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BY JUAN SOTO

Parents get upset when 
their kids are not admit-
ted into an Eagle Academy 
school’s sixth grade class 
due to a lack of seats. Af-
ter all, the all-boys public 
school network has an ex-
cellent reputation and a 

high school graduation rate 
of more than 80 percent. 
College acceptance for the 
graduates is 100 percent.

The academic center’s 
main goal is to help strug-
gling at-risk young men so 
they can succeed, first aca-
demically and then profes-
sionally. The idea behind 

the network is to improve 
graduation rates among 
young men of color. The 
Eagle Academy inner-city 
schools are composed of 77 
percent African-American 
students, 17 percent His-
panic and 6 percent from 
other backgrounds, includ-
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BY BILL PARRY

Joe Conley’s sudden decision 
to step down last week as chair-
man of Community Board 2 after 
23 years has set off a debate on the 

timing of the vote to name his suc-
cessor. 

Board members were told of his 
move in an e-mail just two days 
before he resigned at the Dec. 4 
monthly meeting where the annu-

al elections were then held.  Many 
present suggested a one-month de-
lay was in order.

“Why wait? The outcome 
wouldn’t have been any different 
had we waited an extra month,” he 

said. “I asked the board for nomi-
nations and none were forthcom-
ing, so why put it off?”

CB2’s second vice chairman, 
Patrick O’Brien, won the vote by 
a slim margin that some thought 
lacked transparency.

“I was disappointed in the pro-
cess because it’s such a big job,” 
CB 2 member Sheila Lewandowski 
said. “I had zero interest in that 
job and the truth is Patrick would 
have probably won anyway, but 
what about his seat on the execu-
tive board? Open seats don’t come 
around very often and everyone 
should’ve been given the time to 
think about running. We had the 
opportunity to thoughtfully in-
clude everyone and we didn’t take 
advantage of it.”

Doreen Dwyer, a 62-year 
resident of Long Island City and 
longtime CB2 supporter, said, “I 
thought it was disgusting. How do 
you turn the board over with just 
two days’ notice?”

Dwyer, whose mother served 
on CB 2 “for many years” had her 
suspicions.

“He must have known someone 
was going to run that he didn’t 
want to see take over, that’s why he 

Santa wishes everyone a Merry Christmas moments before the official tree and Menorah lighting during the  Bayside 
Children’s Parade.  Photo by Juan Soto

BY MADINA TOURE

The Friends of Brinckerhoff 
Colonial Cemetery Inc. is putting 
pressure on the city to find a buyer 
for the long-neglected graveyard in 
Fresh Meadows which dates back 
to the early 18th century. 

The non-profit is trying to raise 
the $150,000 needed to buy the prop-
erty on 182nd Street between 69th 
and 73rd avenues in Fresh Mead-
ows from its current owner, Linda’s 
Cai Trading, and clean the site up, 
said Yolanda Delacruz Gallagher, 
the non-profit’s president.

The property has no fencing, 
broken sidewalks, fallen trees and 
overgrown weeds and bushes, and 
the headstones were either stolen 
or swallowed by the ground.

“We are trying to ask city gov-
ernment, our public officials, our 
councilmen to buy back the prop-
erty from Linda’s Cai,” Gallagher 
said. “This property — since it has 
a historical essence — it has to be 
a city property. It cannot be in pri-
vate hands.”

Friends of Brinckerhoff was 
formed in September to preserve 
and renovate the cemetery as well 

BY JUAN SOTO

The Port Authority, the state agency that man-
ages both JFK and LaGuardia airports, will in-
stall new airplane noise monitors in the borough. 
The devices will provide data on the aircraft 
noise impact on communities in the flight paths 
of both airports.

More noise monitors head 
to Queens to track sounds

David Banks is the guest of honor 
at a book-signing party in Hollis. 

Photo by Nat Valentine

Brinckerhoff
friends hustle
to fi nd buyer

CB 2’s Conley leaves rich legacy
Chairman steps down after 23 years as questions arise over timing of decision
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Eagle Academy changes lives

HOLIDAY VISITOR



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
DE

C. 
14

, 2
01

4
2

HAVE A HAPPY & HEALTHY HOLIDAY SEASON!
From your friends & family at O’NEILL’S

64-21 53rd Drive    Maspeth, NY    (718) 672-9696

Come 
Celebrate Your Holidays At 

O’NEILL’S
A Community Staple Since 1933

Let Our Family Serve Your Family!
PLEASE JOIN US

CHRISTMAS EVE - Wed., Dec. 24 & CHRISTMAS DAY - Thurs., Dec. 25
Call and ask about our special CHRISTMAS menus!

Our annual holiday tradition is back!
Wed., December 31  NEW YEAR’S EVE at O’NEILL’S

Ring in the New Year at O’NEILL’S starting at 6pm.
We’ve got New Year’s menu specials, all-night drink specials, 

complimentary noisemakers, party hats, 
all-night DJ Nicky Bop, and a champagne toast at midnight!

Plus our special NEW YEAR’S DAY Brunch!
Offi ce Functions Family Parties

Select dates are still available
Call for availability

FREE VALET PARKING 
7 DAYS A WEEK

Holiday 
Gift Cards 
Available!
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BY BILL PARRY

The Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission re-
versed course and decided 
against holding a vote this 
week that would “decalen-
dar” the iconic Pepsi sign 
in Long Island City as well 
as seven other historic 
properties in Queens. “Cal-
endaring” is the first step 
in the public review pro-
cess that gives structures 
protection from redevelop-
ment or demolition.

The proposed vote an-
gered preservationists and 
politicians alike as nearly 
100 sites  citywide were on 
the “not-quite-landmarks” 
roster.

“The commission has 
decided not to proceed on 
Dec. 9 and take a pause to 
consider feedback on as-
pects of the proposal,” LPC 
Chairwoman Meenakshi 
Srinivasan said.

 “We remain committed 
to making the Landmarks 
Commission more effective 
and responsive in its work 
and to clearing a backlog of 
items that have sat for de-
cades so that we can focus 

on today’s preservation op-
portunities.”

John Jay Professor 
Jeffrey Kroessler, a cen-
tral figure in a protracted 
campaign that designated 
Sunnyside Gardens a his-
toric district in 2007, was 
delighted. 

“It’s a great sign of com-
munications between the 
commission and its pub-
lic,” he said. “It also shows 

how active and passionate 
the preservationist are.”

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside),  whose district 
is home to four of the sites, 
was one of the first elected 
officials to speak out last 
week.

“I applaud the LPC and 
Chairwoman Srinivasan 
in listening to the people 
and withdrawing the pro-
posal to decalander these 

items,” Avella said. “Now 
more than ever, it is vital 
that the public have a say 
in protecting our history, 
and that is the opportunity 
they have now been given.”

In his letter to the com-
mission, Rego-Forest Pres-
ervation Council Chair-
man Michael Perlman 
wrote: “We strongly en-
courage the LPC to sched-
ule public hearings for 

all the calendared items, 
beginning where there 
is most pressure to alter, 
sell, or redevelop the site, 
or where development pat-
terns in the surrounding 
community could compro-
mise the site’s integrity or 
longevity.”

The Pepsi sign is in 
less danger than the other 
seven sites that include the 
Ahles House in Bayside, 
the Old Calvary Cemetary 
Gatehouse in Sunnyside 
and the Bowne Street Com-
munity Church in Flush-
ing. The real estate devel-
oper, TF Cornerstone, has 
embraced the eight-story 
tall Depression-era, neon 
sign.

“We were all surprised 
that it was on the ‘decal-
endaring’ list because we 
thought it was already 
landmarked,” Kroessler 
said. “But now it’s part of 
the complex’s design, still 
it would be nice to have it 
legally protected because 
you never know.”

When the developer 
bought the 21-acre site from 
Pepsico in 2003, it agreed 
to display the sign on the 

property.  When TF Cor-
nerstone constructed the 
last of six high rise luxury 
high rises,  it had the ar-
chitect firm Aquitectonica 
design the building to wrap 
around the sign. The facade 
that faces the sign, and the 
East River, juts out from 
the ninth floor up.

The developer uses the 
sign for promotional pur-
poses to show how it incor-
porates Long Island City’s 
manufacturing past with 
its modern development.

“They’re making mil-
lions off that sign.” long-
time LIC resident Frank 
Carrado said. “And why 
not? It’s the perfect symbol 
for where we’ve been and 
where we’re going.”

To further show the 
sign’s impact on the boom-
ing neighborhood, look no 
further that Open Door 
Restaurant, at 10-09 50th 
Ave.

Owner Nick Guitart 
made a scale replica of the 
Pepsi sign as the center-
piece of his dining room’s 
decor. 

BY JUAN SOTO
 
The race is on and it 

looks like there could be 
a photo-finish shot at the 
City Hall race track.

With the City Council 
divided over the proposed 
horse-drawn carriage ban, 
organizations, elected offi-
cials and unions are com-
ing out to take a stand on 
the controversial bill in-
troduced by Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) and strongly fa-
vored by Mayor Bill de 
Blasio.

Banning the industry 

was one of the mayor’s 
campaign promises. The 
legislation calls for an end 
to horse-drawn carriages 
by the mid 2016.

“We took a stand for the 
protection of our animals,” 
said Dromm, and the 
bill’s co-sponsor, Ydanis 
Rodríguez.

On Monday, no one 
held their horses as the 
two sides held rallies two 
hours apart on the steps of 
City Hall.   .

About 100 animal-rights 
advocates called on the 
Council to pass the bill to 
ban the industry. Among 

them was NYCLASS, a 
nonprofit that pushed for 
the abolishment of the in-
dustry during last year’s 
mayoral campaign. The 
organization bashed de 
Blasio’s main opponent, 
former City Council Spe-
kaer Christine Quinn, in a 
media blitz.

PETA joined with NY-
CLASS to cheer the in-
troduction of the bill by 
Dromm and Rodríguez. 
The animal rights group 
said the ban “will increase 
the welfare of our horses 
by taking them off of our 
streets and to a safe haven 

where they can thrive.”
Before there is a final vote 
on the bill, the proposed 
legislation will have to 
pass the Council’s Trans-
portation Committee and 
then undergo an environ-
mental impact review for 
six months.

Both sides of the issues 
are confident the bill’s 
welfare is going to go their 
way.

“Our horses can no lon-
ger be forced to share our 
bustling roadways with 
buses, ambulances, taxis 
and trucks,” Dromm and 
Rodríguez said. “We can-

not and we will not stand 
for these conditions any 
longer.”

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) op-
poses the bill. 

“I was elected to help 

promote the economy, not 
undermine it,” he said. “ 
These horses are treated 
very well. There is no eco-
nomic, social or humane 
reason to abolish the in-
dustry.”

Landmarks reverses course on city sites
Pepsi sign, other historic properties across borough still in line for public review on possible designation

The iconic Pepsi sign is seen by many as a link to Long Island City's industrial past. Photo by Bill Parry

Carriage ban debate heats up
Bill introduced as opponents rally to save jobs

The horse-drawn carriages in Central Park are in a fight to stay 
alive.  Photo by AP/Kathy Willens 
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BEST PASTRAMI IN NEW YORK.  
EAT IN OR TAKE OUT. WE DELIVER.
We cater all affairs. Any size hero. All heroes cut and put in 
baskets. Freshly made hamburgers. Homemade roast beef with 
homemade gravy. Hand rolled bagels baked on promises.

164-26 CROSSBAY BLVD 
HOWARD BEACH NY 11414

TEL 718-323-4011
FAX 718-323-4012

WEB
WWW.SAPIENZAHB.COM

FREE DELIVERY(LOCAL)
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

MONDAY – SATURDAY 
6 AM – 8 PM

SUNDAY 
6 AM – 5 PM

DELICATESSEN & RESTAURANT
The Pastrami King of Queens

Eric Garner protests ripple across Queens
Neighorhoods in Jamaica, Jackson Heights take to street demanding end to police brutality

BY JUAN SOTO

As the state attorney general 
asked Gov. Andrew Cuomo to 
grant him power to investigate po-
lice killings of unarmed civilians, 
hundreds of Queens residents took 
their frustration to the streets over 
the non-indictment decision in the 
case of Eric Garner. 

About a hundred residents — 
mostly immigrants — marched in 
Jackson Heights after participat-
ing in a SpeakOut held at the Jew-
ish Center located at 77th Street 
organized by the South Asian Or-
ganizing Center-Drum.

“I am committed to the struggle 
to end police brutality,” City Coun-
cilman Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) told the SpeakOut last 
Friday.

Inside the Jewish center, there 
were signs hanging in the walls 
that read, “The people say guilty. 
Justice for Eric Garner” and “A 
system cannot fail those it was 
meant to protect.”

Following the indoor meeting, 
the group took to the rainy streets 
and marched to the 115th Police 
Precinct at 92nd Street and North-
ern Boulevard. In front of the sta-
tion house, they held a minute of 
silence in honor of Garner. 

Then, they walked to 82nd 
Street and Roosevelt Avenue, 
where they stayed at the intersec-
tion for seven minutes, marking 
the number of minutes the Staten 
Island man laid on the street with-
out medical attention.

On Sunday, about 100 protest-
ers took part in a march along 
the busy Jamaica Avenue strip 
demanding justice for the Garner 
family. 

Garner, 43, died after he was put 
in a police chokehold during his 
arrest in Staten Island for selling 
loose cigarettes. Garner’s death 
was replayed around the nation on 
a video as he slumped to the side-
walk saying “I can’t breathe.”

Citywide protests erupted when 
a Staten Island grand jury decided 
not to indict Daniel Pantaleo, the 
officer involved in Garner’s death. 
Pantaleo testified during the grand 
jury investigation.   

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-
Jamaica) Monday hosted a forum 
for the community to allow con-
stituents to express their con-
cerns about unarmed people be-
ing killed by police offices. 

“We need a comprehensive 
approach to cases like this,” the 
congressman said. 

Meeks said the video footage 

of Garner’s case, along with the 
medical examiner’s ruling his 
death was a homicide, “is enough 
for an indictment.”

At the NAACP branch in Ja-
maica, residents are organizing 
to travel Saturday to Washington 
to participate in the march led by 
Rev. Al Sharpton.

“We are very frustrated,” said 
Leroy Gadsden, president of the 
Jamaica NAACP. “This is beyond 
anger.”

Gadsden called on the federal 
authorities to “step in and take 
control of local law enforcement.” 
He pointed out that although 
“people still have trust in our 
system, a lot of people are losing 
faith and trust in the judicial sys-
tem.”

This week several Queens 
Council members, including 
Donovan Richards (D-Laurelton), 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills), 
Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica), Ju-
lissa Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst) 
staged a “die-in” at City Hall. 

Clergymen led the City Council in a so-called die-in on the steps of City Hall. Queens 
City Councilman Ruben Wills is at center. Photo by William Alatriste/City Council
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 
761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777

Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

A swath of Ridgewood 
known for pioneering one 
of the first working class 
residential developments 
a century ago is poised to 
retain its historic housing 
stock for years to come.

The city Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
unanimously voted Tuesday 
to designate a 990-building 
area the Central Ridgewood 
Historic District.  It sprawls 
in an irregular pattern be-
tween Fresh Pond Road and 
Forest and Onderdonk ave-
nues and Madison Street and 
71st Avenue, .

If the city Planning Com-
mission and City Council 
approve this move, the new 
district will fall under the 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission’s protection 
and require its approval 
ahead of most types of al-
terations.

“The buildings in this 

district were a significant 
upgrade from earlier tene-
ments and served as a model 
for affordable housing at a 
time when New York City’s 
population was growing 
rapidly,” the commission’s 
chairwoman, Meenakshi 
Srinivasan, said in a state-
ment. “Most remarkably, 
most of these lively build-
ings remain unchanged 
since their completion over 
100 years ago.”

Ridgewood was com-
prised mostly of farmland 
and amusement parks in the 
19th century, but the addition 
of an electric trolley in 1894 
and train service a century 
later ushered in a transfor-
mation. An influx of affluent 
Germans eager to get away 
from crowded neighborhoods 
in downtown Manhattan 
and eastern Brooklyn began 
settling in Ridgewood, while 
the majority of its housing 
went up between 1906 and 
World War I.

BY BILL PARRY

The reward for in-
formation leading to the 
arrest of the killer of a 
pregnant mother of four at 
LeFrak City in Corona has 
doubled. 

The NYPD is still 
searching for the gunman 
who killed Brandee Anas-
tasia Massey, 27, outside 
her apartment the day be-
fore Thanksgiving, after 
she walked her children to 
PS 206.

Her baby was delivered 
by doctors at Elmhurst 
Hospital Center but later 
died. The father, Joseph, is 
said to be distraught two 
weeks after the murder.

“The kids are with fam-
ily and they are coping as 
best they can,” City Coun-
cilwoman Julissa Ferreras 
(D-East Elmhurst) said. 
“They’re starting school 
again, which will hope-
fully bring some normalcy 
back into their lives.”

Ferreras opened an ed-
ucation fund and launched 
a public fund-raising cam-
paign for the children at 
www.rally.org/Massey-
Fund. The fund has raised 
nearly $16,000 in a week 
with generous donations 
from Queens to New Jer-
sey.

“I’m hoping to get more 
elected officials and com-
munity organizations to 
contribute,” Ferreras said. 
“It’s a fund for four kids, so 
the need a lot of help.” Fer-
reras’ office managed to get 

help with the burial from 
the Human Resource Ad-
ministration with burial 
assistance from the Office 
of Victim Services.

Meanwhile, state Sen. 
Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) secured com-
mitments from the Queens 
Center mall and Food Ba-
zaar Supermarkets to raise 

the reward for information 
leading to the arrest of the 
killer to $12,000. 

“This community has 
come together not just to 
mourn Brandee’s tragic 
loss, but to help bring jus-
tice to her family,” Peralta 
said. “Food Bazaar Sper-
markets and Queens Cen-
ter have deep roots in this 

community and under-
stand that the most impor-
tant thing we can do right 
now for the Massey family 
is to help law enforcement 
bring Brandee’s killer to 
justice and make whoever 
is responsible pay for this 
brutal crime.” A stretch of 69th Avenue is on track to become part of a Central 

Ridgewood Historic District.  
Photo Courtesy city Landmarks Preservation Commission 

Joesph Massey, with his four children, as the hunt for the murderer of his pregnant wife goes into 
its third week. Photo courtesy office of Julissa Ferreras

Historic district near
in central RidgewoodLeFrak fund-raising grows

Donations pour in for Brandee Massey’s four orphaned children

I’m hoping to get more elected offi cials and community 
organizations to contribute. It’s a fund for four kids, so 

they need a lot of help.
City Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras

www.Timesledger.com
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GIFT GIVING.
SIMPLIFIED.
Purchase Mall  VISA® Gift Cards at Guest Services. 

VALID ONLY IN THE UNITED STATES

VALID ONLY IN THE UNITED STATES

VALID ONLY IN THE UNITED STATES

VALID ONLY IN THE UNITED STATES

VALID ONLY IN THE UNITED STATES

VALID ONLY IN THE UNITED STATES

VALID ONLY IN THE UNITED STATES

Subject to availability. See Cardholder Agreement for details, terms, conditions and (if applicable) fees. All trademarks are property of their respective owners. Product 

may not be available in all states. The Visa Gift Card is issued by Sunrise Banks, N.A., St. Paul, MN 55103, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. Sunrise Banks, N.A.; 

Member FDIC. Cards may be used only at merchants in the U.S. and District of Columbia wherever Visa debit cards are accepted. See Cardholder Agreement for details.

QUEENS CENTER | QUEENS & WOODHAVEN BOULEVARDS  
 718.592.3900 | ShopQueensCenter.com    | Download our FREE App



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
DE

C. 
14

, 2
01

4
8

rushed the vote,” she said.
Conley said that was not 

the case and that he had no 
hidden agenda.

“A lot of people who are 
saying negative things are 
misinformed,” he said. 
“They say we haven’t held 
elections in 20 years — 
that’s ridiculous, we hold 
them every year and I say 
every year if someone else 
wanted to do the job so be 
it.”

He added that he would 
remain as a member of the 
board and help O’Brien 
during the transition.

The controversy marred 
what was an otherwise 
memorable night.

At the end of his speech, 
Conley told the larger-
than-usual crowd at Sun-
nyside Community Ser-
vices that he reached the 
decision to step down after 
looking at his record of ser-
vice. “Looking at the time 
served, 23 years as chair 
has been a good run, but 
it’s time,” he said. “We col-
lectively accomplished a lot 

of great things.”
Conley shepherded CB 

2, which covers Long Island 
City, Sunnyside, Wood-
side and parts of Maspeth, 
through a period of unprec-
edented growth in western 
Queens. His leadership is 
credited with helping the 
transformation of Long 
Island City from a gritty 
industrial neighborhood 
to the so-called “gateway to 
Queens” with its booming 
residential high-rise devel-
opments.

“His steady hand has 
helped guide the growth 
of New York City’s fastest 
growing and most dynamic 
communities,” Borough 
President Melinda Katz 
said. “On behalf of the 2.3 
million residents of the 
borough of Queens, I thank 
Joe for his many years of 
service on behalf of the 
common good.”

Conley worked closely 
with City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside), although the 
two are on opposite sides of 
the proposed decking of the 
Sunnyside railyards, a plan 
put forth repeatedly by Dan 
Doctoroff, a former deputy 

mayor in the Bloomberg ad-
ministration. Conley backs 
the decking project saying, 
“If it were to support the 
creation of affordable hous-
ing,  public schools and 
more commercial space 
that would create jobs, not 
a convention center, that’s 
too big in scale.”

Van Bramer called the 
issue an “age-old discus-
sion,” saying such large-
scale development would 
adversely affect the com-
munities he serves: Long 
Island City, Astoria, Dutch 
Kills and Sunnyside. He 
said such a project would 
overburden the area’s in-
frastructure and transpor-
tation systems. 

The difference of opin-
ion between the two did not 
keep the councilman from 
heaping praise on the out-
going chairman. 

“Joe worked hard at his 
job — serving under many 
different administrations. 
And he worked well with 
all of them,” Van Bramer 
said. “Joe cared about do-
ing his job well. That is why 
he did well. I enjoyed work-
ing with him and wish him 
nothing but the best.”

Continued from Page 1 

Conley
“These additional noise 

monitors are great news 
in our continued fight 
against the blistering 
airplane noise that con-
tinues to ruin the quality 
of the life throughout our 
borough,” said U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
who requested the new 
monitors in a letter sent 
to the Port Authority and 
to the Federal Aviation 
Administration. “The de-
vices will allow officials 
to get precise and accurate 
readings on how levels of 
aircraft noise affect our 
neighborhoods.”

One of the new moni-
tors was installed on top 
of a residential building 
in downtown Flushing, 
neighborhood affected by 
low-flying airplane traffic 
to LaGuardia.

Meng said the other 
device will be located in 
Maspeth or Middle Vil-
lage. The Port Authority 
is evaluating several loca-
tions, and Meng said the 
agency will make a deter-

mination sometime this 
month.

Residents living 
around Kennedy Airport 
and LaGuardia Airport 
have been fighting to curb 
the increasing number 
of airplanes flying over 
their neighborhoods since 
about two years ago, when 
the U.S. Senate passed the 
Federal Aviation Admin-
istration Reauthorization 
bill allowing the FAA to 
switch from a radar to a 
satellite-control traffic 
control system.

The GPS technology 

brought a new flight pat-
tern into effect with more 
planes landing and taking 
off.

“We appreciate all new 
noise monitors placed 
in the New York City 
metro area,” said Janet 
McEneaney, president 
of Queens Quiet Skies, a 
civic organization call-
ing to mitigate aircraft 
noise. “They bring more 
openness and clarity, they 
allow all residents to see 
the impact of flight proce-
dures on the quality of life 
in their communities.”

Continued from Page 1 

Monitors

The Port Authority installs new noise monitor in downtown 
Flushing, and will put another one in Middle Village or Maspeth.  

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

Tel: 718.215.6470

Visit our website at: aperitifbistrobayside.com

Like us on Facebook

APERITIF BISTRO WINE BAR 
in Bayside is proud to announce its 

French Bistro, Lounge, Extensive Wine List, 

Creative Cocktails & Craft Beers

Now serving Lunch, Dinner, & Brunch on Sunday

Private Room & Catering Options available 

for private parties

Valet Parking available on weekends
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KOHL’S | COSTCO | CENTURY 21 | SEARS | BURLINGTON | TOYS“R”US | BABIES“R”US

BED BATH & BEYOND | T.J.MAXX | MARSHALLS | ALDI | OLD NAVY | STAPLES | ULTA

DALLAS BBQ | MILLER’S ALE HOUSE | PIER 1 | MANDEE | PANERA BREAD

PAYLESS SHOESOURCE | THE VITAMIN SHOPPE | SUBWAY | PEARLE VISION | RED MANGO

LEONARDO FURNITURE | T-MOBILE | AUNTIE ANNE’S | VERIZON/VIVA MOVIL | SPRINT

regocenter.com

Junction Blvd between
Queens Blvd &

Horace Harding Expy

CONTINUOUS LOOP BETWEEN
REGO CENTER and QUEENS CENTER

11am to 8pm • Every 20 Minutes
Dec 14 - 24, 26 - 30

FREE SHOPPING SHUTTLE

Bus Q72, Q38 & Q88

Subway  M &  R  to 63RD Drive/Rego Park

THE BEST
VALUE SHOPPING

IN QUEENS
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as facilitate the cemetery’s 
purchase from Linda’s Cai 
Trading, the property’s cur-
rent owner. Ledan Cai, the 
company’s owner, who pur-
chased the property in 2010 
for $105,000, is asking for 
$150,000 to cover the cost of 
work done on the property. 

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) said he is willing to 
use capital funds to buy the 
property at a reasonable 
price and that the city would 
choose a new owner and cus-
todian based on input from 
residents who live in the 
area, Friends of Brinkcer-
hoff and the Fresh Meadows 
Homeowners Civic Associa-
tion. 

“It’s more a matter of 
finding a new owner that the 
city will approve using city 
funds to purchase the prop-
erty and that the new owner 
is capable of maintaining it 
throughout the year because 
we don’t want it to become an 
eyesore for the neighbors,” 

Lancman said. 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-

Flushing) has been giving 
information to stakeholders 
about federal grants.

“I support efforts to pur-
chase this historical piece of 
property in our community, 
and my office has worked 
closely with the Queens His-
torical Society and Friends 
of Brinckerhoff Colonial 
Cemetery to provide infor-
mation on federal grants 
that can possibly be used for 

buying the land,” Meng said 
in a statement. 

In February, the Brinck-
erhoff Memorial Commit-
tee, a group formed in 2012 
to preserve the cemetery, 
approached the City Council 
about buying back the prop-
erty. The city Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
gave the property landmark 
status in August 2012 and 
the City Council sanctioned 
it in December 2012. 

Former City Councilman 
James Gennaro (D-Fresh 
Meadows) was willing to use 
discretionary funds to buy 
the cemetery but expressed 
concerns about getting ap-
proval and whether Linda’s 
Cai Trading would give up 
the property. 

A Fresh Meadow civic 
board member told the 
TimesLedger in 2012 that Le 
Dan Cai of Linda’s Cai Trad-
ing knew the property was a 
cemetery when she reviewed 
the title report before closing 
on the property, despite her 
claims that she did not. 

Ledan Cai, the owner of 
Linda’s Cai Trading, could 
not be reached for comment.

ing Asian. 
Applications to Eagle 

Academy public schools are 
subject to the lotteries run 
by the city Department of 
Education.

 In his recently published 
first book “Soar. How Boys 
Learn, Succeed, and Devel-
op Character,” David Banks, 
founder, president and CEO 
of the Eagle Academy Foun-
dation, said one of the keys 
for the students’ success is 
to “always support them.”

Banks, who received his 
law degree from St. John’s 
University, pointed out that 
since a lot of inner-city stu-
dents grow up without a fa-
ther figure in their homes, 
the boys in his program are 
paired with mentors. 

“A young man without a 
mentor is like an explorer 
without a map,” said Banks, 
who was raised in southeast 
Queens. 

While 90 percent of Af-
rican-American households 
had a father figure in the 
1920s, he said, today the per-
centage of households with 
a strong male presence for 
boys is about 30 percent.

“This is a terrible situa-
tion,” said Banks, who had 
a recent book signing event 
in southeast Queens to pro-
mote “Soar” and spoke at 
several churches and com-
munity centers. “But Eagle 
activates possibilities.” 

The Eagle Academy net-
work is a consortium of six 
schools. The one in Queens, 
located at the intersection 
of Linden and Merrick Bou-
levards in St. Albans, was 
the third one to be founded. 
It has about 400 students in 
grades 6 through 12. 

Applications to Eagle 
Academy public schools are 
subject to the lotteries run 
by the city Department of 
Education.

 “Parents tell me that 
their son didn’t get into 
Eagle Academy, so I wrote 
the book to inspire and 
help transform those young 
boys’ lives,” Banks said in 
an interview. He was a prin-
cipal at the Bronx School for 
Law, Government & Justice 
for 11 years.

In the book Banks said 
at Eagle “our job is teaching 
young men, and we must 
look for those who under-
stand that mission.”

Banks cited several suc-
cess stories in the book, 

including the one from 
Brenton James. He became 
the first Eagle student to be 
accepted into an Ivy League 
school. In fact, James was 
admitted to two. He enrolled 
in the University of Pennsyl-
vania.

“Creating a new school 
is challenging,” Banks said. 
“And creating an all-male 
school has another set of 
challenges.”

Also challenging was 
putting the book together 
but rewarding, he said. 
“Writing the book for the 
past couple of years was a 
great experience,” Banks 
said. “It reflects the work 
that we have been doing.”

With the six Eagle 
schools (one in every bor-
ough and the sixth one in 
Newark, N.J.) up and run-
ning, Banks intends now to 
set up the Eagle Institute, 
an organization that will 
train and show educators 
and academic experts how 
to establish Eagle schools 
nationwide. 

“When all our six 
schools are full to capacity, 
with about 4,000 students, 
the idea is to create the 
next wave of Eagle schools,” 
Banks, who was also a pub-
lic schools teacher, said.

Continued from Page 1 
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Academy

$CASH$$CASH$

New Loft Space accommodates 50 guests
Live Jazz Dinner music every Friday & Saturday 6–9pm

For more information and reservations call 718-945-0202

Visit us on the web at kennedysbreezypoint.com

Kennedy’s
Breezy Point

RE-OPENS AFTER HURRICANE SANDY

DINNER SERVED 
Tuesday–Thursday 5–10pm  Friday and Saturday 5–11pm

Sunday 4–9pm  CLOSED MONDAY

Now accepting reservations

RESERVE NOW FOR 
HOLIDAY PARTIES!

Open Christmas Eve & New Years Eve 
Closed Christmas Day

Starting Tuesday Dec 16 

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS: 

718-945-0202

LUNCH MENU RESUMING

Dennis Cutler has lived across 
from the cemetery in Fresh 
Meadows for 44 years. 

Photo by Madina Toure
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69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com
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