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BY JUAN SOTO

The Eastern Queens Al-
liance had its day in court.

The coalition of civic 
associations from the bor-
ough is now waiting to hear 
from a three-panel judge of 
the Second Circuit Court of 
Appeals which has to deter-

mine if the runway expan-
sion project at JFK must 
undergo an environmental 
impact study on the com-
munities surrounding the 
international airport.

During oral arguments 
that took place Dec. 17 in 
Manhattan, Clyde Vanel, the 
attorney representing the 

Eastern Queens Alliance, 
asked the federal judges to 
require the Federal Avia-
tion Administration and the 
Port Authority to complete a 
full study to determine if the 
project would have a signifi-
cant impact on the residents 
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BY JUAN SOTO

The Cuban community in the 
borough was caught by surprise 
when President Barack Obama 
announced moves to restore dip-
lomatic and commercial relations 
with the island after more than 
half a century of Cold War ten-
sion.

The deicing of the 50-year freeze 
in relations also came with a swap 
of prisoners in a deal that ended 
with the release of Alan Gross, a 
U.S. government contractor, and 
imprisoned Cuban spies.

Exiled members of the Cuban 
diaspora in Queens had mixed 
reactions to the culmination of se-
cret negotiations between Obama 
and Cuban President Raúl Castro 
in Canada with the mediation of 

Pope Francis.
Cuba is just about 90 miles from 

the Florida cost.
“We will end an outdated ap-

proach that for decades has failed 
to advance our interests, and in-
stead we will begin to normalize 
relations between our two coun-
tries,” said Obama during a tele-
vised statement from the White 
House announcing the new policy 
on Cuba. “We will begin a new 
chapter among the nations of the 
Américas.”

Simultaneously, Castro, broth-
er of longtime dictator Fidel Cas-
tro, made the announcement from 
Havana, Cuba’s capital.

“The U.S. waited until the 
Castros destroyed Cuba to get in-
volved,” said José Pérez, who was 

BY SARINA TRANGLE
 

Chain stores are multiplying 
across Queens.

The borough’s chain business 
sector grew 6.4 percent — more 
than any other borough — over 
the past year, according to a re-
port released Monday by the 
Center for an Urban Future. The 
city-based think tank found the 
number of chain stores grew 2.8 
percent citywide.

Queens currently counts 1,770 
chain stores, fewer than Manhat-
tan, but more than any other bor-
ough. Big contributors to the pro-
liferation include T-Mobile, which 
opened 17 stores; CVS, which 
grew by a dozen locations; 7-Elev-
en, which added 10 outposts; and 
metroPCS and L’Occitane, which 
both debuted nine new stores, the 
report said.

The zip code 11373, which in-
cludes Queens Center Mall and 
surrounding parts of Corona 
and Elmhurst, included the most 
national retailers — 144 —  in 
Queens. 

Other zip codes with several 
chain stores include 11385 in 
Ridgewood, with 89 such busi-
nesses; Forest Hills, 88; Jamaica, 

BY MADINA TOURE

Starting next year, school holidays will be al-
lowed on Lunar New Year, Diwali and Eid.

The law, sponsored by state Assemblyman 
Ron Kim (D-Flushing) and co-sponsored by City 
Councilwoman Toby Ann Stavisky (D-Flushing), 

City schools can  now close 
to observe cultural holidays

The project for the runway expansion at 
JFK will allow the airpport to accommo-
date the bigger A-380 passenger airliner. 

Tony Gutierrez/AP

Borough leads 
city in growth 
of chain stores

Cubans leery
of U.S. move 
to restore ties
Queens exiles debate future of island

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 9

Civics battle JFK expansion

SAVE THE CINEMA! 

Neighbors of the Sunnyside Cinema came out to protest the proposed 
closing of the area’s last movie theater. The lease on the locally owned 
theater is up and the owner says he can’t afford the latest rent hike. 
See story on Page 2. Photo by Michael Shain
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Kids will spend 11 minutes 
dressing Spike up 
like a princess.

How about two 
minutes to brush 

their teeth?

Movie-goers stand up
Residents, activists protest closing of Sunnyside Theater

BY MADINA TOURE

Roughly 170 residents 
and community leaders 
rallied in front of the Sun-
nyside Theater Sunday af-
ternoon to protest the the-
ater’s closing despite the 
owner’s rejection of a six-
month lease extension.

Ralliers gathered in 
front of Sunnyside’s only 
theater on 4217 Queens 
Blvd. to ask landlord John 
Ciafone, an Astoria-based 
attorney, to sit down with 
theater owner Rudy Pra-
shad, City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) and Sunnyside 
residents to negotiate be-
fore the building is demol-
ished.

Community activists Ty 
Sullivan and Jon Storck, 
both Sunnyside residents, 
organized the rally.

“It was nice to see such 
a different demographic 
show up for this,” Sullivan 
said. “The folks who would 
be considered the hipsters, 
the young, the disposable 
income, the elderly, the 
families …. exactly what we 
wanted to see.”

Prashad said he would 
maintain the theater’s pric-
es — $7.50, along with $5 
Tuesdays — if the theater 
remains open. Residents 
can also see movies for free 
at 10 a.m. He also said he 
would offer a free showing 
to residents for any movies 
showing at 10 a.m. this Sat-
urday. 

“There’s nowhere else in 
New York City that you can 
get a movie, popcorn and 
soda for $10,” Prashad said. 
“If I’m allowed to stay here, 
that will never change.”

An online petition gath-
ered 1,095 out of 2,000 sig-
natures needed by Dec. 31 
as of Monday afternoon. 
A petition handed out the 

rally garnered another 300 
signatures.

Van Bramer and state 
Assemblywoman Catherine 
Nolan (D-Sunnyside) have 
expressed for saving the 
theater and finding a solu-
tion that satisfies all par-
ties involved in the matter. 
Santiago Vargas, Nolan’s 
community liaison, repre-
sented her at the rally.

Ciafone offered a six-
month lease extension to 
Prashad, but Prashad said 
the theater would close at 
the start of the summer 
money-making session.

Prashad tried to bid $5.5 
million to buy the property 
himself but the deal had 
already been made with 
Ciafone. The theater was 
scheduled to close down 
Jan. 4 but Ciafone gave him 
more time.

Ciafone bought the 
property when the Dime 
Savings Bank put it up for 
sale in 2012. He is planning 
to build a medium-size 
residential building with 
ground floor retail and in-
clude affordable housing 
and community facility 
space. A point of conten-
tion is the assertion by the 
broker on the sale of the 
property claiming luxury 
apartments are the goal.

Donald McCallian, 
president of the United 40s 
Civic Association, dubbed 
the theater as Sunnyside’s 
main entertainment cen-
ter.

“There’s a lot of people 
who still need entertain-
ment theaters like this in 
the neighborhood,” McCal-
lian said.

Pat Dorfman, founder of 
Sunnyside Artists and tem-
porary executive director 
of the Sunnyside Chamber 
of Commerce, emphasized 
the importance of keeping 
small businesses that offer 
low-cost pleasure.

“Let’s try to keep some-
thing like this as long a we 
can,” Dorfman said. “This 
is such a gift to everyone 
around here.”

Sunnyside resident Ma-
ria Rosenblum lauded the 
theater’s affordable prices.

“Why take that away 
from the residents?” Rosen-
blum said. “It’s just not 
right.”

Sunnyside resident 
Gary Certain, 48, agreed, 
saying that he brings his 
nieces and nephews to the 
theater.

“It’s a real meeting place 
for the neighborhood,” Cer-
tain said. “It’s a source of 
entertainment in the com-
munity.”

Sullivan invited Ciafone 
to the rally but he was un-
able to make it due to an 
engagement. But he said 
Ciafone sent him a “very, 
very nice email” express-
ing a willingness to discuss 
the issue.

“It would have been nice 
to have his voice lent to it to 
see who he was, he said. “ 
He’s not the villain here but 
how do we make it work for 
all of us in the community 
and the developer coming 
in?”

Ciafone said it might 
have been hard for Prashad 
to maintain his low prices 
given rising rents and that 
he hopes they can bring 
affordable housing, along 
with underground parking 
to alleviate congestion and 
community facility space.

“When the project’s 
done, we’d be happy to come 
back and sit down with 
Rudy and hopefully we can 
have a relationship again, 
a landlord-tenant relation-
ship,” he said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

FOR THE LATEST HYPER-LOCAL NEWS, 
VISIT US AT 

WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM
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BY MADINA TOURE

Queens’ public high 
schools have seen a modest 
increase in the number of 
students who graduated in 
August, according to data 
released by the city Depart-
ment of Education.  

The high school gradu-
ation rate for the 2013-14 
academic year increased to 
68.4 percent citywide, com-
pared to 64.2 percent the 
previous year, City Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Fariña 
said. 

“As we continue our 
shift to rigorous, Common 
Core-aligned instruction 
and our enhanced focus on 
professional development 
that puts strong teachers 
at the front of every class-
room, I look forward to 
seeing graduation and col-
lege readiness numbers 
improve,” Fariña said in a 
statement. 

 The dropout rate across 
the city dropped to 9.7 per-
cent from 10.6 percent last 
year. 

The borough’s overall 
graduation rate increased 
to 70.8 percent, or 14,117 of 
19.953 students this year, 

from 68.9 percent, or 14,331 
of 20.805 students last year, 
. 

In Queens School Dis-
trict 26, which covers Fresh 
Meadows, Bayside, Little 
Neck and Glen Oaks, had 
the highest rates in the bor-

ough. 
Out of 3,788 students who 

entered the ninth grade in 
2010, 81.2 percent, or 3,076 
students, graduated in Au-
gust.

That number was slight-
ly higher the previous year, 

at 81.9 percent, or 3,316 of 
4,050 students. 

District 28, which in-
cludes Jamaica, Forest 
Hills and Richmond Hill, 
also saw relatively high 
graduation rates. Out of 
3,582 students, 2,848, or 
79.5 percent, graduated in 
August, compared to 76.6 
percent, or 2,629 out of 3,430 
students last year.  

District 27, which covers 
South Ozone Park, had the 
borough’s lowest gradua-
tion rates, though it expe-
rienced a small graduation 
gain. Out of 2,833 students, 
1,681 students, or 59.3 per-
cent, graduated in August. 
Last year, only 57.2 percent, 
or 1,767 of 3,091 students, 
graduated.

The data represents four-
year, public high school 
graduation rates as of Au-
gust for community school 
districts. The data does not 
necessarily reflect gradu-

ation rates for students liv-
ing in the districts. 

The other districts in 
Queens all experienced 
small gains but their rates 
remained largely constant. 

Schools in Ridgewood, 
Glendale, Elmhurst, Co-
rona, Maspeth and Middle 
Villages, which are part of 
District 24, saw 65.1 percent, 
or 2,242 students, graduate, 
compared to 2,290 students, 
or 62.1 percent, last year. 

District 25, which in-
cludes Whitestone, Flush-
ing and Fresh Meadows, 
had a 65 percent graduation 
rate, or 1,752 students, com-
pared to 63.8 percent, or 
1,839 students, last year. 

Out of 931 students in 
District 29, which covers 
schools in Jamaica, Queens 
Village and Laurelton, 67.1 
percent, or 625 students, 
graduated, compared to 
63.5 percent, or 524 out of 
825 students.

BY MADINA TOURE

The site of a former dry clean-
ers’ service, which is part of a 
shopping center in Whitestone, is 
now being considered for the state 
Brownfield Cleanup Program.

On July 14, the Great Atlantic 
and Pacific Tea Company, a super-
market chain based in Montvale, 
N.J., submitted an application on 
behalf of the former Johnny on 
the Spot Dry Cleaners on 152-45 
10th Ave. to the state Department 
of Environmental Conservation’s 
Brownfield Cleanup Program.

It is a voluntary program 
that helps repair and redevelop 
brownfields, or contaminated 
properties. The application was 
completed by Oct. 29, according 
to the state Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection. 

The site is part of the Whit-
estone Shopping Center, a 
62,000-square-foot property on 
153-01 10th Ave., which includes 
the Waldbaum’s supermarket, 
Subway restaurant, Sunshine 
Spa & Hair Salon, Cascarino’s 

Pizza, Cascarino’s upcoming 
Café 154, J.D. Opticians and the 
Astoria Bank, which is adjacent 
to the site. 

It was unclear what and if A&P 
planned to build on the site, but a 

brownfield application indicates 
the company may have a project 
in mind, said Paul Graziano, an 
urban planning consultant and a 
historic preservationist. 

“If they want to redevelop the 
site in any way, they have to go 
through a brownfield cleanup,” 
Graziano said. “It’s in a manu-
facturing zone and my guess is 
if they want to do something be-
sides what’s existing, then they 
are looking to go through this 
cleanup.”

The A&P has a 40-year lease 
on the property, according to an 
agreement between Feil Whites-
tone and Waldbaum’s Inc. dated 
Feb. 27, 2004. 

A&P could not be reached 
for comment after repeated at-
tempts. 

The primary contaminants 
of concern at the site include tet-
rachloroethene, a manufactured 
chemical commonly used in the 
dry cleaning of fabric, and its 
degradation products trichlo-
roethene, dichloroethene and 
vinyl chloride, according to the 

brownfield application. It is con-
sidered a probable human car-
cinogen.

People can be exposed to tet-
rachloroethene, also known as 
PERC, in air, water and food, ac-
cording to the state Department 
of Health, as well as through 
skin contact. People can also 
be exposed to the chemical if it 
evaporates from contaminated 
drinking water into air indoors 
while people cook food and wash 
clothes. 

The contaminants were iden-
tified in groundwater and soil 
vapor on the site, but a full re-
medial investigation is needed to 
determine the extent of contami-
nation. The DOH is still assessing 
site data. 

In January, the Feil Organiza-
tion, a New York City-based real 
estate firm, bought the Wald-
baum’s Shopping Center from 
Crow Holdings and Onyx Enti-
ties, a real estate investment and 
management firm for $23.9 mil-
lion. On Aug. 28, the Feil Organi-
zation sold the property to A&P 

Real Property LLC.
The site had initially come to 

the DEC’s attention in late 2010, 
said Rodney Rivera, special as-
sistant for DEC’s Region 2 office, 
which serves Queens, the Bronx, 
Kings, New York and Richmond 
counties. 

Stantec Consulting Services, 
A&P’s environmental engineer-
ing consultant, prepared a site 
characterization work plan, 
which involved collecting a suffi-
cient amount of data to determine 
whether the site has contami-
nants. Rivera said.

Last April, the DEC, in con-
sultation with the DOH, approved 
the plan, according to a letter by 
Hasan Ahmed, environmental 
engineer for Region 2, written to 
A&P’s director of site planning at 
the time.

The site has been used for resi-
dential, commercial and indus-
trial purposes. Johnny On The 
Spot Dry Cleaners used to occupy 
the southwestern unit of the shop-
ping center building, but the site 
has been vacant since 2004. 

HS graduation rates improve
Borough’s districts record modest gains as more students earn diplomas

DEP eyes brownfi eld in Whitestone Shopping Center

The DEP is considering the former 
Johnny on the Spot Dry Cleaners for 
its brownfield cleanup program.  

Photo by Madina Toure

Queens high schools experience small gains in high school graduation rates. AP



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
DE

C. 
28

, 2
01

4
4

BY BILL PARRY

A first-time novelist 
raised in Jackson Heights 
has plenty to celebrate this 
holiday season. 

Matthew Thomas’ criti-
cally acclaimed “We Are 
Not Ourselves” was an in-
stant best-seller when it 
was released in August and 
is now receiving renewed 
attention from the literary 
world’s editors and critics.

The New York Times 
singled it out as one of the 
year’s most notable titles, 
while Janet Maslin called 
it “a rich, sprawling first 
novel, supremely insightful 
about the family at its core... 
big, honest, mesmerizing, 
painful and impossible to 
put down” in naming it to 

her list of favorite books of 
the year.

The editors at Esquire 
magazine cited “We Are 
Not Ourselves” as one of its 
five most important books 
of 2014.

“It’s a tremendous honor 
to have one’s work endorsed 
in that way, and I’m very 
grateful for it,” Thomas 
said. “When I was writing 
the book over the course 
of a decade, running up 
against the daily challenges 
of composition, I hoped only 
to finish it someday. I didn’t 
dream about anything more 
than that.”

The novel, which was 
published by Simon & Schus-
ter for a $1 million advance 
and whose movie rights 
have been sold to Hollywood 

producer Scott Rudin, is set 
in and around Woodside 
and Jackson Heights. “We 
Are Not Ourselves” follows 
a multi-generational Irish-
American family’s rise into 

the middle class and touches 
on themes of love, aspiration 
and living with Alzheimer’s 
disease.

The story unfolds in such 
a way that columnist and 
Commentary Editor John 
Podhoretz called it the first 
great novel of Queens. 

“I’m proud to be a part of 
a surge in fiction either fea-
turing Queens, or written by 
people who grew up there or 
lived there for significant pe-
riods,” Thomas said. “From 
Scott Cheshire’s ‘High as 
the Horses’ Bridles’, to Bill 
Cheng’s ‘Southern Cross 
the Dog’, to Atticus Lish’s 
‘Preparation for the Next 
Life’, to Jonathan Lethem’s 
‘Dissident Gardens’, to the 
body of work of Victor La-
Valle, this is a great era for 

Queens in literature - and a 
corrective to the notion that 
the only center of gravity in 
New York’s literary world is 
in Brooklyn.”

Nearly a hundred book-
lovers turned out to meet 
Thomas and fellow writer 
Scott Cheshire for a Liter-
ary Reading and Conversa-
tion event at the Sunnyside 
Community Center in late 
October. Thomas shared 
stories reflecting on family, 
Shakespeare, inspiration, 
and his use of Woodside 
and Jackson Heights in his 
book.

“It was a truly great 
conversation,” the center’s 
director of development, 
Monica Guzman, said. “The 
people that came that night 
felt he really got the neigh-

borhoods right.”
Thomas said the event 

was “great fun and well-at-
tended and a sign that people 
are excited about cultural 
exchanges in Queens”and 
he even added a plug. 

“If you look at the fact 
that it was the Astoria 
Bookshop that provided the 
books,  (it was) the indepen-
dent bookseller the borough 
was waiting for. “ Thomas 
said, “It’s an exciting time 
to participate in intellectual 
life in Queens.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Woodside novel celebrated in city literary circles
Matthew Thomas’ best seller ‘We Are Not Ourselves’ featured on many lists from top editors

It’s a tremendous 
honor to have 

one’s work 
endorsed in that 
way, and I’m very 

grateful for it.
Matthew Thomas
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BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio vis-
ited Rikers Island for the 
first time week to announce 
the end of punitive segrega-
tion for adolescents in city 
jails. The mayor joined De-
partment of Corrections 
Commissioner Joe Ponte 
to say that as of Dec. 4, the 
DOC had moved all 16- and 
17-year-old inmates out of 
solitary confinement and 
ended the practice as a form 
of punishment for the young-
est inmates at the nine oper-
ational jails on Rikers.

“By ending the use of pu-
nitive segregation for adoles-
cents, we are shifting away 
from a jail system that pun-
ished its youngest inmates, 
to one that is focused on re-
habilitation with the goal of 
helping put these young new 
Yorkers on the path to better 
outcomes,” de Blasio said. 
“Commissioner Ponte is a 
proven change agent and to-
day’s announcement is one 
of a series of reforms under 
his leadership that will be-
gin to stabilize the situation 
and unwind the decades of 
neglect that have led to un-
acceptable levels of violence 
on Rikers Island.”

Ponte took over the DOC 
last April and began reforms 
to develop a new, age-appro-

priate plan for managing 
the department’s youngest 
inmates.

“This reform will pro-
mote better behavior, psy-
chological health and emo-
tional well-being among our 
youngest inmates while less-
ening violence,” Ponte said. 
“It represents best practices 
and the least restrictive en-
vironment, allowing us to 
respond more appropriately 
to the special needs of this 
troubled population, and 
help them reintegrate into 
the community when they 
leave our care and custody.”

The following day, U.S. 
Attorney Preet Bharara an-
nounced plans to join a class 
action lawsuit, against the 
city, alleging a pattern of 
unnecessary and excessive 
force at the city’s jails. The 
Justice Department has tak-
en this legal step as part of 
its ongoing effort to ensure 
that the DOC implements all 
needed institutional reforms 
promptly, and that these re-
forms are lasting, verifiable, 
and enforceable through the 
judicial process.

“Sometimes it’s the case 
that bureaucracy can get in 
the way of reform-minded 
thinking and comprehen-
sive cultural change,” Bha-
rara said. “We hope that 
won’t be the case here. Given 

the longstanding sad state of 
affairs at Rikers Island, our 
impatience is more than un-
derstandable. As I’ve said 
before, one way or the other, 
we will get enduring and en-
forceable reform at Rikers 
Island.”

Meanwhile, a former 
Rikers Island captain, was 
found guilty Wednesday 
of one charge of violating 
the constitutional right of a 
prisoner to receive attention 
for serious medical needs. 
Howard Beach resident Ter-
rence Pendergrass faces up 
to 10 years in jail for deny-
ing medical care for Jason 
Echevarria, who had eaten 
a highly toxic soap ball.

Two former corrections 
officers testified in the case 
that they had alerted Pen-
dergrass to Echevarria’s 
worsening condition on 
Aug. 18, 2012. Pendergrass 
told Raymond Castro, one 
of the officers, “Don’t bother 
me unless someone is dead,” 
Castro told the jury.

Echavarria was found 
dead in his jail cell the fol-
lowing morning  . The city 
medical examiner found 
that the prisoner died as a 
result of the ingestion of a 
cuastic substance, and that 
he had chemical burns and 
scarring on his esophagus 
and trachea.

Justice Dept sues City 
over Rikers violence
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BY BILL PARRY

Thomas Galante will not 
go quietly. The disgraced 
former president and chief 
executive officer of Queens 
Library is planning to sue 
the board of trustees for fir-
ing him  this week.

Galante’s lawyer said he 
was wrongfully terminated 
by the board Dec. 16. At-
torney Hillary Zilz Prudlo 
would not say if Galante 
would demand to be rein-
stated to his post or seek a 
financial settlement.

She did say that Galante, 
who devoted 27 years of his 
professional career to the 
Queens Library, was disap-
pointed by the action of the 
newly reconstituted board.

“For the past year Mr. 
Galante has been under 
constant attack in press ac-
counts that have been based 
on inappropriate comments 
about and  leaks of library 
information,” Prudlo wrote 

in a statement. “Because of 
his integrity and respect for 
the Library as an institu-
tion, Tom has chosen not to 
respond in the press. When 
he does speak publicly, it 
will be in a forum that val-
ues the truth and not the 
half-truths and distortions 
that so far have monopo-
lized the press accounts.”

The board  voted unani-
mously to dismiss  Galante, 
who is being investigated by 
the FBI, federal prosecutors 
and the city Department of 
Investigations for alleged 
misuse of funds.

The vote was made by 
a show of hands in a tense 
meeting in a conference 
room at Jamaica Central Li-
brary late Dec. 16.

An argument among 
trustees broke out soon 
after the vote and report-
ers were escorted from the 
room as the board returned 
to executive session behind 
closed doors.

BY BILL PARRY

Two officers from the 
108th Precinct are being 
hailed as heroes for sav-
ing the life of a LaGuardia 
Community College Pro-
fessor Tuesday, his last 
day of teaching before re-
tirement this summer. 

Bruce Brooks, a pro-
fessor of art and design, 
had just finished his final 
classes after a 40-year ca-
reer when he collapsed 
and hit the pavement out-
side the Long Island City 
campus.

“I’m feeling better, but 
I’ve been told I need triple 
bypass surgery,” Brooks 
said. 

Brooks had suffered 
a major heart attack, ac-
cording to his best friend, 
Professor Scott Sternbach, 
the chairman of LaGuar-
dia’s Photography Depart-
ment.

“He was going to hand 
in his grades and his arms 
were full of Christmas pres-
ents when he collapsed,” 
Sternbach said. “When I 
heard he hit the pavement, 
I thought we lost him.”

Officer William Cal-
darera and his partner, 
Officer Corey Sarro, were 
conducting a routine pa-
trol past the school when 
they spotted a crowd that 
had gathered around the 
66-year-old Brooks, who 
was lying motionless on 
the sidewalk. Caldarera 
was the first to reach the 

professor and found that 
he did not have a heartbeat 
and was not breathing. 
Sarro began administering 
chest compressions and a 
public safety officer pro-
vided a defibrillator.

After two shocks from 
the life-saving machine, 
Brooks’ pulse returned and 
he began to breathe on his 
own. EMS arrived and took 
him to Elmhurst Hospital 
General in critical but sta-
ble condition.

“They knew how to do 
it, thankfully,” Brooks 
said. “They couldn’t have 
done it more perfectly. I’m 
told less than 3 percent sur-

vive without brain damage, 
45-seconds without oxygen 
is enough to cause signifi-
cant brain damage, so I’m 
fortunate they worked so 
quickly.”

Both officers have had 
experience administering 
CPR off duty, but it was 
their first experience using 
a defibrillator. Caldarera 
said it was a great feel-
ing when the man began 
to breathe again and they 
were able to revive him.

“There is really no feel-
ing to describe it,” Sarro 
said. “It was a relief to be 
able to save him.”

Sternbach said the of-

ficers’ reactions and train-
ing kicked in to save his 
best friend. 

“I met them and they’re 
feeling really good about 
themselves,” he said. 
“Bruce is still having tests, 
but he’s on the way back.”

Capt. John Travaglia, 
the new commander of 
the 108th Precinct, was 
not surprised by his men’s 
heroism. 

“These two officers rep-
resent the NYPD,” he said. 
“This is what we do. They 
remained calm in a crisis. 
They worked together effec-
tively in this high pressure 
situation. They coped with 
the pressure and tension 
they were presented with 
and handled the situation. 
Their training, their char-
acter and their love for this 
line of work is how they got 
this job done successfully. 
Police Officer Sarro and 
Police Officer Caldarera 
are just two of the many 
officers that preform ex-
traordinary acts every day 
in New York City.”

Among the steady 
stream of colleagues and 
students who visited the 
professor over the weekend 
were the two hero cops. 
“The two officers came in,” 
Brooks said. “It was really 
nice to meet them. They’re 
top notch.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

The Queens Library board of trustees ousted President and CEO 
Thomas Galante in a unanimous vote. Photo by Bill Parry

LaGuardia Community College Professor Bruce Brooks recovers 
from the effects of a major heart attack after being saved by two 
police officers. Photo courtesy Scott Sternbach

Galante vows to sue 
after library fi ringLaGuardia prof saved

Hero cops rescue heart attack victim after last class 
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BEST PASTRAMI IN NEW YORK.  
EAT IN OR TAKE OUT. WE DELIVER.
We cater all affairs. Any size hero. All heroes cut and put in 
baskets. Freshly made hamburgers. Homemade roast beef with 
homemade gravy. Hand rolled bagels baked on promises.

164-26 CROSSBAY BLVD 
HOWARD BEACH NY 11414

TEL 718-323-4011
FAX 718-323-4012

WEB
WWW.SAPIENZAHB.COM

FREE DELIVERY(LOCAL)
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

MONDAY – SATURDAY 
6 AM – 8 PM

SUNDAY 
6 AM – 5 PM

DELICATESSEN & RESTAURANT
The Pastrami King of Queens

Vigil for slain NYPD offi cers in LIC supports 108th Pct.
BY BILL PARRY

As they filed out of the 
108th Precinct, the hard 
and angry expressions on 
the faces of the NYPD offi-
cers and detectives began 
to soften as they looked at 
the crowd that gathered 
outside their stationhouse. 
Hundreds of Long Island 
City residents turned out 
in a cold and misty rain to 
stand with the police fol-
lowing the assassinations 
of two of their own Satur-
day.

A candlelight prayer 
vigil was led by clergy from 
several neighborhoods in 
western Queens Monday 
following the shooting 
deaths of Officers Wen-
jian Liu and Rafael Ramos 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant. 
The tension that gripped 

the city in the aftermath 
of the tragedy hung over 
the crowd as each speaker 
called for unity.

“We’re here to let all the 
officers know that we sup-
port them,” City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) said. “We 
want them to know that we 
as a community value their 
work, service and sacri-
fice and nothing can ever 
change that.”

Rabbi Zev Wineberg of 
Chabad of Long Island City 
was the first of a half dozen 
clergy who offered prayers 
of comfort and support for 
the men and women of the 
108th. “We come together 
and we pray that every 
night they come home and 
that their families don’t 
live in fear,” he said.

Pastor Jon Storck of the 

Grace Fellowship Church in 
Sunnyside followed saying, 
“While we can’t make any 
sense of the evil that led to 
the loss of Officers Ramos 
and Liu, as New Yorkers we 
can all stand and grieve to-
gether with their families 
over this tragedy.”

No one spoke of the cur-
rent climate in the city that 
caused uniformed police-

men to turn their backs on 
Mayor de Blasio and NYPD 
Commissioner Bill Bratton 
as they passed in a hallway 
at Woodhull Hospital follow-
ing the murders Saturday. 
However, William Kregler, 
the president of the NYC 
Fire Marshals Benevolent 
Association, railed against 
the mayor’s  call for people 
to set aside politics and 

protest until the two slain 
NYPD officers are buried.

“It ends here and it ends 
now,” Kregler said of the 
protests. “They’ve got to 
call them off now. These 
protests are costing the city 
millions and hurting busi-
ness and good people are 
being intimidated by them. 
These protests are a stage 
to attack the police and it 
needs to end now. The last 
thing this city needs is to 
slip back into lawlessness.”

The officers and de-
tectives moved about the 
crowd, sharing hugs and 
handshakes, and thanking 
the civilians for their sup-
port.

The evening’s final 
speaker was the new com-
manding officer of the 108th 
Precinct. “Looking around 
at my police officers inter-

twined with the communi-
ty speaks volumes,” Capt. 
John Travaglia said.

He then shared a story 
from his experience on 
Sept. 11, 2001 when he was 
overcome with emotion 
while trying to account 
for the whereabouts of his 
missing fellow officers. 

“A 35-year veteran 
grabbed me and said, ‘Keep 
it together - we are the po-
lice - we’ll get through this 
because we have no choice,’” 
Travaglia recalled. “I will 
tell you as a community we 
will get through these dark 
times because we have no 
choice. We are the police. 
We are your police.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

While we can’t make any sense of the 
evil that led to the loss of Offi cers 
Ramos and Liu, as New Yorkers we 

can all stand and grieve together with 
their families over this tragedy.

Pastor Jon Storck

FOR THE LATEST  HYPER-LOCAL NEWS, VISIT US AT WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM
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Happy  
New Year

from the staff of  
Jordan’s Lobster 

SERVICING BROOKLYN SINCE 1938

Kennedy’s
Breezy Point

New Loft Space accommodates 50 guests
Live Jazz Dinner music every Friday & Saturday 6–9pm

Visit us on the web at 

kennedysbreezypoint.com

For more information and reservations call 

718-945-0202

DINNER SERVED 

Tuesday–Thursday 5–10pm  Friday and Saturday 5–11pm

Sunday 4–9pm  CLOSED MONDAY

Reserve Now for Holiday Parties!

Now Accepting Reservations

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS:  

718-945-0202

LUNCH MENU RESUMING

BY BILL PARRY

A Long Island City man 
is taking his love of cooking 
and turning it into a second 
career, right in his own 
home on Crescent Street. 
After traveling the world 
for 30 years, Dan Dolgin de-
cided to quit his job as vice 
president of Global Sourc-
ing for Vanity Fair and 
open a culinary school.

“I teach basic cooking 
classes for singles who nev-
er learned to cook,” Dolgin 
said. “I’m always surprised 
at the amount of young peo-
ple I meet who don’t have 
the basic skills or the confi-
dence to prepare meals for 
themselves. They have no 
idea how much money they 
can save instead of habitu-
ally ordering out, getting 
takeout or dining in restau-
rants.”

Dolgin became aware of 
the problem when his 25-
year marriage ended seven 
years ago.

“That’s when I started 
meeting single people 
again and realized that so 
many people are growing 
up without learning how 
to cook for themselves,” he 
said.

Dolgin started CookSin-
gleNYC in September and 
already has 250 students.

“Not just from LIC 
but they’re coming from 
Westchester, Brooklyn and 
Long Island, too,” he said. 
“It’s my passion to build a 
community of people who 
have a desire to cook, share 
ideas and support each oth-
er through the process.”

Each student pays $95 
per three-hour class where 
six participants are divided 
into two groups. After a 
quick lesson in knife safety 
they are taught how to pre-
pare two full meals.

“I show them the tech-
niques of roasting or stir-
frying in a wok and after 
each meal is completed they 
get to sit down and enjoy 
the meals,” Dolgin said. “I 
really enjoy seeing people’s 

faces light up when they are 
cooking something for the 
first time. It’s wonderful to 
see their sense of owner-
ship when they realize what 
they’ve accomplished.”

Once he has finished 
the course with the 250 
students, he will create a 
more advanced program 
and teach them all the next 
step.

“I’ll probably incorpo-
rate Thai cuisine next,” 
Dolgin said. “Everyone 
wants to know how to make 
Thai food it seems.”

He added that despite 
his school’s name, CookSin-
gleNYC, it’s not some new 
singles club.

“No, it’s not some singles 
thing or a dating club — it’s 
just about cooking,” Dolgin 
said. “It’s for single people 
who just want to learn to 
cook, but it is a social envi-

ronment and people make 
friends while they’re learn-
ing.”

He teaches three times 
a night in “a huge chef’s 
kitchen in my home at the 
foot of the Queensboro 
Bridge” and he also offers 
private tutoring.

Dolgin believes his 
school is the only one of its 
kind in New York City and 
it will become more popu-
lar as word spreads beyond 
social media.

“It’s been a good re-
sponse so far,” he said. “But 
the goal is to make a living 
from it, but right now I’m 
still living off my savings.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

CookSingleNYC is teaching students how to prepare entire 
meals and then enjoy eating them during the same class. 

Photo courtesy Dan Dolgin

LIC man teaches singles 
to cook in his own home

WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM
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213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

Tel: 718.215.6470

Visit our website at: aperitifbistrobayside.com

Like us on Facebook

APERITIF BISTRO WINE BAR 
in Bayside is proud to announce its 

French Bistro, Lounge, Extensive Wine List, 

Creative Cocktails & Craft Beers

Now serving Lunch, Dinner, & Brunch on Sunday

Private Room & Catering Options available 

for private parties

Valet Parking available on weekends

79; Flushing, 72; Astoria, 
69; and Jackson Heights, 
66. 

The zip code with John 
F. Kennedy International 
Airport, 11430, gained 
more chain stores than its 
counterparts across the 
borough, adding 19 busi-
nesses, mostly inside the 
airport, according to Cen-
ter for an Urban Future 
Executive Director Jona-
than Bowles.

“There’s been a lot of 
construction at JFK in re-
cent years. New terminals 
have opened, some have 
refurbished and new retail 
has come in,” he said. “For 
instance, L’Occitane added 
nine new stores in Queens, 
and all nine of them were 
in the airport in different 
terminals and wings.”

Bowles said he has no-
ticed national retailers 
heading to Queens over 
the past several years, 
propelled by a stronger 
economy, several solidly 
middle-class communities 
and new malls.

“For many years, parts 
of Queens were under-
retailed. Residents of the 
borough felt like they 
didn’t have enough shop-
ping choices, so I think na-
tional retailers across the 
city recognized that there 
was a market to tap,” he 
said. “In some neighbor-
hoods the emergence of 
chain stores has pushed 
out some great indepen-
dent businesses.” 

Robert MacKay, direc-
tor of public relations, 

marketing and tourism 
at Queens Economic De-
velopment Corporation, 
interpreted the report as 
a positive prognosis for 
shopping strips.

“Shopping is alive and 
well in Queens,” MacKay 
said. “The worst thing 
for a shopping center is to 
have an empty storefront... 
people will argue, depend-
ing on their own tastes, 
whether they think chains 
are good or bad, but in the 
end, consumers decide.”

Similarly, City Council-
woman Karen Koslowitz 
(D-Forest Hills) said the 
stability of chain stores 
bolstered the local econo-
my and kept customers in 
the borough.

“Especially this time of 
year, people don’t want to 
go into the city to go shop-
ping, so they shop in our 
local stores,” she said. “It’s 
good.”

who live in the area.
The plan would expand 

the tarmac 728 feet, from the 
current 11,351 feet to 12,079. 
The runway once completed, 
Vanel said, would be about 
600 feet closer to the commu-
nity, affecting Springfield 
Gardens and Rosedale.

“When you move a run-
way 600 feet closer to a com-
munity, you need a study to 
know how the project will 
affect that community,” he 
said. “We are only asking 
for that study to be done.”

The Port Authority, the 
state agency that manages 
the airport, said it conduct-
ed an environmental assess-
ment review and found the 
Runway 4L/22R expansion 
would have no significant 
impact on the community. 
The plan would also widen 
the runway from 150 to 200 
feet, moving closer to the 
160-acre Idlewild Park. The 
project is needed to comply 
with new FAA air safety re-
quirements and it has to be 
completed by next Decem-
ber.

JFK serves about 50 mil-
lion passengers annually, 
the PA said.

The Eastern Queens Al-
liance, representing thou-
sands of southeast Queens 
neighbors, disagree with the 
findings of the assessment 
report and file a lawsuit to 
overturn that determina-
tion.

The work, which will 
cost $292 million, includes 
replacing the existing as-
phalt and constructing high-
speed taxiways, allowing for 
landing planes to exit the 
runway faster.

According to the Eastern 
Queens Alliance, several 
studies have shown that 
if you live within a 6-mile 
radius of an airport, “you 
may be at risk of dying pre-
maturely from an environ-
mental carcinogen, such as 
chemicals associated with 
airports.”

With a bigger tarmac, 
the international airport 
will be able to accommodate 
larger planes, including the 
double-decker passenger 
aircraft Airbus 380.

Continued from Page 1 

Chains
Continued from Page 1 

JFK

Dunkin' Donuts has more Queens locations -- 161 in all -- than any other chain store, according to 
the Center for an Urban Future. Photo by Michael Shain

www.Timesledger.com
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deported from the commu-
nist nation in 1980. “This is 
just a shame more than 50 
years after.”

Pérez, a Havana native, 
was having lunch at Rincón 
Criollo, a Cuban restaurant 
located in Corona, near the 
intersection of Roosevelt 
Avenue and Junction Bou-
levard.

While in exile, he lost 
loved ones in Cuba, and was 
not able to pay his final re-
spects.

“A lot of my family mem-
bers died and I am saddened. 
Cuba is my homeland,” he 
said.

At the establishment, 
talk and discussion about 
Cuba occurs at a daily basis. 
Known as ‘cubaneo,’ locals 
usually argue about the 
past, present and future of 
the Caribbean island.

The talks between 
Obama and Castro were the 
first ones at that level since 
Fidel Castro led the Cuban 
revolution in 1959 over-
throwing dictator Flugencio 
Batista.

Rudy Acosta Sr., owner 
of the restaurant, took a 
neutral stand on Obama’s 
reshaping of U.S.-Cuba rela-
tions.

But he said that at least 
on American soil, one can 
speak to 100 Cubans and all 
of them will have an opinion 
about the new policy.

“But in Cuba you can’t 
give your opinion freely, 
with an embargo or without 
an embargo,” he said.

Acosta is originally from 
Santiago de las Vegas, a mu-
nicipality about 12 miles 
from Havana. His father 
opened the original Rincón 
Criollo in 1952.  By 1961, 
Fidel Castro came “and he 
took the restaurant away 
from my father,” he said.

Almost 40 years ago, 
Acosta threw open the doors 
of Rincón Criollo in Corona. 
He has been in the United 
States for the last 47 years. 
At the restaurant, beside 
food, one can buy keychains, 
T-shirts and stickers with 
the Cuban flag.

Eddie Torres spent time 
in a Cuba prison for “politi-
cal reasons,” he said, until 
he was able to flee the nation 
island in 1970.

“I was jailed because 
they said I was a terrorist, 
and I didn’t even know what 
a terrorist was,” he said.

He ended up in Madrid. 
He then lived in Paris for a 
while, before heading back 
to Spain. In 1972, he arrived 
in the United States.

“I won’t go back to Cuba 
until the Castros die,” he 
said, while ordering an 
espresso coffee at the res-
taurant.

Torres, 82, said he lost 
several family members, 
but he was glad he was able 
to bring his mother and 
his siblings to the United 
States.

“My mother died here at 
the age of 91,” he said.

“With this opening, the 
people will still have noth-
ing, but the Castros will 
cash in, as usual,” said Tor-
res.

But Pérez is hopeful the 
new situation will translate 
into economic growth for 
Cuba and its people. 

“I hope little by little now, 
Cuba introduces a capitalist 
economy to help the people,” 
Pérez said. “There is noth-
ing else one can do there.”

Continued from Page 1 

Cubans
requires  school boards to 
consider closing schools 
on a day when many stu-
dents will be absent due to 
religious or cultural obser-
vances.

The law would allow 
students who celebrate Lu-
nar New Year, the Chinese 
New Year, and Diwali, the 
festival of lights celebrated 
by Hindus every year. The 
law also covers religious 
observances such as Eid 
al-Fitr, the Muslim celebra-
tion ending the monthlong 
fasting period of Ramadan, 
and Eid al-Adha, the Mus-
lim Feast of Sacrifice. 

 The bill passed the As-
sembly Feb. 3 and the state 
Senate on May 13. Gov. An-
drew Cuomo signed the bill 
the night of Dec. 17.

“No longer will par-
ents have to decide be-
tween sending their child 
to school and celebrating 
their cultural heritage,” 
Stavisky said at a news 
conference celebrating the 
new law. 

Members of the self-pro-

claimed “Flushing Team” 
expressed their satisfac-
tion with the passage of the 
bill.

“Now the whole state 
can celebrate this holiday,” 
City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) said of 
the inclusion of Lunar New 
Year “Kids can stay home 
and enjoy and relax and 
celebrate the holidays.”

Other Council members 
also praised the new law 
as a way to encourage city 
schools to formally observe 
religious or cultural holi-
days.

“People from all over 
the world come here and 

live with us and their holi-
days and their cultures 
also need to be respected 
and accorded the same 
kind of opportunity of any 
other cultures now,” As-
semblyman Jeffrion Aubry 
(D-East Elmhurst) said.

Assemblyman Edward 
Braunstein (D-Bayside), 
another co-sponsor for 
the bill, said the bill sent a 
“strong message to the city 
of New York.”

Students and families 
should not have to choose 
between their education 
and celebrating an impor-
tant holiday, Braunstein 
said.

Continued from Page 1 

Diwali

Liu-Tee Shu, president of the Flushing Chinese Business 
Association, praises the new law. Photo by Madina Toure

Steve Schirripa, best 
known for his role of 
Bobby Baccalieri on 
HBO’s The Sopranos, will 
be making a personal ap-
pearance at Whole Foods 
Market in Brooklyn on 
Friday, January 2, 2015 
from 4 to 6 pm. He will 
be debuting his new line 
of organic pasta sauces 
– Uncle Steve’s Italian 
Specialties. All attendees 
will be treated to a vari-
ety of delicious samples 
plus free giveaways. The 
event is free and open to 
the public.

“Growing up in 
Brooklyn, Sunday morn-
ing was the day you 
would wake up to the 
aroma of tomatoes, gar-
lic and olive oil simmer-
ing on mom’s stove as 

she prepared the sauce 
for dinner. My fondest 
memories are from those 
days, and I wish to share 
my Italian heritage and 
the comfort of family,” 
noted Schirripa. “My 
mom made a great sauce 
and I’ve made it even 
better.”

Steve Schirripa is 
best known to television 

audiences as “Bobby 
Baccalieri” on David 
Chase’s critically ac-
claimed HBO drama The 
Sopranos and from ABC 
Family’s Secret Life of the 
American Teenager. He 
can currently be seen as 
the host of Family Meals 
with Steve Schirripa on 
The Cooking Channel.

On December 1, 204, 
Denis Hamill of the New 
York Daily News said, 
“Uncle Steve’s [is] hands 
down the best jarred 
sauce you ever tasted.”

Steve, a New York 
Times best selling au-
thor, has written several 
books including “Big 
Daddy Rules,” “A Goom-
ba’s Guide to Life,” “The 
Goomba’s Book of Love” 
and “The Goomba Diet.” 

Steve Schirripa knows 
more than a thing or two 
about Italian cuisine.  

Each jar of Uncle 
Steve’s is produced in the 
USA from small batches 

of fresh imported or-
ganic Italian plum to-
matoes, vegetables and 
spices, “Our products 
are USDA certified or-
ganic, gluten free, dairy 

free, vegan, and contain 
no added sugar. With 
no GMOs, no pesticides, 
and nothing artificial, 
you can be confident you 
are feeding your family 
not only great tasting 
products, but nourish-
ing them as well.” says 
Schirripa. “My moth-
er’s sauce cooked for six 
hours and unlike the 
others we are doing the 
same.”

Uncle Steve’s Italian 
Specialties is available 
at Whole Foods Market, 
Shop Rite, Stop ‘n Shop 
and many other super-
markets and health food 
stores across the USA. 
For more information on 
where to buy or to pur-
chase by mail, go to www.
unclestevesny.com.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Actor Steve Schirripa of ‘The Sopranos’ will be at Whole Foods 
Market in Brooklyn to launch new line of organic pasta sauce
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