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BY JUAN SOTO

Fashion guru and actor 
Tim Gunn wants City Coun-
cilman Mark Weprin (D-
Oakland Gardens) to sup-
port Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
ban on the horse-drawn 
carriage industry. And An-
gelica Huston is targeting 

Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) seeking the same 
support.

Gunn appears in the lat-
est citywide campaign blitz 
put into place by the People 
for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals  and New Yorkers 
for Clean, Livable and Safe 
Streets  asking constituents 

in Weprin’s district to call 
his office and urge him to 
support the bill introduced 
by City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
that calls for a ban in the in-
dustry by next summer.  

The only problem is that 
Gunn is not the celebrity 
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BY BILL PARRY

Members of the Elmhurst 
United Civic Association ap-
proached state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Flushing) to enlist his help in 

fighting against permanent status 
for the homeless shelter in the for-
mer Pan American Hotel at 79-00 
Queens Blvd.

After taking a tour of the Bou-
levard Family Residence soon af-

terward, one in which he was not 
allowed to speak to any of the resi-
dents, Avella joined a dozen mem-
bers of the association in denounc-
ing the city’s plans at the facility 
Friday.

The chairman of the Senate’s 
Social Services Committee said 
there was a sense of urgency to 
act six months after the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services began 
moving homeless families into the 
shelter with no warning to the sur-
rounding community or elected of-
ficials, especially now that the city 
is about to sign a contract with Sa-
maritan Village.

“It is an outrage to take an 
abandoned hotel, warehouse 
homeless families inside it, ig-
nore shocking(yes)  City Code and 
HPD violations, waste an exorbi-
tant amount of taxpayers dollars 
in the process, and then award a 
$42 million contract to a question-
able-at-best organization, making 
the entire situation permanent,” 
Avella said. “I understand the vi-
tal importance of addressing our 
growing homeless population and 
I am committed to working to re-
solve these issues. However, this 
cannot be at the expense of home-
less families and children or the 
community as a whole. We must 
look to fix this broken system, not 
warehouse those people that need 
our help most.”

Avella also noted that the cost 

LIGHTS, SANTA, ACTION!

Grabbing a quick snack before the show, members of the Fresh Meadows’ American and Dance & Drama Studio per-
formed at the Mets’ first Winter Fest at Citi Field  Ready to rock are (from l.) Kaylee Baus, Isabella Castillo, Sara 
Pellicane and Alexa Pellicane.   Photo by Michael Shain

BY BILL PARRY

A proposal to unite Roosevelt 
Avenue under one precinct com-
mand has been rejected by Police 
Commissioner Bill Bratton.

The idea, put forward by 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst), would have ended the 
division divide of the busy busi-
ness corridor, which has the 115th 
Precinct command the northern 
side while the 110th covers the 
southern side.

“A dividing line running miles 
down the center of a busy street 
makes no sense and almost cer-
tainly stretches resources thin,” 
Peralta wrote in a letter to the 
commissioner last month.

The senator added that the split 
made it more difficult to institute 
community policing measures 
when smaller neighborhood en-
claves are cut in half.

“Although I would certainly 
not hesitate to initiate the process 
of realigning these boundaries if 
necessary,” Bratton responded, “I 
believe the long-established bound-
aries along Roosevelt Avenue have 
not impeded our efforts to reduce 

BY JUAN SOTO

Capt. George Tilly would be proud of the con-
struction underway at the Jamaica Hills park 
that bears his name.

The city Parks Department began a $2.4 mil-
lion project to remove the invasive species in the 
northern area of the public park that are eroding 

The bus-shelter ad campaign targets 
Mark Weprin, but the sponsors installed 
the wrong poster near his district office. 

Photo by Michael Shain

Avella joins fi ght against shelter
State senator says Pan Am Hotel not suitable as permanent home for families

Continued on Page 13

Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 14
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Two precincts
to still oversee
Roosevelt Ave.

Carriage foes target WeprinJamaica Hills park gets
$2.4M face-lift from city 
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198-29 HORACE HARDING EXP. FRESH MEADOWS
(LOCATED NEAR THE BLUEBAY DINER, NEXT TO WALDBAUM’S)

RED TAG ITEMS EXCLUDED FROM ALL PROMOTIONS. ONLY VALID WITH ADVERTISEMENT.  
ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.

FR A N N Y LE W
WI N E & LI Q U O R
LARGEST SELECTION OF WINE & SPIRITS IN QUEENS

Holiday Specials

BLACKSTONE 
MERLOT

JOHNNIE WALKER
RED

OYSTER BAY
SAUVIGNON BLANC

RUFFINO CHIANTI
CLASSICO RIVERSA  

DUCALE TAN

$15.99
750 ML.

750 ML. 1.75 LTR.

750 ML.

SVEDKA 
VODKA

1.75 LTR.

$17.99

MARTINI & ROSSI
ASTI SPUMANTI

750 ML.

$10.99

$5.99

SANTA MARGHERITA
PINOT GRIGIO

750 ML.

$18.99

JOHNNIE WALKER BLUE

750 ML.

$159.99

WOODBRIDGE
ALL TYPES

I.5 L.

$9.99

$31.99

STAG’S LEAP
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

ARTEMIS

750 ML.
$44.99

SILVER OAK
ALEXANDER VALLEY

750 ML.

$49.99

$8.99

APOTHIC 
RED

750 ML.
$7.99

BAILEY’S 
GIFT SET

750 ML.

$23.99

JOHNNIE WALKER  
DOUBLE BLACK

750 ML.
$36.99

LOUIS MARTINI  
SONOMA CABERNET

750 ML.
$10.49

CAVIT
PINOT GRIGIO

1.5 LTR.

$10.99

ROBERT MONDAVI 
PRIVATE SELECTION 

ALL TYPES

$7.99
750 ML.

YELLOW TAIL
ALL TYPES

$8.99
1.5 LTR.

CONCHA Y TORRO
FRONTERA

ALL TYPES

$6.99
1.5 L.

KENDALL JACKSON
CHARDONNAY

$9.99
750 ML.

$10 OFF
Any Liquor Purchase of $100 or More

NOW THROUGH JANUARY 4, 2015. EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERNOW THROUGH JANUARY 4, 2015. EXCLUDES RED TAG ITEMS

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

W
IN

E
 SA

L
E

10% OFF
15% OFF
20% OFF

2 Bottles
or More
6 Bottles
or More
12 Bottles
or More

WISHING ALL OUR CUSOMERS & NEIGHBORS A SAFE AND HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON

15% OFF  OUR SELECTION OF OVER 100 CHARDONNAYS

 
BLUE TAG SALE:

PURCHASE ANY 2 BLUE TAG ITEMS  

& RECEIVE 

15% OFF
ASSORT 12 BOTTLES &  RECEIVE 

25% OFF

CHARDONNAY  SALE:
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BY BILL PARRY

The MTA blames three main-
tenance supervisors and a track 
inspector for their roles in an F 
train derailment in Woodside 
back in May that injured 30 rid-
ers.

In a final report issued Fri-
day, the agency said the workers 
missed “several minor defects 
in track components present 
at the point of derailment” and 
that New York City Transit has 
changed its inspection protocols 
to ensure rail defects are appro-
priately identified and repaired.

“Nothing is more important 
than providing the safest trans-
portation possible for our custom-
ers and employees, so determining 
the cause of this derailment was a 
top priority for us,” NYC Transit 

President Carmen Bianco said. 
“We immediately took corrective 
action to ensure we always focus 
on identifying and correcting 

track defects. This will minimize 
the risk of future derailments.”

Investigators found that a met-
al plate and fasteners under the 
rail had been broken for at least 
a year before the derailment but 
was not replaced. When the eight-
car F train derailed shortly after 
10 a.m. May 2 as it headed toward 
Manhattan on the express track 
south of the Jackson Heights-
Roosevelt Avenue station, under 
Broadway at 60th Street, a 7-foot, 
11-inch section of a rail fractured 
beneath the train as it traveled at 
40 mph.

Nearly 1,000 straphangers 
were safely evacuated by city res-
cue services. A total of 30 riders 

and two employees reported mi-
nor injuries, and the damage was 
valued at more than $2 million, 
according to the report.

Additionally, the tie beneath 
the plate was in poor condition, 
part of the rail that broke was 
not installed correctly and a bolt 
required to secure a joint bar un-
derneath the rail was missing, the 
report said.

 “Individually none of them 
was capable of causing derail-
ment, but the combination of de-
fects in one location was the most 
likely cause of the derailment,” 
the finding concluded.

New York City Transit’s com-
prehensive track inspection 
program requires every inch of 
mainline track to be walked and 
inspected by trained personnel 
twice a week, and by supervisors 
twice a month.

The report found that Divi-
sion of Track personnel did not 
identify, document and correct 

the track defect at that location, 
either during regular inspections 
or when the two prior broken rails 
were replaced. They also did not 
adequately investigate the under-
lying causes of the broken rails.

Disciplinary action is being 
pursued against the three mainte-
nance supervisors and the track 
inspector for their roles in the de-
railment.

Department of Subways Senior 
Vice President Joseph Leader 
said, “We have quickly taken cor-
rective action, and we will contin-
ue to embrace new technologies 
and continuously improve our 
track maintenance activities.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4538.

BY JUAN SOTO

About 100 York College 
students staged a “die-in” 
Monday to vent their frus-
tration over the Eric Gar-
ner case and other instanc-
es where unarmed civilians 
died in confrontations with 
the police.

The “die-in” at the Ja-
maica campus, with the 
presence of five faculty 
members, took place just 
two days before the final 
examination period was to 
begin this week.

Some of the students 
wore “I can’t breath” T-
shirts, in reference to Gar-
ner’s words as he slumped 
to the sidewalk while being 
arrested for selling loose 
cigarettes.

The students and facul-
ty who attended the peace-
ful rally to protest police-
involved deaths chanted 
“Black Lives Matter” and 
“I Can’t Breathe” along the 
way. They lay down on Guy 
Brewer Boulevard, located 
just outside the main cam-
pus, blocking traffic for sev-
eral minutes.

The “die-in” in down-
town Jamaica came days 

after the relations between 
the police, the mayor and 
the City Council grew very 
tense.

“York College is proud of 

its students and the commu-
nity for demonstrating their 
awareness of current events 
and through their partici-
pation making a statement 

of the need for justice in the 
Queens communities and 
the nation,” said Panayiotis 
Meleties, the school’s acting 
provost.

And in the First Baptist 
Church in East Elmhurst, 
Julissa Ferraras (D-East 
Elmhurst) help a prayer 
for justice for Garner with 

several elected officials, 
community leaders and 
residents.

In response to Gar-
ner’s chokehold death, the 
City Council is asking the 
NYPD inspector general to 
investigate how the depart-
ment tracks and monitors 
abuses by cops.

Queens resident Pat 
Lynch, president of the Pa-
trolmen’s Benevolent As-
sociation, was outraged by 
the Council’s proposal.

“Frankly, I am disgusted 
with the double talk coming 
out of this City Council,” he 
said. “They praised police 
with words and then take 
actions that clearly dem-
onstrate their true lack of 
support for the very people 
who protect them and make 
their communities safer.”

He pointed out the Coun-
cil’s proposal to set up spac-
es in Council members’ 
offices for the Civilian 
Complaint Review Board 
to take complaints from 
citizens “are not worth the 
paper they are written on 
because anyone can file the 
most baseless, sensational 
complaint without fear of 
pen

Students at York College in downtown Jamaica lie down on Guy Brewer Boulevard to protest and demand justice for Eric Garner and oth-
er victims of fatal police confrontations with unarmed civilians. Photo courtesy York College

York stages ‘die-in’ as tension rises
PBA attacks de Blasio, City Council amid public debate over confrontations with police

Three mainenance supervisors 
and a track inspector are blamed 
for an F train derailment in May. 

Photo by MTA/Patrick Cashin

MTA to discipline four workers in F train derailment 
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$CASH$$CASH$

New Loft Space accommodates 50 guests
Live Jazz Dinner music every Friday & Saturday 6–9pm

For more information and reservations call 718-945-0202

Visit us on the web at kennedysbreezypoint.com

Kennedy’s
Breezy Point

RE-OPENS AFTER HURRICANE SANDY

DINNER SERVED 
Tuesday–Thursday 5–10pm  Friday and Saturday 5–11pm

Sunday 4–9pm  CLOSED MONDAY

Now accepting reservations

RESERVE NOW FOR 
HOLIDAY PARTIES!

Open Christmas Eve & New Years Eve 
Closed Christmas Day

Starting Tuesday Dec 16 

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS: 

718-945-0202

LUNCH MENU RESUMING

BY JUAN SOTO

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside) wants 
to restrict the use of drones 
and establish no-fly zones 
for the devices.

The lawmaker intro-
duced a bill that would ban 
the use of drones within a 
5-mile ratio of the city’s air-
ports, unless the operator 
has the authorization from 
the airport and air traffic 
control, and within a  quar-
ter mile of schools, houses 
of worship and hospitals.

The legislation would 
also ban the use of un-
manned flying objects for 
surveillance or to carry 
weapons or dangerous in-
struments.  

“Drone technology is 
rapidly advancing and 
quickly becoming more 
available and affordable,” 
Vallone said. The city, he 
pointed out, “can regulate 
drones now without wait-
ing for the Federal Aviation 
Administration to update 
federal regulations or for a 
tragedy to happen.”

Last summer, a drone al-
most collided with a NYPD 
helicopter flying over the 

George Washington Bridge. 
And other near-misses were 
reported by pilots of passen-
ger carriers approaching 
Kennedy Airport.

There was also a drone 
spotted around the Queens-
boro Bridge.

“I believe this bill takes 
a pragmatic and compre-
hensive approach to regu-
lating unmanned aerial 
vehicles and will ultimately 
make our city safer,” Val-
lone said. “The unchecked 
growth has spurred signifi-
cant security and privacy 
concerns as well as resulted 
in many close-call incidents 
with commercial and city 
air traffic.” 

The use of these objects 
is resulting, the lawmaker 
said, “in the rampant pro-
liferation of drones in the 
city’s airspace.”

Council members Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Middle 
Village), Karen Koslowitz 
(D-Forest Hills), Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens), 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) and Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing), among oth-
ers, signed the bill as co-
sponsors. 

The bill does not affect 

the operation of these de-
vices by city agencies. The 
legislation also calls for re-
striction on the times, loca-
tions and altitudes at which 
the drones can be operated. 
For instance, the bill pro-
hibits the use of these flying 
objects at any altitude be-
yond 400 feet above ground 
level.

Vallone said his office 
has been working closely 
and getting input from the 
Queens district attorney.  

If the City Council passes 
the bill, violators of the new 
guidelines face fines of up to 
$1,000 and a year in prison. 

And last month, Sen. 
Charles Schumer (D-NY) 
called on the FAA to regu-
late the use of commercial 
drones because of the near-
misses between the small 
flying objects and passen-
ger planes at JFK.

The legislator said, “It 
is clear that commercial 
drone use has crossed over 
from unregulated to poten-
tially deadly.” 

Reach reporter Juan Soto 
by e-mail at jsoto@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Paul Vallone introduced a bill to regulate the use of drones, banning them from flying within a quar-
ter of a mile of schools and hospitals.  Kike Calvo/AP

Paul Vallone wants  
drone restrictions
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BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio, for-
mer Mayor David Dinkins, 
and hundreds of current and 
former city leaders, family 
and friends joined Peter Val-
lone, Sr. to celebrate his 80th 
birthday with a surprise par-
ty at City Hall. The first and 
longest serving City Council 
speaker was overjoyed to see 
his former colleagues.

“It was a little disconcert-
ing to have so many turn 
out and see how old I’ve be-
come,” Vallone said. “I was 
overwhelmed to see so many 
old friends in one place. It 
was really heartwarming.”

To mark the occasion a 
portrait of the former speak-
er was unveiled and hung in 
the Members Lounge. 

“That portrait is impor-
tant,” Vallone said. “Not to 
me but to all the City Coun-
cil members now and in the 
future. It stands for the in-
dependence of the Council 

and when they look at that 
portrait, they’ll be reminded 
that I led the fight to become 
an independent and an equal 
partner in government, that 
Council members are no lon-
ger agents for the mayor.”

When Vallone first went 
to the City Council to repre-
sent Astoria in 1974, he be-
gan a 15-year battle against 
the Board of Estimate. He 
won a Supreme Court ruling 
in 1989 that abolished the 
board and changed the way 
the city works.

“When they declared that 
damn thing unconstitution-
al, it changed the city,” Val-
lone said. “It let us fight for 
clean air, campaign finance 
reform and it allowed us to 
hire more cops.”

Mayor de Blasio hailed 
Vallone’s Safe Streets Safe 
City program that allowed 
the city to impose a sur-
charge on the personal in-
come tax to hire more police 
officers. 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

A torrent streamed out 
of a Ditmars watermain Sat-
urday, caking several base-
ments with water, mud and 
debris that quickly solidi-
fied into a deluge of insur-
ance queries. 

Michael Genta, who lives 
on 23rd Street near 24th 
Avenue, said the basement 
apartment he saved up for 
decades ago and built with 
his father and friend was 
stripped down to a concrete 
floor and ceiling. Because 
the leak did not come from 
his home’s connection to the 
watermain, Genta said his 
insurance company would 
not cover it.

“Somebody from DEP 
gave me some paperwork 
that said if the insurance 
company doesn’t pay for any-
thing, file these papers and 
the city might,” Genta said. 
“I know how the city works. 
It’s going to be 20 years.”

Homeowners have 90 days 
to file claims with the city 
comptroller’s office, liabili-
ties which would be honored 
if the government is deemed 
liable. The city Department 
of Environmental Protection 
said its investigation into 
why the main started spew-
ing water was ongoing.

Residents said they awoke 
early Saturday to firefight-
ers knocking on doors and 
water seeping up from the 
basement.

The Fire Department 
said it was called at 4:24 a.m. 
Paramedics rushed one indi-
vidual to Elmhurst Hospital 

as a precaution, the FDNY 
said. 

The leak was patched and 
the torrent quelled sometime 
around 6 a.m. or 7 a.m., ac-
cording to neighbors. The 
FDNY then began pumping 
out homes. The department 
said close to 100 basements 
took on water. It left the scene 
at 12:32 p.m.

About 15 basement apart-
ments were affected, accord-
ing to Michael de Vulpil-
lieres, a spokesman for the 
American Red Cross Greater 
New York Region. De Vul-
pillieres said the Red Cross 
went door to door, offering 
assistance. He said about 40 
homes accepted clean-up kits 
with mops, buckets and other 
supplies and two households 
needed emergency housing 
and other assistance.

The city Department of 

Buildings also flooded the 
block last weekend, examin-
ing buildings for structural 
damage. DOB spokesman 
Alexander Schnell said the 
department noted four ad-
dresses on 23rd Street that 
would need to be inspected 
once water was cleared out 
of them. 

Inspectors issued a va-
cate order at 24-21 23rd St. 
and an Environmental Con-
trol Board violation for an 
unauthorized basement 
apartment, Schnell said. The 
vacate order was lifted fol-
lowing work Monday.

Vicky Vasiliades, who 
owns 24-21 23rd St., said her 
tenants had moved into the 
basement about 15 days ago.

She, like many neighbors, 
was struggling to make sense 
of insurance questions. 

Vasiliades said after the 

road in front of her house 
began sinking a few weeks 
ago, she hired Balkan Sewer 
and Watermain to repair 
her home’s connection to the 
central watermain.

She and Gento said the 
contractors left their work 
exposed ahead of the week-
end because they needed the 
city to inspect or okay the 
next move. While waiting for 
DEP, a temporary patch was 
placed on the piping, which 
firefighters said appeared 
not to have held, according 
to Genta.

DEP said it was not pre-
pared to comment on the 
cause of the main’s malfunc-
tion.

Balkan did not immedi-
ately return a request for 
comment.

The company’s insurer, 
however, did ask 911 Restora-
tion to gut and clean up more 
than a dozen homes, accord-
ing to a 911 Restoration crew 
member on 23rd Street Tues-
day.

As workers swept off 
slabs of plaster in Vasiliades’ 
basement, she picked up a 
small, black wall mirror.
“This is all that’s left,” Vasil-
iades said, noting her insur-
ance company came and left 
and she was unsure when 
they would get back to her. 
“Who do I call?”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle by e-mail at stran-
gle@cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4546. Peter Vallone, Sr. (c) is joined by past and present Mayors Bill de 

Blasio and David Dinkins (r), and his sons Peter and Paul in front of 
his new portrait at City Hall.  Photo courtesy Paul Vallone

Vallone Sr. turns 80
at City Hall partyAstoria homes fl ooded

Watermain leak sends deluge into 100 dwellings: FDNY

Little remains in Vicky Vasiliades' basement after a watermain 
leak flooded her home. Photo by Sarina Trangle
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It turns out they might 
have called him Bobby 
“Bacala” for more than one 
reason.

Steve Schirripa, the 
actor known for playing 
Bobby “Bacala” Baccalieri 
on “The Sopranos,” is quite 
the chef, appearing on cook-
ing channels, and recently 
introducing his line of to-
mato sauce — Uncle Steve’s 
Italian Specialties. 

It’s the tomato sauce 
for those who swore they’d 
never enjoy sauce from a 
jar. They’re in for a sur-
prise because this jarred 
sauce is delicious.

Schirripa grew up in 
Bensonhurst at a time when 
Italian mothers considered 
eating jarred tomato sauce 
a mortal sin.  His own 
mother was among them — 
and she wasn’t even born 

Italian. But she was raised 
by Italians, and so she spent 
hours simmering home-
made sauce that family and 
friends would rave about.

When she passed away 
in 2013, Schirripa’s friend, 
Joe, said, “Let’s do some-
thing to honor your mom.” 
Of course it had to be some-
thing outstanding. 

As some of their fondest 
memories included linger-
ing over Sunday afternoon 
meals, soaking up every 
drop of the delicious to-
mato sauce that mom had 
lovingly created, it didn’t 
take long to figure out what 
to do. 

“She was known for her 
sauce,” says Schirripa. 

They had to find a way 
to bottle that homemade 
goodness. But it had to be 
authentic — just like at 
home, the sauce had to con-

tain natural ingredients, 
made from the finest or-
ganic whole Italian plum 
tomatoes, extra virgin olive 
oil, vegetables, and spices. 

Schirripa introduced 
the product about seven 
months ago, and these 
wholesome ingredients are 
listed proudly on the front 
of every jar. The product is 
gluten free, Kosher, and con-
tains no GMO or added sug-
ars. It’s available in three 
varieties — marinara, basil 
and tomato, and Arrabiata. 
The latter means “angry” 
in Italian, and is a spicy 
marinara sauce that can 
be enjoyed over pasta and 
also with grilled chicken, 
shrimp, fish, or steak. 

To the skeptics, Schir-
ripa says, “Just taste 
it. People who say they 
would never eat jarred 
sauce like it.”

He’s quick to point out 
another reality. His mom, 
like so many women of a 
certain generation, didn’t 
work outside the home, so 
she had the time to spend 
all day cooking. 

“Things are different 
today,” he says. Many peo-
ple simply don’t have time 
to cook for hours. They’re 
looking for convenience, 
but still want a product 
that’s good. This is it. 

The sauce can be pur-
chased at www.uncleste-
vesny.com, and can be 
found at local stores such 
as Whole Foods Market, 
Fairway, and many oth-
ers. Just in time for the 
holidays, there are several 
gift baskets that include 
the sauce, and items such 
as his signature wooden 
spoon, pasta, steel colan-
der, and more. It’s the ideal 

gift for the foodie as well as 
“Sopranos” fans. 

Schirripa keeps him-
self busy, in and out of 
the kitchen. Catch him on 
an upcoming episode of 
“Family Meals with Steve 
Schirripa” on Dec. 21 at 
9:30 pm on The Cooking 
Channel. He’s also written 
books, including the hilar-
ious “A Goomba’s Guide to 
Life,” which made the New 
York Times’ bestseller list. 
Other “Goomba” books 
followed. He continues to 
appear in movies and on 

television, and is working 
on a series in Los Ange-
les, right now, he says. Lo-
cally, he’s made dozens of 
appearances, promoting 
Uncle Steve’s Italian Spe-
cialties. 

“Try it, you’ll like it!” he 
says. He’s right.

Steve Schirripa’s Uncle 
Steve’s Italian Specialties 
[Italian Specialties Group 
LLC, 20 Brick Court on 
Staten Island, (718) 605–
0416, www.UncleStevesNY]. 
Shop on line 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

‘Uncle Steve’s’ sauce just like  
mom used to make

BY MADINA TOURE

Elected officials and 
community and business 
leaders say they are not sat-
isfied with the way the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion is handling the traffic 
problems brought on by the 
Flushing Commons con-
struction site in downtown 
Flushing.

“It’s outrageous that the 
Flushing Commons devel-
opers will make millions of 
dollars on this project and 
yet they can’t put a few dol-
lars into hiring traffic con-
trol agents to ensure traffic 
flow and traffic safety,” Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
said.

Community Board 7 
District Manager Marilyn 
Bitterman sent letters to 
DOT Commissioner Polly 
Trottenberg on July 11, 
Sept. 4 and Nov. 24 outlining 
ideas. Suggestions included 

installing a sign that would 
not allow anyone to make 
a left turn on northbound 
Union Street at 37th Avenue, 
all-way stop signs at the in-

tersection of 138th Street 
and 37th Avenue and the 
removal of a traffic light on 
Union Street at 38th Avenue 
to help move traffic along 

Union Street all the way up 
to Northern Boulevard.

“It’s incumbent on the 
elected officials who have 
a lot more power than the 

community board to put 
pressure on the agency to 
get something done,” Bitter-
man said.

Developers broke ground 
on Flushing Commons in 
July. The development will 
turn Municipal Lot 1 at the 
corner of Union Street and 
39th Avenue into a huge, 
multi-use complex that will 
include residential, office 
and retail space.

It will also include a 
62,000-square-foot YMCA 
facility, 15,000 square feet 
of additional community fa-
cility space and parking for 
1,600 cars at below-market 
rates initially. The project 
is expected to generate more 
than 2,600 construction jobs 
and 1,900 permanent jobs.

Avella said he first ap-
proached the city Depart-
ment of Transportation in 
mid-October about the traf-
fic problems, calling on the 
DOT to apply traffic calm-

ing measures and assign 
traffic control agents to the 
area.

With the sidewalk shut 
down and a lane of traffic 
closed to vehicles, Avella 
reached out to the DOT 
again to address the issue. 
Two months later, Avella 
said, local businesses are 
losing money and pedestri-
ans do not have a sidewalk 
on which to walk.

“You have a situation 
where the traffic is just so 
out of control, you’re either 
going to have a fatality or a 
situation of road rage,” he 
said.

The first phase, which 
is slated to be completed in 
2017, will open a section of 
the municipal lot as an un-
derground garage is being 
built. It will also have 150 
units of market-rate hous-
ing and 219,000 square feet 
of commercial space. 

Traffic problems persist at Flushing Commons construction site, say elected officials and community 
leaders. Photo by Michael Shain

Construction snarls downtown Flushing traffi c
Lawmakers, community leaders blast DOT over jammed streets caused by big Commons project
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY BILL PARRY

An Elmhurst teenager 
is apologizing for a fib that 
swept him, and a buddy, 
into a media firestorm this 
week. Mohammed Islam, 17, 
is admitting that he made 
up a story about making 
$72 million trading stocks 
at school, but not before a 
magazine article generated 
headlines around the world 
with the release of its issue 
Sunday.

New York magazine is 
also apologizing to its read-
ers.

“We were duped. Our 
fact-checking process was 
obviously inadequate; we 
take full responsibility and 
we should have known bet-
ter. New York apologizes to 
our readers,” the magazine 
said in a statement.

The senior at Manhat-
tan’s elite Stuyvesant High 
School has hired 5WPR,  a 
public relations firm, whose 
president and CEO, Ronn 
Torossian, is in full dam-
age-control mode.

“Media which has re-
ported that a 17-year-old 
teenager has made millions 
in the stock market is simply 
inaccurate. Mr. Mohammed 
Islam fibbed to a reporter 
and for this he is very apolo-
getic,” Torossion wrote in a 
statement. “Most of all he 

is sorry for the embarrass-
ment which he has caused 
his family. While Mr. Islam 
runs an investment club at 
his NYC public school, he is 
not an active participant in 
the stock market.”

In a video released 
Tuesday, Islam said, “I pre-
tended to be something I’m 
not” and went on to add, “I 
didn’t fully realize the con-
sequences of my actions.”

Islam proceeded to put 
the onus on New York’s re-
porter Jessica Pressler for 
the way she interviewed 
him and his friend Damir 
Tulemaganbetow. “We gave 
into her pressures of want-
ing more and more and 
more,” Islam said. “We were 
both excited by the attention 
we were given by the media 
hype.”

The original article on 
Mo, as he’s called by class-
mates, ran in the magazine’s 
annual Reasons to Love New 
York edition, sparking glob-
al attention. Based on his 
claim that his net worth was 
in the “high eight figures,” 
the magazine said it sent a 
fact-checker to Stuyvesant, 
where Islam produced a 
document that appeared to 
be a Chase bank statement 
attesting to an eight-figure 
bank account.

“After the story’s publi-
cation, people questioned 

the $72 million figure in the 
headline, which was writ-
ten by editors based on the 
rumored figure,” New York 
magazine said.

Newspapers ran with the 
story, social media exploded 
and Mo and his pal Damir 
Tulemaganbetow were even 
booked to appear on the ca-
ble business channel CNBC 
when they began to get cold 
feet.

By nightfall, Mo Islam 
told the New York Observer 
that he had invented the 
whole story.

“It is not true,” Islam told 
the newspaper. “I run an in-
vestment club at Stuy High, 
which only does simulated 
trades.”

Less than 24 hours later, 
the article was debunked, 
completely. According to 
5WPR, Islam, and his friend 
Tulemaganbetow have not 
traded stocks together.

“These teenage boys 
simply did not expect this 
story would go so far. They 
are sorry for anyone who 
may have been hurt by this 
story,” the statement con-
cluded.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Mohammed Islam (r.) and his friend Damir Tulemaganbetov find themselves at the center of a contro-
versy after fabricating a story. Photo courtesy 5WPR

Elmhurst kid’s hoax
creates media circus
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213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

Tel: 718.215.6470

Visit our website at: aperitifbistrobayside.com

Like us on Facebook

APERITIF BISTRO WINE BAR 
in Bayside is proud to announce its 

French Bistro, Lounge, Extensive Wine List, 

Creative Cocktails & Craft Beers

Now serving Lunch, Dinner, & Brunch on Sunday

Private Room & Catering Options available 

for private parties

Valet Parking available on weekends

BY JUAN SOTO

St. Albans has withstood 
the torrential rains that 
have fallen on the borough 
so far this month. It was 
the first test for the city De-
partment of Environmental 
Protection to determine if 
the $1 million storm sewer 
project recently completed 
mitigated the all too famil-
iar floods.

It passed.
“While Noah’s flood last-

ed for 40 days, our flooding 
has been going on for more 
than 40 years,” said Heish 
Phillips-Kong, from Equal, 
a grassroots organization 
of several faith-based con-
gregations in Queens. “In 
the past, my block and yard 
used to look like a pond dur-
ing heavy rainfall.”

The storm sewer and 
catch basin work were com-
pleted along 119th Avenue 
between 192nd and 195th 
streets. The project included 
connecting 18 street level 
catch basins to three blocks 

of new storm sewers that 
drain to an already existing 
storm sewer.

“Chronic flooding can 
present a persistent threat 
to residents’ property and 
peace of mind,” said Emily 
Lloyd, DEP commissioner. 
“We are committed to priori-
tizing our construction work 

in those areas of the city that 
do not have a fully built-out 
sewer system.”

City Councilman Dono-
van Richards (D-Laurelton) 
said residents of St. Albans 
and other southeast Queens 
neighborhoods “are too fa-
miliar with localized flood-
ing and related issues, par-

ticularly during inclement 
whether.”

Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz said the 
new storm sewers and catch 
basin should improve the 
quality of life of St. Albans 
residents.

“The flooding that has 
plagued St. Albans has been 

a major annoyance to resi-
dents of the neighborhood as 
well as a significant threat 
to their personal safety and 
property,” Katz said.

According to DEP, the 
post-World War II commer-
cial and residential develop-
ment of southeast Queens 
“outpaced the extension of 

the city’s sewer system, and 
many neighborhoods in the 
area are not equipped with 
catch basins or storm sewers 
to drain precipitation from 
the roadways.”

Elected officials and com-
munity groups also alerted 
DEP to additional locations 
where floods are common 
when hard rain falls. In 
some of these places, such as 
113th Avenue between 156th 
and 157th streets, and 11th 
Avenue from 155th to 158th 
streets., work is already un-
derway.

In addition to the comple-
tion of the project along 119th 
Avenue, DEP announced 
that it is currently in the 
final stages of the $175 mil-
lion project in Springfield 
Gardens. DEP expects to 
complete the work of 9 miles 
of storm sewers and another 
8 miles of sanitary sewers 
at that spot. And in 2016, 
the municipal agency said it 
will finish the work to bring 
high-level storm sewers to 
Laurelton.

So far, so good for the new sewer system in a flood-prone section of St. Albans. Despite all the rain this month, the water is no longer 
sticking around, say neighbors. 

New sewer lines in St. Albans outsmart fl oods
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BEST PASTRAMI IN NEW YORK.  
EAT IN OR TAKE OUT. WE DELIVER.
We cater all affairs. Any size hero. All heroes cut and put in 
baskets. Freshly made hamburgers. Homemade roast beef with 
homemade gravy. Hand rolled bagels baked on promises.

164-26 CROSSBAY BLVD 
HOWARD BEACH NY 11414

TEL 718-323-4011
FAX 718-323-4012

WEB
WWW.SAPIENZAHB.COM

FREE DELIVERY(LOCAL)
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

MONDAY – SATURDAY 
6 AM – 8 PM

SUNDAY 
6 AM – 5 PM

DELICATESSEN & RESTAURANT
The Pastrami King of Queens

to taxpayers to maintain 
“this rundown location” is 
$3,776.53 per month for each 
unit, a red flag that the cur-
rent system has failed. He 
pointed to ongoing quality-
of-life issues and code viola-
tions.

“The most egregious 
is there are no kitchen fa-
cilities in the rooms ---they 
truck in food,” Avella said, 
calling it a violation of city 
law.

He also provided cop-
ies of complaints received 
by the city Department of 
Housing Preservation that 
show a lack of heat and hot 
water and the presence of 
bed bugs in the shelter. Ac-
cording to the DHS, bed bugs 
were identified in five of the 
building’s units, which are 
currently being treated by a 
professional extermination 
company.

In addition, John Schaf-
fer, an area resident and 
member of Elmhurst Unit-
ed, charged that trash was 
not being properly disposed 
of at the facility in violation 

of multiple state and city 
codes.

“Trash is not in contain-
ers piling as tall as a man 
in stacks that rival the last 
sanitation strike,” he said. 
“If Samaritan Village is 
blatantly breaking the law 
in public view, what is go-
ing on behind closed doors? 
They do not deserve a signed 
contract.”

A spokesman at the De-
partment of Homeless Ser-
vices said, “We have worked 
swiftly with our provider to 
respond to all concerns in 
the building. Providing ade-
quate shelter for families in 
need is a priority for this ad-
ministration, and it’s heart-
ening to see the community 
concern about the welfare of 
these families — an encour-
aging development after 
unfortunate and regrettable 
opposition to this shelter.”

Area resident Jennifer 
Chu, a member of Commu-
nity Board 4 and several 
civic associations, helped 
form Elmhurst United as a 
“united voice” in opposition 
to the shelter. She thought 
the associations were un-
fairly maligned as racists 
after several rallies of most-

ly Asian protesters engaged 
in shouting matches with 
residents at the shelter, the 
majority of whom are black 
and Hispanic.

“The whole point of the 
public review process is to 
make sure that the com-
munity has a say in what’s 
going on in their neighbor-
hood, and to make sure 
that the proposed facility is 
appropriate and will serve 
the community’s needs,” 
Chu said. “Through this 
review process, we would 
have discovered that the 
Pan Am hotel does not even 
meet the city requirements 
for family shelters because 
it doesn’t have cooking fa-
cilities. Looking at the pro-
posed 5-year, $42 million 
contract that DHS intends 
to sign with Samaritan Vil-
lage to run the shelter, there 
are no plans to construct 
any kitchens for these fami-
lies. Even DHS Assistant 
Commissioner Lisa Black 
acknowledged that the Pan 
Am hotel would not be suit-
able for families with chil-
dren.”

Continued from Page 1 

Avella

www.Timesledger.com

• •
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crime or improve quality-of-
life conditions effectively.”

Peralta maintained that 
because of the thorough-
fare’s divide, police in one 
precinct could but some-
times would not respond to 
incidents occurring across 
Roosevelt Avenue.

Bratton denied that 
claim.

“Our written guide-
lines clearly specify that 
uniformed personnel are 
to respond to any police 
emergency that takes place 
within five blocks of their 
current physical location 
regardless of precinct or 
borough boundaries,” Brat-
ton wrote.

The commissioner also 
denied another of Peralta’s 
observations that “the 
110th enforces the law more 
stringently than the 115th, 

leading to a disproportion-
ate glut of vendors on the 
115th side.”

Bratton said command-
ers at both precincts said it 
was not so.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

featured in the ad installed 
at the bus shelter outside 
Weprin’s district office.

Instead of Gunn, Weprin 
has in front of his office 
the ad picturing Russell Si-
mons intended to take aim 
at Councilwoman Deborah 
Rose (D-Staten Island).

A spokeswoman for 
PETA said the installation 
of the wrong ad in Weprin’s 
district “was an error. And 
we are going to correct 
that.”     

The ad picturing Gunn, 
who appeared in the movie 
“Sex and the City 2” and 
the series “How I met your 
mother,” reads, “Carriage 
drivers have been filmed 
spewing all kinds of rac-
ist, sexist, and homophobic 
taunts at anyone who dares 
express concern for the un-
fortunate horses forced to 
dodge buses and cabs every 
day.”

Weprin said he has not 
seen the ad. He did not go by 
his district office on Tues-
day and Wednesday because 
he was working in his City 
Hall office. On Wednesday, 
the Council held a stated 
meeting.  . 

The lawmaker, however, 
said he could not support 
the ban unless there is a vi-
able replacement for the in-

dustry and its 300 horse car-
riage drivers, many of whom 
live in northeast Queens.

“This is my position on 
the ban, but it is also the po-
sition of the majority of the 
district,” he said.

Weprin said that his con-
stituents, in an informal 
poll, support the industry 
by 2-1. 

“I am not in the busi-
ness of killing jobs, but in 
the business of creating jobs 
and creating more economic 
development for the city,” 
the councilman said in an 
interview.

He said that “there is no 
reason to believe the horses 
in the industry are being 
abused because there are a 
lot of regulations in place.” 

The campaign also is put-
ting pressure on Koo from 
actress Anjelica Huston.

The Huston ads reads, 
“It’s surprising to me that a 
city known for its progres-
sive spirit still allows this 
cruel and dangerous tour-
ist trap. Dozens of accidents 
over the past few years high-
light the immense safety 
hazard and lack regulation 
of this industry.”   

Koo could not be reached 
for comment. 

According to both ani-
mal rights groups, they 
began this week to put up 
the posters on bus shelters 
located by the select Council 
members’ district offices. 
The ads features a horse 

which died on a Manhattan 
street in 2011, PETA and 
NYCLASS said. The ads at 
the bus shelter locations 
will be in place until Jan. 15, 
the spokeswoman for PETA 
said. 

The City Council is di-
vided over the controver-
sial proposal. Banning the 
industry was one of the 
mayor’s firm campaign 
promises.

At the time he introduced 
the bill, Dromm said he, 
and animal rights groups, 
including PETA, stand “in 
this struggle against animal 
cruelty.”

The other sponsor of the 
individualized ad campaign, 
is NYCLASS, the nonprofit 
group that pushed for the 
horse-drawn carriage ban 
during the 2013 mayoral 
campaign, attacking de Bla-
sio’s main rival, former City 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn.  

The only exception to al-
low for the use horse-drawn 
carriages would be on pa-
rades or during filming of 
movies or shows. 

The legislation would not 
come to a vote at least until 
the summer, after the bill 
undergoes a six-month envi-
ronmental review.

Reach reporter Juan Soto 
by e-mail at jsoto@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Roosevelt

Continued from Page 1 

Weprin
the area.

This renovation is the 
first one in the park since 
1998.

The work, which is be-
ing executed in two phas-
es, will replace the foreign 
flora with native plants 
that will mitigate erosion 
at the green space located 
at Highland Avenue be-
tween 165th Street and 
Chapin Parkway.

Hard hats will also re-
pave the pathways of the 
9-acre park and enhance 
the drainage.

“The first phase of the 
renovation will increase 
the biodiversity and eco-
logical richness of Cap-
tain Tilly Park, while 
also addressing the park’s 
drainage and erosion is-
sues,” said Dorothy Le-
wandowski, Queens Parks 
commissioner.

The first phase, with a 
$1.2 million budget, will 
be complete in approxi-
mately one year.

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) 
was pleased to see con-
struction began at the 
park, which is named for 
the Jamaica family son 
killed while fighting in 
the Philippines in 1899.

“Properly removing 
and replacing the invasive 
plant species and prevent-
ing erosion into Goose 
Pond is the foundation for 
a lively, healthy park,” he 
said.

Goose Pond and the 
wooded land make up 
Captain Tilly Park. The 

area was owned by the 
Highland Park Society, a 
group of Jamaica farmers 
who raise ducks and geese 
there.

At the turn of the 20th 
century, the landowners 
sold the land to the city 
for $1 and insisted the site 
only be used as a park.

In 1935, city officials re-
named the park after Tilly 
to honor his memory. The 
park’s original name was 
Highland Park, and before 
it became Captain Tilly 
Park, it was also known as 
Upland Park.

Tilly, who was sta-
tioned at Lloili in the Phil-
ippines, was killed when 
he was dispatched to the 
Isle de Negros to repair a 
damaged telegraph cable.

Lewandowski thanked 
the City Council for al-
locating money to recon-
struct the landscaped 
areas and drainage struc-

tures at the park.
“We are looking for-

ward to opening a greener 
and greater park,” she 
said.

The second phase of 
the renovation at Captain 
Tilly, which will cost an-
other $1.2 million, will 
renovate the plaza area 
and the surrounding 
landscape adjacent to the 
Tilly memorial. Work will 
include the installation 
of new asphalt pathways, 
fencing, granite pave-
ment, benches, drainage 
and lighting.

The Parks Department 
said it estimates work on 
the second phase will be-
gin sometime next fall.

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Park

Roosevelt Avenue remains divided between two police pre-
cincts and it will stay that way according to Police Commissioner 
Bratton. Photo by Bill Parry

The $2.4 million reconstruction of Jamaica's Captain Tilly Park 
will be done in two phases. Diagram courtesy Parks Department
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69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com
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