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While the city Department 
of Homeless Services was plan-
ning last week to make two 
Queens homeless shelters per-
manent, one lawmaker was 
taking them to court.

State Assemblywoman Ara-
vella Simotas (D-Astoria) filed 
a lawsuit in State Supreme 
Court Nov. 3 in order to make 
the agency, and the city, more 
transparent in the case of one 

of the shelters, the Westway 
Motel in East Elmhurst.

DHS angered residents and 
area officials by not giving 
prior notice when it began set-
tling homeless families at the 
Westway, and at the former Pan 
American Hotel in Elmhurst 
last summer on a six-month 
emergency basis. Now with the 
short-term contracts expiring 
beginning in December, the 
agency will hold public hear-
ings as it seeks to make the ar-

rangements permanent.
“To continue to meet our 

moral and legal obligations to 
shelter families with children, 
all shelters that have opened 
under the emergency decla-
ration will have to undergo a 
procurement process,” a DHS 
spokesman said.

In filing her lawsuit, Simo-
tas accuses DHS of creating an 
artificial emergency to evade 
proper siting and procurement 
procedures. She also contended 

the agency has been “manipu-
lating” the emergency shelter 
process to avoid dealing with 
the community.

In July, Simotas, U.S. 
Rep. Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Height), state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) and City 
Councilman Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria) sent joint 
letters  to DHS Commissioner 
Gilbert Taylor demanding 
information required by the 

AnnMarie and Mariann Haubert hold 4-month-old twins Jayden and Jamie, who hold flags, during the Queens Veterans Day parade in 
Middle Village. See coverage on Page 5.  Photo by Steve Malecki    

Continued on Page 61

BY SARINA TRANGLE

State Assemblyman Phil 
Goldfeder (D-Rockaway Beach) 
seized on a study of reviving the 
Rockaway Beach LIRR spur as 
evidence the train had left the 
station.

Goldfeder said Queens Col-
lege’s study projected about half 
a million daily riders would use 
the 3.5 miles of tracks between 
Rego Park and Ozone Park, if 
reactivated.

“Populations have grown in 
the Rockaways almost 50 per-
cent since the closing of the old 
rail line. Rockaway residents 
and many Queens residents 
sadly have longer commutes 
to midtown Manhattan than 
many Nassau County resi-
dents,” Goldfeder said. “We’re 
asking the MTA to take the 
next step.”

Flanked by students, profes-
sors and transportation union 
members on the Flushing cam-
pus, Goldfeder suggested the 
study was a mandate for the 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority to find the roughly 
$700 million he estimated it 
would cost to retool the spur.

The fate of the Rockaway 
Beach line has divided the 
borough. Some have pushed 
for turning the tracks into a 
High Line-style park dubbed 
the QueensWay, while transit 
activists are clamoring for rail 
service and residents close to 
the railbed contend both pro-
posals would disturb their 
quality of life.

Queens College professor 
Scott Larson said the Urban 
Studies Department’s analysis, 
which was funded by college 
grant funds and state money, 
strove for objectivity. 

The study found 33.9 percent 
of respondents preferred using 
the proposal to use the railbed 
for trains, 28.1 percent favored 

Continued on Page 61
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Rock rail spur
could benefi t

500,000 riders

Simotas sues city over shelter
Assemblywoman says DHS creates false emergency at Westway
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BY BILL PARRY

Western Queens lawmak-
ers are applauding the over-
whelming approval of the 
Smart Schools Bond Act by 
voters statewide on Election 
Day.

The measure would al-
low the state comptroller to 
issue and sell bonds up to $2 
billion. The revenue would 
then be spent to replace class-
room trailers with permanent 
classroom space and upgrade 
educational technology equip-
ment.

“For years I have fought 
to get trailers removed from 
our schools and replaced with 
safe, permanent buildings,” 
state Assemblywoman Cath-
erine Nolan (D-Ridgewood) 
said. “All students deserve 
the best educational facilities 
possible, and no student can 
perform at their highest level 
in substandard space. Passing 
the Smart Schools Bond Act 
gives us the resources to do 
that important work.”

Some 700 school districts 
across the state will draw up 
spending plans that will be 
submitted to a review board, 
although there are no details 
on when the application pro-
cess would begin. In addition 
to technology equipment like 

interactive whiteboards, desk-
top or laptop computers and 
tablets and high-speed broad-
band or wireless internet, 
funds could be used to install 
high-tech security features in 
school buildings or construct 
or modernize educational fa-
cilities to accommodate pre-
kindergarten programs.

The bond act passed with 
1.6 million votes, according to 
the Board of Elections, with 
nearly 49 percent of voters 
saying yes and nearly 30 per-
cent voting against the propo-
sition.

“Election Day was a victory 
for students,” Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights) said. “New Yorkers 
across the state voted for addi-
tional funding for schools. For 
those of us who fought for the 
Smart Schools Bond Act, Elec-
tion Night was proof that the 
people of New York care about 
bringing our schools into the 
21st century.”

Moya, who teamed up 
with Assemblyman Michael 
DenDekker (D-East Elmhurst) 
for a rally at PS 19Q in Co-
rona last month, has nearly 
125 trailers being used as 
classrooms at schools in his 
district, one of the largest con-
centrations in the city. 
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

With dozens huddled around 
her, the mother of a Laurelton 
man mowed down by a sus-
pected peer last weekend urged 
those clutching votive candles 
to cooperate with police.

She implored those clustered 
at a vigil Monday near her son’s 
home to help prosecutors ex-
plain why a man embroiled in 
a brawl at a Merrick Boulevard 
banquet hall Saturday evening 
then climbed in his car, jumped 
the curb and struck her son and 
two others.

“The car was stuck on his 
body. You know how hard it is 
to see that visual over and over 
again?” said the woman, who 
declined to identify herself to 
the press. “What if one of ya’ll 
was standing here?”

She and other relatives said 
they believed attorneys for Kev-
in Weekes, a Laurelton man ar-
rested and charged in her son’s 
death, may contend he uninten-
tionally swerved onto the side-
walk because of a stab wound.

“You guys are his friends, 
and he needs you now in his 
death,” an aunt said.

Prosecutors said fighting 
erupted at a baby shower held 
at Visions of New York Banquet 
Hall, at 224-22 Merrick Blvd., 
shortly after 8 p.m. Saturday. 
Weekes allegedly left the fray, 
climbed into his 2012 Nissan 
Altima, cut a U-turn and ac-
celerated over the curb\toward 
Lewis and two women on the 
sidewalk, police and prosecu-
tors said.

Prosecutors said Lewis 
was pinned under the car and 

dragged until the car halted at 
225th Street and Merrick Bou-
levard. He was declared dead at 
the scene.

The women were rushed to 
Jamaica Hospital in critical 
condition — a 19-year-old from 
Rosedale with back and neck 
injuries, and a 21-year-old from 
Brooklyn with head and leg in-
juries, police said.

Weekes ran from the inter-
section and was later cuffed by 
police and charged with second-
degree murder, assault, reck-
less endangerment and leaving 
the scene of an incident where 
a death occurred, according 
to District Attorney Richard 
Brown.

As of Wednesday, the DA’s 
office said Weekes’ arraign-
ment was pending because he 
remained in the hospital fol-
lowing what police described as 
a stabbing to his stomach. 

Weekes’ attorney could not 
immediately be reached for 
comment.

If convicted, Weekes faces 
up to 25 years to life in prison.

The vigil, held near 219th 
Place and 137th Avenue, drew 
more than 50 mourners. The 
crowd grew gradually as the 
ceremony opened with prayers. 
As the light from candle flames 
flickered, a few recalled Lewis 
quick to smile and exchange 
greetings with neighbors.

Lewis’ mother said she 
worked with adolescents and 
understood why some youth 
were hesitant to talk to police. 
But in the spirit of her son, she 
urged them to remain optimis-
tic about their prospects and 
pursue an education.

With his voice cracking, a 
man concluded the vigil, say-
ing, “I want all of you to finish 
the job he started. Do some-
thing with yourselves.”

Several responded by rais-
ing candles.

They then left the blazing 
candles illuminating posters 
with images of Lewis.

Continued on Page 9

Assemblyman Francisco Moya leads an October rally in support of the 
Smart Schools Bond Act. Photo courtesy Francisco Moya

A candlelit vigil commemorates Kevin Lewis, 20, who was run down by a 
car in Laurelton. Photo by Sarina Trangle

Trailers on way out
as bond act passes

Vigil urges vigilance
Laurelton mom asks son’s friends to work with police

The TimesLedger News-
papers has switched to a 
new state-of-the-art printing 
press that guarantees the 
most beautiful reproduction 

available today.
We now have a taller page 

size that will allow us to 
make the most of the color 
photographs you have come 

to love in your weeky news-
paper.  

Enjoy the new look and let 
us know what you think.

Introducing new look for your weekly paper
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

A mile from where shut-
tered auto shops rise above cra-
tered roads, Queens historian 
Jack Eichenbaum started his 
tour of several sleek shopping 
complexes that will one day 
compete with the redesigned 
Willets Point.

Nearly 30 tour members 
gathered among the New World 
Mall’s salons and attire shops in 
downtown Flushing Saturday 
to listen as Eichenbaum nar-
rated the trajectory of Willets 
Point, a 23-acre site in the shad-
ows of Citi Field. It supported 
dozens of car repair shops 
and junk yards run mostly by 
immigrants until the city ap-
proved a $3 billion plan to fold 
it into a new neighborhood and 
1.4-million-square-foot mall.

Eichenbaum said the incom-
ing retail hub will vie with sev-
eral new malls on the block.

“You’ll see what they’ll be 
up against,” he said, before cor-
ralling the group to visit sever-
al shopping complexes he said 
were built in the last five years 
— New World Plaza, Queens 
Crossing, retail space slated 

for the revamped municipal lot 
1, shops at the new One Fulton 
Square and Sky View Parc. 

“They want to put a mall 
there, which hardly anybody 
can walk to, but they expect 
when the Mets lose, they’ll 
come drown their sorrow. I 
don’t know.”

The group headed across 
the Long Island Expressway, 
stopping to peer at the brush 
and dirt piles bordering Flush-
ing Creek. Eichenbaum said 
Manhattan’s early settlers 
chartered various waterways 
in search of arable land, and 
found only modern day Flush-
ing fertile. He said the salt 
marshes once abounded with 
fish, crabs, oysters, clams and 
bird, but had been damaged 
by industries that cropped up 
along the creek and raw sewage 
draining into the wetlands.

A dumping company used 
land west of the creek to burn 
trash in the early 1900s.

The area acquired its name 
from a road that passed through 
it and headed to the Willets fam-
ily farm on Little Neck Bay.

The surrounding Flushing 
community had enough afflu-

ence and clout to see that its No. 
7 subway train station was built 
underground when city planner 
Robert Moses headed to Queens 
in 1928. Moses engineered the 
incineration zone’s closure 
and damned and streamlined 
the creek to make way for the 
1939 World’s Fair site. It grew 
into Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park and hosted a second 1964 
World’s Fair. 

Still, the sewerless maze of 

metal workshops, auto busi-
nesses and junkyards in Wil-
lets Point persisted, inspiring 
a series of unsuccessful rede-
velopment pitches until 2007, 
when former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg marshaled plans for 
a shopping mall at the foot of 
Citi Field and parking and oth-
er facilities on remediate land 
in the so-called Iron Triangle. 
The city has since bought out 
many businesses.

As the tour headed into the 
mouth of the triangle, Eichen-
baum spoke against a backdrop 
of men beckoning in cars with 
calls of “hello, hello, hello” and 
“come in.”

Metal gates were pulled taut 
over some of the auto shops, 
with signs boasting new loca-
tions. Workers tinkered at oth-
ers.

Joseph Ardizzone, Willets 
Point’s lone resident, briefly co-
opted the tour, describing how 
he once lived among those who 
worked at the World’s Fairs and 
ran a restaurant and bar out of 
his squat, two-story home. He 
posed for photos and described 
the redevelopment plan with 
vitriol.

“They’re taking parkland 
from kids,” he said. “Where 
will they play?”

Rose Alba, a City College 
architecture student doing her 
senior thesis on Willets Point, 
said his speech initially made 
her think twice.

Still, she concluded Willets 
Point should be developed.

“Right now no one goes 
there. It’s creepy,” she said.

Joseph Ardizzone, Willets Point's only resident, describes running 
a bar and restaurant out of his home in earlier years. 

Photo by Sarina Trangle

Borough historian leads Willets Point tour

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 
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BY BILL PARRY

The City Council’s Land 
Use Committee voted to ap-
prove the Astoria Cove project 
Wednesday, after intensive 
negotiations raised the num-
ber of affordable units to 27 
percent of the 1,723 apartments 
from the original 20 percent 
that was offered by 2030 As-
toria Developers.  The project 
will also use union labor to 
build the massive 2.2 million-
square-foot residential and re-
tail development  

“I am happy to have reached 
this historic agreement on As-
toria Cove,” City Councilman 
Costa Constantinides (D-Asto-
ria)said. “For the first time in 
city history, this developer will 
be required by law to provide 
permanently affordable hous-
ing that is in reach of Astori-
ans. Twenty-seven percent of 
the entire development will be 
affordable at rates better than 
previously offered - 20 percent 
of the development will be re-
served for low-income house-
holds and monthly rents will be 
as low as $800 per month. This 
agreement will help transform 
Astoria for the better.”

The full council was expect-
ed to follow the committee’s 
lead and vote its approval of 
the development.

“Astoria Cove will bring 
much-needed infrastructure, 

housing, retail, jobs and eco-
nomic development to trans-
form an isolated and underuti-
lized area of western Queens,” 
2030 Astoria Developers Man-
aging Partner John Mavroudis 
said. “It is an excellent project 
for the city and the community. 
This has been a very engaging 
process and we look forward to 
the next stage and then moving 
ahead with construction.”

Watching the negotiations 

breakthrough was the proj-
ect’s architect, Jay Valgora, 
who also designed the nearby 
2,404-unit Hallets Point com-
plex  that was approved by the 
Council last year.

“New York City’s future 
lies in the innovative designs 
in the development of the wa-
terfront,” Valgora said. “It’s 
really encouraging news that 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Resorts World has all its 
cards on the table.

After a few rounds of boast-
ing double-digit growth rates, 
the South Ozone Park racino 
remains the highest-grossing 
gambling venue in the nation, 
but appears to have plateaued, 
according to Alan Wionski, 
head of the gambling consult-
ing company Gaming USA 
Corp. in Paramus, N.J.

“They’re kind of tapped out 
capacity-wise.  If they don’t get 
table games, a hotel, they’ve 
reached a level where there’s 
nowhere to go but down,” Wion-
ski said. “It’s not like more cus-
tomers are going to suddenly 
appear.”

Woinski said monthly fi-
nancial reports show Resorts 

World has posted small 2 per-
cent spurts and dips, hovering 
around a modest, single-digit 
growth rate since its fiscal year 
began April 1.

As its third anniversary ap-
proached, Resorts World trum-
peted earnings from its roughly 

5,000 video lottery terminals.
“Resorts World Casino con-

tinues to exceed all expecta-
tions, serving as an unparal-
leled economic engine for New 
York state,” President Ryan 
Eller said in a statement. “In 
a declining market Resorts 
World Casino continues to 
show year-over-year growth. 
Our unrivaled commitment 
to providing the best gaming 
and entertainment options on 
the East Coast will allow us to 
grow our business today and in 
the future.”

Wionski said the nation-
wide casino market is oversat-
urated.

Resorts World, which is a 
subsidiary of the Malaysian 
gambling giant Genting, said 

BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
Vaughn College of Aero-

nautics and Technology inau-
gurated its first female presi-
dent in its 82-year history last 
week.

The East Elmhurst school, 
at 8601 23rd Ave, anointed Dr. 
Sharon DeVivo as the institu-
tion’s seventh president.

“Her help, her knowl-
edge and her vision of what 
Vaughn should be is what 
helped bring us to the point 
we’re at today,” faculty senate 
President Thomas Broschart 
said at DeVivo’s installation 
ceremony.

DeVivo had been the act-
ing president since July, after 
she was selected to lead the 
school in April.

“I know that she will con-
tinue to work tirelessly and 
I hope, and indeed I pray for 
the institution, that she stays 
with us as president for many 
years to come,” Broschart 
said.

DeVivo has worked in var-
ious capacities at the  school, 
most recently as a senior 
vice president, for almost 20 
years.

The school was founded in 
1932 and provides instruction 
to more than 1,700 students 
in technology, engineering, 
management and aviation 
programs.

DeVivo graduated from 
SUNY Albany before receiv-
ing her master’s in public 
communications from Ford-
ham University and her doc-
torate of education from the 
University of Pennsylvania.

She began her career as 
director of public relations at 
the C.W. Post campus of Long 
Island University and then 
worked at Fordham Universi-
ty as director of communica-

tions before joining Vaughn 
College.

DeVivo said what makes 
the small school special is 
its sense of community. She 
was immediately struck by a 
feeling of belonging when she 
came for her second job inter-
view and people remembered 
her name.

“I worked at two really 
large institutions before this 
and I was lucky if people even 
knew I worked there,” she 
said at the ceremony. “I didn’t 
even have a job here yet. So 
I remembered being very 
impressed and that sense of 
community really continues 
to this day.”

She first started working 
at the college in 1996 as a com-
munications director and be-
came a vice president in 1999.

The college also unveiled a 
$41 million renovation of the 
school at its first fund-raising 
gala last week. Under the 
leadership of Devivo’s prede-
cessor, Dr. John Fitzpatrick, 
the school redeveloped its 
main campus and research 
facilities, adding new flight 
simulators and engine main-
tenance rooms.

During Fitzpatrick’s 17-
year stint, the college also 
built a new residence for stu-
dents and expanded its pro-
grams, things DeVivo hopes 
to build upon.

“There are so many on 
this campus who have had a 
vision for this institution,” 
she said. “Big dreams are 
what we are going to need if 
we’re going to offer students 
the best possible undergradu-
ate and graduate education.”

Reach reporter Alex Robin-
son by e-mail at arobinson@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Daisy Rodriguez (r.), of Jamaica, 
tries her luck at the Resorts 
World. 

Dr. Sharon DeVivo (l.) sits next to her predecessor, Dr. John 
Fitzpatrick, at her installation ceremony at Vaughn College. 

Photo by Alex Robinson

Astoria Cove architect Jay Valgora uses a model of the mammoth proj-
ect. Photo courtesy Studio V

First female president
installed at Vaughn

Resorts World plateaus: Analyst

Astoria Cove advances
Council committee approves historic waterfront deal

Continued on page 61

Continued on page 61
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BY JUAN SOTO

Borough war veterans 
were honored in different 
ceremonies to recognize 
their service to the United 
States. 

Three Korean War veter-
ans and three Vietnam War 
veterans were honored by 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D_
Bayside) a day before Veter-
ans Day for their “outstand-
ing service and contribution” 
to the United States.

They received a cita-
tion from the state Senate 
approved unanimously for 
their military service  

“Veterans were over-
looked for too long,” said Mi-
chael O’Kane, one of the Viet-
nam War veterans honored 
by Avella. “I came home back 
in 1970 to a nation largely in-
different to us.”

Along with O’Kane, Koo 
Ryong Lee, Chang Sub Song, 

Jung Yeal Kim, Jae Koan Kim 
and Dong Yun Ham were also 
honored by the senator. 

“We must never forget 
the courage and sacrifice of 
those who served our great 
country,” Avella said. “It is 
through their dedication that 
the ideals of democracy are 
protected at home through-
out the world.” 

O’Kane pointed out that 
“this brings Vietnam veter-
ans and veterans in general 
to the front.

He was deployed on the 
U.S.S. Implicit as part of “Op-
eration Market Time,”a mili-
tary effort put in place to stop 
the flowing of troops and sup-
plies from North Vietnam to 
South Vietnam by sea. 

Borough President Melin-
da Katz also honored Queens 
war veterans. She hosted an 

BY ALEX ROBINSON

Dozens of businesses across 
the borough have started pro-
viding discounts to veterans 
as part of a new program, the 
Queens Chamber of Commerce 
and Assemblyman Michael 
Simanowitz (D-Flushing) an-
nounced Monday.

The Queens VETS program 
will give veterans varying 
deals on goods and services 
when they present a special 
discount card at participating 
businesses.

“This is just a way for us 
as New Yorkers and Queens 
residents to say thank you to 
the brave men and women who 
put on uniforms and go over-
seas, or even serve locally, 
and protect the things we hold 
dear,” Simanowitz told report-
ers, surrounded by veterans 
outside of VFW Post 885 in 
College Point. “This is not a 

lot, but it’s a step in the right 
direction.”

More than 40 businesses 
have already signed up for the 
program, which is being run 
in partnership by the chamber 
and Simanowitz’s office. Vet-
erans can find participating 
businesses on the chamber’s 
 website , as well as through de-

cals identifying participating 
vendors.

“We can never thank our 
veterans enough,” said Jack 
Friedman, the executive di-
rector of the Queens Chamber 
of Commerce. “Veterans Day 
is nice, but it’s one day a year. 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Several people watching 
Queens’ Veterans Day Parade 
Sunday said they happened 
upon the procession and then 
slipped into the crowds on 
Metropolitan Avenue.

And those who have staked 
out Middle Village sidewalk 
space for years said the parade 
must push past this lack of 
awareness  as it enters its fifth 
year as a boroughwide proces-
sion.

“I’d like to see more peo-
ple because look what they 
go through, what they do for 
their country. You see it in the 
news every day,” said Melinda 
Marziliano, while watching 
the marchers with her mother 
from the doorway of a build-
ing across from Lutheran All 
Faiths Cemetery, as they have 
for decades.

As grand marshals Russel 
Feddern and Paul Feddern led 
the parade from Metropoli-
tan Avenue and 80th Street to 
Christ the King High School, 
passers-by and newcomers 
like the Maduro family could 
not resist joining the revelers.

Frans Maduro said they 
were planing on dropping off 
his daughter, who was march-
ing with a Maspeth High 
School group, but the onlook-
ers stuck miniature flags in 

his young daughter’s hands 
and soon had them posing for 
photos.

Similarly, Oksana Ander-
son, who lives nearby, said she 
had intended to attend, forgot 

and ultimately stumbled upon 
it.

“I think it’s getting bigger, 
not smaller. It’s just not publi-
cized enough,” she said.

Staff from Rosa’s Pizza 

marched to the drum beat of 
a passing school ensemble and 
a barber in his smock stepped 
out of a Metropolitan Avenue 
shop to capture the procession 
on his cell phone.

The parade featured dozens 
of groups hailing from Sunny-
side to West Hamilton Beach, 
with VFW posts, Vietnam Vet-
erans of American Chapter 32 
and Prisoners of War-Missing 
in Action organizations rep-
resented. Youth groups were 
interspersed, including baton 
ensembles, Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts and plenty of bands. 
The Sunnyside Drum Corps 
garnered extra applause, as its 
smaller members pushed their 
instruments on top of grocery 
carts.

Marchers led the crowd 
into Christ the King’s audito-
rium, where U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing), state Sen. 
Joseph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach), his predecessor Ser-
phin Maltese and city Comp-
troller Scott Stringer lauded 
the brothers who served as 
grand marshals — one a for-
mer Marine and Department 

Assemblyman Michael Simanowitz announces the veterans discount 
program standing with vets outside VFW Post 885 in College Point.  

Photo by Alex Robinson

The Honor Guard leads the Queens Veteran Day Parade down Metropolitan Avenue in Middle Village.  
Photo by Steve Malecki 

Veterans Day parade marches on
Middle Village’s traditional procession expands to include groups from all of Queens

Queens Chamber launches 
veterans discount program

SJU, elected offi cials 
recognize boro heroes

Continued on Page 56

Continued on Page 56 Continued on Page 56
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) has pledged to stay 
with his colleagues in the In-
dependent Democratic Confer-
ence despite recent hints the 
breakaway group might rejoin 
the GOP, which regained con-
trol of the Senate.

“Let there be no confusion: 
I stand with the IDC,” Avella 
said in a statement. “While I’m 
greatly disappointed with the 
overall results of the election, 
I look forward to continuing to 
work with my IDC colleagues 
in the upcoming session.”

IDC head, state Sen. Jeff 
Klein (D-Bronx), recently said 
he would be open to working 
with the Republicans, ignit-
ing speculation as to whether 
Avella would stay with the fac-
tion.

The IDC previously con-
trolled power of the state Sen-
ate in a coalition with Repub-
licans, but the GOP no longer 
needs the five rogue Democrat-
ic senators to hold onto power, 
having won 32 seats for a ma-

jority in the chamber in last 
week’s election.

When faced with primary 
challenges this summer, Klein 
and the IDC struck a deal to 
form a new coalition with the 
state Senate’s Democratic lead-
ership, but Klein has since 
backed away from the deal.

Questions then arose con-
cerning comments Avella made 
at a Bay Terrace candidate’s fo-
rum during his tight primary 
challenge from former city 

Comptroller John Liu.
When asked at the forum if 

he would stay with the IDC if 
the group rejoined the Republi-

cans, Avella said, “No, and I’ve 
already stated this publicly.” 
He then spoke about why he 
joined the IDC before adding, 

“The answer is yes, because ... 
in fact we already had a discus-
sion about this. If the Demo-
crats can have a majority with 
the IDC and we don’t go back, 
than we’re not Democrats. 
And I’m a Democrat. That’s my 
commitment and I’ve already 
said it publicly.”

The state senator, who bolt-
ed to the IDC in February, pro-
voking the ire of the Queens 
Democratic Party, said his 
comments were taken out of 
context in published reports.

The mainline Democratic 
leadership in the state Sen-
ate has been cautiously quiet 
about Klein’s suggestions that 
he would be open to rejoining 
Republicans.

“We always want Democrats 
to sit with other Democrats,” 
a Democratic source said. “It 
makes the party stronger and 
not doing that raises serious 
questions.”

Reach reporter Alex Robin-
son by e-mail at arobinson@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

State Sen. Tony Avella has said he is sticking with the IDC. 
By Alex Robinson

Avella stays with IDC after Republican victory
State senator vows to remain with breakaway Democrats despite speculation over remarks
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Let there be no 
confusion: I stand 

with the IDC ... 
I look forward 

to continuing to 
work with my IDC 
colleagues in the 

upcoming session.
State Sen. Tony Avella
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BY JUAN SOTO

Isolated episodes of violence erupt-
ed in several Queens neighborhoods, 
which left at least four people dead and 
several people arrested, according to 
several police reports.

The latest incident took place Mon-
day in Jamaica, where two police offi-
cers fired their weapons at an alleged 
burglar after confronting him as he 
was trying to steal property inside a 
house, according to authorities. . 

The NYPD said they received a call 
of a burglary in progress at a home 
located at 142nd Street in Jamaica. 
When the officers arrived at the scene, 
they saw a woman screaming for help 
from a second floor window.

Authorities said when the cops en-
tered the house, they discovered the 
suspect in the living room.

According to the police, the sus-
pect, Leighton Friday, 19, allegedly hit 
one of the officers with a metal object 
in the head. The injured cop and his 
partner fired their weapons, striking 
Friday three times in the wrist and 
thigh.

The suspect was taken to Jamaica 
Hospital, where he was listed in stable 
condition. The officer was also listed 
in stable condition at Jamaica Hospi-
tal.

Friday was arrested and charged 
with burglary, assaulting a police of-
ficer, resisting arrest and criminal 
mischief, police said.

In another incident, police evacuat-
ed a Queens Village block last Friday 
after they found flamethrowers devic-
es and several guns in an apartment. 
The NYPD charged Steven Gelish, 39, 
with criminal possession of a weapon. 

He was taken to an area hospital to un-
dergo a psychiatric evaluation.

On the same day, a 51-year-old Flush-
ing man was arrested and charged 
with killing his girlfriend inside their 
Northern Boulevard apartment.

Naser Alzein allegedly stabbed 
Josefina Mendoza, 68, in the evening 
hours of Nov. 8, Queens District Attor-
ney Richard Brown said.

Alzein faces 25 years to life in pris-
on if found guilty of second-degree 
murder and criminal possession of a 
weapon. He was set to appear in court 
Nov. 26. 

and criminal possession of a weap-
on.

Brown said Mendoza was stabbed 
several times about her body and 
neck.

Also, police were investigating the 
death of a 22-year-old man who was 
found Nov. 9 in the Bayswater section 
of the Rockaways. 

A NYPD spokesman said the victim 
was found unconscious with a gunshot 
wound to the head at McBride Street. 

And in Glenn Oaks, Edmund Chow, 
79, was killed by a van as he was cross-
ing Hillside Avenue near 257th Street, 
police said. He was taken to a hospital, 
where he was pronounced dead. 

The driver, who was not charged 
remained at the scene of the accident, 
the NYPD said.

Police were also looking into the 
death of a man found inside a minivan 
parked in a parking lot for a Jamaica 
Avenue funeral home, the authorities 
said.

Reach reporter Juan Soto by e-mail 
at jsoto@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

A series of violent crimes in Queens have left at least four dead.

Boro erupts in violence
with murder, stabbings
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POLICE 

Blotter
SOUTH OZONE PARK — A Bronx man 

has been arrested and charged in the rob-
bery of an 88-year-old Queens man who 
left Resorts World Casino last month with 
$1,000 in winnings and wound up in the 
hospital, the DA said.

District Attorney Richard Brown said 
Gregory Hillman, 57, of the Bronx, alleg-
edly watched the man count out his $1,000 
in winnings in Resorts World Oct. 31, fol-
lowed him onto a shuttle bus, the E train, 
in and out of a supermarket, onto the Q47 
bus and near the victim’s East Elmhurst 
home, where he then attacked the man and 
ran off with the $1,000 and his wallet. An 
eyewitness confirmed the victim’s account 
of being grabbed from behind, struggling 
and then shoved to the ground, where he 
hit his head, blacked out and went to the 
hospital for treatment of contusions, welts 
and scratches, the DA said.

“The defendant is accused of stalking 
his victim for more than an hour and a 
half and over a distance of more than 10 
miles while at the same time boarding and 
exiting several modes of transportation be-
fore pouncing and robbing the man,” Brown 
said in a statement. “However, there were electronic eyes throughout the city 
that allegedly recorded the defendant’s movements. He now faces the possibility 
of a lengthy prison sentence.”

Prosecutors were not immediately aware of who was representing Hillman.
He has been charged with robbery, assault and grand larceny, prosecutors 

said.

E. Elmhurst man robbed of casino winnings: DA

JAMAICA — Two air traffic con-
trollers at JFK were arrested for al-
legedly stealing about $165,000 in time 
from the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, said Loretta Lynch, U.S. At-
torney for the Eastern District.

Lynch said the suspects modified 
payroll system entries indicating they 
were working at times when they were 
not.

According to the complaint, the 
suspects modified the reports on more 
than 300 occasions between Septem-
ber of 2011 and October of this year.

Lynch identified the suspects as 
Asif Ali, 38, from South Ozone Park, 
and Jeffrey Evagues, 54, of Manor-
ville, L.I.

“For three years, these air control-
lers engaged in a high flying scheme 
to redirect public funds into their own 
bank accounts,” Lynch said. “Today 
they were grounded.”

According to federal authorities, 
there is security camera footage 
where allegedly the defendants are 
in the room where the computer from 
which the payroll changes occurred is 
located. 

“This is a clear signal that federal 
employees will be held responsible 
from maintaining the highest level of 
integrity,” said Douglas Shoemaker, 
regional agent for the U.S. Department 
of Transportation. 

JFK workers stole FAA time: US Attorney

Ozone Park resident reported missing

A Bronx man has been charged with 
stealing the Resorts World winnings of 
a n East Elmhurst resident. 

TERRELL 
TYRONE

OZONE PARK — Police requested assistance finding an 
Ozone Park man reported missing Monday. 

Police said Terrell Tyrone, 36, was last seen at 10 a.m., leav-
ing his home on 94th St., near 101st Avenue in a green bubble 
jacket and striped sneakers.

The NYPD described him as 5-foot-7 and 154 pounds.
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BY BILL PARRY
 

New security measures 
have been announced at Rik-
ers Island that will include 
tighter screenings of guards 
and employees following a 
large-scale undercover inves-
tigation by the New York City 
Department of Investigations.

Drug-sniffing dogs will 
be deployed for the first time 
at staff entrances at the mas-
sive prison after one investi-
gator, posing as a corrections 
officer, successfully passed 
through Department of Cor-
rections security with drugs 
and a weapon.

“I have zero tolerance 
for anyone, including staff, 
bringing contraband into 
DOC facilities,” Corrections 
Commissioner Joseph Ponte 
said Nov. 6. “As part of DOC’s 
ongoing systemwide reforms, 
we are working on signifi-
cant new steps to improve 
our methods for searching for 
contraband.” Ponte has been 
charged with reform at Rik-
ers Island since taking over 
six months ago.

The report was issued as 
part of DOI’s comprehensive, 
ongoing investigation into 
criminal activity and civil 
disorder at Rikers Island. In-
vestigators spent hundreds 
of hours reviewing security 
videos, conducting site visits, 
and performing undercover 
integrity tests.

As part of those integrity 
tests, the DOI undercover 
investigator smuggled in a 
razor blade and large quanti-
ties of heroin, marijuana and 
prescription narcotics at six 
facilities on Rikers Island. 
The drugs were stashed in the 
pockets of the investigator’s 
cargo pants and he was carry-
ing a water bottle in his hand 
that contained gin, passing 

through staff entrance secu-
rity checkpoints.

“DOI’s investigation expos-
es the dangerous problem of 
weapons and narcotics smug-
gling within the city’s jails,” 
DOI Commissioner Mark Pe-
ters said. “We are pleased that 
DOC has responded quickly 
to these most recent findings 
and proposed new protocols 
that we believe will address 
these issues.”

DOI estimated, based on 
intelligence it has gathered, 
that a Corrections employee 
could make about $3,600 in 
courier fees for the amount of 
contraband smuggled during 
each operation.  It also con-
cluded that the resale value 
inside of Rikers of the contra-
band in each instance totaled 
more than $22,000.

The integrity test exposed 
another problem at the check-
points, the report added. The 
investigator set off magne-
tometer alarms in one facility 
but not at others and security 
personnel allowed the investi-
gator to continue on without 
emptying his pockets.

The DOI report document-
ed the recent arrests of six 
Correctional staff and a nurse 
involving the smuggling of 
contraband in cargo pockets 
and lunch bags that were then 
distributed to inmates.

DOC Commissioner Ponte 
said that all items, including 
food and medications, will be 
X-rayed and the use of equip-
ment and screening tech-
niques similar to those used 
at airports will be introduced 
at Rikers Island. 

“The department has al-
ready begun reforms to ad-
dress the issues raised in the 
DOI report,” he said. “And we 
will continue to work with 
DOI to keep our facilities 
safe.”

BY JUAN SOTO

Congressional lawmak-
ers want the Federal Aviation 
Administration to lower its 
“outdated and disconnected” 
noise standards, a measure 
that would make thousands of 
Queens residents living around 
JFK and LaGuardia airports 
eligible for federal grants to 
install noise insulation in their 
homes.

Although no decision has 
been made as of yet, the FAA 
has been studying for the past 
four years the possibility of up-
dating the jet noise metrics. The 
current 65 decibel day-night 
average sound level known as 
DNL was established in 1976.

“That DNL metric is out-
dated and disconnected from 
the real impact of air traffic 
noise,” U.S. Rep. Steve Israel 
(D-Melville) pointed out in a let-
ter to Michael Huerta, FAA ad-
ministrator. The missive was 
co-signed by U.S. Reps. Grace 
Meng (D-Flusing) and Mike 
Quigley (D-Illinois).

In the letter, the lawmak-
ers asked the FAA to “expedite 
the ongoing four-year review 
of the 65 DNL metric and insti-
tute overdue and much needed 
changes.”

More than three decades 
ago, the legislators emphasized 
 , air traffic was far lower than it 
is today, Israel said.

Thousands of residents from 
Bayside to Flushing to Rosedale 
are affected by the noise of jets 
flying in and out of the JFK and 
LaGuardia.

“Airplane noise is having a 
significant negative impact on 
the quality of life of too many 
of my constituents,” Israel said. 
“It should be lowered to a more 
reasonable standard of 55 deci-
bel DNL.”

Meng said, “The constant 
barrage of airplane noise over 
my district continues to ruin 
the quality of life of my constit-
uents.” Meng’s district includ-
ed Bayside and Flushing, two 
of the areas affected by aircraft 
noise.

The congresswoman said 

the FAA “ignored” jet noise 
concerns from Queens resi-
dents living in airplanes flight 
paths. 

“It’s time to take this fight to 
the national level and demand a 
lower DNL as the best approach 
to securing relief from the blis-
tering airplane noise that has 
plagued our area for far too 
long,” Meng said.

Janet McEneaney, president 
of Queens Quiet Skies, an ad-
vocacy organization, said the 
United States is the only “de-
veloped country in the world 
to use the 65 DNL sound crite-
rion instead of the 55 DNL stan-
dard.”

McEneaney said that “in a 
perfect world, we would like to 
see sound measured as we real-
ly experience it on the ground.” 

She explained that because 
the FAA insists on using the 
DNL average, she would sup-
port the 55 DNL standard.

“Considering the noise lev-
els we have experienced in the 
past two years, much  of north-
ern Queens would qualify for 
noise mitigation such as home 
insulation,” the president of 
Queens Quiet Skies said. McE-
neaney described the insula-
tion option only as a mitigating 

factor, but said the organization 
and affected residents would 
“prefer to see much quieter 
skies.”

Home insulation, which 
includes replacing windows, 
doors, ducts and roofs, is not 
cheap.

Peter Rutledge, a Bayside 
resident who has been active 
in efforts to reduce noise from 
low-flying jets, estimates house 
insulation has a price tag of 
about $50,000 per dwelling  .

Rutledge applauded the 
lawmakers’ efforts in the fight 
against airplane noise. 

“It is a step in the right direc-
tion, but insulation only goes 
so far,” he said. “If a house is 
insulated, the owner will have 
to keep windows closed in the 
warm weather, which means 
increased air conditioning.”

Susan Carroll, a commu-
nity advocate in Flushing, said 
airplane noise has altered her 
daily routine.

“There are times where I 
will be out and avoid coming 
home specifically because the 
airplane noise is so unbear-
able,” she said. “I personally 
would welcome some relief 
from the onslaught that I am 
subjected to daily now.”

Rikers Island gets new security protocols after an investigator smug-
gles drugs and a weapon into the prison.

The FAA is considering lowering its noise standard, which would make 
thousands of neighbors eligible for federal grants to insulate their 
homes near JFK and LaGuardia airports.  

Jet noise grants eyed
Fed funds for home insulation would benefi t thousands

Crackdown at Rikers
focuses on the guards

“In Queens, the funds raised 
through the Smart Schools 
Bond Act will be used to get 

rid of the crumbling classroom 
trailers that are used in over-
crowded schools throughout 
the borough.,” he said.  “Af-
ter all, how can we expect to 
prepare our students for the 
economy of the future if they’re 

learning in the classrooms of 
the past?”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538

Bond Act
Continued from Page 2 
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Several of my council col-
leagues have introduced legisla-
tion calling for measures to ad-
dress the problem of segregation 
in the city school system. Repre-
senting the most diverse district 
in New York City, I share my col-
leagues’ enthusiasm for the tre-
mendous benefits of integrated 
learning environments, as well as 
their concerns about de facto di-
versity in our schools. At the same 
time, I have deep misgivings about 
any attempts to eliminate school 
zones.

There are residents of neigh-
borhoods across the city, including 
many in the district I represent in 

eastern Queens, who chose to set-
tle in particular areas specifically 
so their children could attend 
the local schools. Those families 
should continue to have access to 
the schools in their own communi-
ties.

While high school students 
are sometimes comfortable trav-
eling some distance to attend spe-
cial high schools or particular pro-
grams within schools, such travel 
is rarely appropriate for elemen-
tary and middle school students, 
most of whom are best served in 
their local schools.

Chancellor Carmen Farina 
has spoken of her support for 

neighborhood schools, a position 
that reflects her deep experience 
as a teacher, principal, and admin-
istrator. As a parent of children 
who attend local public schools, I 
commend the chancellor and urge 
her to continue to stand behind 
parents who want their children 
to attend community schools.

For the Department of Edu-
cation to embrace diversity is 
laudable. But such a stance must 
be coupled with a commitment to 
parents’ rights to send their chil-
dren to nearby schools.

Mark S. Weprin
City Council Member

Oakland Gardens

Embrace diversity in city schools

Where is the justice? 
The parents of a 

3-year-old girl who was 
killed crossing a street in 
downtown Flushing last 
year just found out that 
a judge had dismissed 
two tickets issued to the 
driver of the SUV back 
in July without notifying 
them. 

There was no reason 
given why a judge in the 
city Department of Motor 
Vehicles decided to toss 
the summonses for fail-
ing to use due care and 
failing to yield to a pedes-
trian.  The driver, Ahmad 
Abu-Zayedeh, stayed at 
the scene at the corner of 
Cherry Street and Main 
Street, where he fatally 
struck Allison Liao and 
injured her grandmother 
as he turned into the in-
tersection.

He was never crimi-
nally charged, but the 
community has not for-
gotten the little girl from 
Hillcrest.

Christina Furlong, 
founder of the advocacy 
group Make Queens 
Safer, said Allison’s fam-
ily has worked to protect 
children on the borough’s 
streets ever since the 
accident.  The parents 
founded Families for Safe 
Streets and have traveled 
to Albany to push the is-
sue.

In November 2013 

Flushing’s elected of-
ficials worked out an 
agreement with the city 
DOT to improve condi-
tions at the dangerous 
intersection.  In March, 
hundreds of students, 
parents, teachers at PS 
173 in Fresh Meadows 
took a safety pledge to 
prevent more injuries in 
violent accidents at an as-
sembly with lawmakers, 
DOT officials and Make 
Queens Safer.

Outraged by the 
DMV’s voiding of the tick-
ets, Streetsblog - devoted 
to transportation in the 
city - filed a Freedom of 
Information request for 
documents involving the 
circumstances behind 
the voided summonses.  

 The girl’s father and 
mother were owed an ex-
planation from the DMV 
on what prompted the 
judge to find the driver 
not guilty.  As they pre-
pared a wrongful death 
lawsuit against him, 
their lawyer discovered 
that the tickets had been 
dropped months earlier.

The driver, who had 
an elevated blood alco-
hol level under the legal 
limit, faces a special 
safety hearing Jan. 6 at 
the DMV.

A child is dead and 
let’s hope the DMV does 
its homework on why this 
happened.

DMV ON HOT SEAT
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READERS WRITE

Contact the         
newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@

cnglocal.com

“MTA to study buses in northeast 
Queens,” (TimesLedger Oct. 24) cham-
pioned by numerous elected officials is 
nothing more than a placebo designed 
to placate demagogues who are not 
regular users of the numerous public 
transportation alternatives that have 
been available for decades.

Those in the know moved to neigh-
borhoods in northeast Queens long 
ago knowing full well that they would 
be living in a two-fare (bus to subway) 
zone with longer commutes to and from 
work.

How many of these same public 
officials promoting this study have a 
MetroCard and ride the system like con-
stituents do on a daily basis?

MTA services continue to be one 
of the best bargains in town. Since the 
1950s, the average cost of riding either 
the bus, subway or commuter rail has 
gone up at a lower rate than either the 
consumer price index or inflation.

The MetroCard, introduced in 
1996, affords a free transfer between bus 
and subway. Prior to this, riders had to 
pay two full fares. Purchasing either a 

weekly or monthly pass further reduces 
the cost per ride. Many employers offer 
transit checks, which pay even more of 
your costs.

There is an elaborate network of 
local bus services, including the Q12, 
Q13, Q16, Q27, Q28, Q31, Q36, Q43, Q46, 
Q88 and others connecting riders with 
either the Flushing No. 7 train, Union 
Turnpike E or F, Hillside Avenue 179th 
Street F or Archer Avenue/Sutphin Bou-
levard E, J and Z subway lines. Several 
bus routes include limited stops service 
that shortens the trip to and from the 
subway.

There is a network of express buses, 
including the Q2, Q2A, Q3, Q5, QM6, Q8, 
Q68 and others serving midtown east 
and west side along with the downtown 
Financial District.

Nassau County NICE bus N20, N21, 
N22A, N22 and N24 routes provide ser-
vice at the city line with connections to 
subway stations in Flushing and Jamai-
ca. The Q36 provides direct connections 
to the Little Neck LIRR Station. The Q27, 
Q36 and Q88 provide direct connections 
to the Queens Village LIRR Station. The 

Q13 and Q31 buses provide direct con-
nections to the Bayside LIRR Station.

Communities adjacent to Long Is-
land Rail Road Port Washington branch 
stations have prospered for decades. 
Schools serving students in Little Neck, 
Douglaston, Bayside, Auberndale and 
Murray Hill are some of the best in the 
Metropolitan New York area.

Everyone shares great air quality 
along with a low crime rate, abundant 
parks, libraries, shopping, entertain-
ment, movie theaters, hospitals and 
medical facilities.

Riders on the Port Washington 
branch have far more abundant seat-
ing and a quick 30-minute-or-less trip to 
Penn Station without having to change 
at Jamaica than LIRR commuters 
on other branches. Port Washington 
branch riders miss most service disrup-
tions. Since the LIRR restored half-hour 
weekend service last year on the Port 
Washington LIRR branch, it is even 
more attractive.

The old Q79 bus route was elimi-
nated and restored 18 months later by 
extending the Q36. Likewise, the Q31 

bus route weekend service was also 
eliminated and restored.

The basic bus infrastructure has 
remained in place serving residents on 
all major east/west and many north/
south routes. On many routes, MTA 
NYCT has actually reduced the head-
way between buses by increasing ser-
vice.

At the end of the day, $500,000 in 
funding for the “Northeast Queens Res-
toration Study” would have been better 
spent on real improvements instead of 
just lining the pockets of consultants. 
These dollars could have supported in-
troduction of limited stops bus service 
on both the Q12 and Q13 routes, result-
ing in shorter commutes to and from 
Flushing for riders. All we will end up 
with is a series of press conferences and 
news releases designed to provide free 
publicity for elected officials to assist 
them in greasing the wheels of future 
elections.

Larry Penner
Great Neck

Public transportation still a bargain

In Australia, failure to provide a 
valid reason for not voting in an elec-
tion results in a $20 fine. The percent-
age of people who vote in the United 
States in a general election is abysmal-
ly low. (Missing Voters — Times Ledger 
Nov. 7-13). It is even less in a primary, 
which in a district that is dominated 
by one party, the candidate who is ul-
timately elected may well have been so 
with a percentage in the teens.

In view of the size of the United 
States, I am not suggesting we follow 
Australia. A better alternative for 
this country would be to allow a $50 

tax write-off on one’s federal and state 
returns if he or she votes. The voter 
would be required to provide a voting 
number which would be given at the 
time a vote is made, and it would be 
a violation of law to misrepresent. If 
the latter would be too difficult, there 
could nevertheless be a write-off, but 
the tax return could contain a note 
advising a misrepresentation can be 
punished by imprisonment or a $500 
fine.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

Give voters a break on taxes
Finally, bike share arriving in 

Queens.
It took a while, but it seems that 

the Citi Bike program is finally touch-
ing down in LIC (and then Astoria) 
next spring. Thank you to the Astoria 
Times for the recent article “Citi Bike 
expands to western Queens under new 
leadership.” I read it with enthusiasm. 
I’ve long been a proponent of cycling for 
health, and in an urban area as a way 
to reduce traffic congestion and air pol-
lution, making Queens a better place to 
live.

Biking is great for your health. It’s 
low impact, low stress on the joints, and 
it’s fun. I’ve seen many clients in my 
sports medicine practice really make 
some major changes in their lives by 
incorporating cycling as part of their 
routine. People get outdoors more, get in 
touch with nature, and feel less stressed 
when they arrive at the office, or when 
they return home if they commuted by 
bike. I’ve seen people lose weight, im-
prove their endurance, and just enjoy 
life more.

However, people in New York City 

are often in a rush, and may not obey 
traffic signals. If you decide to get on a 
bike in any urban area, you must wear 
a helmet, reflective gear, and obey all 
traffic signals, or you are putting your-
self in danger.

I’ve heard some arguments against 
Citi Bike, specifically compared to oth-
er bike shares, but in my opinion any 
bike share program is better than none. 
It brings a healthy vibe to the continu-
ing booming expansion of Astoria/LIC, 
it means less honking of horns, less ex-
haust fumes, and certainly would bring 
more business to the local stores, espe-
cially along the waterfront.

I also hope this stimulates NYC to 
develop more bike-friendly lanes and 
bike-dedicated lanes to keep the cyclists 
safe in western Queens. I’ve used most 
of the lanes in Queens, but at times it 
can be a little unsafe.

My daughter goes to a preschool in 
Brooklyn, and they really know how to 
bike there. The Citi Bike program there 
has been a hit, too. We can learn a thing 
or two from them and make it our own, 
give it a Queens feel.

Embrace healthy biking

Once the winter hits, we all get a 
little down, a little tired, and sometimes 
a little stir crazy. Being able to hop on 
a bike once the winter thaws would be 
a refreshing change. Let’s welcome Citi 
Bike next spring, be safe about it, and 
try to incorporate biking into our lives.

Ken Vitale
Astoria
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T
he 2014 election nation-
wide was a Republican 
success, especially 
with the party gaining 

control of the U.S. Senate in 
addition to increasing their 
majority in the House of Rep-
resentatives.

A parallel to this chain of 
events occurred in 1964, when 
Republican presidential can-
didate U.S. Sen. Barry Gold-
water lost by a wide margin 
to the Democrats led by Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson.

The following two years, 
1965-66, the Democrats with 
control of Congress were able 
to pass liberal legislation. 
However, in the case of the 
next two years, 2015-16, Presi-
dent Barack Obama will still 

be in the White House and 
Republicans in Congress will 
need enough votes to override 
possible presidential vetoes of 
their proposed legislation.

Here in New York state, 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo will have 
a Republican state Senate to 
deal with.

The election results this 
year, regardless of party af-
filiation, show that the Ameri-
can people are not happy with 
federal government policies 
and want change.

In regards to third-party 
endorsements, this practice 
has become an important part 
of the New York electoral sys-
tem. In terms of the Republi-
can Party, few of their candi-
dates for elective office in New 
York state could be elected 
without a third-party endorse-
ment. That Republican cross-
endorsement usually comes 
from the Conservative Party.

The Independence Party, 
the Working Families Party, 
and lately the Green Party, 
have given their endorse-

ments to candidates from oth-
er political parties that reflect 
their main political views. 
The Working Families Party 
almost always endorses Demo-
cratic candidates when it does 
not run its own candidate.

It is very difficult for 
third parties to run their own 
candidates in terms of raising 
finances for the campaign, not 
to mention name recognition.

If third parties could not 
endorse candidates of the two 
major parties, it would radi-
cally change New York’s elec-
toral system. This endorse-
ment system has been in use 
throughout the 20th century 
and has worked well during 
those times.

We want to give the vot-
ing population a choice on 
Election Day, not only of the 
candidates running for pub-
lic office, but also a choice of 
political parties that are run-
ning those candidates.

This system of cross-en-
dorsements have candidates 
from all political parties.

Third parties had on occa-
sion run their own candidates 
for office and been successful. 
One outstanding example oc-
curred in 1970, when Repub-
lican James Buckley won the 
U.S. Senate seat that year, run-
ning as the candidate of the 
Conservative Party although 
he also had an independent 
line on the ballot.

Third-party candidates 
and endorsements are a part 
of the New York elections and 
will continue to be so.

Another aspect of our 
political system is primaries. 
Presently, we have two prima-
ries, in June and September. 
The June primary is for fed-
eral congressional races and 
September is for state and lo-
cal political campaigns. This 
means that political party 
petition gatherers will have to 
circulate petitions twice dur-
ing the year for primaries in 
June and September.

This will take up addi-
tional time and expense for 
the people who are circulating 

petitions and petition sign-
ers will have to sign petitions 
twice.

It is time for the state Leg-
islature to pass a law estab-
lishing one primary in June. 
By doing that, the primary 
election will be over sooner 
and more time can be given to 
the main fall campaign that 
leads to the November elec-
tion.

There is no point to hav-
ing two primaries. The Sep-
tember primary does not give 
the candidates enough time to 
campaign for the November 
election.

It is hoped that the New 
York state Legislature will 
pass a bill into law that gives 
us one primary in 2015.

This bill would have to be 
passed early in the year so it 
will be in place for a June pri-
mary.

We want our executive 
and legislative branches of 
government at both the state 
and federal levels to work to-
gether.

William 
Lewis

■

Political 
Action

Tom 
Allon

■

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

One primary system may help parties to work together

N
ow that the drama of 
the campaigns and the 
post-election analysis 
is finally sinking in, it 

seems our country — and our 
state — are at a crucial cross-
roads, a “tipping point” per-
haps.

I think the political ran-
cor and polarization that first 
started two decades ago in 
Washington with the “Gingrich 
revolution” has now reached 
a tipping point. The red state 
vs. blue state mentality has di-
vided us in ways this country 
has not been divided since the 
Civil War.

The Democratic and Re-
publican parties are at fault for 

perpetuating this self-defeating 
blood rivalry. In a “zero sum” 
game in Congress and in-state 
legislatures around the coun-
try, we have witnessed the de-
basement of civil discourse and 
lost sight of the fact that public 
servants should be reaching 
across party lines for the bet-
terment of society.

Our two-party system, for 
so long a tidy way to pigeon-
hole people together despite 
their likely disagreement on a 
number of issues, is an archaic 
device that should be banished 
in an age where nuance and a 
diversity of views and interests 
are flourishing.

As soon as someone identi-
fies themselves as a Democrat 
or a Republican, most people 
quickly typecast them as “lib-
eral” or “conservative” and 
makes assumptions about all 
the beliefs held by that person 
based on the extreme elements 
of their party. But aren’t there 

Democrats who believe in fiscal 
conservatism and aren’t there 
pro-choice Republicans? There 
are, but our system doesn’t ac-
count for “Purple People.”

Encouraging the rise of a 
strong third and even fourth 
party might ease the gridlock 
and make for a more informed 
and well-rounded electorate.

But our country has had a 
spotty history with third par-
ties. Third-party presidential 
candidates such as Theodore 
Roosevelt in the early 20th cen-
tury and Ross Perot in the 1990s 
have had a marginal impact.

Is the moment right now 
for the creation of a third party 
where disaffected Democrats 
and Republicans can seek a 
new home and that will have a 
broad enough appeal to one day 
be considered a viable alterna-
tive to the two major parties?

It will take a lot of hard 
work, smart organizing, and 
probably significant fund-rais-

ing to make his happen. A third 
party that could act as a bridge 
to both Democrats and Repub-
lican would have to be com-
mitted to new ideas, pragmatic 
solutions not based on old ide-
ologies, and bipartisan reform. 
It also would force both major 
parties to think less about how 
they can obstruct the other par-
ty or how the elected leaders of 
the two major parties position 
themselves to win an election.

Speaking of elections, this 
third party should advocate for 
sensible reforms of our voting 
system and of how we select 
our leaders as part of its effort 
to make government function 
again. Eliminating the Elec-
toral College for picking presi-
dents, making early and online 
voting a priority to increase 
turnout, increasing the terms 
of Congress members and state 
legislators to four years, and in-
creasing campaign finance re-
forms such as matching funds 

for small donations are just a 
few that would go a long way to 
fixing our built-in dysfunction. 
How about a small tax credit 
to every voter each year? That 
might ensure high turnout.

Imagine if presidential 
elections were based on pure 
voting tallies, so that the people 
that live in the 40 or so “non-
swing states” would be moti-
vated to vote for our president? 
Imagine if instead of spending 
40 percent of their time raising 
funds, our Congress members 
could focus on listening to their 
constituents’ needs and actu-
ally crafting and passing smart 
legislation? Imagine if 75 to 80 
percent of eligible voters actu-
ally voted (online or by snail 
mail) so that our leaders really 
had a mandate to lead? Imagine 
if our leaders did not listen dis-
proportionately to the interests 
of their large donors and fo-
cused on the needs of the many 
and not the few.

Time to shake up the political system
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 

761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777
Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com

Neck & Back Pain  |  Scoliosis & Spinal Deformities | Knee & Hip 
Replacement | Hand, Shoulder, Elbow & Ankle  |  Sports Medicine  | 
Pediatric Orthopeadics  |  Physiatry, Pain Management  |  Pain 
Management Psychology  |  Chiropractic Care  |  Acupuncture  |  MRI

New York Spine Institute is the only comprehensive 

Spine Institute and Full Orthopedic Center on Long 

Island affiliated with NYU Langone’s Hospital for Joint 

Diseases. This center brings nationally and internationally 

recognized leaders in Spinal Care to your community.
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BY JUAN SOTO

María Contreras, head of the U.S. 
Small Business Administration, did 
not resist the temptation and bought 
some sweets on Bell Boulevard during 
her first official visit to Queens.

“Probably, Michelle Obama would 
want me just to get the apples,” said the 
federal administrator as she was leav-
ing Bayside Milk Farm, one of the small 
businesses she toured in the main com-
mercial strip in Bayside.

The high-ranking official bought 
apples, but also bagged chocolate chip 
cookies. “I had to buy them,” she said.

Contreras’ visit to Bayside was ar-
ranged by U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) in an effort to promote small 
businesses in the borough at a time 
when competition from big commer-
cial malls is driving small shops out of 

business.
“I want to thank (Contreras) for 

coming to Queens and for being a true 
advocate for small businesses,” said 
Meng during the visit at Bayside Milk 
Farm, a family-owned operation which 
opened its doors on Bell Boulevard in 
1976.

“We know everyone’s name here,” 
Pat Perulli, one of the owners of the es-
tablishment, told Contreras. 

The administrator asked Peruli, 
Bayside Milk Farm’s co-owner Patrick 
Perulli, and Papazzio restaurant own-
er Dominick Bruccoleri, what are the 
main challenges small businesses face 
these days. Among them, they said, 
are strong competition from big brand 
names and limited access to loans and 
grants.  

BY BILL PARRY

When Deputy Inspector Michael 
Cody was transferred to an investiga-
tive assignment in the Bronx two weeks 
ago, the NYPD didn’t go very far to find 
his replacement as the commanding of-
ficer at the 115th Precinct in Jackson 
Heights.

Capt. Brian Hennessy was moved 
over from the 108th Precinct in Long Is-
land City, where he was at the helm for 
the last 18 months.

“It was a bit of a surprise. I didn’t 
know it was coming,” Hennessy said. 
“But I’m going back home. I was the ex-
ecutive officer at the 115th for two years 
before I got the assignment at the 108.  
Hennessy was second-in-command to 
Cody from 2011 to 2013.

“He was a very good man, a mentor 
of mine, and I learned a lot from him,” 
Hennessy said. The new commander is 
bringing some of the community-polic-
ing techniques he used effectively in the 
108th Precinct to Jackson Heights, East 
Elmhurst and North Corona, where he 
plans to focus on the larger problems of 
gang violence, prostitution and bar en-
forcement.

City Councilman Daniel Dromm (D-
Jackson Heights) said, “I think we’re 
lucky to have Capt. Hennessy and we 
welcome him back to the 115th with 
open arms. I hope he focuses on quality-
of-life issues in the community and uses 
the impact zone in creative ways.” 

The 115th Precinct is designated an 
impact zone, which brings more officers 
straight from the academy and gives the 

new commander more resources than 
he had at the 108th.

Hennessy enjoyed his brief time at 
the 108th, a smaller precinct that in-
cludes Long Island City, Sunnyside, 
Woodside and Maspeth.

“Those are great tight-knit neighbor-
hoods with great community leaders 
and I’ll miss it,” he said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Capt. Brian Hennessy has been transfered 
to the 115th Precinct from the 108th. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Head of SBA stops in Bayside 
on fi rst visit to borough biz

108th’s top cop shifted
to precinct in Jax Hgts

Continued on page 31
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Each month we introduce a Student of 
Distinction who resides in Queens or attends 
school within our borough. The honoree is 
typically a High School Senior. Our November 
2014 Student of Distinction, however, is a Junior 
at Holy Cross High School. It is with great 
pleasure that we present Edgar Alonso to our 
readers.

At the end of Edgar’s Freshman year at Holy 
Cross, Edgar entered the Science Research 
Program. It is a three-year program designed to 
present academically qualifi ed students with the 
opportunity to perform independent scientifi c 
research. 

More than two decades ago Dr. Robert J. 
Pavlica developed the program to counter the 
small number of young people pursuing the 
fi eld of science. Students begin in the program 
the summer prior to 10th grade and continue 
through the end of 12th grade. Participants 
conduct scientifi c research in the subject of their 
choosing. Although more than 110 schools in 
the tri-state area participate, only two are in 
Queens, New York.

According to Catherine Ann Kenny, MPH, 
moderator of the Science Research Program, 
“Our program’s students are chosen from 
Honors Biology during the second semester 
of their freshman year. The student must be 
in the top of his class, have a strong desire 
to do independent research and display a 
commitment to excellence.”

When selected to participate in this 
academically rigorous program, Edgar agreed 
to meet all the program’s criteria. Criteria 
includes committing to a minimum of 240 hours 
per school year for research, maintaining a lab 
notebook, joining the annual symposium, and 
presenting independent research at all stages 

of the work to both their outside mentor and the 
Science Research Coordinator.

In the spring semester each year, Holy 
Cross High School holds a Science Research 
Symposium where each research student 
presents his work thus far. As a result of their 
work, these students are able to receive a 
maximum of twelve college credits as a result of 
membership in this prestigious program.

The most important aspect for his successful 
participation in the program was fi nding 
a mentor. Edgar’s mentor is Dr.  Adriana 
Haimovitz-Friedman. Dr. Haimovitz-Friedman 
is with the Radiation Oncology Laboratory 
at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. 
Together with his mentor, Edgar is studying 
the effect of high, single dose radiation on 
endothelial cells. 

The experience has proved to be exceptional 
according to Ms. Kerry.  Looking over the work 
performed thus far, Ms. Kerry says, “Edgar is 
diligent in his work at Memorial Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Center. He has had the experience of 
working with and learning from lab technicians 
as well as doing computer analysis with Dr. 
Haimovitz-Friedman. In addition to working 
with her at Memorial Sloan-Kettering, Edgar 
also corresponds with a doctor at Saint John’s 
University concerning his project. I could 

not be any prouder of this student and his 
accomplishments. He is a credit to our Science 
Research Program.”

Edgar’s innate qualities have not gone 
unnoticed. Ms. Kerry states that “I have an 
enormous amount of respect for him and I trust 
him implicitly. He is one of the fi nest young 
men I have met in my 35 years of secondary 
education. It is a pleasure for me to know Edgar 
and an honor to have his trust. He is certainly 
a credit to his family and Holy Cross High 
School.” 

In conjunction with maintaining a competitive 
grade point average in the Honors Program 
at Holy Cross High School, Edgar is also 
a member of the Holy Cross High School’s 
Chapter of the National Honor Society. 

While Edgar’s project involves his commuting 
via two buses and three subways Monday 
through Thursday after school to Memorial 
Sloan Kettering, he also enjoys a lighter side. 
On Friday afternoons, for example, Edgar joins 
his classmates in a more relaxed environment, 
gaming in the Sci Fi Club.

Ms. Michele Daus, English teacher, is 
another enthusiastic supporter of Edgar.  She 
says, “I had the pleasure of teaching Edgar as 
a member of my Sophomore Honors English 
class and my current Junior Honors English 
class. Edgar stands out among his classmates 
for his many excellent qualities that are clearly 
demonstrated in his classroom demeanor as 
well as the quality of his work. Edgar’s questions 
and comments during class discussions are 
focused and contribute to the lessons.”

Not only does Ms. Daus commend his 
scholastic achievement, but, like Ms. Kenny, is 
proud of who he is in the world. As she states, 
“Edgar is a gentleman and is following the 
steps of a true Holy Cross Man. He embodies 
the spirit of our school through his discipline, 
maturity and willingness to serve others.”

We wish Edgar great success on all his 
future endeavors – particularly as they relate to 
the sciences.

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Edgar Alonso
November 2014
Holy Cross High School
Flushing, NY
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Richmond Hill High is slated to 
shake off the trailers languishing in 
its yard and make room for an outdoor 
athletic space, the city said.

Months after campuses facing co-
locations and Richmond Hill parents 
filed a lawsuit against the city, the city 
Department of Education said it bud-
geted $8.9 million for getting pupils 
out of the more than 20 trailers in front 
of 89-30 114th St., school and other im-
provements.

Vishnu Mahadeo, a former Parent 
Teacher Association co-president, said 
crews will begin removing the cur-
rently unused trailers this spring. He 
said the DOE repurposed about seven 
spaces within the building that are 
now used as classrooms and created 
three new computer labs. Mahadeo 
said attendance seems to have picked 
up now that there is an alternative to 
the trailers. 

“No one is currently using the trail-
ers, no students, no teachers,” Ma-
hadeo said. “Attendance has gone up 
from a meager, low 70 percent, to now 
we have 87 percent.”

An additional science lab is in the 
works. And the DOE said it will also 
be building an indoor fitness center, 
dance room and refurbishing the yard 
to include soccer and softball fields, 
1.5 basketball courts and benches once 
trailers are removed.

Charles DiBenedetto, the school’s 
United Federation of Teachers chapter 
leader, said the sports space would pro-
vide pupils with a much-needed recre-
ational outlet.

“They’re not just going to have gym 
every day, they can go out and play 
basketball, soccer ... touch football,” 
he said. It’s nice to see the building is 
finally getting a makeover. It’s long 
overdue. We’re talking about a 100 
year-old building.”

In March, Richmond Hill parents 
signed onto a lawsuit seeking to nullify 

dozens of co-locations.
Technically the DOE’s plans to 

move Richmond Hill freshman out of 
an annex and into the high school’s 
main campus to make room for a new 
district school in the annex did not 
constitute a co-location.

However, the Richmond Hill com-
munity considered such a move a co-lo-
cation because it involved a traditional 
school handing over its space and re-
sources to a new school.

The case was dismissed in May be-
cause the judge believed the plaintiffs 
did not exhaust potential alternative 
solutions, including waiting for the 
state Education Department to rule on 
a similar complaint.

Around that time, the DOE struck 
a deal with the school, allowing it to 
maintain part of the annex for another 
year and committing to remove the 
trailers by the 2016-17 academic year.

Reach reporter Sarina Trangle by 
e-mail at strangle@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

The city says it will remove the trailers at 
Richmond Hill High School by summer 2015.

Rich Hill High trailers 
slated for removal: DOE
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Fidelis Care offers quality, affordable New York State-

sponsored health insurance for children and adults of all
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From NY State of Health: The Official Health Plan Market-

place, to Child Health Plus, Medicaid Managed Care,
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more, we have a program that meets your needs. 

And, with our growing provider network, you can see 

a Fidelis Care doctor almost anywhere you go in New 

York State!

We have a health insurance program that's right for you –

and the ones you love. 

Quality health coverage. It’s Our Mission.

Products not available in all counties.
To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health
Plus and Medicaid through NY State of Health, the Official Health Plan 
Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 855-355-5777.

1-888-FIDELIS | fideliscare.org

“I want a health plan that covers me...and my family.”

To renew your coverage each year, call 1-866-435-9521

Save the Dates for Open Enrollment!
Product:

• Medicare Advantage

• Metal-Level Products 
in NY State of Health

• Child Health Plus
• Medicaid Managed Care

H3328_FC 14160 CMS Accepted

Enroll From:

October 15-December 7, 2014

November 15, 2014 - 
February 15, 2015

All Year Long!
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

A Ridgewood couple has 
been charged in a spate of 
pickpocketing targeting more 
than a dozen women with 
strollers across the borough, 
the Queens DA said.

However, the pair’s attor-
ney contends police and prose-
cutors may have been the ones 
trolling — for suspects.

District Attorney Richard 
Brown said Luis Chango, 45, 
and his wife, Rosa Jerez, 37, 
both of Ridgewood, were ar-
raigned Monday on complaints 
charging them with stealing 
from more than a dozen moth-
ers at Carters’ Children Store, 
V.I.M., Mandee, The Gap, Old 
Navy and Seafood Grocery 
Store just across the Brooklyn 
border between August and 
November 2014.

Prosecutors said the two 
generally worked as a pair, 
with Jerez allegedly engaging 
mothers in conversations or 
shielding them from their ba-
bies as her husband grabbed 
cell phones and wallets from 
their strollers.

Brown singled out a Sept. 

27 incident, where prosecu-
tors contend the two exploited 
a newborn in the Ridgewood 
Mandee.

“It is alleged that the male 
defendant simply bent over a 
stroller and pulled a new iP-
hone out of the hands of the 
baby playing with it, causing 
the child to burst out crying,” 
he said in a statement.

Chango is the lone defen-
dant in eight additional com-
plaints, the DA said. These 
allege he swiped a pocketbook, 
three cell phones and two wal-
lets, including one with $2,000 
in cash, from customers at 
Carter’s Children Store, Xios, 
Payless Shoe Store and V.I.M.

The couple’s attorney, 
Roger Asmar, said his clients 
denied the charges and were 
coerced into confessing.

He said the two were de-
tained for more than 48 hours, 
noting that authorities are 
legally obligated to attempt 
to release suspects within 24 
hours.

“They showed him pic-
tures. He was refusing to 
sign anything. He said, “I 
don’t know. It’s not me,’” As-

mar said. “Then after many 
hours of pressuring him and 
questioning him, what do you 
think is going to happen?”

The NYPD did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for 
comment.

Brown spokesman Kevin 

Ryan said there was a delay in 
arraigning the defendants be-
cause the office was process-
ing 14 arrests and finalizing 
investigations at the time. He 
refuted the accusations of co-
ercion, saying the statements 
were made within hours of ar-
rest.

“Jerez requested a law-
yer and was not questioned.  
Chango was fully Mirandized 
per the interviewing officer 
and had a Spanish-speaking 
officer present to assist him,” 
Ryan wrote in an e-mail.

The attorney contended 
prosecutors keep discussing 
video surveillance evidence, 
but he has not seen any of it.

“I haven’t seen any of these 
videos, including the one with 
a six-month old,” he said. 
“I find that ridiculous — a 
6-month-old baby with an iP-
hone 6?” 

The DA said the couple is 
scheduled to appear in court 
next Dec. 4. 

If convicted, Chango faces 
up to 38 years in prison and 
Jerez faces up to 23 years be-
hind bars, prosecutors said.

Queens District Attorney Richard Brown says a Ridgewood couple has 
been charged with pickpocketing mothers with strollers.

Queens pair charged in pickpocket spree: DA

Compassionate Support That Will Never Be Forgotten
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This information is available for free in other languages. Please contact our Customer Services number at 1.866.986.0356 and TTY number at 711, Monday – Saturday, 
8 A.M. – 8 P.M. After 8 P.M., Sundays & Holidays: 24/7 Medical Answering Service: 1.800.442.2560. Esta información está disponible gratuitamente en otros 
idiomas. Por favor contacte a nuestro Servicio de Atención al Cliente al 1.866.986.0356 o a nuestro número TTY 711, para personas con problemas auditivos, 
lunes – sábado, 8 A.M. – 8 P.M. Después de las 8 P.M., domingos y días festivos: Servicios de Recepción de Llamada para Asistencia Médica: 1.800.442.2560. 
MetroPlus (HMO, HMO SNP) is a Health Plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MetroPlus Health Plan depends on contract renewel. This event will include sales 
presentations about all MetroPlus Medicare Advantage Plans. A sales representative will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons 
with special needs at sales meetings, call 1.866.986.0356 and TTY number at 711, Monday – Saturday, 8 A.M – 8 P.M. H0423_MKT1260v2 File&Use 10242014

The only Medicare plan backed by HHC, the nation’s largest public health system. 

Come to a free seminar!
October 15 – December 7 is your chance to enroll in or switch your Medicare plan for 2015. 
Don’t miss out! We’ll answer all your questions.

Queens Hospital Center Elmhurst Hospital Queens Hospital Center

82-68 164th Street
Queens

N Building, 1st Floor, Auditorium
Thursday, November 20

2:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M.

79-01 Broadway
Queens

1st Floor, Auditorium A122
Monday, November 24
9:00 A.M. – 11:30 A.M.

82-68 164th Street
Queens

N Building, 1st Floor, Auditorium
Friday, November 28
2:00 P.M. – 5:00 P.M.

For additional locations near you, call: 1.866.986.0356 • TTY: 711
Hours of Operation: Monday – Saturday, 8 A.M. – 8 P.M. 

After 8 P.M., Sundays & Holidays: 24/7 Medical Answering Service: 
1.800.442.2560

metroplusmedicare.org

At the same 
location 
19 years
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Family and friends are hosting a 
fund-raiser for a 7-year-old Bayside girl 
who is in the fight of her life.

Izzy, a second-grade student at Sa-
cred Heart School, is battling a brain 
tumor and her family needs to raise do-
nations to pay for medical expenses.

She underwent surgery in August, 
when doctors discovered the tumor. 
Unfortunately, doctors were not able to 
remove the entire tumor.

The people closest to her said she is 
recovering more and more everyday, 
but they continue to ask for neighbors 
and supporters to pray for her.

The fund-raiser is scheduled for 
Sunday, Nov. 16, from 1-4 p.m., at Te-
quila Sunrise, 34-37 Bell Blvd.

The girl has to undergo surgery 
once again so doctors can remove 
whatever is left of the tumor.

Donations can also be made at the 
website GoFundMe (http://gofundme.
com/eqn78g).

A retired cop has been sentenced 
to 23 years to life in prison for the 2011 
slaying of his wife in their Briarwood 
apartment, the Queens DA announced 
Wednesday.

Clarence Cash, 52, shot his wife, 
Tracy Young, 13 times in December 
2011, after the two had engaged in a 
heated argument, according to the 
DA’s office.

Cash fled after the shooting, but ul-
timately turned himself in to police at 
a Manhattan precinct the next morn-
ing with two loaded handguns in his 

possession, the DA said. The retired 
cop, who had worked in the 32nd Pre-
cinct in Harlem, had been a per diem 
federal court officer at the time of his 
arrest.

Before she died, Young worked as a 
tax enforcement agent who investigat-
ed illegal cigarette sales for the state 
Department of Taxation and Finance.

Cash was convicted in October of 
second-degree murder after a three-
week jury trial.

— Alex Robinson

The Jamaica man who killed his 
wife and his two infant daughters was 
sentenced to 45 years in prison by a 
Queens judge.

Miguel Mejía-Ramos admitted to 
stabbing Deisy García, 21, and his baby 
girls, Daniela, 2, and Yoselin, 1, in Jan-
uary in their Jamaica home, Queens 
District Attorney Richard Brown said.

“Hopefully, (the sentence) will bring 
some degree of closure to the family of 
the victims,” Brown said. “He has ac-
cepted his fate that he will quite likely 
spend the rest of his days in prison and 
never see the light of day again.”

The defendant pleaded guilty Oct. 
10 to three counts of first-degree man-
slaughter.

Mejía-Ramos, 29, wearing an orange 
jumpsuit in the Queens courtroom, 

asked for forgiveness moments before 
he received the 45-year sentence.

Two days after the senseless kill-
ings, he was arrested when he was 
attempting to flee to México, Brown 
said. 

In statements to investigators, Me-
jía-Ramos said he had been drinking 
and went on a rampage when he saw a 
photo of his wife with another man on 
her cell phone.

The district attorney said Mejía-
Ramos grabbed a kitchen knife and 
stabbed the three members of his fam-
ily.

“Justice has been swift and it has 
been certain,” Brown said. “The case 
against the defendant is now over.”

— Juan Soto

Jail for man who killed wife, kids

Ex-cop draws 23 years

Bayside to help girlWHY WAIT... TO SEE A DOCTOR?

FIRST+MED 
FIRST MED URGENT CARE 
FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS

BAYSIDE/FLUSHING 
191-20 Northern Blvd.  Flushing, NY 11358 

718-224-8855  Mon. - Fri.: 8am-9pm  Sat. & Sun.: 8am-7pm
GLENDALE 

82-17 Woodhaven Blvd.  Glendale, NY 11385 
718-805-9581  Mon. - Fri.: 9am-7pm  Sat. & Sun.: 9am-3pm

                           FIRSTMEDNY.com

Member Urgent Care 
Association Of America

We Now Accept 
all BC/BS, 

GHI Access, Aetna, CIGNA, 
HIP, Oxford, Vytra, 

Medicare, Emblem Health, 
Magnacare, UHC, NYC Ship, 

Power Authority, Postal, 
W.C., No Fault

WELL LIT PARKING LOT

Everyone should be comfortable at home. That’s why the EmPower 
New York program provides income-eligible residents* with free 
energy upgrades—all at no cost to you. To learn more and see if 
you’re eligible, visit nyserda.ny.gov/comfort.

*  You may be eligible for EmPower New York if you are eligible for HEAP 
benefits, participate in a utility payment assistance program or have 
a household income below 60 percent of the state median (around 
$50,000 for a family of four). RE

S-
EM

P-
co
ns
14
-a
d-
2-
v1
-8
-1
4

Lower your energy costs with 
FREE energy upgrades

High energy bills 
making you uncomfortable?

» EmPower New York. A better life begins at home.
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Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 
125 Broad Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10004  •  212-233-5531 Patrick J. Lynch, President

of the City of New York

www.nycpba.org

Central Park Five settlement:

$41 million

Support equal benefits
for injured police officers

Mayor de Blasio paid off his political debts by adding $26 million to the Central Park

Five settlement over City lawyers’ objections. But he and the Speaker think it’s just too
expensive to give recently-hired NYPD officers the same disability benefits as every

other police officer in New York State. Their priorities speak for themselves... 

How do Mayor de Blasio and 
Speaker Mark-Viverito take care 

of their “moral obligations?”

Benefits for injured police officers:

Nothing
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) has called on the 
state Department of Conserva-
tion to reject an application by 
the developers of Willets Point 
for millions of dollars in tax 
credits.

Avella slammed the Queens 
Development Group, a joint 
venture by Related Co., and 
Sterling Equities, for apply-
ing for credits from DEC’s 
Brownfield Cleanup Program 
in addition to $40 million 
they received from the city for 
clean-up costs associated with 
their $3 billion redevelopment 
of Willets Point.

“The QDG is attempting to 
take advantage of the BCP tax 
credit program by trying to ap-
ply for millions in tax credits 
for costs that will already be 
paid from the taxpayer’s pock-
et. It’s absolutely disgraceful,” 
Avella said. “The DEC’s re-
sponse is alarming, as it com-
pletely disregards the fact that 
the QDG is already required 
to clean up the site and will 
already be receiving taxpayer 
funds to do so.”

Avella said he contacted 
the DEC after he learned the 
developers had been granted 
the city funds despite having 
already applied for Brownfield 

credits.
In a recent letter the DEC 

said, “The public interest is 
served by allowing these prop-
erties to participate in the 

BCP.”
The DEC did not respond to 

a request for comment.
A spokesman for the devel-

opers said that any tax credits 

they received from the DEC’s 
Brownfield program would 
not necessarily overlap as not 
all eligible clean-up areas were 
being reimbursed by the city.

“The Brownfields tax credit 
program has helped transform 
numerous blighted properties 
and Willets Point has suffered 
from decades of contamina-
tion that have turned it into an 
urban wasteland,” he said in 
a statement. “QDG has taken 
on the responsibility and risk 
of the cleanup in an effort to 
transform this area into a 
new neighborhood and we will 
continue to move the project 
forward for the benefit of the 
community and the region.”

The mammoth redevel-
opment plan will transform 
Willets Point, which has been 
occupied by hundreds of auto-
shops for years, into a new 
neighborhood with a mega-
mall and residential space.

Reach reporter Alex Robin-
son by e-mail at arobinson@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

State Sen. Tony Avella is calling for the DEC to decline the Willets Point developer's Brownfield application.

Pol rips Willets Pt developers for double dipping

MLS# 1204360. Spacious Dutch Colonial with En-
closed Front Porch, Hardwood Floors Throughout, Large 
Living Room with Working Fireplace, Large Formal 
Dining Room, Eat in Kitchen, 3 Large Bedrooms, Master 
Bedroom Has Door Leading to Private Open Terrace, 
Updated Bathroom, Finished Attic, Updated Roof and 
Windows.

MLS# 2715730. Mint Legal 2 Family Duplex with Lots 
of Space. The Property Has Oil Heat on the First Floor 
and Gas Heat on the Second Floor. Separate Meters. 
Updated Kitchen with Granite Countertops and Ss Ap-
pliances. Bedrooms are Spacious with Lots of Closets. 
Basement has Separate Ose. Detached Garage, Drive-
way Fits 6 Cars. Large Backyard.

MLS# 2706265. Mint Detached Cape. Possible 
Mother/Daughter with Permits. Large Living Room with 
Fireplace, Formal Dining Room, Updated Kitchen, 4 
Bedrooms, 2 Updated Baths, Finished Basement with 
Separate Ose. Beautiful and Private Driveway. 

Merrick Offi ce
141 Merrick Ave., Merrick, NY 11566

(516) 302-8500
www.c21amhomes.com/wingfi eld

Free Market Analysis
Experts in

Selling, Buying or Renting

80-42 243rd St. 
Bellerose, NY 11426 $985,000

32 Doris Ave. 
Franklin Square, NY 11010 $489,000Offi ce Exclusive $428,000

MLS# 2691944. Great 4 Bedroom Cape, 2 Baths, 
Living Room, Formal Dining Room, Eat in Kitchen and 
Hardwood Floors, Basement is Finished with Ose. Lots 
of Closets. Updated Windows, Sliding and Roof, New 
Garage Door. 

MLS# 2647107. Fabulous Split with 3/4 Bedrooms, 
2.5 Baths, Wood Floors, Elk with Granite Counters, Tile 
Floors, Stainless Steel Appliances with Double Oven, 
Den Laundry Room and Full Basement. 

850 Franklin Ave. 
Valley Stream, NY 11580 $455,000

540 11th Ave. 
New Hyde Park, NY 11040 $469,000

Andrew Palmese
Licensed Real Estate Agent

(516) 528-1394

Dolores Wingfi eld
Licensed Real Estate Agent

(516) 404-9305
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Pirouette Window Shadings

SEPTEMBER 16 – DECEMBER 16, 2014

It’s time to decorate 
your windows for the holidays.

(plus $25 rebate each additional unit)

(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

(plus $100 rebate each additional unit)

$100 REBATE*

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/16/14 –12/16/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 
weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limita-
tions apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE

718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Officials of the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority have been crunch-
ing figures in search of the best for-
mula to raise transit fares without 
financially damaging the ever-rising 
numbers of straphangers.

One such idea under discussion in-
cludes increasing the cost of a monthly 
MetroCard by $4.50 to $116.

Another plan would keep the $2.50 
basic fare and still another would cut 
bonuses.

MTA officials said all such ideas 
were just that and nothing emerging 
from the discussions at this point was 
final.

Under the MTA’s long-range plan, 
fares and tolls would go up in 2015 and 
2017 by no more than 4 percent. In any 
case, the plan will be finalized no ear-
lier than late in December and possibly 
early January.

The first step will be the mandatory 
public hearings on a fare hike where 
straphangers can voice their com-
plaints and suggestions about service 
on MTA entities. The hearings will be 
held in each borough and in other ar-
eas served by the MTA.

Next will be approval by the MTA 
board with the fare increases taking 
effect in March.

But the MTA’s specter of debt hov-
ers over the entire scene.

In a recent report, New York State 
Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli said 
the MTA’s proposed $32.1 billion capi-

tal plan for 2015-19 faces a $15.2 billion 
funding gap which accounts for nearly 
half of the program’s total value.

The report said the MTA closed the 
$9.9 billion funding gap in the current 
capital program mostly by reducing 
its size and increasing borrowing to a 
record level.

The comptroller warned the MTA’s 
debt is expected to hit $39 billion in 
2018 even before taking into account 
any new borrowing for the agency’s 
proposed capital program.

“Additional borrowing could in-
crease pressure on fares and tools and 
while the MTA should look for oppor-
tunities for savings, deep cuts could af-
fect the future reliability of the transit 
system and jeopardize expansion proj-
ects,” DiNapoli said.

The capital program includes such 
projects as the Second Avenue subway 
and the Eastside Access to bring the 
Long Island Rail Road into Grand Cen-
tral Terminal and other such projects.

And the number of transit riders 
keeps rising. In fact, subway rider-
ship broke a record on Sept. 23 with 
6,106,694 using the system.  Four other 
September days also saw more than 6 
million straphangers.

“New Yorkers and visitors alike 
continue to vote with their feet,” said 
MTA Chairman Thomas Prendergast. 
“This is a phenomenal achievement. 
As ridership increases, the MTA Capi-
tal Program is vital to fund new sub-
way cars and higher capacity signal 
systems.”

MTA Chairman Thomas Prendergast discusses the proposed fare hike. 
Photo by Philip Newman

MTA considering more fare increases
Agency bats around options for fi nancial relief as ridership soars along with its debt

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

At Calvary, the family member 
is just as important as the patient.

For more information, call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Nobody knows more than Calvary Hospital that caring for a loved 
one who is in the end-of-life stage is challenging – both physically 
and mentally. The stress can feel unbearable. It puts the entire 
family at risk for depression, anxiety disorders, physical sickness and 
disruptions in life – both at home and at work. Our experts clearly 
understand that this feeling of abandonment is just as significant 
as the physical pain. That’s why 90% of what we do at Calvary 
is caring for the family. In fact, we have an entire department 
specifically dedicated to caring for family members, with this year 
marking the 10th anniversary of our unique Family Care Center. 
It is all a part of our core value of “non-abandonment” – the 
commitment we make to our patients and their families every 
day. It’s one more reason why Calvary is Where Life Continues. 
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Download the Free 
Queens Library App
� Chat/text with a librarian

� Download e-books, music

� Find events

� Find books, videos

9844-3/14

Requirements:
Compatible with  
iPhone and iPad touch. 
Requires iPhone OS 2.2 
or later. WiFi, Edge, or 
3G network connection 
sometimes required.

Requirements:
Android 2.3 and higher. 
WiFi, Edge, or 3G network 
connection sometimes 
required.

www.queenslibrary.org ��������	
����	�����	����������������������������������	�������	����������	������	�������������	
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BY BILL PARRY

Sunnyside residents are 
mourning the loss of one of 
their most civic-minded neigh-
bors. For more than 40 years,  
Luke Adams immersed him-
self in community work as 
a president of the Sunnyside 
Chamber of Commerce and 
the Sunnyside Woodside Lions 
Club.

He was the leader of the 
Gateway Restoration project, 
which was responsible for 
the creation of the Sunnyside 
Arch, the neighborhood’s 
iconic symbol at 46th Street 
and Queens Boulevard. Ad-
ams was also a travel agent, 
a reporter and photographer 
as well as a  community histo-
rian.

Adams died Monday night 
after suffering a cardiac ar-
rest. He was 76. By his side was 
his longtime friend and collab-
orator Patricia Dorfman, the 
founder of SunnysideArtists.

“Luke Adams was a boost-
er of Sunnyside and Queens in 
the same way that Joe Sabba, 
Lou Lodati and others who 

created the ‘Small Town in the 
Big City’ slogan of the Sunny-
side Chamber of Commerce, 
which Luke cherished as his 
mission,” Dorfman said. “He 
was generous to a point that 
made him penniless. He was 
known for being so outspoken 
as to be alarming to many, but 
was responsible to a large de-
gree for the unity and frater-
nity among different ethnic, 
economic, religious and social 
groups in the area we still en-
joy today.”

By Tuesday morning, 
word of Adam’s death spread 
through social media. City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) posted 
on Facebook: “We are all sad-
dened by the news that Luke 
Adams has passed away. Luke 
loved Sunnyside like no other 
person and he was a neigh-
borhood treasure for many 
years.”

State Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) also paid tribute 
saying, “Luke Adams was a 
Sunnyside icon who dedicated 
his life to making the neigh-
borhood a better place, and he 

will be deeply missed. May his 
memory by eternal.”

When Adams became pres-
ident of the Sunnyside Cham-
ber of Commerce in 1981, he 

began collecting old photos of 
the neighborhood. Over sever-
al decades he would research 
each photo that was donated 
and create informative cap-

tions. Some of the photos in his 
“concise archive” dated back 
to the 1800s, including his fa-
vorite photo of the Sunnyside 
Hotel taken in 1869.

He stored thousands of re-
searched photos in an office 
at LaGuardia Community Col-
lege in the hopes of one day 
opening a historical museum. 

“I always wanted all the 
new people to appreciate Sun-
nyside and its history,” he 
said in a 2012 interview. “Only 
when you appreciate the place 
and the people that came be-
fore you can you take real 
pride in your neighborhood.”

After a funeral mass at 
St. Raphael’s in Sunnyside, 
Adams was scheduled to be 
buried Friday at the historic 
Maple Grove Cemetery in Kew 
Gardens. Maple Grove was 
established in 1875, six years 
after his favorite picture of the 
Sunnyside Hotel was photo-
graphed.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Community activist Luke Adams is remembered for his service to 
Sunnyside. Photo courtesy Patricia Dorfman

Sunnyside mourns loss of Luk Adams, 76

Ms. Naomi Lippman  Principal, General Studies  nalippman@haftr.org
Rabbi Gedaliah Oppen  Principal, Judaic Studies  geoppen@haftr.org

 Academic excellence in General Studies and 
 Limudei Kodesh in a warm and caring environment
 Outstanding record of college admissions and 

 post-High School Israel Yeshivot
 Strong focus on building character through 

 meaningful Chesed and Jewish activism projects

635 Central Avenue, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
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DRIVE 25  It’s The Law!
 

Crashes Are Preventable. Together, We Can Save Lives.

#25MPH

•  The speed limit is now 25 MPH, unless otherwise posted.
 
•  Drivers who drive 25 MPH or slower are better able to avoid crashes. 

•  Pedestrians who are struck by vehicles traveling at 25 MPH are half  
 as likely to die as pedestrians who are struck by vehicles at 30 MPH.

Oil & 
Bioheat fuel.
Savings. Service. Value.

Additional terms and conditions may apply. Some services may not be available in all areas. 
NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2014 Petro.  P_14472

petro.com petro mobile connect on

Call today for special offers! 1.866.539.5295

Oil Heat Ultra Low Sulfur Bioheat/Fuel

air emissions by over 70%

maintenance and a cleaner 
environment

Oil   |   Natural Gas 
Heating   |   Cooling 

For over 37 years, Huntington’s highly trained tutors have given students  
the skills, confidence, and motivation needed to get back on the right track.

   Academic evaluation identifies problem areas
 Programs tailored to address each student’s needs
   Highly trained tutors work individually with students

Since 1977, Huntington has helped improve skills, confidence, and grades.

©2014 Huntington Mark, LLC.  ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc.,  SAT and AP are registered trademarks of the College Board, PSAT/NMSQT is a 
registered trademark of the College Board and National Merit Scholarship Corporation; and none were involved in the production of, or endorses, this product.  
Huntington Learning Center®, the three-leaf logo, and 1 800 CAN LEARN® are registered trademarks of Huntington Mark, LLC. Each franchised Huntington 
Learning Center is operated under a franchise agreement with Huntington Learning Centers, Inc. *Offer valid for Academic Evaluation or Tuition, new students 
only. Not valid with any other offer.  HPA-BRONX-1114

CALL 1 800 CAN LEARN®

: HuntingtonHelps.com

SAVE $100*
WHEN YOU CALL TODAY! 

ACADEMIC SKILLS      SUBJECT TUTORING       EXAM PREP       

K-12 
 
 

Phonics

MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE 

 
 

 
Advanced Placement (AP) 

Regents  

     ACADEMIC SKILLS 
TIRED OF FIGHTING 
OVER GRADES?
HUNTINGTON CAN HELP. 

Huntington is accredited by Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA). 
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The Clearview Senior Golf Club 
celebrated a banner year at its annual 
awards dinner last month at Verdi’s 
Catering Restaurant in Whitestone.

More than 100 members attended 
the gala which honored the top golfers 
from each of the club’s three flights.

Club President John Yacovone 
announced the champion from each 
flight — Frank Chin (“A” Flight); Tony 
Rivera (“B” Flight); and Sam Ioannucci 
(“C” Flight).

The Clearview Senior Golf Club, 
started in 1975, has more than 80 mem-
bers playing every Wednesday from 

April through October at Clearview 
Golf Course. The club hosts various 
skills competitions, sponsors one-day 
and weekly trips to resorts, and also 
hosts The Fall Classic golf tournament 
at the Clearview course in September.

Membership is now open for the 
2015 season.  Candidates 60 years of 
age or older interested in joining the 
Club can contact Dan O’Donnell at 
(646) 998-4756.

Dues are $100 per year, which cov-
ers the club’s uniform and free partici-
pation at various club events.

The honored winners of the 2014 Clearview Senior Golf Club League Play Championships 
are (from l. to r.), Tony Rivera ("B" Flight), Sam Ioannucci ("C" Flight), and Frank Chin (“A” 
Flight). Photo Provided

Clearview Senior Golf 
Club honors winners

On November 20, 2014, the Hun-
tington Learning Center will cel-
ebrate National Parental Involve-
ment Day. Founded in 1995 by 
Project Appleseed, a nonprofit ed-
ucational advocacy organization 
based in St. Louis, Missouri, Na-
tional Parental Involvement Day 
honors and underscores the pow-
erful contributions that parents 
and caregivers provide to support 
their students’ success. 

“Studies continue to show that 
parental involvement is one of 
the most consistent predictors of 
a child’s academic achievement,” 
says Eileen Huntington of Hun-
tington Learning Center. “Hun-
tington is pleased to celebrate Na-
tional Parental Involvement Day 
and promote to parents and our 
greater community the impor-
tance of being involved in our chil-
dren’s education and holding high 
expectations for our students.”

The Huntington Learning Cen-
ter will host a number of activi-
ties that encourage parents to be a 
part of their children’s school and 
academic experience. In addition, 
Huntington offers free workshops 
for parents throughout the year 
on topics such as homework help, 
summer learning, SAT/PSAT/ACT 
exam prep and preparing students 
for a successful school year. 

Huntington also offers par-
ents a number of ideas to get in-
volved in their child’s education:

1. Read together every night for 
at least 20 minutes.

2. Talk about school at home ev-
ery day. Keep the lines of commu-
nication open about school issues.

3. Get to know your child’s 
teacher by attending parent-
teacher conferences, volunteering 
in the classroom and through reg-
ular communication.

4. Encourage your child to ask 
his or her teacher questions about 
class expectations and together 
set goals for your child to achieve 
those goals.

5. Talk with your child’s teacher 
about how you can best support 
your child at home.

6. Help your child with home-
work each night by being on hand 
for questions and checking his or 
her work.

7. Teach your child to develop a 
trusted organizational system for 
keeping track of assignments and 
homework.

8. Attend school events as a fam-
ily and get to know the teachers and 
other staff at your child’s school.

9. Visit your child’s classroom 
as a guest speaker and share more 
on a subject about which you are 
knowledgeable. For example, for 
an upcoming science day, a par-
ent who is an engineer could offer 
some real-world career informa-
tion and insight.

10. Create a family homework 
center, complete with a homework 
calendar. Spend time each evening 
discussing your child’s to-dos and 
bigger projects on the horizon, and 
have him or her keep all important 
dates on the calendar so you can 
help keep things on track.

To learn more about National 
Parent Involvement Day, visit www.
projectappleseed.org. For more 
information about Huntington 
Learning Center and its upcoming 
events, contact Laura Gehringer 
at Huntington Learning Center — 
201-975-9431, gehringerl@hlcmail.
com or visit www.huntingtonhelps.
com.

Lastly, Huntington reminds 
parents to make school a house-
hold priority. “Your role as a par-
ent is to create and uphold a home 
environment that is conducive to 
learning and education,” Hunting-
ton says. “Project Appleseed says 
that when parents are involved in 
children’s learning in school and 
at home, schools work better and 
students flourish—and this is ab-
solutely true. On National Paren-
tal Involvement Day and always, 
we encourage parents to seek ways 
to join their children’s schools in 
giving students the best education 
possible.” 

Huntington is the tutoring and 
test prep leader. Its certified tutors 
provide individualized instruc-
tion in reading, phonics, writing, 
study skills, elementary and mid-
dle school math, Algebra through 
Calculus, Chemistry, and other 
sciences. It preps for the SAT and 
ACT, as well as state and standard-
ized exams. Huntington programs 
develop the skills, confidence, and 
motivation to help students succeed 
and meet the needs of Common 
Core State Standards. Founded in 
1977, Huntington’s mission is to 
give every student the best educa-
tion possible.

Learn how Huntington can help 
at www.huntingtonhelps.com.

For franchise opportunities 
please visit www.huntingtonfran-
chise.com.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Huntington Learning Center 
Celebrates National  

Parental Involvement Day
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MESPACHTES INDIAN 1638

We Treat You Like Family

(718) 335-1300
MASPETHFEDERAL.COM

WISH YOU COULD 
BREAK FREE OF
CHECKING FEES?

Maspeth Federal
Savings offers
Free Checking!

• FREE Visa Debit
Card

• Access to
over 50,000
Surcharge
Free ATMs

• FREE Online
Banking & 
Bill Pay

• No  Minimum
Balance or
Monthly
Service Fees

OPEN A CHECKING
ACCOUNT WITH

MASPETH FEDERAL
SAVINGS TODAY!
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Aging gracefully
There are several old houses in Queens. The oldest? The Lent-Riker-
Smith Homestead in East Elmhurst is celebrating its 358th birthday. 
Here is a look at what this ancient dwelling looks like today. (Clockwise 
from l.), The home, overgrown with ivy, is mostly hidden from view to 
passers-by; the mudroom is full of chalkware figurines given out as car-
nival prizes during the first half of the 20th century; the living room 
contains wooden frames carved by Michael Smith’s great-granfather 
and a flag that was flown over the U.S. Capitol; the view of the rear of 
the house from the garden; a Romantic Garden outside the home; and a 
group of visitors enjoy the latest tour of Lent-Riker-Smith Homestead.  

Photos by Bill Parry.
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“I tried to get a loan last 
year (through the Small Busi-
ness Administration) and it 
was impossible,” Bruccoleri 
said.

“Try it again and tell them 
you’ve met with me,” Contre-
ras responded.

Contreras said the SBA 
implemented this year no fee 
for loans under $150,000 to help 
small business.

“Being able to visit com-
munities across the country 
such as Bayside ... lets me see 
and hear firsthand how we 
can continue to grow entrepre-
neurship across the nation,” 
Contreras said.

The visit included a stop at 
Teaspoon Bake Shop, where 
Contreras bought pumpkin 
bread, and at Karma Boutique.

“This is such a beautiful 
store,” Contreras told Karma’s 
owner Margaret Papacostas.

“I am very happy, the com-
munity is great here,” said Pa-
pacostas, who opened the Bell 
Boulevard boutique 11 years 
ago. 

Also joining the visit were 
Assemblyman Ed Braunstein 
(D-Bayside) and representa-

tives form the Bayside Busi-
ness Association and the 
Bayside Village Business Im-
provement District.

“These are the leaders of 
the community,” Braunstein 
said. “I am glad you (Contre-
ras) volunteer time to improve 
business climate here.”

The group walked several 

blocks on Bell Boulevard.
“Small businesses are the 

backbone of the Queens econ-
omy,” Meng said. “We must 
ensure they get the tools they 
need to succeed.”

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 14 

SBA

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 68

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 

Maria Contreras (middle), head of the Small Business Administration, 
and U.S. Rep. Grace Meng tour one of the small businesses located along 
Bell Boulevard’s commercial strip.  Photo by Juan Soto

Prosecutors push 
prison for pill doc

BY ALEX ROBINSON
 
Prosecutors are asking a 

judge to give a doctor 10 to 20 
years in prison for illegally 
prescribing lethal doses to 
two patients from his Flush-
ing clinic.

Dr. Stan Li, a 60-year-old 
New Jersey anesthesiologist, 
was found guilty in July of 
198 counts in all, including 
manslaughter, reckless en-
dangerment, and criminal 
sale of a prescription for a 
controlled substance.

Prosecutors claimed Li re-
peatedly misled the jury dur-
ing his 18-week trial and that 
he never expressed remorse 
for his actions.

“Most offensively, while 
(the) defendant claimed to 
have believed his patients 
and cared about them, he re-
peatedly disclaimed respon-
sibility for any overdoses on 
the grounds that his patients 
had never overdosed in front 
of him,” prosecutors said in 
court documents. “Obviously, 

[the] defendant was willing to 
say anything to avoid convic-
tion.”

Li was convicted of man-
slaughter in the 2011 death of 
Flushing resident Nicholas 
Rappold, 21, and the 2009 de-
mise of Long Island resident 
Joseph Haeg, 37.

Both Rappold and Haeg 
had each been prescribed 
more than 500 pills by Li in 
the weeks leading up to their 
deaths, Special Narcotics 
Prosecutor Bridget Bren-
nan’s office said.

Rappold was found dead 
in his car in September 2011 
with a half bottle of Xanax 
on his person that Li had pre-
scribed just three days ear-
lier, according to Brennan.

Prosecutors contended Li 
had given Rappold both Xa-
nax and oxycodone, a com-
bination the medical exam-
iner determined caused his 
death.

Li was arrested in Novem-
ber 2011, following Rappold’s 
death.
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Greater Jamaica
Dozens of Queens business owners converged for the Gala for Greater 
Jamaica Development Corporation. (Pictured clockwise from left), 
Executive assistant Mashieka Lewis poses with two guests; Archie 
Spigner (l.), Joel Bergstein (middle), and Kenneth Fisher (r.) pose to-
gether; Derek Irby (l.) and Aaron Schwartz; more guests take time to 
mingle during the event; business owners stop for a moment; and one 
of the night’s community service honorees, Tonya Cantlo-Cockfield is 
joined by her husband, Rev. Alfred Cockfield (r.) and her parents (l.).  

Photos by Nat Valentine
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Carroll Alvarado

Gina Palermo

Gina Palermo
Carroll Alvarado

FIELD DAYS

It was a big week for the teams in Queens, and not 
just because the New York Mets signed Michael 
Cuddyer and Jacob DeGrom won the Rookie of the 
Year. The area high school athletes took the field 
and some walked away champions. Aviation won the 
Class A boys’ soccer city title and Grover Cleveland 
won the Class B crown in boys’ soccer. On the grid-
iron, area football teams are preparing for their own 
playoff runs with sights set on PSAL championship 
glory. (Clockwise from l.), A Bayside player tries to 
elude the McKee defense; Aviation coach Mario 
Cotumaccio is interviewed by reporters following 
his team’s city championship win; Bayside’s Branden 
Cohen attempts to stop a run by a McKee player; 
and Grover Cleveland celebrates its PSAL Class B 
boys’ soccer title.

UNCLESTEVESNY.COM

Introducing Steve Schirripa’s organic tomato sauce
made with tomatoes from Italy in three delicious

flavors: Marinara, Tomato Basil and zesty Arrabiata.
Available at fine retailers.  For a complete list of stores,

recipes and online orders visit unclestevesny.com.

Steve Schirripa of “The Sopranos”presents:Steve Schirripa of “The Sopranos”presents:

NEW!

Don’t leave New York without it!
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 

h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up.

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI G37
$19,595

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, 
Moonroof, cruise, p/s, 
leather, Alloys, Tilt, 
39k, Stk #1233. 

2010 LEXUS LS460
$27,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2013 INFINITI JX35
Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, 
cruise, p/s, leather, 
Alloys, Tilt, 9,700 
miles, Stk #7675. 

$37,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$36,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

2013 BMW X5
Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, 
Moonroof, cruise, p/s, 
leather, Alloys, Tilt, 
39k, Stk #3822.

$32,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$18,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

2011 MERCEDES E350
$22,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1318. 
15k miles.

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766 VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity 
of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not 
responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. ̂ ^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up
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CARS STARTING 
AS LOW AS

$2,995!

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

ML-350
'11 MERCEDES

$21,888
Stk# 5589, 25k mi.

BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

MDX
'11 ACURA

$21,995
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>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

MANY MORE LIKE THIS 
TO CHOOSE FROM!

BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

EXPLORER
'14 FORD

$22,995

OF WHAT YOU'RE LOOKING FOR
ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 20k 1226 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400 
 2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee, 19k 1934 $16,900 
 2012 Infiniti G37x, 9k 7774 $19,595

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995

BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1318

E350
'11 MERCEDES

$22,888

BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 39k miles, Stk#3822

X5 Xdrive35i
'13 BMW

$32,995
BUY FOR:

Stk# 1233, 39k mi.PLUS TAX & TAGS

LS 460
'10 LEXUS

$27,995

COROLLA2013 TOYOTA

$103BUY 
FOR: Stk# 2595, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD2014 HONDA

BUY 
FOR: Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$139
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 15k miles, 
Stk#1034

SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA BUY FOR:

$13,995 PLUS TAX & TAGSAuto, 6 cyl,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 9k miles, 

Stk#10085

PILOT
'14 HONDA BUY FOR: $19,995

PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 72k miles, 
Stk#7278

ESCAPE
'12 FORD BUY FOR:

$10,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, 

p/s, p/b, 15k miles, 
Stk#6879

CAMARO
'14 CHEVY BUY FOR:

$16,995PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 11k miles, 
Stk#7453

ROGUE
'13 NISSAN BUY FOR:

$15,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto,  A/C, p/s, 
p/b, 14k miles, 

Stk#3824

C300^
'11 MERCEDES BUY FOR:

$18,995
PLUS TAX & TAGSAuto, 4 cyl,  A/C, 

p/s, p/b, 10k miles, 
Stk#10024

FUSION
'14 FORD BUY FOR: $13,995

PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, 
p/opts, 28k miles, 
Stk#3640

ELANTRA
'13 HYUNDAI BUY FOR:

$8,995
PLUS TAX & TAGSAuto, 4 cyl,  A/C, 

p/s, p/b, 31k miles, 
Stk#5650

CIVIC
'12 HONDA BUY FOR:

$9,995
PLUS TAX & TAGSAuto, 4 cyl,  A/C, 

p/s, p/b, 21k miles, 
Stk#1404

CAMRY
'12 TOYOTA BUY FOR: $10,995
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BY BILL PARRY

The president of the Dutch Kills 
Civic Association has stepped down af-
ter realizing that fellow members are 
resistant to change.

Dominic Stiller, the owner of the 
popular restaurant Dutch Kills Cen-
traal and an engineering company 
named DSENY Building Services, sub-
mitted his letter of resignation Mon-
day.

“There is a recent awareness in the 
city and country about the importance 
of providing livable streets, reducing 
vehicular fatalities and encouraging 
alternative forms of green commut-
ing and transport, while encouraging 
walking by keeping the sidewalks free 
from vehicles,” Stiller wrote in the let-
ter. “This will hopefully be successfully 
implemented by a new cultural aware-
ness that is sweeping the region. I wish 
Dutch Kills Civic Association had an 
interest and awareness and open mind 
to lead or at least support this cultural 
change locally.  It doesn’t.”

Stiller believes that board mem-
bers are more concerned with keeping 
street space as the exclusive property 
of car owners alone. 

“This view is short-sighted and un-
sustainable, and instead of working 
for the greater good it is working for a 
small minority as the vast majority of 
Dutch Kills residents do not own cars,” 
he wrote.

Stiller was to have finished his 
term at the end of December but de-
cided to walk away after incoming 
President Thea Romano called for a 
vote to proclaim that the Dutch Kills 
Civic Association is against any busi-
ness taking automobile parking space 
away, something Stiller had tried to do 
at his restaurant.

“This vote is a reaction to my busi-
ness’s recent application to have a 

bicycle corral installed by the DOT 
in front of Dutch Kills Centraal,” the 
letter continued. “Our intention is to 
increase and legitimize cycling as a 
mode of transportation, reducing our 
dependence on foreign oil, and make 
our streets safer. These ideas are im-
portant to me.”

As current civic vice president, Ro-
mano will take over immediately. 

“He resigned because he’s upset 
that Community Board 1 and the civic 
association board turned down his re-
quest for a bike corral. He’s upset and 
he’s taking it personally. We’re against 
any plan that would take away parking 
spaces. We had other suggestions like a 
bike rack on the sidewalk, but he didn’t 
want that because it would impede his 
outdoor cafe seating. It’s definitely all 
about the business with him.”

In closing, Stiller wrote that he 
hoped his resignation would make the 
board aware of his commitment to al-
ternative methods of urban quality of 
life improvements. 

“As Dutch Kills moves into the 21st 
century, these changes will be inevi-
table,” his letter said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

The fund-raising arm of the Queens 
Library named Vincent Arcuri Jr., the 
new president of its board of directors.

Arcuri, a longtime member of Com-
munity Board 5 who grew up in Glen-
dale, had a 40-year career in construc-
tion before he retired.

“I know the importance of the li-
brary to the community and how much 
it needs the support of the private and 
philanthropic sectors,” he said. “It’s a 

privilege to help the foundation create 
connections and drive that support.”

He is also a member of a long list of 
organizations, including the Queens 
County Traffic Safety Council, the 
borough president’s Aviation Advisory 
Council and the Advisory Board of the 
Greater Ridgewood Historical Society

— Alex Robinson

Dominic Stiller, with wife Jean, re-
signs as president of the Dutch Kills 
Civic Association because he believes 
the board won't embrace change. 

Photo courtesy Dominic Stiller

Library names fund-raising prez

Dutch Kills leader 
resigns from civic 
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THE CENTER FOR JEWISH STUDIES AT QUEENS COLLEGE

www.qc.cuny.edu/centerforjewishstudies | 718-997-5730 or 4530

Jewish Lecture Series 
All Jewish Lecture Series events are free and open to the public.

Annual Commemoration of  
Kristallnacht and Recommitment to 

Combating Anti-Semitism and Hatred
Keynote Address:

“Against All Odds Change is Possible: A Personal Journey”
Dr. Bernd Wollschlaeger

Sunday, November 16, 2014, 2–4 pm
LeFrak Concert Hall

Presented by the  
Resnick Family and  

Sinai Chapels,  
Fresh Meadows, Queens, NY

Dr. Bernd 
Wollschlaeger, 
an award-winning 
physician in 
Aventura, Florida, 
highly regarded 

for eminent work within the 
profession, is also the author of 
several books, which include 
A German Life: Against All 
Odds Change is Possible. In this 
autobiography he describes his 
struggle growing up in Germa-
ny in the shadow of his father, 
a highly-decorated WWII tank 
commander and Nazi officer. 
Eventually young Wollschlae-
ger would convert to Judaism; 
immigrate to Israel—where he 
completed his medical edu-
cation, and serve in the Israel 
Defense Forces as a Medical 
Officer.The program will include 

a candle-lighting ceremony 
with six Holocaust Survivors, 
or their children, escorted by 
student fellows from the Center 
for  Ethnic, Racial, and Religious 
Understanding, each  of whom 
makes a commitment to com-
bat anti-Semitism and hatred 
after introducing a Survivor.  In 
addition there will be a multi-
cultural invocation  and audio-
visual and musical interludes. 

Organized by the Center for 
Jewish Studies and the Center 
for Ethnic, Racial & Religious Un-
derstanding at Queens College, 
the Queens Jewish Community 
Council, Kupferberg Holocaust 
Research Center and Archives 
at Queensborough Community 
College, and others.

For LeFrak Concert Hall, there is free parking in Lot 15 on Reeves Avenue 
(behind the Music Building) and easy elevator access to the concert hall.

 

 

Vision Zero
Town Hall Meeting
Sponsored by Council Member 
Mark S. Weprin

For more info, 
call (718) 468-0137

November 17 at 7:30 PM
MS 172Q Auditorium, 81-14 257th Street
Learn about Vision Zero and the new 25 MPH speed 
limit from guest speakers from the NYC Department 
of Transportation and the NYPD
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Changing careers often 
involves heading to school
Thinking about returning 

to school as a way to restart 
your career, enter a new field 
or complete the degree you 
never finished? 

Now may be the time. 
Adults are flocking back to 
school, with nearly 4 million 
people ages 35 and older en-
rolled in a degree-granting 
institution, according to the 
National Center for Education 
Statistics. In fact, adults have 
become the fastest-growing 
demographic in universities 
across the United States.

Driven by the desire to im-

prove earnings, change one’s 
life-style or reinvigorate the 
way one feels about going to 
work every day, going back 
to school could be the first 
step to getting there. The first 
step of course, is determining 
your professional goals and 
what experience is needed to 
achieve them. Even if you are 
not set on the exact goal, this 
process is essential in helping 
you arrive at the right field for 
you to explore.

With back-to-school sea-
son upon us, many may find 
themselves thinking about a 

teaching profession. A Decem-
ber 2013 survey conducted by 
Harris Interactive on behalf 
of Kaplan University’s School 
of Graduate Education found 
that 32 percent of Americans 
have considered a career in 
teaching. Additionally, the 
survey found 60 percent of par-
ents believe they would make 
good teachers.

If you think the education 
field might be a good fit for you, 
there are online tools that can 
help you make the right deci-
sion regarding your future. 
One of the newest such tools 

is Kaplan’s new Virtual Advi-
sor. It guides users through a 
series of questions and scenar-
ios, offering interesting facts 
and information about many 
different education careers, 
from teaching and educational 
psychology to college and uni-
versity administration. At the 
end, Virtual Advisor analyzes 
your answers and recommends 
the best education degree for 
you at Kaplan. While Virtual 
Advisor is a great resource 
for guidance in the education 
career space, there are other 
tools on the market for those 

exploring other careers, from 
government-sponsored web-
sites to online career quizzes 
and surveys.

A new career in the edu-
cation field may give you the 
fulfillment you desire and nu-
merous job opportunities are 
available. There is a demand 
for teachers in many cities 
across the United States, but 
also consider various educa-
tion career paths outside the 
classroom that may align with 
your aspirations. Many build 
on skills you may already 

Continued on Page 40

Get ready. Get set.
Get ahead.

Astoria 
718-726-MATH

Bayside 
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718-544-MATH
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FREE TRIAL! With ad.
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have.
For example, if you 

have a background in 
psychology or would like 
to pursue the field, a mas-
ter of science in educa-
tional psychology might 
be a good option. With 

this degree, you’ll learn 
how to build, implement, 
evaluate and improve in-
structional and training 
materials and programs 
for use in K-12 programs, 
colleges, corporate or 
military environments.

Those who have a love 
for technology or a knack 
for instruction design 

might consider a master 
of science in education in 
instructional technology. 
In this program, you’ll fo-
cus on the design, devel-
opment and evaluation of 
instructional programs, 
materials and media in 
K-12 programs, higher 
education, corporate and 
military environments.

If your interests lie 
with helping people and 
being involved in educa-
tion at the college level, a 
master of science in high-
er education will teach 
you the specialized skills 
you need to teach online 
or on campus, work as a 
college administration 
leader or pursue a stu-
dent affairs position. To 
learn more about these 
and other education 
degrees, you can visit 
www.kaplanuniversity.
edu/education.aspx.

No matter what you 
decide to go back to 
school for, make sure 
you follow your passion. 
This is the best path to 
self-fulfillment and a re-
warding new career.

Pressures can outweigh benefi ts in sports 
The benefits for children 

playing sports are plentiful. 
Teamwork, setting and ac-
complishing goals, develop-
ing small motor skills and 
the physical activity are just a 
few, and they can take a child 
far toward becoming a well-
developed person - even if 
they don’t pursue sports pro-
fessionally as an adult.

However, playing sports 
can increase a child’s poten-
tial for suffering from anxi-
ety, stress or feeling burned 
out, says Dr. Mirjam Quinn, 
assistant professor in Illinois 
School of Professional Psy-
chology at Argosy University, 
Chicago. And these negatives 
could affect a child so pro-
foundly that other aspects of 
the child’s identity are not de-
veloped. The pressure to per-
form is costing children and 
their families the benefits of 
playing sports at a young age.

“There is too much pres-
sure on parents and children 
alike to be the best, to be spe-
cial, to be ‘truly gifted,’” says 
Alan Nathan, an associate 
professor in the Clinical Psy-

chology program at the Ameri-
can School of Professional Psy-
chology at Argosy University, 
Washington, D.C. “Parents are 
often made to feel that if they 
don’t make their child shine 
over and above the rest, the al-
ternative is a life of failure.”

While some parents see the 
purpose of sports is to help 
their children remain healthy 
and develop positive life skills, 
others can feel that sports are 

a vehicle for college scholar-
ships and careers as profes-
sional athletes. That means 
that sports for children are 
becoming more competitive 
and the family is becoming 
more invested in the game. 
“With more and more youth 
sports being played within 
‘club teams,’ families who can 
afford the costs for the club’s 
coaching, travel to tourna-
ments, and private coaching 

are often seen as better sport 
parents,” says Quinn. “With 
the individual sports like golf, 
tennis, figure skating and 
gymnastics, it is even more of 
a status symbol to have a child 
who has achieved some level of 
success.”

Kids are careful observers, 
and the actions a parent takes 
can send an unintended mes-
sage, especially when it comes 
to the child’s performance in 
the sport.

“When kids see their par-
ents one-up each other over 
their children’s sports per-
formance, they get the mes-
sage loud and clear - ‘You are 
more worthwhile when you 
do well,’” says Nathan. “Pro-
viding external rewards (in-
cluding praise) and focusing 
on performance rather than 
the process of learning saps 
children of all enjoyment of 
the activity. Their motivation 
shifts from intrinsic rewards 
(like feelings of competence, 
pride and enjoyment) to exter-
nal rewards (like performance 
evaluation and praise). Many 
kids become dependent on the 

external rewards and their 
self-esteem crumbles when 
they do not win.”

The difference between a 
kid who benefits from orga-
nized sports and one who is 
crushed under the pressure 
depends on whether or not that 
child has parents and coaches 
who foster a healthy attitude 
toward sports. While keeping 
your children front of mind 
during their sports activities 
can be a challenge for some 
parents, it is a necessity.

“The most important issue 
is that the child enjoys his or 
her participation in the sport 
and feels his or her parents are 
supportive,” said Nathan.

“If you are a parent and you 
find yourself becoming emo-
tionally wrapped up in your 
child’s performance in sports, 
academics or advanced basket-
weaving, it is probably time to 
take a step back and remind 
yourself that it’s your kid who 
is out there, not you,” cautions 
Quinn. “At the end of the day, 
your child is a worthwhile per-
son, regardless of whether she 
does well or fails outright.”

How to decrease children’s sick days
Studies show that children in 

daycare or attending school can 
catch up to 12 common viral infec-
tions each year and that each of 
these infections can last seven to 
10 days. Getting sick is commonly 
seen as part of growing up but the 
good news for parents is that you 
can help support your child’s im-
mune system.

Here are five things you can do 
to potentially help reduce the 12 
viral infections a kid can encoun-
ter in just one year.

• Review hand-washing tech-
niques. This classic practice still 
remains one of the most effective 
ways to eliminate germs. You’ve 
probably already taught your chil-
dren how to wash their hands, but 
are they finishing too quickly? 
Each hand-washing session should 
last about 20 seconds, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC). That’s long 
enough for children to sing the 
ABCs twice. Children should also 
know to wash their hands before 
eating, making food or handling a 
baby, and after going to the bath-
room, playing outside, touching 

an animal or sneezing.
• Are your child’s vaccinations 

up to date? Vaccinations won’t 
prevent your child from catching 
a cold, but they can protect him 
from more serious illnesses like 
the flu. You can find more infor-
mation on the proper immuniza-
tion schedule for your child by 
visiting the CDC’s website.

• Support their immune sys-
tem. Research shows deficiencies 
in zinc and vitamins A, C, D and E 
can reduce the overall function of 
the immune system. 

• Avoid exposing your child to 
others who are sick. If your child’s 
best friend is sick, the play date 
will have to wait. Remember, chil-
dren are contagious before their 
symptoms actually show and 
distancing your kids from those 
who are physically coughing or 
sneezing lowers their risk of get-
ting sick.

• Sometimes it’s good not to 
share. OK, this probably isn’t a 
life lesson you want your child fol-
lowing most of the time, but some 
things are better kept to them-
selves. Bottles, utensils and cups 
should not be shared between chil-
dren, as bacteria is easily trans-
ferred through saliva. Make sure 
your child has his own lunch and 
that he knows not to share with 
or borrow from other students at 
mealtime.

While cooler temperatures 
and the continuing school year in-
crease your child’s risk of catching 
an illness, your child can reduce 
his risk for getting sick. Employ 
the tips above and you can help 
your child stay safe and healthy 
this school year. 

Career
Continued from Page 39 
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

The 2014-15 theater season 
kicked off with the return of 
a breezy comedy and the pre-
miere of a heavy-handed drama 
this past weekend in Queens. 

Sandy Rustin’s Noël Cow-
ard-esque play, “The Cot-

tage,” which debuted last fall 
at the Astoria Performing 
Arts Center, is back in the 
borough with several new cast 
members and a tighter script 

at Queens Theatre in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park.

Rustin said she wanted to 
write a show that followed the 
structure of a Coward comedy, 
but provided meatier roles for 
the women in the cast.  

And the three actresses 
— Michelle Federer as Syl-
via, Bailey Frankenberg as 
Dierdre and Maria Couch as 
Marjorie — deliver delicious-

ly funny performances that 
have been fleshed out into real 
characters. 

Federer and Frankenberg, 
along with Justin Packard’s 
Clarke,  represent the new ad-
ditions to the cast.  Whether 
tackling the part for the first 
time, or reprising the role, 
each of the actors does an ex-
cellent job of playing all of this 
straight, which only makes it 
that much funnier. 

“The Cottage” is set in an 
English countryside cottage 
during the early 1920s, and fol-
lows the various infidelities 
of three couples, Beau and his 
wife, Marjorie; Clarke and his 
wife, Sylvia; and Dierdre and 
her newly minted ex-husband, 
Richard.

Beau is carrying on a one-
night-a-year affair with his 
sister-in-law, Sylvia, while also 

finding time to fool around 
with Dierdre. His brother 
Clarke, Sylvia’s husband, is 
having an affair with Beau’s 
wife Marjorie. And Richard, 
may or may not be a serial 
killer. 

The convoluted setup sim-
ply adds to the fun of the pro-
ceedings. 

A couple of telegrams 
dashed off to unsuspecting 
spouses followed by a series 
of knocks on the door and yet 
another round of secrets re-
vealed keep the show zipping 
along at breakneck speed.  

Director Adam Dannheis-
ser deserves praise for his 
light-handed touch. Too often 
comedies of this nature re-
lay on slamming doors and 
screeching actors to remind 
the audience that what we are 

Michelle Federer as Sylvia (l. to r.), Jason Loughlin as Beau, Maria Couch 
as Marjorie and Justin Packard as Clarke in Queens Theatre’s “The 
Cottage.”  Photo by Mark Levine

Continued on Page 4
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‘The Cottage’ offers comedy at Queens Theatre 
as ‘In the Bones’ brings grief to APAC
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PRODUCTIONS

“South Pacifi c” — Rodgers 
and Hammerstein’s musical 
set during WW II includes 
the classical songs “Some 
Enchanted Evening,” “I’m 
Going Wash That Man Right 
Out of My Hair” and “Nothing 
Like a Dame.”
When: Through Nov. 16, 
Saturdays at  8 pm, Sundays 
at 3 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Garden 
Jewish Center, 13-00 209th 
St., Bayside
Cost: $22/adults, $20/
seniors and children under 12
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.
theatrebythebayny.com

“Thoroughly Modern Millie” 
— Based on the 1967 movie, this 
musical comedy tells the story 
of a small-town girl, who moves 
to New York City to marry for 
money rather than love.
When: Through Nov. 16, 
Saturdays at 8 pm, Sundays 
at 3 pm
Where: Free Synagogue of 
Flushing, 41-60 Kissena Blvd., 

Flushing
Cost: $18/general admission, 
$15/seniors and children 12 
and under
Contact: (718) 428-8681
Website: www.
spotlightonstage.com/fsfctg.
htm

“The Cottage” — Sandy 
Rustin’s homage to Noël 
Coward’s English comedies, 
which had its world premiere 
last fall in Astoria, returns to 
Queens for another run.
When: Through Nov. 16, 
Fridays at 8 pm (with a Nov. 
14, 2 pm matinee), Saturdays 
at 2 pm and 8 pm, and 
Sundays at 3 pm, 
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: $25 - $42
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org

“In the Bones” — The 
world premiere of Cody 
Daigle’s drama focuses on 
the aftermath of a returning 

soldier’s suicide.
When: Through Nov. 22, 
Thursday - Saturday at 8 pm, 
Saturday at 2 pm
Where: Astoria Performing 
Arts Center, 30-44 Crescent 
St., Astoria
Cost: $18, $12/seniors and 
students
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“Three Sisters” — The 
Gingerbread Players present 
Anton Chekhov’s play about 
the decay of Russian’s 
privileged class.
When: Through Nov. 16, 
Saturdays and Sundays
Where: Saint Luke’s Church, 85 
Greenway South, Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 268-7772
Website: www.
gingerbreadplayers.org

“The Gingerbread Lady” 
— Neil Simon wrote this 
dramedy about a recovering 
alcoholic lounge singer, which 
was the basis for the Marsha 
Mason movie “Only When I 
Laugh.”

Continued on Page 4
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BY MERLE EXIT

There will be a crash land-
ing on the stage of the Perform-
ing Arts Center at Queensbor-
ough Community College.

Aliens, dressed in white 
from the planet Voca, will 
then attempt to recharge via 
contact with the audience 
through brainwaves of our 
music’s greatest hits.

The curtain will open for 
a performance of “The Voca 
People” on Sunday, Nov. 16, at 
3 p.m., at the Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center on 
the campus of Queensborough 
Community College (222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside).

“The Voca People” is an 
international, intergalac-
tic vocal musical sensation 
which combines a capella and 
beat box to create a music 
and comedy experience that 
guarantees a great time for 
all ages.

“The Voca People speak the 
universal language of music,” 
said Susan Agin, executive 
and artistic director at QPAC. 
“That’s what makes this con-
cert so right for Queens, the 
most ethnically diverse urban 

area in the world.”
The cast of eight includes: 

Captain Beat On; Scratcher; 

Tubas; Tenoro; Alta; Mezzo; 
Bari-tone; and Soprana.

They communicate to each 

other in their alien language 
but not to and with the audi-
ence. Expect more than 70 

songs with choreography and 
mime, most with lyrics and 
others simply the tunes. There 
will be both medleys and sin-
gle songs of several eras and 
genres as they delve through a 
history of music.

You will hear the likes of 
classical, jazz, show tunes, 
and many of the hits you have 
heard on the radio.

The cast also will come out 
into the audience and choose 
members to join them on stage. 
Prepare for anything.

One of the favorites is a 
five-minute tribute to the clas-
sic rock band Queen. Then 
again, the entire performance 
may be one of the most enter-
taining shows you have come 
across.

If you miss this last U.S. 
performance, who knows 
when they will return, or from 
where.

For tickets, call (718) 631-
6311.

The Voca People perform 
their unique acapella sound at 
Queensborough Performing Arts 
Center this weekend.  

Photo courtesy Kfir Bolotin

Voca People bring their sound to Bayside

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361  (718) 229-5319
Monday–Friday 3:30pm–11pm  

Saturday 4pm–midnight  Sunday 1pm–10pm
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ELEGANT AND TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

www.JimmysBayside.com

PRIVATE 
PARTIES 

and 
CATERING 
available 

for all 
occasions
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By Ed Canty

Etched in Stone
Across
1. Pop icon?
6. "No prob!"
11. 1/24 case
14. Milk top, once
15. Cowboy's lasso
16. GI's entertainer
17. Lake Stone
19. Tach measure
20. "Gotcha!"
21. Distributes
23. Prepare to fight!
26. Sounding wowed
27. Compels
28. John, Sean or 
Julian
30. Writer Dinesen
31. Sportscaster Jim
32. 3.14 or 4.0
35. Little john?
36. Like Dalmatians
38. '60s 
battleground
39. Storm center
40. Congress staffers
41. "Molto ___!"
42. Antacid brand
44. Makes into 
confetti
46. Where spirits 
meet?
48. Central New 
York tribe
49. ___ blanche
50. Newborn
52. Boat with a 
double standard?
53. DPW's stone
58. 1 or 66: Abbr.

59. Not worth ___
60. Give right of way
61. Word on a gift tag
62. "Ransom" 
actress Rene
63. Daggers of yore

Down
1. Angel dust, 
briefly
2. Ending for ranch 
or canyon
3. Author
4. Schlemiel
5. Post-workout words
6. Become 
apparent
7. 1980 NFL MVP
8. A shirt tag may 
tickle it
9. "Thanks, but I 

already ___"
10. Forgave
11. Canadian stone
12. Colorado ski city
13. Chinese food 
request
18. Swing-set set
22. "I get it now!"
23. Use TurboTax
24. "You have __ in 
the matter!"
25. Cemetary stone
26. ___ in a blue 
moon
28. Type of paint
29. M.D.'s who may 
cure snoring
31. Aborted, at 
NASA
33. 2008 Beijing 
Olympics mascot

34. Totally unkempt
36. It's touched by 
the thumb
37. Lose luster
41. United Kingdom
43. Worker on the 
mound?
44. Bump in the 
road
45. Eight English 
kings
46. Boa
47. Kept an ___ 
the ground
48. ___ a good start
50. Citizens: Suffix
51. Nice negatives
54. Critical hosp. wing
55. Victory sign
56. Eleven starters
57. Grp. in Utah

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48

49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63
 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

BEJEWELED
C E D A R F L O W S P H D
A M U S E R E L E T E E R
R U B Y T U E S D A Y A G O

L I N T S S P A R E S
P L E U R A R E T E L L S
H A M M E R R E L I S H
A T E S M E A R C O A T S
S E R F S A T U P P R O W
E X A L T T E N E T B A A

L A R D E R A R G O S Y
S U D S I E R H E A R T S
A N C H O R A T E A M
U S I D I A M O N D B A C K
L E T E D W I N E L O P E
T R Y S E E D S D E L A Y

watching is funny.  Dan-
nheisser lets the comedy 
flow organically from the 
absurdity of the situation 
and the fact that each of 
these characters keeps 
a stiff upper lip and a 
tongue planted firmly in 
their cheeks. 

And, as with the best 
of Coward, what happens 
is not as important as 
what is said. 

Rustin offers plenty 
of comments about fidel-

ity and the meaning of 
love. Amid the jokes and 
throw-away lines, these 
six characters question 
this strongest of emo-
tions in all its forms. 
Does love equal content-
ment? Is there one true 
love for each of us? Or 
do we simply love who 
is convenient — sort of 
a relationship based on 
location?

Obviously people 
settle, whether from fear 
of being alone or simply 

because they have noth-
ing better in the works. 
What we wish for is rare-
ly what we get. 

“Expectations only 
exist to be thwarted and 
replaced by reality,” Di-
erdre says at one point. 

Heading into a drama 
about the suicide of a sol-
dier recently home from 
war, one should expect 
a somber evening with 
plenty of tears and doz-
ens of unanswered ques-
tions. 

To that end, APAC 
succeeds with its world 
premiere of Cody Daigle’s 

Continued from Page 45 

LAUGHS AND TEARS “In the Bones.” Unfor-
tunately its successes 
rarely go beyond that, 
providing the audience 
with an unsatisfying ex-
perience. 

Told through a series 
of video flashbacks in-
terspersed between live 
scenes that move the plot 
along one year at a time, 
“In the Bones” explores 
the nature of love and 
forgiveness. 

When gay soldier 
Luke, played by Tyler 
Gattoni and only seen 
in the video segments, 
returns from his second 
tour of Afghanistan, he 
hides behind his new 
camera phone filming 
his mother, sister and 
boyfriend and constant-
ly asking each of them 
to say something nice 
about him. 

Luke needs reassur-
ance that despite the ter-
rible things he did as a 
soldier, he is still a good 
person worthy of their 
love. 

It is not a bad con-
cept on which to hang a 
drama, but Daigle is not 
able to move beyond the 
original good idea.  

Instead, his charac-
ters struggle with clichéd 
situations and dialogue. 

From the moment the 
first live scene opens and 
Luke’s grieving mother 
Dee, played by Victoria 
Bundonis, is sitting atop 
her bed in only a bra 
and half-slip because 
she “can’t breathe,” you 
know we are going some-
where we have been so 
many times before. 

Daigle cobbles to-
gether one clichéd scene 
after another — Luke 
springs boyfriend Ben 
on his mother at a fam-
ily dinner; Luke carries 
the burden of a terrible 
and tragic act from his 
time in battle; charac-
ters show their grief by 

shouting at each other 
and saying things like, 
“No, you don’t get to say 
whatever you want.”

Thankfully, a couple 
of outstanding perfor-
mances manage to pro-
vide a few bright spots. 

Mel House nicely 
captures the essence of 
free-spirited Aunt Kate. 
Bringing some much-
needed comic relief to 
her scenes, House ex-
pertly portrays a woman 
in mourning who tends 

to make the action and 
her nephew Luke’s sui-
cide all about her. 

The standout, though, 
is definitely Emily Koch 
as Luke’s sister Chloe. 

Koch takes us through 
Chloe’s grieving process, 
including the obvious 
pain of losing Luke as 
well as the more subtle 
sorrow caused by a moth-
er who is no longer there 
for her.  

As Chloe speaks 
with one of Luke’s for-
mer Army buddies, she 
learns her brother’s trag-
ic battlefield secret, but 
she also discovers Luke, 
just like she, was an art-
ist who filled notebooks 
with his sketches. 

At that point Chloe’s 
tears are not just for her 
dead brother, but also for 
this young man who she 
really did not know. 

Delivered by Koch, 
this quiet scene is just 
one of a handful that 
rings true and raw and 
fresh. 

Jason Loughlin as Beau and Michelle Federer 
as Sylvia in Queens Theatre’s “The Cottage.”  

Photo by Mark Levine

Zac Hoogendyk as Kenny (l. to r.), Emily Koch as Chloe, Mel House as Kate and Victoria 
Bundonis as Dee rehearse a scene in APAC’s “In The Bones.” Photo by Michael Dekker

IF YOU GO
“The Cottage”
When: Through Nov. 16
Where: Queens Theatre, 
Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org

“In the Bones”
When: Through Nov. 22
Where: Astoria Performing 
Arts Center, Astoria
Website: www.apacny.
org
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BY MERLE EXIT

When a community theater 
production needs to cast two 
characters who speak Chi-
nese, there is always the fear 
that performers will overact to 
the point of offensiveness. 

In “Thoroughly Modern 
Millie,” now at the Free Syna-
gogue of Flushing Community 
Theatre Group through Sun-
day, writers insisted that the 
characters of brothers Ching 
Ho and Bun Foo be totally au-
thentic and not portrayed in 
any stereotypical fashion.  

Neither Clarence Ilanan  
nor Edwin A. Palacio, who 
play the characters, has ever 
spoken the language or are 
of Chinese descent, but each  
keeps their parts authentic 
with English subtitles flashed 
atop a high curtain.  

“The company supplied us 
with CDs, enunciations and 
pronunciations,”said Ilanan. 
“I then had to observe the cul-
ture for the movements.”

They portrayed cohorts 
to Mrs. Meers (Angel Vail), a 

Chinese-appearing character 
who owns a rooming house 
for young actresses during 
the 1920s.   Appearances being 
deceptive, she was a leader of 
a white slavery ring, shipping 
orphans, who tend to be alone, 
off to Hong Kong.

Vail appeared to be having 

a fabulous time portraying a 
villain — which she later re-
vealed was the case.  Going 
in and out of characters cer-
tainly made for quite amount 
of laughter, not to mention her 
attempts to speak with Ching 
Ho and Bun Foo.  

Millie Dillmount (Mary 

Kate Carter) pops into town on 
her own looking to become in-
dependent and modern. 

Forgetting the silly plot, 
this was one of the best produc-
tions I have seen at FSFCTG.

Maryellen Pierce has once 
again delivered in both her di-
rection and co-choreography.   

Both music and lyrics 
were added to the original 
movie musical, including a 
number called “The Speed 
Test” in which Mr. Graydon 
(Erik Neilson) tests Millie’s 
dictating speed as part of a 
job interview.  It is a sort of 
rendition of “The Pirates of 
Penzance’s” “Modern Major 
General.” Millie’s reading it 
back simply adds to the fault-
less number.

Neilson is not new to FS-
FCTG.  His role shows off both 
his singing and comic talents.  
Carter, on the other hand is 
one of a number of players who 
are new to the group.  

“I moved to Astoria and 
hearing about the production, 
decided to try out,” said Cart-
er.  “I felt as if I was introduced 

to a new family of support.” 
Which included a few old 

members of her family,  her 
husband Andrew Murano por-
trays Jimmy Smith, Millie’s 
love interest. Whether acting 
or not, the two display perfect 
chemistry. 

Cheers also to soprano Lisa 
Bondi (Miss Dorothy), also 
making her FSFCTG debut.  
Her duet with both Carter in 
“How The Other Half Loves” 
and “I’m Falling In Love 
With Someone” with Neilson, 
showed a smoothness as well 
as her harmonizing ability. 

The major standout to the 
production was that each cast 
member was right on point 
with timing that had Sunday’s 
audience cheering throughout 
the entire performance. 

Kudos goes to Musical Direc-
tor Paul L. Johnson and the en-
tire cast and crew for a produc-
tion that should not be missed.   

The final performances 
are Saturday, Nov. 15, 8 p.m., 
and Sunday Nov. 16, 3 p.m.  Re-
served seats may be purchased 
by calling (718) 428-8681.  

The cast of “Thoroughly Modern Millie” at FSFCTG includes, Anne Wisan 
(l. to r.),  Angel Vail, Andrew Murano, Mary Kate Carter, Lisa Bondi and 
Erik Neilssen. Photo by Merle Exit

Flushing group presents this totally wonderful musical
‘Thoroughly Modern Millie’ delights audience with top-notch performances at FSFCTG
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All Major Credit Cards Accepted
FREE Parking

We Are Celebrating Over  
35 Years In Business

Reserve Now For

ROAST VERMONT TURKEY

Fresh Fruit Cocktail
Choice
of One

$2895
Entertainment by Harpist

Victor Gonzalez

A La Carte Menu Children’s Menu
Available

THANKSGIVING DINNER

RESTAURANT

{

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside
(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)
www.Marbella-Restaurant.com

For Reservations
Call (718) 423-0100
Fax (718) 423-0102
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE

PARTIES & CATERING

Superb Spanish  
and Continental  
Cuisine

Open For
Lunch and  

Dinner
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When: Nov. 14 - 16 and Nov. 21 - 23
Where: Douglaston Community 
Theatre, Zion Church Parish Hall, 
Church Street, Douglaston
Contact: (347) 239-6262

“Damn Yankees” — The George 
Abbott and Douglass Wallop classic 
musical comedy includes the 
standards “Whatever Lola Wants,” 
and “You Gotta Have Heart.”
When: Nov. 14 through Nov. 23, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, Saturday, Nov. 
22 at 3 pm, and Sunday at 3 pm
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., 
Building T4, Fort Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors and 
children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“The Foreigner” — In Larry 
Shue’s comedy a painfully shy man 
pretends not to understand English 
leaving the other characters to 
speak freely in front of him about 
things they should keep private. 
Appropriate for ages 9 and up.
When: Nov. 22 - Dec. 6, Friday and 
Saturday at 8pm, Sunday at 2 pm
Where: Parkside Players at Grace 
Lutheran Church, Union Turnpike 
and 71st Road, Forest Hills
Cost: $17/general, $15/seniors
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.parksideplayers.com

Theater
Continued from Page 46 

EVENTS

Floral Arranging Workshop — 
Learn how to create a holiday 
centerpiece using tips and 
techniques from the pros. 
When: Saturday, Nov. 22, from 1 
pm - 2:30 pm
Where: Queens Botanic Garden, 
43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $20/per person
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.queensbotanical.org

Astronomy: New Moon — Join the 
Urban Rangers on a guide of the 
solar system. With the moon between 
Earth and the sun, it will not be visible, 
making it the best time to observe 
distance galaxies and star clusters. 
When: Saturday, Nov. 22, at 6 pm
Where: Fort Totten Visitor’s 
Center in Fort Totten Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Wheelchair Football League — 
Wheelchair athletes come out for a 

weekly pickup game every Sunday 
in Bulova Park.
When: Sundays, from 8 am - noon, 
through Nov. 30
Where: Bulova Park, 76-01 25th 
Ave., East Elmhurst
Cost: Free
Contact: (347) 512-7186
Website: 
wheelchairsportsfederation.org

Farmer’s Market Fridays — 
Fresh, local and seasonal products 
available every Friday.
When: Fridays, 8:30 am - 4 pm, 
through Nov. 21
Where: Queens Botanic Garden, Main 
Street and Dahlia Avenue, Flushing
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.queensbotanical.
org

GrowNYC Greenmarket — Farm-
fresh vegetables and seasonal 
produce available every Saturday.
When: Saturdays, 8 am - 4 pm, 
through Nov. 22
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 956-1819

Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

MUSIC

Moscow State Symphony 
Orchestra — Violinist Nadja 
Salerno-Sonnenberg performs 
with the symphony music by 
Tchaikovsky and Brahms.
When: Saturday, Nov. 15, at 8 pm 
Where: Kupferberg Center for 
the Arts at Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd.
Cost: $25 -$45
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.kupferbergcenter.org

KIDS & FAMILY

Hands-on History: Designing 
the Manor — Learn about the 
architecture of King Manor and be 
inspired to design your own house. 
When: Saturday, Nov. 15, from 
noon - 3 pm 
Where: King Manor Museum, 150-
03 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica 
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545
Website: www.kingmanor.org

Storytime & Craft — Young 
gardeners can spend the day 
listening to nature-inspired stories 
followed by a craft activity. 
When: Saturday, Nov. 15, from 2 
pm - 3:30 pm
Where: Queens Botanical Garden, 

43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.queensbotanical.
org

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-
In Program for Families — On 
the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore the 
galleries and then spend time 
in the education room making 
art. Educators will be on hand 
to discuss gallery connections, 
introduce materials and assist 
in art making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/includes 
museum admission and materials
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

DANCE

Reject Dance Theatre/Yung-Li 
Dance — Take Root at Green Space 
provides choreographers with the 
chance to produce a full-length or 
paired evening of work. 
When: Friday, Nov. 14, and 
Saturday, Nov. 15, at 8 pm
Where: Green Space Studio, 37-
24th St., Long Island City
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.greenspacestudio.

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

LET’S DO ALL THE COOKING!
Turkey Dinner for 12 People (18–20 lbs) Only $230 *Plus Tax* 

Turkey Dinner for 6 (10-12 lbs) Only $135 *Plus Tax*

Includes All The Trimmings:
Stuffing, Gravy, Cranberry Sauce, Mashed Potato or Sweet Potato, 

Creamed Spinach, Rolls, Salad and Apple or Pumpkin Pie
You will receive a $20 GIFT CARD good for future use at our 

restaurant when you order your turkey from the Austin’s Ale House!

Please Place Your Orders by Friday, November 21st
Call Colleen at (718) 849-3939

FROM THE OWNERS AND STAFF!

Austin’s Complete 5 Course
Thanksgiving Dinner

includes: Appetizer, Soup, Salad, Entrée, Dessert, Tea or Coffee

APPETIZERS (Choice of one)
Wonton Wrapped Shrimp

Roast Pumpkin and Sage Risotto
Pear Chutney Bruschetta with Pecan and Bleu Cheese

SOUP - Sweet Potato VichyssoiseSALAD - Mixed Greens, Apples, Tomato, Cucumber,Corn Red Onion and Portobello Mushroom

ENTREES
Roast Vermont Turkey Stuffing Gravy, and Cranberry sauce ……………$28.95Half Duck Roasted with Orange Brandy Sauce………$30.95Grilled Rib Eye Steak with Cajun Cream Sauce……$34.95Broiled Striped Bass with Apple tomato Relish……………$30.95Veal Scallopine with Portobello Cognac Demi-glace……$33.95Oven Roasted Lamb Chops with Rosemary Burgundy sauce ………………$35.95

DESSERT (choice of one)Pumpkin Bread Pudding, Apple Pie, Pumpkin Pie, Chocolate Mousse Cake

VEGETABLE (Choice of one)
Corn and Peppers Melody

Creamed Spinach

POTATOES (Choice of one)
Roasted Garlic Mashed Red Potato

Wild Rice with Mushrooms or Candied Yams

All major credit cards accepted.  /  Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner  /  www.austinsteakandalehouse.com

82-70 Austin Street, Kew Gardens

The Holidays 
Are Coming!

Take 10% off 
for Monday-Wednesday party bookings 

until November 14th!
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

2

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

(718) 767-3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357

���������	

���
����

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

39-40 Bell Blvd. 
Bayside NY 11361
718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

THE HOME OF 
EURO-SOUL CUISINE

718.978.6094
WWW.PANASHNYC.COM
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY PAUL JANNACE

MECHANICAL MERIT
A delegation of Chinese educators visited The Queens Auto Education Center and declared it a model for vocational training. The 
educators include, Zhansheng Ji (far left), an official of the Beijing Education Commission, who visited Queens to learn about 
technical automotive vocational training. Joining Zhansheng Ji (l. to r.), Doris Pokras, CCIM, Global Career Services, Inc.; Aiqin 
Zhao, principal of Beijing Vocational HS; Edward Gazzillo, director of Education & Training, GNYADA; Stephen Mercaldo, AYES New 
York State field manager, GNYADA; and Jing Du, English teacher at the Beijing Vocational HS. In the photo above to the right, the 
educators pose with some of the automotive students in the center. Gazzillo led a tour of the center, as the visit underscores 
GNYADA’s position as an industry leader in automotive education and training.  Photo Provided

REWARDING READERS
Assemblyman Mike Miller (far left) presented summer read-
ing certificates to students at Middle School 210. More than 
50 students at MS 210 pledged to read for 15 minutes a day 
for 40 days during their summer vacation. Principal Rosalyn 
Allman Manning joined Miller and the students for the rec-
ognition.  Photo Provided

POLITICIANS MEET
The Glendale Kiwanis Club hosted “Legislative Day” at Zumm 
Stammtisch Restaurant on Myrtle Avenue in Glendale Oct. 
30. Officials attended to discuss current issues in the neigh-
borhood. Among those were (l. to r.), Assemblywoman Cathy 
Nolan, Glendale Kiwanis President Ken Voisin, Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley, Congresswoman Grace Meng, Assemblyman 
Mike Miller, and Rich Huber of the Glendale Kiwanis.  

Photo Provided

HONORING VETS
Queens Borough President Melinda Katz (middle) hosted 
Queens Borough Hall’s inaugural Veterans Day Observance 
Ceremony Nov. 6. John Rowan (l.), president of the Vietnam 
Veterans of America, and Dr. Fritz Fils-Aime (r.), founder and 
president of the Haitian American Veterans Foundation, were 
honored during the ceremony. Also honored, World War II hero 
and veterans advocate Rocco Moretto.  Photo Provided

FLAG PRESENTATION
Sen. Joseph Addabbo, right, presented a flag to Patrick 
Ruddin, office manager of Medisys Health Network Jamaica 
Hospital, for the Clocktower building in Ozone Park in honor 
of Veterans Day.  Photo Provided

VETERAN SUPPORT
Maspeth High School’s Junior States of America Club support-
ed veterans at the Middle Village Veterans Day Parade Sunday.  

Photo Provided

TENNIS ANYONE?
The USTA and New York City Council Member Julissa Ferreras 
teamed up for the third consecutive year to host more than 
400 fourth- and fifth-graders from Queens District 21 el-
ementary schools for Tennis and Health Day at the USTA 
Billie Jean King National Tennis Center.  Photo Provided

WARM WELCOME
Queens Borough President Melinda Katz and Dalia Hall, the 
Queens Borough Commissioner of the city’s Department of 
Transportation, unveiled new “Welcome to Queens” signs in-
stalled along major thoroughfares entering Queens, “The 
World’s Borough.”  Photo Provided
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Maple-Fields.com  | 914.461.9208

GPS Address: 31 Schutt Road,  
Town of Wallkill, NY

Sales Office Open 7 days a week  
from 10am to 5pm. Also available  
by appointment.

 *Restrictions apply. Please see Sales 
Representative for details. 

You’re invited to a  

Homebuyer Seminar at

Saturday, November 15th at 12pm

Here’s your perfect opportunity 

to discover the unprecedented 

opportunities for today’s homebuyers  

at Maple Fields. You will learn from  

start-to-finish, the essentials about 

purchasing a new home at an informative 

seminar presented in a relaxed setting 

with refreshments! 

Topics will include:

 

cost analysis.

Join a mortgage expert for a 
discussion on today’s unprecedented 
low interest rates and how buying now 
will save you money over the life of 
your loan.

Call to rsvp, space is limited!

Specially Priced from 

$259,900

LUXURY TOWNHOMES

3 BEDS, 2.5 Baths

PUBLIC  
NOTICE

The New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC) has received a Brownfield Cleanup 
Program (BCP) application from The Great Atlantic & 
Pacific Tea Company, Inc. for a site known as the Former 
Johnny On The Spot Cleaners, site ID #C241125.  
This site is located in the Town of Whitestone, within 
the County of Queens, and is located at 152-153 
10th Avenue.  Comments regarding this application 
must be submitted no later than December 12, 
2014.  Information regarding the site, the application, 
and how to submit comments can be found at  
http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/60058.html or 
send comments to Hasan Ahmed, Project Manager, NYS 
Department of Environmental Conservation – Region 2, 
47-40 21st Street, Long Island City, New York 11101, 
Hasan.ahmed@dec.ny.gov, 718-482-6405.

To have information such as this notice sent right to 
your email, sign up with county email listservs available 
at www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/61092.html.
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BY JUAN SOTO

There is a lot of karma in 
this boutique, and a lot of fash-
ion.

In the name, in the owner, 
in the customers.

Karma Boutique, at 38-27 
Bell Blvd., opened its doors 
two years ago, and since then, 
has been one of the favorites 
for the locals and the out-of-
town loyal shoppers.

For Margarete Papacos-
tas, before Karma there was 
Azura, a store that combined 
lingerie and clothing, located 
at the same spot.

“I felt customers wanted 
more fashion, more clothes,” 
Papacostas said. “That’s why I 
opened Karma.”

Papacostas, who has been 
working in the fashion indus-
try since she was 12, didn’t 
have a doubt when Azura was 
transformed into Karma. 

“I believe highly in Karma. 
It was a good fit,” she said. 

Karma Boutique is popular 
among Azura’s clientele, and 
it also added new faces to its 
portfolio.

Papacostas designed the 
layout of the new store, a com-
fortable modern site to shop 
and mingle.

“The response was amaz-
ing,” Papacostas said, as a cus-
tomer was looking for a night 
dress.

As a small business, the 
shop is very involved with the 
community. Karma organizes 
fashion shows for local orga-

nizations, like parents and 
teachers associations.

“Our moms dress up and 
model,” Papacostas said.

Karma Boutique is doing 
well. Papacostas receives new 
inventory twice a week. “Ev-
erything sells well, ccessories, 

tops, bottoms,” she said.
Most of the clothes sold at 

Karma are made in the United 
States by several Los Angeles 
vendors. And the accessory 
line is exclusively designed for 
Karma by Laura Bling.

A key to Karma’s success is 

hidden in the price.
“We sell affordable tops, 

dresses, and it’s very good 
quality,” the boutique owner 
said.

Papacostas knows her cli-
ents are always looking for 
something different. 

“We have loyal customers, 
and they come because they 
want to look different, and feel 
fine about they way they look,” 
she said.

Papacostas keeps up with 
social media. The store’s ac-
count with Instagram (karm-
aboutiqueny) is also a popular 
site for the clientele to check 
out the new collections.

“This way, we tell out cus-
tomers what we have in the 
store and they drop by,” said 
Papacostas, who before mov-
ing to Bell Boulevard had a 
business in Astoria.

She added, “Customers are 
often satisfied. I think they 
love the vibes of the store, and, 
of course, the fashion.”

The boutique is open seven 
days a week, Monday through 
Friday from 10:30 a.m. to 8 
p.m.; Saturday from 10:30 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.; and Sunday from 12-6 
p.m. Karma offers discounts to 
the fashion lovers. For every 
10 stamps in a reward card, 
the customer gets 20 percent 
off the next purchase.

Papacostas sees herself 
opening another Karma Bou-
tique somewhere else in the 
borough.

“Neighborhoods need a 
little karma, it spices up their 
lives,” she said.

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4564.

 
Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A new 
Queens chapter of the national organization 
that empowers and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon to 
2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees $30, 
nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by Harvey 
G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@aol.
com or (718) 423-0427
BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization that 
allows only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join a chapter. BNI 

provides positive, supportive and structured 
environment to further business through 
word of mouth marketing. Contact chapter 
president Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty to join a 
chapter. BNI Provides positive, supportive and 

structured environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. Contact 
Lydie Pellissier, chapter president, to arrange 
a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., Fresh 
Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  

Relationships are built. Facilitator is Gayle 
Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, coordinator, 
leader and organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month
Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts the 
Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Magarete Papacostas shows off one of the designs in her Bell Boulevard boutique Karma. 
Photo by Juan Soto

Boutique owner believes in Karma
Bell Boulevard clothing store helps to keep Bayside shoppers up with latest fashions
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NO
SALES
TAX! www.uwds.com (888) 631-2131

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-25660-H13 

• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

$899 $899 $949 $949

INCLUDES CAULKING, STOP
MOULDING AND DEBRIS REMOVAL

REG. ON SALE

STEEL SECURITY DOOR
•3 Standard Sizes
•Real Steel Construction
•Dead Bolt and Door Knob
•Black Powder Coat Finish
•Glass and Screen
FULLY INSTALLED

$59900$81500

REG.

ON SALE
$29900

$59900

ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE

  A1-SEN
Custom sizes and 10 colors available NO TAX

COUPON

LEADED
GLASS

FULLY INSTALLED

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

AWNINGS & CARPORTS
DOOR HOODS

SAVE $150

REG. ON SALE
$34900$49900

REG. ON SALE
$48900$63900

COUPON

COUPON

REG. ON SALE
$13900

BASEMENT WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE UP TO 32” x 18”

FULLY WELDED FULLY INSTALLED

SLIDERS OR
HOPPERS

$39900

COUPON

No Min. Req. NO TAX

(718) 362-5222•(914) 358-9650•(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

BROOKLYN•QUEENS
130-11 Atlantic Ave.

Richmond Hill, NY  11418
299 Peninsula Blvd.

Hempstead, NY 11550

CUSTOM-SIZED!

CUSTOM-PAINTED
STEEL DOORS

FULLY INSTALLED

Includes:
REG. $149900
• 8 Coat Paint Finish
• Adjustable Saddle
• 20 Gauge/10 Gauge
   Reinforced Steel Frame
• Magnetic Seal
• Double Insulated Glass
• Door Knob/Dead Bolt
• Full line of Fiberglass 
   Doors also available

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

NO
SALES

TAX

SAVE THIS AD SAVE THIS AD

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

ROOFING SIDING
Starting at 

29952995
Starting at 

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

3995

2129

3995

2129
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

MASONRY

FREE
in Home

Estimates

0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
Purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
Purchase

or

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
& LEADERS

CUSTOM

Many colors & 
Sizes available

37500Leaf Protection
Soffit & Fascia

Ask About

$

COUPON

Entire House as Low as

PATIO
DOORS

REG.
ON SALE

$109900

$199900

LOW E GLASS / ARGON GAS
TOP QUALITY STEEL REINFORCED

& FULLY INSTALLED 5FT.

COUPON

• Foam filled frame and Sash
• Krypton/Argon Gas
• Meets D.O.E. / R5 Program
• Lifetime Guarantee
REG. ON SALE

$35900$79900

TRIPLE GLASS
WELDED WINDOWS

FULLY INSTALLED

COUPON

SALE PRICES VALID NOVEMBER 1ST - NOVEMBER 30th, 2014

TOP QUALITY AND LOW PRICES
FOR 27 YEARS WE’VE PROVEN IT CAN BE DONE

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS • FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS
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executive director of the Flushing Chi-
nese Business Association, with help-
ing to get the chamber off the ground.

Choe formerly served as the presi-
dent of One Flushing, a community-
based economic development center, 
which seeks to build multi ethnic co-

alitions and empower small business 
owners, a mission he hopes to contin-
ue in his new venture.

“My work in the past three years 
has been to serve all different ethnic 
groups in Flushing and that’s going to 
be the focus of the new chamber,” he 
said. “We’re going to develop a new 
network of businesses and entrepre-
neurs across different ethnic and ra-
cial backgrounds.”

Continued from Page 4 

Flushing

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Advertise your  
Clinical Studies in  

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in 

Classifieds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE 

OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

event at Borough Hall that gave resi-
dents the opportunity to salute men 
and women who served the country in 
uniform. 

Katz called for the continuing sup-
port of war veterans, especially when 
they return back home and enter civil-
ian life. 

At Borough Hall, John Rowan, 
president of the Vietnam Veterans of 
America, and Fritz Fils-Aime, presi-
dent of the Haitian American Vet-
erans Foundation, were singled out 
during the Veterans Day observance 
ceremony.

Katz, who said she would never for-
get the sacrifices made by war veter-
ans, also honored a Rocco Moretto, a 
World War II veteran and advocate.

Moretto was not able to attend the 
ceremony.    

City Councilman Peter Vallone (D-

Bayside) introduced a measure calling 
on the state to pass legislation to do a 
study about homeless veteran women. 
Vallone’s resolution would have the 
New York State Division of Veteran’s 
Affairs conduct the study. 

One of the goals would be to esti-
mate the number of veteran women 
without a home living in the city, and 
how many of them have children.  

“How can we begin to tackle the 
problem of homelessness and hunger 
in our female veteran population if we 
can’t even trust the information we 
have available?” Vallone said. 

And at St. John’s University, An-
drew Lyons, an alumnus who served 
about 28 years in the U.S. Army, was 
honored during the school’s Veteran’s 
Day celebration.

The university paid tribute to the 
veterans and laid a wreath in remem-
brance of all war veterans.  

Lyons is the director of advising 
support at the University Freshman 
Center at the school.  

of Sanitation retiree, and the other a 
Vietnam veteran and ex-NYPD detec-
tive.

“This area has been a neighbor-
hood, a community of immigrants 
from its inception, and all those peo-
ple come here because of the better life 
that we are accustomed to. And that 
life is because of all the veterans that 
fought and served to protect us and 
the constitution of our country,” Com-
munity Board 5 Chairman Vincent 

Arcuri said.
Ramona Emily Toro, a member of 

the Gold Star Mothers group that has 
lost children in the line of duty, gave 
the headlining speech about her son, 
Pvt. Isaac Cortes, a Bronx native who 
died in Iraq in 2007.

“I did pay the ultimate sacrifice and 
so did my son, but that’s not where I 
leave it. I continue to keep the memory 
alive,” she said. “It’s very important 
that we teach our children the cost of 
freedom.”

Reach reporter Sarina Trangle by 
e-mail at strangle@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

Continued from Page 5 

Parade
Continued from Page 5 

Avella

year. Here’s a program that’s going to 
last 365 days a year and that’s a way to 
truly thank our veterans.”

The plan is modeled on a similar 
program that was launched by the 
Staten Island Chamber of Commerce 
and Assemblyman Michael Cusick (D-
Staten Island) in July.

Veterans can apply for the Queens 
program by presenting valid military 
I.D. or discharge papers and by filling 
out a form at Simanowitz’s office at 
159-06 71 Ave. in Flushing.

“It’s going to be a very welcome 
thank you back to the veterans them-
selves,” said David Solano, a veteran 

and board member of the Bayside 
Business Association. “It’s tough for 
a lot of them — going through a lot of 
things they’re dealing with (like) soci-
ety and work. This is just an extra spe-
cial way to say ‘We appreciate you.’”

Participating businesses range 
from restaurants and bookstores to 
museums and law firms.

“We want every business in the 
county to join this program,” Si-
manowitz said. “What better way to 
say thank you to our veterans.”

Businesses hoping to sign up 
should contact the Queens Chamber 
of Commerce at (718) 898-8500.

Reach reporter Alex Robinson by e-
mail at arobinson@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 5 

Discount
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Jasmine Nwajei fully ac-
cepted and thrived amid the 
high expectations placed on 
her as a freshman at Wagner 
College.

The former Mary Louis 
star and Rockaway Park 
native was asked to be the 
face of the program, its best 
player and leader right away. 
There were bumps along the 
way, but Nwajei is all of the 
above now heading into her 
sophomore campaign.

“I’m extremely comfort-
able now because when I 
came in as a freshman, I was 
kind of put to the test,” she 
said. “I had to just take the 
lead and act like a vet.”

People took notice.
Nwajei was the only un-

derclassman voted by the 
coaches to the Preseason All-
NEC team. She is the confer-

ence’s top returning scorer, 
averaging 21.9 point per game 
last season on her way to be-
ing named the conference’s 
Rookie of the Year. Nwajei 
also led the NEC in assists 
during conference games at 
5.5 per contest. The way she 
handled herself in the role 
of point guard as a freshman 
impressed Seahawks coach 
Lisa Cermignano.

“You have to learn every-
thing,” she said. “You have 
to step up and do everything. 
There is a lot more pressure. 
It’s the hardest position to 
come into in college basket-
ball.”

Doing so meant Nwajei 
not only had to adjust to how 
her teammates played but 
them to her. Wagner got off 
to slow start during a diffi-
cult non-league schedule, but 
ended up going 8-10 in confer-
ence play and reaching the 
semifinals of the NEC Tour-
nament. The Seahawks won 
just two NEC games the year 
before.

The wins came as the 
young team jelled. Wagner 
senior center Ugo Nwaigwe 
said she had never played 
with a point guard like Nwa-

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO 

Grover Cleveland put an 
end to Robert F. Kennedy’s 
Cinderella playoff run by fin-
ishing off an undefeated cham-
pionship season of its own.

Second-seeded Grover 
Cleveland beat No. 16 Rob-
ert F. Kennedy 4-3 in penalty 
kicks to win the PSAL Class 
B boys’ soccer title Sunday on 
Randall’s Island. The teams 
played to a 1-1 through two 
overtimes.

The game came down to 
one shot with the penalty 
shoot-out tied 3-3.

Grover Cleveland senior 
Diego Rivera stepped up with 
the city championship on the 
line and found the back of 
the net to give the Tigers the 
crown.

“This is incredible,” Rive-
ra said. “This is great to share 
this moment with everyone. 
I knew this was coming from 
the beginning. We didn’t give 
up until the very last play and 
it paid off.”

Even with the heartbreak-
ing loss, RFK (13-5) has a 
bright future ahead with a 
roster of 13 underclassman.

“We joke at RFK that we’re 
the little school that could,” 

RFK coach Ed Ryder said. 
“When you look at the age of 
our roster, our kids will know 
better going forward that this 
is what is supposed to happen 
every season. We were just 
saying that if we want that 
feeling that the other team 
has dancing around, you have 
to keep working at it.”

In a physical game 
throughout, Grover Cleveland 
(17-0) broke the scoreless tie 
in the 56th minute when se-
nior Miguel Diaz Rosales sent 
a booming, curving ball on a 
corner kick for a 1-0 lead.

RFK tied it four minutes 
later when Giuseppe Rullo 
connected on a free kick from 
the top of the box.

“Today was an absolute, 
unbelievable day for these 
boys,” Grover Cleveland 
Coach Christopher Sullivan 
said. “We were a team that 
never gave up. Today was a 
culmination of a whole season 
of never giving up.”

The two goals that keyed 
Cleveland to the win were 
both scored by seniors — Diaz 
Rosales in regulation and 
Reyes in the shootout.

ldo Tinoco, Pratik Gurung 
and Costinel Oaie also scored 
in the shootout for Grover 
Cleveland.

“My senior class is an un-
believable group of kids,” Sul-
livan said. “The seniors that 
led this team showed values of 
discipline, commitment, and 
dedication. They did what they 
had to do to be victorious.”

Continued on Page 60

The Grover Cleveland boys' soccer team poses with the PSAL Class B championship banner after beating RFK 
Sunday. Photo by Gina Palermo

Rockaway Park native Jasmine Nwajei of Wagner College 
was named to the preseason NEC first team.  

Photo Courtesy of Wagner College/David Saffran

Perfect celebrationNwajei becomes face 
of Wagner basketball Unbeaten Grover edges Cinderella RFK for city title

Grover Cleveland coach 
Christopher Sullivan celebrates 
with his players after winning the 
Class B boys’ soccer title Sunday.  

Photo by Gina Palermo

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Amber Thompson wasn’t 
projected by most to be a 
dynamic force on a team 
with the potential to win a 
conference championship. 
Through plenty of hard 
work and new found con-
fidence, the 6-foot-2 senior 
forward has developed into 
exactly that at St. John’s.

“Amber was very raw as 
a player,” St. John’s basket-
ball coach Joe Tartamella 
said. “I don’t think people 
understood how skilled she 
was and how skilled she 
could become. They under-
estimated her heart and her 
motor and the level of work 
ethic she had in her.”

Thompson, who only 
started playing organized 
basketball as a freshman 
at University High School 
in New Jersey made strides 
forward each season with 
the Red Storm before her 
breakout year as a junior 
that saw her average 9.2 
points per game and 10.1 re-
bounds in conference play. 
Thompson scored 10 points 
and grabbed a career-high 
17 rebounds in an NCAA 
Tournament win over USC. 
Thompson was an All-Big 
East honorable mention se-
lection and she foresees this 
season producing even better 
results for her and her team.

“When you are a senior 
you want it to be your best 
year,” Thompson said. “You 
want it to be better than the 
previous year. You want to go 
farther than you’ve been be-
fore. You just want to give it 
your all.”

That’s meant as a leader 
as well. St. John’s graduated 
three key seniors — Eugene-
ia McPherson, Briana Brown 
and Keylantra Langley — 
from a team that reached 
the program’s fifth straight 
NCAA tournament and the 
Big East title game.

Thompson and guard 
Danaejah Grant have filled 
that point as the squad’s vo-
cal leaders. Thompson wants 
to not only be the person her 
teammates talk to, but also 
be the one they learn how to 
lead from.

“I know when I was a 
freshman I had somebody 
to look up to and to help me 
with everything,” she said. 
“I want to be that person for 
them.”

The Red Storm will look 
to her for a number of things 
this season.

Thompson will anchor 
the squad’s defense with her 
shot blocking ability and she 
is their go-to scorer in the 
paint.

Improving her free throw 
shooting will go a long 
way toward improving her 
numbers and impact on the 
game.

Thompson does have 
some help this year with St. 
John’s sporting the biggest 
and most talent front line it’s 
had in the recent history of 
the program.

She helps improve their 
game as well, just by compet-
ing every day at practice.

“Amber, she has a motor 
that doesn’t stop,” sophomore 
forward Jade Walker said. 
“It’s always a battle with her, 
running up the court, play-
ing against her.”

Her improvement hasn’t 
stopped either both as a play-
er and a person.

The best appears still to 
come.

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO

The Aviation boys’ soccer 
team’s unbelievable playoff 
ended with a fairy tale ending 
fitting for the story it’s written 
the last five years.

No. 12-seeded Aviation took 
out top-seeded and nationally 
ranked Martin Luther King Jr., 
in the semifinals and rallied 
from a goal down to beat un-
beaten No. 2 seed Susan Wagner 
2-1 in the final Sunday on Ran-
dall’s Island. The Flyers also 
beat No. 5 Bronx Science and 
No. 4 Beacon along the way.

“We won, we’re champions,” 
senior Kevin Zepeda said. “This 
means everything to me.

Aviation’s Edwin Urgilez 
scored the winner in the 57th 
minute to break a 1-1 tie. That 
was all Aviation needed as they 
played suffocating defense for 
the remainder of the game to 
hold on for the win. A wild cel-
ebration ensued as Aviation 
fans rushed the field and lifted 
junior Azzeddine Sekaat and 
coach Mario Cotumaccio up 
in the air. After five straight 
semifinals and two title game 
appearances, the Flyers are 
champions.

“I don’t know where to be-
gin,” said Cotumaccio, who is 
in his 19th season. “I’m so over-
taken by the emotion right now. 
This means the world to me. As 
a young man I played for Avia-

tion and we were always in last 
place. This is something I’ve 
personally wanted for myself 
for a long time, but more so for 
the guys.”

The game didn’t start well 
for Aviation as Susan Wagner 
(17-1) jumped out to an early 
1-0 lead on goal by junior Bry-
an Bustos Martinez midway 
through the first half.

It took time for Aviation 
(13-2) to settle in and get on the 
board. Senior Kevin Zepeda, 
playing with an injured ankle, 
rushed into the box with a de-
fender on his back and the Wag-
ner goalie charging at him. He 
still managed to head the ball 
into the back of the net off a 
perfectly pass from Juan San-
chez. Zepeda, who scored the 

lone goal against MLK, tied the 
score.

“I still have it (the injured 
ankle),” he said. “But the goal 
boosted our confidence and 
made us think, ‘We are still in 
it.’”

The second half, like the 
whole game, was very physi-
cal. In the 59th minute, Avia-
tion would get the break they 
needed. The Wagner keeper 
tried to clear the ball and sent 
it in the direction of  Urgilez, 
who gained control and score 
the winner.

“We were down 1-0 and they 
came back,” Cotumaccio said. 
“I don’t know where they find 
the drive or the energy. This 
was an emotional day.”

St. John's senior forward Amber 
Thompson is primed for the 
best season of her career. Photo 
Courtesy of St. John's Athletic 

Communications

The Aviation Flyers pose with the PSAL Class A championship banner 
and the trophy after their win against Susan Wagner in the final.                                 

Photo by Gina Palermo

Aviation’s wait is over Thompson saving 
best for fi nal seasonNo. 12 Flyers upend top seed MLK for Class A crown

Aviation coach Mario Cotumaccio hoists the boys’ soccer championship trophy.  Photo by Gina Palermo
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D’Angelo Harrison wouldn’t 
talk about not being selected as 
the Preseason Big East Player 
of the Year, an award that was 
given by the league’s coaches 
to Georgetown junior guard 
D’Vauntes Smith-Rivera.

The noticeably disappointed 
Harrison forwarded all ques-
tions to classmate Sir’Dominic 
Pointer.

Pointer expressed his and 
his teammates’ surprise that 
Harrison, the lone returning 
member of last year’s All-Big 
East First Team and the reign-
ing Haggerty Award winner, 
was not tapped. Harrison av-
eraged 17.5 points and 4.9 re-
bounds last season.

“I think he should be pre-
season player of the year for 
sure,” Pointer said. “I feel like 
he’s earned it. I feel like he is 
the best player in the Big East 
right now.”

St. John’s wants to be the 
best team as well. The senior-
laden Johnnies were picked to 
finish third behind Villanova 
and Georgetown. It’s was just 
another sign to them that de-
spite a 20-win season a year 

ago and 10 conference victories 
they still have some respect to 
earn in the final season for stal-
warts Harrison, Pointer, Jamal 
Branch and Phil Green IV.

“It’s fair,” Pointer said. “We 
haven’t done anything in the 
Big East yet. We have to prove 
ourselves.”

To them that means win-
ning the Big East title and 
leading St. John’s to the NCAA 

tournament for the first time 
in five years. Red Storm coach 
Steve Lavin believes this group 
has been building toward this 
during their three seasons in 
Queens. Their experience will 
be a big reason why they can fi-
nally get over the hump.

“We want this group to be 
able to leave a foot print behind 
that they can be proud of, have 
their own legacy, write their 
own chapter in this storied pro-
gram,” Lavin said.

St. John’s will have to rely 
more heavily on its guards after 
the recent news that junior for-
ward Keith Thomas was ruled 
academically ineligible follow-
ing a transcript scandal at his 
former school, Westchester 
Community College. Harri-
son, super sophomore Rysheed 
Jordan, and Greene have the 
potential to be one of the more 
dynamic guard groups in the 
league and Branch can provide 
a spark off the bench. Jordan, 
who many believe has an NBA 
future, could be the biggest key. 
St. John’s had its best stretch 
when he raised his level of play 
a year ago.

“There is no doubt when Ry-
sheed is playing well, he’s the 

one that make this whole team 
purr,” Lavin said.

Thomas’ absence puts more 
responsibility on returning ju-
nior center Chris Obekpa, who 
is expected to be a bigger offen-
sive force. St. John’s is thin up 
front after Obekpa and Pointer. 
Christian Jones, Joey Delarosa 
and freshmen Adonis Delarosa 
and Amar Alibegovic could be 

looked at to play bigger roles.
“We have the talent,” Har-

rison said. “We just have to fi-
nally bring it together.”

It’s NCAA tournament or 
bust for this group because they 
know it is their last chance.

“If we don’t make the NCAA 
tournament, it is going to be 
a complete failure,” Harrison 
said. “Hands down.”

Senior guard Sir’Dominic Pointer 
hopes to lead a veteran St. John’s 
team to the NCAA tournament this 
season.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe

St. John’s has tournament dreams

www.shoevi l lage.com
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The McKee/Staten Island 
Tech ground attack proved too 
much for Bayside with first 
place on the line.

The Seagulls ran for 468 
yards and five touchdowns to 
send back the Commodores 40-
14 in a PSAL Bowl Conference 
football game Sunday at Bay-
side Athletic Complex. Bayside 
dropped to fourth with the loss 
and hosts rival James Madison 
in the opening round of the 
playoffs this Saturday.

Tyrell Plaza carried the 
ball seven times for 56 yards 
and touchdown for Bayside (8-
2). Sharif Abukari went 2 of 3 
passing for 85 yards and tossed 
a touchdown pass to Jason Ben-
ton. Camrhan Tillman added 
eight tackles.

St. John the Baptist 53,
St. Francis Prep 20

Robert Einersen completed 
10 of 22 passes for 203 yards and 
three touchdowns for St. Fran-
cis Prep (1-9, 0-7) in the CHSFL 
Class AA quarterfinals. Bran-
don Ewing, Chris Nelson and 
Christopher Notaro all caught 
touchdown passes for the Ter-
riers.

St. Anthony’s 49,
Holy Cross 20

Joshua Evans completed 9 
of 20 passes for 78 yards and a 
touchdown for Holy Cross (3-7, 
3-4) in the CHSFL Class AAA 
quarterfinals. Nicholas Aus-
tin, Edwin Villegas and Chris 
Manfree added a score on the 
ground each.

Truman 32, Beach Channel 6

Darren Koomson went 3 of 
9 passing for 100 yards and a 
touchdown to Lawrence Binger 
for Beach Channel (0-11). Bin-
ger made 10 tackles and picked 

up an interception.

Jamaica 26, Mott Haven 21

Garfield McDonald ran for a 
176 yards and two touchdowns 
on 31 carries and also caught a 
7-yard touchdown pass for Ja-
maica (7-4). Joseph McKenzie 
completed six of eight passes 
for 84 yards and a touchdown. 
Muhammad Ahmed made six 
tackles.

Long Island City 14,
Alfred E. Smith 7

Wilton Calderon carried 
the ball 15 times for 100 yards 
and two touchdowns for Long 
Island City (3-8). He also threw 
for 85 yards. Brandon Orellana 
ran for 80 yards on 17 carries.

Kipp NYC 30, Bryant 6

John Duru carried the ball 
11 times for 119 yards and a 
touchdown for Bryant (6-5) 
Moises Mendoza ran for 100 

yards on five carries. Careem 
Ibrahim made 10 tackles.

Chaminade 35,
Christ the King 30

Hanson Farraj went 4 of 8 
passing for 96 yards and two 
touchdowns for Christ the King 
(7-3) in the CHSFL Class AA 
quarterfinals. Marcus Layne 
and Alex Miranda combined 
for 10 catches for 138 yards and 
a touchdown apiece. Ahmad 
Fernandez had 14 carries for 

67 yards and David Navas com-
piled 88 yards in the air. Brent 
Priester added a rushing score 
and Christian Layne chipped 
in two interceptions.

OTHER SCORES

Flushing 48, Campus Mag. 7
Evander Childs 19, Benjamin 
Cardozo 6
Springfi eld Gardens 28, 
Franklin K. Lane 0
Far Rockaway 36, 
Information Technology 22

Rockaway Park native Jasmine Nwajei of Wagner College 
was named to the preseason NEC first team.  

Photo Courtesy of Wagner College/David Saffran

Bayside’s Tyrell Plaza, who scored a touchdown in the game, runs with the ball.  Photo by Carroll Alvardo

MSIT ground game too much for Bayside

jei, who was needed to score 
first and also make those 
around her better. Gradually, 
it all clicked.

“I always had to be ready 
because I never knew when she 
was going to give me a (pass), 
but it became a little duo that 
we had toward the end of the 
season,” Nwaigwe said.

Wagner returning the bulk 

of its roster will allow that 
continuity to continue. Nwajei 
believes her improved jump 
shot will also make her tough-
er to guard.

It added up to the Seahawks 
being picked by the coaches to 
finish fourth in the NEC this 
year, but Nwajei has higher 
hopes, while happy to see the 
program is earning some re-
spect.

“I don’t feel like they are 
still hearing us,” she said. 
“That is just a warning to the 

rest of the teams in the con-
ference that we are coming 
for them. I feel like that was 
ranked kind of low. I have 
higher expectations for my 
team this year.”

If anyone knows about han-
dling them and succeeding in 
them it is Nwajei. She is just 
fine with all of it.

“I enjoy the role,” she said. 
“It’s a lot of pressure, but I 
don’t mind. I’m always up for 
the challenge.”

Nwajei
Continued from Page 57
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it passed in committee. I was 
always optimistic that the par-
ties would come together and 
find the right balance for the 
community.”

Astoria Cove’s fate will be 
decided as early as next week 
with a full Council vote expect-
ed to follow the Land Use Com-
mittee’s lead. 

“I think it is the right proj-
ect for the community and it 
achieves everyone’s goals.,” 

Valgora said. “Sometimes a 
project gets reduced to a single 
sound bite   --- in this case it’s af-
fordable housing.  This project 
is so much more than that.”

The 50-year-old founder 
of Studio V Architecture has 
split time between his Mid-
town Manhattan office and 
Hallets Peninsula during the 
last eight years while planning 
the two massive waterfront 
complexes.

 “This used to be a vibrant 
community, the gateway to 
Astoria,” he said. “The his-
tory of the place is important. 

When you look at a Civil War-
era map, you see there were 
streets and stores everywhere. 
Right now it’s nothing but dirt 
roads with trailers on it and 
fences keeping the public away 
from the waterfront. We want 
to break down the walls and 
reconnect the community with 
their waterfront.”

Born in upstate Buffalo to a 
steel working father and Eng-
lish teaching mother, Valgora’s 
love of design grew at Cornell’s 
architecture school and then 
Harvard, where he studied for 
his master’s degree before be-

coming a Fulbright Scholar at 
the age of 20.

“That’s how I ended up in 
London as the youngest ar-
chitect on the Canary Wharf 
project,” he said. “From there 
it was waterfront projects in 
Toronto, Boston and San Fran-
cisco. I realized all that was 
just practice before coming to 
New York.”

Valgora is working on sev-
en different projects that will 
help transform the city’s 528 
miles of waterfront over the 
next 30 years. 

“That’s one of the biggest 

waterfronts in the world and 
the East River is poised to be 
the new center of the city, our 
new Central Park,” he said. “In 
the future the waterfront will 
no longer be a barrier but a 
connector.”

It all starts with the twin 
projects on Hallets Peninsula. 

“It has everything the peo-
ple want: jobs, schools, a coop-
erative local supermarket and 
restaurants and shops,” Val-
gora said. 

“All innovative solutions 
that will really change this 
neighborhood.”

it has amassed $476.03 million 
about five months into its fis-
cal year. About $327.4 million of 
this has gone to the state, bring-
ing its total state tax payments 
up to $1.5 billion.

The racino committed to do-
nating 1 percent of its profits to 
community organizations and 

this year  donated to City Har-
vest, the Boys & Girls Club of 
Metro Queens, New Hamilton 
Beach Civic Association and 
Sandy relief efforts.

It counted about 23,578 visi-
tors per day and 707,340 per 
month in the current year.

In all, its revenue grew 13.8 
percent last fiscal year, accord-
ing to the New York Gaming 
Commission.

This year Resorts World de-
clined to discuss its prospects.

Woinski noted the company 
might be more tight-lipped be-
cause it is competing to open 
another facility upstate. 

He said the state’s intro-
duction of up to four gambling 
houses upstate is unlikely to 
affect Resorts World, but noted 
New Jersey’s discussions of 
a casino in the Meadowlands 
could change the game.

“Both Resorts World and 
Empire City will see about 30 
percent of revenue taking off 

if they get the casino in New 
Jersey,” he said, referencing a 
racino in Yonkers.

The consultant said the state 
may be tempted to give Genting 
the go-ahead upstate because it 
would come with enormous tax 
revenues, but that such a move 
may also be seen as creating a 
monopoly.

Downstate development-
wise, Woinski said it would not 
make sense for Resorts World 
to invest in a hotel or conven-

tion center unless it got consent 
to build a traditional, full-scale 
casino, which the state has said 
it would not consider for at least 
seven years.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle by e-mail at strangle@
cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

the QueensWay plan, 18.1 per-
cent sought a combination of 
the two ideas and 10.2 percent 
wanted the tracks untouched.  
Greenery has sprouted along 
the railway since it stopped 
carrying trains in 1962. 

The inquiry determined a 
higher portion of those in For-
est Hills, Glendale and Rego 
Park — 39 percent — favored 
reactivating the line than in 
the Rockaways, Richmond 
Hill and Woodhaven, where 
about 31 percent supported 
such efforts. 

Larson cautioned against 
reading too much into neigh-
borhood-specific responses be-
cause just 374 residents and 44 
businesses of the nearly 6,000 
targeted returned surveys.

“There are a lot of people 
out there who aren’t very fa-
miliar with the debate,” he 
said.

Both the park and rail ser-
vice would likely drive down 
property values abutting the 
tracks, but otherwise hike up 
prices, the study found. 

U.S. Rep. Jerrold Nadler 
(D-Manhattan), who sits on 
the House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee’s 
Highways and Transit Sub-
comittee, said the opportunity 
for a one-seat, 30-minute ride 
from Manhattan to JFK Air-

port should not be overlooked.
“If this region decides that 

the restoration of this line is 
a priority within our general 
capital plan, we’ll be able over 
the next five, six, eight, what-
ever it is, years, find $700 mil-
lion,” Nadler said.

The MTA declined to com-
ment on the prospects of Gold-
feder’s pitch making it into its 
capital plan. The agency said 
it was not taking a position 
on the spur because it did not 
own the property.

City Council Transporta-
tion Committee Chairman 
Ydanis Rodriguez (D-Man-
hattan) and U.S. Reps. Greg-
ory Meeks (D-Jamaica) and 
Hakeem Jeffries (D-Brooklyn) 
have also backed the reactiva-
tion bid.

QueensWay has support 
from U.S. Reps. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights), Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing), state As-
semblyman Andrew Hevesi 
(D-Forest Hills), state Sen. 
Toby Ann Stavisky (D-Flush-
ing) and City Councilwoman 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills).

Travis Terry, part of the 
Friends of the QueensWay 
group pushing the park, said 
the Queens College study 
showed support for its pro-
posal.

“After reviewing the find-
ings in this study, we could 
not be more confident in the 
QueensWay’s potential to im-
prove communities,”

city Procurement Policy Board 
rules.

Taylor never answered the 
letters, the suit claims. With-
out the information the leaders 
could not inform their constit-
uents how the proposed plan 
would affect the surrounding 
neighborhoods and advocate 
for the families that occupy 
Westway Motel, at 71-11 Astoria 
Blvd., court papers show.

“Since day one, we have 
asked the city and the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services to 
be transparent and responsive 
to concerns of our communi-
ties regarding the conversion 
of the Westway Motor Inn into 
a permanent homeless shelter,” 
Crowley said. “Government 
works best when we involve the 
members of our community, 
especially in any decision that 
will significantly impact their 
neighborhoods. As we continue 
to work to address homeless-
ness in New York City, it is im-
portant that we don’t lose sight 
of our responsibilities to the 
people we represent. Assem-
blywoman Simotas is making 
sure of that and I look forward 
to working with her and our lo-
cal elected officials to ensure 
the voices of our communities 
aren’t ignored.”

The lawsuit maintains that 
“emergency conditions” exist 

when there is an unforeseen 
danger to life, safety, property 
or necessary service. The law-
suit point out that in 2013, the 
number of homeless people 
sleeping each night in the city 
shelter system surpassed 50,000 
people for the first time since 
modern homelessness emerged 
three decades ago. More chil-
dren and adults are homeless 
now in New York City than at 
any time since the Great De-
pression.

Clearly, the rise of the num-
ber of homeless families in the 
city was not “unforeseen” the 
suit claims.

“The lawsuit seeks basic 
information that should have 

been made public months ago, 
as part of an open and transpar-
ent process that afforded an op-
portunity for community input 
into the expansion at Westway,” 
Peralta said. 

A DHS spokesman said he 
could not comment on pend-
ing litigation but did say, “Our 
families with children deserve 
compassion and assistance re-
building their lives.”

Meanwhile, the city’s pro-
curement process for the Bou-
levard Family Residence, in the 
old Pan American Hotel at 79-00 
Queens Blvd., began this week 
with a public hearing. The pro-
cess will begin for the Westway 
Motel next month.

Continued from Page 1 

Simotas
Continued from Page 1 

Rock Rail

Continued from Page 4 

Astoria Cove

Continued from Page 4

Resorts

Protesters make their opposition to the homeless shelter at the former 
Pan American Hotel loud and clear.  Photo by Bill Parry
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