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A month ahead of his sched-

uled sentencing, former Bay-
side City Councilman Daniel 
Halloran replaced his trial 
attorney with one he said is 
known for appeal work.

The ex-GOP legislator, who 
contended he was innocent 
throughout this past sum-
mer’s trial, said his former de-
fense lawyer, Vinoo Varghese, 
did not do appeal work.

“Now we have to get ready 
for the next phase,” Halloran 
said after a court conference 
last week.

White Plains Federal 
Court Judge Kenneth Karas 
approved his request to hire 
Jonathan Edelstein. Karas, 
however, instructed Halloran 
and his co-defendant, Vincent 
Tabone, they would need to 
sign waivers authorizing the 
first of Halloran’s three de-
fense attorneys, Dennis Ring, 
to work as counsel for Tabone.

Ring once worked as chief 

Activists mix up 
posters to ask

for carriage ban

BY JUAN SOTO

Fashion guru and actor Tim 
Gunn wants City Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) to support Mayor Bill de 
Blasio’s ban on the horse-drawn 
carriage industry. And Angeli-
ca Huston is targeting Council-
man Peter Koo (D-Flushing) 
seeking the same support.

Gunn appears in the latest 
citywide campaign blitz put 
into place by the People for the 
Ethical Treatment of Animals  
and New Yorkers for Clean, 
Livable and Safe Streets  ask-
ing constituents in Weprin’s 
district to call his office and 
urge him to support the bill in-
troduced by City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) that calls for a ban in 
the industry by next summer.  

The only problem is that 
Gunn is not the celebrity fea-
tured in the ad installed at the 
bus shelter outside Weprin’s 
district office.

Instead of Gunn, Weprin 
has in front of his office the ad 
picturing Russell Simons in-
tended to take aim at Council-
woman Deborah Rose (D-Stat-
en Island).

A spokeswoman for PETA 
Continued on Page 52
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For the 19th year Kevin Lynch has lit up his corner of Bay Terrace with  a crowd-stopping light show 
that's all for children's charity.  He starts putting up lights in September and doesn't take them down 
until mid-January. A couple years back, Lynch won the $50,000 grand prize in a national Christmas 
light contest sponsored by cable channel ABC Family.  Photo by Michael Shain 

Halloran’s 
sentencing 

slated for ‘15

Celebrity ad attacks Weprin
ELECTRIC DREAM

CB 7 OKs Flushing hotel.... .. 2
Queens: Hot spot in US ....... 5
Vallone: Ground drones...... 17
‘Christmas Carol’ returns ..41

INSIDE THIS ISSUE



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 19–25, 20142    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

BAYSIDE TIMES (USPS#025088) is published weekly by News Community Newspaper Holdings Inc.., 41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY.11361, (718) 229-0300. The entire contents of this publication are copyright 2014. All rights 
reserved. The newspaper will not be liable for errors appearing in any advertising beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. Periodicals postage paid at Flushing, N.Y. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the 
Bayside Times C/O  News Community Newspaper Holdings Inc. 41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, N.Y. 11361.

Police Blotter.................................................8
Editorials and Letters............................12-13
New Voices...................................................14
The Civic Scene...........................................14
Focus on Queens........................................28

Q Guide....................................................41-50
The Play’s the Thing..................................44
Business........................................................47 
Sports......................................................49-51
Classified ...............................................53-58

BY MADINA TOURE

Elected officials and com-
munity and business leaders 
say they are not satisfied with 
the way the city Department 
of Transportation is handling 
the traffic problems brought 
on by the Flushing Commons 
construction site in downtown 
Flushing.

“It’s outrageous that the 
Flushing Commons develop-
ers will make millions of dol-
lars on this project and yet 
they can’t put a few dollars into 
hiring traffic control agents to 
ensure traffic flow and traffic 
safety,” Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside), said.

Community Board 7 Dis-
trict Manager Marilyn Bitter-
man sent letters to DOT Com-
missioner Polly Trottenberg 
on July 11, Sept. 4 and Nov. 24 
outlining ideas. Suggestions 
included installing a sign 
that would not allow anyone 
to make a left turn on north-
bound Union Street at 37th 
Avenue, all-way stop signs 
at the intersection of 138th 
Street and 37th Avenue and 
the removal of a traffic light 
on Union Street at 38th Av-
enue to help move traffic along 
Union Street all the way up to 
Northern Boulevard.

“It’s incumbent on the 
elected officials who have a 
lot more power than the com-
munity board to put pressure 
on the agency to get something 
done,” Bitterman said.

Developers broke ground 
on Flushing Commons in July. 
The development will turn Mu-
nicipal Lot 1 at the corner of 
Union Street and 39th Avenue 
into a huge, multi-use complex 
that will include residential, 
office and retail space.

It will also include a 
62,000-square-foot YMCA fa-
cility, 15,000 square feet of 
additional community facil-
ity space and parking for 1,600 

cars at below-market rates ini-
tially. The project is expected 
to generate more than 2,600 
construction jobs and 1,900 
permanent jobs.

Avella said he first ap-
proached the city Department 
of Transportation in mid-Octo-
ber about the traffic problems, 
calling on the DOT to apply 
traffic calming measures and 
assign traffic control agents to 
the area.

With the sidewalk shut 
down and a lane of traffic 
closed to vehicles, Avella 
reached out to the DOT again 
to address the issue. Two 
months later, Avella said, local 
businesses are losing money 
and pedestrians do not have a 
sidewalk on which to walk.

“You have a situation 
where the traffic is just so out 
of control, you’re either going 
to have a fatality or a situation 
of road rage,” he said.

The first phase, which is 
slated to be completed in 2017, 
will open a section of the mu-
nicipal lot as an underground 

garage is being built. It will 
also have 150 units of mar-
ket-rate housing and 219,000 
square feet of commercial 
space. 

The project was tempo-
rarily halted during the re-
cession due to lack of funds, 
but Flushing-based F&T 
Group, the Rockefeller Group, 
AECOM Capital and Mount 
Kellett Capital Management 
LP entered into a partnership 
and secured $235 million from 
Starwood Property in March 
to contribute to funding for 
the first phase of the project.

The developers put up 
three large signs directing pe-
destrians on  Union Street in 
English, Chinese and Korean, 
according to state Sen. Toby 
Ann Stavisky (D-Flushing). 
She also said construction 
crews direct traffic during 
rush hour and that Queens 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz held task-force meetings 
with the developer, elected of-
ficials, the community board 

BY MADINA TOURE

At the monthly Commu-
nity Board 7 meeting at the 
Union Plaza Care Center, 
board members approved 
plans to build a hotel on the 
old Sears site in Flushing.

Out of 33 board members 
present at the Dec. 15 meeting, 
24 voted in favor of the plan 
while nine voted against. All 
14 members of the CB7’s Zon-
ing Committee voted for the 
plan before the meeting.

“We’re not really grant-
ing something that’s going 
to tremendously change the 
impact of what could be built 
there other than the fact that 
it’s now more commercially 
driven than what was origi-
nally a residential building 
with some small retail on the 
bottom,” said Chuck Apelian, 
CB7’s first vice chairman 
and chairman of the Zoning 
Committee.

Century Development 
Group wants wants to build 
an 11-story mixed-use devel-
opment consisting of a ho-
tel, condos and community 
space at the old Sears site on 
137-61 Northern Blvd., next 
to Flushing Town Hall. Ray-
mond Chan Architect is the 
project’s architect.

“We are asking for specific 
permission to allow for a ho-
tel to operate at the property 
with apartments upstairs,” 
said Eric Palatnik, the devel-
opers’ variance attorney.

The plans would change 
the property from an R6 zon-
ing district, which allows for 
commercial units downstairs 
and residential upstairs, to a 
C43, which allows commer-
cial spread throughout the 
building.

The building has 152,000 
square feet of floor area and 
155 parking spaces — about 
28 parking spaces for resi-
dential units and 15 parking 
spaces for the hotel rooms.

The hotel will have 191 
rooms, about 400 square feet 
in size, and take up floors 
three through eight. The 
top three floors will have 43 
dwelling units. The condos 
will be anywhere from 800 
square feet to 1,000 square 
feet for one to three people. 

The second floor will 
have about 7,000 square feet 
of community facility space, 
which groups can use free of 
charge. Flushing Town Hall, 
which will be allowed to use 
the space due to an agree-
ment with the developer, is 
considering using the space 
for artist residencies, though 
plans are not yet formalized.

The building targets the 
older population and people 
who are doing business in the 
area, and there are also plans 
bring in new cafés and shops 
as well as a water sculpture.

Republican politician 
Sunny Hahn criticized the 
plan and Flushing Town 
Hall’s management.

“We worked so hard to 
protect and restore Flushing 
Town Hall and now we’re 
ready to discard it?” Hahn 
said. “I’m very disappoint-
ed by the Flushing Town 
Hall’s current management. 
Joanne Jones’ lifetime’s work 
is about to be trashed before 
her body’s completely dis-
solved in her grave.”

Rev. Ricahrd McEachern, a mem-
ber of CB7, provides an update 
on Macedonian Plaza. 

Photo by Madina Toure

Traffic problems persist at Flushing Commons construction site, say 
elected officials and community leaders. Photo by Michael Shain

CB7 approves plans 
for hotel in Flushing

Traffi c snarls Flushing
Pols, leaders blast DOT over Commons construction project
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BY JUAN SOTO

New York and the metro-
politan area were the most 
important port for American 
soldiers traveling to Europe to 
fight in World War I.

And Queens, of course, 
played a key role in the Great 
War.

Jamaica Bay was, after all, 
home to the Rockaway Naval 
Air Station planes, one of the 
first of its kind in the United 
States, according to a new 
book said.   “Seaplanes took off 
and landed from Jamaica Bay 
inlet on the north side of the 
bay,” wrote Queensborough 
Community College profes-
sor Mark van Ells in his book, 
“World War I: A Traveler’s 
Guide.”

Van Ells, a history pro-
fessor at the Bayside college 
campus, pointed out that what 
once was the Rockaway Naval 
Air Station is now occupied 
by the Jacob Riis Park on the 
peninsula.

The naval station closed in 

1928, and years later, Robert 
Moses, the city’s 20th century 
builder, opened Jacob Riis 
park.

Adjacent to the naval sta-
tion was Fort Tilden, a coastal 
artillery facility during the 
Great War. 

“People walked by these 
places all the time but don’t 
think about what they meant,” 
he said. 

The 442-page book fol-
lows the experience of the 
American soldier, known as 
the Doughboy, in World War 
I from the training camps in 
the United States to the battle-
fields oversees. 

He takes the reader to war 
sites on both sides of the At-
lantic.

In the Hudson Valley, a 
memorial in Sleepy Hallow 
Cemetery honors the 40 men 
who died as they patroled the 
valley against German sabo-
teurs.    The 1,200-member regi-
ment ensured that New York 
City and its surroundings had 
access to water. They were 

afraid the Germans would poi-
son the water or blow up the 
aqueducts to cut water supply 
to New York City.

The Germans blew up a mu-
nitions plant and an arsenal 
that supplied the allies in 1916 

in New Jersey. It was known 
as the Black Tom Explosion, 
and it set off spectacular ex-
plosions that ended in damage 
of about $50 million.  

The professor paid special 
attention to a place in France 
called Fismes. That’s where 
his grandfather’s brother was 
killed during the war. Van Ells 
traveled to the site as part of 
his academic research.

“I was glad to do that,” he 
said. His relative, Andrew 
van Ells, was wounded in the 
battlefield and died two days 
later. 

“The idea of the book is to 
learn history by going to his-

toric sites,” van Ells said. “You 
try to help people understand  
history not only in the class-
room, but by traveling and get-
ting a more historic context.”

The world is marking 
the 100th anniversary of the 
World War I, which stretched 
from 1914 to 1918, but Ameri-
can soldiers did not go into the 
battlefields until 1917. 

Van Ells hopes the book 
also raises the awareness of 
the public about World War I. 

 In 1930, 12 years after the 
Allied victory, “a poll showed 
that 70 percent of Americans 
thought it was a mistake to 
enter World War I. They be-
lieved the British and the 
French tricked us into getting 
involved,” Ells said. 

Although the Great War 
turned the United States into a 
superpower, Ells  pointed out, 
“World War I was overshad-
owed by World War II.”  

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4564.

Mark van Ells poses with his 
new book at his office in the 
Bayside college campus.  

Photo by Juan Soto

Book puts Jamaica Bay at center of World War I
Queenborough history professor takes readers to crucial sites on both sides of Atlantic
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BY BILL PARRY

A proposal to unite 
Roosevelt Avenue under one 
precinct command has been 
rejected by Police Commis-
sioner Bill Bratton.

The idea, put forward by 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst), would have ended 
the division divide of the busy 
business corridor, which has 
the 115th Precinct command 
the northern side while the 
110th covers the southern 
side.

“A dividing line running 
miles down the center of a 
busy street makes no sense 
and almost certainly stretches 
resources thin,” Peralta wrote 
in a letter to the commissioner 
last month.

The senator added that the 
split made it more difficult to 
institute community polic-
ing measures when smaller 

neighborhood enclaves are 
cut in half.

“Although I would certain-
ly not hesitate to initiate the 
process of realigning these 
boundaries if necessary,” 
Bratton responded, “I believe 
the long-established boundar-
ies along Roosevelt Avenue 
have not impeded our efforts 
to reduce crime or improve 
quality-of-life conditions ef-
fectively.”

Peralta maintained that 
because of the thoroughfare’s 
divide, police in one precinct 
could but sometimes would 
not respond to incidents oc-
curring across Roosevelt Av-
enue.

Bratton denied that claim.
“Our written guidelines 

clearly specify that uniformed 
personnel are to respond to 
any police emergency that 
takes place within five blocks 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Almost two-thirds of New 
York City adults believe the 
Staten Island grand jury 
should have brought criminal 
charges against a police offi-
cer in the death of Eric Gar-
ner last summer, according to 
a New York Times/Siena Col-
lege poll.

The poll also indicated that 
New Yorkers think the federal 
government should charge 
the officer with violating 
Garner’s civil rights and that 
people of color are not treated 
fairly by the city’s criminal 
justice system.

The poll also found a ma-
jority approves of the job Bill 
de Blasio is doing as mayor.

The poll indicated that New 
Yorkers are almost evenly di-
vided on whether they think 
race relations in the city are 

generally good or bad, down 
considerable from a year ago 
when by a 2-to1 margin, in-
cluding strong majorities of 
blacks, whites and Latinos, 
New Yorkers said race rela-

tions in the city were gener-
ally good.

The poll gave Police Com-
missioner Bill Bratton a divid-
ed 43-40 approval rating and 
only 44 percent said New York 
City police are doing an excel-
lent or good job, compared to 
55 percent who say they are 
doing a fair to poor job.

“While 50 percent of white 
New Yorkers feel the grand 
jury should have indicted the 
officer in the Garner case, 73 
percent of Latino and 85 per-
cent of black adults feel that 
way. Similarly, 86 percent of 
black and 76 percent of La-
tino New Yorkers feel the 
feds should bring civil rights 
charges against the officer, 
while white adults are evenly 
divided, 42-42 percent,” said 
Siena College pollster Steven 
Greenberg.

BY JUAN SOTO

About 100 York College 
students staged a “die-in” 
Monday to vent their frustra-
tion over the Eric Garner case 
and other instances where un-
armed civilians died in con-
frontations with the police.

The “die-in” at the Jamaica 
campus, with the presence of 
five faculty members, took 
place just two days before the 
final examination period was 
to begin this week.

Some of the students wore 
“I can’t breath” T-shirts, in 
reference to Garner’s words 
as he slumped to the sidewalk 
while being arrested for sell-
ing loose cigarettes.

The students and faculty 
who attended the peaceful ral-
ly to protest police-involved 
deaths chanted “Black Lives 
Matter” and “I Can’t Breathe” 
along the way. They lay down 
on Guy Brewer Boulevard, 
located just outside the main 
campus, blocking traffic for 
several minutes.

The “die-in” in downtown 
Jamaica came days after the 
relations between the police, 

the mayor and the City Coun-
cil grew very tense.

“York College is proud of 
its students and the commu-
nity for demonstrating their 
awareness of current events 

and through their participa-
tion making a statement of the 
need for justice in the Queens 
communities and the nation,” 
said Panayiotis Meleties, the 
school’s acting provost.

And in the First Baptist 
Church in East Elmhurst, 
Julissa Ferraras (D-East 
Elmhurst) help a prayer for 
justice for Garner with sev-
eral elected officials, commu-

nity leaders and residents.
In response to Garner’s 

chokehold death, the City 
Council is asking the NYPD 
inspector general to inves-
tigate how the department 
tracks and monitors abuses by 
cops.

Queens resident Pat Lynch, 
president of the Patrolmen’s 
Benevolent Association, was 
outraged by the Council’s pro-
posal.

“Frankly, I am disgusted 
with the double talk coming 
out of this City Council,” he 
said. “They praised police 
with words and then take ac-
tions that clearly demonstrate 
their true lack of support for 
the very people who protect 
them and make their commu-
nities safer.”

He pointed out the Coun-
cil’s proposal to set up spaces 
in Council members’ offices 
for the Civilian Complaint Re-
view Board to take complaints 
from citizens “are not worth 
the paper they are written on 
because anyone can file the 
most baseless, sensational 
complaint without fear of pen-

Rev. Al Sharpton speaks at a news 
conference with Mayor Bill de Blasio 
(c) after the death of Eric Garner. 

John Minchillo/AP

Students at York College in downtown Jamaica lie down on Guy Brewer Boulevard to protest and de-
mand justice for Eric Garner and other victims of fatal police confrontations with unarmed civilians. 

Photo courtesy York College

York stages ‘die-in’ as tension rises
PBA attacks de Blasio, City Council amid public debate over confrontations with police

Siena College poll: Garner 
grand jury got it all wrong

Roosevelt to stay split
between two precincts

Continued on Page 48 Continued on Page 52
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Lonely Planet crowned 
Queens the top U.S. tourist 
destination in its annual list, 
but the travel publishing out-
let apparently found the bor-
ough’s lodging less than regal.

The travel guide publisher 
praised the borough’s growing 
microbrewery scene, global 
food offerings, art venues, re-
vamped Rockaway shore and 
boutique hotels in its Best in 
the U.S. 2015 list.

To pay tribute to Queens’ 
new title, the publishing com-
pany released a chapter on the 
borough from its New York 
City guide. The chapter came 
with a list of more than 100 
suggested hotels, four of which 
were in Queens — Country 
Inn & Suites in Long Island 
City, Z Hotel in Long Island 
City, Ravel in Long Island City 
and Marco LaGuardia Hotel & 
Suites in Flushing.

But the guide makers had 
plenty to say about Queens’ 
draws.

“Nowhere is the image of 
New York as the global melt-
ing pot truer than Queens,” its 
Best in the U.S. 2015 list read. 
“Browse New York’s biggest 
Chinatown in Flushing, shop 
for brilliantly colored saris in 
Jackson Heights and inhale 
the heady aromas of coffee 
and hookahs in Astoria. The 

incomparable array of world 
cuisines makes Queens a des-
tination for food lovers from 
all parts of New York City.”

Lonely Planned empha-
sized arts in western Queens, 
naming the Queens Museum, 
the Museum of the Moving 
Image, the Emerging Artists 
Festival and Astoria’s arts dis-

trict. Rockaway’s beaches and 
dining were also singled out.

Queens’ leaders were quick 
to herald the list, particularly 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz, who has described pro-
moting tourism within the 
borough as one of her top pri-
orities and has installed road 

BY BILL PARRY

The MTA blames three 
maintenance supervisors and 
a track inspector for their 
roles in an F train derailment 
in Woodside back in May that 
injured 30 riders.

In a final report issued Fri-
day, the agency said the work-
ers missed “several minor 
defects in track components 
present at the point of derail-
ment” and that New York City 
Transit has changed its in-
spection protocols to ensure 
rail defects are appropriately 
identified and repaired.

“Nothing is more impor-
tant than providing the safest 
transportation possible for 
our customers and employ-
ees, so determining the cause 
of this derailment was a top 

priority for us,” NYC Tran-
sit President Carmen Bianco 
said. “We immediately took 
corrective action to ensure we 
always focus on identifying 
and correcting track defects. 
This will minimize the risk of 
future derailments.”

Investigators found that a 
metal plate and fasteners un-
der the rail had been broken 
for at least a year before the 
derailment but was not re-
placed. When the eight-car F 
train derailed shortly after 10 
a.m. May 2 as it headed toward 
Manhattan on the express 
track south of the Jackson 
Heights-Roosevelt Avenue sta-
tion, under Broadway at 60th 
Street, a 7-foot, 11-inch section 
of a rail fractured beneath the 
train as it traveled at 40 mph.

Nearly 1,000 straphangers 
were safely evacuated by city 
rescue services. A total of 30 
riders and two employees re-
ported minor injuries, and the 
damage was valued at more 
than $2 million, according to 
the report.

BY MADINA TOURE

U.S. Rep Grace Meng’s (D-
Flushing) bill to study the vi-
ability of the National Park 
Service supporting Queens 
historic sites associated with 
the signing of the Flushing 
Remonstrance passed the 
Senate last Friday night.

The Flushing Remon-
strance Study Act would 
require the secretary of the 
Interior, who oversees feder-
al parkland, to consider the 
possibility of giving Flush-
ing sites, such as the John 
Bowne House and the Old 

Quaker Meetinghouse, sup-
port from the National Park 
Service.

The bill passed the House 
20th century in September. 
If President Barack Obama 
signs the bill, the National 
Park Service will be able 
to look at whether the sites 
meet the requirements for 
national significance, suit-
ability and feasibility.

It could also lead to the 
sites becoming either a na-
tional historic park or a na-
tional historic site or creat-
ing partnerships to support 
the facilities.

“Flushing Remonstrance 
and Bowne House were very 
important to the history of 
Flushing but I think to New 
York and the entire country,” 

Meng said. “It’s essentially 
the birthplace of religious 
freedom and so we thought 
it would be important to get 
recognition from the federal 
government.”

The John Bowne House 
on 37-01 Bowne St., owned by 
the city Department of Parks 
and Recreation, is listed on 
the National Register of His-
toric Places. The Old Quak-
er Meetinghouse on 137-16 
Northern Blvd., owned by 
the Flushing Monthly Meet-
ing of the Religious Society 
of Friends, is a National His-
toric Landmark for architec-

ture and religion.
The sites are associated 

with the 1657 signing of the 
Flushing Remonstrance, the 
document recognized as the 
forerunner of religious free-
dom in the United States.

“The end result of this 
legislation is that the Bowne 
House or anything related to 
the Flushing Remonstrance, 
any site, will be under the 
jurisdiction of the national 
park service and so it could 
be more of a national land-
mark,” Meng said. “People 
coming to New York will be 
able to learn more about it.”

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Three mainenance supervisors 
and a track inspector are blamed 
for an F train derailment in May. 

Photo by MTA/Patrick Cashin

The Senate passed a bill that would give Flushing historic sites, 
like Bowne House, support from the National Park Service. 

Photo courtesy NYC Parks Department

Lonely Planet says Queens is the top travel destination in the United 
States for 2015.

Senate OKs Meng bill
to back Flushing sites

MTA to discipline derail crew

Boro tops travel list
Lonely Planet names Queens best destination in U.S.

Continued on Page 36

Continued on Page 48

The sites are associated with 1657 
signing of the Flushing Remonstrance, 

the document recognized as the 
forerunner of religious freedom in the 

United States.
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BY BILL PARRY

The organizer behind Sun-
day’s rally to save the Sun-
nyside Center Cinemas from 
a date with the wrecking ball 
says the protest will go on 
despite the theater owner’s 
rejection of a six-month lease 
extension. Community activ-
ist Ty Sullivan hopes a huge 
turnout at the neighborhood’s 
only movie theater at 12:30 
p.m. will bring the two sides 
together for more negotia-
tions.

“We need to get the land-
lord, John Ciafone, and the 
theater owner , Rudy Prashad, 
to sit down and work out a long-
term deal for the sake of the 
kids in this neighborhood,” 
Sullivan said. “The bottom 
line is we need to maintain 
this theater in Sunnyside. As 
an independent theater it pre-
serves the unique character 
of this neighborhood. If the 
property owner were smart, 
he would make it a money-gen-
erating anchor for all the new 
retail he plans for the ground 

floor of his new building.”
That is what property 

owner John Ciafone had in 
mind when he offered the ex-
tension to Prashad, a future 
in his new seven-story build-
ing at 42-17 Queens Blvd. “But 
he rejected us,” Ciafone said. 
“We live in a free country and 
they’re allowed to protest, but 
they’ve these protesters have 
it all wrong. I have nothing 
against Rudy.  In fact, I’ve 
said no to three movie theater 
chains who made inquiries 
about coming here. I’ve al-
ready said when we’re done 
with the building project we’ll 
be happy to bring him back.”

Prashad would love to be 
back in the future but the six-
month extension made little 
sense business-wise. 

“My bags are already 
packed and at the front door 
and the staff is already find-
ing new jobs,” he said. “If I 
stayed we’d be closing in June, 
missing the summer money-
making season. Six months 
just doesn’t do anything for 
me. I’m in the same boat with 

a longer paddle.”
Sullivan said the theater 

is a vital part of the neighbor-
hood because the prices are 
affordable and the loss would 
hurt low-income families who 
can’t afford big multiplex cine-
mas in Astoria or Manhattan. 

“Ciafone is in danger of 
becoming the Mister Potter of 

this neighborhood, to borrow 
from ‘It’s a Wonderful Life’ 
here,” Sullivan said.

 It’s a charge Ciafone re-
futes.

 “I’m the bad guy here?” 
he said. “Look, Rudy’s charg-
ing $5 a ticket. The reason he 
could do that is that his rent is 
extremely below market rate. 

I’m no villain, I’m just a busi-
nessman.”

 Surprisingly, Prashad 
agrees. 

“If there’s anyone I should 
be angry with it’s the Dime 
Savings Bank,” Prashad said. 
“I was negotiating a 20-year 
lease with Dime when they 
sold the property to Ciafone 
with no warning. To make 
matters worse, they told me to 
go ahead and upgrade the the-
ater so I invested $750,000 in 
digital projectors, new screens 
and a new sound system. I still 
haven’t paid off those projec-
tors, I’m still in the hole.”

Prashad tried to bid $5.5 
million to buy the property 
himself but the deal had al-
ready been struck with Cia-
fone. Prashad, a retired NYPD 
detective  said he’s not bitter.

“I’m just disappointed,” he 
said. “When I retired from the 
force, this became my second 
life and I fell in love with the 
business. Then I fell in love 
with this neighborhood and 
all its people. Sunnyside for 
me is New York.”

Despite the owner’s rejection of a lease extension, a rally sched-
uled for Sunday to save the Sunnyside Center Cinemas is still on. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Rally to save Sunnyside movie theater proceeds
Organizer ignores owner’s refusal to accept six-month lease extension to keep doors open

New York City Council Member  

Paul A. Vallone 

  From my family to yours, Merry Christmas 
and Happy Holidays to All! 

Paid for by We Support Paul Vallone 

ASIA BANK, N. A.

“COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE FINANCING”
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Repayment terms to 25 years
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135-11 Roosevelt Avenue, Flushing, NY 11354

Tel: 718-961-9898  

 Fax: 718-762-0741

e-mail: asialoan@asiabank-na.com

www.asiabank-na.com 
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BY MADINA TOURE

State Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky (D-
Flushing) says she supports keeping 
the specialized high school admissions 
test as the sole factor for admission to 
the city’s specialized high schools.

During a testimony before the City 
Council Education Committee last 
Friday, Stavisky – a graduate of Bronx 
High School of Science — said she sup-
ports calls for the city Department of 
Education to make school diversity a 
priority but that the test known as the 
SHSAT cannot be blamed for the lack 
of diversity in schools.

She instead suggested more middle-
school enrichment programs, includ-
ing gifted and talented programs, and 
free test preparation classes in minor-
ity communities.

“It’s not the test that’s the problem, 
it’s the poor performance and poor 
results by the students in grades re-
ally starting from kindergarten,” said 
Stavisky, who is also the mother of a 
Bronx Science graduate and a former 
teacher at Brooklyn Technical High 
School. “There’s no evidence that add-
ing additional criteria such as an in-
terview or an essay exam is going to 
improve diversity.”

Using more criteria to determine a 
student’s eligibility for a specialized 
high school will make achieving diver-
sity harder, Stavisky continued.

“If they use the multiple criteria, 
you will have more students who are 
white and wealthy and interestingly 
the percentage of white students at 
the specialized high schools has been 

declining,” she said. “It’s the Asian-
American students who have been in-
creasing.”

The City Council Education Com-
mittee, chaired by Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights), intro-
duced two bills last Friday.

The first, Resolution 442, calls for 
changing the admissions criteria for 
the city’s specialized high schools. The 
second, Resolution 453, calls on the city 
Department of Education to formally 
recognize and prioritize school diver-
sity when it makes various decisions 
such as admission policies, creation of 

State Sen. Toby Stavisky advocates keeping 
the specialized high school admissions test. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Stavisky: Keep exam  
for elite high schools SERVING NEW YORK FOR 32 YEARS
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POLICE 

Blotter
ST. ALBANS — Police were asking 

for the public’s help in locating a man 
in connection with an attempted rape 
of a teenager that took place in July in 
the vicinity of 109th Road and Farmers 
Boulevard in St. Albans. 

The NYPD described the suspect as 
a black man in his early 20s. He was 
last seen wearing red Addidas track 
pants and red shirt. 

The alleged attack occurred July 12, 
when the suspect engaged in conversa-
tion with the victim, 15, and choked 
her, authorities said.

ST. ALBANS — Two Queens men were sentenced to 15 years in prison for 
the shooting death of a woman during a birthday party at a St. Albans home in 
2011.

A jury found Oneil Mars, 27, and Nicholas Allen, 25, guilty of manslaughter 
in the killing of 26-year-old Avalisa Morris.

“The party was supposed to be a festive, celebratory event, but instead it 
turned tragic when a young woman was senselessly shot to death, all because 
the defendants had easy access to illegal firearms,” said Richard Brown, the 
Queens district attorney. “Lengthy prison terms were meted out to hold them 
accountable for their actions.”

Mars and Allen were convicted Nov. 13 of manslaughter charges, criminal 
possession of a weapon and reckless endangerment after a three-week jury tri-
al.

According to trial testimony, Brown said, when Mars got into an argument 
with his girlfriend at the February 2011 party, he and Allen were asked to leave 
the celebration. A little later, they tried to get back in and force the door open. A 
little after, gunfire erupted and two bullets pierced the door and struck Morris 
in the head.

WOODHAVEN — A police officer who pulled over a tan Nissan Maxima on 
Atlantic Avenue near 75th Street Dec. 11 got caught on the car as the driver alleg-
edly sped off and was dragged for two blocks, the NYPD said.

Police said the cop stopped the Nissan because its windows were excessively 
tinted. The officer somehow got hooked to the vehicle and was tugged along for 
at least two blocks before the driver broke away, the NYPD said.

He suffered bruising and lacerations on his arms, the NYPD said. 
Police said no arrest has been made and the department’s investigation into 

the incident was ongoing.

Police released this image of a man sus-
pected in an attempted rape in St. Albans. 

Photo courtesy NYPD

Two men sentenced 15 years for shooting: DA

Police seek man in St. Albans attack: NYPD

Police seek suspected Ozone Park burglar

OZONE PARK — Police were seeking a man suspected 
of stealing $5,000 during an Ozone Park burglary Satur-
day, the NYPD said.

Police released a photo of the man they said allegedly 
crawled through an unlocked first floor window of a home 
at an undisclosed address around 12:30 p.m., and removed 
jewelry and $5,000 from a dresser.

He fled in an unknown direction.

Officer dragged by car in Woodhaven: NYPD

This image of a bur-
glary suspect was re-
leased by police. 

Photo courtesy of NYPD 
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

City Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Glendale) 
is seeking to snuff out what 
some say are FDNY hiring 
practices that disfavor wom-
en.

Crowley called for the Fire 
Department to employ more 
women during a rally on City 
Hall steps last week, shortly 
before the Fire and Crimi-
nal Justice Committee held a 
hearing on the department’s 
recruiting, training and staff-
ing procedures.

The councilwoman, who is 
chairwoman of the commit-
tee and co-chair of the Coun-
cil’s Women’s Caucus, said 
there are 44 women in the 
FDNY, which amounts to less 
than one-half percent of the 
department’s ranks. Nation-
wide, advocates say women 
account for an average of 4.5 
percent of fire departments’ 
ranks. They have blamed the 
department’s decision to use 
an obstacle course once re-
served for training only into 
a timed test and what they de-
scribe as other unnecessarily 
physical exercises for keeping 
women out of the FDNY.

“Cities like Minneapolis 
and San Francisco have up to 
30 times more women serving 
in their fire departments,” 
Crowley said in a statement. 
“The city not only needs to 
increase and rethink its re-
cruitment efforts, it needs 
to answer serious questions 
regarding testing methods in 
the Fire Academy that may 
be keeping female probation-
ary firefighters from gradu-
ating.”

The hearing also took up 
legislation introduced by 
City Councilwoman Helen 
Rosenthal (D-Manhattan) 
that would require FDNY to 
release statistics on the back-
ground and gender of those 

seeking to join the FDNY 
through every phase of the 
application process, from the 
written exam to graduation 
day at academy.

The FDNY settled a law-
suit alleging it discriminated 
against blacks and Latinos 
earlier this year.

Twenty-five of Rosen-
thal’s colleagues have signed 
onto the bill, including City 
Council members Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing), Julissa Ferre-
ras (D-East Elmhurst), Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria), 
Rory Lancman (D-Hillcrest), 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) and Crowley. 

Much of the hearing fo-
cused on an obstacle course 
called the functional skills 
training known as FST. Sarin-
ya Srisakul, president of the 
United Women Firefighters, 
said the department used the 
exercise solely as a training 
tool when she went through 
the academy. But beginning 
in 2008, she said the depart-
ment began to time and grade 
the obstacle course, and used 
a constantly changing aver-
age time to decide who passes 
and fails the exercise.

A copy of FDNY Commis-
sioner Daniel Nigro’s testimo-
ny before the Council details 
his commitment to diversity 
within the department. He 
cited as an example Elizabeth 
Casico, whom he appointed 
executive officer, and said an 
outside consultant would help 
the FDNY assess its Academy 
in 2015.

Nigro said FST is no lon-
ger used to nix applicants 
but is factored into trainees’ 
overall grades.

Srisakul, however, ques-
tioned this.

“In practice the instruc-
tors there still adhere to 
these arbitrary times for the 
probational firefighters to 
pass,” she said.

BY BILL PARRY

Members of the Elmhurst 
United Civic Association ap-
proached state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Flushing) to enlist his help 
in fighting against permanent 
status for the homeless shelter 
in the former Pan American 
Hotel at 79-00 Queens Blvd.

After taking a tour of the 
Boulevard Family Residence 
soon afterward, one in which 
he was not allowed to speak 
to any of the residents, Avella 
joined a dozen members of the 
association in denouncing the 
city’s plans at the facility Fri-
day.

The chairman of the Sen-
ate’s Social Services Commit-
tee said there was a sense of 
urgency to act six months after 
the Department of Homeless 
Services began moving home-
less families into the shelter 
with no warning to the sur-
rounding community or elect-
ed officials, especially now that 
the city is about to sign a con-
tract with Samaritan Village.

“It is an outrage to take an 
abandoned hotel, warehouse 
homeless families inside it, ig-
nore shocking(yes)  City Code 
and HPD violations, waste an 
exorbitant amount of taxpayers 
dollars in the process, and then 
award a $42 million contract to 
a questionable-at-best organi-
zation, making the entire situ-
ation permanent,” Avella said. 
“I understand the vital impor-
tance of addressing our grow-
ing homeless population and 
I am committed to working to 
resolve these issues. However, 
this cannot be at the expense 
of homeless families and chil-
dren or the community as a 
whole. We must look to fix this 
broken system, not warehouse 
those people that need our help 
most.”

Avella also noted that the 
cost to taxpayers to maintain 
“this rundown location” is 
$3,776.53 per month for each 
unit, a red flag that the current 
system has failed. He pointed 
to ongoing quality-of-life issues 
and code violations.

“The most egregious is 
there are no kitchen facilities 
in the rooms ---they truck in 
food,” Avella said, calling it a 
violation of city law.

He also provided copies of 
complaints received by the 
city Department of Housing 
Preservation that show a lack 
of heat and hot water and the 

presence of bed bugs in the 
shelter. According to the DHS, 
bed bugs were identified in five 
of the building’s units, which 
are currently being treated by 
a professional extermination 
company.

In addition, John Schaffer, 
an area resident and member 
of Elmhurst United, charged 
that trash was not being prop-
erly disposed of at the facility 
in violation of multiple state 
and city codes.

“Trash is not in containers 
piling as tall as a man in stacks 
that rival the last sanitation 
strike,” he said. “If Samaritan 
Village is blatantly breaking 
the law in public view, what is 
going on behind closed doors? 
They do not deserve a signed 
contract.”

A spokesman at the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services 
said, “We have worked swiftly 
with our provider to respond 
to all concerns in the building. 
Providing adequate shelter 
for families in need is a prior-
ity for this administration, 
and it’s heartening to see the 
community concern about the 
welfare of these families — an 
encouraging development after 
unfortunate and regrettable 
opposition to this shelter.”

Area resident Jennifer Chu, 
a member of Community Board 
4 and several civic associations, 
helped form Elmhurst United 
as a “united voice” in opposi-
tion to the shelter. She thought 
the associations were unfairly 
maligned as racists after sev-

eral rallies of mostly Asian 
protesters engaged in shouting 
matches with residents at the 
shelter, the majority of whom 
are black and Hispanic.

“The whole point of the pub-
lic review process is to make 
sure that the community has a 
say in what’s going on in their 
neighborhood, and to make 
sure that the proposed facility 
is appropriate and will serve 
the community’s needs,” Chu 
said. “Through this review 
process, we would have dis-
covered that the Pan Am hotel 
does not even meet the city re-
quirements for family shelters 
because it doesn’t have cooking 
facilities. Looking at the pro-
posed 5-year, $42 million con-
tract that DHS intends to sign 
with Samaritan Village to run 
the shelter, there are no plans 
to construct any kitchens for 
these families. Even DHS Assis-
tant Commissioner Lisa Black 
acknowledged that the Pan Am 
hotel would not be suitable for 
families with children.”

DHS officials maintain that 
the building was remodeled 
before families were moved 
in, that it was certified led-free 
this past July and that there 
are no problems with heat. 
They also say there has always 
been hot water but a hot water 
booster has been installed and 
hot water pressure has been at 
full capacity since Dec. 7.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

City Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley (c.) urges FDNY to ensure its ap-
plication process does not discriminate against women who want to 
join. Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Crowley office

State Sen. Tony Avella calls on the city to stop contract negotiations 
that would make the former Pan American hotel a permanent homeless 
shelter. Photo by Bill Parry

Avella joins the fi ght
Senator says Pan Am unsuitable for permanent shelter

Crowley urges FDNY
to enlist more women
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BY BILL PARRY

An Elmhurst teenager is apologiz-
ing for a fib that swept him, and a bud-
dy, into a media firestorm this week. 
Mohammed Islam, 17, is admitting that 
he made up a story about making $72 
million trading stocks at school, but 
not before a magazine article gener-
ated headlines around the world with 
the release of its issue Sunday.

New York magazine is also apolo-
gizing to its readers.

“We were duped. Our fact-checking 
process was obviously inadequate; we 
take full responsibility and we should 
have known better. New York apologiz-
es to our readers,” the magazine said 
in a statement.

The senior at Manhattan’s elite 
Stuyvesant High School has hired 
5WPR,  a public relations firm, whose 
president and CEO, Ronn Torossian, is 
in full damage-control mode.

“Media which has reported that a 
17-year-old teenager has made millions 
in the stock market is simply inaccu-
rate. Mr. Mohammed Islam fibbed to a 
reporter and for this he is very apolo-
getic,” Torossion wrote in a statement. 
“Most of all he is sorry for the embar-
rassment which he has caused his fam-
ily. While Mr. Islam runs an invest-
ment club at his NYC public school, he 
is not an active participant in the stock 
market.”

In a video released Tuesday, Islam 
said, “I pretended to be something I’m 
not” and went on to add, “I didn’t fully 
realize the consequences of my ac-
tions.”

Islam proceeded to put the onus on 
New York’s reporter Jessica Pressler 
for the way she interviewed him and 

his friend Damir Tulemaganbetow. 
“We gave into her pressures of wanting 
more and more and more,” Islam said. 
“We were both excited by the attention 
we were given by the media hype.”

The original article on Mo, as he’s 
called by classmates, ran in the maga-
zine’s annual Reasons to Love New 
York edition, sparking global atten-
tion. Based on his claim that his net 
worth was in the “high eight figures,” 
the magazine said it sent a fact-checker 
to Stuyvesant, where Islam produced a 
document that appeared to be a Chase 
bank statement attesting to an eight-
figure bank account.

“After the story’s publication, peo-
ple questioned the $72 million figure 
in the headline, which was written by 
editors based on the rumored figure,” 
New York magazine said.

Newspapers ran with the story, so-
cial media exploded and Mo and his 
pal Damir Tulemaganbetow were even 
booked to appear on the cable business 
channel CNBC when they began to get 
cold feet.

By nightfall, Mo Islam told the New 
York Observer that he had invented 
the whole story.

“It is not true,” Islam told the news-
paper. “I run an investment club at 
Stuy High, which only does simulated 
trades.”

Less than 24 hours later, the article 
was debunked, completely. Accord-
ing to 5WPR, Islam, and his friend 
Tulemaganbetow have not traded 
stocks together.

“These teenage boys simply did not 
expect this story would go so far. They 
are sorry for anyone who may have 
been hurt by this story,” the statement 
concluded.

Mohammed Islam (r.) and his friend Damir Tulemaganbetov find themselves at the center of 
a controversy after fabricating a story. Photo courtesy 5WPR

Elmhurst kid’s hoax
creates media circus
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

The holiday season is upon 
us and it represents for many a 
mixed bag, meaning there are 
negatives and positives.

Some of the negatives include 
dealing with large crowds and 
the feeling that we are obligated 
to buy gifts, which for many con-
stitute a financial burden which 
they can ill afford.

There is loneliness for those 
without families or access to 
families because of distances, 
restaurants charging premium 

prices, and commercialism is 
rampant during what is primar-
ily a religious holiday.

However, there are some re-
deeming aspects as well. For 
some, it is a time to reconnect 
with their religious institutions. 
There is a delight in witnessing 
the joys of children opening their 
presents.

It is a time when families and 
friends get together to enjoy com-
panionship with each other — 
those who we have either neglect-

ed or have not seen for a while.
Overall, there is an enhanced 

spirit of cordiality between peo-
ple.

So, let us try to accentuate 
the positive and enjoy the holi-
day season as best we can, and 
hope that the coming year will 
be filled with good tidings and 
peace for all people in the entire 
world.

Joe Brooks
Whitestone
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Mayor Bill de Blasio should get a break.
In the latest Siena poll on race, 48 percent of 

New Yorkers said the racial climate in the city 
was bad compared with 30 percent in the last 
days of the Bloomberg administration.

The mayor has made healing racial divisions 
a top priority with his effort to limit stop-and-
frisk in a bid to improve strained relations be-
tween minority communities and the police.

Despite his agenda, de Blasio has been caught 
in the backdraft from the public’s dismay over 
the Staten Island grand jury decision not to in-
dict the white detective in the chokehold death 
of Eric Garner. Two-thirds of New Yorkers, who 
are not inclined to think in lockstep, believe the 
officer should have been indicted, according to 
the poll.

But unlike Ferguson, Mo., New York City has 
remained relatively calm during the protests 
against the Garner jury. De Blasio infuriated the 
PBA when he spoke in Staten Island about how he 
worries that his 17-year-old interracial son Dante 
may have a confrontation with police someday. 
But many New Yorkers appreciated his candor, 
which may have helped prevent the widespread 
outrage from erupting in violence.

The mayor has walked a fine line in support-
ing both black New Yorkers and the NYPD in the 
midst of the inflamed national debate on race 
and cops. In Queens, immigrants have protested 
the Garner case, defining race in the country’s 
most ethnically diverse borough.

This is a tough balancing act for de Blasio 
and he should be given credit for trying to reach 
a fair accounting. His approval ratings have held 
steady but are dramatically higher among black 
New Yorkers than white New Yorkers.

Nevertheless, 52 percent of New Yorkers — 
both black and white — agree the city is headed 
in the wrong direction, the poll found.

Events largely beyond de Blasio’s control are 
reshaping New Yorkers’ views of where we stand 
on race and posing a serious challenge for the 
mayor, who has made some missteps in his quest 
to heal the city’s racial rift. He has let civil rights 
activist Al Sharpton take the lead at some post-
Garner events rather than keeping command of 
the conversation himself.

But it’s far too early to have a referendum on 
de Blasio’s record on race in the city. He’s just get-
ting started on his program for racial reform and 
needs the rest of his term to carry it out.

CUT BILL SLACK

Emphasizing joys of holiday season

The Mets held their first Winter Fest at Citi Field last weekend, a holiday celebration of crafts, candy and face 
painting for the kids. But when Mr. and Mrs. Met arrived, some of the grown ups couldn’t resist the chance to 
have their pictures taken with them.  Photo by Michael Shain
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READERS WRITE

The latest incident this past 
weekend where two police offi-
cers who were part of the con-
tingent to ensure that the rights 
of protesters were protected 
were viciously attacked by sev-
eral of them is outrageous.

What is even more outra-
geous was the comment made 
by Mayor Bill de Blasio that 
those officers were “allegedly” 
attacked by those protesters. It 
is high time for Mayor de Blasio 
to fully support the work of the 
officers of the NYPD.

These men and women risk 
their lives each and every day 
to uphold the law and to ensure 
the safety of New Yorkers, in-
cluding the mayor and his fam-
ily.

These protesters have every 

right to protest, but not with 
unnecessary violence against 
police officers who are there 
to ensure their rights to peace-
fully protest.

Throwing a garbage can 
off the Brooklyn Bridge and 
smashing the window of a po-
lice cruiser with another cer-
tainly is not peaceful. Now the 
protests are beginning to get 
way out of hand and unfortu-
nately, there are those insti-
gators who will ramp up the 
violence and brazenness, and 
incite others to do the same.

Our police need our support 
and the mayor needs to get his 
act together.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Supporting our police offi-
cers for protecting us day and 
night is not a Republican or 
Democrat political issue, it’s 
an American issue.

The U.S. Constitution was 
established in order to “estab-
lish justice, insure domestic 
tranquility, provide for the 
common defense.”

The first job of government 
is public safety, and to protect 
our lives and liberties from all 
enemies, foreign and domestic.

The recent grand jury deci-
sions not to file criminal charg-
es against the police officers 
involved in the death of crimi-
nal perpetrators who resisted 
arrest sparked protests in Fer-
guson, Mo., New York City and 
other parts of the country.

Whether you agree with the 
grand jury verdicts or believe 
they were unjust, one thing 
clear as day is that the level 
of hostility and unmitigated 
outrage against police officers 
and our system of justice is out 
of control.

Protesting and demonstrat-
ing to voice one’s opinions is 
American as apple pie. But 
rioting, looting, blocking the 
FDR Drive, shutting down 
bridges, as well as punching 

and threatening police officers 
that we have seen recently, is 
not protesting injustice.

It’s nothing but the rule 
of the mob who threaten to 
get their way or else burn the 
whole city down.

It is “street justice” based 
upon the whims and emotions 
of rioters and rebels who aim to 
glorify criminals and cop kill-
ers, and vilify America, ma-
lign honorable police officers, 
our grand jury process and the 
whole system of justice.

In Foley Square, they chant-
ed, “Eric Garner, Michael 
Brown, shut the whole system 
down.”

At a demonstration in Jack-
son Heights, an activist said in 
a fit of rage: “This country that 
we’re in, this city that we’re in, 
this building that we’re in was 
stolen from indigenous people, 
built on genocide.”

In Corona, activists waved 
signs saying “Stop Police Ter-
ror Now” and equated our 
NYPD with those of Mexico, 
a failed state run by drug car-
tels and mobsters where the 
corrupt police allegedly kid-
napped 43 students.

However, the real danger 
is not so much from the orga-

nized mobs and anti-American 
radicals in the streets, as from 
our elected officials who play 
to their whims, and encourage 
their defiance.

Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) attended 
the Jackson Heights protest 
and excoriated the police, say-
ing: “I am committed to the 
struggle to end police brutal-
ity.”

Street protesters destroy-
ing property, blocking traffic, 
disrupting Christmas shop-
pers, and threatening police of-
ficers now have political cover 
and encouragement from our 
mayor, our City Council, our 
governor, and the president of 
the United States. 

When City Council mem-
bers staged a “die-in” on the 
steps of City Hall chanting an-
ti-police slogans, and congres-
sional staffers walked out of 
their jobs holding their hands 
up, they fanned the flames of 
mobocracy.

America is not ruled by 
mobs or kings. But Attorney 
General Holder has sent in 
the federal thought police to 
dictate policy to our local law 
enforcement communities to 
end what he calls “biased po-

licing.”
Also, Gov. Cuomo con-

ferred with hip-hop producer 
Russell Simmons and former 
crack dealer Jay Z on police is-
sues and promised an immedi-
ate executive order appointing 
special prosecutors in place of 
the district attorneys in grand 
jury cases of alleged police 
brutality. The hip-hop moguls 
threatened “action” should the 
governor break his promise.

Elected officials acting like 
despots, in solidarity with the 
rioting mobs, are now under-
mining our system of justice. 
Concurring with the mob, they 
say the grand jury system is 
inherently racist, so “burn it 
down.”

With a swipe of his pen, 
“King” Andrew Cuomo, bow-
ing to mob rule, would substi-
tute an unelected crony to do 
his bidding instead of an elect-
ed impartial district attorney, 
discarding centuries’ worth of 
legal precedent from the Magna 
Carta, to our Constitution and 
the Bill of Rights, which en-
shrines the grand jury process 
in the Fifth Amendment.

Without democracy and the 
rule of law, we are headed to a 
tribal society where a tin-pot 

dictator decides who is guilty 
and who is innocent. Our 
founding fathers established 
our nation based upon the rule 
of law, not the rule of kings or 
mobs, where you are innocent 
until proven guilty.

Now we need to fight back 
and stand up for our police, 
America and the rule of law.

On Jan. 13 at noon, we will 
be demonstrating our support 
for the honorable men and 
women of the NYPD on the 
steps of Queens Borough Hall. 
Come out to “Support Your 
Local Police,” a non-partisan 
rally for all Democrats, Repub-
licans, Conservatives or those 
with no political affiliation, 
who support our police.

We thank our NYPD and 
stand up for our country. We 
are the majority. We can no 
longer remain silent. We must 
speak out louder than the orga-
nized mobs and our would-be 
political despots who approve 
of their aims to “burn it down.” 
This begins today.

Phil Orenstein
President 

Queens Village Republican 
Club

Protests put us at risk

Becoming (political) party poopers

I want to introduce myself 
to you and the residents of 
Queens. I started my library 
career as a children’s librar-
ian trainee in Suffolk County, 
while pursuing my master’s of 
Library Science at St. John’s 
University. I served custom-
ers at the front desk for many 
years and then managed small 
and large public libraries in 
Iowa, Connecticut and New 
York.

After several years as 
director of the Buffalo and 
Erie County Library System, 
I came to Queens Library be-
cause of its reputation as one 
of the world’s best.

I’m a working parent, with 
school-aged daughters, and 
am also studying for my MBA 
at St. John’s.

I understand the personal 
and professional challenges 
that many of us experience 
every day, juggling work life 
with home life and trying to 
find a precious few minutes to 
read and relax.

Queens Library customers 
have told us repeatedly that 
they wish the library were 
open later in the evenings and 
earlier in the mornings to ac-
commodate their busy sched-
ules.

I am pleased to let you know 
that as of Jan. 5, we will be 
modifying customer service 
schedules so every library 
is open at least two evenings 
until 8 p.m., and at least two 
mornings at 10 a.m.

Central Library and Flush-
ing Library will maintain 
their expanded hours (until 
9 p.m. Monday-Thursday) 
and several of our libraries 
are open at 9 a.m. on Monday 
mornings.

We hope that many more 
people will find it convenient 
and enriching to come to the 
library.

We want to build on the 
powerful people, places, part-
ners and programs that are 
the heart of your Queens Li-
brary.

Our goal is to surprise ev-
eryone in Queens with how 
much value they get from 
their library, whether they are 
downloading e-books, learn-
ing to code their own websites, 
attending a concert, borrow-
ing a tablet to use at home or 
grabbing a great book to while 
away a rainy afternoon.

I look forward to seeing you 
at the library and wish you all 
a bright 2015.

Bridget Quinn-Carey
Interim President and CEO, 

Queens Library

Library branches to stay open later

CORRECTION
In the Dec. 12 issue of the Bayside Times, the wrong photo ran on the front page.  The photo was supposed to be about a 
fatal fi re that took the life of a 64-year-old woman in Oakland Gardens. But the photo that appeared instead showed the 
distraught relative of a 46-year-old woman who died in a fi re in Linden Hill.  We apologize for the error.



TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, DEC. 19-25, 201414    BT FT TL

T
hough people of the Sikh 
faith have existed in the 
United States for more 
than 130 years, post 9/11 

this group has faced undue 
scrutiny from federal law en-
forcement and agencies, such 
as the Transportation Secu-
rity Agency.

“Our relationship with law 
enforcement has been strained 
at times, especially in respects 
to the TSA,” noted Rajdeep 
Singh, Law & Policy director 
of the Sikh Coalition, a Sikh 
civil rights and advocacy orga-
nization.

Earlier this month, the U.S. 
Department of Justice released 
the Guidance Regarding the 
Use of Race by Federal Law 
Enforcement Agencies, which 
prevents federal authorities 
from using religion, sexual or-
igin and national origin as the 
sole basis for investigations.

The Bush administration 
had previously banned profil-
ing, but pertaining explicitly 
to race. However, civil liber-
ties organizations note that 
the guidance still does not ex-
plicitly cover the Department 
of Homeland Security.

DHS, including the TSA 
and  U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, has resisted efforts 
by the Department of Justice 
to limit their ability to profile 
and the TSA has insisted that 
it is not a law enforcement 
agency and not subject to these 
rules.

Sikhism is a monotheistic 
religion based on the teachings 
of Guru Nanak that emerged 
in the late 15th century in the 
modern-day Indian province 
of Punjab. There are over 25 
million adherents worldwide, 
making it the fifth largest or-
ganized religion.  Richmond 
Hill is home to one of the larg-
est Sikh communities in the 
United States.

All baptized Sikhs are 
required by faith to wear a 
turban (dastar) and carry a 
few items, including a dagger 
called a kirpan.

One of the tenets of their 
faith is that hair is sacred and 
is not to be cut.

Hatred and violence against 
Sikhs stem almost entirely 
from their appearance, that 
their beards and dress marks 
them as members of the Mus-
lim faith.

The pejorative “raghead,” 
which originated as a deroga-
tory term for Arabs, as well 
as the tendency for Al Qaeda 
leadership to wear turbans 
contributes to this misconcep-
tion.

Since 9/11, there has been a 
dramatic rise in arson against 
Sikh temples and hate crimes 
against Sikhs, including the 
fatal shooting of a gas station 
attendant, Balbir Singh Sodhi, 
four days after the attacks.

In August 2012, a white su-
premacist gunman massacred 
six worshippers at a Sikh tem-
ple in Oak Creek, Wisc.

Last August, in Richmond 
Hill, a Sikh man was the vic-
tim of an allegedly racially 
motivated hit-and-run attack.  
Yearly, there are numerous 
incidents of violence and 
threats by individuals mistak-

ing Sikhs for Muslims in New 
York City, generally from as-
sailants referencing Islamic 
terror organizations or Osama 
Bin Laden, who has been dead 
for several years.

Bullying in schools is an 
ongoing issue for the Sikh 
community in Queens. Just as 
with the issues related to ra-
cial profiling, young Sikh men 
are particularly visible due to 
their articles of faith. A bul-
lying incident at Elmhurst’s 
Newtown High School in 2007 
resulted in a Sikh teenager 
having his hair forcibly shorn 
by another student.

This suspicion and mis-
trust extends even to adult-
hood, where the NYPD refuses 
to allow adherent Sikhs to be-
come police officers. By com-
parison, most Commonwealth 
countries, including the Unit-
ed Kingdom, have included 
turbans in police uniforms. “If 
law enforcement does not look 
like the community it serves, it 
may not reflect all the needs of 
the community,” Singh noted.

The US Army has recently 
allowed a few high-profile ex-
ceptions to its uniform policy 

for Sikh soldiers with linguis-
tic or medical skills.  Aside 
from agriculture, many Sikh 
men have served as soldiers 
or police, particularly for the 
British Empire and modern 
India.

Today, nearly 20 percent of 
the Indian Army is Sikh, de-
spite comprising 2 percent of 
that country’s population.

Efforts by the Sikh Coali-
tion to advocate against racial 
profiling include the develop-
ment of a free app called Fly-
Rights, which allows individu-
als to file official complaints 
against the TSA for undue 
stops and excessive searches 
at airports, as well as notify 
their member of Congress.

“We have asked the TSA 
to audit to determine whether 
TSA screeners are profiling 
minorities,” Singh said.

It is the coalition’s hope 
that the collection of this data 
will provide the basis for the 
TSA to improve its practices.

At some airports in the 
country, Sikh travelers report 
selection for enhanced screen-
ing “100 percent” of the time, 
according to Singh.

COLUMNS

Sikh group criticizes guidance on profi ling

F
or years, this column has 
cited instances of ticket 
giving by the city which 
many call “speed traps” 

or “cash cows” as a way of 
making money. The Clearview 
Expressway is a straight run 
from the Throgs Neck Bridge 
to Hillside Avenue, which 
invites going faster than the 
posted 50 mph. I have noticed 
as many as three police cars in 
a row giving tickets to drivers 
exceeding the speed limit in 
any one direction.

The stretch of Union Turn-
pike next to Creedmoor and to 
the west is a straight stretch 
where police cars used to wait 
to give out tickets but there 

are now speed cameras. There 
are no houses along the north 
side of this road, so there is lit-
tle chance of an accident with 
cars from cross streets but 
tickets are still given out. One 
has to weight the need of the 
city giving tickets against the 
amount of money generated 
from tickets. Also a police car 
sometimes has waited at 196th 
Street in Fresh Meadows to 
give tickets as cars travel 
along Union Turnpike across 
from Cunningham Park head-
ing east.

More cameras have been 
placed in places to either slow 
down cars to prevent accidents 
or as a way to make money 
for the city. One camera is at 
the three-way corner just af-
ter one exits the Long Island 
Expressway at 188th Street 
going east. It is so close that 
it is too easy for one to get to 
the lights next to the gasoline 
stations and go through as the 
light changes after one exits 

the Long Island Expressway 
at 50 mph. There is also a cam-
era outside of Martin Van Bu-
ren High School. I don’t know 
what type of signs are there.

Another new camera is 
found about 100 feet from the 
exit of the LIE going east off 
of the Francis Lewis Boule-
vard exit. It is high up on the 
fence on the left side. People 
have complained that there is 
not enough time to slow down 
from the expressway speed of 
50 mph. If one goes straight, 
then there is St. Francis Prep 
on the right with thousands of 
students. If one exits and cross-
es three lanes of traffic and 
goes to the right, then there 
is PS 179 on the left which is a 
special needs school.

Yet, each of these children 
is escorted to the school bus 
one or two at a time by hand 
and the buses have their red 
flashing lights on so the chil-
dren are protected.

There are no signs advis-

ing motorists that there is a 
school in either of these two 
locations when one leaves the 
LIE. There are no signs tell-
ing of the speed limit. I have 
seen a large white square sign 
with yellow lettering saying 
“School 20 mph” somewhere in 
Middle Village the other day 
as we were wandering around 
lost. It was very visible. Why 
not here?

There are only large char-
treuse signs of children walk-
ing near the schools. If there 
is a camera, but no warning 
signs telling of speed limita-
tions and of the camera being 
there, then my only conclusion 
is that the camera is to make 
money for the city as well as to 
probably protect the children 
from speeding cars or trucks.

People are getting so many 
tickets through the mail from 
these cameras that people just 
call them “cash cows.” There 
should be more warning signs 
of all kinds so motorists have a 

chance to slow down then they 
will have more respect for the 
campaign to save lives due to 
vehicles which are going too 
fast and hit people. Give us a 
chance to follow the law.

GOOD AND BAD NEWS 
OF THE WEEK: Gun deaths 
of all kinds in many different 
places continue to occur al-
though many different groups 
have been formed to fight the 
epidemic. The gun lobby still 
prevents the passage of fed-
eral laws which would stop 
a number of these killings. 
Some states, including New 
York state, do have helpful 
gun laws.

One cause of deaths is 
weapons which are left in a 
house under a bed or a couch 
or in a shoe box in a closet 
where children find them. 
Another problem is mentally 
ill people who obtain a gun. 
We all just have to keep up the 
pressure.

Bob
Harris

n

The Civic 
Scene

New Voices

Make speed cameras more visible in Queens
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FLIP

BY BILL PARRY

A bill to extend the expir-
ing Terrorism Insurance Act 
effectively died Tuesday when 
the U.S. Senate failed to reach 
an agreement to hold a vote 
before Congress heads home 
for the long holiday break. The 
program was created follow-
ing the Sept. 11 attacks provid-
ing crucial federal insurance 
for the owners of skyscrapers 
and other large projects that 
could be the target of terrorist 
strikes.

“The Terrorism Risk Insur-
ance Act is essential to New 
York City’s economy and the 
economics of other cities that 
continue to be terror targets,” 
U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Astoria) said. “The failure 
to extend it will have a very 
harmful effect. Without TRIA, 
new development projects will 
be stalled, and there will be 
substantial financial uncer-
tainty for current policy hold-
ers. Since banks often require 
‘all risk’ policies in order to 

provide financing, the elimi-
nation of TRIA could place 
property owners in default of 
their loans.”

Maloney was the lead spon-
sor of the bill and it passed 
in the House last week after 
months of debates and exhaus-
tive negotiations. The Senate 
Majority leader Harry Reid 
(D-Nev.) blamed retiring Sen. 
Tom Coburn (R-Okla.) for 

“killing” the bill because he 
wanted to make last-minute 
changes and would not drop 
his objections.

“The vast majority of 
Senate and House members 
strongly supported extending 
this program,” Maloney said. 
“But it will not be extended, 
because Tea Party politicians, 
who lack the will or ability 
to compromise, stood in the 
way. Their obstructionism 
will reap negative economic 
consequences on businesses 
throughout our country.”

Mayor de Blasio called it an 
urgent piece of legislation.

 “The blockage of the bill 
to reauthorize TRIA is a step 
backwards and a grim re-
minder of the consequences of 
the ongoing gridlock in Wash-
ington,” he said.

Congress will need to rein-
troduce the measure in Janu-
ary.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

 2MIN
2XDAY

Rep. Carolyn Maloney blames 
the Tea Party for blocking a cru-
cial bill in the Senate. 

Jacquelyn Martin/AP

Maloney trashes Tea Party for standing in the way
Failure to extend Terrorism Risk Insurance Act will have harmful effect on city economy

New developments 
will be stalled.
Carolyn Maloney
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FLIP

BY JUAN SOTO

City Councilman Paul Vallone (D-
Bayside) wants to restrict the use of 
drones and establish no-fly zones for 
the devices.

The lawmaker introduced a bill that 
would ban the use of drones within a 
5-mile ratio of the city’s airports, un-
less the operator has the authorization 
from the airport and air traffic control, 
and within a  quarter mile of schools, 
houses of worship and hospitals.

The legislation would also ban the 
use of unmanned flying objects for sur-
veillance or to carry weapons or dan-
gerous instruments.  

“Drone technology is rapidly ad-
vancing and quickly becoming more 
available and affordable,” Vallone 
said. The city, he pointed out, “can reg-
ulate drones now without waiting for 
the Federal Aviation Administration 
to update federal regulations or for a 
tragedy to happen.”

Last summer, a drone almost collid-
ed with a NYPD helicopter flying over 
the George Washington Bridge. And 
other near-misses were reported by pi-
lots of passenger carriers approaching 
Kennedy Airport.

There was also a drone spotted 
around the Queensboro Bridge.

“I believe this bill takes a pragmatic 
and comprehensive approach to regu-
lating unmanned aerial vehicles and 
will ultimately make our city safer,” 
Vallone said. “The unchecked growth 
has spurred significant security and 
privacy concerns as well as resulted 
in many close-call incidents with com-

mercial and city air traffic.” 
The use of these objects is resulting, 

the lawmaker said, “in the rampant 
proliferation of drones in the city’s air-
space.”

Council members Elizabeth Crow-
ley (D-Middle Village), Karen Koslow-
itz (D-Forest Hills), Mark Weprin (D-
Oakland Gardens), Julissa Ferreras 
(D-East Elmhurst) and Peter Koo (D-
Flushing), among others, signed the 
bill as co-sponsors. 

The bill does not affect the opera-
tion of these devices by city agencies. 
The legislation also calls for restriction 
on the times, locations and altitudes at 
which the drones can be operated. For 
instance, the bill prohibits the use of 
these flying objects at any altitude be-
yond 400 feet above ground level.

Vallone said his office has been 
working closely and getting input from 
the Queens district attorney.  

If the City Council passes the bill, 
violators of the new guidelines face 
fines of up to $1,000 and a year in pris-
on. 

And last month, Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-NY) called on the FAA to 
regulate the use of commercial drones 
because of the near-misses between 
the small flying objects and passenger 
planes at JFK.

The legislator said, “It is clear that 
commercial drone use has crossed 
over from unregulated to potentially 
deadly.” 

Reach reporter Juan Soto by e-mail 
at jsoto@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Paul Vallone introduced a bill to regulate the use of drones, banning them from flying with-
in a quarter of a mile of schools and hospitals.  Kike Calvo/AP

Paul Vallone wants  
drone restrictions

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY BILL PARRY

A city agency’s plan to install an ex-
pensive sculpture in Long Island City 
has angered members of the neighbor-
hood’s art scene and Community Board 2. 
Now City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside), the chairman 
of the Cultural Affairs Committee, is 
drafting new legislation that would 
change the way the agency’s Percent 
for Art initiative works and increase 
the public’s involvement with future 
projects.

The law requires that 1 percent of 
the budget for eligible city-funded con-
struction projects be spent on public 
artwork. 

“We are going to take a good com-
prehensive look at the Percent for Art 
law because it’s over 30 years old,” Van 
Bramer said. “What people thought 
was appropriate in 1983 doesn’t nec-
essarily work today. The community 
needs to be brought in earlier in the 
process.”

In November, the Department of 
Cultural Affairs presented its plan to 
CB2’s Land Use committee to erect a 
bright pink, 8 1/2 foot sculpture of a hu-
man form on a median in the middle of 

Jackson Avenue near 43rd Avenue.
Critics howled that they had no say 

in bringing “The Sunbather” to Jack-
son Avenue and urged Sara Reisman, 
the director of Percent for Art,  to re-
turn and present the artwork to the 
full community board.

On Dec. 4, Reisman and the artist 
Ohad Meromi, made their presenta-
tion and then they were bombarded by 
questions and statements of discord. 
Many claimed the cost of $ 515,000 for 
the artwork is too high, while others 
complained that an artist from Long 
Island City should have received the 
contract, but mostly CB2 members 
were angry that they did not have 
more of a voice in the process.

“We took suggestions from the 
councilman’s office and the communi-
ty board was invited to multiple meet-
ings  --- we did open the door to them,” 
Reisman said. “I do think there are 
ways for the community to be more 
involved and if there’s a better way to 
be involved, then that’s a good thing. 
However, to expect every project to be 
community-based would be compli-
cated.”

As far as the cost, Reisman said it is 
part of an overall streetscape improve-

ment that encompasses the artist com-
mission, materials, permits, fees and 
insurance. She added that nearly half 
of the 40 artists who were considered 
for the project were from Long Island 
City but that they selected Meromi, 
who is from Brooklyn.

“I have my studio in Bushwick, but 
I’d love to be in Long Island City,” he 
said. “Only I can’t afford the rents.”

 From the sound of laughter it 
seemed that many in the CB2 audience 
were disarmed by the line but the re-
sentment lingered on.

Late last week a protest sculpture 
appeared on Jackson Avenue  and 43rd 
Avenue. The heavy plywood piece is 
covered in Day-Glo paint and bares a 
communique that reads: “This is not 
against the artist. It is against the mis-
use of our tax dollars. It cost $ 350 to 
make this sculpture, which were are 
donating to LIC, and there are many 
local artists that would do the same 
so this money could be spent on some-
thing constructive like education.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

A protest sculpture appears on Jackson 
Avenue close to the spot where the city 
plans to install a controversial piece of pub-
lic art. Photo by Bill Parry

Public art controversy grows more heated in LIC
Van Bramer drafts legislation to give communities greater voice in process after debacle

Wishing everybody 
a wonderful holiday season

Happy Hanukkah
Merry Christmas

Congresswoman
Grace Meng

Paid for and authorized by Grace for New York

Christ the King Theater Group Spreads 
Holiday Cheer at Local Nursing Home

Christ the King Theater Group visited Dry Harbor Nursing Home to 

spread some holiday cheer where they preformed a medley of songs from 

their recent theater production, A Night at the Movies, A Musical Revue, 

which just ended a three performance run at Christ the King High School.

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college 
preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students 
from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. 
The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, 
Vice Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., 
Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, 
President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.
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BY JUAN SOTO
 
Jamaica Hospital just 

received a great Christ-
mas gift.

The Queens hospital 
was rated one of the city’s 
top performing medi-
cal centers by the Joint 
Commission, a nonprofit 
organization and leading 
authority in patient care 
standards that certifies 
more than 25,000 health 
care programs across 
the United States.

The medical com-
mission recognized the 
Jamaica facility as a top 
performer in heart at-
tacks, heart failure, sur-
gical care and pneumo-
nia treatment and care.

The program is based 
on data reported about 
evidence-based clinical 
processes in 2013. The 
hospital achieved a cu-
mulative performance 
rate of 95 or higher, based 
on analysis of account-
ability measures.

Jamaica Hospital, 
which serves a popula-
tion of more than 1.2 mil-
lion borough residents, is 
the only center in Queens 
to make it to the Top Per-
formers on Quality Mea-
sures Program list.

“We are committed 
in following the best and 
most recognized stan-
dard of care,” said Ro-
muald Slota, director of 
Jamaica Hospital’s Clini-
cal Resource Manage-
ment. “We follow each 
patient to make sure 
that they receive the best 
care from the time they 

are admitted to the time 
they are released.”

According to Slota, 
Jamaica Hospital has 
also implemented several 
community and support 
programs, including the 
transitional care unit to 
bridge the care for the 
patients after release 
from the 424-bed medical 
center.

“Maintaining excel-
lent patient relationships 
has always been a prior-
ity for this facility,” Slota 
said. “We want the com-
munity to know that we 
will continue to work 
hard and make strides in 
providing the best qual-
ity of care.”

The hospital is an 
accredited community 
teaching hospital with a 
large network of commu-
nity-based ambulatory 
care services.

“We want the commu-
nity to know that we will 
continue to work hard 
and make strides in pro-
viding the best quality 
care,” Slota said.

He pointed out the 
recognition is “an hon-
or” for the staff and phy-
sicians who work at the 
hospital.

Jamaica Hospital is 
also one of the busiest 
Level 1 trauma centers 
in the city.

“Each year, the qual-
ity standard’s bar is 
raised and hospitals 
have responded to the 
challenge,” said Mark 
Chassin, president of the 
Joint Commission.

Jamaica Hospital 
among city’s best

Wishing you a happy holiday season 
and a joyous New Year - 

from the NYCB Family of Banks to your family.

Warmest Wishes

Happy Holiday Season.
for a

Jamaica Hospital was rated one of the city's top performing 
medical centers by the Joint Commission. AP
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The city has found a unique way to 
finance enhanced security at some of 
the most dangerous public housing de-
velopments.

The Manhattan district attorney’s 
office, using a portion of funds for-
feited by French bank BNP Paribas for 
violating U.S. sanctions, is committing 
$101 million to fund infrastructure 
upgrades, such as additional security 
cameras, permanent lighting and new 
doors as well as additional public safe-
ty evaluation and programming.

“This administration has made 
building stronger neighborhoods and 
improving safety in and around hous-
ing developments a priority,” Mayor 
de Blasio said. “I’m proud to announce 
these important investments, which 
will go a long way toward bringing 
down crime in the developments that 

need it most by improving the physical 
environment.”

Manhattan DA Cyrus Vance, Jr. 
added that public safety is a key qual-
ity-of-life issue for New Yorkers who 
are most disproportionately affected 
by crime.

 “Just 5 percent of New York City 
residents live in public housing, yet 
NYCHA accounts for 20 percent of all 
violent crime citywide,” Vance said. 
“By strategically investing in these 
communities, we will not only estab-
lish the security infrastructure to en-
hance residential safety, but also build 
upon our commitment to fairness in 
the criminal justice system, and the 
belief that a crime prevented is better 
than a crime prosecuted.”

—Bill Parry

Gov. Andrew Cuomo said the state 
received more than $6 million in feder-
al funds that would allow community 
organizations, hospitals, police depart-
ments and district attorneys’ offices to 
increase services and protections for 
domestic violence or sexual assault 
victims.

“This funding will provide much-
needed resources to assist victims of 
sexual assault and domestic violence 
in every corner of New York State,” 
Cuomo said. 

The grant will support 90 organiza-
tions statewide that work with sexual 
assault or domestic violence victims. 
“These organizations are proven pro-
grams that are helping to create a bet-

ter system of support and justice for 
victims,” Cuomo added.

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) said the funding “is a vitally 
important part of our ongoing commit-
ment to breaking the cycle of violence 
against women.”

The organizations that will receive 
funds will sign a three-year contract 
with the state to provide services. The 
$6.2 million will help fund the first year 
of those contracts. It is expected, Cuo-
mo pointed out, that the same amount 
of funding will be available annually 
for the duration of the contracts.  

—Juan Soto

Queens lawmakers welcomed the 
state Department of Health’s recom-
mendation Wednesday to ban hydrau-
lic fracturing in New York State. 

“The governor based his decision on 
science — not the demands of oil and 
gas drillers looking for a quick buck,” 
U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-Astoria) 
said in a statement. “The public health 
risks posed by contamination of our 
air, land and water are too great to al-
low high-volume, horizontal fracking 
in our beautiful state.”

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
first introduced a resolution in City 
Council as well as the first bill that 
would ban the practice. 

“As part of what has been the larg-
est grassroots movement in history, 

I have long emphasized the possible 
health risks, as well as the grave envi-
ronmental dangers at stake here, and 
it is great to see that today, the science 
and the people have won,” Avella said. 

Acting DOH Commissioner Dr. 
Howard Zucker  recommended the ban 
after discovering potential risks asso-
ciated with the practice. 

“I think it would be reckless to pro-
ceed in New York until more authorita-
tive research is done,” said Zucker in 
a statement about the DOH review. “I 
asked myself, ‘Would I let my family 
live in a community with fracking?’ 
The answer is no. I therefore cannot 
recommend anyone else’s family to 
live in such a community either.”

Fracking banned in New York State

$6M to curb sex assaults 

Money for NYCHAShop Locally
at Strawberry’s

Mon.-Sat. 10am-7:30pm | Sun. 10am-7pm 

Mon.-Wed. 11am-8pm | Thurs. & Fri. 10am-9pm 
Sat. 10am-8pm | Sun. 11am-7pm 

Mon.-Sat. 10am-9pm | Sun. 11am-7pm 

Mon.-Sat. 10am-8pm | Sun. 11am-7pm

Save on fashion clothing and accessories! 

:
Where you can fi nd cutting-edge fashion 

and brands at astounding prices
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BY DEBBIE COHEN

The seats were filled, dec-
orations hung and nothing 
stirred, not even a mouse until 
there was a shout, a rattle and 
gyration of his hips when El-
vis filled the Esquire Diner in 
Ozone Park through the voice 
of tribute performer Gregg Pe-
ters last week during his Elvis 
Christmas show. 

Peters opened up with “C C 
Rider,” Welcome to My World” 
and “Heartbreak Hotel,” which 
are some of the most popu-
lar Elvis songs. As the crowd 
roared, he told everyone how 
he has been Elvis more times 
than Elvis has – more than 
7,000 concerts in the tri-state 
area and around the country. 

“I started out a little over 
37 years ago at the Riverboat 
Restaurant in the Empire 
State Building and it has been 
great,” Peters said. “During my 
shows I usually collect dona-
tions for the Red Cross and St. 
Jude’s Children’s Fund, but to-
night I’m collecting for anoth-

er great charity, which is the 
World Society for Protection of 
Animals, a non-profit organi-
zation. Most of Peters’ shows, 
as the Dec. 10 Christmas show 
was, are a family affair, which 
includes his mother, who is 
called Miss Marie; his son La-
mar, who also performs Elvis, 
oldies and country tunes; and 
his other son J.J. Burton,  who 
plays the guitar and recently 
started singing some oldies. 

In addition to the Elvis 
songs, Lamar got the crowd 
reeling to some country mu-
sic – “Slow Hand” by Conway 
Twitty and “Get Rhythm” by 
Johnny Cash. 

But the variety of music 
didn’t stop there. Miss Ma-
rie sang a Petula Clark tune, 
“This is My Song,” and a Con-
nie Francis tune, “Where the 
Boys Are.”

Peters said many years ago 
he met Tom Jones and Engle-
bert Humperdinck and since 
that time he includes some of 
their songs in his repertoire.

During the Christmas show 

he sang a Tom Jones hit; ‘I Be-
lieve” and a Humperdinck hit, 
“Love Is a Many Splendored 

Thing.”
Before the close of the show, 

JoAnn DeLuca, an Ozone Park 

resident said that she has been 
following Peters’ shows for 30 
years.

“It’s fantastic, I just love ev-
ery show I attend,” she said. 

Janice Serale, a Fresh 
Meadows resident, said she 
was never an Elvis fan, but 
watching this show has 
changed her mind. 

“The whole family is very 
talented and I just love the way 
they perform and play the gui-
tar; they truly are a talented 
family,” she said. “I would def-
initely come out to see another 
show.”

As the show was wind-
ing down, Peters, Miss Marie 
and J.J. Burton sang two El-
vis songs as a trio – “If I Can 
Dream” and “I Can’t Help Fall-
ing In Love With You.” 

As Elvis left the house, 
someone in the crowd said 
“his spirit never left the build-
ing.” 

For more information 
about upcoming shows, go to:  
www.greggthekingpeters.com 
or call 347-932-5123. 

Elvis impersonator Gregg Peters shakes up the Esquire Diner in Ozone 
Park with his show earlier this month.  Photo by Debbie Cohen

A Christmas show fi t for a king in Ozone Park
Tribute performer Gregg Peters entertains with hits from Elvis Presley at Esquire Diner

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

At Calvary, the family member 
is just as important as the patient.

For more information, call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Nobody knows more than Calvary Hospital that caring for a loved 
one who is in the end-of-life stage is challenging – both physically 
and mentally. The stress can feel unbearable. It puts the entire 
family at risk for depression, anxiety disorders, physical sickness and 
disruptions in life – both at home and at work. Our experts clearly 
understand that this feeling of abandonment is just as significant 
as the physical pain. That’s why 90% of what we do at Calvary 
is caring for the family. In fact, we have an entire department 
specifically dedicated to caring for family members, with this year 
marking the 10th anniversary of our unique Family Care Center. 
It is all a part of our core value of “non-abandonment” – the 
commitment we make to our patients and their families every 
day. It’s one more reason why Calvary is Where Life Continues. 
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Happy Hanukkah

May the 
Festival of Lights 

bring you peace and joy.

FOLLOW US ON

SPECIAL HOLIDAY HOURS:  
CHRISTMAS EVE: 9am – 8pm  

CHRISTMAS DAY: 10am – 4pm
FRIDAY DEC  26: 12pm – 10pm
NEW YEAR’S EVE: 10am – 6pm
NEW YEAR’S DAY: 12pm – 8pm

*Rescued mill dogs not included in adoption special.
AnimalLeague.org
1.877.4.SAVE.PET*Re*Rescued mill dog

North Shore Animal League America  
has hundreds of puppies, kittens,  
cats and dogs to choose from!  
Mixed-breed, purebred,  
small breeds too!

PORT WASHINGTON 
LOCATION ONLY
25 DAVIS AVE.  
PORT WASHINGTON, NY
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Focus COMPILED BY PAUL JANNACE

HOLIDAY HUSTLING
Pan American High School students are not taking it slow before the holi-
days. The school was created for Hispanic students who have been to the 
United States less than four years to immerse them in English and U.S. cul-
ture while also helping them to preserve their native culture (Clockwise from 
l.) Pan American students decorated rooms with balloons to add a festive 
atmosphere for “College Appreciation Week,” where students sat at tables 
with their laptops and worked on their college applications; from left, Laura 
Alvarado, Stephany Castillo, Delmy Tobar, and Raul Ibragimov at College Fair 
Night organized by college adviser Shirley Torres; Laura Hernandez is taking 
part in the internship program at Pan American in Laurelton. Students have 
been assigned jobs inside and outside the school. Hernandez works two hours 
every afternoon in the office of Principal Minerva Zonca, and is currently de-
signing a brochure which explains the best features of the school in addition 
to other duties; and (from l.) Assistant Principal Monika Garge and Integral 
Algebra students Jing Lin and Ji Hoon Lim work to analyze math Regents data 
at Pan American International High School in Elmhurst. They are studying the 
data in order to help differentiate instruction and target areas of needs for 
students.

Photo by Shirley Torres

Photo by Bob Harris

Photo by Bob Harris

Photo by Mariana Arango Vasco
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The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 30 YEARS

ACHOO...........FLU
OUCH!...STITCHES
WHOOPS....X-RAY

191-20 Northern Blvd.
Bayside, NY 11358

718-224-8855
Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm

Sat. & Sun. 8am-7pm

82-17 Woodhaven Blvd.
Glendale, NY 11385

718-805-9581
Mon.-Fri. 9am-7pm

Sat. & Sun. 9am-3pm

Oil & 
Bioheat fuel.
Savings. Service. Value.

Additional terms and conditions may apply. Some services may not be available in all areas. 
NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2014 Petro.  P_14472

petro.com petro mobile connect on

Call today for special offers! 1.866.539.5295

Oil Heat Ultra Low Sulfur Bioheat/Fuel

air emissions by over 70%

maintenance and a cleaner 
environment

Oil   |   Natural Gas 
Heating   |   Cooling 

Advertise your  
Clinical Studies in  

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in 

Classifieds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE 

OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 
h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, 
tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ^Slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

2011 MERCEDES E350
$22,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1318. 
15k miles.

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL

CORVETTE2013 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #9700. 34k 
miles. 

$33,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for 

excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 20k 1226 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 888-396-2567For Complimentary Pick Up

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND 
RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT 

SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400 
         MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995

1%
 IS ALL YOU PAY TO DRIVE AW

AY! W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††20
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ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

$103BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 2595, 35k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

$139BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$16,900

'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

XXXX
DDDAAASSSHHH TTTHHHRRROOOUUUGGGHHH TTTHHHEEE SSSNNNOOOWWW

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2005 Chevy TrailBlazer, 81k J1066 $5,995
 2004 Nissan Pathfinder, 107k 9891 $5,995
 2005 Ford Expedition, 122k 8789 $5,995
 2006 Subaru Forester, 67k 10695 $6,995
 2008 Jeep Commander, 129k 182946 $6,995
 2006 BMW X3, 128k A75616 $6,995
 2006 Toyota Rav 4, 114k 2554 $7,500

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2010 Ford Explorer, 82k 8301 $7,995
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $7,995
 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995
 2006 Honda Ridgeline, 135k 4629 $9,595
 2006 BMW X5, 85k Y39624 $9,995
 2006 Mercedes R-Class, 88k J2048     $10,995
 2004 Chevy Avalanche, 88k J1462     $10,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE 
 2007 Jeep Gr Cherokee, 98k J1091     $10,995
 2010 Mitsubishi Endeavor, 54k 001305   $11,995
 2007 Toyota 4Runner, 86k 9610       $12,995
 2006 Cadillac Escalade, 100k 10464     $12,995
 2007 Hummer H3, 47k J1218     $13,995
 2008 Porsche Cayenne, 83k 10535     $14,995
 2007 Toyota FJ Cruiser, 70k 62323     $16,995
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Lighting up Christmas
The Greater Jamaica Development Corporation hosted its annual Holidays on the Avenue 
Saturday — a community tree lighting in Rufus King Park and children’s gift-giving event at near-
by Grace Church. (Clockwise from top l.) Santa Claus poses with all the children and guests at the 
event; The York College Youth Initiative Choir sings traditional carols before the tree lighting; 
Kevin Hernandez (l.) and Samiyah Nazario (r.) tug on Santa Claus’ beard; Tyra Emerson (middle) 
of the Cultural Collaborative of Jamaica and Alisha Johnson (l.) of Youth Talent Development 
commence the gift-giving in the auditorium of Grace Church; (from l.) GJDC’s Vignike Anderson, 
Valerie Stevens of the Jamaica Center Business Improvement District, GJDC’s Edwin Rosado, 
Tyra Emerson of the Cultural Collaborative of Jamaica, and Eduardo Barahona of the Centro 
Hispano “Cuzcatlan;” and Father Darryl James of the Grace Episcopal Church gives the invoca-
tion and NYC Councilman Rory Lancman and others look on before the festively illuminated tree 
in Rufus King Park.  Photos by Walter Karling
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It turns out they might have 
called him Bobby “Bacala” for 
more than one reason.

Steve Schirripa, the actor 
known for playing Bobby “Ba-
cala” Baccalieri on “The So-
pranos,” is quite the chef, ap-
pearing on cooking channels, 
and recently introducing his 
line of tomato sauce — Uncle 
Steve’s Italian Specialties. 

It’s the tomato sauce for 
those who swore they’d never 
enjoy sauce from a jar. They’re 
in for a surprise because this 
jarred sauce is delicious.

Schirripa grew up in Ben-
sonhurst at a time when Ital-
ian mothers considered eating 
jarred tomato sauce a mor-
tal sin.  His own mother was 
among them — and she wasn’t 
even born Italian. But she was 
raised by Italians, and so she 
spent hours simmering home-
made sauce that family and 
friends would rave about.

When she passed away in 

2013, Schirripa’s friend, Joe, 
said, “Let’s do something to 
honor your mom.” Of course 
it had to be something out-
standing. 

As some of their fondest 
memories included lingering 
over Sunday afternoon meals, 
soaking up every drop of the 
delicious tomato sauce that 
mom had lovingly created, it 
didn’t take long to figure out 
what to do. 

“She was known for her 
sauce,” says Schirripa. 

They had to find a way to 
bottle that homemade good-
ness. But it had to be authentic 
— just like at home, the sauce 
had to contain natural ingre-
dients, made from the finest 
organic whole Italian plum to-
matoes, extra virgin olive oil, 
vegetables, and spices. 

Schirripa introduced the 
product about seven months 
ago, and these wholesome in-
gredients are listed proudly on 
the front of every jar. The prod-

uct is gluten free, Kosher, and 
contains no GMO or added sug-
ars. It’s available in three vari-
eties — marinara, basil and 
tomato, and Arrabiata. The lat-
ter means “angry” in Italian, 
and is a spicy marinara sauce 
that can be enjoyed over pasta 
and also with grilled chicken, 
shrimp, fish, or steak. 

To the skeptics, Schirripa 
says, “Just taste it. People who 
say they would never eat jarred 
sauce like it.”

He’s quick to point out an-
other reality. His mom, like so 
many women of a certain gen-
eration, didn’t work outside 
the home, so she had the time 
to spend all day cooking. 

“Things are different to-
day,” he says. Many people 
simply don’t have time to cook 
for hours. They’re looking for 
convenience, but still want a 
product that’s good. This is it. 

The sauce can be purchased 
at www.unclestevesny.com, 
and can be found at local stores 

such as Whole Foods Market, 
Fairway, and many others. Just 
in time for the holidays, there 
are several gift baskets that in-
clude the sauce, and items such 
as his signature wooden spoon, 
pasta, steel colander, and more. 
It’s the ideal gift for the foodie 
as well as “Sopranos” fans. 

Schirripa keeps himself 
busy, in and out of the kitchen. 
Catch him on an upcoming 
episode of “Family Meals with 
Steve Schirripa” on Dec. 21 at 
9:30 pm on The Cooking Chan-
nel. He’s also written books, in-
cluding the hilarious “A Goom-
ba’s Guide to Life,” which made 

the New York Times’ bestseller 
list. Other “Goomba” books 
followed. He continues to ap-
pear in movies and on televi-
sion, and is working on a series 
in Los Angeles, right now, he 
says. Locally, he’s made dozens 
of appearances, promoting Un-
cle Steve’s Italian Specialties. 

“Try it, you’ll like it!” he 
says. He’s right.

Steve Schirripa’s Uncle 
Steve’s Italian Specialties [Ital-
ian Specialties Group LLC, 20 
Brick Court on Staten Island, 
(718) 605–0416, www.UncleSte-
vesNY]. Shop on line 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

‘Uncle Steve’s’ sauce just like 
mom used to make

Compassionate Support That Will Never Be Forgotten
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Straphangers: Has tak-
ing the subway in the past 
year often been a bad dream 
of pushing and shoving bod-
ies on platforms and inside 
trains all ending in late ar-
rivals?

It wasn’t your imagina-
tion and the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
says 25 percent of trains were 
late, according to statistics 
covering the year ending in 
October.

Repairs, construction, 
maintenance and many more 
riders were big reasons for 
late arriving trains, MTA of-
ficials said. Much of the work 
is part of the still progress-
ing recovery from Hurricane 
Sandy, which struck more 
than two years ago.

The MTA said weekday 
late trains have increased 
by more than 51 percent with 

weekend delays increasing 
more than 40 percent in the 
last year.

The number of subway 
riders hit 5.9 million in Octo-
ber, up from 5.7 million in the 
same month last year.

Meanwhile, the No.7 train 
extension from Grand Cen-
tral Terminal to Manhattan’s 
far west side has been delayed 
once again.

MTA officials said the new 
opening would be postponed 
until sometime in April or 
June 2014.

The $2.4 billion project 
will allow passengers to ride 
to 11th Avenue and 34th Street 
on the No.7 train, which orig-
inates in Flushing.

Much of the delay has had 
to do with trouble with eleva-
tors in the station at the new 
station at the final stop of the 
No. 7 at the Jacob Javits Cen-
ter.

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The slowest bus in Queens 
is the Q58, according to the 
transit advocacy agency Strap-
hangers Campaign.

The Straphangers reported 
that the Q58’s average speed is 
7.7 miles per hour on its route 
from Ridgewood to Flushing.

Although slow, the Q58 was 
far from slowest among slow 
buses with the M79 crosstown 
in Manhattan winning the 
Straphangers’ Pokey Award 
while averaging 3.2 miles per 
hour.

The Straphangers Cam-
paign said Hawaiian volcanos’ 
lava flows faster than the M79 
travels, averaging 6 miles an 
hour.

“I’d think twice before try-
ing to evacuate from an erupt-
ing volcano in an M79 bus,” 
said Gene Russianoff, attorney 

for the Straphangers. ”Fleeing 
on foot would be faster with an 
average human walking at a 
speed of about 3.5 mph.”

The S48/98 of Staten Island 
averaged 8.3 miles per hour 
between Mariners Harbor and 
St. George Ferry Terminal.

The Straphangers also 
awarded its Schleppie in rec-
ognition of buses bunched 
together or service spread at 

long internals.
The most unreliable was 

the M15 between uptown and 
downtown on the East Side of 
Manhattan where 33 percent 
of the buses in this category. 
Adding to the woes on this 
route, the M15 has the highest 
ridership in the city out of 192 
local bus routes.

Paul Steely White, execu-
tive director of Transporta-
tion Alternatives, had a hap-
pier outlook on the plight of 
bus passengers.

“Now there is real hope for 
Mayor (Bill) de Blasio’s plan 
to build a network of 20 Select 
Bus routes,” he said.

The high speed super ex-
press buses employ pre-board-
ing ticketing through any door 
and, in the future, the ability 
to prolong green traffic lights 
to allow SBS buses to avoid 
time-consuming stops.

BY JUAN SOTO

Authorities seized more 
than $2 million worth of coun-
terfeit goods in Queens bear-
ing logos of such designers as 
Gucci, Chanel, Louis Vuitton, 
Michael Kors, The North Face 
and Versace.

Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown said seven bor-
ough residents were charged 
in connection with the investi-
gation that enabled authorities 
to confiscate some 13,000 fake 
items, ranging from belts and 
handbags to watches, boots 
and scarves.

“Trademark counterfeit-
ing is not a victimless crime,” 
Brown said. “Small counter-
feit operations like this one 
discovered as a result of this 
investigation fuel an under-
ground economy.”

Dubbed “Operation Trea-
sure Hunt,” the probe began 
last summer and it was led 
by the NYPD, U.S. Homeland 
Security Investigations and 
Brown’s office.

According to five criminal 
complaints filed by the DA, the 
knockoffs were seized from 

storage facilities located in Ja-
maica and College Point.

“They are cash businesses 
that pay no taxes, damage the 
reputations of reputable brand 
owners and lower consumer 
confidence in the name brands 
by foisting inferior products 

into the marketplace,” Brown 
said.

During the operation, po-
lice arrested Naqing Zhang, 
31 and his wife, Wei Wei Dong, 
32, of Whitestone; Chin Chu, 
43, and his wife Jian Xia, 38, 
of Flushing; Sai Chen, 39, of 
Flushing; Wei Liao, 41, of Ja-
maica; and Pizhong Zhou, 22, 
of Douglaston.

The defendants face up to 
four years in prison if convict-
ed of trademark counterfeiting 
charges. They were released 
on their own recognize.

“Trademark counterfeiting 
is a global economic problem 
that costs manufacturers mil-
lions of dollars, which trans-
lates into the loss of jobs for 
many hardworking people,” 
said William Bratton, the po-
lice commissioner.

According to one crimi-
nal complaint, an undercover 
agent purchased more than 
50 counterfeit Louis Vuitton 
handbags from two of the de-
fendants between July and De-
cember. In a search warrant, 
authorities confiscated more 
than 5,300 fake goods, the DA 
said.

Queens DA Richard Brown poses 
with some of the loot seized from 
a sophisticated handbag counter-
feiting ring busted last week. 

Photo courtesy of Queens DA office

Police seize fake items
Seven arrested in Queens knockoff sales investigation

Slow ‘pokey’: Q58 earns 
dubious speed dishonor

MTA: Subway delays
become worse in ‘14 

Boro electeds applaud
Obama’s Cuba policy
Borough elected officials 

applauded President Barack 
Obama’s announcement to 
normalize diplomatic rela-
tions with Cuba after five-
decades of restrictions and 
an embargo. 

“This is a historic mo-
ment which will take both 
our countries in a new and 
more positive direction after 
over five decades of severed 
diplomatic relations,” said 
U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-
Jamaica). 

He pointed out that the 
U.S. policy towards Cuba, 
which began in 1961, “has 
left us out of sync with our 
neighbors in the region, 
has blocked investment and 
trade opportunities, has kept 
families apart and has done 
nothing to change Cuba’s 
politics.”

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Malo-
ney (D-Astoria) also praised 
Obama’s decision.

 “This decision is long 
overdue and it will be mutu-
ally beneficial to the United 
States and Cuba,” Maloney 
said. “We gave the strategy of 
isolation and embargo more 
than five decades to work, 
and it provide no utility in 
achieving our objectives.”

And Nydia Velázquez (D-
Brooklyn) said the change of 
policy “is an important step 
in the right direction.” She 
added, “I strongly commend 
him [Obama] for adopting 
this new approach. It is my 
hope that these steps will help 
lead to a freer, more prosper-
ous Cuba.”

—Juan Soto

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

The slowest bus in Queens is the 
Q58 which goes from Ridgewood 
to Main Street in Flushing, says the 
Straphangers Campaign. 

Seth Wenig/AP
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TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Is the nightly homework routine 
at your house less functional and pro-
ductive than it could be? There are 
many reasons that children do not 
complete homework in a timely and 
efficient manner. Some simply avoid 
homework because they are having 
difficulty understanding one or more 
school subjects or concepts and dread 
having to struggle through them. 
Others are chronic procrastinators. 
However, one of the most common 
reasons that many students spin 
their wheels at homework time is be-
cause they are unskilled at prioritiz-
ing the items on their to-do list. 

How can you help your child learn to 
independently plan out homework each 
night and get things done faster? First, 

have your child divide his or her home-
work assignments into three groups:

1. Items due tomorrow
2. Items due later in the week
3. Items coming up in the next  

 week (or longer)
If your child says they have no 

homework have them read for at least 
a half hour and write a summary of 
what he or she just read. If you con-
sistently require reading, homework 
will eventually start showing up. 

The first “homework help” cat-
egory is the high-priority list and 
those assignments should be ranked 
in order from most challenging to 
easiest. It’s also helpful for students 
to estimate the amount of time that 
each assignment will take.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

How to Help Your Child 
Learn to Prioritize Homework

 For the “due immediately” task 
list, your child needs to decide what 
to do first based on his or her study 
preferences. Does he or she do bet-
ter when tackling the most difficult 
homework first? Would your child 
rather knock smaller assignments off 
his or her list first, or jump into the 
big to-dos first? Making a few quick 
“game plan” decisions before simply 
opening up a book and getting started 
will help your child feel more pur-
poseful and motivated. 

Finally, your child needs to stay 

on top of assignments and projects 
that require him or her to complete 
a number of steps between now and 
the due date (such as long reports or 
presentations). Have your child keep 
a list in his or her planner of these as-
signments and projects and their due 
dates, and also encourage him or her 
to schedule time to work on them in 
advance. So, if a big paper is due on 
April 30th and it is April 2nd, your 
child should work backward and de-
velop smaller milestones and corre-
sponding due dates. 

English Read two chapters, worksheet Easy 30 min.
Earth Science Finish lab, worksheet Medium hard 20-40 min.
History Develop outline for project Easy 10 minutes

For example, your child’s Monday night homework to-do list might look 
like this:

Developing a plan for bigger proj-
ects and assignments will help your 
child feel less overwhelmed and more 
organized. Once your child does so—
and sets deadlines—you can help 
keep him or her on track. Remember: 
the tasks he or she develops should be 
incorporated into his or her nightly 
homework task list on his or her 

phone or in a planner. 
Prioritization is an ability that all 

students need to master to become ad-
ept at time management and organiza-
tion. Help your child learn to fine-tune 
this skill and by the time he or she is a 
college student and working adult, he 
or she will be well trained in making 
the most of any and all work time.

Huntington is the tutoring and test 
prep leader. Its certified tutors provide 
individualized instruction in reading, 
phonics, writing, study skills, elemen-
tary and middle school math, Algebra 
through Calculus, Chemistry, and other 
sciences. It preps for the SAT and ACT, 
as well as state and standardized exams. 
Huntington programs develop the skills, 

confidence, and motivation to help stu-
dents succeed and meet the needs of Com-
mon Core State Standards. Founded in 
1977, Huntington’s mission is to give ev-
ery student the best education possible.

Learn how Huntington can help at 
www.huntingtonhelps.com.

For franchise opportunities please 
visit www.huntingtonfranchise.com.

For example:

Brainstorm/choose topic April 4 20 min.
Do quick online/library search to ensure  
availability of sources April 5 20 min.
Develop outline April 7 25 min.
Research/collect resources April 8-14 15 min./day
First draft April 19 3 hrs.
Revise/second draft April 21 1 hr.
Review/edit April 23 30 min.
Show teacher/get feedback April 24 10 min.
Final draft April 27 45 min.
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30-05 31st St., Astoria, NY 11102
718-728-2520 | www.grandliquors.com

Additionally, the tie beneath the 
plate was in poor condition, part of the 
rail that broke was not installed cor-
rectly and a bolt required to secure 
a joint bar underneath the rail was 
missing, the report said.

 “Individually none of them was 
capable of causing derailment, but the 
combination of defects in one location 
was the most likely cause of the derail-
ment,” the finding concluded.

New York City Transit’s compre-
hensive track inspection program re-
quires every inch of mainline track 
to be walked and inspected by trained 
personnel twice a week, and by super-
visors twice a month.

The report found that Division of 

Track personnel did not identify, doc-
ument and correct the track defect at 
that location, either during regular 
inspections or when the two prior bro-
ken rails were replaced. They also did 
not adequately investigate the under-
lying causes of the broken rails.

Disciplinary action is being pur-
sued against the three maintenance 
supervisors and the track inspector 
for their roles in the derailment.

Department of Subways Senior 
Vice President Joseph Leader said, 
“We have quickly taken corrective ac-
tion, and we will continue to embrace 
new technologies and continuously 
improve our track maintenance ac-
tivities.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

BY MADINA TOURE

Three Far Rockaway men were in-
dicted on charges of kidnapping, sex 
trafficking and other counts for alleg-
edly using intimidation and threats to 
force a 14-year-old girl to work for them 
as a prostitute, Queens District Attor-
ney Richard Brown said Monday.

Timothy Jenkins, 24, and Tyshaun 
Haynes, 22, both of McBride Street, and 
Devin Rodriguez, 18, of Granda Place, 
were each charged in an 18-count in-
dictment with kidnapping, sex traf-
ficking, promoting prostitution and 
endangering the welfare of a child, ac-
cording to the indictment. 

If convicted, the men each face up to 
25 years to life in prison.

“The defendants are variously ac-
cused of enslaving a young teenager, 
raping her, and using the threat of 
physical violence in an attempt to force 
her to work as a prostitute and to turn 
over all the money she earned to them,” 
DA Brown said in a statement. “Regret-
tably, for the victim, she discovered 
that few activities are as brutal and de-
humanizing as prostitution.” 

On Sept. 6, Rodriguez allegedly 
brought the 14-year-old girl to Jenkins’ 
residence, according to the indictment. 
Jenkins and Haynes then had forcible 
sexual intercourse with her between 
Sept. 6 and Sept. 8 and Jenkins threat-
ened to kill her with a stun gun to force 
her to work as a prostitute with other 
girls. On Sept. 8, she fled the residence 
and returned home.

Between Sept. 15 and Oct. 31, Rodri-
guez and Haynes each allegedly tried 
to keep her from talking to law enforce-
ment or a grand jury about what took 
place at Jenkins’ residence by threat-

ening to harm her or another person, 
the indictment said. 

Jenkins was also charged with 
rape, criminal possession of a weapon, 
the indictment said. Rodriguez was 
charged with intimidating a witness 
and aggravated harassment, while 
Haynes was charged with rape and in-
timidating a witness, the DA said.

  The trio’s next court date is Feb. 
26, according to the DA. Bail was set at 
$750,000 for Jenkins and $500,000 for 
Rodriguez. Haynes was held without 
bail.

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

Deputy Inspector Anthony Favale, right, of 
the Organized Crime Control Bureau, was 
one of the supervisors on the investiga-
tion into a human trafficking ring charged 
with trying to recruit a 14-year-old in Far 
Rockaway.  John Minchillo/A{

DA: Far Rockaway trio 
allegedly raped teen girl

Continued from Page 5 

MTA
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Although Charles Dickens was not 
the first author to write a holiday sto-
ry, his tale of Ebenezer Scrooge is of-
ten credited with helping to create the 
modern Christmas celebration. 

The truth, however, is a little fuzz-
ier. 

Dickens was less an innovator than 
a benefactor of his times. 

He sel f-publ i she d “A Christmas 

Carol” in December 1843, the same 
year holiday greeting cards were in-
troduced and a mere two years after 
Queen Victoria ceded to Prince Al-
bert’s request to adopt the German 
tradition of bringing a fir tree into the 
home and decorating it for the season.

So, Dickens did not invent modern 
Christmas, but he certainly gave it a 
jump start with his story. 

Now, Titan Theatre Co., in a co-pro-
duction with Queens Theatre, takes 

Dickens’ tale to another level with a 
glorious production running through 
Dec. 21.

Titan, known for its creatively ed-
ited scripts of Shakespeare’s plays, suc-
ceeds in cleaning up some of the clutter 
in “A Christmas Carol” — including 
Dickens’ overly long focus on young 
Ebenezer’s sorrowful and solitary life 

in school — without losing any of the 
powerful emotions that arise from 
Scrooge’s redemption at the final cur-
tain. 

Director Lenny Banovez, who adapt-
ed this version with Emily Trask, has 
assembled an eclectic group of actors 
— from elementary schoolchildren to 

Continued on Page 48
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‘GOD BLESS US, EVERYONE’
TITAN CO. BRINGS REIMAGINED ‘A CHRISTMAS CAROL’ TO QUEENS THEATRE FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Pictured top, Kevin Loomis as Ebenezer Scrooge in Titan Theatre Co.’s producion of “A 
Christmas Carol” at the Queens Theatre. Photo courtesy Lloyd Mulvey
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PRODUCTIONS

“It’s a Wonderful Life: 
A Live Radio Play” — 
Variations Theatre Group 
brings the beloved holiday 
movie to life as a troop 
of 1940s actors present a 
“Christmas Eve” broadcast 
about what it really means to 
be “the richest man in town.”
When: Through Dec. 21, 
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 
pm — Saturday, Dec. 13 at 2 
pm only — and Sundays at 
2 pm
Where: Chain Theatre, 21-28 
45th Road, Long Island City
Contact: (646) 580-6003
Cost: $18/adults, $15/
students and LIC residents, 
$9/children
Website: www.
variationstheatregroup.com

“Fiddler on the Roof” 

— The Bayswater Players 
present the Broadway 
musical set in turn-of-the-
20th-century Russia, which 
includes classic tunes 
“Matchmaker, Matchmaker,” 
“If I Were a Rich Man” and 
“Sunrise, Sunset.”
When: Through Dec. 21, 
Thursdays and Saturdays at 
8 pm, Sundays at 3 pm
Where: Bayswater Jewish 
Center Theater, 2355 Healy 
Ave., Far Rockaway
Contact: (516) 239-9500
Website: www.angelfi re.
com/ny/bayplay/

“Christmas Carol” — Titan 
Theatre Co. and Queens 
Theatre present a new 
adaptation of Charles 
Dickens’ classic tale of 
redemption set on Christmas 
Eve.
When: Through Dec. 21
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 

United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: $25 - $30
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this 
open group features 
discussion, workshopping 
and writing exercises for 
playwrights in Queens and 
Nassau counties.
When: Every other 
Wednesday, 7:30 pm – 9:30 
pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-
7382

Answers in Sports

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361  (718) 229-5319
Monday–Friday 3:30pm–11pm  

Saturday 4pm–midnight  Sunday 1pm–10pm
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ELEGANT AND TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

www.JimmysBayside.com

PRIVATE 
PARTIES 

and 
CATERING 
available 

for all 
occasions

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM
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Live from Queens: ‘It’s a Wonderful Life’ 
Variations Theatre Group presents Christmas movie as a radio broadcast at LIC’s Chain

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

At the end of the calendar 
year, smaller theater compa-
nies face some fierce competi-
tion from “The Nutcracker,” 
“How the Grinch Stole Christ-
mas” and Mr. Dickens’ story 
of a miserly old man and a trio 
of ghosts.

Often the little guys skip 
the season and turn their at-
tention to a late winter or ear-
ly spring production. 

Long Island City’s Varia-
tions Theatre Group has 
bucked the trend of going dark 
around the holidays and has 
opted to mount a show based 
on one of the most beloved 
— and equally despised — 
Christmas movies of all time. 

“It’s a Wonderful Life: A 
Live Radio Play,” which runs 
through Dec. 21 at the Chain 
Theatre, brings the story of 
everyman George Bailey to 
life in front of a live audience. 

The show, written by Joe 
Landry, is presented as a radio 
play being broadcast from coast 
to coast on Christmas Eve. 

Variations decided to set 
its production in the 1940s, 
when you would not need to 
explain to anyone what a ra-
dio play was, and to cast seven 
actors to voice all of the roles, 
as well as provide the sound 
effects to accompany the per-
formance. 

As the audience enters the 
Chain’s black box theater, 
Christmas music pours out 
of speakers around the room.  
Although the show is sup-
posed to take place in the ’40s, 
the songs include seasonal 
recordings from the past 70 
years, such as Elvis’ “Blue 
Christmas.” 

The sparse set is little more 
than seven wooden chairs, 
two radio microphones and 
the folio table littered with 
shoes, a large metal pail filled 
with water, a telephone and 
other gadgets used to create 
sounds as diverse as chirping 
crickets and car horns. 

Each of the supporting ac-
tors has a turn at the folio table 
serving as the sound engineer 

Cast members Kirk Gostkowski (l. to r.), Mark A. Keeton, Nick Fondulis and Christina Perry rehearse a scene 
from Variations Theatre Group’s production of “It’s a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play” at the Chain Theatre.  

Photo courtesy Greg Cicchino Continued on Page 48

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

Tel: 718.215.6470

Visit our website at: 

aperitifbistrobayside.com

Like us on Facebook

APERITIF BISTRO WINE BAR 
in Bayside is proud to announce its 

French Bistro, Lounge, 

Extensive Wine List, 

Creative Cocktails & Craft Beers

Now serving Lunch, Dinner, 

& Brunch on Sunday

Private Room & Catering Options 

available for private parties

Valet Parking available 

on weekends
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Art, commerce are not mutually exclusive
Cultural attractions bring visitors and their money to New York City and the borough

Let me tell you about the 
very rich. They are different 
from you and me. – F. Scott 
Fitzgerald

You may have heard that 
the rich are getting richer, 
and that income inequality is 
expanding. They say you can’t 
take it with you, and accord-
ing to scripture, it is easier for 
a camel to go through the eye 
of a needle than for a rich man 
to enter the kingdom of God.  
So it’s up to the rest of us to 
help the wealthy spend their 
money.  After all, this is the 
giving season.

One guy who made it big was 
Avery Fisher.  His fortune came 
from electronics – anybody re-
member transistors? – but he 
was an amateur violinist and 
a philanthropist, and in 1973 he 
gave $10.5 million to the New 
York Philharmonic at Lincoln 
Center, which now bears his 
name.  But not for much longer.  
His children recently agreed to 
relinquish the name – for $15 
million – to allow another well-
heeled donor to get his or her 
name on the place.

Here in Queens we’re still 
looking for those in the upper 
brackets to build us some the-
aters for their chance at immor-
tality.  (You may want to read a 
sonnet by Percy Bysshe Shelley, 
“Ozymandias,” to see how long 
such permanence may last.)

For you economic conser-
vatives, you should under-
stand that art and culture can 

be big business.  A study made 
by the Downtown Brooklyn 
Partnership of 60 cultural 
institutions in that borough 
found that more than 4.5 mil-
lion visitors in 2013 generated 
more than $300 million in eco-
nomic activity.

Here in Queens we’re still 
waiting.  Give us some good 
performance spaces and we’ll 
be your best friends.

This column focuses on lo-
cal theater.  Of course, Broad-
way isn’t far away, but even a 
discounted ticket there may 
cost as much as a $100, and 
Off-Broadway can also take a 
big bite out of your credit card.  
Producers in the city have 
added to their bottom line by 
catering to the wealthy – the 
best seats in the house now 
command a “premium” price, 
almost $500 for “The Book of 
Mormon”(a show, by the way, 

with humor best suited for 
12-year-old boys).  “Wicked,” 
now in its 11th year and cash-
ing in on its pre-“Wizard of 
Oz” story, grossed more than 
$3 million in one week during 
the last Christmas season.

By all means, take a bridge 
or tunnel, mingle with the 
tourists, and see some supe-
rior theater, but don’t miss 
out on some really good pro-
ductions here at home, where 
you can sit close to the stage, 
avoid the hassle and lengthy 
travel time, park close by, pay 
no more than $20 a ticket, and 
have enough money left over 
for a fine meal at a nearby res-
taurant.  

If you’re concerned about 
quality, two shows come to 
mind that I saw in Queens af-
ter seeing them on Broadway.  
One was “Ragtime” by the 
Astoria Performing Arts Cen-

ter, the other “Talk Radio” by 
Variations Theatre Group.  
Each compared favorably to 
the one in Manhattan and 
was a terrific experience.

And there are many more 
worthwhile plays and mu-
sicals right here with home 
grown talented actors that 
you are sure to enjoy.

If you’re up to the challenge 
of writing a play, check out 
Theater Resources Unlimited 
which is now accepting sub-
missions (through Jan. 19) for 
its 2015 Tru Voices New Plays 
Reading Series.  Also look 
into The Venus/Adonis Fes-
tival where there are money 
prizes for Best Play, as well as 
acting and directing awards.  
You won’t get rich, but maybe 
you’ll get to heaven.

Contact Ron Hellman at 
RBHOFC@gmail.com.

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

Superb Spanish and
Continental Cuisine

Open For
Lunch and Dinner

MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW FOR

From 10 PM to 3 AM in the Costa Del Sol Ballroom or in the Dining Room

Order your choice two days before affair.
Unlimited Champagne

Premium Liquor $1

RESTAURANT

Noisemakers 
& Favors

NEW YEAR
HAPPY

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM FOR MORE NEWS
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ALE HOUSE
& TRACKSIDE CAFE

Turkey Dinner Spiral Ham Dinner
(10-12 lbs) for 6 people 

(18-20 lbs) for 12 people 

For 10 people 

For 20 people 

Merry Christmas!
Austin’s Five Course Dinner

Also available to-go, a la carte

Serving New Year’s Day Brunch

Happy New Year
from us to you!
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GingerBread Lane — The 
world-record setting 1 1/2 
ton, 300-square-foot village 
returns to Queens. 
When: Through Jan. 11, 2015
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., Corona
Cost: $11/adults, $8/seniors, 
students and children 17 and 
under
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

Holiday Cheer at Satchmo’s 
House — Take a guided 
interpretive tour of the 
only preserved home of a 
jazz legend in the world. In 
December, the house will be 
decorated for the holidays 
and audio clips of Armstrong, 
including his reading of “‘Twas 
the Night Before Christmas,” 
will be played during the tours. 
When: Through Dec. 30
Where: Louis Armstrong 
House Museum, 34-56 107th 
St., Corona
Cost: $10/adults, $7/seniors, 
students and children, Free/
members and children under 4
Contact: (718) 478-8274
Website: www.
louisarmstronghouse.org

Living Nativity Pageant — 
For the 50th year, Bayside’s 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 
presents its living nativity 
on the church’s great lawn. 
When: Friday, Dec. 19; 
Saturday, Dec. 20, Sunday, 
Dec. 21, at 7:30 pm
Where: Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, 36-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 229-5770
Website: www.rlcb.org

The Ugly Sweater Run — 
Don we now our hideous 
apparel. Take part in this 
Save the Children charity 
5K walk/run wearing your 
ugliest yuletide attire. 
Runners receive a vintage 
knit hat and unlimited hot 
chocolate. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 20, at 

11 am
Where: Citi Field, 123-01 
Roosevelt Ave., Flushing
Cost: $45-$60/per 
participant
Website: www.
theuglysweaterrun.com

Winter Solstice Cookies 
and Crafts — Families 
are invited to the Bayside 
Historical Society’s walk-
in workshop to create 
decorations celebrating the 
winter season. Hot cocoa 
and cookies will be available 
for purchase. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 21, from 
noon - 4 pm
Where: The Castle at Fort 
Totten, 208 Totten Ave., 
Bayside
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1548
Website: www.
baysidehistorical.org

Classical Singer’s Holiday 
Concert Jam — Queens 
College alumnus Alex 
Schirling, joins Erick Urgiles 
and Classical Singer’s Career 
Development Club in a concert 
fi lled with holiday music. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 21, at 
2 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $5/general admission, 
Free/members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Sankofa A Kwanzaa 
Celebration — An African 
drumming presentation 
with commentary on the 
signifi cance and meaning of 
Kwanzaa, featuring Ayodele 
Maakeru and Nubian Roots.
When: Sunday, Dec. 21, at 
3 pm
Where: Jamaica Performing 
Arts Center, 153-10 Jamaica 
Ave., Jamaica
Cost: $15/adults, $12/seniors 
and students, $10/JCAL 
members

Contact: (718) 658-7400
Website: www.jcal.org

Oratorio Society of 
Queens Holiday Concert — 
The annual event includes 
excerpts from Handel’s 
“Messiah” performed by 
OSQ and Orchestral Arts 
Ensemble of Queens. The 
audience will also sing along 
to tradition Christmas carols 
and Chanukah songs. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 21, at 
4 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 
222-05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $35/adults, $30/
seniors and students, $10/
children 12 and under
Contact: (718) 279-3006
Website: www.
queensoratorio.org

Following the Stars — A 
Hanukkah performance of 
Hasidic Jewish music. 
When: Sunday, Dec. 21, at 
8 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium 
at Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $39 - $180
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

Holidays on the Avenue  
— The Jamaica Center BID 
celebrates the season with 
free hot chocolate, toy 
handouts and holiday coupons 
from various retailers.
When: Wednesday, Dec. 24, 
from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm
Where: Jamaica Avenue 
near 159th Street, in front of 
Old Navy and Claire’s
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 526-2422
Website: www.
jamaicacenter.org

Holiday Open House at 
Queens County Farm — 
Tour the farmhouse, take 
part in craft activities and 
sip mulled cider.
When: Dec. 26, 27 and 28, 
from noon - 4 pm
Where: Queens County 
Farm, 
75-30 Little Neck 
Parkway, Floral Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 347-3276
Website: www.queensfarm.
org
75-30 Little Neck 
Parkway, Floral Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 347-3276
Website: www.queensfarm.
org

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
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By Ed Canty

Turducken
Across
1. They're heard at 
Heathrow?
6. "Cheep" homes?
11. B.S., e.g.
14. "Beat ___ to..."
15. "___ Thief" 
(1950 movie)
16. Foe of the 
Navajo
17. Turducken, perhaps
19. 'Memory' singer?
20. Avoid finishing a 
sentence?
21. 12th graders: 
Abbr.
22. Play for laughs?
23. Behaved like a 
lead balloon?
25. Insect you can 
see in the dark
27. Dogma
31. Buck overseas?
32. Barcelona 
Olympics prize
33. Closing 
document
34. Base for a stew
37. Hair goops
39. They may reach 
a bit
42. One to one, for one
43. Bubbly drinks
45. Vietnamese 
festivals
47. Act human?
48. London trolley
50. Base runner's 
lot, sometimes
52. Babe Ruth, 
perhaps
55. Stable parent

56. Sweater?
57. Bar bill
59. Cuomo's 
successor
63. "Raiders of the 
Lost ___"
64. Nothing much, to 
farmers?
66. Needle point?
67. Accord maker
68. Ear-relevant
69. Mary ___ 
cosmetics
70. Car bomb?
71. Cell mate?

Down
1. Gross-weight 
deduction
2. Abbrs. on letters 
to GIs
3. Common powder
4. "Finally!"

5. Astronaut Alan
6. Easter beginning?
7. Baseballer 
Slaughter
8. Aid in avoiding the 
draft?
9. Actress O'Shea
10. Pre-coll. exam
11. Like Chaplin's walk
12. Amazon business
13. Big name in oil
18. Naysayer
22. Roamin' Catholic?
24. Baby bouncer?
26. Massage
27. Lady and the 
Tramp, e.g.
28. After-dinner 
sandwich?
29. Abrupt way to 
quit
30. Applies polish to?
35. One for the road?

36. "Thundering" 
group
38. "Beetle Bailey" 
bellower
40. Circus 
insurance?
41. Army band
44. Lose zip
46. Adirondack lake
49. Modus operandi
51. Trawler's catch
52. Hit bottom?
53. "___ Doone" 
(1869 novel)
54. Farmers' needs
58. A follower?
60. "Drome" lead-in
61. New Jersey's __
University
62. Doing nothing
64. Señor Guevara
65. ___ Kan dog 
food

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

LET'S BOOGIE
D A T E S P O T S S P C A
I N E R T R I O T Q U A D
A T R I A A N N E U R S A
L I N E B A C K E R A S A P

L S T D E A R E S T
H O U S E S I T O R E
A S S T A C E S E R A S E
I S E E D A N C E O U T S
R A S P Y L E O V O D E S

L A D T R E A T I S E
S C R A P E D E R R
A R I D B E L L Y A C H E D
L E N D A L O E B L A M E
A P S E S A S S I O N I C
D E E R E Y E S A D D T O

Holiday HappeningsHoliday Happenings

Participants in Redeemer Lutheran Church’s annual Living Nativity surround a manger at 
the conclusion of the performance. 

Lucille and Louis Armstrong celebrate the season in their Corona 
home.  Photo courtesy Louis Armstrong House Museum
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Call For Reservations: 718-224-8787
6320 Commonwealth Blvd. 
Douglaston, NY 11362
thedouglastonmanor.com

NEW YEARS EVE MENU
Scrumptious Cocktail Hour  Hot Buffet & Cold Display

Featuring Our Famous Tuscan Table 
Followed By An Exquisite Four Course Dinner

FIRST COURSE
Absolute Penne A La Vodka

SECOND COURSE
Pear & Gorgonzola Salad

ENTRÉE
Filet Mignon & Lobster Tail

DESSERT
Chocolate “Symphony” 

$125 Per Person All Inclusive
DJ To Provide Music  Champagne Toast  Balloon Drop At Midnight  

Open Bar  Watch Count Down Live From Time Square

 V.I.P Private Room Is Available  
Minimum 75 Person Guarantee

New Year’s Eve At        
The Douglaston Manor 

Wednesday, December 31st, 2014 
7:30pm – 1:30am
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                  VISIT US ON FACEBOOK

HOMEMADE  ITALIAN  CUISINE

SERVING:  Steak  Chicken  Veal  Seafood  Pasta  Pizza  Hamburgers

Babich Family 
Owned Since 1939

RESERVE
 YOUR HOLIDAY 

PARTIES 
NOW!

OPEN 
AT NOON
7 DAYS
A WEEK

of the program. Some of 
the more creative bits in 
the evening include an 
actor breaking a chunk 
of Styrofoam before 
dunking it into the wa-
ter — which represents 
Harry Bailey’s near-
tragic fall through thin 
ice — to the turning of 
a wooden box filled with 
pieces of broken glass to 
simulate the noise that 
George and Mary create 
when throwing rocks at 
an abandoned house’s 
windows. 

Although the cast is 
uniformly good — each 
one is playing an actor 
portraying a character 
— there are definitely a 
couple of standouts. 

Unlike most plays, 
where movement and fa-
cial cues help the actor 
create a character who 
moves the story along, 
here the only tool in the 
cast’s arsenal is their 
voices. 

Using a nasally, al-
most whiny singsong 
patter, Mark A. Keeton  
leaves no doubt that Hen-

ry Potter is an unhappy 
— or as George says at 
one point —“frustrated 
old man.”

Keeton’s  excellent 
work is carried over to 
his bits as a radio an-
nouncer presenting live 
commercials for hair 
tonic and soap. He makes 
each one extremely fun-
ny because he plays it oh, 
so straight. 

But the real star may 
be the man of a 1,000 
voices Nick Fondulis. 

Fondulis takes on the 
roles of Clarence, the ap-
prentice angel, Bert the 
cop, Mr. Martini and Un-
cle Billy Bailey, among 
others. 

He imbues each of 
these men with a distinct 
voice and character. 

Granted, Mr. Mar-
tini skirts awfully close 
to stereotypical Italian 
immigrant speech and 
we’re not sure if Bert 
was meant to sound like 
Jimmy Stewart on pur-
pose, but you’ll forgive 
all that when you hear 
his Uncle Billy thumbing 
his nose at Potter, or stat-
ing matter-of-factly that 
he is no good for anybody 
after he nearly destroys 

the business. 
No doubt you’ve seen 

“It’s a Wonderful Life” 
dozens of times through-
out the years, but prob-
ably not like this. 

The cast and direc-
tor Greg Cicchino are 
able to take a story that 
everyone knows and 
provide it with a fresh 
retelling that will find 
even the most cyni-
cal person tearing up 
when George shouts “I 
want to live again, Clar-
ence. Please let me live 
again.”

It’s the Christmas 
present you’ll want to 
unwrap first. 

Broadway performers 
— who gloriously bring 
Scrooge’s story to life. 

The addition of classic 
Christmas carols, includ-
ing some lesser-known 
gems like “Bring a Torch 
Jeanette Isabella,” pro-
vide just the right touch 
of atmosphere whether 
they are sung as a way 
to transition between 
scenes or the focus of a 
smattering of dialogue 
by the other actors. 

To anyone visiting 
from another planet, “A 
Christmas Carol” re-
volves around miserly 
Ebenezer Scrooge, who 
worships the old mighty 
pound above all else, and 
his turnaround at the 
hands of four otherworld-
ly visitors — the ghosts 
of Christmas Past, Pres-
ent and Future — along 
with the tortured soul of 
his former business part-
ner Jacob Marley. 

Audiences usually 
only see Marley, played 
here by Andy Balde-
schwiler, as the first visi-

tor who warns Scrooge to 
change his ways or risk 
ending up like him — 
doomed to walk the earth 
bounded in chains. 

But here, Marley ar-
rives at Mr. Fezziwig’s 
party during the Ghost 
of Christmas Past’s visit 
to offer young Scrooge 
some unsolicited finan-
cial advice.

“There is more to 
life than money,” young 
Scrooge, played by Dylan 
Wittrock says. 

“Everyone says mon-
ey doesn’t buy happi-
ness,” Baldeschwiler’s 

Marley replies, “but it 
does make a down pay-
ment.”

Banovez and Trask 
provide plenty of humor 
throughout the usually 
dark and sober story. 

Fezziwig and the 
Ghost of Christmas Pres-
ent, here both are played 
by Michael Selkirk, usu-
ally provide some comic 
relief, but Selkirk suc-
ceeds in creating two 
distinct characters who 
celebrate a love of life 
and mankind. Fezziwig, 
who was Scrooge’s first 
boss, should have been a 
role model to the young 
businessman, but in-
stead became for him a 
cautionary tale of what 
happens when you do not 
keep your eye on the bot-
tom line.

As Mrs. Cratchit and 
the Ghost of Christmas 
Past, Titan regular Lau-
ra Frye steps into two 
smaller but important 
roles in Scrooge’s re-
demption. 

But it is her turn 
as a licentious guest at 
Scrooge’s nephew Fred’s 

Continued from Page 37 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL

present day party that 
nearly allows her to walk 
away with the show.  

You’re not sure if her 
singularly named Sally 
is simply drunk or con-
trolled only by her libido, 
but after her booming 
and hysterical declara-
tion that she adores pie, 
you may never look at 
dessert the same way 
again. 

But in the end,  the 
success of “A Christmas 
Carol” hangs on the ac-
tor playing Ebenezer 

Scrooge, and here, too, 
Titan’s production soars. 

Broadway actor 
Kevin Loomis delivers a 
Scrooge, who is substan-
tially bitter and even 
physically ugly at the 
start of the show.

But Loomis masterly 
shows us Scrooge’s slow 
transformation from mi-
ser to humanitarian. 

Each ghostly visitor 
matter-of-factly points 
out Scrooge’s choices 
have propelled him to 
a lonely and unvisited 

grave.
Throughout this or-

deal Loomis does not 
make one false step as he 
shows us how Scrooge fi-
nally realizes his love of 
money has cost him ev-
erything else in life. 

So it is easy to believe 
that the man who asked 
whether the workhouses 
and prisons could not 
take care of the poor 
becomes a person who 
echoes Tiny Tim’s senti-
ment “God, bless us, ev-
eryone,” by the end. 

Bailey Seeker as Belle (l.) gives a kiss to young Ebenezer Scrooge, played by Dylan Wittrock, 
in Titan Theatre Co.’s production of &quotA Christmas Carol&quot at the Queens Theatre. 

Photo courtesy Lloyd Mulvey

IF YOU GO
“A Christmas Carol”

When: Through Dec. 21
Where: Queens 
Theatre, 14 United 
Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Cost: $25 - $30
Contact: (718) 760-
0064
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org

IF YOU GO
“It’s a Wonderful Life: 
A Live Radio Play”

When: Through Dec. 21
Where: Chain Theatre,  
21-28 45th Road, Long 
Island City
Contact: (646) 580-
6003
Cost: $18/adults, $15/
students and LIC 
residents, $9/children
Website: www.
variationstheatre
group.com

Continued from Page 39 

Radio play
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40-12 Bell Blvd Bayside, NY 11361 
Call to book now: 718-224-2200 • bourbonstreetny.com

Taking Reservations for Christmas Eve & New Year’s Eve

New Year’s Eve 
Packages

SERVING 
NEW YEAR’S 
DAY BRUNCH 
in the Dining Room 
from 11:30am-3pm!

SOUP DU JOUR
Butternut Squash with Sage & Almond Gremolata $5.95/$6.95

APPETIZERS
Potato Crusted Shrimp with Smokey Cajun Sauce $14.95

Blackened Scallop Bruschetta $13.95
Served with Pepper Jack Cheese & Tomato Jalapeño Relish

SALAD
Tuna Nicoise $16.95

Seared Tuna over Mixed Greens with Haricot Vert, New Potatoes, Olives,

Hard Boiled Eggs & Capers Tossed in a Farmers Vinaigrette

PASTA
Lamb Ragu Orecchiette $23.95

Braised Lamb Shank with Mushrooms, Lamb Jus, English Pea Puree

Topped with Ricotta Salata

Seafood Bolognese $25.95
Mussels, Clams, Shrimp & Scallops in a Seafood Broth

ENTREES
Bone In Thick Cut Pork Chop $25.95

With Black Eyed Pea Ragu

Pan Roasted Black Sea Bass $25.95
With Fingerling Potatoes, Trumpet Mushrooms & Porcini Jus

TomaHawk Steak $28.95
With Crispy Pomme Frites & Chimichurri Sauce

Pan Roasted Chicken $24.95
With Potato Gnocchi, Sundried Tomatoes, Butternut Squash & Cilantro Almond Pesto

DESSERT
Drunkin’ Donuts $6.95

Merry Christmas 
From Our Table to Yours!

Bourbon Street’s Christmas Eve Menu

$65.00 pp++  
Dinner Seatings 

at 6 & 8pm

$45.00 pp++   
Non-Alcohol Package

$65.00 pp++  
Dinner Seatings 

at 6 & 8pm

$45.00 pp++   
Non-Alcohol Package

New Year’s Eve 
Packages

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, 
Plates, Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Starting at  
$25.95 per person

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Let Us Cater Your Party  
at Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

$15.95 per person | Any 3 Choices from A Any 2 Choices from B

$13.95 per person | Choice of 5 items
 

 

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less 
people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

 
with any other offer.

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Open 6 days a week  Tue.–Fri. 4pm–12am  Sat.–Sun. 5pm–12am
347-502-7274  www.winetimedouglaston.com

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com

Gift Certifi cates 
Available

       
$30 pp 

Includes Champagne 
& Appetizers

$5 Wine  |  $5 Beer
(Select Varieties)

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363
(Just north of the LIRR Douglaston Station)
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  347-502-7274 
www.winetimedouglaston.com  

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com
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BY MADINA TOURE

The recently opened Raw 
Juice Café is making a name 
for itself in Glendale as one 
of the few options for healthy, 
natural food in the neighbor-
hood.

Located at 64-17 Central 
Ave., Raw Juice Café — which 
attracted 500 people to its 
grand opening three weeks ago  
— offers customers wraps, ba-
gels, sandwiches, gourmet cof-
fee roasted at D’amico Foods 
in South Brooklyn, natural 
juices and natural smoothies. 
The café also has free Wi-Fi, 
attracting many students. 
Roughly 20 to 20 people come 
to the café on a daily basis, 
said co-owner Chris Torres.

“Everybody’s trying to be 
healthier, trying to stay away 
from fast food,” Torres, 31, 
said. “And this neighborhood, 
unfortunately, it’s a lot of fast 
food. So what’s make us dif-
ferent is you can come here, 
you can get a natural juice or 
a healthy sandwich or a salad 
and feel better about what you 
just ate.”

Torres and co-owner Kevin 
Vasquez, 25, first met while 
playing soccer. They discussed 
soccer and healthy eating reg-
ularly and considered start-
ing their own soccer store on 
the Lower East Side. But when 
Vasquez’s father and brother 
bought Central Car Wash next 
door, they told them about the 
space and realized the café 
would be a better option.

“We realized that there was 
really no healthy option in the 
neighborhood so instead of 
opening up the soccer store, 
we figured, why not just pig-
gyback off of this business and 
open up a juice café?” Torres 
said.

The café uses natural in-
gredients, avoiding sugar in 
the smoothies and juices, and 
skips adding dressing to sal-
ads unless the customer wants 
it. They also offer wheat grass 
shots.

The Ginger Snap, which 
consists of carrot, beets, apple, 
pear, lemon and ginger, is the 

most popular item in the café. 
The Flash, which consists of 
yogurt, banana, strawberries 
and orange juice, and the Pure 
Green Fuel, which consists of 
pineapples, avocado, spinach, 
soy milk, flax seeds and ba-
nanas, are the most popular 
smoothies. The drip coffee, the 
breakfast sandwich and wrap 
and the blackened chicken 
sandwich are also popular 
among customers.

A 16-ounce juice costs $5, 
compared to $7 for a 20-ounce 
juice. Food items range from 
$4 for a fruit parfait up to 
$7.50 for some lunch options.  

A 16-ounce smoothie costs $6 
while a 20-ounce smoothie 
costs $7. Customized options 
are moderately priced, Torres 
said.

Customers say they appre-
ciate the friendly atmosphere, 
the music as well as the di-
verse and healthy options for 
food and drink.

Glendale resident and 
NYPD dispatcher Kristina 
Baez, 26, gets drinks at the café 
to help her get through her job, 
which requires her to work at 
night. Noting the breakfast op-
tions and the Clean Getaway 
juice as some of her favorites, 

she said the proximity to the 
car wash is a plus.

“It’s so perfect because 
when I want to get a car wash, 
I’ll literally come through the 
door, I’ll have breakfast here 
and then I’ll grab my car right 
outside and go park it,” Baez 
said.

And the café has attracted 
people from other neighbor-
hoods, too. Richmond Hill res-
ident Sharon Diaz, 33, who has 
been to the café three times, 
said she was struck by the 
owners’  willingness to cater 
to customers’ dietary needs, 
noting an occasion in which 
Torres made her a vegan wrap 
and a customized coffee.

“Even though it’s not on 
the menu, he customized it for 
me — made it a frappucino to 
my liking — and I thought that 
was pretty cool,” Diaz said.

She also appreciated the 
type of music played at the 
café, such as American hip-
hop group Wu Tang Clan.

“There was music being 
played that I hadn’t heard in 
a really long time that I really 
like,” she added.

By early 2015, the owners 
plan to expand the menu to in-
clude more food, smoothie and 
juice options. They also plan 
to open up more locations in 
Queens.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

 
Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A new 
Queens chapter of the national organization 
that empowers and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon to 
2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees $30, 
nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by Harvey 
G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@aol.
com or (718) 423-0427
BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization that 
allows only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join a chapter. BNI 

provides positive, supportive and structured 
environment to further business through 
word of mouth marketing. Contact chapter 
president Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty to join a 
chapter. BNI Provides positive, supportive and 

structured environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. Contact 
Lydie Pellissier, chapter president, to arrange 
a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., Fresh 
Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  

Relationships are built. Facilitator is Gayle 
Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, coordinator, 
leader and organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month
Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts the 
Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 

Business

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

BusinessBusiness

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Kristina Baez (l.) and Raw Juice Café co-owner Chris Torres chat at the newly opened Glendale restaurant. 
Photo by Madina Toure

Glendale eatery puts squeeze on junk food
Raw Juice Café brings fresh fruit beverages, smoothies to residents of southwest Queens
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signs welcoming passers-by 
with the slogan  “Queens — 
The World’s Borough.”

“Queens is hot and on the 
move and we’re thrilled by 
the growing attention and 
interest that the rest of the 
world has in this borough,” 
Katz’ spokesman Michael 
Scholl said in a statement. 
“Queens is home to dozens of 
great high-quality hotels that 
offer stays that are roughly 
$150-a-night cheaper than the 
rates you will find at similar 
properties in Manhattan.”

 He added, “We also en-
courage all tourism guide 
publishers, travel agents 
and anyone connected to the 
tourism industry to think of 
Queens when recommending 
places to stay in the New York 
City area.”

Despite the borough’s ho-
tels getting short shrift by 
Lonely Planet, many said 
Queens was cultivating a 
hospitality scene.

Rob McKay, Queens Tour-

ism Council Director, said 
hotel booms were beginning 
to alter the landscape in 
Long Island City, which tend 
to draw tourists from Europe 
and South America; in Flush-
ing, which attract Asian visi-
tors; and near the airports, 
which host mainly those on 
layovers and airline staff.

“I’ll take four hotels in 
Lonely Planet,” McKay said. 
“I don’t know what their for-
mula is. We have a lot more 
than four great hotels... but 
I’m grateful.”

Jim Esposito, president of 
the Gotham Hotel Group con-
sulting business, said spiral-
ing prices in Manhattan and 
gentrification across the East 
River have paved the way for 
hotel development in Queens 
and Brooklyn.

In particular, he said Long 
Island City seems to attract 
people in the city for business 
purposes who are looking for 
a bargain and groups host-
ing conventions and gather-
ings catering to certain eth-
nicities in neighborhoods, 
where they have carved out 
enclaves.

 He pointed out that the 
poll found that83 percent of 
blacks, 71 percent of Latinos 
and 45 percent of whites be-
lieve people of color are not 
treated fairly.

“In addition to the racial 
divides on these questions, 
there is also a strong parti-
san divide,” Greenberg said. 
“More than two-thirds of 
Democrats say the grand jury 
should have indicted, federal 
charges should have brought 
and people of color are treated 
unfairly in the criminal jus-
tice system.

 But among Republicans, 
who account for10 percent of 
New Yorkers, only 47 percent 
say the grand jury should have 
indicted, a majority say the 
feds should not bring charges 
and a majority say that people 
of color are treated fairly in 
the city’s criminal justice sys-
tem, Greenberg said.

 “Independents are much 
closer to Democrats on these 
issues than they are to Repub-
licans,” he noted.

By a 52-32 margin, New 
Yorkers approve of the way De 
Blasio is handling his job as 
mayor- virtually unchanged 
from 49-31 percent in April.

New Yorkers have confi-
dence in de Blasio’s ability to 
deal with a serious crisis by 
a 63-37 percent margin. By a 
64-30 percent margin they are 
confident in his ability to hire 
effective and competent peo-
ple in his administration.

Bratton, with an overall 
43-40 percent job approval, 
gets high marks from whites 
and Republicans but breaks 
even with Democrats and in-
dependents. He gets a thumbs-
down from a plurality of Lati-
nos and blacks.

New Yorkers are closely di-
vided 48-47 percent on whether 
De Blasio is focused on issues 
important to them — down 
from 58-37 percent in April. 
They continue to believe,  
however, that he cares about 
their problems, 64-33, down a 
little from 70-27 percent.

Continued from Page 4 

Poll
Continued from Page 5 

Planet
new schools and school rezon-
ing.

Other Council members 
agreed with Stavisky. City 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) said the focus should 
be on the underlying condi-
tions that affect children’s 
readiness for the test.

“We must refocus our ef-
forts on providing all of our 
middle schools with the neces-
sary resources to educate our 
children, and we must provide 
every student with the tools 
necessary to prepare for this 
test,” Koo said in a statement.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing), who graduated 
from Stuyvesant High School 
in 1993, said an insufficient 
number of students are aware 
of the exam.

“More students across the 
city need to know about this 
exam and need to have better 
preparation from a young age 
so that they would be able to 
perform well on an exam like 
this,” Meng said.

Continued from Page 7 

Schools

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

An exceptional shooting 
performance was long over-
due for Tahleek Weekes.

The senior guard is shoot-
ing the lights out at practice, 
but had not been able to carry 
it over into a game until now.

Weekes scored 26 points 
and connected on eight 3-point-
ers to lead Construction to a 
103–64 rout of Wadleigh at the 
Tri-State Classic High School 
Classic at Gauchos Gym Sun-
day. Weekes, who shot 8 of 15 
overall, had 21 points and sev-
en treys in the first half alone 
as the Red Hawks moved the 
ball crisply and precisely 
around the Wadleigh zone.

“It was about time,” Con-
struction coach Cory Semper 
said.

Weekes, who missed his 
first shot, said some extra 
warm-up time because Wa-
dleigh was late left him feel-
ing good about his shooting 
stroke. After his first make 
with 5:30 to go in the first 
quarter, he knew it was going 
to be some day.

“I missed the first one, but 
once I made the second one I 
knew that it was going to be 
good,” Weekes said. “I just 
started feeling it.”

He did it in the flow of the 
offense as Construction con-
tinually exploited the holes in 
the Wadleigh defense. The Ti-
gers were trying to play a box-
and-1 on Hofstra commit Jus-
tin Wright-Foreman. Weekes 
was constantly open in the 
corners, particularly on the 
left side. All Weekes did was 
keep making what was given 
to him. Getting him going 
from the outside will be key 
to freeing the driving lanes 
for Wright-Foreman and Kyle 
Allman.

“It just shows that there is 
more than one person on the 
team,” Wright-Foreman said.

Weekes’ performance was 
part of a good shooting night 
overall for Construction, 

which connected on 12 total 
shots from behind the arc. It 
shot 64 percent overall, 57 per-
cent from behind three, and 74 
percent from the field in the 
first half. Allman scored 26 
points and Wright-Foreman 
tallied 25.

Wadleigh led very early 
before Construction ripped off 
an 18-4 run that included four 
3-pointers. Weekes capped 
the spurt with a trey to give 
the Red Hawks (8-0) a 20-11 
lead with 3:47 to go in the first 
quarter. Construction posted 
a 17-0 second-quarter run, 
highlighted by an acrobatic 
3-point play from Allman, to 
go up 48-22 midway through 
the frame.

Construction is unbeaten 
through its first eight games. 
It serves as gentle reminder 
that it is one of the PSAL’s 
best teams despite losing key 
seniors and was last year’s 
Queens borough champion-
ship squad.

“It just shows everybody 
that we didn’t go anywhere,” 
Wright-Foreman said.

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO

Cassidy Khan showed no 
fear in the big moment with the 
game on the line.

The senior guard and her 
Francis Lewis girls’ basket-
ball teammates never gave 
up against South Shore in the 
rematch of last season’s PSAL 
Class AA city championship 
game. The defending champion 
Patriots kept themselves in po-
sition to win despite being out-
played for three quarters. Khan 
made sure that chance didn’t do 
to waste.

She made two free throws 
with no time left to give Francis 
Lewis a thrilling 71-70 road win 
Friday night.

With six seconds left, her 
frontcourt counterpart, senior 
guard Chi La Bady, fell to the 
floor to corral a poorly thrown 
inbound pass. Bady then found 
senior guard Robyn Francis 
with a pass and Francis quick-
ly dished it to an open Khan on 
the left wing.

She drove to the basket and 
was fouled as time expired. 
Khan stepped to the line with 
her team down 70-69 and hit 
both of her free throws to get 
the Patriots (4-0) a hard-fought, 
come-from-behind victory.

“We were down most of the 
game, but we came through,” 
Khan said. “It wasn’t just my 
two foul shots that put us over 
the top. My teammates kept the 
game close enough and it al-
lowed my two foul shots to win 
the game for us.”

The battle between the 
teams didn’t end there.

A brawl broke out among 
the squads after the postgame 
handshakes. When the fight 
began, fans from the bleachers 
rushed the court to both join 
in the fighting and to break up 
the scuffle. It was an ugly scene 
where the South Shore players 
had to be escorted out of the 
gym by school safety officers. 
The Francis Lewis players had 
to wait to leave the gym until 
they could be escorted out of 

the building to avoid another 
conflict.

“I didn’t see what hap-
pened,” Francis Lewis coach 
Steve Tsai said. “I was just con-
cerned for my girls. Someone 
said a punch was thrown. But 
my main thing was to just fo-
cus on us and make sure we do 
things the right way.”

His team struggled through 
the first three quarters. They 
are a smaller group and had 
difficulties dealing with South 
Shore’s 6-foot-3 senior forward 
Brianna Fraser. The Mary-
land commit scored 11 of her 17 

points in the first quarter. Her 
length and abilities in the low 
post got the Vikings (4-1) off to a 
fast start. Francis Lewis guard 
Dominique Williams led all 
scorers with 19 points.

Even though they seemed 
to be outplayed for most of the 
night, Francis Lewis entered 
the fourth quarter only down 
52-46. Something clicked in the 
final quarter for the Patriots, 
as they opened the quarter on 
a 10-4 run to tie the score at 56 
with five minutes left in the 
fourth, setting the stage for 
Khan’s clutch free throws.

Francis Lewis’ Chi LA Bady (1) battles down low against South Shore’s 
taller players for the ball.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Construction’s Wesley Nelson 
gains position of the ball 
and goes for the hoop.  

Photo by Caroll Alvarado

The wrath of Khan 
Two late free throws push Lewis past South Shore

Weekes shoots 
Hawks to win 



50    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, DEC. 19-25, 2014 BT FT TL

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO

St. John’s looked very de-
serving of its national rank-
ing by the time its rout of 
Fordham was over.

The 20th-ranked Red Storm 
struggled early, lost star ju-
nior forward Chris Obekpa 
to an ejection in the first half, 
but were still able to win in 
dominating fashion, 74-53, 
over Fordham by going with 
a smaller lineup in the MSG 
Holiday Festival at Madison 
Square Garden Sunday.

“I was pleased with the 
response of our team to the 
disappointment of the loss of 
Chris Obekpa and having Sir’ 
Dominic Pointer on the bench 
with foul trouble,” St. John’s 
head coach Steve Lavin said. 
“Those were the positives I 
thought we could pull out of 
today’s game.”

Add into that, sophomore 
guard Rysheed Jordan came 
off the bench for the Red Storm 
and had one of his best colle-
giate performances. He had 
a spectacular night shooting 
the ball and scored a game-
high 24 points. Jordan played 
just as well on the defensive 
end.

“Rysheed Jordan was 
lights out on both sides of the 
ball,” Lavin said. “I thought 

Rysheed played with poise and 
made excellent choices. He 
played a near-perfect game. I 
really like the way he is play-
ing, but it is not as though he 
has ever been in a place where 
I wasn’t aware of his ability.”

The key to the dominant 
victory was their ability to 
force and capitalize on Ford-
ham turnovers. They made 
the Rams cough up the ball 20 
times and scored 28 points off 
of them. D’Angelo Harrison 
added 22 points for St. John’s.

Eric Paschall led Fordham 
(3-5) with 14 points.

The Red Storm (8-1) got off to 
a rocky start as they struggled 
for the game’s first 10 minutes 
and trailed by as much as six 
to an inexperienced Fordham 
team. In the next 10 minutes of 
the half, the Red Storm surged 
ahead, even with the loss of 
Obekpa to an ejection after he 
committed his second techni-
cal foul with three minutes 
left in the first half. St. John’s 
then turned to a four-guard 

lineup and the full court press 
that frustrated the Rams.

“When CO (Chris Obekpa) 
was out, we went to our press 
and that caused a little but of 
trouble for them,” Harrison 
said. “They threw a few out 
of bounds and turned some 
balls over. We turned the heat 
up on defense and were able to 
get some stops out of that as 
well.”

St. John’s carried the mo-
mentum over from the first 
half with a 32-8 run after 
Obekpa’s ejection. The Red 
Storm controlled the second 
half, continuing to force turn-
overs as the Rams shot just 
9-for-24 from the field and 
2-for-14 from beyond the arc.

“Coach stressed playing 
better defense in the second 
half,” Harrison said. “We 
picked it up towards the end 
of first half, that’s the style of 
basketball we play. We got to a 
slow start today, but we closed 
it out in the second half to get 
the win.”

S
amir Doughty’s chance 
to leave a lasting impres-
sion on the New York 
City hoops community 

was far from a smashing suc-
cess.

The St. John’s Univer-
sity men’s basketball commit 
and Math Civics & Science 
guard tallied 14 points, four 
rebounds, four steals and two 
blocks in his team’s 91-55 loss 
to Abraham Lincoln at the Tri-
State Classic High School Clas-
sic Sunday night at Gauchos 
Gym. The 6-foot-3, 180-pound 
Philadelphia guard was less 
concerned with how he played 
in New York City, but more that 
his team struggled in a loss.

“It’s not frustrating that 
we played in New York City 
and lost, but right now all we 
can do is get back in the gym,” 
Doughty said.

St. John’s lone 2015 signee 
is capable of monster num-
bers. He scored a career-high 
47 points, grabbed 12 rebounds 
and dished out five assists in a 
win over Elmer L. Meyers Sat-
urday. Lincoln’s overall length 
and athleticism gave him little 
room to work. He tried to de-
fer to his teammates, but Nick 
Jones at 11 points was the only 
other player to score in double 
figures.

“They played good help de-
fense on me.” Doughty said of 
Lincoln. “They double-teamed 
me to get the ball out of my 
hands. My other teammates 
need to help me out.”

Still, you saw some flash-
es of what makes Doughty a 
promising prospect. He can 
affect the game on both ends of 
the floor and is an underrated 
passer. Doughty made 3’s and 

got to the basket and the free 
throw line. Defensively, he can 
block shots and rebound when 
he is aggressive. Doughty also 
showed character because he 
easily could have declined to 
talk to this media member af-
ter a frustrating loss, but came 
out politely and answered ev-

ery question I had.
Doughty said Lincoln’s 

physical play didn’t bother 
him and his teammates, but 
the frustration was notice-
able. He was in the referees’ 
ear more than once to make 
his case for fouls by the second 
half and even picked up a tech-

nical. Lincoln knew it had to 
shut him down to win.

“We wanted to make a state-
ment, him coming here going 
to St. John’s,” Lincoln junior 
forward Jahlil Tripp said. 
“Coach (Kenny Pretlow) told 
us to ignore all the hype and 
lock him down, and we did.”

While this trip to New York 
City wasn’t the pleasant one, 
he is looking forward to his fu-
ture here. Doughty is a big fan 
of Red Storm coach Steve Lavin 
and the team’s up-tempo style. 
He talks to fellow Philly guard 
Ryseed Jordan often and has 
enjoyed watching St. John’s 
get off to an 8-1 star and garner 
a national ranking. Doughty 
wants to continue that success 
when he arrives.

“I like playing in New York 
and I like playing at The Gar-
den,” he said. “The majority of 
the games are at The Garden. I 
like playing on big stages.”

He will get plenty more 
chances to impress the five 
borough’s fans.

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Math Civics and Sciences wing Samir Dougherty, a St. John’s University 
recruit scored 14 points in a loss to Abraham Lincoln last week.  

Photo by Caroll Alvarado

St. John's Sir'Dominic Pointer slams home the ball over Fordham's Chris 
Sengfelder (l.) during the ECAC Holiday Festival Game at Madison Square 
Garden Sunday. Photo by Robert Cole

Doughty’s big performances in NYC still to come

Nationally ranked SJU handles Fordham
Rysheed Jordan was lights out on both 

sides of the ball. I thought Rysheed played 
with poise and made excellent choices. He 

played a near-perfect game.
St. John’s head coach Steve Lavin
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The thought of going to prep 
school didn’t sit well with C.J. 
Davis initially.

The former Archbishop 
Molloy star point guard was 
surprised when the men’s bas-
ketball staff at Columbia Uni-
versity asked him to do a post 
graduate year to better prepare 
him to be a student athlete at 
the Ivy League school. It’s be-
cause attending prep school in 
most situations usually means 
a student didn’t academically 
qualify.

That isn’t the case for Da-
vis, but it still raised questions 
from those who followed his 
career when he wasn’t on the 
Lions’ roster.

“At first, I was really mad,” 
he said. “I really didn’t want to 
do to prep school. The general 
idea of it I wasn’t really fond 
of.”

Columbia helped him land 
at the Peddie School in New 
Jersey and Davis, who is a 
week into the season with the 
Falcons, is embracing the ben-
efits of being there. It’s going to 
make him a better player and 

gave him an early taste of what 
college life will be like, he be-
lieves. His focus is school and 
basketball with limited dis-
tractions.

“I actually saw a difference 
between a prep school that is 
basketball-oriented and a good 
prep school that benefits you,” 
Davis said.

He plans on still heading to 
Columbia after the year is up, 
believing it’s still the best situ-
ation for him. Davis did briefly 
ponder the idea of trying to go 
to a different college to avoid 
prep school. Doing so in the 
late spring and early summer 
just didn’t make sense with 
most programs having their 
scholarships filled.

“I didn’t want to look at oth-
er colleges and then they don’t 
put me on their list because 
they have other recruits sign-
ing at the time,” he said.

Davis was an All-Queens 

first team selection by the 
TimesLedger Newspapers last 
season. He averaged 16 points 
per contest and was a triple-
double threat each time he took 
to the floor. The immediate 
impact of the Peddie Schools 
is getting him in better shape 
physically. Mentally, Davis 
has recovered from the initial 
shock of his college detour.

He follows Columbia’s 
games closely and has already 
attended one in person. Davis 
tuned in to watch the Lions fall 
to top-ranked Kentucky 56-46 
Dec. 10. He planned on being 
right there with them this sea-
son, but is making the most 
out of the opportunity in front 
of him.

“I think this will help me 
a lot, just living on your own, 
getting used to hard practices 
and working hard everyday,” 
Davis said. “It’s really helping 
me.”

Former Molloy guard C.J. Davis (l.) is spending season at the Peddie School 
before heading to Columbia University. Photo by William Thomas

Former Molloy star taking career detour 
I think this will help me a lot, just living on 
your own, getting used to hard practices 

and working hard everyday.
C.J. Davis

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.
LIVE UNITED

LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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and others. 
F&T Group could not be 

reached for comment.
Although elected officials 

and community leaders have 
been working together on the 
issue, Stavisky said more re-
mains to be done.

“The solution from DOT 
is not a six-month traffic sur-
vey,” Stavisky said. “It’s a 
quick response to that very in-
clusive Nov. 24 letter and inci-
dentally the fellows who drive 
the buses.”

Ikhwan Rim, president of 
the Union Street Merchants 
Association, said businesses 

in the area have lost up to 50 
percent of their customers and 
that roughly 30 businesses in 
the area have closed over the 
last three months. He said the 
DOT should have taken action 
sooner.

“The construction started 
almost nine months ago and 
it was approved one year ago,” 
Rim said. “Don’t you think 
they should do studies before 
this happened?”

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) said pressure from 
elected officials and commu-
nity leaders has woken up the 
developer and the DOT.

“It’s very frustrating for 
both pedestrians and drivers 
and so I think that now the De-
partment of Transportation, 

the developers are more aware 
of the problem,” Meng said. 
“Hopefully, they will do what 
they can and what they should 
do to alleviate the situation.”

The DOT is conducting 
signal studies to determine 
whether the agency should 
install  stop signs or traffic sig-
nals in the area, according to a 
DOT spokesman .

“We are conducting several 
signal studies with results an-
ticipated in the coming weeks, 
and we are also reviewing the 
contractor’s permits with re-
gards to pedestrian movement 
and traffic management,” the 
DOT spokesman  wrote in an 
email. 

 

alty if the complaint if proven 
to be false.”

Lynch added, “If this Coun-
cil is interested in really im-
proving police community 
relations, let them introduce 
a bill requiring complaints to 
be sworn under penalty of per-
jury that will help to separate 
real complaints from flat out 
harassment of arresting offi-
cers.”

But Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said, “The Council takes its 
oversight role over the NYPD 
seriously. Good community-

police relations are essen-
tial to having a strong police 
force.”

In a statement, a spokes-
man for the Department of 
Investigation’s office of the 
NYPD Inspector General said, 
“We look forward to receiving 
the City Council request. For 
several months, [DOI’s office] 
has been reviewing questions 
related to the use of force and, 
specifically, chokeholds. We do 
not discuss our investigations 
until they are complete.”

The PBA also posted a note 
on its website called “Don’t In-
sult My Sacrifice,” asking its 
members to sign it requesting 
“Mayor [Bill] de Blasio and 
Melissa Mark-Viverito refrain 

from attending my funeral 
services in the event that I am 
killed in the line of duty.”

“The City Council will be 
taking a comprehensive look 
at the steps we can take to find 
a positive outcome from the 
tragic events which led to the 
death of Eric Garner,” Mark-
Viverito said. “The over-
whelming majority of NYPD 
officers serve honorably and 
with great distinction every 
day and these reforms are 
about ensuring the actions of 
a few don’t malign the whole.”

The Progressive Caucus of 
the Council blasted the PBA’s 
efforts “to illustrate an adver-
sarial relationship between 
the administration, the Legis-

lature and the essential, pub-
lic servicemen in the NYPD.”

They pointed out that the 
PBA’s request to “exclude 
elected officials, who have ad-
vocated on behalf of police of-
ficers, are detrimental to com-
munity unity.”

Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Laurelton), co-
chairman of the caucus, de-
scribed as “troubling” the 
police union’s petition against 
the mayor and the speaker.

“The police must partner 
with legislators to ensure that 
all New Yorkers are treated 
with respect in accordance to 
the law,” he said. “If we fail to 
stand united on issues such as 
police accountability, it will 

become increasingly difficult 
to achieve the needed reforms 
in the system that justice de-
mands.”

And Councilman I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans), said the 
de Blasio administration and 
the City Council “have clearly 
displayed a value for working 
people and, in particular, pub-
lic employees, many of whom 
provide critical services to the 
residents of New York City.”

He added, “any implication 
to the contrary would be dis-
ingenuous at best.”

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4564.

said the installation of the 
wrong ad in Weprin’s district 
“was an error. And we are go-
ing to correct that.”     

The ad picturing Gunn, 
who appeared in the movie 
“Sex and the City 2” and the 
series “How I met your moth-
er,” reads, “Carriage drivers 
have been filmed spewing all 
kinds of racist, sexist, and 
homophobic taunts at anyone 
who dares express concern for 
the unfortunate horses forced 
to dodge buses and cabs every 
day.”

Weprin said he has not 
seen the ad. He did not go by 
his district office on Tuesday 
and Wednesday because he 
was working in his City Hall 
office. On Wednesday, the 
Council held a stated meet-
ing.  . 

The lawmaker, however, 
said he could not support the 
ban unless there is a viable 
replacement for the industry 
and its 300 horse carriage 
drivers, many of whom live in 
northeast Queens.

“This is my position on the 
ban, but it is also the position 
of the majority of the district,” 
he said.

Weprin said that his con-
stituents, in an informal poll, 
support the industry by 2-1. 

“I am not in the business of 
killing jobs, but in the business 
of creating jobs and creating 
more economic development 
for the city,” the councilman 
said in an interview.

He said that “there is no 
reason to believe the horses in 
the industry are being abused 
because there are a lot of regu-
lations in place.” 

The campaign also is put-
ting pressure on Koo from ac-
tress Anjelica Huston.

The Huston ads reads, 

“It’s surprising to me that a 
city known for its progressive 
spirit still allows this cruel 
and dangerous tourist trap. 
Dozens of accidents over the 
past few years highlight the 
immense safety hazard and 
lack regulation of this indus-
try.”   

Koo could not be reached 
for comment. 

According to both animal 
rights groups, they began this 
week to put up the posters on 
bus shelters located by the se-
lect Council members’ district 
offices. The ads features a 
horse which died on a Manhat-
tan street in 2011, PETA and 
NYCLASS said. The ads at the 
bus shelter locations will be in 
place until Jan. 15, the spokes-
woman for PETA said. 

The City Council is divided 
over the controversial propos-
al. Banning the industry was 
one of the mayor’s firm cam-
paign promises.

At the time he introduced 
the bill, Dromm said he, and 
animal rights groups, in-
cluding PETA, stand “in this 
struggle against animal cru-
elty.”

The other sponsor of the 
individualized ad campaign, 
is NYCLASS, the nonprofit 
group that pushed for the 
horse-drawn carriage ban 
during the 2013 mayoral cam-
paign, attacking de Blasio’s 
main rival, former City Coun-
cil Speaker Christine Quinn.  

The only exception to al-
low for the use horse-drawn 
carriages would be on parades 
or during filming of movies or 
shows. 

The legislation would not 
come to a vote at least until 
the summer, after the bill un-
dergoes a six-month environ-
mental review.

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4564.

of staff in Halloran’s City 
Council office.

Tabone needed new counsel 
because the judge denied his 
prior attorney Deborah Misir’s 
request for an adjournment to 
accommodate her pregnancy 
and planned maternity leave.

With the counsel lineup 
agreed upon, Karas scheduled 
Halloran’s sentencing for Jan. 
21.

A jury found the former 
northeast Queens legislator 
guilty this summer on five 
counts stemming from two 
separate schemes. Halloran 
was convicted of negotiating 
alleged bribes to borough GOP 

leaders in exchange for the or-
ganizations giving state Sen. 
Malcolm Smith (D-Hollis) con-
sent to run on the Republican 
line in the 2013 mayoral elec-
tions. He also was convicted 
of plotting to direct discre-
tionary city money to a sham 
charity run by FBI operatives 
he believed were wealthy de-
velopers willing to contribute 
to his failing Congressional 
campaign.

Halloran’s case was severed 
from Tabone’s and Smith’s this 
summer when their attorneys 
successfully sought mistrials. 
They argued the government 
had failed to hand over hours 
of conversation and text mes-
sages in Yiddish and English 
captured from a wiretap on a 
cooperating witness’ phone 

ahead of the trial.
Prosecutors allege Smith 

orchestrated a ploy to bribe his 
way onto the Republican line, 
in part, by allegedly steering 
$500,000 in state funding to 
a pseudo real estate project 
in exchange for its recipients 
agreeing to pony up his sus-
pected bribes.

Smith has maintained his 
innocence.

Prosecutors contend Tab-
one, who was vice chairman of 
the Queens Republican Party, 
allegedly accepted a $25,000 
bribe to help Smith in his 
quest the GOP ticket.

Tabone, too, has claimed he 
is innocent.

He and Smith’s trial was 
scheduled to begin Jan. 5 in 
White Plains.

Continued from Page 1 

Halloran
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Weprin
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Flushing
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Lynch

of their current physical loca-
tion regardless of precinct or 

borough boundaries,” Bratton 
wrote.

The commissioner also 
denied another of Peralta’s 
observations that “the 110th 
enforces the law more strin-
gently than the 115th, leading 

to a disproportionate glut of 
vendors on the 115th side.”

Bratton said commanders 
at both precincts said it was 
not so.

Continued from Page 4 
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Services:
- Sales and leasing of any new / used car
- Full pick up and delivery services ( domestic & internat’l )
- Special fi nancing and leasing arrangements
- Full concierge services
- Full service customized ( audio, wheels, etc. )

Looking for a particular vehicle in NY? Allow Dancy 
Automotive Group to locate the car of your dreams

Understanding the lifestyles of today’s consumer, we have mastered 
the concept of customer service. Founded on honesty and integrity, 
we will continue to be leaders in our industry.

NO FEES! JUST ADD TAX AND TAGS! MUST FINANCE WITH DEALER. PRICE INCLUDES CUSTOMER LOYALTY REBATE. THANK YOU 
FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO EARN YOUR BUSINESS. Monthly payment based on down payment of $3995. Financed for 75 months at 2.9% 
APR. All Payments exclude taxes & DMV fees. All Payments include customer loyalty rebate. Must be approved through primary lender. Severity 
and credit may affect down payment and terms. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Exp. 12-31-14 Not responsible for typo errors. 

105 Northern Blvd. Great Neck, NY 11021
888-594-9380

www.dancyautomot ive .com
DMV# 7114556

NOW OPEN
7 DAYS!

Holiday Raffle!
Join us for our holiday raffl e. We will 
be giving away iPads, 40” Smart TVs, 

iPods and $25 gift cards

EVERY WEEKEND!*
*Must take delivery of the car same day.

2011 Nissan Altima SL
Stk#177128, auto, 4 cyl, back up camera, 49,616 miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$139
BUY IT FOR

$14,995

2008 Lexus GS 350
Stk#016680, moonrf, lthr, auto, alloy whls, 54,000 miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$229
BUY IT FOR

$18,743

2010 Mercedes-Benz E350
Stk#065153, navigation,  moonrf, leather, 50k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$305
BUY IT FOR

$23,898

2009 Mercedes-Benz GL550
Stk#482939, navigation,  DVD, leather, 82,137 miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$347
BUY IT FOR

$26,776

2010 BMW 535i
Stk#U64284, tech/cold pkg, moonrf, lthr, alloys, 51,741 miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$379
BUY IT FOR

$28,996

2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee SRT-8
Stk#43900, auto, V8, p/w/l/st/b, keyless entry, 22,338 miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$585
BUY IT FOR

$43,900

2006 Mercedes Benz S65 AMG
Stk#474312, moonroof, leather, 66,561 miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$279
BUY IT FOR

$21,966

per mo.
75 mos.

2011 Porsche Cayenne
Stk#A45058, moonroof, leather, 50,782 miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$499
BUY IT FOR

$37,329

per mo.
75 mos.

2011 Dodge Challenger R/T
Stk#504902, V-8, 6 spd Hemi, 18k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$259
BUY IT FOR

$20,988

per mo.
75 mos.

2009 Range Rover SUPERCHARGED
Stk#300749, Strut pkg, V8, 19k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$519
BUY IT FOR

$38,567

per mo.
75 mos.

2012 Cadillac Escalade
Stk#101633, navigation, lthr, auto, V8, 36,424 miles 

F I N A N C E  F O R

$525
BUY IT FOR

$38,998

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

2012 Acura RDX
Stk#001117, moonrf, lthr, auto, 4 cyl Turbo, 38,353 miles 

F I N A N C E  F O R

$259
BUY IT FOR

$21,295

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.
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