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BY MADINA TOURE

The Empire Dragon 
Boat Team, which consists 
of 32 breast cancer survi-
vors, is exploring the pos-
sibility of establishing an 
oyster reef on the banks of 
Flushing Bay near LaGuar-
dia Airport. 

The team, which prac-
tices in Flushing Bay, is 
working with the Billion 
Oyster Project, a plan to 
restore 1 billion oysters to 
New York Harbor over the 
next 20 years.  

Oysters are efficient wa-
ter filtering systems, said 
Carmel Fromson, a mem-

ber of the Empire Dragon 
Boat Team. 

“We have this dream of 
doing that in Flushing Bay, 
but it’s really at the begin-
ning stages and we have to 
be very, extremely careful 
to locate it in an area that 
no fishermen can get to,” 
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BY BILL PARRY
 

When retired City Council 
Speaker Peter Vallone, Sr. took his 
seat at former Gov. Mario Cuomo’s 
funeral in Manhattan’s St. Ignatius 
Loyola Church Tuesday, he had a 
revelation. “I thought I was listen-
ing to Mario speak,” he said.

What Vallone heard was an 
emotional 40-minute eulogy deliv-
ered by current Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo, one that captured his father’s 
legacy in Queens as well as his dis-
dain for politics.  

“In general, he disrespected 
politicians and the political sys-
tem,” Cuomo told the hundreds of 
friends, family members and fel-
low lawmakers . “He never studied 
politics or joined a political club. 
He never campaigned for anyone 
and his early life, until his late 30s, 

was all about becoming a lawyer 
and practicing law.” 

And yet, Mario Cuomo, who 
died Jan. 1 at the age of 82, would be 
a three-term governor of New York 
state from 1983-94.

He would become a liberal stan-
dard bearer at a time when Reagan 
conservatism was sweeping the na-
tion. The man who became known 
in the press as “Hamlet on the Hud-
son”  began his storied career as a 
classical political outsider.

The son of Italian immigrants, 
Mario Cuomo grew up in a South 
Jamaica home behind the gro-
cery store his parents ran. After 
his family moved to Holliswood, 
Cuomo graduated from St. John’s 
Prep and after a year at St. John’s 
University he went to play minor 
league baseball in the Pittsburgh 
Pirates organization.

BY BILL PARRY

A retired police officer with 
an impressive resume has sched-
uled a pro-NYPD rally in front of 
Queens Borough Hall Tuesday at 
noon.  It will be the first of a se-
ries of protests in each borough 
that will culminate with a final 
demonstration at City Hall next 
month.

“We’re going to bring out the 
raw police supporter, the true cit-
izens that really care about their 
communities,” said organizer Joe 
Concannon,  a 25-year member of 
the Police Department and a for-
mer captain of Midtown North.  
“Public safety is the cornerstone 
of our civilized society. The po-
lice are a thin blue line that sepa-
rates civilization from chaos. Our 
mayor has been tearing down the 
NYPD consistently over the past 
two years since he was campaign-
ing for mayor. It is now time to 
govern.”

The mayor’s office did not re-
spond to a request for comment.

Concannon, a resident of Bel-
lerose, said the rally was in the 
planning stages ever since the 
anti-police protests began when 
a Staten Island grand jury voted 

BY SARINA TRANGLE

After his first year in office, Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio’s administration touted what it described as a 
complete revamp of the Build it Back program.

City Hall said it exceeded goals outlined this 
summer of cutting 1,500 reimbursement checks 
for Hurricane Sandy recovery work undertaken 

Build It Back goals topped
as Sandy recovery proceeds

The Empire Dragon Boat Team is explor-
ing the possibility of an oyster reef in 
Flushing Bay. Photo by Michael Shain

Pro-cop rally
scheduled for
Borough Hall

Continued on Page 9Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 9 Continued on Page 10

Oysters may clean Flushing Bay 

Mario Cuomo was not supposed to make a political comeback after being de-
feated for mayor by Ed Koch. But on Election Night in 1982, he defied the odds.  

AP

Gov remembered at Manhattan funeral

Son says Cuomo 
took great pride 
in Queens roots
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 
761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777

Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com
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BY BILL PARRY

The Long Island City Partner-
ship, the non-profit local develop-
ment corporation that has played 
a key role in the transformation 
of the neighborhood, has been 
awarded a $100,000 grant to cre-
ate a plan for the future. The New 
York City Regional Economic 
Development Council is making 
the investment to fund a roadmap 
that would bolster economic pro-
ductivity, help resident overcome 
barriers to economic opportuni-
ties, and strengthen social and 
physical infrastructure by work-
ing with local and regional stake-
holders.

“Currently experiencing a pe-
riod of explosive transformation, 
much of it 30 years in the making, 
Long Island City is now ready for 
its own comprehensive look as a 
matter of citywide urgency and as 
a regional priority,” LIC Partner-
ship President Elizabeth Lusskin 

said. “Funding for this study will 
allow us to work to set a vision 
and priorities consonant with the 
neighborhood’s goals. We hope to 
guide city, state and federal ac-
tion based upon an in-depth stud-
ied assessment of the facts and 
current conditions.”

  She pointed out that “prior 
sector-based or geographic-based 
efforts, such as the Western 
Queens Transportation, Tech 
Zone, and Civic Action studies, 
will be aggregated with new in-
formation to inform and drive 
demand for a roster of action-ori-

ented solutions.”
Funds from the grant, which 

are being provided by Empire 
State Development, the state’s 
chief economic development 
agency, will leverage public and 
private support to create a pool of 
resources to produce the study. 

“Our goal in supporting this 
study is to help Long Island City 
identify key areas that will spur 
economic growth and strengthen 
the local community,” NYCREDC 
Executive Director Joe Tazewell 
said. “The comprehensive plan 
resulting from the study will gen-
erate economic opportunities and 
engage in key local stakeholders 
to ensure that this booming New 
York City business district con-
tinues to thrive.”

In recent years LIC has seen of-
fice development, an influx of res-
idential and hotel development, 
an increase in cultural activity 
and a resurgence in the industrial 
sector, all of which have changed 

the dynamic of the neighborhood. 
The Cornell Tech campus, which 
is coming to Roosevelt Island in 
the next couple of years, will look 
to LIC for services and space for 
its entrepreneurial spin-offs.

Several elected officials sup-
ported the grant on behalf of the 
LIC Partnership. 

“Long Island City is one of 
New York’s most exciting neigh-
borhoods,” state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) said. “I look 
forward to working with every-
one who loves Long Island City to 
ensure our community continues 
to grow in a responsible way.”

Borough President Melinda 
Katz said the plan would make 
the neighborhood “an even more 
attractive area for residents, visi-
tors and business owners.” 

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4538.

BY MADINA TOURE

The parents of a 3-year-old girl 
killed by an SUV joined lawmak-
ers, members of Families for Safe 
Streets and Flushing residents to 
honor their daughter and 249 oth-
er victims of traffic violence at a 
vigil Tuesday night. 

Organizers laid out candles 
forming the number “250” to rep-
resent the number of pedestrians 
who died as a result of reckless 
drivers in 2014. They called for 
a new state Department of Mo-
tor Vehicles commissioner who 
would better address the issue 
of pedestrian safety and reckless 
driving. 

Hsi-Pei Liao and Amy Tam-Li-
ao, parents of Allison Liao, 3, who 
was hit by an SUV while crossing 
Main Street and Cherry Avenue 
with her grandmother on Oct. 6, 
2013, spoke at the vigil. The Liao 
family started Families for Safe 
Streets, an advocacy group that 
fights against reckless driving. 

Abu-Zayedeha stayed at the 
scene of the crash. No criminal 
charges were filed against him, 
and his blood content level was 
below the legal limit. The Liaos 
learned of the dismissal  while 
examining a lawsuit they filed 
against Abu-Zayedeha in Brook-

lyn Supreme Court.
“Traffic violence is an epidem-

ic that must be addressed imme-
diately,” Liao said. “It is hard to 
put into words how we have coped 
over the last 15 months.”

Tam-Liao, said many drivers 
are inconsiderate of pedestrians. 

“Most drivers exercise due 
caution when on the road, but a 

few are aggressive and selfish, 
putting his or her needs above 
the safety of others like speeding, 
failure to yield, even bullying 
pedestrians with their vehicles,” 
Tam-Liao said. 

On Tuesday, a judge for the 
state Department of Motor Ve-
hicles tabled the decision on 
whether to suspend or revoke the 

driver’s license of Ahmad Abu-
Zayedeha, the driver who killed 
Allison Liao.

At the hearing, a video de-
picted the accident. Abu-Zayedeh 
declined to speak and refused 
to watch the video, according to 
Cristina Furlong, co-founder of 
advocacy group Make Queens 
Safer.

At the end of the testimony, 
the lawyer for Abu-Zayedeh asked 
if he could submit Abu-Zayedeh’s 
New York license, which he has 
had since 2009, Furlong explained. 
Steve Vaccaro, the family’s attor-
ney, asked for Abu-Zayedeh’s New 
Jersey license to be used to deter-
mine whether or not his license 
should be suspended or revoked, 
but the judge chose to use the New 
York license. 

“In his initial police report 
statement, he said that Allison let 
go of her grandmother’s hand and 
she did not, and that’s very clear 
in the video that was taken,” Fur-
long said. 

In November, a DMV judge 
threw out tickets for “Failing to 
Use Due Care” and “Failing to 
Yield to a Pedestrian” issued to 
Abu-Zayedeha shortly after the 
accident.

Vaccaro criticized the DMV 
and city agencies for complicat-

ing the process and praised the 
growing movement by politicians 
and residents. 

“We are coming together as 
a movement to get people to stop 
and pay attention,” Vaccaro said. 

Amy Cohen, co-founder of 
Families for Safe Streets, who lost 
her son, Sammy Cohen Epstein, 
12, two days after Allison Liao 
was hit, read out five changes that 
Families for Safe Streets would 
like to see implemented.

The changes include manda-
tory license suspension for driv-
ers convicted of serious driving 
infractions; a mandatory traf-
fic safety hearing for all drivers 
charged with a traffic infraction 
or a criminal misdemeanor; high-
er accountability for commercial 
drivers; publicly accessible notice 
of safety hearings; and public re-
lease of safety hearing informa-
tion. 

“That’s not too much to ask,” 
Cohen said. “If you kill someone, 
you should not have a license to 
drive in New York City.”

City Councilman Mark We-
prin (D-Oakland Gardens) said 
that new laws now require con-
victions for reckless drivers. 

“He could go to jail for that in-
stead of having a ticket dismissed 
in 47 seconds,” Weprin said. 

A vigil on Main Street and Cherry Avenue honored 250 victims of traffic vio-
lence. Photo by Madina Toure

 Vigil held for tot killed in Flushing crash

LIC Partnership is awarded $100,000 for its first-ever neighborhood study that 
will produce a comprehensive plan for its future. Photo by Bill Parry

 LIC lands grant to draw up plan for booming nabe
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BY MADINA TOURE

A video broadcast by 
CBS New York showing an 
alleged assault of a Korean 
senior by a McDonald’s at 
the end of December has 
prompted a boycott and 
calls for action from Kore-
an-American community 
groups.

In the video, Korean 
patron James Jin Kim is 
allegedly seen trying to re-
cord an employee who he 
said refused to serve him at 
the McDonald’s Feb. 16. The 
employee is seen coming at 
him 30 seconds later with 
what looked like a broom, 
swinging the broom around 
and using it to smack the 
phone out of Kim’s hand. 
His attorney, Christine Bae, 
is suing McDonald’s for $10 
million, according to CBS 
New York. 

Christine Colligan, co-
president of the Korean 
American Parents Asso-
ciation, organized a boy-
cott of the McDonald’s on 
40-18 Main St. in downtown 
Flushing  Dec. 29. The Ko-
rean American Associa-
tion of Queens, the Korean 
American United Seniors 
Boaters Association and 
Sarangpang (Living Room 
in Korean), an organiza-
tion founded in response to 
a McDonald’s at Northern 
and Parson Boulevards call-
ing the police on a group of 
seniors congregating at the 
restaurant in January, also 
participated. 

The boycott was held 
about 10 feet from the res-
taurant. The participants 
gathered around peacefully 
and held a news conference 
at which they stated their 
demands in Korean and 
English and why they were 
boycotting the business on 
40-18 Main St.  

The boycotters only 
learned of the incident Dec. 
28, when a video was re-
leased showing the alleged 
assault, Colligan said. 

“He should have solved 
the problem for the custom-
er --- not come out and hit,” 
Colligan said. “That’s like 
a weapon against a vulner-

able senior citizen and espe-
cially to the customer and 
we cannot believe that it 
happened right in the heart 
of Flushing.”

She called on the McDon-
ald’s Corporation to provide 
its employees with cultural 
sensitivity training and 
said her organization would 
write a letter to the corpora-
tion. 

The employee, Rooshi 
Sajjad, 50, was arrested 
and charged with criminal 
possession of a weapon, at-
tempted assault and harass-
ment, according to a crimi-
nal complaint from Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown’s office.

Sajjad pleaded guilty and 
received an adjournment in 
contemplation of dismiss-
al Aug. 6, according to a 
Queens DA spokeswoman. 
The adjournment will go 
into effect Feb. 5 as long as 
Sajjad has not been arrested 
again.  

Between 4:30 p.m. and 
5 p.m., Sajjad allegedly 
walked around the coun-
ter during a verbal dispute 
with Kim, said “No video 
taping,” picked up a mop 

and hit Kim’s right hand 
with the mop, causing sig-
nificant pain to his right 
hand, the complaint said.

Kim’s lawyer called the 
incident “egregious” and 
noted the presence of chil-
dren at the time of the as-
sault.

“If you see the video, 
three minutes after the as-
sault, you see children leav-
ing the McDonald’s and so 
to have this type of assault 
take place in front of our 
children I think is much 
more egregious than any-
thing else,” Bae said.

She said the lawsuit, filed 
in State Supreme Court in 
Queens in April, according 
to the New York Times, is 
currently in the discovery 
stage, which involves each 
side asking questions and 
requesting documents or 
information concerning the 
case.

Bae said Kim does not 
want to speak with media 
outlets.

Luigi Solimeo, McDon-
ald’s franchisee, said the 
company cannot speak on 
the matter given that it is 
pending litigation.

Korean American community groups picket McDonald’s on 
Main Street urging customers to boycott it. 

Photo Courtesy Christine Colligan

Assault sparks boycott
of McD’s in Flushing
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BY JUAN SOTO
 
Jamaica Bay is taking a breath-

er from the daily intake of nitro-
gen discharged into its waters.

The completion of a $83 million 
project upgrade to the Jamaica 
Wastewater Treatment Plant has 
resulted in nitrogen reduction in 
the 31-square-mile body of water, 
which means a cleaner and more 
ecologically sound bay. 

The new technology installed 
at the plant “is part of our com-
mitment to improving water 
quality, protecting the bay as a 
premier wildlife refugee and con-
tinuing the critically important 
work to bring back a healthier 
bay for generations to come,” said 
Emily Lloyd, commissioner for 
the Department of Environmental 
Protection.

Nitrogen reduces levels of oxy-
gen in the water, degrading “the 
overall ecology and promoting 
excessive algae growth,” DEP of-
ficials said. 

According to the DEP, the sys-

tem upgrade reduces about 6,500 
pounds of nitrogen that goes into 
the bay per day. 

“Jamaica Bay is one of the city’s 
most diverse natural resources 
and protecting it is a top priority,” 

Lloyd said. 
Large amounts of nitrogen 

have caused water quality prob-
lems, although they posed no 
threat to human health.

Jamaica Bay Ecowatchers, a 
nonprofit dedicated to the protec-
tion and preservation of the eco-
system of the bay, welcomed the 
completion of the project. 

“We are extremely pleased to 
report that we are already noticing 
significant reductions in harmful 
algae blooms and increases in dis-
solved oxygen and water clarity 
due to the activations of this new 
technology,” said Daniel Mundy, 
of Jamaica Bay Ecowatchers.

The New York City Audubon, 
an environmental nonprofit, said 
about 40,000 pounds of nitrogen 
are discharged daily in the bay 
from four city sewage plants.

The Jamaica Waterwaste 
Treatment Plant was built in 1903 
and upgraded in the 1940s. The 
plant treats 100 million gallons of 
wasterwater per day from about 
728,000 southeast Queens resi-

dents. 
The DEP is investing $187 mil-

lion in projects to reduce nitrogen 
discharges from these four waste-
water treatments plants by 50 per-
cent in the next 10 years on the 
bay, a diverse ecological resource 
with open water, salt marshes, 
coastal woodlands, grasslands, 
325 species of birds, reptiles and 
amphibians. 

“Jamaica Bay is an outstanding 
natural resource that is accessible 
to millions of New Yorkers,” said 
Joe Martens, commissioner for 
the state Department of Environ-
mental Conservation. The work 
to reduce nitrogen is “another gi-
ant step toward restoration and 
protection of Jamaica Bay and its 
watershed,” he said.

State Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman noted that “clean 
and safer waterways benefit the 
quality of life of all New York-
ers... [The upgrade] will protect 
the bay’s precious and natural re-
sources.”

An upgrade at a Jamaica wastewater treatment plant is reducing the amount of 
nitrogen pollution the city is discharging into Jamaica Bay. Photo courtesy DEP

Jamaica Bay’s big project brings cleaner waters
City DEP completes $83M project at wastewater plant to reduce nitrogen fl ow into water  
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BY JUAN SOTO

The war is far from 
over for a St. Albans com-
munity fighting against 
one of its churches and 
now the battle has moved 
to the courtroom.

The St. Albans Civic 
Improvement Association 
filed an appeal against the 
decision by the city Board 
of Standards and Appeals 
to allow a five-story, af-
fordable housing build-
ing to be constructed on 
Farmers Boulevard.

 St. Albans Presby-
terian Church owns the 
property.

“We just feel the city 
did not take into consid-
eration anything we said 
about the project,” said 
Karen Plummer, presi-
dent of the association. 
“The ruling by the Board 
of Standards and Appeal 
was just arbitrary.”

The appeal was filed in 
the Second Division Appel-
late Court.  

The 67-unit building 
of one- and two-bedroom 
apartments “is not compat-
ible with the community 
and not compatible with 
the zoning in the area,” 
said Sharon Johnson, of 
the civic association. 

The developers, includ-
ing St. Albans Presbyte-
rian Church, want to erect 
the structure on two empty 
lots  the church owns on 

Farmers Boulevard be-
tween 118th and 119th av-
enues. 

The court battle is ex-
pected to be long and ex-
pensive. Both sides head 
back to court Jan. 28. The 
association will soon hire 
an attorney to handle the 
case. 

“We are committed to 
having the church and the 
developer scale down the 
project,” Johnson said. 
“We are planning to take 
this all the way.”

To help pay for the legal 
costs, the association will 
hold a fund-raiser Jan. 23 
at the Linden House, locat-

ed at 200-19 Linden Blvd.   
The association is ask-

ing for $20 donations at 
the fund-raiser, which will 
open its door from 7 p.m. to 
11 p.m. 

“No donation is too big 
or too small. All the funds 
will go towards paying 
for the legal costs,” John-
son added. “This will also 
show the city that we are a 
united front.”

The BSA gave thumbs 
up to the variances needed 
to construct the build-
ing in an area zoned for 
low-residential units and 
characterized by having 
one- and two-story homes 

and small stores along 
Farmers Boulevard. The 
variances needed to move 
forward with the project 
include maximum building 
height, maximum dwelling 
unit and minimum park-
ing. The 65,000-square-
foot complex will house a 
community center on its 
ground floor. 

Residents noted that be-
sides traffic concerns, the 
new neighbors would have 
a negative impact on PS 15, 
PS 16 and IS 59 because the 
schools are already filled 
to its capacity. 
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BY MADINA TOURE

Developer JK Equities 
will start building condos at 
the RKO Keith’s Theater in 
downtown Flushing within 
the next few months.

The developer is con-
structing a 16-story mixed-
used building at the former 
theater on 135-35 Northern 
Blvd., with 270 condomin-
ium units and a parking 
garage with about 300 park-
ing spots. The building will 
also include roughly 40,000 
square feet of commercial 
space, 16,000 square feet of 
which will house a commu-
nity facility. 

Construction will take 
anywhere from 24 to 30 
months, said Jerry Karlik, 
one of the principal owners 
of Flushing Square Realty 
LLC, the property’s title 
holder. Karlik is also head 
of JK Equities. They plan to 
start work within the next 
few months.

“We are the first owners 
to actually file for building 
permit and we’re going to 
build this building with 
the help and support of the 
community,” Karlik said. 
“We’re building exactly 
what has been approved by 
BSA (Board of Standards 
and Appeals).”

Karlik said the land-
marked portions of the 
theater — the ticket booth 
and the grand foyer — will 
be renovated and brought 
back to their original state. 
They will serve as the lobby 
into the residential portion 
of the condominium build-

ing.
The theater has been 

vacant for more than 20 
years and has been taken 
over by numerous develop-
ers, including the notori-
ous Thomas Huang. Karlik 
— who grew up in Flushing 
and attended the theater in 
his teenage years — bought 
the theater for $30 million 
from Patrick Thompson, 
who was going to develop 
the property but ended up 
having financial problems.

Thompson bought the 
property for $20 million in 
2010 and planned to build 
357 rental units, 17,000 
square feet of retail space 
and a community facility 
for seniors.

Karlik and Thompson 
discussed the property for 
years, but Karlik finally 
decided to pursue his plan 
as he noticed how fast the 
Flushing’s residential mar-
ket was growing. He used 
Thompson’s proposal for the 
building but opted to build 
condos instead of rental 
apartments and brought 
the number of units down 
to 270.

Condo construction
near at RKO Keith’s 

 St. Albans fi ghts church
Civic group opposes affordable housing at two sites

St. Albans neighbors will hold a fund-raiser to help pay for the legal battle fees against one of the 
community churches and the developer, which plan to erect a five-story building in two empty lots 
along Farmers Boulevard. Photo courtesy Sharon Johnson

Developers will start building 
condos at RKO Keith's Theater 
within the next few months. www.Timesledger.com
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A federal appeals court 
dismissed the lawsuit filed 
by the Eastern Queens Alli-
ance, a nonprofit represent-
ing thousands of borough 
residents, seeking to stop 
the runway expansion at 
Kennedy Airport

“We lost the appeal,” 
Clyde Vanel, the attorney 
for the civic group, said 
Wednesday.

During oral arguments, 
Vanel had asked the three-
judge panel of the Second 
Circuit Court of Appeals in 
Manhattan to order the Fed-
eral Aviation Administra-
tion to complete an environ-
mental study to determine 
if the expansion would have 
a significant impact on the 
residents who live in the 
area.

But the court dismissed 
the lawsuit.

Now the Eastern Queens 
group is considering taking 
the case to the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 

“It’s early to know if we 
will appeal the decision 
to the Supreme Court,” he 
said. 

The ruling clears the 
airport to move on with the 
project, an expansion that 
consists of adding 728 feet to 
the tarmac from the current 
11,351 feet to 12,079. The run-
way would be about 600 feet 
closer to the community, af-
fecting Springfield Gardens 
and Rosedale.

The project, which will 
cost $292 million, also in-
cludes widening the run-
way 4L/22R and replacing 
the existing asphalt and 
constructing high-speed 
taxiways. The work would 
allow for landing planes to 
exit the runway faster and 
with a bigger runway, the 
international airport can 
accommodate larger planes, 
including Airbus 380, the 
double-decker passenger 
aircraft. 

Days after the federal 
appeals court’s ruling, the 
civic association began ask-
ing borough residents to 
sign a petition calling on 
the Obama administration 
to propose a revision of the 
Federal Aviation Author-
ity’s noise standards. 

The petition asks Con-
gress and the FAA “to re-

visit the FAA’s health and 
safety standards for noise 
exposure in light of tech-
nological and scientific ad-
vancement and discovery.” 

It pointed out that com-
munities in eastern Queens 
and “airport-adjacent com-
munities across the nation 
are overburdened and it 
isn’t fair.”

According to the East-
ern Queens Alliance, a fed-
eration of civic associations 
from southeast Queens, 
studies have shown that 
people living within a 6-mile 
radius of an airport “may be 
at risk of dying prematurely 
from an environmental car-
cinogen, such as chemicals 
associated with airports.”

The group said that us-
ing the 65 Day-Night Noise 
Level as the threshold for 
noise pollution “is outdated 
and that significant health 
effects can be attained at ex-
posure above 55.”

Reach reporter Juan Soto 
by e-mail at jsoto@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

After losing its latest appeal, a Queens group has only one last chance to stop a runway expansion at 
JFK Airport, the U.S. Supreme Court.  AP /Mark Lennihan

Civic loses court battle
to stop JFK expansion
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BY BILL PARRY

Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic 
Church, the anchor for more than 
12,000 parishioners in Corona, 
sustained serious damage after 
a fire tore through the balcony 
and spread through the facade 
and roof early Sunday morning. 
All eight masses for Sunday were 
canceled while Monsignor Thom-
as Healy greeted worshipers out-
side his church that has been his 
home for the last 25 years.

“This is their house that just 
burned down,” the pastor said. 
The church is closed indefinitely 
while reconstruction begins. 
Crews were already removing de-
bris Monday morning.

Our Lady of Sorrows Catho-
lic Academy next door was also 
closed Monday because there was 
no electricity but classes resumed 
Tuesday. FDNY officials say the 
two-alarm blaze began with wir-
ing problems in the organ’s pipe 
tower and took more than 100 
firefighters two hours to bring it 
under control. There were no re-
ported injuries.

Monsignor Healy did not re-
turn messages, with a church of-
ficial saying, “He’s too distraught. 
He’s trying to stay strong for his 
parishioners.”

Our Lady of Sorrows Church 
has been an integral part of the 

neighborhood since it was built in 
1900. 

“It’s a sad start to the new year 
for the people in Corona, but we’re 
relieved that no one was hurt in 

the fire,” City Councilwoman Ju-
lissa Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst) 
said. “The church is an anchor 
in our community of immigrants 
and business owners - it’s a place 

where so many go for fortitude 
and direction.”

The church has such a large for-
eign-born community that Mayor 
Bill de Blasio came to Our Lady 
of Sorrows in November when 
he signed two bills into law that 
dramatically reduced New York 
City’s cooperation with U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement 
on detentions and deportations of 
undocumented immigrants.

“We’re here to support Father 
Healy as they repair the dam-

age and hope they can open their 
doors very soon,” Ferraras said.

A church official said a fund 
has been set up for donors who 
wish to help with the cost of re-
construction. Checks can be made 
out to Our Lady of Sorrows Res-
toration Fund and mailed to the 
church at 104-11 37th Avenue. Co-
rona, NY, 11368.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

The fire that struck Corona’s Our Lady of Sorrows church just before the first mass 
Sunday was so intense it destroyed a large section of the roof (l.) visible through 
the rose window. Above, Father Thomas Healy (c.), pastor of the church for 23 
years, was in tears when he saw the damage. Parishioners, who had gathered 
across the street, tried to comfort him.    Photos by Michael Shain and Ellis Kaplan

Blaze shuts down Our Lady of Sorrows Church
Fire in organ wires spreads to roof quickly as large house of worship closes indefi nitely

Jamaica’s CB 12 wants the city to stop building homeless shelters 
in the area. The board says 10 of the 18 shelters in the borough are 
in its district.

CB 12 to city: No more shelters in Jamaica area
BY JUAN SOTO

Southeast Queens hous-
es more than its fair share 
of homeless shelters.

Out of at least 18 shel-
ters in the borough, ten 
are located within the area 
served by Community 
Board 12, which covers Ja-
maica, South Jamaica, Hol-
lis, St. Albans, South Ozone 
Park and Springfield Gar-
dens. 

Because of what it called 
“unfair and excessive con-
centration” of shelters in 
the district, CB 12 passed 
a resolution asking the city 
to stop building shelters in 
Jamaica and surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

Although the board said 

it is “sympathetic to the 
needs of those desirous of 
residence in safe, comfort-
able housing,” it asked the 
Department of Homeless 
Services to “adopt a policy 
regarding equitable distri-
bution of problem popula-
tions.”

CB 12 requested “a 
moratorium on any further 
building or expansion of 
homeless and other prob-
lem facilities.”

A spokesman for DHS 
said the agency will take 
into consideration the re-
quest by the community 
board. 

“Our city faces real 
challenges to temporar-
ily house homeless families 
and individuals,” he said. 

“Though Queens does have 
considerably fewer shelters 
than the other boroughs, 
we hear the concerns of 
the community and look 
forward to continuing our 
partnership.”

CB 12 said that about 30 
percent of the shelters in 
its district are located in 
downtown Jamaica.

The request comes at a 
time when several neigh-
borhoods in Queens are 
rejecting plans by DHS to 
build more shelters.

The city agency insisted 
the expansion of the shel-
ter system is necessary be-
cause the number of people 
entering the shelters “con-
tinues to exceed” the num-
ber of available spaces.

City Councilman Dono-
van Richards (D-Laurelton) 
said he supports the CB 12 
resolution.

“I stand in full support... 
to formally request an end 
to the saturation of south-
east Queens with transient 
housing facilities,” Dono-
van said.

Richards noted, “This 
glaring imbalance in the 
placement of shelters in this 
community and through-
out the rest of Queens must 
be addressed.”

He urged the city to 
provide resources in order 
to assist “individuals cur-
rently in the system transi-
tion to permanent housing 
and self-sufficiency.”
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The year was 1952. Cuo-
mo received a $2,000 signing 
bonus to play outfield but he 
was hit by a pitch, The in-
jury ended his baseball dal-
liance and sent him back to 
Queens.

 Back to St. John’s Uni-
versity and then St. John’s 
Law School. As an attorney, 
Cuomo represented a group 
of Corona homeowners 
whose homes were being 
condemned by the City to 
build a ball field. 

“They were poor, work-
ing families and they 
couldn’t possibly fight City 
Hall,” Andrew Cuomo said. 
“He took on their cause 
to right the injustice that 
he saw. Central to under-
standing Mario Cuomo 
is that Mario Cuomo was 
from Queens.”

It was a stand that still 
reverberates today. 

“The former governor 
will always hold a special 
place in the hearts of Coro-
na residents, like myself,” 
state Assemblyman Fran-
cisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights) said. “Always a 
champion of immigrants 

and low- and middle-in-
come New Yorkers, Gov. 
Mario Cuomo got his start 
in public service by pro-
tecting dozens of Corona 
families from eviction.”

Andrew Cuomo ex-
plained that his father’s 
identity was deeply rooted 
in Queens.

 “Mario Cuomo’s birth-
mark from the outer bor-
ough was deep and he wore 
it with pride,” he said. “He 
had a natural connection 
with the outside looking 
in, the person fighting for 
inclusion, the underdog, 
the minority, the disen-
franchised, the poor. He 
was always the son of an 
immigrant. He was always 
an outsider and that was 
his edge.”

Mario Cuomo fell short 
in the race for mayor 
against Ed Koch in 1977. 
But he went on to defeat 
Koch in a race for governor, 
despite long odds in 1982. 
During his 12-year stay in 
the Governor’s Mansion, 
Cuomo remained closely 
tied to his borough.

“When he first ran for 
governor, he was an out-
sider, not part of the Dem-
ocratic machine,”  said 

Ann Jawin, the founder 
of Queens’ Center for the 
Women of New York.“He re-
ally depended on the grass-
roots neighborhood groups 
in Queens, people like Saul 
Weprin.”

City Councilman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens), the son of the late 
Assembly Speaker Saul 
Weprin, said about Cuomo: 
“He stuck to his principles, 
even when he knew they 
were unpopular. He was 
opposed to the death pen-
alty, even though it was 
wildly popular in the 1970s. 
He had a way of speaking 
from his heart directly into 
yours, and that is a unique 
talent in this business.”

So unique that his soar-
ing oratory became his 
legacy not just nationally 
but around the world.  Dur-
ing the 1984 Democratic 
Convention, Cuomo deliv-
ered a keynote address that 
debunked the myth of Rea-
gan’s America.

“There are people who 
sleep in the city streets, in 
the gutter, where the glit-
ter doesn’t show,” Cuomo 
said. “There is despair, Mr. 
President, in the faces you 
don’t see, in the places you 

don’t visit in your shining 
city.”

The speech catapulted 
him into the national con-
versation as a potential 
presidential candidate, but 
Cuomo never ran.

During his eulogy, An-
drew Cuomo shared his 
father’s secret to speech-
crafting: It had nothing to 
do with an audience’s reac-
tion.

“He said, ‘Who cares 
about what an audience 
wants to hear? It’s not 
about what they want to 
hear, it’s about what you 
need to say,’” Andrew Cuo-
mo recalled. “And that, my 
friends, was the essence of 
Mario Cuomo. He was not 
interested in pleasing the 
audience: not in a speech, 
not in life. He believed 
what he believed and the 
reaction of the audience or 
the powers that be, or the 
popularity of his belief was 
irrelevant to him. Mario 
Cuomo was at peace with 
who he was and how he saw 
the world. This gave him 
great strength and made 
him anything but a typical 
politician.”

Continued from Page 1 

Funeral
by landlords and of begin-
ning construction work on 
1,000 homes by 2015. 

As of Dec. 31, the admin-
istration said reconstruc-
tion had gotten under way 
at 1,002 homes and 2,104 
reimbursement checks had 
been mailed.

In Queens,  9,132 single-
family properties have 
pending Build it Back ap-
plications, 3,852 have had 
damage assessed and been 
given program options and 
2,033 have selected a path, 
including the 708 who have 
received reimbursement 
checks and the 330 where 
rebuilding has begun, ac-
cording to the city’s Sandy 
Funding Tracking tool. As 
of Monday, 97 homes had 
construction completed.

Progress appears to be a 
bit slower on multi-family 
homes. The Sandy Funding 
Tracker said Build it Back 
has received 162 such appli-
cations in Queens, complet-
ed inspections at 94, started 
construction on three sites 
and approved a dozen re-
imbursement checks, as of 
Monday.

Amy Peterson, direc-
tor of the Mayor’s Office of 
Housing Recovery, noted 
the initiative, which was 
started under former May-
or Michael Bloomberg to as-
sist homeowners, landlords 
and renters affected by the 
2012 storm, had not broken 
ground on any homes be-
fore de Blasio assumed the 
mayorship.

“Since Mayor de Bla-
sio overhauled Build it 
Back, homeowners have 
seen increased flexibility, 
improved communication 
and – most importantly – 
real results,” Peterson said 
in a statement. “In 2015, 
we’re going to build on that 
progress by dramatically 
expanding design and con-
struction capacity to en-
sure that every homeowner 
gets the relief they need.”

Faith in New York, 
which helped start the Al-
liance for a Just Rebuilding 
and packed more than 1,000 
people into Greater Allen 
A.M.E. Cathedral in Jamai-
ca this summer to demand 
changes to the administra-
tion’s Sandy efforts, said 
most of its requests had 
been fulfilled.

Continued from Page 1 

Build



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
JA

N. 
11,

 2
01

5
10

not to indict an NYPD offi-
cer in the choke-hold death 
of Eric Gardner. 

“What these guys did on 
Staten Island looked bad, 
but they were doing their 
jobs,” Concannon said. 
“You can’t paint law en-
forcement across the coun-
try as out of control.”

Concannon, who has 
run for the state Senate 
among the offices,  doesn’t 
just point his finger at the 
mayor. 

“The City Council and 
many elected officials have 
praised and supported the 
divisive anti-police protests 
which have led to violence, 
riots, assaults on police 
and the assassination of 
two of New York’s Finest,” 
he said in an interview. 
“The silence from our po-
litically elected officials is 
deafening when it comes to 
supporting the police. Not 
one elected official has the 
nerve to call the adminis-
tration’s actions misguided. 

Not one person has stood up 
and said, wait a minute, Mr. 
Mayor.”

Concannon emphasized 
that the Borough Hall rally 
will be nonpartisan, a non-
political grassroots event 
that he expects to be attend-
ed by 500 to 1,000 members 
of Queens civic associations 
and ethnic, religious, veter-
ans, business, political and 
fraternal organizations.

Concannon worked for 
the Giuliani administra-
tion as the deputy direc-
tor of public safety. “We 
haven’t invited Mayor Giu-
liani because we don’t want 
to politicize this,” he said.  
“However, we might invite 
him to another rally down 
the road.”

He is also a staunch ally 
of Police Benevolent Associ-
ation President Pat Lynch, 
who has come under scru-
tiny over his handling of 
the current crisis between 
the administration and the 
police rank-and-file.  Lynch 
has said Bill de Blasio “has 
blood on his hands” in the 
assassination of Rafael Ra-
mos and Wenjian Liu in 

Brooklyn.
“He’s on the numbers 

with this because police 
officers are human and 
they have families and they 
have to know the city’s sup-
porting them,” Concannon 
said. “The young cops are 
scared. We pay them $30,000 
a year and put them in the 
worst neighborhoods in the 
city and when something 
goes wrong we treat them 
like a Wall Street banker.”

As for the public pro-
tests that saw thousands of 
officers turn their backs to 
the mayor during the Ra-
mos and Liu funerals, Con-
cannon said, “I don’t think 
they’ve overplayed their 
hand at all and if I were 
still on the force, I’d do the 
same thing. These cops are 
frustrated. They’re afraid 
to pull their guns because 
they know they’ll be vili-
fied.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Fromson said. 
In collaboration with 

Riverkeeper, a watchdog 
organization that works to 
protect the Hudson River 
and its tributaries, and the 
city Department of Parks 
and Recreation, the team 
sponsors an annual Flush-
ing Bay Marina cleanup 
day. 

In its Flushing Creek 
plan, the city Department 
of Environmental Protec-
tion determined that Flush-
ing Creek’s water quality is 
affected by combined sewer 
overflows, or CSOs, which 
is when combined sew-
age — a diluted mixture of 
rainwater, human waste 
and sewage — is released 
into local waterways once 
a sewer system is at full ca-
pacity.

In December 2012, the 
DEP said it would com-
mit to dredging 16.8 acres 
of Flushing Bay along the 
southwest shore adjacent 
to the World’s Fair Marina. 
In May, the DEP started in-
stalling “green infrastruc-
ture,” including curbside 

gardens, throughout the 
area that drains back into 
the bay to reduce sewer 
overflow. The agency also 
planned to install 100 more 
curbside gardens.

Because Flushing Bay 
has three big CSO pipes, 
the bay gets an unusual vol-
ume of sewer water, From-
son explained. 

James Cervino, CB7’s 
environmental chairman, 
who has been working on a 
self-funded project that has 
a permit from the state De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Conservation and the 
city Department of Parks 
and Recreation for the last 
seven years that entails us-
ing alternative energy to 
stimulate the growth and 
immune system of baby 
oysters and naturally oc-
curring oysters, praised 
the work of Riverkeeper 
and the Empire Dragon 
Boat Team.

But he said that it would 
be risky to put oysters in 
contaminated water and 
that the DEP’s method for 
dealing with the pollution 
in Flushing Bay does not 
adequately address the 
waste entering the bay. 

“We’ve got to deal with 

our pollution and green 
roofs and bioswales are 
not going to deal with the 
amount of fecal matter and 
nutrients and bacteria that 
get into the water during 
heavy rainstorms,” Cervi-
no said.  

The untreated liquid 
portion of the fecal matter 
is dumping out into the bay 
because the bay’s sewer 
treatment plants cannot 
contain them, Cervino ex-
plained. 

Citizen scientists from 
the Empire Dragon Boat 
Team, in conjunction with 
Riverkeeper, have conduct-
ed 58 water quality samples 
at the World’s Fair Marina 
location on Flushing Bay 
weekly from May through 
September from 2012 to 
2014 in collaboration with 
the New York City Water 
Trail Association. 

Preliminary results 
suggest that 40 samples, or 
69 percent, did not conform 
to the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s safe swim-
ming guidelines. Exposure 
to pathogens in untreated 
sewage is the main cause 
of illness from recreational 
water. 

Continued from Page 1 
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INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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