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BY MADINA TOURE

In light of U.S. Postal Service 
Postmaster General Patrick Do-
nahoe’s announcement he will 
retire Feb. 1, postal workers pro-
tested against his decision to stop 
processing first-class mail at the 
USPS facility in College Point Fri-
day afternoon before it goes into 
effect.

Starting in April, USPS is ex-
pected to begin processing first-
class mail in Brooklyn instead 
of at the Queens Processing and 
Distribution Center in

center on 140-04 20th Ave. The 
consolidation would affect about 
600 of the center’s roughly 1,000 
employees who are responsible 
for processing first-class mail as 

well as mail handlers.
 “The mail’s not going any-

where, so two to three days will 
probably take three to four days, if 
you’re lucky,” said Robert J. Yac-
carino, president of the Flushing 
Local 2286 chapter of the Ameri-
can Postal Workers Union.  Six 
hundred workers will be excessed 
out of this facility, and there’s no 
guarantee that they’re going to 
get a job in the area.”

The postal workers union, 
whose 905 union members repre-
sent a large percentage of the af-
fected employees, organized the 
protest in conjunction with the 
Mail Handlers Union, the Rural 
Letter Carriers Association and 
the National Association of Let-
ter Carriers.
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BY JUAN SOTO

The City Council is on a 
mission to eliminate illegal 
clothing donation bins not 
associated with any chari-
ties that surfaced in the 
streets by outlawing the 
phony containers with new 
legislation.

Bayside and other bor-
ough residents complained 
last summer about the in-
creasing number of the 
mostly pink drop-off boxes.

With the new legislation, 
the city Sanitation Depart-
ment is allowed to remove 
these containers from the 
curb and fine their owners. 

The city agency can fine the 
illegal bin operators up to 
$250 for the first violation 
and up to $500 for repeat of-
fenses.

When the City Council 
passed the legislation Nov. 
13, Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito criticized the “Pep-
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Saxophonist Jimmy “Little Bird” Heath (l.) and trumpeter Jimmy 
Owens kick off an evening of NEA Jazz Masters at Flushing Town Hall. 

Photo by Norm Harris

ALL THAT JAZZ 

BY MADINA TOURE

Whitestone’s got an unusual 
problem. One of its houses has 
been hosting dead geese in its 
backyard since last Friday. 

A Whitestone resident, who 
has been living in the area for 25 
years, went into her backyard that 
morning and saw roughly 16 to 20 
dead geese hanging on a clothes-
line in the backyard of a house on 
150th Street and 15th Drive.

She said the yard behind the 
house tends to be a mess, with 
garbage cans that the owners col-
lect as well as an irrigation sys-
tem. She said she did not want to 
get the owners in trouble but was 
worried about the possible threat 
of disease in the neighborhood.

“These dead animals, are they 
going to bring rodents around the 
area or animals?” she said. “Do 
they harbor diseases? Do I have 
to worry about meningitis or en-
cephalitis from the mosquitoes? 
I just want to make sure it’s safe.”

When her sister, Theresa Du-
rchhalter, 50, a Long Island resi-
dent, arrived to have breakfast 
with her, she told her what hap-

BY JUAN SOTO
 
Glen Oaks resident Arthur Syken was one of 

the thousands of first responders to the 9/11 ter-
rorist attacks.

The New York State Division of Housing em-
ployee did not hesitate when the agency needed 
volunteers “to go downtown.” The very next day, 

Avella seeks same benefi ts
for all 9/11 fi rst responders

Geese hung
out to dry in
Whitestone

Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 9 Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 9

Council targets illegal bins

Postal workers 
protest job loss 
at College Pt.
First-class mail moves to Brooklyn

The Sanitation Department has the green 
light to fine the owners of illegally placed 
clothing bins on public property.
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Too many lawyers in the 
courtroom may spoil the 
federal court date for two 
Queens political figures 
fighting corruption charg-
es.

Six weeks ahead of their 
scheduled trial in White 
Plains federal court, Judge 
Kenneth Karas called a con-
ference to weigh state Sen. 
Malcolm Smith’s (D-Hollis) 
right to a speedy trial, the 
pregnancy of the lawyer 
representing co-defendant 
Vincent Tabone and the gov-
ernment’s insistence that 
severing their trials would 
impede prosecutors’ case.

Tabone’s attorney Debo-
rah Misir is pushing for 
an adjournment until Sep-
tember because of what she 
described as a high-risk 
pregnancy and planned ma-
ternity leave. Many have suggested alternative attorneys for 

Tabone, the former vice 
chairman of the Queens Re-
publican Party.  Prosecutors 
have been eyeing Misir’s co-
counsel, Leo Ahern, and the 
judge has penciled in Misir’s 
husband and legal partner, 
Grant Lally, for Thursday’s 
planned conference despite 
his withdrawing from the 
case months ago.  

Lally lost a race for Con-
gress Nov. 4. Prosecutors 
previously argued the Re-
publican’s failed bid might 
have pitted his interests 
against Tabone’s.

“Mr. Lally is happy to go 
to court if the judge wants 
him there,” Misir said, not-
ing he spent months en-
grossed in campaigning and 
away from the case. “He is 
not sure what he can add.”

Misir, Ahern and Tabone 
have described Misir as the 
lead attorney and empha-
sized Tabone intends to ex-
ercise his right to an attor-

ney of his choice by sticking 
with Misir in court filings.

Thursday’s conference 
comes on the heels of pros-
ecutors adding an obstruc-
tion of witness testimony 
charge to the indictment 
facing Tabone.

Prosecutors alleged that 
Tabone visited the home of 
now-deceased Queens GOP 
boss Phil Ragusa more than 
an hour before the ailing 
Whitestone resident was ex-
pected to give a deposition 
May 23 and urged him not to 
testify. 

Misir said her client has 
pleaded not guilty to that 
charge.

His attorneys along with 
Smith’s have maintained 
their innocence in what 
prosecutors have described 
as an elaborate ploy by 
Smith to bribe his way onto 
the Republican line in the 
2013 mayoral elections. 

Smith is charged with 

steering $500,000 in state 
funding to a pseudo real es-
tate project in exchange for 
its recipients agreeing to fi-
nance his suspected bribes 
of county GOP leaders.

Tabone, who prosecu-
tors contend controlled the 
Queens GOP during Ragu-
sa’s illness, is charged with 
pocketing a $25,000 alleged 
bribe.

A jury previously found 
former Republican City 
Councilman Daniel Hal-
loran guilty of helping bro-
ker Smith’s deals while ac-
cepting kickbacks.

His case was severed 
from Smith’s and Tabone’s 
this June. Their attorneys 
successfully sought mistri-
als because the government 
did not hand over hours of 
conversation and hundreds 
of text messages in Yiddish 
from a wiretap on a cooper-
ating witness’s phone ahead 
of the trial.

No, that’s not a typo. No, that’s not a typo. 

Discover the rewards of Qside Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

With some of the lowest rates around, 

Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 

money, reduce your debt more quickly, and 

even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Federally Insured by NCUA*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.

Vince Tabone leaves White Plains federal court in 2013 after his in-
dictment on corruption charges.

Tabone’s trial attorney seeks more time
Lawyer says her high-risk pregnancy and maternity leave merit delay, but prosecutors disagree
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EVENING & SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS 
24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES, 888-228-0687

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY
BRACES-INVISALIGN
ORAL SURGERY
PERIODONTAL THERAPY
ROOT CANAL
IMPLANTS

DENTURES
MERCURY-FREE TOOTH 
COLORED FILLINGS
METAL-FREE CROWNS
PORCELAIN VENEERS
NITROUS OXIDE 
ANESTHESIA

SEDATION DENTISTRY
LASER DENTISTRY
VELSCOPE VX (ORAL 
CANCER EXAMS)
INTRA-ORAL CAMERA

43-07 214th Place
BAYSIDE

718-225-0515

2592 Merrick Road, Suite C
BELLMORE

516-781-9700

www.drsilvermanassociates.com

Help Brighten the Holiday for a 
Family in Need This Thanksgiving 

& We Will Brighten Your Teeth
Donate 5 Items, Receive 5% off Tooth Whitening

Donate 10 Items, Receive 10% off Tooth Whitening

FREE SEALANTS
To Help Protect Your 

Child’s Teeth
(New patients only)

BY MADINA TOURE

Six students from the RoboMindTech 
Science and Technology Learning Center 
in Fresh Meadows will represent the United 
States this Friday in the 11th World Robot 
Olympiad in Sochi, Russia, one of the world’s 
largest robotics competitions.

The teams, which are each made up of 
three students — Team K.I.S.S. (high school 
category, 16-18) and Apollo 14 (middle school 
category, 13-15) — competed in the World Ro-
bot Olympiad USA competition in Detroit at 
the end of September. Forty U.S. teams from 
six regions participated in the competition.

The two RoboMindTech teams, along 
with seven other U.S. teams, qualified for 
the World Robot Olympiad, marking the first 
time that the United States will take part in 
that event. It will be held at the Main Media 
Center in the Olympic Park in Sochi from 
Nov. 21-23.

“My center’s teams won U.S. Nationals,” 
said Dennis Chan, RoboMindTech’s founder, 
director and coach. “So we stepped up, not 
only being U.S. champions but representing 
the U.S. to compete in robotics with another 
50 countries this year.”

The WRO is a global science and tech-
nology event that helps youth strengthen 
their problem-solving skills and creativity 
through robotic competitions. The theme 
for this year’s competition is “Robots and 
Space,” in reference to the space race be-
tween the United States  and Russia during 
the 20th century.

 Teams representing 50 countries will be 
participating in WRO 2014. The event will 
consist of multiple competitions, perfor-
mances organized by the Russian govern-
ment, STEM (science, technology, engineer-
ing and math) conferences, international 
team exchanges and opening and closing cer-

emonies.
Created in 2010 by Chan, RoboMindTech 

is a science and technology learning cen-
ter at 185-10A Union Turnpike that brings 
together robotics and Lego play to provide 
youth ages 4 to 14 with a hands-on curricu-
lum. The center’s offerings include weekly 
summer camps, after-school workshops, off-
site school workshops and school field trips.

since“A school like MIT wants kids to be 
hands-on,” he said, which means students 
must not only be good students but also be 
able to invent and create.

The RoboMindTech students worked as 
late as 3 a.m. on weekdays during the sum-
mer and on weekends during the first month 
of school to develop ideas for the competi-
tion.

They split up into teams so they could ad-
dress the competition’s theme in different 
ways. Some students built and programmed 
a robot to complete challenges on a game 
field by itself, limited by time and mechani-
cal limitation. Other students created a ro-
botic arm that would enable direct access to 
the space station by scientists on Earth.

“They want us to learn international 
space — not just U.S. NASA but interna-
tional space,” Chan said. “So they created 
robotics games based on this theme. All the 
robotic games are designed around space ex-
ploration.”

In April 2012, the first all-girls Lego team 
from RoboMindTech won top honors at the 
New York City First Lego League Regional 
Tournament in Manhattan. The center’s 
teams have also won the U.S. Nationals in 
the First Lego League.

Reach reporter Madina Toure by e-mail 
at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Apollo 14 team member Justin Chan (c.) practices for the first World Robot Olympiad at RoboMindTech 
Science and Technology Center in Fresh Meadows.  Photo courtesy Dennis Chan

Robotics students fl y 
to Russia to compete 
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BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio has 
signed two bills into law 
that dramatically reduces 
New York City’s coopera-
tion with U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
on detentions and deporta-
tions of undocumented im-
migrants.

Surrounded by elected 
officials, immigrant rights 
advocates, church leaders 
and police, the mayor said, 
“What we all want is com-
prehensive immigration 
reform that recognizes and 
respects and normalizes 
the lives of almost 12 mil-
lion people, half a million of 
whom are here in this city.”

The new laws will re-
quire immigration officials 
to present a judicial war-
rant before the city can hold 
an immigrant in custody or 
if the person has been con-

victed of a serious crime or 
is on a terrorist watch list.

“Mass deportation has 
not only pulled apart thou-
sands of New York City 
families, it has also under-
mined public safety in our 
communities and imposed 
disproportionate penalties 
on immigrant parents and 
spouses who these families 
depend on for emotional 
and financial supports,” de 
Blasio said at a news confer-
ence in Corona Friday. “Our 
city is not served when New 
Yorkers with strong ties to 
the community are afraid 
to engage with law enforce-
ment because they fear law 
enforcement.”

Police Commissioner 
Bill Bratton called the sign-
ing a step in the right direc-
tion, and NYPD Chief of 
Patrol Carlos Gomez said, 
“This will surely help us 
work closer with our com-
munities. No longer will 

undocumented immigrants 
have to worry about being 
detained.”

The two bills also end 
the presence of ICE on Rik-
ers Island and all other city 
facilities.

“U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement re-
quests detainers on indi-
viduals arrested on crimi-
nal charges to ensure that 
dangerous criminals are 
not released from prisons 
or jails and into our commu-
nities,” an ICE spokesman 
said.”   ICE will continue 
to work cooperatively with 
law enforcement partners 
throughout New York as 
the agency seeks to enforce 
its priorities through the 
identification and removal 
of convicted criminals and 
other public safety threats.” 

De Blasio takes stand 
on immigrant rights 

VISIT US AT
WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM
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A Bronx man has pleaded 
guilty to manslaughter in 
the strangulation death of a 
Jackson Heights teacher and 
his accomplice has copped 
a plea to robbing the victim 
of his cell phone and other 
items, the Queens district 
attorney said. The case was 
one of several to shake the 
LGBT community in recent 
years.

“In pleading guilty, the 
two defendants admit their 
roles in this January 2013 
crime,” DA Richard Brown 
said. “One defendant stran-
gled the teacher to death and 
the other robbed him. They 
both now face lengthy prison 
terms for their actions.”

The district attorney said 
Cecil Golden, 22, of Fulton 
Ave., pleaded guilty to first-
degree manslaughter on 
Nov. 10  in the death of David 
Rangel, a 53-year-old who 
taught Spanish to seventh 
and eight-graders at PS 219 
in Flushing. According to 
court records, Golden and 

Bronx resident Elijah Agye-
pong, 21, allegedly entered 
the victim’s home on 91st 
Street where they beat and 
robbed him before shoving 
the body under a couch.

The medical examiner’s 
office determined Rangel 
died as a result of compres-
sion of the neck and torso.

“To the LGBT commu-
nity in Jackson Heights it 
was very frightening,” City 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) said. 
“They actually bludgeoned 
him with the couch. The 
police work in this case was 
groundbreaking in that 
there was a lot of forensic 
computer work.”

Supreme Court Justice 
Joseph Zayas has indicated 
that he will sentence Golden 
to 20 years in prison a five 
years’ post release supervi-
sion Dec. 5. Acting Supreme 
Court Justice Dorothy Chin-
Brandt indicated she will 
sentence Agyepong to 15 
years for first-degree rob-
bery.

 BY JUAN SOTO
 
Borough residents held 

a rally Sunday to demand 
the restoration of the Rock-
away Beach Line, an LIRR 
train that left the station in 
1962 for the last time and 
took riders from Penn Sta-
tion in midtown Manhat-
tan to Ozone Park, Rego 
Park and across Jamaica 
Bay to the Rockaways.

Efforts are underway to 
reactive the 3.5-mile north-
south transit corridor par-
allel to Woodhaven Boule-
vard, a project that would 
cost about $700 million. 
Originally the LIRR line 
extended south to Rock-
away. A fire severed the 
line in 1950, and the section 
between Ozone Park to the 
Rockaway was converted to 
the A train subway line.   

“It would be an amazing 
ride,” said Phil McManus, 
president of the Queens 
Public Transit Committee, 
an advocacy group for bet-
ter transportation. “People 
just know it’s common sense 
to open this rail again.”

McManus pointed out 
the price tag for reactivat-
ing a rail line that a recent 
Queens College study said  
would attract 500,000 com-
muters “is half of what 
the new $1.4 billion Fulton 
Street station cost just to put 
a hole in a roof.”

The borough is now di-
vided between those who 
support the reactivation of 
the Rockaway Beach LIRR 

line and those who want 
the construction of a High 
Line-style park known as 
the Queensway on the aban-
doned tracks .

“I am opposed to the 
park-only idea,” the transit 
advocate said. “We are not 
closed to the idea of the park 
because the railway can be 
shared.”

During Sunday’s rally, 
backers of reviving the 
beach line collected signed 
petitions at the intersection 
of Queens Boulevard and 
Woodhaven Boulevard as 

well as over by the Queens 
Center Mall. “It was great,” 
he said. “More people than 
expected showed up.”    

McManus said U.S. 
Reps. Gregory Meeks (D-
Jamaica), Jerrold Nadler 
(D-Manhattan) and Hakeem 
Jeffreies (D-Brookyn) and 
other elected city and state 
officials support the restora-
tion of the Rockaway Beach 
Line. 

On the other hand, the 
QueensWay project has the 
backing of U.S. Reps. Jo-
seph Crowley (D-Jackson 

Heights) and Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing), and other lo-
cal officials. 

“The Rockaway Beach 
Line will unite us, while 
the QueensWay plan will 
continue to divide us,” Mc-
Manus said. 

But the QueensWay sup-
porters said that, according 
to the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority and the 
Port Authority, the reactiva-
tion of the Rockaway Beach 
LIRR “is not a feasible op-
tion because of the extraor-
dinary cost of building it.”

Rockaway Beach line backers would agree to share the land with the Queensway park project.

David Rangel

Call to revive train line
Some residents want old Rockaway Beach LIRR back

Two men plead guilty
in Jax Heights murder
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198-29 HORACE HARDING EXP. FRESH MEADOWS
(LOCATED NEAR THE BLUEBAY DINER, NEXT TO WALDBAUM’S)

RED TAG ITEMS EXCLUDED FROM ALL PROMOTIONS.
ONLY VALID WITH ADVERTISEMENT. ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.

SALE SALE

MARTINI & ROSSI
ASTI SPUMANTI

BLACKSTONE 
MERLOT

SANTA MARGHERITA
PINOT GRIGIO

CONCHA Y TORRO
FRONTERA

ALL TYPES

WOODBRIDGE
ALL TYPES

JOHNNIE WALKER
RED

OYSTER BAY
SAUVIGNON BLANC

APOTHIC 
RED

BAILEY’S
GIFT SET

YELLOW TAIL
ALL TYPES

JOHNNIE WALKER 
DOUBLE BLACK

ROBERT MONDAVI 
PRIVATE SELECTION

CABERNET SAVIGNON

LOUIS MARTINI 
SONOMA CABERNET

KENDALL JACKSON
CHARDONNAY

LAGAVULIN 16YR
SINGLE MALT

$64.99
750 ML.

750 ML.

750 ML.

750 ML.

1.5 L.

I.5 L.

1.75 LTR.

750 ML. 750 ML.

750 ML.

1.5 LTR.

750 ML.

750 ML.

750 ML.

750 ML.

SVEDKA 
VODKA

1.75 LTR.

$17.99 $10.99

$5.99

$18.99

$6.99

BAREFOOT WINE 
ALL TYPES

1.5 LTR.

$9.99

$9.99

$31.99

STERLING NAPA
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

750 ML.

$16.99

SILVER OAK
ALEXANDER VALLEY

750 ML.

$49.99

$8.99 $7.99

$23.99

$9.99

$38.99

$7.99

$10.49

$9.99

THANKSGIVING SALE

10% OFF
15% OFF
20% OFF

2 Bottles
or More
6 Bottles
or More
12 Bottles
or More

NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 7, 2014
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

W
IN

E
 SA

L
E

$10 OFF
Any Liquor Purchase of $100 or More

NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 7, 2014
EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

CAVIT
PINOT GRIGIO

1.5 LTR.
$10.99

FR A N N Y LE W
WI N E & LI Q U O R

BLUE TAG SALE: 

PURCHASE ANY 2 BLUE TAG ITEMS 

& RECEIVE 

15% OFF
ASSORT 12 BOTTLES &  RECEIVE 

25% OFF

CHARDONNAY SALE:15% OFF OUR SELECTION OF OVER 100 CHARDONNAYS

LARGEST SELECTION OF WINE & SPIRITS IN QUEENS
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TAKE A PHOTO 
WITH SANTA

with your camera and a $5 
donation to St. Mary’s 

Heathcare System for Children 
Christmas Caroling & Tree 

Lighting at Santa’s Workshop
Saturday,

November 29, 2014
1PM to 6PM

www.stmaryskids.org
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pened and she was equally 
shocked. 

“I walked in her back-
yard and she was out there 
with her mouth gaping 
open and I said, ‘Oh my god! 
What is that?’ and she said, 
‘I don’t know what’s going 
on there because there are 
16 to 20 geese!,’” Durchhal-

ter said. “Even if it’s food 
for food consumption, who 
is feeding 16 to 20 geese for 
their family?”

But according to an-
other resident in the area, 
who has been living there 
for 50 years, this isn’t the 
first time the owners have 
hung up animals since they 
moved to the neighborhood 
in April 2011. 

“I did see it last winter, 
but not as much,” she said. 

“Now it’s just clothesline-
full.”

  The occupants of the 
house could not be reached 
to explain the mysterious 
bird appearance.

  Durchhalter reached 
out to the office of Council-
man Paul Vallone (D-Bay-
side) and the Department 
of Health and formally 
submitted a complaint on 
behalf of her sister. 

The workers chose to 
protest Friday given that 
the last USPS board of gov-
ernors meeting of the year 
was scheduled to take place 
that day. They hope to re-
verse the decision before 
the new postmaster gen-
eral, Chief Operating Offi-
cer Megan Brennan, takes 
over.

Chanting “U.S. mail is 
not for sale!,” the workers 

marched back and forth in 
front of the center as part 
of a nationwide protest in 
150 locations throughout 
the United States against a 
change in the standard for 
overnight delivery of first-
class mail. The demonstra-
tions also took place at the 
Canarsie Post Office in 
Brooklyn and the James A. 
Farley GPO in Manhattan.

Last year, Donahoe 
changed the delivery stan-
dard to one to two days. 
Starting Jan. 5, he will 
change the standard to two 

to three days ---- a decision 
Donahoe made last year.

The change is expected 
to cause a delay in the de-
livery of mail such as medi-
cine, online purchases, lo-
cal newspapers, religious 
organizations’ newsletters, 
bill payments, letters and 
invitations. A total of 82 
mail processing and distri-
bution centers, including 
the College Point facility, 
are also scheduled to close, 
Yaccarino said.
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he was working at Battery 
Park City, not far from the 
epicenter of the attacks. He 
was there until mid-winter 
helping displaced people 
find a place to stay and giv-
ing out information from 
other city and state agen-
cies.

“I saw a lot of sad things,” 
he said “Unfortunately, I got 
sick.”

He is suffering from thy-
roid cancer and has lost 40 
percent of his lung capacity.

To make matters worse, 
when he filed papers to re-
tire, he discovered that, un-

like uniformed respondents, 
he was not entitled to the 75 
percent disability pension.

To tackle the disparity, 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) will introduce a 
bill calling Albany to pass 
a law that would treat uni-
formed and non-uniformed 
9/11 workers as equals.

“We must make sure 
non-uniformed respondents 
get the same benefits as 
uniformed respondents,” 
the lawmaker said. “This is 
about fairness.”

The legislator pointed 
out, “All the respondents 
went down to help, and now 
we should do the most to get 
them the health care and 
benefits they need.”

Avella estimated that 

about 10,000 non-uniform 
respondents worked in 
cleanup and other duties in 
and around ground zero for 
months. 

Syken pointed out that 
during the first days down-
town “we didn’t even have 
masks. We were breathing 
that deadly air.”

He said Syken, like many 
others, “was breathing the 
same bad air as uniformed 
workers.” Avella added, 
“Unfortunately, years later, 
he (Syken) got sick.”

“Most of first responders 
are fine, but unfortunately, 
some passed away and oth-
ers are getting sick,” the 
state legislator said. 
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to Bismol pink” drop boxes, 
describing them as “illegal 
and a nuisance.”

Mark-Viverito said the 
number of violations related 
to clothing collection bins 
skyrocketed from 97 to 2,092 
from 2012 to June 2014.

Under the current law, 
the Sanitation Department 
is authorized to remove 

these unsightly metal boxes 
30 days after posting a no-
tice, but the bin owners have 
found a loophole and usually 
relocate them within that 
time frame to avoid receiv-
ing the violation.

“Illegally placed collec-
tion bins are a nuisance, an 
eyesore, and blight on our 
public spaces,” Mark-Viver-
ito said. “While we want to 
encourage New Yorkers to 
donate clothing and other 
materials to those in need, 
we also want to ensure that 

organizations collecting 
these items are doing so re-
sponsibly, and this bill will 
achieve both of those goals.”

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) said, 
“The unchecked prolifera-
tion of these illegal clothing 
collection bins has become 
an outright nuisance and 
blemish on our communi-
ties.” 
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