
Dec. 26, 2014–Jan. 1, 2015 Your Neighborhood — Your News®

THE NEWSPAPER OF FLUSHING, AUBURNDALE, KEW GARDENS HILLS & FRESH MEADOWS

75 cents

LARGEST AUDITED 
COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER 
IN QUEENS

BY JUAN SOTO

A Bayside man who was 
supposed to take care of his in-
fant son while his wife was at 
work as a radiologist has been 
charged with assaulting his 
4-month-old baby, causing life-
threatening injuries, Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown said.

According to the district 
attorney, the baby’s father, 
Jagsheer Singh, 28, was ar-
raigned on charges of first-de-
gree assault and endangering 
the welfare of a child Sunday 
night after the incident.

A Queens Criminal Court 
judge set bail at $200,000. The 
suspect was due back in court 
Jan. 5.

Brown said if the defendant 
is convicted, he faces up to 25 
years in prison.  

“Instead of protecting and 
nurturing this helpless, inno-
cent baby, the defendant is ac-
cused of tragically assaulting 
his son and causing skull frac-
tures and widespread brain in-
jury,” Brown said. “The baby 
is in grave condition and if he 
does not survive, the charges 
will be ungraded.”

According to the criminal 
complaint, Brown said, the ba-
by’s mother, a radiologist, left 

BY MADINA TOURE

Queens’ public high schools 
have seen a modest increase 
in the number of students who 
graduated in August, accord-
ing to data released by the city 
Department of Education.  

The high school graduation 
rate for the 2013-14 academic 
year increased to 68.4 percent 
citywide, compared to 64.2 
percent the previous year, City 
Schools Chancellor Carmen 
Fariña said. 

“As we continue our shift 
to rigorous, Common Core-
aligned instruction and our 
enhanced focus on profes-
sional development that puts 
strong teachers at the front 
of every classroom, I look for-
ward to seeing graduation and 
college readiness numbers im-
prove,” Fariña said in a state-
ment. 

 The dropout rate across 
the city dropped to 9.7 percent 
from 10.6 percent last year. 

The borough’s overall 
graduation rate increased to 
70.8 percent, or 14,117 of 19.953 
students this year, from 68.9 
percent, or 14,331 of 20.805 stu-
dents last year, . 

In Queens School District 
26, which covers Fresh Mead-
ows, Bayside, Little Neck and 
Glen Oaks, had the highest 
rates in the borough. 

Continued on Page 1Continued on Page 1
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The firefighters from Flushing's Engine 320/Ladder 167 turn up every year to play Santa for the kids 
at St. Mary's Children’s Hospital in Bayside. With bags full of toys — both donated and paid for by the 
firefighters themselves — Santa descended from the roof of the hospital on the company's ladder and 
distributes presents.  Photo by Michael Shain

Bayside father 
charged with 
injuring baby

Queens’ HS grad rate rises 
Borough’s school districts record modest increase in four-year diplomas

FIRE ENGINES BROUGHT THIS SANTA TO TOWN

Several vigils and prayer 
services were held in Queens 
to honor the two police officers 
killed execution-style while 
they sat in their patrol car at 
a Brooklyn intersection, as 
plans for their funerals were 
been prepared.

Officers Rafael Ramos and 

Wenjian Liu were gunned 
down outside the Tompkins 
Houses in Bedford-Stuyvesant 
by Ismaaiyl Brinsley, 28, who 
later killed himself in a sub-
way station. 

Borough President Melinda 
Katz said an open discussion 
about police/community rela-

tions must continue after the 
city has had time to mourn the 
two deaths.

Continued on Page 1

Residents mourn two slain offi cers
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BY MADINA TOURE

The city Department of 
Environmental Protection 
is considering raising man-
hole covers and installing 
bioswales to address flooding 
problems in Utopia Parkway.

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Fresh Meadows) 
met with the DEP last week 
to discuss solutions for the 
decades-long flooding issue 
in Utopia Parkway. The area 
had floods in 2007, 2008 and 
2010.

Lancman said raising 
manhole covers would re-
quire cooperation from the 
city Department of Transpor-
tation. 

The city would have to 
seek resident input for the 
installation of bioswales, 
trenches that take in rainwa-
ter runoff and contain veg-
etation that helps slow down 
water penetration and get rid 
of pollutants, he said. 

“They have to take a look 
at the neighborhood and see 
how many they can install 
and see if it’s something that 
the residents would support,” 
he said. 

The DEP could not be 
reached for comment after 
repeated attempts. 

The agency conducted 
a flow monitoring study in 
2010 in which it found that 
the largest storm  during the 
monitoring period, which 
occurred on Oct. 1, 2010, pro-
duced 3.12 inches of water. 
Though it was not flashy, it 
exceeded the sewers’ capac-
ity. The DEP also found that 
the sewers on Utopia Park-
way were functioning as 
designed. 

The DEP also conducted 
11 pre-storm inspections 
and cleanings on Utopia 
Parkway in 2012 and six 
times in 2013, while a total 
of 962 work orders had been 

completed in Community 
Board 8 since the last public 
meeting in October 2012. The 
DEP also retrofitted 14 catch 
basins with open curb inlets 
to enable collection of more 
stormwater. 

In August 2012, then City 
Councilman James Gennaro 
(D-Fresh Meadows) met with 
DEP officials to discuss solu-
tions to Fresh Meadows storm 
sewers to alleviate flooding. 
The DEP wanted to construct 
a bypass sewer that would di-
vert water away from the Uto-
pia Parkway storm sewer line 
to a separate line nearby. 

In November, then City 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn introduced a propos-
al to speed up city projects 
against flooding, including 
upgrading pumping stations 
and green streets that take in 
water runoff. 

Quinn devoted funds to a 
DEP study that would come 
up with possible projects that 
could alleviate flooding in 
Utopia Parkway. At the time, 
Gennaro called for a solution 
tailored to the Utopia flood-
ing issue and said that the 
DEP would have a number of 
city project proposals ready 
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BY MADINA TOURE

Starting next year, school 
holidays will be allowed on Lu-
nar New Year, Diwali and Eid.

The law, sponsored by state 
Assemblyman Ron Kim (D-
Flushing) and co-sponsored 
by City Councilwoman Toby 
Ann Stavisky (D-Flushing), 
requires  school boards to con-
sider closing schools on a day 
when many students will be ab-
sent due to religious or cultural 
observances.

The law would allow stu-
dents who celebrate Lunar New 
Year, the Chinese New Year, 
and Diwali, the festival of lights 
celebrated by Hindus every 
year. The law also covers reli-
gious observances such as Eid 
al-Fitr, the Muslim celebration 
ending the monthlong fasting 
period of Ramadan, and Eid 
al-Adha, the Muslim Feast of 
Sacrifice. 

 The bill passed the Assem-
bly Feb. 3 and the state Senate 
on May 13. Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo signed the bill the night of 
Dec. 17.

“No longer will parents have 
to decide between sending their 
child to school and celebrat-
ing their cultural heritage,” 
Stavisky said at a news confer-
ence celebrating the new law. 

Members of the self-pro-
claimed “Flushing Team” ex-
pressed their satisfaction with 
the passage of the bill.

“Now the whole state can 
celebrate this holiday,” City 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) said of the inclusion 
of Lunar New Year “Kids can 
stay home and enjoy and relax 
and celebrate the holidays.”

Other Council members 
also praised the new law as a 
way to encourage city schools 
to formally observe religious or 
cultural holidays.

“People from all over the 
world come here and live with 

us and their holidays and their 
cultures also need to be respect-
ed and accorded the same kind 
of opportunity of any other cul-
tures now,” Assemblyman Jef-
frion Aubry (D-East Elmhurst) 
said.

Assemblyman Edward 
Braunstein (D-Bayside), anoth-
er co-sponsor for the bill, said 
the bill sent a “strong message 
to the city of New York.”

Students and families 
should not have to choose be-
tween their education and cel-
ebrating an important holiday, 
Braunstein said.

“We all know that the 
Asian-American community 
puts a great emphasis on aca-
demics and attendance and we 
shouldn’t be putting people in 
a position of having to make 
those decisions,” Braunstein 
said. 

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) first introduced the 
bill in when she was in the state 
Assembly. Out of the 2.2 million 
residents in Queens County, 24 
percent are Asian, according to 
the 2010 U.S. Census. In Flush-
ing alone, 57 percent of resi-
dents are Asian. 

The bill is effective immedi-
ately, but schools would not be 
automatically closed this com-

ing February for Lunar New 
Year.

Hellen Kim, executive di-
rector of the Korean American 
Youth Foundation, said the 
passage of the bill parallels the 
work that the foundation en-
gages in with Asian-American 
high school students.

“We strive to make sure that 
they understand the cultural 
traditions of their fathers, their 
mothers, their grandfathers 
before them, as much as we try 
to get them to be successful in 
America,” Kim said. “And I 
think an act toward this sort 
of observance really highlights 
for us and shows them how im-
portant the work that we’re do-
ing is.”

The South Asian commu-
nity expressed appreciation for 
the bill as well.

“This is a year of great joy 
for us and we look forward to 
having our children at home 
this coming Diwali and ap-
preciate it, and we always love 
this community,” said Dr. Uma 
Mysorekar, president of the 
Hindu Temple Society of North 
America. “The South Asian 
community will flourish in 
the area of Flushing and many, 
many parts of New York.”

Continued on Page 2

DEP proposals include installing 
bioswales and raising manhole 
covers. Photo by Michael Shain

Liu-Tee Shu, president of the Flushing Chinese Business Association, 
praises the new law. Photo by Madina Toure

DEP promises to solve
Utopia Pkwy fl ooding

Pols pass new holidays
Schools now can close on Lunar New Year, Diwali, Eid  
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BY BILL PARRY

A first-time novelist raised in Jack-
son Heights has plenty to celebrate this 
holiday season. 

Matthew Thomas’ critically ac-
claimed “We Are Not Ourselves” was an 
instant best-seller when it was released 
in August and is now receiving renewed 
attention from the literary world’s edi-
tors and critics.

The New York Times singled it out 
as one of the year’s most notable titles, 
while Janet Maslin called it “a rich, 
sprawling first novel, supremely in-
sightful about the family at its core... 
big, honest, mesmerizing, painful and 
impossible to put down” in naming it to 
her list of favorite books of the year.

The editors at Esquire magazine cit-
ed “We Are Not Ourselves” as one of its 
five most important books of 2014.

“It’s a tremendous honor to have 
one’s work endorsed in that way, and 
I’m very grateful for it,” Thomas said. 
“When I was writing the book over the 
course of a decade, running up against 
the daily challenges of composition, I 
hoped only to finish it someday. I didn’t 
dream about anything more than that.”

The novel, which was published by 

Simon & Schuster for a $1 million ad-
vance and whose movie rights have 
been sold to Hollywood producer Scott 
Rudin, is set in and around Woodside 
and Jackson Heights. “We Are Not Our-
selves” follows a multi-generational 
Irish-American family’s rise into the 
middle class and touches on themes 
of love, aspiration and living with Al-
zheimer’s disease.

The story unfolds in such a way that 
columnist and Commentary Editor 
John Podhoretz called it the first great 
novel of Queens. 

“I’m proud to be a part of a surge in 
fiction either featuring Queens, or writ-
ten by people who grew up there or lived 
there for significant periods,” Thomas 
said. “From Scott Cheshire’s ‘High as 
the Horses’ Bridles’, to Bill Cheng’s 
‘Southern Cross the Dog’, to Atticus 

Lish’s ‘Preparation for the Next Life’, to 
Jonathan Lethem’s ‘Dissident Gardens’, 
to the body of work of Victor LaValle, 
this is a great era for Queens in litera-
ture - and a corrective to the notion that 
the only center of gravity in New York’s 
literary world is in Brooklyn.”

Nearly a hundred book-lovers turned 
out to meet Thomas and fellow writer 
Scott Cheshire for a Literary Reading 
and Conversation event at the Sunny-
side Community Center in late Octo-
ber. Thomas shared stories reflecting 
on family, Shakespeare, inspiration, 
and his use of Woodside and Jackson 
Heights in his book.

“It was a truly great conversation,” 
the center’s director of development, 
Monica Guzman, said. “The people that 
came that night felt he really got the 
neighborhoods right.”

Thomas said the event was “great fun 
and well-attended and a sign that people 
are excited about cultural exchanges in 
Queens”and he even added a plug. 

“If you look at the fact that it was 
the Astoria Bookshop that provided the 
books,  (it was) the independent booksell-
er the borough was waiting for. “ Thom-
as said, “It’s an exciting time to partici-
pate in intellectual life in Queens.”

Matthew Thomas' debut novel "We 
Are Not Ourselves" is drawing re-
newed raves in the literary world. 

Photo courtesy Beowulf Sheehan

Woodside novel celebrated in city literary circles
Matthew Thomas’ best-seller ‘We Are Not Ourselves’ featured on many year-ending lists
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a surge in fi ction either 

featuring Queens, or written 
by people who  grew up     

there or lived there.
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BY MADINA TOURE

Some 50 elected leaders, 
pastors and Queensbridge 
residents marched peace-
fully in Long Island City to 
protest the grand jury deci-
sion to not indict a white 
police officer in the death of 
black Staten Island resident 
Eric Garner in August.

Elected officials, resi-
dents and clergy members 
walked quietly and peace-
fully from the Jacob Riis 
Settlement Houses to the 
21st Street-Queensbridge 
train station Dec. 17. Mar-
ion Jeffries, president of 
the Astoria-Long Island City 
chapter of the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement 
of Colored People, led the 
march.

After attending marches 
in Staten Island and Wash-
ington, D.C., Jeffries thought 

a peaceful march would be 
ideal.

“I’ve been in the com-
pany of the victims’ parents 
and loved ones and not one 
of them wanted to bash the 
police or anything,” Jeffries 

BY BILL PARRY

As they filed out of the 108th 
Precinct, the hard and angry 
expressions on the faces of the 
NYPD officers and detectives 
began to soften as they looked 
at the crowd that gathered 
outside their stationhouse. 
Hundreds of Long Island City 
residents turned out in a cold 
and misty rain to stand with 
the police following the assas-
sinations of two of their own 
Saturday.

A candlelight prayer vigil 
was led by clergy from several 
neighborhoods in western 
Queens Monday following the 
shooting deaths of Officers 
Wenjian Liu and Rafael Ramos 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant. The 
tension that gripped the city 
in the aftermath of the tragedy 
hung over the crowd as each 
speaker called for unity.

“We’re here to let all the 
officers know that we sup-
port them,” City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside) said. “We want them to 
know that we as a community 
value their work, service and 
sacrifice and nothing can ever 
change that.”

Rabbi Zev Wineberg of Cha-
bad of Long Island City was 
the first of a half dozen clergy 
who offered prayers of comfort 
and support for the men and 
women of the 108th. “We come 
together and we pray that ev-
ery night they come home and 
that their families don’t live in 
fear,” he said.

Pastor Jon Storck of the 
Grace Fellowship Church in 
Sunnyside followed saying, 
“While we can’t make any 
sense of the evil that led to 
the loss of Officers Ramos and 
Liu, as New Yorkers we can 

all stand and grieve together 
with their families over this 
tragedy.”

No one spoke of the current 
climate in the city that caused 
uniformed policemen to turn 
their backs on Mayor de Blasio 
and NYPD Commissioner Bill 
Bratton as they passed in a 
hallway at Woodhull Hospital 
following the murders Satur-
day. However, William Kre-
gler, the president of the NYC 
Fire Marshals Benevolent As-
sociation, railed against the 
mayor’s  call for people to set 
aside politics and protest until 
the two slain NYPD officers 
are buried.

“It ends here and it ends 
now,” Kregler said of the pro-
tests. “They’ve got to call them 
off now. These protests are 
costing the city millions and 
hurting business and good 

BY JUAN SOTO

Borough President Melin-
da Katz said Queens residents 
“really want a moment” after 
two police officers  were assas-
sinated in Brooklyn as they 
sat in their patrol car.

Katz, who attended several 
candlelight vigils at precincts 
across the borough to mourn 
the deaths of Officers Rafael 
Ramos, 40, and Wenjein Liu, 
32, said support for the NYPD 
“does not preclude having a 
discussion” about police-com-
munity relations.

In a telephone interview 
Tuesday, the borough presi-
dent said there is distrust be-
tween some communities and 
the police, and that’s why “we 
need to have an open discus-
sion and address the issues 
that are out there.” 

She added, “We have to be 
honest about it. The city is 
tired and needs to heal.”

Ramos and Liu were am-
bushed by gunman Ismaaiyl 
Brinsley just outside the 
Tompkins Houses in Bedford-
Stuyvesant Saturday who was 
seeking revenge for the recent 

killings of two black men by 
police. 

Brinsley, 28, later killed 
himself in a nearby subway 
station. 

Katz cautioned that the 

reaction to the Eric Garner 
case, and the conversation 
about race and police relations 
taking place “should not be 
hijacked” by the senseless kill-
ings of the two cops. “This was 

an attack on public safety, on 
our values,” she said.

Garner died from a police 
chokehold while he was be-
ing arrested for selling loose 
cigarettes. A Staten Island 

grand jury’s decision not to in-
dict the white officer involved 
in his death sparked largely 
peaceful protests across the 
city demanding justice for the 
Garner family and for other 
victims of fatal police confron-
tations with unarmed civil-
ians. 

Garner’s death also prompt-
ed the City Council to ask the 
NYPD Inspector General to in-
vestigate how the department 
tracks cases of abuse by cops.   

Katz agreed with calls from 
Mayor Bill de Blasio and other 
elected officials asking city 
residents to put a hold on the 
demonstrations until both of-
ficers are laid to rest. 

The borough president said 
Queens is home to the largest 
number of police officers in 
the city. 

Asked how Queens has re-
sponded to the killings of the 
two officers, Katz said: “I got a 
lot of mixed reactions [on the 
streets], but folks really want a 
moment.”

She said the families of the 
fallen cops should be able to 
pay tribute to them and mourn 

City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) and state 
Sen. Michael Ginaris (D-Astoria) 
march in Long Island City. 

Photo by Madina Toure

Officers gather at a makeshift memorial near the site where Officers Rafael Ramos and Wenjein Liu were mur-
dered in Brooklyn.  Photo AP/Seth Wenig

Open police relations debate: Katz
Boro president says support for cops does not exclude discussion when city begins to heal

Vigil for slain NYPD offi cers
in LIC supports 108th Pct.

NAACP leads march 
against Garner verdict

Continued on Page 43

Continued on Page 43Continued on Page 31
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BY JUAN SOTO

The Cuban community in 
the borough was caught by sur-
prise when President Barack 
Obama announced moves to re-
store diplomatic and commer-
cial relations with the island 
after more than half a century 
of Cold War tension.

The deicing of the 50-year 
freeze in relations also came 
with a swap of prisoners in a 
deal that ended with the release 
of Alan Gross, a U.S. govern-
ment contractor, and impris-
oned Cuban spies.

Exiled members of the Cu-
ban diaspora in Queens had 
mixed reactions to the culmi-
nation of secret negotiations 
between Obama and Cuban 
President Raúl Castro in Can-
ada with the mediation of Pope 
Francis.

Cuba is just about 90 miles 
from the Florida cost.

“We will end an outdated 
approach that for decades has 
failed to advance our interests, 
and instead we will begin to 
normalize relations between 
our two countries,” said Obama 
during a televised statement 

from the White House announc-
ing the new policy on Cuba. “We 
will begin a new chapter among 
the nations of the Américas.”

Simultaneously, Castro, 
brother of longtime dictator Fi-
del Castro, made the announce-
ment from Havana, Cuba’s capi-
tal.

“The U.S. waited until the 
Castros destroyed Cuba to get 
involved,” said José Pérez, who 
was deported form the commu-
nist nation in 1980. “This is just 
a shame more than 50 years 
after.”

BY JUAN SOTO

City Council members have 
term limits and now some of 
the legislators want to limit the 
number of consecutive terms 
for community boards mem-
bers.

Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) introduced 
legislation that would impose a 
six-term limit for board mem-
bers, limiting to 12 the number 
of years they can serve consec-
utively on the board.

“Neighborhoods change 
and so should the members of 
the community boards mak-
ing important decisions about 
them,” Dromm said. “I respect 
the community members that 
have volunteered for decades. 
But I believe there should be 
some movement and new per-

spectives.”
Board members currently 

can serve as many as two-year 
terms as they want, as long as 
they get the final approval from 
the borough president. Most of 
the appointments are recom-
mended by the council mem-
bers themselves. These are un-
paid positions and the vote of 
the board is nonbinding.

There are 59 community 
boards in the city, 14 of those are 
located in Queens. The boards 
play crucial roles, particularly 
in the community’s response to 
often controversial land use is-
sues. Developers, for example, 
must gain community board 
approval for a project before it 
goes for discussion before the 
City Council.

Boards also deal with qual-
ity of life concerns.

If the legislation is passed, 
the new rules will go into effect 
for new members appointed 
after April 2016. Members cur-
rently serving on community 
boards would not be affected by 
the proposed legislation.

Community board members 
do not agree with the idea.

“To penalize people who 
work hard in the community 
and have a legacy and a history 
is misguided,” said Joe Con-
ley, chairman of Community 
Board 2, who is stepping down 
after 23 years. “We have people 
in the boards very engaged in 
the community.”

Community Board 2 serves 
Woodside, Sunnyside and Long 
Island City.

Conley said the legisla-
tion “is missing the point,” 

BY MADINA TOURE

The site of a former dry 
cleaners’ service, which is 
part of a shopping center in 
Whitestone, is now being con-
sidered for the state Brown-
field Cleanup Program.

On July 14, the Great At-
lantic and Pacific Tea Com-
pany, a supermarket chain 
based in Montvale, N.J., sub-
mitted an application on be-
half of the former Johnny on 
the Spot Dry Cleaners on 152-
45 10th Ave. to the state De-
partment of Environmental 
Conservation’s Brownfield 
Cleanup Program.

It is a voluntary program 
that helps repair and rede-
velop brownfields, or con-
taminated properties. The 
application was completed by 
Oct. 29, according to the state 
Department of Environmen-
tal Protection. 

The site is part of the 
Whitestone Shopping Center, 
a 62,000-square-foot property 
on 153-01 10th Ave., which in-
cludes the Waldbaum’s super-
market, Subway restaurant, 
Sunshine Spa & Hair Salon, 
Cascarino’s Pizza, Cascari-
no’s upcoming Café 154, J.D. 
Opticians and the Astoria 
Bank, which is adjacent to 
the site. 

It was unclear what and if 
A&P planned to build on the 
site, but a brownfield applica-
tion indicates the company 
may have a project in mind, 
said Paul Graziano, an urban 
planning consultant and a 
historic preservationist. 

“If they want to redevelop 
the site in any way, they have 
to go through a brownfield 
cleanup,” Graziano said. “It’s 
in a manufacturing zone and 
my guess is if they want to do 
something besides what’s ex-
isting, then they are looking 
to go through this cleanup.”

The A&P has a 40-year 
lease on the property, accord-
ing to an agreement between 
Feil Whitestone and Wald-
baum’s Inc. dated Feb. 27, 
2004. 

A&P could not be reached 
for comment after repeated 
attempts. 

The primary contami-
nants of concern at the site 
include tetrachloroethene, 
a manufactured chemical 
commonly used in the dry 
cleaning of fabric, and its 
degradation products trichlo-
roethene, dichloroethene and 

vinyl chloride, according to 
the brownfield application. It 
is considered a probable hu-
man carcinogen.

People can be exposed 
to tetrachloroethene, also 
known as PERC, in air, wa-
ter and food, according to the 
state Department of Health, as 
well as through skin contact. 
People can also be exposed to 
the chemical if it evaporates 
from contaminated drinking 
water into air indoors while 
people cook food and wash 
clothes. 

The contaminants were 
identified in groundwater 
and soil vapor on the site, but 
a full remedial investigation 
is needed to determine the 
extent of contamination. The 
DOH is still assessing site 
data. 

In January, the Feil Or-
ganization, a New York City-
based real estate firm, bought 
the Waldbaum’s Shopping 
Center from Crow Holdings 
and Onyx Entities, a real es-
tate investment and manage-
ment firm for $23.9 million. 
On Aug. 28, the Feil Organi-
zation sold the property to 
A&P Real Property LLC.

The site had initially come 
to the DEC’s attention in late 
2010, said Rodney Rivera, 
special assistant for DEC’s 
Region 2 office, which serves 
Queens, the Bronx, Kings, 
New York and Richmond 
counties. 

Stantec Consulting Ser-
vices, A&P’s environmental 
engineering consultant, pre-
pared a site characterization 
work plan, which involved 
collecting a sufficient amount 
of data to determine whether 
the site has contaminants. 
Rivera said.

The DEP is considering the 
former Johnny on the Spot 
Dry Cleaners for its brown-
field cleanup program.  

At the Rincon Criollo restaurant in Corona, Rudy Acosta says discussion about the past, present and future of 
Cuba is always on the table. Photo by Michael Shain

DEP eyes brownfi eld
in 10th Ave. complex

Dromm seeks more term limits

Cubans mixed on shift
Exiles in Queens skeptical of U.S. move to end embargo

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 6
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because councilmen are the ones that 
make recommendations to the borough 
presidents to appoint and re-elect board 
members.

“Every two years, if they [Council 
members] want to remove a board mem-
ber they can,” Conley said. “They have 
the ability to remove people or to ap-
point them.”

Adrienne Adams, chairwoman of 
Community Board 12, which covers Ja-

maica, St. Albans and other southeast 
Queens neighborhoods, said her first 
reaction was one of “bewilderment.”

She asked, “How is term limits for un-
paid volunteers on community boards a 
priority for this City Council?”

Adams said board members who do 
not do their jobs should be removed. 
“But to penalize those who continue to 
give their time and expertise, I think, is 
a mistake and it sends the wrong mes-
sage.”

Borough President Melinda Katz 
said that she does not support term lim-
its for the community board members.

BY SARINA TRANGLE
 

Chain stores are multiplying across 
Queens.

The borough’s chain business sec-
tor grew 6.4 percent — more than any 
other borough — over the past year, 
according to a report released Monday 
by the Center for an Urban Future. The 
city-based think tank found the num-
ber of chain stores grew 2.8 percent 
citywide.

Queens currently counts 1,770 
chain stores, fewer than Manhattan, 
but more than any other borough. Big 
contributors to the proliferation in-
clude T-Mobile, which opened 17 stores; 
CVS, which grew by a dozen locations; 
7-Eleven, which added 10 outposts; and 
metroPCS and L’Occitane, which both 
debuted nine new stores, the report 
said.

The zip code 11373, which includes 
Queens Center Mall and surrounding 
parts of Corona and Elmhurst, includ-
ed the most national retailers — 144 —  
in Queens. 

Other zip codes with several chain 
stores include 11385 in Ridgewood, 
with 89 such businesses; Forest Hills, 
88; Jamaica, 79; Flushing, 72; Astoria, 
69; and Jackson Heights, 66. 

The zip code with John F. Kennedy 
International Airport, 11430, gained 
more chain stores than its counter-
parts across the borough, adding 19 
businesses, mostly inside the airport, 
according to Center for an Urban Fu-
ture Executive Director Jonathan 
Bowles.

“There’s been a lot of construction 
at JFK in recent years. New terminals 
have opened, some have refurbished 
and new retail has come in,” he said. 
“For instance, L’Occitane added nine 
new stores in Queens, and all nine of 
them were in the airport in different 
terminals and wings.”

Bowles said he has noticed nation-
al retailers heading to Queens over 
the past several years, propelled by a 

stronger economy, several solidly mid-
dle-class communities and new malls.

“For many years, parts of Queens 
were under-retailed. Residents of 
the borough felt like they didn’t have 
enough shopping choices, so I think 
national retailers across the city rec-
ognized that there was a market to 
tap,” he said. “In some neighborhoods 
the emergence of chain stores has 
pushed out some great independent 
businesses.” 

Robert MacKay, director of public 
relations, marketing and tourism at 
Queens Economic Development Corpo-
ration, interpreted the report as a posi-
tive prognosis for shopping strips.

“Shopping is alive and well in 
Queens,” MacKay said. “The worst 
thing for a shopping center is to have 
an empty storefront... people will ar-
gue, depending on their own tastes, 
whether they think chains are good 
or bad, but in the end, consumers de-
cide.”

Similarly, City Councilwoman Kar-
en Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills) said the 
stability of chain stores bolstered the 
local economy and kept customers in 
the borough.

“Especially this time of year, people 
don’t want to go into the city to go shop-
ping, so they shop in our local stores,” 
she said. “It’s good.”

Dunkin' Donuts has more Queens locations 
-- 161 in all -- than any other chain store, ac-
cording to the Center for an Urban Future. 

Photo by Michael Shain

Chain stores boom 
in Queens: Report

$CASH$$CASH$

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

Continued from Page 5 

Term limits
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FLIP

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio visited Rikers 
Island for the first time week to an-
nounce the end of punitive segregation 
for adolescents in city jails. The mayor 
joined Department of Corrections Com-
missioner Joe Ponte to say that as of 
Dec. 4, the DOC had moved all 16- and 
17-year-old inmates out of solitary con-
finement and ended the practice as a 
form of punishment for the youngest 
inmates at the nine operational jails on 
Rikers.

“By ending the use of punitive seg-
regation for adolescents, we are shifting 
away from a jail system that punished 
its youngest inmates, to one that is fo-
cused on rehabilitation with the goal of 
helping put these young new Yorkers on 
the path to better outcomes,” de Blasio 
said. “Commissioner Ponte is a proven 
change agent and today’s announce-
ment is one of a series of reforms under 
his leadership that will begin to stabilize 
the situation and unwind the decades of 
neglect that have led to unacceptable 
levels of violence on Rikers Island.”

Ponte took over the DOC last April 
and began reforms to develop a new, 
age-appropriate plan for managing the 
department’s youngest inmates.

“This reform will promote better 
behavior, psychological health and emo-
tional well-being among our youngest 

inmates while lessening violence,” Pon-
te said. “It represents best practices and 
the least restrictive environment, allow-
ing us to respond more appropriately to 
the special needs of this troubled popu-
lation, and help them reintegrate into 
the community when they leave our 
care and custody.”

The following day, U.S. Attorney 
Preet Bharara announced plans to join 

a class action lawsuit, against the city, 
alleging a pattern of unnecessary and 
excessive force at the city’s jails. The 
Justice Department has taken this le-
gal step as part of its ongoing effort to 
ensure that the DOC implements all 
needed institutional reforms promptly, 
and that these reforms are lasting, veri-
fiable, and enforceable through the judi-
cial process.

“Sometimes it’s the case that bu-
reaucracy can get in the way of reform-
minded thinking and comprehensive 
cultural change,” Bharara said. “We 
hope that won’t be the case here. Given 
the longstanding sad state of affairs at 
Rikers Island, our impatience is more 
than understandable. As I’ve said be-
fore, one way or the other, we will get 
enduring and enforceable reform at Rik-
ers Island.”

Meanwhile, a former Rikers Island 
captain, was found guilty Wednesday of 
one charge of violating the constitution-
al right of a prisoner to receive atten-
tion for serious medical needs. Howard 
Beach resident Terrence Pendergrass 
faces up to 10 years in jail for denying 
medical care for Jason Echevarria, who 
had eaten a highly toxic soap ball.

Two former corrections officers tes-
tified in the case that they had alerted 
Pendergrass to Echevarria’s worsening 
condition on Aug. 18, 2012. Pendergrass 
told Raymond Castro, one of the offi-
cers, “Don’t bother me unless someone 
is dead,” Castro told the jury.

Echavarria was found dead in his 
jail cell the following morning  . The 
city medical examiner found that the 
prisoner died as a result of the inges-
tion of a cuastic substance, and that he 
had chemical burns and scarring on his 
esophagus and trachea.

Mayor de Blasio pays his first visit to Rikers Island while the Justice Department takes legal 
action to address excessive force and violence at the prison. Photo by Ken Maldanado

Justice Dept sues City over Rikers violence
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North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021
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You can begin today. 
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POLICE 

Blotter
HOWARD BEACH — Suspected MS 

13 members from Long Island have been 
arrested and charged in the 2011 death 
of a young Ozone Park father, a federal 
indictment shows.

Fausto Campos and Juan Chicas-
Ramirez, among 14 other reputed La 
Mara Salvatrucha, or MS 13 gang mem-
bers, indicted on several robbery, mur-
der, assault and drug charges, allegedly 
gunned down Norman Mizzell in his 
128th Street bedroom June 5, 2011, ac-
cording to the indictment.

Attorney Steven Brill said his client, 
Fausto Campos, entered a not guilty plea 
when arraigned in U.S District Court in 
Central Islip.

“By all accounts, Mr. Campos was 
perceived as a hard-working, religious 
individual,” Brill said.

Chicas-Ramirez’ attorney was not 
immediately known.

At the time, neighbors reported 
hearing shots around 11:30 p.m., but po-
lice said they were not notified until 4:26 
p.m. the following day. Officers said they 

found the 30-year-old lying face-down in 
his bedroom with gunshot wounds to 
his chest and stomach.

Nearby residents described Mizzell 
as a recent tech school graduate apply-
ing for jobs repairing air conditioning. 

Campos and Ramirez face murder, 
conspiracy to murder and gun charges 
in connection with his death, the indict-

FLUSHING – An off-duty NYPD of-
ficer was arrested and charged with as-
sault Friday, the NYPD said. 

Myungde Lee, 32, was charged with 
two counts of assault and two counts of 
harassment, according to the criminal 
complaint.

Lee, along with Myung H. Lee, 30, 
Sun Kwan Yun, 36, and In Bok Lee, 39, 
allegedly punched Jin Kew Yang repeat-
edly about his face, head and body in 
the Hahm Ji Bach Restaurant on 40-11 

149 Place in Flushing, the complaint 
said. Yang allegedly sustained swelling 
and bleeding to his lip, a laceration on 
his forehead, scratches on his neck and 
face and back pain, the complaint con-
tinued. 

The complaint also says that the 
group punched Jinguk Kim in the res-
taurant, causing him to have a nose 
bleed, swelling and bleeding on his lip. 

Both acts were caught on the restau-
rant’s camera, the complaint said.

BAYSIDE — Police are searching 
for the driver of a car who following a 
road rage encounter, attacked a man 
with a broom handle.

According to authorities, the sus-
pect assaulted the victim, 27,  with a 

broom in the intersection of Utopia 
Parkway and Northern Boulevard on 
Oct. 31.

The NYPD said the alleged attacker 
fled in a black Volvo on Utopia park-
way.

Police seek road rage driver in Bayside

Off-duty cop charged with assault

13 charged in death of Ozone Park father
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Congressman Joe Crowley
wishes you a 

Merry Christmas,
Happy Hanukkah &

Happy New Year!

Paid for by Crowley for Congress

JACKSON HEIGHTS — A young 
father was fatally stabbed outside his 
Jackson Heights apartment on Friday, 
Dec.9, according to the NYPD. Steven 
Shimabuku, 25, was able to stagger to 
his home on 90th Street before collaps-
ing in front of his girlfriend. Upon arriv-
ing at the scene, officers from the 115th 

Precinct discovered that Shimabuku 
had been stabbed in the torso.

EMS transported the victim to 
Elmhurst Hospital Center where he 
was pronounced DOA, the NYPD says. 
There are no arrests and the investiga-
tion is ongoing.

Jackson Heights man fatally stabbed
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BY BILL PARRY

Thomas Galante will not 
go quietly. The disgraced 
former president and chief 
executive officer of Queens 
Library is planning to sue 
the board of trustees for fir-
ing him  this week.

Galante’s lawyer said he 
was wrongfully terminated 
by the board Dec. 16. Attorney 
Hillary Zilz Prudlo would not 
say if Galante would demand 
to be reinstated to his post or 
seek a financial settlement.

She did say that Galante, 
who devoted 27 years of his 
professional career to the 
Queens Library, was disap-
pointed by the action of the 
newly reconstituted board.

“For the past year Mr. Gal-
ante has been under constant 
attack in press accounts that 
have been based on inappro-
priate comments about and 
 leaks of library information,” 
Prudlo wrote in a statement. 
“Because of his integrity and 
respect for the Library as an 
institution, Tom has chosen 
not to respond in the press. 
When he does speak public-
ly, it will be in a forum that 
values the truth and not the 
half-truths and distortions 
that so far have monopolized 
the press accounts.”

The board  voted unani-
mously to dismiss  Galante, 
who is being investigated by 
the FBI, federal prosecutors 
and the city Department of 
Investigations for alleged 
misuse of funds.

The vote was made by 
a show of hands in a tense 
meeting in a conference room 
at Jamaica Central Library 
late Dec. 16.

An argument among 
trustees broke out soon after 
the vote and reporters were 

escorted from the room as the 
board returned to executive 
session behind closed doors.

“This evening the board 
of trustees heard a report by 
counsel,” the board said in 
a statement. “Based on that 
and a prior report by counsel, 
a decision was made to ter-
minate immediately Mr. Gal-
ante’s employment. As the 
library moves forward, the 
board of trustees will contin-
ue working to ensure greater 
transparency and the proper 
administration of the library 
and its funds in furtherance 
of its mission. Queens Li-
brary will continue to pro-
vide outstanding value to the 
people of Queens.”

Galante had been placed 
on indefinite leave in Septem-
ber, after his alleged misuse 
of funds came to light, but 
he was still being paid  his 
$392,000 salary. Galante’s dis-
missal came after the trust-
ees reviewed his expense ac-
counts.

Borough President Melin-
da Katz, who used the power 
of her office to oust several 
rogue trustees from the 
board in July,  said the day 
of the vote “Tonight’s action 
further restores faith and 
trust in the management of 
the Queens Library. The re-
formed board of trustees con-
tinues to move the library in 
the right direction consistent 
with its educational purpose. 
Sunlight is the best disinfec-
tant, and the dark days of this 
saga are finally behind us.”

 Mayor de Blasio joined 
Katz in removing eight trust-
ees from the library board.

Katz saluted the library’s 
staff and volunteers in each 
branch who “kept the day-to-
day going even when all else 
was in flux.”

BY SADEF KULLY

In the days after the Tali-
ban attack on the Public Army 
School in northern city of Pe-
shawar in Pakistan left more 
than 140 children and staff 
members dead, Pakistanis 
have gathered across the city 
in total shock at candlelight 
vigils to support the victims 
and their families halfway 
across the world. 

New York City has the 
largest Pakistani-American 
immigrant population in the 
United States at an estimated 
200,000, according to the 2010 
United States Census. Most of 
the population lives in Queens 
and Brooklyn. 

“The people and their feel-
ings —  there is a real sense of 
trauma and awe. I have been 
a reporter for almost 12 years 
now and this is the first time 
I have seen this level of deep 
sympathy,” said Mohammed 
Farrukh, a reporter at the 
Pakistan Post, an Urdu week-
ly newspaper based in Fresh 
Meadows. “This cuts deep into 
the Pakistani community in 
New York.” 

In Pakistan, the attack was 
the most horrific to take place 
in the history of the country. 
Pakistan is a country rife with 
political, social, and economic 
disparities while battling ter-
rorism under an Islamic ban-
ner. Pakistani news channels 
that broadcast in the United 
States showed an outpouring 
of anger and questions for the 
government, while Pakistanis 
and Pakistani-Americans 
sought some solace from each 
other. 

“The Peshawar attack was 
devastating.  My heart hurt for 
those people and I just wanted 
everyone to come together, 
unite against such atrocious 
acts and say a little prayer,” 
said Sunnya Sultan-Sheikh, 
who was in the midst of or-
ganizing a candlelight vigil 
in Union Square which many 
Queens residents and Paki-
stanis in the Greater New York 
area attended last Friday.

 “I wanted to let the entire 
world know that terrorism has 
no religion — that terrorism 
does not see if you’re Muslim, 
non-Muslim, a kid, a baby, or 
an adult,” Sultan-Sheikh said.

 “I feel that this event has 
left me torn. I had a friend 
who wrote to me asking if Is-
lam was against education. I 
said No! How could you be so 
ignorant, I thought…but then 
again that is the message that 
was put out there.”

 Pakistan has been at the 
front and center of the fight 
against terrorism since New 
York’s Sept 11 attack. The 
country has deep historical 
ties with the Taliban. Since 
the war on terror, the United 
States has conducted 405 con-
firmed drone strikes, which 
have led to more than 3,000 
deaths according to the Bu-
reau of Investigative Jour-
nalism. Pakistan’s army has 
conducted several military 
operations to disband terror-
ist groups across the country, 
including an ongoing military 
offensive operation that began 
in June. 

“This has been an over-
whelmingly emotional time 
for Pakistanis in New York 
and the community has re-
sponded positively by showing 

up in incredible numbers in 
a short amount of time,” said 
Arshad Hussain, community 
organizer of the Muttahida 
Quami Movement’s New York 
chapter, a Pakistani political 
party that has vehemently 
stood against the Taliban and 
extremism in Pakistan. In 
New York, the political party 
operates as a non-profit com-
munity organization targeting 
education, poverty, and health 
care in Pakistan. 

Hussain had organized a 
large candlelight vigil in Jack-
son Heights within 24 hours of 
the attacks. 

“The world knows how 
terrible the [Taliban] are and 
Pakistanis are a witness to 
these terrible tragedies,” said 
Hussain, who left Pakistan 
during a time when extrem-
ism was beginning to spread 
and he felt it was not a safe 
place for him to build a future.

 “The United States saved 
my life,” Hussain said. “ If I 
was not here, then there is 
strong chance I would be dead 
today.”

The Queens Library board of trustees ousted President and CEO 
Thomas Galante in a unanimous vote. Photo by Bill Parry

A twilight rally was held in Union Square in remembrance of the 
more than 140 children killed in a Taliban terrorist attack in northern 
Pakistan.  Photo by Sadef A. Kulley

Vigils reject terror
Boro Pakistanis mourn 140 children killed by Taliban

Galante vows to sue
after library fi ring

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY MADINA TOURE

Seniors at the Pomonok Senior Cen-
ter in Flushing will no longer have to 
worry about walking to the center.

Last week City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Fresh Meadows), state 
Assemblyman Michael Simanowitz 
and state Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky (D-
Flushing) announced 10 additional 
temporary parking spaces for seniors 
at the center on 67-09 Kissena Blvd. and 
are asking the New York City Housing 
Authority to renew the spaces once 
they expire in April 2015. 

“There are people who live in Pomo-
nok who can’t walk to the senior center 
because it’s too far,” Lancman said. “In 
addition, the senior center is open to 
everyone.”

Queens Community House, the or-
ganization that runs the center, bought 
10 parking spots, but the center still 
had a half-empty parking lot. 

“NYCHA finally gave parking pass-
es for 10 spots for the senior center so 
seniors can have a place to park and not 
be frustrated by the fact that there’s a 
half-empty parking lot that they don’t 
have access to,” Lancman said.

Other lawmakers said the new 
spots will better serve the senior com-
munity. 

“Senior citizens can once again vis-
it the center freely without having to 
worry about if they will be able to park 
close enough to walk,” Stavisky said in 
a statement. “This is a great benefit to 
the Pomonok community and the hun-
dreds of seniors who visit the center 
every day,”

Simanowitz agreed.
“These spaces are vital to insuring 

the long-term viability of this impor-
tant community facility,” he said. “It is 
my hope that this leads to further dia-
logue to not only continue increasing 
the number of spots in the center’s lot 
but to make the existing spaces perma-
nent.”

Some were not as enthusiastic. 
Monica Corbett, president of the 

Pomonok Residents Association, said 
she hoped for the spaces to be perma-
nent.

“I am incredibly disappointed that 
NYCHA has only given temporary 
parking in a lot that is consistently 
not filled to capacity,” Corbett said. 
“I hope they act to make these spaces 
permanent.”

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

Pomonok seniors can park 
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PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

A GREAT READ
A powerful story of a child caught in the complex 

social service system, who grows to become 
a college professor, community leader and a 

provider of youth services in southeast Queens.

Amazon 5 Star Reviews:

“This is a brilliant piece 
of work touched by 
excellence.”

“It’s an extremely 
moving story, an 
inspirational tale of 
overcoming adversity 
and the power of 
mentorship.”
Dr. Jack Estes, 
Retired CUNY professor 
and publisher

To arrange a book signing, call Nzingha at 
718-723-1416  

Find the book at Amazon.com

JAMAICA HS LOCKED DOWN, CLEARED OUT
Jamaica High School was evacuated briefly when a student left school during mid-
day and returned wearing a ski mask. Unsure of the threat, officials locked down 
the school and hustled students outside. At least one student was taken into cus-
tody.   Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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BY BILL PARRY

Straphangers from Long Island City 
will have to bear the brunt of another 
round of weekend service shutdowns 
of the No. 7 subway line beginning 
next month. The MTA announced that 
disruptions will affect the line on 12 
weekends during the first five months 
of 2015.

On nine of those weekends, begin-
ning Jan. 17, there will be no service in 
either direction between Queensboro 
Plaza and Times Square-42nd Street. 
The MTA said the shutdowns are re-
quired for work on three improvement 
projects — installing a new signal sys-
tem, replacing tracks and restoring the 
Steinway Tubes.

“The majority of this work is sched-
uled over weekends when ridership is 
lower and gives our workers continu-
ous, train-free access to the 7 line,” the 
MTA states on its website.

“We are aware of the inconvenience 
these and other disruptions cause, and 
we appreciate your patience.”

The service shutdown will expand 
to 74th St-Broadway during two other 
weekends this winter, Feb. 27-March 2 
and March 6-9.

Free shuttle buses will run between 
impacted stations during the outages.

The MTA will also stop weekend ser-
vice on the No. 7 between Mets-Willets 
Point and Flushing-Main Street on 
Jan.2-5 and Jan. 9-12.

BY MADINA TOURE
 
Queens lawmakers are saying the 

potential health risks associated with 
hydraulic fracturing outweigh the 
benefits after Gov. Andrew Cuomo an-
nounced a ban  on the procedure  last 
week.

“The governor based his decision on 
the science – not the demands of oil and 
gas drillers looking for a quick buck,” 
U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-Astoria) 
said in a statement. “The public health 
risks posed by contamination of our air, 
land and water are too great to allow 
high-volume, horizontal fracking in our 
beautiful state.”

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
who introduced a resolution in the City 
Council as well as the first ban bill, 
called the procedure the “single most 
serious environmental issue” facing the 
state and credited grassroots efforts for 
helping to encourage a ban.

“To fight this, the greatest grassroots 
effort ever was organized to fight hy-
drofracking,” Avella said. “There were 
groups that sprung up all over the state, 
volunteer organizations, some regular 
environmental groups, but it was a tre-
mendous effort all over the state to say 
‘no’ to hydrofracking.”

Acting DOH Commissioner Dr. How-
ard Zucker recommended the ban after 
his public health review noted possible 
health risks linked to fracking.

“I think it would be reckless to pro-
ceed in New York until more authorita-
tive research is done,” Zucker said in a 
statement. “I asked myself, ‘Would I let 
my family live in a community with 
fracking?’ The answer is no. I therefore 

cannot recommend anyone else’s family 
to live in such a community either.”

In 2012, state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation Commissioner 
Joe Martens asked the DOH to review 
a draft report. The DOH review raised 
questions about the negative health im-
pact as well as whether there are strong 
enough mitigation measures in place. 

In January 2013, Avella, state Sen. 
Joseph Addabbo (D-Howard Beach) and 
City Councilman James Sanders (D-
Laurelton) and other state senators sent 
a letter to Gov. Andrew Cuomo calling 
for more transparency in the health im-
pact review as well as a public comment-
ing period.  

Addabbo said that even if fracking 
would bring in more jobs as well as 
increased economic development and 
revenues, the risks of fracking stood out 
more prominently. 

“Even if that’s slightly true, the wa-
ter quality or the need to protect our wa-
ter outweighs any kind of benefit that 
may come out of that,” he said. 

Joseph Addabbo

No. 7 train shutdowns
resume for 12 weekends

Queens pols praise 
proposed fracking ban 

Continued on Page 19
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Finally! It has been more than 
50 years that we have elected 
to ostracize Cuba. The flawed 
thinking was that somehow iso-
lating them in their capsulized 
Communist vacuum would some-
how magically allow the fresh 
air of Democracy to infiltrate. 
The premise is as impossible 
mentally as it is physically.

Breaking the seal and open-
ing the lock, allowing an inter-

change of people, vis a vis ideas 
to be exchanged between the two 
countries, is the best way to il-
luminate the advantages of one 
political system compared to an-
other. The more exposure, such 
as the Internet, cell phones, news 
periodicals and such, the more 
educated will be the public with 
the knowledge to intelligently 
evaluate.

The Rubios of our country 
who object to this simple premise 
I fear are more concerned with 
vengeance and punishment than 
with progress and improvement. 
As always, the fact that President 
Barack Obama executed the obvi-
ous does little to encourage their 
acceptance.

Nicholas Zizelis
Bayside

PROUD MEMBER OF NEW YORK PRESS ASSOCIATION

BRIAN RICE
Publisher

ROZ LISTON
Editor

KEVIN ZIMMERMAN
News Editor

PAUL JANNACE
Copy Editor

JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Sports Editor

RALPH D’ONOFRIO
V.P. of Advertising

ADVERTISING
Senior Account Executive:
Kathy Wenk

Account Executives: 
David Strauss
Sherri Rossi
Suzanne Green
LeBert McBean
Enid Rodriguez

OFFICE MANAGER
Linda Lindenauer

CIRCULATION
Roberto Palacios

CEO:
Les Goodstein

PRESIDENT
Jennifer Goodstein

CLASSIFIED
Classified Director:
Amanda Tarley

Classified Sales 
Manager:
Eugena Pechenaya

EDITORIAL STAFF
Reporters: Bill Parry, 
Sarina Trangle, Kelsey Durham, 
Juan Soto, Madina Toure
Photographers: Nat Valentine,
Ellis Kaplan, Norm Harris, 
Maria Lopez, Ken Maldonado, 
Yinghao Luo, Caroll Alvarado, 
William Thomas, Robert Cole
Cartoonist: Tip Sempliner
Contributing Writers/Columnists: 
Bob Harris, Kenneth Kowald, 
Suzanne Parker, Ronald B. 
Hellman, William Lewis, Bob 
Friedrich, Prem Calvin Prashad, 
Laura Rahill

ART & PRODUCTION 
Art Director: Leah Mitch
Layout Manager: 
Yvonne Farley
Designer: Earl Ferrer
Layout: Rod Ivey

The time has come for reflection – not polariz-
ing rhetoric – on what the murders of two police 
officers mean for Queens and the rest of the city. 
We have lost two men who dedicated their lives to 
protecting us from petty crime and random vio-
lence as part of New York’s ascent from the dark 
days of the 1980s.

New York is a much kinder, gentler place than 
it was 30 years ago when crack ruled the streets 
and Officer Eddie Bryne was gunned down inside 
his patrol car in South Jamaica on the orders of a 
jailed drug lord in 1988. With the dramatic drop in 
crime has come pressure from Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio and other New Yorkers to reform some of the 
police practices used to rein in criminals during 
much more dangerous times.

The death of Eric Garner, a black man, in 
Staten Island from a chokehold applied by a white 
detective brought the tension between the mayor 
and the police into bold relief. De Blasio’s perspec-
tive has been shaped by his role as the husband of 
a black woman and the father of two biracial chil-
dren. Like President Obama, he has feet in both 
worlds and views race from a more nuanced van-
tage point than most of us.

The Police Benevolent Association has inter-
preted the mayor’s stance as a direct affront to the 
NYPD, but it appears to be more of an effort on de 
Blasio’s part to balance minorities’ rights with 
modifying police tactics. The mayor has made it 
clear many times that he supports the police.

PBA President Patrick Lynch said de Blasio 
“has blood on his hands” in the fatal shootings of 
the two officers in Brooklyn. It is counterproduc-
tive to parcel out blame for the tragic behavior of 
the mentally unhinged gunman who may have 
come to New York from Baltimore because it was 
closer than Ferguson, Mo.

We are heartbroken over the deaths of the two 
officers, which have deeply wounded this city.

Queens, which is home to many NYPD officers 
who patrol the streets, and the other boroughs are 
at a crossroads.

“The city is tired and needs to heal,” Borough 
President Melinda Katz told the paper Tuesday, 
saying the mourning must be followed by open 
discussions on the distrust between communities 
and the police across the city.

The best way we can honor the two officers’ 
memory and comfort their families is to turn 
down the volume on the inflammatory rants and 
do some serious soul-searching about how Queens 
can help bridge that rift.

STEPS TO HEALING

Warming of Cuba relations overdue

Fire fighters battle wind-whipped blaze on the roof of an apartment building at 97th Street amp Liberty Ave in Ozone 
Park. More than 24 famiies were displaced by the fire. Photo by Richard York
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Our city is in mourning 
over the tragic loss of two of 
New York’s Finest, murdered 
in an unspeakable act of vio-
lence while sitting in their pa-
trol car on a Brooklyn street a 
week before Christmas.

This sickening assassina-
tion came in the wake of un-
relenting divisiveness and 
racially charged rhetoric al-
most daily from Al Sharpton, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio and other 
elected officials in response 
to the incidents in Ferguson, 
Mo., and Staten Island.

The incendiary rhetoric 
emanating from City Hall 
for weeks has exposed police 
officers to violent behavior 
that often percolates when 
raw emotions are stoked and 
racism is blamed for all per-
ceived transgressions of po-
lice conduct. The absence of 

rational analysis amid many 
disparate factors brews a 
toxic mindset that can foment 
distrust and provocation.

Despite pressure from 
outside groups, even the fam-
ily of Eric Garner refused to 
join the chorus of “racism” 
that was blamed for his un-
timely death. But with de 
Blasio at the helm, it seems 
that all incidents are viewed 
through a colored lens.

Dire predictions of may-
hem and violence emanating 
from the cascade of incendi-
ary rhetoric from elected of-
ficials was not unforeseen by 
the Patrolman’s Benevolent 
Association and others who 
were summarily ignored by 
the mayor and City Council.

Instead, these elected of-
ficials propagated an atmo-
sphere that led to thousands 
of organized protesters in 
Manhattan chanting “What 
do we want? Dead cops! When 
do we want them? Now!”

One need look no further 
than Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., to understand that words 
and symbolism matter and 
have consequences. When 

the spoken word called for 
restraint and temperance, 
Mayor de Blasio’s escalating 
rhetoric was nothing short of 
divisive and reckless.

Instead of aspirational 
leadership, emotions are 
stoked when the mayor tells 
us that he “had to literally 
train” his son Dante, “in how 
to take special care in any 
encounter he has with police 
officers.”

The mayor should be re-
minded that the NYPD not 
only resembles the city it 
represents, but has the few-
est incidents of police initi-
ated shootings per capita of 
any city in the nation. It is 
an exemplary institution that 
should be emulated not exco-
riated.

The mayor’s heated rheto-
ric has arrayed a large swath 
of the city’s residents against 
those very officers who are 
charged with their protection 
and safety.

On Dec. 8, a near majority 
of City Council members par-
ticipated in a “die-in” dem-
onstration at City Hall, lying 
down and playing dead on 

the City Council floor. After-
wards, a few of them left the 
chamber to join marchers in 
a disruptive traffic-blocking 
protest on Broadway.

These very same public 
officials who, blatantly or 
subtly, accused the NYPD 
of institutional racism and 
malfeasance and participated 
in demonstrations support-
ing such condemnation have 
rightly cried out against 
this brutal assassination 
but should now not pretend 
that their actions are discon-
nected from the atmosphere 
they themselves helped cre-
ate.

Patrick Lynch, president of 
the PBA, spoke of the dangers 
of such behavior by elected of-
ficials and called their actions 
on Dec. 8 “reprehensible.”

When City Hall is turned 
into street theater and divi-
sive provocation from politi-
cal leaders goes unchallenged, 
bedlam and disorder will re-
sult. The psychopathic killer 
of the two police officers was 
just as sick months ago as he 
was last week. We’ll never 
know if the racially charged 

atmosphere incited by elected 
officials and community ac-
tivists was the nudge needed 
to embolden such action by 
these types of deranged indi-
viduals. Once uncorked, it’s 
hard to put the genie back in 
the bottle.

The NYPD had a 70 percent 
approval rating the day Mike 
Bloomberg left office. In a year 
since the new mayor has been 
elected, many feel this city is 
not the same. Elections have 
consequences, and we are see-
ing those consequences now 
play out in real time.

On Jan. 13 at noon at 
Queens Borough Hall, 120-55 
Queens Blvd in Kew Gardens, 
you can have the mayor hear 
your voice. A huge nonparti-
san public rally to support and 
honor the NYPD is being held 
on that day.

Bob Friedrich is president 
of Glen Oaks Village, a com-
munity leader and former can-
didate for the NYC Council

The radio program featur-
ing host John Catsimatidis 
has been growing in inter-
est since it started several 
months ago on Sunday morn-
ings at 970 AM from 9-10 a.m.

He has interviewed elected 
and appointed officials from 
both Republican and Demo-
cratic ranks, as well as people 
from various positions in 
business, arts and sciences.

His program focuses on 
aspects of current city, state 
and national issues. As the 
radio show has grown, there 
has been some discussion of 
expanding it into two pro-
grams on Sunday morning. 

This would include one show 
concentrating on city and 
state matters and the other 
program would deal with na-
tional and international is-
sues.

If this situation led to two 
radio shows, it would increase 
the listening audience. This 
program appeals to most po-
litical views as it grows. Very 
few radio or television shows 
have expanded into two pro-
grams. We will see how that 
develops.

Catsimatidis has said he 
wants to see the illegal im-
migrant program solved. He 
believes that efforts should 
be made to unite families. 
However, at the same time he 
would like to have seen Presi-
dent Barack Obama trying to 
work with the two houses of 
Congress, rather than use an 
executive order to implement 
his views.

He indicated that the Re-

publican strong vote in the 
November election shows that 
the American people wanted 
change in federal and state 
government policy. Next year, 
with the Republican Party in 
control of both the U.S. Senate 
and the House of Representa-
tives, we will see what chang-
es occur.

Catsimatidis also believes 
that the elections of 2014 will 
have a large effect on the elec-
tions of 2016. He believes that 
there will be primaries in 
both Republican and Demo-
cratic parties for the office of 
president. He indicated that 
Hillary Clinton will have 
competitors for the Democrat-
ic Party nomination. In the 
Republican Party there will 
be a number of candidates.

Regarding state and local 
matters, he favors a June pri-
mary for all offices. He thinks 
that with party primaries 
completed in June, the win-

ning candidates will have 
time to prepare for the No-
vember general election.

Catsimatidis favors the 
two-party system but at the 
same time believes that citi-
zens should have an oppor-
tunity to express themselves 
through third parties if they 
wish to do so.

In regard to city law en-
forcement, he said Police 
Commissioner Bill Bratton 
has done an excellent job up 
to this point, but he thinks 
Mayor Bill de Blasio has not 
been giving him the support 
he needs to fight crime in the 
city.

About a future world’s 
fair, Catsimatidis indicated 
that the governor and mayor 
would have to show an inter-
est for a world’s fair project to 
get off the ground. So far, this 
interest has not materialized, 
especially from the mayor’s 
office.

As to the controversy of 
maintaining horses and car-
riages in Central Park, Catsi-
matidis strongly favors hav-
ing them. He points out that 
horses and carriages have 
been used in Central Park for 
over 150 years, going back to 
the time when Central Park 
was first built. He indicated 
that the horses and carriages 
add to the traditions of New 
York City. He thinks most New 
York City residents would fa-
vor keeping them.

Next year, Catsimatidis 
would hope that the state Leg-
islature would give priority 
to creating more jobs for our 
citizens. More employment is 
definitely needed at this point 
in time.

John Catsimatidis’ radio 
program will be raising many 
issues as we go into 2015 and 
beyond.

COLUMNS

City Hall rhetoric fomented distrust of police

William
Lewis

n

Bob 
Friedrich

On Point

Catsimatidis may expand Sunday radio show
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Born in Harlem on Dec. 20, 
1981, Royal Terence Ivey is a 
former professional basketball 
player. He currently coaches 
the Oklahoma City Blue of the 
NBA Developmental League 
and runs an event for youth 
in Hollis called the Defending 
Your Dream Basketball & Life 
Skills Clinic.

Ivey developed a reputa-
tion as a steady journeyman 
through a pro career span-
ning 10 seasons and five teams 
in two countries. He reached 
the NBA finals with the Okla-
homa City Thunder in 2012, 
but the team fell to LeBron 
James and the Miami Heat in 
five games.

He has a younger brother, 
Sterling, who assists at the 
elder Ivey’s basketball camps. 
Ivey also is the son of Rod Ivey, 
a page designer for this news-

paper.
The future NBA point 

guard gained recognition for 
his skills on the hardwood at 
Cardozo High School in Bay-
side before transferring to 
the exclusive Blair Academy 
in New Jersey. After shooting 
the lights out at the prep level, 
Ivey accepted a scholarship 
to play for the University of 
Texas, where he started in 126 
games, a school record.

After a stellar career with 
the Longhorns, Royal Ivey was 
selected in the second round of 
the NBA draft by the Atlanta 

Hawks with the 37th overall 
pick. With the selection, he 
joined Rafer Alston and Duane 
Causwell as former Cardozo 
basketball phenoms who made 
the jump to the big leagues. 
Ivey played three years with 
his first team and started a to-
tal of 89 games.

For the remainder of his 
pro career, the former Queens 
cager shuttled between the 
Milwaukee Bucks, Philadel-
phia 76ers and Oklahoma City 
Thunder and started a total of 
25 games over eight seasons. 
He came off the bench once 

in the 2012 Finals against the 
Heat and scored six points.

As of 2014, the 6-foot-4 
point guard appears to have 
wrapped up his playing career. 
He returned to the Thunder on 
a 10-day contract in January, 
but team management chose 
not to extend the deal. The 
hoops star from Harlem fin-
ished the 2013-14 season with 
the Guangdong Southern Ti-
gers of the Chinese Basketball 
Association.

Over the years, the former 
NBA player from New York 
has applied his same unyield-
ing work ethic to life off of the 
court as well.

During the 2011 lockout, 
the former college standout re-
turned to Austin to complete 
his college degree. Comment-
ing on his newest achievement, 
the college graduate reflected 

“My mom would always say, ‘I 
didn’t send you to school to be 
in the NBA.’ That was just ic-
ing on the cake.”

Royal Ivey played in 492 
games in 10 years in the NBA, 
starting 114. He averaged 3.3 
points a game and shot 36 per-
cent from beyond the 3-point 
arc.

On Sept. 14 this year, Ivey 
began the next stage of his ca-
reer when the Thunder came 
calling once again.

Ivey was named an assis-
tant coach of the Developmen-
tal League Oklahoma City Blue 
in their inaugural season.

The future is bright for this 
Queens high school kid who 
made it to the big leagues.

For further information, 
call the Greater Astoria His-
torical Society at (718) 278-
0700, or visit astorialic.org.

COLUMNS

Catching up with a former Queens hoops standout

Like many freshmen, May-
or Bill de Blasio had some mo-
ments of glory and some rook-
ie stumbles in his first year in 
office. Now, as we head into 
the holiday season of good 
cheer (and school break), here 
is a brief report card on his 
performance in some difficult 
subjects:

PUBLIC SAFETY: It’s 
hard to believe that major 
crime went down once again 
this year, continuing a re-
markable two-decade-plus 
slide in a city many thought 
was ungovernable in the early 
1990s. Murders dropped once 
again and all major crimes 
were down about 5 percent 
from last year. Even more re-
markably, all this was accom-
plished with a huge decrease 
in the use of “stop and frisk,” 
one of the key crime-fighting 
techniques of the previous 
administration. The mayor 
and Police Commissioner Bill 
Bratton deserve huge kudos 
for keeping the city safe while 

also reforming “stop and 
frisk.” Grade: A

EDUCATION: Getting uni-
versal pre-K approved in his 
first few months in office and 
then launching what is essen-
tially a whole new grade by 
September definitely stands 
out as the singular achieve-
ment of the de Blasio adminis-
tration’s maiden year. There’s 
no doubt that getting kids in 
school a year earlier will pay 
long-term dividends. On the 
other side of the ledger, how-
ever, the mayor still seems to 
have an aversion to charter 
schools, but is grudgingly 
allowing them to expand be-
cause they have a strong ally 
in Albany in Gov. Cuomo.  
Now de Blasio has to tackle 
the black hole of middle-school 
education, raise the overall 
high-school graduation rate, 
work on teacher development 
and retention and, of course, 
make sure the Common Core 
curriculum succeeds. There 
are lots of tests ahead for the 
mayor and his chancellor, 
Carmen Farina. Grade: A−

POLICE-COMMUNITY 

RELATIONS: Some may say 
that the mayor is not to blame 
for the Eric Garner incident, 
lack of indictment and the cha-
os that has ensued with mass 

protests and the recent assas-
sination of two cops. They may 
be right, but one of the down-
sides of being the boss is that 
along with the kudos, comes 
the blame when things don’t 
go well. The mayor has tried 
very hard to skate between 
qualified support for the men 
in blue and feeling empathy 
for the family of Garner and 
the thousands of protesters 
who have hit the streets after 
the no-indictment grand jury. 
Gone are the days of a mayor 
who is absolutely, positively 
always siding with the cops; 
Giuliani and Bloomberg made 
an art of that and it invari-
ably bruised the city’s minor-
ity community at times. Now, 
with Al Sharpton back in the 
racial mix (where was he dur-
ing the Bloomberg era?) and 
with city’s tabloids fanning 
the flames of cop vs. citizen 
conflagration, we are witness-
ing a brush fire that may be-
come a four-alarm blaze. The 
mayor needs to become the 
“Uniter-in-Chief” and make 
both heads of the Patrolmen’s 
and Sergeant’s unions his bes-
ties, or this issue could engulf 
his next few years. Did some-
one say “Dinkins Redux?” 
Grade: D

AFFORDABLE HOUS-

ING: The mayor hired a great 
team of people, including 
Alicia Glen and Carl Weis-
brod, to spearhead his ambi-
tious attempt to build more 
than 200,000 affordable units 
in the next decade. His first 
year, he definitely set a strong 
tone and precedent with his 
hardball negotiation with the 
owners of the Domino Sugar 
Factory in Brooklyn. But the 
actual number of new units 
getting off the ground in the 
first year is not on pace with 
the mayor’s ambitious long-
term plan, so he may have to 
hit the remedial room in 2015 
to make up lost ground.  He 
also didn’t help the affordable 
housing cause by ham-hand-
edly campaigning for state 
Senate Democrats who lost 
badly in the recent election; 
with rent regulations up for 
renewal in 2015 in Albany, he 
does not have many allies in 
the state Senate’s Republican 
majority. If a large chunk of 
rent-regulated apartments go 
to market rate in the next few 
years, the mayor will feel like 
Sisyphus as the net number of 
affordable units actually goes 
down during his first term. 
Stay tuned and watch how the 
mayor plays ball with Albany 
and the governor in early 

2015. Grade: B

LEARNING FROM MIS-

TAKES: The mayor probably 
needs to have more than a bet-
ter alarm clock to make sure 
he shows up when he says he 
will; he needs a person he 
trusts to pull him out of bed, 
end meetings or cancel un-
necessary appointments so he 
can shake his reputation for 
tardiness. And in personnel 
matters, he probably needs 
to be more decisive in getting 
rid of non-essential staffers 
such as Rachel Noerdlingder 
when their alleged misdeeds 
start dominating the tabloid 
headlines. The mayor prob-
ably also needs to hit the reset 
button in his relations with 
the police unions; their an-
tipathy was one of the things 
that sunk David Dinkins in 
1993 — and since the mayor 
had a front-row seat at that 
slow motion debacle he should 
be especially aware of the per-
ils of upsetting the city’s “thin 
blue line.” Grade: D

Tom Allon, president of City 
& State NY, was a Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed may-
oral candidate in 2013 before 
he left to return to the private 
sector. Reach him at tallon@cit-
yandstateny.com. 

n

Grading de Blasio’s fi rst year in offi ce
Mayoral 

Spin Cycle
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A moment of silence led by Nathaniel Hezikiah and Brigette Hagard at the Triumph Holiday 
Dinner lin Jamaica.  Photo by Nat Valentine

TRIUMPH OVER IMPOSSIBE LOSS

The parents of Sean Bell, William and Valerie Bell, were honored at the dinner. 
Photo by Nat Valentine

The Triumph Holiday Dinner brought together Queens families who have lost children and 
loved ones to gun violence. A network of support groups, like the one here, have grown up 
to help them through.  Photo by Nat Valentine
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Focus COMPILED BY PAUL JANNACE

(L. to r.) Assemblyman Mike Miller, Congresswoman Grace 
Meng, Laura Ziliajevaite from the Lithuania Consulate and, 
Dr. Paul Michael Kazas visit the Knights of Lithuania Maspeth 
Council 110 Christmas Celebration Sunday.  

Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Mike Miller’s office

Assemblyman Mike Miller (second from l.) visits the 
American Legion Post 118 Christmas Party Sunday in 
Woodhaven. Miller is pictured with members of the 
American Legion Post 118 and Santa Claus.  

Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Mike Miller’s office

Council Member Elizabeth Crowley (far r.) joins special edu-
cation students from Ridgewood’s PS 88 for a musical per-
formance of “Frosty the Snowman” Dec. 5 at Oak Ridge in 
Forest Park. Dozens of students, grades K-5, enjoyed the mu-
sical production of “Frosty” by Plaza Theatrical Productions, 
which has been performing in Forest Park for over a decade.  

Photo courtesy of Council Member Elizabeth Crowley’s office

Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder visits the St. Helen Catholic 
Academy Christmas Fair Dec. 8. The annual fair brought 
hundreds of local families out to the school gymnasi-
um at Father Dooley Hall in Howard Beach.  

Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder’s office

Queens Borough President Melinda Katz (r.) presents 
a proclamation to Jerry LaMura, who retired Dec. 5 af-
ter 36 years in city government, 30 of which were in the 
Office of the Queens Borough President. LaMura began 
at the borough president’s office Feb. 2, 1984, and served 
with distinction across four administrations. 

Photo courtesy of Borough President Melina Katz’s office

Assemblyman Mike Miller (r.) attends the Woodhaven Tree 
Lighting ceremony on Jamaica Avenue and Forest Parkway. 
Steve Esposito (l.), of the Woodhaven local development 
corporation, and Maria Thomson (second from l.), of the 
Woodhaven Business Improvement District, joined Miller at the 
ceremony. Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Mike Miller’s office

City Council Majority Leader Jimmy Van Bramer (c.) partici-
pates in the “Dance for Seniors” at Jacob A. Riis Neighborhood 
Settlement House’s senior center in Queensbridge Dec. 1. Van 
Bramer is joined by his mother Elizabeth; Naomi Goldberg 
Hass, artistic director for Dances for a Variable Population; 
and Christopher Hanway, executive director of the Jacob A. 
Riis Neighborhood Settlement House (far right). 

Photo courtesy of Council Member Jimmy Van Bramer’s office

Councilman Eric Ulrich (c.), chairman of the City Council 
Veterans Committee, joins seniors from Catholic Charities 
Brooklyn and Queens Ozone Park Senior Center Dec. 10 for 
a visit to the Department of Veterans Affairs — St. Albans 
Community Living Center in Jamaica. Seniors from the Catholic 
Charities Ozone Park Knitting Club brought hats and scarves as 
presents. Photo courtesy of Council Member Eric Ulrich’s office

Rev. Carlos C. Velásquez (l.) from Catholic Church of St. 
Sebastian in Woodside celebrates the Feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe with Ana Diez, faculty, and Holy Cross students 
Friday.  Photo courtesy of Gail Sicoli/Holy Cross High School
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 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with LiteRise®
 Décor® with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
 Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

Surrounded by community 
and ethnic news outlets, city 
Schools Chancellor Carmen 
Fariña announced plans to 
open 40 dual language pro-
grams across the city next 
fall.

Fariña drew on her up-
bringing to provide the back-
drop for the initiative during a 
local media roundtable held at 
Tweed Courthouse last week. 
She described watching her 
father relish a monthly copy 
of Spain’s “La Republica” and 
praised ethnic outlets for fill-
ing a communication gap, 
while also saying immigrants 
should not over-prioritize 
American culture and English 
in an increasingly multilin-
gual age.

“We will be opening 40 
new dual language schools in 
September, as my firm com-
mitment to understanding 
that people who speak two lan-
guages are at a distinct advan-
tage,” Fariña  said. “Too many 

immigrants come to his coun-
try thinking that they have to 
become American right away.. 
You can be American and part 
whatever else. You bring your 
culture with you.”

Fariña said principals in-
terested in a dual language 
programs, where native Eng-
lish speakers and those accus-
tomed to a second language 
learn one another’s tongues 
while enrolled in the same 
classes, will soon visit suc-
cessful sites. She said dual 
language programs required 
a sizable number of pupils who 
speak the non-English lan-
guage to function. Off the top 
of her head, Fariña said there 
may be demand for Japanese 
and Russian programs.

“We’ve actually expanded 
this program to middle school, 
and we want to actually ex-
periment with high school,” 
she said. “The difficulty here, 
honestly, is going to be certi-
fied teachers… We’re actu-
ally meeting with consulates 
from other countries… and 

the union has agreed to help 
us figure out how to certify 
teachers who come from other 
countries if we do not have 
enough resources within our 
own city.”

Between questions about 
Ebola-related bullying of West 

African students and pre-K 
outreach efforts to Chinese 
families, Fariña stressed it 
was not easy to predict com-
munity needs, particularly 
enrollment needs. 

She pushed back against 
parents’ complaints about 
overcrowding, saying she be-
lieved strained classrooms 
were clustered in Queens and 
a few parts of Brooklyn. In 
such areas, she said multiple 
families appeared to be board-
ing in single-family homes 
and consequently not showing 
up on the Census. 

“We have made a commit-
ment, the mayor has made a 
commitment, that every child 
who comes to our doors gets 
accepted,” Fariña said. “So 
the unaccompanied minors, 
we welcome them. We have no 
idea how many numbers we’re 
going to find.”

Fariña also fought the no-
tion that Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
signature united pre-kinder-
garten initiative was pitting 
those calling for free early ed-

ucation against communities’ 
clamoring for additional class-
room seats to accommodate 
students currently learning in 
trailers. The city has allocated 
funding to remove trailers.

But, the chancellor said in 
many schools, a superinten-
dent may be able to help prin-
cipals adjust their budgets to 
ease crowding.

“I, as a principal, always 
had a few extra kids in every 
class, with the permission of 
my teachers and [school lead-
ership team] because I always 
wanted to have extra arts 
teachers,” she said, noting that 
this allowed her to consolidate 
classes, hire fewer general 
education teachers and in-
stead employ more arts staff. 
 “There really are only one or 
two parts of the city that are 
genuinely overcrowded.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle by e-mail at strangle@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4546.

City Schools Chancellor Carmen 
Fariña hosts a roundtable in Tweed 
Courthouse with media from local 
and ethnic communities. 

Photo by Sarina Trangle

Fariña highlights dual language program push
City schools chancellor organizes roundtable with ethnic and community news outlets
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BY BILL PARRY

A Long Island City man is taking 
his love of cooking and turning it into 
a second career, right in his own home 
on Crescent Street. After traveling the 
world for 30 years, Dan Dolgin decided 
to quit his job as vice president of Glob-
al Sourcing for Vanity Fair and open a 
culinary school.

“I teach basic cooking classes for 
singles who never learned to cook,” 
Dolgin said. “I’m always surprised at 
the amount of young people I meet who 
don’t have the basic skills or the confi-
dence to prepare meals for themselves. 
They have no idea how much money 
they can save instead of habitually or-
dering out, getting takeout or dining 
in restaurants.”

Dolgin became aware of the prob-
lem when his 25-year marriage ended 
seven years ago.

“That’s when I started meeting sin-
gle people again and realized that so 
many people are growing up without 
learning how to cook for themselves,” 
he said.

Dolgin started CookSingleNYC in 
September and already has 250 stu-
dents.

“Not just from LIC but they’re com-
ing from Westchester, Brooklyn and 
Long Island, too,” he said. “It’s my pas-
sion to build a community of people 
who have a desire to cook, share ideas 
and support each other through the 
process.”

Each student pays $95 per three-
hour class where six participants are 
divided into two groups. After a quick 
lesson in knife safety they are taught 
how to prepare two full meals.

“I show them the techniques of 
roasting or stir-frying in a wok and 
after each meal is completed they get 
to sit down and enjoy the meals,” Dol-
gin said. “I really enjoy seeing people’s 
faces light up when they are cooking 
something for the first time. It’s won-
derful to see their sense of ownership 
when they realize what they’ve accom-
plished.”

Once he has finished the course 
with the 250 students, he will create 

a more advanced program and teach 
them all the next step.

“I’ll probably incorporate Thai 
cuisine next,” Dolgin said. “Everyone 
wants to know how to make Thai food 
it seems.”

He added that despite his school’s 
name, CookSingleNYC, it’s not some 
new singles club.

“No, it’s not some singles thing or a 
dating club — it’s just about cooking,” 
Dolgin said. “It’s for single people who 
just want to learn to cook, but it is a 
social environment and people make 
friends while they’re learning.”

He teaches three times a night in “a 
huge chef’s kitchen in my home at the 
foot of the Queensboro Bridge” and he 
also offers private tutoring.

Dolgin believes his school is the 
only one of its kind in New York City 
and it will become more popular as 
word spreads beyond social media.

“It’s been a good response so far,” 
he said. “But the goal is to make a liv-
ing from it, but right now I’m still liv-
ing off my savings.”

CookSingleNYC is teaching students how to 
prepare entire meals and then enjoy eat-
ing them during the same class. 

Photo courtesy Dan Dolgin

LIC man teaches singles 
to cook in his own home

State Sen. Toby Ann Stavisky (D-
Flushing), one of the sponsors of legisla-
tion calling for a 36-month moratorium 
on issuing permits for fracking, said the 
announcement confirmed opponents’ 
fears. 

“I think it’s a very clear announce-
ment that hydrofracking is dangerous, 
and it’s dangerous because it contami-
nates the groundwater and pollutes 
the air near the drilling site,” Stavisky 
said. “People have to understand that 
New York City’s drinking water comes 
from the watershed over the Marcellus 
Shale.”

City Councilman Rory Lancman (D-
Fresh Meadows) agreed.

Continued from Page 11 

Fracking
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BY MADINA TOURE

City Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) introduced legislation last 
week that would require the NYPD to 
provide some security measures for 
non-public schools. 

The bill would provide non-public 
schools with more security if they ask 
for it, such as surveillance cameras 
and NYPD school safety agents. Non-
public schools are defined as nonprof-
it elementary or secondary schools 
that are not public schools. 

Koo said recent events such as the 
Peshawar school massacre in Paki-
stan and the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School shooting in Newtown, Conn., 
who years ago on Dec. 14, made it nec-
essary to pass the bill. 

“All of our children, whether 
they attend public or private school, 
deserve the same level of protection 
while they are being educated,” Koo 
said in a statement. “This is not the 
case right now, and it’s unacceptable. 
That’s why we need to pass this im-
portant piece of legislation as soon as 
possible.”

The NYPD would be required to 
provide children who attend non-pub-
lic schools with some or all of the secu-
rity services that the city Department 
of Education already uses to protect 
children in its public schools, accord-
ing to the legislation. 

The security measures include 
placement of school safety officers 
and the use of video cameras or metal 
detectors under the proposed legisla-
tion. The DOE can decide whether to 
bring school safety officers to schools. 

Councilman Chaim Deutsch (D-
Sheepshead Bay), chairman of the 

New York City Council’s Subcommit-
tee on Non-Public Schools, co-spon-
sored the bill.

“The assignment of uniformed 
NYPD School Safety Agents, who have 
direct access to police officers on pa-
trol in the precinct which the school is 
located in, are needed now more than 
ever,” Deutsch said in a statement.

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

State Assemblyman Ed Braunstein 
(D-Bayside) said Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
signed into law a bill he introduced 
that requires state universities and 
colleges, as well as private universi-
ties, to report violent felonies to law 
enforcement agencies no more than 24 
hours after the incidents occurs.

The legislation, Braunstein said, 
sends a strong message that the state 
“is taking the problem of campus sex-
ual assault seriously.” He pointed out, 
“The number of violent crimes report-
ed on campuses, and not investigated 
by local authorities, is disturbing and 
simply inexcusable”

Cuomo signed the bill, approved 
by both the state Senate and the As-
sembly, just several days after he an-
nounced that in an effort to reduce sex-
ual assaults on the State University’s 
64 campuses, SUNY  is adopting a “yes 
means yes” uniformed policy requir-
ing “clear, unambiguous, informed 

and voluntary agreement” between 
partners.

The new policy applies to about 
463,000 SUNY students.

“All too frequently, there are on-
campus crimes that are swept under 
the rug by colleges in an effort to pro-
tect their reputation,” the assembly-
man said.

Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver 
(D-Manhattan) said, “Over the years, 
the unsettling rise in the number of 
violent crimes committed against stu-
dents on college campuses has shown 
us that we need to do more.”

According to the Department of 
Justice and The White House Council 
on Women and Girls, one in every five 
college females has been the victim of 
a sexual assault, but only 12 percent 
report the attack to law enforcement 
agencies. 

—Juan Soto

City Councilman Peter Koo (D-Flushing) 
introduces a bill requiring security 
measures in non-public schools. 

Mark Lennihan/AP

Cuomo signs new sex bill

Koo: Up pupil safety 

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college 
preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students 
from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 
students. The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. 
Ognibene, Vice Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony 
Como, Esq., Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael 
W. Michel, President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King Campus
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

Christ the King Donates in the 
Season of Giving

Hosts Toy Drive and Semi Annual Blood Drive 
with Record Number of Donations

Christ the King Campus hosted its Annual 
Toy Drive and Semi Annual Blood Drive to 
benefi t those who are in need. 

The Campus’s Toy Drive will provide a 
Merry Christmas for the children at Cohen’s 
Hospital, (formerly Schneider’s Children 
Hospital) at LIJ. Children with cancer will 
receive toys donated by the CK Campus.

The collection was organized by Carly 
Nieves, a Senior at Christ the King High 
School, who created a foundation in her name 
to help children with cancer. Carly is a two 
time cancer survivor.

It was with much excitement and tears in 
her eyes that Carly thanked everyone involved. 
No one knows the feeling better than her, to 
spend Christmas in a hospital. 

“I am so grateful to everyone who donated 
toys.  Christmas is supposed to be a time 
of joy and merriment for everyone. For the 
children at Cohen’s Hospital, it is not always 
the case.  To be able to bring some happiness 
and a sparkle to a child’s eyes that is in 
the hospital during the holidays, is the best 
present we can give,” said Carly Nieves.

Christ the King Community also hosted 
its Semi-Annual Blood Drive in conjunction 
with the New York Blood Center at Christ the 
King High School. Eligible Seniors took time 
from their schedules to give the gift of life by 
donating their blood, as the New York Blood 
Center is always in need of blood. Almost 170 
pints of blood were donated.

Last year, Christ the King High School was 
honored by the Brooklyn Queen Diocese as 
the #1 Catholic high school in the Brooklyn 
Queens Diocese to donate blood and, in turn, 
help those in need.  Last year, Christ the King 
donated 287 pints of blood. 

This year, Christ the King broke its own 
record with a total of 368 pints of blood 
donated in 2014.

Both events were a huge success 
and brought much joy to not only the CK 
Community, but to the many lives that will be 
saved through the blood donations, as well as 
the smiles and joy of children with cancer.

“We at Christ the King High School are 
proud of the students that came out to donate 
blood and donate toys to children with cancer,” 
said Principal Peter Mannarino.  “Christ the 
King has always strived to instill a strong 
sense of moral values and civic mindedness in 
our students and we are pleased that they are 
setting an example for others.”

ADVERTISEMENT
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Millions of people have signifi cant visual 
impairments that can make daily life challeng-
ing. Although many vision problems are readily 
treated with corrective lenses, treating low vi-
sion may not be so simple.

“Low vision” is a term used to describe the in-
ability to see clearly. Even after correcting for vi-
sion with glasses or contact lenses, many people 
still cannot see well and test at lower than 20-40 
vision. The American Academy of Ophthalmol-
ogy defi nes low vision as what happens if ordinary 
eyeglasses, contact lenses or intraocular lens im-
plants do not provide a person with clear vision.

Anyone with reduced vision that is not cor-
rected by some method of lenses or surgery is 
considered to have low vision or be visually im-
paired. Low vision may cause slight vision loss 
or even blindness.

Causes of low vision
There are many factors that contribute to the 

onset of low vision, including disease, aging, in-
jury, and heredity. The following are some of the 
more common causes of low vision.

• Age-related macular degeneration: This is a 
common eye condition among people age 50 and 
older. In fact, it is the leading cause of vision loss 
in older adults, says the National Eye Institute. 
When a person has age-related macular degenera-
tion, the macula — which is the most sensitive part 
of the retina responsible for fi ne-tuning images re-
ceived by the eye — deteriorates and does not work 
properly. Though there might be some vision, im-
ages won’t be clear. The most common form of age-
related macular degeneration is known as nonexu-
dative, or “dry” form. This generally causes vision 
loss that develops gradually. More rapid and se-
vere vision loss comes from exudative, or the “wet” 
form, of macular degeneration. This occurs when 
abnormal blood vessels develop under the macula 
and leak fl uid and blood.

• Cataracts: Cataracts are a clouding of the 
lens of the eye that usually develops with aging. 
It may be present at birth or be the result of an 
injury to the eye. Depending on the severity of 
the cloudiness of the lens, vision can be impacted 
greatly. Cataracts may form as a result of long-
term exposure to ultraviolet light, exposure to 
ionizing radiation, secondary effects of diseases 
such as diabetes, hypertension and advanced age, 
or trauma.

Sight is something many peo-
ple take for granted. Powerful or-
gans, the eyes absorb imagery and 
the brain converts that informa-
tion into data the body uses to ma-
neuver through the world.

Risks of eye injury present 
themselves every day. Free-fl ying 
particles are everywhere, and the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention note that dust, metal 
particles, falling or shifting de-
bris, smoke, and chemicals are 
some of the most common eye haz-
ards on the job and at home. Inju-
ries can run the gamut from cor-
neal abrasions and irritation to 
loss of vision. 

Millions of eye injuries that im-
pair vision occur each year. Pre-
vention is a person’s best defense 
again eye injury. Wearing safety 
glasses or goggles is the easiest 
way to protect the eyes and can 
prevent 90 percent of eye injuries. 
In addition, Prevent Blindness 
suggests these methods to reduce 
your risk of suffering eye trauma: 

• Provide lights and handrails 
to improve safety on walkways 
and stairs, as well as to make sur-
roundings more visible.

• Inspect and remove debris 
from lawns before mowing.

• Address potential eye hazards, 
such as overhanging branches or 
sharp corners, before they can do 
any damage.

• Wear appropriate eye protec-
tion when particles of any kind 
are falling, fl ying, or moving 
through the air.

• Keep tools in good condition 
so they do not kick up unneces-
sary debris or cause injuries.

• Always use chemical safety 
goggles when handling hazardous 
solvents and detergents.

• Read and follow all instruc-
tions and warnings on manufac-
turer labels.

• Understand that regular eye-
glasses do not provide adequate 
protection.

• Keep kids away from fl ying 
toys or any that use projectiles.

• Never mix chemicals, as 
mixed chemicals can damage 
your eyes and cause additional in-
juries.

• Wear adequate eye protec-
tion to prevent overexposure to 
UV rays when outside. Sunglasses 
that guard against UV-A and UV-B 
rays are recommended.

• Keep dangerous household 
products, like detergents, paints, 
glues, and solvents, stored out of 
reach or behind locked doors.

• Exercise caution with every-
day items or tools. For example, 
do not run with pointy items in 
hand.

• Store loose belongings in the 
trunk of a car or cargo bed, as 
loose objects can become projec-
tiles in an automobile accident.

Protecting your eyesight 
should be a priority, and it’s im-
portant to exercise caution at 
work, at home or during play to 
protect you and your children’s 
eyes from injury.  

Only a doctor can determine the culprit behind vision 
loss. Routine visual exams are recommended at least ev-
ery year and may need to be more frequent if a person is 
suffering from deteriorating vision.

Different conditions 
comprise low vision

How to prevent eye injuries
Protecting your eyesight should be a priority, and it’s important to exercise caution at work, at home or during play to 
protect you and your children’s eyes from injury.
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Parents want their kids to be as 
healthy as possible. Whether tailoring 
kids’ diets to include healthier foods 
or encouraging their youngsters to be 
physically active, parents often go the 
extra mile with regards to the health of 
their children.

But as hard as parents may try, some 
health-related issues are diffi cult to 
avoid or prevent. For example, even the 
most conscientious parents might have 
little infl uence over their children’s vi-
sion. Many children have a form of my-
opia, commonly known as nearsighted-
ness, which progressively worsens as 
kids get older, but eventually stabilizes 
when their eyes have stopped growing, 
typically in a young adult’s early 20s. 
Myopia is common and treatable, but 
parents should still educate themselves 
about it.

What causes myopia?
When a person has myopia, light en-

tering his eye is focused incorrectly. 
Nearsighted people usually have an 
eyeball that is slightly longer than nor-
mal from front to back, and the light 
rays that make up the images a near-
sighted person sees focus in front of the 
retina instead of directly on it. 

The result is that objects that are far 
away appear blurry.

Are there indicators that 
a child is nearsighted?

Kids likely won’t tell their parents 

that they are struggling to see distant 
objects clearly, so it’s important for par-
ents to look for indicators that a child 
might be struggling with myopia. Kids 
who are nearsighted might squint to 
see objects that are far away, including 
the television.

One of the telltale indicators is how 
a child behaves in the classroom. Chil-
dren who tell their teacher they need to 
move closer to the chalkboard should 
be taken to the eye doctor. Parents 
who suspect their child might be near-
sighted can talk to their child’s teacher 
and ask if the teacher feels the child 
might be struggling with his or her vi-
sion. Such struggles can affect how a 
child performs in school.

Children who get frequent head-
aches might also be suffering from 
nearsightedness.

Doctors recommend that kids have 
their eyes examined at six months, 
3 years of age, and prior to entering 
the fi rst grade. But even if kids have 
passed previous eye examinations at 
each of those benchmarks, it’s best to 
take them for another exam the mo-
ment a vision problem is suspected.

Is myopia preventable?
Since it is often inherited, myopia 

is not preventable. However, treatment 
can signifi cantly minimize its effects. 
Children who appear to be struggling 
to see distant objects clearly should be 
taken for an eye exam. That exam may 

include an eye pressure 
measurement; a refrac-
tion test, which is used to 
determine a correct pre-
scription for eyeglasses; 
a retinal examination; 
and a visual acuity test, 
which measures sharp-
ness of vision at close 
and far distances.

When a child is di-
agnosed as being near-
sighted, the doctor will 
likely prescribe eye-
glasses or contact lenses. 
LASIK surgery can cor-
rect vision, but many 
surgeons are reticent to 
recommend such surgery 
until a patient’s eye has 
fully developed, which 
does not occur until after 
childhood.

Are there other 
symptoms?

There are additional symptoms of 
childhood vision problems that might 
not indicate nearsightedness, but might 
indicate another problem that should 
result in a trip to the eye doctor. For ex-
ample, a child might close one eye when 
watching television or reading. This 
could be indicative that vision in one 
eye is poorer than the other.

Young children who struggle to 
color within the lines might have an is-

sue with their hand-eye coordination. 
Poor hand-eye coordination could be 
the result of a vision impairment.

Children who tilt their head to one 
side to improve vision might be suffer-
ing from a vision problem that makes 
it diffi cult for them to look directly 
down. 

Vision problems can negatively af-
fect how a child performs in school as 
well as in social situations. Though 
such vision problems are not always 
preventable, parents who can identify 
them can greatly minimize their ef-
fects.  

Recognizing your 
child’s vision problem

Children’s vision problems often 
become apparent when youngsters 
fi rst enter school. Poor performance 
in the classroom may have little 
to do with a learning disability or 
a stubborn student, and a lot to do 
with poor vision.

Vision problems can often be 
traced to genetics. A family history 
of various vision troubles increase 
the likelihood that a child will one 
day require corrective glasses. In 
addition, a growing reliance on dig-
ital devices may increase a child’s 
risk of computer eye strain, which 
may compound already present vi-
sion defi cits.

Understanding that she needs to 
wear glasses does not always trans-
late into a child’s willingness to ac-

tually wear those glasses, as peer 
pressure remains an obstacle when 
encouraging kids to embrace their 
eyeglasses. Younger children may 
fi nd it diffi cult to understand why 
they need glasses or they may for-
get to put them on or how to care for 
them properly. Parents may fi nd it 
challenging to acclimate a child to 
eyeglasses, but there are a few strat-
egies to help make that transition go 
more smoothly:

Shop together
Children may be more receptive 

to eyeglasses if they get to choose 
those glasses. Glasses are personal 
and should be sized according to 
the wearer’s face. Kids should se-
lect various pairs of glasses they 

like and try them on. Narrow down 
the pairs based on comfort, look 
and price. If your child likes a par-
ticular pair of glasses, it may be 
worth spending a few extra dollars 
for those frames, as kids are more 
likely to wear glasses they like.

Move over ‘coke bottle 
lenses’

The eyeglasses of the past are 
much different from the eyeglasses 
of the present. Lens and frame tech-
nology has transformed the look 
and feel of eyeglasses. Lenses may 
be thinner and less apparent than 
ever before. Eyeglass manufactur-
ers have developed frames that are 
bendable or almost entirely invis-

How to help kids adapt to eyeglasses

The transition to wearing eyeglasses is 
not always easy for kids, but many adjust 
rather quickly. Continued on Page 26
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As men and women age, they 
can experience certain physical 
changes and health challenges. 
Vision impairment is one condi-
tion that many associate with ag-
ing, and cataracts are a primary 
concern for those of middle-age 
and older.

Today, more than 22 million 
Americans age 40 and older have 
cataracts. According to the Na-
tional Eye Institute, by age 80, 
more than half of all Americans 
will either have a cataract or have 
had cataract surgery.

Cataract is clouding of the 
eye’s lens that blocks or changes 
the passage of light into the eye. 
Normally the lens is clear, which 
allows light to pass through to 
the back of the eye, so that a per-
son can see well-defi ned images. 
If a cataract forms and the lens 
becomes covered in an opaque 
fi lm, light cannot pass through 
easily. The result will be fuzzy vi-
sion, almost like looking through 
a fogged-up window. If cataracts 
are not treated, an individual may 
eventually lose most of his or her 
vision.

One or both eyes can be af-
fected by cataracts. In the case 
of both eyes being compromised, 
one eye is usually worse than the 
other.

The primary risk factor for 
developing cataracts is age. The 
older a person is, the greater their 

risk. However, there are several 
other risk factors as well.

• Intense heat or long-term ex-
posure to UV rays from the sun

• Certain diseases, such as dia-
betes

• Obesity
• High blood pressure
• Infl ammation in the eye
• Hereditary infl uences
• Long-term steroid use
• Eye injuries
• Other eye diseases
• Smoking
Prevent Blindness America 

provides free information to the 
public on everything from cata-
ract basics to tips on what to ex-
pect from cataract surgery. And, 
as part of its new Healthy Eyes Ed-
ucational Series, the organization 
offers a specifi c online module on 
cataracts, including a Power Point 
presentation and guide. The orga-
nization shares this information 
about cataracts:

• Early symptoms of a cataract 
may include cloudy or blurry vi-
sion. 

• Lights may cause a glare, 
seem too dim, or seem too bright. 

• Sufferers may also fi nd it dif-
fi cult to read or drive, especially 
at night.

• Individuals may have to 
change their eyeglass prescrip-
tions often.

There are no medications or 
other treatment options besides 

surgery to correct cataracts. In 
the United States, cataract sur-
gery has a 95 percent success rate, 
and patients often have 20-20 or 
20-40 vision post-surgery. Cata-
ract surgery is also the most fre-
quently performed surgery, often 
performed as an outpatient proce-
dure.

In Canada,  where, according 
to Statistics Canada, seniors will 
make up 21 percent of the popu-
lation by 2026, cataract surgery 
is also frequent and well toler-
ated. Approximately 250,000 cata-
ract surgeries take place in Can-
ada each year, according to The 
National Coalition for Vision 
Health.

It is widely recommended to 
get regular eye exams to check for 
cataracts early on.

“By getting a complete, dilated 
eye exam, your doctor can dis-
cuss with you the best strategy 
to protect your vision well into 
the future,” said Hugh R. Parry, 
president and CEO of Prevent 
Blindness America. “We encour-
age everyone, especially those 
ages 40 and older, to make their 
vision a priority by scheduling an 
eye appointment today.”  

Prevent Blindness America, 
visit preventblindness.org/cata-
ract or call its toll free number at 
(800) 331–2020. 

Get to know your 
cataract risk factors

Vision impairment is one condition that many associate with aging, and cataracts are a primary concern for those of 
middle-age and older.

Millions of people are affected by cataracts, 
which Prevent Blindness America says is the most 
common cause of vision loss for individuals over 
the age of 40. In the United States, there are more 
cases of cataracts than glaucoma, diabetic retin-
opathy, and macular degeneration combined. 

The prevalence of cataracts makes some won-
der if they can be prevented. According to The 
Mayo Clinic, studies have yet to determine a way 
to prevent cataracts or even slow their progres-
sion. However, eye doctors and other experts say 
that certain strategies can help keep the eyes and 
the body healthy, which may keep cataracts at 
bay.

Regular eye examinations
Visiting the eye doctor on an annual basis, or 

as recommended by an optician or ophthalmolo-
gist, can help detect cataracts and eye problems 
early on. This helps prevent vision loss and en-
ables patients to take proactive steps to treat their 
cataracts. Cataract surgery, which is now a com-
mon procedure and can usually be done with local 
anesthesia on an outpatient basis, is a common 
way to treat cataracts. During cataract surgery, 
the lens inside the eye that has become cloudy 
from cataract formation is removed and replaced 
with an artifi cial lens called an intraocular lens 
to restore clear vision.

Quit smoking
Smoking affects eyesight and eye health. Re-

search suggests that smoking increases a person’s 
chances of developing cataracts. The lenses of the 
eyes are mostly made up of arranged proteins, and 
sometimes these proteins stick together, breaking 
their careful formation and affecting the trans-
parency of the lens. Cigarette smoke can damage 
the proteins in the lenses, causing them to stick 
together more readily, increasing the chance that 
cataracts develop. 

Protect the eyes
Always wear sunglasses with UV protection, 

particularly glasses that block UVB rays, when 
spending time outdoors. Ultraviolet light from 
the sun may contribute to the development of cat-

Is it possible 
to prevent 
cataracts?

Clouding of the lenses of the eyes is a common symptom 
of cataracts.

Continued on Page 26
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aracts. Remember, ultraviolet rays 
can be present even when it is cloudy 
outdoors, so make it a point to don 
your sunglasses before stepping out-
side.

Manage diabetes
Although the reasons why are 

still not fully understood, individuals 
with diabetes mellitus face a greater 
risk of developing cataracts. That 
risk may be elevated by as much as 60 
percent. When increased blood sugar 
enters the lenses of the eyes, sorbi-
tol forms, and both this and fructose 
can build up in the lenses. Increased 
sugar causes water to be absorbed in-
side the lens, resulting in swelling 
and increased cloudiness. By treat-
ing high blood-glucose levels, those 
with diabetes may be able to keep cat-
aracts from forming.

Improve the diet
A healthy diet should be a prior-

ity for everyone, including people at 
a greater risk for cataracts. Eating 
foods high in antioxidants like beta-
carotene, selenium, and vitamins C 

and E may help prevent cataracts. 
That’s because antioxidants help the 
body to fi ght free radicals, which can 
contribute to cataracts later in life. 

A 2000 article published in the 
American Journal of Clinical Nutri-
tion highlighted two Harvard Uni-
versity studies that noted the role of 
lutein and zeaxanthin in the develop-
ment of cataracts. The studies noted 
that individuals whose diets were 
high in lutein- and zeaxanthin-rich 
foods had a 19 to 22 percent lesser 
chance of developing age-related cat-
aracts than those who do not incor-
porate these foods into their diets in 
high quantities. Foods that are high 
in lutein and zeaxanthin include 
green vegetables, such as spinach, 
broccoli, collard greens, kale, mus-
tard greens, and peppers, winter 
squash, and eggs.

Cataracts tend to be most notice-
able when vision begins to grow 
cloudy. However, cataracts also can 
cause glares and halos; a myopic 
shift, in which a person who was once 
nearsighted becomes farsighted, and 
vice versa; drop in color vision; lens 
discoloration; and poor night vision. 
Those experiencing these symptoms 
should have an eye examination to 
confi rm or rule out cataracts.  

ible thanks to frameless lenses. Some 
lenses reduce glare, and others tint 
when touched by sunlight. So it’s un-
likely your son will end up looking 
like Mr. Magoo.

Present positive images 
of role models

Kids may be quicker to warm to 
eyeglasses if parents showcase a few 
of the many worthy role models who 
wear glasses, and do so with style. In 
addition to many celebrities, such as 
Tina Fey, Elle Fanning, Justin Tim-
berlake, Joe Jonas, and Anne Hatha-
way, who frequently don eyeglasses, 
there are likely many people in your 
family or group of friends who wear 
glasses, and kids often want to emu-
late their elders. 

Choose the right time
Make sure a child is well rested 

and happy before she dons eyeglasses 
for the fi rst time. Start with a few 
minutes per day and build up to wear-
ing the glasses for the prescribed du-
ration. Use positive reinforcement 
and rewards for wearing and taking 

good care of the glasses. 

Point out the benefi ts
Highlight activities that will be 

improved by better vision as they 
relate to your kids’ interests. Per-
haps glasses will make gaming eas-
ier. Point out to kids who love to read 
how much more comfortable they are 
now that they can see the words on 
the page more easily. When it comes 
to the family athlete, discuss how 
much easier it is to see the ball now 
that your budding athlete is wearing 
eyeglasses.

Modify daily routines
You will have to work with your 

children to make some changes to fa-
cilitate wearing eyeglasses. Store the 
glasses in the same place each night 
before bed so that kids can fi nd them 
in the morning. Emphasize wearing 
eyeglasses as much as you empha-
size everyday activities like brush-
ing teeth or making the bed. Explain 
to teachers the prescribed wearing 
schedule so that they are aware of 
when your son or daughter needs to 
wear his or her eyeglasses. 

The transition to wearing eye-
glasses is not always easy for kids, 
but many adjust rather quickly.  

Since the advent of contact lenses, 
individuals with impaired vision have 
had a convenient method for improving 
their eyesight. Contact lenses are avail-
able in more prescriptions and styles 
than ever before, making them quite at-
tractive to those looking for an alterna-
tive to traditional eyeglasses. 

Contact lenses are worn by millions 
of people every day. Although contact 
lenses appear to be a recent phenom-
enon, the concept of altering the optics 
of the human eye by placing an object 
directly over the cornea can be traced 
back to mathematician and inventor 
Leonardo da Vinci as early as 1508. 
Some reports say German glassblower 
F.A. Muller used methods initiated by 
English astronomer Sir John Herschel 
to produce the fi rst glass contact lens in 
1887. Others say the invention is attrib-
uted to Swiss physician Adolf E. Fick 
and French optician Edouard Kalt in 
1888. 

Regardless of their origins, contact 
lenses gradually evolved from glass to 
nonporous plastic to hydrophilic soft 
contact lenses, which were introduced 
in 1959. Today, All About Vision notes 
that more than 90 percent of contact 

lenses prescribed in the United States 
are soft lenses.

Because they’re so convenient to use, 
contact lens are easily taken for granted. 
However, good contact lens care is essen-
tial to maintaining proper vision and 
eye health. When certain precautions 
regarding contact lenses are not taken, 
the risk of eye infection or more serious 
complications increases considerably.

The best way to avoid eye infections 
and further problems is to practice 
proper lens care. Contact lenses come 
in direct contact with the eye, and these 
lenses can easily transport bacteria and 
other microscopic material from the 
hands and elsewhere, putting sensitive 
eyes in constant jeopardy if precautions 
are not taken. Ophthalmologists help 
their patients decide which lenses are 
best for their particular eyes, and the 
condition being treated also helps deter-
mine the type of lens. 

But whether a person is using sin-
gle-use disposable lenses or rigid gas-
permeable lenses, the following tips 
can help ensure lenses stay clean:

Keep hands clean. Always wash 
hands with soap and water before han-
dling contact lenses or any equipment. 

Choose a noncosmetic soap. Soaps 
with perfumes, lotions and the like 
can leave a fi lm on your hands, and 
that fi lm can then be transferred to the 
lenses. Once hands have been washed, 
dry them with a lint-free towel.

Say not to H2O. Do not rinse or al-
low contact lenses to come into contact 
with water, even if the water is sterile. 
Remove lenses before washing your 
face or getting in a shower or pool. The 
lenses should not be stored in water; 
they should only be stored in a suit-
able contact lens solution.

Rub dirt out. While there are a va-
riety of contact solutions on the mar-
ket, some of which advertise “no-rub” 
cleaning, many eye care professionals 
recommend that lenses be rubbed and 
rinsed regardless of any claims made 
on solution labels. This helps break up 
oil or other materials that can stick to 
the lenses.

Clean the lens case. Always rinse 
lenses with fresh solution. When 
the lenses are in your eyes, leave the 
empty case open to air dry. Routinely 
rinse your storage case with solution. 
This cleans out any dust or material 
that falls into the case. Discard each 

case after three months.
Keep contact solution bottle 

clean. Keep the tip of the solution 
bottle away from any surfaces in the 
bathroom. Always replace the cap to 
keep the solution sterile. Use the solu-
tion from the sterile bottle, and do not 
transfer it to smaller travel bottles.

Use care when handling lenses. 
A small tear or nick in soft lenses can 
cause irritation in your eyes. Discard 
worn or torn lenses, and follow the rec-
ommendations of the lens manufac-
turer and your eye doctor as to when 
to replace each set of lenses.

Follow doctor’s orders. Your doc-
tor may recommend a protein removal 
product if your lenses are prone to pro-
tein buildup. Eye drops can rewet the 
eyes if they are dry and irritated.

Contact lens care 
vital for eye health

Contact lenses are convenient, but they 
require more maintenance than traditional 
eyeglasses to keep eyes healthy.

Glasses
Continued from Page 24

Cataracts
Continued from Page 25
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www.ridgewoodbank.comMember
FDIC

“It’s the most  

 of  the Year”
Wonderful Time 

Share your holiday pet 
photo and you could 
win a $250 gift card!

Visit facebook.com/RidgewoodBank for details

Best wishes for a 
happy & healthy 
holiday season

Best wishes for a 
happy & healthy 
holiday season
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 
h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, 
tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ^Slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

2011 MERCEDES E350
$22,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1318. 
15k miles.

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL

CORVETTE2013 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #9700. 34k 
miles. 

$33,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for 

excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 20k 1226 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND 
RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT 

SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400 
         MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,99520
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ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

$103BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 2595, 35k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

$139BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$16,900

'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595

XXXX
DDDAAASSSHHH TTTHHHRRROOOUUUGGGHHH TTTHHHEEE SSSNNNOOOWWW

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2005 Chevy TrailBlazer, 81k J1066 $5,995
 2004 Nissan Pathfinder, 107k 9891 $5,995
 2005 Ford Expedition, 122k 8789 $5,995
 2006 BMW X3, 128k A75616 $6,995
 2006 Toyota Rav 4, 114k 2554 $7,500
 2010 Ford Explorer, 82k 8301 $7,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $7,995
 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995
 2006 Honda Ridgeline, 135k 4629 $9,595
 2006 BMW X5, 85k Y39624 $9,995
 2006 Mercedes R-Class, 88k J2048     $10,995
 2004 Chevy Avalanche, 88k J1462     $10,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE 
 2007 Jeep Gr Cherokee, 98k J1091     $10,995
 2010 Mitsubishi Endeavor, 54k 001305   $11,995
 2007 Toyota 4Runner, 86k 9610       $12,995
 2006 Cadillac Escalade, 100k 10464     $12,995
 2007 Toyota FJ Cruiser, 70k 62323     $16,995

1%
 IS ALL YOU PAY TO DRIVE AW

AY! W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766For Complimentary Pick Up
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 2MIN
2XDAY

(Clockwise from l.) Food was offered free for the taking at the Miracle on 
Merrick event Monday; more than a thousand people showed up for the holiday 
event, where food, toys and clothes were handed out; and Rev. Floyd Flake and 
Borough President Melinda Katz walked the lines and greeted the participants. 

Photos by Nat Valentine

Showing holiday spirit
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Compassionate Support That Will Never Be Forgotten

people are being intimidated 
by them. These protests are a 
stage to attack the police and 
it needs to end now. The last 
thing this city needs is to slip 
back into lawlessness.”

The officers and detectives 
moved about the crowd, shar-
ing hugs and handshakes, 
and thanking the civilians for 
their support.

The evening’s final speak-
er was the new commanding 
officer of the 108th Precinct. 
“Looking around at my police 
officers intertwined with the 
community speaks volumes,” 
Capt. John Travaglia said.

He then shared a story 
from his experience on Sept. 
11, 2001 when he was overcome 
with emotion while trying to 
account for the whereabouts of 
his missing fellow officers. 

“A 35-year veteran grabbed 
me and said, ‘Keep it together 
- we are the police - we’ll get 
through this because we have 
no choice,’” Travaglia recalled. 
“I will tell you as a community 
we will get through these dark 
times because we have no 
choice. We are the police. We 
are your police.”

Continued from Page 4 

Vigil
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE 
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,  
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

SANDRA DIAZ
Located near the Verrazano Bridge in Bay Ridge Brooklyn   
347-251-7423   www.diazestudio.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS 
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or  
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS 
4255 Amboy Road, Staten Island, NY  10308

(718) 605-3274

316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ  07095

(732) 750-1174  ultfash@optonline.net

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
718 698-4859  www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
BAY RIDGE MANOR 
476 76th St., Brooklyn (718) 748–8855,  
www.bayridgemanor.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT 
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,

www.casapepe.com

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS  
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,  
www.elcaribecaterers.com

GIACOMO’S TRATTORIA 
7902 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 439–6993,  
www.facebook.com/GiacomosWoodFiredPizza 

GLEN TERRACE 
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GREENHOUSE CAFE 
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200, 

www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO 
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,

www.ilfornettorestaruant.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL 
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn  (718) 788–0777,

www.grandprospecthall.com

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB 
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island 
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

NEW YORK CITY EVENTS 
Contact Dyker Beach Golf Course  
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf 
Course at (718) 885–1258 x 229,   
www.nycevents.americangolf.com

SIRICO’S  
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900, 

www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island  
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 www.theparadisecateringhall.com

DUE PONTI
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd. Whitestone, NY 11357
718-767-3100  www.dueponti-ristorant.com

FLUSHING TOWN HALL
137-35 Northern Blvd. Flushing NY 11354
()718) 463-7700  www.flushingtownhall.org

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11355
(718) 886-3800 X 201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

Lodging
HOUSE ON THIRD BED & BREAKFAST
422 Third Street, Park Slope, Brooklyn, NY
(718) 788-7171   www.houseon3st.com

Entertainment
E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT 
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
FLORAL FANTASY 
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or 
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST 
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or  
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS 
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

13TH AVENUE FLORIST 
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088, 
13thaveflorist@gmail.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204

(718) 256-7434 www.18thaveflowers.com

Jewelry
TIVOLI JEWELERS 
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York

216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens,

New York

Phone: +1-718-339-4653 Fax: +1-718-975-0952

Email: info@cashforgoldbk.com

See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/location-2

See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

OKG JEWELRY
248-25 Northern Blvd., Little Neck, NY  718-423-2526 
www.okgjewelry.com   Like Us on Facebook  

Open Tuesday - Saturday

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION 
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

RJ’S LIMOUSINES 
3285 Sunrise Hwy., Wantagh  (516) 221–3040
www.rjlimos.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd.,  Staten island (718) 351-7273 
www.rddlimos.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY 
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949, 

www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO 
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill  

(888) 400–2738 or (718) 504–1970,  

www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS 
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 AVE.   718 748 2200

PILO ARTS SALON 
8412 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  
www.piloarts.com

SALON MALAVE 
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720 
www.salonmalave.com 

AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
718 979 9000  www.afbennett.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S. 
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,  
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE 
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,  
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO 
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR 
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA 
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Singles, here’s a radi-
cal concept to help meet 
that someone special and 
get to know them on a 
spiritual level — paper 
bag dating. 

America’s newest 
speed-dating trend, in 
which participants actu-
ally don a bag over their 
head, started right here 
in Queens with a recent 
Loveflutter event that 
helped participants focus 
on the important stuff, 
like personality.

In this thought-pro-
voking, anti-looks social 
experiment hosted by the New York 
Hall of Science, 60 daring single New 
Yorkers, ages 25 to 35 – who were look-
ing for a different type of dating expe-
rience – finally found it. 

Joining in the fun that evening, 

they collectively agreed to say “no to 
shallow,” proving that sexy is more 
than skin deep and that beauty is in-
deed in the eye of the beholder.

“More than one person joked that a 
science museum is the perfect place for 

this event because dating is all about 
chemistry,” said Dan Wempa, NYSCI’s 
vice president of external affairs. “In 
any case, it was great seeing so many 
people having fun. And joking aside, 
NYSCI is an ideal place for people to 

get to know each other. Our exhibits 
and programs encourage people to ex-
press their personalities and creative 
tendencies.”

In order to connect with potential 

New twist on 

At Corona’s Hall 
of Science event 

participants 
hide under a 
paper bag to 

fi nd their match

Continued on Page 38

Participants were able to decorate their paper bags during the Loveflutter and Social Exposure event at the New York Hall of Science. Photo courtesy Michael Ip
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SOUNDS OF THE SEASON

Students at IS 237 held their Winter Arts 
Festival at the Flushing school last week. 
Vice Principal Stephen Galizia (r.) welcomes 
the audience to the evening’s performance. 
Above, the string orchestra plays. 

Photos courtesy Barbara Sirris

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less 
people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

with any other offer.

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

PPPPPPPPaaaaaaaaaaaaasssssttaa
BAKED ZITI, LASAGNA, RAVIOLI, 

STUFFED SHELLS, OR MANICOTTI - $10.95

PENNE ALA VODKA OR SPAGHETTI 
AND MEATBALLS - $12.95

COMBO: BAKED ZITI, RAVIOLI, LASAGNA, 
AND CHICKEN PARMIGIANA - $17.95

EEEEEnnnnnnttttrrrreeeess
CHICKEN: PARMIGIANA, MARSALA, 

FRANCESE, ROLLATINI - $15.95

CHICKEN MELISSA: SAUTEED CHICKEN BREAST, 
SPINACH, ROASTED PEPPER, AND FRESH 
MOZZARELLA IN A SHERRY SAUCE - $16.95

VEAL: PARMIGIANA, MARSALA, OR PICATTA - $16.95

VEAL ANTHONY: BREADED VEAL CUTLET TOPPED 
WITH RICOTTA AND EGGPLANT, SERVED 

PARMIGIANA STYLE - $16.95

EGGPLANT: PARMIGIANA OR ROLLATINI - $13.95

SSSSSSeeeeeeeaaaaaaaafffffoodd
SHRIMP: SCAMPI, PARMIGIANA, BELLA, 

MARINARA, OR FRA DIAVOLO - $16.95

SHRIMP ELEGANTE: SHRIMP AND SPINACH IN A 
LEMON, BUTTER, AND WHITE WINE SAUCE SERVED 

OVER LINGUINI - $18.95

SHRIMP DE NIRO: SHRIMP SAUTÉED W/ MUSHROOMS 
AND FRESH MOZZARELLA IN MARSALA SAUCE 

OVER LINGUINI - $18.95

SEA BASS DI MARE: CHILEAN SEA BASS, SHRIMP, 
CLAMS, CALAMARI, & MUSSELS MARECHIARA - $21.95

DDDDDDDeeeeeeeeesssssssseerrt
CHEESE CAKE - $6.25 | TARTUFO - $6.25 | TRUFFLES - $6.25 OR BICOTTI (2) - $5.50

AAAAAApppppppppppeeeeeetttiiizeers
GARDEN OR CAESAR SALAD - $7.95

FRESH MOZZARELLA AND TOMATO - $8.95

DOZEN BAKED CLAMS - $12.50

MUSSELS, WHITE OR RED - $11.95

STUFFED PORTOBELLA MUSHROOM - $8.95

ASSORTED ANTIPASTO - $9.95

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
at Aunt Bella’s

Answers in Sports
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

It’s “The Twelve Days of 
Christmas” with a purr-fectly 
irresistible twist. 

In her award-winning, lov-
ingly illustrated tale, “The 
Twelve Cats of Christmas,” 
Queens-based cat worshiper, 
Jane Sayre Denny has jazzed 
up the famous traditional song 
with a whole new, all-feline 
cast of furry characters: from a 
Persian in a pear tree through 
eight Manx a-milking and fi-
nally to 12 cats drumming on 
the last day.

What cat lover, younger or 
older can resist a holiday story 
wherein on each of the 12 days 
before Christmas, “my true 
love gave to me...” some wild 
animal or unruly mob of kit-
ties?

Denny seems to have a kar-
mic connection with the cat 
kingdom but insists she has 
never gone out looking for a 
cat to adopt. 

“They always found me,” 
she said.  “Either they followed 
me home or were standing on 

the doorstep when I got there.”
One cat, Basil, actually 

walked into her Manhattan 
office window. Another, Jack, 
was left by his mother on her 

back step when he was less 
than an hour old.  

So does that make her a 
crazy cat lady?

“I am not that woman, even 

if every cat in Queens says 
I am. I’m definitely not that 
crazy cat woman, running 
around with cases of food and 
traps, driving miles every day 
to feed colonies of feral cats,” 
said Denny. “Absolutely not! 
My mother was the one feed-
ing every cat in Queens to the 
point that her yard had more 
cats than acorns.”  

Denny said her mom wasn’t 
that woman either, but she in-
herited an assortment of hun-
gry cats when the block’s orig-
inal crazy cat lady, a few doors 
down, 90-year-old Mrs. Lipkin 
– who had been feeding feral 
cats for years, but not spaying 
or neutering them – died.  

“All the Lipkin cats then 
moved into my mother’s yard,” 
said Denny. “I got the benefit 
of seeing their adorable faces 
when I visited, and the occa-
sional cartoon idea, but they 
weren’t my cats...my life...my 
onus.  I had two cats, see.  The 
end.  Just enough to drain my 
pocketbook…just too much for 
my asthma. Just enough.”  

After her mother passed 

away Denny got the house.  
She now has five insulated 
shelters that keep her yard 
cats warm in the winter, and 
they eat twice a day.  She even 
makes sure they get medical 
attention if they need it.  She 
said the official cat count is 
now about 10 or 12, down from 
18.

So what was her inspira-
tion for the book?

“As a graphic designer, I try 
to do a custom Christmas card 
every year.  I usually wait too 
late in the year to start, and 
then have to rush.  I hadn’t 
even thought of what I would 
do until they were already 
playing Christmas songs on 
the radio,” Denny recalled. 
“‘Twelve Days of Christmas’ 
was playing in the background 
when one of my cats leapt on 
the desk and swept all my pa-
pers off onto the floor.  ‘Wreck-
ing ball!’ I said to him. You 
could throw a partridge out of 
a pear tree! Eureka! I saw the 
card – a cat in the pear tree 
where the partridge had been, 

This image shows four calling cats from Jane Sayre Denny’s book “The 
Twelve Cats of Christmas.” Photo courtesy Jane Sayre Denny

Superb Spanish and
Continental Cuisine

Open For
Lunch and Dinner

MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW FOR

From 10 PM to 3 AM in the Costa Del Sol Ballroom or in the Dining Room

Order your choice two days before affair.
Unlimited Champagne

Premium Liquor $1

RESTAURANT

Noisemakers 
& Favors

NEW YEAR
HAPPY

Author celebrates season with felines
Jane Sayre Denny’s ‘The Twelve Cats of Christmas’ takes four-legged approach to carol

Continued on Page 39



36    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, DEC. 26, 2014 - JAN. 1, 2015 TL

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Excitement is in the air as 
January approaches, with the 
dawn of a new year filled with 
hope, great expectations and 
new resolutions.  

This New Year’s Eve, forget 
Manhattan and ring in 2015 
right here in your favorite bor-
ough.  

Whether you’re tripping 
the light fantastic and paint-
ing the town red or prefer an 
intimate, casual dinner for 
two, or looking forward to do-
ing something special with 
your family and joining Ryan 
Seacrest for the countdown 
in Times Square from your 
favorite spot on the couch, 
you’ll be surprised to discover 
that Queens offers some of the 
coolest and hottest New Year’s 
events and parties this side of 
the Queensboro Bridge.  

“Just like every other day 
of the year, Queens has great 
entertainment options on New 
Year’s. You can go small at a 
great restaurant or go big at 
Resorts World or Z Hotel,” said 

Rob MacKay, director, Queens 
Tourism Council. “And again, 
just like every other day of the 
year, Queens has great fun at 
lower prices than Manhattan.”

If you have that special 
someone to share a kiss with 
at midnight — or if you are on 
the lookout for him or her — 
there are dozens of parties and 
events geared toward couples 
and singles happening across 
the borough. 

Western Queens

Bohemian Hall & Beer Garden — 
Evening includes a fi ve-hour open 
bar, buffet dinner, champagne toast 
at midnight and music by DJ Dice
When: 7:30 pm - 2 am 
Where: Josef A. Voves Hall, 29-19 
24th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $80/per person, $150/per 
couple
Contact: (718) 274-4925

Katch Grill and Brewery in 
Astoria — Enjoy an all-you-can-
eat buffet, premium open bar, live 
entertainment from Bonjourney 
and music by DJ Benny.

When: Doors open at 9 pm
Where: 31-19 Newtown Ave., Astoria
Cost: $75/per person
Contact: (718) 777-2230

LIC BAR — “LIC Bar as always 
provides a great atmosphere and 
entertainment on New Year’s 
Eve,” said Gustavo Rodriguez, LIC 
Bar’s music director. “We have a 
sensational band called Big Dog 
Run helping us to ring in the New 
Year and there’s no place cozier and 
warm than LIC Bar to celebrate the 
occasion. It’s fun and festive without 
being too crazy or out of control.”  
When: 10 pm – 1 am 

Where: 45-58 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: $20 cover includes 
champagne toast at midnight
Contact: (718) 786-5400

The LOFT at Studio Square — 
Celebrate the New Year with a 
Latin beat as salsa legend Tito 
Nieves and freestyle sensation TKA 
perform. DJs Camilo and Lucho will 
spin tunes rotating between Top 
40, hip hop and Latin music. 
When: 9 pm - 6 am
Where: 35-37 36th St., Long Island City
Cost: $50
Contact: (212) 662-1121

Euro Nights NYC — Take a trip to 
Paris without leaving Queens. The 
evening includes two DJs spinning 
European hits, hors d’oeuvres, 
open bar all night and special sofa 
setting for groups of 10 and more. 
When: 9 pm - 3 am
Where: Vista Sky Lounge, 27-05 
39th Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $120/per person
Contact: (347) 536-3640

New Year’s Eve Party at 
Mamajuana Café — Evening 
includes dinner, open bar, party 
favors and music from six DJs 
under one roof. Reservations are 
required.
When: 7 pm
Where: 33-15 56th St., Woodside
Cost: $110/per person
Contact: (718) 565-6454

Club Allure with LED Robot 
Live — Ring in New Year’s with DJs, 
live dancers, confetti blasts, glow 
sticks as well as a light and smoke 
show. Ticket price includes a three-
hour open bar, two buffets and a 
rose champagne toast. 
When: 9 pm - 9 am

Partygoers jam the dance floor at last year’s New Year’s Eve celebration 
at Resorts World Casino. Photo courtesy Resorts World New York

Ring in 2015 without ever leaving Queens
From dances to six-course dinners, boro offers plenty of ways to celebrate New Year’s Eve

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

Tel: 718.215.6470

Visit our website at: 

aperitifbistrobayside.com

Like us on Facebook

APERITIF BISTRO WINE BAR 
in Bayside is proud to announce its 

French Bistro, Lounge, 

Extensive Wine List, 

Creative Cocktails & Craft Beers

Now serving Lunch, Dinner, 

& Brunch on Sunday

Private Room & Catering Options 

available for private parties

Valet Parking available 

on weekends

Continued on Page 39
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Call For Reservations: 718-224-8787
6320 Commonwealth Blvd. 
Douglaston, NY 11362
thedouglastonmanor.com

NEW YEARS EVE MENU
Scrumptious Cocktail Hour  Hot Buffet & Cold Display

Featuring Our Famous Tuscan Table 
Followed By An Exquisite Four Course Dinner

FIRST COURSE
Absolute Penne A La Vodka

SECOND COURSE
Pear & Gorgonzola Salad

ENTRÉE
Filet Mignon & Lobster Tail

DESSERT
Chocolate “Symphony” 

$125 Per Person All Inclusive
DJ To Provide Music  Champagne Toast  Balloon Drop At Midnight  

Open Bar  Watch Count Down Live From Time Square

 V.I.P Private Room Is Available  
Minimum 75 Person Guarantee

New Year’s Eve At        
The Douglaston Manor 

Wednesday, December 31st, 2014 
7:30pm – 1:30am



38    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, DEC. 26, 2014 - JAN. 1, 2015 TL

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361  (718) 229-5319
Monday–Friday 3:30pm–11pm  

Saturday 4pm–midnight  Sunday 1pm–10pm
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ELEGANT AND TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

www.JimmysBayside.com

PRIVATE 
PARTIES 

and 
CATERING 
available 

for all 
occasions

partners, speed-daters 
had to disguise their 
faces with embellished 
brown paper bags, 
emblazoned with in-
teresting and quirky, 
140-character facts about 
themselves. It turned out 
that a fun story or a spe-
cial talent made perfect 
conversation starters 
and really meant some-
thing when great hair or 
full lips didn’t fit into the 
equation. 

And participants 
were super excited at the 
end, when they could en-
joy a “de-bagging” finale 
over drinks.

So, why 140 charac-
ters? Behind the flutter 
of excitement is the UK’s 
most talked about per-
sonality-first dating app 
– Loveflutter.  Accord-
ing to co-founder Daigo 
Smith, the lively speed-
dating event at NYSCI 
actually mirrored the 
new app’s well-designed 
technology (blurred pro-
file pictures can only 
be brought into sharp 
focus by first reading 
a 140-character quirky 
fact) and jump-started 
the first in a series of 
global Loveflutter Live 
events in major cities for 
2015.

The almost surreal 
experience was first in-
troduced by Dr. Tomas 
Cha mor ro -P remu zic, 
professor of psychology, 
University College Lon-
don and NYU, whose 
works mostly include 
areas of personality pro-
filing and psychometric 
testing. 

Fueled by a looks-
obsessed society, the pro-

fessor’s interesting the-
ory was put to the test: 
Do people make deeper 
connections when con-
versations rather than 
looks propel their dating 
decisions? 

“Most people over-
estimate the power of 
attractiveness,” said 
Cha mor ro -P remu zic. 
“They tend to be drawn 
primarily by looks and 
this explains the low 
success rate of relation-
ships.”

On Loveflutter’s NYC 
social experiment, he 
said, “If an experiment 
can remove the preju-
dices associated with 
initial impressions/
looks, people would have 
a chance to find someone 
who is suitable in the 
long term.” 

According to the pro-
fessor, this event was a 

chance to communicate 
with people’s minds “in 
the purest way,” and 
what they experienced 
was “others’ personal-
ity: the breadths of their 
soul.”

Smith said the New 
York event was the ideal 
way to introduce Love-
flutter’s new dating app. 

“We’re urging any 
single New Yorkers who 
felt inspired or intrigued 
by our social experiment 
to download the free app 
and join in our campaign 
for a more meaningful 
way to date, #SayNo-
ToShallow,” said Smith. 

Loveflutter for iP-
hone can be downloaded 
from app stores globally; 
for the web version visit 
www.lovef lutter.com. 
Android version releas-
ing, early 2015.

Paper bags

Singles (at top) recently participated in a paper bag speed 
dating event hosted by Loveflutter and Social Exposure at 
the New York Hall of Science in Queens. Above, a couple of 
participants decorate their bags before the start of the eve-
ning. Photos courtesy Michael Ip

Continued from Page 33 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Dec. 26, 2014-Jan. 1, 2015

By Bill Deasy

All Knotted Up
Across
1. Pricing word
5. Hidden hoard
10. Breadth
14. Auditioner's goal
15. Leered at
16. Study (with "over")
17. Weight of 
obligation
18. String
20. Word before off 
or out
21. Salsa style
22. Company 
member?
23. Kvetch
25. Lose energy
27. Comprehending
29. Winter spell
33. Classic violin
34. Like a luxury car
35. ___ for Africa 
("We Are the World" 
group)
36. Boston 
musicians?
37. Miss Muffet 
edible
38. Brouhaha
39. "Am ___ 
believe... ?"
40. Nomadic Finns
(raindeer raisers)
41. Couch potatoes'
perches
42. Washington's 
were famous
44. Calm or tranquil
45. Sweeten the pot
46. Queen of gossip

47. Outstanding
50. " _____ 
Misbehavin'"
51. Bar account
54. Where knors are 
found?
57. Unsullied
58. A flat or C
59. Shopping frenzy
60. Rainfall-
challenged?
61. ___ dunk
62. Basketball tactic
63. Soothing brews

Down
1. Piccadilly Circus 
figure
2. Topnotch
3. Rope
4. "___ So Shy" 
(Pointer Sisters hit)

5. Managing
6. Deft
7. Wearing
8. Queen of the coop
9. It's Tokyo now
10. Livens (up)
11. A meter reader
12. Mobil rival
13. At no time, to 
a bard
19. Wagon type
21. Like Dr. Evil's clone
24. Google results
25. Dietitian's forte
26. Third Pillar of 
Islam topic
27. Palatable.
28. Act in a soap?
29. Marine body
30. Thread
31. Vietnamese, for 
example

32. Dissect a sentence
34. Mumbai money
37. Schlep
38. Copier setting, 
perhaps
40. Airbags?
41. E-mail status
43. Type of bicycle
44. Has a funny feeling
46. "Jeepers!"
47. Admits, with "up"
48. Moth's meal
49. A wee bit
50. A lot, at times?
52. Carmen solo
53. Bunk and four-
poster
55. Cook's amt.
56. 0% ___
57. A way to stand

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46

47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63
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feathers flying from the 
poor bird that had been 
run out of his tree.” 

Then Eureka No. 2 – 
Denny knew it had to be 
a whole series. This song 
had to be completely re-
written, and illustrated, 
with cats! 

Of course, creating a 
12-card set wouldn’t be 
cheap, and Denny said 
she couldn’t spring for a 
1,000-plus run of Christ-
mas cards that would 
probably sit in boxes in 
the corner.  So, the idea 

seemed out of reach. But 
within two days, her art-
ist friend Bernadette 
Kazmarski (“a fantastic 
painter of cats”), had 
emailed her, “out of the 
blue – asking me what 
my experience with Zaz-
zle.com had been like. I 
had no idea what she was 
talking about; I had nev-
er heard of that,” Denny 
recalled.  Zazzle.com is 
an on-demand printing 
service that will print 
singles of any design you 
create on any item, in-
cluding cards, and make 
them available to the 
public.

Well, it turned out 

Bernadette had mixed 
her up with someone else 
that had mentioned Zaz-
zle to her, and the mix-up 
gave Denny Eureka No. 
3 – she was able to do all 
12 designs in two weeks, 
and by Dec. 1, “The 
Twelve Cats of Christ-
mas” was a complete 
set, available not just to 
Denny as her Christmas 
card for however few cop-
ies she wanted, but to the 
world.

“A few months later, 
one of my clients who 
hired me to illustrate 
her children’s book (‘Obi 
Nwokolo – The Power 
Kid series’) was publish-

Continued from Page 35 

Cat book ing on Amazon’s self-
publishing platform, 
CreateSpace.” Denny 
said she had to learn the 
specs for that, and with 
that came Eureka No. 
4 – “The Twelve Cats of 
Christmas” had to be a 
book.

The perpetual cat 
lover thinks that replac-
ing each day’s gift in 
‘Twelve Days of Christ-
mas’ with cats “is a vast 
improvement over the 
cacophony of noisy birds 
and mayhem in the song. 
I mean, if he was really 
my true love, shouldn’t 
he have sent cats?  And, 
of course, cats do things 
their own way, so the fes-
tivities may not be what 
you expect.”

The series www.
amazon.com is a holi-
day must-have... and 
must-give. It won the In-
ternational Cat Writers’ 

Association 2012 Certifi-
cate of Excellence, Muse 
Medallion, and the Kuyk-
endall Image Award for 
outstanding image series 

featuring cats. 
A portion of every 

sale goes to help home-
less and rescued cats in 
Queens.

Where: 33-02 Queens Blvd., 
Long Island City
Cost: $55/advance, $35/
after midnight entry 
advance
Contact: (718) 433-4500

Southern Queens

Villa Russo’s Back to the 
’80s New Year’s Eve — 
Break out your shoulder 
pads and acid-washed jeans.
When: 8:30 pm - 2 am
Where: 101-12 Lefferts Blvd., 
Richmond Hill
Cost: $85/adult, $42.50/
children
Contact: (718) 849-0990

The Great Gatsby End 
of the Year Masquerade 
— Welcome 2015 like it’s 
1925 with this event that 
will feature art deco decor, 
speciality cocktails, music 
and dancing. 
When: 9 pm - 5 am
Where: Amazura, 91-12 144th 
Place, Jamaica
Cost: $40
Contact: (718) 298-6760

Antun’s New Year’s Eve 
— You won’t miss the city’s 
celebration with a live feed 
from Times Square counting 
down to 2015. Ticket price 
includes an international 
smorgasbord served until 1 
a.m., open bar until 3 a.m.,  
photography by Madison Studio 
and dancing to live music.
When: 9 pm
Where: 96-43 Springfi eld 

Blvd., Queens Village
Cost: $110/per person
Contact: (718) 468-6400

Maracas New York Night 
Club — The night includes 
an island buffet, hats and 
noisemakers and live music 
from Rome as well as DJs. 
When: 8 pm - 4 am
Where: 121-08 Jamaica Ave., 
Jamaica
Cost: $20/advance
Contact: (718) 848-7171

Countdown to 2015 New 
Year’s Celebration — 
Resorts World Casino offers 
two options: Live music from 
the band 12X and DJ Fame 
Cohen in Bar360, or 80s 
tribute band White Wedding 
and DJ Tommy Nappi in 
casino’s Central Park space. 
When: 8 pm - 3 am
Where: 110-00 Rockaway 
Blvd., Jamaica
Cost: $40 - $75
Contact: (888) 888-8801

Northeast and 
Central Queens

Flushing New Year’s 
Eve Countdown Party 
— Flushing’s Sheraton 
LaGuardia East Hotel and 
CA Model ring in the New 
Year with a fashion show, 
live music, a raffl e and 
champagne toast at midnight. 
Begin the night with a special 
prix-fi xe dinner at the hotel’s 
Deluge Restaurant.
When: 9 pm - 2 am
Where: 135-20 39th Ave., 
Flushing
Cost: Party — $95/over 21 
includes three-hour open 

bar, $65/under 21 includes 
three hours of non-alcoholic 
drinks; Party and dinner 
package — $130/under 21, 
$150/over 21
Contact: (718) 670-7490

New Year’s Ball at Pride 
Lounge NYC — Forest Hills’ 
fi rst gay bar offers free 
buffet, champagne toast and 
music by k3vin envoy with no 
cover charge. 
When: 4 pm - 4 am
Where: 70-15 Austin St., 
Forest Hills
Cost: Free admission
Contact: (718) 263-7743

New Year’s Eve 
Celebration at Vivaldi 
Ristorante — Evening 
includes a  six-course dinner, 
live entertainment, open 
bar and midnight toast. 
Reservations are required.
When: 8 pm - 2 am
Where: 201-10 Cross Island 
Parkway Service Road, 
Bayside
Cost: $150/per person, $120/
minors 20 and younger
Contact: (718) 352-2300

And, just in case you 
cannot find a sitter, there 
are New Year’s Eve and 
Day options for families, 
too. 

At the New York Hall of 
Science in Corona, catch a 
3D screening of the recent 
Disney hit “Frozen,” with 
showings at 3 p.m. on Dec. 
31 and Jan. 1. 

While at the Hall of 
Science, you can still 
catch GingerBread Lane, 
the world’s largest gin-
gerbread village display. 

In Jane Sayre Denny’s book “The Twelve Cats of Christmas,” 
12 drummers drumming become 12 cats drumming. 

Photo courtesy Jane Sayre Denny

Continued from Page 36 

New Year’s
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GingerBread Lane — The world-
record setting 1-and-a-half ton, 
300-square-foot village returns to 
Queens. 
When: Through Jan. 11
Where: New York Hall of Science, 
47-01 111th St., Corona
Cost: $11/adults, $8/seniors, 
students and children 17 and under
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

Holiday Cheer at Satchmo’s House 
— Take a guided interpretive tour of 
the only preserved home of a jazz 
legend in the world. In December, 
the house will be decorated for 
the holidays and audio clips of 
Armstrong, including his reading of 
“‘Twas the Night Before Christmas,” 
will be played during the tours. 
When: Through Dec. 30
Where: Louis Armstrong House 
Museum, 34-56 107th St., Corona
Cost: $10/adults, $7/seniors, 
students and children, Free/members 
and children under 4
Contact: (718) 478-8274
Website: www.
louisarmstronghouse.org

Holiday Open House at Queens 
County Farm — Tour the 
farmhouse, take part in craft 
activities and sip mulled cider.
When: Dec. 26, 27 and 28, from 
noon - 4 pm
Where: Queens County Farm, 75-30 
Little Neck Parkway, Floral Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 347-3276
Website: www.queensfarm.org

The Night Sky — The Urban 
Rangers will lead you through the 
science, history and lore of the 
solar system.
When: Saturday, Dec. 27, at 6 pm
Where: Passarelle Ramp at David 
Dinkins Circle in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, near the USTA 
pavilions 
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Norian Maro “Leodo: Paradise 
Lost”— The Korean world music 
group, Norian Maro, presents 
a performance with singing, 
dancing and movement about the 
legendary island of Leodo.
When: Friday, Jan. 16, at 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd.
Cost: Free, but online pre-
registration is required

Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org

Spherus — International juggling 
champion Greg Kennedy performs 
a non-verbal show joined by two 
aerial acrobats. Kennedy will 
lead an interactive workshop on 
juggling. 
When: Saturday, Jan. 24, workshop 
at 1 pm, performance at 2:15 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd.
Cost: Workshop — $7/adults, $4/
children, Free/members with 
performance tickets; Performance 
— $13/adults, $10/members, $8/
children, $6/member children
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org

The Moth StorySLAM — An open-
mic storytelling competition open 
to anyone with a fi ve-minute tale 
to share about the theme, “State 
Lines and Personal Boundaries.” 
A team of judges, selected from 
audience will pick a winner. Sign 
up to take part or just come by to 
watch. 
When: Monday, Jan. 26, at 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd.
Cost: $8/general admission
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org

MUSIC

Monthly Jazz Clinics— For anyone 
interested in learning more about 
jazz and having a chance to play 
alongside other musicians. Open 
to high school students and older. 
Clinics is followed by monthly Jazz 
Jam.
When: Wednesday, Jan. 7, at 6 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd.
Cost: Clinic — Free, Jam — $10/
general admission, Free/
performers, members and students
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org

“Beloved Prey” and Moon 
Princess Song Cycle— “Beloved 
Prey” is an opera about a lioness 
who adopts a baby antelope and 
an antelope mother’s attempt to 
rescue her child. Moon Princess 
Song Cycle is soprano-piano duo 
Sara Heaton and Akiko Sasaki.
When: Sunday, Jan. 18, at 2 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd.
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org

FILM

Curators’ Choice Series — 
Museum of the Moving Image 
curators David Schwartz and Aliza 
Ma have selected seven fi lms, 
including Richard Linklater’s 
“Boyhood,” Jean-Luc Godard’s 
“Goodbye to Language 3-D” and 
Hayao Miyazaki’s “The Wind Rises.” 
Check website for complete 
schedule.
When: Friday, Jan. 2 through 
Sunday, Jan. 4
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: Included in museum 
admission, $12/adults, $9/seniors 
and students
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

KIDS & FAMILY

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-
In Program for Families — On 
the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore the 
galleries and then spend time 
in the education room making 
art. Educators will be on hand 
to discuss gallery connections, 
introduce materials and assist 
in art making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each month, 
11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 33rd 
Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/includes 
museum admission and materials
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

Recycled Children’s Crafts — 
Take part in a craft workshop using 
recycled and re-purposed items. 
When: Sunday, Jan. 11, from 1 pm - 3 
pm
Where: Queens Botanical Garden, 
43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.queensbotanical.org

“Mysterious Lake” Workshop — 
Join this workshop which imagines 
what happens if all objects became 
living creatures at night while you 
sleep. Bring objects from home 
and help create a short play about 
them. 
When: Saturday, Jan. 31, at 2 pm 
for ages 3 - 7; and 4 pm for ages 
8 -15
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd.
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Bayside Historical Society’s 
Winter Art Show— This annual 
two-week exhibit showcases 
Queens artists who work in various 

media. 
When: Through Sunday, Feb. 1; 
Opening reception Sunday, Jan. 18, 
at 2 pm
Where: Bayside Historical Society, 
208 Totten Ave., Fort Totten
Cost: $10/opening reception
Contact: (718) 352-1548
Website: www.baysidehistorical.
org

Highlights of the Daghlian 
Collection of Chinese Art — The 
full collection contains more than 
1,600 pieces spanning 5,000 years. 
This exhibit includes 60, mostly 
ceramic objects.
When: Through Jan. 10, 2015
Where: Godwin-Ternbach Museum 
at Queens College, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 997-4747
Website: www.qcpages.qc.cuny.
edu

Cultural Capsules — An 
international exhibition featuring 
artworks that tell the human 
stories of urban societies, which 
are often shadowed by the 
glittering lights of modern cities. 
When: Through Jan. 15, 2015
Where: Jamaica Center for Arts 
& Learning, 161-04 Jamaica Ave., 
Jamaica
Contact: (718) 658-7400
Website: www.jcal.org

Polit-Sheer-Form! — The China-
based art group attempts to create 
a framework for collective life in 
today’s consumer-oriented China. 
When: Through March 8, 2015
Where: Queens Museum, New York 
City Building, Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Cost: Suggested — $8/adults, $4/
students and seniors, Free/children 
under 12
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.org

MoMA PS1 — Now on display, “The 
Little Things Could Be Dearer,” 
“Bob and Roberta Smith: Art 
Amnesty,” “Francesco Vezzoli: 
Teatro Romano,” “Zero Tolerance” 
and “Samara Golden: The Flat Side 
of the Knife.”
When: Through March 8, 2015
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 Jackson 
Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/students and 
seniors, Free/children under 16
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

DANCE

Japanese Classical Dance at 
Resobox — Workshops teach 
the 400-year-old nichibu dance 
popularized in kabuki. All 
experience levels are welcome and 
all materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm workshop 
for children 8 to 11; 6:30 pm 
workshop for all ages 12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th St., 

Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

COMEDY
Open Mic at Rapture Lounge — All 
musicians, poets, writers, singers-
songwriters, comedians and 
performance artists are welcome. 
Sign-up at 8 pm.
When: Mondays, 8:30 pm to 10 pm
Where: Rapture Lounge, 34-27 28th 
Ave., Astoria
Cost: No cover, $10 minimum
Contact: (718) 626-8044
Website: www.rapturelounge.com

Astoria Comedy All Stars — Ben 
Rosenfeld hosts fi ve different comics 
each week. Comics range from 
underground NYC acts to nationally 
touring headliners. The show is 
absolutely free, no cover charge and 
no drink minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 43-03 
Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.com/blog/
archives/astoria_comedy_all_stars

The Regulars Comedy Show — 
Every Wednesday night New York’s 
up-and-coming and already arrived 
comedians hang out and tell jokes at 
The Creek & The Cave.
When: Wednesdays, 10 pm
Where: The Creek & The Cave, 10-
93 Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 706-8783
Website: www.creeklic.com

Queen’s Secret Improv Club — On 
Friday nights, teams perform seven 
improvisation comedy sets on the 
half-hour. Tickets are good for all 
seven shows.
When: Fridays, 7:30 pm to 11 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 
23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $5/good for all or any of the 
seven performances
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

Face Off Unlimited presents 
Improvius Maximus — Long-form 
improv teams compete in Mighty 
Caesar’s arena for laughs and 
glory.
When: Fridays, 10:30 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 
23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  347-502-7274 
www.winetimedouglaston.com  

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY PAUL JANNACE

About 60 students from Hillcrest High School and Francis Lewis High School 
worked with members of the West Cunningham Park Civic Association, Inc., 
during its My Park Day at Cunningham Park. Volunteers removed weeds, 
raked up leaves and broken branches, and planted daffodil bulbs in the park 
and along the border of 193rd Street. The Parks Department provided tools, 
Partnership for Parks provided bulbs and the West Cunningham Park Civic 
Association provided refreshments. Civic leaders Rosa and Benny Wong coor-
dinated the event.  Photo by Daniel Rachmat

The student council of PS 26 in Fresh Meadows held an installa-
tion ceremony in the school auditorium. City Councilman Mark 
Weprin served as installing officer. Also in attendance were 
new Superintendent Danielle Giunta and President of the West 
Cunningham Park Civic Association. Bob Harris. The student coun-
cil officers are Isaac Ng, president; Alan Almyashev, vice presi-
dent; Emily Noh, treasurer; and Matthew DeLeon, secretary.  

Photo by Chrysanthe Georgatos

Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder (second from r.) is joined by 
Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus and Holly and Roger Gendron 
at the Hamilton Beach Volunteer Fire Department 
3rd annual holiday tree lighting, an event orga-
nized by the Hamilton Beach Civic Association. 

Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder’s office

Maspeth High School 4H Club mem-
bers, Melbin Mayorga, Maite Realpe, 
Emily Rahaman, Dania Marcial, Shweta 
Punjabi, Shane Bundrant, and Giovanni 
Camacho spread holiday cheer by 
sending festive holiday cards to St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 

Photo courtesy of Maspeth High School

Andrew Pecorella, principal of PS 26 in 
Fresh Meadows, speaks to the joint pub-
lic meeting of the West Cunningham 
Park Civic Association and the Civic 
Association of Utopia Estates. 

Photo by Bob Harris

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (c.) joins Congresswoman Grace Meng, 
Assemblyman Edward Braunstein and Council Member Mark S. Weprin at the 
annual Bayside Hills Civic Association Tree and Menorah Lighting Celebrations, 
which included performances from students at PS 203 and St. Roberts. 

Photo courtesy of Assemblywoman Nily Rozic’s office

Councilman Paul Vallone and his student ambassadors joins the Auburndale Soccer Club and the Dwarf-Giraffe Athletic League as they distribute toys at St. Mary’s Healthcare System 
for Children Dec. 12. Together, they collected nearly 300 unwrapped toys for the children. Vallone’s student ambassadors included Joseph Lombardi, Nabil Tavarez, Harvind Japra, Ruchi 
Vaidya, Raj Vaidya, Brenda Ruiz, Sydney Boodoo and Michael Ribbeck. Photo courtesy of Councilman Paul Vallone’s office
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said. “They just want justice. They 
want whoever is responsible, for them 
to go to trial and be indicted if neces-
sary.”

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bram-
er (D-Sunnyside) said he was happy to 
march in solidarity with his fellow 
marchers in a peaceful manner. 

“I think many people, including my-
self, feel that what happened on Staten 
Island just is not right — that justice 
has not been served and we all have 
an obligation to speak out and demand 
justice,” Van Bramer said. 

State Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria); state Assemblywoman Cath-
erine Nolan (D-Ridgewood); Chris 
Hanway, Jacob Riis’ executive direc-
tor; and Bishop Mitchell Taylor, CEO of 
Urban Bound, also participated in the 
march. Jacob Riis, Center of Hope In-
ternational, the Queensbridge Tenant 
Association, the Ravenswood Resident 
Association and the Astoria Resident 
Association also sponsored the march.

When the marchers arrived in front 
of the train station, two ministers con-
ducted a prayer and everyone prayed 
in unison.

Queensbridge resident Chesterfield 

Hope, 44, said people are starting to 
care about the issue. 

“It’s just good to see that people are 
concerned because for the most part, it 
seemed like people weren’t concerned 
at all until Ferguson,” Hope said. “I 
hope this really stays in the media and 
we get some real change.”

The clergy also participated in the 
march. Kelsey Young, deacon for the 
Friendship Baptist Church, said he 
was trying to send a message to the 
community with his presence at the 
march.

“I came out to show my support be-
cause if nobody comes out to support 
us or this cause, then it’s not going to 
do anything to change it,” Young said. 
“Me being here, I’m hoping that it 
will show that there’s people that care 
enough to come out and support this 
cause.”

For Crawford Hinson, senior pastor 
at the Friendship Baptist Church, the 
march was about encouraging the pas-
sage of laws that better serve the com-
munity. 

“It wasn’t anger, but it’s hurt be-
cause so many families are suffering 
through some unjust laws that need to 
be changed,” Hinson said. “It sent the 
message that some of these laws will be 
changed so they can better the commu-
nity for our people.”

their losses against a quiet backdrop.
 “It is time for the city to mourn and 

move forward,” Katz said.
With tensions between police 

unions and the mayor at a delicate 
juncture, Katz hopes the horrific act 
of violence will improve relationships 
and defuse rhetoric.

Patrick Lynch, president of the Pa-
trolmen’s Benevolent Association, said 
hours after the murders of the cops 
“there is blood on many hands,” par-
ticularly the mayor’s.

Just days before the killings, the 
PBA posted a letter on its website ask-
ing cops to sign it to request the mayor 
and the City Council Speaker, Melissa 
Mark-Viverito not to attend their fu-
nerals if they were killed in the line of 
duty.

Like Katz, other elected officials 
also said it was time for reflection and 
healing. 

“In the face of such senseless vio-
lence, we should calm down the rheto-
ric and work together to find a way to 
create a safer and more peaceful city,” 
said Carolyn Maloney (D-Astoria). 

Just days before the cops’ murders, 
a majority of New Yorkers approved 
of the mayor’s handling of the dem-
onstrations in response to fatal police 
confrontations with unarmed civil-
ians, according to a poll. 

The Quinnipiac University survey 
was released just three days before the 

executions of Ramos and Liu. It found 
that 60 percent agree with de Blasio’s 
position on the demonstrations , allow-
ing New Yorkers to march and block 
streets and bridges, with 30 percent 
disagreeing with his approach to the 
mostly peaceful protests.

Queens District Attorney Richard 
Brown offered condolences to the Ra-
mos and Liu families, and said “we 
must find a way to channel our emo-
tions into achieving positive change 
for our city.”

A wake for Ramos was planned 
for Friday at the Christ Tabernacle 
Church, at 64-34 Myrtle Ave., in Glen-
dale, from 2 p.m. to 9. The funeral was 
scheduled for Saturday at 10 a.m.

The officer will be laid to rest at Cy-
press Hills Cemetery, in Brooklyn. 

Funeral arrangements for officer 
Liu were being finalized at press time.

U.S. Reps. Gregory Meeks (D-Ja-
maica) and Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
among others, offered condolences to 
the families of the slain cops.

“This heinous shooting is an in-
stance of senseless violence that sought 
to destroy the very fabric of our society 
and I condemn it in the strongest pos-
sible terms,” Meeks said.

Meng added, “These types of violent 
acts are un-American, and I ask all 
New Yorkers to join me in condemning 
these horrific crimes.”  

Reach reporter Juan Soto by e-mail 
at jsoto@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 4 

Katz

Continued from Page 4 

March Advertise your  
Clinical Studies in  

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in 

Classifieds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE 

OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522
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Sports

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO

Archbishop Molloy had 
its toughest test of the season 
against nationally ranked 
and defending state Fed-
eration Class AA champion 
Long Island Lutheran and 
passed with flying colors.

In a hard-fought defensive 
game, Molloy used a third-
quarter outburst to help se-
cure a 55-45 victory over the 
Crusaders at the HoopQueens 
Winterball girls’ basketball 
showcase at Francis Lewis 
Sunday afternoon.

“It’s a really big win for 
the program,” Queens Col-
lege-bound guard Kaitlyn 
Mahon said. “It’s something 
we’ve been preparing for.”

The unbeaten Stanners 
went on a 16-1 run in the 
third quarter. The victory 
announces them as a seri-
ous contender for the state 
Federation crown with key 
league games coming against 
Bishop Loughlin and Christ 
the King. Molloy, which beat 
Grand Street on Saturday, is 
proving it can play with any-
one

“We went into this game 
with the mindset that we 
were the team that was good 
enough to beat them,” Molloy 
senior guard Emer Moloney 
said.

The Stanners’ seniors and 
their leadership on the court 
were crucial to their victory 
on Sunday. Mahon led the 
Stanners with 14 points and 
five assists. Moloney scored 
12 points and senior for-
ward Aryn McClure scored 
nine points and added 10 re-
bounds.

LuHi guard and Univer-
sity of Michigan commit 
Lauren “Boogie” Brozoski, a 
Cambria Heights native, led 
all scorers with 25 points. 

The first half was a tight-
knit affair as both teams 
struggled to gain any of the 
momentum. The second 
quarter played out much like 
the first with both offenses 

struggling to score against 
two unrelenting defenses. 
Molloy (7-0) still led 24-23 at 
the break.

Molloy came out on fire in 
the third quarter. The Stan-
ners went on a 16-1 run to end 
the frame and the Queens 
College-bound Moloney 
scored eight of her 12 points 
during the run. Molloy led 41-
26 heading into the fourth.

“We pride ourselves on 
defending,” Stanners coach 
Scott Lagas said. “We know 
if we kept the ball where we 
wanted it to be on defense, 
we could get some run outs 
on the other side and that’s 
exactly what happened. Our 
confidence on offense comes 
from our defense.”

In the fourth quarter 
things got chippy between 
both teams at the 5:57 mark 
as two double technical fouls 
would be called. Both of the 
technical fouls for Molloy 
were called on McClure re-
sulting in her ejection from 
the game.

Molloy was now without 
its most talented player and 
their dominant post pres-
ence.

Lutheran (2-2) took full 
advantage of the hole Molloy 
had.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Ron Naclerio finally let 
himself enjoy the thought of 
700 career wins when Rashond 
Salnave hit a 3-pointer to give 
Benjamin Cardozo a 12-point 
lead with just over three min-
utes remaining in the game.

Naclerio, who has coached 
the Judges for 34 years, ran 
down the bench toward the 
baseline and jumped in excite-
ment as the shot hit nothing but 
net. It was his first real show of 
emotion in his unusually calm 
demeanor.

“I think that was the first 
time I realized we really had 
it,” Naclerio said.

He was forced to put it out 
of his mind after that, focus-
ing more on helping his team 
hold off rival Construction’s 
final run. The accomplishment 
finally kicked in after a 73-61 
home victory in PSAL Queens 
AA boys’ basketball Monday. A 
hug and congratulations from 
longtime assistant coach Mike 
Blisset brought all the emo-
tions back.

“When you are in the mo-
ment, you forget about indi-
vidual accomplishments,” Na-
clerio said.

He becomes just the fourth 
coach in New York State boys’ 
basketball history to reach the 
mark and remains fourth on 
the all-time list. Naclerio, who 
won his second PSAL city title 
last year, hit 500 wins in 2007 
and 600 in 2010. Both came 
against beatable opponents. It 
was special getting this mark 
in a close game against the 
Judges’ biggest borough rivals.

“This was an opponent I 
knew could beat us,” Naclerio 
said. “It was a great high school 
game, place was packed, back 
and forth.”

His players mobbed him in 
front of the Dozo locker room 
afterwards. Naclerio can be ec-
centric and demanding, but his 
teams are always prepared for 
their contest. He spends metic-

ulous hours scouting and plan-
ning. He has pushed countless 
kids to be better people and 
athletes.

“He was kind of crazy, I 
am not going to lie,” four-year 
varsity guard Elijah McNeely 
said of his initial reaction to 
Naclerio. “But I saw he was so 
passionate about the game. He 
wanted everyone to do what 
they can do to their best poten-
tial.”

Salnave scored 24 points 
and Aaron Walker had 23 for 
the Judges (8-0). Tareq Co-
burn added 13 points and 10 
rebounds.

Hofstra recruit Justin 
Wright-Foreman paced Con-
struction with 28 points. Ca-
leb Goosby tallied 14 points, 
including four 3-pointers. He 
filled in for Tahleek Weekes. 
He was suspended a game by 
the PSAL for an incident that 

happened in a win over Queens 
HS of Teaching Dec. 18. Still 
the Red Hawks were in position 
to win.

“You want to win the game 
whether it was 600 or No. 2 [for 
Naclerio].” Construction coach 
Cory Semper said. “You want 
to win the game. We were right 
there.”

Construction (7-1) led the 
Judges 51-50 after two free 
throws from Wesley Nelson 
early in the fourth quarter. 
Cardozo turned up the defense 
and responded with a 13-4 run, 
capped by Salnave’s trey to go 
up 65-53 with 3:40 left.

“Being undefeated during 
the break, getting it at home,” 
Salnave said. “A lot of people 
said we were going to lose, but 
we came out and proved them 
wrong.”

Continued on Page 47

Benjamin Cardozo head coach Ron Naclerio (l.) speaks with one of his 
players during Monday night's game against Construction High School. 
Naclerio earned his 700th career victory as the unbeaten Judges topped 
Construction 73-61. Photo by Michael Shain

700th Heaven
Judges top Hawks to give Naclerio milestone victory

LI power Lutheran 
downed by Molloy

Kaitlyn Mahon scored 14 points 
for Molloy in a win over Long 
Island Lutheran last Sunday. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado

Continued on Page 47
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Familiar players and pro-
grams dominated the girls’ soc-
cer landscape in Queens again 
this year.

It was another banner year 
for Christ the King. The Middle 
Village school won its fourth 
straight CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens Class AA title and 
reached the Catholic state final 
for the first time in program 
history. While the Royals kept 
themselves among the elite, 
Francis Lewis returned there. 
The Patriots won an undefeated 
division title and reached the 
PSAL semifinals for the first 
time since 2011. St. Francis 
Prep had one if its best seasons 
in recent years in the CHSAA 
Nassau/Suffolk division and 
Monsignor McClancy won its 
first Brooklyn/Queens Class A 
crown.

Plenty of players helped 
make this a memorable year 
and here are the best of the 
best:

All-Queens Girls’ Soccer 

Player of the Year: Sarah No-

lan, Christ the King

The Royals have a bevy of 
stars, but the junior forward 
shined the brightest. The 
speedy Nolan scored a team-
high 17 goals and dished out 
nine assists. She got it done 
when it mattered most, too. No-
lan had a goal and two assists 
in the diocesan final and found 
the back of the net once in a 3-1 
win over Sacred Heart of Buf-
falo.

All-Queens Girls Soccer 

Coach of the Year: Robert 

May, Monsignor McClancy

It took just three seasons for 
May to bring the program from 
its infancy to a championship 
club. He used a loss in last year’s 
JV final to fuel his squad. The 
cohesive group improved under 
his leadership and beat St. Sav-
iour 1-0 to win the former all-
boys school’s first Brooklyn/
Queens ‘A’ crown. The future 
is bright for the Crusaders with 
May at the helm.

All-Queens first team

D Autumn Brown, St. 

Francis Prep

The junior sweeper was the 
backbone of an excellent Terri-
ers defense. Brown’s strength 
and athleticism allowed her 
cover the entire field and made 
it hard for opponents to bully 
their way to goals.

F Angela Carredu, St. 

Francis Prep 

Carredu was moved from 
defender to forward and made 
coach John Jenkins looks like a 
genius. She and Sophia DeLeon 
raised each other’s games and 
formed one of the borough’s 
most dynamic scoring duos.

GK Samantha Cobotic, St 

Francis Prep

The senior keeper has regu-
larly been one of the city’s best 
and was again this season. It 
took a pretty nifty shot to get 
past Cobotic, who helped the 
Terriers to a 7–6-1 season in the 
area’s toughest league.

F Sophia DeLeon, St. 

Francis Prep

DeLeon is as pure a goal 
scorer as they come. The se-
nior’s speed and agility made 
her extremely tough to shut 
down for an entire game and 
gave her a chance to score from 
anywhere on the field.

M Brittany Ehrlich, Ben-

jamin Cardozo 

The senior has been one of 
the best offensive players on 
Queens throughout her career 
and that didn’t change. Ehrlich 
scored 11 goals and dished out 
11 assists to lead Dozo to the 
second round of the playoffs.

F Jacklyn Lada, Francis 

Lewis 

Lada burst onto the scene in 
a big way for the Patriots. The 
freshman made an immediate 
impact with 14 goals, including 
two in the postseason, and 11 

assists. The future is bright for 
Lada and Lewis.

M Kiana Leger, Christ the 

King

Leger never played like a 
sophomore, but instead per-
formed with the skill and 
smarts of a veteran, Her ag-
gressive style, and 10 goals and 
12 assists, made her one of the 
most important pieces to CK’s 
title run.

M Medina Mulic, Christ 

the King

There may not be a more 
dynamic player in New York 
City. The junior’s strong long 
and superb passing allowed her 
to score 12 goals and hand out 
12 assists.  Mulic can also play 
defense when needed.

D Diana Paravatos Christ 

the King

The senior took over for 
Destiny Marino as the heart 

and soul of the Royals’ defense. 
Her leadership and toughness 
helped the unit find its chem-
istry early and made CK one of 
the hardest team to score on.

M Christina Psomopou-

los, Bayside

Psomopoulos became a 
much better part of the Com-
modores’ offense to help lead 
her team to a division title. The 
senior found the back of the net 
15 times and handed out nine 
assists, including two in post 
season win.

F Panagiota Tsourapis, 

Francis Lewis

The senior forward came 
a long way from being a fresh-
man focused on basket. Tsoura-
pis transformed into one of the 
Patriots leaders and biggest 
weapons. She tallied 14 goals 
and six assists to help Louis 
reach the semifinals.

Honorable Mention
F Kiara Birch, Campus Magnet
D Rebecca Bollman, Monsignor 
McClancy
M Colette Craig, Mary Louis 
Academy
D Caroline DeBonis, Francis Lewis
D Tara Ferraris, St. Francis Prep
GK Victoria Gianatiempo, 
Archbishop Molloy
D/M Stacy Gomez, Benjamin 
Cardozo
GK Kimberly Moreira, Christ the 
King
F Victoria Ramirez, Monsignor 
McClancy
M Karla Saltos, Mary Louis 
Academy
M Eleni Spiratos, Benjamin 
Cardozo
M Adriana Tito, Arts & Business

Christ the King has been 
everything it said it would be 
and maybe more early on.

The Royals boys’ basket-
ball team played far from their 
best game but still eased past 
CHSAA rival Cardinal Hayes 
64-46 in their home opener 
last Friday night. CK was bal-
anced offensively. Eight dif-
ferent players scored, led by 18 
points from sophomore guard 

Jose Alvarado. Star Rawle 
Alkins had 15 and helped hold 
Manhattan-bound center A.K. 
Ojo to just six. CK’s speed and 
depth gave the bigger Hayes 
fits when it took control the 
game with a 12-0 run in the 
first quarter.

They are all things we were 
told in the preseason this ver-
sion of the Royals would do. 
They have been even a little 
better than they expected dur-
ing a 5-0 start. Christ the King 
is ranked No. 23 in the coun-
try by USA Today.

“At this point we are better 
than I thought we would be,” 
Royals coach Joe Arbitello 
said.

The reason is, he has eight 
guys who buy into their roles 

and are made better by an 
unselfish star in Alkins. The 
Royals play well together. 
They held Hayes to just 16 
first-half points and watched 
the continued growth of Alva-
rado, who also contributed to 
three first-half fouls on Hayes 
point guard Clive Allen. Al-
varado was poised and made 
jumpers along with Jarred 
Rivers, who had 11 points.

“We are playing our role,” 
Alvarado said. “Rawle is a big 
star right now. We are coming 
up. We are young and we are 
just going to keep playing like 
we’ve been playing.”

It’s because those before 
them have already done it. 
A clear standard has been 
set and a level of confidence 

instilled in this current ver-
sion of the Royals just because 
of who they represent When 
Alkins was asked what beat-
ing Hayes showed, his answer 
was it is just CK doing what 
it is supposed to do. Four city 
titles and three state Federa-
tion Class AA crowns in the 
last five seasons will do that.

“It’s not like we’re the un-
derdogs,” he said. “It just says 
we are as expected. We expect 
to win.”

All of it has made Middle 
Village the place to be for for-
mer CK alums, college coaches 
and currant high school stars. 
Former Royals standouts Jon 
Severe, Terrel Hunt, Craig 
“Speedy” Claxton and cur-
rent South Kent guard Travis 

Atson were all in attendance. 
Cardozo head man Ron Na-
clerio and Wings coach Billy 
Turnage sat in the bleachers 
scouting as a number of col-
lege coaches did the same. 
PSAL stars Shamorie Ponds 
and Jessie Govan also took in 
the action.

“I told them there were 15 
to 20 state champions around 
in the gym tonight,” Arbitello 
said of his alumni returning. 
“I think it’s great for the pro-
gram.”

This bunch of Royals wants 
to put this team in the panthe-
on with the groups that came 
before. Up to this point it’s do-
ing everything it needs to get 
it done.

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Christ the King’s Sarah Nolan (l.) has been named All-Queens Girls’ 
Soccer Player of the Year.

Christ the King living up to high expectations

Nolan tops All-Queens soccer honors
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straight points on a pair of 
free throws by Doyin Issac (14 
points) and a layup by Nyon-
tah Wisseh (eight points) to cut 
the Terriers’ lead to 42-35. The 
SFP defense, which took two 
charges in the second half, 
held Xavierian in check after 
that. Defense is something 
Leary said his team plays well 
all the time, even when they 
had to make an adjustment 
midway through the game.

“The decision to get away 

from the press slowed them 
down and they passed the ball 
around the perimeter,” Leary 
said.

Along with the ability to 
defend, the Terrier success 
at the free throw line allowed 
them to break the game open 
in the final minutes to secure 
the win.

Senior Connor Bacci, who 
finished with 13 points for the 
Terriers, scored nine points 
in the first quarter to help St. 

Francis Prep jump out to an 
early 20-13 edge.

The Clippers outscored the 
Terriers 10-7 in the second 
quarter, but St. Francis Prep’s 
defense and seniors lead-
ers were able to score when 
they needed to and to get a 
big league win going into the 
Christmas break after a loss 
to Bishop Laughlin. 

“Any time you win a league 
game it’s a good performance,” 
Leary said.

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK

Shane Herrity knew he 
needed to step up in the sec-
ond half after a tough open-
ing two quarters against 
Xaverian.

The St. Francis Prep se-
nior guard did just that as 
he scored 17 of his 21 points 
in the second half to lead the 
Terriers to a 59-44 victory 
over the visiting Clippers in 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
boys’ basketball last Friday 
night.

“I was a little slow in the 
first half, wasn’t getting good 
looks and my shots weren’t 
falling,” Herrity said. “In 
the second half, I tried to cre-
ate more space off the ball. I 
knew my teammates were go-
ing to find me.”

Herrity made his impact 
right away after the break. 
Out of the gate he scored six 
of the Terriers’ first eight 
points to open up 35-28 advan-
tage. Herrity continued his 
offensive display by hitting a 
floater for the last of his eight 
points in the quarter to put 
St. Francis Prep (4-4, 1-3) up 
39-31 at the end of three.

Terriers coach Tim Leary 
said leading by example and 
helping the team is something 
Herrity does regularly. His 
role has expanded more with 
the graduation of Michael 
Field and senior forward Jor-
dan Santiago choosing to fo-
cus on baseball.

“He works hard all the 
time,” Leary said. “Today, he 
hit his shots and that’s a plus 
for us.”

Herrity wasn’t done after 
the third. He scored the first 
three points of the fourth to 
give the Terriers a 42-31 ad-
vantage with 5:58 left.

It looked like the Clippers 
(2-2, 1-2) had a comeback in 
them after they scored four 

Herrity, Prep surge past Xaverian
The Crusaders went on a 

14-2 run to narrow the deficit 
to 48-40, but Molloy held tough 
without McClure and was able 
to contain Lutheran’s late run 
to preserve the victory.

As big as the victory was, 
Molloy isn’t getting compla-
cent. It knows they have to keep 
working to get to their ultimate 
goal of a Federation title.

“We never want to stay stag-
nant,” Moloney said. “We al-
ways want to do our best to be 
one step ahead of everybody.”

Continued from Page 45 

Molloy

Shane Herrity dribbles towards basket during the CHSAA Basketball game between Xaverian and St. Francis 
Prep at St. Francis Prep School in Queens Friday. Photo by Robert Cole 

The victory will make for a 
very happy holiday season for 
Naclerio and the Judges, who 
would have had to wait 16 days 
to play again.

“I’ll probably have a mo-
ment over the holidays where 
my friends and I and the team 
will go somewhere and enjoy 
it,” Naclerio said. “It would 
have been a long Christmas if 
we lost.”

Naclerio
Continued from Page 45 
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served as the 25th District leader in Queens, 
said one resident told her he was sleeping in the 
basement and woke up to find himself under-
water while another said she had to change her 
washing machine twice and take her car out of 
submerging water twice.

“The impact of the water is strong,” Dela-
cruz said. “They (floods)  are strong. But it 
pushes up the manhole. You can see it’s being 
pushed up by the water.”

Annette Shapiro, 50, who lives on 65-26 Uto-
pia Parkway, said the flooding has been going 
on for about 18 years and remembers experi-
encing it when her parents were still living in 
the house.

After a car accident made it difficult for her 
to walk, she says she worries that the next time 
there is a flood, she will not be safe. She said the 
city should put catch basins and sewers on 65th 
and 67th avenues as well as Utopia Parkway.

“There aren’t enough, but we’re told we 
have to clean it (basin) ,” Shapiro said. “They 
have to clean it. Nobody does a bloody thing to 
help anyone, but they want money. That’s what 
they want. It’s money.”

Kew Gardens Hills resident Mike Sidel, 71, 
who used to live in Fresh Meadows, became 
friends with Shapiro after the 2007 flood and 
helped her out. 

He recalled walking down 74th Avenue in 
2007 and noticing that there were no catch ba-
sins to catch the water. He said agencies are un-
willing to cooperate.

“We have a lot of overlapping agencies and 
the difficulty is most agencies when suggested 
by the community board members activists or 
public officials, they turn their back and they 
take the attitude of, ‘You can’t tell me how to 
do my job,’” Sidel said. “There’s too much red 
tape.”

Lancman stressed that the DEP is seeking 
solutions that would not lead to more issues.

“They don’t want to solve this problem by 
creating problems elsewhere,” he said. 

Last April, the DEC, in con-
sultation with the DOH, ap-
proved the plan, according to 
a letter by Hasan Ahmed, envi-
ronmental engineer for Region 
2, written to A&P’s director of 
site planning at the time.

The site has been used for 
residential, commercial and 
industrial purposes. Johnny 
On The Spot Dry Cleaners 
used to occupy the southwest-
ern unit of the shopping center 

building, but the site has been 
vacant since 2004. 

The brownfield cleanup is 
replacing a volunteer cleanup 
program that operated on the 
site.  James Cervino, CB7’s 
environmental chairman, 
praised that decision. 

“You need a cop there — 
and when I say cop, I mean 
the DEC — watching over and 
making sure people are doing 
what they are supposed to be 
doing,” Cervino said.

Graziano said the contami-
nants may be the result of a for-
mer railroad station that used 

to operate on the Waldbaum’s 
site between 1915 and 1935. 

“The contaminants may be 
from when the area was being 
used a railroad station and 
there was all kinds of materi-
als,” he said. 

The 30-day public com-
ment period concluded. The 
DEC will then assess whether 
the site is eligible for the pro-
gram. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Pérez, a Havana native, 
was having lunch at Rincón 
Criollo, a Cuban restaurant 
located in Corona, near the in-
tersection of Roosevelt Avenue 
and Junction Boulevard.

While in exile, he lost loved 
ones in Cuba, and was not able 
to pay his final respects.

“A lot of my family mem-
bers died and I am saddened. 
Cuba is my homeland,” he 
said.

At the establishment, talk 
and discussion about Cuba oc-
curs at a daily basis. Known 
as ‘cubaneo,’ locals usually 
argue about the past, present 
and future of the Caribbean 
island.

The talks between Obama 
and Castro were the first ones 
at that level since Fidel Castro 
led the Cuban revolution in 
1959 overthrowing dictator 
Flugencio Batista.

Rudy Acosta Sr., owner of 
the restaurant, took a neutral 
stand on Obama’s reshaping 
of U.S.-Cuba relations.

But he said that at least on 
American soil, one can speak 
to 100 Cubans and all of them 
will have an opinion about the 
new policy.

“But in Cuba you can’t give 
your opinion freely, with an 
embargo or without an em-
bargo,” he said.

Acosta is originally from 
Santiago de las Vegas, a mu-
nicipality about 12 miles from 
Havana. His father opened 
the original Rincón Criollo 
in 1952.  By 1961, Fidel Castro 
came “and he took the restau-

rant away from my father,” he 
said.

Almost 40 years ago, Acos-
ta threw open the doors of 
Rincón Criollo in Corona. He 
has been in the United States 
for the last 47 years. At the res-
taurant, beside food, one can 
buy keychains, T-shirts and 
stickers with the Cuban flag.

Eddie Torres spent time 
in a Cuba prison for “political 
reasons,” he said, until he was 
able to flee the nation island 
in 1970.

“I was jailed because they 
said I was a terrorist, and I 
didn’t even know what a ter-
rorist was,” he said.

He ended up in Madrid. He 
then lived in Paris for a while, 
before heading back to Spain. 
In 1972, he arrived in the Unit-
ed States.

“I won’t go back to Cuba 
until the Castros die,” he said, 
while ordering an espresso 
coffee at the restaurant.

Torres, 82, said he lost sev-
eral family members, but he 
was glad he was able to bring 
his mother and his siblings to 
the United States.

“My mother died here at 
the age of 91,” he said.

“With this opening, the 
people will still have nothing, 
but the Castros will cash in, as 
usual,” said Torres.

But Pérez is hopeful the 
new situation will translate 
into economic growth for 
Cuba and its people. 

“I hope little by little now, 
Cuba introduces a capitalist 
economy to help the people,” 
Pérez said. “There is nothing 
else one can do there.”

her son with her husband last 
Friday night when she went 
to work at Long Island Jewish 
Medical Center. When she re-
turned home from her shift at 
the hospital Saturday morn-
ing, she went to bed without 
checking on the baby. 

Singh told the investiga-
tors that the baby woke up 
about 7 a.m. and appeared to 
be normal, according to the 
complaint.  

Brown said Singh pre-
pared a bottle to feed the baby 
and 30 minutes later he took 
the infant into the shower. 

Brown said the defendant 
claimed the baby fell off the 
changing table. Singh did not 
tell his wife about the inci-
dent. 

Sometime later, Singh said 
he noticed the baby having 
difficulty breathing, woke up 
his wife and called 911, the 
district attorney said, based 
on statements made by the 
defendant. 

The baby was taken to 
Flushing Hospital Medical 
Center and later transferred 
to Cohen Children’s Medical 
Center.

At the hospital, Brown 
said, an examination by the 
medical personnel revealed 
the infant had suffered multi-
ple severe skull fractures and 
widespread brain injury.

The DA said doctors deter-
mined that the injuries sus-
tained by the baby were in-
consistent with the fall from 
the changing table, which is 
about four feet high.  

Brown said that as of Mon-
day, the baby’s medical condi-
tion was still grave.

Glen Oaks, had the highest 
rates in the borough. 

Out of 3,788 students who 
entered the ninth grade in 
2010, 81.2 percent, or 3,076 stu-
dents, graduated in August.

That number was slightly 
higher the previous year, at 
81.9 percent, or 3,316 of 4,050 
students. 

District 28, which includes 
Jamaica, Forest Hills and 
Richmond Hill, also saw rela-
tively high graduation rates. 
Out of 3,582 students, 2,848, or 
79.5 percent, graduated in Au-
gust, compared to 76.6 percent, 
or 2,629 out of 3,430 students 
last year.  

District 27, which covers 
South Ozone Park, had the bor-
ough’s lowest graduation rates, 
though it experienced a small 
graduation gain. Out of 2,833 
students, 1,681 students, or 59.3 
percent, graduated in August. 
Last year, only 57.2 percent, or 
1,767 of 3,091 students, gradu-
ated.

The data represents four-
year, public high school gradu-
ation rates as of August for 
community school districts. 
The data does not necessarily 
reflect graduation rates for stu-
dents living in the districts. 

The other districts in 
Queens all experienced small 
gains but their rates remained 
largely constant. 

Schools in Ridgewood, 
Glendale, Elmhurst, Corona, 
Maspeth and Middle Villages, 
which are part of District 24, 
saw 65.1 percent, or 2,242 stu-
dents, graduate, compared to 

2,290 students, or 62.1 percent, 
last year. 

District 25, which includes 
Whitestone, Flushing and 
Fresh Meadows, had a 65 per-
cent graduation rate, or 1,752 
students, compared to 63.8 
percent, or 1,839 students, last 
year. 

Out of 931 students in Dis-
trict 29, which covers schools 
in Jamaica, Queens Village 
and Laurelton, 67.1 percent, or 
625 students, graduated, com-
pared to 63.5 percent, or 524 out 
of 825 students.
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Queens high schools experience small gains in high school graduation 
rates. AP
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CORNER OF: QUEENS BLVD 
AND HILLSIDE AVE, JAMAICA WWW.LEESTOYOTA.COM

**0% APR Financing up to 48 months on 2015 Rav4. Subject to Tier1+ requires primary lending source approval. See Dealer for details. Prior orders excluded. With this ad only. *24 month
leases: $2804 Cash Down + $650 Acquisition Fee + 1st mo pymt. No Sec Dep Req’d. Total Pymts/Residual: Camry $3096/$16,997, Rav4 $3096/$19,411. 10k mi/yr. $.15 thereafter. Tax, tags,
reg fees add'l. Dealer doc fee $75.00 not included in price. This ad is considered a coupon & must be presented at time of purchase, limit one per customer. Offer exp 1/2/15. NYDCA#324655.

TOYOTA
SEE WHAT A GREAT DEAL REALLY IS AT

TOYOTATHON IS HERE!
CALL TOLL FREE: 800-695-5896

CAMRY
Automatic, LE Model, 4 Cyl, Air Conditioning, Power 
Windows, Power Locks, Bluetooth, ABS, CD Player.

$21,998
$129LEASE

FOR

*PER
MO 
24
MOS

$3583 Due at Signing. Tax, Tags, 
Reg Fees Add’l. No Sec Dep Req’d. 

MSRP $24,020. Stk#32619T. 
Subj to credit approval.

Many others at similar savings!

**

BUY
FOR

Automatic, LE Model, 4 Cyl, Air Conditioning, Power
Windows, Power Locks, Bluetooth, ABS, CD Player.

$23,988
$129LEASE

FOR

*PER
MO 
24
MOS

$3583 Due at Signing. Tax, Tags,
Reg Fees Add’l. No Sec Dep Req’d.

MSRP $26,430. Stk#32831T. 
Subj to credit approval.

Many others at similar savings!

BUY
FOR

CERTIFIED USED TOYOTAS: 800-698-9041

IMPALA
LT

6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, 
P/W, P/L. 44k mi. 

Stk#U8662T.

$8,995
BUY FOR

MANY AVAILABLE 

AT THIS PRICE!
MANY AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE!

2008 CHEVY

2005 SCION TC
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 123k mi. 
Stk#U8049T..................$7,995
2011 HYUNDAI SONATA LIMITED
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 91k mi. 
Stk#U8739T.................$11,995
2009 TOYOTA COROLLA CE
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, CD Player. 55k mi. 
Stk#U8689T.................$10,995
2009 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 70k mi. 
Stk#U8695T.................$10,495
2007 NISSAN ALTIMA
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 32k mi. 
Stk#U8969T..................$9,995
2006 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, Sunroof, P/W, P/L. 94k mi. 
Stk#U8855T..................$9,995
2012 HONDA CIVIC LX COUPE
4 Cyl, 5 Spd, A/C, P/W, P/L. 44k mi. 
Stk#U8856T.................$13,295

2011 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 26k mi. 
Stk#U8946T.................$14,495
2013 FIAT 500 POP
4 Cyl, 5 Spd, A/C, P/W, P/L, ONLY 21 MI!
Stk#U8844T.................$10,995
2006 TOYOTA SIENNA 
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 80k mi. 
Stk#U8651T.................$11,995
2011 CHEVY IMPALA LT
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 55k mi. 
Stk#U8711T.................$11,995
2003 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER 
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 69k mi. 
Stk#U8933T.................$10,995
2012 TOYOTA CAMRY XLE
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Navigation, Sunroof. 25k mi. 
Stk#L8945T.................$21,495
2006 HONDA CRV SE 4X4
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, Leather, P/W, P/L. 97k mi. 
Stk#U8528T.................$11,995

2011 TOYOTA RAV4
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 25k mi. 
Stk#L8642T.................$17,995
2005 TOYOTA RAV4 L 4X4
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 92k mi. 
Stk#U8811T..................$8,995
2010 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 65k mi. 
Stk#U8931T.................$11,495
2010 TOYOTA YARIS 4DR
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C. 19k mi. 
Stk#U8932T..................$9,995
2009 LEXUS LS460L AWD
8 Cyl, Auto, A/C, LOADED. 71k mi. 
Stk#U8851T................$29,995
2014 NISSAN PATHFINDER 4X4
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 9k mi. 
Stk#U8914T................$24,995
2010 TOYOTA MATRIX S
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L. 31k mi. 
Stk#U8606T.................$14,995

RAV4 4X4NEW 2015
TOYOTA

NEW 2015
TOYOTA

PEOPLE THINK OUR USED CARS ARE NEW CARS. YOU WILL TOO!
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Services:
- Sales and leasing of any new / used car
- Full pick up and delivery services ( domestic & internat’l )
- Special fi nancing and leasing arrangements
- Full concierge services
- Full service customized ( audio, wheels, etc. )

Looking for a particular vehicle in NY? Allow Dancy 
Automotive Group to locate the car of your dreams

Understanding the lifestyles of today’s consumer, we have mastered 
the concept of customer service. Founded on honesty and integrity, 
we will continue to be leaders in our industry.

NO FEES! JUST ADD TAX AND TAGS! MUST FINANCE WITH DEALER. PRICE INCLUDES CUSTOMER LOYALTY REBATE. THANK YOU 
FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO EARN YOUR BUSINESS. Monthly payment based on down payment of $3995. Financed for 75 months at 2.9% 
APR. All Payments exclude taxes & DMV fees. All Payments include customer loyalty rebate. Must be approved through primary lender. Severity 
and credit may affect down payment and terms. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Exp. 12-31-14 Not responsible for typo errors. 

105 Northern Blvd. Great Neck, NY 11021
888-594-9380

www.dancyautomot ive .com
DMV# 7114556

NOW OPEN
7 DAYS!

Holiday Raffle!
Join us for our holiday raffl e. We will 
be giving away iPads, 40” Smart TVs, 

iPods and $25 gift cards

EVERY WEEKEND!*
*Must take delivery of the car same day.

2011 Nissan Altima SL
Stk#177128, auto, 4 cyl, back up camera, 49,616 miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$139
BUY IT FOR

$12,495

2009 Mercedes-Benz ML 350
Stk#457772, navigation, moonrf, leather, 71k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$231
BUY IT FOR

$18,796

2008 Mercedes-Benz CLS
Stk#133526, navigation, moonrf, leather, 68k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$248
BUY IT FOR

$19,978

2011 BMW 335i xdrive
Stk#620171, navigation, moonrf, leather, 41k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$305
BUY IT FOR

$23,895

2011 Mercedes-Benz E 350
Stk#496329, navigation, moonrf, leather, 40k miless

F I N A N C E  F O R

$335
BUY IT FOR

$25,986

2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee SRT-8
Stk#43900, auto, V8, p/w/l/st/b, keyless entry, 22,338 miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$585
BUY IT FOR

$43,898

2006 Mercedes Benz S65 AMG
Stk#474312, moonroof, leather, 66,561 miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$277
BUY IT FOR

$21,995

per mo.
75 mos.

2011 Porsche Cayenne
Stk#A45058, moonroof, leather, 50,782 miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$496
BUY IT FOR

$36,995

per mo.
75 mos.

2012 Dodge Challenger R/T
Stk#120639, V-8, 6 spd Hemi, 18k miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$248
BUY IT FOR

$19,995

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

per mo.
75 mos.

2012 Acura RDX
Stk#001117, moonrf, lthr, auto, 4 cyl Turbo, 38,353 miles 

F I N A N C E  F O R

$259
BUY IT FOR

$20,995

per mo.
75 mos.

2009 Mercedes-Benz GL550
Stk#482939, navigation,  DVD, leather, 82,137 miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$347
BUY IT FOR

$26,776

per mo.
75 mos.

2012 BMW 535i
Stk#U61303, tech/cold pkg, moonrf, lthr, alloys, 51,741 miles

F I N A N C E  F O R

$349
BUY IT FOR

$26,895

per mo.
75 mos.




