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BY BILL PARRY

Sunnyside residents are 
mourning the loss of one 
of their most civic-minded 
neighbors. For more than 
40 years,  Luke Adams im-
mersed himself in commu-
nity work as a president of 
the Sunnyside Chamber of 

Commerce and the Sunny-
side Woodside Lions Club.

He was the leader of the 
Gateway Restoration proj-
ect, which was responsible 
for the creation of the Sun-
nyside Arch, the neighbor-
hood’s iconic symbol at 46th 
Street and Queens Boule-
vard. Adams was also a 

travel agent, a reporter and 
photographer as well as a  
community historian.

Adams died Monday 
night after suffering a car-
diac arrest. He was 76. By 
his side was his longtime 
friend and collaborator Pa-

BY BILL PARRY

The City Council’s Land Use 
Committee voted to approve the 
Astoria Cove project Wednesday, 

after intensive negotiations raised 
the number of affordable units to 
27 percent of the 1,723 apartments 
from the original 20 percent that 
was offered by 2030 Astoria Devel-

opers.  The project will also use 
union labor to build the massive 
2.2 million-square-foot residential 
and retail development  

“I am happy to have reached 

this historic agreement on Asto-
ria Cove,” City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria)said. 
“For the first time in city history, 
this developer will be required by 
law to provide permanently af-
fordable housing that is in reach 
of Astorians. Twenty-seven per-
cent of the entire development 
will be affordable at rates better 
than previously offered - 20 per-
cent of the development will be re-
served for low-income households 
and monthly rents will be as low 
as $800 per month. This agree-
ment will help transform Astoria 
for the better.”

The full council was expected 
to follow the committee’s lead and 
vote its approval of the develop-
ment.

“Astoria Cove will bring much-
needed infrastructure, housing, 
retail, jobs and economic devel-
opment to transform an isolated 
and underutilized area of west-
ern Queens,” 2030 Astoria Devel-
opers Managing Partner John 
Mavroudis said. “It is an excel-
lent project for the city and the 
community. This has been a very 
engaging process and we look for-Bayside’s Tyrell Plaza runs with the ball in a game against McKee. Bayside lost to McKee, 40-14.  

Photo by Carroll Alvarado

GROUND WORK

BY ALEX ROBINSON

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) has pledged to stay with 
his colleagues in the Independent 
Democratic Conference despite 
recent hints the breakaway group 
might rejoin the GOP, which re-
gained control of the Senate.

“Let there be no confusion: I 
stand with the IDC,” Avella said 
in a statement. “While I’m great-
ly disappointed with the overall 
results of the election, I look for-
ward to continuing to work with 
my IDC colleagues in the upcom-
ing session.”

IDC head, state Sen. Jeff Klein 
(D-Bronx), recently said he would 
be open to working with the Re-
publicans, igniting speculation as 
to whether Avella would stay with 
the faction.

The IDC previously controlled 
power of the state Senate in a 
coalition with Republicans, but 
the GOP no longer needs the five 
rogue Democratic senators to hold 
onto power, having won 32 seats 
for a majority in the chamber in 
last week’s election.

When faced with primary chal-

BY JUAN SOTO

Congressional lawmakers want the Federal 
Aviation Administration to lower its “outdated 
and disconnected” noise standards, a measure that 
would make thousands of Queens residents living 
around JFK and LaGuardia airports eligible for 

Queens seeks fed grants 
to muffl e jet plane noise

Community activist Luke Adams is re-
membered for his service to Sunnyside. 

Photo courtesy Patricia Dorfman

Avella loyal 
to IDC after 
GOP victory

Astoria Cove project moves forward
City Council committee greenlights plan after marathon talks on affordable units
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KOHL’S | COSTCO | CENTURY 21 | SEARS | BURLINGTON | TOYS“R”US | BABIES“R”US

BED BATH & BEYOND | T.J.MAXX | MARSHALLS | ALDI | OLD NAVY | STAPLES | ULTA

DALLAS BBQ | MILLER’S ALE HOUSE | PIER 1 | MANDEE | PANERA BREAD

PAYLESS SHOESOURCE | THE VITAMIN SHOPPE | SUBWAY | PEARLE VISION | RED MANGO

LEONARDO FURNITURE | T-MOBILE | AUNTIE ANNE’S | VERIZON/VIVA MOVIL | SPRINT

regocenter.com

Junction Blvd between
Queens Blvd &

Horace Harding Expy

CONTINUOUS LOOP BETWEEN
REGO CENTER and QUEENS CENTER

11am to 8pm • Every 20 Minutes
Nov 28-30  Dec 6 & 7, 13 - 24, 26 - 30

FREE SHOPPING SHUTTLE

Bus Q72, Q38 & Q88

Subway  M &  R  to 63RD Drive/Rego Park

THE BEST
VALUE SHOPPING

IN QUEENS



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, N
OV. 16, 2014

3

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Several people watching 
Queens’ Veterans Day Parade 
Sunday said they happened upon 
the procession and then slipped 
into the crowds on Metropolitan 
Avenue.

And those who have staked out 
Middle Village sidewalk space for 
years said the parade must push 
past this lack of awareness  as it 
enters its fifth year as a borough-
wide procession.

“I’d like to see more people be-
cause look what they go through, 
what they do for their country. 
You see it in the news every day,” 
said Melinda Marziliano, while 
watching the marchers with her 
mother from the doorway of a 
building across from Lutheran 
All Faiths Cemetery, as they have 
for decades.

As grand marshals Russel 
Feddern and Paul Feddern led 
the parade from Metropolitan 
Avenue and 80th Street to Christ 
the King High School, passers-by 
and newcomers like the Maduro 
family could not resist joining the 
revelers.

Frans Maduro said they were 

planing on dropping off his daugh-
ter, who was marching with a Mas-
peth High School group, but the 
onlookers stuck miniature flags 

in his young daughter’s hands and 
soon had them posing for photos.

Similarly, Oksana Anderson, 
who lives nearby, said she had 

intended to attend, forgot and ulti-
mately stumbled upon it.

“I think it’s getting bigger, not 
smaller. It’s just not publicized 

enough,” she said.
Staff from Rosa’s Pizza 

marched to the drum beat of a 
passing school ensemble and a 
barber in his smock stepped out 
of a Metropolitan Avenue shop to 
capture the procession on his cell 
phone.

The parade featured dozens of 
groups hailing from Sunnyside to 
West Hamilton Beach, with VFW 
posts, Vietnam Veterans of Amer-
ican Chapter 32 and Prisoners of 
War-Missing in Action organiza-
tions represented. Youth groups 
were interspersed, including ba-
ton ensembles, Boy Scouts and 
Girl Scouts and plenty of bands. 
The Sunnyside Drum Corps gar-
nered extra applause, as its small-
er members pushed their instru-
ments on top of grocery carts.

Marchers led the crowd into 
Christ the King’s auditorium, 
where U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing), state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach), his 
predecessor Serphin Maltese and 
city Comptroller Scott Stringer 
lauded the brothers who served as 
grand marshals — one a former 
Marine and Department 

The Honor Guard leads the Queens Veteran Day parade down Metropolitan Avenue in Middle Village.  
Photo by Steve Malecki     

Veterans Day parade marches on
Middle Village’s traditional procession expands to include groups from all of Queens

BY BILL PARRY

While the city Department of 
Homeless Services was planning 
last week to make two Queens 
homeless shelters permanent, one 
lawmaker was taking them to 
court.

State Assemblywoman Ara-
vella Simotas (D-Astoria) filed a 
lawsuit in State Supreme Court 
Nov. 3 in order to make the agency, 
and the city, more transparent in 
the case of one of the shelters, the 
Westway Motel in East Elmhurst.

DHS angered residents and 
area officials by not giving prior 
notice when it began settling 
homeless families at the Westway, 
and at the former Pan American 
Hotel in Elmhurst last summer on 
a six-month emergency basis. Now 
with the short-term contracts ex-

piring beginning in December, the 
agency will hold public hearings 
as it seeks to make the arrange-
ments permanent.

“To continue to meet our moral 
and legal obligations to shelter 
families with children, all shelters 
that have opened under the emer-
gency declaration will have to un-
dergo a procurement process,” a 
DHS spokesman said.

In filing her lawsuit, Simotas 
accuses DHS of creating an artifi-
cial emergency to evade proper sit-
ing and procurement procedures. 
She also contended the agency has 
been “manipulating” the emergen-
cy shelter process to avoid dealing 
with the community.

In July, Simotas, U.S. Rep. 
Joe Crowley (D-Jackson Height), 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) and City Councilman 

Costa Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
sent joint letters  to DHS Commis-
sioner Gilbert Taylor demanding 
information required by the city 

Procurement Policy Board rules.
Taylor never answered the let-

ters, the suit claims. Without the 
information the leaders could not 

inform their constituents how the 
proposed plan would affect the 
surrounding neighborhoods and 
advocate for the families that occu-
py Westway Motel, at 71-11 Astoria 
Blvd., court papers show.

“Since day one, we have asked 
the city and the Department of 
Homeless Services to be transpar-
ent and responsive to concerns of 
our communities regarding the 
conversion of the Westway Motor 
Inn into a permanent homeless 
shelter,” Crowley said. “Govern-
ment works best when we involve 
the members of our community, 
especially in any decision that will 
significantly impact their neigh-
borhoods. As we continue to work 
to address homelessness in New 
York City, it is important that we 
don’t lose sight of our responsi-
bilities to the people we represent. 

Simotas takes city to court over shelter
Assemblywoman contends Homeless Services creates false emergency at Westway

Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas has filed a lawsuit against the DHS over the 
Westway Motel. Photo by Bill Parry
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EVENING & SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS 
24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES, 888-228-0687

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY
BRACES-INVISALIGN
ORAL SURGERY
PERIODONTAL THERAPY
ROOT CANAL
IMPLANTS

DENTURES
MERCURY-FREE TOOTH 
COLORED FILLINGS
METAL-FREE CROWNS
PORCELAIN VENEERS
NITROUS OXIDE 
ANESTHESIA

SEDATION DENTISTRY
LASER DENTISTRY
VELSCOPE VX (ORAL 
CANCER EXAMS)
INTRA-ORAL CAMERA

43-07 214th Place
BAYSIDE

718-225-0515

2592 Merrick Road, Suite C
BELLMORE

516-781-9700

www.drsilvermanassociates.com

Help Brighten the Holiday for a 

Family in Need This Thanksgiving 

& We Will Brighten Your Teeth

Donate 5 Items, Receive 5% off Tooth Whitening
Donate 10 Items, Receive 10% off Tooth Whitening

FREE SEALANTS
To Help Protect Your 

Child’s Teeth
(New patients only)

Professor Scott Larson explains the study results. Photo by Sarina Trangle

BY SARINA TRANGLE

State Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder (D-
Rockaway Beach) seized on a study of reviv-
ing the Rockaway Beach LIRR spur as evi-
dence the train had left the station.

Goldfeder said Queens College’s study 
projected about half a million daily riders 
would use the 3.5 miles of tracks between 
Rego Park and Ozone Park, if reactivated.

“Populations have grown in the Rock-
aways almost 50 percent since the closing 
of the old rail line. Rockaway residents and 
many Queens residents sadly have longer 
commutes to midtown Manhattan than 
many Nassau County residents,” Goldfeder 
said. “We’re asking the MTA to take the next 
step.”

Flanked by students, professors and 
transportation union members on the Flush-
ing campus, Goldfeder suggested the study 
was a mandate for the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority to find the roughly $700 
million he estimated it would cost to retool 
the spur.

The fate of the Rockaway Beach line has 
divided the borough. Some have pushed for 
turning the tracks into a High Line-style 
park dubbed the QueensWay, while transit 
activists are clamoring for rail service and 
residents close to the railbed contend both 
proposals would disturb their quality of 
life.

Queens College professor Scott Larson 
said the Urban Studies Department’s analy-
sis, which was funded by college grant funds 
and state money, strove for objectivity. 

The study found 33.9 percent of respon-
dents preferred using the proposal to use the 
railbed for trains, 28.1 percent favored the 
QueensWay plan, 18.1 percent sought a com-
bination of the two ideas and 10.2 percent 
wanted the tracks untouched.  Greenery has 

sprouted along the railway since it stopped 
carrying trains in 1962. 

The inquiry determined a higher portion 
of those in Forest Hills, Glendale and Rego 
Park — 39 percent — favored reactivating 
the line than in the Rockaways, Richmond 
Hill and Woodhaven, where about 31 percent 
supported such efforts. 

Larson cautioned against reading too 
much into neighborhood-specific responses 
because just 374 residents and 44 businesses 
of the nearly 6,000 targeted returned sur-
veys.

“There are a lot of people out there who 
aren’t very familiar with the debate,” he 
said.

Both the park and rail service would 
likely drive down property values abutting 
the tracks, but otherwise hike up prices, the 
study found. 

U.S. Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-Manhattan), 
who sits on the House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee’s Highways and 
Transit Sub-comittee, said the opportunity 
for a one-seat, 30-minute ride from Man-
hattan to JFK Airport should not be over-
looked.

“If this region decides that the restora-
tion of this line is a priority within our gen-
eral capital plan, we’ll be able over the next 
five, six, eight, whatever it is, years, find 
$700 million,” Nadler said.

The MTA declined to comment on the 
prospects of Goldfeder’s pitch making it into 
its capital plan. The agency said it was not 
taking a position on the spur because it did 
not own the property.

City Council Transportation Committee 
Chairman Ydanis Rodriguez (D-Manhattan) 
and U.S. Reps. Gregory Meeks (D-Jamaica) 
and Hakeem Jeffries (D-Brooklyn) have also 
backed the reactivation bid.

Rock rail spur could benefi t
500,000 passengers: Study
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 
761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777

Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com
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BY BILL PARRY

Western Queens law-
makers are applauding the 
overwhelming approval of 
the Smart Schools Bond Act 
by voters statewide on Elec-
tion Day.

The measure would al-
low the state comptroller to 
issue and sell bonds up to $2 
billion. The revenue would 
then be spent to replace 
classroom trailers with per-
manent classroom space and 
upgrade educational tech-
nology equipment.

“For years I have fought 
to get trailers removed from 
our schools and replaced 
with safe, permanent build-
ings,” state Assemblywoman 
Catherine Nolan (D-Ridge-
wood) said. “All students 
deserve the best educational 
facilities possible, and no 
student can perform at their 
highest level in substandard 
space. Passing the Smart 
Schools Bond Act gives us 
the resources to do that im-

portant work.”
Some 700 school districts 

across the state will draw up 
spending plans that will be 
submitted to a review board, 
although there are no details 
on when the application pro-
cess would begin. In addition 
to technology equipment like 
interactive whiteboards, 
desktop or laptop computers 
and tablets and high-speed 
broadband or wireless in-
ternet, funds could be used 
to install high-tech security 
features in school buildings 
or construct or modernize 
educational facilities to ac-
commodate pre-kindergar-
ten programs.

The bond act passed with 
1.6 million votes, according 
to the Board of Elections, 
with nearly 49 percent of vot-
ers saying yes and nearly 30 
percent voting against the 
proposition.

“Election Day was a vic-
tory for students,” Assem-
blyman Francisco Moya (D-
Jackson Heights) said. “New 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

With dozens huddled around 
her, the mother of a Laurelton man 
mowed down by a suspected peer last 
weekend urged those clutching vo-
tive candles to cooperate with police.

She implored those clustered at 
a vigil Monday near her son’s home 
to help prosecutors explain why a 
man embroiled in a brawl at a Mer-
rick Boulevard banquet hall Satur-
day evening then climbed in his car, 
jumped the curb and struck her son 
and two others.

“The car was stuck on his body. 
You know how hard it is to see that 
visual over and over again?” said the 
woman, who declined to identify her-
self to the press. “What if one of ya’ll 
was standing here?”

She and other relatives said they 
believed attorneys for Kevin Week-
es, a Laurelton man arrested and 
charged in her son’s death, may con-
tend he unintentionally swerved onto 
the sidewalk because of a stab wound.

“You guys are his friends, and he 
needs you now in his death,” an aunt 
said.

Prosecutors said fighting erupted 
at a baby shower held at Visions of 
New York Banquet Hall, at 224-22 Mer-
rick Blvd., shortly after 8 p.m. Satur-
day. Weekes allegedly left the fray, 
climbed into his 2012 Nissan Altima, 
cut a U-turn and accelerated over the 
curb\toward Lewis and two women 
on the sidewalk, police and prosecu-
tors said.

Prosecutors said Lewis was pinned 
under the car and dragged until the 
car halted at 225th Street and Merrick 
Boulevard. He was declared dead at 
the scene.

The women were rushed to Jamai-

ca Hospital in critical condition — a 
19-year-old from Rosedale with back 
and neck injuries, and a 21-year-old 
from Brooklyn with head and leg inju-
ries, police said.

Weekes ran from the intersection 
and was later cuffed by police and 
charged with second-degree murder, 
assault, reckless endangerment and 
leaving the scene of an incident where 
a death occurred, according to Dis-
trict Attorney Richard Brown.

As of Wednesday, the DA’s office 
said Weekes’ arraignment was pend-
ing because he remained in the hospi-
tal following what police described as 
a stabbing to his stomach. 

Weekes’ attorney could not imme-
diately be reached for comment.

If convicted, Weekes faces up to 25 

years to life in prison.
The vigil, held near 219th Place 

and 137th Avenue, drew more than 50 
mourners. The crowd grew gradually 
as the ceremony opened with prayers. 
As the light from candle flames flick-
ered, a few recalled Lewis quick to 
smile and exchange greetings with 
neighbors.

Lewis’ mother said she worked 
with adolescents and understood why 
some youth were hesitant to talk to 
police. But in the spirit of her son, 
she urged them to remain optimistic 
about their prospects and pursue an 
education.

With his voice cracking, a man 
concluded the vigil, saying, “I want all 
of you to finish the job he started. Do 
something with yourselves.”

Assemblyman Francisco Moya leads an October rally in support of 
the Smart Schools Bond Act. Photo courtesy Francisco Moya

A candlelit vigil commemorates Kevin Lewis, 20, who was run down by a car in 
Laurelton. Photo by Sarina Trangle

Trailers on way out
as bond act passesVigil urges vigilance

Laurelton mom asks son’s friends to work with police
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MCDONALD’S

MACY�S, JCPENNEY, AND MORE THAN 150 SPECIALTY STORES AND RESTAURANTS
QUEENS & WOODHAVEN BOULEVARDS | 718.592.3900 | ShopQueensCenter.com   
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HuntingtonHelps.com

Since 1977, Huntington has helped improve 

skills, co dence and grades.

Huntington 

ACADEMIC SKILLS
K-12 

 
 

SUBJECT TUTORING

MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE 
 

 
  

EXAM PREP

SAVE $100
WHEN YOU CALL TODAY!  
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lenges this summer, Klein 
and the IDC struck a deal to 
form a new coalition with 
the state Senate’s Demo-
cratic leadership, but Klein 
has since backed away from 
the deal.

Questions then arose 
concerning comments Avel-
la made at a Bay Terrace 
candidate’s forum during 
his tight primary challenge 
from former city Comptrol-
ler John Liu.

When asked at the forum 
if he would stay with the 
IDC if the group rejoined 
the Republicans, Avella 
said, “No, and I’ve already 
stated this publicly.” He 
then spoke about why he 
joined the IDC before add-
ing, “The answer is yes, be-
cause ... in fact we already 
had a discussion about this. 
If the Democrats can have a 
majority with the IDC and 
we don’t go back, than we’re 
not Democrats. And I’m a 
Democrat. That’s my com-
mitment and I’ve already 
said it publicly.”

The state senator, who 
bolted to the IDC in Febru-
ary, provoking the ire of the 
Queens Democratic Party, 
said his comments were 

taken out of context in pub-
lished reports.

The mainline Democrat-
ic leadership in the state 
Senate has been cautiously 
quiet about Klein’s sugges-
tions that he would be open 
to rejoining Republicans.

“We always want Demo-
crats to sit with other Demo-

crats,” a Democratic source 
said. “It makes the party 
stronger and not doing that 
raises serious questions.”

Reach reporter Alex 
Robinson by e-mail at arob-
inson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

tricia Dorfman, the founder 
of SunnysideArtists.

“Luke Adams was a 
booster of Sunnyside and 
Queens in the same way 
that Joe Sabba, Lou Lodati 
and others who created the 
‘Small Town in the Big City’ 
slogan of the Sunnyside 
Chamber of Commerce, 
which Luke cherished as 
his mission,” Dorfman 
said. “He was generous to 
a point that made him pen-
niless. He was known for 
being so outspoken as to 
be alarming to many, but 
was responsible to a large 
degree for the unity and 
fraternity among different 
ethnic, economic, religious 
and social groups in the 
area we still enjoy today.”

By Tuesday morning, 
word of Adam’s death 
spread through social me-
dia. City Councilman Jim-

my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) posted on Facebook: 
“We are all saddened by the 
news that Luke Adams has 
passed away. Luke loved 
Sunnyside like no other 
person and he was a neigh-
borhood treasure for many 
years.”

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) also paid 
tribute saying, “Luke Ad-
ams was a Sunnyside icon 
who dedicated his life to 
making the neighborhood 
a better place, and he will 
be deeply missed. May his 
memory by eternal.”

When Adams became 
president of the Sunnyside 
Chamber of Commerce in 
1981, he began collecting 
old photos of the neighbor-
hood. Over several decades 
he would research each 
photo that was donated 
and create informative cap-
tions. Some of the photos in 
his “concise archive” dated 
back to the 1800s, includ-
ing his favorite photo of the 
Sunnyside Hotel taken in 

1869.
He stored thousands of 

researched photos in an of-
fice at LaGuardia Commu-
nity College in the hopes of 
one day opening a histori-
cal museum. 

“I always wanted all the 
new people to appreciate 
Sunnyside and its history,” 
he said in a 2012 interview. 
“Only when you appreciate 
the place and the people 
that came before you can 
you take real pride in your 
neighborhood.”

After a funeral mass at 
St. Raphael’s in Sunnyside, 
Adams was scheduled to be 
buried Friday at the histor-
ic Maple Grove Cemetery in 
Kew Gardens. Maple Grove 
was established in 1875, six 
years after his favorite pic-
ture of the Sunnyside Hotel 
was photographed.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Avella

Continued from Page 1 

Adams

State Sen. Tony Avella has said he is sticking with the IDC. 
By Alex Robinson
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Kennedy’s
Breezy Point

New Loft Space accommodates 50 guests
Live Jazz Dinner music every Friday & Saturday 6–9pm

Visit us on the web at 

kennedysbreezypoint.com

For more information and reservations call 

718-945-0202

RE-OPENS AFTER HURRICANE SANDY

DINNER SERVED 
Tuesday–Thursday 5–10pm  Friday and Saturday 5–11pm

Sunday 4–9pm  CLOSED MONDAY

RESERVE NOW FOR 
HOLIDAY PARTIES!

BEGINNING DECEMBER: 
LUNCH AND BRUNCH MENUS 

Thanksgiving 
Make your reservations now.
We offer a $35 Turkey Dinner.

Now accepting reservations

BY SARINA TRANGLE

A mile from where shuttered 
auto shops rise above cratered 
roads, Queens historian Jack 
Eichenbaum started his tour of 
several sleek shopping complexes 
that will one day compete with the 
redesigned Willets Point.

Nearly 30 tour members gath-
ered among the New World Mall’s 
salons and attire shops in down-
town Flushing Saturday to listen 
as Eichenbaum narrated the tra-
jectory of Willets Point, a 23-acre 
site in the shadows of Citi Field. 
It supported dozens of car repair 
shops and junk yards run mostly 
by immigrants until the city ap-
proved a $3 billion plan to fold 
it into a new neighborhood and 
1.4-million-square-foot mall.

Eichenbaum said the incoming 
retail hub will vie with several new 
malls on the block.

“You’ll see what they’ll be up 
against,” he said, before corralling 
the group to visit several shopping 
complexes he said were built in the 
last five years — New World Pla-
za, Queens Crossing, retail space 
slated for the revamped municipal 

lot 1, shops at the new One Fulton 
Square and Sky View Parc. 

“They want to put a mall there, 
which hardly anybody can walk to, 
but they expect when the Mets lose, 
they’ll come drown their sorrow. I 
don’t know.”

The group headed across the 
Long Island Expressway, stopping 
to peer at the brush and dirt piles 

bordering Flushing Creek. Eichen-
baum said Manhattan’s early set-
tlers chartered various waterways 
in search of arable land, and found 
only modern day Flushing fer-
tile. He said the salt marshes once 
abounded with fish, crabs, oysters, 
clams and bird, but had been dam-
aged by industries that cropped up 
along the creek and raw sewage 

draining into the wetlands.
A dumping company used land 

west of the creek to burn trash in 
the early 1900s.

The area acquired its name 
from a road that passed through 
it and headed to the Willets family 
farm on Little Neck Bay.

The surrounding Flushing 
community had enough afflu-
ence and clout to see that its No. 
7 subway train station was built 
underground when city planner 
Robert Moses headed to Queens in 
1928. Moses engineered the incin-
eration zone’s closure and damned 
and streamlined the creek to make 
way for the 1939 World’s Fair site. 
It grew into Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park and hosted a second 
1964 World’s Fair. 

Still, the sewerless maze of 
metal workshops, auto businesses 
and junkyards in Willets Point per-
sisted, inspiring a series of unsuc-
cessful redevelopment pitches until 
2007, when former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg marshaled plans for 
a shopping mall at the foot of Citi 
Field and parking and other facili-
ties on remediate land in the so-
called Iron Triangle. The city has 

since bought out many businesses.
As the tour headed into the 

mouth of the triangle, Eichenbaum 
spoke against a backdrop of men 
beckoning in cars with calls of 
“hello, hello, hello” and “come in.”

Metal gates were pulled taut 
over some of the auto shops, with 
signs boasting new locations. Work-
ers tinkered at others.

Joseph Ardizzone, Willets 
Point’s lone resident, briefly co-opt-
ed the tour, describing how he once 
lived among those who worked at 
the World’s Fairs and ran a restau-
rant and bar out of his squat, two-
story home. He posed for photos 
and described the redevelopment 
plan with vitriol.

“They’re taking parkland from 
kids,” he said. “Where will they 
play?”

Rose Alba, a City College archi-
tecture student doing her senior 
thesis on Willets Point, said his 
speech initially made her think 
twice.

Still, she concluded Willets 
Point should be developed.

“Right now no one goes there. 
It’s creepy,” she said.

Joseph Ardizzone, Willets Point's only resident, describes running a bar and res-
taurant out of his home in earlier years. Photo by Sarina Trangle

Borough historian leads Willets Point tour
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ward to the next stage and 
then moving ahead with 
construction.”

Watching the negotia-
tions breakthrough was the 
project’s architect, Jay Val-
gora, who also designed the 
nearby 2,404-unit Hallets 
Point complex  that was ap-
proved by the Council last 
year.

“New York City’s future 
lies in the innovative de-
signs in the development 
of the waterfront,” Valgora 
said. “It’s really encourag-
ing news that it passed in 
committee. I was always 
optimistic that the parties 
would come together and 
find the right balance for 
the community.”

Astoria Cove’s fate will 
be decided as early as next 
week with a full Council 
vote expected to follow the 
Land Use Committee’s lead. 

“I think it is the right 
project for the community 
and it achieves everyone’s 
goals.,” Valgora said. “Some-
times a project gets reduced 
to a single sound bite   --- in 

this case it’s affordable 
housing.  This project is so 
much more than that.”

The 50-year-old founder 
of Studio V Architecture 
has split time between his 
Midtown Manhattan of-
fice and Hallets Peninsula 
during the last eight years 
while planning the two 

massive waterfront com-
plexes.

 “This used to be a vi-
brant community, the gate-
way to Astoria,” he said. 
“The history of the place is 
important. When you look 
at a Civil War-era map, you 
see there were streets and 
stores everywhere. Right 

Continued from Page 1 

Cove
federal grants to install 
noise insulation in their 
homes.

Although no decision 
has been made as of yet, 
the FAA has been studying 
for the past four years the 
possibility of updating the 
jet noise metrics. The cur-
rent 65 decibel day-night 
average sound level known 
as DNL was established in 
1976.

“That DNL metric is 
outdated and disconnected 
from the real impact of 
air traffic noise,” U.S. Rep. 
Steve Israel (D-Melville) 
pointed out in a letter to 
Michael Huerta, FAA ad-
ministrator. The missive 
was co-signed by U.S. Reps. 
Grace Meng (D-Flusing) 
and Mike Quigley (D-Illi-
nois).

In the letter, the law-
makers asked the FAA 
to “expedite the ongoing 
four-year review of the 65 
DNL metric and institute 
overdue and much needed 
changes.”

More than three de-

cades ago, the legislators 
emphasized  , air traffic 
was far lower than it is to-
day, Israel said.

Thousands of residents 
from Bayside to Flushing 
to Rosedale are affected by 
the noise of jets flying in 
and out of the JFK and La-
Guardia.

“Airplane noise is hav-
ing a significant negative 
impact on the quality of life 
of too many of my constitu-
ents,” Israel said. “It should 
be lowered to a more rea-
sonable standard of 55 deci-
bel DNL.”

Meng said, “The con-
stant barrage of airplane 
noise over my district con-
tinues to ruin the quality 
of life of my constituents.” 
Meng’s district included 
Bayside and Flushing, two 
of the areas affected by air-
craft noise.

The congresswoman 
said the FAA “ignored” 
jet noise concerns from 
Queens residents living in 
airplanes flight paths. 

“It’s time to take this 
fight to the national level 
and demand a lower DNL 
as the best approach to se-
curing relief from the blis-

tering airplane noise that 
has plagued our area for 
far too long,” Meng said.

Janet McEneaney, presi-
dent of Queens Quiet Skies, 
an advocacy organization, 
said the United States is the 
only “developed country in 
the world to use the 65 DNL 
sound criterion instead of 
the 55 DNL standard.”

McEneaney said that “in 
a perfect world, we would 
like to see sound measured 
as we really experience it 
on the ground.” 

She explained that be-
cause the FAA insists on 
using the DNL average, she 
would support the 55 DNL 
standard.

“Considering the noise 
levels we have experienced 
in the past two years, much 
 of northern Queens would 
qualify for noise mitigation 
such as home insulation,” 
the president of Queens 
Quiet Skies said. McE-
neaney described the insu-
lation option only as a miti-
gating factor, but said the 
organization and affected 
residents would “prefer to 
see much quieter skies.”

Continued from Page 1 

Noise

www.Timesledger.com

Astoria Cove architect Jay Valgora uses a model of the mammoth 
project. Photo courtesy Studio V
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