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A three-avenue strip of 
South Jamaica is among 30 
Census tracts in the city that 
are collectively home to about 2 
percent of the city’s population, 
but 10 percent  of families enter-
ing homeless shelters, a recent 
study found.

The Independent Budget Of-
fice released an analysis last 
week highlighting where fami-
lies entering the shelter system 
between fiscal years 2002 and 
2012 came from and why they 
were deemed eligible for assis-
tance.

The report tackled a period 
when the number of families 
deemed homeless spiked from 
6,400 in 2002 to 12,000 in 2010, 
before declining to about 8,500 
in 2012.

The surge was most pro-
found during the so-called 
Great Recession in 2010, but the 
IBO noted policy factors, such 
as the discontinuation of hous-
ing subsidies under former 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg also 
played a role.

The IBO said the portion of 
families entering shelters due 
to overcrowding — meaning 
unrelated adults did not have 
their own beds or couches or 
children of different genders 
shared rooms — fell from 38 
percent to 11 percent. During 
that period the percentage of 
families deemed eligible for 
housing because of eviction 
jumped from 17 percent to 36 
percent, while domestic vio-
lence caused a jump from 8 per-
cent to 27 percent.

The city is legally required 
to house all homeless families 
and single adults, but it re-
quires families to prove they 
have no other housing options 
available. The IBO relied on 

BY BILL PARRY

While the nation awaited 
President Obama’s planned 
overhaul of the immigration 
system, Mayor Bill de Blasio 
signed two bills into law that 
dramatically reduces New 
York City’s cooperation with 
U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement on detentions and 
deportations of undocumented 
immigrants.

Surrounded by elected of-

ficials, immigrant rights ad-
vocates, church leaders and 
police, the mayor said, “What 
we all want is comprehensive 
immigration reform that rec-
ognizes and respects and nor-
malizes the lives of almost 12 
million people, half a million 
of whom are here in this city.”

The new laws will require 
immigration officials to pres-
ent a judicial warrant before 
the city can hold an immigrant 
in custody or if the person has 

been convicted of a serious 
crime or is on a terrorist watch 
list.

“Mass deportation has not 
only pulled apart thousands of 
New York City families, it has 
also undermined public safety 
in our communities and im-
posed disproportionate penal-
ties on immigrant parents and 
spouses who these families 
depend on for emotional and 
financial supports,” de Blasio 
said at a news conference in 

Corona Friday. “Our city is not 
served when New Yorkers with 
strong ties to the community 
are afraid to engage with law 
enforcement because they fear 
law enforcement.”

Police Commissioner Bill 
Bratton called the signing a 
step in the right direction, and 
NYPD Chief of Patrol Carlos 
Gomez said, “This will surely 
help us work closer with our 
communities. No longer will 

Borough residents call for the restoration of the Rockaway Beach Line between Rego Park and Ozone Park. They held a rally in favor of re-
viving the old LIRR line that in the past reached south to the Rockways. See story on Page 2 Photo by Juan Soto
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BY BILL PARRY
 

A Bronx man has pleaded 
guilty to manslaughter in the 
strangulation death of a Jack-
son Heights teacher and his 
accomplice has copped a plea 
to robbing the victim of his 
cell phone and other items, the 
Queens district attorney said. 
The case was one of several to 
shake the LGBT community 
in recent years.

“In pleading guilty, the two 
defendants admit their roles 
in this January 2013 crime,” 
DA Richard Brown said. 
“One defendant strangled the 
teacher to death and the other 
robbed him. They both now 
face lengthy prison terms for 
their actions.”

The district attorney said 
Cecil Golden, 22, of Fulton 
Ave., pleaded guilty to first-
degree manslaughter on Nov. 
10  in the death of David Ran-
gel, a 53-year-old who taught 
Spanish to seventh and eight-
graders at PS 219 in Flushing. 
According to court records, 
Golden and Bronx resident 
Elijah Agyepong, 21, allegedly 
entered the victim’s home on 
91st Street where they beat 
and robbed him before shov-
ing the body under a couch.

The medical examiner’s 
office determined Rangel died 
as a result of compression of 
the neck and torso.

“To the LGBT community 
in Jackson Heights it was very 
frightening,” City Council-
man Daniel Dromm (D-Jack-
son Heights) said. “They actu-
ally bludgeoned him with the 
couch. The police work in this 
case was groundbreaking in 
that there was a lot of forensic 
computer work.”

Supreme Court Justice Jo-
seph Zayas has indicated that 
he will sentence Golden to 20 
years in prison a five years’ 
post release supervision Dec. 
5. Acting Supreme Court Jus-
tice Dorothy Chin-Brandt 
indicated she will sentence 
Agyepong to 15 years for first-
degree robbery.

“I congratulate DA Brown 
for staying on top of this case,” 
Dromm said. “He is a great 
friend of the Jackson Heights 
LGBT community going back 
to the successful prosecution 
in the murder of Julio Rivera, 
the young Latino man that 
was killed by white skinheads 
who were actually hunting 
him.”

Rivera was a 29-year-old 
gay bartender when he was 
beaten to death in the summer 
of 1990. He became an instant 
martyr in the LBGT commu-
nity leading to candlelight 
vigils, marches and three 
gay rights groups in Jackson 
Heights.
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 BY JUAN SOTO
 
Borough residents held a 

rally Sunday to demand the res-
toration of the Rockaway Beach 
Line, an LIRR train that left 
the station in 1962 for the last 
time and took riders from Penn 
Station in midtown Manhat-
tan to Ozone Park, Rego Park 
and across Jamaica Bay to the 
Rockaways.

Efforts are underway to re-
active the 3.5-mile north-south 
transit corridor parallel to 
Woodhaven Boulevard, a proj-
ect that would cost about $700 
million. Originally the LIRR 
line extended south to Rock-
away. A fire severed the line in 
1950, and the section between 
Ozone Park to the Rockaway 
was converted to the A train 
subway line.   

“It would be an amazing 
ride,” said Phil McManus, 
president of the Queens Public 
Transit Committee, an advo-
cacy group for better transpor-
tation. “People just know it’s 
common sense to open this rail 
again.”

McManus pointed out the 
price tag for reactivating a rail 
line that a recent Queens Col-
lege study said  would attract 
500,000 commuters “is half of 
what the new $1.4 billion Fulton 
Street station cost just to put a 
hole in a roof.”

The borough is now divided 
between those who support the 
reactivation of the Rockaway 
Beach LIRR line and those who 
want the construction of a High 
Line-style park known as the 
Queensway on the abandoned 
tracks .

“I am opposed to the park-
only idea,” the transit advocate 
said. “We are not closed to the 
idea of the park because the 
railway can be shared.”

During Sunday’s rally, 
backers of reviving the beach 
line collected signed petitions 
at the intersection of Queens 

Boulevard and Woodhaven 
Boulevard as well as over by 
the Queens Center Mall. “It was 
great,” he said. “More people 
than expected showed up.”    

McManus said U.S. Reps. 
Gregory Meeks (D-Jamaica), 
Jerrold Nadler (D-Manhattan) 
and Hakeem Jeffreies (D-
Brookyn) and other elected city 
and state officials support the 
restoration of the Rockaway 
Beach Line. 

On the other hand, the 
QueensWay project has the 
backing of U.S. Reps. Joseph 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights) 
and Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
and other local officials. 

“The Rockaway Beach Line 
will unite us, while the Queen-
sWay plan will continue to di-
vide us,” McManus said. 

But the QueensWay sup-
porters said that, according to 
the Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority and the Port 
Authority, the reactivation of 
the Rockaway Beach LIRR “is 
not a feasible option because of 
the extraordinary cost of build-
ing it.”

A spokesman for the Friends 
of the Queensway added, 
“When the facts are presented, 
the overwhelming impacts and 
drawbacks associated with rail 
reactivation are obvious.” 

For the promoters of the 
High Line-style park, their 
plan “is the best and only way 
to maximize the quality of life 
and economic development ben-
efits that will be realized when 
this property is adaptively re-
used for the community.” 

But the reviving of this line, 
according to McManus, will 
also increase property values 
in the surrounding areas.

 “We need to expand the 
transit system in Queens,” he 
said. “Property values will ex-
plode.”

The Queens Public Transit 
Committee also called for the 
elimination of unnecessary 
bus transfers, the elimination 
of the Cross Bay Boulevard 
bridge toll, faster bus service 
and steps to improve the sub-
way system. 

“We are trying our best to 
get this done,” McManus said.

Rockaway Beach line backers would agree to share the land with the 
Queensway park project.

David Rangel

Call to revive train line
Some residents want old Rockaway Beach LIRR back

Two men plead guilty
in Jax Heights murder
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BY JUAN SOTO

The Sunnyside Arts and 
Craft show is growing every 
year.

About 40 local artists put 
their work up for sale at indi-
vidual tables during the annual 
pre-holiday fair.

Items for sale included tex-
tiles, leather, ornaments, jew-
elry and art. Sale prices ranged 
from $1.49 to $149.

In an era when technology 
has basically taken over, the or-
ganizers of the fair had only one 
condition in mind for the locals 
who wanted to participate.

“Everything has to be hand-
made,” said Manny Gómez, 
president of Sunnyside Artists, 
a nonprofit of visual artists and 
art supporters promoting local 
fine arts. “It’s not fair to others 
if the products for sale at the 
show are not handmade.”

The exhibit took place Sun-
day at the Queens of Angels 
Church Parish Hall, at 44th 
Street and Skillman Avenue.

It was a success. Hundreds 

of people showed up at the fair 
looking and shopping. 

The busiest time was right 
after the 10:30 a.m. mass. In ear-
ly editions, the fair hours were 
from 12-5 p.m., but this year or-
ganizers decided to extend two 
hours, from 10 a.m to 5 p.m.  

There was also lunch at the 
fair. The traditional favorites 
for the foodies were available: 
meatball sliders, vodka penne 
and desserts.

The show’s organizers also 
said some of the artists who 
wanted to participate were 
turned down because of the 
lack of space at the church’s 
hall.

“We had over 100 applica-
tions,” Gómez said. “It was im-
possible to accommodate all.”

Part of the fees to set up the 
tables went to food pantries, es-
pecially to St. Raphael’s in Sun-
nyside.

The church serves food reg-
ularly to about 1,500 people.

Sunnyside Artists also holds 
a fine arts exhibition that takes 
place in June

Comic artist and illustrator 
Alexio Gessa was a first-timer 
at the show.

“This is great,” said Gessa, 
who goes by the name of “Lex.” 
“This events brings people to-
gether and they bring artists 
together.”

Lex, who had a booth at New 

York Comic Con, was drawing 
new sketches as he was selling 
his art at the fair.

Nearby was Blanca Narváez. 
She was selling products made 
out of dried fruits.

“I usually make designs out 
of the dried fruits,” she said in 
Spanish. “My goal is to have 

people enjoy the food and be 
healthy at the same time,” said 
Narváez, who won the prize for 
best dessert at the Best Dessert 
in Queens Taste in 2012.

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4564.

Alexio Gessa, who uses the name "Lex,” draws one of his comic heroes during the Sunnyside Arts and Crafts 
fair.  Photo by Juan Soto

Sunnyside artists showcase work at popular fair
Hundreds shop at neighborhood pre-holiday exhibit featuring handmade-only products

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

Shoppers Celebrate 
the magic of the
HOLIDAY
SEASON

Shoppers are invited to enjoy an 
evening of pure delight as Atlas 
Park offi cially brings in the holiday 
season with its annual Tree Lighting 
Ceremony.  The fi rst 500 shoppers 
will receive a magic wand to help 
light our enchanted tree with the 
help of Santa.  They’ll be live music, 
face painters, and free giveaways for 
the kids.  Plus, children will be able 
to enjoy milk and cookies with Santa 
following the tree lighting.   

Saturday, November 22nd 6-8 pm 

Countdown to tree lighting 
begins at 6:25 p.m.

8000 Cooper Avenue
Glendale, NY 11385
Center Green

What: 

When:

Where: 

Countdown to Light the 
Enchanted Tree at Atlas Park
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BY BILL PARRY

The massive Astoria Cove 
development is expected to get 
the green light when the full 
City Council puts it to a vote 
Tuesday. 

A historic deal was reached 
last week when 2030 Astoria 
Developers agreed to raise the 
number of permanent afford-
able units to 27 percent, up from 
the proposed 20 percent.

“We were negotiating this 
up until the absolute last min-
ute to make sure that we got the 
best community benefits that 
we could get,” City Councilman 
Costa Constantinides (D-As-
toria) said. “There are always 
moments that you have where 
both sides are dug into their 
positions. Sometimes I thought 
we were too far apart and it 
was very difficult at times, but 
I always felt good that we had 
a partner in this administra-
tion.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio gave 
credit to strong leadership in 
the City Council in forging the 
agreement, in particular to the 
first-year councilman. “I know 
Costa drove a hard bargain at 
the table with the developer,” 
he said.

In addition to the record 
27 percent of the 1,723-unit 
complex set aside for low- and 
middle-income households, the 

deal includes investment in a 
transportation network, money 
to bring a ferry to Astoria, a 
million dollars for the Astoria 
library and the NYCHA Senior 
Center and even an upgrade to 
the Whitey Ford Field, accord-
ing to Constantinides.

“Plus good union jobs with 
apprenticeships with training 
and a living wage with pension 
benefits,” he said.

The mayor called the deal 
a “game-changer” that will 
change the way such deals are 
done in the future. 

“In the not so distant past, in-
cluding as recently as last year, 
this development would’ve had 
a lot less affordable housing,” de 
Blasio said. “Let me put this in 
human terms - the count I have, 
that’s 119 more units - 119 more 
families in this city who will 
have affordable housing who 
wouldn’t have had it otherwise. 
That’s a real difference-maker.”

There was a second de-
velopment during the rookie 
councilman’s  week. On Nov. 13 
Constantinides announced pas-
sage of his bill INT. 378, which 
mandates the city reduce its 
greenhouse gas emissions by 80 
percent by 2050. The bill unani-
mously passed the City Council 
with 42 co-sponsors.

“We are a city that leads the 
way on housing, public health 
and transportation policy, so we 
must continue to lead the way 
on environmental protection,” 
Constantinides said. “Combat-
ing climate change is a 21st cen-
tury issue that affects all New 
Yorkers and that’s why we must 
construct policies that keep us 
on par with global standards.

According to the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate 
Change, there is an indisput-
able link between carbon emis-
sions and warmer climates 
worldwide.

“While rising seas and 
extreme weather events are 
likely part of New York City’s 
future, we can still prevent the 
worst outcomes,” City Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito 
(D-Manhattan) said. “Not only 
can we turn the tide of climate 
change, but as the most popu-
lous city in the country and a 
global leader, we have the moral 
responsibility to do so.”

BY SARINA TRANGLE

A Queens Supreme Court 
judge sentenced a Jackson 
Heights man to two years be-
hind bars after prosecutors 
said he fled from a Sunnyside 
wreck that left an 8-year-old 
girl and five others injured in 
February, the Queens DA said.

The district attorney’s office 
said Judge Barry Kron handed 
down the prison term and a 
year and a half of post-release 
supervision to Luis Andrade 
Tuesday.

Andrade, 32, of Jackson 
Heights, pleaded guilty in Oc-
tober to second-degree assault 
— the top charge he faced —  in 
satisfaction of other charges, 
the DA said.

Such a plea means other 
charges initially listed in his 
complaint, including leaving 
the scene of an incident without 

reporting serious physical inju-
ry, without reporting personal 
injury and with aggravated un-
licensed operation of a motor 
vehicle, were dismissed.

His attorney could not im-
mediately be reached for com-
ment.

The complaint said video 
surveillance caught a driver 
losing control of a 2003 Mazda 
6 on Northern Boulevard near 
48th Street Feb. 1, veering from 
the left lane across to the right 
lane, slamming into a bus shel-
ter and then driving off.

Five people were rushed to 
Elmhurst Hospital, including 
an 8-year-old girl whose skull 
was fractured and a woman 
whose femur and tibia were 
broken, prosecutors said.

Police recovered the Mazda 
with a shattered windshield and 
partially torn-off front bumper 
abandoned about a mile away, 

at 61st Street and 38th Avenue, 
prosecutors said.

Andrade, whose license is 
revoked and has been suspend-
ed at least three times, admit-
ted he crashed the Mazda into 
the bus stop, continued driving, 
ditched the car and returned to 
the scene, where he saw several 
police and ambulances, accord-
ing to the complaint.

Prosecutors said the car’s 
registered owner, Rosa Gavi-
lanez, told investigators she 
gave Andrade both sets of keys 
to the Mazda and permission to 
use it.

She said he called about 
an hour after the accident and 
asked her to report the car sto-
len, the complaint said. Pros-
ecutors said he then called the 
next day and told her he had 
been in an accident with the 
Mazda.

BY BILL PARRY

The Long Island City Part-
nership’s 27th annual Trade 
Show  drew more than 2,000 
visitors and 103 exhibitors to 
the Astoria World Manor last 
week. The event showcases 
the diverse blend of indus-
trial, commercial tech, resi-
dential and cultural sectors 
that make up the booming 
business community.

“It’s a wonderful way for 
our members to do business 
with each other,” LIC Part-
nership President Elizabeth 
Lusskin said. “It’s all about 
making contacts. There’s a 
great synergy here where the 
concrete companies meet the 
printing company they could 
use, the artists need marble 
for their sculptures and so 
forth.”

Each of the exhibitors set 
up tables with literature de-
tailing their services.

 “We come to this show 
every year,” said John Maltz, 
president of the Greiner-
Maltz residential and com-
mercial real estate firm. “It’s 
a way to meet the owners of 
small businesses and start-
ups who might be looking for 
bigger spaces. It’s a good way 
to connect with potential 
customers.”

The Queens Economic De-
velopment Corporation had a 
table at the front of the room. 

“It’s the biggest trade 
show in Queens,” QEDC Di-
rector of Marketing & Tour-
ism Rob MacKay said. “We 
wouldn’t miss it. I’ve already 
met two potential clients for 
our Entrepreneur Space and 
it’s not even noon. I also met 

someone that wants to give 
a seminar at our Women’s 
Business Center. It’s been a 
productive day and if I win 
the raffle, it will be a heck of 
a day!”

Michael Murphy, the 
owner of the award-winning 
Murphy’s Lobster Grill in 
Sunnyside, attended for the 
first time.

“For years I’ve been try-
ing to get some of the LIC 
crowd to come to my bar 
and restaurant just up the 
road in Sunnyside,” he said. 
“I came down because the 
LIC Partnership is a great 
organization. I’ve made a lot 
of contacts and I figure next 
year I’ll set up a table, espe-
cially now that it’s back here 
in western Queens.”

The Trade Fair  had been 
held at Terrace on the Park 
for the last few years because 
that venue had more space. 
Lusskin decided to move it 
back to the neighborhood 
even though membership 
in the partnership has in-
creased 50 percent since she 
took over last year.

“Nothing against Flush-
ing Meadows, but if we’re go-
ing to celebrate business in 
western Queens, we should 
do it in the area,” Lusskin 
said. “Unlike at Terrace on 
the Park, where everyone 
was spread out in many dif-
ferent rooms, here everyone 
was in the same room with 
equal exposure and everyone 
seemed happy with that.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Costa Constantinides

Borough President Melinda Katz addresses a roomful of business peo-
ple at the LIC Partnership Trade Show. Photo by Bill Parry

Mayor credits Costa
Councilman wins kudos for Astoria Cove agreement

Jax Hts driver gets 2 yrs in crash

LIC business crowd
gathers on home turf
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BY BILL PARRY

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
came under fire from veter-
ans groups and sponsors for 
a bill he vetoed that would 
have boosted veterans’ pen-
sions last week.

Cuomo found some cover 
by the launching of an on-
line feature that will connect 
veterans with employment 
opportunities and he signed 
two bills, one that provides 
a state income-tax check-off 
to donate to a homeless veter-
ans charity and another bill 
that will increase the proper-
ty tax exemption from $5,000 
to $7,500 of assessed value.

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) and Assem-
blywoman Aravella Simotas 
(D-Astoria) sponsored the In-
creased Property Tax Relief 
for Veterans and announced 
the signing in front of Vet-

erans Memorial at Astoria 
Park Nov. 6. The bill will im-
mediately raise the property 
tax exemption, remedying 
the effects of inflation on a 
policy meant to make life 
easier for servicemen and 
women returning home.

“The cost of living 
changed, tax rates changed, 
and property values changed, 
but the exemption stayed the 
same,” Gianaris said. “It is 
incumbent upon all of us to 
take care of our veterans 
when they return home. To-
day, we celebrate making 
it easier for the courageous 
men and women who have 
served this country to own 
a home anywhere in New 
York. With this new law, we 
send a message to all those 
who serve that New York wel-
comes you back with open 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

State Assemblyman Michael 
Miller (D-Woodhaven) aims to 
be the next visionary contribut-
ing to the mayor’s traffic safety 
initiative.

Miller said he is trying to co-
ordinate a meeting with Mayor 
Bill de Blasio to discuss how 
the bills he is sponsoring may 
dovetail with Vision Zero, the 
administration’s action plan to 
curb pedestrian fatalities by 
reducing the speed limit to 25 
miles per hour on most streets 
and redesigning dangerous 
roads.

The assemblyman’s first 
bill calls for dedicated cross-
ing periods for pedestrians at 
congested intersections. This 
would entail stopping all lanes 
of traffic for a brief period as 
those on foot or bicycle cross in 
any direction.

Miller said the idea came to 
him as he watched cars line up 
to turn from Jamaica Avenue 
onto Woodhaven Boulevard, 
edging into the turn as pedes-
trians have the light.

“If you can give this time, 
it’ll actually be a shorter period 

of time for cars. It would be X 
amount of seconds for crossing 
instead of X amount for those 
walking on Woodhaven Bou-
levard and X amount for those 
walking on Jamaica Avenue,” 
he said.

Miller noted that downtown 
Manhattan has this configura-
tion in at least one intersection, 
and he believes it may benefit 
thoroughfares targeted in Vi-
sion Zero, such as Woodhaven 
Boulevard.

The artery between north-
ern and southern Queens was 
named the most deadly road 
in the borough by the Tri-State 
Transportation Campaign, a 
non-profit focused on equitable 
transit, which found that eight 
pedestrians were killed in acci-
dents on Woodhaven Boulevard 
from 2010 to 2012.

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Too many lawyers in the 
courtroom may spoil the fed-
eral court date for two Queens 
political figures fighting cor-
ruption charges.

Six weeks ahead of their 
scheduled trial in White Plains 
federal court, Judge Kenneth 
Karas called a conference 
to weigh state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith’s (D-Hollis) right to a 
speedy trial, the pregnancy 
of the lawyer representing co-
defendant Vincent Tabone and 
the government’s insistence 
that severing their trials would 
impede prosecutors’ case.

Tabone’s attorney Debo-
rah Misir is pushing for an 
adjournment until September 
because of what she described 
as a high-risk pregnancy and 
planned maternity leave.

Many have suggested alter-
native attorneys for Tabone, 
the former vice chairman of 
the Queens Republican Party.  
Prosecutors have been eyeing 
Misir’s co-counsel, Leo Ahern, 
and the judge has penciled in 
Misir’s husband and legal part-
ner, Grant Lally, for Thursday’s 

planned conference despite his 
withdrawing from the case 
months ago.  

Lally lost a race for Con-
gress Nov. 4. Prosecutors previ-
ously argued the Republican’s 

failed bid might have pitted his 
interests against Tabone’s.

“Mr. Lally is happy to go to 
court if the judge wants him 
there,” Misir said, noting he 
spent months engrossed in 

campaigning and away from 
the case. “He is not sure what 
he can add.”

Misir, Ahern and Tabone 
have described Misir as the 
lead attorney and emphasized 

Tabone intends to exercise 
his right to an attorney of his 
choice by sticking with Misir 
in court filings.

Thursday’s conference 
comes on the heels of prosecu-
tors adding an obstruction of 
witness testimony charge to 
the indictment facing Tabone.

Prosecutors alleged that Ta-
bone visited the home of now-
deceased Queens GOP boss 
Phil Ragusa more than an hour 
before the ailing Whitestone 
resident was expected to give 
a deposition May 23 and urged 
him not to testify. 

Misir said her client has 
pleaded not guilty to that 
charge.

His attorneys along with 
Smith’s have maintained their 
innocence in what prosecutors 
have described as an elaborate 
ploy by Smith to bribe his way 
onto the Republican line in the 
2013 mayoral elections. 

Smith is charged with steer-
ing $500,000 in state funding 
to a pseudo real estate project 
in exchange for its recipients 
agreeing to finance his sus-

Vince Tabone leaves White Plains federal court in 2013 after his indictment on corruption charges.

Assemblyman Michael Miller wants 
to discuss traffic bills with Mayor 
Bill de Blasio.

Two Queens pols pass
tax relief bill for vets

Mike Miller pitches bills
as additions to Vision Zero

Tabone’s lawyers seek adjournment
Attorney says pregnancy and maternity leave merit delays, but prosecutors disagree

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52 Continued on Page 52
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BY SARINA TRANGLE
 
Prosecutors want another 

go-around with a former Forest 
Hills police officer, known as 
the “Cannibal Cop,” who got a 
judge to toss out his prior con-
viction on conspiring to kid-
nap, kill and eat women.

Manhattan Federal Court 
Judge Paul Gardephe sentenced 
Gilberto Valle last week to the 
year behind bars he served dur-
ing his case and a year of super-
vised release, during which he 
must continue mental health 
treatment, avoid contact with 
women prosecutors described 
as targets, stay off any sexual 
fetish websites and forums and 
consent to the government us-
ing a computer monitor to en-
sure compliance, according to 
court documents.

Hours after the judge hand-
ed down the sentence, federal 
prosecutors filed an appeal ask-
ing that the jury’s initial con-
viction of conspiracy to commit 
kidnapping stand.

A jury found Valle guilty in 
March 2013 of superseding his 
authorized access while search-
ing a Federal Bureau of Inves-

tigation database for details 
about women and of conspiring 
to commit kidnapping.

But this summer, Gar-
dephe granted a request made 
by Valle’s attorney and over-
turned the conspiracy convic-
tion while authorizing a new 
trial on that count.

The FBI began investigat-
ing the 30-year-old Forest Hills 
resident after his wife said she 
found graphic pornography on 
his computer and detailed plans 
to kidnap and torture women.

Agents then found chats 
and e-mails Valle exchanged 
with alleged co-conspirators, 
extensive files on at least five 
women who prosecutors said 
he planned to abduct and Inter-
net searches for rope and chlo-
roform. 

The cop worked for the 
NYPD for six years prior to his 
arrest in 2012.

Gardephe concluded that 
prosecutors’ use of exchanges 
between Valle and three al-
leged co-conspirators in New 
Jersey, England and India or 
Pakistan on the sexual fantasy 
website Dark Fetish Network 
did not illustrate any concrete 

steps taken by Valle to plot kid-
nappings.

“This is a conspiracy that 
existed solely in cyberspace,” 
Gardephe wrote in his opinion. 
“Dates for ‘planned’ kidnap-
pings pass without comment, 
without discussion, without 
explanation and with no follow-
up. The only plausible explana-
tion for the lack of comment 

or inquiry about allegedly 
agreed-upon and scheduled 
kidnappings is that Valle and 
the others engaged in these 
chats understood that no kid-
nappings would actually take 
place.”

In their appeal, prosecutors 
argued Valle actively worked 
towards the kidnappings by 
gathering information about 

where targets lived and worked, 
offering to mail two of them 
PBA cards in a bid to earn their 
trust, meeting one woman for 
lunch and researching how to 
incapacitate victims with chlo-
roform.

They contended that Gar-
dephe wanted the government 
to explain Valle’s communica-
tions above and beyond how 
such communications are typi-
cally handled in court, and that 
an FBI agent had described how 
the agency determined which of 
Valle’s exchanges were fantasy 
and which were not.

“Far from being irrational, 
the jury’s verdict was well-sup-
ported by the record of Valle’s 
communications, preparations 
and post-arrest statements, 
which demonstrated a genuine 
intent to kidnap,” the appeal 
read. “Judge Gardephe dis-
agreed.”

Valle’s attorney did not re-
spond to requests for comment.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle by e-mail at strangle@
cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

Former NYPD Officer Gilberto Valle has been sentenced to a year of su-
pervised release, according to prosecutors.

Prosecutors appeal ‘Cannibal Cop’ case
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BY MADINA TOURE

In light of U.S. Postal 
Service Postmaster General 
Patrick Donahoe’s announce-
ment he will retire Feb. 1, 
postal workers protested 
against his decision to stop 
processing first-class mail at 
the USPS facility in College 
Point Friday afternoon be-
fore it goes into effect.

Starting in April, USPS 
is expected to begin process-
ing first-class mail in Brook-
lyn instead of at the Queens 
Processing and Distribution 
Center in

center on 140-04 20th Ave. 
The consolidation would af-
fect about 600 of the center’s 
roughly 1,000 employees who 
are responsible for process-
ing first-class mail as well as 
mail handlers.

 “The mail’s not going 
anywhere, so two to three 
days will probably take three 
to four days, if you’re lucky,” 
said Robert J. Yaccarino, 
president of the Flushing Lo-
cal 2286 chapter of the Ameri-
can Postal Workers Union.  
Six hundred workers will be 
excessed out of this facility, 
and there’s no guarantee that 
they’re going to get a job in 
the area.”

The postal workers union, 
whose 905 union members 
represent a large percentage 
of the affected employees, 
organized the protest in con-
junction with the Mail Han-
dlers Union, the Rural Letter 
Carriers Association and the 
National Association of Let-
ter Carriers.

The workers chose to pro-
test Friday given that the 
last USPS board of gover-
nors meeting of the year was 
scheduled to take place that 
day. They hope to reverse the 
decision before the new post-
master general, Chief Operat-

ing Officer Megan Brennan, 
takes over.

Chanting “U.S. mail is 
not for sale!,” the workers 
marched back and forth in 
front of the center as part of 
a nationwide protest in 150 lo-
cations throughout the Unit-
ed States against a change in 
the standard for overnight 
delivery of first-class mail. 
The demonstrations also 
took place at the Canarsie 
Post Office in Brooklyn and 
the James A. Farley GPO in 
Manhattan.

Last year, Donahoe 
changed the delivery stan-
dard to one to two days. Start-
ing Jan. 5, he will change the 
standard to two to three days 
---- a decision Donahoe made 
last year.

The change is expected to 
cause a delay in the delivery 
of mail such as medicine, on-
line purchases, local newspa-
pers, religious organizations’ 
newsletters, bill payments, 
letters and invitations. A to-
tal of 82 mail processing and 
distribution centers, includ-
ing the College Point facility, 
are also scheduled to close, 
Yaccarino said.

“I felt great. I thought it 
was a great turnout. A lot of 
people agree with us,” said 
Patricia Vasquez, an APWU 
representative. “A lot of the 
cars that were stopped and 
were given fliers were agree-
ing with our views: that if 
you’re going to pay first-class 
postage, you should have 
first-class service.”

This year, USPS, which is 
not taxpayer-funded, earned 
an operating profit of more 
than $1 billion, according to 
an APWU press release. Due 
to the rise of e-commerce, 
package delivery has experi-
enced a boom, despite the fact 
that first-class mail revenue 
has gone down.

BY SARINA TRANGLE

A Kew Gardens man filed 
a lawsuit against the U.S. 
Army last week claiming its 
ROTC program violated his 
religious rights by refusing to 
accept him unless he strayed 
from Sikh practices.

Iknoor Singh, a sopho-
more at Hofstra University 
in Long Island, said the col-
lege’s Army Reserve Officer 
Training Corps would admit 
him and consider granting 
him a waiver for his beard, 
untrimmed hair and turban 
if he first cleared these Sikh 
customs and complied with 
the Army’s grooming and uni-
form standards, according to 
the complaint.

The American Civil Lib-
erties Union and the United 
Nations-affiliated United 
Sikhs humanitarian group 
filed the suit in the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the District of 
Columbia. The Army initially 
said Singh’s requests would 
have adversely affected the 
military’s cohesion, safety 
and discipline, according to 
the complaint, but the suit 
maintained the military had 
previously made exceptions 
for Sikhs and others whose re-
ligious beliefs diverged from 
the dress code.

In a blog post, Singh de-
scribed how he wanted to use 
the ROTC to propel him to a ca-
reer as a military intelligence 
officer and combat negative 
stereotypes of Sikhs, who are 
often confused with Muslims 
and have been targeted in the 
wake of the Sept. 11 attacks.

“How is it possible that 
most Sikhs like me are prohib-
ited from serving in the Unit-
ed States — a nation whose 
founding principle is religious 
freedom?” the Kew Gardens 
resident wrote. “Barring us 
from serving in the military 
because of our religious prac-
tices helps reinforce these 
hurtful stereotypes. It is my 
hope that when fellow Ameri-
cans see Sikhs like me de-
fending this great nation, the 
misperception of Sikhs being 
‘terrorists’ and ‘foreigners’ 
will fade away.”

Sikh men let their hair 
grow naturally to demonstrate 
their belief in the perfection-
ism of God’s creation and wear 
turbans to protect this sign of 
their devotion, according to 
the suit. Queens’ Sikh leaders 

have also called for the NYPD 
to revise its policies and begin 
admitting men with turbans.

The Army said it could not 
comment on pending litiga-
tion. However, Army spokes-
man Lt. Col. Benjamin Gar-
rett defended the military.

“The Army is a diverse 
force with a long history of 
accommodating the religious 
practices of its members 
and the rights of soldiers to 
observe the tenets of their 
respective religions, or to ob-
serve no religion at all,” Gar-
rett wrote in an e-mail.

The suit outlined dress 
code exceptions the Army has 
made — including one for a 
Sikh physician that has worn 
a modified turban while in Af-
ghanistan, a Sikh medic and 
rabbis who have beards.

The complaint said Army 
regulations that went into 
effect in January 2014 man-

dated that all religious dress 
code waivers be handled by 
the secretary of the Army or 
the deputy chief of staff. But 
Singh’s case, which was in the 
appeal stages at that point, 
never made it to such senior 
staff and was denied, the com-
plaint alleged.

“Mr. Singh is now left with 
an untenable choice: Enlist as 
an ROTC cadet and abandon 
the sacred religious practices 
that he has followed his entire 
life or forfeit his dreams of 
joining ROTC — along with 
the many benefits of enlist-
ment in the program, which 
is the largest officer commis-
sioning source in the mili-
tary,” the suit concluded.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle by e-mail at strangle@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4546.

Iknoor Singh Photo courtesy of ACLU

Ronald Oree, assistant secretary treasury for the Local Branch 294 
chapter of the National Association of Letter Carriers, lead the pro-
test. Photo by Madina Toure

Postal workers rally 
for jobs in College Pt.

Boro man sues Army
ROTC rejects Kew Gardens student with turban: Suit
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POLICE 

Blotter
ELMHURST - The NYPD has re-

leased photos of a man wanted for 
questioning in a deadly shooting out-
side an Elmhurst nightclub on Oct. 
31. Police from the 110th Precinct 
responded to a call of a disorderly 
crowd outside Club Hive, at 79-21 
Queens Blvd. at around 4 a.m.

When the police arrived, the 
crowd dispersed into the street, as 
an unknown suspect began shooting 
near the corner of Barnwell Avenue 
and Queens Boulevard, police say. 
Three individuals were wounded. 
Tamar Sermons, 20, was shot in the 
neck and leg and was pronounced 
DOA at Elmhurst Hospital Center.

Officials released the image of a 
man wearing a No. 99 football jersey, 
taken from surveillance video. Po-
lice describe him as a man in his 20s 
and he is wanted for questioning.

DITMARS — An unknown person allegedly 
followed a 36-year-old into a Ditmars check cash-
ing business at 11 a.m. Oct. 23, insinuated he 
had a gun, demanded cash and left with $27,000, 
the NYPD said.

The Police Department said the suspect sug-
gested he had a firearm while holding up his 
hand covered in a bag inside David’s Check 
Cashing, at 23-05 31st St.

The victim then handed him a bag with 
about $27,000 in cash, according to the NYPD.

Police said he then fled, but they released a 
photo of the suspect.

SOUTH JAMAICA — Police requested assistance locating 
a 51-year-old South Jamaica woman who has been missing 
since Nov. 15, the NYPD said.

Police said Evelyn Wine, who lives on 159th Street near 
109th Avenue, was last seen at 6:37 p.m., near 71st and Conti-
nental avenues in Forest Hills.

Officers said she was wearing a black shoulder-length 
wig, black pea coat, black skirt and black boots at the time.

She is described as a 51-year-old with a 5-foot-5, 200-pound 
frame.

S. Jamaica woman reported missing: NYPD

$27K seized in Ditmars robbery: NYPD

Police ID suspect in Club Hive shooting death

A security camera captured this 
image of a suspect wanted for a 
robbery at a 31st Street business.  

Photo courtesy NYPD

EVELYN WINE

Police released this image of a suspect 
in the Halloween shooting outside Club 
HIve that left one person dead.  

Photo courtesy NYPD

Flushing senior reported missing: Cops

SAMIR ELDAWAY

FLUSHING — The NYPD is searching for an elderly man 
who went missing on Tuesday afternoon in Flushing.

Samir Eldaway, 79, was last seen leaving his residence at 61-
19 183rd St. on Tuesday at 2 p.m. in a 2007 Nissan Altima. He is 
a Caucasian man with short white hair, brown eyes and light 
skin. He is approximately 5-foot-8, weighs 150 pounds and was 
last seen wearing blue jeans. 

The investigation is ongoing, according to NYPD Detective 
Timothy Duffy. 
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BY JUAN SOTO

The City Council is on a 
mission to eliminate illegal 
clothing donation bins not as-
sociated with any charities that 
surfaced in the streets by out-
lawing the phony containers 
with new legislation.

Bayside and other borough 
residents complained last sum-
mer about the increasing num-
ber of the mostly pink drop-off 
boxes.

With the new legislation, 
the city Sanitation Department 
is allowed to remove these con-
tainers from the curb and fine 
their owners. The city agency 
can fine the illegal bin opera-
tors up to $250 for the first vio-
lation and up to $500 for repeat 
offenses.

When the City Council 
passed the legislation Nov. 13, 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito 
criticized the “Pepto Bismol 
pink” drop boxes, describing 
them as “illegal and a nui-
sance.”

Mark-Viverito said the 
number of violations related 
to clothing collection bins sky-
rocketed from 97 to 2,092 from 

2012 to June 2014.
Under the current law, the 

Sanitation Department is au-
thorized to remove these un-
sightly metal boxes 30 days 
after posting a notice, but the 
bin owners have found a loop-
hole and usually relocate them 
within that time frame to avoid 
receiving the violation.

“Illegally placed collection 
bins are a nuisance, an eye-
sore, and blight on our public 
spaces,” Mark-Viverito said. 
“While we want to encourage 
New Yorkers to donate clothing 
and other materials to those in 
need, we also want to ensure 
that organizations collecting 
these items are doing so respon-
sibly, and this bill will achieve 
both of those goals.”

City Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside) said, “The un-
checked proliferation of these 
illegal clothing collection bins 
has become an outright nui-
sance and blemish on our com-
munities.” 

Vallone, who supported the 
legislation, pointed out the new 
law will curb “this growing 
problem and ensure that dona-
tions made by New Yorkers are 

handled responsibly and law-
fully.”

Months before the city leg-
islation was approved and  in 
response to the number of com-
plaints, state Assemblyman 
Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside) un-
veiled a similar bill that he will 
introduce in Albany, but aid it 

“goes a little further” than the 
city’s.

The lawmaker presented 
his proposal last summer. The 
statewide law would ban the 
boxes outright unless they are 
operated by organizations rec-
ognized by the Internal Rev-
enue Service.

“These for-profit entities are 
benefitting from the generous 
nature of our community,” said 
Brausntein, who hopes to in-
troduce his bill when the next 
legislative session in Albany 
convenes in January.

Warren Schreiber, president 
of the Bay Terrace Community 
Alliance, supports both bills, 
the City Council law and the 
legislation drafted by the as-
semblyman.

“New Yorkers have a right 
to know that donated goods will 
actually go to those in need,” he 
said. “The goods should never 
be sold for profit by unscrupu-
lous bin owners.”

Michal Feiner, president of 
the Bayside Hills Civic Associ-
ation, also blasted the drop-off 
containers.

“Most residents in out com-
munity try so hard to maintain 
our neighborhood and keep it 
beautiful,” he said. “Ugly, il-
legal clothing bins accomplish 
the exact opposite.”

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4564.

The Sanitation Department has the green light to fine the owners of ille-
gally placed clothing bins on public property.

Council targets phony donation bins
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

The killing of four Jewish 
worshippers in a Jerusalem syn-
agogue is an outrage.

There was no justifiable or 
logical reason for those two Pal-
estinians to senselessly murder 
them. Now, Israel, while having 
every right to respond as it deems 
necessary, should do it with some 
cautious restraint because this is 
a situation which could potential-
ly explode into more widespread 
violence between Palestinians 

and Israelis.
Hamas is a terrorist organiza-

tion bent on Israel’s destruction 
and it would like nothing better 
to have any reason to continue to 
attack Israel.

President Mahmoud Abbas 
and Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu need to put aside 
their differences and meet imme-
diately with Secretary of State 
John Kerry.

The Middle East is a seething 
cauldron, ready to explode. This 
unprovoked and heinous attack 
on those four innocent people 
has now added fuel to the already 
building fire.

If this region explodes into 
widespread conflict, the implica-
tions for world peace and stabil-
ity would be extremely bad.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows
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It’s time for Mayor de Blasio to reset his 
snooze alarm on events that define the city he 
was elected to govern.

The chronically late mayor missed the toll-
ing of the bell at 9:16 a.m., Nov. 12 in a ceremony 
in Belle Harbor that marked the 13th anniver-
sary of the American Airlines flight 587 crash 
that killed 265 people. Five died on the ground.

De Blasio blamed his tardiness on having a 
“very rough night” and his aides cited a delayed 
police boat ride from Gracie Mansion. But the 
victims’ relatives — many of whom are Domin-
ican and had traveled to the memorial from the 
Bronx — were outraged at what they saw as a 
sign of disrespect for their community.

 Most of the passengers on the Santo-Do-
minican-bound flight were Dominican. But 
the crash also took a heavy toll on the Rock-
away community just weeks after 30 people in 
Breezy Point perished in the Sept. 11 attack on 
the World Trade Center. Many were firefight-
ers and police officers.

After months of keeping government offi-
cials, community leaders and the press wait-
ing, de Blasio is finally being forced to confront 
his perpetual lapses with the time clock.

DNA.info reported the mayor was 30 min-
utes late getting to the boat outside Gracie 
Mansion before the trip even began.

It was not lost on the Rockaways that the 
mayor might have gotten to the memorial as 
planned if he had not terminated the Rockaway 
ferry Nov. 1.

Former Mayor Michael Bloomberg man-
aged to reach the isolated peninsula from the 
Upper East Side in time to make some brief re-
marks and observe a moment of silence every 
year during his administration.

De Blasio may have heard his critics. He 
kicked off a press conference on immigration 
in Jackson Heights late last week right at the 
scheduled time.

His chronic lateness has raised questions 
about his leadership ability and his account-
ability to the people he represents. New York is 
the largest city in the country and a player on 
the world stage.

We need a mayor who can lead by example, 
show up on time and give his constituents the 
respect they deserve.

RISE AND SHINE

Killings bring greater consequences
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READERS WRITE

As a former City Council member 
from Queens, I followed the Sen. Mal-
colm Smith political trial with keen in-
terest. The government’s first attempt at 
this prosecution ended in one plea bar-
gain, one conviction and a spectacular 
mistrial for the remaining defendants 
because the government withheld thou-
sands of hours of recordings — appar-
ently in Yiddish.

Now we read as reported in the New 
York Post, New York Law Journal and 
The New York Times that the govern-
ment has opposed an otherwise run of 
the mill request for a medical adjourn-
ment by the lead counsel to one of the 
defendants. Deborah N. Misr is in her 
sixth month of a high-risk pregnancy 
and has therefore asked that the trial 
date be pushed back from its start date 
in January when she will be eight 
months pregnant.

The government has opposed her 

very reasonable request. How can the 
government be so insensitive and treat 
women as second class citizens?

The chief argument by the govern-
ment is that Misr, 43, is six months into 
a high-risk pregnancy can not be so bad 
off as she and her doctor’s claim, since 
she was planning to be a panelist in a 
legal conference on Nov. 6, for one week. 
This challenge is unintelligible.

First of all, she never went to the 
conference and if she did, so what? One 
cannot compare a flight to Washington, 
D.C., where she (at six months pregnant) 
would be in a hotel and have the ability 
to excuse herself anytime she wants, 
to go to her room and relax, with being 
eight months pregnant when the trial is 
to start in January.

It certainly will be a high-stress trial 
where all of her attention should be on 
the defense of her client. Not to mention 
she would have to travel from Suffolk 

County, where she lives, to White Plains 
in Westchester County (a distance of 
at least 101 miles) everyday during the 
trial. That commute alone is stressful 
enough for anyone, much less a wom-
an in a high-risk pregnancy of eight 
months.

What is the message that the govern-
ment is sending to women of child-bear-
ing age? What about the Parent Leave 
Act? What message is this to employers? 
Should employers deny a woman her 12-
week leave when she is not able to work 
due to her pregnancy? The government’s 
actions here are certainly chilling.

Were the court not to grant such a 
request (the court can simply start the 
Smith trial and adjourn for the other 
co-defendant she represents), not only 
would it interfere with the defendant’s 
6th Amendment right to effective coun-
sel, it would undercut the substantial 
gains women have made as attorneys 

at the bar over the past 50 years. If fe-
male lawyers are not routinely granted 
adjournments for pregnancy but male 
lawyers are granted adjournments to 
say deal with prostate issues what does 
it say about our society and equal pro-
tection before the law?

Pregnancy must be afforded the 
same protective treatment as a disabil-
ity or the discriminatory impact on 
woman members of the bar would be 
indelible.

It seems that the handling of this 
decidedly bizarre case will continue to 
have far reaching consequences for our 
polity and our society.

Equal protection under the law has 
to extend to everyone or it will be ren-
dered meaningless.

Allan W. Jennings, Jr.
Former Community Council Member

Congratulations voters! Once 
again, you’ve voted against your own 
best interests.

You’ve handed control of the New 
York state Senate to Republicans. They 
are members of a party that wants 
to diminish voting rights, women’s 
rights, clean air and water acts, the 
minimum wage, and social safety nets, 
while increasing the rights of corpora-
tions and the wealthy.

You’ve re-elected Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo, a quasi-Democrat who created the 
Women’s Equality Party to take votes 
away from the Working Families Par-
ty, which backed him when he agreed 
to support a minimum wage increase. 
Cuomo also established the Moreland 
Commission in July 2013 to fight politi-
cal corruption, but abruptly disbanded 
it only eight months later. His top aide 
banned subpoenas to organizations 
with ties to the governor, claiming the 
commission was supposed to investi-
gate the Legislature, not the governor’s 

office. Perhaps Cuomo needs to learn 
more about ethics himself.

Congratulations! You passed a pro-
posal that was opposed by Common 
Cause and the New York Public Inter-
est Research Group founded by Ralph 
Nader. It gave politicians the right to 
reshape voting districts to get their 
candidates elected. You also passed a $2 
billion bond proposal to provide money 
for school technology that will be obso-
lete in a few years. This money could 
have been used to rehire teachers and 
restore school budget cuts instead.

Unfortunately, without researching 
important issues, many people regu-
larly vote against their own interests. 
Those of you who didn’t bother to vote 
should also be congratulated — for 
your lack of interest in political affairs 
that will ultimately affect every one of 
us.

Linda Imhauser
Whitestone

Rethink your election decision Never forget our constitution

Protecting a lawyer’s right to be pregnant

It should not be missed by any of us 
that we are being assaulted by a progres-
sive agenda of a ruling elite that thinks 
we are not capable of managing our own 
lives. This ruling class insists on impos-
ing its righteous vision upon us for our 
own “good.”

President Obama is convinced that 
the decline of the Democratic Party and 
its policies is a result of the citizens not 
being sufficiently informed of the awe-
some paradise that awaits them. Even 
he laments that the “government is too 
busy imposing its views on those who 
don’t share them.”

Jonathan Gruber, one of the archi-
tects of Obamacare, said regarding the 
machinations and subterfuge employed 
to pass Obamacare, “Lack of transpar-
ency … and call it the stupidity of the 
American voter or whatever, but basi-
cally that was really, really critical for 
the thing to pass.”

This revelation suggests it is accept-
able for the “elites” to exploit the “stu-
pid” American voters’ ignorance for the 

voters’ own “good.”
The Constitution and our rule of law 

are the safeguards against those who 
would be kings and those who profess 
that their progressive agenda would 
be the face of the future and a force of 
enlightenment if only if we were smart 
enough to embrace it. At the moment, 
we are ruled by elitists who claim that 
government coercion and violation of 
individual rights can be justified by a 
“good” or “unselfish” motive.

However, a good dictatorship is a 
contradiction in terms.

The uniqueness and value of our 
Constitution is that it limits the power 
of government, whoever is in charge, 
and protects our individual rights and 
liberties. Without the rule of law, we are 
subject to the rule of the mob. It’s per-
haps a lesson still waiting to be learned 
by our nation.

Ed Konecnik
Flushing

Quotables

Here is a look at some of the quotes from stories that ap-
pear in this week’s edition:

I’m hopeful, first and foremost, that we have fewer of 
those police interactions and we find better ways to main-
tain order in the city than by harassing young men of color 
over minor or even nonexistent offenses.

— Coucilman Rory I. Lancman on bills to charge cops 
for using chokeholds

We are a service and a business and they’re trying to cut 
service by closing down plants, closing down good middle 
class jobs.

— Ronald Oree, assistant secretary treasurer for Local 
Branch 294 chapter of the National Association on 

U.S. Mail cuts

It is incumbent upon all of us to take care of our veter-
ans when they return home … With this new law, we send 
a message to all those who serve that New York welcomes 
you back with open arms and will do everything we can to 
repay you for keeping our country safe.

— State Sen. Michael Gianaris on a bill to give tax 
breaks to veterans

CORRECTION

In the Nov. 14-20 edition of the TimesLedger, the 
name of the Sunnyside activist who died was 
misspelled in the headline of his obituary.  The 
correct name is Luke Adams. We apologize for 
the error.
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South Queens often has dif-
ficulty attracting the attention 
of elected officials and city 
agencies.

While many of the area’s 
representatives engage in 
malfeasance, residents deride 
the quality of city services, 
including street cleaning, bus 
services and community space 
in South Richmond Hill and 
South Ozone Park as “poor to 
non-existent,” in the words of 
one such resident.

The commissioner for the 
Mayor’s Office of Immigrant 
Affairs, Nisha Agarwal, as 
well as Community Integra-
tion Fellow Richard Andrè, 
visited Richmond Hill for a 
“community listening tour” of 
the concerns of local residents. 
There was also a subsequent 
town hall meeting with local 
activists and residents the of-
fices of the Indo Caribbean Al-
liance at 131-12 Liberty Ave.

For many longtime resi-
dents, this was their first face-
to-face with a representative 
of the city government, which 
reflected the wide array of 
concerns voiced at the meet-

ing.  “These conversations 
will inform my office’s engage-
ment with other city agencies,” 
Agarwal said.

The town hall also served 
the purpose of informing the 
community of new city ini-
tiatives tailored to the needs 
of immigrant communities. 
Agrawal spoke on the Munici-
pal ID card program, an effort 
to create a standardized form 
of identification for all city 
residents, regardless of legal 
status.

Mayor Bill de Blasio an-
nounced the program in the 
State of the City address and 
subsequently it signed into law 
on July 10. The program could 
potentially become the largest 
in the nation when it launches 
next year.

For undocumented immi-
grants and citizens alike, a 
lack of identification can com-
plicate efforts to open a bank 
account, pick up their children 
from school or access vital gov-
ernment assistance. In addi-
tion, a form of identification is 
necessary to interact with law 
enforcement, as a summons 
requires ID and those without 
it would have to be taken to a 
police station.

Additional benefits from 
the Municipal ID card will 
include membership and dis-
counts to a number of cultural 
institutions and other estab-

lishments in New York City, as 
well as prescription drug dis-
counts. There will be a wide 
range of acceptable documen-
tation to prove one’s identity.

In addition, for transgen-
dered persons, the ID holder 
may choose the gender they 
identify with, or opt not to state 

a gender at all. The ID card 
also has room for an emergen-
cy contact on the reverse.

In addition to working on 
initiatives such as the Mu-
nicipal ID initiative, the Office 
for Immigrant Affairs helps 
connect immigrants to educa-
tional and legal aid resources. 
The office also hosts citizen-
ship workshops to aid legal 
residents to take the next step 
toward citizenship.

Agarwal noted that mov-
ing toward citizenship opens 
up economic opportunity by 
means of better paying jobs, 
home-ownership and educa-
tion.

The audience was a mix of 
homeowners and renters and 
the issue of affordable hous-
ing came up often. Like many 
neighborhoods in Queens, 
there is an ongoing debate 
over the legality of basement 
apartments.

“The mayor said this was 
something that he was com-
mitted to; this a community 
that voted for that mayor be-
cause we are all hoping, as ho-
meowners, for this to happen,” 
said one resident. “It’s a crazy 
system to think that it’s safer 
to live a hundred floors off the 
ground, than one level below 
ground.”

There was also a consensus 
that the quality of bus service 
for the area is universally 

poor. A younger resident spoke 
of the exceptional difficulty on 
getting to school while being 
unable to rely on a consistent 
bus schedule.

“Buses don’t come on time, 
or they’ll come back-to-back,” 
said another resident.

Other issues raised was a 
rising alcoholism rate, linked 
to a rise in homelessness in the 
area, but also linked by some 
residents to an inordinate law 
enforcement response against 
motorists, as well as club and 
bar goers in the neighbor-
hood.

“There sounds like a theme 
of over service (like police tar-
geting) of the things you don’t 
want and a lack of equity in 
terms of the services you do 
want,” said Agrawal.

“From City Hall’s perspec-
tive, if you put something in 
Jamaica, then it’s serving all 
of south Queens,” added one 
resident.

In all, the well-attended and 
relatively cathartic town hall 
meeting lasted about 90 min-
utes and every resident with a 
concern had his or her say.

“It was also a great oppor-
tunity for our community to 
interact with the new admin-
istration and build a relation-
ship that will enhance the city 
we live in,” Acting ICA Direc-
tor Padma Seemangal con-
cluded.

COLUMNS

Immigrant listening tour in Richmond Hill

William Wordsworth, a 
great English poet, wrote some 
175 years ago that getting and 
spending, we lay waste our 
powers.

He was not referring, neces-
sarily, to this time of year, but 
as our season of thanks and giv-
ing has evolved, it seems, to be 
a time when we waste our pow-
ers on getting and spending.

The Pilgrims gave thanks 
because they made it through 
the first year here. No big feast, 
because there was not that 

much about, but enough.
They had escaped religious 

persecution, but they were 
quick enough to harass those 
they believed to be heretics or 
schismatics.

Not many years after that 
first Thanksgiving, their ilk 
murdered a king and set in 
motion more than a decade of 
rigorous official acceptance of 
their creed.

Yes, thanks for the food, but 
not for the evil ones who do not 
follow our teachings, was part 
of their creed. The more things 
change ...

But Thanksgiving and this 
whole holiday season (whether 
you profess a faith or not) has 
turned into a spending spree. 
Great for the economy, but 
the reasons for thanks are 
pushed — very quickly after 

the Thanksgiving meal — to 
the background as the retail-
ers swing open their doors and 
the crowds rush in, ignoring all 
others, for the bargains.

We spend money on gifts 
for those we love, family and 
friends. We get gifts from those 
we love, family and friends.

And in this haze of getting 
and spending, we lose sight per-
haps of many things: That it is 
better to give than to receive. 
That we should help the poor 
and needy.

There are people, here in 
Queens, who need our help. 
You can find out about them, all 
too often, in the TimesLedger 
Newspapers and website.

A thought: Suppose when 
we spend on holiday gifts, we 
put aside perhaps 1 percent of 
each purchase and donate it to 

a charity or non-profit of our 
choice? You could make that 
more, if you wish.

It would help those groups 
who are doing a job that keeps 
our good lives going and helps 
those in need. And, there are 
many of them right here in our 
own backyard.

In the richest country in 
the world — perhaps in his-
tory — too many Americans 
are ill-housed, ill-clothed, ill-
nourished. Too many are with-
out adequate medical care. Too 
many need help.

It is estimated that about 20 
percent of New Yorkers live be-
low the poverty line.

In late October, Nielson sur-
veys indicated that more than 
20 percent of American house-
holds had begun Christmas 
shopping.

Can’t we do better? Please 
think about that during the 
next few weeks.

And think, too, about the 1 
percent (or more) idea.

We can get and spend, but 
we need not lay waste our pow-
ers.

There is still compassion 
and empathy, I would hope, for 
others during this holiday sea-
son.

You need not agree with his 
religious doctrines, but you 
might agree with what the An-
glican Clergyman John Wesley 
wrote about 225 years ago: “Do 
all the good you can. By all the 
means you can. In all the ways 
you can. In all the places you 
can. At all the times you can. 
To all the people you can. As 
long as ever you can.”

Happy Holidays to all!

Remembering the real reason we celebrate the holidays
Kenneth 
Kowald 

n

I Sit and 
Look Out

MOIA Commissioner Nisha Agarwal 
and Community Integration Fellow 
Richard Andre during a visit to 
Richmond Hill for a “community 
listening tour.”  Photo Provided

New Voices
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Half a dozen members of 
the Parks Committee of Com-
munity Board 8 recently at-
tended a consultation meeting 
with the officials of the Queens 
Department of Parks and Rec-
reation in the Overlook in For-
est Park.

Each community board 
meets with Queens parks to 
receive a report and ask ques-
tions.

Expense and Capital items 
were discussed.

Parks told of the multiple 
tree stump removals, dead 
tree removals and pruning of 
trees in Community Board 8.

They talked of paving areas 
of the Long Island Motor Park-
way, rehabilitating the 193rd 
Street playground which is 
north of Union Turnpike near 
Aberdeen Road, erosion con-
trol and landscaping around 

the core area of Cunningham 
Park, doing additional plant-
ings, lighting and asphalt 
needed at PS 165 at Vleigh 
Place.

Future projects discussed 
were relandscaping Hoover/
Manton Playground slopes 
facing Queens Boulevard and 
Main Street, refurbishing 
landscaping at Haym Solomon 
Triangle, building an envi-
ronmental center in Natural 
Area of Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park with additional 
bathrooms near ball fields in 
southern section of the park, 
upgrading the handball court, 
playground equipment and 
sprinkler system of the PS 
26 (Farm Playground), and 
rehabilitating and adding 
play equipment at Abe Wolf-
son Triangle. There was also 
discussion of needing equip-
ment such as an artificial turf 
groomer, a crew cab pickup 
truck, an eight cubic yard mini 
packer truck, and a gater and 
a 16 cubic yard packer truck.

Other items discussed in-
cluded: contract to upgrade 
the eroded slopes of Captain 

Tilly Park and perhaps work 
on the aeration system of 
goose pond is going forward 
with anticipated construc-
tion fall 2014 (City Council); a 
contractor has been selected 
for the shoreline restoration 
along portions of Meadows 
Lake expected spring 2015; at 
Judge Moses Weinstein Play-
ground, removing and replac-
ing safety surface and recon-
struction of portions of chain 
link fence are pending with 
expected construction spring 
2015; reconstruction of multi-
purpose play area of Holy Cow 
Playground with the addi-
tion of a safety surface for the 
swing area with construction 
fall 2014 (borough president); 
reconstruction and pavement 
of stairs on south portico of 
senior/summer camp build-
ing in center of Cunningham 
Park fall 2014 (mayoral).

In addition, currently in de-
sign is the Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park Northeast Prom-
enade/Roadway and waiting 
for approval of DEC/Army 
Corps fall 2015 (mayoral) and 
Captain Tilly Phase II entry 

plaza upgrade and plantings 
Winter 2014-15 (City Council).

Future projects include: up-
grade Utopia Playground with 
spray shower, new benches 
(borough president); upgrade 
Briarwood Playground (bor-
ough president); Willow Lake 
Nature Center is underfunded 
(City Council).

Through Participatory 
Budgeting in City Council Dis-
trict 23 money was earmarked 
for Music Stage and Fitness 
Equipment in the core area of 
Cunningham Park.

There is also the desire to 
upgrade the Walking Oval 
(borough president) and up-
grade the Picnic Area (City 
Council). Parks is combining 
the funding of all four proj-

ects.
Watch for scoping meeting 

to be scheduled. You can tes-
tify if you desire.

The park officials indicat-
ed that they would welcome 
volunteers, of all ages, who 
wished to volunteer in the 
parks.

During the summer in 
Cunningham Park there was 
a World harmony Day when 
hundreds of students from 
dozens of day camps came to 
the park to play, eat, and have 
fun.

The day camp in the com-
munity building near the flag 
pole had 40 children during 
the summer.

Our parks are certainly 
well used.

Department of Parks budget consult with Community Bd 8

COLUMNS

Born Jacob Rodney Cohen 
on Nov. 22, 1921, beloved come-
dian and actor Rodney Dan-
gerfield is best remembered 
for his catchphrase, “I don’t 
get no respect!” as well as his 
comic, rapid fire rants on life’s 
misfortunes.

Growing up in poverty in 
the Kew Gardens section of 
Queens, the star who brought 
raucous laughter to millions 
rarely saw his father and 
worked odd jobs to support his 
struggling family.

Dangerfield was a late 
starter on the road to stardom, 
taking decades to perfect his 
comedy routine and overcome 
repeated setbacks.

His career took off in the 
late 1960s with appearances 
on prime time television 
and performances in Las Ve-
gas, and 1980s movies such 
as “Caddyshack” and “Easy 
Money” further developed his 
comic persona and made him 
a household name.

He died in 2004, but his leg-
acy lives on in the comic tal-

ents that he mentored, includ-
ing stars Jim Carrey, Jerry 
Seinfeld and Jeff Foxworthy.

While still a student at 
Richmond Hill High School, 
Dangerfield wrote material 
for standup comedians, and 
after graduation he started 
performing under the name 
Jack Roy.

He met with little success, 
working at times as a singing 
waiter and aluminum siding 
salesman to make ends meet. 
He began playing hotels in the 
Catskills in the early 1960s, 
and developed the on-stage 
image of the luckless schlima-
zel that brought him fame and 
distinction.

Around this time he took 
the stage name Rodney Dan-

gerfield from a cowboy char-
acter on Jack Benny’s radio 
show.

Commenting on his early 
struggles to make it big, he 
once quipped “I played one 
club. It was so far out, my 
act was reviewed in Field & 
Stream.”

The unloved, unrecog-
nized, nearly penniless funny 
man from Queens got his big 
break one night in 1967 when 
The Ed Sullivan Show needed 
a last minute stand-in for an-
other act. Dangerfield rose to 
the occasion and was a big hit. 
Job offers soon followed and 
the newly minted star hit the 
road, performing in Las Vegas 
and regularly delivering side-
splitting laughter to audiences 

on The Dean Martin Show and 
The Tonight Show.

Soon after, he opened Dan-
gerfield’s, a comedy club on 
Manhattan’s Upper East Side 
that later hosted HBO shows 
featuring up and coming 
comic talents Tim Allen, Jim 
Carrey, Louie Anderson and 
others.

The 1980s saw the gifted 
comic branch out further, 
opening the decade with his 
comedy album “No Respect” 
earning a Grammy Award. In 
1983, his rap single “Rappin’ 
Rodney” earned a spot on Bill-
board’s Hot 100, and the video 
where Dangerfield dies and 
isn’t even allowed into heaven 
was an early MTV hit.

The late blooming star 
also became a hit on the big 
screen, bringing his down and 
out comic character to star-
ring roles in ‘80s hits “Cad-
dyshack,” “Easy Money” and 
“Back to School.” He also ap-
peared in a memorable series 
of Miller Lite commercials, 
including a bowling tourna-

ment where the comedian’s 
ball merely bounces off the 
pins and lands haplessly in 
the gutter.

Later in his career, the 
wisecracker from Queens 
showed his versatility and 
ability to change with the 
times. In a step away from his 
comic persona, he played an 
abusive father in the contro-
versial 1994 crime film Natu-
ral Born Killers, and the fol-
lowing year, he launched his 
own website (rodney.com).

Dangerfield continued to 
bring his timeless act to new 
generations of fans, appearing 
as himself on programs such 
as The Simpsons and Home 
Improvement.

The venerable jokester died 
Oct. 5, 2004, from complica-
tions following heart surgery. 
He is buried in Westwood Vil-
lage Memorial Park Cemetery 
in Los Angeles, where his epi-
taph reads “Rodney Danger-
field... There goes the neigh-
borhood.”

Giving respect to a Queens comedy legend

Bob
Harris

n

The Civic 
Scene

n

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Transit officials have come out with 
a complete list of proposals for an over-
all 4 percent increase in subway and 
bus fares as well as tunnel and bridge 
tolls, effective in 2015.

The Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority, meanwhile, will begin the 
process by holding public hearings on 
the transit proposals, including one in 
Jamaica on Dec.3.

The MTA has one proposal that 
would raise base MetroCard fares by 
25 cents to $2.75 and another that would 
keep it at the present rate of $2.50 per 
ride.

In the first proposal the base fare 
would rise by 25 cents and the bonus 
amount would increase from 5 percent 
to 11 percent for a rider putting $5.50 or 
more on a MetroCard. Under the sec-
ond proposal, the base fare for cash, 
single ride tickets and pay per ride 
MetroCards would remain unchanged, 
but the bonus for putting $5 or more on 
a MetroCard would be eliminated.

Both proposals on the 30-day Metro-
Card would raise it from $112 to $116.50 
and would increase the seven-day card 
from $30 to $31.

The seven-day Express Bus Plus 
would rise from $55 to $57.25, while Ac-
cess-A-Ride fares could go from $2.50 to 
$2.75.

“We have cut more than $1.billion 
from our ongoing expenses, but a mod-

est fare and toll increase is necessary 
to balance our budget against the in-
creased costs of providing the bus, sub-
way, railroad and paratransit service 
that is the backbone of the region’s 
mobility and economic growth,” MTA 
Chairman Thomas Prendergast said.

Fare and toll revenues cover only 52 
percent of  the MTA’s $13 billion operat-
ing budget.

Fares on the Metro-North Railroad 
are based on the distances traveled 
and are lower during busy off peak 
times so some proposed increases 
could below or above 4 percent because 
they must occur in  25 cent increments. 
Fare increases would be capped at 50 
cents per trip,

The MTA also proposed raising 
auto tolls at major crossings like the 
Queens Midtown Tunnel and the Rob-
ert F. Kennedy Bridge by 4 percent, 
which is equivalent to 21 cents for E-Z 
Pass motorist.

The MTA board must approve the 
proposed increases, which can be mod-
ified based on public commentary. The 
new increases will become effective in 
March 2015.

The MTA said it would hold a hear-
ing in Queens on Dec. 3 at the Milton G. 
Bassin Performing Arts Center at York 
College, Main Stage Theater, 94-20 Guy 
R. Brewer Blvd. The MTA said regis-
tration would take place from 5-9 p.m. 
The hearing is to begin at 6 p.m.

This chart shows current MTA fares next to two proposed hikes.

MTA puts fare hikes 
on table for comment

Shop Locally
at Strawberry’s

Mon.-Sat. 10am-7:30pm | Sun. 10am-7pm 

Mon.-Wed. 11am-8pm | Thurs. & Fri. 10am-9pm 
Sat. 10am-8pm | Sun. 11am-7pm 

Mon.-Sat. 10am-9pm | Sun. 11am-7pm 

Mon.-Sat. 10am-8pm | Sun. 11am-7pm

Save on fashion clothing and accessories! 

:
Where you can fi nd cutting-edge fashion 

and brands at astounding prices

Get more news, views and information at 

www.TimesLedger.com

Source MTA
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BY MADINA TOURE

Despite pouring rain, City 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing), Santa Claus and 
members of the Flushing 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict kicked off the holiday 
shopping season with Macy’s 
Flushing at the 12th annual 
holiday lighting ceremony late 
Monday afternoon.

“For the Chinese, there is 
a saying that water is well, so 
I’m thinking this is an auspi-
cious sign for our Flushing 
community and especially our 
Flushing businesses,” said 
Tina Lee, co-chairwoman of 
the Downtown Flushing Tran-
sit Hub Business Improvement 
District. “So remember during 
the holiday season to shop lo-
cal and take advantage of the 
wonderful restaurants right 
here in downtown Flushing.”

This year’s theme was 
“Lighting the Lights.” The 
ceremony included snowflake 
streamers and season’s greet-
ings. There are also “Welcome 

to Flushing BID” signs at two 
gateways into the district. Koo 
and Santa Claus performed a 
countdown before officially 
lighting a large 3D snowflake 
centerpiece.

The lights will stay up from 
Thanksgiving through the end 
of the Lunar New Year, which 
is on Feb. 19, to represent the 
diverse holidays and extended 
shopping season in Flushing.

“It gives a chance for the 
community, the kids, the par-
ents, to get together and cel-
ebrate the holiday, to welcome 
the Thanksgiving season,” 
Koo said. “We use the occa-
sion to thank everyone in our 
community for doing a good 
job, keeping our community 
safe.”

Children from the China-
town Planning Council Day 
Care Program and the James 
A. Bland Houses in Flushing 
also participated in the cer-
emony. State Toby Stavisky 
(D-Flushing), state Assembly-
man Ron Kim (D-Flushing) 
and Thomas Conforti, NYPD 

captain for the 109th Precinct, 
participated as well. 

Every year, Flushing BID 
kicks off the holiday and shop-
ping season in Flushing the 
Monday before Thanksgiving 
by hosting the holiday lighting 
ceremony in conjunction with 
Macy’s Flushing.

The ceremony was followed 
by an invitation-only com-

munity holiday party, held at 
the Sheraton LaGuardia East 
Hotel’s Phoenix Ballroom on 
135-20 39th Ave. in Flushing. 
Sheraton LaGuardia is the 
party’s sponsor.

Flushing resident Vanessa 
Garcia, 42, attended the light-
ing ceremony for the first time 
with her 3-year-old daughter, 
Savahna. Although the cer-

emony was short, she said, she 
enjoyed the Christmas carols 
and the lighting of the snow-
flake.

“It was nice, and my daugh-
ter loved it,” Garcia said. “She 
saw Santa Claus, and they did 
face painting for the kids on 
the fourth floor before the cer-
emony.”

Annie Wu, 40, also a Flush-
ing resident, who is a market 
segment manager for Em-
blemHealth, started attending 
the ceremony last year. Em-
blemHealth is a sponsor of the 
ceremony.

“We know that this com-
munity is a very diversified 
population, it’s got all differ-
ent people, so we want to come 
and support the community,” 
Wu said.

Macy’s Flushing will be 
opening at 6 p.m. Thanksgiv-
ing Day for the first time. On 
Tuesday, the store kicked off 
its holiday season with its big-
gest one-day sale, and sales 
managers gave out 25 percent 
off coupons.

Santa Claus makes an appearance at Flushing's holiday lighting ceremo-
ny. Photo by Madina Toure

Flushing holds holiday lighting event in downpour 
Undaunted by weather, BID joins Macy’s to kick off shopping season in busy downtown
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At the same 
location 
19 years

130-07 MERRICK BOULEVARD

Mon.–Sat. 8 am–6:30 pm | Sun. 11 am–4 pm

 Change Oil with Castrol  
 GTX

 Choice of OW-20, 5W-20,  
 5W-30, 10W-30

 Install New Oil Filter
 Lubricate Chasis
 Check Air Filter
 Check Wiper Blades
 Inflate Tires to Proper  

 Pressure

 Check and Fill  
 Transmission

 Check and Fill Power 
 Steering

 Check and Fill Washer  
 Fluid

 Check Differential Fluid  
 (Upon Request)

 Check and Fill Brake Fluid 
 Install Mileage Sticker

COMPLETE OIL CHANGE  
INCLUDES:$3299

+TAX

OIL CHANGE, FILTER, LUBE

$500
Expires 
12/30/14

Coupon
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BY BILL PARRY

In the ongoing effort to re-
store order on Rikers Island, 
city Department of Correc-
tion Commissioner Joe Ponte 
has turned to a veteran from 
Homeland Security as his new 
chief of staff.

Jeff Thamkittikasem was 
appointed to the position Mon-
day and will report directly to 
Ponte.

“Jeff joins our management 
team at a crucial moment for 
this department,” Ponte said. 
“With his impressive resumé, 
including his time at the U.S. 
Department of Homeland 
Security and his experience 
providing strategic and opera-
tional advice to government 
agencies at all levels, I expect 
him to play a key role as we 
create meaningful reform at 
the Department of Correc-
tion.”

In his role as chief of staff, 
Thamkittikasem will act as the 
embattled commissioner’s rep-
resentative to the uniformed 
Command Staff, the members 
of the agency’s executive staff 
and to external stakeholders. 

He will also advise Ponte on 
policy matters, manage high 
priority projects and oversee 
day-to-day operations of the 
commissioner’s office.

“I’m honored to have this 
opportunity to serve the city of 

New York and advise Commis-
sioner Ponte as he continues 
to institute reform,” Thamkit-
tikasem said. “I believe in the 
commissioner’s vision and 
look forward to working with 
him to make it a reality.”

Among his many accom-
plishments during his time 
in Washington, Thamkit-
tikasem headed a transition 
team charged with creating a 
new Office of Intelligence and 
Operations at U.S. Customs 

and Border Protection assist-
ing with the development of 
risk-assessment models and 
intelligence-driven initiatives 
that have helped to identify 
and counter illegal movement 
of narcotics, money and other 
illicit goods. The Department 
of Correction came under fire 
recently when an undercover 
agent for the city Department 
of Investigations was able to 
smuggle drugs, alcohol and 
a weapon onto Rikers Island, 
leading to the deployment of 
drug-sniffing dogs at employee 
entrances.

“Jeff’s experience in man-
aging high-priority projects, 
delivering substantive policy 
guidance, and his expertise in 
data analytics will help this de-
partment dramatically reform 
our organizational structure, 
streamline DOC’s policies and 
practices, and significantly 
upgrade the agency’s techni-
cal capabilities,” Ponte said.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

New Corrections deputy tackles Rikers

Your One Stop Shop for All Your 
Business Needs

10% OFF ALL 
International 
Shipments

SERVICES BOXES
FAXING
COPIES

KEYS
EBAY

LETTERS TYPED

PASSPORT PHOTOSLAMINATIONBOOK BINDINGBILL PAY

Rent a Mailbox for 1 Year & Receive 3 MONTHS FREE!

AUTHORIZED SHIP CENTER

We Ship... 
 We Pack... 
  We Solve.

OPS Mailbox
215-03 Jamaica Ave

Queens Village
T: (718) 464-4850
F: (718) 464-4825

Serving the Community
Since 2006

Got a package you need shipped 
fast? Or, do you have a fragile or 
unusually shaped object to send? 
We’ll take the load off your hands.. 

and the worry off your mind.
Open Monday - Friday 9am - 7pm

Saturday 10am - 4pm

What do the Holidays mean? Often it 
is claimed that commercialization has 
transformed the meaning of the Holidays 
into a shopping experience. This view 
is based upon the “what’s in it for me” 
mentality. This opinion relies upon self-
ish preoccupation with material desires 
rejecting the gifts of love and devotion 
the holidays are founded upon.  

Children from around the world have 
the right to believe in compassion and 
love of their elders, family members and 
by a society that allegedly cherishes 
them. Yet daily we view with detachment 
massive suffering by children and their 
families affl icted by poverty, confl ict and 
social injustice. The impact of their affl ic-
tion causes us to protect ourselves by 
viewing without seeing their plight. 

Toys for Tots were founded by the 
United States Marine Corps in the 
hope of alleviating some of the anguish 
children suffer particularly during the 
Holidays. Yearly thousands of toys and 

funds are collected by the Corps which 
is happily handed out to those who oth-
erwise would have nothing. During the 
Holidays a child without a toy is a child 
without hope!

St. Michael’s has hosted a drive for Toys 
for the past three years. Thanks to the 
gracious commitment by members of 
our community thousands of toys and 
thousands of dollars have been raised.

On Saturday, December 13th at 2PM 
members of the USMC will again be 
present at St. Michael’s to collect dona-
tions while proudly taking photos with 
the children who seem drawn to them. 
JD Miller will provide holiday songs that 
will enhance the season’s warmth and 
promise.

St. Michael’s once again extends an 
invitation to all to attend and participate. 
We believe by serving others we serve 
a greater purpose which defi ne the 
Holidays. Please join us.

Department of Correction welcomes new chief of staff.
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Pirouette Window Shadings

SEPTEMBER 16 – DECEMBER 16, 2014

It’s time to decorate 
your windows for the holidays.

(plus $25 rebate each additional unit)

(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

(plus $100 rebate each additional unit)

$100 REBATE*

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/16/14 –12/16/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 
weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limita-
tions apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE

718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK
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CK Students Shooting for the Stars
Two graduating members of Christ the King’s 
Class of 2015 received great news this past 
week.  Ricky LaLuz-Rivera has been accepted at 
the prestigious performing arts college, AMDA 
[Amercan Music and Drama Academy]. He fol-
lows in the footsteps of former CK Theatre mem-
ber, Zachary Mercado.  

Julia Rotondo will leave school Wednesday to 
sign a contract with the Stein Theatrical Agency.  
She plans to continue her performing arts career 
in college.  

Both of these young talents were featured last 
year in the CK production of Guys and Dolls and 
Nathan Detroit and his long-suffering girl friend 
Adelaide.  They will next be seen in a new musical 
revue, A Night at the Movies, on December 6 and 
7. [www.ctkny.org] They will end their CK theatri-
cal career playing the Cowardly Lion and Dorothy 
in this spring’s production of The Wizard of Oz. 

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college 
preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students 
from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. 
The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, 
Vice Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., 
Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, 
President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Ricky and Julia playing the roles of Nathan 
Detroit and Adelaide.                                              

Julia Rotondo           Ricky LaLuz-Rivera

ASIA BANK, N. A.

“COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE FINANCING”
Owner-occupied and investment properties

Repayment terms to 25 years

Other Secured Business Loan Products Also Available

CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR CREDIT SOLUTION!!!

LOAN CENTER 
135-11 Roosevelt Avenue, Flushing, NY 11354

Tel: 718-961-9898  
 Fax: 718-762-0741

e-mail: asialoan@asiabank-na.com
www.asiabank-na.com 

BEST AND BRIGHTEST
The United Black Men of Queens Foundation, Inc., hosted its 39th annual Mentoring and Scholarship Awards 
Benefit at the Jamaica Performing Arts Center last Friday. More than a dozen people were honored for 
community service and academics. (from l. to r.), The United Black Men of Queens Foundation, Executive 
Director Rodney Pride (middle) speaks with the scholarship winners on stage; Executive Director Rodney 
Price (far l.) and President Donald P. Vernon (far r.) are shown with honorees (from l.), Judge Alton Waldon 
(Lifetime Achievement), Juliet Lewis (Distinguished Service Award), and Rev. Leslie Mullins (Humanitarian 
Award). Also honored but not pictured, I. Daneek Miller (Outstanding Leadership Award) and Rev. Corey Terry 
(Outstanding Youth & Community Leadership Award); and Ronald Summers, second vice president of The 
United Black Men of Queens Foundation, gives opening remarks.  Photos by Nat Valentine
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COMPLIMENTARY
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FOREVER���
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THE�DISNEY�STORE

A É R O P O S T A L E

S O L S T I C E

COACH A D I D A S

U�S��POLO KIKO

A|X�ARMANI
EXCHANGE

CLUB�MONACO

PANDA�EXPRESS

U�S��POLO
AMERICAN� EAGLE� OUTFITTERS

SEPHORA

SEPHORA

A E R O S O L E S

S A R K U �J A PA N
S W A R O V S K I S W A T C H

P R E TZ E L �M A K E R
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C L A R K S

TRUE� RELIGION

B E B E G A P

BARE�ESCENTUALS

G U E S S®

C O H E N ’ S �F A S H I O N �O P T I C A L
TRUE�RELIGION

FOREVER���

S A R K U �J A P A N

T E A V A N A

A L D O

E X P R E S S

P A N D O R A

S O L S T I C E

TRUE�RELIGION C H I P O T L E

S W A R O V S K I

AMERICAN� EAGLE� OUTFITTERS

LEGO

ALDO

S U N G L A S S � H U T

B E B E

COACH

SHOP EARLY. SHOP LATE.  
EXTENDED HOLIDAY HOURS!

VISIT SHOPQUEENSCENTER.COM FOR THE HOLIDAY HOURS CALENDAR
QUEENS CENTER | QUEENS & WOODHAVEN BOULEVARDS | 718.592.3900 | ShopQueensCenter.com    

Download our FREE App
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BY JUAN SOTO

A Jamaica basketball coach 
was arrested and charged in 
connection with a lewd video 
of one of the teenage players he 
coached, the Queens district 
attorney said.

Robert Walker, 42, was 
charged with possession of 
child pornography and other 
crimes, according to DA Rich-
ard Brown.

He said Walker allegedly 
had a lewd video chat in April 
with the 15-year-old victim. 

“The defendant is accused 
of taking advantage of his posi-
tion as a basketball coach and 
instructing a 15-year-old and 
others to engage in inappropri-
ate activity,” Brown said. “The 
results will no doubt emotion-
ally scar the youngsters for 
the rest of their lives.”

The teenager told his par-
ents about these chats, Brown 
said, who then contacted the 
authorities.

Walker coaches three Ama-
teur Athletic Union teams. The 
district attorney pointed out 
the defendant also conducts 
regular basketball workouts 
with teenagers. 

Brown said Walker admit-
ted conducting workouts with 
teens, allegedly asking the 
boys to take off their clothes 
after practice and then taking 
pictures of them.   

Walker was charged with 
the use of a child in a sexual 
performance, disseminating 
indecent material to minors, 
possessing a sexual perfor-
mance by a child and endan-
gering the welfare of a child. 

He was arraigned Tuesday. 
A judge set bail at $50,000 and 

he is due back in court Dec. 2, 
according to the DA’s office.

Walker faces up to 
15 year in prison if con-
victed of the charges.  
Brown said detectives found 
the video of the alleged inci-
dent on a chat after executing 
a search warrant of the youth 
basketball coach’s computer at 
his Jamaica home.     

The district attorney said 
the defendant also admitted 
to taking more lewd videos of 
boys as young as 14. 

Brown urged other possible 
victims to call the 105th Police 
Precinct Detective Squad at 
(718) 776-9252. 

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4564.

The Bayside Hills Civic 
Association will honor a lo-
cal small business owner 
Nov. 25 who has been serving 
Bayside for the past 50 years.

The organization will rec-
ognize the work of Joe Lamel, 
owner of Posner’s Hardware 
and Locksmith, located at 47-
28 Bell Blvd.

The honoree has been the 
proprietor of the shop since 
1975. He began working at 
the store, which has been in 
operation for more than 70 

years, when he was 17.
The hardware store 

moved to its current location 
in 1983.

The Bayside Hills Civic 
Association invited the staff 
of the business to the event 
honoring Lamel, which will 
take place at the Bayside Co-
lonial Church Auditorium, at 
the intersection of Luke Place 
and 216th Street, at 8 p.m.

—Juan Soto

Bayside Hills honors
small business owner

Jamaica basketball coach 
arrested for lewd video chat 

Model Homes Open Daily 10-5

Arverne By The Sea

Arverne By The Sea

6306 Beach Front Road | Queens, NY 11692
888.536.5537 | ArverneByTheSea.com 

Final Phase
Two-family Homes
90% SOLD OUT!

Final Phase
Two-family Homes
90% SOLD OUT!
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• Beachfront Living 
• Rental Income
• Rooftop Terraces
• 20-year tax abatement
• Designer Upgrades** 
• Granite & Stainless Kitchens**
• Free Membership to YMCA***

$599,000 to $1.2M*

The complete terms are in offering plans available from the Sponsor HO6-0020, HO7-0035, Benjamin Beechwood Breakers, LLC. Benjamin 
Beechwood Dunes, LLC. Rockaway Beach Blvd., Arverne, NY.  *Prices and availability are subject to change without notice.  **Select owners 
units include granite & stainless kitchens/designer upgrades.  ***Free 1 year YMCA membership with home purchase.

OOOOOOOOOOOOOCCCCCCCCCCCEEEEAAAAANNNFFRRRRROOOOOOOOONNNNNNNNTTTTTTT 
TTTTTWWWWOOO-FAMIILLY HHOMMEESS

OCEANFRONT 
TWO-FAMILY HOMES

Joe Lamel poses with family members at the Bell Boulevard hardware 
store.  Photo courtey Bayside Hills Civic Association

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY JUAN SOTO
 
Glen Oaks resident Arthur 

Syken was one of the thou-
sands of first responders to the 
9/11 terrorist attacks.

The New York State Divi-
sion of Housing employee did 
not hesitate when the agency 
needed volunteers “to go down-
town.” The very next day, he 
was working at Battery Park 
City, not far from the epicen-
ter of the attacks. He was there 
until mid-winter helping dis-
placed people find a place to 
stay and giving out informa-
tion from other city and state 
agencies.

“I saw a lot of sad things,” 
he said “Unfortunately, I got 
sick.”

He is suffering from thyroid 
cancer and has lost 40 percent 
of his lung capacity.

To make matters worse, 
when he filed papers to retire, 
he discovered that, unlike uni-
formed respondents, he was 
not entitled to the 75 percent 
disability pension.

To tackle the disparity, state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
will introduce a bill calling Al-

bany to pass a law that would 
treat uniformed and non-uni-
formed 9/11 workers as equals.

“We must make sure non-
uniformed respondents get the 
same benefits as uniformed re-
spondents,” the lawmaker said. 
“This is about fairness.”

The legislator pointed out, 
“All the respondents went down 
to help, and now we should do 
the most to get them the health 
care and benefits they need.”

Avella estimated that about 
10,000 non-uniform respon-
dents worked in cleanup and 
other duties in and around 
ground zero for months. 

Syken pointed out that dur-
ing the first days downtown 
“we didn’t even have masks. 
We were breathing that deadly 
air.”

He said Syken, like many 
others, “was breathing the 
same bad air as uniformed 
workers.” Avella added, “Un-
fortunately, years later, he 
(Syken) got sick.”

“Most of first responders 
are fine, but unfortunately, 
some passed away and others 
are getting sick,” the state leg-
islator said. 

Avella hopes his colleagues 
will not put up a fight in Al-
bany. He wants discussion on 
the bill once the new legislative 
session begins next year.

“Hopefully, this bill won’t 
get much opposition,” he said. 
“There is a cost involved, but 
this is not about money.”

The lawmaker said he was 
not aware of the disability 

benefit difference between uni-
formed and non-uniformed re-
sponders.

“I didn’t know about this,” 
he added.

Syken wants to retire be-
cause of his medical condition, 
but he can’t. At 55, he would 
receive a disability pension of 
$32,000 a year. He said the bill 
that Avella will be introducing 

in January “is doing the right 
thing.”

“I can’t live with $32,000 a 
year,” he said. “I am sick, I get 
tired.”

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4564.

Tony Avella (c.) calls for more disability benefits for 9/11 non-uniformed first responders like Arthur Syken (r.), 
a housing state employee.   Photo by Juan Soto

Avella wants benefi ts for all 9/11 responders

*Consumers in New York City who enrolled via the NY State of 
Health Marketplace October 15, 2013 to April 15, 2014.

“More New Yorkers choose MetroPlus
than any other health plan!*”l

Learn about no-cost or low-cost health insurance options available through the NY State of Health Marketplace. 

Depending upon your income, you may pay little or nothing for your coverage! Learn if you 
and your family qualify – and how to choose the health insurance plan that’s right for you.

For detailed location information and to RSVP, please call: 
1.866.303.9629 or visit us at metroplus.org

MKT 14.33

Queens Hospital Center
82-68 164th Street • Queens
N Building, 1st Floor Auditorium

Tuesday, December 2
12:00P.M. - 2:00P.M.

Elmhurst Hospital
79-01 Broadway • Queens

1st Floor Auditorium
Wednesday, December 3
5:00P.M. - 7:00P.M.

Metropolitan Hospital
1901 First Avenue • Manhattan

1st Floor, Room 1B35
Monday, December 8

12:00P.M. - 4:00P.M.

Now through Feb. 15 is your chance to enroll in a NY State of Health Marketplace plan.

Find out why at a free seminar.
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Focus COMPILED BY PAUL JANNACE

State Sen. Michael Gianaris and Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas joined community and veteran leaders and Sen. Joe Addabbo 
to announce their bill to provide increased property tax relief to veterans has been signed into law by Gov. Andrew Cuomo. The 
bill will immediately raise the property tax exemption for veterans from $5,000 to $7,500, remedying the effects of inflation on a 
policy meant to make life easier for servicemen and women returning home.  Photo provided

Queens Borough President Melinda Katz marched in the NYC 
Veterans Day Parade Nov. 11. Katz said the parade gave her a 
great opportunity to say thank you to many of our veterans as 
well as to some of nation’s current military personnel, including 
members of the New York National Guard.  Photo Provided

Queens Borough President Melinda Katz marched in the fifth 
annual Queens Veterans Day Parade in Middle Village Nov. 9. 
Joining Katz at the parade were Rep. Grace Meng (second row, 
second from right), and Sen. Joseph Addabbo (l.), and U.S. Army 
veterans, former Sen. Serphin Maltese (r.) and Marvin Jeffcoat. 
The group was also joined by a contingent from the Boy Scouts 
of America. Photo Provided

The Jefferson Democratic Club honored World War II vet-
eran Pfc. Julius Huron at its Nov. 13 meeting. Assemblyman 
Edward C. Braunstein presented Pfc. Huron with a New York 
State Assembly proclamation and City Council members Rory 
Lancman and Mark Weprin presented New York City Council 
citations. Following the tribute, Lancman addressed the 
club, speaking about his work as chairman of the Council’s 
Courts and Legal Services Committee. Pictured (from l.), City 
Council member Rory Lancman, District Leader Carol Gresser, 
Assemblyman Edward C. Braunstein, Pfc. Julius Huron, City 
Council member Mark Weprin, and Jefferson Democratic Club 
President David Fischer.  Photo Provided

American Legion Post 103 in Douglaston hosted a Veterans Day ceremony Nov. 11. (From l.), Tom Dinegar, Commander Sebastian 
D’Agostino, Charles W. McBride, Jerry Vilbig Bugler, and Michael Proto.  Photo courtesy of Frank Nocerito
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BY MADINA TOURE

Six students from the RoboMind-
Tech Science and Technology Learning 
Center in Fresh Meadows will represent 
the United States this Friday in the 11th 
World Robot Olympiad in Sochi, Russia, 
one of the world’s largest robotics com-
petitions.

The teams, which are each made up 
of three students — Team K.I.S.S. (high 
school category, 16-18) and Apollo 14 
(middle school category, 13-15) — com-
peted in the World Robot Olympiad USA 
competition in Detroit at the end of Sep-
tember. Forty U.S. teams from six re-
gions participated in the competition.

The two RoboMindTech teams, along 
with seven other U.S. teams, qualified 
for the World Robot Olympiad, marking 
the first time that the United States will 
take part in that event. It will be held at 
the Main Media Center in the Olympic 
Park in Sochi from Nov. 21-23.

“My center’s teams won U.S. Na-
tionals,” said Dennis Chan, RoboMi-
ndTech’s founder, director and coach. 
“So we stepped up, not only being U.S. 
champions but representing the U.S. 
to compete in robotics with another 50 
countries this year.”

The WRO is a global science and 
technology event that helps youth 
strengthen their problem-solving skills 
and creativity through robotic competi-
tions. The theme for this year’s competi-
tion is “Robots and Space,” in reference 
to the space race between the United 
States  and Russia during the 20th cen-
tury.

 Teams representing 50 countries 
will be participating in WRO 2014. The 
event will consist of multiple competi-
tions, performances organized by the 
Russian government, STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and math) con-

ferences, international team exchanges 
and opening and closing ceremonies.

Created in 2010 by Chan, RoboMind-
Tech is a science and technology learn-
ing center at 185-10A Union Turnpike 
that brings together robotics and Lego 
play to provide youth ages 4 to 14 with 
a hands-on curriculum. The center’s of-
ferings include weekly summer camps, 
after-school workshops, off-site school 
workshops and school field trips.

since“A school like MIT wants kids 
to be hands-on,” he said, which means 
students must not only be good students 
but also be able to invent and create.

The RoboMindTech students worked 
as late as 3 a.m. on weekdays during the 
summer and on weekends during the 
first month of school to develop ideas for 
the competition.

They split up into teams so they 
could address the competition’s theme 
in different ways. Some students built 
and programmed a robot to complete 
challenges on a game field by itself, lim-
ited by time and mechanical limitation. 
Other students created a robotic arm 
that would enable direct access to the 
space station by scientists on Earth.

“They want us to learn international 
space — not just U.S. NASA but interna-
tional space,” Chan said. “So they creat-
ed robotics games based on this theme. 
All the robotic games are designed 
around space exploration.”

In April 2012, the first all-girls Lego 
team from RoboMindTech won top 
honors at the New York City First Lego 
League Regional Tournament in Man-
hattan. The center’s teams have also 
won the U.S. Nationals in the First Lego 
League.

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

Apollo 14 team member Justin Chan (c.) practices for the first World Robot 
Olympiad at RoboMindTech Science and Technology Center in Fresh Meadows.  

Photo courtesy Dennis Chan

Robotics students fl y 
to Russia to compete 
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BY BILL PARRY

David and Francine Wheel-
er, a couple originally from 
Sunnyside, welcomed a new 
son to their family Nov. 5 near-
ly two years after losing their 
6-year-old Ben in the shootings 
at the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School.

Matthew Bennett Wheel-
er weighed in at a healthy 8 
pounds, 8 ounces. The couple 
told CBS News that their new 
baby “was bringing light and 
joy into our lives.”

The Wheelers gained na-
tional recognition in the wake 
of the tragedy as anti-gun 
advocates after Adam Lanza 
massacred 20 schoolchildren 
and six staff members at the 
Newtown, Conn., school. He 
also killed his mother before 
ultimately committing sui-
cide.

In September 2013, Benja-
min’s memory was honored 
when 41st Street and Queens 
Boulevard was co-named 
“Benjamin Wheeler Way.” 

The Wheelers attended the 
ceremony with their son Nate, 
who pulled the covering off the 
sign.

“These are the blocks where 
Ben first saw the world,” Da-
vid Wheeler told the crowd. 
“When he came home from 
Roosevelt Hospital, it was 
the blocks here, and now this 
street will carry his name.”

The Sunnyside community 
came together in a candlelight 

vigil following the shooting, 
and Sunnymoms, the parent-
ing network co-founded by 
Francine, held a successful 
fund-raiser for the family at 
Sunnyside Community Ser-
vices center.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

BY BILL PARRY

A scathing new report 
finds that airport workers 
are the victims of rampant 
wage theft at JFK and La-
Guardia Airports. The sur-
vey, conducted by Anzalone 
Liszt Grove Research, reports 
nine out of 10 subcontracted 
workers report at least one 
violation of wage and hour 
laws by their employer while 
69 percent reported multiple 
violations last year.

The report was commis-
sioned by 32BJ/SEIU.

 “For low-wage workers 
already struggling to make 
ends meet, the rampant wage 
and hour violations at the air-
ports are a second blow to the 
hardworking Skycaps, wheel-
chair attendants, baggage 
handlers, and other workers 
who keep our airports run-
ning every day,” the union’s 

president, Hector Figueroa, 
said. “These violations are 
not only illegal, but they ex-
pose the broader malfunction 
of the subcontracting system 
at the airports.”

While airlines are produc-
ing record profits, the union 
claims they created a “low-
wage, high-turnover work-
force which receives little or 
no training and inadequate 
equipment.”

In announcing a $1 mil-
lion wage theft settlement in 
late September, state Attor-
ney General Eric Schneider-
man said, “Airlines and the 
companies that operate our 
airports should make certain 
that the contractors they hire 
act responsibly. Together, we 
can send a strong message to 
anyone that would take ad-
vantage of low-wage workers: 
We won’t stand for it.”

The Wheeler family attends a street co-naming honoring their son Ben 
in 2013. Photo by Christina Santucci

Wage violations harm
airport workers: Union

Parents of Sandy Hook victim

welcome a new son to family

$CASH$$CASH$
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
At the monthly Community Board 8 

meeting at the Hillcrest Jewish Center, 
board members turned down an appli-
cation for one synagogue due to exist-
ing violations but voted to approve an-
other synagogue’s application. 

The synagogues — Torah Haim 
Ohel Sara on 144-11 77th Ave.and 
Sharey Tefilah on 144-02 76th Road in 
Flushing — submitted variance appli-
cations to the community board. Ohel 
Sara’s application was for an amend-
ment to an existing variance while 
Sharey Tefilah’s application was for a 
new variance. 

Out of 40 board members present, 
37 voted against approving Ohel Sara’s 
application, while three voted in favor. 
Thirty-three board members voted in 
favor of approving Sharey Tefilah’s 
application, while eight voted against. 
One of the members left before the sec-
ond vote.

Because Ohel Sara did not have the 
correct side, rear or front yard require-
ments, the city Department of Build-
ings could not give it a permit. DOB 
told the synagogue to apply for a vari-
ance through the Board of Standards 
and Appeals. The synagogue started 
doing work without permits and ended 
up building the current property.

The synagogue then submitted a 
variance application to CB8 in March 
2010. The board voted overwhelmingly 
against approving the application, 
with 33 members voting against it and 
one voting in favor. 

The BSA still granted the syna-
gogue variance in 2011 to legalize the 
work it had already done, but asked 
the institution to submit an occupancy 
certificate by March 8, 2012.  The syna-
gogue did not meet the deadline. 

At the Nov. 12 meeting, the board 
voted against granting the synagogue 
variance due to the fact that it did not 
follow instructions.

“Even though they were given the 
variance by the BSA, they failed to get 
a certification of occupation by the al-
lotted time that was given to them by 
the BSA,” Marie Adam-Ovide, CB8’s 
district manager, said. “So they need-
ed to come back to us and again, the 
board felt that because they repeat-
edly disobeyed the rules they could 
not recommend that they approve the 
variance a second time.”

The Sharey Tefilah synagogue did 
not do any work yet, but  its proposed 
floor area, lot coverage, front yard and 
side yard requirements are higher 
than the typical size. It is the syna-
gogue’s first time approaching the 
board for a variance. 

“Everything is higher than it’s 
supposed to be, that’s why they need a 

variance.  Otherwise they can build it 
as of right,” Adam-Ovide continued.

Richard Lobel, the lawyer for the 
Ohel Sara synagogue, noted that the 
current leadership at the synagogue 
that submitted the application at the 
community board meeting is not re-
sponsible for the synagogue building’s 
current problems.

The amendment, he said, is about 
improving the structural elements 
of the building, including updating 
egress from the building and chang-
ing the bathroom layout.

“We are just trying to do this to 
make a safer and more usable build-
ing,” Lobel said. “We respect the com-
munity board and we look forward to 
a long relationship with this commu-
nity, but we definitely feel that these 
are necessary changes to make to this 
building.”

The board submitted its recommen-
dations to Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz as well as the BSA, both 
of which will make the final decision.

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

CB8 voted on two applications by temples in 
Flushing. 

CB 8 denies request
for temple expansion

SERVING THE ASTORIA COMMUNITY FOR OVER 60 YEARS

ASTORIA’S WINE AND LIQUOR SUPERSTORE!
Phone ahead and Faxed orders are welcomed.

Free local delivery and curbside pickup on Mon, Tues, Wed & Thurs only 10am–5pm.

Wine tastings every Thurs & Fri 4:30pm–7:30pm, Sat 1pm–4pm 
& 4pm–7pm & Sun 12pm–3pm.

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED NEXT TO THE 30TH AVENUE SUBWAY STATION 

30-05 31st Street, Astoria NY 11102 
718-728-2520 | www.grandliquors.com 

HOURS OF OPERATION: MON–SAT 8AM–10PM &  SUN 12PM–6PM

*10% OFF 
any 3 Bottles of Liquor

*Excludes other specials. In-store 
only. Cannot be combined with any 

other offers. Must present this coupon. 
Expires 11/30/14

*15% OFF 
any Case of Wine 

(12 bottles or more 750ml)
*Excludes other specials. In-store 

only. Cannot be combined with any 
other offers. Must present this coupon. 

Expires 11/30/14

Barefoot 
Pinot Noir
1.5L 
exp 11/30/2014

Carlo Rossi
All Varietals
4L 
exp 11/30/2014

Woodbridge
All Types
1.5L 
exp 11/30/2014

Mark West
Pino Noir
750ml 
exp 11/30/2014

Barefoot
All Types
1.5L 
exp 11/30/2014

Yellow Tail
All Types
1.5L 
exp 11/30/2014

Mionetto
Prosecco
750ml 
exp 11/30/2014

Frontera
All Types
1.5L 
exp 11/30/2014

Santa Margherita
Pinot Grigio
750ml 
exp 11/30/2014

Absolut
Vodka
1.75L 
exp 11/30/2014

Patron
Silver
750ml 
exp 11/30/2014

Jack
Daniels
1.75L 
exp 11/30/2014

Smirnoff
Vodka
1.75L 
exp 11/30/2014

Bacardi Light
or Gold Rum
1.75L 
exp 11/30/2014

Baileys 
Irish Cream
1.75L 
exp 11/30/2014

Johnnie Walker
Red Label
1.75L 
exp 11/30/2014

Grey Goose
Vodka
1L 
exp 11/30/2014

Dewar’s Scotch
Whisky
1.75L 
exp 11/30/2014

YOU HAVE BEEN WAITING ALL YEAR AND IT’S FINALLY HERE!

Georges Duboeuf 
Beaujolais Nouveau

$999
SUPPLIES ARE LIMITED
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 

h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, 
tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ^Slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2013 INFINITI JX35
Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, 
cruise, p/s, leather, 
Alloys, Tilt, 9,700 
miles, Stk #7675. 

$34,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

2011 MERCEDES E350
$22,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1318. 
15k miles.

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity 
of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not 
responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 20k 1226 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND 
RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT 

SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400 
 2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee, 19k 1934 $16,900 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995

1%
 IS ALL YOU PAY TO DRIVE AW

AY! W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††20
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ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

$103BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 2595, 35k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

$139BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'11 MERCEDES E350

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1318

$22,888

'14 MERCEDES SPRINTER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk# 9751, 1,500 mi.

$35,995
'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

'11 MERCEDES C300^
$18,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 14k miles, Stk#3824

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

$21,888
'11 MERCEDES ML-350

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk# 5589, 25k mi.

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#6879

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595



TIMES LEDGER, NOV. 21–27, 201434    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

At Calvary, the family member 
is just as important as the patient.

For more information, call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Nobody knows more than Calvary Hospital that caring for a loved 
one who is in the end-of-life stage is challenging – both physically 
and mentally. The stress can feel unbearable. It puts the entire 
family at risk for depression, anxiety disorders, physical sickness and 
disruptions in life – both at home and at work. Our experts clearly 
understand that this feeling of abandonment is just as significant 
as the physical pain. That’s why 90% of what we do at Calvary 
is caring for the family. In fact, we have an entire department 
specifically dedicated to caring for family members, with this year 
marking the 10th anniversary of our unique Family Care Center. 
It is all a part of our core value of “non-abandonment” – the 
commitment we make to our patients and their families every 
day. It’s one more reason why Calvary is Where Life Continues. 
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY PAUL JANNACE

Council Members Paul Vallone honored officers of the NYPD, FDNY, and EMS at the Bayside-Whitestone Lions Club annual First Responders Night on Monday, Nov. 10. Vallone, who founded the club, 
presented awards to the first responders and thanked them for their service.  Photos provided

Assemblyman Michael Miller presented Student of the Month 
certificates at St. Pancras School in Glendale for the month of 
September.  Photo Provided

Assemblyman Ron Kim partnered with Jin-Cheul Kim, executive 
director of the Queens Sharing Hope Foundation, and Reverend 
Byung-Man Woo from the Korean Church Daily to give away 
1,000 turkeys to nonprofit groups and families in the Flushing 
area. Those interested in picking up a free turkey must get a 
turkey voucher before Nov. 21 Kim’s office (136-20 38th Avenue, 
Suite A). Bring vouchers to the site Sunday.  Photo Provided

St. Anastasia Knights of Columbus Council #5911 sponsored a blood 
drive for the parish in Douglaston. There were 60 pints of blood 
donated. Pictured is donor Jack Harrison.  Photo Provided
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A Trusted Mortgage Brand For Over 40 Years
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Taking a page from the 
Kevin Costner film “Field of 
Dreams,” a group of avid read-
ers recently opened a pop-up 

bookstore in Kew Gardens to 
fill this particular retail void 
in their neighborhood. 

They built it and the book 
lovers came last week.

The pop-up shop was the 

brainchild of writer and pub-
lisher Deborah Emin, who 
made sure there were plenty 
of new and interesting works 
by Queens-based authors and 
poets to browse through and 

purchase at the three-hour 
event, which took place at tu-
toring business ThinkingCAP 
on Austin Street. 

Emin was busy meeting 
and greeting her neighbors, 
while selling books that in-
cluded her own Sullivan 
Street Press titles. Afterward 
she deemed the experiment, 
which included book and art 
sales, a success.

“Lots of people were at-
tracted to the first of what I 
hope will not be the last such 
event,” she said. “Kew Gar-
dens needs a bookstore and 
this is a step towards making 

that happen.” 
The next pop-up is already 

in the works, said Emin, who 
has heard from artists and au-
thors clamoring to be included 
in a future event.

“We even got an offer to 
bring some of it to Delaware 
Water Gap, Pa., where a res-
taurant/arts center that fol-
lows my company is interested 
in creating an event combin-
ing writers there with some of 
us,” Emin said. “But this will 
be an ongoing event in larger 
spaces.”

Continued on Page 42

Publisher Deborah Emin 
opened a pop-up  bookstore at 
ThinkingCAP in Kew Gardens.  

Photo courtesy of Carol Lacks

NEW VE NTURE

turns a page
Kew Gardens book lovers join forces to bring 

pop-up literary shop to their neighborhood

TimesLedger, Nov. 21—27, 2014
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

When you enter a new res-
taurant, you immediately get a 
certain vibe.  

It’s a synthesis of sights, 
sounds, smells, and a general 
impression of both staff and 
fellow patrons.  Sometimes it 
can be so powerful that you 
can be thrilled to be there, or 
motivated do an about face 
and leave.  Usually it falls 
somewhere in between, but it 
adjusts your expectations of 
things to come.

If we had to use one word to 
describe the vibe at Casa Del 
Chef, a two-month old eatery 
in Woodside, it would be ear-
nest.  You feel like they are 
welcoming you with sincerity, 
and really want you to enjoy 
your meal, and that your fel-
low diners are appreciating 
what they are eating.

Casa Del Chef is tiny and 
unpretentious in its décor of 
wood, shades of beige, and 
miscellaneous kitchen accou-
trements.  Chef/owner Alfon-
so Zhicay grew up on a sugar 
plantation in Ecuador, and, 
besides making cane juice, 
worked at a local hotel with an 
organic farm and restaurant.  

He immigrated to the 
United States in 1994, where 
he found work in the restau-
rant industry.  He is a veteran 
of the Stone Barn kitchens of 
Dan Barber, the high priest 
of sustainable eating.  At 
Casa, Zhicay’s menu reflects 
that seasonal, farm-to-table 
sensibility, yet when you ask 
him about foods of his native 
country he grows misty-eyed.  
He was delighted to learn that 
we, too, had eaten cuy (roasted 
guinea pig pronounced coo-

ee), and rhapsodized over its 
deliciousness.

Before ordering, we were 
presented with a teensy frying 
pan filled a portabello mush-
room confit topped by celery 
leaves, as cute as it was tasty.  
You can either order from the 
menu in the conventional se-
quence, or try the “Chef’s Tast-
ing” for a sampling of three 
dishes and dessert.  We recom-
mend the latter.  

The soup of the day that day 
was winter squash.  It was a bit 
too sweet, but fashionably gar-
nished by a froth of Parmesan 
foam.  Creamy spinach risotto 
was a vivid green, crowned 
with four petite seared scal-
lops.  As advertised, the risotto 

was very creamy, absent any 
actually cream.  Healthiness 
by stealth.  

Zhicay’s must-have appe-
tizer is the organic quinoa pro-
tein salad.  It could use a more 
poetic name, but it makes up 
for it in taste.  A pleasingly 
chewy mound of quinoa sits 
upon white beans and bacon 
surrounded by a piquant sauce 
made of whole grain mustard.  
I challenge any quinoa hater, 
and I know a few, not to love 
this dish.

While the menu is concise, 
the mains run the gamut of 
meats, poultry, fish and even 
a vegetarian pasta dish.  The 
salmon was beautifully seared 
with a moist interior, but the 

zucchini pistou was a tad un-
dercooked, and not as garlicky 
as “pistou” implied.  Braised 
short ribs were offset nicely by 
the lightness of baby Chinese 
leeks and boiled potatoes with 
a sparkling citrus horseradish 
sauce.  Likewise braised lamb 
shank enjoyed the well-chosen 
company of red cabbage and 
what we think was broccolini.  

Dessert was the only course 
that expressed the chef’s Ecua-
dorian origins.  Chicha a tradi-
tional Andean dessert and/or 
beverage was served as a fruit 
confit of pear pineapple and ap-
ples.  It was neither too sweet 
or rich, (or alcoholic as chicha 
can sometimes be), a virtuous 
way to complete a meal.  

The Bottom Line

Only in Queens would you 
find an Ecuadorian immi-
grant opening a restaurant 
serving “new American cui-
sine” amidst a sea of ethnic 
restaurants, but we’re really 
glad he did.  The food is way 
above average, the prices well 
below, and the hospitality 
uncommonly warm and wel-
coming.  We encourage you to 
go before everyone else finds 
Casa Del Chef.

A portabello mushroom confit is topped with celery leaves and served in a tiny frying pan at Casa Del Chef in 
Woodside.  Photo by Suzanne Parker

Farm-to-table dining comes with a Latin twist
Ecuadorian Alfonso Zhicay brings South American fl air to Casa Del Chef in Woodside

EVENTS

Floral Arranging Workshop — 
Learn how to create a holiday 
centerpiece using tips and 
techniques from the pros. 
When: Saturday, Nov. 22, from 1 
pm - 2:30 pm
Where: Queens Botanic Garden, 

43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $20/per person
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.queensbotanical.
org

Astronomy: New Moon — Join the 
Urban Rangers on a guide of the 
solar system. With the moon between 
Earth and the sun, it will not be visible, 

making it the best time to observe 
distance galaxies and star clusters. 
When: Saturday, Nov. 22, at 6 pm
Where: Fort Totten Visitor’s Center 
in Fort Totten Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Wheelchair Football League — 
Wheelchair athletes come out for a 
weekly pickup game every Sunday 
in Bulova Park.
When: Sundays, from 8 am - noon, 
through Nov. 30
Where: Bulova Park, 76-01 25th 
Ave., East Elmhurst
Cost: Free
Contact: (347) 512-7186
Website: 

wheelchairsportsfederation.org
GrowNYC Greenmarket — Farm-
fresh vegetables and seasonal 
produce available every Saturday.
When: Saturdays, 8 am - 4 pm, 
through Nov. 22
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 32-
01 Vernon Blvd., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

MUSIC

Vienna Boys Choir — The world-
famous choir performs a holiday 
concert of classical and popular 
yuletide tunes. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 7, at 3 pm

Where: Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $20 - $30
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.kupferbergcenter.org

Handel’s Messiah — The 
Queens College Choral Society 
presents its 74th annual winter 
concert with Handel’s holiday 
masterpiece. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 13, at 7:30 pm
Where: Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $20/general admission, $5/with 
Queens College ID at box offi ce only 
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.kupferbergcenter.org

IF YOU GO
Casa Del Chef 

Bistro
39-06 64th St., Woodside

Telephone: (718) 457-9000 
www.casadelchefny.com

Price Range: Apps: $6—8, 
Entrees: $14—21 Tasting menu: 

$35
Cuisine: new American seasonal

Setting: Tiny, unpretentious.
Service: Attentive, 

accommodating
Hours: Sunday, Tuesday to 

Thursday 4 pm - 10 pm; Friday 
and Saturday 4 pm - midnight 

Closed Mondays
Reservations: Optional

Alcohol: License pending
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: Close quarters, 
children should be well behaved.

Music: Recorded
Takeout: Yes

Credit cards: No
Noise level: Acceptable

Handicap accessible: Yes

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 45
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LET US DO ALL THE COOKING!
Turkey Dinner for 12 People (18–20 lbs) Only $230 *Plus Tax* 

Turkey Dinner for 6 (10-12 lbs) Only $135 *Plus Tax*

Includes All The Trimmings:
Stuffing, Gravy, Cranberry Sauce, Mashed Potato or Sweet Potato, 

Creamed Spinach, Rolls, Salad and Apple or Pumpkin Pie

You will receive a $20 GIFT CARD good for future use at our 
restaurant when you order your turkey from the Austin’s Ale House!

Please Place Your Orders by Friday, November 21st
Call Colleen at (718) 849-3939

FROM THE OWNERS AND STAFF!

Austin’s Complete 5 Course
Thanksgiving Dinner

includes: Appetizer, Soup, Salad, Entrée, Dessert, Tea or Coffee

APPETIZERS (Choice of one)
Wonton Wrapped Shrimp

Roast Pumpkin and Sage Risotto
Pear Chutney Bruschetta with Pecan and Bleu Cheese

SOUP - Sweet Potato VichyssoiseSALAD - Mixed Greens, Apples, Tomato, Cucumber,Corn Red Onion and Portobello Mushroom

ENTREES
Roast Vermont Turkey Stuffing Gravy, and Cranberry sauce ……………$28.95Half Duck Roasted with Orange Brandy Sauce………$30.95Grilled Rib Eye Steak with Cajun Cream Sauce……$34.95Broiled Striped Bass with Apple tomato Relish……………$30.95Veal Scallopine with Portobello Cognac Demi-glace……$33.95Oven Roasted Lamb Chops with Rosemary Burgundy sauce ………………$35.95

DESSERT (choice of one)Pumpkin Bread Pudding, Apple Pie, Pumpkin Pie, Chocolate Mousse Cake

VEGETABLE (Choice of one)
Corn and Peppers Melody

Creamed Spinach

POTATOES (Choice of one)
Roasted Garlic Mashed Red Potato

Wild Rice with Mushrooms or Candied Yams

All major credit cards accepted.  /  Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner  /  www.austinsteakandalehouse.com

82-70 Austin Street, Kew Gardens

The Holidays 
Are Coming!

Book Your Party With Us

Have your Holiday Party 
at Bourbon Street

Let our Professional Catering Staff   
plan the Perfect Party for the Season!

Also available for purchase during the holidays:

Gift Cards, Gourmet Hot Sauces 
& Savory Steak Sauces

40-12 Bell Blvd Bayside, NY 11361 • Call to book now: 718-224-2200 • bourbonstreetny.com

BUY FIVE (5) GIFT CARDS 

OF THE SAME AMOUNT, 

GET ONE FREE!
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BY NORM HARRIS

Last Friday was a uniquely 
fortuitous time for a capac-
ity crowd gathering of serious 
music appreciation fans and 
jazz aficionados alike who wit-
nessed an unusual confluence 
of several of the idiom’s most dy-
namic, respected and celebrated 
purveyors of the art form.

To this day, there still is no 
better place suited for this stel-
lar event to occur than Queen’s 
own Flushing Town Hall. Such 
musical events began there 
almost 25 years ago under the 
seminal guidance and steward-
ship of the past Executive and 
Artistic Director Joanne Jones, 
and her colleagues in arms, No-
buko ‘Cobi’ Narita, the creator 
of The Universal Jazz Coalition 
and the late great jazz producer 
C.B. Bullard. Fortunately, but 
to no surprise ,the superb jazz 
tradition continues with Ellen 
Kodadek at the helm of FTH’s 
talented and culturally diverse 
staff, including the current jazz 
producer Clyde Bullard, the 
son of the past master of music 

production. 
Opening the evening while 

the audience partook of fine 
wines, exotic cheeses and 
fruits, NEA Jazz Masters, pia-
nist Barry Harris, saxophon-
ist Jimmy “Little Bird” Heath, 
and trumpeter Jimmy Owens 
kicked things off. Their ensem-
ble included David Wong on 
double bass, trombonist Steve 
Davis, and Albert “Tootie” 

Heath on drums. The group 
jammed through an eclectic 
two set foray of memorable 
Broadway and traditional 
chestnuts from the American 
Jazz Song Book. 

Beginning with “Broad-
way” the ensemble set the 
mood for the rest of the eve-
ning and continued to deliver 
the goods with the Duke El-
lington composition, “Take 

The A Train,” followed by a 
ballad, “There will Never Be 
Another You.” 

Then it was on to an upbeat 
tune titled “Blues Ville,” which 
according to  Heath, originat-
ed in Yazoo City, Miss. 

The second set continued to 
highlight some older and new-
er compositions while the dy-
namic and mesmerizing virtu-
osity of each of the ensembles 

artists continued to captivate 
as they took solos, was fea-
tured or stretched out with the 
smooth counterpoint and sup-
port of the other artists.  

 “Prince Albert,” a tune 
featuring the sophisticated 
high energy chops of younger 
Heath sibling Tootie Heath on 
drums, stirred the crowd on. 
Owens and Harris took their 
turns and provided space for 
Steve Davis’ improvisational 
expertise on trombone and the 
deep rhythmic supportive ac-
companiment of the youngest 
member of the sextet, a long 
time Heath associate, Wong. 

The entire evening was a 
joyous, crowd-pleasing walk 
down music memory lane, 
winding down with the Jerome 
Kern tune, “All The Things You 
Are” and the iconic Jimmy Du-
rante song of long ago, “Make 
Someone Happy.”

These great NEA Jazz 
Masters and their colleagues 
maintained the ubiquitous 
jazz flame in highest fashion 
while everyone left the venue 
happy — very happy. 

Jazz musicians Barry Harris (l. to r.), Steve Davis, David Wong, Jimmy 'Little Bird' Heath, Albert 'Tootie" Heath 
and Jimmy Owens peform at Flushing Town Hall.  Photo by Norm Harris

Flushing Town Hall jumps with jazz
An evening comprised of standards and new compositions entertains a full house

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar 
Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, Cups, Forks, Knives & 
Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

718-225-4700

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

10% OFF
DINNER

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

95
 A  B  C

From 
From 

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

95

1 of 3 Choices

Stuffed Shells
Tortellini w/Meat Sauce

Ravioli
Baked Ziti

Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil

95

Your Party Catered At 
Our Restaurant

CHOICE A

$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B$15.95 per personAny 3 Choices from AAny 2 Choices from B

   
   

   
   

A 
TO

UCH OF SPAIN IN BAYSID
E

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
FREE Parking

We Are Celebrating Over  
35 Years In Business

Reserve Now For

ROAST VERMONT TURKEY

Fresh Fruit Cocktail
Choice
of One

$2895
Entertainment by Harpist

Victor Gonzalez

A La Carte Menu Children’s Menu
Available

THANKSGIVING DINNER

RESTAURANT

{

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside
(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)
www.Marbella-Restaurant.com

For Reservations
Call (718) 423-0100
Fax (718) 423-0102
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE

PARTIES & CATERING

Superb Spanish  
and Continental  
Cuisine

Open For
Lunch and  

Dinner
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PRODUCTIONS

“In the Bones” — The world premiere 
of Cody Daigle’s drama focuses on the 
aftermath of a returning soldier’s suicide.
When: Through Nov. 22, Thursday - Saturday 
at 8 pm, Saturday at 2 pm
Where: Astoria Performing Arts Center, 30-
44 Crescent St., Astoria
Cost: $18, $12/seniors and students
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

“Harvest Theatre Festival” — Variations 
Theatre Group presents its fi fth annual 
festival of new works. 
When: Through Nov. 23
Where: The Chain Theatre, 21-28 45th Road, 
Long Island City
Cost: $15
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.variationstheatregroup.com

“The Gingerbread Lady” — Neil Simon 
wrote this dramedy about a recovering 
alcoholic lounge singer, which was the basis 
for the Marsha Mason movie “Only When I 
Laugh.”
When: Nov. 21 - 23
Where: Douglaston Community Theatre, 

Zion Church Parish Hall, Church Street, 
Douglaston
Contact: (347) 239-6262

“Damn Yankees” — The George Abbott and 
Douglass Wallop classic musical comedy 
includes the standards “Whatever Lola 
Wants,” and “You Gotta Have Heart.”
When: Through Nov. 23, Friday and Saturday 
at 8 pm, Saturday, Nov. 22 at 3 pm, and 
Sunday at 3 pm
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., Building T4, 
Fort Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $20/adults, $15/seniors and children
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“The Foreigner” — In Larry Shue’s 
comedy a painfully shy man pretends not 
to understand English leaving the other 
characters to speak freely in front of him 
about things they should keep private. 
Appropriate for ages 9 and up.
When: Nov. 22 - Dec. 6, Friday and Saturday 
at 8pm, Sunday at 2 pm
Where: Parkside Players at Grace Lutheran 
Church, Union Turnpike and 71st Road, Forest 
Hills
Cost: $17/general, $15/seniors
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.parksideplayers.com

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361  (718) 229-5319
Monday–Friday 3:30pm–11pm  

Saturday 4pm–midnight  Sunday 1pm–10pm
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ELEGANT AND TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

www.JimmysBayside.com

PRIVATE 
PARTIES 

and 
CATERING 
available 

for all 
occasions

COMPLETE DINNER INCLUDES:
CHOICE OF APPETIZER AND CUP OF SOUP, RELISH TRAY, HOUSE SALAD WITH DRESSING, ENTREÉ, VEGEABLE & POTATO OR 
PASTA OR RICE, BREAD BASKET, CHOICE OF ANY DESSERT, BEVERAGE, DRIED FRUIT & NUTS

VEGETABLES: 

POTATOES:

BEVERAGES: 

DESSERT: 

RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR OFF PREMISE CATERING FOR 
YOUR HOME OR OFFICE PARTY

OR HAVE YOUR EVENT WITH US!
-PRIVATE ROOM SEATS 80 GUESTS!-

THANKSGIVING 
COMPLETE 

TURKEY DINNER

INCLUDES: APPETIZER, SOUP AND SALAD, 
DRIED FRUIT, ENTREÉ, FRUIT AND NUT STUFFING, 

VEGETABLE AND SWEET POTATO, BEVERAGE, 
CAKE OR PUMPKIN PIE

WALK-INS WELCOME
WE DELIVER

ONLY $2495

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

ROAST MARYLAND TURKEY
FRUIT AND NUT STUFFING, SWEET POTATO AND CRANBERRY SAUCE | 24.95
ROAST PRIME RIB OF BEEF
AU JUS WITH POTATO AND VEGETABLE | 26.95
VIRGINIA HAM STEAK
MIXED BERRIES, POTATO AND VEGETABLE | 23.95
BROILED T-BONE STEAK
WITH POTATO AND VEGETABLE | 37.95

BEEF & REEF: FILET MIGNON & LOBSTER TAIL
WITH POTATO AND VEGETABLE | 44.95
BROILED SEAFOOD COMBINATION
SHRIMP, SCALLOPS, FILLETS OF SOLE AND HALIBUT | 37.95
BROILED BLUEFISH FILET
WITH LEMON-BUTTER WINE SAUCE, RICE AND VETEGABLE | 25.95
MADRID STYLE PORK TENDERLOIN
SAUTEED, SPICY RED BEANS AND RICE, PEPPERS | 24.95

ENTREÉS

ROAST TURKEY WITH CRANBERRY SAUCE | 15.95
CHEESE RAVIOLI TOPPED WITH MOZZARELLA | 15.95

CHICKEN FINGERS WITH FRENCH FRIES | 15.95
CHICKEN PARMIGIANA WITH SPAGHETTI | 15.95

CHILDREN’S MENU

APPETIZER
STUFFED GRAPE LEAVES, FRUIT SALAD COCKTAIL, SPINACH PIE
CHICKEN FINGERS | 5.95,  JUMBO SHRIMP COCKTAIL | 9.95,  MOZZARELLA STICKS | 5.95

SOUPS
CREAM OF TURKEY, MANHATTAN CLAM CHOWDER, CHICKEN CONSOMMÉ WITH RICE, NOODLES OR MATZO BALLS

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373 (corner of 51st Ave.) FREE DELIVERY 11AM–10PM $15 MIN

Happy Thanksgiving

HOLIDAY TAKE OUT DINNER 
AVAILABLE

 WE DELIVER 11–10 P.M. 
RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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Nov. 14-20, 2014

By Ed Canty

Etched in Stone
Across
1. Pop icon?
6. "No prob!"
11. 1/24 case
14. Milk top, once
15. Cowboy's lasso
16. GI's entertainer
17. Lake Stone
19. Tach measure
20. "Gotcha!"
21. Distributes
23. Prepare to fight!
26. Sounding wowed
27. Compels
28. John, Sean or 
Julian
30. Writer Dinesen
31. Sportscaster Jim
32. 3.14 or 4.0
35. Little john?
36. Like Dalmatians
38. '60s 
battleground
39. Storm center
40. Congress staffers
41. "Molto ___!"
42. Antacid brand
44. Makes into 
confetti
46. Where spirits 
meet?
48. Central New 
York tribe
49. ___ blanche
50. Newborn
52. Boat with a 
double standard?
53. DPW's stone
58. 1 or 66: Abbr.

59. Not worth ___
60. Give right of way
61. Word on a gift tag
62. "Ransom" 
actress Rene
63. Daggers of yore

Down
1. Angel dust, 
briefly
2. Ending for ranch 
or canyon
3. Author
4. Schlemiel
5. Post-workout words
6. Become 
apparent
7. 1980 NFL MVP
8. A shirt tag may 
tickle it
9. "Thanks, but I 

already ___"
10. Forgave
11. Canadian stone
12. Colorado ski city
13. Chinese food 
request
18. Swing-set set
22. "I get it now!"
23. Use TurboTax
24. "You have __ in 
the matter!"
25. Cemetary stone
26. ___ in a blue 
moon
28. Type of paint
29. M.D.'s who may 
cure snoring
31. Aborted, at 
NASA
33. 2008 Beijing 
Olympics mascot

34. Totally unkempt
36. It's touched by 
the thumb
37. Lose luster
41. United Kingdom
43. Worker on the 
mound?
44. Bump in the 
road
45. Eight English 
kings
46. Boa
47. Kept an ___ 
the ground
48. ___ a good start
50. Citizens: Suffix
51. Nice negatives
54. Critical hosp. wing
55. Victory sign
56. Eleven starters
57. Grp. in Utah

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48

49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63
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WEEK'S 

ANSWERS
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L I N T S S P A R E S
P L E U R A R E T E L L S
H A M M E R R E L I S H
A T E S M E A R C O A T S
S E R F S A T U P P R O W
E X A L T T E N E T B A A
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L E T E D W I N E L O P E
T R Y S E E D S D E L A Y

THE GAME’S AFOOT

St. Francis Prep student actors take a break during rehearsal of their upcoming pe-
formance of “Hounds of the Baskervilles.” The Sherlock Holmes mystery will be per-
formed Dec. 5 at 8 p.m. and Dec. 6 at 7 p.m. in the St. Francis Prep’s Brother Ralph 
Clifford Memorial Auditorium, 61-00 Francis Lewis Blvd. in Fresh Meadows. Tickets will 
be available at the door. Photo courtesy St. Francis Prep

Emin hopes a string 
of successful pop-up book 
stores will prompt some-
one to open a full-time 
brick-and-mortar shop 
in the neighborhood.

“Kew Gardens has 
long attracted intelligent 
artists, musicians, writ-
ers and other creative 
people, who love shar-
ing with the community 

what they do,” she said. 
One such author, 

Richard Jeffrey Newman 
from Jackson Heights, 
participated in the pop-
up shop, where he offered 
his two books, “The Si-
lence of Men,” in which 
he writes about the im-
pact of feminism on his 
life as a man, and “The 
Teller of Tales: Stories 
from Ferdowsi’s Shah-

nameh,” which is about 
the relevance of classical 
Persian poetry today.

Newman also cu-
rates the First Tuesdays 
reading series, Jackson 
Heights Poetry Festival’s 
monthly open mic gath-
ering, held in Elmhurst 
(at the Terraza Café) and 
he’s on the board of di-
rectors of Newtown Lit-
erary Alliance, the first 
Queens-based literary 
non-profit.

“There is, in other 
words, a lot going on 
here, and the idea of a 
pop-up bookstore – of 

Queens’ writers bring-
ing our books directly to 
the community – is also 
very exciting,” he said.

Queens native Wendy 
Angulo, president of 
Wendy Angulo Produc-
tions, said she felt lucky 
to be a part of the liter-
ary pop-up, where she 
presented books from 
some of the writers her 
organization represents.  

Since her goal is to 
support, encourage, and 
promote poetry and vi-
sual arts through col-
laborative events among 
both established and 
emerging artists, she 
believes “events like this 
are really important, not 
only for local artists, but 
also for the community 
to have access to new 
works from these artists 

and to encourage the im-
portance of literacy.” 

The Richmond Hill 
resident also serves as 
curator of Canvas of 
Words, an annual art 
and poetry festival that 
showcases the vitality of 
the arts in Queens.

Forest Hills resident 
and writer, Robert K. 
Blechman, said he was 
also excited to partici-
pate in the pop-up book-
store, where he promoted 
his comic Twitter mys-
tery novel, “Executive 
Severance” (composed 

entirely on Twitter) 
and discussed his Twit-
ter sequel, “The Golden 
Parachute,” currently in 
progress at @Twitstery.  

Newman agreed with 
his fellow artists that the 
borough “needs more 
community-oriented, in-
dependent bookstores,” 
and said he believes if a 
pop-up bookstore helps 
an idea like that catch 
on, that’s wonderful.  

“And if all it does 
is inspire more pop-up 
bookstores in different 
parts of Queens, that 
too is important,” he 
said. “Literature, poems, 
stories, plays, memoirs 
— all of it creates com-
munity — bridges differ-
ences — and really does 
help people grow and live 
together.”

Continued from Page 37 

Pop-up

A table with books from 
Wendy Angulo Productions, 
run by Queens na-
tive Angulo, was on dis-
play at the pop-up shop.  

Photo courtesy of Carol Lacks
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Featuring personally selected wines; 
reds, whites, rose and blends, 
we hope you enjoy your tasting 

experience as much as we enjoy 
serving you. We also serve cold 

appetizers of diverse cheeses, meats, 
fresh made hummus and fruit.

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363
(Just north of the LIRR Douglaston Station)

Open 6 days a week  Tue.–Fri. 4pm–12am  Sat.–Sun. 5pm–12am
347-502-7274  www.winetimedouglaston.com

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com

Bring in this ad to receive this special offer:
BUY 1 GLASS OF WINE OR A BOTTLE OF BEER AND GET 1 FREE.

Or: 1/2 OFF ANY FOOD MENU ITEM.

Answers in Sports
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

2

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

(718) 767-3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357

���������	

���
����

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

39-40 Bell Blvd. 
Bayside NY 11361
718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  347-502-7274 
www.winetimedouglaston.com  

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com
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KIDS & FAMILY

Community Conversations for 
Kids: Immigration  — The Queens 
Historical Society’s Karyn Balan 
will guide children and their family 
members through Eve Bunting’s 
book “One Green Apple,” followed 
by a discussion and activity.
When: Saturday, Nov. 29, at 1 pm
Where: Kingsland Homestead, 143-
35 37th Ave., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 939-0647
Website: www.
queenshistoricalsociety.org

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-
In Program for Families — On 
the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore the 
galleries and then spend time 
in the education room making 
art. Educators will be on hand 
to discuss gallery connections, 
introduce materials and assist 
in art making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each month, 
11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 33rd 
Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/includes 
museum admission and materials

Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

DANCE

“Spin Art” — Queensborough 
Community College student 
dancers take part in a world-
premiere performance-art piece 
where they will dance in a 20-foot 
by 20-foot Plexiglass cube and 
spray paint.
When: Saturday, Nov. 22, at 1 pm
Where: QCC Student Union 
Building, 222-05 56 Ave., Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 281-5591
Website: qcc.cuny.edu

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu dance 
popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome and 
all materials are provided. When: 
Mondays, 5:30 pm workshop for 
children 8 to 11; 6:30 pm workshop 
for all ages 12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

Free Line Dance Lessons — Free 
line dance lessons given by 
professional dance instructor, 
Bernardo, every Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm

Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan (718) 
591-3377

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

“Retrospective” by Xavier Le 
Roy— The fi rst US museum survey 
of Frcnch artist and choreographer 
Le Roy includes continuous 
performances of his solo works. 
When: Through Dec. 1
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 Jackson 
Ave., Long Island City
Cost: Suggested — $10/adults, $5/
students and seniors, Free/children 
under 16
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website; www.momaps1.org

“The View Over Here: 
Constructing Cultural Identity” 
— Crossing Art holds a juried 
exhibition of international works in 
various mediums. 
When: Through Dec. 13
Where: Crossing Art Gallery, 136-17 
39th Ave., Flushing
Contact: (212) 359-4333
Website; www.crossingart.com

The Daghlian Collection of 
Chinese Art — Sixty objects from 
the collection, which spans 5,000 
years, have been donated by 
William Daghlian. 
When: Through Jan. 10, 2015
Where: Godwin-Ternbach Museum 

at Queens College, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: www.qcpages.qc.cuny.
edu

“Polit-Sheer-Form-Offi ce” — A 
China-based art group that creates 
works based on experiences of 
coming-of-age during the late 
Cultural Revolution. 
When: Through March 8, 2015
Where: Queens Museum, New York 
City Building, Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Cost: Suggested — $8/adults, $4/
students and seniors, Free/children 
under 12
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website; www.queensmuseum.org

COMEDY
Open Mic at Rapture Lounge — All 
musicians, poets, writers, singers-
songwriters, comedians and 
performance artists are welcome. 
Sign-up at 8 pm.
When: Mondays, 8:30 pm to 10 pm
Where: Rapture Lounge, 34-27 28th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: No cover, $10 minimum
Contact: (718) 626-8044
Website: www.rapturelounge.com

Astoria Comedy All Stars — Ben 
Rosenfeld hosts fi ve different comics 
each week. Comics range from 

underground NYC acts to nationally 
touring headliners. The show is 
absolutely free, no cover charge and no 
drink minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 43-03 
Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.com/blog/
archives/astoria_comedy_all_stars

The Regulars Comedy Show — 
Every Wednesday night New York’s 
up-and-coming and already arrived 
comedians hang out and tell jokes at 
The Creek & The Cave.
When: Wednesdays, 10 pm
Where: The Creek & The Cave, 10-
93 Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 706-8783
Website: www.creeklic.com

Queen’s Secret Improv Club — On 
Friday nights, teams perform seven 
improvisation comedy sets on the 
half-hour. Tickets are good for all 
seven shows.
When: Fridays, 7:30 pm to 11 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 
23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $5/good for all or any of the 
seven performances
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

Compassionate Support That Will Never Be Forgotten

Calendar
Continued from Page 38 



CNG, Nov. 21—27, 201446    

Advertise your  
Clinical Studies in  

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in 

Classifieds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE 

OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

VISIT SAFERCAR.GOV/THERIGHTSEAT
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lege Point facility, are also scheduled 
to close, Yaccarino said.

“I felt great. I thought it was a great 
turnout. A lot of people agree with us,” 
said Patricia Vasquez, an APWU repre-
sentative. “A lot of the cars that were 
stopped and were given fliers were 
agreeing with our views: that if you’re 
going to pay first-class postage, you 
should have first-class service.”

This year, USPS, which is not tax-
payer-funded, earned an operating 
profit of more than $1 billion, accord-
ing to an APWU press release. Due to 
the rise of e-commerce, package deliv-
ery has experienced a boom, despite 
the fact that first-class mail revenue 
has gone down.

In 2006, Congress called on USPS 
to pre-fund retiree health benefits 
75 years in advance, costing the sys-
tem $5.6 billion a year. Since then 51 
senators and 160 House members have 
asked the Postal Service to stop closing 

mail processing centers and reducing 
service so they could have more time 
to produce legislation that would en-
hance the Postal Service’s operations.

“We are a service and a business 
and they’re trying to cut service by 
closing down plants, closing down 
good middle-class jobs,” said Ronald 
Oree, assistant secretary treasurer for 
the Local Branch 294 chapter of the Na-
tional Association of Letter Carriers. 
“We’re trying to preserve that because 
that’s the backbone of America, to have 
decent wages, decent benefits.”

City Councilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside) said that his office is rallying 
fellow politicians, including U.S. Rep. 
Joe Crowley (D-Jackson Heights), to 
come on board.

“This is an area that’s the most out-
standing commercial and residential 
area for delivery. The demand here is 
huge for this service,” Vallone said. 
“Not only is it a country issue, it’s a 
local issue because these are our folks 
that live here, this is our processing 
center and this directly impacts our 
neighborhoods.”

side, attended for the first time.
“For years I’ve been trying to get 

some of the LIC crowd to come to my 
bar and restaurant just up the road 
in Sunnyside,” he said. “I came down 
because the LIC Partnership is a great 
organization. I’ve made a lot of con-
tacts and I figure next year I’ll set up 
a table, especially now that it’s back 
here in western Queens.”

The Trade Fair  had been held at 
Terrace on the Park for the last few 

years because that venue had more 
space. Lusskin decided to move it 
back to the neighborhood even though 
membership in the partnership has in-
creased 50 percent since she took over 
last year.

“Nothing against Flushing Mead-
ows, but if we’re going to celebrate 
business in western Queens, we 
should do it in the area,” Lusskin said. 
“Unlike at Terrace on the Park, where 
everyone was spread out in many dif-
ferent rooms, here everyone was in the 
same room with equal exposure and 
everyone seemed happy with that.”

Continued from Page 4 

Trade show

Continued from Page 5 

Post Offi ce

fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

be a dad today.
Take time to

fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

to ensure that organizations collecting 
these items are doing so responsibly, 
and this bill will achieve both of those 
goals.”

City Councilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside) said, “The unchecked prolifer-
ation of these illegal clothing collection 
bins has become an outright nuisance 
and blemish on our communities.” 

Vallone, who supported the legisla-
tion, pointed out the new law will curb 
“this growing problem and ensure that 
donations made by New Yorkers are 
handled responsibly and lawfully.”

Months before the city legislation 
was approved and  in response to the 
number of complaints, state Assembly-
man Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside) un-
veiled a similar bill that he will intro-
duce in Albany, but aid it “goes a little 
further” than the city’s.

The lawmaker presented his propos-
al last summer. The statewide law would 
ban the boxes outright unless they are 
operated by organizations recognized 

by the Internal Revenue Service.
“These for-profit entities are ben-

efitting from the generous nature of 
our community,” said Brausntein, who 
hopes to introduce his bill when the 
next legislative session in Albany con-
venes in January.

Warren Schreiber, president of the 
Bay Terrace Community Alliance, sup-
ports both bills, the City Council law 
and the legislation drafted by the as-
semblyman.

“New Yorkers have a right to know 
that donated goods will actually go 
to those in need,” he said. “The goods 
should never be sold for profit by un-
scrupulous bin owners.”

Michal Feiner, president of the Bay-
side Hills Civic Association, also blast-
ed the drop-off containers.

“Most residents in out community 
try so hard to maintain our neighbor-
hood and keep it beautiful,” he said. 
“Ugly, illegal clothing bins accomplish 
the exact opposite.”

Reach reporter Juan Soto by e-mail at 
jsoto@cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Continued from Page 5 

Illegal bins
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE 
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,  
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

SANDRA DIAZ
Located near the Verrazano Bridge in Bay Ridge Brooklyn   
347-251-7423   www.diazestudio.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS 
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or  
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS 
4255 Amboy Road, Staten Island, NY  10308

(718) 605-3274

316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ  07095

(732) 750-1174  ultfash@optonline.net

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
718 698-4859  www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
BAY RIDGE MANOR 
476 76th St., Brooklyn (718) 748–8855,  
www.bayridgemanor.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT 
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,

www.casapepe.com

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS  
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,  
www.elcaribecaterers.com

GIACOMO’S TRATTORIA 
7902 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 439–6993,  
www.facebook.com/GiacomosWoodFiredPizza 

GLEN TERRACE 
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GREENHOUSE CAFE 
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200, 

www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO 
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,

www.ilfornettorestaruant.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL 
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn  (718) 788–0777,

www.grandprospecthall.com

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB 
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island 
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

NEW YORK CITY EVENTS 
Contact Dyker Beach Golf Course  
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf 
Course at (718) 885–1258 x 229,   
www.nycevents.americangolf.com

SIRICO’S  
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900, 

www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island  
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 www.theparadisecateringhall.com

DUE PONTI
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd. Whitestone, NY 11357
718-767-3100  www.dueponti-ristorant.com

FLUSHING TOWN HALL
137-35 Northern Blvd. Flushing NY 11354
()718) 463-7700  www.flushingtownhall.org

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11355
(718) 886-3800 X 201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

Lodging
HOUSE ON THIRD BED & BREAKFAST
422 Third Street, Park Slope, Brooklyn, NY
(718) 788-7171   www.houseon3st.com

Entertainment
E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT 
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
FLORAL FANTASY 
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or 
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST 
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or  
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS 
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

13TH AVENUE FLORIST 
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088, 
13thaveflorist@gmail.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204

(718) 256-7434 www.18thaveflowers.com

Jewelry
TIVOLI JEWELERS 
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York

216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens,

New York

Phone: +1-718-339-4653 Fax: +1-718-975-0952

Email: info@cashforgoldbk.com

See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/location-2

See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

OKG JEWELRY
248-25 Northern Blvd., Little Neck, NY  718-423-2526 
www.okgjewelry.com   Like Us on Facebook  

Open Tuesday - Saturday

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION 
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

RJ’S LIMOUSINES 
3285 Sunrise Hwy., Wantagh  (516) 221–3040
www.rjlimos.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd.,  Staten island (718) 351-7273 
www.rddlimos.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY 
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949, 

www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO 
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill  

(888) 400–2738 or (718) 504–1970,  

www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS 
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 AVE.   718 748 2200

PILO ARTS SALON 
8412 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  
www.piloarts.com

SALON MALAVE 
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720 
www.salonmalave.com 

AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
718 979 9000  www.afbennett.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S. 
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,  
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE 
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,  
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO 
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR 
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA 
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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— EINSTEIN
  adopted 12-09-10

SURE,
AT FIRST I WAS A LITTLE TAKEN ABACK 

BY THE WHOLE PEEING STANDING UP THING. 
BUT I TAUGHT HIM TO THROW A STICK 

AND NOW HANGING OUT WITH HIM
IS THE BEST PART OF MY DAY. 
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BY ALEX ROBINSON

Sir Gar NYC is not your 
grandfather’s cigar store.

Decked out with 10 big 
screen TVs, a plethora of com-
fy chairs and nonstop music, 
the new lounge, at 42-31 162nd 
St., seeks to cater to a younger 
generation of cigar lovers, said 
Stephen Pinto, who owns the 
new Flushing spot with his 
daughter Kristen.

“The idea is to make a place 
that’s comfortable,” Pinto said. 
“I like to call it the ultimate 
man cave. It’s like a fancy liv-
ing room.”

Unlike many other cigar 
lounges, which try to play up 
a Cuban or Caribbean theme, 
Pinto said he tried to give his 
more of an industrial look.

The lounge has room for 
around 35 people to sit and 
enjoy cigars and encourages 
smokers to bring their own 
booze, too.

Customers can take advan-
tage of a private room at the 
back of the lounge that has its 
own TV and chairs. Behind 
that is an outdoor deck with 
a projector for outside gather-
ings in the summer.

Humidor lockers are also 
offered for customers who 
want to leave their cigars at 
the lounge.

Pinto, who has been smok-
ing cigars since he was a 
child, said he was drawn to 
the idea of starting his own ci-
gar lounge as a number of the 
ones he has been to just are not 

comfortable.
The family-run operation 

boasts a state-of-the-art ven-
tilation system that sucks up 

smoke so that customers don’t 
have to walk into a hazy fog 

when they enter the store.
“We want women coming 

in smelling like perfume and 
leaving smelling like per-
fume,” Pinto said.

The cigar aficionado, who 
also owns a used car dealer-
ship in Pennsylvania, said he 
was attracted to the Flushing 
location as it is easily acces-
sible by public transportation 
and is a good midway point be-
tween Long Island and the rest 
of the city.

The lounge has 11 humi-
dors and a stock of more than 
10,000 cigars from Miami, the 
Dominican Republic and Nica-
ragua. Pinto said he plans to 
eventually introduce his own 
house blended cigars.

Sir Gar NYC is also going to 
offer e-cigarettes, vapor cigars 
and a long list of accessories.

The lounge has a chef on 
staff, hosts events, holiday 
parties and also offers brunch 
on Sundays.

The Pintos, who run the 
lounge with help of general 
manager Anthony Gigante, 
had their soft opening a few 
weeks ago and said they al-
ready feel like they’ve built a 
small community.

“We’ve made so many new 
friends here already,” Kristen 
said.

The lounge held its grand 
opening last weekend.

Reach reporter Alex Robin-
son by e-mail at arobinson@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

 
Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A new 
Queens chapter of the national organization 
that empowers and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon to 
2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees $30, 
nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by Harvey 
G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@aol.
com or (718) 423-0427
BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization that 
allows only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join a chapter. BNI 

provides positive, supportive and structured 
environment to further business through 
word of mouth marketing. Contact chapter 
president Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty to join a 
chapter. BNI Provides positive, supportive and 

structured environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. Contact 
Lydie Pellissier, chapter president, to arrange 
a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., Fresh 
Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  

Relationships are built. Facilitator is Gayle 
Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, coordinator, 
leader and organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month
Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts the 
Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Stephen Pinto (c.) stands in front of the humidors in his new cigar bar with his daughter, Kristen and general 
manager Anthony Gigante. Photo by Alex Robinson

New Flushing business is smoking
Father and daughter team up to bring cigar bar to Queens with Sir Gar NYC on 162nd St. 
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pected bribes of county GOP 
leaders.

Tabone, who prosecutors 
contend controlled the Queens 
GOP during Ragusa’s illness, 
is charged with pocketing a 
$25,000 alleged bribe.

A jury previously found for-
mer Republican City Council-
man Daniel Halloran guilty of 
helping broker Smith’s deals 
while accepting kickbacks.

His case was severed from 
Smith’s and Tabone’s this June. 
Their attorneys successfully 
sought mistrials because the 
government did not hand over 
hours of conversation and hun-
dreds of text messages in Yid-
dish from a wiretap on a coop-
erating witness’s phone ahead 
of the trial.

Tabone and Smith were slat-

ed to return to court Jan. 5.
Misir requested an adjourn-

ment until September, however,  
because of her pregnancy and 
planned maternity leave.

Prosecutors questioned this, 
circulating a memo from the 
judge they described as “for-
mally admonishing” Misir “for 
lying to him about her doctor 
mandating bed rest while she 
was simultaneously planning a 
trip to D.C. to speak at a profes-
sional conference.”

In a memo, Misir said she fell 
ill and did not make the speech, 
stressed that pregnancy is a 
federally recognized temporar-
ily disability and suggested that 
the additional charge against 
her client was retaliatory.

“[Prosecutors] Carbone and 
Bloom then followed up that 
abusive exchange by insult-
ingly and absurdly question-
ing, in a written response filed 
with the court, whether I was 

in fact Mr. Tabone’s ‘lead coun-
sel.’ and threatening — in their 
response to my request for an 
adjournment — a superseding 
indictment,” her letter read.

She also submitted a note 
from her doctor describing 
“multiple high-risk conditions” 
and recommending against her 
taking on a trial ahead of her 
February due date.

Still, prosecutors denied her 
allegations and urged the judge 
to proceed. They said separate 
trials would impede their case. 

Smith’s attorney, Gerald 
Shargel, said he objected to fur-
ther delays, but would be com-
fortable with his case proceed-
ing alone.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle by e-mail at strangle@
cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

Miller said he had broached 
the idea with the prior city De-
partment of Transportation 
commissioner, but it never 
went anywhere. 

De Blasio’s team appears 
more open-minded.

“We look forward to dis-
cussing Assemblyman Mill-
er’s proposals and working 
together on a strong agenda in 
Albany to protect New York-
ers on our streets,” de Blasio’s 
deputy press secretary Wiley 
Norvell said in an e-mail.

Miller said his second bill 
was one he has been carry-
ing since a constituent came 
into his office years ago and 
mentioned it had been drafted 
by U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) when she was in the 

Assembly but stagnated.
It would add a new crimi-

nal charge for those convicted 
of killing someone when driv-
ing while drowsy.

Miller said the measure 
would charge police and dis-
trict attorneys with assessing 
how to define drowsy, but that 
the legislation targeted profes-
sional drivers who failed to 
comply with mandated rest 
periods.

“If you have a truck driver, 
they are obligated after a cer-
tain number of hours, I’m not 
sure, but say 12, to rest for 
five or six hours,” Miller said. 
“Let’s say they don’t do that 
and it causes a problem. This 
would come into play.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle by e-mail at strangle@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4546.

undocumented immigrants 
have to worry about being de-
tained.”

The two bills also end the 
presence of ICE on Rikers Is-
land and all other city facili-
ties.

“U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement re-
quests detainers on indi-
viduals arrested on criminal 
charges to ensure that danger-
ous criminals are not released 
from prisons or jails and into 
our communities,” an ICE 
spokesman said.”   ICE will 
continue to work cooperative-
ly with law enforcement part-
ners throughout New York as 
the agency seeks to enforce its 
priorities through the identi-
fication and removal of con-
victed criminals and other 
public safety threats.” The 
signing ceremony took place 
on the steps of Our Lady of 
Sorrows Church, at 104-11 37th 
Ave., which serves the largest 
immigrant community in the 
city, according to de Blasio. 

“That he did the signings 
here sends a clear message 
that this mayor stands with 
the immigrant community, 
and that’s quite a thrill,” City 
Councilwoman Julissa Fer-
reras (D-East Elmhurst) said. 
“These two bills are a progres-
sive step towards repairing 
the dysfunctional national 
immigration system and will 
protect the rights of immi-
grants. This is reverberating 
throughout this neighbor-
hood, that Corona finally has 

a light shined on it for the 
right reason.”

The mayor presented a 
young Dominican named 
Carlos Rodriguez, who was 
mistakenly arrested for tres-
passing and detained by ICE 
for eight months even after 
the charges against him were 
dropped. “I was scared be-
cause when you’re in deten-
tion, you have no idea what’s 
happening with your case,” he 
said. “You don’t have any idea 
if they’re going to pick you to-
day, if they are going to deport 
you tonight.”

Rodriguez is still fighting 
deportation to the Dominican 
Republic.

“This community will be 
heavily impacted in a positive 
way,” City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
said. “I can’t tell you how 
many visitors to my office 
have had their families torn 
apart with ICE crackdowns. 
This sends a message to the 
federal government that New 
York City will protect its peo-
ple. We have a moral obliga-
tion to act on the local level to 
save our families and friends 
from deportation.”

The mayor added that in 
the absence of federal leader-
ship in what he called “a na-
tional issue that’s been swept 
under the rug, stigmatized,  
run away from” and ignored, 
“I think our nation’s history 
speaks to this.”

  He added, “When one city 
acts, then another city acts, 
then the state acts, then an-
other state acts — slowly but 
surely it becomes national 
policy.”

intake data from the city De-
partment of Homeless Services, 
despite noting some experts 
dispute its validity. 

The study examined the 
30 U.S. Census tracts that pro-
duced the most homeless fami-
lies, noting that 25 of these were 
in the Bronx, two were in Man-
hattan, two were in Brooklyn 
and one was in Queens.

South Jamaica’s tract 254, 
which stretches from South 
Road down to 109th and 108th 
avenues and from Merrick Bou-
levard to Sutphin Boulevard, 
came in 17th on the list of tracts 
with the most families entering 
the shelter system.

City Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans), who rep-
resents that area, declined to 

comment.
Patrick Markee, deputy ex-

ecutive director for advocacy 
at the Coalition for the Home-
less, said neighborhoods with 
significant poverty rates and 
housing problems, such as 
families spending more than 
half their income on rent or 
overcrowding, tend to produce 
more homeless families.

During the 11 years studied, 
about 39 percent of families 
moving into shelters had home 
addresses in the Bronx, 34 per-
cent in Brooklyn, 13 percent 
in Manhattan, 12 percent in 
Queens and 2 percent in Staten 
Island.

Still, a prior report by the 
Institute for Children, Poverty 
and Homelessness, a New York 
City-based homelessness policy 
research group, found that 
Queens had fewer shelter units 
than all boroughs but Staten 

Island.
The institute noted that 

Miller’s district included two 
shelters, putting it 21st out of 
the 51 Council districts with 
the most shelter units.

The borough has fought the 
shelters in Elmhurst and East 
Elmhurst and proposed ones 
in Glendale and Bayside, often 
arguing that the areas are too 
residential and isolated from 
public transportation.

Markee said most facilities 
are located in residential com-
munities and that access to per-
manent housing resources ap-
pears to be a larger predictor of 
success than shelter location.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle by e-mail at strangle@
cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

Continued from Page 1 
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Tabone

arms and will do everything 
we can to repay you for keep-
ing our country safe.”

The increase updates a 
decades-old benefit for those 
who served.

“The passage of this legis-
lation is a well-deserved step 
towards repaying the tremen-
dous debt of gratitude that we 
owe to veterans for all of their 
sacrifices on our behalf,” Sim-
otas said. “By easing their tax 
burden, we help ensure that 

those who honorably served 
their country can stay in their 
homes and live in the security 
that they have earned.”

The two state legislators 
were joined by state Sen. Joe 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach), 
the ranking member of the 
Senate Committee on Vet-
erans, Military Affairs and 
Homeland Security.

“Veterans have a lot of 
issues whether it be home-
lessness, high suicide rates, 
physical and mental issues,” 
Addabbo said. “The bottom 
line is they also have financial 
issues that we can address and 

they are being addressed with 
this bill. This legislation is a 
solid step in the right direc-
tion towards creating a better 
quality of life for the people 
who gave their country so 
much. The value of the dollar 
has fluctuated, but the dedi-
cation of our former service 
men and women has remained 
strong.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.

Vets bill
Continued from Page 5 
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Sports

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO

Flushing didn’t miss its 
chance to capitalize on South 
Shore’s mistakes, swinging a 
deadlocked game in its favor.

The seventh-seeded Red 
Devils’ ability to take advan-
tage of miscues by the No. 10 
Vikings and not letting their 
own come back to haunt them 
was the difference in a 34-14 
home victory in the opening 
round of PSAL City Confer-
ence football playoffs Sat-
urday afternoon. Flushing 
advances to visit defending 
champion and No. 2 Abraham 
Lincoln noon this Saturday in 
the quarterfinals.

“We know we have a tall 
task ahead of us,” Red Devils 
coach Jim DeSantis said. “We 
want to get to Yankee Stadium 
and we moved one step closer 
to that goal today.”

Flushing senior quarter-
back Terrence Chavis re-
corded four total touchdowns, 
three passing and one on the 
ground. Senior wide receiver 
Keron Hermit had two touch-
down receptions.

“I talked to Keron both 
last night and this morning,” 
Chavis said. “I told him that 
today was going to be a big 
day. Whenever I need someone 
to make a play, he is the guy I 
look to.”

The game appeared it was 
going to be a close battle from 
start to finish after the first 
half. Chavis was able to find 
Hermitt for a 48-yard score to 
give Flushing a 6-0 lead early 
in the first quarter.

South Shore tied the score 
and the Red Devils’ offense got 
sloppy, turning the ball over 
on consecutive drives — once 
at the South Shore 7-yard line. 
The defense picked up the 
slack by keeping South Shore 
off the board.

Flushing would get a turn-
over of its own in the second 
quarter as sophomore Kam-
eron Walker had an intercep-
tion. It was able to capitalize 
when Chavis hooked up with 

Hermitt on a short route. It 
turned into a 78-yard touch-
down as Hermitt juked his 
way into the end zone to make 
it 14-6.

“A lot was going through 
my head on that play,” Her-
mitt said. “I knew I had to do 
anything I could to help my 
team win.”

South Shore tied the score 
at 14-14 just before the half, 
but Flushing dominated after 
the break with 20 unanswered 
points.

A fumble recovery on a 
punt return gave Flushing 
great field position. It would 
score on the drive as they sent 
in offensive tackle Bromwell 
Roache to punch the ball into 
the end zone from 5 yards out 
to make it 20-14.

“He (Roache) runs scout 
against our defense in prac-
tice and no one wants to tackle 
him,” DeSantis said. “He re-
ally knows how to run the 
football.”

In the fourth quarter 
Chavis found junior wide out 
Tajmaleeak Beckett for a 22-
yard pitch and catch for the 
score and a 28-14 lead. South 
Shore again had trouble on 
the punt. This time the punter 
couldn’t handle the snap and 
was taken down at his own 18 
yard line. Chavis would run 
the ball in from 10 yards out to 
provide the final margin.

Flushing now has a chance 
to get to the semifinals for the 
second straight year, but will 
need to get through a formi-
dable opponent.

“We have to prepare very 
well,” Chavis said. “Lincoln 
is a very good team. We have 
to do everything well to beat 
them.”

Bayside in Bowl semis
Tyrell Plaza rushed for 65 

yards and two touchdowns on 
12 carries to propel No. 4 Bay-

Continued on Page 52

Flushing's Nick Castro (r.) takes down South Shore's Omar Jarrett (l.) 
during a playoff game.  Photo by Caroll Alvarado

The Monsignor McClancy boys’ soccer team celebrates its CHSAA Class A 
city title.  Photo courtesy of Monsignor McClancy

Opportunity knocked

McClancy claims 
another soccer title

Dominant second half sends Flushing to quarterfi nals

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO

Monsignor McClancy boys’ 
soccer entered uncharted and 
historic territory by winning 
its fourth straight CHSAA 
Class A championship.

The Crusaders are the first 
team to win four consecutive 
crowns and did so in unbeaten 
fashion It didn’t come easy for 
McClancy. Their opponent in 
the final was Staten Island’s 
St. Joseph by the Sea and they 
wanted to end the Crusaders’ 
historic run. But a late goal 
from defender Roko Basic in 
regulation tied the score at 
1-1 and five straight penalty 
shootout goals earned the 
Crusaders the crown on Nov. 
9 at SUNY Maritime.

McClancy’s group of six 
seniors has never ended a sea-
son with a loss. They will walk 
away from high school win-
ning a championship in every 
single season they played.

“My five senior teammates 
and me have a relationship 
where being related by blood 
wouldn’t make us any closer,” 
Basic said. “We have been 
through everything together 
these past four years.”

Crusaders coach Mike 

Sylvester couldn’t have been 
more pleased with and for this 
group.

“They worked so hard ev-
ery season and we sent them 
out the right way,” he said.

McClancy had to fight 
from start to finish to cap-
ture the city title. Sea scored 
in the game’s eighth min-
ute when Paul Lewis found 
Christian Puccio waiting in 
the box. Puccio fired a strike 
past McClancy goalie Damien 
Kusznierczuk for a 1-0 lead.

The Crusaders couldn’t get 
any offense going in the first 
half as their defense had to de-
fend against 14 shots on goal. 
The game went to halftime 
with the Vikings up 1-0.

The second half was filled 
with spectacular defensive 
play for both teams as both 
offenses couldn’t get any balls 
into the back of the net. Then 
Basic stepped up on a corner 
kick with four minutes to go 
in the game with McClancy’s 
championship dreams on the 
line.

“It was getting late in the 
game,” Sylvester said. “I sent 
everyone forward trying to 

Continued on page 52
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T
op recruit Isaiah Bris-
coe will not be joining 
St. John’s next season. 
The question now is: 

Who will?
The Roselle Catholic (N.J.) 

senior, considered by some to 
be the top point guard in his 
class, chose coach John Cali-
pari and Kentucky over St. 
John’s and UConn Nov. 13 on 
ESPNU. It left the Red Storm 
and coach Steve Lavin with 
just one commitment for 2015, 
three-star shooting guard 
Shamir Doughty out of Phila-
delphia, but without Briscoe, 
the player they hoped would 
be the cornerstone of that key 
class.

“I’m a city kid,” Briscoe 

said on ESPNU. “I love the city 
and my fan base, it’s pretty 
much where I’m from. I’m not 
downgrading any other team. 
I just had to do what’s best for 
me and my family.”

Lavin, who is in the fifth 
year of a six-year contract, 
did nearly everything right 
recruiting Briscoe. He had 
St. John’s considered as the 
favorite to land him by many 

insiders in the final weeks of 
the whirlwind recruitment. It 
is about what Lavin and Co., 
didn’t do leading up to that mo-
ment that put St. John’s in this 

position. Too big an emphasis 
was put on the 2015 class and 
a lack of effort in 2014 has left 
the Johnnies in dire need of 
proven players after this sea-

son.
St. John’s loses five seniors 

to graduation. Junior Chris 
Obekpa and sophomore Ry-
seed Jordan could make the 
jump to the NBA. What will 
be left when they leave?

Lavin comes into the sea-
son on the hot seat in many 
people’s eyes, needing to make 
the NCAA Tournament with 
players he recruited for the 
first time in his tenure. The 
2010-11 tournament team had 
players from the previous re-
gime.

St. John’s 2014 recruiting 
class hasn’t given fans much 
hope for the future. The Red 
Storm missed out on Abraham 
Lincoln guard Isaiah White-
head, who is now at Seton 
Hall. Westchester Community 
College transfer Keith Thomas 
has been ruled ineligible after 
a grade-fixing scandal at his 
former school. Former Christ 
the King standout Adonis De 
La Rosa has had his physical 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Coach Steve Lavin, during the NIT Season Tip-off between Franklin Pierce and 
St. John’s at St. John’s University’s Carnesecca Arena in Queens Tuesday.  

Photo by Robert Cole

Spurned by Briscoe, Red Storm facing uncertain future

SJU overcomes slow start to beat Pierce

Continued on Page 52

Right now coach 
Calipari has a 

machine going with 
getting point guards 

to the NBA ... I can see 
myself in that mold 
being the next point 
guard to come out of 

Kentucky.
Isaiah Briscoe

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

In St. John’s mind, there 
wasn’t a big mystery behind 
what led to its poor first half 
against Division II Franklin 
Pierce. Why it happened was a 
different story.

The Red Storm men’s bas-
ketball team watched Ravens 
forward Ryen Vilmont score 
21 of his 29 points before 
halftime with help from five 
3-pointers. St. John’s, which 
trailed by seven at the break, 
made a more conscious effort 
to shut him down in the sec-
ond stanza after not coming 
ready to play out of the gate. 
Why weren’t they?

“We don’t know,” senior 
forward Sir’Dominic Pointer 
said. “We have to figure that 
out. We are going to keep that 
with us.”

St. John’s did eventually 
right the ship by scoring the 
first 21 points of the second 
half on its way to beating 
Franklin Pierce 94-81 in the 
opening game of the NIT Sea-
son Tip-Off at Carnesecca 
Area Monday night.

“We said, ‘32 won’t score,’” 
senior guard D’Angelo Har-
rison said. “Like we just said, 
‘Don’t let him score’. It got re-

ally simple.”
Harrison on the other hand 

exploded after the break. He 
scored 19 in the second half to 

finish with 31 points and 17 re-
bounds. Rysheed Jordan had 
19 points and eight boards and 
Phil Greene IV added 18 points 

for St. John’s (2-0).
The Red Storm’s play was 

a stark contrast to its lack-
luster effort in the opening 

period. This time around it 
aggressively contested shoot-
ers, forced turnovers and re-
ally pushed the ball in the 
transition. The Ravens (2-1) 
were without a field goal until 
a Paul Becklens basket with 
10:08 remaining in the game. 
St. John’s led by as many as 17 
in the second half.

“Across the board in the 
second half that looked like 
the team that we can become 
as opposed to the first half 
where I was not pleased by our 
shooter awareness,” St. John’s 
coach Steve Lavin said.

The first half ended with 
Franklin Pierce up 50-43. As 
St. John’s struggled to score, 
driving into double teams and 
finishing at the rim, the Ra-
vens calmly and meticulously 
picked apart the Red Storm de-
fense and handled their press.

Franklin Pierce commit-
ted just five first-half turn-
overs and scored 11 points off 
St. John’s eight. Lack of front-
court size and early Chris 
Obekpa foul trouble left St. 
John’s without out anyone to 
really challenge the Franklin 
Pierce guards at the rim.

“We were letting them 
get in the lane,” Pointer said. 

D’Angelo Harrison shoots a jump shot during the NIT Season Tip between Franklin Pierce and St. John’s at St. John’s 
University’s Carnesecca Arena in Queens Tuesday.  Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on page 52
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Aryn McClure could have 
waited for big programs to 
come along or select one of the 
ones she already had scholar-
ship offers from. Going to the 
biggest school wasn’t what 
the Archbishop Molloy senior 
wanted. She landed where she 
believed she and her game 
best fit by choosing Quin-
nipiac.

“It felt genuine, like I had a 
place there,” McClure said. “It 
was a home for the next four 
years.”

To make it official, she sat 
next to fellow seniors Kaitlyn 
Mahon and Emer Moloney to 
sign their National Letters 
of Intent before a girls’ bas-
ketball scrimmage against 
Francis Lewis Sunday at the 
school. Mahon and Moloney 
are both headed to Queens 
College. The trio helped Mol-
loy reach the CHSAA Brook-
lyn/Queens final last season.

McClure picked Quin-
nipiac and coach Tricia Fab-
bri over Fairfield, LaSalle 
and Drexel. The Bobcats, who 

were the first team to offer the 
6-foot McClure, are getting 
one of the city’s most versatile 
players. She can score inside 
and out, is an excellent re-
bounder and can block shots.

Moloney, a savvy shooting 
guard, felt the same loyalty 
from Queens College that Mc-
Clure received from Quin-
nipiac. It was the first school 
to show major interest in her 
and stayed with her during 
the recruiting process.

Mahon, Molloy’s point 
guard, wasn’t sure up until 
last week where she was head-
ed, having to choose between 
Queens and C.W. Post. Molo-
ney, her best friend and back-
court mate, was already head-
ing there, but didn’t pressure 
her to join her. Mahon, who 
wanted to stay close to home, 
is happy she didn’t press.

“If she kept pushing and 
pushing I don’t think I would 
have gone,” Mahon said.

The trio is hoping to make 
their senior season a memo-
rable one. Molloy is the most 
experienced team in Brook-
lyn/Queens this season and 

has eyes on bringing home a 
diocesan title.

“We are ready to win the 
championship,” Moloney said. 
“We all jell. We all get along. 
We are all determined on one 
goal.”

Mullen picks St. Peter’s
Janelle Mullen is looking 

forward to helping revive the 
Peacocks’ program alongside 
second-year head coach Pat 
Coyle. Mullen, a senior at the 
Hun School in New Jersey, 
picked St. Peter’s over NJIT, 
Temple and Bridgeport among 
others. She had been leaning 
toward the Peacocks during 
the recruiting process, but 
it was a talk with the former 
New York Liberty coach Coyle 
that clinched her decision.

“I like being part of the 
reformation of this team, now 
she is trying to rebuild it and 
I want to be a part of that,” 
said Mullen, who transferred 
to Archbishop Molloy during 
her sophomore year.

Archbishop Molloy's Aryn McClure (bottom l. to r.), Kaitlyn Mahon and 
Emer Moloney signed their National Letter of Intent at the school 
Sunday.                                  Photo by Joseph Staszeski

Queens athletes sign letters of intent
McClure chooses Division I Quinnipiac for hoops

Continued on Page 52

Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 

Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org
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St. Peter’s was in need of an 
athletic shooter and the 5-foot-
10 Mullen fit what it was look-
ing for after the coaching staff 
sent her game tapes. Mullen, 
who plays her travel ball with 
the New York Belles, averaged 
10.6 points and 2.7 steals per 

game last season. She believes 
playing for Coyle gives her the 
best chance to reach her po-
tential as a player.

“They really seem to have 
an interest in the best interest 
of the players,” Mullen said.

Mullen enjoyed St. Peter’s 
intimate campus and feel. She 
can study pharmacy there and 
knows her time away at the 
Hun School has her prepared 
for what is ahead.

“Homesickness is not a 
problem for me,” Mullen said. 
“The Hun school is really like 
a college prep school.”

Holy Cross’ Rosero 
heads to Villanova

Knights pitcher Jonathan 
Rosero signed to play baseball 
at Villanova.

fitness come into question by 
Lavin, along with reportedly 
the validity of his SAT score 
by the NCAA.

Has the luster and allure 
of playing for Lavin at St. 
John’s worn off?

The Johnnies are still in 
the running for top-10 for-
ward Cheick Diallo of Long 
Island Lutheran and highly 
rated shooting guard Bran-
don Sampson of Madison 
Prep in Louisiana. But both 
prospects are far from sure 
things.

Kids want to go where 
they can win and develop 
enough to get to the NBA. 
This coaching staff at St. 
John’s has a track record do-
ing neither, Calipari does.

“I think I can handle play-
ing with great players,” Bris-
coe said. “Right now coach 
Calipari has a machine going 
with getting point guards to 

the NBA ... I can see myself 
in that mold being the next 
point guard to come out of 
Kentucky.”

The Orlando Magic draft-
ed Maurice Harkless in the 
first round, but Mike Dunlap 
was the head coach of that 
team as Lavin battled pros-
tate cancer.

Sure, JaKarr Sampson 
is on the 76ers roster, but he 
wasn’t drafted and Philadel-
phia may be one of the worst 
teams in NBA history. Jor-
dan didn’t make the one and 
done leap some predicted.

St. John’s is 71-60 in 
Lavin’s tenure, including a 
13-19 season with Dunlap on 
the bench, with one NCAA 
tournament appearance and 
two postseason wins.

St. John’s may go to the 
NCAA tournament this year. 
It may not.

What comes after that is 
still up in the air and it is 
looking more uncertain with 
each passing day.

side to a 26-6 home win over 
James Madison in the PSAL 
Bowl Conference quarterfi-
nals Sunday. He also recov-
ered a fumble.

Marcus Watson ran for 

111 yards on 11 carries and 
Charles Flug completed 5 of 
12 passes for 115 yards and 
a touchdown pass to Tyrell 
Graham.

The Commodores visit 
No. 2 FDR noon Sunday at 
Midwood Athletic Complex 
in the semifinals.

Continued from Page 49

Flushing

Continued from Page 50

Spurned
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Intent

Ozone Park native Janelle Mullen (c.) signs to plays women’s basketball at St. Peter’s.  
Photo courtesy of The Hun School

“They were driving and kick-
ing. They were going right 
past us.”

Keeping that from happen-
ing again as the competition 
gets tougher is the challenge 
for a group that has had a his-
tory of slow starts. Harrison 
joked film, some yoga and a 

therapy session might do 
the trick to getting things 
right, but vowed they’d do 
whatever it took.

“We are going to fix it,” 
Harrison said. “That’s all I 
can say. We are going to fix 
it. We are an older bunch and 
we know that. It’s not like a 
mystery like last year. We 
know that know and we got 
to stop it.”

make something happen.”
The corner was shot into 

the box and somehow found 
the foot of Basic. He squared 
the ball up and scored to knot 
things at 1-1

“I saw my coach and he 
said ‘Come on this is you,’” 
Basic said. “It was a free kick 
that deflected off one of my 
teammates and it somehow 
found me.”

Neither team was able to 
score in overtime. McClancy 
converted all five of its pen-
alty kicks. Sea missed only 

one, but that’s all McClancy 
needed to claim the title.

McClancy has tried to 
move up to the AA division 
after its years of success, 

but CHSAA rules state that a 
school must have a junior var-
sity team to make the jump, 
according to Sylvester. The 
Crusaders do not have one. 
Having all of his players on 
varsity has been a key to the 
program’s success in Sylves-
ter’s mind.

“The good thing about not 
having a JV team is all the 
guys have seen what it takes 
to win,” Sylvester said. “Hope-
fully that will allow us to keep 
competing at a high level.

Continued from Page 49

McClancy

Continued from Page 50
Red Storm

Contact the newsroom: 
718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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CORNER OF: QUEENS BLVD 
AND HILLSIDE AVE, JAMAICA WWW.LEESTOYOTA.COM

**0% APR Financing up to 36 months on 2015 Rav4. Subject to Tier1+ requires primary lending source approval. See Dealer for details. Prior orders excluded. With this ad only. *24 month leases: $2999
Cash Down + $650 Acquisition Fee + 1st mo pymt. No Sec Dep Req’d. Total Pymts/Residual: Camry $3096/$17,028, Rav4 $3096/$19,411. 10k mi/yr. $.15 thereafter. Tax, tags, reg fees add'l. Dealer doc fee
$75.00 not included in price. This ad is considered a coupon & must be presented at time of purchase, limit one per customer. Offer exp 12/1/14. NYDCA#324655.

TOYOTA
SEE WHAT A GREAT DEAL REALLY IS AT

BLACK FRIDAY SALES EVENT!
CALL TOLL FREE: 800-695-5896

CAMRY
Automatic, LE Model, 4 Cyl, Air Conditioning, Power 
Windows, Power Locks, Bluetooth, ABS, CD Player.

$21,998
$129LEASE

FOR

*PER
MO 
24
MOS

$3778 Due at Signing. Tax, Tags, 
Reg Fees Add’l. No Sec Dep Req’d. 

MSRP $24,020. Stk#32618T. 
Subj to credit approval.

Many others at similar savings!

**

BUY
FOR

Automatic, LE Model, 4 Cyl, Air Conditioning, Power
Windows, Power Locks, Bluetooth, ABS, CD Player.

$23,988
$129LEASE

FOR

*PER
MO 
24
MOS

$3778 Due at Signing. Tax, Tags,
Reg Fees Add’l. No Sec Dep Req’d.

MSRP $26,430. Stk#32757T. 
Subj to credit approval.

Many others at similar savings!

BUY
FOR

CERTIFIED USED TOYOTAS: 800-698-9041

TOWN CAR
SIGNATURE 

LIMTED
8 Cyl, Auto, A/C, 
Loaded. 44k mi. 

Stk#U8880T.

$22,995
BUY FOR

MANY AVAILABLE 

AT THIS PRICE!
MANY AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE!

2011 LINCOLN

2009 TOYOTA COROLLA CE
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, CD Player. 55k mi. 
Stk#U8689T.................$10,995
2009 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 70k mi. 
Stk#U8695T.................$11,995
2008 CHEVY IMPALA LT
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 36k mi. 
Stk#U8662T..................$8,995
2008 VOLVO XC90 AWD
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, Leather, Full Power 79k mi. 
Stk#U8887T.................$14,995
2013 TOYOTA SIENNA XLE AWD
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 19k mi. 
Stk#U8528T................$29,995
2011 TOYOTA 4RUNNER SR5 4X4
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 31k mi. 
Stk#L8786T................$25,995
2011 DODGE CHARGER R/T
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Chrome Wheels. 43k mi. 
Stk#U5656T.................$17,495

2011 TOYOTA RAV4 SPORT 4X4
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 22k mi. 
Stk#L8805T................$20,995
2010 TOYOTA MATRIX S
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 31k mi. 
Stk#U8606T.................$14,995
2006 HONDA CRV SE 4X4
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, Leather, P/W, P/L. 97k mi. 
Stk#U8528T.................$11,995
2005 TOYOTA RAV4 L 4X4
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 92k mi. 
Stk#U8811T..................$8,995
2005 SCION TC
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 123k mi. 
Stk#U8049T..................$7,995
2005 TOYOTA PRIUS HYBRID
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 103k mi. 
Stk#U8858T..................$7,995
2004 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER LTD 4X4
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 87k mi. 
Stk#U8898T.................$10,995

2013 FIAT 500 POP
4 Cyl, 5 Spd, A/C, P/W, P/L, ONLY 21 MI!
Stk#U8844T.................$12,995
2012 TOYOTA FJ CRUISER 4X4
6 Cyl, 5 Spd, A/C, P/W, P/L. 32k mi. 
Stk#U8860T................$28,995
2011 HYUNDAI SONATA LIMITED
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 91k mi. 
Stk#U8739T.................$11,995
2009 LEXUS LS460L AWD
8 Cyl, Auto, A/C, LOADED. 71k mi. 
Stk#U8851T................$29,995
2011 TOYOTA COROLLA S
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 27k mi. 
Stk#L8885T.................$13,995
2007 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 71k mi. 
Stk#8874T.................$10,495
2012 TOYOTA CAMRY SE
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 9k mi. 
Stk#8801T.................$16,995

RAV4 4X4NEW 2015
TOYOTA

NEW 2015
TOYOTA

PEOPLE THINK OUR USED CARS ARE NEW CARS. YOU WILL TOO!
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SATURDAY DEC. 13 • 7PM

SUN. DEC. 14 • 12PM & 4PM

WEDNESDAY DEC. 3 SUNDAY DEC. 7 • 7PMTHURSDAY DEC. 4SUNDAY NOV. 30 • 7PM

PATTI
LaBELLE
SAT., NOV. 29

For more information visit www.TheTheatreAtWestbury.com • Box Office Open Mon.-Sat. 12:30PM-5:30PM

BRIAN
SETZER
CHRISTMAS ROCKS!

TUES., NOV. 25

TUESDAY DEC. 16 DEC. 17, 18, 19, 20 SUN., DEC. 21 • 1PM & 4PM TUESDAY DEC. 23

SATURDAY FEB. 14 SAT. FEB. 21 • 2PM & 8PM FRIDAY FEB. 27 SATURDAY FEB. 28

THURSDAY FEB. 12FRIDAY JAN. 30 SUNDAY FEB. 1 • 1PM FRIDAY FEB. 6 SATURDAY FEB. 7

SATURDAY MARCH 7


