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BY JUAN SOTO
 
Horse-drawn carriages in 

and around Central Park’s 
roadways have been a part of 
the city for at least the last cen-
tury.

But now, the Bill de Blasio 
administration and some city 

councilmen want to erase that 
metropolitan tourist attraction 
by banning the industry to ful-
fill a campaign promise. The 
controversial bill’s main goal is 
to phase out horse-drawn car-
riage drivers by mid 2016.

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights), 

lead sponsor for the bill, said 
the legislation will be intro-
duced at this month’s stated 
meeting of the Council.

“Horses don’t belong on New 
York City’s congested streets 
amid cars and pollution,” he 
said. “There have been too 

Continued on Page 56

LPC motives
debated on
Queens sites

Council divided on carriage ban

Boro dismayed at Garner case 
Lawmakers angry over no indictment as Justice Dept. investigates 

SHOP TILL YOU DROP

Shoppers flock to Queens Center Mall to kick off the holiday season and take advantage of Black 
Friday specials. See story on Page 5. Photo by Bill Parry

BY JUAN SOTO
Queens reacted with swift 

disappointment to the decision 
by a Staten Island grand jury 
not to indict a white police of-
ficer in the chokehold death of 
black resident Eric Garner. 

The decision was an-
nounced Wednesday by Staten 
Island District Attorney Dan-
iel Donovan. In a statement, he 
expressed condolences to the 
family of Garner, who died in 
July during his arrest for sell-
ing loose cigarettes.

“I am absolutely disappoint-
ed, appalled, and ashamed 
by the grand jury’s decision 
not to indict,” City Council-
man I. Daneek Miller (D-St. 
Albans) said. “Once again, it 
has been demonstrated that 
the threshold for indictment 
when it comes to black lives at 
the hands of police has been 
elevated to an unattainable 
standard.”

The Staten Island DA said 
the investigation into the case, 
which was replayed around 
the nation as Garner slumped 
to the sidewalk saying “I can’t 
breath,” began immediately 
and was conducted indepen-
dently.

The decision comes a little 
more than a week after a grand 
jury in Ferguson, Mo., declined 
to indict police officer Darren 

BY BILL PARRY

In a move that angered 
preservationists across the 
borough, the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission an-
nounced plans to remove over 
a hundred sites and historic 
districts from consideration 
for landmark status. Eight of 
them are located in Queens, 
including the iconic Pepsi 
sign on the Long Island City 
waterfront.

The agency has scheduled a 
vote for Tuesday to “de-calen-
dar” the sites and structures, 
many that have been on the 
agenda for decades. Calender-
ing is the first step in the land-
marking  process and removal 
from the list puts the locations 
at risk for possible redevelop-
ment or even demolition.

An LPC spokesman said 
that the agency was simply 
“cleaning up a backlog” and 
“it is purely administrative.”

Wiley Norville, a spokes-
man for Mayor de Blasio, said, 
“Cleaning up the backlog will 
ensure the LPC can much 
more effectively fulfill its 
mission of responding to the 
landmarking issues of today 
in real time.”

See full coverage 
on Page 4
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BY JUAN SOTO

Bayside is about to get an 
excellent Christmas present.

An effort is underway to 
launch the more modern Bay-
side Live TV, a hyper-local 
Internet channel to high-
light places and events in the 
northeast Queens neighbor-
hood.

Although the video chan-
nel is already operational 
(baysidelivetv.com), its pro-
moters will soon unveil a 
more sophisticated 3.0 ver-
sion.

“Bayside is the market for 
a new breed of television,” 
said Gregg Sullivan, head of 
the effort. “Bayside will be-
come the test market.”

Sullivan, with experience 
in both local and network 
news channels, said the idea 
is to create a “micro market 
station” similar to what NY1 
did “when they started.”

One of the innovations 
included in the new version 
of the channel is the input 
it would have from viewers, 
residents, community advo-
cates and high schools and 
junior high school students.

“Neighbors and students 
will be able to create con-
tent by filming with their 
iPhones,” said Sullivan, a 

former executive director for 
the Bayside Village Business 
Improvement District.

“This is a way of recon-
necting the community to 
the media infrastructure,” 
Sullivan said.

He pointed out the video 
channel will be supplement-
ed with a smart phone app, 
social media, Facebook and 
Twitter accounts.

But the project does not 
stop there. Sullivan is more 
ambitious. He wants to ex-
pand the philosophy behind 
the TV station until there is 
an Internet channel for the 
whole borough of Queens.

“We don’t need to get a 
channel on cable,” he said. 
“The idea is that each com-
munity, Whitestone, Bayside, 
will have its own local chan-
nel,” said Sullivan at Mon-
day’s Community Board 11 
meeting.

Although the project 
would need at least 11,000 
viewers to get a cable slot, 
Sullivan insisted that was 
not the goal of the local tele-
vision project.

“There is no need for big 
TV markets now,” said Sul-
livan. “Everybody is moving 
to Internet.”

He pointed out that profits 
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BY MADINA TOURE

The city Economic Develop-
ment Corporation is exploring 
different options that would 
enable businesses in the Col-
lege Point Corporate Park to 
have more of a say in how the 
park’s funds are being used.

About 50 businesses in 
the College Point Corporate 
Park — a 550-acre office park 
with more than 200 companies 
and 6,000 employees  — are re-
quired to pay into the park’s 
improvement fund. The fund 
finances the park’s manage-
ment and maintenance pro-
gram as well as business assis-
tance training, beautification 
projects, such as tree planting, 
cleanups and signage, and cap-
ital improvements.

But the businesses contend 
that the money is not being 
used efficiently. Over the last 
20 years, the fund has accu-
mulated roughly $5 million, 
said Vito Tautonico, director 
of constituent services for City 
Councilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside).

“The big issue is that 50 or 
so of the businesses that are in 
the corporate park are mandat-
ed by the deeds to pay into the 
improvement fund every year 
and a lot of businesses were 
very upset that they weren’t 
seeing any improvements,” 
Tautonico said at a recent Col-
lege Point Civic & Taxpayers 
Association meeting. “They’re 
essentially paying a tax that 
did nothing for them.”

The options being consid-
ered include the creation of 
a business improvement dis-
trict, a board of directors, an 
advisory board or a nonprofit 
made up of the businesses, the 
EDC, community members 
and members of Community 
Board 7.

“Conceptually, everyone’s 
on the same page — they want 
to do something,” said Chuck 

Apelian, co-chairman of the 
College Point Corporate Park 
Taskforce and first vice chair-
man of Community Board 7. 

Businesses are required to 
pay one-eighth of the assessed 
value of their property into an 
improvement fund, which is 
intended to use the money for 
beautification purposes. They 
pay about $10,000 to $20,000 or 
so per year, Tautonico said.

On Nov. 25, EDC represen-
tatives, CB 7 members, Col-
lege Point Civic and Taxpay-
ers Association members, a 
representative from the 28th 
Avenue Homeowners Associa-
tion and a city Department of 
Transportation representative 
met to discuss the issue.

The EDC representative 
said they need to have more 
meetings and determine the 

appropriate structure of the 
group that would be in charge 
of collecting and allocating 
the money, according to Diane 
Kovach, co-chair of the Zone 
and Land Use committee of 
the College Point Civic and 
Taxpayers Association.

“They want to reach all the 
businesses in the corporate 
park,” Kovach said.

The EDC was not available 
for comment.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued on Page 56

Businesses in the College Point Corporate Park say the park’s improve-
ment fund is not being used efficiently. 

Bayside serves as lab 
for local TV station

College Pt. Park fl ap
Businesses want to know how fund fees are spent

Gregg Sullivan will soon launch a more modern version of Bayside 
Local TV.
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BY JUAN SOTO
 Bayside has scored big, 

again. The neighborhood just 
got its fourth landmarked 
property.

The New York City Land-
marks Preservation Commis-
sion voted unanimously Nov. 
25 to designate the Tudor-style 
Hawthorne Court Apart-
ments, a rental complex at the 
corner of 216th Street and 43rd 
Avenue, as a city landmark. 
The landmarking will not be 
official until the City Council 
approves it.

“This charming and ornate 
complex is a fine example of 
the Tudor Revival style,” said 
Meenakshi Srinivasan, chair-
woman of the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission. 
The residence “provides a 
critical narrative of Bayside’s 
transformation to a commuter 
suburb after the completion of 
the railroad tunnel to Manhat-
tan in 1910.”

Landmarked in Bayside 
are also the Lawrence Cem-
etery, located right behind the 
Hawthorne Complex at 42nd 

Avenue; the Fort Totten His-
torical District, home to the 
Bayside Historical Society; 
and the Stone House, at 35-34 
Bell Boulevard.

The city agency pointed out 
the Hawthorne Court Apart-
ments, built between 1930 and 
1931, exemplified the low-rise 
suburban garden housing com-
plexes from the 1920 and 1930s, 
“which contained substantial 
green space and incorporated 
ideas from the British garden 
city movement and the New 
York City modern tenement 
movement.”

Middle-class housing Ar-
chitect Benjamin Braunstein 
designed the units of different 
size around a courtyard “with 
meandering paths and set back 
from the streets.”

It had been a long fight. For 
years, the Bayside Historical 
Society worked toward the 
landmark designation with 
the collaboration of Commu-
nity Board 11, elected officials, 
civic groups and other organi-
zations.

“We are very happy,” said 

Paul DiBenedetto, president of 
the Bayside Historical Society. 
“This is a very classy place.”

City Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside) supported the 
efforts that led to the Land-
marks Preservation Commis-
sion decision. 

“I believe this location is a 
prime example of the historic, 
award-winning Tudor design 

and high-quality develop-
ment that [Landmarks] must 
protect,” Vallone said. “The 
Hawthorne Court Apartments 
have withstood the test of time 
and most importantly, they are 
iconic of the character of the 
surrounding neighborhood.”

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) also 
promoted the Hawthorne 

Complex, which has about 20 
apartments. “I am pleased 
that (Landmarks) voted unan-
imously in favor of landmark-
ing the Hawthorne Court 
Apartments, whose neo-Tudor 
style design has remained a 
unique contribution to the 
Bayside community since 
1930,” he said.

The lawmaker congratulat-
ed the Bayside Historical Soci-
ety for “its successful efforts 
over the last several years to 
achieve this victory.”

In 1931, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce awarded the 
ornate complex unit with a 
price for “excellence in design 
and civic value.”

Michael Feiner, president 
of the Bayside Hills Civic As-
sociation, said “this is a result 
of lengthy discussions and ef-
forts by people concerned with 
maintaining our beautiful 
neighborhood to its very high 
standards.” 

He added, “This is a suc-
cess story for all of the utmost 
level when it comes to local 
civic concerns.”

The Landmark Preservation Commission designated the Bayside's 
Hawthorne Apartment Complex as a landmark. It will be official once it 
is approved by the City Council.   Photo by Juan Soto

Hawthorne apts. become fourth Bayside landmark
Tudor Revival style complex at 216th Street recognized after years of negotiations
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FLIP

BY SARINA TRANGLE

Six ousted Queens Library 
trustees dropped their lawsuit 
against Borough President 
Melinda Katz, but maintained 
her view of the court proceed-
ing should not be trusted.

Judge Frederic Block dis-
missed the former trustees’ 
case from Brooklyn federal 
court last week after the six 
filed a motion to drop proceed-
ings.

“It was no longer in their 
interest as volunteers to spend 
personal money on litigation,” 
said a statement from Schlam 
Stone & Donlan LLP, which 
represented the ex-trustees. 
“As an attorney, the borough 
president fully understood 
that by signing the motion 
that the plaintiffs voluntarily 
filed, Judge Block was simply 
granting the plaintiffs’ re-
quest and was not, as her press 
release suggests, a decision by 
the court on the merits.”

The trustees took their bid 
to get their posts back to court 
this summer. The group main-
tained Katz dismissed them 
for standing by embattled 
Queens Library President 
Thomas Galante, who was put 
on a paid leave of absence in 
September.

Their case described Katz’s 
reaction to a series of reports 
alleging fiscal mismanage-
ment and questioning Gal-
ante’s external income as “a 
brazen, and unconstitutional, 
power grab.”

The borough president wel-
comed the case’s dismissal.

“The court’s action under-
scores just how specious their 
claims were,” Katz said in a 
statement. “This lawsuit was a 
bitter attempt by the removed 

trustees at personal retalia-
tion devoid of consideration 
for the public interest.”

Katz praised her collabora-
tion with state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) and As-
semblyman Jeffrion Aubry 
(D-Corona) to pass legislation 
in Albany that she said en-
sures the library is account-
able to its patrons.

Under the new law, Katz 
and Mayor Bill de Blasio dis-
missed eight trustees in July.

In addition to giving the 
government more say on li-
brary trustees, the law re-
quires the library to comply 
with Freedom of Information 
Law requests, to have its key 
staff members file financial 
disclosure forms and to set 
outside employment limits for 
employees, Katz said.

The trustees, however, 
contended the FOIL clause fell 
short.

“Both [Katz] and her 
newly appointed members of 
the Library Board are resist-
ing FOIL requests regarding 
important board actions, in-
cluding disclosure of the re-
port prepared by former U.S. 
Judge Barbara Jones regard-
ing a whistleblower complaint 
about the improper conduct 
of certain board members,” 
the trustees’ lawyers said in a 
statement.

Katz’s office directed FOIL 
inquires to the library. 

Library spokeswoman 
Joanne King said the trustees’ 
FOIL requests were denied 
based on an exemption to the 
FOIL law.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle by e-mail at strangle@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4546.

BY BILL PARRY

The future of the Pepsi Cola 
sign and seven other historic 
sites across the borough are 
suddenly in jeopardy now that 
the chairwoman of the Land-
marks Preservation Commis-
sion is proposing to remove 
them from consideration for 
protection.

Meenakashi Srinivasan said 
the agency would vote Tuesday 
to decide if more than100 his-
toric structure would be “de-
calendared,” removing them 
from the first step in the public 
review process. Her spokesman 
said the proposed action would 
clean up an administrative 
backlog and would not prevent 
the commission from reconsid-
ering the buildings and sites for 
recalendaring in the future.

When the LPC “calendars” 
a structure or site, it means 
that it is awaiting an official 
landmark vote. Some have held 
the designation dating back to 
1966.

Now the commission is 
proposing to remove the des-
ignation, leaving the sites vul-
nerable to redevelopment or 
demolition, critics charge. In-
ternationally acclaimed New 
York City tour guide Justin Fe-
rate put it more bluntly.

“To ‘decalendar’ these 
structures is just short, or not, 
of a cultural and civic crime,” 
he said.

According to the staff at 
Landmark West, a Manhat-
tan-based preservation com-
mission, the effect would be 
to wipe the slate clean on the 
proposed landmarks and his-
toric districts that have been 
extensively researched, docu-
mented, and formally heard by 

the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission over the years.

The eight Queens sites are 
the iconic Pepsi Cola sign in 
Long Island City, an extension 
to the Douglaston Historic 
District, the Old Calvary Cem-
etery Gatehouse in Sunnyside, 
the Bowne Street Commu-
nity Church in Flushing, the 
Spanish Towers and the Fair-
way Apartments in Jackson 
Heights, the First Reformed 
Church and Sunday School of 
College Point and the Ahles 
House in Bayside.

“This is terrible news,” Bay-
side Historical Society Presi-
dent Paul Di Benedetto said. 
“Why do you calendar some-
thing if it’s not worth saving?”

Four of the eight sites are in 
state Sen. Tony Avella’s district. 
He fired off a letter to Mayor de 
Blasio and the chairwoman of 
the LPC demanding a different 
tone. 

“I find this action outra-
geous,” he wrote. “The act of 
calendaring offers properties 
some immediate protection. 
Removing them places these 
locations in immediate danger, 
with little or no time for the 
community to act.”

City Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing), chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Landmarks 
, is reminding skeptics that ev-
ery item on the list is eligible 
for reconsideration. 

“I have spoken with Chair 
Srinivasan to discuss this issue 
and have secured her complete 
assurance that the LPC will 
work closely with me, my com-
mittee, and all stakeholders on 
this matter in an effort to bring 
about change, transparency 
and balance that is needed in 
the landmarking process mov-

ing forward,” Koo said.
Bob Singleton, the executive 

director of the Greater Astoria 
Historical Society said, “Al-
though our elected officials can 
force them to restore the pub-
lic’s voice, we doubt that will 
happen. Look what the politi-
cal process has done to far too 
many places already designat-
ed as lLandmarks. The Stein-
way Mansion is just the latest 
entry to this unfortunate list.”

The borough’s preservation-
ists are alarmed. 

“It’s a terrible precedent and 
a rash decision and none of us 
is thrilled in the preservation-
ist community,” John Jay Pro-
fessor Jeffrey Kroessler said. 
“To wipe clean all those years 
of work and start over is dis-
missive and uncomfortable to 
say the least.”

Kroessler and his wife, the 
architect Laura Heim, were 
central figures in the protract-
ed campaign that designated 
Sunnyside Gardens a Historic 
District in 2007. “Real estate 
values have changed remark-
ably in the last 30 years.” he 
said. “There used to be empty 
spaces in the city and now that 
they are gone, they say land-
marks are in the way of devel-
opment, that preservationists 
stand in the way of affordable 
housing. It’s a change in the eco-
nomic perspective of the city.  
Who would have ever thought 
30 years ago that property in 
Bushwick would be valuable? 
There’s not a lot of happiness 
in the preservation community 
today, just dismay.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Borough President Melinda Katz (r.) says she is working on reform-
ing the Queens Library governance as embattled President Thomas 
Galante (l.) takes a paid leave of absence.

Bayside's Ahles House is in danger of being "decalendared" next week. Photo by Bill Parry

Landmarks on hold
LPC move raises preservationists’ anger in Queens 

Ex-library trustees 
drop case vs. Katz
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FLIP

BY MADINA TOURE

The Francis Lewis High 
School Army Junior Reserve 
Officer Training Corps in 
Fresh Meadows is the first 
and only school in its brigade 
to receive a U.S. Defense De-
partment honor with distinc-
tion award with a perfect 
score for the 2014-15 academic 
year.

The award, which is grant-
ed every year by the secretary 
of defense, is based on the 
unit’s student performance, 
community service and a for-
mal inspection. The unit is 
scored on a scale of 1 to 1,000. 
The formal inspection is 
worth up to 600 points, while 
the unit report is worth up to 
400 points.

Francis Lewis is one of 
40 JROTC units to earn this 
award in the second ROTC 
Brigade, which includes 271 

JROTC programs from Maine 
to Pennsylvania. But Francis 
Lewis is the only program 
to receive a perfect score of 
1,000. 

“What makes this year a 
little different is that the unit 
achieved a perfect score of 
1,000 points,” said Colonel Al-
bert Lahood, senior military 
instructor at Francis Lewis 
High School. “It’s exceptional 
to earn the award in and of it-
self, but to do that with a per-
fect score, that’s exceptional. 
It’s exceptional among the ex-
ceptional.”

Honor unit with distinc-
tion is the highest award, fol-
lowed by honor unit and merit 
unit. Programs are evaluated 
based on factors such as com-
munity service, administra-
tive abilities, classroom in-
struction and students’ ability 
to retain and apply what they 
learn in the program.

BY BILL PARRY
 

A survey released just be-
fore Thanksgiving shows that 
one in six New York City resi-
dents struggles against hunger 
while food pantries are finding 
it difficult to meet demands 
this year.

The study, by the Coalition 
Against Hunger, shows that 
nine out of 10 feeding charities 
face longer lines as a result of 
federal cuts to SNAP, the Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program.

The report, presented at the 
Bread of Life Food Pantry in 
Long Island City last Wednes-
day,  found that the city’s food 
pantries and soup kitchens 
experienced an increased de-
mand of 7 percent in 2014 and  
10 percent in 2013. In fact, the 
percentage has risen by double 
digits every year since 2009.

“The startling new data 
proves that the Wall Street 
profit bonanza has yet to aid 
the most vulnerable New York-
ers,” Coalition Executive Direc-
tor Joel Berg said. “In past re-
coveries, a rising economic tide 
lifted all boats, but now it’s only 

lifting the yachts. It is particu-
larly perverse that Washington 
has slashed federal food  air. 
Our data proves that even when 
Albany and City Hall are tak-
ing progressive actions to fight 
hunger, as they have been, if 

BY JUAN SOTO AND MADINA 
TOURE

Bargain-hunters came out 
for the busiest shopping week-
end of the year throughout the 
borough.

According to the National 
Retail Federation, about 90 mil-
lion people shopped in stores or 
online this Black Friday.

Forest Hills resident An-
drew Concilio was one of them. 
It was his lucky day.

Concilio, 45, bought two 
pants and two shirts at Banana 
Republic on Austin Street in 
Forest Hills for his new job the 
Wednesday before Thanksgiv-
ing. But he was told that he 
could return and rebuy the 
clothes at a better price on 
Black Friday.

He did that, and got two 
sweaters, too. He ended up 
spending $130 for clothes worth 
more than $350.

“The same day that I was 
purchasing the items, they told 
me that if I return them and 
re-buy them, I get a better dis-
count,” Concilio said.

The National Retail Federa-
tion said shopper activity from 

Thanksgiving Day through 
Sunday dropped about 5.2 per-
cent this year from 141 million 
customers in 2013 to this year’s 
133 million.

Stores and shopping centers 

across the borough were busy, 
but not as much as last year. 

 Shoppers did not have to 
wait for Black Friday.

With stores opening Thanks-
giving Day, the magic of the 

Black Friday skillful buyer is a 
thing of the past.

But borough residents still 
enjoyed spending money from 
Thursday until Sunday eve-
ning.

Queens Center, the largest 
mall in the city, opened its doors 
at 5 p.m. on Thanksgiving, but 
the crowds were surprisingly 
thin on Black Friday morning. 
That began to change around 11 
a.m. as shoppers started filling 
the escalators. By noon the gi-
ant parking garage was filled 
and overflow traffic clogged the 
streets of Elmhurst.

Alissa Mounsey went to the 
Bay Terrace Shopping Center 
Thanksgiving night.

“We came to do holiday 
shopping, and it was worth 
it,” she said, Monsey got “good 
deals” from some of the stores 
at the outdoor mall.

And there was a second 
round on Black Friday.

“Generally sales are not as 
good as last year, but we are 
here to find decent bargains,” 
said Mounsey, who was out 
shopping with Christine Han-
nigan, Sandy and 2-year-old 
C.J.

“The shopping won’t stop,” 
said Christine. “We began last 
night (Thanksgiving) and we 
will shop until Christmas.”

Best friends Ellen Kaznesi-

Coalition Against Hunger Executive Director Joel Berg presents a study on 
hunger at the Bread of Life Food Pantry in Long Island City. 

Photo courtesy NYCCAH

The parking lot at the Bay Terrace Shopping Center was packed Friday afternoon.  Photo by Juan Soto

Black Friday sales weaken in boro
Shoppers turn out for discounts at retail hubs but crowds smaller than in other years

Gov’t cuts swamp charities,
forcing kids to go hungry

Francis Lewis ROTC 
tops Defense Dept. list

Continued on Page 56

Continued on Page 52 Continued on Page 52
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FLIP

BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO

Iconic New York Daily News execu-
tive John Campi — a marketing genius 
who enriched “New York’s hometown 
newspaper” with clever, blue-chip cam-
paigns — died of a heart attack at a New 
Jersey hospital Nov. 28. The former vice 
president and director of promotions 
was 75.

Campi retired two years ago after 
an illustrious, 50-year career that de-
livered heart-warming events to New 
Yorkers, including the Brighton Beach 
Jubilee, the New York Daily News Stick-
ball Tournament at MetroTech, and the 
1986 Daily News Great Blimp Race, fea-
turing four hot air balloons in a 12-mile 
aerial jaunt along the Hudson River to 
celebrate the Statue of Liberty’s 100th 
anniversary — all of them with Campi 
cheering from the sidelines.

“Anytime we sponsored something, 
John wasn’t only behind it, but he went 
to it,” said John Polizano, the current 
senior vice president of advertising.

Campi was a visionary who built 
alliances with the city’s Dominican, 
Mexican, Colombian, West Indian, Ec-
uadoran, and other communities, and 
was hailed as advocate of the year by 
the New York City Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce. He also traveled to Trini-
dad in the mid-1980s to check out the 
Pan American Steel Drum Band and 
bring it to the Big Apple to perform at 
Daily News events, and later at Carn-
egie Hall, while boosting Caribbean 
Americans in Brooklyn.

“John was supportive of all things 
Caribbean that were newsworthy, 
whether it was a parade, giving out col-
lege scholarships or working with com-
munity organizations,” said Jean Alex-
ander, marketing director of the West 
Indian Day Parade in Flatbush that 
Campi often attended. “He was a deci-
sion-making person who had a decision 
for you by the end of your meeting, and 
you could take his word to the bank.”

Other former co-workers remem-
bered how he loved a challenge. When 
prominent city hospitals balked at 
endorsing the News’ prostate cancer 
screening program one year, Campi 
brought survivors ex-Mayor Rudy Giu-
liani and baseball great Joe Torre on 
board to help promote the life-saving 
initiative.

“John would say, ‘We’re the Daily 
News, we can make anything happen,’” 
said promotions and community af-
fairs manager Brian Adams. “He com-
manded respect, not demanded it.”

Campi was among the inaugural 
honorees inducted into the Golden 
Gloves Hall of Fame in the spring for 
rescuing the popular competition from 
financial ruin in the mid-1980s and 
expanding it to include female contes-
tants.

“His guiding hand made it the world-
famous boxing tournament it is today,” 
said Daily News President and Editor-
in-chief Colin Myler.

Advertisers were similarly im-
pressed by the dentist’s son who 
launched his career in the newspaper’s 
sales unit when John F. Kennedy was 
still president, rising steadily through 
the ranks to become the man to seal the 
deal on dozens of festivals, carnivals, 
parades and other spectacles that cel-
ebrated the Big Apple’s multicultural-
ism and attracted critical revenue dol-
lars.

John Campi is survived by his wife, 
Rosemarie; children John, Joseph, and 
Lisa; and grandchildren Erin, Joseph, 
Andrew, Jack, and Harrison. He was 
cremated and a funeral Mass was held 
at St. Therese Church in Cresskill, N.J. 

“John was the Daily News,” Gary 
Richard of the P.C. Richard & Son retail 
chain told the newspaper. “In John’s 
life, there were no obstacles or hurdles, 
he just got it done.”

His lack of airs and graces captivat-
ed other grass roots gladiators. Guard-
ian Angels founder Curtis Sliwa, who 
met Campi after winning the paper’s 
“Newspaperboy of the Year” award in 
1969, worked with him for 10 years on 
the annual “Stickball Classic” benefit 
for the Police Athletic League.

“He could deal with the average man 
or woman, and deal with the barons of a 
Fortune 500 company,” Sliwa said.

Campi’s high standards inspired 
underlings.

“John always came to work dressed 
to the nines,” said Yvette Reyes, who 
was his assistant in the mid-1990s. “He 
was an elegant man.”

“He did things right,” added Grisel-
da Garcia, his personal assistant of 11 
years. “Everyday was a learning expe-

Celebrated: The New York City Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce hailed John 
Campi as “Advocate of the Year.” 

New York Daily News / Ken Goldfieldto the college 
of your dreams.

Jump on this offer! Try us for $139.

Ready. Set. 
Go

C2 Education’s tutoring programs and expert instructors help students 
achieve higher SAT and ACT scores and improve their grades. In fact, 
our students’ average SAT score increase is 362 points.* So act now 
and give yourself the best start.

(regular price $420)

You receive:

 *Students with initial scores below 2000. New students only. Participating centers only. Applies to students in fourth grade and above. 

  Expires 1/31/15

252-20 Northern Boulevard, Suite 2D, Little Neck, NY 11362
www.C2educate.com

Continued on Page 56

Daily News PR giant
John Campi, 75, dies 



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 5–11, 2014 7  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

SERVING NEW YORK FOR 32 YEARS

Yvette LingerieYvette Lingerie

COME SEE WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT!

FULL SELECTION OF: 
Bras  Bustiers  Corsets  Bathing Suits  Undergarments  Bridal Wear  Clothing  Plus Sizes

ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL YOUR POST SURGERY NEEDS
Forms  Bras  Lymphedema Sleeves  Wigs  Turbans

CERTIFIED FITTERS
MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

ALTERATIONS DONE ON PREMISES ON ALL OUR CLOTHING
We also carry Wacoal, Marie Jo, Primadonna, Chantelle and Edith Lance

THE 
AREA’S ONLY 

FULL 
SERVICE 

CORSETIER 
SHOP 

& SO MUCH 
MORE!

Look and feel your best for 
weddings and special occasions
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POLICE 

Blotter
JAMAICA — Seven baggage han-

dlers who worked at JFK have been 
charged with stealing electronics 
goods and jewelry from checked lug-
gage between 2012 and 2014, said Rich-
ard Brown, Queens district attorney, 
and Port Authority Chief Security Of-
ficer Joseph Dunne.

“The defendants, who were hired 
to handle the baggage of those travel-
ing in and out of Kennedy Airport, are 
alleged to have stolen computers, cell 
phones and other items from checked 
luggage with many of them selling the 
pilfered items to a pawn shop or to a 
‘fence,’ who was actually an undercov-
er police officer,” Brown said. 

According to the criminal com-
plaint, the defendants allegedly stole 
iPads, iPhones and MacBook comput-
ers, as well as Samsung Galaxy phones 
and tablets, and other computers like 
Dell and Toshiba. 

“The Port Authority will continue to aggressively investigate complaints of 
baggage theft and arrest those, whether Port Authority employees or outside 
contractors, who violate the trust given them in handling property of the travel-
ing public,” said Dunne. 

Five of the defendants face up to four years in prison if convicted, and two 
other face up to seven years in jail.     

LONG ISLAND CITY 
— Police from the 108th 
Precinct were looking for 
a suspect in an attempted 
robbery. On Monday,  at 
about 4 a.m., a man entered 
the Citibank ATM vesti-
bule at 1 Court Square and 
approached a 32-year-old 
man as he was withdrawing 
cash. The NYPD said the 
suspect demanded money 
from the victim while hold-
ing a pink stocking with a 
brick inside.

When the victim refused 
to hand over the cash, po-
lice said the suspect swung 
the stocking at the victim, striking him in the head with the brick. The suspect 
fled the scene without the money and the victim refused medical attention.

The suspect is a white Hispanic male, about 5 feet 8 inches and about 230 
pounds. He was wearing a black hat and a black jacket.

QUEENS DA RICHARD BROWN

NYPD seek suspect in attempted LIC robbery

JFK baggage handlers charged with theft:DAC.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

www.baysidevillage.net 
718-423-2434 

info@baysidevillagebid.com 
@baysidebid 

bayside village bid 

2014 Holiday Events 

Sat, Nov 29  - Small Business Saturday 
                              All Day 
Sun, Dec 7     - Winter Festival In Partnership with 
    Council Member Paul Vallone 
                              5 PM - Children’s Holiday Parade 
                              Bell Blvd from 36th to 41st Ave 
      5:30 PM - Holiday Lighting Ceremony 
                              Bayside LIRR Station 41st Ave 

Police released this video image of a man who allegedly 
tried to rob someone inside a Court Square ATM vesti-
bule.  Photo courtesy NYPD

Got tips?

Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 
274637 (CRIMES) and enter TIP577 or log on to nypd-

crimestoppers.com.
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BY BILL PARRY

When she accepted the TA-
GIE award for Young Inventor 
of the Year in Chicago’s histor-
ic Navy Pier Grand Ballroom 
last week, Astoria’s Lyla Black 
stunned the crowd of 400 toy 
and game industry insiders 
from 23 countries.

She’s only 8 years old.
“She made an absolutely 

stunning speech, very articu-
late for such a young person” 
Chicago Toy & Game Group 
Founder Mary Couzin said. 
“That’s a very special kid. 
She’s got a very bright future 
ahead of her.”

Speaking to such a large 
crowd  could have over-
whelmed Lyla, but she fought 
through the jitters.

“I was excited to win, but 
nervous to give my speech in 
front of so many people,” she 
said. “I am happy I won the 
award because it means more 
people will know about Lyla 
Tov Monsters and buy them 
so more children will have a 
good night’s sleep.”

The TAGIE Awards are the 
most prestigious toy and game 
awards program in the coun-
try and she won for invent-
ing Lyla Tov Monsters, the 
“guardians of a good night’s 
sleep.” Lyla designed her first 
plush toy as a holiday gift for 
her father Eric when she was 
just 3 years old.

She drew the picture and 
asked her mother to get some 
fabric and help to “make it 
real.”

Erin Black, a two-time 
Emmy Award-winning cos-
tume designer for her work on 
“Sesame Street,” made it real. 
She also turned it into a fam-
ily project.

“We made a dozen of them 
for a local craft fare in Sun-

nyside Gardens and they were 
pretty popular,” she said.

Father Eric, who worked 
extensively in children’s tele-
vision productions, both for 
the Jim Henson Company 
and most recently Scholastic 
Media, got involved with fund-
raising.

“Last year we did a Kick-
starter campaign and it was 
a great success,” he said. “We 
managed to get 130 percent of 
our goal. We were able to man-
ufacture our first two Limited 
Edition Monsters, Charlotte 
and Forest. Since we met our 
stretch goal, we also made an 
illustrated book, Billy & Dak.”

The campaign allowed the 
Blacks to begin mass market-
ing and the family business, 
which includes siblings Quinn 
and Tessa, expanded beyond 
just their online store. Hun-
dreds of Lyla Tov Monsters 
are now available at the gift 
shop at the Jewish Museum, at 
92nd Street and Fifth Avenue 
in Manhattan.

They are also available at 
shops such as  Raising Asto-
ria, at 26-11 23rd Ave., and at 
both Tiny You children’s bou-
tiques: one in Sunnyside Gar-
dens at 46-21 Skillman Ave,. 
and the other at 10-50 Jackson 
Ave., in Long Island City.

“I first met Lyla four years 
ago and she won a design con-
test at my shop in Sunnyside 
Gardens,” Tiny You Owner 
Jill Callan said. “Then they 
did a book reading at my Long 
Island City store and now I 
carry the Monsters in both of 
my shops.”

Lyla Tov means “Good 
night” in Hebrew and the dolls 
are designed to be protectors 
of a good night’s sleep. A sin-
gle snuggle from the plush toy 
will ward off the most fright-

BY SARINA TRANGLE

State Sen. Malcolm Smith 
(D-Hollis) allegedly compared 
his campaign coffers to an 
IPO and former Queens GOP 
leader Vincent Tabone alleg-
edly bartered with the party’s 
endorsement as precursors to 
the crimes they are charged 
with at their impending federal 
corruption trial, prosecutors 
contend.

Prosecutors submitted a fil-
ing last week seeking to intro-
duce as evidence untoward con-
versations not directly related 
to the court case against Smith 
and Tabone. But U.S. Attorney 
Preet Bharara’s office argued 
the discussions illustrated the 
two’s motivations and would 
help rebuff potential entrap-
ment defenses.

Smith is accused of attempt-
ing to buy his way onto the GOP 
ticket in the 2013 mayoral elec-
tions. Tabone, once the Queens 
GOP vice chairman, is charged 
with accepting a suspected 
bribe in exchange for helping 
the senator seek the GOP line.  
The trial begins Jan. 5.

Lawyers for both have main-
tained their clients’ innocence.

In their latest filing, pros-
ecutors zeroed in on an Au-
gust 2008 fund-raising event in 
Kingston, where prosecutors 
claim Smith told lobbyists they 
should donate to his campaign 
because he was bound for a 
leadership position.  Later that 
same year Smith was chosen 
majority leader of the state Sen-
ate, a post he held only briefly.

“Smith told the attendees 
that they should treat the fund-
raiser as an (initial public of-
fering) by donating early while 
prices were low and while 
there was still an opportunity 
to participate,” the filing read. 
“Smith’s comments implied 
that those who failed to make 
contributions to his campaign 
at the time would find them-
selves having to pay more later 
or being unable to accomplish 
anything with the Senate un-
der Smith’s leadership.”

Prosecutors also alleged 
Smith solicited larger dona-
tions than he was allowed to ac-
cept during the 2012 campaign 
from a man he believed was a 
developer, but who was coop-
erating with the government. 
The senator allegedly agreed to 
let this man appoint a key staff 
member to his team and steer 
state money to an upstate proj-

ect in exchange for these dona-
tions. Prosecutors maintain 
Smith sought the contributions 
so he could dole money out to 
fellow candidates’ campaigns 
and buy their support in the 
Senate’s next leadership vote.

Gerald Shargel, Smith’s at-
torney, did not immediately 
respond to a request for com-
ment. 

Prosecutors also honed in 
on a March 2010 meeting be-
tween then-gubernational can-
didate Rick Lazio, Queens GOP 
Chairman Philip Ragusa and 
Vice Chairman Tabone, who 
was running for the state As-
sembly at the time.

Tabone allegedly pulled 
aside Lazio’s campaign man-
ager and asked the GOP candi-
date to provide financial sup-
port to his campaign and the 
Queens GOP in exchange for its 
endorsement, prosecutors said.

Tabone’s attorney, Leo 
Ahern, did not immediately 
respond to a request for com-
ment.

Before a mistrial pushed 
Smith’s and Tabone’s case over 
to 2015, White Plains Federal 
Court Judge Kenneth Karas 
permitted prosecutors to in-
troduce similar conversations 
with jurors, albeit with instruc-
tions to only consider them as 
context to the criminal charg-
es. A jury previously found 
Bayside’s former GOP Council-
man Daniel Halloran guilty of 
brokering Smith’s deals and ac-
cepting kickbacks.  Halloran is 
scheduled to be sentenced this 
Friday.

Halloran’s case was severed 
from Smith’s and Tabone’s this 
summer.

Their attorneys successfully 
sought mistrials because pros-
ecutors did not release hours of 
conversation in Yiddish from a 
wiretap on a cooperating wit-
ness’s phone ahead of the trial.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle by e-mail at strangle@
cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

Lyla Black shows poise in accepting the TAGIE Award for Young 
Inventor of the Year. Photo courtesy Skirt

State Sen. Malcolm Smith

Smith, Tabone face 
new evidence: Feds

Astoria girl named
top youth inventor

Continued on Page 56
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BY MADINA TOURE
 

The Queens-based Shan-
non Gaels Gaelic Football 
Club’s plans to upgrade its 
field in College Point is mov-
ing swiftly, the College Point 
Civic and Taxpayers Associa-
tion announced at its monthly 
meeting late last month.

“They’re very well-orga-
nized. They’re all over Queens 
right now, so they looked for a 
park where they could build 
their fields and make it a 
home,” said Diane Kovach, co-
chair of the Land Use and Zon-
ing Committee for the associa-
tion. “They’ve been playing on 
there for several years now 
and except for — occasionally 
there’s some traffic issues — 
they really haven’t been a dis-
turbance in the area.” 

Community Board 7 ap-
proved the plans as they were 
presented to the board but did 
not approve the overall plan 
as they do not have all the city 
Parks Department permits 
and the plans could change, 
she said. The first phase of 
construction, already fund-

ed and ready to go, will be a 
smaller training field with an 
artificial surface with fencing 
around it and planted trees. 
The second phase is a full-size 
Gallic soccer field with stadi-
um-sized LED lights. The third 
phase will be a parking lot for 
about 40 cars which people can 
enter off 14th Road, which will 
be locked at night and have a 
porous surface to deter skate-
boarders. 

Established in 2002, the 
Shannon Gaels received a 
patch of grass on which to 
train in Frank Golden Park in 
2009. In April, the club signed 
a 15-year lease with the Parks 
Department for 7 acres of the 
park. They then started a 
fund-raising campaign to turn 
those acres into a new faciltiy 
in July. 

Also discussed at the 
monthly meeting at the Pop-
penhusen Institute Nov. 20, 
were capital budget funding, 
better bus service, senior 
housing and the College Point 
Corporate Park.

Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz made an appear-

ance, encouraging residents to 
submit applications for capital 
funding when her office starts 
accepting them in March. She 
suggested that people submit 
applications based on issues 
relevant to them, such as edu-
cation. 

  “Your child or grand-
child’s school that needs a new 
auditorium, needs a new play-
ground, needs computers,” 

Katz said, citing possible sug-
gestions. “Computers haven’t 
been updated in five years, 
seven years. That’s a long time 
for computers.”

She added that her office is 
working on airplane noise, the 
reconstruction of 20th Avenue 
from 127th Street to the Whit-
estone Expressway and flood-
ing on 15th avenue between 
119th and 120th Streets.

Vito Tautonico, director of 
constituent services for City 
Councilman Paul Vallone’s 
(D-Bayside) office, said the 
city Economic Development 
Corporation, elected officials 
and members of the civic asso-
ciation and Community Board 
7 have discussed plans that 
would allow businesses that 
are required to pay into an im-
provement fund to determine 
how the money is used.

“We’re in the process of 
hopefully setting up some 
kind of system where the busi-
ness owners, the people that 
they’ve bled everything into 
their business, will get the op-
portunity to say where to put 
that money,” Tautonico said. 

He also criticized what he 
described as a lack of trans-
parency and cooperation from 
the city Department of Trans-
portation concerning roads 
that need to be reconstructed 
in the neighborhood.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Queens Borough President Melinda Katz speaking at the civic associa-
tion meeting late last month. Photo by Madina Toure

Shannon Gaels proceed with College Pt. fi eld

Sunday, December 7, 1:00 – 3:00pm
122 Grosvenor St., Douglas Manor, NY
Historical stucco Colonial with 6 bedrooms 
in waterfront community. SD #26.  
MLS# 2662530. $2,978,000.
Ann Carlucci, c.516.672.2023
Catherine Matteo, c.516.313.4466

Because Sharing is Caring.
Daniel Gale Cares.

Sunday, December 7, 2:00 – 3:30pm
245 Arleigh Dr., Douglas Manor, NY
Traditional 5-bedroom Center Hall Colonial 
with many architectural details. SD #26. 
MLS# 2709016. $2,595,000.
Ann Carlucci, c.516.672.2023
Catherine Matteo, c.516.313.4466

Sunday, December 7, 2:00 – 3:30pm
318 Kenmore Rd., Douglas Manor, NY
English Tudor perfectly restored and 
expanded with 6 bedrooms 4.5 baths.  
SD #26. MLS# 2686629. $2,998,000.
Deirdre O’Connell, c.516.532.9736
Patricia Gahan Moroney, c.516.313.8966
Ann Carlucci, c.516.672.2023

Sunday, December 7, 1:00 – 3:00pm
126 Warwick Ave., Douglas Manor, NY
Sun porch welcomes you to this gracious 
6-bedroom Colonial. SD #26.  
MLS# 2722613. $1,698,000.
Ann Carlucci, c.516.672.2023
Catherine Matteo, c.516.313.4466

Open House Weekend - Join Us For Cookies and Cider
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NYC WORKS BETTER PAID SICK LEAVEwith

“My employees are healthier, 
and so is my business.”

Contact 311 or visit nyc.gov/PaidSickLeave for information.

Employers can get the required Notice of Employee Rights and an information 

sheet in multiple languages, Frequently Asked Questions, Sick Leave Timekeeping 

Tools, Event Calendar, and training presentations.

@NYCDCA
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

The businesses owners within 
a small shopping strip in Whites-
tone got together and financed a 
holiday lights display, bringing 
back a longstanding tradition 
in the community that had gone 
missing for three years. While 
many residents had resigned 
themselves to the “it’s a sign of 
the times” sense of loss, a new 
group formed within the com-
munity calling itself, “We Love 
Whitestone” and taking up a 

mantra of “Get Up, Get Out, and 
Get Involved.”

The group has challenged 
current residents and local busi-
ness owners to take an active role 
within their community.

The business owners respond-
ed to that call, and led by the own-
ers of Palazzo building supplies, 
Tees and Tiaras children’s bou-
tique, and Harpells Pharmacy, 
brought back the much loved and 
always anticipated holiday lights 

along the commercial strip affec-
tionately known as “Whitestone 
Village.”

In honor of small business 
Saturday, and as a reminder to 
all communities, that together 
things can get done, we urge you 
to shop locally this holiday sea-
son.

Alfredo Centola
Founding member

We Love Whitestone
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The usually unified City Council is divided 
over a proposal to charge shoppers a dime for 
each plastic bag or paper sack they use rather 
bringing their own carry-all for groceries and 
other retail purchases.

The movement to target plastic bags, which 
cost the city $12 million a year to discard in 
landfills, is a noble one designed to help heal the 
abused environment. But asking consumers to 
cough up a dime for plastic or paper is the equiva-
lent of levying another tax on New Yorkers. And 
the ones hardest hit by the fee would be those least 
able to afford it – the low-income and the elderly, 
although food stamp users would be exempt.

Several large U.S. cities — Los Angeles, Seattle 
and Washington – have sent the plastic bag pack-
ing. But unlike New York, many of the residents 
in these cities rely heavily on cars to shop. Plastic 
bags with handles make it easier for New Yorkers 
to cart their groceries and other purchases along 
city streets as they walk from the store to their 
homes.

The bags then can be recycled for many other 
uses, such as tying up garbage, preventing food 
from leaking, disposing of kitty litter and storing 
clothing.

Banning just plastic bags could spark a rush 
to paper bags, which fall short on these practical 
applications and can attract roaches.

The alternative to these less than perfect 
choices of plastic vs. paper is for shoppers to pro-
vide their own bags. This is a simple solution in 
theory but not so easy when it comes to remem-
bering to schlep that string bag to the market.

New York City with fewer plastic bags would 
probably be a better place.  Our trees are choked 
with bags tossed up into the branches by wind 
and our landfills are littered with plastic that can 
last from 10 to 20 years.  But what happens to all 
the household garbage abandoned by the bags?

Outlawing the free plastic bag in most stores 
would force us to alter our lifestyles, but it should 
not come at the expense of the people who can 
least afford to be on the frontier of change, par-
ticularly when retailers would keep the 10-cent 
fees.

The Council should weigh very carefully the 
impact of a plastic bag tax on all city residents 
and give serious thought to other approaches to 
wean New Yorkers off our addiction to the little 
white sack.

 No wonder our lawmakers in Queens are at 
odds.

PAPER OR PLASTIC?

Whitestone touts shop local
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READERS WRITE

Well, the election is over 
and it went the way we ex-
pected. Voter turnout was 
terrible. Only 36.3 percent of 
eligible voters cast votes. The 
worst turnout in 72 years with 
only the 1942 election lower at 
33.9 percent. The result was 
a combination of systematic 
politically executed schemes 
instituting voter suppression 
by the Republicans combined 
with naive, lackadaisical, 
plain laziness by the Demo-
crats. More people went and 

shopped on Black Friday than 
went to the polls — shameful.

I decided to actually look 
at what has transpired since 
President Barack Obama’s in-
auguration in January 2009, 
when the Executive Branch 
changed hands. Unemploy-
ment in 2009 stood at 7.8 per-
cent, and now it is 5.8 percent; 
GDP Growth in 2009 went 
from 5.4 percent to 3.5 percent 
in 2014; deficit GDP in 2009 
stood at 9.8 percent compared 
to 2.8 percent currently; the 

Dow Jones Index went from 
7.949 in 2009 to 17.573 in 2014; 
and consumer confidence in-
creased from 37.7 in 2009 to 
94.5 in 2014.

Millions of Americans who 
could not afford health care 
are now for the first time re-
ceiving coverage due to Presi-
dent Obama’s Affordable Care 
Act, which is only just ap-
proaching those of all the ad-
vanced industrial countries, 
and the numbers grow daily.

Some of the lows include 

Congressional approval at 11 
percent (compared to 9 percent 
just prior to the mid-term elec-
tion), while the president’s ap-
proval is at 47 percent — lower 
than Harry S. Truman, Jim-
my Carter, and Gerald Ford.

In six years under Presi-
dent Obama, notwithstanding 
having to deal with the worst 
Congress in our nation’s his-
tory proudly admitting its 
primary goal is to destroy 
Obama’s presidency and limit 
it to one term (which failed), 

we’ve made incredible prog-
ress as a country. In the face 
of the incredible obstruction, 
the president has continued 
to fight for “We the People” 
and lead us forward while his 
opponents fought for the 5/4 
Supreme Court “Distortion of 
People.”

That’s what a successful 
presidency looks like.

Nicholas Zizelis
Bayside

The grand jury in Fergu-
son, Mo., handed down its 
decision and police officer 
Darren Wilson will not be 
indicted for the shooting of 
Michael Brown which caused 
much rioting and burning of 
Ferguson.

All I can say is that some in 
Ferguson felt violence made it 
right because they opposed 
the decision. That is not the 
way to go and is not the Amer-

ican way.
There are other ways 

through an open discussion 
concerning race relations and 
through the courts. Burning 
one’s own town to the ground 
and looting does not get it 
done.

As Bruce Springsteen in 
his song “Jungle Land” states, 
“Outside the street’s on fire 
in a real death waltz, between 
what’s flesh and what’s fan-

tasy.”
It doesn’t have to be like 

that, so why can’t we get 
along? It’s time for the town of 
Ferguson to rebuild with un-
derstanding, discussion, hope, 
prayer, and forgiveness.

Remember this, too: Evil 
thrives when good people do 
nothing.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

I was completely disgust-
ed by the actions of President 
Barack Obama two weeks 
ago.

All Americans need is 
the granting of amnesty to 
five million undocumented 
immigrants. I am certain 
that these immigrants will 
certainly not be voting for 
conservative candidates in 
America anytime soon.

I like a lot of what former 
Congressman Joe Walsh (on 
970AM The Answer) has been 
saying.

Secure the borders. No 
amnesty.

It is high time Obama 
obeys the Constitution and 
the laws of this land.

Michael Mullaney
Oakland Gardens

Please, Mr. President, 
secure all of our borders

Ferguson needs forgiveness, not burning

Obama fl ourishing in face of voter apathy

The number of illegal im-
migrants in this country is 
staggering. About five million 
people are here illegally.

There must be a legal pro-
cess to follow for these people. 
They cannot just simply come 
here to live illegally.

To be eligible for the same 
rights as American citizens, 

they need to first become citi-
zens. It is time for the Congress 
to deal with this situation im-
mediately, and in order to do 
that, the president needs to be 
able to sit down and work to-
gether with Congress.

People cannot just come to 
live here from other countries 
and not be bound by our laws. 

All of the immigrants who 
came to America years ago had 
to learn to speak English in 
order to become citizens of the 
United States. The same should 
be for those people who are here 
illegally.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Immigrants must learn our language

Quotes of the Week
The startling new data proves that the Wall 

Street profi t bonanza has yet to aid the 
most vulnerable New Yorkers.
Coalition Executive Director Joel Berg

It’s a terrible precedent and a rash 
decision and none of us is thrilled in the 

preservationist community. To wipe clean 
all those years of work and start over is 
dismissive and uncomfortable to say the 

least.
John Jay professor Jeffrey Kroessler

Bayside is the market for a new breed of 
television.

Greg Sullivan on Bayside Live TV launch
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Last year the USPS wanted 
to close the bulk mail process-
ing center in Whitestone to 
save money. They planned to 
take all the mail to a process-
ing center in Brooklyn, then 
bring it back to Queens, but 
everyone complained, so they 
shelved the plan. In typical 
autocratic manner the plan is 
back.

Postal workers demonstrat-
ed outside the Queens Process-
ing and Distribution Center 
in Whitestone with local leg-
islators supporting them. The 
plan seems to call for sudden 
cuts on Dec. 5. Queens’ mail 
would take two days to be de-

livered instead of one day due 
to the loss of workers and the 
inconvenience of going from 
Queens to Brooklyn, then back 
to Queens. Is it worth the wear 
and tear on trucks, the gaso-
line use and pollution and the 
inconvenience and unhappi-
ness for workers transferred 
far from their homes? Will this 
really be a saving?

Actually, the Postal Service 
makes money because of the 
rise of e-commerce and the 
need of package delivery al-
though first class mail has de-
creased due to the use of e-mail 
messages. The USPS is no lon-
ger taxpayer funded yet in 2006 
Congress passed a law calling 
on USPS to pre-fund retiree 
health benefits 75 years in ad-
vance. This is causing a deficit. 
It seems that major companies 
only have to pre-fund for 10 
years. Why is the USPS being 
penalized? A number of mem-
bers of Congress now want to 

study the issue and pass legis-
lation to solve the problem, but 
this plan to close facilities has 
still been proposed.

If this bulk processing fa-
cility in Whitestone is closed, 
this would cause a problem for 
the civic associations, tenant 
associations, co-ops, and small 
non-profit organizations of 
Queens. Many of these organi-
zations bring their newsletters 
and fliers to Whitestone to be 
mailed at bulk rate.  Going to 
Brooklyn would be an added 
burden.

Interestingly, when I 
brought my own civics’ 1,300 
newsletters to Whitestone to 
be mailed last week, one of the 
workers told me that they may 
not close this bulk facility but 
make small bulk mailers go 
to Brooklyn or lose their bulk 
mail rights. The extra cost of 
traveling to Brooklyn to mail 
bulk mail would be as bad as 
mailing the newsletters in 

Queens at the first class postal 
rate. Civic associations are vol-
unteer organizations and don’t 
have the money for all this 
run-a-round. Some of the vol-
unteers do have regular jobs.

GOOD NEWS OF THE 
WEEK: The Department of 
Education has decided to close 
Achievement, Reporting and 
Innovation System, which is 
supposed to track and distrib-
ute student scores and other 
data. It was started in 2007 by 
former Chancellor Joel Klein 
whose company Amplify ob-
tained a contract in 2012 to 
maintain the system. It seems 
that parents and staff are just 
not using ARIS.

The DOE spent $95 million 
on the system. These systems 
are an example of “big broth-
er” watching over everything, 
but they never got it to perform 
properly. Klein and his friends 
are the same people who deni-
grate the public schools and 

the teachers and want “ac-
countability” yet they can’t 
seem to get the things they do 
to function properly. If there 
was just oversight for the char-
ter schools, then we could see 
how good they really are!

BAD NEWS OF THE WEEK: 
The MTA wants to again raise 
transit fares. Why? Ridership 
is up. If the MTA could only 
stop those fare beaters, then 
they would have enough mon-
ey to improve the system with-
out raising fares.

On a Friday afternoon at 1 
p.m. on the E train to Queens 
I encountered several panhan-
dlers who have us as a captive 
audience between express 
stops. One young man asked 
for money for charity, then 
proceeded to use every foul 
word you could think of. When 
people asked him to be quiet he 
challenged them to fight. They 
want us to pay more money for 
this?

COLUMNS

Specialized HS admissions should be changed

Keep our mail and jobs in Queens
Bob

Harris
n

The Civic 
Scene

Though there is only one 
specialized high school in the 
borough, Queens’ students at-
tend Brooklyn Tech, Bronx 
Science, Stuyvesant and other 
specialized high schools in 
massive numbers.

These eight schools offer en-
trance through a controversial 
state-mandated competitive 
examination. Nearly 30,000 pu-
pils take the Specialized High 
School Admission Test every 
fall. These dedicated pupils 
commute to class each morning 
and the schools have produced 
many of Queens’ political, busi-
ness and social luminaries.

Yet, in the decades since the 
Hecht-Calandra Act mandated 
Brooklyn Tech, Bronx Science 
and Stuyvesant to offer admis-
sion by examination, a trou-
bling trend has emerged. Af-
rican-American and Hispanic 
students, representing nearly 
half of the city’s pupils, failed to 

secure more than 10 percent of 
seats across these schools.

Adding five specialized 
high schools in the previous 
decade did not slow this trend. 
In the 2012-13 school year, only 
19 of Stuyvesant’s 967 incoming 
freshmen were African-Ameri-
can.

The roots of this disparity 
differ, though most opponents 
allege that the prevalence of 
paid test prep has enabled 
Asian-American and white 
students to gain a competitive 
edge on their peers. Others 
note a lack of awareness for Af-
rican-American and Hispanic 
households about the test and 
educational options that their 
children have when choosing 
high schools.

This disparity, as well as 
dwindling rates of African-
American and Hispanic stu-
dents at the schools, caused a 
coalition led by the NAACP to 
file a lawsuit, challenging the 
examination as the sole basis 
for admission.

In addition, proponents of 
this lawsuit note that state law 
does not mandate that the five 
newest high schools, including 

Queens High School for the Sci-
ences at York College, offer ad-
mission through the SHSAT.

These advocates believe 
that a more holistic admissions 
process, including interviews, 
volunteer experience and rec-
ommendations would be able to 
better identify gifted students 
that have issues with standard-
ized testing.

Historical evidence shows, 
however, that when the Univer-
sity of California, Berkley made 
such a change from their exam-
ination model in the 1920s, Jew-
ish student enrollment dropped 
dramatically.

Conversely, many alumni 
worry about the implications 
that such a change would have 
for Asian-American students, 
many of whom also hail from 
low-income households but do 
well on the examination. The 
dominance of Jewish students 
on the examination had led 
Berkley to make this prejudi-
cial “correction.”

State law requires that 
the original three of the eight 
schools be required by to of-
fer admission by examination, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio and De-

partment of Education Chan-
cellor Carmen Farina took a 
quiet, but significant step to-
ward reforming the test.

A private company admin-
isters the SHSAT through a 
contract with the DOE. In a 
Request for Proposal issued to 
choose a new test provider, the 
RFP indicated that any pro-
posal submitted must include 
an essay section. The proposal, 
due Dec. 4, would award a con-
tract to provide the test for at 
least six years, with the first 
test starting in fall 2016. Poten-
tially, the entity awarded this 
contract would shape the test 
for the near future.

A written section could in-
troduce subjectivity to the pro-
cess, but that has already been 
a point of contention for reading 
comprehension multiple-choice 
questions.  Proponents of such 
a change argue that students 
that excel in writing and com-
munication skills would also 
have a foundation to succeed at 
these schools.

Indeed, written communi-
cation is an important career 
skill and either creative or ana-
lytical writing can enable the 

student to demonstrate English 
language proficiency, which is 
predicative of success at a Spe-
cialized Science High School.

Barring action on the state 
level, scrapping the SHSAT 
entirely is unlikely. Here in 
Queens, some test prep provid-
ers have taken steps to make 
their services more widely 
available.

Khan’s Tutorial, a large, 
locally owned test prep center 
with 10 locations, including 
Jackson Heights, Astoria and 
Richmond Hill, has announced 
the Dr. Mansur Khan SHSAT 
Opportunity Scholarship, 
which will award two students 
from underserved communi-
ties at each of the provider’s ten 
locations.

About 185 students from 
Khan’s Tutorial managed to 
gain admission to specialized 
schools, but only 13 were Af-
rican-American, Hispanic or 
West Indian, the communities 
that will be served by the schol-
arship.

To learn more about the 
scholarship, visit khanstuto-
rial.com.

New Voices
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It’s still a very small world after all

Some thoughts for a New 
Year:

In 1964, the Disney exhibit 
at the World’s Fair in Queens 
taught our brave new world 
that “It’s A Small World.”

That was a hopeful song. 
Our divisive world was com-
ing to an end because we knew 
better than to think that any-
one was better than anyone 
else. We knew technology 
would bring us together. We 
even learned, later on, that 
there are only six degrees of 
separation between you and 
me, for example.

Yes, it is a small world. We 
learn about things thousands 
of miles away in a few seconds. 
We bear the scars of wars, fam-
ine and disease very quickly.

Queens, in all its diversity, 
is very much a part of our di-
visive world. I don’t know how 
many residents have ties to 
the nations that suffer from 
Ebola and other terrible ail-
ments and disasters, but I am 
sure there are quite a few.

While we may have heard 
of Ebola early on, it did not 
make an impact in this coun-
try until it reached here. 
Would it be too cynical to 
think that it did not register 
until the color of the skins of 
infected health workers on the 
scene was different from those 
they were aiding? Let us hope 
not, but the thought lingers, 
doesn’t it?

Africa: So near, so far, 

so exotic, so toxic, so much 
beauty, so much a part of what 
we would like to think of as a 
small, happy world. So much 
poverty, so much starvation, 
so much corruption, so much 
killing for ethnic or religious 
reasons or no reasons at all.

And, JFK is a gateway to 
this world, so we in Queens 
are part of it all, but we do 
not react until the wolf has 
entered the dining room and 
begun to eat the baby in the 
high chair.

And what of ISIS? In our 
brave new world of political 
transparency (please forgive 
the sarcasm) I don’t recall 
hearing anything about such 
a group until this past June. 
Yet, it turns out, our govern-
ment knew of this barbaric, 
disgusting and evil organi-
zation for years, but we, the 
people, did not.

Transparency: Now we are 
engaged in some kind of anti-
ISIS action. Of course, the 
Turks (our ally) don’t want to 
help because the Kurds may 
benefit. The Iraqis (Mission 
Accomplished) have neither 
the forces, nor it seems the 
will to act to protect their own 
lands. Is it too cynical to think 
our other “allies” are there for 
the record and not for the ac-
tion?

Maybe there will be “no 
boots on the ground,” from 
the United States, but men and 
women from Queens continue 
to be on the front lines of any 
action against ISIS, while so 
many of our allies hold back. 
The wolf is at the door. The 
baby is in the high chair in the 
dining room.

In the 1620s, the Dean of St. 
Paul’s Cathedral in London 
wrote a book of Devotions. 

Many know some or all of one 
in particular (I use his spell-
ing): “No man is an Iland, 
intire of itselfe ... Any mans 
death diminishes me, because 
I am involved in Mankinde. 
And therefore never send to 
know for whom the bell tolls. 
It tolls for thee.”

Without planes, without 
the Internet, without all the 
technological gains of the last 
few centuries, John Donne be-
lieved in one world and with 
words like these urged others 
to do so.

As the wild bells ring out 
the old year and ring in the 
new, perhaps we should think 
about for whom and what they 
toll.

Do we really believe in one 
world? And, more important-
ly, how do we act to show that 
we do?

Happy New Year!

Kenneth 
Kowald 

n

Remembering some signifi cant December dates
In 1913, then New York 

Mayor William Gaynor cre-
ated a stir when he sarcasti-
cally called an elevated line, 
proposed for the sparsely 
populated Elmhurst, Jackson 
Heights, and Corona commu-
nities, as the ‘cornfield line.’

In 1923, the Star-Journal 
crowed that he would be sur-
prised at the ‘crop’ of single 
and two family homes as well 
as apartment buildings that 
had all but covered those com-
munities in the intervening 
decade. Single family homes 
of six or seven rooms went for 
$9,000 to $11,000 while larger 
two-family home of brick, 
frame and stucco construction 
were priced between $12,000 
and $20,000.

In 1923, on Roosevelt Av-
enue alone, more than 100 
stores and upper story apart-
ments were built. The larg-
est apartment building, “The 
Queensboro,” accounted for 
200 of that year’s 1,700 apart-
ments.

Several hundred residents 
of Queens presented to the 
Board of Estimate a petition 
signed by 10,000 people urg-
ing the construction of a sub-
way along Queens Boulevard 
between Long Island City 
and Jamaica. The communi-
ties of Woodside, Winfield, 
Elmhurst, Nassau Heights, 
Richmond Hill and Maspeth 
were represented by sixteen 
organizations.

On Dec. 14, the head of 
the Brooklyn Ash Removal 
Company, Charles Murphy, 
responded with stony silence 
when the district attorney’s 
office questioned him on the 
company’s failure to address 
the community’s concerns that 

the “smoky, smelly fly-infest-
ed” Flushing Meadow dump 
was a public nuisance. Among 
other things, ash cinders and 
coal, sawdust, broken crock-
ery, street sweepings, oyster 
and clam shells, sewer catch 
basins, old shoes, mattresses, 
bottles, paper, carpets, straw, 
pruned shrubs, horse manure 
and stable refuse were legally 
dumped there.

The Queens Grand Jury 
investigation to conditions 
of the Corona dumps wanted 
to know why, despite numer-
ous complaints, the Board of 
Health seemed to be powerless 
to take action on this problem. 
Of particular concern was the 
rumored connection between 

Murphy and business partner 
James Gaffney, Kings County 
Clerk and a chief of the Tam-
many Hall political machine.

Christopher Clarke, chair-
man of Flushing United  As-
sociation took the stand and 
testified that after five weeks 
of constant urging, the Board 
of Health brought up a case 
against the company not as 
a public nuisance but as a 
simple case of pollution from 
a railroad and factory. His an-
ger was targeted in particular 
at a health inspector who took 
the stand during the hearing 
and made apologies for the 
company.

On a more positive note, on 
Dec. 15 the public has its first 
chance to see renderings for 
the new Queens Boulevard. 
Clifford Moore, consulting 
engineer for Queens borough, 
likened the highway to the 
great avenues of the world: 
Avenue des Champs-Élyées of 
Paris or the Grand Concourse 
or Eastern Parkway in New 

York. Four rows of shade trees 
(a total of 10,420 saplings), 
along with special lanes for 
trolleys, a center limited ac-
cess road, and two outer ser-
vice roads would make the 
highway a state of the art 
transportation corridor.

Between Van Dam Street 
and 48th Street, a three track 
viaduct would carry the el-
evated train (today the 7 line), 
while underneath would be 
a right of way for two trolley 
lines. Between 48th Street 
and Union Turnpike, the road 
was to be 200 feet wide before 
narrowing to 150 feet between 
Union Turnpike and Hillside 
Avenue.

To avoid interruptions 
from construction, all con-
duits would be placed under 
the side service roads.

For further information, 
call the Greater Astoria His-
torical Society at (718) 278-
0700. Visit our website at 
www.astorialic.org  for your 
holiday shopping.

n
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BY MADINA TOURE

For the past 12 years, Mazeda Ud-
din, a self-proclaimed “hungry com-
munity activist,” has been pressuring 
elected officials to form a senior center 
for the elderly Muslim population.

“Nowadays, our children do not 
want to take care of their parents be-
cause they are not comfortable and 
moreover, they are working day and 
night,” said Uddin, the national wom-
en’s coordinator for the Alliance of 
South Asian American Labor. “They 
cannot support their parents. I’ve been 
working on this issue for almost 12 
years. I gave all the elected officials 
this message: We need a South Asian 
senior center.”

All that pressure and hard work 
paid off. On Monday afternoon, City 
Councilman Rory Lancman (D-Hill-
crest) announced the official opening 
of the Desi Senior Center at the Jamai-
ca Muslim Center. The center is the 
first and only full-time senior facility 
serving the South Asian population.

“It means that every community 
within the family of New York City has 
the right to participate fully in govern-
ment, in political life, in social life, and 
that the needs of every single commu-
nity should try to be met to the extent 
that’s possible,” Lancman said before a 
crowd of South Asian and Muslim resi-
dents and elected officials.

The Desi Senior Center, which 
whose goal is to serve the growing 
South Asian community in Jamaica 
Hills and Briarwood, will be housed 
at the Jamaica Muslim Center on 85-37 
168th St. in Jamaica. 

It will operate three days a week 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., and include a 
halal lunch, arts and crafts, exercise 
classes, speakers and socializing. The 
center is open to people ages 60 and up. 
Members of the Darus Salaam Masjid 
can also sign up for the senior center.

Lancman — whose district has the 
largest Bangladeshi population in New 
York City and has more than 23,000 
residents of South Asian descent — 
provided $100,000 in discretionary 
funds to support the center. 

“It’s open to everybody and so we 
expect people who are affiliated with 
other mosques to come here as well as 
people who are not affiliated with any 
mosque or are not of the Muslim faith,” 
he said. “It’s really designed around 
the South Asian community broadly.”

India Home, a Glen Oaks-based 
nonprofit organization that serves the 
Indian and South Asian senior citizen 
immigrant community, will run the 
center.

Dr. Vasundhara D. Kalasapadu, In-
dia Home’s executive director, said she 
was surprised when Lancman reached 
out to her. 

“We all come from, whether it’s 
India, Bangladesh or Pakistan,” Dr. 
Kalasapadu said. “We run behind our 
politicians there, we request them, but 
do they do anything? We’re not sure 
about it. But here, the council member 
is running behind an organization say-
ing ‘Please, do solve this community,’ 
which is amazing.”

Uddin first wrote a letter to Judy 
Coyne, deputy commissioner for the 
Albany County Department for Ag-
ing, in 2009 and 2010 and to Kathleen 
Otte, regional administrator for the 
Administration for Community Liv-
ing, requesting the creation of a public 
Muslim senior center.

Senior centers have to have a loca-
tion and be run by an organization, 
Lancman explained. He selected India 
Home because of its track record of 
running senior programs and its abil-
ity to provide culturally sensitive and 
relevant programming. He gave the 
$100,000 grant to the organization.

The center will allow the Jamaica 
Muslim Center to better serve its se-
nior population, said Dr. Mohammad 
W. Rahman, the center’s president.

“This was our dream, and this 
dream came true today, and this is a 
historic event for us,” Rahman said. 
“More than 100 seniors already reg-
istered. People will hear about it and 
they will come. We will try to accom-
modate as much as we can.”

Because the center is government-
funded, anyone can participate. But 
state Assemblyman David Weprin (D-
Fresh Meadows ), who has worked with 
India Home for many years, said it is 
still beneficial to have a center that ca-
ters to the community. 

“It’s nice to know that there’s a par-
ticular senior center that has a certain 
appeal to the South Asian community, 
to the Muslim community,” Weprin 
said. “We feel comfortable knowing 
that you can eat all the food and also ... 
the culture,  particularly in the Bangla-
deshi community.”

Lancman also announced the cre-
ation of a five-member community 
advisory committee that would work 
India Home to ensure that the needs of 
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Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs
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New South Asian center
open doors to seniors 
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Fidelis Care offers quality, affordable New York State-
sponsored health insurance for children and adults of all
ages and at all stages of life. 

From NY State of Health: The Official Health Plan Market-
place, to Child Health Plus, Medicaid Managed Care,
Medicare Advantage, Managed Long Term Care and
more, we have a program that meets your needs. 

And, with our growing provider network, you can see 
a Fidelis Care doctor almost anywhere you go in New 
York State!

We have a health insurance program that's right for you –
and the ones you love. 

Quality health coverage. It’s Our Mission.

Products not available in all counties.
To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health
Plus and Medicaid through NY State of Health, the Official Health Plan 
Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

1-888-FIDELIS | fideliscare.org

“I want a health plan that covers me...and my family.”

To renew your coverage each year, call 1-866-435-9521

H3328_FC 14160 CMS Accepted

Save the Dates for Open Enrollment!
Product:

• Metal-Level Products 
in NY State of Health

• Child Health Plus
• Medicaid Managed Care

Enroll From:

November 15, 2014 - 
February 15, 2015

All Year Long!
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 BY BILL PARRY

Looking for a unique stock-
ing stuffer for a borough-cu-
rious loved one this holiday 
season? An Elmhurst resident 
has written “Walking Queens,” 
a handy guide to 30 of the best 
neighborhood walking tours in 
the borough.

“There’s a lot more to Queens 
than people think,” author 
Adrienne Onofri said. “When I 
first started the project, I didn’t 
know if I’d have enough mate-
rial for a book and by the time I 
was finished, about a year later, 
I was surprised at the amount I 
had to cut out during the edit-
ing process.”

The 254-page paperback 
explores the diverse communi-
ties, historical places and natu-
ral treasures of well-known 
neighborhoods such as Forest 
Hills, Astoria and Jackson 
Heights as well as lesser known 
villages like Warnerville and 
Meadowmere.

Each chapter features a map 
with directions for a three- to 

four-mile walk through each 
featured neighborhood detail-
ing distinctive architecture, 
ethnic background, cultural 
venues and historical land-
marks. The history of each is 
also told with the help of the 
Queens Historical Society, 
Queens Library, the Greater 
Astoria Historical Society and 
many others.

One of the more fascinating 
stories detailed in “Walking 
Queens” is that of the Imperial 
Hotel in Rockaway Park.

“In 1880 the largest hotel 
in the world to date was con-
structed where you are walk-
ing. Bankers, railroad tycoons, 
and even senators invested in 
a 1,000-room hotel known as 
the Imperial, which consisted 
of a main building facing the 
ocean that stretched all the 
way from 109th Street to 116th 
Street and three wings extend-
ing north. It even had a private 
dock for guests arriving by 
steamer ... except they never 
arrived. Mired in debt and law-
suits, the hotel never opened 

and was torn down in 1889 after 
standing empty for years,” she 
wrote.

Onofri is a journalist by 
trade, mostly working on travel 
guides, but she is a licensed 

New York City tour guide as 
well and brings that expertise 
to the project. In 2007 she wrote 
“Walking Brooklyn,” which 
was so well received the pub-
lisher, Wilderness Press, asked 
her to do one about Queens.

“I’ve been living in Queens 
since 1988 when I moved to As-
toria,” Onofri said. “I stayed 
there 20 years. It got really cool 
right after I moved out when 
my husband and I moved to a 
place on the Elmhurst/Jackson 
Heights border.

She said she wanted her 
tour guide to help borough resi-
dents, especially the new ones, 
to discover new areas.

“We all have our routes that 
we travel frequently but rarely 
travel outside of that path,” On-
ofrio said. “People hear about 
places but seldom go there 
because it’s so spread out and 
much of it is inaccessible by 
subway.”

Each chapter begins with 
directions to the starting point 
by subway or bus.

“The Long Island Rail Road 

can be helpful as well, but I 
tried to focus on cheaper tran-
sit choices,” she said.

Onofrio found the common 
gardens and planned commu-
nities of Sunnyside Gardens, 
Jackson Heights and Forest 
Hills Gardens very interesting 
but decided that the walk she 
took along Shore Road in Doug-
laston Manor was  the most sur-
prising.

“There are so many sights to 
see there.  Of course,  many of 
the homeowners would prefer 
that the secret wasn’t out there, 
especially of the Douglaston-
Little Neck Walk,” she said. 

There is one neighbor-
hood Onofrio wished she had 
known about before buying in 
Elmhurst.

“It’s kind of hard to beat 
Forest Hills Gardens,” she said. 
“Not only is it charming with  
all  its gorgeous homes, but 
it’s got the subway and it’s an 
express subway just minutes 
from Manhattan. How could 
you beat that?”

Adrienne Onofri walks 
past the Reformed Church 
of Newtown in Elmhurst. 

Photo courtesy Adrienne Onofri

Elmhurst resident pens a tour guide for borough
Thirty new walking tours mapped out for explorers to discover different neighborhoods

ASIA BANK, N. A.

“COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE FINANCING”
Owner-occupied and investment properties

Repayment terms to 25 years

Other Secured Business Loan Products Also Available

CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR CREDIT SOLUTION!!!

LOAN CENTER 
135-11 Roosevelt Avenue, Flushing, NY 11354

Tel: 718-961-9898  

 Fax: 718-762-0741

e-mail: asialoan@asiabank-na.com

www.asiabank-na.com 

Discover the Treasures Within

Fashion 
Boutique

Accessories
and GiftsPippy & Lily

Handmade vintage jewelry  Gold and silver monogram necklaces and bracelets
Parisian soaps and coconut candles  Warm and cozy New England throws

HOME DECOR DESIGN STUDIO
(Located within the boutique)

Custom Window Treatments  Upholstery
Home Improvement  Painting  Kitchens  Bathrooms

COMPLIMENTARY ESTIMATES

161-05 29 Ave., Flushing, NY 11358 

COMPLIMENTARY
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Pirouette Window Shadings

SEPTEMBER 16 – DECEMBER 16, 2014

It’s time to decorate 
your windows for the holidays.

(plus $25 rebate each additional unit)

(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

(plus $100 rebate each additional unit)

$100 REBATE*

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/16/14 –12/16/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 
weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limita-
tions apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE

718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK
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BY JUAN SOTO
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio an-

nounced Tuesday a plan in-
tended to reduce crime and 
the number of inmates sent 
to Rikers Island with mental 
health issues or substance 
abuse by increasing mental 
health treatment to individu-
als throughout the criminal 
justice system.

“For years, the criminal 
justice system has been the 
default for dealing with be-
havioral and mental health is-
sues, but that approach alone 
does not best serve the public 
health or public safety,” de 
Blasio said. 

The $130 million four-year 
allocation is intended to put an 
end to individuals “needlessly 
cycling” through the system. 

The plan to identify individ-
uals who need treatment ser-
vices rather than jail time for 
minor offenses “will mean not 
only safer streets, but stronger 
neighborhoods and heathier 
people,” the mayor said. 

Part of the plan includes 
training for police officers 
that will “enable them to bet-

ter recognize behaviors and 
symptoms of mental illness 
and substance abuse.”

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica) said the findings 
of the task force recommend-
ing a “shift from punitive sen-
tences to therapeutic services 
is a welcome departure from 
the decades-old practice of us-
ing the criminal justice sys-
tem to institutionalize people 
with mental issues.”

According to a report by 
the Task Force on Behavioral 
Health and Criminal Justice 
System, about 400 people with 
mental or substance abuse is-
sues were sent to prison at 
least 18 times in the last five 
years. This represents more 
than 10,000 jail admissions.

“We know that many of the 
issues that ultimately end in 
time behind bears start well 
before and last well after con-
tact with the criminal justice 
system, and implicate many 
more players that the jail sys-
tem alone,” said Elizabeth 
Glazer, director of the mayor’s 
Office of Criminal Justice. 
“This is particular true for 
people with behavioral health 

issues.”
The plan will create a clini-

cal drop-off center in Manhat-
tan to “provide an option for 
individuals who need neither 
to be held for arraignment on 
low-level charges nor emer-
gency room services.”

The center, and another one 
which is slated to open in early 
2016 in another city borough, 
will prove the police “with a 
much needed alternative to 
jail for persons with mental 

health issues,” according to 
the task force. 

The city will add 2,300 slots 
to existing supervised release 
programs for adults. It will 
also establish a new science-
based risk assessment pro-
gram for judges and service 
providers “that accurately 
identifies and diverts people 
who do not pose a high risk of 
reoffending or flight and can 
therefore be safely supervised 
in the community,” said the 

mayor’s office. 
Deputy Mayor for Health 

and Human Services Lilliam 
Barrios-Paoli said, “For many 
with behavioral needs, the 
criminal justice system is a 
revolving door leading to mul-
tiple costly, short stays behind 
bars over the course of their 
adult lives.”

Police Commissioner Wil-
liam Bratton welcomed the 
city plan. 

“NYPD often finds itself to 
be an agency of last resort in 
dealing with various issues in-
volving individuals with men-
tal health and substance abuse 
problems,” he said.

The New York State Nurse 
Association also supported 
the task force findings. “Peo-
ple suffering from behavioral 
health illness ought not to 
be punished for their health 
care needs,” said Jill Furillo, 
executive director of the orga-
nization. “Our society is safer 
in the end when illness is met 
with compassion.” 

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4564.

City to reduce number of mentally ill in jail

Apply now to join New York City’s  
system of high quality pre-K providers  
for the 2015-16 school year.

Visit schools.nyc.gov/ProvidePrek.

The city plans to reduce the number of mentally ill people it sends to jail 
for minor offenses. 
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Cord Meyer Development LLC
26th  Ave .  &  Be l l  B l vd . ,  Bay s i de  Visit  us at  http ://www.bayterrace . com

COME TO BAY TERRACE FOR THE FOLLOWING 
FREE EVENTS THROUGHOUT THE HOLIDAY SEASON!

VISITS WITH SANTA AND HIS ELF
212-73 26th Avenue 

(next to the Post Offi ce on the upper level)
Don’t forget to bring your camera.

Saturday, December 6th ..............10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday, December 7th ................10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Saturday, December 13th ............10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday, December 14th ..............10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Saturday, December 20th ...........10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday, December 21st ...............10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

HORSE & BUGGY RIDES
Starting and ending in front of the professional 

offi ces on the main level.

Sunday, December 7th ............10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Sunday, December 14th ..........10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Sunday, December 21st ...........10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

We make smiles happen for the holidays!

Plenty of 
Free Parking The Bay Terrace Shopping Center
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
introduced legislation requir-
ing city agencies to include a 
sexual orientation and gender 
identity section on forms and 
then cull data from them to 
tailor services for the LGBTQ 
community.

Dromm said the city agen-
cies’ current agnostic attitude 
toward whether New York-
ers are lesbian, gay bisexual, 
transgender and queer, known 
collectively as LGBTQ, has led 
to a disparity in services.

“In today’s world, data is 
everything. Money is based 
on data collection,” Dromm 
said. “The LGBTQ community 
has not gotten their share of 
tax dollars and I feel it’s very 
important that we know what 
the needs are so that we can 
allocate funding and provide 
services.”

Dromm said, for instance, 
he is aware of only one senior 
center in Queens dedicated to 
the LGBTQ community and 
one youth program that works 

with that population within 
the borough.

The bill, which was intro-
duced Nov. 25, came with a 
memo noting that research 
suggests LGBTQ people face 
higher risks for depression, 
anxiety, substance abuse and 
suicide because of societal 
prejudices. They are 8.3 times 
more likely than heterosexual 
people to be victims of a vio-
lent hate crime, according to 
the civil rights advocacy group 
Southern Poverty Law Center.

Dromm’s bill asks that city 
agencies factor such statistics 
and other distinct LGBTQ 
community needs into policy 
decisions by providing annual 
reports on the LGBTQ com-
munity and giving city staff 
related training.

A dozen co-sponsors have 
signed on to Dromm’s bill, 
including City Council Major-
ity Leader Jimmy van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) and Council-
man Costa Constantinides (D-
Astoria).

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s office 
did not immediately respond 
to a request for comment.

Carrie Davis, chief pro-
grams and policy officer at 
The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual 
and Transgender Community 
Center in Manhattan, said the 
organization has been push-
ing the government to collect 
and use data on the LGBTQ 
community for about 15 years.

The U.S. Census began 
tracking the LGBTQ commu-
nity in 2010, and New York 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo has since 
announced the state will seek 
statistics on that population to 
enhance its interactions with 
government services.

“They do require computer 
program services, paperwork 
changes and that means you 
can’t just do it piecemeal,” Da-
vis said. “Dromm is trying to 
really change the system here, 
and that’s a big deal — that 
kind of shift moves the bar 
successfully and quickly.”

Dromm said he did not an-
ticipate that implementation 
of the bill would involve sig-
nificant investments in tech-
nology or paperwork.

Councilman Daniel Dromm is pushing a bill that would require city agen-
cies to track services to those who identify themselves as LGBTQ.

Dromm sponsors bill seeking LGBTQ stats 
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Julia K. McKenna
Student of Distinction
December 2014
Garden School
Jackson Heights

High School students perform community and 
volunteer service as a pre-requisite for gradua-
tion. Julia McKenna, an honors student at Garden 
School, was recently awarded the US Congres-
sional Gold Medal Youth Award. She performed 
the service with joy, grace and abundance. 
How abundant? Gold medal recipients require a 
minimum of 400 hours of documented community 
volunteer service: Julia logged more than 550! 
Recipients of this prestigious award are American 
students who meet goals in community service, 
personal development, physical fi tness, plus explo-
ration and expedition. 

The fi rst organization to gain Julia’s time and 
commitment was Special Olympics. She began 
volunteering in 2009 and continues to volun-
teer presently. Among her many contributions 
to Special Olympics are: working with athletes 
on skills; scoring games; selling merchandise; 
cheering; distributing medals; and escorting 
athletes to and from competition points. An avid 
supporter of Special Olympics, Julia organized 
fellow classmates to attend the games and hosted 
two speakers from Special Olympics at Garden 
School to increase awareness and support for the 
‘Spread the Word to End the Word’ campaign. As 
part of the campaign, Julia successfully collected 
over 400 signatures from students, teachers, and 
parents who vowed to help stop use of the word 
‘retarded.’ In addition, Julia held fundraisers – rais-
ing more than $6,000! – allowing local athletes 
to train and travel to games. She was the only 
student representative invited to NYC’s confer-
ence ‘School Climate and Bullying. During 2012 
and 2013, Julia distributed over 5,000 postcards 
throughout the metro area to help market NYC 
Mud Run, a fundraiser for Special Olympics. In 
the summer of 2014, she was asked to represent 

Special Olympics New York at a race held by 
Foam Fest.

Summers appear to be a particularly busy 
time for Julia. During the summers of 2010–2013, 
concurrent with volunteering at Special Olympics, 
she volunteered at Dellamonica Senior Center in 
her hometown, Astoria.  At the center, Julia spent 
several days a week coordinating events, perform-
ing meal preparation and clean up and socializing 
with the members.One of her biggest gifts was 
bringing technology to the center by teaching 
members to play the Wii and use both cell phones 
and computers. 

From 2011 to the present, Julia has been 
involved with two related groups: Bowery Resi-
dents Committee (BRC) and Common Ground 
Outreach. Both groups work with homeless New 
Yorkers. To increase awareness of the facilities, 
Garden School hosted Muzzy Rosenblatt, BRC 
President. Both upper and lower division students 
became involved as Julia chaired six hat, scarf 
and glove drives that facilitated the donation of 
hundreds of items to those in need. She also held 
two toothbrush and toothpaste drives, resulting in 
the collection of hundreds of these items. After the 
donations were made Julia organized a school trip 
to the BRC’s Manhattan facility. In addition, Julia 

has held a community sock drive annually with 
her family since 2011, that allows the donation of 
hundreds of pairs of new socks to the BRC.

Lastly, Julia chaired school blood drives in 2010 
and 2011. As a result of the drives, she and her 
fellow students collected close to 70 pints of blood 
for New York Blood Center. 

The original guiding force for Julia’s good 
works was her sister Mary (Garden School ’10). 
When discussing why she volunteers so much of 
her time, Julia says, “I need to do something rather 
than nothing so I can feel better about myself.”  

While she is very giving of her time and gen-
erosity to the community, Julia also contributes to 
her school on the athletic fi eld. She was a member 
of the Varsity Basketball team in 2010, 2011, and 
2014. In 2014 she Co-Captained both the Varsity 
Basketball and Varsity Volleyball teams, for which 
she played since 2010. This past year Julia also 
joined the Varsity Tennis team.

Among the clubs she is active in is the Key 
Club (2011-2015). Key Club is the most popular 
club at Garden School, with more than 30 dues-
paying members in grades 9-12. Sponsored by 
the Kiwanis Club of La Guardia Airport, “Key 
Clubbers” volunteer throughout Queens throughout 
the year. In recent months, students have partici-
pated in Kids’ Day at La Guardia Airport, created 
and distributed Thanksgiving Baskets at Elmhurst 
Hospital, supported neighborhood clean-ups and 
provided volunteers for the 78th Street Play Street. 
Julia is currently the Key Club Treasurer. Julia was 
also a member of Garden School Diversity Club 
from 2013 – 2014.

James Gaines, Director of Outreach, explains 
that “Julia discovered her passion for community 
service early. She is motivated by a desire to help 
others less fortunate than herself.” Mr. Gaines be-
lieves that “the most inspirational thing about Julia 
is her effort to keep service alive by mentoring 
younger students. She has taken both an elemen-
tary and high school student under her guidance 
to pass the torch.”

We are certain that, under Julia’s tutelage, the 
torch will glow brightly.

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

© New York Community Bank - Member FDIC



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 5–11, 201424    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

BY MADINA TOURE
 
Flushing Town Hall is 

holding its first-ever holiday 
market featuring everything 
from Christmas earrings to 
Korean traditional knotting 
art Sunday.

The market, which be 
held in the first-floor gallery 
at Flushing Town Hall, will 
highlight creations such as 
inlaid wood boxes and frames, 
photographs, wire sculptures, 
collage art, paintings, knitted 
items, scarves, ceramics and 
glass jewelry. The market fea-
tures the works of 24 artists, 23 
of whom are from Queens. 

The market coincides with 
the 27th annual Holiday His-
toric House Tour, which will 
include Flushing Town Hall 
and six other historic Queens 
sites.  

“Flushing Town Hall, for 
many years, has been part of 
the Flushing Historic House 
Tour and because we’re an arts 
council we thought it would be 
a wonderful way to showcase 
local artisans and give shop-
pers who are buying gifts for 
this holiday season to do one-

stop shopping and buy unique 
handcrafted items made by 
local artists,” Ellen Kodadek, 
Flushing Town Hall’s execu-

tive director, said.
Flushing Town Hall staff 

decided to start the holiday 
market to showcase the 
work of their artists, Ko-
dadek explained. 

“As an arts council, we 
work with so many local art-
ists and our gift shop for five 
years now has carried the 
work of local Queens and 
Long Island-based artists,” 
she said. “So we thought, 
‘Let’s expand upon the items 
already for sale in the gift 
shop and invite more local 
artists to participate and 
then do a holiday market.’”

The market will run from 
1 p.m.-5 p.m. Admission is 
free. Flushing Town Hall is 
at 137-35 Northern Blvd.

In celebration of Flush-
ing Town Hall’s 35th anni-
versary, the organization 
has launched the 35 Chal-

lenge Grant for which it must 
raise $35,000 by February to 
match $35,000 that a benefac-
tor promised them.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

BY BILL PARRY

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) has opened an ed-
ucation fund and launched a 
public fund-raising campaign 
for the children of Brandee 
Anastasia Massey, the preg-
nant mother of four who was 
shot and killed in front of her 
LeFrak apartment on the day 
before Thanksgiving. The 
baby girl she carried was de-
livered at Elmhurst Hospital 
Center but did not survive.

“These innocent children 
have suffered the greatest 
loss,” Ferreras said. “And 
while we cannot save them 
from a lifetime of pain and 
difficulty they will face grow-
ing up without a mother, as a 
community we can give them 
a fighting chance at a better 
future. We will not lose these 
children to violence and pov-
erty like we lost her. By help-
ing secure their education, 
we can put an end to the cycle 
now.”

All the money, raised 
online at www.rally.org/
MasseyFund will go to the ed-
ucation of the four children. 
The oldest is just 9.

An initial pledge of $15,000 
toward the establishment of 
the fund was made by LeFrak 
City Maintenance Services.

“Our family is slowly pick-
ing up the pieces, although 
my children will never 
have their lives made whole 
again,” the children’s father, 
Joseph Massey, said. “I do not 
wish this upon anyone — all 
I hope is that my wife’s killer 
is brought to justice so that 
he cannot hurt anyone and 
my children can have some 
closure. We’re profoundly 
thankful to the people who 
have opened their hearts 
to us and are supporting us 
through this tragedy.”

Last Friday, state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
announced that a reward for 
information leading to the 
arrest of Massey’s killer had 

Flushing Town Hall is hosting its 
first-ever holiday market Sunday. 

Courtesy of Flushing Town Hall

Ferreras starts fund
for slain mom’s  kids

Town Hall hosts gift market

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

At Calvary, the family member 
is just as important as the patient.

For more information, call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Nobody knows more than Calvary Hospital that caring for a loved 
one who is in the end-of-life stage is challenging – both physically 
and mentally. The stress can feel unbearable. It puts the entire 
family at risk for depression, anxiety disorders, physical sickness and 
disruptions in life – both at home and at work. Our experts clearly 
understand that this feeling of abandonment is just as significant 
as the physical pain. That’s why 90% of what we do at Calvary 
is caring for the family. In fact, we have an entire department 
specifically dedicated to caring for family members, with this year 
marking the 10th anniversary of our unique Family Care Center. 
It is all a part of our core value of “non-abandonment” – the 
commitment we make to our patients and their families every 
day. It’s one more reason why Calvary is Where Life Continues. 
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Visit us on the web at www.plattduetschehome.com

Plattduetsche 
RETIREMENT HOME

A PLACE WHERE EVERYONE IS WELCOME AND WELL TAKEN CARE OF

FEATURING
Private Apartments with Balcony 

Personal Care Assistance

“The Best Kept Home 
on Long Island”

FLEXIBLE

OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6 

1:30PM TO 4:00PM
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
said Monday she saved Bramson ORT 
College from shutting its doors, but she 
and the Forest Hills college would not 
discuss details of the school’s trajec-
tory.

Meng’s office said Bramson ORT, a 
two-year technical college near Austin 
Street and Queens Boulevard currently 
on a two-year accreditation probation-
ary period, approached the congress-
woman after reaching an impasse with 
the U.S. Department of Education over 
funding.

Earlier this year, the DOE placed 
Bramson ORT under heightened cash 
monitoring and required additional 
documentation before giving it access 
to financial aid funds, Meng said. The 
congresswoman said the government 
put Bramson ORT under scrutiny be-
cause it had restructured its education 
program. 

Meng maintained education officials 
received the required paperwork, but 
did not allocate sorely needed financial 
aid funding to Bramson ORT until she 
helped mediate what she called “mis-
communications.” She said Bramson 
ORT has received $175,000 from the gov-
ernment and expects another $980,000 
soon.

“I thank officials from the DOE for 
working with us to prevent the school 
from shutting down,” Meng said in a 
statement. “With the school remaining 
open and this issue now behind it, the 
institution can move forward to contin-
ue the important work it does in educat-
ing New York students.”

When asked about the restructuring 
and probationary period, Meng’s office 
referred inquiries to Bramson ORT.

The college did not respond to repeat-
ed requests for comment.

But its president, David Kanani, 
thanked Meng in a statement included 
in a press release from the congress-
woman’s office.

“We would like to sincerely thank 
Congresswoman Meng and her staff for 
their continued support and guidance in 
securing payments, and ongoing efforts 
to restore our financial aid payment sta-
tus back to the standard method of pay-
ment,” Kanani said.

The New York State Board of Re-
gents voted in December 2013 to place 
Bramson ORT  on a two-year proba-
tionary accreditation period. A report 
prepared nby nthe Board of Regents’ 

Higher Education Committee ahead of 
that vote noted that a peer review team 
visited the Forest Hills campus in April 
2013 and found it to be out of compliance 
with accreditation standards, includ-
ing those related to assessing student 
achievement, public disclosure and ad-
dressing complaints.

“The department found that the in-
stitution was out of compliance with the 
standards for institutional accredita-
tion in significant areas of assessment, 
faculty and resources. The persistence 
of similar issues cited in the previous 
accreditation report was noted. The col-
lege’s response did not include specific 
plans sufficient to suggest that the insti-
tution could reasonably be expected to 
meet the standards within two years. As 
a result, the department recommended 
denial of accreditation,” the committee 
report noted.

The report said Bramson ORT later 
submitted a road map for bringing the 
campus into compliance within two 
years by leasing additional space, get-
ting faculty involved in governance and 
curricular matters and better assessing 
student outcomes, which merited a pro-
bation period approach.

Reach reporter Sarina Trangle by 
e-mail at strangle@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng says she helped medi-
ate a financial aid dispute between Bramson 
ORT College and the federal government.

Meng says she saved 
college from closure

ZINNIAS
161-11 29th Avenue, Flushing NY

 718-746-8551

NAME BRAND CHILDREN'S CLOTHING OUTLET

Below Wholesale Prices!

NEW 

FOR CRUISE 

AND SPRING!

$10 OFF 
$100

$15 OFF 
$150

MENTION THIS COUPON! 
161-11 29th Avenue

Flushing NY

MENTION THIS COUPON! 
161-11 29th Avenue

Flushing NY

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.
Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our 

FREE seminars to learn about elder law, 
trust and estate law, and estate planning.

trusts and estates law, and estate planning.  

We’ll help you make educated decisions.
Get answers to questions such as:

-How can I protect assets
from the government?

-How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

-How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

We’re also on the radio.

MON. DEC. 8th 

BROOKLYN-
BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
The Greenhouse Café

7717 Third Avenue

TUES. DEC. 9th WED. DEC. 10th FRI. DEC. 12th 

BROOKLYN-
SHEEPSHEAD BAY

11 AM & 3 PM 
Il Fornetto

2902 Emmons Avenue

QUEENS-
MASPETH

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Connolly’s Corner
71-17 Grand Avenue

QUEENS-
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM 
The Adria 

221-17 Northern Blvd. 

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and 
570 AM WMCA, Saturdays at 6:00 PM 

to listen to 
Ask the Lawyer with 

 Mike Connors.
www.askmikethelawyer.com

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation. 
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.  

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209 
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

A $19.5 million property 
sale has set the stage in Glen-
dale.

Broadway Stages, a full-
service film, television and 
music production facility in 
Greenpoint, inked a deed with 
the industrial park bordering 
The Shops at Atlas Park and 
announced plans to convert 
part of the property into stu-
dio space.

The deal, signed Nov. 19, 
covers three commercial lots 
at 81-80, 82-04 and 82-10 Cooper 
Ave., which were sold for $19.5 
million by ATCO Properties 
Co-President Damon Hem-
merdinger.

Broadway Stages’ spokes-
woman Jackie Kessel released 
a statement describing its 
plans in Glendale.

“We’re excited to turn the 
existing warehouses at Atlas 
Terminals into some TV and 
film studios and create rental 
space for local mom-and-pops, 
including retail businesses,” 
Kessel said. “We look forward 
to working with local offi-
cials as we develop our plans 

to draw on all of the energy 
around Atlas Park, bringing 
new jobs, business growth 
and economic development to 
Queens.”

ATCO Properties lost Atlas 
Park mall after it fell into fore-
closure in 2009.

The firm retained the old 
Atlas Terminals industrial 
parkland. And last December, 

the development company 
Shuckman Realty Inc. re-
leased a brochure marketing 
the area bordering The Shops 
at Atlas Park while describing 
plans for a 350,000-square-foot 
shopping center anchored by a 
grocery store.

Kathy Masi, president of 
the Glendale Civic Associa-
tion, said the community had 

been particularly excited by 
the prospect of a supermarket, 
but she said it knew too little to 
comment on Broadway Stages’ 
plan.

“What we’re looking for is 
a good neighbor. That’s really 
the most important thing, that 
they understand the commu-
nity,” she said. 

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo 

(D-Howard Beach) said he be-
lieved Broadway Stages would 
be retooling structures within 
the shell of current buildings 
and not taking on extensive 
construction work. 

“Though we only have pre-
liminary information at this 
point, I am pleased to hear 
Broadway Stages could bring 
a film studio and industry 
services to our community,” 
he said. “ In addition to the 
cultural advantages, the reno-
vation and upkeep for a studio 
could provide job opportuni-
ties for my constituents.”

  Addabbo pointed out that 
he has supported tax credits 
for film production, “which 
has significantly increased 
jobs and revenue.” 

City Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Glendale), 
whose district office is located 
in The Shops at Atlas Park, 
said she would work to ensure 
new development benefited 
her constituents.

“I am excited for the poten-
tial jobs and new cultural op-
portunities that may come as 
result of this sale,” Crowley 
said in a statement.

Studio buys Glendale lots for $19.5 million

FREE TRIAL
W

ith ad.

Math 
Enrichment

Test
Prep

Homework
Help

Math
Help

Astoria 
43-32 Ditmars Blvd
Astoria, NY 11105

718-726-MATH
Parking Available

Bayside 
43-17 Bell Blvd

Bayside, NY 11361
718-747-MATH

Forest Hills 
108-14 72nd Ave

Forest Hills, NY 11375
718-544-MATH

Offering First Steps  
Program for  

4-6 year olds!

www.mathnasium.com

Get ready. Get set.
Get ahead.
 Now enrolling.

The Shops at Atlas Park, located in Glendale, could benefit from the proposed studio space being planned for 
the area.
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 
h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, 
tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ^Slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

2011 MERCEDES E350
$22,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1318. 
15k miles.

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL

CORVETTE2013 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #9700. 34k 
miles. 

$33,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity 
of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not 
responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 20k 1226 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766For Complimentary Pick Up

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND 
RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT 

SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995

1%
 IS ALL YOU PAY TO DRIVE AW

AY! W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††20
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ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

$103BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 2595, 35k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

$139BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'11 MERCEDES E350

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1318

$22,888
'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

'11 MERCEDES C300^
$18,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 14k miles, Stk#3824

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

$21,888
'11 MERCEDES ML-350

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk# 5589, 25k mi.

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#6879

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$16,900
'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595
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Focus COMPILED BY PAUL JANNACE

REACHING NEW HEIGHTS
Students from the Business, Computer Applications & 
Entrepreneurship High School in Cambria Heights had plen-
ty to be thankful for this season. (Clockwise from l.) Students 
visted the Alpha Phi Alpha Senior Citizens Center with Assistant 
Principal Doreen Sherman. (From l.) Elijah Taylor, Jasmin Quesh, 
Harry Sutter visit with one of the residents of the center; junior 
Paschea Williams of the Humanities and the Arts High School 
celebrated her 17th birthday with balloons. Williams is a dance 
and acting major and is on the Campus Complex cheerlead-
ing team; junior Kelly Ann Soto, of the Humanities and the Arts 
High School, draws tiles which will support a roof. Soto is fol-
lowing a Fine Arts programs which she hopes will evolve into 
a career in interior design; students are shown with a banner 
from the school during the American Cancer Society’s Making 
Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk in Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park. (From l.) Ms. Washington, Elijah Taylor, Assistant Principal 
Doreen Sherman, Zeyad Rasul, and Christian Mallast; and se-
niors participate in an assembly with college adviser Miranda 
Smalls, to discuss SAT Prep classes, college fairs, and a trip to 
Delaware State College.  Photos by Bob Harris
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CALL BEFORE DECEMBER 31ST!

SPECIAL OFFER!

1-877-844-9204
CALL FOR YOUR 

FREE WINDOW DIAGNOSIS 

To help make homes more energy-
efficient, comfortable and maintenance 
free, we’re offering this discount now, 
before the cold weather is here. Buy one 
window—ANY SIZE— and your next 
window is 50% off!1

�  EVERY double hung window
�  EVERY casement window
�  EVERY gliding window
�  EVERY specialty window

Offer only available as part of our Instant Product Rewards Plan.

FOR 1 YEAR
MONEY DOWN

$0 0
PAYMENTS

0%
INTEREST

50% OFF1

BUY 1 WINDOW 
GET 1 WINDOW WITH

BUY 1 WINDOW
GET 1 WINDOW 50%  

OFF1

Why can’t you buy our windows 
from stores or contractors? 
We take great pride in custom-building 
our windows, so we won’t let just 
anyone sell or install them. We take 
care of the entire process: only we sell, 
build, install and warrant our windows.

How much stronger is our 
window material compared  
to vinyl? 
Our Fibrex material is twice as strong 
as vinyl, and—unlike wood—requires 
virtually no maintenance*.

How are we able to install 
windows in just one day? 
Our teams of installers are 
exceptionally trained, tested, and 
skilled. This is why most installations—
including the clean up—are completed 
in just one day.
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Advertise your  
Clinical Studies in  

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in 

Classifieds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE 

OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

VISIT SAFERCAR.GOV/THERIGHTSEAT
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BY BILL PARRY

A Briarwood teacher was one of 
only 25 educators from around the 
world chosen to participate in a unique 
professional development program in 
Poland as part of “Auschwitz: The Past 
is Present.” The program is part of the 
official observance of the 70th anniver-
sary of the liberation of the Nazi death 
camp.

Archbishop Molloy High School’s 
Sabina Kobinski will join teachers 
from 11 countries representing four 
continents in attending a four-day 
workshop designed to deepen their un-
derstanding of the historical landscape 
of Poland before, during and after the 
Holocaust and increase participants’ 
knowledge of authentic sites including 
Auschwitz-Birkenau.

Kobinski and the other participants 
will have the unprecedented opportu-
nity to meet with a large number of 
Holocaust survivors prior to attend-
ing the commemoration ceremony at 
Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum.

“Survivors share their stories 
because they understand how vital 
it is that future generations never 
forget what happened at places like 
Auschwitz,” USC Shoah Foundation 
Director of Education Dr. Kori Street 
said. “By bringing teachers to a place 
where so many atrocities occurred,   is 
a way to show survivors that we take 
seriously our responsibility of keeping 
their voices strong forever.”

The program will begin in War-
saw Jan. 23 at the Museum of the His-
tory of Polish Jews and conclude at the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum 
Jan. 27.

“My journey to Auschwitz is very 
personal,” Kobinski said. “I hope that 
it will deepen the connection I have 
with my uncle, who is a survivor of 
Auschwitz, Gross Rosen, Schsenhaus-
en and Dachau. I will carry this forev-
er into my teaching career and to the 
benefit of my students.

Molloy teacher Sabina Kobinskiis chosen to 
participate in a Holocaust remembrance. 

Photo courtesy Archbishop Molloy H.S.

Molloy teacher tapped
for Holocaust program

Photo by Ellen Dunn

FOLLOW US ON

IN OUR HANDS RESCUE & NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

ADOPT 
A PET
Petland Discounts 
30-28 Steinway St. • Astoria, NY
SAT DEC 6 • 1PM – 6PM

AnimalLeague.org • 516.883.7575 
25 Davis Ave • Port Washington, NY

Shop Locally
at Strawberry’s

Mon.-Sat. 10am-7:30pm | Sun. 10am-7pm 

Mon.-Wed. 11am-8pm | Thurs. & Fri. 10am-9pm 
Sat. 10am-8pm | Sun. 11am-7pm 

Mon.-Sat. 10am-9pm | Sun. 11am-7pm 

Mon.-Sat. 10am-8pm | Sun. 11am-7pm

Save on fashion clothing and accessories! 

:
Where you can fi nd cutting-edge fashion 

and brands at astounding prices

area seniors are addressed adequately.
The committee consists of one Alli-

ance of South Asian American Labor 
 representative, Mazeda Uddin, who 

will serve as chair, as well as three Ja-
maica Muslim Center representatives 
and one Darus Salaam Masjid repre-
sentative.

Lancman said they are aiming for 
the center to eventually receive fund-
ing, expertise and official recognition 
from the city Department of Aging.

Continued from Page 16 

Seniors
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Compassionate Support That Will Never Be Forgotten

ter a grand jury in Ferguson, 
Mo., declined to indict police 
officer Darren Wilson, the 
white officer who shot an un-
armed black teenager Michael 
Brown.     

 Hours after the DA’s an-
nouncement, the streets were 
quiet on a rainy night in 
Queens, but crowds were gath-
ering in Union Square, Times 
Square and other spots in 
Manhattan.

 The Justice Department 
is investigating the Garner 
death through the office of 
U.S. Attorney Loretta Lynch 
in Brooklyn.

 Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton) point-
ed out, “It is with a heavy heart 
and sincere disappointment 
that I acknowledge once more 
that our judicial system has 
failed to administer justice on 
behalf of those most vulner-
able. It is imperative now for 
the communities of color and 
our allies to collectively voice 
our concerns on excessive po-
licing and work diligently to 
enact systemic change.”

 The city medical exam-
iner’s office concluded that 
Garner had died from exces-
sive force applied during the 

chokehold and classified his 
death as a homicide.

Donovan said the investi-
gation “spanned four months, 
and focused on locating civil-
ian eyewitnesses with infor-
mation and evidence to offer.”

The district attorney said 
there were more than 38 inter-
views conducted during the 
investigation, including 22 ci-
vilians “who reported to have 
seen some part of the interac-
tion between Eric garner and 
members of the NYPD.”

The officer involved, Dan-
iel Pantaleo, testified during 
the grand jury investigation.   

Councilman Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica), said, “It is uncon-
scionable that in the 21st cen-
tury, New Yorkers of color con-
tinue to live under occupation 
in their own communities.” 
The lawmaker added that the 
“system entrusted to serve 
and protect the people instead 
serves to breed more distrust 
and discontent towards law 
enforcement, and reverses 
whatever gains have been 
achieved towards improving 
police-community relations.”

Miller, Richards and Wills 
represent southeast Queens, 
which is predominately black.  

In Washington President 
Obama told a news conference 
on the Garner case “when ev-
eryone is not being treated 

equally under the law, that is 
a problem.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio said 
Garner’s death “put a spot-
light on police-community 
relations and civil rights.” He 
added that the grand jury’s 
decision to clear the officer “is 
one that many in our city did 
not want.”

But de Blasio reminded 
New Yorkers that the case is 
far from over. 

“There will still be an 
NYPD internal investigation,” 
he said. “And we know the U.S. 
attorney  (Loretta Lynch in 
Brooklyn) is continuing her 
investigation .Should the fed-
eral government choose to act, 
we stand ready to cooperate.”  

He called on  New York-
ers to express themselves in a 
peaceful manner.

 “New York City owns a 
proud and powerful tradi-
tion of expressing ourselves 
through non-violent protest,” 
he said. “We trust that those 
unhappy with today’s grand 
jury decision will make their 
views known in the same 
peaceful, constructive way.”

City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst), 
said the decision was “disap-
pointing and unacceptable.” 
She added, “There is some-
thing to be said about the eth-
ics of our justice system when 

a man dies at the hands of a po-
lice officer and there isn’t, at a 
bare minimum, a fair trail.” 

New York State Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman 
also called for peaceful demon-
strations. “I understand and 
respect the anger and frus-
tration that many are feeling 
right now, but I joined Mayor 
de Blasio and the Garner fam-
ily in calling for a peaceful re-
sponse from anyone who may 
choose to exercise their right 
to protest,” Schneiderman 

said. 
In Washington, U.S. Rep. 

Gregory Meeks (D-Jamaica) 
and several other members of 
the New York City delegation, 
including Congresswoman 
Carolyn Maloney (D-Astoria), 
also expressed their shock at 
the grand jury’s decision not 
to indict the officer.

 “I believe the Justice de-
partment should investigate 
this matter further,” Maloney 
said. “Eric garner’s death was 
a tragedy.”

Continued from Page 1 

Garner

been upped to $6,000. Police 
said she was shot in the hall-
way outside her apartment by 
a gunman who waited as she 
dropped her children off at PS 
206. The NYPD had not made 
an arrest as of late, and inves-
tigators were still searching 
for Massey’s uncle, according 
to NYPD Commissioner Bill 
Bratton.

“Our community mourns 
yet another loss to senseless 
gun violence, another fam-
ily broken by a life taken too 

soon,” Borough President Me-
linda Katz said. “Our hearts 
and prayers are with the inno-
cent survivors of this terrible 
tragedy. These children were 
robbed of their only mother in 
a most horrific way. As edu-
cation is the strongest way to 
break the cycle of violence, 
let us give their futures and 
dreams a fighting chance.”

Anyone with information 
is asked to call the NYPD’s 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-
TIPS.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 24

LeFrak

Follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/timesledger
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Th e Bay Terrace Shopping Center 
Th e Place For 
Your Offi  ce

Tour With over 65 premier stores, including Gap, Victoria’s Secret, Carters 
and Yankee Candle, The Bay Terrace Shopping Center is Queens’
“Must Stop” Shop!

Immediate Occupancy, 
Ample Parking 

Call Now 718-947-7110 ask for Patricia

Cord Meyer Development Company

Committed 
To Excellence

Since 1904
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

It’s the most wonderful 
time of the theater year.

Two of Queens’ more in-
novative troops — Variations 
Theatre Group and Titan 
Theatre Co. — have dusted 

off a couple of holiday chest-
nuts, added a few twists to the 
scripts and wrapped them up 
for audiences to rediscover 
and savor. 

Variations is set to open “It’s 
a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio 
Play” Friday at Long Island 
City’s Chain Theatre, while 
Titan, the recently named 
resident company at Queens 
Theatre, plans to mount a new 
adaptation of Charles Dickens’ 
“A Christmas Carol.”

Although both stories take 

place on Dec. 24, neither is a 
tale written only for those who 
celebrate the holiday, said the 
two companies’ managers.

“This is not a Christmas 
play,” said Kirk Gostkowski, 
artistic director at Variations. 
“The theme is what would the 
world be like without me? That 
is a question that everyone has 
asked themselves.”

Across town in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, Ti-
tan Artistic Director Lenny 
Banovez also downplays the 

Christian aspect of Dickens’ 
1843 novella. It is not a Christ-
mas fable, but rather one that 
everyone can relate to, said 
Banovez. 

“It is a story about redemp-
tion,” he said. 

At the Chain, Frank 
Capra’s “It’s a Wonderful Life” 
— which is playing somewhere 
on cable TV right now — has 
been transformed into a 1940s 
live radio drama being broad-
cast on Christmas Eve. 

Gostkowski, stars as an ac-
tor portraying George Bailey, 
along with a half dozen other 
thespians who inhabit each 
of Bedford Falls’ residents — 
from Mr. Potter right down to 
little Zuzu with her crushed 
rose petals — while also han-
dling the accompanying sound 
effects. 

Although he thought about 
staging the show last Decem-
ber, Gostkowski said Varia-
tions’ recent production of 
“Talk Radio” made it clear the 
time was right. 

“After ‘Talk Radio’ radio 

plays really appealed to me,” 
he said. “They are visually 
compelling and we get to work 
with all this cool audio equip-
ment. Plus, we had a bunch of 
great voice actors who were in 
‘Talk Radio’ who are in this.”

The story, primarily re-
membered for its numerous 
saccharine turns, is actually a 
dark tale at its heart with the 
lead character’s contemplation 
of suicide setting the action 
in motion. Naturally, every-
thing works out in the end for 
George Bailey and the audi-
ence, but focusing on the more 
dramatic elements makes the 
show an ideal choice for Varia-
tions, said Gostkowski. 

“This is the story of an 
everyman who is struggling 
against all odds to find mean-
ing in his life,” said Gostkows-
ki. “It deals with the same is-
sues as all the plays we have 
been doing.”

Since its inception in 2009, 
Titan has been making a name 
for itself by taking classic 

Continued on Page 49

Variations and Titan theater 
companies present new takes 

on classic holiday stories
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Cast members Kirk Gostkowski (l. to r.), Sarah Bierstock and Mark Keeton 
rehease a scene from Variations Theatre Group’s production of “It’s 
a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play,” which opens Friday at the Chain 
Theatre in Long Island City. Photo by Kevin Zimmerman
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PRODUCTIONS

“The Foreigner” — In Larry Shue’s 
comedy a painfully shy man pretends not 
to understand English leaving the other 
characters to speak freely in front of him 
about things they should keep private. 
Appropriate for ages 9 and up.
When: Through Dec. 6, Friday and Saturday 
at 8pm
Where: Parkside Players at Grace Lutheran 
Church, Union Turnpike and 71st Road, Forest 
Hills
Cost: $17/general, $15/seniors
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.parksideplayers.com

“The Search for Signs of Intelligent Life 
in the Universe” — Barbara Rosenblat, from 
“Orange is the New Black,” stars in a staged 
reading of Jane Wagner’s 1980s critique of 
modern society in this fund-raising benefi t. 
When:  Saturday, Dec. 13 at 8 pm
Where: Chain Theatre, 21-28 45th Road, Long 
Island City
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Cost: $30
Website: www.variationstheatregroup.com

“It’s a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio 
Play” — Variations Theatre Group brings 
the beloved holiday movie to life as a troop 
of 1940s actors present a “Christmas Eve” 
broadcast about what it really means to be 

“the richest man in town.”
When: Through Dec. 21, Fridays and 
Saturdays at 8 pm — Saturday, Dec. 13 at 2 
pm only — and Sundays at 2 pm
Where: Chain Theatre, 21-28 45th Road, Long 
Island City
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Cost: $18/adults, $15/students and LIC 
residents, $9/children
Website: www.variationstheatregroup.com

“Fiddler on the Roof” — The Bayswater 
Players present the Broadway musical 
set in turn-of-the-20th-century Russia, 
which includes classic tunes “Matchmaker, 
Matchmaker,” “If I Were a Rich Man” and 
“Sunrise, Sunset.”
When: Through Dec. 21, Thursdays and 
Saturdays at 8 pm, Sundays at 3 pm
Where: Bayswater Jewish Center Theater, 
2355 Healy Ave., Far Rockaway
Contact: (516) 239-9500
Website: www.angelfi re.com/ny/bayplay/

“Christmas Carol” — Titan Theatre Co. 
presents a new adaptation of Charles 
Dickens’ classic tale of redemption set on 
Christmas Eve.
When: Dec. 11 - Dec. 21
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United Nations 
Ave. South, Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $25 - $30
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

Answers in Sports

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar 
Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, Cups, Forks, Knives & 
Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

718-225-4700

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

10% OFF
DINNER

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

95
 A  B  C

From 
From 

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

95

1 of 3 Choices

Stuffed Shells
Tortellini w/Meat Sauce

Ravioli
Baked Ziti

Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil

95

Your Party Catered At 
Our Restaurant

CHOICE A

$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B$15.95 per personAny 3 Choices from AAny 2 Choices from B
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45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361  (718) 229-5319
Monday–Friday 3:30pm–11pm  

Saturday 4pm–midnight  Sunday 1pm–10pm
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ELEGANT AND TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

www.JimmysBayside.com

PRIVATE 
PARTIES 

and 
CATERING 
available 

for all 
occasions

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Robert Torres is a stand-
up guy who believes in good 
causes. 

He is the spirited rapper 
known as Sabor Latino, who 
writes and performs “positive 
hip hop.”

The do-gooder from South 
Jamaica has made a name 
for himself in his own Latin 
American community and be-
yond, as the dude who creates 
music to inspire and motivate 
young people. 

Back in the day, when Tor-
res was a Jamaica High School 
student, he used to rhyme when 
his buddies got into a freestyle 
rap battle. He said the crowd 
they attracted used to say his 
delivery was full of flavor, i.e. 
“sabor” in Spanish. 

It takes a masterful MC, 
like Sabor Latino to spit a 
verse on the spot, so it’s not 
surprising that he sees him-
self as a musical poet who be-
lieves in the power of words.  
Unlike his fellow rappers, he 
skillfully injects uplifting life 

philosophies and anti-violence 
rhymes into his music.

Sabor Latino’s unique 
sound is gradually resonating 
with young Latinos, as well 
as all teens and kids who are 
numbed by a culture of vio-
lence.  At a time when many 
rappers spit hardcore lyrics 
about violence and sex, the art-

ist’s peaceful hip hop rhymes 
in Spanish and English com-
municate refreshingly whole-
some messages, because he 
believes many impressionable 
youngsters look up to rappers 
as role models. His 17-year-old 
son included. Like a motiva-
tional speaker, Sabor Latino 
uses just his voice and a micro-

phone to connect with Latinos 
who he feels “have lost faith 
and hope.”

“I think my music fills a 
gap in hip-hop music culture 
today,” said Torres, whose 
debut album, “Sabor Latino,” 
was released in 2013. 

He said he based the songs 
on his latest album, “Observa-
tions of My Life, Vol. 1,” on the 
parts of his life he uses to in-
spire listeners

“I’m real deep when it 
comes to spitting the truth 
with these two songs featured 
on my current album,” said 
Torres.  

In “No Mas Violencia,” he 
raps: “It’s time to let go of our 
pistols. How many mothers 
suffer? How many fathers? 
How many brothers and sis-
ters are in prison for the rest 
of their lives? But through ev-
erything that’s happened, we 
keep killing each other. When 
will the pain end?”

Echoes of the artist’s tough 
early years, growing up on Ja-
maica’s rough streets can be 
heard throughout the album, 

which has a positive vibe, 
and is meant “to inspire chil-
dren, adolescents, parents and 
adults to become productive 
members of society.” This mes-
sage is evident in songs like 
“Promoción,” which “teaches 
the value of education and a 
high school diploma.”

 “Sabor Latino will always 
stand out from many rappers, 
as he is just not rapping a 
verse. His lyrics are all posi-
tive and with a purpose to in-
spire many,” said producer 
Lee Evans.

To be able to fulfill his heal-
ing mission, the multi-talented 
rapper has penned his first 
book. He said he realized that 
his life is “more than just a 
song on the radio,” so he tran-
scribed his story into “some-
thing the people can read” – an 
autobiography titled “Sabor 
Latino: My Life,” which deals 
with a universal topic: every-
day struggles.  

He said he was inspired to 
write it so that young people, 
like his son, will realize that 

Jamaica resident Robert Torres, who performs as Sabor Latino, is inter-
viewed at a radio station. Photo courtesy Sean Thomas

Jamaica hip hopper raps positive message
Robert Torres aka Sabor Latino uses his talents to encourage youth to do the right thing

Continued on Page 49
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GingerBread Lane — The 
world-record setting 1 1/2 
ton, 300-square-foot village 
returns to Queens. Special 
gingerbread house workshops 
held Dec. 7 and Dec. 28.
When: Through Jan. 11, 2015
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., Corona
Cost: $11/adults, $8/seniors, 
students and children 17 and 
under
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

Breakfast with Santa — All 
members of Queens Center’s 
Nat Geo Kids Club are invited 
to enjoy a complimentary 
breakfast, music, dancing and 
games in the Food Court.  
When: Saturday, Dec. 6, from 
8 am - 10 am
Where: Queens Center, 90-15 
Queens Blvd., Elmhurst
Cost: Free, Visit the mall’s 
Guest Services to sign up for 
the Nat Geo Kids Club.
Contact: (718) 592-3900
Website: www.
shopqueenscenter.com

Christmas Craft Fair — 
Shop for handmade gifts, 
Christmas ornaments, 
stocking stuffers and 
decorations. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 6, from 
10 am - 3 pm, and Sunday, 
Dec. 7, from 9 am - 2 pm
Where: St. Josaphat’s 
Church, 34-32 210th St., 
Bayside
Contact: (718) 229-1663
Website: www.
stjosaphatbayside.org

Welcome Santa to 
Woodhaven Parade — 
The parade steps off at 
Woodhaven Manor and 
proceeds down Jamaica 
Avenue to Dexter Court. 
Holiday treats and Santa 
hats will be handed out at 
the beginning and end of the 
parade. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 6, at 
11:30 am
Where: Woodhaven Manor, 
96-01 Jamaica Ave., 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free

Swingtime Christmas 
Concert — Enjoy a Christmas 
concert with a big band 
sound. All proceeds benefi t 
the school. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 6, at 
3 pm
Where: St. Thomas the 
Apostle Catholic Academy, 
88-08 Jamaica Ave., 
Woodhaven
Cost: $15/adults, $12/
seniors, $5/teenagers
Contact: (718) 847-3904

CoolYule! Tree Lighting 
—  The fi rst tree lighting 
event at the Louis Armstrong 
House Museum will feature 
live jazz by the Ben Flocks 
Trio and holiday treats. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 6,  4 
pm
Where: Louis Armstrong 
House Museum, 34-56 107th 
St., Corona
Cost: Free

Contact: (718) 478-8299
Website: www.
louisarmstronghouse.org

Wreathmaking Workshop 
— Make an evergreen wreath 
at these workshops. All 
materials provided, but bring 
a garden shear.
When: Saturday, Dec. 6, and 
Sunday, Dec. 7, at 10 am, 
noon and 2 pm
Where: Queens County Farm, 
75-30 Little Neck Parkway, 
Floral Park
Cost: $20/per person, 
advanced payment required
Contact: (718) 347-3276
Website: www.queensfarm.org

Myrtle Avenue 
Holiday Events — Enjoy 
performances by the NYC 
Brass Entourage, Opera on 
Tappers Carolers and Music 
by Silverteeth along Myrtle 
Avenue. On Dec. 14, visit with 
Santa — remember to bring a 
camera — from noon to 3 pm 
at 71st Avenue Plaza. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 7,  and 
Sunday, Dec. 14, from noon 
- 4 pm
Where: Myrtle Avenue 
between Wyckoff Avenue and 
Fresh Pond Road
Cost: Free
Website: www.ridgewood-
ny.com

Queens Botanical Garden’s 
Winter Solstice Celebration 
and Tree Lighting — Kick 
off the season  with tours 
of the garden, musical 

performances, crafts and a 
visit from Santa.  Tree lighting 
is scheduled for 4:45 p.m.
When: Sunday, Dec. 7, from 1 
pm - 5 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St.
Cost: Free, additional fee for 
craft activities
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Holiday Historic House 
Tour —Visit seven historical 
sites in Flushing and Corona 
that will be decked out for 
the season. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 7, from 1 
pm - 5 pm
Cost: $25/adults at door, 
$20/adults advance 
purchase, $10/children 12 
and under
Contact: (718) 939-0647
Website: www.
queenshistoricalsociety.org

Sacred Music Chorale of 
Richmond Hill —Soloists 
and a chamber orchestra 
will present a program of 
Mozart’s “Grand Mass in C 
Minor” along with holiday 
favorites.  A reception with 

wine, coffee and sweets 
follows. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 7, at 3 
pm
Where: St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, 86-20 114th St., 
Richmond Hill
Cost: $15/adults, $12/
students, seniors and 
advance tickets, Free/
children
Contact: (718) 441-8118
Website: www.
richmondhillny.com

Vienna Boys Choir — 
The world-famous choir 
performs classical and 
popular Christmas carols 
and holiday music from 
around the globe. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 7, at 3 
pm
Where: Colden Auditorium 
at Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $20-$30
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

Bayside Village Holiday 
Parade and Tree Lighting 
—The return of the children’s 
holiday parade highlights 
this year’s Bayside Winter 
Festival and tree lighting. 
Meet Santa, sip hot 
chocolate and enjoy festive 
activities. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 7, from 
4:30 pm - 6:30 pm
Where: Parade steps off 
at 36th Avenue and Bell 
Boulevard, tree lighting 
takes place at the Bayside 
LIRR station
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 423-2434
Website: www.
baysidevillagebid.com

Astoria Park Tree Lighting 
—The second annual 
event includes Christmas 
carols, Kwanza stories and 
Hanukkah Klezmer for kids. 

When: Thursday, Dec. 11, at 
6:30 pm
Where: Astoria Park Great 
Lawn, 19th Street and 23rd 
Avenue
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 728-7820
Website: www.
centralastoria.nyc

“The Nutcracker” —The 
Maspeth High School Dance 
Department presents the 
classic holiday ballet, 
choreographed by Kate 
Henry.
When: Friday, Dec. 12, at 7 
pm, and Saturday, Dec. 13, 
at 5 pm
Where: Maspeth High School 
Auditorium, 54-40 74th St., 
Maspeth
Cost: $7, tickets available 
through Eventbrite
Contact: (718) 803-7100
Website: www.
maspethhighschool.org

Christmas Concerts at 
St. Francis Prep — The 11 
ensembles from St. Francis 
will perform holiday music. 
When: Friday, Dec. 12 and 
Saturday, Dec. 13, at 7:45 pm
Where: St. Francis Prep, 61-
00 Francis Lewis Blvd., Fresh 
Meadows 
Cost: $5
Contact: (718) 423-8810, 
ext. 255
Website: www.sfponline.
org

Hands-on History: Deck the 
Halls — Take a special tour of 
the museum and learn how 
the King family celebrated 
the season. You will also be 
able to create traditional 
winter and Christmas 
decorations. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 13, 
from noon - 3pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 
150-03 Jamaica Ave., 
Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545, 
ext. 13
Website: www.kingmanor.
org

Winter Fest at Citi Field — 
The New York Mets teams up 
with Metropolitan Hospitality 
for the fi rst Winter Fest. 
Spend the afternoon playing 
games, noshing on holiday 
treats, taking part in craft 
activities and meeting Santa 
along with Mr. and Mrs. Met. 
Attendees are encouraged to 
bring a new, unwrapped item 
that will be donated to Toys 
for Tots. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 13, 
from 1 pm - 5 pm
Where:  Citi Field, 123-01 
Roosevelt Ave., Flushing
Cost: $10/adults, $7/children
Website: www.mets.com/
winterfest

The Vienna Boys Choir performs at the Kupferberg Center 
for the Arts on Sunday, Dec. 7. Photo courtesy Lukas Beck

HOLIDAYHOLIDAY
HAPPENINGSHAPPENINGS

Members of the St. Francis Prep band perform during a concert. Photo courtesy St. Francis Prep Music Department
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ALE HOUSE
& TRACKSIDE CAFE

Turkey Dinner Spiral Ham Dinner
(10-12 lbs) for 6 people 

(18-20 lbs) for 12 people 

For 10 people 

For 20 people 

Happy Holidays

Have your 
Holiday Party at 
Bourbon Street

Let our 
Professional 

Catering Staff 
plan the Perfect 

Party for the 
Season!

40-12 Bell Blvd Bayside, NY 11361 • Call to book now: 718-224-2200 • bourbonstreetny.com

Come Meet Santa 
& Mrs. Claus 

& Tell Them Your Wishes 

Kids Eat Free all Day with the Purchase of an Adult 

Brunch or Dinner RESERVATION REQUIRED

Brunch with Santa 
at Bourbon Street

Sunday, December 14th 
from 12-3pm

BUY 5 GIFT CARDS 

OF THE SAME 
AMOUNT, 

GET ONE 
FREE!

2nd Annual Ugly Christmas 
Sweater Karaoke Party

Bourbon Street presents

with your Host Jimmy James

Food • Drinks • Karaoke • Dancing • Family • 
Friends • Fun • Prizes for the Best Ugly Sweaters

Wednesday December 17, 2014 at 9pm
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40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363
(Just north of the LIRR Douglaston Station)

Open 6 days a week  Tue.–Fri. 4pm–12am  Sat.–Sun. 5pm–12am
347-502-7274  www.winetimedouglaston.com

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com

Plan to join us for a very special 

 
$30 pp 

Bring in this ad to receive this special offer:
BUY 1 GLASS OF WINE OR A BOTTLE OF BEER AND GET 1 FREE.

Or: 1/2 OFF ANY FOOD MENU ITEM.

Free Champagne & Appetizers
Select Wine and Beer 

$5 all night!

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Dec. 5-11, 2014

By Pete Canty

Elementary Symbolism
Across
1. Squeaky ____
6. Hera's mother
10. Price
14. Back in?
15. "___ Lang Syne"
16. Chip in?
17. From the top
18. Prefix with China
19. Half a train track
20. Au + digit
22. Congressional 
vote subject
23. Pop-ups, e.g.
24. Gives the news
26. Natural 
environments
31. ___ Diego
32. Banned apple 
spray
33. Wolf's sound
35. Snake skin unit
39. New Mexico 
athlete
40. Sandwich 
cookies
42. Elevator man
43. Minute
45. Tuna or turkey 
follower
46. Yeats or Keats
47. Deface
49. Egg-laying 
mammal
51. Nike, e.g.
55. Ill temper
56. Amos or 
Spelling

57. Cu + noggin
63. Course
64. French bread?
65. Mathematical
comparison
66. To be, in 
ancient Rome
67. Subway station
68. Long-armed ape
69. Hammer part
70. Wraps (up)
71. Takes 5

Down
1. Mountain 
climber's challenge
2. Block maker
3. Footnote abbr.
4. Rainless
5. Like a dieter's 

yogurt
6. Frequent 
tropical event
7. Like some juries
8. Church officer
9. Idolizes
10. C + ape
11. Broadcasting
12. Circus prop
13. Rats
21. Montana 
neighbor
25. Mas' mates
26. Sentry's cry
27. Lotion additive
28. Slugger Ruth
29. Fe + 
inaugural
30. 2004 World 
Series, e.g.

34. Treats on 
sticks
36. Sitting on
37. In ___ of
38. Ballpark figs.
41. Look too long
44. Tibetan beast
48. Break
50. Intense fear
51. Throat problem
52. Rope loop
53. Take off the 
board, say
54. Course
58. Ship's front
59. Tortoise racer
60. J.F.K. postings
61. "If it ___ 
broke ..."
62. Hounds, e.g.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

B-PLUS
H E A P S B A R B P A R
U N T I E A B O O P O N Y
B A T T E R S B O X E R T E
E M I T I T O S A R T I
R O L E B E T T E R H A L F
T R A D E L I A B L E

L A B A T T P L E B
T E A M S O F H O R S E S

B R A U T A L E N T
R A S S L E E R I C S
B I T T E R P I L L A D A M

L E E S O S A Y M E R E
H E R R B U T T E R B A L L
E R L E S C O T A L L O T
P S Y S H O E T E S T S

despite setbacks, when 
you give it your all and 
work hard, your dreams 
can become a reality.  

In his interesting 
book, Torres talks about 
his challenging child-
hood; about fatherhood 
and his stint as a social 
worker, as well as the im-
portance of friendships 
and the value of a col-
lege education. He even 
throws in tips on how to 
write a book and how to 
record a CD without mu-
sic promoters.

“Writing my book 
was an incredible expe-
rience, as it helped me 
to put closure on a lot of 
issues in my life,” said 
Torres.  “My book will 
touch many individuals 
in a good way. More im-
portantly, they will see 
that nothing in life is 
easy, but as long as you 
work hard good things 
can happen.”

Torres, 42, hopes 
these projects will bring 
clarity to adults grap-
pling with a variety of is-
sues, and inspire young 

minds in today’s complex 
world.

Learning how to navi-
gate life’s obstacles in the 
Queens neighborhood he 
called home was a daily 
challenge and Torres 
said it was poetry and 
music that saved him. 
He recalled there were 
times he felt unsafe.  

Torres said his Puer-
to Rican father, who is a 
retired teacher, and his 
Dominican mother, a 
seamstress, worked hard 
to make ends meet, but 
money was scarce. So 
at age 12, when his cre-
ative streak kicked in, 
he discovered that writ-
ing poems and making 
music made life easier 
to deal with.  The emo-
tional teen, whose favor-
ite sport was basketball, 
found time to put his 
thoughts on paper and 
wrote about his life and 
what he observed around 
him. 

“I saw my parents go 
to work every day to put 
food on the table for me 
and my older brother.  
From them, I learned 
hard work and apprecia-
tion for the little things 
we had. My parents and 
my son are my inspira-

tion in life,” said Torres.
“I was fortunate to 

have good parents who 
always watched over me 
and motivated me to do 
better in life. The most 
important thing was that 
we had each other. It was 
a difficult time, but we 
survived.”

Setting a good exam-
ple for Latino youth who 
shared similar experi-
ences growing up, the 
budding rapper decided 
to pull himself up by his 
boot straps and go to col-
lege. 

Eventually, his life 
became all about helping 
others and giving back to 
his community.

Sabor Latino has 
performed in the Un-
derground Lounge in 
NYC, and at other local 
venues. He has also done 
some college shows and 
is involved in a lot of 
other things, as well, like 
visiting a women’s shel-
ter and donating food to 
the less fortunate. In the 
future, he plans to visit 
high schools and some 
hospitals for children 
with special needs. 

In his spare time, Tor-
res plays basketball all 
over the city. 

Continued from Page 43 

Sabor “Me and my friends go 
where the competition is. 
I love basketball as much 
as I like music and writ-
ing books,” he said. 

While working on 
finishing his master’s 
degree in education and 
recreation, he started 
writing his second book, 
“Sabor Latino’s Greatest 
Poems.” 

“For now I’m focusing 
on my author talents and 
see how far I can take 
it. I have been meeting 
great authors around the 
world on twitter and it’s 
a blessing to be able to 
learn from them. I really 
enjoy writing books,” 

said Torres. “To all the 
youth out there, value 
education, respect your 
parents and teachers. 
Find friends that have 
the same values. In addi-
tion, get involved in rec-
reational activities, as 
it will help you develop 
your identity. If you are 
struggling in the class-
room, ask for help and 
never give up on your 
dreams. Go to college, as 
it will be a great experi-
ence in your life. More 
importantly, be good to 
others and always lead 
by example. Always be 
the best you can be.

“Use me as an exam-

ple that it doesn’t matter 
where you come from 
– we can all have suc-
cess. Never give up on 
your dreams and always 
remember that life is 
not about perfection but 
progress,” he said. “If I 
can help one child and 
change his life, I have 
done my job, which is to 
continue to motivate the 
youth of today through 
my music.”

You can hear Sabor 
Latino’s music on ITunes, 
Amazon and CDbaby.
com. His book will be 
available at Amazon and 
other online bookstores. 



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 5—11, 2014 47  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

 

BOOK EXTRAVAGNZA FUNDRAISER

10:00 AM–4:00 PM...SATURDAY, DEC 6, 2014

What’s it worth? Bring it to the G.A.H.S. Book Extravaganza and find out!
For a donation of $5.00 to the Society per evaluation (five objects per person) the experts at

Capo Auction might know! Collectables includes jewelry, art, porcelain, furniture, toys and lots more.

The generosity of the public underwrites
our programs and activities each year.

Greater Astoria Historical Society
35-20 Broadway, 4th Floor, Long Island City, NY 11106

PHONE: (718) 278-0700
EMAIL: info@astorialic.org   WEBSITE: www.astorialic.org

plays — mostly Shakespeare 
— and distilling them to the 
main themes and plot points 
while discarding the rest. 

Queens Theatre audience 
members should expect more 
of the same with Banovez’s 
and Emily Trask’s new ver-
sion of “A Christmas Carol.” 
But that’s not to say the be-
loved  tale of miserly Ebenezer 
Scrooge and his other-worldly 
visitors is unrecognizable. 

“It is very much about the 
story,” said Bailey Seeker, who 
takes on the roles of Scrooge’s 
lost love, Belle, and Emily, the 
wife of his nephew Fred.  “And 
it has very much a classical 
feel, but the words flow so much 
easier. It feels very much like I 
wouldn’t feel crazy saying these 
things nowadays.”

Besides more modern-
sounding dialogue, another 
change includes the use of 
traditional English carols 
throughout the play and be-
tween scenes for dramatic 
effect. The writers have also 
set the opening in the  present 
day. 

When the curtain rises, the 

audience encounters a grand-
father reading Dickens’ book 
to his grandson. As the story 
progresses, the two morph into 
Scrooge and Tiny Tim and take 
their places among the other ac-
tors. 

Broadway actor Kevin 
Loomis, who understudied 
multiple roles during the 3 
1/2-year run of “Spider-Man: 
Turn Off the Dark,” has eager-
ly stepped into the lead.

In other productions of “A 
Christmas Carol,” Loomis 

played The Ghost of Christmas 
Present and Mr. Fezziwig, young 
Ebenezer’s boss, but he had not 
been considered for Scrooge. 

“It is such a transforma-
tional character,” said Loomis. 
“He does this complete 180, 
and you get to play both sides 
of the coin.”

Loomis praised the two Ti-
tan writers for their adaptation 
that pulls more heavily from 
the original text and includes 
additional scenes of a young 
Ebenezer as he begins his de-
scent into avarice and greed. 

“We get to see Scrooge 
meeting Marley when he was a 
young lad,” said Loomis. “You 
get to see his slow transforma-
tion to the religion of money. 
It’s wonderful to see the frui-
tion of this and to see how the 
seeds were sown.”

Loomis is also excited to 
see how audiences react to one 
change in particular created 
for The Ghost of Christmas 
Future. Without giving too 
much away, Loomis said it re-
ally digs the knife deeper into 
Scrooge as well as those watch-
ing the story unfold. 

“There is a little bit of 
Scrooge in all of us,” said 
Loomis. “And this is just a 
nudging to remind us to open 
our hearts the rest of the year. 
There is nothing wrong with 
being reminded.”

Continued from Page 1 

BOROUGH 
PLAYERS

Kevin Loomis is dressed as Ebenezer Scrooge in this publici-
ty shot for Titan Theatre Co.’s production of “A Christmas Carol.” 

Photo courtesy Titan Theatre Co. 

IF YOU GO
“It’s a Wonderful Life: A 
Live Radio Play”

When: Dec. 5 through Dec. 21
Where: The Chain Theatre, 
Cost: $18/adults, $15/
students and LIC residents, 
$9/children
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Website: www.chain-theatre.
org

“A Christmas Carol”

When: Dec. 11 through Dec. 21
Where: The Queens Theatre, 
14 United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: $25-$30
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

PATSY’S PIZZERIA
21-64 Utopia Parkway, Whitestone, NY

(on the corner of 22nd Avenue)
718.224.0200 | PatsysPizzeriaOfQueens.com

2

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

(718) 767-3100
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357

���������	

���
����

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

39-40 Bell Blvd. 
Bayside NY 11361
718.229.1100
unclejacks.com

UNCLE JACK’S
STEAKHOUSE

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  347-502-7274 
www.winetimedouglaston.com  

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com
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With lifetimes of experiences and seemingly 
everything they could ever want or need in 
life already at their disposal, seniors can be 

diffi cult to shop for come the holiday season. Many 
even insist that their family members save their 
money and not buy them anything for the holidays.

But if the thought of Grandma or Grandpa not 
having something to open come the holidays is sim-
ply unacceptable, consider the following gift ideas.

Activity assistance devices
The realities of getting older often mean the 

body slows down and activities may not be as easy 
as they used to be. 

Many active seniors are not ready to live seden-
tary lives, nor should they be forced to do so. Plenty 
of products exist that can make life easier and more 
comfortable for older adults.

Television-amplifying headphones are one prod-

for the special seniors 
in your life

uct that can be a great fi t for seniors, particularly 
those having diffi culty hearing their televisions. 
The headphones amplify the sound of the program-
ming without disturbing others in the room, and 
many such headphones even allow users to mute 
their televisions. 

This feature is perfect for someone who likes to 
watch TV while a spouse is sleeping or reading in 
the same room.

Other devices that can make life easier for se-
niors include magnifying products or bookholders. 
In addition, gel seat cushions can take pressure off 
of the spine in the car or at home. 

Food
Food is always a handy gift because it doesn’t 

Gift Ideas
Continued on page 50
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take up much room and 
can be enjoyed at a recipi-
ent’s leisure. Perhaps there 
is something the senior in 
your life used to enjoy as 
a child but now fi nds hard 
to come by. A search of the 
Internet may uncover that 
special treat. 

You may be able to ship a 
specialty soft drink or favor-
ite cookie that is not avail-
able in a nearby store. Oth-
erwise, ask a store manager 
if a particular item that’s 
not in stock in the store can 
be a special order.

Photos
What grandparent does 

not enjoy looking at his or 
her family members? Com-
puter-savvy men and women can use 
photo software to design personalized 
photo books, calendars, mugs, and 
other photo-related gifts. Just about 
anything can be emblazoned with a 
photo, including tote bags and pil-
lows. 

Another idea is to collect old pho-
tos and compile a memory book. Scan 
the images so they are preserved digi-
tally and then print out the images in 
a book that includes the family his-

tory.

Time
Seniors who truly do not want or 

need anything probably will likely 
jump at the opportunity to spend time 
with loved ones. Treat a friend or fam-
ily member to a meal out or simply 
spend a few hours chatting at his or 
her home. Sometimes the company of 
a new face and good conversation is 
the ideal gift.  

Continued from page 49

GIFTS

ELDERCARE TODAY

W inter is right around 
the corner. That means 
that most people will 

be trading in windbreakers 
and rakes for heavy coats and 
snow shovels. 

Winter can be a beautiful 
time of the year, but the snow 
and ice that covers the land-
scape in a pristine sheet of 
white can present certain haz-
ards as well.

Walking on ice can be ex-
tremely dangerous, partic-
ularly to those people who 
already may have mobility is-
sues, such as the elderly. Ac-
cording to the National Safety 
Council, slips and falls are the 
single largest cause of emer-
gency room visits. Slip and 
fall injuries also are the third 
largest cause of workplace in-
juries, says the Bureau of La-
bor Statistics. 

Many accidental falls oc-
cur from lack of stability or 
poor physical health. How-
ever, come winter, many falls 
can be attributed to walking 
on slippery surfaces covered 
with snow or ice. To avoid 

falls on ice, you might want to 
take certain precautions:

Change your walk
Adapting to the slippery 

conditions could help prevent 
some of the falls caused by 
snow and ice. 

When walking on ice, 
plant feet with toes facing out-
ward slightly, and then shuf-
fl e along. 

Hunching over a little and 
extending arms outward will 
help to lower your center of 
gravity and also offer a little 
more stability. 

Take short, fl at steps so 
that the heels and toes of your 
shoes stay in contact with the 
ground as much as possible 
and offer maximum surface 
contact.

Switch shoes
Flat shoes with rubber 

soles are more capable of grip-
ping the ice than other types 
of shoes. Contrary to popular 
belief, clunky winter boots 
may make walking more dif-
fi cult. Try rain boots instead, 

as rain boots typically have 
fl atter soles. 

There also are many differ-

ent types of shoe ice grips on 
the market that can be added 
to the soles of shoes. They eas-

ily slip on to offer more trac-
tion. Whenever possible, try 
to avoid shoes with already 
slippery soles or high heels. 
Carry these shoes with you 
and change after you are in-
side.

Remove shoes inside
Slips and falls can happen 

inside a home as well. Many 
people have tile or laminate 
entryways in their homes, 
and these entrances can be-
come quite slippery when 
snow-packed shoes warm up 
and the snow melts, creating a 
wet, slick surface. 

Avoid falls by placing mats 
by the front door and remov-
ing shoes when you enter. 
Stash a pair of slippers nearby 
into which you can change.

Falls on slippery surfaces 
can be quite dangerous, espe-
cially for seniors. Avoid trips 
to the emergency room for 
broken bones or abrasions by 
slowing down, dressing ap-
propriately, and walking on 
paths that have been cleared 
of snow and ice. 

PREVENT SLIPS AND FALLS THIS WINTER

Walking on ice can be extremely dangerous, particularly to those people 
who already may have mobility issues, such as the elderly. 
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LATE

, BY MADINA TOURE

A former teacher at John 
Bowne High School in Flush-
ing filed a federal lawsuit 
against the principal, Howard 
Kwait, over sexual harass-
ment and pressure to inflate 
grades Monday, court docu-
ments show. 

Maria Catenacci, who is 
openly gay, worked as a sci-
ence teacher at the school for 
17 years and also received her 
master’s degrees in education 
and school administration 
while teaching full time. 

In the suit filed in Brook-
lyn federal court, Catenacci 
claims Kwait, who became 
principal in September 2006, 
made sexual advances toward 
her on the school’s premises as 
well as at a retirement party 
for one of their colleagues. 

He also asked inappropri-
ate questions about her rela-
tionship with other female 
teachers, according to the law-
suit. Catenacci, who is openly 
gay, said she resigned after the 
city Department of Education 
failed to respond to her com-
plaints. 

Kwait, who is still the prin-
cipal at John Bowne, could not 
be reached for comment.

At a colleague’s retirement 
party, Kwait, who was drink-
ing alcohol, asked Catenacci 
to leave with him, the suit 

said. On another occasion, she 
alleged he straddled her. Cat-
enacci rejected his advances 
both times. In a 2010 incident, 
he told her that he “watched 
his mother rape his father” 
and that he “once molested a 
girl on his sink,”according to 
her suit.

She contended Kwait took 
away her power to oversee 
the budget for the Advanced 
Placement Science Research 
program she created. He re-
placed capable teachers in 
her science research program 
with less competent ones and 

refused to open seats to more 
accelerated students. The pro-
gram lost funding in 2005. He 
also denied her the opportuni-
ty to move up in leadership at 
the school, the lawsuit said.

He also made discrimina-
tory and sexual comments to 
her and yelled and screamed 
at her, the lawsuit alleged. He 
also asked her about her rela-
tions with other women, in-
cluding female teachers at the 
school and other female DOE 
employees. 

The lawsuit also claims 

Former Queens Village Re-
publican Club president Har-
vey E. Moder, 88, died Mon-
day.

Moder, responsible for the 
club’s revival more than 20 
years ago, remained active 
and attended board meetings 
until his death.

Moder led a life of service 
to his community, his coun-
try, and the Republican Party 
as a soldier, a teacher, and a 
leader.

A World War II veteran, 
Moder served in the Navy in 
the V-12 Officers Training 
Program. He also served 21 
years in the FDNY and retired 
from the Fire Department as a 
lieutenant.

Moder then taught science 
for 21 years in the New York 
City public school system, and 

also formed a voluntary JHS 
marching band.

Moder served as president 
of the Queens Braddock Civic 
Association and also devoted 
years of service in leadership 
training as a Boy Scout lead-
er, earning the Silver Beaver 
Award — the highest award in 
scouting.

One of Moder’s greatest 
passions was for the cause of 
American prisoners of war 
and Americans missing in 
action. He pursued this cause 
during his 50 years of leader-
ship in the American Legion 
as Queens County commander; 
10th district commander, and 
New York State Department 
Vice Commander. The Harvey 
E. Moder Hall was installed 
on the Creedmoor Campus by 
the Queens Village American 

Legion as a testament to his 
activism and leadership.

In 1993, Moder was honored 
by Congress for his heroic pur-
suit to fully account for the 
thousands of POW/MIA’s who 
were listed as missing from 
World War II, Korea, Vietnam 
and other conflicts. Moder or-
ganized rallies in front of the 
White House and United Na-
tions to bring awareness to 
this cause.

A few years ago, Moder re-
ceived the highest honor of the 
Queens Village Republican 
Club at the annual Lincoln 
Day Dinner — the Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

A wake will take place 
from 2-4 p.m. and 7-9 p.m. Sun-
day at R. Stutzmann & Son 
(224-39 Jamaica Ave., Queens 

A former teacher at the John Bowne School in Flushing has filed a law-
suit against Principal Howard Kwait.

Flushing principal faces 
sexual harassment suit

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 56

BY MADINA TOURE

The Police Department 
is questioning Trevis Hall, 
a former Golden Gloves box-
ing champion, about the fatal 
beating and stabbing death 
of Jamaica resident Marga-
rita Rivera near her Jamaica 
home, a spokeswoman for the 
NYPD said Wednesday. 

Rivera, 31, who lived on 
107-49 Watson Place in Jamai-
ca, was discovered with mul-
tiple stab wounds in the head 
and chest at 2:30 p.m. Mon-
day in front of 107-22 Watson 
Place, according to the NYPD 
spokeswoman. She was taken 
to Jamaica Hospital, where 
she was pronounced dead.

Witnesses said she was 
beaten in the head with a met-
al pipe and stabbed multiple 
times in the chest. Just hours 
after the incident, Hall, her 
ex-boyfriend, was discovered 
unconscious and intoxicated 

in a dumpster three miles 
away from the crime scene, 
DNAinfo.com New York re-
ported. He was not injured. 

New Legend Boxing, a 
boxing company based in 
Bellmore that hosts ama-
teur and professional boxing 
events, said it was interested 
in signing him but he recent-
ly signed with Dmitriy Salita 
Promotions. 

“We had a boxing gym a 
few years back and he used to 
come into the gym to practice 
boxing and he just seemed 
like a nice kid,” said Michael, 
an office worker at New Leg-
end Boxing, who asked that 
his last name not be used. “I 
was very, very surprised to 
hear what we heard. It was 
totally out of character for 
the kid we knew.” 

Hall was in custody and 
the investigation was ongo-
ing, the NYPD spokeswoman 
said.

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

 State Assemblyman Phil 
Goldfeder (D-Breezy Point) 
has called for an investiga-
tion by the MTA and Con Ed 
into why the Marine Park-
way bridge was recently shut 
down for as long as six hours, 
stranding tens of thousands 
of motorists.

 “Rockaway families, 
including my own, are geo-
graphically isolated with 
very limited options to access 
our homes and community,” 
Goldfeder said in a release. 
“The closure of the Marine 
Parkway Bridge, even for a 
short time, can put our fami-
lies at risk and is absolutely 
unacceptable. The MTA and 
Con Edison need to perform 
an immediate investigation 
into this situation and make 
repairs to ensure that this 
does noit happen again.”

  Goldfeder’s office re-
ported that about noon on 
Monday, Nov.24, residents 
first reported closures on 
the Marine Parkway Bridge 
to the assemblyman’s office. 
Damage to one of two Con 

Edison-maintained feeder 
cables supplying electricity 
to the bridge caused the dam-
age, according to the  MTA.

 As a result, the electrical 
drawbridge, which is regu-
larly raised to provide larger 
sea vessels access to and from 
Jamaica Bay, was left struck 
in the elevated position.

 The outage lasted into the 
evening rush hour, leaving 
tens of thousands of motor-
ists in long lines of traffic 
stretching on both sides of 
the bridge as well as onto the 
nearby Belt Parkway.

 According to reports, 
traffic across the bridge did 
not resume until after 6 p.m., 
at least six hours after the 
outage began.

In letters to Con Edison 
and the MTA, Goldfeder 
called on both to immediately 
perform an inspection of the 
bridge’s electrical infrastruc-
ture and to make all neces-
sary repairs. He emphasized 
the concerns of residents and 
civic leaders about the dan-
gers posed by malfunctions 
during emergency evacua-
tions.

Pol demands answer
to bridge shutdown

Boxer questioned
in Jamaica slaying

Queens GOP leader Moder dies



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 5–11, 201452    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

the federal government aban-
dons the fight, the hunger cri-
sis will only worsen.”

As a direct result of SNAP 
cuts, 92.9 percent of New York 
City food pantries and soup 
kitchens report that the cuts 
has “increased the number of 
our clients and/or increased 
the food needs of our existing 
clients.”

Nearly half said the de-
mand had risen “signifi-
cantly” and that they had to 
turn away clients, reduce the 
amount of food distributed 
per person, and/or limit their 
hours of operation.

The report, released at the 
Bread of Life Food Pantry 
in Long Island City, demon-
strates how the recent SNAP 
cuts, nearly $14 billion over 
the last year, coupled with a 
difficult economic recovery 
for low-income city residents, 
has made it an extremely 
tough year for hungry New 
Yorkers.

“Food insecurity and hun-
ger remain as devastating re-
alities for too many New York 
families,” U.S. Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) said. “The 
release of this data shows 

that there is more work left 
to be done to provide healthy, 
safe and nutritious food to the 
one-in-ten individuals who 
are food-insecure, and to the 
1.7 million children receiv-
ing subsidized school meals 
across New York state.”

Although Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo was able to take ad-
ministrative action to prevent 
some of the cuts from being 
implemented in New York 
state, federal mandates still 
reduced the household SNAP 
benefit in New York City by 
$19 per month, equaling a $228 
reduction in groceries per 
year.

“This administration is 
committed to working on a 
number of initiatives to in-
crease both access to food and 
purchasing power for fami-
lies who are food insecure,” 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said. 
“From increasing wages to 
focusing on closing the gap 
between people who are eli-
gible for SNAP and those get-
ting benefits to substantially 
increasing participation in 
free summer meals for over  8 
million children this year, we 
are ensuring that New York-
ers have food on their tables 
so they can begin to get back 
on their feet and contribute to 
our city’s growth.”

Village). The funeral service 
will be Monday, Dec. 8, begin-

ning with a reception at 9 a.m. 
and services at 10 a.m. at The 
Church on the Hill (167-07 35th 
Ave., Flushing).

In lieu of flowers, Moder’s 
wife, Mary, requests a dona-
tion to The Church on the 

Hill’s “Food for Kids” pro-
gram. Make checks payable 
to “Church on the Hill” for 
the program, which benefits 
kids in Jamaica elementary 
schools.

 ----Paul Jannace

LATE

Continued from Page 51 

Moder

Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

The second ROTC Army 
Brigade includes Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Connect-
icut, Massachusetts, Rhode Is-
land, New York, Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey and Germany.

The other high schools that 
have a JROTC program are 
Long Island City High School, 
Morris High School and Theo-
dore Roosevelt High School in 
the Bronx, Xavier High School 
in Manhattan, Fort Hamilton 
High School in Brooklyn and 
Port Richmond High School in 
Staten Island.

And this isn’t the first time 
that the program has received 
the distinction. Just three 
years after its JROTC program 
was formed in 1994, the school 
got an award of honor unit with 
distinction.

The program, which has 
about 1,025 students, consists of 
battalions, companies and pla-
toons. The battalions provide 
organizational leadership. The 
companies, which are interme-
diate leaders, provide purpose, 
direction and motivation to the 
platoons, which are the execu-
tors.

“The mission of the pro-
gram is to educate students 
to become better citizens,” 
Lahood said. “In doing so, we 
work with students to keep 
them in school, keep them on 
track and prepare them for 
graduation. This program has 
been successful as our students 
— the cadets that stay with the 
program — we have a 100 per-
cent graduation rate.”

The students’ community 
service projects include part-
nering with the Qdoba Mexi-
can Grill Restaurant to raise 
money for Habitat for Human-

ity New York City, partnering 
with the Applebee’s restaurant 
to raise money for St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital, 
planting flower bulbs in the 
Kissena Corridor Park in part-
nership with the office of U.S. 
Rep. Grace Meng (D-Bayside) 
and a food drive for City Har-
vest. About 500 students partic-
ipated in this year’s Veterans’ 
Day Parade.

The cross-country team, the 
Raiders, compete in Malina, 
Ga., every year, competitions in 
New York City and the Fort Dix 
competition. The drill team has 
won the National High School 
Drill Team Championships in 
Daytona Beach, Fla., twice.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 5 

ROTC
Continued from Page 5 

Hunger
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

St. John’s was more con-
cerned with what could have 
been instead of patting itself 
on the back for its best two 
performances of the season 
and the first real signs it is an 
NCAA tournament team.

The Red Storm had 10th-
ranked Gonzaga on the ropes 
in the final minutes before 
falling 73-66 in the NIT Season 
Tip-Off championship game 
last Friday night at Madison 
Square Garden. St. John’s, 
which beat Minnesota in the 
opener, got as close as 69-66 on 
a second straight 3-pointer by 
Phil Greene IV with a minute 
remaining in the game.

“We felt we should have 
won the game,” said Greene, 
who scored a game-high 20 
points. “We fought. We played 
hard. It just didn’t go our 
way.”

The Johnnies, who trailed 
by 15 early in the second half, 
had two chances to draw even. 

Rysheed Jordan, who had 18 
points and nine turnovers, 
was blocked near the baseline 
on a drive with 25 seconds 
left. Greene forced a turnover 
to get St. John’s the ball back, 
but Harrison was called for 
an offensive foul. Harrison 
had 15 points on just 4 of 16 
shooting. 

St. John’s (4–1) dug itself a 
hole after center Chris Obek-
pa picked up his fourth foul 
with 16:12 to go in the game. 
It led to the Johnnies, which 
lack depth in the frontcourt, 
to go small against a Gonzaga 
(6-0) team that plays three 
players 6-foot-10 or taller.

Greene buried a 3-pointer 
to pull St. John’s with three 
on the next possession, but 
Gonzaga went on a 13-1 run to 
go up 53-38. St. John’s settled 
for too many jumpers and Red 
Storm coach Steve Lavin also 
didn’t like the ease with which 
Gonzaga got to the basket.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Benjamin Cardozo has no 
plans for leaving the mountain 
top after winning the school’s 
first PSAL Class AA city title 
since 1999.

To get there again the 
Judges will rely on one of 
the five boroughs’ best back-
courts, but will need contri-
butions from a host of players 
who didn’t see a lot of minutes 
during last year’s champion-
ship run. Judges coach Ron 
Naclerio has used that as mo-
tivation for this group.

“I say listen, ‘The thrill of 
victory was great last year, 
just think about what it would 
be like to get the thrill of vic-
tory if you were on the court 
for 20-30 minutes this year,’” 
Naclerio said. 

If Cardozo is going to raise 
the banner again, it will need 
to lean heavily on its back-
court led by Rashond Salnave. 
The highly recruited junior 
was an All-Queens First Team 
selection by the TimesLedger 
Newspapers last season. Sal-
nave averaged 18 points per 
contest and hit the winning 
free throws in the title game.

Backcourt mate Elijah Mc-
Neely, a senior, also returns 
and will be asked to score 
more after the gradation of 
Marzuq Jimoh.

Amir Tutt and Tareq Co-
bourn are also expected to 
contribute. Junior varsity 
call up Jalen Burgess should 
add scoring off the bench. 
The biggest addition is Arch-
bishop Molloy transfer Aaron 
Walker. The super athletic 
junior guard could help form 
quite a trio with Salnave and 
McNeely.

“It is going to be hard for 
teams to guard us,” Salnave 
said.

The Judges will not be as 
big as they were up front last 
season with the graduations 
of Carl Balthazar and Fran-
cisco Williams.

Senior forward Armando 
Dunn, who is 6-foot-5, will be 

asked to shoulder much of the 
responsibly in the paint. Mal-
colm Hendricks and Tarik 
Howard add frontcourt depth. 
Dunn is ready to do whatever 
it takes to keep his team on 
top.

“I’m going to be that glue 
guy, the guy that scraps and 
does the dirty work, anything 
to help my team win,” he said.

Cardozo’s returning play-
ers understand this season 
will be different in the sense 
that the target is on it from 
the start.

It doesn’t want any team to 
take away its crown and will 
try to take it a step further. 
The Judges’ overtime loss 
to eventual state Federation 
champion Christ the King in 
the semifinals still sticks with 
the returning players.

Cardozo plays the Royals 
Jan. 11 in Middle Village and 
would love a March rematch.

“We want to run into them 
as much as we can,” Salnave 
said.

That means winning the 
PSAL first.

The Judges are by no 
means a team resting on its 
laurels with so many players 
wanting to taste what it is like 
to lead their school to a crown 
and just be a part of a champi-
onship team.

“I was a role player last 
year,” Dunn said. “Now I have 
to step up and all the other 
guys who didn’t play as much, 
we have to step up. It makes 
the job a little bit harder, but 
we are trying to work hard 
and get another city champi-
onship.”Continued on Page 55

Rashond Salnave will try to lead Cardozo to a second straight PSAL Class 
AA boys’ basketball title. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

D'Angelo Harrison takes a short jumper during the NIT Pre-Season 
Basketball Championship between St. John's and Gonzaga at Madison 
Square Garden in New York City Friday. Photo by Robert Cole

Young and hungry

St. John’s falls short 
against No. 10 Zags

Fresh-faced Cardozo eyes second straight PSAL title
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Dominique Toussaint, like 
many of her teammates, has 
waited her turn to take the 
reins of the Christ the King 
girls’ basketball program.

The junior guard, while get-
ting plenty of minutes, spent 
the last two years playing in 
the shadow of an 11-player se-
nior class that included Mc-
Donald’s All-American Sierra 
Calhoun. The pressure and 
responsibilities, especially on 
offense, now fall on Toussaint 
and backcourt mate Sydney 
Zambrotta. Toussaint, one of 
the city’s top defensive players, 
couldn’t be happier to be given 
them by Royals coach Bob 
Mackey.

“I have been waiting for this 
opportunity for two years,” 
she said. “I’ve been waiting 
for Mackey to come tell me to 
score more. For the last two 
years I have just been like a 
role player.”

The team is filled with play-
ers who were peripheral piec-
es to team success last year. 
Christ the King claimed the 

Brooklyn/Queens champion-
ship before losing to Nazareth 

in the CHSAA Class AA state 
final.

This year’s group wants to 
show it can keep the program 
among the state’s elite clubs.

“I think everybody feels 
that way,” Zambrotta said. “I 
feel like after last season los-
ing to Naz, I feel like we have 
something to prove to every-
body that even though we lost 
all those seniors I know that 
we still have a great team.”

Toussaint and Zambrotta 
each saw major minutes last 
year. They both handled the 
ball well enough to play point 
guard, but will each play on the 
wing instead because Christ 
the King needs them to score.

Senior Raven Dowling will 
run the offense at the point. 
Toussaint has the ability to get 
to the basket and has worked on 
her jumper and Zambrotta has 
proven throughout her career 
she can fill up a state sheet.

Mackey called athletic for-
ward Kayla Kinder the team’s 
missing link. Her ability to 
score, rebound and defend girls 
bigger than her could be a ma-
jor weapon for the Royals.

Ashlie Howell, a 6-foot-3 
center, is fully recovered from 
a foot injury and is CK’s only 

true size. That hasn’t stopped 
Mackey from seeing what 
could be from a team that’s 
going to rely on its speed and 
versatility.

“When they are all on one 
page, it is really fun,” he said. 
“We have had a couple of runs 
where they really got it going. 
Wow. Maybe we are a lot better 
than we thought.”

Evy Coles is the team’s 
backup point guard and 6-foot-
2 Jully Medna will provide size 
and rebounding off the bench 
for a squad that will go eight 
deep to start.

The Royals will not have 
dynamic guard Cynthia Perez 
after an she tore a ligament in 
her thumb and Mackey doesn’t 
expect her back until mid-Jan-
uary at the earliest.

Christ the King under-
stands this season is about a 
talented group growing up and 
flourishing in bigger roles af-
ter the departure of a success-
ful senior class.

“We have to step up,” Tous-
saint said. “We were under-
classmen last year. We have 
to prove we are just as good as 
they are.”

Injuries placed Michael 
Chiarovano into the spotlight 
early in the season for Xavier. 
The Maspeth native moved 
from fullback and the team’s 
second or third rushing op-
tion to the Knights’ premier 
back. He made his ascent even 
clearer with a dominant per-
formance in one of Xavier’s 
biggest games of the season.

Chiarovano, a junior, car-
ried the ball 40 times for 224 
yards and three touchdowns 
as the Knights held off rival 
Fordham Prep 35-34 in over-
time of the annual Turkey 
Bowl game on Thanksgiving 
Day at Fordham University’s 
Jack Coffey Field. The two 
schools have played annually 
since 1886. Chiarovano, who 
was named the game’s MVP, 
scored from 11 yards out in the 

extra session to provide the 
winning score in this year’s 
chapter of the game.

“I was just going for the 
first down,” he said. “I was 
just going for the three yards 
and it opened and I was just 
running.”

Xavier (6-7) had to rely 
heavily on him after its top 
three tailbacks broke their 
legs during the season and 
he was more than up to car-
rying the extra load. Chiaro-
vano is listed at 5-foot-7 and 
170 pounds, but he runs more 
like 205 pounds, according to 
Xavier coach Chris Stevens. 
The Xavier offensive line also 
dominated the entire game to 
give him plenty of running 
room.

“A couple of the plays I 
could see holes 10 yards wide,” 
Chiarovano said.

He has a knack for get-
ting the tough yards and even 
bringing a few defensive play-
ers with him if need be. He 
rushed for touchdowns of 1 
and 4 yards in the first quar-
ter and burst through defense 
for an 18-yard gain to set up 
another score in the third 

against Fordham Prep (11-3).
“He’s the toughest runner 

we have, so when it is close, 
you better give it to him be-

cause he fights for the extra 
yard,” Stevens said. “He is 
a physical kid, very hard to 
tackle.”

After all Chiarovano did, 
he still had to watch from the 
sidelines to see if his team was 
going to seal the victory. Xavi-
er needed to stuff Fordham’s 
two-point conversion run in 
overtime or it might not have 
been such a happy Thanksgiv-
ing. Chiarovano couldn’t wait 
to celebrate.

“I couldn’t breathe,” he 
said. “It was crazy. My heart 
was pounding. I was three 
yards on the field by the time 
the play was over.”

Without Chirovano, there 
likely isn’t any joy or a happy 
end to a season that included 
a trip to the CHSFL Class AA 
semifinals. He kept Xavier go-
ing after injuries decimated 
its backfield, just like he never 
stops running on the field.

“I know from the whole sea-
son he is going to make a hit 
and he isn’t going to go down 
the first time,” Stevens said. 
“You better be ready with a 
second guy because he is go-
ing to keep running.”

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Xavier's Michael Chiarovano, a Maspeth native, was named MVP of the an-
nual Thanksgiving Day game against Fordham Prep. Photo by Robert Cole 

Dominique Toussaint (l.), along with many of her teammates, is 
stepping into a much bigger role this season for Christ the King. 

Photo by Steve Solomonson

Chiarovano writes special chapter in old rivalry

New CK stars eager to prove themselves
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

In the preseason, the St. 
John’s women’s basketball team 
talked about how its length and 
athleticism would give opposing 
offenses trouble and how guard 
Aliyyah Handford’s jumper 
shot was much improved.

Both were evident in a 
lopsided 71-49 victory over 
Wagner at Carnesecca Arena 
Sunday afternoon The Red 
Storm’s aggressiveness and 
quickness advantage stifled 
the Wagner offense in the first 
half. SJU held the Seahawks 
to just seven field goals and 
25 percent shooting. The Red 
Storm led 37-16 at the break 
and never looked back.

“We came out more ready 
today than we were the last 
couple of games defensively,” 
St. John’s coach Joe Tartamel-
la said. “I was very happy to 
see us disrupt what they were 
trying to do.”

As the Seahawks struggled 
for good looks because of St. 
John’s hands constantly in 
their faces, nearly everything 
seemed to fall early for the Red 
Storm. They jumped out to a 
12-0 lead and used a 15-2 run 
to go up 32-8 with 5:38 to go in 
the first half. Handford scored 
a game-high 21 points on 10 of 
14 shooting and added eight re-
bounds. Six of the junior’s buck-
ets were quality and in rhythm 
jump shots.

“I felt great about my shot 
selections,” Handford said. “I 
didn’t rush any shots.”

Wagner crept back into the 
game late. Rockaway Park na-
tive Jasmine Nwajei scored a 
team-high 21 points. Her layup 
pulled the Seahawks (0-5) with-
in 58-41 with 6:12 to go in the 
game. St. John’s starters came 
back in to close out the contest.

Amber Thompson scored 

14 points and grabbed 10 re-
bounds for St. John’s, which 
got 14 points from its bench. 
Danaejah Grant. Lyndsay 
Rowe and Ugo Nwaigwe each 
had eight points for a Wagner 
team that features four play-
ers from Queens.

St. John’s (5-0) is off the 

best start in Tartamella’s 
three seasons at the helm, in-
cluding wins over Florida and 
Marist.

The Red Storm were picked 
to finish second in the Big 
East this season after reach-
ing the title game and a fifth 
straight NCAA tournament a 

year ago. There is still plenty 
of progress to be made, but the 
strong start has been encour-
aging to see.

“It’s always good to be un-
defeated,” Thompson said. 
“But we got to work harder 
and bring more each time to 
maintain that.”

Red Storm guard Aliyyah Handford drives to the basket during a win over Wagner College.  
Photo courtesy of St. John’s Athletics/Vincent Dusovic

Red Storm blow past Wagner
The Red Storm’s smaller 

lineup, which included Jamal 
Branch, eventually caused 
problems for the Zags as it be-
came more aggressive. When 
that changed, so did the game.

“Coach emphasized that we 
attack the rim just like they 
were,” Green said.

Sir’Dominic Pointer epito-
mized St. John’s attacking men-
tality and sparked a 19-9 run 
that made it just 62-57 with 3:24 
remaining. He had nine points, 
nine rebounds, five assists and 
four steals. The Red Storm man-
aged to be even with Gonzaga 
on the boards, to no surprise to 
Zags coach Mark Few.

“They are quick. They are 
athletic. They are opportunis-
tic and strong hands,” he said. 
“They go after it.”

What St. John’s wasn’t able 
to get was a second resume-
building win for the NCAA 
tournament. Few think the Red 
Storm have the ability to make 
the big dance after watching 
his team battle with them. The 
Red Storm isn’t worried about 
that just now, just the opportu-
nity it missed.

“We expect to win,” Lavin 
said, “so there is disappoint-
ment we didn’t finish it off.”

St. John’s
Continued from Page 53
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from the endeavour will be 
donated to the Bayside His-
torical Society.

Deputy Inspector Jason 
Huerta of the 111th Police Pre-
cinct spoke at the CB11 meet-
ing and alerted community 
members to telephone scams 
whose callers trick them into 
buying money cards for them. 
They fall prey to these scams 
involving Green Dot Money 
Pak cards. Residents receive 
phone calls claiming they are 

collecting debts from either a 
utility company or the Inter-
nal Revenue Service.

And CB11’s Education 
Committee members said 
they have met with Daniella 
Giunta, the new superinten-
dant for School District 26, 
covering Bayside and the sur-
rounding area. The commit-
tee’s chairmen Laura James 
and Alim Gafar, said Giunta 
plans to complete visiting all 
the schools in the district by 
the holiday vacation to get 
suggestions about the cur-
rent needs of the academic 
institutions.

otis and Maria Kontolemakis 
noticed that sales were not as 
deep this year.

“I found the prices a little 
higher than last year,” Kazne-
siotis, a Whitestone resident, 
said. “But I did find everything 
I needed, especially Christmas 
gifts for the family.”

“It’s a hit or miss, basically,” 
said Kontolemakis, who lives 
in Bayside. “This was my first 
Black Friday shopping.” 

They were shopping for 
themselves and for the family, 
of course. They basically found 
everything they were looking 
for Christmas gifts.

“Family is first, but we take 
care of ourselves, too,” they 
said.

Since her son has baking 
 camp near Austin Street in 
Forest Hills, Woodside resident 
Becky Rumayor, 45, took advan-
tage of the free time to do some 

Black Friday shopping.
She got a navy blue hooded 

winter robe, a couple pairs of 
gloves, three hats, three black 
Polos and a black T-shirt for 
gym class for her 6-year-old son 
for only $50 at Children’s Place. 
She also spent $75 at Victoria’s 
Secret and bought black skinny 
jeans for $24.99 at Ann Taylor 
Loft.

Bagriculture, a secondhand 
store that sells designer bags, 
held a soft opening Black Fri-
day, its second location. 

Brand names like Louis 
Vuitton and Gucci were sold 
for $199 or less — bags that typi-
cally go for $500 to $2,500. The 
store made $20,000 in store and 
online sales. By close to 11 a.m., 
at least 10 people showed up 
and more than 100 people were 
expected to appear.

“There’s a high demand for 
this,” Sara Bahri, the store’s 
manager, said. “A lot of people 
are happy we’re here.”

Furniture stores also joined 
in on the Black Friday fun. Ron 
Ruben, manager of Beverly 
Hills Furniture, was offering 

up to 50 percent off furniture. A 
living room that would normal-
ly cost $3,000 was marked down 
for $1,499 and a beige couch 
that usually sold for $1,600 was 
marked down for $999.

About a dozen people came 
in by 12:30 p.m., and a total of 40 
people were expected to show 
up, Ruben said. “We just have 
various price slashes through-
out the store,” he said.

Business was a bit slower on 
Jamaica Avenue in downtown 
Jamaica, but some business 
had a little success. Jamaica 
Avenue Designers was selling 
three suits for $200 and 10 per-
cent to 15 percent off of suits 
and other items.

About 50 people turned up 
by noon, with more than 100 
people expected to show up, 
said Honore Bernadin Gogoua, 
the store’s owner.

“Yesterday  business was 
pretty good,” Gogoua said. 
“People also came yesterday in 
anticipation of coming today, so 
we expect to do more as usual 
but if we have $2,000, that will 
be a good target for us.”

many crashes and too many 
horse deaths and injuries to 
justify the continuation of this 
industry.”

Dromm said he, like many 
animal rights groups, includ-
ing the People for the Ethical 
treatment of Animals  and the 
American Society for the pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals, 
stands “in this struggle against 
animal cruelty.”

NYCLASS, a nonprofit an-
imal-rights group, pushed for 
the horse-drawn carriage ban 
during the mayoral campaign, 
bashing De Blasio’s chief rival, 
Christine Quinn. The group 
held a rally Wednesday in front 
of City Hall insisting the ban go 
forward.  

But de Blasio’s plans infuri-
ated horse carriage drivers.

“This is unacceptable be-
cause it’s just a matter of a per-
sonal agenda,” said Stephen 
Macome, who has been work-
ing in the industry for the past 
27 years.

He is the son of a Bayside 
couple who started in the 
business in 1964. “This is ludi-
crous,” he said.

The City Council is up for 
a strong dialectical battle. A 
dozen or so members favor the 
bill, another dozen oppose it, 
and about 26 members are un-
decided.

It is unclear if the bill will 
garner enough support. For the 
bill to be approved, it needs the 
favorable vote of at least 26 City 
Council members.

The mayor will try to lobby 
councilmen to his side.

“We will begin the process 
of talking through with coun-
cil members,” de Blasio told a 
news conference. Tuesday. “I 
have a lot of confidence that the 
common sense will win the day 
here, that it doesn’t make sense 
to have horses in the middle of 
the streets of the busiest city in 
the country.”

Public opinioned is not that 
divided. According to four 
polls conducted by Quinnipiac 
University between January 
and September, support for the 
removal of horse-drawn car-
riages was between 24 and 28 

percent, while between 66 and 
61 percent of those polled op-
pose it.  

Councilman Costa Costan-
tinides (D-Astoria) is a support-
er of the horse-drawn carriage 
industry. He asked his col-
leagues in the City Council “to 
take a strong look at a bill that 
will put hundreds of families 
out of work because of a philos-
ophy, because of a feeling.”

Costantinides, noting car-
riage horse drivers were never 
convicted of animal cruelty, es-
timated the industry is the live-
lihood of about 350 families.

“This is an industry well-
regulated, one that has no ani-
mal cruelty convictions, so it’s 
very strange some continue to 
support the ban,” the lawmaker 
said.

City Councilman Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens), also 
opposes the ban.

 “I cannot support the horse 
carriage ban unless a replace-
ment has been proven to be vi-
able,” he said.

I. Daneek Miller, chairman 
of the Committee on Civil Ser-
vice and Labor, does not sup-
port the ban. 

“While the proposed legis-
lation to ban horse carriages 
has not yet been officially in-
troduced into the Council, I am 
looking forward to reviewing 
the provisions in this bill,” he 
pointed out. “With that said, I 
am greatly concerned for the 
300-plus workforce employed 
by this industry. Until we have 
more details about this legisla-
tion, I cannot support such a 
ban.”

 Others, like Councilman 
Ydanis Rodriguez (D-Manhat-
tan), chairman of the Transpor-
tation Committee, back the bill. 
He said the legislation “would 
ensure that in New York ani-
mal rights are in line with hu-
man rights.”

The bill allows for the use of 
horse-drawn carriages on pa-
rades and film sets.

Before the legislation comes 
to a vote, there is a six-month 
environmental review of the 
proposed bill.

The proposal would offer 
the affected industry workers 
jobs as green-taxi drivers. 

Animal-rights supporters, 
led by NYCLASS, a nonprofit, 
rallied on Wednesday in front 

to City Hall to push for the re-
moval of the horse-drawn car-
riages.

The union that represents 
the horse carriage drivers 
criticized the mayor’s inten-
tions. “This is awful news to 
give a working family just be-
fore the holidays,” said George 
Miranda, president of Team-
sters Joint Council 16. “At least 
three hundred carriage drivers 
will be unemployed if this bill 
is passed.”

Miranda added, “Our mem-
bers are horse people. It is all 
they have ever done and all 
they want to do.”

Macome loves his job. This 
is the best little business in 
the world,” said Macome, who 
also serves as a  spokesman for 
the carriage horse drivers in 
the city. “My father was in the 
industry. I have been around 
horses and carriages all my 
life.” 

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4564.
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ening of dreams and make a 
child safe and secure, the fam-

ily says.
Erin adds that a significant 

portion of the proceeds are do-
nated to a children’s charity 
of Lyla’s choice. “It’s a great 
learning experience for all my 
kids,” she said.

Continued from Page 9 

Inventor

rience for me because John 
was committed 100 percent to 
the job.”

Campi’s love of pranks was 
the stuff of office legend, said 
Polizano. He recalled how the 
good-humored bigwig pulled a 
fast one on former Co-publish-

er Fred Drasner when Drasner 
began appearing in television 
commercials depicting the 
Daily News as a slick, urban 
tabloid and rival Newsday as 
a country bumpkin, complete 
with city scenes and barnyard 
animals.

“One holiday, John actually 
had a cow brought up to Fred 
as a gift,” Polizano laughed.

Continued from Page 6 

Campi

that he asked her to inflate 
students’ grades in June 2010. 

Catenacci reported his 
behavior to the city Office of 
Special Investigation, but no 

action was taken either time, 
the lawsuit alleges. Catenacci 
resigned from her position as 
a result.

She is seeking reimburse-
ment for attorneys’ fees and 
the cost of litigation in the sex-
ual harassment and discrimi-
nation suit.

Former teacher Sally Maya 
also filed a federal lawsuit 
against Kwait Tuesday, say-
ing that Kwait turned against 
her after she went on leave due 
to her pregnancy in 2009 and 
ridiculed her in front of other 
staffers, according to the New 
York Post.

Continued from Page 51 
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Services:
- Sales and leasing of any new / used car

- Full pick up and delivery services 
 ( domestic and international )

- Special fi nancing and leasing arrangements

- Full concierge services

- Full service customized ( audio, wheels, etc. )

Looking for a particular vehicle in NY? 
Allow Dancy Automotive Group to 
locate the car of your dreams

NO FEES! JUST ADD TAX AND TAGS! MUST FINANCE WITH DEALER. PRICE INCLUDES CUSTOMER LOYALTY REBATE. THANK YOU 
FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO EARN YOUR BUSINESS. Monthly payment based on down payment of $3995. Financed for 75 months at 2.9% 
APR. All Payments exclude taxes & DMV fees. All Payments include customer loyalty rebate. Must be approved through primary lender. Severity 
and credit may affect down payment and terms. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Exp. 12-31-14 Not responsible for typo errors. 

105 Northern Blvd. Great Neck, NY 11021
888-594-9380

www.dancyautomot ive .com
DMV# 7114556

NOW OPEN
7 DAYS!

2011 Infi niti FX35
Stk#141800, navigation, leather, 52,174 miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$299
BUY IT FOR

$23,500

per mo.
75 mos.

2006 Mercedes Benz S65 AMG
Stk#474312, moonroof, leather, 66,561 miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$289
BUY IT FOR

$22,795

per mo.
75 mos.

2011 BMW X5
Stk#412903, navigation, leather,60K miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$330
BUY IT FOR

$25,645

per mo.
75 mos.

2011 Porsche Cayenne 
Stk#A45058, moonroof, leather, 50,782 miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$511
BUY IT FOR

$37,995

per mo.
75 mos.

2011 Dodge Challenger R/T
Stk#504902, V-8, 6 spd Hemi, 18k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$285
BUY IT FOR

$22,495

per mo.
75 mos.

2012 Jeep Wrangler Rubicon 
Stk#206899, lthr, hard top, V6, 15k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$352
BUY IT FOR

$27,144

per mo.
75 mos.

2009 Range Rover SUPERCHARGED
Stk#300749, Strut pkg, V8, 19k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$540
BUY IT FOR

$39,985

per mo.
75 mos.

2014 Rolls Royce Wraith
Stk#X84776, DVD, navigation, 29 miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$4,320
BUY IT FOR

$299,000

per mo.
75 mos.

Understanding the lifestyles of today’s consumer, 
we have mastered the concept of customer service.
Founded on honesty and integrity, we will continue 
to be leaders in our industry.
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