramos said. “It 
didn’t stop me from applying 
for the job. I hear both sides 
and I understand from living 
in other communities that have 

undergone gentrification. I un-
derstand their concerns.”

Marty Kirchner, an organiz-
er of the expansion opposition 
group Queens Neighborhoods 
United, said “BIDs were a fa-
vorite tool of the Bloomberg ad-
ministration to gentrify outer 
borough neighborhoods. Com-
munity members in Jackson 
Heights, Elmhurst and Corona 
are overwhelmingly opposed to 
the expansion of the 82nd Street 
Partnership.”

As a member of the Latina 
Leadership Forum’s founding 
committee and a former mem-
ber of Latina PAC, Ramos be-

lieves she can connect with her 
new community.

“I just walked up Roosevelt 
Avenue and I can see people 
putting their livelihoods on 
the line,” she said. “I’m open to 
talking to anyone in this com-
munity and discussing the is-
sues. At the end of the day we 
all want the same thing: we 
want businesses to grow and 
prosper. In addition, we can 
create a vision where we serve 
the Latino community and help 
them maintain their identity. 
We can be an anchor for all eth-
nic groups.”

The corps has been finan-
cially reeling from the col-
lapse of its neighbor’s roof, at 
78-19 Jamaica Ave., in March 
2013. Falling bricks and debris 
damaged the corps’ emergen-
cy exit, which prevented the 
Woodhaven-Richmond Hill 
Senior Center from staying 
on as a tenant and paramedics 
from using the entire facility.

Then in March 2014, the 
corps temporarily shut its 
doors because melting snow 
from the roof next door began 

seeping into its headquarters.
Problems plagued the 78-19 

Jamaica Ave. site before the 
collapse. The city had issued 
an order to vacate the second 
floor of the building just be-
fore the structure fell apart. 
At the time, the building had 
more than 30 open violations 
with the DOB and another 
eight with the city Environ-
mental Control Board.

After the collapse, the mat-
ter wound up in court, with 
multiple, dueling court cases. 
At one point the city had a 
warrant out for the arrest of 
George Kochabe, who owns 
the buckled building through 

78-19 Jamaica Avenue LLC, 
because he failed to show up 
in court to respond to a crimi-
nal summons stemming from 
hazards at the building.

A judge has since set a time-
line by which Kochabe must 
meet various benchmarks for 
repairing the structure or else 
the city Department of Hous-
ing Preservation and Develop-
ment may step in and demol-
ish it, the DOB said. 

Work at 78-19 Jamaica Ave. 
is ongoing.

Kochabe’s attorney, Elio 
Forcina, has described him as 
a working man diligently try-
ing to repair the building.

Yet, Angelo DiGangi, an 
attorney working with York 
College students to represent 
the corps on a pro bono basis, 
said 78-19 Jamaica Ave. and 
Kochabe had been named in a 
civil case seeking millions for 
damages. 

He said the insurance com-
panies also face civil action 
because they were aware of 
neglect at 78-19 Jamaica Ave., 
but failed to prevent the col-
lapse.

“I would not house farm 
animals in there right now, 
never mind senior citizens,” 
DiGangi said. 

Continued from Page 1 
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Up to 40% of businesses never recover after experiencing a major disaster. Do you have a plan to keep your business 
running if disaster strikes? For a free online tool that helps you develop an emergency plan, visit Ready.gov/business.

roughly 99 percent of election 
districts reported.

Voters in Queens said they 
mostly came to cast ballots be-
cause they do so regularly.

“All of my friends say, ‘If you 
don’t vote, I don’t want to hear 
you complain,’” Mee-on All-
wine said while leaving a poll 
site at PS 144 in Forest Hills.

Those who did express inter-
est in a particular race tended 
to focus on the gubernatorial 
election.

Cuomo
Continued from Page 5 
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Monsignor McClancy 
wasted little time going from 
an infant program to dioc-
esan champion.

Victoria Ramirez’s 
first-half goal was enough to 
give the Crusaders a 1-0 vic-
tory over St. Saviour in the 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
Class A girls’ soccer final Sat-
urday at the Aviator Sports 
Complex. The program began 
three years ago when the for-
mer all-boys’ school became 
co-ed. McClancy lost in the 
junior varsity title game last 
season before taking home 
the crown in its first varsity 
campaign.

“Over the years we got 
closer and closer to winning 
the championship,” junior 
sweeper Rebecca Bollman 
said. “Finally this year we 
did it.”

St. Saviour, which beat 
the Crusaders once during 
the regular season, put a 
scare into McClancy (11-6-

1) early. Meghan McGinn 
fired a shot from inside the 
box flush off the crossbar. 
Bollman said the near score 
showed her team they could 
not wait to pick it up.

It did not take long for 
them to respond. Diana 
Jones sent a corner kick into 
the box and a scramble for 
the ball ensued. Ramirez had 
her first shot blocked by a St. 
Saviour defender. Her second 
attempt went off the bottom 
of the crossbar and in for 
the game’s only goal in the 
19th minute. The junior was 
unsure of what was going to 
happen as she saw the ball 
heading for the bar.

“I didn’t think it was go-
ing to go in,” Ramirez said. 
“It went in and I said, ‘Thank 
God it went in,’”

The Crusaders’ defense 
led by Bollman and Em-
ily Gonzalez took it from 
there. McClancy kept the 
ball to the outside and away 
from St. Saviour stars Katie 

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO

Coach John Fayad decided 
to make a switch for the sake 
of change in the biggest game 
of the season and it paid divi-
dends for his Christ the King 
team.

This was the third time 
this season the Royals played 
Mary Louis. Even though CK 
beat the Hilltoppers twice, 
Fayad changed his lineup to 
try and gain an upper hand. He 
moved star and strong-legged 
midfielder Medina Mulic to 
defense to make it harder for 
TMLA to defend her.

“This was the third time 
we played them, so I figured I 
would show them a different 
formation,” Fayad said.

The move worked to perfec-
tion. The Royals took an early 
two-goal lead, which included a 
score form Mulic and rolled to 
a 5-1 victory over the Hilltop-
pers in the CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens Class AA girls soccer 
final Saturday at a rainy and 
windy Aviator Sport Complex. 
It is the Royals’ fourth straight 
crown, with all wins coming 
over TMLA.

“It feels fantastic,” Fayad 
said. “We had a game plan and 
it thankfully went our way.”

The game was played in 
wet, windy, and cold condi-
tions. But Christ The King (11-
0-1) was in control of the game 
from start to finish.

“It was just as cold out here 
for us as it was for them,” Mulic 
said. “We both had to deal with 
the weather.”

Added sophomore Kiana 
Leger: “It was hard for us to 
catch our breath.”

Leger got the Royals on 
the board when she outran 

the Mary Louis defenders and 
scored in the first five min-
utes. Four minutes later Mulic 
scored on a booming 40-yard 
kick that got a boost from the 
wind to put Christ the King up 
2-0. Leger was again a thorn in 
the side of Mary Louis when she 
found the back of the net late in 
the first half to make it 3-0.

Mary Louis (3-9-5) came 
out in the second half with the 
wind at their backs and scored 
a goal in the first few minutes of 
the second half on a strike from 
sophomore Gwynivere McGee. 
Mary Louis seemed to be back 
in the game down just 3-1.

Sarah Nolan and Andrea 
Cardozo each scored for Christ 
the King to put the game out of 
reach.

The Royals move on to the 
state tournament and face the 
Monsignor Martin winner in 
the semifinals 2 p.m. Sunday 
at Owl Hallows Park on Staten 
Island. CK has yet to win a 
state playoff game during its 
run atop the diocese. Christ the 
King believes this year could 
be different.

“States are really diffi-
cult,” Fayad said. “But I think 
that we have the team to com-
pete this year.”Continued on Page 57

Christ the King’s Kiana Leger tries to keep the ball away from the Mary 
Louis defense.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe

McClancy’s Victoria Rameriz battles St. Saviour midfielder Kevina 
Shalvey for the ball.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Royal Dynasty

Crusaders capture 
fi rst championship

CK wins fourth consecutive diocesan soccer title
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BY PATRICK MCCORMACK

Archbishop Molloy’s at-
tempt to win a second CHSAA 
city championship game in 
three years fell short.

The Stanners allowed 
three second-half goals and 
fell to unbeaten Fordham Prep, 
4-0, in the Class AA boys’ soc-
cer final Sunday at St. John’s 
University’s Belson Stadium. 
It is Molloy’s second straight 
defeat in the city title game af-
ter beating the Rams 1-0 in the 
2012 final.

“We broke down in the 
second half,” Stanner head 
coach Andy Kostel said.

The Rams (17-0-2) scored 
their first goal in the 10th 
minute. Senior Conor McStay 
crossed the ball to the back 
post where Ryan Kerley head-
ed the ball into the back of the 
net. Following the Fordham 

goal, Molloy countered, but 
the Fordham prep defense re-
sponded.

The Stanners (12-2-3) had 
a free kick in the 12th minute 
that went into the Rams’ de-

fensive wall. Three minutes 
later, Jesse Rodrigues played 
the ball to Daniel Corridan 
in the box, but Fordham Prep 
keeper Chris Sheridan smoth-
ered the ball.

Following the chances it 
was all Fordham. Kostel said 
the windy conditions at Belson 
Stadium affected his team’s 
play.

“Because of wind we 
didn’t get to do what we needed 
to do,” he said.

The Rams started to 
break the game open in the 
59th minute when senior Max 
Moessner‘s shot hit off Molloy 
keeper Stephen Deely’s hands 
and into the back of the net. 
Two minutes later, Ian Powers 
played a ball into the box that 
hit off Deely and went into 
the net to make it 3-0. Ford-
ham added one more goal in 
the 68th minute when Patrick 
Murray drilled the ball off the 
post, but put his own rebound 
in.

Stanner defender Lucas 
Do Nascimento felt like the 
Stanners allowed the Rams to 

do too much offensively.
“Defensively we let them 

dribble too much down the 
wings,” he said. “They easily 
were able to get crosses in.”

Kostel felt his team 
worked hard all year to get to 
the game and win the Brook-
lyn/Queens championship.

Molloy will have another 
shot at a crown and another 
chance to beat the Rams. 
The two diocesan winners 
will meet again Saturday in 
the CHSAA state semifinal 
at Adelphi University. It is a 
game Nascimento and Molloy 
will try to use to make up for 
their loss from this game.

“We came out here with 
the expectation that we would 
win, but unfortunately we 
didn’t get the win,” Nascimen-
to said. “So we will work this 
week to try and get a win on 
Saturday during the states.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Christ the King didn’t pat 
itself on the back for a fine sea-
son after falling to Kellenberg 
with first place on the line.

When you’ve had a pro-
gram that struggled to win for 
so long you can’t dismiss any 
kind of losing.

Sure, one of the Royals’ as-
sistant coaches reminded the 
players that they finished 6-3 
and had reached the CHSFL 
Class AA playoffs for the first 
time since current Syracuse 
University quarterback Terell 
Hunt lead them in 2010. They 
didn’t want their players com-
pletely down after a tough 21-14 
loss to the Kellenberg at Mitch-
el Field Saturday. They also 
wanted to remind them not to 
take the losing with them into 
the playoffs this week.

“It is a step forward,” 
first-year Christ the King 
coach Jason Brown said. “I’m 
proud, but we should have beat 
them.”

That’s why most of the talk 
after was about the opportu-
nity it missed and the lessons 
they needed to take forward to 
be a better program for the rest 
of this season and beyond.

“Discipline is the biggest 
reason we can’t stay on the 
field,” Brown said. “It shows 
in games, dropped balls, mis-
takes, and poor alignment. 
Special teams killed us. It re-
verts back to when I started 
here. Discipline, once you get 
rid of that and everyone is on 
the same page we should be 
rolling.”

Christ the King (6-3, 5-1) 
was flat during warm-ups and 
it showed early in the game. It 
struggled to tackle. Low snaps 
and poor punts in the wind and 
rain gave Kellenberg (8-1, 6-0) 
superb field position. It led to a 
14-0 Firebird lead with 1:49 to 
go in the first quarter.

It was not until then that 
Christ the King responded. 
The Royals, playing without 

star running back Jamen Wil-
liams (shoulder), took to the 
air. Quarterback David Navas 
hit Marcus Layne along the 

left side. He made a move past 
two defenders and raced to a 
69-yard touchdown to cut Kel-
lenberg’s lead to 14-6 on the fi-

nal play of the first quarter.
Layne later answered a 

Firebirds score with an 80-
yard kickoff return for a score 
in the third quarter. Navas 
hit Ahmad Fernandez with 
the 2-point conversion and 
CK trailed just 21-14. Christ 
the King’s defense quelled 
the Kellenberg attack after 
the first quarter and stopped 
them multiple times on fourth 
down. The Royals, which had 
the ball twice in the final four 
minutes with a chance to tie, 
also dropped a potential game-
changing interception in the 
fourth quarter.

The loss to Kellenberg 
shouldn’t get the Royals dis-
couraged, but heighten their 
awareness of what it takes to 
compete at the next level. The 
talent needs to meet the execu-
tion if their season is going to 
continue past facing Chami-
nade in the playoffs this week-
end and the program is going 
to continue to make strides 
forward.

“It’s good, but we still have 
one goal,” Layne said. “We are 
trying to win the AA champi-
onship. That’s our main goal.”

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Christ the King quarterback David Navas runs away from the Kellenberg 
defense.  Photo by William Thomas

Molloy’s Christopher Armas kicks the ball past Fordham Prep’s Dan Fox.  
Photo by Caroll Alvarado

CK uses missed opportunity to plot future wins

Molloy falls short in soccer city title game
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Holy Cross tops Mount, eyes playoff run
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Holy Cross’ strong second 
half to the season continued.

Its offense finally got roll-
ing in the third quarter and 
the Knights shut out Mount 
St. Michael after halftime to 
earn a 16-6 CHSFL victory at 
Bayside Athletic Complex Sat-
urday afternoon. Holy Cross 
went 3-2 in its final five games 
after starting 0-4. It earned the 
No. 7 seed and a matchup with 
defending league champion St. 
Anthony’s next week.

“They picked up the pace.” 

Holy Cross coach Tom Pugh 
said. “This has been a tough 
season.”

His team trailed Mount 
6-3 at the half as Cross (3-6, 3-4) 
only mustered a 32-yard field 
goal by Talles Moreira. Quar-
terback Josh Evans heated up 
in the second half, throwing a 
touchdown pass to Ahmed Bah 
in the third and fourth quar-
ter. Evans completed 12 of 26 
passes for 100 yards. Bar had 
five catches for 56 yards and 
Paul Yodice had seven grabs 
for 44 yards. Calvert Springer 
added an interception and the 

Knights recovered two fum-
bles.

“He’s got two great receiv-
ers,” Pugh said of Evans. “Bah 
is a big target and Paulie has 
over 40 catches in the league 
this year.”

He believes his club has a 
shot to knock off the No. 2 Fri-
ars. Holy Cross lost 30-7 during 
the regular season meeting 
and trailed just 17-7 heading 
into the fourth quarter. Evans 
was injured that day.

“If we can generate some 
offense we can hang with 
them,” Pugh said.

Benjamin Cardozo 48, Far 
Rockaway 0: Christian Wheat-
ley rushed for 174 yards and 
two touchdowns on 16 carries 
and also caught a touchdown 
pass for Cardozo (2-7). Ryan 
Modeste carried the ball 14 
times for 132 yards and a score. 
Manuel Ritoe added a rushing 
touchdown and Darrin McRae 
caught a pass in the end zone.

Jamaica 14, Franklin K. 
Lane 6: Garfield McDonald 
carried the ball 18 times for 
120 yards and two touchdowns 

for Jamaica (5-4). Muhammad 
Ahmed made five tackles, in-
cluding three sacks.

Eagle Academy II 58, Info 
Tech 8: Nicholas Suda went 2 
of 4 passing for 73 yards and a 
touchdown to Xavier Mateo for 
Info Tech (2-7). He also added 
11 tackles. Jean Claude Previ-
lon caught a 62-yard pass. 

OTHER SCORES
Tottenville 29, Flushing 9
Campus Magnet 18, Beach 
Channel 12
Xavier 56, St. Francis Prep 0

O’Donnell and Kevina Shalvey 
at midfield. Nikole Saa helped 
McClancy put pressure on the 
St. Saviour defense.

The Pandas (8-5-2) had 
limited scoring chances, with 
many coming in the game’s 
closing minutes.

“I know if they pass the 
ball they get two or three 
passes and they are through 
the middle,” Crusaders coach 
Robert May said of the Pandas’ 
offense. “If we can break that 
up and get Cayle (Chavanne) 
to hustle, she went after ev-
erything. That’s what I asked 
them to do and they did it.”

The players said they 

were motivated by losing in 
the junior varsity final last 
year, not wanting to miss an-
other chance at a crown.

They joked that they are 
keeping up with the boys’ pro-
gram, which has won three 
straight CHSAA Class A 
championships.

The Crusaders should be 
the favorites to win it all again 
next season with no seniors on 
the roster. They are going to 
enjoy making history for now 
before they think about add-
ing to it.

“It means so much,” ju-
nior Vanessa Castano said. 
“Everyone was counting on 
us to do really well and we 
brought it home.”

McClancy
Continued from Page 55
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Astoria 
43-32 Ditmars Blvd
Astoria, NY 11105
718-726-MATH
Parking Available

Bayside 
43-17 Bell Blvd

Bayside, NY 11361
718-747-MATH

Forest Hills 
108-14 72nd Ave

Forest Hills, NY 11375
718-544-MATH
Offering First Steps  

Program for  
4-6 year olds!

www.mathnasium.com

Get ready. Get set.
Get ahead.
 Now enrolling.

Math 
Enrichment

Test
Prep

Homework
Help

Math
Help

At Mathnasium, we help kids in 1st-12th 
grade reach their potential in math by 
teaching in a way that makes sense to 
them. Kids leap way ahead – whether they 
started out far behind or already ahead in 
math. We make math make sense.


