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The Friends of Brinckerhoff 
Colonial Cemetery Inc. is put-
ting pressure on the city to find 
a buyer for the long-neglected 
graveyard in Fresh Meadows 
which dates back to the early 
18th century. 

The non-profit is trying to 
raise the $150,000 needed to buy 
the property on 182nd Street 
between 69th and 73rd avenues 
in Fresh Meadows from its cur-
rent owner, Linda’s Cai Trad-
ing, and clean the site up, said 
Yolanda Delacruz Gallagher, 
the non-profit’s president.

The property has no fenc-
ing, broken sidewalks, fallen 
trees and overgrown weeds 
and bushes, and the headstones 
were either stolen or swallowed 
by the ground.

“We are trying to ask city 
government, our public offi-
cials, our councilmen to buy 
back the property from Linda’s 
Cai,” Gallagher said. “This 
property — since it has a histor-
ical essence — it has to be a city 
property. It cannot be in private 
hands.”

Friends of Brinckerhoff was 
formed in September to pre-
serve and renovate the ceme-
tery as well as facilitate the 
cemetery’s purchase from 

BY BILL PARRY

The Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission reversed 
course and decided against 
holding a vote this week that 
would “decalendar” the iconic 
Pepsi sign in Long Island City 
as well as seven other historic 
properties in Queens. “Cal-
endaring” is the first step in 
the public review process that 
gives structures protection 
from redevelopment or demo-
lition.

The proposed vote angered 
preservationists and politi-
cians alike as nearly 100 sites  
citywide were on the “not-
quite-landmarks” roster.

“The commission has de-
cided not to proceed on Dec. 
9 and take a pause to consider 
feedback on aspects of the 
proposal,” LPC Chairwoman 
Meenakshi Srinivasan said.

 “We remain committed to 

making the Landmarks Com-
mission more effective and 
responsive in its work and to 
clearing a backlog of items 
that have sat for decades so 
that we can focus on today’s 
preservation opportunities.”

John Jay Professor Jeffrey 
Kroessler, a central figure in a 
protracted campaign that des-
ignated Sunnyside Gardens a 
historic district in 2007, was 
delighted. 

“It’s a great sign of commu-
nications between the com-
mission and its public,” he 
said. “It also shows how active 
and passionate the preserva-
tionist are.”

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside),  whose district is 
home to four of the sites, was 
one of the first elected officials 
to speak out last week.

“I applaud the LPC and 
Chairwoman Srinivasan in 
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BY MADINA TOURE

Three Queens men and 
one Manhattan man were 
charged with “Fast and Furi-
ous” movie-style drifting at 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, Queens District Attor-
ney Richard Brown said last 

week.
Richmond Hill residents 

Kareem Ali, 26, and Michael 
Mahabir, 27; Maspeth resident 
Joel Santiago, 26; and Manhat-
tan resident Darren Tang, 24, 
were charged with reckless 
endangerment and other ille-
gal acts for allegedly drifting, 

a type of driving that involves 
high speeds and skidding on 
sidewalks, the DA said. They 
were seen performing stunt 
driving in a parking lot before 
spectators, according to the 
DA. 

“Cars are not toys. Driv-

A relative breaks down in the aftermath of a fatal fire that 
took the life of 64-year-old Antoinette Natale over the week-
end. The blaze broke out in a back bedroom of the Oakland 
Gardens home on 64th Avenue off Springfield Boulevard, fire 
officials said. She was found still in her bed. Natale, who re-
portedly lived alone,  is believed to have died of smoke in-
halation. More than 60 firefighters were called to the 
scene, but the fire moved too quickly to save the woman.  

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Non-profi t 
hopes to save 
old graveyard

LIC sign safe
as an agency
hears uproar
Preservationists cheer LPC retreat

‘Fast & Furious’ drivers charged

FATAL FIRE

Continued on Page 56
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

As two massive projects 
alter the landscape of the Kew 
Gardens Interchange, the 
state announced it secured 
something for another kind of 
commuter — straphangers.

The state Department 
of Transportation unveiled 
Tuesday a new entrance to the 
Briarwood/Van Wyck E and 
F train station located on the 
northern side of Queens Bou-
levard. The entrance had been 
shuttered since August 2012 as 
crews worked on widening the 
Van Wyck Expressway, state 
DOT Commissioner Joan Mc-
Donald said.

The new entrance features 
a stylized glass and stain-
less steel canopy, a wider 
staircase, improved light-
ing and new wall and floor 
tiles. DOT said an elevator 
will be installed by fall 2015 
and the station is also due for 
landscaping work, sidewalks 
and new concrete pavement. 
In total, the state said it has 
budgeted $14 million for im-
provements to the station, 
which includes the construc-
tion of a new entrance on the 
southern side of Queens Bou-
levard in August 2012 and a 
tunnel underneath the Van 

Wyck.
Several elected officials 

praised the entrance’s debut.
“The reopening of the Bri-

arwood/Van Wyck station is 
a welcome relief for the Bri-
arwood community,” state 
Assemblywoman Michael 
Simanowitz (D-Flushing). 
“Thank you to New York 
State DOT and their contrac-
tor for overcoming all the 
obstacles they encountered 
on this project and getting it 
done before the coming win-
ter season.”

The Kew Gardens Inter-
change, which includes the 
intersection of the Grand 
Central Parkway, the Van 
Wyck Expressway, the Jack-
ie Robinson Parkway and 
Union Turnpike, is undergo-
ing two major projects.

The first, $152 million ini-
tiative involves reconstruct-
ing a half-mile section of the 
Van Wyck south of the in-
terchange, adding auxiliary 
lanes to it near the airport, 
constructing a dedicated 
southbound exit lane onto Hill-
side Avenue, revamping the 
eastbound Queens Boulevard 
exit ramp, reconstructing six 
bridges over the Van Wyck as
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BY JUAN SOTO

Hundreds of Bayside chil-
dren and neighbors took over 
Bell Boulevard’s roadway and 
sidewalks on a cold evening 
Sunday. There were no cars al-
lowed on the busy commercial 
strip, at least for a while.

They all participated in the 
first children’s holiday parade 
held in Bayside in 10 years.

“We did great,” said City 
Councilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside) after the crowd gath-
ered at the LIRR station to see 
a few performances and the of-
ficial Christmas tree lighting. 
“This was the first children’s 
parade in Bell Boulevard since 
2004 and each year we are go-
ing to get bigger and bigger.”

The Bayside-Whitestone Li-
ons Club and volunteers from 
the Holy Cross High Schools 
tried to keep the crowd warm 
by treating the paradegoers 
with hot chocolate and hot 
dogs. 

The traditional parade was 
headed by the NYPD March-
ing Band, followed immediate-
ly by the Queens Dance Proj-
ect. There were also students 
from the St. Andrew Avellino 
School Chorus and the Lan-
drum School of Performing 
Arts. 

Also joining the march, 
organized by Vallone’s office 
and the Bayside Village Busi-
ness Improvement District, 
there were the Manna Church 
Korean School, the Korean 
American Parent Association 
of Greater New York, the Kore-
an American Association, the 
Korean American Association 
of Queens, the Auburndale 
Soccer Club, PS 169 and Bell 
Academy Schools, the Alley 
Pond Environmental Center, 
Baybridge Optical of Bayside, 
the 111th Precinct Commu-
nity Council and Explorers, 
the Whitepoint Youth Football 
Team, PS 79, the NYPD Cer-

emonial Unit and St. Mary’s 
Hospital for Children. Closing 
the parade was a Fire Depart-
ment float featuring, of course, 
Santa Clause.

The only cars allowed on 
Bell Boulevard were the re-
stored classic vehicles that 
took part in the march.

In Flushing, dozens of kids 
celebrated the winter solstice 
and the tree lighting ceremo-
ny at the Queens Botanical 
Garden Sunday.

The children took a tour 
of the garden, during which 
they learned about some of the 
plants at the living museum. 

“They are very curious 
and interested,” said Neera 
Bhamlon, a botanist and edu-
cator at the Botanical Garden, 
which also got into the holiday 
spirit. 

The pleasant afternoon 
also included a botanical craft 
seminar and activities, as well 

as a concert right before the 
official Christmas tree light-
ing by the Rough Dozen accap-
pella group.

Santa Clause greeted chil-
dren at the Botanical Garden 
and took pictures with the 
kids.  

And on Wednesday, the 
nonprofit organization Com-
munity Mayors, Inc. hosted 
Operation Santa Claus at JFK. 
State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayisde) joined the welcoming 
committee. 

Thousands of physically 
and mentally handicapped 
children watched Santa Claus 
arrive in a Delta Air Lines 
shuttle. The kids then received 
toys in one of the airport’s 
hangar.

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued on Page 9

As part of the ongoing Kew Gardens Interchange project, the 
state revamped the Briarwood subway station entrance. 

Photo Courtesy of the New York State Department of Transportation

Santa wishes everyone a Merry Christmas moments before the official 
tree and Menorah lighting at Bayside.  Photo by Juan Soto

New subway entrance
unveiled in Briarwood

Bayside revives parade 
Kids march on Bell Boulevard to light Christmas tree 
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
Kew Gardens Hills resident 

Michael Rollhaus isn’t your 
average furniture company 
owner.

When he’s not building bar 
stools, French bistro chairs 
or sofas or collecting uncon-
ventional ties, he’s climbing 
the stairs of famous buildings 
such as the Chicago Presiden-
tial Towers and the Empire 
State Building.

“Almost everything I do 
is really whacky. None of my 
friends are into manufactur-
ing,” said Rollhaus, 57, who 
has been running Rollhaus 
Seating Products in Long Is-
land City for the past 42 years. 
“How many people manufac-
ture furniture, which is some-
what creative? How many peo-
ple climb steps for fun? People 
might do running for fun, but 
it’s a very underrated sport. I 
also collect ties. I always wear 
funky ties.”

And this Friday morning, 
he will be climbing 147 flights 

of stairs in the Azrieli Center, 
a group of skyscrapers in Tel 
Aviv, Israel, for the third time, 
along with 29 other climbers 
— an elite group that climbs 
all three towers.

He teamed up with Stand-
ing Together, a non-profit that 
supports Israeli soldiers on 
active duty, to raise money 
for their members who have 
been dispatched to northern 
Israel, which is typically cold 
and wet.  Rollhaus, who is an 
Orthodox Jew, raised about 
$5,000 to fund winter gear for 
the Israel Defense Forces.

“My father, he fought in 
World War II in the Pacif-
ics,” Rollhaus said. “He was 
a soldier and he was really 
all alone. He didn’t know if 
anyone cared for him and if 
he would make it back or not. 
He was about 21, 22. You’re 
all alone. Just to get a slice of 
pizza, warm socks, that you’re 
not a forgotten soldier is a 
worthwhile endeavor.”

A resident of Kew Gardens 
Hills, Rollhaus received his 

bachelor’s degree in econom-
ics at the City College in 1976 
and studied finance at New 
York University’s Business 
School for a year and a half.

For the last 42 years, Roll-
haus has been running his fa-
ther’s business, Rollhaus Seat-
ing Products. The business 

was initially based in Manhat-
tan before finally settling in 
Long Island City three years 
ago. He has been married to 
his wife for nearly 28 years 
and they have three daugh-
ters, ages 22, 25 and 27.

After he quit baseball, he 
was looking for another sport 

to fill the void. He began climb-
ing the stairmaster at the gym 
on a regular basis and got into 
the sport. His climbing adven-
tures include climbing the 
Chicago Presidential Towers, 
the Aon Building in Chicago, 
the Top of the Rock and the 
Empire State Building in any-
where from 18 minutes and 55 
seconds to 28 minutes.

He previously climbed the 
Azrieli skyscrapers in 55 min-
utes in 2012 and 51 minutes in 
2013. This year, he hopes to 
break even and do it in 50 min-
utes.

The complete winter gear 
package for the Israeli soldiers 
includes a waterproof fleece 
jacket, a thermal undershirt, 
gloves and three pairs of 
socks. The essential package 
includes a waterproof fleece 
jacket, gloves and socks.

David Landau, founder of 
Standing Together, delivers 
pizza to the soldiers at the 
outposts in a hot oven. The 
non-profit’s accomplishments 

Rollhaus Seating Products owner Michael Rollhaus celebrates after 
climbing the Azrieli skyscrapers in 2013.  Photo courtesy Michael Rollhaus

Queens business owner scales Azrieli towers
Veteran stair climber to tackle Tel Aviv skyscrapers to fund winter gear for Israeli soldiers

NO–LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses 
w/ Metal Frames

$9999
Exam Not Included

12/28/14

VARILUX
Progressive Lenses
(No–Line Bifocals)
w/ Metal Frames

$16999
12/28/14

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES

$6999

Including Free Eye Exam
12/28/14

BUY 1 PAIR 
OF GLASSES

 RECEIVE 1 PAIR 
OF EQUAL OR LESSER 

VALUE*
*Some Restrictions May Apply.

12/28/14

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be 
combined with any other offers, promotions, 

specials, union or insurance plans. 
Coupon must be presented at time of sale.

Accepting Most Insurance Plans
Including Blue Cross, Blue Shield,  Blue View &

 Most Eyemed Insurance. WE ARE A GVS PROVIDER.

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside

718–279–2020
Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 10 - 530  - 730  - 430

OF BAYSIDE

www.eyesupplyofbayside.com

Pay for One Eye Exam
& Get up to 3 Exams Free!

Limited Time Only!

Continued on Page 9

Discover the Treasures Within

Fashion 
Boutique

Accessories
and GiftsPippy & Lily

Handmade vintage jewelry  Gold and silver monogram necklaces and bracelets
Parisian soaps and coconut candles  Warm and cozy New England throws

HOME DECOR DESIGN STUDIO
(Located within the boutique)

Custom Window Treatments  Upholstery
Home Improvement  Painting  Kitchens  Bathrooms

COMPLIMENTARY ESTIMATES

161-05 29 Ave., Flushing, NY 11358 

COMPLIMENTARY
GIFT WRAPPING



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 12–18, 20144    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

BY JUAN SOTO
 
The race is on and it looks 

like there could be a photo-
finish shot at the City Hall 
race track.

With the City Council 
divided over the proposed 
horse-drawn carriage ban, 
organizations, elected offi-
cials and unions are coming 
out to take a stand on the con-
troversial bill introduced by 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) and 
strongly favored by Mayor 
Bill de Blasio.

Banning the industry was 
one of the mayor’s campaign 
promises. The legislation calls 
for an end to horse-drawn car-
riages by the mid 2016.

“We took a stand for the 
protection of our animals,” 
said Dromm, and the bill’s co-
sponsor, Ydanis Rodríguez.

On Monday, no one held 
their horses as the two sides 
held rallies two hours apart 
on the steps of City Hall.   .

About 100 animal-rights 
advocates called on the Coun-
cil to pass the bill to ban the 
industry. Among them was 
NYCLASS, a nonprofit that 
pushed for the abolishment of 
the industry during last year’s 
mayoral campaign. The orga-
nization bashed de Blasio’s 
main opponent, former City 
Council Spekaer Christine 

Quinn, in a media blitz.
PETA joined with NY-

CLASS to cheer the introduc-
tion of the bill by Dromm and 
Rodríguez. The animal rights 
group said the ban “will in-
crease the welfare of our 
horses by taking them off of 
our streets and to a safe ha-
ven where they can thrive.”
Before there is a final vote 
on the bill, the proposed leg-
islation will have to pass the 

Council’s Transportation 
Committee and then undergo 
an environmental impact re-
view for six months.

Both sides of the issues are 
confident the bill’s welfare is 
going to go their way.

“Our horses can no longer 
be forced to share our bustling 
roadways with buses, am-
bulances, taxis and trucks,” 
Dromm and Rodríguez said. 

The sentencing of former 
Bayside City Councilman 
Daniel Halloran has been put 
on hold.

A spokesman for U.S. At-
torney Preet Bharara’s office 
said the sentencing was post-
poned from an initial Dec. 5 
date in White Plains Federal 
Court but no new date has 
been scheduled.

Halloran, who was found 
guilty on five counts in a fed-
eral corruption case this sum-
mer, was slated to appear in 
court this Friday to discuss a 
sealed, pending application.

His attorney, Vinoo  former 
councilman guilty of schem-
ing with two undercover FBI 
operatives he believed were 
developers to direct discre-
tionary funding to a fake char-
ity and ultimately to all of 

their pockets.
Halloran was also convict-

ed of brokering bribes to GOP 
chairmen in Queens, Manhat-
tan and the Bronx in attempt 
to get their organizations to 
sign off on state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis) running for 
mayor on the Republican line 

in 2013.
Smith and former Queens 

GOP Vice Chairman Vincent 
Tabone, who is accused of ac-
cepting a suspected bribe, 
have both maintained their 
innocence.

Tabone was also slated to 
appear in court this week to 
discuss hiring new counsel, 
Dennis Ring.

Deborah Misir, who pre-
viously represented Tabone, 
unsuccessfully sought an 
adjournment due to her preg-
nancy and planned maternity 
leave.

Tabone’s and Smith’s trail 
is scheduled to begin in Jan. 5. 

Halloran’s case was sev-
ered from the pair’s when 
their attorneys argued the 
government’s failure to hand 

BY MADINA TOURE

Women Auto Know, a 
Flushing non-profit that helps 
women overcome their anxi-
eties over auto repair, has 
launched a fund-raising cam-
paign to attract more women 
drivers and auto shops.

Launched on IndieGogo 
last week, the campaign seeks 
to raise $600,000 over the next 
60 days to fund automotive 
education workshops, enroll 
and empower new Women 
Auto Know members and add 
new pledged auto shops. The 
company needs a minimum of 
$300,000 a year to operate.

The website currently has 
more than 18,000 members 
nationwide and more than 
700 pledged auto shops, said 
Audra Fordin, founder of 
Women Auto Know and fourth 
generation owner of the Great 
Bear Auto Repair on 164-16 
Sanford Ave.

“The Women Auto Know 
workshops are now packaged 
to go into shops all over the 
nation,” Fordin said. “One 
woman, one driver, one auto 
shop at a time and we’ll be 
able to impact lives positively 
and bring earned respect into 
shops, which will help take 
the fear out of auto repair.”

Established in 2009 out of 
her family’s auto repair shop, 
Great Bear Auto Repair, Wom-
en Auto Know is a non-profit 
that educates women about ve-
hicles and provides them with 
industry resources so they 
can become more confident, 
informed drivers. The non-
profit runs free monthly DIY 
repair workshops for women.

The website features a us-
er-generated auto shop direc-
tory and review community, 
allowing drivers to look up 
pledged auto shop in their area 
when they need some form of 
auto repair and enables them 
to communicate with one an-
other in an online forum. The 
website also includes tutorials 
that teach basic car mainte-
nance.

“Through our user-gener-
ated auto shop directory and 
review community, women 
empower other women to 
have a choice for free by shar-
ing their experiences,” Fordin 
said.

Fordin, who has been in 
the automotive industry for 27 
years and runs the shop with 
her father, Bill Fordin, and 
her cousin, Russell Fordin, 

pays for the non-profit out of 
pocket. Last year, she won 
New York’s Small Business 
of the Year Award as well as 
the first Female Service Shop 
Owner of the Year Award.

With the money raised 
from the campaign, the non-
profit will be able to bring au-
tomotive education workshops 
to 400,000 drivers, attract   
25,000 new Women Auto Know 
members and recruit an addi-
tional 1,500 pledged auto shops 
to its user-generated auto shop 
directory and review commu-
nity. The money will also al-
low it to further enhance the 
infrastructure of its website, 
which has been up for the past 
18 months and is in test mode. 

“Women need a resource,” 
she said. “The information is 
available if you know where to 
get it.”

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Daniel Halloran leaves White Plains 
Federal Court after his arrest in 
April 2013. AP Photo/Mary Altaffer

Audra Fordin, owner of Great 
Bear Auto Repair and founder 
of Women Auto Know, stands in 
front of her garage in Flushing. 

Women Auto asks 
$600K for ed site 

Halloran sentencing on hold

Carriage ban heats up     
Legislation introduced as opponents rally to save jobs

The non-profi t 
educates women 
about vehicles 

and provides them 
with industry 

resources so they 
can become more 
informed drivers.

Continued on Page 38

Continued on Page 4

The horse-drawn carriages in Central Park are in a fight to stay alive.  
Photo by AP/Kathy Willens 



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 12–18, 2014 5  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

BY JUAN SOTO

In an effort to reduce 
sexual assaults on its 64 cam-
puses, the State University of 
New York announced a “yes 
means yes” uniformed policy 
requiring “clear, unambigu-
ous, informed, and volun-
tary agreement” between 
partners.

The new policy applies to 
the approximately 463,000 
students attending SUNY 
schools.

The new SUNY policy 
comes at a time when Gov. 
Cuomo has on his desk a bill 
that would require state uni-
versities and colleges, as well 
as private universities, to 
report violent felonies to law 
enforcement agencies.  

The bill was introduced 
by state Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside), and 
passed both by the Assembly 

and the Senate. 
“SUNY is taking a critical 

step toward combating the 
epidemic of sexual violence 
and misconduct on out col-
lege campuses,” New York 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo said.

SUNY Chancellor Nancy 
Zimpher said the school 
system’s “top priority is to 
protect our students and 
foster safe learning environ-
ments.”

All freshmen and trans-
fer students will be notified 
about the new sexual assault 
policy.

During the new guide-
lines announcement, Cuomo 
launched a new user-friendly 
website that provides in-
formation to students, par-
ents, administrators and 
law enforcement regarding 
sexual assault prevention. 
The website has resources 

BY JUAN SOTO
 
Parents get upset when 

their kids are not admitted 
into an Eagle Academy school’s 
sixth grade class due to a lack 
of seats. After all, the all-boys 
public school network has an 
excellent reputation and a high 
school graduation rate of more 
than 80 percent. College accep-
tance for the graduates is 100 
percent.

The academic center’s main 
goal is to help struggling at-
risk young men so they can 
succeed, first academically and 
then professionally. The idea 
behind the network is to im-
prove graduation rates among 
young men of color. The Eagle 
Academy inner-city schools 
are composed of 77 percent 
African-American students, 17 
percent Hispanic and 6 percent 
from other backgrounds, in-

cluding Asian. 
Applications to Eagle Acad-

emy public schools are subject 
to the lotteries run by the city 
Department of Education.

 In his recently published 
first book “Soar. How Boys 
Learn, Succeed, and Develop 
Character,” David Banks, 
founder, president and CEO of 
the Eagle Academy Founda-
tion, said one of the keys for the 

students’ success is to “always 
support them.”

Banks, who received his law 
degree from St. John’s Univer-
sity, pointed out that since a lot 
of inner-city students grow up 
without a father figure in their 
homes, the boys in his program 
are paired with mentors. 

“A young man without a 
mentor is like an explorer 
without a map,” said Banks, 
who was raised in southeast 
Queens. 

While 90 percent of African-
American households had a 
father figure in the 1920s, he 
said, today the percentage of 
households with a strong male 
presence for boys is about 30 
percent.

“This is a terrible situation,” 
said Banks, who had a recent 
book signing event in south-
east Queens to promote “Soar” 

BY JUAN SOTO

As the state attorney gen-
eral asked Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
to grant him power to investi-
gate police killings of unarmed 
civilians, hundreds of Queens 
residents took their frustra-
tion to the streets over the non-
indictment decision in the case 
of Eric Garner. 

About a hundred residents 
— mostly immigrants — 
marched in Jackson Heights 
after participating in a Speak-
Out held at the Jewish Center 
located at 77th Street organized 
by the South Asian Organizing 
Center-Drum.

“I am committed to the 
struggle to end police brutal-
ity,” City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
told the SpeakOut last Friday.

Inside the Jewish center, 
there were signs hanging in the 
walls that read, “The people say 
guilty. Justice for Eric Garner” 
and “A system cannot fail those 
it was meant to protect.”

Following the indoor meet-
ing, the group took to the rainy 
streets and marched to the 115th 
Police Precinct at 92nd Street 

and Northern Boulevard. In 
front of the station house, they 
held a minute of silence in hon-
or of Garner. 

Then, they walked to 82nd 
Street and Roosevelt Avenue, 
where they stayed at the in-
tersection for seven minutes, 
marking the number of min-
utes the Staten Island man laid 

on the street without medical 
attention.

On Sunday, about 100 pro-
testers took part in a march 
along the busy Jamaica Avenue 
strip demanding justice for the 
Garner family. 

Garner, 43, died after he was 
put in a police chokehold dur-
ing his arrest in Staten Island 

for selling loose cigarettes. 
Garner’s death was replayed 
around the nation on a video as 
he slumped to the sidewalk say-
ing “I can’t breathe.”

Citywide protests erupted 
when a Staten Island grand 
jury decided not to indict Dan-
iel Pantaleo, the officer in-
volved in Garner’s death. Pan-

taleo testified during the grand 
jury investigation.   

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica) Monday hosted a 
forum for the community to 
allow constituents to express 
their concerns about unarmed 
people being killed by police 
offices. 

“We need a comprehensive 
approach to cases like this,” 
the congressman said. 

Meeks said the video foot-
age of Garner’s case, along 
with the medical examiner’s 
ruling his death was a homi-
cide, “is enough for an indict-
ment.”

At the NAACP branch in 
Jamaica, residents are orga-
nizing to travel Saturday to 
Washington to participate 
in the march led by Rev. Al 
Sharpton.

“We are very frustrated,” 
said Leroy Gadsden, president 
of the Jamaica NAACP. “This 
is beyond anger.”

Gadsden called on the fed-
eral authorities to “step in 
and take control of local law 
enforcement.” He pointed out 
that although “people still 

David Banks is the guest of honors 
at a book-signing party in Hollis. 

Clergymen led the City Council in a so-called die-in on the steps of City Hall. Queens City Councilman Ruben 
Wills is at center. Photo by William Alatriste/City Council

Borough protests Garner’s death
Neighbors in Jamaica, Jackson Heights demand justice as NYPD retrains police offi cers  

Eagle Academy founder tracks 
success of schools in new book 

Braunstein waits for guv
to sign campus sex bill

Continued on Page 16

Continued on Page 38Continued on Page 56
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

A swath of Ridgewood known for 
pioneering one of the first working 
class residential developments a cen-
tury ago is poised to retain its historic 
housing stock for years to come.

The city Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission unanimously voted 
Tuesday to designate a 990-building 
area the Central Ridgewood Historic 
District.  It sprawls in an irregular 
pattern between Fresh Pond Road and 
Forest and Onderdonk avenues and 
Madison Street and 71st Avenue, .

If the city Planning Commission 
and City Council approve this move, 
the new district will fall under the 
Landmarks Preservation Commis-
sion’s protection and require its ap-
proval ahead of most types of altera-
tions.

“The buildings in this district were 
a significant upgrade from earlier ten-
ements and served as a model for af-
fordable housing at a time when New 
York City’s population was growing 
rapidly,” the commission’s chairwom-
an, Meenakshi Srinivasan, said in a 
statement. “Most remarkably, most 
of these lively buildings remain un-
changed since their completion over 
100 years ago.”

Ridgewood was comprised mostly 
of farmland and amusement parks in 
the 19th century, but the addition of an 
electric trolley in 1894 and train ser-
vice a century later ushered in a trans-
formation. An influx of affluent Ger-
mans eager to get away from crowded 
neighborhoods in downtown Manhat-
tan and eastern Brooklyn began set-
tling in Ridgewood, while the majority 
of its housing went up between 1906 
and World War I.

Louis Berger & Company, a firm 
started by a German immigrant who 
studied at Pratt Institute, provided 
architectural services for more than 
5,000 buildings in the Ridgewood-
Bushwick area between 18995 and 

1930. Another 2,000 homes in the Cen-
tral Ridgewood Historic District were 
built by German-born Paul Stier.

The district boasts mostly Renais-
sance Revival-style brick row houses, 
many with brownstone stoops, cut-
glass, wood doors and intact iron fenc-
es, railings and gates.

City Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Glendale) said she was 
thrilled with the commission’s vote.

“Preserving historically signifi-
cant neighborhoods is important for 
today’s New Yorkers, and for future 
generations, to understand their cul-
tural heritage,” she said in a state-
ment.

Paul Kerzner, counsel for the Ridge-
wood Property Owners and Civic As-
sociation, said he has been working on 
landmarking the neighborhood since 
1984. He said most of it falls under state 
and federal landmark designations 
that offer landlords up to a 20 percent 
tax credit on major renovations to spur 
preservation work. About half of such 
areas fall under city designations, 
including those in Ridgewood South 

A stretch of 69th Avenue is on 
track to become part of a Central 
Ridgewood Historic District. 

Historic designation close
for swaths of Ridgewood

to the college 
of your dreams.

Jump on this offer! Try us for $139.

Ready. Set. 
Go

C2 Education’s tutoring programs and expert instructors help students 
achieve higher SAT and ACT scores and improve their grades. In fact, 
our students’ average SAT score increase is 362 points.* So act now 
and give yourself the best start.

(regular price $420)

You receive:

 *Students with initial scores below 2000. New students only. Participating centers only. Applies to students in fourth grade and above. 

  Expires 1/31/15

252-20 Northern Boulevard, Suite 2D, Little Neck, NY 11362
www.C2educate.com
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UP TO

List.
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Continued on Page 9
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Sunday, December 14, 2014, 1–3PM
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Super Early Bird rates available through December 31st
Register now to lock in the lowest camp rates!

58-20 Little Neck Parkway, Little Neck, NY 11362
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POLICE 

Blotter
JAMAICA — A 15-year-old South Jamaica boy has been arrested and charged 

in the death of a man found with a gunshot wound to the head inside his 144th 
Street home beside another man wounded by two bullets, the NYPD said.

Police announced Tuesday they had cuffed a 15 year-old and were looking for 
two suspects in connection with the killing of Taquane Clark, 21, who officers 
said was found lifeless around 5:53 p.m. last Friday. 

A 27-year-old man was also discovered inside the house with gunshot wounds 
to the torso and right leg, the NYPD said. He was rushed to Jamaica Hospital 
in stable condition, according to police. As of Wednesday afternoon, the older 
victim remained hospitalized, the NYPD said.

It was not immediately clear whether the Queens district attorney intended 
to prosecute the 15-year-old as a juvenile or an adult.

Police said they were investigating several angles, including one in which the 
15-year-old and two others allegedly entered the home on 144th Street near 115th 
Avenue, botched a robbery and then got into a dispute that erupted in gunfire.

The 15-year-old’s home address is roughly four blocks from where Clark lived 
and died.

The NYPD said they believe an argument broke out in the home, pepper spray 
was discharged and then shots were fired.

Pepper spray was recovered, but the NYPD said it had not recovered any oth-
er weapons, as of Wednesday.

The arrested suspect has been charged with murder, attempted murder and 
burglary, according to the NYPD.

The other two suspects remained at large, police said.

Teen charged in murder of Jamaica resident

Got tips?

Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 
274637 (CRIMES) and enter TIP577 or log on to nypd-

crimestoppers.com.

Police seek two suspected bank robbers

RIDGEWOOD — Police 
were seeking two men sus-
pected of independently 
holding up Chase banks 
in Ridgewood and Middle 
Village in separate inci-
dents Tuesday, the NYPD 
said.

The Police Depart-
ment said a man first hit 
the Chase at 70-01 Forest 
Ave., at 11:31 a.m., alleg-
edly showing staff a note 
demanding money and re-
moving $2,617 in cash.

The NYPD described 
the alleged suspect as a 
25- to 30-year-old between 
5-foot-7 and 5-foot-10 with 
a medium build. He was 
wearing a black bubble coat and gray hoodie, the NYPD said.

Nearly five hours later, police said a second suspect walked into the Chase at 
74-07 Eliot Ave., allegedly requested cash in a note to a teller, displayed a gun and 
took $8,825 in cash from staff.

Officers described this suspect as a 25 to 30-year-old between 5-foot-9 and 
6-feet, with a medium complexion, medium build and a gray ski cap, dark sun-
glasses, gray coat and multicolored scarf.

Police released this image of a man suspected of robbing 
a Chase Bank in MIddle Village. Photo courtesy NYPD
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BY JUAN SOTO

Thousands of Queens 
residents will be eligible to 
normalize their immigra-
tion status under the new 
programs announced by 
President Barack Obama.
Immigrant Affairs Com-
missioner Nicha Agarwal 
estimated that in the city, 
the number of New Yorkers 
who will be able to come out 
of the shadows and become 
documented immigrants is 
between 114,000 and 121,000.   

“I think the reality is 
you’ve got some specific op-
portunities for families right 
now to take steps towards 
normalizing their status,” 
said Mayor de Blasio on Mon-
day during an immigration 
summit he hosted at Gracie 
Mansion with about 20 other 
mayors.

De Blasio recommended 
undocumented New Yorkers 
“take advantage of this op-
portunity” to legalize their 
status.

The mayor’s policies, in-
cluding the new municipal 
identification program and 
the move to limit cooperation 
with Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement known 
as ICE, are geared towards 
helping New Yorkers who do 
not have a legal immigration 
status.

He promised to support 
Obama’s immigration re-
forms in Washington with 
other U.S. mayors. 

“We are going to have 
mayor’s lobby day on Capitol 
Hill in February,” he said at 
the summit. “There is going 
to be a series of actions to 
build support for bigger re-
form.”

Among the mayors who 
participated in the summit 
were Javier González of San-
ta Fe, Kasim Reed of Atlanta; 
and Marilyn Strickland of 
Tacoma, Wash.

During the event, the 
mayor focused on how to co-
ordinate efforts to implement 
Obama’s executive order on 
immigration, action that 
will include the creation of  
a mayoral war room for fed-
eral action and safeguarding 
immigrants from fraudulent 
services. 

“As the son of immigrants, 
this issue is personal to me,” 
said San Francisco Mayor Ed 
Lee. 

Less than six months after 

signing into law the munici-
pal identification card pro-
gram, de Blasio announced 
the issuing of the free IDs 
will start in January. The 
city will soon release a list of 
the centers where New York-
ers without legal immigra-
tion status can get an iden-
tification that would allow 
them to open bank accounts, 
cash checks, get a library 
card or sign a lease.

Named IDNYC, de Blasio 
said the system has imple-
mented “strong measures” 
to ensure the applicant’s pri-
vacy, prevent fraud and iden-
tity theft.

“A great deal of analysis 
and care went into ensuring 
our IDNYC card is strong on 
privacy and security, while 
providing access to as many 
people as possible,” the may-
or said. “We want New York-
ers to feel proud to carry this 
card in their wallet, but also 
to feel confident knowing 
that their information is safe 
and secure.”

The main goal of the 
program is to provide city 
services for approximately 
500,000 undocumented immi-
grants living throughout the 
five boroughs. Agarwal said 
that after receiving feedback 
from advocates focus groups 
and immigrants, the IDNYC 
card “reflects the needs and 
concerns of our communi-
ties.

The card will expire after 
five years. The minimum age 
to apply for the card will be 
14, de Blasio said.

To apply for the cards, 
New Yorkers will be required 
to present proof of identity 
and residency. The de Bla-
sio administration pointed 
out that there are more than 
40 categories of documents 
that may be used to estab-
lish identity, including for-
eign passports and consular 
identification cards, foreign 
birth certificates, military 
identification and U.S. high 
school diplomas.

Residency can be proven 
by cable, phone or utility 
bills, bank statements and 
residential leases.

Steve Choi, executive di-
rector of the New York Immi-
gration Coalition, applauded 
the de Blasio administration 
“for creating a safe, secure, 
and accessible”  municipal 
identification program.”

BY BILL PARRY

The reward for informa-
tion leading to the arrest of the 
killer of a pregnant mother of 
four at LeFrak City in Corona 
has doubled. 

The NYPD is still search-
ing for the gunman who killed 
Brandee Anastasia Massey, 27, 
outside her apartment the day 
before Thanksgiving, after she 
walked her children to PS 206.

Her baby was delivered by 
doctors at Elmhurst Hospital 
Center but later died. The fa-
ther, Joseph, is said to be dis-
traught two weeks after the 
murder.

“The kids are with fam-
ily and they are coping as 
best they can,” City Council-
woman Julissa Ferreras (D-
East Elmhurst) said. “They’re 
starting school again, which 
will hopefully bring some nor-
malcy back into their lives.”

Ferreras opened an educa-
tion fund and launched a pub-
lic fund-raising campaign for 
the children at www.rally.org/
MasseyFund. The fund has 
raised nearly $16,000 in a week 
with generous donations from 
Queens to New Jersey.

“I’m hoping to get more 
elected officials and commu-
nity organizations to contrib-
ute,” Ferreras said. “It’s a fund 
for four kids, so the need a lot 
of help.” Ferreras’ office man-
aged to get help with the buri-

al from the Human Resource 
Administration with burial 
assistance from the Office of 
Victim Services.

Meanwhile, state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) se-
cured commitments from the 
Queens Center mall and Food 
Bazaar Supermarkets to raise 
the reward for information 
leading to the arrest of the 
killer to $12,000. 

“This community has come 
together not just to mourn 
Brandee’s tragic loss, but to 
help bring justice to her fam-
ily,” Peralta said. “Food Ba-

zaar Spermarkets and Queens 
Center have deep roots in this 
community and understand 
that the most important thing 
we can do right now for the 
Massey family is to help law 
enforcement bring Brandee’s 
killer to justice and make who-
ever is responsible pay for this 
brutal crime.”

Investigators were still 
looking for Brandee’s uncle, 
according to Commissioner 
Bill Bratton. Anyone with in-
formation is asked to call the 
NYPD’s Crime Stoppers at 
800-577-TIPS.

Joesph Massey, with his four children, as the hunt for the 
murderer of his pregnant wife goes into its third week. 

LeFrak reward raised
Donations pour in for Brandee Massey’s four children

City launches new ID
for the undocumented

well as several landscaping and 
aesthetic touches. It is slated to 
conclude in 2016.

The second $113 million 
project involves replacing the 
northbound Van Wyck viaduct, 

reworking the northbound Van 
Wyck up to 72nd Avenue, re-
placing and widening the ramp 
connecting the eastbound 
Jackie Robinson Parkway and 
Union Turnpike with the Van 
Wyck and improving drainage 
system.

Back in November, the state 
announced the new 800-foot 

viaduct built beside the exist-
ing roadway was completed 18 
months ahead of schedule. The 
rest of that contract is expected 
to conclude by early 2017.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle by e-mail at strangle@
cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

include donating mini-fridges 
and microwaves for wounded 
soldiers in hospital rooms, a 
mobile cell phone charging 

unit and underwear and toi-
letries for soldiers during the 
2006 Second Lebanon War and 
the 2009 Operation Cast Lead 
in Gaza.

“They’re all 20, 22 years old 
and they’re guarding a cold 
outpost. My friend (Landau), 

he delivers pizza to these guys 
in a hot oven,” Rollhaus said. 
“The soldiers shouldn’t think 
that they’re all alone. These 
are the three buildings in Tel 
Aviv. Instead of doing ‘Stand-
ing Together,’ we make it 
‘Climbing Together.’”

Continued from Page 2 

Interchange

Continued from Page 3 

Tower

and North historic districts, 

which come with protections 
from dramatically altering 
the area.

“It’s probably one of the 
only neighborhoods in the 
city that was originally built 

for working class residents,” 
Kerzner said. “Most with 
landmarks were built for the 
upper middle class, so it kind 
of fits in with the mayor’s phi-
losophy.Continued on Page 56

Continued from Page 7 

Ridgewood
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BY BILL PARRY

Joe Conley’s sudden decision to step 
down last week as chairman of Commu-
nity Board 2 after 23 years has set off a 
debate on the timing of the vote to name 
his successor. 

Board members were told of his 
move in an e-mail just two days before 
he resigned at the Dec. 4 monthly meet-
ing where the annual elections were 
then held.  Many present suggested a 
one-month delay was in order.

“Why wait? The outcome wouldn’t 
have been any different had we waited 
an extra month,” he said. “I asked the 
board for nominations and none were 
forthcoming, so why put it off?”

CB2’s second vice chairman, Patrick 
O’Brien, won the vote by a slim margin 
that some thought lacked transparency.

“I was disappointed in the process 
because it’s such a big job,” CB 2 member 
Sheila Lewandowski said. “I had zero 
interest in that job and the truth is Pat-
rick would have probably won anyway, 
but what about his seat on the executive 
board? Open seats don’t come around 
very often and everyone should’ve been 
given the time to think about running. 
We had the opportunity to thoughtfully 
include everyone and we didn’t take ad-
vantage of it.”

Doreen Dwyer, a 62-year resident of 
Long Island City and longtime CB2 sup-
porter, said, “I thought it was disgust-
ing. How do you turn the board over 
with just two days’ notice?”

Dwyer, whose mother served on CB 2 
“for many years” had her suspicions.

“He must have known someone was 
going to run that he didn’t want to see 
take over, that’s why he rushed the 
vote,” she said.

Conley said that was not the case 
and that he had no hidden agenda.

“A lot of people who are saying 
negative things are misinformed,” he 
said. “They say we haven’t held elec-
tions in 20 years — that’s ridiculous, 
we hold them every year and I say ev-
ery year if someone else wanted to do 
the job so be it.”

He added that he would remain as a 
member of the board and help O’Brien 
during the transition.

The controversy marred what was 
an otherwise memorable night.

At the end of his speech, Conley 
told the larger-than-usual crowd at 
Sunnyside Community Services that 
he reached the decision to step down 
after looking at his record of service. 
“Looking at the time served, 23 years 
as chair has been a good run, but it’s 
time,” he said. “We collectively accom-
plished a lot of great things.”

Conley shepherded CB 2, which 
covers Long Island City, Sunnyside, 
Woodside and parts of Maspeth, 

through a period of unprecedented 
growth in western Queens. His leader-
ship is credited with helping the trans-
formation of Long Island City from a 
gritty industrial neighborhood to the 
so-called “gateway to Queens” with its 
booming residential high-rise develop-
ments.

“His steady hand has helped guide 
the growth of New York City’s fastest 
growing and most dynamic commu-
nities,” Borough President Melinda 
Katz said. “On behalf of the 2.3 million 
residents of the borough of Queens, I 
thank Joe for his many years of ser-
vice on behalf of the common good.”

Conley worked closely with City 
Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside), although the two are on 
opposite sides of the proposed deck-
ing of the Sunnyside railyards, a 
plan put forth repeatedly by Dan Doc-
toroff, a former deputy mayor in the 
Bloomberg administration. Conley 
backs the decking project saying, “If it 
were to support the creation of afford-
able housing,  public schools and more 
commercial space that would create 
jobs, not a convention center, that’s too 
big in scale.”

Van Bramer called the issue an 
“age-old discussion,” saying such 
large-scale development would ad-
versely affect the communities he 
serves: Long Island City, Astoria, 
Dutch Kills and Sunnyside. He said 
such a project would overburden the 
area’s infrastructure and transporta-
tion systems. 

The difference of opinion between 
the two did not keep the councilman 
from heaping praise on the outgoing 
chairman. 

“Joe worked hard at his job — serv-
ing under many different administra-

Joe Conley steps down after 23 years as 
Chairman of Community Board 2. 

CB2 divided as Conley
steps aside after 23 yearsGREAT RATES.
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Come 
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T
he Staten Island grand jury’s decision not 
to indict the police officer who used a choke-
hold on Eric Garner has hit a raw nerve in the 
black and immigrant communities in Queens. 

Although many had hoped the white officer would 
be held accountable in the death of a black man ar-
rested for selling loose cigarettes after a video cap-
tured the entire incident, most were not surprised he 
walked free.

Such is the level of distrust between the com-
munities of color and the police that expects justice 
will be served are very low for non-white residents, 
which is potentially destabilizing in the nation’s 
most diverse county.

Queens has been down this road in the fatal 
shooting of bridegroom Sean Bell and the wounding 
of his two friends by undercover detectives outside a 
Jamaica nightclub in November 2006.

Queens DA Richard Brown obtained an indict-
ment from the grand jury, but the cops were acquit-
ted after a nonjury trial. The NYPD held an internal  
trial and one officer was fired, while three others 
were forced to resign.

Justice was not perfect in this far less transpar-
ent case, but there were consequences for the four 
black and white officers, who fired 50 shots at three 
young black men.

The Justice Department is investigating the 
Garner homicide, the NYPD is undertaking its own 
probe and the state attorney general has asked to be 
named a special prosecutor in police killing cases.

Queens and the rest of the city are deeply trou-
bled by the issue of race, the last taboo in our nation. 
Nonwhites have a different perception and experi-
ence of what it means to live in this city than white 
residents, who still turned out in droves to join the 
Garner protests.

The recent deaths of Garner and several young 
black men at the hands of police have brought 
race out of the closet and forced us to examine our 
views.

“This nation is not going to be able to sustain it-
self unless we invest in our black and brown boys,” 
David Banks, founder of the Eagle Academy schools 
for inner city  boys, told a gathering in southeast 
Queens this weekend.

President Obama, who has lived on both sides of 
the racial divide, should lead a national dialogue on 
race. As our first black president, one of his most im-
portant legacies could be to set the agenda for Amer-
ica by talking frankly about his own deep struggles 
with race.

It’s time we all looked prejudice in the eye.

The verdict came out on Dec. 
3, 2014. The police officer who put 
Eric Garner in a chokehold and 
killed him on July 17, 2014 was not 
indicted.

The grand jury of Staten Island 
allowed a police murderer to walk 
away free versus being sent to Rik-
er’s Island. Think about it: a father 
of six was attacked by six cops, and 
now he is buried six feet.

This once beautiful place 
called New York City is becoming 
gritty. New Yorkers are feeling 
real s****y.

Whenever we pick up a news-
paper or search the web, we find 
headlines on police brutality 
against unarmed African-Amer-

ican males. Sadly, this is now be-
coming more and more of a real-
ity.

It sickens me to live in a world 
with a president who currently is a 
man of color. I find myself hearing 
about so much death taking place 
from state to state. What is going 
on in the minds of today’s police 
officers? No longer are they here 
to serve and protect. They are now 
the new threat to citizens.

Not even in a court of law could 
we the voters and tax payers win. 
When will we all come together 
and let the revolution begin?

Lord, please forgive us for any 
sin we may commit. Enough is 
enough, the urban community is 

tired of losing their own children, 
parents and loved ones to sense-
less violence.

In the coming days, some New 
Yorkers will hit the streets, hold-
ing up picket signs that read, “No 
Justice, No Peace.” The protesters 
will have good intentions that the 
violence will one day decease.

It’s extremely hard to have 
high hopes during these times, es-
pecially when the violence doesn’t 
seem to decrease. How will we ever 
put an end to the increase that is 
taking place in urban neighbor-
hoods daily?

Kenneth Beverley 
Springfield Gardens

A poem for Eric Garner

IN JUSTICE WE TRUST
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In reference to “Boro dis-
mayed at Garner case,” (Flush-
ing Times, Dec. 5-11, 2014), 
what seems to be ignored in 
the Eric Garner chokehold 
case is the police were at-
tempting to arrest Mr. Garner 
for selling loose cigarettes on 
a public street.

Even though selling loose 
cigarettes on the street is a 

violation of law, on a crimi-
nal scale of 1 to 10, that would 
barely qualify as a 1, that 
could easily be addressed with 
a ticket and a fine. Were that 
the law, Mr. Garner would 
still be alive.

The time has come, in ad-
dition to national dialogue 
on minority treatment by law 
enforcement personnel at-

tempting to do their job, there 
should be an exhaustive re-
view to limiting forceable ar-
rests to activities that truly 
represent a serious threat to 
society. Selling loose ciga-
rettes does not qualify as a se-
rious threat.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

Heavy price paid for light crime

READERS WRITE

Attorney General Eric T. Schneiderman published 
an op-ed for The Huffington Post Dec. 9 on restoring 
public trust and confidence in the fairness of reviews 
of cases involving unarmed civilians killed by law en-
forcement officers.

Schneiderman sent a letter Monday to Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo requesting an interim executive order directing 
his office to investigate cases involving unarmed civil-
ians killed by police officers.

The following are excerpts from the op-ed:

ON THE PUBLIC’S LACK OF CONFIDENCE: 
Many have suggested there is an inherent conflict 
when local district attorneys who work with police 
departments every day are asked to investigate mem-
bers of those departments. I have the highest possible 
regard for the district attorneys in the State of New 
York. But as prosecutors, it is time to acknowledge 
that the public has lost confidence in this part of our 
criminal justice system.

ON THE NEED FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION: Some 

have already proposed legislation that would address 
this apparent conflict. I look forward to working 
with everyone here to pass meaningful reforms that 
move us closer to the basic promise of equal justice 
under the law for everyone. But the fact is, we cannot 
afford to wait until the legislature returns to Albany, 
conducts its debates and passes a bill.  The crisis of 
confidence in our communities is real. It is power-
ful. It is happening now. And it carries an imminent 
risk of danger.

ON THE IMPORTANCE OF PUBLIC TRUST IN 
POLICE: When the trust between the police and the 
communities they serve breaks down, everyone is 
at risk. New Yorkers must be able to trust the men 
and women of the NYPD. They must come forward to 
report crimes. And they must come forward as wit-
nesses. We cannot wait months for the legislature to 
act. We can, and must, act now.

ON THE GOVERNOR’S AUTHORITY: Existing 
state law authorizes the governor to supersede any 

local district attorney on any criminal matter by 
appointing the attorney general to investigate and 
prosecute the case. This broad grant of authority is 
based in Article IV, Section 3 of the state constitu-
tion and has been invoked many times in the past. In 
addition, executive law section 63 (3) authorizes the 
governor to direct the attorney general to “investi-
gate the alleged commission of any indictable offense 
or offenses,” and to prosecute the person or persons 
believed to have committed any such offenses. Con-
sistent with this legal authority, the governor should 
to immediately issue a temporary standing order au-
thorizing my office to investigate the circumstances 
surrounding cases in which unarmed civilians are 
killed as a result of the actions of a police officer who 
is engaged in the performance of his or her official 
duties.

The full op-ed by Attorney General Schneiderman 
can be read at: ag.ny.gov/press-release/op-ed-follow-
ing-garner-case-we-need-restore-confidence-our-jus-
tice-system-now

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer 
than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters 
must include the writer’s name and phone number for verifica-
tion.  Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but 
anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  
All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation 
and may be republished in any format.

Below is an open letter sent 
to the NYC Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission:

On behalf of Rego-Forest 
Preservation Council, we 
would like to extend our 
gratitude in response to the 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission’s cancellation of 
the proposed administrative 
hearing on Dec. 9, 2014, which 
would have likely resulted in 
the de-calendaring of nearly 
100 landmark-worthy individ-
ual properties and two land-
mark-worthy districts.

We feel that if the Land-
marks Preservation Commis-
sion was to engage in a mas-
sive de-calendaring, it would 
set a risky precedent, where 

those properties may undergo 
demolition as-of-right, and 
the public would speculate 
that future calendared prop-
erties may be de-calendared 
and also demolished. New 
York City residents, commu-
nity groups, elected officials, 
and preservationists at large 
work tirelessly to research, 
propose, and advocate for new 
landmarks, which have large-
ly resulted in those properties 
to have been calendared.

The public is routinely pre-
sented with the opportunity to 
testify on hearing items, but 
a “commissioner only” vote 
on a massive de-calendaring 
would have appeared as if 
the public has no voice in the 
landmarking process, or as if 

we inhabited the days of pro-
tests before witnessing the 
classic Pennsylvania Station’s 
demolition.

Our landmarks and poten-
tial landmarks are  a unique 
contribution to our city’s ar-
chitectural and cultural his-
tory, diversity, and aesthetics, 
and are cornerstones in the 
eyes of NYC residents who ex-
perience their communities 
first-hand. As per the Land-
marks Law, which enables the 
public to provide testimony for 
properties, the public needs to 
have a say in the future of the 
nearly 100 individual prop-
erties and the two districts, 
which have been calendared.

Upon reviewing the listing 
of the proposed de-calendar-

ing items, our boroughs would 
lose their identity and distinc-
tive qualities of a livable com-
munity. Some cases in point 
are the Ahles House and the 
Douglaston Historic District 
Extension in Queens, the IRT 
Powerhouse and Loew’s 175th 
Street Theater in Manhattan, 
the 5466 Arthur Kill Road 
House and Garner Mansion 
in Staten Island, the 65 Scho-
field Street House and the 
Samuel Babcock House in the 
Bronx, and St. Barbara’s Ro-
man Catholic Church and St. 
Augustine’s Roman Catholic 
Church and Rectory in Brook-
lyn.

We strongly encourage 
the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission to schedule pub-

lic hearings for all of the calen-
dared items, beginning where 
there is most pressure to alter, 
sell, or redevelop the site, or 
where development patterns 
in the surrounding communi-
ty could compromise the site’s 
integrity or longevity. May 
the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission and New Yorkers 
work as a team, to emphasize 
how a governmental body and 
their constituency can oper-
ate cohesively for our city’s 
improvement. Thank you for 
your consideration.

Michael Perlman
Chairman, Rego-Forest 

Preservation Council
Forest Hills

Landmark preservation deserves full transparency

Restore confi dence in our justice system
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The fix is in the bag.
The City Council is poised 

to enact a 10-cent surcharge 
on every plastic and paper bag 
we use to take our groceries 
home.

It is being proposed in the 
name of the “environment,” 
a pretext to justify imposing 
new taxes and fees on already 
tapped out New Yorkers. And 
if the recently installed speed 
“greed” cameras and next 
month’s bridge toll increases 
aren’t enough, this bill will 
surely shake out whatever 
loose change still remains in 
your pocket.

It’s just the latest assault on 
the wallets of everyday New 
Yorkers.

The plastic bag tax bill also 

includes paper bags, making 
it obvious that the bill is more 
about social engineering our 
bag using habits than reducing 
pollution.

Using the environment as 
an excuse to pluck every last 
dollar out of our pockets and 
squeeze the family budget is 
deceptive and unfair.

Want to change our habits? 
Try education instead of ex-
trication and stop using us as 
guinea pigs for a City Council 
social engineering experi-
ment.

The bill’s primary sponsors, 
Donovan Richards and Marga-
ret Chin, are from the working 
class communities of southeast 
Queens and Chinatown where 
families struggle daily to pay 
rent and make ends meet.

The last thing they need is 
to pay for something that used 
to be free at the local grocery 
counter.

Many of the bills’ other sup-
porters come from neighbor-
hoods where shoppers walk to 

the local bodega and carry one 
or two grocery-filled plastic 
bags home.

Transitioning to reusable 
bags may be easy for these 
folks. For the rest of us who 
drive to the supermarket and 
shop once or twice a week and 
load ten to 20 grocery bags, 
some doubled, into a car, it’s 
simply impractical to carry 
enough reusable bags.

This legislation will add 
$300 to the average family’s 
annual grocery budget, money 
that families desperately need.

Perhaps Queens council 
members Vallone, Koo, Crow-
ley, Constantides, Miller and 
Van Bramer will rethink their 
support for this bill that im-
poses these new costs on their 
constituents.

These council members 
should also consider that push-
ing individuals to use reusable 
bags that are often petroleum 
or lead based, simply trades 
one set of problems for anoth-
er.

Most of us resourcefully 
reuse grocery store bags and 
keep them stashed in plastic 
bag receptacles until they’re 
needed again — as wastebas-
ket liners, trash bags or for dog 
pick-up. They are not “single-
use,” as proponents of the bill 
self-servingly claim.

The bill’s sponsors say 
there are no negative repercus-
sions, yet have granted special 
exemptions for food stamp re-
cipients, so as “not to impose a 
financial burden” on them, as 
they asserted in a recent op-ed 
piece they wrote in support of 
their legislation. 

It was a stunning revelation 
acknowledging the negative 
financial impact of their bill. 
They may believe their bill is 
“eco-friendly,” but they can no 
longer deny that it is economi-
cally unfriendly.

The plastic bag tax bill will 
allow food stamp recipients to 
use as many bags as they wish 
cost-free, while taxpayers who 
provide the dollars that pay for 

food stamps will be taxed for 
each plastic or paper bag they 
use.

Two individuals on the 
same grocery line; one re-
ceives free plastic and paper 
bags while the other must pay. 
Is this the Tale of Two Cities 
DeBlasio had in mind?

This ideological crusade to 
micromanage the minutia of 
plastic and paper bag consump-
tion is another example of the 
city’s misplaced priorities.

Our city is the heaviest 
taxed in the nation, yet it re-
mains deeply in debt and fac-
ing budget crises in the years 
ahead.

It is ironic that our City 
Council works overtime to 
create regulations and petty 
annoyances in our daily lives 
while the serious work of bud-
get reform and infrastructure 
repair is ignored.

Bob Friedrich is President of 
Glen Oaks Village and a Civic 
Leader

Recently, Queens Republi-
can County Chairman Robert 
Beltrani and several other 
county officers had a meet-
ing with Queens Republican 
insurgent leaders for the 
purpose of trying to reach a 
compromise and reunite the 
Queens Republican Party so 
that they can maintain unity, 
especially during elections.

State Republican Party 
Chairman Edward Cox was 
present at this meeting. Two 
organization leaders offered 
to give up their leadership of-
fices and give these positions 
to insurgent leaders as a way 
of maintaining peace within 

the Queens Republican orga-
nization.

Insurgent leader Robert 
Turner, who ran against the 
late Phil Ragusa last year for 
county chairman and lost, 
declined to accept the offer. 
He wanted the present orga-
nization county leader, Robert 
Beltrani, to resign and then 
he would step in as the new 
county leader, but Beltrani 
refused.

In 2015, the next Repub-
lican county convention of 
county committee people will 
be held in September. At that 
time, new county leaders will 
be chosen.

What that means is both 
sides will spend a good part 
of 2015 trying to build support 
among the county committee 
and district leaders.

The group that has a ma-
jority of the county committee 
and district leader delegates 
will then control the county 

leadership for the following 
two years.

That also means that both 
sides will be fielding candi-
dates for district leaders and 
county committee in some of 
the same districts.

If that happens, then pri-
maries will result. With that 
happening, the fight for con-
trol of the Queens GOP will 
continue.

As we move forward in 
2015, other meetings will be 
held in continuing to try to re-
solve this dispute.

There do not seem to be ma-
jor issues involved in this con-
frontation. Insurgent groups 
have been challenging the 
county organization for con-
trol. This particular dispute 
has been going on for the last 
several years.

It is beginning to look more 
and more like these matters 
will be settled at the Septem-
ber convention next year. 

There will be no public elec-
tions in Queens in 2015, except 
for district attorney and some 
judgeships, political party po-
sitions of district leaders and 
county committee. It could 
turn into a very aggressive 
election cycle.

The Queens Democratic 
Party moves along under the 
leadership of Congressman 
Joseph Crowley.

The types of conflicts that 
have plagued the Queens GOP 
recently have not affected the 
Queens Democratic Party.

The only development that 
seems to have caused some 
disunity is Chairman Crowley 
and the Democratic County 
leadership running a primary 
against Tony Avella for state 
senate.

Avella defeated John Liu by 
a narrow margin and there-
fore was able to hold on to his 
seat in the 11th District, for-
merly held by Frank Padavan.

Other than that, there 
seems to be unity within the 
Queens Democratic Party.

However, there is always 
the possibility that an insur-
gent movement could break 
out among Queens Demo-
crats.

So much of what happens in 
2015 will affect what happens 
in terms of what leadership is 
in control within New York’s 
two major political parties as 
well as the third parties.

It is to be hoped that the 
Queens GOP struggle can be 
resolved in a way beneficial to 
all concerned.

Queens County has always 
been considered an important 
county among the 62 counties 
of New York State.

Queens will continue in 
that role.

It all makes for an 2015 
election year as we proceed 
toward the presidential race 
in 2016.

COLUMNS

Prepare for the Queens GOP battle of ‘15

Where is the sense in the city’s 10-cent bag tax?

William
Lewis

n

Bob 
Friedrich

On Point
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Some believe that history 
is cyclical while others believe 
that the march of progress in 
humankind is linear. Both are 
compatible beliefs, but to these 
macro theories of history I add 
another: the pendulum of life 
often swings until it reaches 
a “tipping point” and then it 
shifts course and swings back 
in the other direction.

This theory, I believe, can be 
applied on a more micro level to 
New York City’s crime-fighting 
tactics and now, it seems, we 
have reached a new “tipping 
point” that may require us to 
reverse course and head back 
in the opposite direction.

Allow me to explain.
A little more than two de-

cades ago, the crime rate was 

soaring and New York felt un-
governable. Our police depart-
ment was largely reactive and 
many families and older peo-
ple fled the city because they 
feared for their safety. The New 
York Post famously bellowed 
in a headline, “Dave, Do Some-
thing!” urging then-embattled 
Mayor David Dinkins to try to 
stop the rising tide of crime and 
chaos in Gotham.

Dinkins, to his credit, did do 
something, and along with then 
Council Speaker Peter Vallone 
and Police Commissioner Ray 
Kelly, started the “Safe Streets, 
Safe City” program that added 
thousands of police officers to 
the force.

But voter anger at the ris-
ing crime stats swept Dinkins 
out of the mayoralty in 1993 
and brought in two new sher-
iffs: Mayor Rudy Giuliani and 
his first police commissioner, 
Bill Bratton. They decided to 
adopt a few innovative polic-
ing strategies and theories. The 
first, Compstat, used daily data 
to send resources to areas that 

had the greatest concentration 
of crime. The second, the “Bro-
ken Windows” theory of polic-
ing, mandated pursuing low-
level misdemeanors such as 
subway fare evasion and crack-
ing down on the ubiquitous 
“squeegee men” who menaced 
city drivers.

The theory was that if you 
clamped down on small of-
fenses, it would send a signal 
to petty criminals that there is 
zero tolerance and this, in turn, 
would deter bigger crimes. 
Also, by arresting low-level 
offenders, you would be rid-
ding the streets of criminals 
who might be wanted for other 
crimes. This aggressive style 
of policing was accompanied 
by an increasing use of “stop 
and frisk,” which reached its 
peak in the last few years of the 
Bloomberg administration.

Now the pendulum has be-
gun to swing back. In the after-
math of the grand jury’s con-
troversial non-indictment in 
the Eric Garner case last week, 
people are questioning the wis-

dom of arresting a man whose 
only crime was selling loose 
cigarettes on a street corner. 
The public’s appetite for “Bro-
ken Windows” policing has 
reached a tipping point. Society 
is fed up with aggressive polic-
ing that can lead to the deaths 
of unarmed men.

And so it seems that we will 
now enter an era where our po-
lice will be more guarded and 
will likely wear cameras that 
will record their interactions 
with people. This technology 
will make things more trans-
parent.

If “Broken Windows” is 
abandoned (and if it is, it’s un-
likely to happen with a press 
release or a major pronounce-
ment) it will end an era of polic-
ing in New York in which our 
cops played offense rather than 
defense. If we are now entering 
a period of kinder and gentler 
policing, we will see if the dra-
matic decrease in major crime 
in New York has gained enough 
traction that we no longer need 
a constantly vigilant police 

force.
It will take some time for 

New York to be able to judge 
the outcome of this new crime-
fighting strategy. We will only 
know after 12 to 18 months 
whether crime rates will start 
to rise and whether it was “Bro-
ken Windows” policing that 
kept the crime rate so low for 
so long.

In the meantime, let us pray 
that our mayor and police com-
missioner and the whole NYPD 
continue to maintain order and 
peace. I lived through the 1970s 
and 1980s in New York and any-
one else who remembers what 
life was like in those dangerous 
decades will agree that we can-
not go backwards in time, no 
matter what the pendulum of 
history decrees.

Tom Allon, president of City 
& State NY, was a Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed may-
oral candidate in 2013 before 
he left to return to the private 
sector. Reach him at tallon@cit-
yandstateny.com.

COLUMNS

NYC crime reaching next dangerous ‘tipping point’

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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BY BILL PARRY

When the leaders of two Long Is-
land City civic associations heard how 
stressed area food pantries are this holi-
day season, they swung into action. 

The Hunters Point Civic Association 
and the LIC/Astoria Lions joined forces 
to mount their first ever food drive and 
now they are preparing to deliver over 
3,300 pounds of collected items.

“We hooked up with Food Cellar and 
Urban Market in LIC and Associated 
in Sunnyside,” Hunters Point Civic As-
sociation President Brent O’Leary said. 
“They set up boxes for donations. We 
also got the Emerald Guild Society, an 
association of building supers.  They 
set up boxes in 10 of our high-rise build-
ings.”

O’Leary and John Dallaire of the 
LIC/Astoria Lions set a goal of 2,000 
pounds. “Because of the amazing gener-
osity of the folks in LIC and Sunnyside, 
we now have 60 boxes packed with food,” 
O’Leary said, “Now I’ve got to rent a box 
van so we can deliver it all.”

Hour Children and Center of Hope 
International in Long Island City and 
the food pantry at St. Raphael’s Church 
in Sunnyside are destinations for the 
donated food.

It was at Center of Hope, Nov. 25, that 
the New York City Coalition Against 
Hunger released a study that showed 
nine out of 10 city food pantries and 

soup kitchens face longer lines as a 
result of federal cuts to SNAP, the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program.  Half have had to turn cli-
ents away, reduce the amount of food 
distributed per person and/or limit 
their hours of operation.

“These food pantries used to open 
just one day a week, but now they have 
to open three days a week for all these 
working people who, because of high 
rents, can’t afford food,” O’Leary said. 
“We had to do something to help out.”

Brent O'Leary (l.) and John Dallaire collect 
food to replenish overwhelmed pantries. 

Photo courtesy Brent O'Leary

First LIC food drive
delivers for pantries

have trust in our system, a lot of peo-
ple are losing faith and trust in the ju-
dicial system.”

This week several Queens Council 
members, including Donovan Rich-
ards (D-Laurelton), Karen Koslowitz 
(D-Forest Hills), Ruben Wills (D-
Jamaica), Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) staged a “die-in” at City 
Hall. 

In the aftermath of the Garner case, 
New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
Police Commissioner William Bratton 
announced a program to retrain about 
22,000 cops. The three-day course will 
cost $35 million, said de Blasio.

The first day officers will be taught 
police foundations, the seconds day 
smart policing techniques, and the 
third and last day tactical skills. 

The mayor said, for example, if a 
confrontation between a cop and a ci-
vilian is escalating, “How do we stop 
it? How do we de-escalate it?”

But Gadsden believes the retrain-
ing is unnecessary. 

“This is a waste of taxpayers mon-
ey,” he said. “Why do you retrain 100 
percent of the police officers when 
only about 8 or 10 percent have a prob-
lem?”

The Jamaica NAACP president said 
the measures announced “are not go-
ing to solve anything. We need to hold 
the police officers accountable.”

In the meantime, Eric Schneider-
man, the state attorney general, is 
requesting permission from Cuomo to 
investigate cases involving unarmed 
civilians. “The horrible events sur-
rounding the death of Eric Garner 
have revealed a deep crisis of confi-
dence in some of the fundamental ele-
ments of our criminal justice system,” 
Schneiderman said.

Donna Lieberman, executive di-
rector of the New York City Liberties 
Union, said, “the failure to secure an 
indictment in the killing of Eric Gar-
ner leaves New Yorkers with an ines-
capable question: How can we hold po-
lice officers accountable for the death 
of unarmed civilians?” 

She pointed out the designation of a 
special prosecutor “will be a first step 
to help restore public faith in our jus-
tice system.”

Continued from Page 5 

Garner
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FLIP

Miranda Kerr

Crystal Star Ornament
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BY JUAN SOTO

The Port Authority, the state agency 
that manages both JFK and LaGuar-
dia airports, will install new airplane 
noise monitors in the borough. The de-
vices will provide data on the aircraft 
noise impact on communities in the 
flight paths of both airports.

“These additional noise monitors 
are great news in our continued fight 
against the blistering airplane noise 
that continues to ruin the quality of 
the life throughout our borough,” said 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
who requested the new monitors in a 
letter sent to the Port Authority and to 
the Federal Aviation Administration. 
“The devices will allow officials to get 
precise and accurate readings on how 
levels of aircraft noise affect our neigh-
borhoods.”

One of the new monitors was in-
stalled on top of a residential building 
in downtown Flushing, neighborhood 
affected by low-flying airplane traffic 
to LaGuardia.

Meng said the other device will be 
located in Maspeth or Middle Village. 
The Port Authority is evaluating sever-
al locations, and Meng said the agency 
will make a determination sometime 
this month.

Residents living around Kennedy 
Airport and LaGuardia Airport have 
been fighting to curb the increasing 
number of airplanes flying over their 
neighborhoods since about two years 
ago, when the U.S. Senate passed the 
Federal Aviation Administration Re-
authorization bill allowing the FAA to 
switch from a radar to a satellite-con-
trol traffic control system.

The GPS technology brought a new 
flight pattern into effect with more 
planes landing and taking off.

“We appreciate all new noise moni-
tors placed in the New York City metro 
area,” said Janet McEneaney, presi-
dent of Queens Quiet Skies, a civic or-
ganization calling to mitigate aircraft 
noise. “They bring more openness and 
clarity, they allow all residents to see 
the impact of flight procedures on the 
quality of life in their communities.”

 Meng along with fellow U.S. Reps. 
Steve Israel (D-Melville), Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) and Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Astoria) established the Quiet 

Skies Caucus with other lawmakers 
a few months ago to have a common 
voice in Washington to fight airplane 
noise. The congressional caucus also 
includes congressmen from Califor-
nia, Illinois, Florida, Massachusetts 
and Minnesota.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
was one of the first elected politicians 
to speak against the increasing air-
plane noise.

McEneaney wants the public to 
use the Port Authority’s new Webt-
rak website to follow flights into and 
out of LaGuardia and JFK airports. 
The website allows the user to “watch 
noise levels in decibels of each flight as 
it passes over a noise monitor” McE-
neaney said.

Borough residents can also file 
noise complaints online.

“Since the Port Authority is mak-
ing a continuing investment in noise 
monitors, we hope the next step will be 
to use the data constructively and get 
some real improvement,” McEneaney 
said.

Reach reporter Juan Soto by e-mail 
at jsoto@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Boro gets more devices 
to monitor plane noise

Holiday break is a wonderful 
time for children to enjoy a re-
prieve from the daily routine of 
school and homework, and spend 
time with family and relax. How-
ever, Eileen Huntington of Hun-
tington Learning Center reminds 
parents that there are many ways 
to keep children learning and en-
gaged over break—without forc-
ing school work on them. “This 
break is a great opportunity to 
get into a few fun and educa-
tional activities as a family,” says 
Huntington. Here are a few ideas 
to help your child keep learning 
these next few weeks: 

Let your child plan a meal. 
This can combine time-manage-
ment, and help with math, read-
ing, writing, and art skills. Pro-
vide cookbooks or online cooking 
sites to help choose simple reci-
pes for the meal. When cooking, 
put your child in charge of mea-
suring. Ask questions, such as 
“Is two 1/4 cups the same as 1/2 
cup? How can you tell?” Model 
how to create a shopping list. 
Try to estimate cooking times 
and prepare a schedule. Search 
the newspaper for coupons. Do 
math estimates while grocery 
shopping. 

Break out the crafts. There’s 
no better time than the holidays 
to create gifts. Check out your 
local craft center for classes on 
card-making, or spend time to-
gether at home working with 
your hands. Clay, paint, draw-
ing materials and more are a 
great way to exercise those artis-
tic, creative muscles. Take those 
projects a step further and check 
out how-to books from the library 
on new crafts or nonfiction books 
on different artists. 

Hit the library. The library 
is a must-visit destination over 
holiday break. Your child can 
enjoy reading for the fun of it as 
opposed to reading for school, so 
let him or her choose a few books 
to enjoy over break on subjects 
that are of interest to him or her. 
Don’t forget to check out the li-
brary’s schedule of classes and 
events for children, teens and 

families over the holidays. 
Books as holiday gifts. Good 

gifts over the holidays are books 
or a gift card from a book store. 
A gift card allows your child to 
pick out books they want to read 
so they are involved in the selec-
tion process and will be excited 
for what they will read. 

Explore local museums. Call 
the local art, history, science or 
cultural museums to see if they 
have any special exhibits going 
on this holiday season. And even 
if they do not, these next couple 
of weeks are a great time to make 
a few family field trips to some of 
the attractions that your city has 
to offer. As a follow up to the out-
ing have your child write about 
the activity.

With a little planning and 
imagination, you can make this 
holiday break enjoyable for your 
child—and help him or her learn 
a few new things, too. “Take time 
during the break to encourage 
your child to explore his or her 
interests and have fun in the pro-
cess,” says Huntington. “Free 
time is the best time to refresh 
one’s memory that learning itself 
is a fun activity.” 

Huntington is the tutoring 
and test prep leader. Its certified 
tutors provide individualized 
instruction in reading, phonics, 
writing, study skills, elementary 
and middle school math, Alge-
bra through Calculus, Chemis-
try, and other sciences. It preps 
for the SAT and ACT, as well as 
state and standardized exams. 
Huntington programs develop 
the skills, confidence, and moti-
vation to help students succeed 
and meet the needs of Common 
Core State Standards. Founded 
in 1977, Huntington’s mission is 
to give every student the best ed-
ucation possible.

Learn how Huntington can help 
at www.huntingtonhelps.com.

For franchise opportunities 
please visit www.huntingtonfran-
chise.com.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Huntington Learning 
Center Offers Holiday 
Break Learning Tips

tions. And he worked well with all of 
them,” Van Bramer said. “Joe cared 
about doing his job well. That is why 
he did well. I enjoyed working with 

him and wish him nothing but the 
best.”

At the end of his emotional farewell 
speech, Conley, 67, said, “I have made 
lifelong friends in this room, people 
that shared my life.”

He choked back tears as the crowd 
rose to its feet in a standing ovation. 

Continued from Page 10 

Conley

The Port Authority installs new noise moni-
tor in downtown Flushing, and will put an-
other one in Middle Village or Maspeth.  
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17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Pirouette Window Shadings

SEPTEMBER 16 – DECEMBER 16, 2014

It’s time to decorate 
your windows for the holidays.

(plus $25 rebate each additional unit)

(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

(plus $100 rebate each additional unit)

$100 REBATE*

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/16/14 –12/16/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 
weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limita-
tions apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE

718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK
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 Strong PTA key to strengthening schools

25 Davis Ave • Port Washington NY
AnimalLeague.org • 516.883.7575

OPEN EVERY DAY:   
Sun – Thurs: 10am – 9pm
Fri – Sat: 10am – 10pm

North Shore Animal League America has 
HUNDREDS of puppies, kittens, cats and dogs 
to choose from! MIXED-BREEDS, PUREBREDS, 
SMALL BREEDS TOO!

Saturday December 13 - 10am–1pm and
Sunday December 14 - 10am–1pm

FREE ADOPTIONSFREE ADOPTIONS

FOLLOW US ON

Christ the King Community to 
Host Semi-Annual Blood Drive

The Christ the King Community will be hosting its Semi-Annual 
Blood Drive in conjunction with the New York Blood Center on 
Tuesday, December 16th at Christ the King High School, located 
at 68-02 Metropolitan Ave., from 8:00AM to 2PM. 

The New York Blood Center is always in need of blood.  Due 
to Hurricane Sandy, the blood supply was significantly depleted.  
Close to 2,000 donations are needed each day in the New York 
Metropolitan area for patients who require a life-saving blood and/
or platelet transfusion. Those in need include cancer patients, ac-
cident, burn or trauma victims, patients undergoing surgery or a 
transplant, and newborn babies.

Please consider coming down to Christ the King and give the gift 
of life by donating a pint of blood on Tuesday, December 16th.

For more information regarding Christ the King’s Blood Drive or to 
sign up, please visit www.ctkny.org

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college 
preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students 
from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. 
The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, 
Vice Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., 
Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, 
President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

About two dozen concerned 
parents, PTA officers and par-
ent advocates met to discuss 
the ever-increasing need for 
enhanced parent and school 
involvement in Queens’ public 
schools and the positive im-
pact this would have on their 
children’s education last week 
at Queens Borough Hall.

The workshop was hosted 
by Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz, a mother of two, 
who encouraged families to be-
come more proactive through 
their schools’ Parent-Teacher 
Associations. Their primary 
role is to build strong working 
relationships among parents, 
teachers and schools and to 
raise money for a variety of 
students’ needs throughout 
the school year.

Part of the workshop’s 
goal was to provide a forum 
for brainstorming ideas that 
would help rejuvenate PTAs 
that had become stagnant.  
Participants were reminded 
that PTA meetings can serve 
as venues for discussions 

about a variety of educational 
issues, like school reform ini-
tiatives and the implementa-
tion of new programs. In fact, 
anyone who has a child in a 
local public school is already 
a part of the PTA and should 
participate, whether they have 
a lot of free time or only an 
hour to spare.  This is a great 
way to stay on top of what’s 
happening at school and to 
connect with other parents 
and school leaders.

“It’s so important that we 
have involvement from par-
ents in all of the schools in 
our borough. The strength of 
a school is based on its par-
ents,” said Katz, the mother of 
a 6-year-old son who attends 
public school and of a 3-year-
old son who will soon be join-
ing his brother in the public 
school system.

The workshop featured 
helpful presentations that 
outlined the changing role of 
PTAs in Queens. District 28 
family advocate Sonia Rueda 
presented a comprehensive 
overview aimed at helping 
PTAs achieve organizational 

success at the Dec.2 event and 
offered suggestions for more 
effective meetings, as well as 

fund-raising initiatives that 
would boost schools’ bottom 
lines. 

Savvy PTA members know 
that social media is an invalu-
able fund-raising tool, while 
other funding options may in-
clude tapping into grant mon-
ey from private companies.

While classic PTA fund-
raisers like candy and bake 
sales and school carnivals can 
still be effective, they tend to 
be rather time-consuming 
for busy working parents.  
So, in light of ongoing issues 
stemming from scanty school 
budgets –a hot button topic at 
many PTA gatherings – some 
local schools have been opt-
ing for low-effort, high-impact 
funding options as out of the 
box ways are introduced to fill 
funding gaps.

Many local PTAs have in-
creased community participa-
tion by finding ways to reach 
out and attract neighborhood 
families, while making the 
most of volunteers’ different 
styles and abilities, thus allow-
ing them to take ownership of 
the process by providing them 
with clear project goals and 
explaining desired outcomes.

Borough Presdient Melinda Katz, with sons Carter, right, and Hunter, 3, is 
on a mission to revive public school PTAs. 
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Download the Free 
Queens Library App
� Chat/text with a librarian

� Download e-books, music

� Find events

� Find books, videos

9844-3/14

Requirements:
Compatible with  
iPhone and iPad touch. 
Requires iPhone OS 2.2 
or later. WiFi, Edge, or 
3G network connection 
sometimes required.

Requirements:
Android 2.3 and higher. 
WiFi, Edge, or 3G network 
connection sometimes 
required.

www.queenslibrary.org ��������	
����	�����	����������������������������������	�������	����������	������	�������������	
����������
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GingerBread Lane — The world-record setting 
1 1/2 ton, 300-square-foot village returns to 
Queens. Special gingerbread house workshops 
held Dec. 7 and Dec. 28.
When: Through Jan. 11, 2015
Where: New York Hall of Science, 47-01 111th 
St., Corona
Cost: $11/adults, $8/seniors, students and 
children 17 and under
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

“The Nutcracker” —The Maspeth High 
School Dance Department presents the 
classic holiday ballet, choreographed by 
Kate Henry.
When: Friday, Dec. 12, at 7 pm, and Saturday, 
Dec. 13, at 5 pm
Where: Maspeth High School Auditorium, 
54-40 74th St., Maspeth
Cost: $7, tickets available through Eventbrite
Contact: (718) 803-7100
Website: www.maspethhighschool.org

Christmas Concerts at St. Francis Prep 
— The 11 ensembles from St. Francis will 
perform holiday music. 
When: Friday, Dec. 12 and Saturday, Dec. 13, 
at 7:45 pm
Where: St. Francis Prep, 61-00 Francis Lewis 
Blvd., Fresh Meadows 
Cost: $5
Contact: (718) 423-8810, ext. 255
Website: www.sfponline.org

Hands-on History: Deck the Halls — Take a 
special tour of the museum and learn how the 
King family celebrated the season. You will 
also be able to create traditional winter and 
Christmas decorations. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 13, from noon - 3pm
Where: King Manor Museum, 150-03 Jamaica 
Ave., Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545, ext. 13
Website: www.kingmanor.org

Winter Fest at Citi Field — The New York 
Mets teams up with Metropolitan Hospitality 
for the fi rst Winter Fest. Spend the afternoon 
playing games, noshing on holiday treats, 
taking part in craft activities and meeting 
Santa along with Mr. and Mrs. Met. Attendees 
are encouraged to bring a new, unwrapped 
item that will be donated to Toys for Tots. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 13, from 1 pm - 5 pm
Where:  Citi Field, 123-01 Roosevelt Ave., 
Flushing
Cost: $10/adults, $7/children
Website: www.mets.com/winterfest

Queens College Choral Society’s 74th 
Annual Winter Concert — QC’s Choral 
Society helps to ring in the season with a 
performance of Handel’s “Messiah.”
When: Saturday, Dec. 13, at 7:30 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium at Kupferberg 
Center for the Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $20, $5/Queens College students with 
ID at box offi ce only
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.kupferbergcenter.org

Brunch with Santa — Bring mom and dad to 
meet Santa and Mrs. Claus during Bourbon 
Street’s annual Christmas celebration. 

Reservations are required. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 14, from noon - 3 pm
Where: Bourbon Street, 40-12 Bell Blvd, 
Bayside
Cost: Kids eat free all day with the purchase 
of an adult brunch or dinner
Contact: (718) 224-2200
Website: www.bourbonstreetny.com

Myrtle Avenue Holiday Events — Enjoy 
performances by the NYC Brass Entourage, 
Opera on Tappers Carolers and Music by 
Silverteeth along Myrtle Avenue. On Dec. 
14, visit with Santa — remember to bring a 
camera — from noon to 3 pm at 71st Avenue 
Plaza. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 14, from noon - 4 pm
Where: Myrtle Avenue between Wyckoff 
Avenue and Fresh Pond Road
Cost: Free
Website: www.ridgewood-ny.com

Hanukkah Festival — Celebrate the Festival 
of Lights with a magic show, infl atables, 
games, crafts and a children’s book fair. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 14, from 1 pm - 3:30 pm
Where: Central Queens Y, 67-09 108th St., 
Forest Hills
Cost: $5/per child over 2, $15/family 
maximum, Free/adults
Contact: (718) 268-5011, ext. 501
Website: www.cqy.org

Winter Holiday Festival — Celebrate 
Christmas, Hanukkah and Kwanzaa with an 
art-making workshop along with storytelling 
performances by Robin Bady and Tammy 
Hall. When: Sunday, Dec. 14, at 1 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 Northern 
Blvd.
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org

“Holidays Around the World” concert — 
The Queens Symphony Orchestra presents 
this family concert featuring music of the 
season from various cultures.
When: Sunday, Dec. 14, at 3 pm
Where: Kupferberg Center for the Arts, 
Lefrak Concert Hall, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 

Members of the Maspeth High School 
Dance Department perform in “The 
Nutcracker” during last year’s first pro-
duction of the ballet at the school.  

Photo courtesy Maspeth High School 

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

$CASH$$CASH$ Holiday HappeningsHoliday Happenings

Continued on Page 44
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MYRTLE AVENUE
HOLIDAY SAVINGS  
Every Day of the Week 

Shop Myrtle Avenue 
(between Wyckoff Avenue 
& Fresh Pond Road) and

Enjoy Our Holiday Lights &
Music throughout December

Many stores 
will be open 

late during the 
holiday season.
Check individual  
stores for hours

WHERE
SANTA SHOPS!!
FREE CANDY 

CANES

Get the Myrtle Avenue

in participating Myrtle Ave. BID stores featuring
MONEY SAVING COUPONS & the Myrtle Avenue store listing

Visit our website: www.ridgewood-ny.com

JOIN THE FUN ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14TH

NYC Brass Entourage: 
12pm – 2pm

Opera on Tappers Caroling: 
2pm – 4pm

at 71st Ave. Plaza
(Myrtle Ave. just off Forest Ave.)

Music by Silverteeth:  
2pm – 4pm

at Venditti Square
(Myrtle & St. Nicholas Aves.)

Santa 
Pictures

Bring Your Own Camera

12pm – 3pm
Myrtle Ave. &  
71st Ave. Plaza
(Just off Forest Ave.)
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

A total of 35 computers and 
iPads were missing and 125 
such devices sat unused when 
an audit of the city school sys-
tem’s tech contracts reviewed 
four campuses across the bor-
ough, city Comptroller Scott 
Stringer said earlier this 
month.

Stringer said the probe ex-
amined the city Department of 
Education’s inventory control 
of computer and electronic 
purchases through contracts 
with Apple and Lenovo and 
determined more than 1,800 
computers were unaccounted 
for or missing and nearly 400 
laptops and tablets were un-
packed in 10 DOE locations.

Four electronics were un-
accounted for and 120 unused 
at PS 152 in Woodside; six com-
puters were missing and two 
iPads were not on an inventory 
list at JHS 217 in Jamaica; two 
iPads were not on an equip-
ment list at PS 165 in Flushing; 
and 25 computers were unac-
counted for and five devices 
unpackaged at Francis Lewis 
High School in Utopia, accord-

ing to the audit.
“It is an insult to families 

who are desperate to access 
technology for their children 
to leave brand new computers 
and tablets unused in closets 
and storage facilities,” String-
er said in a statement. “If audi-
tors can’t locate an average of 
180 computers per DOE loca-
tion, this may be just the tip of 
the iceberg.”

Stringer said the audit, 
which examined equipment 
purchased between July 1, 
2011 and June 30, 2013 at nine 
schools and one administra-
tive site, found that the DOE 
does not maintain a central 
inventory system of comput-
ers. Instead, its asset manage-
ment system database tracks 
purchases, but not where they 
wind up. The department has 
each school compile annual 
inventory lists, which are not 
reconciled with the asset man-
agement system, he said.

The agency’s official re-
sponse to the audit contended 
that the comptroller did not ex-
amine the DOE’s full invento-
ry process and therefore gave 
an inaccurate impression.

It also maintained that a 
single centralized inventory 
system, as Stringer’s team rec-
ommended, would not be cost 
effective or practical.

“We are training teachers 
to use technology effectively 
through expanded profes-
sional development, working 
to find cost-effective and prac-
tical solutions that safeguard 
technology in schools and 
administrative offices, and 
identifying ways to catalogue 
all equipment to ensure we are 
using all available resources 
to serve our students,” DOE 
Deputy Press Secretary Yurid-
ia Pena said in a statement. 

The department said it 
has tasked all central offices 
and schools with updating or 
creating inventory lists this 
academic year and will use 
the audit’s recommendations 
to create a practical tracking 
system.

Boro schools lost computers, tablets: Audit

Christ the King Community Kicks Off 2014 
Christmas Season with Tree Lighting Ceremony

Christ the King Community kicked off the 2014 Christmas Season at their Annual 
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony last Friday. More than 350 people within the com-
munity joined in the festivities.  Santa was on hand for pictures and families enjoyed 
an indoor Winter Wonderland filled with games, activities, bouncy castles, and hot 
chocolate.  CK’s Musical Theater Group was also on hand, singing Christmas carols, 
along with performances by the CK Drum Band and Choir.  Fun was had by all!Nathan 
Detroit and his long-suffering girl friend Adelaide.  They will next be seen in a new 
musical revue, A Night at the Movies, on December 6 and 7. [www.ctkny.org] They will 
end their CK theatrical career playing the Cowardly Lion and Dorothy in this spring’s 
production of The Wizard of Oz. 

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college 
preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students 
from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. 
The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, 
Vice Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., 
Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, 
President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King Christmas TreeIndoor Winter Wonderland #1 CK Choir Singing Christmas CarolsIndoor Winter Wonderland #2

WHY WAIT... TO SEE A DOCTOR?

FIRST+MED 
FIRST MED URGENT CARE 
FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS

BAYSIDE/FLUSHING 
191-20 Northern Blvd.  Flushing, NY 11358 

718-224-8855  Mon. - Fri.: 8am-9pm  Sat. & Sun.: 8am-7pm
GLENDALE 

82-17 Woodhaven Blvd.  Glendale, NY 11385 
718-805-9581  Mon. - Fri.: 9am-7pm  Sat. & Sun.: 9am-3pm

                           FIRSTMEDNY.com

Member Urgent Care 
Association Of America

We Now Accept 
all BC/BS, 

GHI Access, Aetna, CIGNA, 
HIP, Oxford, Vytra, 

Medicare, Emblem Health, 
Magnacare, UHC, NYC Ship, 

Power Authority, Postal, 
W.C., No Fault

WELL LIT PARKING LOT

City Comptroller Scott Stringer ad-
dresses the crowd at an Astoria 
event. 
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www.ridgewoodbank.comMember
FDIC

“It’s the most  

 of  the Year”
Wonderful Time 

Share your holiday pet 
photo and you could 
win a $250 gift card!

Visit facebook.com/RidgewoodBank for details

Best wishes for a 
happy & healthy 
holiday season

Best wishes for a 
happy & healthy 
holiday season
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BY BILL PARRY

The library at LaGuardia 
Community College is set for 
a massive renovation that will 
expand and modernize the fa-
cility and make it more acces-
sible for the 850,000 students 
and faculty that visit each 
year. City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside), 
who allocated $2 million in 
funding for the project, was 
joined by the school’s presi-
dent Dr. Gail Mellow, educa-
tors and students at a Friday 
groundbreaking at the Long 
Island City campus.

“Once the $2 million reno-
vation and expansion of the li-
brary is complete, this sanctu-
ary of learning will help over 
20,000 students live out their 
dreams,” Van Bramer said. 
“LaGuardia Community Col-
lege has a successful track re-
cord improving the lives and 
economic opportunities for 
countless sons and daughters 
of immigrants who continue 
to attend this world-class in-

stitution. Together with this 
significant investment we 
will ensure more students are 
given a state-of-the-art facil-
ity they need to enhance their 
economic experience.”

The renovation will expand 
the library to the E-Building’s 
second floor. The college’s 
Humanities Department was 

moved to the C-Building to 
make room for the expansion.

“LaGuardia’s library is a 
critically important learning 
space for our students,” Dr. 
Mellow said. “Now, because of 
Councilman Van Bramer’s re-
lentless advocacy and leader-
ship, our library will have the 
resources to better serve our 

growing student population 
and innovative faculty.”

The first floor renovation 
will create a more open plan, 
allowing better access. When 
the renovations are complet-
ed, students will walk through 
a new entrance into a bright, 
open space lit by natural light 
from the western and south-

ern walls. The renovation will 
also allow the space to become 
more technology-friendly, 
with study desks and tables 
wired for use with laptops and 
mobile devices.

“We are excited to embark 
on the construction project,” 
LaGuardia’s VP of Admin-
istration Shahir Erfan said. 
“The new space will leverage 
architectural and engineering 
design to promote learning 
and student engagement and 
the technology upgrades will 
enhance the student experi-
ence.”

The project is expected to 
be completed by fall 2016. 

“To us students, the library 
is our sanctuary to study, do 
homework and be academical-
ly active,” LaGuardia Student 
Government Political Aware-
ness Officer Katherine Guti-
errez-Rios said. “More books 
and more space are what we 
need. We have waited for this 
renovation, and it will provide 
us exactly that.”

Major library renovation starts at LaGuardia
Groundbreaking held for community college’s $2M state-of-the-art sanctuary of learning

Gridlock at Christ the King 
Theatre Production Group Performs for Local Schools
Christ the King High School’s Theatre 

Production group hosted special preview of their 
Musical Theatre production for local schools in 
the area.   This year, more than 700 students 
attended the performance of A Night at the 
Movies: A Musical Revue.  Local schools in 
attendance included St. Adalbert’s, St. Clare, St. 
Elizabeth, St. Helen’s, St. Thomas the Apostle 
and Middle Village Preparatory Middle School.

Michael Michel, President of Christ the King 
Campus said, “Over the years, Christ the King has strived to create strong community 
relations within its surrounding area.  One way we have done this is by inviting local schools 
to enjoy our musical theatre productions.”

In the past years, the CK Musical Theatre’s Production group has put on performances of 
Little Shop of Horrors, Into the Woods, Grease, Sweeney Todd, Phantom of the Opera, Pippin, 
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast, A Christmas Carol: The Musical, and Guys and Dolls.

The CK Musical Theatre Department is also preparing for their spring production of The 
Wizard of OZ, to take place on April 24th, 25th, 26th and May 1st, 2nd & 3rd.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college 
preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students 
from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. 
The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, 
Vice Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., 
Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, 
President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

 

Holiday Safety 
While you’re decking the halls with joy and laughter  

this Holiday Season 

the Trauma Service at Elmhurst Hospital Center  
would like you to make it a SAFE one.  

So join us for some Joyous Holiday Tips! 

Wednesday, December 17 

10 a.m. — 2 p.m. 

AT 

H-Building Lobby 41st AVE. 

Elmhurst NY 11373 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

INJURY PREVENTION COORDINATOR, SANDRA ORANVIL PHONE 718-334-2036

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (third from l.) mans a shovel at the groundbreaking for the major renova-
tion of the library at LaGuardia Community College accompanied by officials from the school.
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We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

NO
SALES

TAX
UNIFIEDWINDOW

SYSTEMS, INC.
WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

ROOFING SIDING
Starting at 

29952995
Starting at 

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

3995

2129

3995

2129
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

MASONRY
FREE

in Home
Estimates

0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
Purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
Purchase

or

NEW REPAIR SERVICE
WE NOW REPAIR OTHER COMPANIES' PRODUCTS

SAVE THIS AD SAVE THIS AD
HUGE DECEMBER SALE! 10% off Windows & Doors and up to 25% off Siding & Roofing

 • 10% OFF WINDOWS AND DOORS / 0% FINANCING OR 25% OFF SIDING AND ROOFING • 10% OFF WINDOWS AND DOORS / 0% FINANCING OR 25% OFF SIDING AND ROOFING • 

Take Discounts off below prices December 1st - 23rd
NEW ORDERS ONLY • 12/01-12/23/14 • NO EXCEPTIONS

SALE DOES 
NOT APPLY TO 

EXSISTING 
ORDERS

TL

NO
SALES
TAX! www.uwds.com (888) 631-2131

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-25660-H13 

• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

$899 $899 $999 $999

INCLUDES CAULKING, STOP
MOULDING AND DEBRIS REMOVAL

REG. ON SALE

STEEL SECURITY DOOR
•3 Standard Sizes
•Real Steel Construction
•Dead Bolt and Door Knob
•Black Powder Coat Finish
•Glass and Screen
FULLY INSTALLED

$59900$81500

REG.

ON SALE
$29900

$59900

ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE

  A1-SEN
Custom sizes and 10 colors available NO TAX

LEADED
GLASS

FULLY INSTALLED

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

AWNINGS & CARPORTS
DOOR HOODS

REG. ON SALE
$36900$49900

REG. ON SALE
$49900$63900

COUPONCOUPON

COUPON

REG. ON SALE
$17900

BASEMENT WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE UP TO 32” x 18”

FULLY WELDED FULLY INSTALLED

SLIDERS OR
HOPPERS

$39900

COUPON

No Min. Req. NO TAX

(718) 362-5222•(914) 358-9650•(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

BROOKLYN•QUEENS
130-11 Atlantic Ave.

Richmond Hill, NY  11418
299 Peninsula Blvd.

Hempstead, NY 11550

CUSTOM-SIZED!

CUSTOM-PAINTED
STEEL DOORS

FULLY INSTALLED

Includes:
REG. $149900
• 8 Coat Paint Finish
• Adjustable Saddle
• 20 Gauge/10 Gauge
   Reinforced Steel Frame
• Magnetic Seal
• Double Insulated Glass
• Door Knob/Dead Bolt
• Full line of Fiberglass 
   Doors also available

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
& LEADERS

CUSTOM

Many colors & 
Sizes available

37500Leaf Protection
Soffit & Fascia

Ask About

$

COUPON

Entire House as Low as

PATIO
DOORS

REG.
ON SALE

$109900

$199900

LOW E GLASS / ARGON GAS
TOP QUALITY STEEL REINFORCED

& FULLY INSTALLED 5FT.

COUPON

• Foam filled frame and Sash
• Krypton/Argon Gas
• Meets D.O.E. / R5 Program
• Lifetime Guarantee

REG. ON SALE
$35900$79900

TRIPLE GLASS
WELDED WINDOWS

FULLY INSTALLED

COUPON

INDO
FULLY INSN

ON SA
NSTALL

$599
REG.

IN

81500
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Focus COMPILED BY PAUL JANNACE

HOLIDAY SPIRIT
Girl Scout Brownie Troop 4573, accompanied by leaders Athena Pappas and Eleni Karas, visit-
ed St. Mary’s Children’s Hospital in Bayside Dec. 4. The troop brought gifts, sang carols, and 
spent time with the children at the hospital. (Clockwise from l.) Members of the troop sing 
Christmas carols to residents; Santa Claus is assisted by a couple of elves while visiting with 
residents; Santa Claus is seen with members of the troop in front of a Christmas tree; mem-
bers of the troop are pictured with residents of the hospital; residents are entertained by the 
Brownie Troop 4573; and Santa Claus poses with members of the troop and hospital residents.  

Photos courtesy of Athena Pappas 
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UP TO

• Instant Kawai Factory Rebates!

• OUR LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR! 

• 0% FINANCING AVAILABLE!

ALSO... SAVE ON LONG ISLAND’S LARGEST SELECTION OF
CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED  PIANOS BY: • YAMAHA  • STEINWAY

• BALDWIN • KNABE • DISKLAVIER • AND MANY OTHERS!

PLUS!  BRING IN THIS AD AND SAVE $100 OFF DELIVERY!

SELEC  SAVE ON 
LONG ISLAND’S 
LARGEST SELECTION
OF KAWAI PIANOS...

• Digital Pianos
NNow $1,095 to $9,995

• Upright Pianos
NNow $3,995 to $14,995

• Grand Pianos
NNow $8,995 to $129,995

* Some restrictions apply come in or call for details. Call or come in for details.  Does not apply to prior sales. Most major credit cards accepted. Financing arranged subject to credit approval. Delivery additional.

The most “Award Winning” Piano Line!

List. Prices

www.frankandcamilles        .comEstablished 1976 CARLE PLACE (Nassau County) ... (516) 333-2811  (718) 776-6967
229 Glen Cove Rd. 1 mile South of Northern State (31S) • In shopping center, next to Elements Lighting

MELVILLE ...... (Suffolk County) .... (631) 385-0606 
482 Route 110 (Walt Whitman Rd) 3 miles north of LIE(49N) • 1 mile north of Northern State(40N), RIGHT side of the street

Now!SAVE BIG NOW & Enjoy Your New Piano - Delivered By Christmas
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 
h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, 
tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ^Slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

2011 MERCEDES E350
$22,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1318. 
15k miles.

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL

CORVETTE2013 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #9700. 34k 
miles. 

$33,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity 
of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not 
responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 20k 1226 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766For Complimentary Pick Up

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND 
RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT 

SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995

1%
 IS ALL YOU PAY TO DRIVE AW

AY! W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††20
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ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

$103BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 2595, 35k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

$139BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'11 MERCEDES E350

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1318

$22,888
'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

'11 MERCEDES C300^
$18,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 14k miles, Stk#3824

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

$21,888
'11 MERCEDES ML-350

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk# 5589, 25k mi.

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#6879

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$16,900
'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY PAUL JANNACE

Berkeley College honored Ridgewood resident Teshwar Gopaul (mid-
dle), director, Academic Support Center and Faculty, Math and Sciences, 
with the 2014 Faculty of the Year Award for excellence in Developmental 
Education. Joining Gopaul were Marianna Vakalis, provost (l.), and Gerald 
Iacullo (r.), dean. Photo courtesy of Berkeley College

The Revival Club from Maspeth High School donated 
clothes and canned food to St. Stanislaus Kostka RC Church 
on Maspeth Avenue. Most of the donations were deliv-
ered to the soup kitchen in Brooklyn and local families in 
Maspeth. Along with the club adviser, Peter Kwon, are MHS 
students Katherine Kippes, Franz Kippes, Patrick Tameta, 
Paula Tameta, Ryann Garcia, Veronica Agosto, and Susanna 
Nitchman.  Photo courtesy of Maspeth High School

The Men’s Auxiliary of The Sgt. Edward R. Miller VFW Post 
No. 7336 in Glendale traveled to West Point to see the Army 
football team play Air Force. McDonald’s in Glendale donat-
ed breakfast along with Glendale Bagels and Dunkin Donuts 
and Jimmy O’Reilly of Yer Mans Irish Pub donated lunch and 
dinner. Other donations were made by Subway, Edison’s, Zum 
Stamtish, The Avenue, O’Neill’s, Bridie’s & Nate’s Zone Barber 
Shop & The Disabled American Veterans DAVA Chapter 118.  

Photo courtesy of Sgt. Edward R. Miller VFW Post No. 7336

Champlain College student Daniel Canal, of Jamaica, trav-
eled to the fifth annual Northeast Eco-Reps Symposium 
on Nov. 15. Six other student Eco-Reps from Champlain 
College, along with Sustainability Director Christina 
Erickson, also attended. The conference, which was held at 
Tufts University in Medford, Mass., gave student Eco-Reps 
from around the Northeast the opportunity to learn about 
and discuss various environmental topics.  

Photo courtesy of Champlain College

Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder (middle) with (l. to r.) Craig Young, Sarah Romulo, Chris Romulo, and Mark Anthony Marrero award-
ing CROM Martial Training with the Small Business of the Month Award for November. Goldfeder recognized CROM for con-
tributing to the vibrant, growing Rockaway Beach business district, and also praised Young and Marrero for winning silver 
medals at the World Kickboxing Association Unified World Champions Tournament in Turin, Italy. (Right) Assemblyman Phil 
Goldfeder chats with Marissa Berkowitz of We Care New York at the 11th annual We Care New York Thanksgiving Dinner.  

Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder’s office

Drunia Duvivier, director of the EXCEL Program at the 
Business, Computer Applications & Entrepreneurship 
High School in Cambria Heights, assisted Tech 
Squad students with their college applications.  

Photo courtesy of the Arts and Humanities High School.

Above left, the Holy Cross High School Hall of Fame inductees from a ceremony Nov. 15 included (standing from l. to 
r.), Dr. Jean Simon, PT ’90; Frank Orzo ’64; Msgr. Steven Aguggia, JCL ’79 (St. André Medal Recipient); Anthony Biscione 
’75; (seated from l. to r.) Vincent Calcagno, CPA ’90; Robert Discolo ’79; Joseph Marinello, CCFC ’59; Mary Pollini; Frank 
Kestler, DDS ‘74; and Brother James Branigan, C.S.C. Above right, Dr. David Rogers (middle) accepted the Cross and 
Anchor Award on behalf of Main Street Radiology awarded in recognition of outreach to the community and outstand-
ing support of Holy Cross High School.  Photo courtesy of Holy Cross High School
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Legendary Athletics, Compelling Academics

liu.edu/brooklyn

LIU Brooklyn  
athletes dominate 
the competition.

Blackbird Nation
The Blackbirds are the first team to win three NEC championships  
in a row and have made three consecutive trips to the NCAA  
Division I Men’s Basketball Championship.

Come show your support at these upcoming Barclays Center games.
DEC 18 

Florida International
DEC 28 

Hofstra
 

Mount St. Mary’s
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VISIT SAFERCAR.GOV/THERIGHTSEAT

 

 

Advertise your  
Clinical Studies in  

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in 

Classifieds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE 

OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537
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Compassionate Support That Will Never Be Forgotten

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Julia Doi calls herself 
Ruby Rose when she 
dresses up for “cos-
play,” short for cos-
tume play. Dozens 
of copsplay charac-
ter showed up last 
weekend for Winter 
Con, the pop culture 
and comic book expo 
at the Resort World 
Casino in Ozone Park.  

Photo by Michael Shain 

ROLE PLAY
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for students to learn how to 
protect themselves “and seek 
help when necessary.” Data 
regarding sexual assault and 
violent crimes reported on 
the SUNY campuses will be 
available.

According to the Justice 
department and the White 
House Council on Women 
and Girls, one in five college 
females have been the victim 
of a sexual assault. Of those, 
only 12 percent reported the 
crimes to police.

Laura Dunn, a sexual as-
sault victim and executive 
director of SurvJustice, an 
organization that focuses on 
victim’s rights within college 
campuses, said she was “im-
pressed” with the new SUNY 
policy.

“These policies are both 
compassionate towards sur-
vivors and compliant with 
federal law,” Dunn said.

Braunstein said his bill 
“seeks to have law enforce-
ment agencies more involved 
in attacks on campuses.”

Currently, if a sexual as-
sault occurs on campus, the 
victim notifies the school’s 

administrators. But they 
are not required to report 
the crime to the authorities, 
Braunstein pointed out.

“Usually, the schools say 
they will take action, expel-
ling the student, but they 
never involve law enforce-
ment,” the lawmaker said.

He emphasized that his 
bill and the new SUNY poli-
cy “don’t conflict with each 
other.”

Before reporting the case 
to authorities, the victim has 
to give her consent.

“The cases will be report-
ed only if the victim does not 
have any objections,” said 
Braunstein.

Involving law enforce-
ment agencies, he said, “will 
dissuade students from sexu-
ally assaulting others.”

This week, a senate panel 
examined the role of law en-
forcement in campus sexual 
assault cases.

“As a parent, I’ve been 
sickened by reports of sexual 
assaults on campuses across 
America,” U.S. Rep. Kirsten 
Gillibrand (D-NY) said.

Reach reporter Juan Soto 
by e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

“We cannot and we will not 
stand for these conditions any 
longer.”

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) oppos-
es the bill. 

“I was elected to help pro-
mote the economy, not un-
dermine it,” he said. “ These 
horses are treated very well. 
There is no economic, social 
or humane reason to abolish 
the industry.”

Lancman pointed out that 
for the bill to pass “26 coun-
cilmen have to look at their 
constituents in the eyes and 
tell them they are putting 300 
people out of work.”

Paul McDaid, a Woodside 
resident, has been driving a 
horse carriage for the past 26 
years.

“I am an optimist,” he said. 
“I don’t think this bill is going 
to pass in the Council.”

McDaid said he loves his 
job, and without it, he would 
be lost in the job market. 
“If I am out of a job, I really 
wouldn’t know where to look,” 
he said.

If the bill is approved, the 
legislation would allow the 

300 drivers to get green outer 
boroughs taxi permits.

“I don’t want to drive a 
car, I want to keep driving my 
horse,” McDaid said.

Taxi drivers are backing 
the horse carriages drivers, 
who would be given permits 
for green outborough taxis 
under the bill if the ban went 
through.

“Workers can’t be just 
moved around like pieces on 
a chess board,” said Bhairavi 
Desai, executive director of 
the 18,000-member New York 
Taxi Workers Alliance.

She pointed out there is a 
waiting list and a protocol to 
follow to apply for the green 
taxi permits processed by 
the Taxi and Limousine Com-
mission. “Will horse carriage 
drivers who never operated a 
vehicle for hire be given pref-
erence over livery, black car 
and taxi drivers on the wait-
ing list?” Desai asked.

“The horse carriage indus-
try, similar to taxis, is highly 
regulated and the drivers 
have worked for years to cre-
ate important protections for 
the horses they care for,” she 
said. “And they’ve struggled 
to build good jobs, among the 
few remaining in this econo-
my, especially for new immi-
grants with professional care-

taking skills.”
Horse carriage driver Án-

gel Hernández is proud of the 
work he does. Without the in-
dustry, he asked, “What I am 
suppose to do without this 
job?”

As one of the about 300 car-
riage operators, Hernández 
wonders “how do I pay for 
my bills? Provide for my chil-
dren?”

He said he hopes the Coun-
cil “doesn’t take this job away 
from my family.”

George Miranda, president 
of the Teamster Joint Council 
16, asked Council members to 
oppose the bill. 

“If the City Council takes 
away their jobs, these work-
ers will lose everything, and 
they haven’t done anything 
wrong,” Miranda said.

Miranda, who represents 
about 120,000 downstate New 
York Workers, including the 
horse-drawn carriage driv-
ers, added, “We are asking the 
City Council to oppose this 
bill, and we intend to win.”

Reach reporter Juan Soto 
by e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

Continued from Page 4 

Horses
Continued from Page 5 

Sex

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

At Calvary, the family member 
is just as important as the patient.

For more information, call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Nobody knows more than Calvary Hospital that caring for a loved 
one who is in the end-of-life stage is challenging – both physically 
and mentally. The stress can feel unbearable. It puts the entire 
family at risk for depression, anxiety disorders, physical sickness and 
disruptions in life – both at home and at work. Our experts clearly 
understand that this feeling of abandonment is just as significant 
as the physical pain. That’s why 90% of what we do at Calvary 
is caring for the family. In fact, we have an entire department 
specifically dedicated to caring for family members, with this year 
marking the 10th anniversary of our unique Family Care Center. 
It is all a part of our core value of “non-abandonment” – the 
commitment we make to our patients and their families every 
day. It’s one more reason why Calvary is Where Life Continues. 
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 
761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777

Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com

Neck & Back Pain  |  Scoliosis & Spinal Deformities | Knee & Hip 
Replacement | Hand, Shoulder, Elbow & Ankle  |  Sports Medicine  | 
Pediatric Orthopeadics  |  Physiatry, Pain Management  |  Pain 
Management Psychology  |  Chiropractic Care  |  Acupuncture  |  MRI

New York Spine Institute is the only comprehensive 
Spine Institute and Full Orthopedic Center on Long 
Island affiliated with NYU Langone’s Hospital for Joint 
Diseases. This center brings nationally and internationally 
recognized leaders in Spinal Care to your community.
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Astoria’s Liza Fiorentinos cannot 
stop talking about a chunk of moss 
she discovered outside her 24th Av-
enue business Sunday morning. 

The almost neon-green mound 
of fuzziness sits atop a damp slab of 
black-as-a-starless-night soil. 

While most people might not give 

this clump of rootless flora a second 
look, Fiorentinos eyes it for its artis-
tic potential. 

She offers the moss to visitors on 
hand at her store, Luludi Living Art, 
where they have gathered to attend 
a class in making Christmas orna-
ments with a plant component. 

It’s Luludi’s first ornament class, 
but Fiorentinos has a long history 
with greenery of all ilks. 

“Plants make you feel good,” said 
Fiorentinos. “They boost your mood. 
They detoxify the air. They just make 
you feel good.”

After 30 years in the corporate 
world toiling under the glare of flores-

cent lighting, she was anxious to find 
a workspace that made her environs 
feel less like a closed office door and 
more akin to wide open spaces.  

As a way to bring the outdoors 
inside — something she discovered 
and fell in love with while living in 
Paris for 15 years — she opened the 
shop and sold pictures frames she de-
signed, which incorporated a variety 
of plant life. 

In the past 16 months since she 
opened the doors, she has added new 
merchandise, including terrariums — 
which are small ecosystems of plants 
housed in glass containers — tabletop 

Creativity 
TAKES ROOT IN ASTORIA

At top, Liza Fiorentinos (l.) describes the 
air plants that class members Christie 
Powers (c.) and Regine Mechulan will use 
in their ornaments. Christie Powers at-
tempts to right one of the Christmas figu-
rines in her terrarium ornament.  

Photos by Kevin Zimmerman

Luludi Living Art offers 
terrarium building classes with 
a touch of the holiday season

Continued on Page 48

Holiday Happenings 44 
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PRODUCTIONS

“The Search for Signs of Intelligent Life 
in the Universe” — Barbara Rosenblat, from 
“Orange is the New Black,” stars in a staged 
reading of Jane Wagner’s 1980s critique of 
modern society in this fund-raising benefi t. 
When:  Saturday, Dec. 13 at 8 pm
Where: Chain Theatre, 21-28 45th Road, Long 
Island City
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Cost: $30
Website: www.variationstheatregroup.com

“It’s a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio 
Play” — Variations Theatre Group brings 
the beloved holiday movie to life as a troop 
of 1940s actors present a “Christmas Eve” 
broadcast about what it really means to be 
“the richest man in town.”
When: Through Dec. 21, Fridays and 
Saturdays at 8 pm — Saturday, Dec. 13 at 2 
pm only — and Sundays at 2 pm
Where: Chain Theatre, 21-28 45th Road, Long 
Island City
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Cost: $18/adults, $15/students and LIC 
residents, $9/children
Website: www.variationstheatregroup.com

“Fiddler on the Roof” — The Bayswater 
Players present the Broadway musical 
set in turn-of-the-20th-century Russia, 

which includes classic tunes “Matchmaker, 
Matchmaker,” “If I Were a Rich Man” and 
“Sunrise, Sunset.”
When: Through Dec. 21, Thursdays and 
Saturdays at 8 pm, Sundays at 3 pm
Where: Bayswater Jewish Center Theater, 
2355 Healy Ave., Far Rockaway
Contact: (516) 239-9500
Website: www.angelfi re.com/ny/bayplay/

“Christmas Carol” — Titan Theatre Co. and 
Queens Theatre present a new adaptation of 
Charles Dickens’ classic tale of redemption 
set on Christmas Eve.
When: Through Dec. 21
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United Nations 
Ave. South, Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $25 - $30
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle Meeting 
— Formerly known as the Playwrights Circle 
of Great Neck, this open group features 
discussion, workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in Queens and 
Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 7:30 pm – 
9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Answers in Sports
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

There’s a lot of attention 
being given to seasonal ingre-
dients nowadays, and that’s a 
good thing, but when we think 
seasonal, we also think of 
whole cuisines.  

When temperatures begin 
to drop, we are drawn to East-
ern European cuisines that 
feature hearty soups and stews 
chock full of meat and root veg-
etables.  Polish food fits that 
bill, so off we went to Ridge-
wood for a dose of Królewskie 
Jadlo’s rib-sticking fare.

A knightless suit of shin-
ing armor guards the way to a 
dimly lit restaurant/bar that 
looks like they used Dracu-
la’s decorator.  Dark wood, 
wrought iron and medieval 
weaponry are combined to 
evoke an early dungeon ambi-
ance.  Mace doesn’t only mean 
a kind of spice here.  

Our first look at the menu 
was disappointing.  There 
are two Królewskie Jadlos, 
one in Ridgewood, the other 

in Greenpoint, Brooklyn and 
they share a website.  

The website trumpets how 
owner/chef Krzysztof Drze-
wiecki, formerly the chef at 

Robert De Niro and Drew 
Nieporent’s Nobu wants to 
introduce New Yorkers to the 
less well known side of Pol-
ish cuisine, especially dishes 
made with game meats.  The 
menu on the website tempted 
us with many sophisticated 
dishes that we discovered are 
not offered at the Queens loca-
tion.  That being said, there is 
plenty of solid traditional Pol-
ish food here to enjoy.

Borscht isn’t just the red 
stuff.  There are four differ-
ent kinds at Królewskie Jadlo 
(KJ).  We sampled two of them.  
Ukranian borscht was a lovely 
rosy vegetable soup, redolent of 
beets and cabbage.  The white 
borscht, a dish traditionally 
served around Easter, is both 
rich and tart, probably from 
the addition of sour cream.  It 
was served with a side dish of 
mashed potatoes that you can 
either mix into the borscht or 
scoop onto your spoon before 
filling it with soup.  Either way, 
it’s a richly satisfying dish.  
Either borscht, with a slice of 

bread, would have made a fill-
ing meal on its own.

Grilled blood sausage may 
be one of those things you need 
to be raised on to properly ap-
preciate.  We tried it because 
we’re on intimate terms with 
its Irish equivalent, black pud-
ding.  The portion served was 
massive, and the texture was 
mealier than its Irish cousin.  
We prefer the Irish version, al-
though accompanying sauer-
kraut and fried onions added 
to its appeal.

Whether you’re a Polish 
food lover or newbie, ordering 
KJ’s Polish plate makes good 
sense.  It’s a sampler of Polish 
crowd pleasers, including a po-
tato pancake, stuffed cabbage, 
one each of the various piro-
gies, a sausage, and red cab-
bage slaw.  It all tastes like it’s 
from the kitchen of your own 
Polish babcia.  Our faves were 
the sauerkraut and mushroom 
pirogue and the stuffed cab-
bage.

A suit of armor greets guests to 
Polish restaurant Królewskie Jadlo 
in Ridgewood.  

Photo by Suzanne Parker

 Skip the trip to Warsaw for Polish fare
Królewskie Jadlo serves eastern European — and four kinds of borscht — in Ridgewood

Superb Spanish and
Continental Cuisine

Open For
Lunch and Dinner

MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW FOR

From 10 PM to 3 AM in the Costa Del Sol Ballroom or in the Dining Room

Order your choice two days before affair.
Unlimited Champagne

Premium Liquor $1

RESTAURANT

Noisemakers 
& Favors

NEW YEAR
HAPPY

Continued on Page 46

IF YOU GO
Królewskie Jadlo

66-21 Fresh Pond Road
Ridgewood, Queens

(718) 366-6226
www.krolewskiejadlo.com

Price Range: Appetizers: $2.75-
$8, Mains: $9.50-$14.50

Cuisine: Traditional Polish
Setting: Small, dark wood, 
wrought iron, weaponry.

Service: Friendly and 
professional

Hours: Sunday - Thursday:  noon 
to 9 p.m., Friday and Saturday: 

noon to 10 p.m.
Reservations: Optional

Alcohol: Full Bar
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: Welcome
Music: No

Takeout: Yes
Noise level: Acceptable

Handicap accessible: Yes
WIFI: No
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The Sacred Music Society 
of Our Lady Queen of 
Martyrs Church annual 
Christmas concert — The 
Sacred Music Society will 
be joined by the Oratorio 
Society of Queens in a 
performance of traditional 
holiday songs as well as 
highlights from Handel’s 
“Messiah.”
When: Sunday, Dec. 14, at 
4 pm
Where: Our Lady Queen 
of Martyrs Church, 110-6 
Queens Blvd., Forest Hills
Cost: $25/adults, $10/
children 12 and under 
accompanied by an adult. 
Contact: (718) 268-6251
Website: www.
ourladyqueenofmartyrs.org

Holiday Safety — The 
Trauma Service at Elmhurst 
Hospital offers a safety 
seminar to keep the season 
safe. 
When: Wednesday, Dec. 17, 
from 10 am - 2 pm
Where: Elmhurst Hospital 
Center, H-Building Lobby, 
41st Avenue, Elmhurst
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 334-2036

Website: www.nyc.gov/
elmhursthospital

Holidays on the Avenue  
— The Jamaica Center BID 
celebrates the season 
with free hot chocolate, 
toy handouts and holiday 
coupons from various 
retailers.
When: Wednesday, Dec. 17, 
and Wednesday, Dec. 24, 
from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm
Where: Jamaica Avenue 
near 159th Street, in front of 
Old Navy and Claire’s
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 526-2422
Website: www.
jamaicacenter.org

The Ugly Sweater Run — 
Don we now our hideous 
apparel. Take part in this 
Save the Children charity 
5K walk/run wearing your 
ugliest yuletide attire. 
Runners receive a vintage 
knit hat and unlimited hot 
chocolate. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 20, at 
11 am
Where: Citi Field, 123-01 
Roosevelt Ave., Flushing
Cost: $45-$60/per 
participant

Website: www.
theuglysweaterrun.com

Winter Solstice Cookies 
and Crafts — Families 
are invited to the Bayside 
Historical Society’s walk-
in workshop to create 
decorations celebrating the 
winter season. Hot cocoa 
and cookies will be available 
for purchase. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 21, from 
noon - 4 pm
Where: The Castle at Fort 
Totten, 208 Totten Ave., 
Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1548
Website: www.
baysidehistorical.org

Classical Singer’s Holiday 
Concert Jam — Queens 
College alumnus Alex 
Schirling, joins Erick Urgiles 
and Classical Singer’s Career 
Development Club in a 
concert fi lled with holiday 
music. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 21, at 
2 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $5/general admission, 
Free/members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Holiday HappeningsHoliday Happenings

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361  (718) 229-5319
Monday–Friday 3:30pm–11pm  

Saturday 4pm–midnight  Sunday 1pm–10pm
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ELEGANT AND TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

www.JimmysBayside.com

PRIVATE 
PARTIES 

and 
CATERING 
available 

for all 
occasions

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

Tel: 718.215.6470

Visit our website at: 
aperitifbistrobayside.com

Like us on Facebook

APERITIF BISTRO WINE BAR 
in Bayside is proud to announce its 

French Bistro, Lounge, 
Extensive Wine List, 

Creative Cocktails & Craft Beers

Now serving Lunch, Dinner, 
& Brunch on Sunday

Private Room & Catering Options 
available for private parties

Valet Parking available 
on weekends

Continued from Page 22 
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ALE HOUSE
& TRACKSIDE CAFE

Turkey Dinner Spiral Ham Dinner
(10-12 lbs) for 6 people 

(18-20 lbs) for 12 people 

For 10 people 

For 20 people 

Happy Holidays

Have your 
Holiday Party at 
Bourbon Street

Let our 
Professional 

Catering Staff 
plan the Perfect 

Party for the 
Season!

40-12 Bell Blvd Bayside, NY 11361 • Call to book now: 718-224-2200 • bourbonstreetny.com

BUY 5 GIFT CARDS 

OF THE SAME 
AMOUNT, 

GET ONE 
FREE!

Merry Christmas 
From Our Table to Yours!
Bourbon Street’s Christmas Eve Menu

SOUP DU JOUR
Butternut Squash with Sage & Almond Gremolata $5.95/$6.95

APPETIZERS
Potato Crusted Shrimp with Smokey Cajun Sauce $14.95

Blackened Scallop Bruschetta $13.95
Served with Pepper Jack Cheese & Tomato Jalapeño Relish

SALAD
Tuna Nicoise $16.95

Seared Tuna over Mixed Greens with Haricot Vert, New Potatoes, Olives,
Hard Boiled Eggs & Capers Tossed in a Farmers Vinaigrette

PASTA
Lamb Ragu Orecchiette $23.95

Braised Lamb Shank with Mushrooms, Lamb Jus, English Pea Puree
Topped with Ricotta Salata

Seafood Bolognese $25.95
Mussels, Clams Shrimp & Scallops in a Seafood Broth

ENTREES
Bone In Thick Cut Pork Chop $25.95

With Black Eyed Pea Ragu
Pan Roasted Black Sea Bass $25.95

With Fingerling Potatoes, Trumpet Mushrooms & Porcini Jus
TomaHawk Steak $28.95

With Crispy Pomme Frites & Chimichurri Sauce
Pan Roasted Chicken $24.95

With Potato Gnocchi, Sundried Tomatoes, Butternut Squash & Cilantro Almond Pesto

DESSERT
Drunkin’ Donuts $6.95

Taking 
Reservations 
for Christmas 

Eve Dinner
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Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, 
Plates, Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Starting at 
$25.95 per person

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Let Us Cater Your Party 
at Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

$15.95 per person 

$13.95 per person | Choice of 5 items

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less 
people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

with any other offer.

Let Us Cater Your Next Party

Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

Grilled hanger steak, 
not a dish we would have 
associated with Polish 
cuisine, was an unex-
pected pleasure.  The 
steak was served rare as 
requested.  Sliced, and ar-
ranged atop of a hillock of 
mashed potatoes, it was 
tender and deliciously 
juicy.  The steak was 
sauced with a sweet dark 

beer sauce.
Our dessert, so-called 

apple pie, was, in reality, 
more like an apple cake.  
It had a crumb topping, 
a layer of apples, and a 
bottom layer of cake, so 
what’s in a name?  What 
it was, with its accompa-
nying squirt of whipped 
cream, was delicious.

The Bottom Line
Krolewskie Jadlo 

serves generous portions 
of tasty, authentic Polish 
fare for modest prices.  
It’s no Nobu, but just 
right for warming your 
insides on a frosty win-
ter night.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide 
to Ethnic Dining in Amer-
ica’s Melting Pot, Queens, 
N.Y.” She can be reached 
by e-mail at qnsfoodie@

Continued from Page 43 
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By Pete Canty

Let's Boogie
Across
1. Goes with
6. Coffee holders
10. Pet lovers' org.
14. Unmoving
15. Precedes 
police or act
16. Campus 
hangout
17. Skylit lobbies
18. Elizabeth's 
daughter
19. "Major" animal
20. Ray Lewis, e.g.
22. "Pronto!"
23. W.W. II vessel
24. Sweetie pie
26. Water a 
neighbor's
plants, perhps
31. Mine find
32. Mgr.'s aide
33. Kings' toppers
35. Remove
39. "Aha!"
40. Follower of 
the beginning of 
20A, 57A, 10D, 
and 29D
42. Exposes
43. Hoarse
45. 10th-century 
pope
46. Poems of praise
47. Young fellow
49. Academic work
51. Just got (by)
55. Slip up

56. Desertlike
57. Complained
63. Extend credit
64. Burn balm
65. Point the 
finger at
66. Basilica area
67. Lip
68. Kind of column
69. Does and 
bucks
70. Ogles
71. Increase

Down
1. Type of tone
2. Not pro
3. Beach bird
4. Buffalo's 
county
5. Horse house

6. Of use
7. Pen call
8. In shape
9. Sound system
10. 8 to 64, e.g.
11. Handbag
12. Jose's houses
13. Go with the 
flow
21. Syrian leader
25. "You ___ here"
26. Head cover
27. Peak in Greek 
myth
28. Takes 
advantage of
29. Painter's 
equipment
30. Basic belief
34. Like many 
soccer draws

36. BMW rival
37. Fr. holy 
women
38. To be, to 
Brutus
41. Each partner
44. Chatter
48. Lower in rank
50. Saudi ___
51. Light lunch
52. Brunch 
serving
53. Wash cycle
54. Hold up
58. Misplace
59. Dolt
60. Poker unit
61. Let out
62. Art ___

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

ELEMENTARY SYMBOLISM
C L E A N R H E A C O S T
R E T R O A U L D A N T E
A G A I N I N D O R A I L
G O L D F I N G E R B I L L

A D S R E P O R T S
H A B I T A T S S A N
A L A R H O W L S C A L E
L O B O O R E O S O T I S
T E E N Y M E L T P O E T

M A R P L A T Y P U S
S N E A K E R I R E
T O R I C O P P E R H E A D
R O A D E U R O R A T I O
E S S E S T O P O R A N G
P E E N S E W S R E S T S
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Call For Reservations: 718-224-8787
6320 Commonwealth Blvd. 
Douglaston, NY 11362
thedouglastonmanor.com

NEW YEARS EVE MENU
Scrumptious Cocktail Hour  Hot Buffet & Cold Display

Featuring Our Famous Tuscan Table 
Followed By An Exquisite Four Course Dinner

FIRST COURSE
Absolute Penne A La Vodka

SECOND COURSE
Pear & Gorgonzola Salad

ENTRÉE
Filet Mignon & Lobster Tail

DESSERT
Chocolate “Symphony” 

$125 Per Person All Inclusive
DJ To Provide Music  Champagne Toast  Balloon Drop At Midnight  

Open Bar  Watch Count Down Live From Time Square

 V.I.P Private Room Is Available  
Minimum 75 Person Guarantee

New Year’s Eve At        
The Douglaston Manor 

Wednesday, December 31st, 2014 
7:30pm – 1:30am
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Sharing Our Gift to You! 
Recipes from Bourbon Street Cafe and Austin’s Ale House!

ROASTED APPLE CIDER CHICKEN
INGREDIENTS

DIRECTIONS

CHICKEN & SHRIMP JAMBALAYA RECIPE

Serves 4

INGREDIENTS

PREPARATION

CHEF MATT COOKSON

CHEF FRANK LYNCH 

Zen meditation gardens and 
aromatherapy sets. She also 
dropped the word frames from 
the shop’s original name.

Most of Fiorentinos’ busi-
ness comes from customers 
who pop in and ask her to cre-
ate something for them. 

She’ll spend time with each 
person, narrowing down choic-
es of colors and styles that ap-
peal to them.  Many of her de-
signs use sand in a rainbow of 
hues, small stones, miniature 
cacti and plenty of moss. In one 
corner of the shop, customers 
will find a glass espresso cup 
filled with a layer of soil and 
rocks topped by a tiny cactus 
sprouting from the beverage 
like a spiky foam of milk. 

Across the room, handbags 
covered in plant strands and 
blooming with small flowers 
— or are they plants molded to 
look like a purse? — sit along-
side animal-shaped planters 
brimming with greens. 

Tucked behind the front 
showroom, Fiorentinos has 
created a workspace with sev-
eral tables and bakers racks 
lining the walls. 

It’s in there that she’ll host 
private parties, like this past 
weekend’s princess-themed 

little girl’s birthday, and a 
slate of classes. 

On Fridays, couples can 
take part in Date Night events, 
where two people receive a 
terrarium they can fill with 
sand, soil, rocks and easy-care 
greens like succulents, air 
plants and club moss. 

“If you take care of it, it will 
last forever,” said Fiorentinos. 

“Most people tend to over wa-
ter their plants.”

She loves to utilize air 
plants, a mostly rootless pe-
rennial which look similar to 
scallions or the stem of a pine-
apple. 

“It’s really tough to kill 
them,” said Fiorentinos. “All 
you need to do is spray them a 
couple times a month or dunk 

them in water.”
At Sunday’s ornament 

class, the five participants 
wandered into the store and 
headed to the back to get start-
ed. 

As Christmas music filled 
the air, Fiorentinos offered ev-
eryone a coffee from her newly 
purchased pod machine. She 
pointed out the tables filled 
with bulbs, angels and dia-
mond-shaped glass containers. 
They sat alongside rows of rib-
bons, holiday stickers, small 
toys and piles of beads. 

Once they pick an orna-
ment and one of the air plants, 
participants head to the main 
work area, which is filled with 
containers of colored sand, 
bowls of twigs and pinecones 
and mounds of moss. 

Isabel Heine of Astoria dis-
covered the class listed on the 
We Heart Astoria blog. 

“I’m an attorney, so when I 
can do stuff like this, it’s ther-
apeutic,” said Heine. “This 
seemed like a perfect thing to 
do.”

Astoria resident Christie 
Powers brought along pals 
Regine Mechulan and Molly 
Drislane, as well as her boy-
friend ,Tim Trinidad. 

Drislane, who made the 
journey out from Manhattan, 
said she and her roommates 
just purchased a Christmas 

tree and she was anxious to 
create some of the ornaments. 
After filling the bulb partially 
with sand, she grabbed a pair 
of small tweezers and attempt-
ed to rearrange the collection 
of reindeer moss stuffed into 
the ornaments opening. 

“I’m not a artist,” said Dris-
lane. “This is fun. It’s chal-
lenging, but it’s interesting.”

As the class rolls on, con-
versation peters out as partici-
pants turn their full attention 
to their artwork. 

Each class member was 
able to complete three orna-
ments using the different glass 
containers, a mix of colored 
sand and the additional trim-
mings. 

Powers, who considers 
herself a recreational artist, 
was looking for a fun holiday 
activity and thought Sunday’s 
class would offer an unique 
opportunity for she and her 
friends. 

She was not disappointed.
“It is really neat,” said Pow-

ers. “The variety is what’s 
really cool. Everyone turns 
out something that is very dif-
ferent, which makes it a lot of 
fun.”

Luludi Living Art is located 
at 23-07 24th Ave., Astoria. For 
more information, call (888) 9lu-
ludi, or visit www.luludi.net.

Continued from Page 41 

CREATIVITY TAKES ROOT IN ASTORIA

Molly Drislane works with the reindeer moss during the ornament class 
at Luludi Living Art in Astoria. Photo by Kevin Zimmerman
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  347-502-7274 
www.winetimedouglaston.com  

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Bell Boulevard, say bonjour 
to French fare.

Sage Bistro Restaurant 
Group, a Long Island dining 
company, opened Aperitif on 
39th Avenue just east of Bay-
side’s main drag three weeks 
ago. 

The businesses’ owners, 
Peter Oktas and Chef Julio Ve-
lasquez, who met working in 
Long Island’s dining industry 
and went on to open three eat-
eries together, decided to make 
their first foray in the city 
along Bell Boulevard because 
the strip lacked traditional 
bistro food, Aperitif’s General 
Manager Alex Huve said.

“We thought it might be 
a niche for us and because 
there’s not really a French 
restaurant around, we could 
fill a void,” Huve said, while 
stressing that Sage Bistro 
Restaurant Group’s four busi-
nesses are all distinct. “There 
are staple dishes that we have 
on all menus, but each has its 
own shape and style.”

Huve said Aperitif offers 
several area exclusives, such 
as extensive cured meats and 
cheese offerings, Coq Au Vin 
Blanc — chicken cooked in 
Riesling wine with bacon 
mushrooms, onions carrots 
and peas — and petit filet mi-
gnon au poivre — a 6-ounce 
piece of tenderloin with potato 
au gratin, string beans and 
green peppercorn sauce.

The bistro offers hors 

d’oeuvres and appetizers for $6 
to $16, including zucchini pan-
cakes with dill yogurt sauce, 
escargots and grilled baby 
lamb chops. 

Huve said the seafood selec-
tion, starting with Bluepoint 
oysters for $2, and meats and 
cheese offerings, starting at 
three slices for $12, pair well 
with the 35 wines available by 
the glass.

Aperitif, named for a drink 
traditionally taken before din-
ner in France to stimulate the 
appetite, sells salads for $8 to 
$16 and sandwiches for $12 to 
$19. 

The entrée menu is head-
lined by pistachio-crusted 
rack of lamb with potato and 
Roquefort tart and spinach 

for $31, grilled sirloin steak 
and fries for $27 and hazelnut-
crusted salmon with apple 

parsnip puree, spinach and 
horseradish sauce for $23. 

The bar stretches behind 

rows of small circular tables 
and plush velvet chairs over-
looking the sidewalk. Al-
though Aperitif offers several 
beers and cocktails, Huve said 
it prides itself on an extensive, 
international wine list.

“It’s a very accessible wine 
list,” Huve said, saying all 
staff members were trained to 
introduce customers unfamil-
iar with wines. “Usually we 
ask what was the last bottle of 
wine you liked, then we give 
you a sample, and from your 
reaction we know what to of-
fer.”

Aperitif, located at 213-41 
39th Ave., opens for lunch at 
noon. The kitchen closes on 
weekdays at 10 p.m. and on 
Saturdays and Sundays at 11 
p.m. 

Huve said the bistro will 
soon serve Sunday brunch 
from 11:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. and 
hopes to host wine dinners 
about once a month. These 
would feature a four- or five-
course meal with wine from 
one winery or one tradition.

“We get someone from the 
winery to present,” he said. 
“People love it because it al-
lows you to learn about wine 
and have a good time.”

Aperitif’s upper floor is 
available for private parties 
and can accommodate up to 85 
guests, Huve said.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle by e-mail at strangle@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4546.

 
Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A new 
Queens chapter of the national organization 
that empowers and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon to 
2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees $30, 
nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by Harvey 
G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@aol.
com or (718) 423-0427
BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization that 
allows only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive and structured 
environment to further business through 

word of mouth marketing. Contact chapter 
president Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty to join a 
chapter. BNI Provides positive, supportive and 
structured environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. Contact 
Lydie Pellissier, chapter president, to arrange 

a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., Fresh 
Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  
Relationships are built. Facilitator is Gayle 
Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, coordinator, 
leader and organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month

Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts the 
Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Aperitif, which recently opened in Bayside, serves traditional French bistro food. Photo by Sarina Trangle

Aperitif brings French bistro to Bayside
Long Island restaurateurs select NE Queens for fi rst foray into New York’s dining scene

Aperitif offers a tuna tartare on its appetizers menu. 
Photo by Sarina Trangle
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LATE

Model Homes Open Daily 10-5

The complete terms are in offering plans available from the Sponsor HO6-0020, HO7-0035, Benjamin Beechwood Breakers, LLC. Benjamin Beechwood Dunes, 
LLC. Rockaway Beach Blvd., Arverne, NY.  *Prices and availability are subject to change without notice.  **Select owners units include granite & stainless 
kitchens/designer upgrades. ***Free 1 year YMCA membership with home purchase. 

Arverne By The Sea

d l H O D il 10
Arverne By The Sea

6306 Beach Front Road | Queens, NY 11692
888.536.5537 | ArverneByTheSea.com 

OCEANFRONT TWO-FAMILY HOMES

$599,000 to $1.2M*

Rental me
T s

20 ment
Desi es**

Free Mem s MCA***

Select Immediate Delivery
Homes Available

Select Immediate Delivery
o es a lableHomes Available
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Terry Tarpey Jr., set the 
tone early and definitively for 
the start of his tenure as Holy 
Cross boys’ basketball coach.

The former hoops stand-
out at the school, who played 
at NYU and professionally 
overseas, demands account-
ability for his players in ev-
ery aspect of what they do. A 
number of them came late to 
an early practice, only to find 
all of the doors into the gym 
locked.

“There was probably 12 
guys,” senior guard Jermaine 
Bishop said. “One minute 
late, too. Coach is like, ‘I have 
no tolerance.”

Tarpey isn’t an overbear-
ing disciplinarian by any 
means, but he plans on bring-
ing stability to a program 
that is on its third coach in 
four years. He takes over for 
Tom Marchesini, who no lon-
ger had time for the job after 
two seasons, following long-
time coach Paul Gilvary be-
ing removed from the bench. 
Tarpey’s knowledge, fairness 
and accomplishments in his 
playing days have already 
garnered the respect of his 
players.

“Tarpey is a cool guy,” 
wing Christian Wilson said. 
“He’s played basketball. He 
knows what he is talking 

about.”
The opportunity comes 

two years earlier than Tarpey, 
who teaches math and ac-
counting at the school, would 
have liked. The 1983 graduate 
has taught at the school for 
14 years, was the Holy Cross 
Varsity B coach for five sea-
sons and won a champion-
ship before leaving to get his 
masters degree. Tarpey’s son 
Terry is in his junior season 
playing basketball at William 
and Mary. He had hoped to 
begin coaching again when 
he graduated, but Marchesini 
kept telling him the program 
needed him now.

“I wanted to do it, but he 
was being pretty persistent 
like, ‘Now’s the time. Now’s 
the time,’” Tarpey said.

He takes over a program 
looking to get back among 
the top teams in the CHSAA. 
Last year’s group was young 
and inconsistent, but showed 
with a great January what 
it was capable of when ev-
erything was clicking. The 
Knights, who reached the 
quarterfinals last year, will 
rely heavily on their guards 
and shooting, at least early 
on, to try to find that winning 
rhythm again.

“We had talent and when it 
came together we were good,” 
Wilson said.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Dominique Toussaint 
spoke in the preseason about 
how anxious she was to do 
more to help her team win. 
The Christ the King junior 
guard couldn’t wait to get on 
the court for the Royals’ sea-
son opener against Moore 
Catholic.

In her mind, a good start 
was needed for both her and 
her team. They didn’t disap-
point.

Toussaint scored a game-
high 25 points as the Royals 
routed the visiting Mavericks 
58-33 in a CHSAA girls’ basket-
ball crossover game in Middle 
Village Sunday afternoon. 
She also added five rebounds 
and three steals. The game 
was personal for her as a Stat-
en Island native and knowing 
many or Moore’s players.

“I had to step up big time 
today,” Toussaint said. “I felt 
I did that.”

It wasn’t just how much 
Toussaint scored, but how 
she did it that was impressive. 
She’s always been known as 
a defensive specialist and a 
strong ball handler who can 
get to the basket. Toussaint 
did all of that against Moore, 
but also consistently made 
jump shots, something that 
could make her that much 
harder to guard.

“We know she can get to 
the rim,” CK coach Bob Mack-
ey said. “Now she can hit the 
short jumper. She has been 
shooting threes. You know 
what, she has really been able 
to step it up.”

Christ the King, playing 
without starting junior guard 
Sydney Zambrotta (foot), 
raced out of the gate against 
the Mavericks (2-1). It went on 
a 20-0 run over the first and 
second quarters to grab a 26-5 
lead. The Royals pushed it to 
29-9 in the closing minutes of 
the frame and never looked 
back.

They got exactly what they 

hoped out of junior Kaela 
Kinder while doing so. She 
tallied 12 points and grabbed 
five rebounds getting to the 
hoop off the dribble with ease 
and using her athleticism to 
continually be a factor on the 
glass. Kinder knows her play-
ing well allows everyone else’s 
game to fall into place. She is 
happy to make it happen.

“I love the spotlight,” Kind-
er said. “That’s what gets you 
going. It’s all about being re-
laxed and focused.

Ashlie Howell scored six 
points and had five rebounds 
for Christ the King. She and 
Jully Medna did an excellent 
job helping to keep Moore 

center Dina Motrechuk, a 
Rhode Island commit, to just 
14 points. Raven Dowling and 
Evy Coles both played well 
for CK in an effort that saw 
the bulk of the roster get in-
volved.

It all added up to Toussaint 
and the Royals getting what 
they wanted, a good start for a 
group looking to prove it can 
handle the program’s high ex-
pectations.

“I can’t ask for any more,” 
Toussaint said of how CK be-
gan the season. “I know peo-
ple were doubting us with all 
the lost seniors, but I think 
this proved we can play just as 
well as they do.”Continued on Page 55

Christ the King’s Gabby Felipe looks for an opening to the basket.  
Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Holy Cross alum and former standout Terry Tarpey Jr. has taken over 
as the Knights head coach. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Off and running
Toussaint, Royals beat Moore in season opener

Tarpey leaving mark 
early at Holy Cross
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Construction is coming off 
a season that saw it announce 
itself as a major player in the 
PSAL boys’ basketball land-
scape and claim a Queens 
Borough title. The Red Hawks 
understand they cannot rest 
on their laurels as numerous 
key pieces have graduated. 
They are hungry to keep the 
program on the rise.

“We have a lot to prove to 
everybody,” Hofstra-bound 
guard Justin Wright-Foreman 
said. “We all talk about how 
we have a big X on our backs. 
We are targeted in the city, es-
pecially in Queens.

No one has more attention 
on them than Wright-Fore-
man. The combo-guard is one 
of the city’s premier scorers. 
He is averaging 32 points per 
contest in two league games 
this season and knows double 
and triple teams will come his 

way throughout the year. Con-
struction coach Cory Semper 
believes the addition of St. 
John’s Prep transfer Kyle All-
man, a senior, will ease the 
scoring burden on Wright-
Foreman.

“It takes a lot of the scoring 
off me,” Wright-Foreman said. 
“They can’t box-and-1 me. It 
leaves Kyle the opportunity to 
operate.”

The two will be the key to a 
four-guard alignment that in-
cludes junior point guard Wes-
ley Nelson and senior Tahleek 
Weeks. Jordan Wright, Caleb 
Goosby and Tariq Troutman 
will also see time. Senior for-
ward Bryshon Bryant, who 
is 6-foot-5, epitomizes the im-
proved toughness Semper sees 
in this team.

“He’s rugged,” Semper said 
of Bryant. “He is going to hit 
you. He is going to take charg-
es. What you get you are going 
to earn.”

Semper, who will go seven 
or eight players deep on his 
bench, plans on his team mak-
ing up for its lack of size with 
the play of its guards, and 
playing man-to-man defense 
more, trying to pressure and 
forces turnovers.

“We are playing man,” Nel-
son said. “We are going to get 
into people.”

The Red Hawks see that as 
the formula to again challenge 
defending city champion Ben-
jamin Cardozo for supremacy 
in Queens and get past the sec-
ond round of the city playoffs. 
Watching the Judges raise the 
trophy in the Barclays Center 
last year showed Construction 
it is not far off from challeng-
ing for a city crown.

“It just showed us where 
we were at,” Wright-Foreman 
said. “We were right there. 
Now we know to work 110 per-
cent harder.”

J
onathan Cooper learned 
a lot from being Charles 
Granby’s junior varsity 
coach the last four sea-

sons. One thing the legendary 
Campus Magnet boys’ basket-
ball headman always stressed 
to him was that good things 
come in time and with hard 
work.

It is the approach Cooper 
is taking as he grabs the helm 
of the Bulldogs from Granby, 
who retired last season after 
45 years on the bench. Cooper 
and this season’s roster want 
to begin the revival of the once 
proud program that has fallen 
on hard times in recent years. 
They understand it is not go-
ing to happen overnight.

“He always spoke about be-
ing patient and letting things 
come. Sometimes we try to 
rush things,” Cooper said of 
Granby.

Cooper, who played his 
high school ball at Springfield 
Gardens and Oak Hill Acad-
emy, knows he can’t replace 

Granby, who won 721 games 
in his career. He has, however, 
intensified Granby’s empha-
sis on academics, but in the 
players’ mind Cooper has also 
raised the team’s intensity 
level with his energy and up-
tempo style.

“We are way more intense 
than last year,” senior forward 
Clifford Jones said. “If we had 
played like this, we would have 
had a better run last year. This 
year it will be even better.”

Campus Magnet, which 
was 4-12 last season, showed 
the heart and determination 
they talked about in a loss 
to defending PSAL Queens 
champion Construction last 
week. The Bulldogs kept fight-
ing despite being down 20 
points in the second half. They 
won their second league game, 
besting Bayside 62-59 two days 
later.

Versatile junior forward 
Jamel Kearney is an early 
bright spot and guards Linton 
Brown, Koron Williams and 
Lovelle Ince will make up a 
strong backcourt. The players 
want to change the perception 
of the program around New 
York City. “We are trying to 
make it better for Campus,” 
Jones said. “I am tired of peo-
ple clowning on us, saying, 
‘Oh, it’s the same old Campus. 
They aren’t anything.’ Now we 

have to show them our best.”
Cooper is going to give 

them his. He got into teaching 
after herniated disks in his 
back ended his potential col-
lege career. He was an assis-
tant coach under Boys & Girls 
coach Ruth Lovelace for a year 
and half before stepping away 
to get his masters degree. Coo-
per relishes the chance to in-
fluence young people’s lives 

and help lead Campus Magnet 
back to prominence.

“My expectations are 
high,” he said. “I know the city 
and the state, the in crowd as 
far as the teams doesn’t expect 
us to do real well, but I expect 
us to do well.”

The difference in the Bull-
dogs’ demeanor was noticeable 
to Construction coach Cory 
Semper, who has elevated both 

the Bayside and Construc-
tion programs in his career. 
The team playing harder sets 
the foundation to turning the 
program back into a winner. 
Building on that, as Granby 
preached will take time.

“Taking over for him is 
hard because the expectations 
in the city and in the school 
are rough,” Cooper said. “We 
are taking it slow.”

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

First-year Campus Magnet coach Jonathan Cooper calls out a play during a game against Construction. 
Photo by Gina Palermo

Construction guard Jordan Wright (r.) runs down the court, weaving 
through the Campus Magnet defense. Photo by Gina Palermo

Cooper setting foundation at Campus Magnet

Red Hawks looking to build off championship success
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Archbishop Molloy began 
anew last season from a team 
that won the CHSAA Brook-
lyn/Queens regular season 
title. The Stanners got off to 
a slow start as nine new var-
sity players got used to play-
ing with each other and at the 
highest level, but jelled late 
and earned a return trip to 
the diocesan title game. There 
were no such growing pains 
this time around as Molloy, 
which has five seniors, has its 
eyes set on bringing home the 
crown.

“Last year was a learning 
curve,” Queens College-bound 
point guard Kaitlyn Mahon 
said. “We weren’t really ready 
to play on that level. Now we 
are ready. We are ready to com-
pete for the championship.”

The Stanners will have to 
make up for the scoring from 
Nyasha Irizarry, who is now 
at Manhattan College and the 
defense of Sarah Duryea. What 
Molloy does have is the most 
experienced team in Brook-
lyn/Queens with four starters 
returning. Quinnipiac-bound 
wing Aryn McClure will again 

be the focal point.
The versatile senior will 

get to play small forward, her 
natural position, with the ad-
dition of 6-foot transfers Em-
ily Johnson (Carey) and Jane 
Walsh (Eleanor Roosevelt). 

Starting center Emily Peck-
ham returns and has improved 
offensively. Even so, Molloy 
coach Scott Lagas expects a 
little more scoring from Mc-
Clure, who knows she won’t 
have to do everything for the 

Stanners to win.
“I feel like we have to do less 

this season,” McClure said.
Mahon and shooting guard 

Emer Moloney may have grown 
up the most over the last year. 
Mahon is a steadying force at 
the point and hard to turn over. 
Moloney has emerged as a con-
fident scorer and will have to 
do more of it with Irizarry’s 20-
plus points per game no longer 
a given.

“They both had great sum-
mers,” Lagas said. “They both 
worked really hard on their 
game. They learned how to be-
come more aggressive.”

His team is already off to 
a strong start. Molloy beat 
Kellenberg 58-28 in its season 
opener behind 13 points from 
Maloney. It then started league 
play by holding off Nazareth on 
the road 54-43 as Mahon netted 
14 points. An 18-point perfor-
mance from Kathryn Gibson 
pushed the Stanners past St. 
Mary’s (LI). It set an early tone 
that Molloy has the tools to 
make another run at a title.

“We are ready,” Moloney 
said. “We are ready to win the 
championship. We have the 
group here.”

Quinnipiac-bound guard Aryn McClure is hoping to lead Archbishop Molloy to 
a CHSAA Brooklyn-Queens title. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Hungry Molloy gets off to fast start
Bishop will be the focal 

point for much of what Holy 
Cross does. He will see plenty 
double teams, but the versatile 
guard is playing with a chip on 
his shoulder. A badly bruised 
knee kept college coaches from 
seeing him play this summer 
and has him looking to gain 
scholarship offers.

Bishop will be complement-
ed by Wilson, Jamel Horton 
and Robert F. Kennedy trans-
fer Elijah Harris. The Knights, 
like most teams, don’t have 
any 6-foot-10 centers walking 
around, but they do not lack 
size. Forwards Yannic Wil-
liams, Gerald Buncum and 
Kenneth Nunez are all 6-foot-5 
or taller.

“When we are a team knock-
ing down shots, I think we are 
a team that cannot be stopped,” 
Bishop said.

Tarpey and the Knights are 
off to a good start with wins 
over All Hallows and Holy 
Trinity. It has helped make ev-
ery minute of the experience 
enjoyable.

“It’s a lot, but it’s enjoyable,” 
Tarpey said. “During the day, I 
cant wait to get in the gym. It 
the best part of the day.”

Continued from Page 53 

Tarpey

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.
LIVE UNITED

LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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ing at high speeds and inten-
tionally skidding a roughly 
3,000-pound vehicle, especially 
where spectators are gathered, 
is dangerous and can result in 
tragedy,” Brown said in a state-
ment. “Following a number of 
noise complaints from neigh-
borhood residents, the police 
responded and shut down this 

illegal and potentially deadly 
activity.”

On Oct. 26 between 1:30 
a.m. and 1:45 a.m., the four 
men were seen drifting their 
vehicles. screeching their 
tires and performing donuts 
at a high speed rate and in a 
reckless manner in the Mead-
ow Lake parking lot, accord-
ing to the criminal complaint 
filed by the DA. 

Numerous civilian specta-
tors were watching the driv-
ers and their vehicles nearly 

struck other vehicles and sta-
tionary objects, such as park-
ing stations, the complaint 
added. 

Mahabir was in a 1990 Nis-
san 240SX and Tang was in a 
yellow Hyundai, while San-
tiago had a 2004 black Subaru 
Impreza and Ali had a 2005 
Lexus, Brown said. All the ve-
hicles were impounded.

The four men were ar-
raigned on Oct. 26 and were 
scheduled to appear in court 
Jan. 13, the DA said. 

and spoke at several churches 
and community centers. “But 
Eagle activates possibilities.” 

The Eagle Academy net-
work is a consortium of six 
schools. The one in Queens, 
located at the intersection of 
Linden and Merrick Boule-
vards in St. Albans, was the 
third one to be founded. It has 
about 400 students in grades 6 
through 12. 

Applications to Eagle Acad-
emy public schools are subject 
to the lotteries run by the city 
Department of Education.

 “Parents tell me that their 
son didn’t get into Eagle Acad-
emy, so I wrote the book to in-
spire and help transform those 
young boys’ lives,” Banks said 
in an interview. He was a prin-
cipal at the Bronx School for 
Law, Government & Justice for 

11 years.
In the book Banks said 

at Eagle “our job is teaching 
young men, and we must look 
for those who understand that 
mission.”

Banks cited several success 
stories in the book, including 
the one from Brenton James. 
He became the first Eagle stu-
dent to be accepted into an Ivy 
League school. In fact, James 
was admitted to two. He en-
rolled in the University of 
Pennsylvania.

“Creating a new school is 
challenging,” Banks said. “And 
creating an all-male school has 
another set of challenges.”

Also challenging was put-
ting the book together but 
rewarding, he said. “Writing 
the book for the past couple 
of years was a great experi-
ence,” Banks said. “It reflects 
the work that we have been do-
ing.”

With the six Eagle schools 

(one in every borough and the 
sixth one in Newark, N.J.) up 
and running, Banks intends 
now to set up the Eagle Insti-
tute, an organization that will 
train and show educators and 
academic experts how to estab-
lish Eagle schools nationwide. 

“When all our six schools 
are full to capacity, with about 
4,000 students, the idea is to 
create the next wave of Eagle 
schools,” Banks, who was also 
a public schools teacher, said.

 In the book Banks said for 
him success for young men 
means transforming them into 
“scholars who excel in learn-
ing, citizens with high charac-
ter, and professionals who suc-
ceed in their characters.”

The author wrote in “Soar:” 
“When we achieve all three, 
then we help to nurture not 
just good students, but people 
who can use their education 
to change their lives and their 
communities.”

Linda’s Cai Trading, the prop-
erty’s current owner. Ledan 
Cai, the company’s owner, 
who purchased the property 
in 2010 for $105,000, is asking 
for $150,000 to cover the cost of 
work done on the property. 

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Fresh Meadows) 
said he is willing to use capital 
funds to buy the property at a 
reasonable price and that the 
city would choose a new owner 
and custodian based on input 
from residents who live in the 
area, Friends of Brinkcerhoff 
and the Fresh Meadows Hom-
eowners Civic Association. 

“It’s more a matter of find-
ing a new owner that the city 
will approve using city funds 
to purchase the property and 
that the new owner is capable 
of maintaining it throughout 
the year because we don’t want 
it to become an eyesore for the 
neighbors,” Lancman said. 

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) has been giving 
information to stakeholders 
about federal grants.

“I support efforts to pur-
chase this historical piece of 
property in our community, 
and my office has worked 
closely with the Queens His-
torical Society and Friends of 
Brinckerhoff Colonial Cem-
etery to provide information 
on federal grants that can 
possibly be used for buying 
the land,” Meng said in a state-
ment. 

In February, the Brinck-
erhoff Memorial Commit-
tee, a group formed in 2012 
to preserve the cemetery, ap-
proached the City Council 
about buying back the prop-
erty. The city Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
gave the property landmark 
status in August 2012 and the 
City Council sanctioned it in 

December 2012. 
Former City Councilman 

James Gennaro (D-Fresh 
Meadows) was willing to use 
discretionary funds to buy 
the cemetery but expressed 
concerns about getting ap-
proval and whether Linda’s 
Cai Trading would give up the 
property. 

A Fresh Meadow civic 
board member told the 
TimesLedger in 2012 that Le 
Dan Cai of Linda’s Cai Trad-
ing knew the property was a 
cemetery when she reviewed 
the title report before closing 
on the property, despite her 
claims that she did not. 

Ledan Cai, the owner of 
Linda’s Cai Trading, could not 
be reached for comment.

Located between two for-
mer farms, Brinckerhoff Co-
lonial Cemetery was used 
from 1730 to 1872, according 
to a 1919 survey that identified 
77 gravestones and markers. 
Individuals buried include 
prominent Dutch families 
such as the Brinckerhoffs, the 
Hooglands, the Adriances and 
the Ryersons. 

Joseph DeDomenico, who 
lived adjacent to the property, 
bought it from the city, which 
foreclosed on the property in 
1954, for more than $3,000 in 
1957 and  1962. DeDomenico 
and his wife were not allowed 
to build on top of the cem-
etery.

About 10 years ago, the late 
Stanley Cogan, then president 
of the Queens Historical So-
ciety, and Jim Driscoll, vice 
president for history, tried to 
raise money to buy back the 
property from DeDomenico 
and fought for landmark sta-
tus.

“The Fresh Meadows Hom-
eowners Association and the 
Friends of Brinckerhoff have 
a hard job in front of them, but 
they have the ability to raise 
money and take care of the 
cemetery,” Driscoll said.  

listening to the people and 
withdrawing the proposal to 
decalander these items,” Avel-
la said. “Now more than ever, 
it is vital that the public have 
a say in protecting our histo-
ry, and that is the opportunity 
they have now been given.”

In his letter to the commis-
sion, Rego-Forest Preservation 
Council Chairman Michael 
Perlman wrote: “We strongly 
encourage the LPC to sched-
ule public hearings for all the 
calendared items, beginning 
where there is most pressure 
to alter, sell, or redevelop the 
site, or where development pat-
terns in the surrounding com-
munity could compromise the 
site’s integrity or longevity.”

The Pepsi sign is in less 
danger than the other seven 
sites that include the Ahles 
House in Bayside, the Old 
Calvary Cemetary Gatehouse 
in Sunnyside and the Bowne 

Street Community Church in 
Flushing. The real estate de-
veloper, TF Cornerstone, has 
embraced the eight-story tall 
Depression-era, neon sign.

“We were all surprised 
that it was on the ‘decalendar-
ing’ list because we thought 
it was already landmarked,” 
Kroessler said. “But now it’s 
part of the complex’s design, 
still it would be nice to have it 
legally protected because you 
never know.”

When the developer bought 
the 21-acre site from Pepsico in 
2003, it agreed to display the 
sign on the property.  When 
TF Cornerstone constructed 
the last of six high rise luxury 
high rises,  it had the architect 
firm Aquitectonica design the 
building to wrap around the 
sign. The facade that faces the 
sign, and the East River, juts 
out from the ninth floor up.

The developer uses the 
sign for promotional purposes 
to show how it incorporates 
Long Island City’s manufac-
turing past with its modern 

development.
“They’re making millions 

off that sign.” longtime LIC 
resident Frank Carrado said. 
“And why not? It’s the perfect 
symbol for where we’ve been 
and where we’re going.”

To further show the sign’s 
impact on the booming neigh-
borhood, look no further that 
Open Door Restaurant, at 10-
09 50th Ave.

Owner Nick Guitart made 
a scale replica of the Pepsi 
sign as the centerpiece of his 
dining room’s decor. 

“It’s been a conversa-
tion starter since I opened 
in March of 2013.  Everyone 
that sees it has something to 
say about it. When I built it 
with my own two hands, I was 
thinking of a corporate im-
age from a time gone by when 
people worked for the same 
factory for 30 years and re-
tired with a pension and took 
care of their families, back 
to a time when corporations 
were in step with the common 
man.”

Continued from Page 1 
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The full list of enrollment 
center locations will be an-
nounced in advance of next’s 
month launch.

“I commend the mayor 
and his staff for listening to 
our concerns, taking them 
to heart and ensuring that 
New Yorkers get the best 
quality service and protec-
tions as they go through the 
process,” Linda Sarsour, ex-
ecutive director of the Arab 
American Association of 
New York, said.

The municipal card also 
comes with a big surprise. 
At least 33 cultural institu-
tions in the city, both public 
and private, will offer dis-
counts and memberships to 
cardholders.

In Queens, Flushing 
Town Hall, Jamaica Center 
for Arts & Learning, Mu-
seum of the Moving Image, 
New York Hall of Science, 
MoMA PS1, Queens Botani-
cal Garden, Queens Muse-
um and Queens Theatre will 
offer one-year free member-
ship packages for the munic-
ipal cardholders.

Continued from Page 9 
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Services:
- Sales and leasing of any new / used car

- Full pick up and delivery services 
 ( domestic and international )

- Special fi nancing and leasing arrangements

- Full concierge services

- Full service customized ( audio, wheels, etc. )

Looking for a particular vehicle in NY? 
Allow Dancy Automotive Group to 
locate the car of your dreams

NO FEES! JUST ADD TAX AND TAGS! MUST FINANCE WITH DEALER. PRICE INCLUDES CUSTOMER LOYALTY REBATE. THANK YOU 
FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO EARN YOUR BUSINESS. Monthly payment based on down payment of $3995. Financed for 75 months at 2.9% 
APR. All Payments exclude taxes & DMV fees. All Payments include customer loyalty rebate. Must be approved through primary lender. Severity 
and credit may affect down payment and terms. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Exp. 12-31-14 Not responsible for typo errors. 

105 Northern Blvd. Great Neck, NY 11021
888-594-9380

www.dancyautomot ive .com
DMV# 7114556

NOW OPEN
7 DAYS!

2010 Infi niti G37
Stk#251213, tech pkg, navi, lthr, auto, 77,362 miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$175
BUY IT FOR

$14,995

2006 Mercedes Benz S65 AMG
Stk#474312, moonroof, leather, 66,561 miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$289
BUY IT FOR

$22,795

per mo.
75 mos.

2012 Acura RDX
Stk#001117, moonrf, lthr, auto, 4 cyl Turbo, 38,353 miles 

F I N A N C E  F O R

$277
BUY IT FOR

$21,995

2011 Porsche Cayenne
Stk#A45058, moonroof, leather, 50,782 miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$511
BUY IT FOR

$37,995

per mo.
75 mos.

2011 Dodge Challenger R/T
Stk#504902, V-8, 6 spd Hemi, 18k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$269
BUY IT FOR

$21,398

per mo.
75 mos.

2012 Jeep Wrangler Rubicon 
Stk#206899, lthr, hard top, V6, 15k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$350
BUY IT FOR

$26,995

per mo.
75 mos.

2009 Range Rover SUPERCHARGED
Stk#300749, Strut pkg, V8, 19k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$519
BUY IT FOR

$38,567

per mo.
75 mos.

2012 Cadillac Escalade
Stk#101633, navigation, lthr, auto, V8, 36,424 miles 

F I N A N C E  F O R

$525
BUY IT FOR

$38,998

Understanding the lifestyles of today’s consumer, 
we have mastered the concept of customer service.
Founded on honesty and integrity, we will continue 
to be leaders in our industry.

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.
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GIFT GIVING.
SIMPLIFIED.
Purchase Mall  VISA® Gift Cards at Guest Services. 

VALID ONLY IN THE UNITED STATES

VALID ONLY IN THE UNITED STATES

VALID ONLY IN THE UNITED STATES

VALID ONLY IN THE UNITED STATES

VALID ONLY IN THE UNITED STATES

VALID ONLY IN THE UNITED STATES

VALID ONLY IN THE UNITED STATES

Subject to availability. See Cardholder Agreement for details, terms, conditions and (if applicable) fees. All trademarks are property of their respective owners. Product 

may not be available in all states. The Visa Gift Card is issued by Sunrise Banks, N.A., St. Paul, MN 55103, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. Sunrise Banks, N.A.; 

Member FDIC. Cards may be used only at merchants in the U.S. and District of Columbia wherever Visa debit cards are accepted. See Cardholder Agreement for details.

QUEENS CENTER | QUEENS & WOODHAVEN BOULEVARDS  
 718.592.3900 | ShopQueensCenter.com    | Download our FREE App


