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BY BILL PARRY

The demolition of 5Pointz is 
nearly complete and owner Gerry 
Wolkoff is pressing ahead with a 
construction project that will see 
two luxury residential high-rises 
go up in its place.

He was surprised to learn the 
National Trust for Historic Pres-
ervation put the destroyed graf-
fiti mecca on its list of “Five Im-
portant Places We Lost Forever 
This Year,” joining the likes of 
the F.W. Woolworth store in New 
Orleans, a landmark of the civil 
rights movement; and a sacred 
native American place  that is be-
ing turned into a two-mile wide 
crater by mining.

“That’s crazy,” Wolkoff said. 
“Don’t they know that building 
had to come down?  That place 
was falling apart and one woman 
was nearly killed because the 
place was falling apart.”

Wolkoff is refering to Nicole 
Gagne, a jewelry designer who 
was nearly crushed when an out-
door fire escape she was descend-
ing collapsed on April 10, 2009. 
Gagne fell 3 1/2 floors and was 
wedged between two wooden pal-
lets as concrete rubble and rebar 

came down on top of her.
“That scared the daylights out 

of me,” Wolkoff said. “Even after 
we were allowed back in I was al-
ways worried about the artists.” 

He knew then that the mas-
sive 200,000-square-foot ware-

house complex would have to 
come down.

In October 2013, the City Coun-
cil approved a special zoning per-
mit that allowed Wolkoff to de-
velop the property and after the 
5Pointz artists tried but failed, 

to stop him in court, Wolkoff or-
dered an overnight whitewash-
ing of the work put up over the 
years by as many as 1,500 aerosol 
artists.

5Pointz is singled out along with several places and buildings by the National Trust for Hisotric Preservation.

BY JUAN SOTO

Hilltop Village in Holliswood 
has about 500 smoke-free apart-
ments. 

And for Phil Konigsberg, a 
smoke-free advocate, that’s the 
closest one can get to heaven on 
earth.

For the past five years, the Bay 
Terrace resident has been push-
ing for smoke-free multiple-family 
housing residences. He drafted a 
resolution with that objective, and 
he is presenting it to community 
boards across he borough.

“You go to restaurants, stores, 
public indoor places and they 
have a smoke-free protective law,” 
Konigsberg said. “But you spend at 
least half a day in your house and 
you are not really protected.”

Konigsberg said that in apart-
ment buildings, such as condos 
and co-ops, smoke from cigarettes 
can penetrate into a non-smoker’s 
home through walls, hallways, 
vents and electrical outlets. “Hav-
ing smoke-free buildings is some-
thing I strongly believe in,” he 
said. 

BY MADINA TOURE
Traffic agents, along with a temporary pe-

destrian walkway, will now surround the Flush-
ing Commons construction site in downtown to 
Flushing to address pedestrian safety and con-
gestion issues. 

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside), residents 

Flushing Common developers 

hire two traffi c safety agents

Advocates push 
for smoke-free 
apts. in Queens

5Pointz on national lost site list
LIC graffi ti mecca among fi ve most important places that vanished in 2014

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 8
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Cuomo kills bill to save swans
BY JUAN SOTO

Mute swans can’t catch 
a break.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo ve-
toed a bill that would place 
a two-year moratorium on a 
statewide plan to eliminate 
about 2,200 of these type of 
birds. Many of the swans 
travel to waterways in Ja-

maica Bay, Little Neck Bay 
and Howard Beach. 

The bill to save the wild 
population of invasive mute 
swans was a response to a 
state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation 
project to eradicate these 
birds by the year 2025.

“It’s a shame that Gov. 
Cuomo has vetoed a bill 

that would have gone a long 
way towards protecting 
New York State’s mute swan 
population,” said state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
who sponsored the bill.

Avella, who is a mem-
ber of the Environmental 
Conservation Committee 

Continued on Page 8

A plan by the Department of 
Environmental Conservation will elimi-
nate the mute swans by the year 2025 in 
the state.
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BY JUAN SOTO

There is a McMystery on 
Bell Boulevard. 

The busy Bayside Mc-
Donald’s spot shut its doors 
unexpectedly, leaving pa-
trons out of their favorite 
joint to enjoy a Big Mac and 
a flavored coffee.

The operators of the fast 
food restaurant at the inter-
section of Bell Boulevard 
and 42nd Avenue packed up 
everything, leaving nothing 
behind. There is no trace 
that the Golden Arches es-
tablishment was once there 
on Bayside’s main commer-
cial strip.

“We just don’t know why 
it closed,” said an observer 
who follows happenings on 
Bell Boulevard.

Customers were shocked 
when they saw the doors 
close.  

“What happened?” a Bay-
side neighbor asked Tues-
day afternoon at the restau-
rant’s  shuttered door.

But McDonald’s had the 
clue to solve the enigma. 

“The restaurant closed 
due to the expiration of 
the natural lease and the 
non-renewal by the leasing 
agent,” a spokesman for the 
McDonald’s Corporation 
said. He added that the mul-
tinational is already can-
vassing the area in hopes 

of finding a new, suitable 
location. 

“We are in the process of 
looking for a new location,” 
the spokesman said. “We 
are looking forward to the 
grand reopening.”

Sometime before the 
McNuggets and McFlurries 
disappeared from Bell Bou-
levard, the women’s cloth-
ing retailer Mandee, just 
down the block, also closed. 

The owners of Mandee, 
at 42-19 Bell Blvd., planned 
to close shop more than a 
year ago when the parent 
company, Big M Inc., filed 
for bankruptcy after Su-
perstorm Sandy. But the 
Canadian-based company, 
YM Inc., rescued Big M and 
agreed to pay more than $22 
million to save the retail 
stores. 

YM operates more than 
600 stores in Canada, includ-
ing the chain Bluenotes. In 
New York City, there were 
about 15 Mandee stores be-
fore Sandy hit.

“The closing of Mandee 
I understand was a corpo-
rate decision,” said another 
source familiar with busi-
nesses on Bell Boulevard.

Mandee started in the 
late 1940s as a family-owned 
business out of New Jersey. 

A pharmacy also closed 
recently on Bell Boulevard.

“Nobody likes to see busi-

nesses closing,” said Lyle 
Sclair, executive director 
of Bayside Village Business 
Improvement District. “But 
we try to help,” he said. 

Sclair pointed out the 
association collaborates 
with owners and landlords 
in transition and puts them 
in touch with public and 
private organizations “to 
launch the businesses with 
the right resources.”

The executive director 
of the Bayside BID said the 
boulevard is going through 
some normal changes, in-
cluding the already com-
pleted renovation of Dunkin 
Dounuts, Pizzeria Uno and 
Karma Boutique. 

He also said the Mexican 
restaurant Cinco de Mayo 
closed at its prior location 
but opened immediately af-
ter at a new location on Bell 
Boulevard, tripling its size. 
Its owners inaugurated the 
Peruvian foodie Piura Res-
taurant at Cinco de Mayo’s 
old spot.

Also new is the Colom-
bian Mr. Pollo 1 establish-
ment that opened at 42-20 
Bell Blvd., a storefront that 
was closed for a few years.       

Reach reporter Juan Soto 
by e-mail at jsoto@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

McD’s closes on Bell
Patrons shocked Big Mac gone after lease not renewed

After the landlord declined to renew its lease, McDonald’s on Bell Boulevard closed its doors and 
moved out virtually overnight. Photo by Michael Shain

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

$CASH$$CASH$



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, J
AN. 4, 2015

3

BY MADINA TOURE

Willets Point United, a group 
representing businesses and land 
owners in Willets Point, is calling 
on the city Department of Trans-
portation to repair streets and in-
frastructure in the blighted area. 

Concerns include the large 
number of potholes and uneven 
roads as well as the lack of litter 
baskets and sewers, said Gerald 
Antonacci, WPU’s president. 

The neglected landscape falls 
within the northern and eastern 
ends of the area, particularly 34th 
Avenue, 126th Place, 127th Street, 
127th Place, 35th Avenue and Wil-
lets Point Boulevard, Antonacci 
said. 

“It looks like a third world 
country here and it’s because of 
them,” he said. “We need to be able 
to drive down our streets without 
falling into potholes and breaking 
our cars and trucks. We’ve gone to 
the community board about this 
and they’ve got this on their list of 
things to do, but it just seems like 
nobody wants to do it.”

The DOT and Community 
Board 7 could not be reached for 
comment. 

The $3 billion Willets Point 
Development Plan will entail the 
building of a megamall as well as 
commercial, retail and residential 
space on the 62-acre Willets Point 
site. 

The developer, Queens Develop-
ment Group — a joint venture be-

tween Sterling Equities and Relat-
ed Companies — has earmarked 
23 acres for a massive retail, com-
mercial, residential development 
by 2030, but the remaining 39 acres 
will remain untouched for the next 
15 years. 

The group could not be reached 
for comment.

“With all the tax money that 
these people have been paying, 
they deserve streets,” Antonacci 
said. “Why can’t we get streets? We 

get no city services here.”
The city now controls 95 per-

cent of the area and roughly 100 
businesses have relocated off the 
site in the past 18 months, accord-
ing to a city Economic Develop-
ment Corporation spokesman. The 
EDC has also completed off-site 
infrastructure work and the state 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation granted preliminary 
approvals for the environmental 
remediation, he added. 

In November, state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) called on the 
DEC to reject an application by the 
developer for the DEC’s Brown-
field Cleanup Program in addition 
to $40 million they received from 
the city for clean-up costs associ-
ated with the development plan.

In late August, a State Supreme 
Court justice threw out a lawsuit 
filed by the group of park advo-
cates, civic leaders, small busi-
nesses and Avella. According to 
the lawsuit, the megamall could 
not legally be built on the pro-
posed site without approval from 
the state Legislature because it is 
mapped as parkland on city maps.

Avella, who said he has been 
calling on the city to repair the in-
frastructure in the area for the last 
20 years, put the blame on the EDC 
and the mayoral administrations 
over the last few decades.

He said the city is responsible 
for the blight in the area, contend-
ing that they allowed the area to 
deteriorate in order to pave the 
way for a rich developer to come to 
the area.

“It’s unbelievable what a mess 
the city has done in developing 
this property and what a good job 
these small business owners have 
done literally for themselves for 
decades, and now they’re been 
taken advantage of in my opinion,” 
he said. 

Irene Prestigiacomo, owner of 
SIJ Inc. in Willets Point, said she 
and other owners have been pay-

ing taxes for years but to no avail. 
For example, she pays a sewer 

tax for her property, which con-
sists of two lots that run from 34th 
to 36th avenues and are bordered 
on Willets Point Boulevard and 
127th Street, but there are no sew-
ers in the area.

“They collect sewer taxes,” 
Prestigiacomo said. “There are no 
sewers. How can they collect sewer 
taxes?”

She also blamed the city for 
the blight that has plagued the 
area and said the city purposely 
thwarted plans for an industrial 
park to leave room for the develop-
ment plan.

“They have these 18-wheelers, 
these great big giant construction 
vehicles that haul debris,” she said. 
“They traverse up and down Wil-
lets Point like it’s their highway to 
and from their dumping sites.

The EDC spokesman said the 
area would be remediated as part 
of the redevelopment plan, which 
would include the installation of 
new infrastructure and grades be-
ing raised out of the flood plain. 
He also said the remediation work 
would continue once the city com-
pletes land acquisition.

 Queens Development will be 
updating Community Board 7 
about the development plan Jan. 7.

Reach reporter Madina Toure 
by e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

Willets Pt. biz ask city to repair broken roads

The view down Willets Point Boulevard this week, where a water main 
break has not been fixed in more than a month, local businesses say. 

Photo by Michael Shain

BY MADINA TOURE

An elderly man found uncon-
scious in a jacuzzi at a College 
Point spa died Sunday, the NYPD 
said. 

Hock Ma, 80, of 68-09 Clyde 
Street in Forest Hills, was found 
unconscious and unresponsive in 
a jacuzzi at the Spa Castle on 131-
10 11th Ave. in College Point, ac-
cording to a police spokeswoman. 
Ma was visiting Spa Castle with 
his family. He was taken to Flush-
ing Hospital in critical condition 
where he was pronounced dead. 

Stephanie Chon, a spokeswom-
an for Spa Castle, said the com-
pany puts a high priority on safety 
and followed standard protocol in 
dealing with the incident.

“CPR was initiated by a certi-
fied manager and the patron was 
taken by ambulance to a local hos-
pital,” Chon said in a statement. 

“Safety precautions are clearly 
posted in our facilities and the 
staff in the area is CPR certified. 
Our thoughts are with the family 
at this time.”

Bathing establishments are 
required to have someone on staff 
with CPR certification and spa 
pools have to be monitored regu-
larly by an aquatic supervisor, 
a city Department of Health and 
Mental Hygiene spokesman said 

in an email. 
The DOH is currently con-

ducting an investigation, which 
includes interviews, an extensive 
review of Spa Castle’s safety plan 
as well as policies and procedures 
followed by the personnel, the 
spokesman said.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side), who has been calling on the 
city Board of Standards and Ap-
peals to revoke the spa’s variance 

for years, said he would revive 
calls to reopen the debate on the 
variance. He said a number of vio-
lations exist at the spa, including 
padlocked fire exits, equipment 
and supplies stored in the spa’s 
parking lot as well as elevators 
and stairwells. 

Initial opposition to the spa 
was due to its proximity to resi-
dential homes, the height of the 
building, hours of operation and 
traffic problems, Avella said. 

“They seem to constantly flout 
the law,” he said. “With the fact 
that the media has discovered nu-
merous health violations and safe-
ty violations, this is the last straw 
that has broken the camel’s back.”

The facility has one active city 
Department of Buildings violation 
issued May 3, 2012 for failure to 
file a benchmarking report of en-
ergy use, according to DOB data 
for the facility. 

The facility has also received 
seven complaints between 2008 
and 2012, six of which have been 
resolved and one classified. 

The complaints included cracks 
along the swimming pool, no valid 
occupancy certificate, an inopera-
tive elevator, cracks on the wall 
of a spa structure, substandard 
egress options, stairwells that ap-
peared to be partially construct-
ed, 12 different pools with steps to 
get to pools but no handicap access 
and one very small elevator and 
the facility not having ramps for 
handicapped individuals. 

The city Department of Con-
sumer Affairs, which does not 
license spas, is limited only to en-
forcement of the consumer protec-
tion law at such businesses.  This 
includes signage for price lists, re-
fund policies, receipts and gender 
pricing, a DCA spokeswoman said 
in an email. 

Elderly spa castle guest dies after time spent in jacuzzi

Hock Ma, 80, of Forest Hills, died after being found unconscious in a jacuzzi at 
Spa Castle.  Courtesy of spacastleusa.com
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

One Forest Hills na-
tive is out to document 
the neighborhood’s 
crop of stars.

Michael Perlman, 
32, said Arcadia Pub-
lishing noticed his his-
toric preservation work 
and column in a com-
munity newspaper and 
asked him to author a 
book on the area’s no-
table residents. 

Perlman said he 
convinced the South 
Carolina-based histori-
cal publishing compa-
ny to extend the manu-
script into Rego Park 
because historically it 
was called Forest Hills 
West and the two nabes 
had shared roots. The re-
sulting 128-page Legendary 
Locals of Forest Hills and 
Rego Park details the lives 
of some 210 late and current 
residents, interweaving 
historical contexts with bi-
ographical facts. The $21.99 
book is due out March 2.

“Forest Hills and Rego 
Park I considered a breed-
ing ground for knowledge 
and creativity, and I tried es-
tablishing that in my book,” 
said Perlman, a fourth gen-
eration Forest Hills resi-
dent. “I came across more 
than 400 notables… and it 
was a matter of fitting in as 
many as possible without 
sacrificing too much juicy 
content.”

Perlman said when pos-
sible, he interviewed stars 
or their representatives 
and tracked down descen-
dants of those who died via 
genealogical research, pe-
rusing archives and online 
searches, including follow-
ing up on obituaries. For 

instance, he found relatives 
of Ascan Backus, a German 
immigrant who became 
known as the king farmer 
of Long Island, which in-
cluded modernday Forest 
Hills in the 1800s.

The book hones in on 
television star Ray Ro-
mano, the deaf and blind 
activist Helen Keller, fash-
ion designer Donna Karan,  
Telemundo executive Julio 
Rumbaut, musicians Paul 
Simon and Art Garfunkel 
as well as other celebrities 
and the time they spent in 
Forest Hills and Rego Park.

He focused on lesser 
known facts, such as the 
charitable foundation cre-
ated by Karan or the move 
pioneered by the so-called 
Jewish Tarzan, Abe Cole-
man, who was the oldest 
professional wrestler when 
he died at age 101.

“He would travel to Aus-
tralia, and during one of his 
tours, he spotted some kan-
garoos. In doing so, it all led 

to the drop kick. And 
it means, a wrestler 
is kicking the oppo-
nent with both soles 
of their feet,” Perlman 
said in a telephone in-
terview. 

The book also 
delves into the estab-
lishments known to 
host notables, such 
as the West Side Ten-
nis Club, which Perl-
man said was featured 
in Alfred Hitchcock 
films.

Eddie’s Sweet Shop, 
known for its home-
made ice cream, Knish 
Nosh, which specializ-
es in Jewish pastries, 
and Bickford’s made it 
in as well.

Perlman said Bick-
ford’s, a restaurant chain 
founded by a Forest Hills 
Gardens family with a 
reach comparable to Star-
buck’s, had one of the first 
brand name airplanes.

“During Christmastime 
and Thanksgiving, they 
would fly over the coastline 
of New England and drop 
packages of food to all of the 
lighthouse keepers,” Perl-
man said.

The author said he in-
tends to hold a release cele-
bration, and possibly a book 
signing.

“I wrote it for history’s 
sake and to make my peo-
ple, my neighbors, visitors, 
past residents and future 
residents more aware,” 
Perlman said. “Hopefully, 
people who pick up a copy of 
my book will somehow feel 
inspired to be notable.”

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle by e-mail at stran-
gle@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

A book by Forest Hills native Michael 
Perlman on the neighborhood’s most fa-
mous residents comes out in March.

Preservationist pens book
on central Queens’ celebs

For more hyper-local Queens news on your 
computer, smartphone, or iPad, visit

TIMESLEDGER.COM
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213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

Tel: 718.215.6470

Visit our website at: aperitifbistrobayside.com

Like us on Facebook

APERITIF BISTRO WINE BAR 
in Bayside is proud to announce its 

French Bistro, Lounge, Extensive Wine List, 

Creative Cocktails & Craft Beers

Now serving Lunch, Dinner, & Brunch on Sunday

Private Room & Catering Options available 

for private parties

Valet Parking available on weekends

(From top right) The Afrikan Poetry Theater drummers with Bill Jacobs set the beat for a Kwanzaa 
celeration at the Jamaica Performing Arts Center celebration Saturday; Tami Branch-Veira and her 
daiughter light the candles; and vendors in the lobby have everything you need for Kwanzaa.

Celebrating Kwanzaa
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BY SARINA TRANGLE 

The city has not fin-
ished reconstructing the 
Rockaway boardwalk, but 
that has not stopped it from 
soliciting vendors to open 
shops along the walkway 
despite one civic’s opposi-
tion.

The city Department of 
Parks and Recreation re-
leased a request for propos-
als for the creation and op-
eration of up to 10 business 
outposts renting or selling 
beach chairs, tents, towels, 
sunscreen, swimwear, flo-
tation devices, beach balls, 
frisbees and Rockaway 
Beach-themed attire.

Vendors would be pro-
hibited from hawking food, 
beverages, watches, jew-
elry, handbags or anything 
in glass containers, accord-
ing to the RFP.

Parks’ paperwork said 
selected applicants would 
receive a two-year permit, 
which would require them 
to operate from late May to 
early September. 

Prospective merchants 
can propose spots along 
the coast from Beach 9th to 
Beach 149th streets, accord-
ing to the RFP. Parks sug-
gested applicants consider 
an asphalt area near Beach 
30th Street, sand dunes next 
to a playground by Beach 
60th Street and spots beside 
several bus shelters.  The 
agency said any final loca-
tions must be approved by 
Parks, however.

Proposals are due in 
Feb. 9, and Parks is aiming 
to have vendors in business 
by next beach season.

Parks asked applicants 
to include a proposed flat 
fee.

John Cori, a founder of 
Friends of Rockaway Beach, 
said he was surprised Parks 
leaders did not mention the 
vendors when Commis-
sioner Mitchell Silver met 
with area civic leaders a few 
weeks ago.

“They could have given 
us a heads-up,” Cori said, 
outlining his concerns with 
the plan. “There’s not really 
a need for it.”

Cori said Parks should 
give peninsula businesses 

preference in the bidding 
process, but stressed that 
Rockaway had several 
shops that sold beach gear 
that remained reeling from 
Hurricane Sandy and did 
not deserve further compe-
tition.

He also worried the ven-
dors’ stands may eat up the 
few shady areas on the beach 
or transform the shore into 
a commercial strip. 

But mostly, he said the 
city’s strategy was misguid-
ed.

“We lost a very large 
section of playgrounds, 
26 handball courts, skate 
parks,  playgrounds — that 
stuff has not been rebuilt 
and yet they want to put 

stuff where our parks used 
to be,” Cori said. “Parks has 
their priorities all mixed 
up.”

Cori said civic leaders 
questioned the commis-
sioner at the recent meet-
ing about the how much the 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency planned 
to reimburse the city for re-
pairing the boardwalk and 
what stage the allocation 
process was in, but got no 
response.

A leaked memo from 
Silver to City Hall detailed 
how FEMA’s $480 million 
repayment may be a politi-
cal liability because the city 
budgeted about $200 million 
less for that work.

BY BILL PARRY

The fifth annual LIC Arts 
Open, scheduled for May 13-
17, promises to be the biggest 
one yet thanks to a grant 
provided by the Queens Cen-
ter for the Arts. 

The festival drew nearly 
10,000 visitors last spring, 
making it the largest event of 
its kind in western Queens.  
But with the $4,400 in new 
funding, organizers can af-
ford professional publicists 
to help further promote the 
five-day fair.

“We’ve done alright pub-
licizing the event during 
the first four years,” LIC 
Arts Open Founder Richard 
Mazda said. “Now we can af-
ford to go out and hire a PR 
agency and expand our pub-
licity beyond social media 
and word of mouth. Every 
year we see more and more 
people coming from the oth-
er boroughs.

  Mazda said the group 
will be able to reach a much 
wider audience.

  “Now we can try to draw 
people from other states, 
maybe even that family in 

Maspeth who never thought 
of visiting an arts festival. 
You spend years trying to get 
the message out and you still 
hear, ‘Oh, I didn’t know you 
existed’ and this might help 
by getting attention from the 
wider arts community as 
well.”

Last year’s LIC Arts 
Open featured the works of 
nearly 300 Long Island City 
artists, who opened up 54 of 
their studios to the public. 
Also involved were 54 dif-
ferent venues, including the 
Falchi Building, MoMA PS1, 
the Z Hotel and the Museum 
of Moving Images.

Also included were gal-
leries and restaurants like 
Ten10 Studios and the Jef-
frey Leder Gallery, Alobar, 
Coffeed, Manducatis Rus-
tica and The Local, a hostel 
that opened that spring. The 
festival strives to promote 
as many businesses as pos-
sible but mainly the artists 
of Long Island City.

“It’s one of the city’s larg-
est art communities,” Mazda 
said. “There’s more art made 
here in one square mile than 
anywhere else. The artists 

The LIC Arts Open has reason to celebrate this year after a grant 
was awarded by the QCA. Photo courtesy of Junenoire Mitchell

The city is seeking vendors to sell beach-related items along the Rockaway boardwalk.

LIC Arts Open gets
grant for its festival 

Vendors wanted: Parks
Civic knocks plan for biz outposts on Rock boardwalk
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BEST PASTRAMI IN NEW YORK.  
EAT IN OR TAKE OUT. WE DELIVER.
We cater all affairs. Any size hero. All heroes cut and put in 
baskets. Freshly made hamburgers. Homemade roast beef with 
homemade gravy. Hand rolled bagels baked on promises.

164-26 CROSSBAY BLVD 
HOWARD BEACH NY 11414

TEL 718-323-4011
FAX 718-323-4012

WEB
WWW.SAPIENZAHB.COM

FREE DELIVERY(LOCAL)
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

MONDAY – SATURDAY 
6 AM – 8 PM

SUNDAY 
6 AM – 5 PM

DELICATESSEN & RESTAURANT
The Pastrami King of Queens
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in the state Senate, said he 
was “disappointed” the gov-
ernor did not sign the bill 
into law. 

He pointed out the legis-
lation had “overwhelming 
support from both the peo-
ple and the Legislature.”

The bill passed both the 
Assembly and the state Sen-
ate. 

The DEC said the mute 
swan is an invasive spe-
cies, and in 2013 the agency 
announced the plan to rid 
the state of the entire pop-
ulation of the wild birds. 
The agency said that mute 
swans first arrived in New 
York in the late 1800s, but 
were kept in captivity.

The DEC claimed the 
wild swan population 
causes various problems, 
including “aggressive be-

havior toward people, de-
struction of submerged 
aquatic vegetation, dis-
placement of native wild-
life species, degradation of 
water quality and potential 
hazards to aviation.”  

But Avella countered 
that argument by saying 
“scientific data does not 
back the decision to exter-
minate the mute swan, and 
public opinion stated time 
and again that the mute 
swan must be saved.”

A five-week public com-
ment period on the bill led 
to more than 16,000 letters 
of support for the birds and 
30,000 signatures on a peti-
tion to stop the plan to erad-
icate the species.

Cuomo said the DEC 
plan will be revised and 
will include parts of the bill 
that he shut down. 

Last summer, Avella 
said, DEC agents shot and 
killed two swans in upstate 

New York in front of people 
visiting the Black River Bay 
near the Canadian border.

In a statement released 
at the time by Avella’s office, 
Edita Birnkrant, campaign 
director for the animal ad-
vocacy group Friends of 
Animals, pointed out, “To 
say that this was a horrific 
and inhumane incident is 
an understatement. The 
fact that these killings 
were carried out after DEC 
agreed to revise their eradi-
cation plan and present it 
for another public hearing 
is even more shameful and 
most definitely warrants an 
immediate investigation.”   

DEC said it would use 
nonlethal methods to han-
dle the mute swan popula-
tion elimination plan.  

Reach reporter Juan Soto 
by e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

When Hilltop Village 
announced the smoke-free 
environment back in 2013, 
representatives from Long 
Island Jewish Medical cen-
ter and the Queens Smoke 
Free Partnership, a non-
profit, said their goal was to 
eliminate cigarette smoke 
from residential housing 
units in Queens by alerting 
the public to risks caused by 
smoking. 

“Much of the air in apart-
ment buildings is shared 
among the residents,” Yvette 
Buckner-Jackson, from the 
Queens Smoke Free Partner-
ship said at the time. “This 
air travels through the unit 
through vents, cracks, out-
lets — it’s a huge issue.”

Hilltop Village is at 87-50 
204th St.

Konigberg said that once 
smoke gets into an apart-
ment, it stays there. 

The advocate said he pre-
sented his proposal, in col-
laboration with the Queens 
Smoke Free Partnership 
and the New York City Co-
alition for a Smoke-free City, 
to seven of the 14 community 
boards in Queens, and to an-
other one in Staten Island.  

The city Department of 

Health and Mental Hygiene 
estimated the adult smok-
ing population in the city is 
about 16.1 percent, up from 
just 14 percent in 2010. 

Currently, there are no 
laws preventing apartment 
owners and landlords from 
adopting a smoke-free prac-
tice, according to the New 
York City Coalition for a 
Smoke-free City.

Konigsberg knows he is 
in the middle of an uphill 
battle, but recently his prop-
osition was passed by Com-
munity Board 7 in Flushing 
and Community Board 11 
in Bayside. The approval is 
non-bidding.

He also spoke at CB 6 in 

Forest Hills, CB 8 in Hollis, 
CB 9 in Kew Gardens, CB10 
in South Ozone Park and  
CB13 in Queens Village. 
By next March, he expects 
to complete his Queens 
community boards round. 
“Some community boards 
find the proposal very con-
troversial,” he said.   

The resolution adopted 
by CB 7 and CB 11 “provided 
me with great encourage-
ment to continue the fight,” 
Konigbsberg said.

He hopes his efforts will 
pay off citywide. 

“The idea is one day to 
have the City Council ap-
prove a law for smoke-free 
housing” he said. 

Continued from Page 1 

Smoke-free

Continued from Page 1 

Swans

A proposal circulating among Queens community boards would 
prohibit people from smoking in their apartments.  AP/Dave Martin

VISIT US AT WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM
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BY BILL PARRY
 

Contrary to a published report, 
the project to expand the 82nd 
Street Business Improvement Dis-
trict from Jackson Heights into 
Corona is not on hold but moving 
forward. 

The BID’s new executive direc-
tor, Leslie Ramos, is concerned 
that some business owners and 
residents might be tearing up 
their ballots as a result of word on 
the street since the online article 
appeared just prior to Christmas.

DNAinfo reported that the 
82nd Street Partnership  plan “is 
temporarily on hold”  and “the 
process has been postponed” until 
the new year.

“The voting has never been 
closed and that’s something that’s 
very important for stakeholders to 
know,” Ramos said. “The process 
is not on hold. We were just slowed 
by events like our Christmas tree 
lighting and Small Business Sat-
urday. We’ve never been on hold 
and the ballots are still being ac-
cepted.  In fact, they can call and 
we’ll go and pick them up because 
at the end of the day this is some-

thing the neighborhood wants and 
we’re moving forward.”

Ramos, a longtime member of 
the Bloomberg administration, 
took the position in October after 
Executive Director Seth Taylor’s 
surprise departure to assume the 
leadership of a BID in Manhattan.

She inherited a controversial 
proposal that would expand the 
business district from 82nd Street 
along Roosevelt Avenue to 104th 

Street and include Junction Boule-
vard to 45th Avenue.

The project has created a for-
midable opposition of anti-gentri-
fication groups among small busi-
ness owners and vendors along 
Roosevelt Avenue.

 “That’s one of the reasons I 
came here,” Ramos said. “I’m very 
passionate about moving this proj-
ect forward because we can’t have 
the city grow and flourish while 

leaving these neighborhoods be-
hind. I took this to make sure we 
have a strong business district in 
a community of color, especially 
a Latino community. We deserve 
a neighborhood as nice as any 
other.”

The 43-year-old Ramos began 
her career at the City Office of 
Management and Budget, where 
she was in charge of overseeing all 
agencies responsible for the eco-

nomic prosperity of the city, in-
cluding the Department of Small 
Business Services, the Economic 
Development Corporation and 
the Department of City Planning. 
She went on to serve as executive 
director of the mayor’s Office 
for Industrial and Manufactur-
ing Businesses, and the assistant 
commissioner for finance at the 
Department of Housing Preserva-
tion and Development.

“I only started two months 
ago and I am still catching up on 
administrative business,” Ramos 
said. “This process will take a 
long time as I’m meeting one-on-
one with any business owner that 

wants to. I am pressing ahead on 
this because we need to make sure 
we don’t allow uneven develop-
ment. I’m making my way through 
the community because at the end 
of the day we need a stable, long-
term and sustainable business sec-
tion.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

OVER 1,000 SELECTIONS ON WINES

Jax Hgts BID proposal moves ahead with votes

The 82nd Street Partnership moves forward with its proposed expansion from Jackson Heights into Corona. 
Courtesy of 82nd Street BID
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Demolition at the site 
began this summer and is 
now almost complete. Only 
a couple of small buildings 
remain facing Jackson Ave-
nue. Now it is remembered 
by the National Trust, a 
Wahington-based organi-
zation that provides sup-
port and encouragement 
for grassroots preservation 
efforts.

5Pointz is joined on the 
lost list by Oak Flats in 
Arizona, 2,400 acres of pub-
lic land that has cultural 
and historic significance 
to many native American 
tribes in the region. The 
Woolworth Building, where 
the first sit-in protest took 
place against segregation 
in New Orleans took place, 
the Mummers Theater in 
Oklahoma and Wheatley 

High School in Texas are 
also on the list.

“There’s a major differ-
ence between those places 
and 5Pointz in that 5Pointz 
is coming back,” Wolkoff 
said. “Just in a different 
form. Bigger, better and 
most importantly safer.”

When the 47-story and 
41-story towers are com-
plete, Wolkoff plans to call 
the complex 5Pointz.  It will 
include 12,000 square feet 
of studio space for the aero-
sol artists to return.

“I’ve been screaming 
it from the rooftop and no-
body believes me,” Wolkoff 
said. “The artists will be 
back because their canvas 
will be back. It’s not gone, 
goodbye like those other 
places.”

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

5Pointz
and business and commu-
nity leaders called on the 
city Department of Trans-
portation to push the de-
velopers — Flushing-based 
F&T Group, the Rockefell-
er Group, AECOM Capital 
and Mount Kellett Capi-
tal Management LP — to 
hire traffic control agents 
to manage traffic in the 
area and come up with a 
solution to protect pedes-
trians. 

“I think it’s a huge step 
forward by DOT requiring 
the developer to come up 
with traffic control agents 
and install a temporary 
sidewalk,” Avella said. 
“The temporary sidewalk 
has already been done. 
That’s quick action by 
DOT.”

The first phase of , 
which is expected to be 
completed by 2017, will 
open a section of the mu-
nicipal lot as an under-
ground garage is being 
built. It will also consist 
of 150 units of market-rate 
housing and 219,000 square 

feet of commercial space.
The project was tem-

porarily halted during 
the recession, but F&T 
Group, the Rockefeller 
Group, AECOM Capital 
and Mount Kellett Capital 
Management LP entered 
into a partnership and 
were able to get $235 mil-
lion from Starwood Prop-
erty in March to fund the 
first phase of construc-
tion. 

The DOT met with de-
velopment staff, who then 
agreed to hire two more 
trafffic agents and set up 
the  walkway. 

The developers were 
operating under a plan 
the DOT had already ap-
proved, but adjusted their 
original approach at the 
request of the developers.

 The development group 
initially had two flagmen 
directing traffic. 

“They basically asked 
to amend their original ap-
proval of the plan we had in 
place  and we’ve complied,” 
Michael Meyer, president 
of F&T Group, said. 

Meyer said the DOT 
may consider getting rid 
of the seven on-street 

parking spots because the 
pedestrian walkway en-
croaches on one lane of car 
traffic. 

“If it exacerbates the 
very bad traffic conges-
tion we already have here, 
if by doing this the traffic 
becomes worse, my un-
derstanding is DOT said 
they will monitor this and 
consider the elimination 
of the on-street parking,” 
he said.

The DOT said it would 
pay attention to how the 
traffic agents and the 
walkway are affecting 

traffic in the area. 
“DOT has modified per-

mits to allow for the pedes-
trian walkway and pedes-
trian managers,” a DOT 
spokeswoman wrote in an 
email. “DOT will continue 
to monitor the recently 
implemented adjustments 
and to observe that they 
achieve the intended goal 
of enhancing safety.”

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Traffi c

Contact the newsroom: 
718-260-4545

 timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Developers hired two traffic control agents and set up a tempo-
rary pedestrian walkway. Photo by Micahel Shain
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