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BY SARINA TRANGLE

With fresh faces in the 
jury booth, federal prosecu-
tors and defense attorneys re-
sumed their places in White 
Plains federal court Tuesday, 
gestured toward two Queens 
political figures and recited 
familiar arguments.

Except this time defense at-
torneys for former southeast 
Queens state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith and former Queens 
GOP leader Vincent Tabone 
were quick to seize on the con-
viction of a third co-defendant, 
ex-City Councilman Daniel 
Halloran, whose corruption 
case was severed from theirs 
this summer.

Smith and Tabone success-
fully sought mistrials because 
the government did not hand 
over hours of a wiretap, but 
Halloran’s lawyer continued 
with the trial, citing financial 
strain.

Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Perry Carbone opened the gov-
ernment’s argument by point-
ing at Smith and saying he 
bribed Tabone, who the attor-
ney turned his finger toward 
next.

As a registered Democrat 
looking to avoid a primary 
on the Republican line in the 

BY BILL PARRY
 

When retired City Council Speaker Peter Val-
lone, Sr. took his seat at former Gov. Mario Cuomo’s 
funeral in Manhattan’s St. Ignatius Loyola Church 
Tuesday, he had a revelation. “I thought I was listen-
ing to Mario speak,” he said.

What Vallone heard was an emotional 40-minute 
eulogy delivered by current Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
one that captured his father’s legacy in Queens as 
well as his disdain for politics.  

“In general, he disrespected politicians and 
the political system,” Cuomo told the hundreds of 
friends, family members and fellow lawmakers . “He 
never studied politics or joined a political club. He 
never campaigned for anyone and his early life, un-
til his late 30s, was all about becoming a lawyer and 
practicing law.” 

And yet, Mario Cuomo, who died Jan. 1 at the age 
of 82, would be a three-term governor of New York 
state from 1983-94.

He would become a liberal standard bearer at a 
time when Reagan conservatism was sweeping the 
nation. The man who became known in the press as 
“Hamlet on the Hudson”  began his storied career as 
a classical political outsider.

The son of Italian immigrants, Mario Cuomo 
grew up in a South Jamaica home behind the gro-
cery store his parents ran. After his family moved to 
Holliswood, Cuomo graduated from St. John’s Prep 
and after a year at St. John’s University he went to 
play minor league baseball in the Pittsburgh Pirates 
organization.

The year was 1952. Cuomo received a $2,000 sign-
ing bonus to play outfield but he was hit by a pitch, 
The injury ended his baseball dalliance and sent 
him back to Queens.

 Back to St. John’s University and then St. John’s 
Law School. As an attorney, Cuomo represented a 
group of Corona homeowners whose homes were be-

Continued on Page 5Continued on Page 49
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
The parents of a 3-year-old 

girl killed by an SUV joined 
lawmakers, members of 
Families for Safe Streets and 
Flushing residents to honor 
their daughter and 249 other 
victims of traffic violence at a 

vigil Tuesday night. 
Organizers laid out candles 

forming the number “250” to 
represent the number of pedes-
trians who died as a result of 
reckless drivers in 2014. They 
called for a new state Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles com-
missioner who would better 

address the issue of pedestrian 
safety and reckless driving. 

Hsi-Pei Liao and Amy Tam-
Liao, parents of Allison Liao, 
3, who was hit by an SUV 
while crossing Main Street 
and Cherry Avenue with her 
grandmother on Oct. 6, 2013, 

Continued on Page 10A vigil on Main Street and Cherry Avenue honored 250 victims of traffic 
violence. Photo by Madina Toure

Mario Cuomo was not supposed to make a political comeback after being defeated 
for mayor by Ed Koch. But on Election Night in 1982, he defied the odds. See more 
coverage on Pages 4, 5, 12 and 14.  AP

Ex-Sen. Smith
federal trial
begins again

Vigil held for toddler hit by driver

Mario Cuomo laid to rest
His deep Queens roots rekindle fond memories during son’s eulogy
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BY JUAN SOTO

Southeast Queens houses 
more than its fair share of 
homeless shelters.

Out of at least 18 shelters 
in the borough, ten are locat-
ed within the area served by 
Community Board 12, which 
covers Jamaica, South Jamai-
ca, Hollis, St. Albans, South 
Ozone Park and Springfield 
Gardens. 

Because of what it 
called“unfair and excessive 
concentration” of shelters 
in the district, CB 12 passed 
a resolution asking the city 
to stop building shelters in 
Jamaica and surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

Although the board said it 
is “sympathetic to the needs of 
those desirous of residence in 
safe, comfortable housing,”,it 
asked the Department of 
Homeless Services to “adopt 
a policy regarding equitable 
distribution of problem popu-
lations.”

CB 12 requested “a mora-
torium on any further build-
ing or expansion of homeless 
and other problem facilities.”

A spokesman for DHS said 
the agency will take into con-
sideration the request by the 
community board. 

“Our city faces real chal-

lenges to temporarily house 
homeless families and indi-
viduals,” he said. “Though 
Queens does have consider-
ably fewer shelters than the 
other boroughs, we hear the 
concerns of the community 
and look forward to continu-
ing our partnership.”

CB 12 said that about 30 
percent of the shelters in its 
district are located in down-
town Jamaica.

The request comes at a 
time when several neighbor-
hoods in Queens are reject-
ing plans by DHS to build 
more shelters.

The city agency insisted 
the expansion of the shelter 
system is necessary because 
the number of people enter-
ing the shelters “continues to 
exceed” the number of avail-
able spaces.

City Councilman Dono-
van Richards (D-Laurelton) 
said he supports the CB 12 
resolution.

“I stand in full support... 
to formally request an end to 
the saturation of southeast 
Queens with transient hous-
ing facilities,” Donovan said.

Richards noted, “This 
glaring imbalance in the 
placement of shelters in this 
community and throughout 
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BY JUAN SOTO

The borough was in sync 
with the citywide drop in 
crime registered last year 
compared to 2013, but the news 
came as Police Commissioner 
William Bratton admitted that 
police officers are making few-
er arrests and issuing fewer 
summonses. 

The drop in busts and tick-
ets comes as tensions between 
cops and Mayor Bill de Blasio 
escalated.

“At this time, I have not 
used the term slowdown, 
which would indicate it is or-
ganized,” Bratton told a news 
conference this week. “We 
have seen a precipitous de-
cline in all those categories,” 
he added, referring to the 
decrease in the number of ar-
rests and summonses in sev-
eral crime categories.

But as crime is going down 
to record levels, the rank-and-
file have been less active on 
the streets since the killing 
of Officers Rafael Ramos and 
Wenjian Liu in Brooklyn last 
month.

Hundreds of cops turned 
their backs on the mayor when 
he eulogized  Ramos and Lui at 
their funerals as a response to 
his comments about the force 
after the non-indictment in the 
chokehold death of Eric Gar-
ner, an unarmed black man 
killed during a confrontation 
for a minor offense with the 
police in Staten Island. De Bla-
sio also supported the protests 
that followed the decision by a 
Staten Island grand jury.

“People in this city appreci-
ate our police,” de Blasio said 
at the news conference to an-
nounce a 4.6 percent overall 
drop in crime citywide. 

And as the mayor touted 
the citywide drop in crime for 
2014, Bratton tried to explain 
the decline in arrests and 
summonses.

Bratton noted, “We had a 
lot of things that have been im-
pacting on activity levels,” re-
ferring to a decline in calls to 
911, the protests over Garner 
and other police cases as well 
as the deaths of Ramons and 
Liu, among others. 

“We are taking a long view 
look,” Bratton said “We are 
looking at very specific pre-
cincts, to borough, to tours of 
duty.”

According to the New York 
Post, from Dec. 29 to Jan. 4, 
the number of arrests were 
down 56 percent compared 
to the same period last year, 
from 10,818 to 4,221. Parking 
violation were down about 93 
percent, traffic violations 92 
percent and criminal court 
summonses 91 percent.

But Bratton emphasized 
that the city is in no crisis 
mode. He said calls to 911 “are 
down fairly dramatically dur-
ing this last couple of weeks, 

so we are not in a public safety 
crisis by any stretch of the 
imagination in New York City 
at this time.”

 De Blasio spoke at Queens 
College Wednesday, welcom-
ing the new recruit class for 
the Police Academy in a bid 
to improve his relationships 
with cops. 

“You are joining at a cru-
cial time,”he told the recruits. 
“We are going to keep driving 
crime down... We are going to 
draw this police department 
closer and closer to the com-
munities it serves and in the 
process make everyone safer.”

And the city appears to be 
safer, indeed, at least judging 
from the crime statistics. 

In both, Patrol Borough 
Queens North and Queens 
South, overall major crime 
was down for the year, accord-
ing to the latest statistics made 

Continued on Page 49

Jamaica’s CB 12 wants the city to stop building homeless shelters in 
the area. The board says 10 of the 18 shelters in the borough are in its 
district.

In the past few weeks, police officers are making fewer arrests and issu-
ing less summonses as the rift between the force and the mayor grows. 

Photo by Michael Shain

No more shelters in 
Jamaica area: CB 12

Crime drops in 2014
Cops make fewer arrests as tension with mayor grows

Continued on Page 49
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BY BILL PARRY

Our Lady of Sorrows 
Catholic Church, the anchor 
for more than 12,000 parish-
ioners in Corona, sustained 
serious damage after a fire 
tore through the balcony and 
spread through the facade and 
roof early Sunday morning. 
All eight masses for Sunday 
were canceled while Monsi-
gnor Thomas Healy greeted 
worshipers outside his church 
that has been his home for the 
last 25 years.

“This is their house that 
just burned down,” the pas-
tor said. The church is closed 
indefinitely while reconstruc-
tion begins. Crews were al-
ready removing debris Mon-
day morning.

Our Lady of Sorrows Catho-
lic Academy next door was also 
closed Monday because there 
was no electricity but classes 
resumed Tuesday. FDNY offi-
cials say the two-alarm blaze 
began with wiring problems 
in the organ’s pipe tower and 

took more than 100 firefight-
ers two hours to bring it under 
control. There were no report-
ed injuries.

Monsignor Healy did not re-
turn messages, with a church 
official saying, “He’s too dis-
traught. He’s trying to stay 

strong for his parishioners.”
Our Lady of Sorrows 

Church has been an integral 
part of the neighborhood since 
it was built in 1900. 

“It’s a sad start to the new 
year for the people in Corona, 

but we’re relieved that no one 
was hurt in the fire,” City 
Councilwoman Julissa Fer-
reras (D-East Elmhurst) said. 
“The church is an anchor in 

The fire that struck Corona’s Our Lady of Sorrows church just before the 
first mass Sunday was so intense it destroyed a large section of the roof 
(l.) visible through the rose window. Above, Father Thomas Healy (c.), 
pastor of the church for 23 years, was in tears when he saw the damage. 
Parishioners, who had gathered across the street, tried to comfort him.    

Photos by Michael Shain and Ellis Kaplan

Blaze shuts down Our Lady of Sorrows Church
Fire in organ wires spreads to roof quickly as large house of worship closes indefi nitely
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Continued on Page 49
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

To call Mario Cuomo a 
sports fan, particularly when 
it came to baseball and basket-
ball, might be an understate-
ment.

For instance, when Cuomo 
was a sports writer on the St. 
John’s University newspaper, 
The Torch, he wrote a column 
that was not optimistic about 
the Redmen’s chances in the 
approaching 1952 basketball 
season.

Fifty years later, Cuomo told 
the TimesLedger Newspapers 
that he had pounded out that 
column, although his memory 
for details might have been 
dulled a bit because of his suc-
cess in another sport.

“That was around the time I 
signed a $2,000 contract with a 
farm team of the Pittsburgh Pi-
rates,” Cuomo, a centerfielder, 
recalled in 2002.

But his professional career, 
starting with the Brunswick 
(Ga.) Pirates turned out to be 
brief. A fastball struck him in 
the head, causing temporary 
sight loss (in an era before bat-
ting helmets.) He spent six days 
in a hospital.

Years later, Cuomo, a re-
nowned asphalt court basket-
ball player, was pictured in 
The New York Times shooting 

hoops in the backyard in Hol-
liswood.

In his sports column in The 
Torch, Cuomo wrote: “Coach 
Frank McGuire will face the 
greatest challenge of his short, 
but illustrious, career in trying 
to build a top team from only 
six returning lettermen and 
promising but untested sopho-
mores.”

But Cuomo and most of the 
Redmen’s supporters could not 
have predicted the inspired 
play of the Redmen that winter 
of 1952.

The team, before jet planes 
or three-point goals, fought 
their way, including down-
ing mighty Kentucky, to the 
championship game in Seattle 
against the University of Kan-
sas Jayhawks. They were led 
by the great Clyde Lovellette of 
KU in a finale televised only lo-
cally and starting at 12:30 a.m. 
Eastern time. In the nation’s 
midlands, many Jawhawk fans 
set their alarm clocks for 11:30 
a.m. to rise and see the game.

Kansas won 80-63, but it was 
perhaps the all-time season 
of thrills for the Redmen and 
their fans.

Cuomo, whose fervor for 
sports never lessened, spent 
many hours watching games 
on television and discussing 
plays and players.

When he was not playing baseball for St. John’s, Cuomo was the sports writ-
er of the college newspaper.  Photo courtesy St. John’s University

On the steps of Borough Hall, Cuomo whipped up the crowd for a Walter 
Mondale campaign stop in Queens in 1984. Mondale carried the city but 

not much else against Ronald Reagan. Photo by Walter Karling

One man’s love 
of sports at SJU

Then-Secretary of State Cuomo 
campaigned for mayor in 1977 with 
Queens Borough President Donald 
Manes in Times Square, nearly a 
decade before the spectacular 
bribery scandal that brought down 
Manes.  AP/Susan Vlamis

Mario Cuomo built a politcal career from the stories of his hard-scrabble Queens upbringing and his unmis-
takable gift for oratory.  There was always something biblical about speeches like the one he delivered for Bill 
Clinton at Democratic National Convention in Chicago.  AP/Ron Edmonds

Paying tribute to a titan
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ing condemned by the City to 
build a ball field. 

“They were poor, working 
families and they couldn’t 
possibly fight City Hall,” An-
drew Cuomo said. “He took 
on their cause to right the in-
justice that he saw. Central to 
understanding Mario Cuomo 
is that Mario Cuomo was from 
Queens.”

It was a stand that still re-
verberates today. 

“The former governor will 
always hold a special place in 
the hearts of Corona residents, 
like myself,” state Assembly-
man Francisco Moya (D-Jack-
son Heights) said. “Always a 
champion of immigrants and 
low- and middle-income New 
Yorkers, Gov. Mario Cuomo 
got his start in public service 
by protecting dozens of Coro-
na families from eviction.”

Andrew Cuomo explained 
that his father’s identity was 
deeply rooted in Queens.

 “Mario Cuomo’s birth-
mark from the outer borough 
was deep and he wore it with 
pride,” he said. “He had a 
natural connection with the 
outside looking in, the per-
son fighting for inclusion, the 
underdog, the minority, the 
disenfranchised, the poor. 
He was always the son of an 
immigrant. He was always 

an outsider and that was his 
edge.”

Mario Cuomo fell short in 
the race for mayor against Ed 
Koch in 1977. But he went on 
to defeat Koch in a race for 
governor, despite long odds in 
1982. During his 12-year stay 
in the Governor’s Mansion, 
Cuomo remained closely tied 
to his borough.

“When he first ran for gov-
ernor, he was an outsider, not 
part of the Democratic ma-
chine,”  said Ann Jawin, the 
founder of Queens’ Center for 
the Women of New York.“He 
really depended on the grass-
roots neighborhood groups in 
Queens, people like Saul We-
prin.”

City Councilman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gardens), 
the son of the late Assembly 
Speaker Saul Weprin, said 
about Cuomo: “He stuck to 
his principles, even when he 
knew they were unpopular. He 
was opposed to the death pen-
alty, even though it was wildly 
popular in the 1970s. He had 
a way of speaking from his 
heart directly into yours, and 
that is a unique talent in this 
business.”

So unique that his soaring 
oratory became his legacy not 
just nationally but around the 
world.  During the 1984 Demo-
cratic Convention, Cuomo de-
livered a keynote address that 
debunked the myth of Rea-
gan’s America.

“There are people who sleep 
in the city streets, in the gut-
ter, where the glitter doesn’t 
show,” Cuomo said. “There 
is despair, Mr. President, in 
the faces you don’t see, in the 
places you don’t visit in your 
shining city.”

The speech catapulted him 
into the national conversation 
as a potential presidential can-
didate, but Cuomo never ran.

During his eulogy, Andrew 
Cuomo shared his father’s se-
cret to speech-crafting: It had 
nothing to do with an audi-
ence’s reaction.

“He said, ‘Who cares about 
what an audience wants to 
hear? It’s not about what they 
want to hear, it’s about what 
you need to say,’” Andrew 
Cuomo recalled. “And that, 
my friends, was the essence 
of Mario Cuomo. He was not 
interested in pleasing the au-
dience: not in a speech, not in 
life. He believed what he be-
lieved and the reaction of the 
audience or the powers that 
be, or the popularity of his 
belief was irrelevant to him. 
Mario Cuomo was at peace 
with who he was and how he 
saw the world. This gave him 
great strength and made him 
anything but a typical politi-
cian.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Owning a house with a 
tree on the property thrilled 
Mario Cuomo’s immigrant 
father and inspired the late 
governor to write a book for 
children about the peril fac-
ing a tall blue spruce in their 
front yard.

“Papa told Mario that 
having a house with a yard 
and a tree to call your own 
was his very special dream,” 
Cuomo wrote in “The Blue 
Spruce. ““Papa was excited 
about moving his family to 
their new home, after living 
behind the grocery store (in 
South Jamaica) for many 
years and sharing his dream 
with them,” 

Cuomo added, “He told 
us we would have an entire 
house for ourselves.”

The former governor said 
he and his father loved the 
blue spruce that grew in the 
front yard of their new house 
in Holliswood. The tree flour-
ished.

But one evening a wind-
storm emerged from black 
clouds and Mario watched 
anxiously as the blue spruce 
fought against the winds.

Finally, the tree fell, up-

rooted by the destructive 
winds.

Papa was undaunted by 
this threat to his dream.

“Get the rope,” Papa told 
Mario and other family mem-
bers as he prepared to rescue 
the tree. “She’s gonna grow 
again.”

The family worked to dig 
a new hole and uprighted the 
blue spruce.

Mario Cuomo occasional-
ly told the story, reproducing 
his father’s Italian accent, 
on his Sunday evening radio 
show during which the then-
governor answered questions 
from listeners.

After telling the blue 
spruce story on one radio 
show, Cuomo said, “I drove 
by the house in Holliswood a 
couple of weeks ago and the 
blue spruce must be nearly 60 
feet high.”

The book received wide-
spread acclaim from many 
reviewers, including one who 
described “The Blue Spruce” 
for children 6 to 8, as “a story 
that children will love and 
parents will love reading.”

Others called it a story 
about the value of hard work, 
belief in your dreams and the 
importance of persistence.

The Dutch Colonial-style house in Holliswood where Cuomo and wife 
Matilda raised their  family. According to the story Cuomo told, the 
spruce tree at left was knocked down by a storm, but Cuomo's father 
made  Mario and his brothers push it back upright and it survived.    

Photo by Michael Shain

The family tree 
grew in Queens

Funeral
Continued from Page 1 

from the streets of Queens

The South Jamaica grocery store where Cuomo’s father worked -- and where the future governor was raised 
in the apartment upstairs -- still stands. It is now an evangelical church (the one with the white stucco front 
and blue sign) in 150th Street. Photo by Michael Shain
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BY JUAN SOTO

Four borough residents lost 
their lives in two deadly fires 
that occurred within a week, 
authorities said. 

In the last incident, a 
64-year-old man was killed 
Monday morning when a fire 
ripped through his home in 
Baisley Park, police said.

About 60 firefighters battled 
the blaze that broke out in a 
two-story frame house located 
near the intersection of 168th 
Street and 118th Road, a spokes-
man for the FDNY said.  

The fatal fire started at 
about 3:39 a.m. and it was de-
clared under control at 5:12 
a.m., the FDNY said. 

The NYPD said the victim 
was rushed to Queens Hospi-
tal Center, where he was pro-
nounced dead.

Tyrell Foster, escaped the 
flames but ran back into the 
house to save his 89-year-old 
mother, who had already fled 
the fire, the New York Post re-
ported.

Authorities said she was 
taken to Franklin General Hos-
pital, where she was listed in 

stable  condition.
The NYPD noted a third 

person was injured in the fire 
but refused medical attention.

The FDNY said the  South 
Jamaica fire was “acciden-
tal” and that electrical exten-
sion cords are to blame for the 
blaze. 

 Five days earlier, three 
members of a Haitian family 
died when a fire broke out in 
their Corona apartment as they 
were preparing a traditional 
meal to celebrate New Year’s 
Eve, authorities said.

Fire officials were investi-
gating the cause of the blaze, 
but it appears the flames were 
caused by an unattended soup 
on a stove.

A FDNY spokesman said 
the fire broke out on the ninth 
floor of an 18-story building 
in LeFrak City just minutes 
before the Times Square ball 
dropped welcoming 2015. It was 
declared under control at 1:07 
a.m, said the FDNY. 

More than 100 firefighters 
responded to the scene of the 
fire. According to the FDNY, 
one of the firefighters suffered 
minor injuries, while seven 

civilians sustained non-life 
threatening injuries.

Killed in the blaze, police 
said, were Louise Jean-Charles, 
59; her husband Napoleon Mi-
chel, 69; and cousin Nadia Don-
nay, 37.

Jean-Charles, Napoleon 
and Donnay were taken to area 

hospitals, where they were pro-
nounced dead.

City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst) 
said there was no working 
smoke detector in the apart-
ment where the blaze broke 
out.

“It is beyond tragic to have 

lost this family because they did 
not have something as basic as 
a smoke alarm in their home,” 
Ferreras said. “They were pre-
paring for a New Year’s gather-
ing and should have been alive 
to see 2015.”

In a statement, LeFrak said, 
“Our deepest condolences go 
out to the families of those af-
fected. We are working with 
the fire marshal to determine 
the cause of this incident.”

The statement added that 
the building had no fire code 
violations and that the apart-
ment where the blaze broke 
out “was outfitted with smoke 
detectors as required by law. 
A smoke detector rider attest-
ing to the presence of this life 
safety equipment was signed 
and initialed by the tenant in 
2012.”

Ferreras said that in the 
coming weeks, she will arrange 
fire prevention education pro-
gram for the complex’s tenants 
in collaboration with LeFrak 
management.

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4564.

Boarded-up windows show the LeFrak City apartment where three peo-
ple of the same family died in a New Year's Eve fire.  Juan Soto

Deadly fi res end four Queens lives in fi ve days
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Dental Implants
• Crowns/Bridges/Veneer • Root Canal                                                                                                    
• Extrac� ons • Cosme� c/Esthe� c Den� stry 
• Dentures • Braces                                                                      Call us or visit us today
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PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
WE PAY THE HIGHEST PRICE CASH IN A FLASH

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:

PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. FEDERBUSCH, DPM
Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics

65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

SATURDAY HOURS HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

718-366-FEET / 718-366-3338
MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED
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POLICE 

Blotter
An 18-year-old woman allegedly 

kidnapped a 3-month-old baby from 
a Jamaica home before leaving the 
infant outside the door of a Brooklyn 
Hospital, a police spokesman said. 

The NYPD said the baby boy was in 
good health when he was found.  

Police were searching for the sus-
pect, who they identified as Sharon-
dalis Morgan. She was described as 
a black woman, 5-foot-2 and weighing 
about 150 pounds.

According to the police, the suspect 
befriended the boy’s mother and went 
to her apartment at about 3:41 p.m. 
Sunday.  

When the mother of the child left 
the room, the woman allegedly took the 
baby and left the house, police said. 

The boy was found later at Brook-
lyn’s Woodhull Hospital.

Police asked anyone with informa-
tion regarding the abduction to call the 

police hotline at 1 (800) 577-TIPS.

SOUTH OZONE PARK — An unknown person allegedly shot a barrage of 
bullets at a Honda CRV parked near 150-22 130th St. around 10:05 p.m. Tuesday, 
fatally striking an identified man in the head and hitting a second in the leg, the 
NYPD said.

The Police Department said the man with a gunshot wound to the head, whose 
identity was being withheld pending family notification, was pronounced dead 
at the scene.

The other victim, a 21-year-old man struck in the right leg, was rushed to Ja-
maica Hospital, where he was listed in stable condition, the NYPD said.

Officers said no arrests have been made, but the investigation was continu-
ing.

ELMHURST — Police were search-
ing for a man wanted in connection 
with an attempted rape on 34th Avenue 
last month, the NYPD said.

The Police Department released a 
sketch of a suspect officers said alleg-
edly grabbed a 24-year-old walking on 
the street around 2:40 a.m. Dec. 20, put 
his hands around her mouth, pulled 
her to the ground and tried to sexually 
assault her.

The woman fought him off, and po-
lice said he ran in an unknown direc-
tion.

The victim was not injured, accord-
ing to the NYPD.

Police described the suspect as a 
Hispanic male, who is about 5-foot-5 
and 130 pounds, with brown eyes and 
brown hair.

Anyone with information in re-
gards to this incident is asked to call 
crime stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477).

SHARONDALIS MORGAN

Man sought in Elmhurst rape attempt attack

S. Ozone Park shooting kills one: Police

Woman kidnaps baby in Jamaica: Cops
C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

Police are looking for the man picutred 
above in connection with an attempted rape 
in the 110th Precinct. NYPD
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BY BILL PARRY

A weekend hit-and-run 
collision in the Bronx has one 
city councilman in Queens 
reminding his constituents 
of stiff new civil penalties un-
der a new Vision Zero law. 

Shawn Williams, 26, was 
arrested on charges of flee-
ing the scene after allegedly 
hitting 16-year-old Dylon 
Ramirez, who died, and a 
15-year-old girl who were 
walking home from church.

In addition to potential jail 
time, Williams faces a $10,000 
fine under the new “Justice 
for Hit-and-Run Victims Act” 
that became law this week.

“This will save lives by 
deterring those who would 
think to flee the scene of a col-
lision and leave a fellow New 
Yorker to die in the street,” 
the act’s co-author, Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside), 
said. “I was moved to intro-
duce this bill in response to 
the death of three people who 
were killed in my district by 
drivers who fled the scene.”

Van Bramer remembered 
Luis Bravo in Woodside, Ku-
mar Ragunath  and Karen 
Pheras  when the bill was 
passed in September. 

“We will never know if 
one or all of our fellow New 
Yorkers could have been 
saved had the drivers done 
the right thing: stop their car, 
call 911 and get assistance,” 
Van Bramer said. 

The passage of the legisla-
tion came five days before the 
one-year anniversary of Lou-
is Bravo’s death. The 19-year-
old was killed on Broadway 
in Woodside by a hit-and-run 
driver.

“This law gives parents 
the ability to trust that the 

authorities will hold drivers 
accountable for their actions 
and help ensure no family 
ever has to suffer the pain of 
losing a loved one,” Bravo’s 
mother, Marta Puruncajas, 
said. 

Safe streets advocates 
praised the new law and are 
confident it will help save 
lives.

“The (law) will help bring 
answers and resolution to 
people affected by this par-
ticularly heinous form of 
traffic violence,” Transporta-
tion Alternatives Executive 
Director Paul Steely White 
said. “By compelling drivers 
involved in collisions to stay 
at the scene and provide in-
formation to officers it will 
bring the city closer to the 
goal of Vision Zero by deliver-
ing aid to the victims, and by 
deterring the kind of reckless 
driving that leads to crashes 
in the first place.”

Dr. Laura Newman, who 
co-founded Make Queens Saf-
er last year, said, “In Queens 
alone, six pedestrians and 
cyclists were killed in 2014 
by hit-and-run drivers; Karol 
Grzegorczyk, Kaneez Hus-
sain, Mosa Khatun, Kumar 
Ragunath, Wayne White, and 
an unnamed cyclist.  Many 
others have been injured. We 
applaud this (law), as it will 
serve as a motivator to driv-
ers to do the right thing—call 
for emergency services and 
law enforcement if you are 
involved in a motor vehicle 
crash.”

In an effort to continue 
cracking down on reckless 
drivers, Van Bramer has in-
troduced two additional bills 
which propose to increase 
civil penalties for repeat of-

BY BILL PARRY

A retired police officer with 
an impressive resume has 
scheduled a pro-NYPD rally in 
front of Queens Borough Hall 
Tuesday at noon.  It will be the 
first of a series of protests in 
each borough that will culmi-
nate with a final demonstra-
tion at City Hall next month.

“We’re going to bring out 
the raw police supporter, the 
true citizens that really care 
about their communities,” 
said organizer Joe Concan-
non,  a 25-year member of 
the Police Department and a 
former captain of Midtown 
North.  “Public safety is the 
cornerstone of our civilized 
society. The police are a thin 
blue line that separates civili-
zation from chaos. Our mayor 
has been tearing down the 
NYPD consistently over the 
past two years since he was 
campaigning for mayor. It is 
now time to govern.”

The mayor’s office did not 
respond to a request for com-
ment.

Concannon, a resident of 
Bellerose, said the rally was 
in the planning stages ever 
since the anti-police protests 
began when a Staten Island 
grand jury voted not to indict 
an NYPD officer in the choke-
hold death of Eric Gardner. 

“What these guys did on 
Staten Island looked bad, but 

they were doing their jobs,” 
Concannon said. “You can’t 
paint law enforcement across 
the country as out of control.”

Concannon, who has run 
for the state Senate among the 
offices,  doesn’t just point his 
finger at the mayor. 

“The City Council and 
many elected officials have 
praised and supported the 
divisive anti-police protests 
which have led to violence, ri-
ots, assaults on police and the 
assassination of two of New 
York’s Finest,” he said in an 
interview. “The silence from 
our politically elected officials 
is deafening when it comes to 
supporting the police. Not one 
elected official has the nerve 
to call the administration’s ac-
tions misguided. Not one per-
son has stood up and said, wait 
a minute, Mr. Mayor.”

Concannon emphasized 
that the Borough Hall rally 
will be nonpartisan, a non-po-
litical grassroots event that he 
expects to be attended by 500 
to 1,000 members of Queens 
civic associations and ethnic, 
religious, veterans, business, 
political and fraternal organi-
zations.

Concannon worked for the 
Giuliani administration as 
the deputy director of public 
safety. “We haven’t invited 
Mayor Giuliani because we 
don’t want to politicize this,” 
he said.  “However, we might 

invite him to another rally 
down the road.”

He is also a staunch ally of 
Police Benevolent Association 
President Pat Lynch, who has 
come under scrutiny over his 
handling of the current crisis 
between the administration 
and the police rank-and-file.  
Lynch has said Bill de Blasio 
“has blood on his hands” in the 
assassination of Rafael Ramos 
and Wenjian Liu in Brooklyn.

“He’s on the numbers with 
this because police officers 
are human and they have fam-
ilies and they have to know 
the city’s supporting them,” 
Concannon said. “The young 
cops are scared. We pay them 
$30,000 a year and put them 
in the worst neighborhoods in 
the city and when something 
goes wrong we treat them like 
a Wall Street banker.”

As for the public protests 
that saw thousands of officers 
turn their backs to the mayor 
during the Ramos and Liu 
funerals, Concannon said, “I 
don’t think they’ve overplayed 
their hand at all and if I were 
still on the force, I’d do the 
same thing. These cops are 
frustrated. They’re afraid to 
pull their guns because they 
know they’ll be vilified.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer consoles Luis Bravo’s mother, 
Marta Puruncajas, when “The Justice for Hit-and-Run Victims Act” 
passed. Photo courtesy Jimmy Van Bramer

Police officers turn their back to a large screen displaying New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio speaking during 
the funeral of Officer Wenjian Liu last weekend.  AP/Seth Wenig

Pro-cops plan to rally
Borough Hall fi rst stop in citywide show of support

New Vision Zero law
gets its fi rst test case

Continued on Page 49
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spoke at the vigil. The Liao family 
started Families for Safe Streets, an 
advocacy group that fights against 
reckless driving. 

Abu-Zayedeha stayed at the scene 
of the crash. No criminal charges 
were filed against him, and his blood 
content level was below the legal lim-
it. The Liaos learned of the dismissal 
 while examining a lawsuit they filed 
against Abu-Zayedeha in Brooklyn Su-
preme Court.

“Traffic violence is an epidemic 
that must be addressed immediately,” 
Liao said. “It is hard to put into words 
how we have coped over the last 15 
months.”

Tam-Liao, said many drivers are in-
considerate of pedestrians. 

“Most drivers exercise due caution 
when on the road, but a few are ag-
gressive and selfish, putting his or her 
needs above the safety of others like 
speeding, failure to yield, even bully-
ing pedestrians with their vehicles,” 
Tam-Liao said. 

On Tuesday, a judge for the state 
Department of Motor Vehicles tabled 
the decision on whether to suspend or 
revoke the driver’s license of Ahmad 
Abu-Zayedeha, the driver who killed 
Allison Liao.

At the hearing, a video depicted 
the accident. Abu-Zayedeh declined 
to speak and refused to watch the 
video, according to Cristina Furlong, 
co-founder of advocacy group Make 
Queens Safer.

At the end of the testimony, the 
lawyer for Abu-Zayedeh asked if he 
could submit Abu-Zayedeh’s New 
York license, which he has had since 
2009, Furlong explained. Steve Vac-
caro, the family’s attorney, asked for 
Abu-Zayedeh’s New Jersey license to 
be used to determine whether or not 
his license should be suspended or re-
voked, but the judge chose to use the 
New York license. 

“In his initial police report state-
ment, he said that Allison let go of her 
grandmother’s hand and she did not, 
and that’s very clear in the video that 
was taken,” Furlong said. 

In November, a DMV judge threw 
out tickets for “Failing to Use Due 
Care” and “Failing to Yield to a Pedes-
trian” issued to Abu-Zayedeha shortly 
after the accident.

Vaccaro criticized the DMV and city 
agencies for complicating the process 
and praised the growing movement by 
politicians and residents. 

“We are coming together as a move-
ment to get people to stop and pay at-
tention,” Vaccaro said. 

Amy Cohen, co-founder of Fami-
lies for Safe Streets, who lost her son, 
Sammy Cohen Epstein, 12, two days af-
ter Allison Liao was hit, read out five 
changes that Families for Safe Streets 
would like to see implemented.

The changes include mandatory 
license suspension for drivers con-
victed of serious driving infractions; 
a mandatory traffic safety hearing for 
all drivers charged with a traffic in-
fraction or a criminal misdemeanor; 
higher accountability for commercial 
drivers; publicly accessible notice of 
safety hearings; and public release of 
safety hearing information. 

“That’s not too much to ask,” Cohen 
said. “If you kill someone, you should 
not have a license to drive in New York 
City.”

City Councilman Mark Weprin (D-
Oakland Gardens) said that new laws 
now require convictions for reckless 
drivers. 

“He could go to jail for that instead 
of having a ticket dismissed in 47 sec-
onds,” Weprin said. 

State Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-Flush-
ing), who sits on the Transportation 
Committee, said she would pursue 
traffic safety reforms. 

“Let us hope that the solidarity 
shown here tonight gives us comfort,” 
Stavisky said. 

City Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Fresh Meadows) noted the passage 
of bills supporting a Vision Zero pack-
age. 

“I know and I’ve seen the families of 
the victims testify at the City Council 
and it’s heart-wrenching,” Lancman 
said. 

City Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) urged drivers to be more 
cautious and called for more reforms. 
go to sleep at night when you hit some-
body and a pedestrian is killed by 
you?” Koo said. 

The DMV judge is expected to make 
a decision on the case in the next cou-
ple of days or weeks, Furlong said. 

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Allison  vigil

A rally was held in Flushing this week to 
honor Allison Liao.  Photo by Madina Toure

Christ the King High School Math Team 
Maintains Top Ranking Throughout State

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college 
preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students 
from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. 
The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, 
Vice Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., 
Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, 
President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

Christ the King Math Team, which 

placed second in the state last spring, 

out of  almost 160 high schools 

competing in the New York State 

Mathematics League, is currently in first 

place throughout the State after three 

monthly contests out of six scheduled.

The team is comprised of 

approximately thirty top math students 

who practice each week under the 

supervision of team moderator, Richard 

Hartman.  The contests are held 

monthly and students are asked to 

solve six complex and original problems 

under regular test conditions.

In the individual competition, from 

thousands of participating students 

across the State, five CK students have 

a perfect score: seniors Stephen Lebak, 

Dominik Makocki, Kevin Rodriguez and 

Kristen Tully; and sophomore Siqing Lyu. 

Throughout the last four years, Christ 

the King High School is the only school 

that has placed in the top three teams 

consistently, having ranked first place 

for the 2012-13 school year.

Contact the newsroom: 
718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY JUAN SOTO

The war is far from over for 
a St. Albans community fight-
ing against one of its churches 
and now the battle has moved 
to the courtroom.

The St. Albans Civic Im-
provement Association filed 
an appeal against the deci-
sion by the city Board of Stan-
dards and Appeals to allow a 
five-story, affordable housing 
building to be constructed on 
Farmers Boulevard.

 St. Albans Presbyterian 
Church owns the property.

“We just feel the city did 
not take into consideration 
anything we said about the 
project,” said Karen Plummer, 
president of the association. 
“The ruling by the Board of 
Standards and Appeal was 
just arbitrary.”

The appeal was filed in the 
Second Division Appellate 
Court.  

The 67-unit building of one- 
and two-bedroom apartments 
“is not compatible with the 

community and not compat-
ible with the zoning in the 
area,” said Sharon Johnson, 
of the civic association. 

The developers, includ-
ing St. Albans Presbyterian 
Church, want to erect the 
structure on two empty lots  
the church owns on Farmers 
Boulevard between 118th and 
119th avenues. 

The court battle is expected 
to be long and expensive. Both 
sides head back to court Jan. 
28. The association will soon 
hire an attorney to handle the 
case. 

“We are committed to hav-
ing the church and the devel-
oper scale down the project,” 
Johnson said. “We are plan-
ning to take this all the way.”

To help pay for the legal 
costs, the association will 
hold a fund-raiser Jan. 23 at 
the Linden House, located at 
200-19 Linden Blvd.   

The association is asking 
for $20 donations at the fund-
raiser, which will open its 
door from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. 

“No donation is too big or 
too small. All the funds will go 
towards paying for the legal 

costs,” Johnson added. “This 
will also show the city that we 
are a united front.”

The BSA gave thumbs up to 
the variances needed to con-
struct the building in an area 
zoned for low-residential units 
and characterized by hav-
ing one- and two-story homes 
and small stores along Farm-
ers Boulevard. The variances 
needed to move forward with 
the project include maximum 
building height, maximum 
dwelling unit and minimum 
parking. The 65,000-square-
foot complex will house a com-
munity center on its ground 
floor. 

Residents noted that be-
sides traffic concerns, the new 
neighbors would have a nega-
tive impact on PS 15, PS 16 and 
IS 59 because the schools are 
already filled to its capacity. 

“This neighborhood can-
not sustain this structure,” 
Plummer said. “We have very 
valid complaints and issues 
about the project.”

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4564.

St. Albans neighbors will hold a fund-raiser to help pay for the legal 
battle fees against one of the community churches and the developer, 
which plan to erect a five-story building in two empty lots along Farmers 
Boulevard. Photo courtesy Sharon Johnson

St. Albans takes city to court over church building
Civic association appeals decision by BSA, plans to hold fund-raiser to pay for legal fees

NYU Langone Rheumatology 
Associates–Queens

NYU LANGONE RHEUMATOLOGY ASSOCIATES–QUEENS 

38-02 31st Avenue 

Astoria, NY 11103 

718.728.5951

Stelios Viennas, MD

NYU Langone Rheumatology Associates–Queens is dedicated to delivering high-quality care for 

rheumatologic and auto-immune illnesses, including:

• osteoarthritis

• rheumatoid arthritis

We’re bringing together the comprehensive resources, technology, and expertise of NYU Langone with 

the physicians you’ve come to know in your neighborhood.

• psoriatic arthritis

• osteoporosis

• gout

• lupus
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They came by the hundreds to say farewell to Ma-
rio Cuomo at his funeral in Manhattan this week, in-
cluding some who had been inspired by the three-term 
governor to go into public service. Others joined the 
mourners to pay their respects to a decent and brilliant 
man who demanded the best from government.

Queens burst onto the national political scene back 
in 1984 when Cuomo transfixed the nation with his key-
note address at the Democratic National Convention in 
San Francisco after Geraldine Ferraro became the first 
woman nominated to run for vice president.

Both were Italian-Americans with Cuomo’s roots 
in the borough stretching back to his early days living 
over his grandfather’s grocery store in South Jamaica 
and Ferraro’s beginning with her marriage to a Forest 
Hills man.

Americans were mesmerized by the New York gov-
ernor with the golden tongue and the liberal agenda 
who took President Reagan to task for ignoring the 
poor. His view that government could be compassionate 
and fiscally prudent at the same time resonated with 
many around the country and he became a sought-after 
candidate for higher office who never grabbed the gold-
en ring. After her ticket’s defeat, Ferraro left Congress 
and Cuomo went on to serve two more terms in Albany 
before losing his bid for a fourth term to Republican 
George Pataki in 1993 largely because of his opposition 
to the death penalty.

Cuomo never forgot his Queens heritage, which 
shaped his career and his personal life. He attended 
St. John’s University, where he played on the baseball 
team as a freshman and was recruited to play minor 
league baseball. An injury forced his early exit from 
pro sports and he returned to St. John’s to marry fel-
low student Matilda Raffa and graduate in 1953. They 
had five children and she remained at his side until he 
died Jan. 1. After finishing at the top of his class at St. 
John’s law school, Cuomo was rejected by several elite 
Manhattan law firms.

“I obviously am the original ethnic from Queens: 
my hands, my face, my voice, my inflections,” he was 
quoted as saying by The New York Times.

These Queens traits had wide appeal far beyond 
white-shoe Manhattan, however, and Cuomo was 
courted to run for president by the Democratic Party 
and to take a seat on the U.S. Supreme Court.

Dubbed “Hamlet on the Hudson,” Cuomo was 
known for his deep soul-searching on whether to run or 
become a justice. Ultimately, he said no to both paths.

Despite what might have been, Cuomo left a rich 
legacy as a principled lawmaker who fought for the less 
fortunate, stood by his own beliefs and took pride in his 
Queens origins.

We will miss him greatly.

CUOMO’S LEGACY

I wish to express my heartfelt 
condolences for Bess Myerson, 
Miss New York City-New York 
State-Miss America (1945), pia-
nist, television actress and per-
sonality, and confidante to Mr. 
New York (Mayor Edward Koch).  
Miss New York City came from a 
working-class family of Russian-
Jewish immigrants, studied pia-
no from the age of nine, and pur-
sued music at The High School 
of Music & Art, Hunter College, 
as well as Graduate studies at 
the Juilliard School and Colum-
bia University.  She was the first 

Consumer Affairs Commissioner 
for New York City (1969-1973), and 
successfully pioneered consumer 
protection laws.  Miss New York 
City was a frequent public com-
panion of Congressman Ed Koch,  
chaired his campaign for Mayor, 
and played a prominent role in 
the Koch administration as com-
missioner of the Department of 
Cultural Affairs (1983-1987).

Born in the Bronx, Bess Myer-
son “grew up ridin’ the subways 
with people/Up in Harlem, down 
on Broadway” (Native New York-
er, Odyssey, 1977) and exempli-

fied the rarity of the marriage of 
beauty, artistic talent, and public 
service.

Just as there is only one Mr. 
New York, there is only one Miss 
New York: Bess Myerson.  “And 
oh where did all those yesterdays 
go when you still believed/Love 
could really be like a Broadway 
show./You were the star, when 
did it close” (ibid.).

Rest in peace, Miss New York.  
We love you. We miss you.

Joseph Manago
Flushing

Bess Myerson: Miss New York
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The death of Gov. Mario 
Cuomo made me go back and 
listen to the keynote speech he 
gave at the 1984 Democratic Na-
tional Convention. I watched 
that speech as a young college 
political science student and it 
shaped me politically into the 
person I am today.

In response to Ronald 
Reagan’s proclamation about 
America being a “shining 
city on a hill,” Cuomo wor-
ried about those in that shin-
ing city who were left behind 
by the American Dream. 
Cuomo mused: “But there’s 
another city; there’s another 
part to the shining city; the 
part where some people can’t 
pay their mortgages, and most 
young people can’t afford one; 
where students can’t afford 
the education they need, and 
middle-class parents watch the 
dreams they hold for their chil-
dren evaporate. In this part of 
the city there are more poor 
than ever, more families in 
trouble, more and more people 
who need help but can’t find it. 
Even worse: There are elderly 
people who tremble in the 
basements of the houses there. 
And there are people who sleep 
in the city streets, in the gut-
ter, where the glitter doesn’t 

show. There are ghettos where 
thousands of young people, 
without a job or an education, 
give their lives away to drug 
dealers every day.”

Gov. Cuomo could give 
that speech today and it would 
still ring true. After spending 
decades as an attorney at the 
Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, as a Wall Street attor-
ney and as the corporate coun-
sel of a Fortune 500 company, 
I understand how important it 
is to have a vibrant economy 
with high corporate profits.

However, I also understand 
that we as a nation are better 
off when everyone partici-
pates in our nation’s success. 
The conservative ideology 
of “trickle-down” economics 
has repeatedly failed us. Mak-
ing the rich richer and letting 
Wall Street police itself does 
not lead to a better economy. It 
just makes the rich richer and, 
sooner or later, it will lead to 
the type of financial crisis we 
experienced under President 
George W. Bush. The Great De-
pression, the savings and loan 
crisis and the Great Recession 
were all the end result of failed 
“trickle-down” economic theo-
ries.

Thirty years later, Gov. 

Cuomo’s speech can still teach 
us. Yes, we must ensure that 
our capital markets are strong 
and investors are willing to put 
their capital at risk. However, 
we must also make sure that 
the largest amount of people 
can participate in the success 
of our economy.

The working class and 
middle class must believe their 
children can do better. Parents 
need to know that their chil-
dren can get a good public edu-
cation and that their children 
will be prepared to compete in 
the global economy of the 21st 
century. Seniors should not 
have to decide whether to buy 
their prescriptions or pay for 
the heat in their home. People 
should be able to walk in the 
street and not have to worry 
about being stopped by police 
simply because of the color of 
their skin. We must keep work-
ing so that everyone believes 
in that shining city on the hill.

Rest in peace, Gov. Cuomo. 
You were an inspiration to me 
and to many in my generation. 
You made me proud to be a 
Democrat and proud to be from 
Queens.

Steve Behar
Bayside

Remembering Mario Cuomo

READERS WRITE

If New York City passed a 
law requiring all private reli-
gious schools to remove any 
references to the Bible from 
the curriculum, or demanded 
that parochial schools physi-
cally strip crucifixes or nativ-
ity scenes from the from their 
classrooms, such a law would 
plainly be in violation of the 
First Amendment, and would 
be struck down by the courts.

However, if the city uses a 
carrot instead of a stick to en-
tice private religious schools 
to agree to those very same 
actions, the First Amendment 
legally has nothing to say, only 
religious leaders consciences 
stand in the way of such secu-
larizing and divisive policies.

Such an apparent Hobson’s 
choice was recently faced by 
the prelates of the New York 
Catholic dioceses, as well as 
Jewish religious leaders, with 
the Catholic Church hierarchy 
succumbing to the allure of the 
easy money, but many Jewish 

leaders successfully resisting 
the temptation.

It has been widely reported 
that the Archdiocese of New 
York, represented by Cardi-
nal Dolan, and the Diocese of 
Brooklyn Queens, helmed by 
Bishop DiMarzio, have pub-
licly supported Mayor Bill de 
Blasio’s Free Universal Pre-
Kindergarten programs. Free 
UPK programs are therefore 
now becoming available at 
many Catholic elementary 
academies/schools in New 
York City, including Brooklyn 
and Queens, subsidized by a 
growing city bureaucracy un-
der an increasingly unpopular 
Mayor de Blasio.

While other early child-
hood programs are run entire-
ly by the academy or school, 
UPK is a New York State early 
childhood initiative, adminis-
tered in New York City by the 
Department of Education. In 
New York City, children are 
eligible if they are 4 years old 

or become 4 by Dec. 31 of the 
school year in which they are 
enrolled in the program.

According to DiBlasio, free 
UPK would ensure that every 
child regardless of income 
would receive a seat in school. 
The mayor therefore needed 
to scramble to find space for 
24,000 pre-kindergarten stu-
dents by the fall of 2015.

The Catholic Archdiocese 
of New York, along with the 
Diocese of Brooklyn, had an 
estimated 1,700 seats available 
for DiBlasio’s Universal Pre-
kindergarten students.    But in 
exchange for receiving these 
UPK funds from the City of 
New York, the Catholic lead-
ers have explicitly agreed to 
remove all references to Je-
sus Christ from these school 
classrooms. That directive 
effectively means that all cru-
cifixes, statues of the Virgin 
Mary and nativity scenes at 
Christmas must be removed 
from any classroom used for 

UPK even if every one of the 
students attending happens to 
be Catholic or Christian.

In essence, by agreeing to 
accept New York City taxpay-
er funds to fill up classrooms 
at their Catholic schools, the 
church has effectively agreed 
to start to become a quasi-pub-
lic school system during school 
hours, even to the detriment of 
Catholic school students who 
are paying full tuition to attend 
these same pre-kindergarten 
classes.

Dr. Timothy McNiff, 
schools superintendent for the 
Archdiocese of New York, re-
portedly told the media that 
the situation is lamentable. He 
noted, however, that UPK fami-
lies who want age-appropriate 
Catholic religious instruction 
for their children have other 
options for their children out-
side of the UPK classroom. 
He cited parish programs and 
other church and school wrap-
around programs that con-

tinue after the publicly-funded 
UPK classes. Therefore, there 
is no wonder that Jewish reli-
gious institutions are report-
edly opting not to participate, 
especially Jewish Orthodox 
schools, due to the programs 
overtly secular expectations.

According to the New York 
Times, the biblical story of No-
ah’s Ark will be taught, with-
out mention of who told Noah 
to build it and crucifixes will 
be removed

This is an unacceptable 
compromise of beliefs by the 
Catholic hierarchy, in my per-
sonal opinion.

Catholic leaders should seri-
ously reconsider their decision 
to support Mayor DiBlasio’s ef-
forts in this regard, and learn 
something about standing up 
for Biblical principles from our 
Jewish brothers and sisters.

Joseph Gioconda
Bayside

Well intentioned people 
have misconstrued and 
transformed the meaning of 
equality. There is a big dif-
ference between the govern-
ment treating people equally 
and attempting to make them 
equal. Unlike the signs in 
our national parks caution-
ing us not to feed the animals, 
Americans are being taught 
that distributing food to each 
other through the tax code is 
economically wise and social-
ly just.

In November 2011, the num-
ber of people participating in 
the food stamp program called 
SNAP was 46.3 million, an in-
crease of more than 60 percent 
under the reign of President 
Barack Obama and more than 
160 percent since 2000. The 
government continues to ag-
gressively promote participa-
tion and in 2013, “invested” 
76.4 billion in the program. 
Even Robin Hood didn’t con-
sider himself an investor.

Once upon a time, the pur-
pose of welfare programs was 
to eliminate the need for their 
existence and their measure 
of success was how many peo-

ple leave welfare and not how 
many are added. We are wit-
nessing the ever-increasing 
welfare state, the ever-grow-
ing sense among our citizens 
of “entitlement,” and the ev-
er-shrinking understanding 
within the American soul of 
our founding traits of self-re-
liance and voluntary private 
and family charity when self-
reliance is insufficient. We 
are becoming a society that 
makes poverty more comfort-
able instead of doing what we 
need to reduce poverty.

It is axiomatic what the 
government gives to someone 
it must first take from some-
body else and a government 
that gives you everything you 
need has the power to take ev-
erything you have.

Alexis de Tocqueville, 
in his book “Democracy in 
America,” observed, “Ameri-
cans are so enamored of 
equality, they would rather be 
equal in slavery than unequal 
in freedom.”

Ed Konecnik
Flushing

Rediscovering lost art  
of American self-reliance

Leaders must resist pro-secular apple



14    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, JAN. 9-15, 2015, 2015 BT FT TL

N
ew York lost one of its 
native-born jewels re-
cently: Mario Cuomo, a 
larger-than-life leader 

whose words inspired a nation 
and spoke truth to power, has 
passed. And with him goes an 
era of passionate liberalism, a 
credo he embraced while oth-
ers ran from it.

Three decades ago  Mario 
Cuomo spoke about a “tale of 
two cities” in America , lash-
ing out at the trickle down 
economics and social Darwin-
ism of the Ronald Reagan era, 
when this country began its 
slide towards the gilded era 
of today. Many lauded his elo-
quence and his passion, but 
few heeded his warnings that 
too many Americans were be-
ing left behind and that Presi-
dent Reagan’s “shining city 

on the hill” only applied to the 
upper class. 

Mario Cuomo was ahead of 
the curve and his social anal-
ysis was prophetic. His thun-
derous speech at the Demo-
cratic convention in 1984 
could have catapulted him to 
the White House in the same 
way that Barack Obama’s 
inspiring words did just 24 
years later. 

His left-of-center leanings 
— including his principled 
stance against the death pen-
alty and his belief in robust 
social programs – branded 
him a liberal, at a time when 
that philosophy had not yet 
been neutered by people who 
preferred to refer to them-
selves as progressives. Cuomo 
was endorsed in every one of 
his campaigns by New York 
State’s Liberal Party and, in 
return, he was one of its most 
popular stalwarts.

Mario Cuomo’s impres-
sive career in public service 
defined New York State in 
the late 20th and early 21st 
centuries, when he gave voice 

to the voiceless, spoke for the 
dispossessed, and believed in 
a government that could pro-
vide a hand up for those left 
behind. He was a proud Lib-
eral, and carried the banner 
of that once-powerful party 
for more than a decade. 

Cuomo was dubbed “Ham-
let on the Hudson” because 
many believed he would see 
eight sides to each issue and 
engage in an interior mono-
logue about each that made 
his decision-making worthy 
of treatises, not twitter. His 
scholarly speeches and style 
of governing made him more 
of a man of the cloth or an aca-
demic, not a rapid-fire straight 
talker like his nemesis down-
state in Gracie Mansion — Ed-
ward I. Koch, of whom many 
said the middle initial was 
more pronoun than abbrevia-
tion.

Cuomo was a complex, but 
pragmatic, man who could 
at once be the leading voice 
against the death penalty but 
then go on to build many new 
prisons in upstate New York. 

He could prune the New York 
State budget in a lean econo-
my but still speak eloquently 
for the need to do more to help 
our under class. He was a pi-
ous Catholic, but he famously 
defended a women’s right to 
choose.

Cuomo once said rather 
poignantly: “In politics, we 
campaign in poetry and gov-
ern in prose.” This statement 
is true for many politicians, 
most recently our current 
president Barack Obama, 
whose 2008 campaign rheto-
ric inspired a nation while his 
next six years of governing 
lulled many into a less exalted 
state.

But much of politics and 
leadership is about inspira-
tion, moving society to heed 
its better angels and about 
articulating a moral map dur-
ing an era that sorely needs 
ethical representation. Mario 
Cuomo was a politician from 
a bygone era: a child of immi-
grants who through the sheer 
force of his intellect and his 
oratorical skills stood at the 

precipice of the highest office 
in the land. He talked about 
lifting the weak and the poor 
and he never wavered from 
his core principles.

May we see more of his ilk 
in the coming years and may 
his words of wisdom from the 
1984 Democratic convention 
inspire all of us to end our na-
tion’s “tale of two cities.”

How ironic it is that when 
his son Andrew made his first 
foray into elective politics 
in 2002, his incomplete cam-
paign resulted in the Liberal 
Party losing its ballot status 
after more than six decades. 

Wouldn’t it be a great trib-
ute to his father’s brand of lib-
eralism if Andrew became its 
standard bearer in the next 
decade?

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.
com.

COLUMNS

Prophetic Cuomo tough act to follow

I
t was during the period af-
ter Sept. 11, 2001 when the 
World Trade Center was 
attacked, that our New 

York City police and fire de-
partments obtained the over-
whelming gratitude of the 
citizens of our city.

Back then, our police and 
fire departments, as now, 
were considered the Bravest 
and the Finest in view of their 
outstanding efforts in search-
ing for and rescuing victims 
from the World Trade disas-
ter. In some cases, off duty po-
lice and firemen came to the 
World Trade Center on their 

own time, day after day, and 
aided in the rescue operation.

The public was grateful for 
their sacrifices. Police and 
firefighters were applauded 
and saluted continually. 
There were candlelight vigils 
held in front of police precinct 
buildings and firehouses.

Television and movie films 
were made highlighting the 
accomplishments of police and 
firefighter public servants. It 
was the time of a tremendous 
amount of respect for the men 
and women of the police and 
fire departments.

The general public and 
these two important arms 
of the city government were 
firm in working towards com-
mon goals.

Today, we see a struggle 
going on that has been char-
acterized as a “war on police” 
which recently resulted in the 
execution of two police offi-

cers.
We cannot have this situ-

ation in a civilized society. 
There should be a bond of co-
operation between the people 
and the city police.

In our schools, especially in 
the middle and high schools, 
students should be taught the 
meaning of law enforcement 
and how cooperation between 
the citizens and the police is 
so vitally important if our 
city is to successfully grow 
and prosper.

Senior police officials can 
give presentations to civic 
groups and community repre-
sentative organizations about 
how to improve efforts by 
residents and police working 
together to fight crime.

More attention can be giv-
en to having police officers on 
radio and television programs 
as guests. In that way, people 
may get a better understand-

ing of police procedures.
In terms of our state legis-

lative branch of government, 
stronger penalties should be 
adopted in dealing with at-
tacks on police. It is impor-
tant that would-be criminals 
who attack police physically 
and refuse to follow their in-
structions will face harsh 
punishments.

Any criminal who assaults 
a police officer should face a 
punishment of 10 to 15 years 
in prison, if convicted. Any 
criminal who kills an on-duty 
policeman should be subject 
to life in prison without pa-
role. The possibility of mak-
ing the act of killing a police 
officer a federal crime should 
be looked into.

This so-called war against 
the police has got to be 
stopped. It is not only dealing 
with criminal elements, but 
as has been said many times 

before, “our police put their 
lives on the line every day to 
protect our city and its citi-
zens.”

During the 20-year period 
from 1994 to 2014, when Rudy 
Giuliani and Mike Bloomberg 
were mayors, the police de-
partment had a good working 
relationship with City Hall. 
The police during that time 
felt they had the support of the 
mayor’s office. However, with 
Bill deBlasio as mayor, all 
that seems to have changed. 
Our police no longer get the 
same support they received 
from City Hall.

It is essential that the may-
or’s office and also our City 
Council back up the police as 
they do their job under very 
trying circumstances.

A well-trained police force 
with high moral and motiva-
tion is necessary for now and 
for our city in the future.

Time to end the war on New York police
William
Lewis

n

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

Contact the newsroom: 718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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State Assemblyman Jeffrion Aubry 
(D-Corona) successfully applied for a 
pension that will supplement his sal-
ary as he enters his 25th year in office, 
the state comptroller’s office said.

The comptroller’s team said it does 
not give pension estimates.

Aubry did not return requests for 
comment.

Aubry, who has represented East 
Elmhurst and Corona since 1992, is 
among a dozen state lawmakers first 
elected who filed to retire after the pre-
vious legislative session and remained 
eligible to accept the pension and pay-
check if reelected this term.

Ex-state Sen. Malcolm Smith also 
submitted retirement papers, accord-
ing to the comptroller’s office. He, how-
ever, lost his southeast Queens seat to 
incoming state Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-
Hollis).

State Assemblywoman Vivian Cook 
(D-Jamaica) is among 14 state legisla-
tors who previously double-dipped.

She earns a $40,122.36 annual pen-

sion, the comptroller’s office said.
— Sarina Trangle

It turns out incoming state Sen. 
Leroy Comrie’s (D-Hollis) campaign 
promise of change is taking root in a 
familiar place — his predecessor’s dis-
trict office.

Comrie said his team is temporarily 
locating in former state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith’s district office, at 205-20 Jamai-
ca Ave., as it works on permanently 
moving into Comrie’s old City Council 
office, at 111-20 Farmers Blvd.

Comrie beat Smith after frequent-
ly calling for change in southeast 
Queens.

Smith was arrested in 2013 and 
charged with allegedly conspiring to 
bribe his way onto the Republican line 
in the mayoral elections.

Comrie said his former chief of staff 

Derrick Davis would assume that role 
in his state Senate office.

He intends to hire Mar-
sha Mortimore as an admin-
istrative assistant in Albany.
Anticipated district staff hires include: 
Khaair Morrison as a community liai-
son and scheduler, Amir Abbady as a 
community liaison and Lois Meny-
wether as a community affairs and 
events coordinator.

Comrie’s district office telephone 
number is 718-454-0162, and its fax 
number is 718-454-0186.

The senator’s Albany office tele-
phone number is 518-455-2701, and its 
fax number is 518-455-2816.

— Sarina Trangle

BY MADINA TOURE

The city announced it would lift a 
ban on cell phones and other electronic 
devices at schools. 

The current policy requires stu-
dents to leave their cell phones at home 
or leave them outside the building. The 
change would go into effect March 2 if 
approved by the Panel for Educational 
Policy in February. 

“Lifting the cell phone ban is about 
common sense, while ensuring student 
safety as well as high-level learning in 
our classrooms,” City Schools Chan-
cellor Carmen Fariña said. 

The change ends unequal enforce-

ment in high-needs schools and shows 
respect for families, Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio said. 

A new regulation would allow prin-
cipals and school leadership teams to 
explore options, such as putting devic-
es in backpacks or a specific location or 
allowing them to be used during lunch, 
in certain areas and for instructional 
purposes in classrooms. A default pol-
icy would require schools or students 
to store phones out of sight during the 
school day.

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

JEFFRION AUBRY

Aubry to get pension

Comrie opens offi ce 

City moves to ban cell phones in 

 Huntington Learning Center 
announces its co-founder and CEO, 
Eileen Huntington, named by En-
trepreneur magazine, as one of 
three “Women to Watch” in 2015. 

The Entrepreneur profile docu-
ments Huntington Learning Cen-
ter’s rise to the top of the tutoring 
and test prep industry, and delves 
into Eileen’s leadership style of 
“positivity and high expecta-
tions.” Under Eileen’s leadership, 
Huntington Learning Center has 
climbed ten spots on Entrepre-
neur’s annual Franchise 500 rank-
ings due to the company’s finan-
cial strength and stability, growth 
rate, system size, years in business 
and low start up costs. This is the 
eighth year ranked as a Franchise 
500 company.

The Entrepreneur profile docu-
ments Huntington Learning Cen-
ter’s rise to the top of the tutoring 
and test prep industry, and delves 
into Eileen’s leadership style of 
“positivity and high expecta-
tions.” Under Eileen’s leadership, 
Huntington Learning Center has 
climbed ten spots on Entrepre-
neur’s annual Franchise 500 rank-
ings due to the company’s finan-
cial strength and stability, growth 
rate, system size, years in business 
and low start up costs. This is the 
eighth year ranked as a Franchise 
500 company. 

Eileen and Ray Huntington 
opened the first Huntington Learn-
ing Center in 1977 when, as Eileen 
tells Entrepreneur “at the time, 
there was no real tutoring indus-
try ...there was no model to follow...
what do we have to lose?” That grit 
and entrepreneurial spirit are the 
reasons why she is franchising’s 
woman to watch. 

Today, Eileen, Ray and the en-
tire Huntington team lead the #1 
producing tutoring franchise, pro-
ducing 50% more in revenue than 
their closest competitor. Hunting-
ton’s financial results are a direct 
result of student performance. 
In just three months, on average, 
Huntington’s tutoring students in-
crease 1/2 grade levels in reading 
and 1 grade level in math. On av-
erage, Huntington’s test prep stu-
dents increase 192 points on the 
SAT and 4.2 points on the ACT in 
just 21/2 months. 

Huntington began franchising 
in 1985 and now has over 260 lo-
cations across the United States. 
In 2013, the company changed its 
franchise model to lower its ini-
tial franchise fees. Now, individu-
als looking to take control of their 

lives and own their own business 
can become a franchisee for a to-
tal upfront investment of less than 
$100K. Huntington offers financ-
ing options, great flexibility, with 
part-time start up, and tremendous 
training and support. 

Huntington’s mission is to give 
every student the best education 
possible. Eileen shares with Entre-
preneur, “We’re working with chil-
dren. When a child calls up and 
says, ‘I got on the honor roll for the 
first time,’ you are just over the 
moon for that.” This sums up what 
Huntington does; it changes lives 
and helps students achieve their 
academic goals. 

Fittingly, Entrepreneur rated 
the “children’s businesses” cat-
egory as the fourth largest sector 
in its rankings. According to the 
magazine, “From companies that 
offer preschoolers a head start to 
tutoring services that help high-
schoolers boost SAT scores, fran-
chises are earning high marks by 
supplementing the traditional ed-
ucation system.” Huntington has 
been named a Top 20 Children’s 
Services and Education Franchise 
in Opportunity World magazine, 
an All Star Franchise by All Busi-
ness, a Top 100 Franchise by the 
World Franchising Network and 
a Top 50 Franchise for Minorities 
by the National Minority Fran-
chising Initiative. Huntington is 
nationally accredited by Middle 
States Association of Colleges and 
Schools and Western Association 
of Schools and Colleges. 

Read the full 2015 Franchise 500 
ranking at Entrepreneur.com/fran-
chise500/index.html. 

Huntington Learning Center 
is a tutoring and test prep leader 
with certified teachers providing 
individualized instruction in read-
ing, phonics, writing, study skills, 
elementary and middle school 
math, Algebra through Calculus, 
Chemistry and other sciences. 
Huntington preps for the SAT and 
ACT, as well as state and standard-
ized exams. The skills, confidence, 
and motivation developed by Hun-
tington helps students succeed and 
meet the needs of Common Core 
State Standards. Founded in 1977, 
Huntington’s mission is to give 
every student the best education 
possible. Learn how Huntington 
can help at Huntingtonhelps.com. 
For franchise opportunities please 
visit Huntingtonfranchise.com. 

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Eileen Huntington Profiled In 
Entrepreneur Magazine’s January 

2015 Franchise 500 Issue
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BY SARINA TRANGLE

After his first year in of-
fice, Mayor Bill de Blasio’s ad-
ministration touted what it de-
scribed as a complete revamp 
of the Build it Back program.

City Hall said it exceeded 
goals outlined this summer of 
cutting 1,500 reimbursement 
checks for Hurricane Sandy 
recovery work undertaken by 
landlords and of beginning 
construction work on 1,000 
homes by 2015. 

As of Dec. 31, the admin-
istration said reconstruction 
had gotten under way at 1,002 
homes and 2,104 reimburse-
ment checks had been mailed.

In Queens,  9,132 single-
family properties have pend-
ing Build it Back applications, 
3,852 have had damage as-
sessed and been given pro-
gram options and 2,033 have 
selected a path, including the 
708 who have received reim-
bursement checks and the 330 
where rebuilding has begun, 
according to the city’s Sandy 
Funding Tracking tool. As of 

Monday, 97 homes had con-
struction completed.

Progress appears to be a bit 
slower on multi-family homes. 
The Sandy Funding Tracker 
said Build it Back has re-
ceived 162 such applications in 
Queens, completed inspections 
at 94, started construction 
on three sites and approved a 
dozen reimbursement checks, 
as of Monday.

Amy Peterson, director of 
the Mayor’s Office of Housing 
Recovery, noted the initiative, 
which was started under for-
mer Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
to assist homeowners, land-
lords and renters affected by 
the 2012 storm, had not broken 
ground on any homes before 
de Blasio assumed the mayor-
ship.

“Since Mayor de Blasio 
overhauled Build it Back, hom-
eowners have seen increased 
flexibility, improved commu-
nication and – most impor-
tantly – real results,” Peterson 
said in a statement. “In 2015, 
we’re going to build on that 
progress by dramatically ex-

panding design and construc-
tion capacity to ensure that ev-
ery homeowner gets the relief 
they need.”

Faith in New York, which 
helped start the Alliance for 
a Just Rebuilding and packed 
more than 1,000 people into 
Greater Allen A.M.E. Cathe-
dral in Jamaica this summer 

to demand changes to the ad-
ministration’s Sandy efforts, 
said most of its requests had 
been fulfilled.

“We’ve been very pleased,” 
said Onleilove Alston, the 
group’s interim executive di-
rector. “One of our demands 
was for weekly check-in calls 
and meetings with the mayor’s 

administration... and those 
took place weekly after the fo-
rum.”

Faith in New York said the 
administration had redirected 
$200 million to help families 
pay for temporary housing as 
their permanent homes were 
rebuilt, extended rental as-
sistance for up to four years 
and set aside $3 million for 
workforce development and 
training with the goal of staff-
ing at least 20 percent of Sandy 
rebuilding work with Sandy 
victims. 

On the other side of 
Queens, Joann Ariola, of the 
Howard Beach-Lindenwood 
Civic, said people have noticed 
a marked improvement. But 
she said many still have ques-
tions, particularly about how 
high homes have to be raised 
in Hamilton Beach and Broad 
Channel.

“There’s still a ways to go,” 
she said. “We’re in the process 
of having Build it Back come 
to our Jan. 27 meeting for any 
concerns or questions resi-
dents have.”

Joseph O’Grady (l.) talks with Kevin Murphy about rebuilding Murphy’s 
Sandy-damaged home in Belle Harbor. AP/Mark Lennihan

Build it Back goals exceeded in 2014: de Blasio
Queens civic groups praise administration’s revamped Hurricane Sandy recovery program 
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BY JUAN SOTO

A federal appeals court dismissed 
the lawsuit filed by the Eastern Queens 
Alliance, a nonprofit representing 
thousands of borough residents, seek-
ing to stop the runway expansion at 
Kennedy Airport

“We lost the appeal,” Clyde Vanel, 
the attorney for the civic group, said 
Wednesday.

During oral arguments, Vanel had 
asked the three-judge panel of the Sec-
ond Circuit Court of Appeals in Man-
hattan to order the Federal Aviation 
Administration to complete an envi-
ronmental study to determine if the 
expansion would have a significant 
impact on the residents who live in the 
area.

But the court dismissed the law-
suit.

Now the Eastern Queens group is 
considering taking the case to the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

“It’s early to know if we will appeal 
the decision to the Supreme Court,” he 
said. 

The ruling clears the airport to 
move on with the project, an expansion 
that consists of adding 728 feet to the 
tarmac from the current 11,351 feet to 
12,079. The runway would be about 600 
feet closer to the community, affecting 
Springfield Gardens and Rosedale.

The project, which will cost $292 
million, also includes widening the 
runway 4L/22R and replacing the ex-
isting asphalt and constructing high-

speed taxiways. The work would allow 
for landing planes to exit the runway 
faster and with a bigger runway, the in-
ternational airport can accommodate 
larger planes, including Airbus 380, 
the double-decker passenger aircraft. 

Days after the federal appeals 
court’s ruling, the civic association 
began asking borough residents to 
sign a petition calling on the Obama 
administration to propose a revision of 
the Federal Aviation Authority’s noise 
standards. 

The petition asks Congress and the 
FAA “to revisit the FAA’s health and 
safety standards for noise exposure in 
light of technological and scientific ad-
vancement and discovery.” 

It pointed out that communities in 
eastern Queens and “airport-adjacent 
communities across the nation are 
overburdened and it isn’t fair.”

According to the Eastern Queens 
Alliance, a federation of civic associa-
tions from southeast Queens, studies 
have shown that people living within 
a 6-mile radius of an airport “may be 
at risk of dying prematurely from an 
environmental carcinogen, such as 
chemicals associated with airports.”

The group said that using the 65 
Day-Night Noise Level as the thresh-
old for noise pollution “is outdated and 
that significant health effects can be 
attained at exposure above 55.”

Reach reporter Juan Soto by e-mail 
at jsoto@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

After losing its latest appeal, a Queens group has only one last chance to stop a runway ex-
pansion at JFK Airport, the U.S. Supreme Court.  AP /Mark Lennihan

Civic loses court battle
to stop JFK expansion

Shop Locally
at Strawberry’s

Mon.-Sat. 10am-7:30pm | Sun. 10am-7pm 

Mon.-Wed. 11am-8pm | Thurs. & Fri. 10am-9pm 
Sat. 10am-8pm | Sun. 11am-7pm 

Mon.-Sat. 10am-9pm | Sun. 11am-7pm 

Mon.-Sat. 10am-8pm | Sun. 11am-7pm

Save on fashion clothing and accessories! 

:
Where you can fi nd cutting-edge fashion 

and brands at astounding prices
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Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 
125 Broad Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10004  •  212-233-5531 Patrick J. Lynch, President

of the City of New York

www.nycpba.org

Thank you for your support.

Self-serving politicians and cynical pundits think that
New York City police officers are more worried about
settling a contract than mourning our fallen brothers.

Real New Yorkers know better. You’ve stood with us.
You’ve grieved with us. You’ll work with us to protect
our city and hold accountable all those who have
stirred up hatred and violence against police officers.

This is what it’s all about.
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LATE

World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 

761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777
Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com

Neck & Back Pain  |  Scoliosis & Spinal Deformities | Knee & Hip 
Replacement | Hand, Shoulder, Elbow & Ankle  |  Sports Medicine  | 
Pediatric Orthopeadics  |  Physiatry, Pain Management  |  Pain 
Management Psychology  |  Chiropractic Care  |  Acupuncture  |  MRI

New York Spine Institute is the only comprehensive 

Spine Institute and Full Orthopedic Center on Long 

Island affiliated with NYU Langone’s Hospital for Joint 

Diseases. This center brings nationally and internationally 

recognized leaders in Spinal Care to your community.
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Get ready. Get set.
Get ahead.

Astoria 
718-726-MATH

Bayside 
718-747-MATH

Forest Hills 
718-544-MATH

www.mathnasium.com

FREE TRIAL! With ad.

Right now as the second half of the 
school year gets into full swing, so does 
the peak flu season.

Parents know that along with li-
brary books, art projects and work-
sheets, their kids often bring home 
a ton of germs. As students travel on 
the school bus, sit in the cafeteria, 
and participate in classroom studies, 

they can pick up viruses and bacteria. 
By simply touching their desks and 
lunch tables and swapping school sup-
plies with classmates, kids are likely 
to bring home germs from school, and 
then spread them to family members.

“Visiting Nurse Associations pro-
vide critical support in flu prevention 
through immunization clinics and 

providing educational resources to 
families, caregivers, schools and com-
munity centers,” said Tracey Moor-
head, president and CEO of the Visiting 
Nurse Associations of America. “With 
school back in session and flu season 
looming, it is important for parents to 
be aware of germs that can pass from 
school to home, and everywhere in be-

tween.”
Seasonal flu activity can begin 

as early as October, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention. That’s why it’s important for 
parents to start taking preventative 
steps to stop the spread of germs that 
can cause cold and flu now, so they are 

Continued on Page 26

How to keep kids healthy this winter

A TIMESLEDGER SPECIAL SECTION JAN. 9-15, 2015
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222-05 56th Avenue, Bayside, NY 11364

��ivate, n�n����t ��u�-yea� 
colleges and universities 

$30,094*
Average �	
	 tuition � �ees �er year 

* Source: The College Board

  

$4,900*
�uition � �ees �er year 

* New York State residents

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO APPLY FOR SPRING 2015!

www.qcc.cuny.edu/admissions

$$44,900
��uitionn � �ees �er

* New
SAVE
MORE!

Kids love video games — 
they’re exciting, fun and en-
grossing. 

While games can pro-
mote learning and growth, 
too much video gaming — or 
playing inappropriate games 
— can lead to negative con-
sequences. What should par-
ents know to make good game 
choices for their children?

“The video game rating 
system works well and is pret-
ty accurate,” said Richard 
Fiore, an instructor in game 
art and design/visual effects 
and motion graphics at The Il-
linois Institute of Art. 

The Entertainment Soft-
ware Rating Board  provides 
ratings from “Early Child-
hood” to “Adult Only.” Fiore 
said that while these ratings 
are accurate, it is up to the 
parent to pay attention to 
them.

For young children, Fiore 
said tablets are the way to go, 
because they are very tactile. 
He adds that it is important 
to get your child acclimated 

to technology, and tablets are 
great for children’s hand-eye 
coordination. 

“Leapfrog makes tablets 
that are tough enough for kids 
to play with,” he said.

 These tablets make age-ap-

propriate games and provide 
children with technology that 
resembles what their parents 
have.

Ken Kavanagh, visual 
and game programming in-
structor at The Art Institute 

of Vancouver, said education 
software and software that 
makes a child think is bet-
ter than twitch games, where 
children are simply moving a 
character around. 

“You can start a child on 

software earlier as long as 
you are adamant on it being 
educational,” he said.

As children grow, you can 
continue this with games 
that encourage creativity and 
imagination. He said a lot of 
online education games and 
storybook software are prom-
inent for young children, 
where they have some inter-
action with the story.

Fiore recommends Disney 
online gaming for young chil-
dren. All safety features are 
turned on so there is no chat-
ting with strangers. He likes 
Club Penguin, because it is 
somewhat educational and 
fun. It allows children to play 
with other children around 
the world, with preloaded 
things they can say to each 
other. 

“It’s enough for kids to feel 
like they are playing real vid-
eo games and being part of a 
community,”  Fiore said. 

For online games, Ka-
vanagh likes Hooda Math, 

Game on! Picking the best video system 

Continued on Page 25

EDUCATIONEDUCATION
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Brandon Maxwell
Student of Distinction
January 2015
Jamaica Gateway to the Sciences
St. Albans, New York

We are pleased to induct Brandon Max-
well into the Student of Distinction ranks! 
Brandon is a student of merit at Jamaica 
Gateway to the Sciences, where, in addi-
tion to being partial to Biology and Social 
Studies, he is an Honor Student with a 3.6 
GPA. The most distinctive trait Brandon pos-
sesses is his determination to succeed and 
be a valued, contributing member of his 
community.

Regarding tenacity, Brandon has been 
a proud member of the You Can Go To 
College Committee since 2012. The pro-
gram introduces participants to a variety 
of college majors and assists in preparing 
students for college via SAT test prepara-
tion, workshops, and college tours. His 
exemplary participation in the program 
earned Brandon the 2014 Student of the 
Year Award from the Committee this past 
November.

Awards gravitate toward those most 
deserving. Included among Brandon’s cita-
tions and awards are a Certifi cate of Merit, 
November 2014, New York State Assem-
bly; Public Advocate, Certifi cate in Recogni-
tion of Academic Excellence, November 
2014; Academic Honor Award Recogni-
tion, May 2012; Certifi cate of Achievement, 
The Links Incorporated Digital Vision Board 
Workshop; and NASA SEMA Certifi cate, 
York College, July 2011.

In his spare time, Brandon’s athletic skills 
are displayed on the Varsity Boys Basket-
ball team. One may also enjoy listening 
to his musical chops on Alto Saxophone. 
Recently, Brandon was selected to perform 
a solo piece at the 2014 Winter Concert.

What is it, though, that propels young 
men like Brandon to the forefront? Accord-
ing to several, the Maxwell family provides 
a wonderfully strong support team. Guid-
ance Counselor Wong Tai explains that 
“the close family constantly makes sure 
Brandon is doing the right things. I feel that 
this is what motivates Brandon… his whole 
family is dedicated to his education.”

Rodney Pride, LCSW, United Black Men 
of Queens Foundation, agrees whole-
heartedly. “Brandon is a well-grounded 
young man whose family promotes high 
standards, ethics, and integrity. His even 
temperament uniquely positions him to be a 
future leader and an asset to his community 
at large.”

Brandon has found community service to 
be both fulfi lling and educationally stimu-
lating. He volunteers at Addisleigh Park 
Civic Association where he ensures that 
the monthly Civic Association Newsletter is 
distributed in a timely fashion. He has also 
volunteered at the St. Albans Veterans Hos-

pital for more than 2 years where he plans 
and helps facilitate recreational activities 
in collaboration with veterans and staff 
members.  He also assists disabled veterans 
with their recreational activities. 

Mr. Tai recalls how profoundly touched 
Brandon was by volunteering at St. Albans 
Veterans Hospital. ”He was inspired by an 
elderly veteran with whom he developed 
a strong rapport. The stories the veteran 
shared overwhelmed Brandon with empa-
thy,” says Mr. Tai.

So much so, that Brandon would like 
to pursue a career in Physical Therapy.  
Toward that end, he is an enthusiastic mem-
ber of the school’s Medical Club, which 
permitted him to explore the many medical 
professions. 

Brandon’s personality is one of contem-
plation and commitment. Discussing his 
choices, Brandon says, “All of the afore-
mentioned experiences have been invalu-
able to me and helped me mature into the 
young man I am today. As I refl ect upon my 
life, the choice that I have made to become 
a Physical Therapist is a direct result of my 
volunteer experiences and my wanting to 
give back to my community, specifi cally 
to enhance and improve the mobility of 
individuals.”

Looking toward the future, Mr. Pride sees 
a brilliant one for Brandon. “His work ethic 
and study habits,” he explains, “are highly 
commendable and destined to take him far 
in life. He has exhibited a hunger for knowl-
edge. Combined with Brandon’s curiosity 
and eagerness to learn new things, he will 
no doubt do well in his college studies.”

Given the support of his family, the 
praise of others, and his own personal 
drive to excel, there is no doubt Brandon 
will succeed in the path he lays out for him-
self. We wish him continued success along 
his future road!

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

877-786-6560  •   myNYCB.com

Over 
35 Convenient 

branch locations 
throughout 

Queens

My
is

©2015 New York Community Bank - Member FDIC

Bank Anywhere You See NYCB!
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718-353-6276 ext 11

13-20 124th St. College Point, NY 11356 

www.stagneshs.org

Every school year, busy 
parents tack on more daily 
chores to their to-do lists. 

In addition to packing 
lunches and getting kids 
dressed, they also have to 
make sure last night’s home-
work was completed. 

For many families, the 
morning routine also means 
getting everyone in the car 
and on the road in time so the 
kids are not late to class and 
parents are able to get to work 
by 9 a.m.

With all this chaos it is no 
wonder the morning’s mad 
scramble extends to the school 
gates, with traffic snarling 
and tempers flaring as people 
jockey for position at drop-off 
area.

“Stressed out and distract-
ed drivers mixing with crowds 
of school kids can be a recipe 
for disaster,” said James Fults, 
vice president, personal insur-
ance auto for Fireman’s Fund 
Insurance Company. “School 
zones can be difficult to navi-

gate for drivers, many of 
whom are running late, might 
be receiving important work 
e-mails or calls on their smart 
phones, and trying to have 
last-minute conversations 
with their kids before they 
dash off for the day.”

In fact, as many as one in 
six drivers in school zones 
were reported as distracted in 

a 2009 national study of driv-
ing behavior around middle 
schools. The study was con-
ducted in 15 states by the Safe 
Routes to School organization, 
which works to increase safe-
ty and reduce traffic around 
schools. Cell phones and elec-
tronics were identified as 
the leading distractors, fol-
lowed by eating, drinking and 

smoking. Other distractions 
included reaching and look-
ing behind the driver’s seat, 
grooming and even reading.

Drivers of larger vehicles 
like sports utility vehicles, 
pickup trucks and minivans 
were more distracted than 
car drivers, according to the 
study, and distracted drivers 
appeared more frequently in 

school zones without flashing 
lights and in school zones that 
had a daily traffic volume of 
10,000 or more cars.

Sometimes these distrac-
tions have tragic results. Since 
2003, 1,353 people have died in 
school-transportation-related 
accidents — an average of 135 
fatalities per year — and more 
school-age pedestrians have 
been killed during drop-off 
and pick-up (from 7 a.m. - 8 
a.m. and from 3 p.m. - 4 p.m.) 
than any other times of day, 
according to statistics from 
the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration.

“Remember that your kids 
are learning from your driv-
ing example; don’t teach them 
to be a distracted driver,” 
Fults said. “To ensure that 
everyone makes it home safely 
at the end of the day, drivers 
should concentrate on the task 
at hand and exercise patience 
and caution when getting into 
and out of school zones.”

Do not drive while distracted in school zones

Continued on Page 26

When motoring where students walk, keep your eyes on the road and not your phone

EDUCATIONEDUCATION
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The Common Core Standards 
(“Standards”) are intended to im-
prove student achievement by hav-
ing a “common” set of standards na-
tionwide.

The thinking is this: If students 
are able to achieve these standards, 
they will be much more prepared for 
college and /or their careers. Also, 
if students are taught and assessed 
by the same standards at each grade 
level or subject, the gap between un-
derperforming and high-performing 
students should narrow.

The Standards are designed to 
help students master eight math-
ematical practices: 1) Make sense of 
problems and persevere in solving 
them; 2) Reason abstractly and quan-
titatively; 3) Construct viable argu-
ments and critique the reasoning of 
others; 4) Model with mathematics; 
5) Use appropriate tools strategi-
cally; 6) Attend to precision; 7) Look 
for and make use of structure; and 8) 

Look for and express regularity in 
repeated reasoning.

The Standards place a strong 
emphasis on critical thinking and 
demonstrating knowledge of far 
fewer skills and concepts than previ-
ous standards. The hope is that stu-
dents will gain proficient knowledge 
of these concepts rather than just a 
basic knowledge of the many topics 
presented in the past.

In doing so, the Standards are 
directly addressing the criticism 
that American curriculum has been 
“a mile wide and an inch deep” for 
many, many years, and has been a 
main cause for American students 
testing well behind their foreign 
counterparts.

At Mathnasium, we understand 
the Common Core. The Common 
Core attempts to closely integrate 
number sense and critical thinking 
skills and, as such, has been more 
in common with the Mathnasium 

approach than previous state stan-
dards.

The Mathnasium program has 
always complemented and supple-
mented existing math programs 
used in public and private schools. 
Our support for the Common Core 
will be no different.

Mathnasium’s specialty is mak-
ing math make sense to kids. The 
program is designed for students in 
grades 1-12, who usually attend the 
Center two times per week for an 
hour each session. Mathnasium’s 
focus is on both remediation and en-
richment, providing an opportunity 
for each student to progress from 
their current level of understanding. 
After being given an oral and writ-
ten assessment which allows Math-
nasium to form a three-dimensional 
picture of a student’s strengths and 
weaknesses, a customized program 
is assembled for each student that 
caters to individual learning styles. 

The Mathnasium Method of instruc-
tion is delivered by trained and expe-
rienced instructors on the premises, 
using a combination of guided prac-
tice, manipulatives, and math games 
to engage students at every level.

Multiple independent studies by 
EyeCues Education Systems since 
2004 have found Mathnasium to 
be effective 100% of the time, in-
creasing student performance on 
standard-based tests in 20 sessions 
or fewer. Students’ skills jumped 
at least a grade level, and in most 
cases, multiple grade levels. Ad-
ditionally, a 2010 national study 
of Mathnasium parents showed 
that 98% agree with the statement: 
“Since attending Mathnasium, my 
child’s math skills and understand-
ing have improved.”

Mathnasium Centers are located 
in Astoria (718-726-MATH), Bayside 
(718-747-MATH), and Forest Hills 
(718-544-MATH).

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Goals of the Common Core State Standards

which offers fun flash games 
that have an educational spin 
on them.

Children 6 and older can 
start to appreciate sandbox-
type games such as Mine-
craft. Games such as this, with 
very few limits, “really fosters 
the kids’ imaginations,”  Fiore 
said. “There’s a whole process 
that kids need to learn to build 
and create. I think those games 
are way better, because you 
aren’t simply racing a car or 
collecting coins or fighting.” 

He warns that the most im-
portant thing to remember is 
to turn off the chat function 
because it is the most danger-
ous part for children.

While educational games 
are great for children, Fiore 
said playing a game for fun 
every now and then is totally 
fine. Limiting a child’s screen 
time is also a way to ensure 
your child is experiencing 
other things outside the gam-
ing world. Fiore allows his 
son to have one hour of screen 
time a day, but he can earn 
another hour by reading for 

an hour.
When looking at consoles, 

Fiore recommends Nintendo. 
“It seems like Nintendo 

has more appropriate games 
for kids,” he said. 

For instance, the violence 
in a game like the Mario 
games isn’t real violence, 
but cartoon violence. He also 
said a lot of children enjoy the 
Nintendo 3DS. It’s tough and 
doesn’t scratch. Fiore said if 
a group of children are sitting 
together with 3DSs, they are 
all probably playing the same 
game. This way children 
aren’t playing alone.

Fiore believes virtual re-
ality is the future of gaming, 
but not necessarily a good 
idea for children. 

“I see that being a problem 
for kids, and I say keep them 
out of it,” he said. 

He said children’s eyes are 
still growing and the virtual 
reality glasses can cause a lot 
of eye strain.

Once children start buy-
ing their own software, it is 
important for them to have 
been taught what they should 
buy, Kavanagh said. 

“You have to care what 
your children are interacting 
with,” he said. 

Continued from Page 22 
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This is especially impor-
tant since there are so many 
pedestrians in and around 
schools. In 2012, 4,743 pedes-
trians were killed in traffic 
crashes in the United States, 
and another 76,000 pedestri-
ans were injured, according 
to the NHTSA. In that year, 
more than one in every five 
children between the ages of 5 
and 15 who were killed in traf-
fic crashes were pedestrians.

In order to be as safe as 
possible on the way to and 
from school, drivers should 
heed these tips:

• Be hyper-alert for chil-
dren walking or bicycling to 
school.

• Slow down and always 
obey posted school-zone 
speed limits.

• Remember, children do 
not easily estimate vehicle 
speeds and often misjudge 
when it is safe to cross the 
street.

• Learn and obey the 
school bus laws in your 
state.

• Don’t use cell phones or 
mobile devices, including 
hands-free devices.

• Don’t eat, read, drink or 
groom in the car.

• Don’t tailgate or honk 
your horn.

• Don’t yell, glare or ges-
ture to other drivers, pedes-
trians or cyclists.

• Try to be on time. Run-
ning late increases your 
chances of speeding and 
reckless driving.

prepared for flu season when 
it is at its worst.

To keep kids healthier 
at school and prevent them 
from bringing viruses and 
bacteria home, follow these 
germ-fighting tips:

• The elbow cough — Teach 
kids to cough into elbows, not 
hands, since hands are more 
likely to spread bacteria and 
viruses through touch.

• Reach for disinfecting 
wipes  —  The CDC recom-
mends disinfecting surfaces 
and objects that may be con-
taminated with germs like 
the flu. It is important for 

parents to wipe germ hot 
spots around the house that 
are touched most frequently 
like doorknobs, light switch-
es, faucets, high chairs or 
plastic toys with a household 
disinfectant.

• Make hand hygiene fun 
— Make sure kids wash their 
hands the right way. They 
should wash frequently with 
warm water and soap for at 
least 20 seconds (the time 
it takes to sing the “Happy 
Birthday” song twice).

• Stay home when sick — 
Schools can be petri dishes 
of learning. If possible, keep 
kids home from school when 
they are sick to help prevent 
teachers and classmates from 
catching their illness. 

Continued from Page 24 

Safety

Continued from Page 21 
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Wherever your children are 
in their educational paths, it’s 
never too early—or too late—
to save for college. The FINRA 
Investor Education Founda-
tion has put together these five 
tips that can help you save for 
higher education.

Start now.
Even as costs continue to 

rise, college remains within 
reach for many families, espe-
cially those that start saving 
early. The College Board re-
ports that half of all full-time 
public and private nonprofit 
four-year college students at-
tend institutions charging tu-
ition and fees of $11,550. Small 
amounts of money, if invested 
early, can become sizable in-
vestments through compound-
ing. For example, if you save 
$200 a month at a 6 percent 
annual rate of return for your 
newborn child, you will have 
more than $76,000 for college 
when she turns 18.

Take advantage of tax ad-
vantages. 

Consider tax-advantaged 
savings options such as a 529 
college savings plan. These 
plans, available in every state 
and the District of Columbia, 
allow the money you earn to 
grow tax deferred. Withdraw-
als are tax free when used for 
qualified education expenses. 
You may also be able to take 
advantage of other tax benefits 
associated with a 529 plan.

Be mindful of investment 
risk. 

With most college savings 
investment options, you may 
lose money or your investment 
may not grow enough to pay 
for college. For example, if you 
invest in stock mutual funds, 
chances are the funds’ an-
nual performance will mirror 
the performance of the stock 
market. You may lose money 
during a declining market. On 
the other hand, while savings 
accounts or U.S. savings bonds 
typically protect the principal 
amount you save, the trade-off 
is that they likely will not keep 

pace with the increases in col-
lege costs.

Factor in fees. 
Most college savings op-

tions have fees and expenses. 
Small differences in fees and 
expenses can translate into 
a large difference over time. 
If you invest in mutual funds 
through an Educational Sav-
ings Account (ESA) or custo-
dial account, you should check 
the fee table in the prospectus. 
You can use the FINRA Inves-
tor Education Foundation’s 
Fund Analyzer to compare 
fees to see how the costs of a 
mutual fund or 529 plan add 
up over time.

Understand the limitations 
and restrictions of your col-
lege saving options. 

Most tax-advantaged col-
lege savings plans come with 
rules for how and when you 
can use the money that has 
been saved. For instance, 
there are income phaseouts 
for ESAs and educational sav-
ings bonds.

It’s never too early to start 
saving for college
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Life is what happens when 
you’re busy making other 
plans. 

This age-old adage resonates 
for many whose personal or pro-
fessional obligations delayed 
or rerouted their educational 
goals. The beginning of a new 
year is an ideal time to pause, 
take stock in your goals and 
make a plan for how you can 
achieve them, including going 
back to school to finish the edu-
cation you started and finally 
earning that college degree.

College graduates earn ap-
proximately $17,500 more than 
adults without a degree, and 
they are more likely to be em-
ployed than their less-educated 
counterparts, according to the 
Pew Research Center. Despite 
these advantages, more than 
31 million people started col-
lege in the last 20 years, but did 
not graduate. In fact, 4 million 
adults have completed at least 
two years of college, but have 
not earned a college degree or 
certificate.

Family or personal respon-
sibilities and military service 

are just some of the reasons 
students “opt out” of their edu-
cation. And the thought of go-
ing back to school can be over-
whelming. Madeleine Slutsky, 
vice president of career and stu-
dent services at DeVry Univer-
sity, has advice for those who 
want to return to school.

“Every college and univer-
sity is unique. There is no ‘one 

size fits all’ institution,” she 
said. “Those looking to go back 
to school must research options 
to identify which will help them 
achieve both their academic 
and career goals. Breaking the 
journey down into actionable 
steps will help the decision-
making process.”

Slutsky offers some advice:
• Do research 

Begin by researching your 
field of interest. Use a resource 
like O-Net, which includes a ca-
reer assessment tool to help stu-
dents explore a range of career 
directions.

Researching schools can be 
daunting. Create a list of pros 
and cons of each to help nar-
row your search. Assess each 
institution’s degree programs, 
faculty, student organizations 
and flexible learning options 
to identify those that best align 
with your education and career 
objectives.

• Seek school and career ad-
vice

Connect with friends, fam-
ily members or acquaintances 
who are employed in your ideal 
career field. Their academic 
experiences will help you iden-
tify the qualities your ideal 
degree program possesses. Or 
use LinkedIn to expand your 
professional reach with those 
in the field you are considering.

• Assess credit-transfer op-
portunities

Obtain official copies of your 
transcript and determine which 

credits qualify for transfer to 
your desired program. Com-
plete the school’s evaluations 
and confirm its credit transfer 
policies with an academic advi-
sor who can answer your ques-
tions and help you create an ac-
tion plan.

•Explore financial aid and 
scholarships 

Colleges and universities of-
fer an array of financial aid and 
scholarship options, some spe-
cifically for transfer students. 
Complete the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid online 
to determine what you qualify 
for. In addition, research and 
apply for scholarships. Map out 
financial assistance options, 
policies and deadlines and ap-
ply as early as possible. College 
and university resources as 
well as websites like scholar-
ships.com and fastweb.com can 
aid in your search.

A college-educated work-
force is in demand, and the val-
ue of a college degree continues 
to rise. For adults planning to 
complete their degree, there’s 
no time quite like the present.

Returning to school has never been easier
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 
h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, 
tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ^Slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

2011 MERCEDES E350
$22,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1318. 
15k miles.

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL

CORVETTE2013 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #9700. 34k 
miles. 

$33,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for 

excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 20k 1226 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND 
RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT 

SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400 
         MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,99520
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ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

$103BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 2595, 35k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

$139BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$16,900

'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595

XXXX
DDDAAASSSHHH TTTHHHRRROOOUUUGGGHHH TTTHHHEEE SSSNNNOOOWWW

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2005 Chevy TrailBlazer, 81k J1066 $5,995

 2005 Ford Expedition, 122k 8789 $5,995

 2006 BMW X3, 128k A75616 $6,995

 2006 Toyota Rav 4, 114k 2554 $7,500

 2010 Ford Explorer, 82k 8301 $7,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $7,995

 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995

 2006 Honda Ridgeline, 135k 4629 $9,595

 2006 BMW X5, 85k Y39624 $9,995

 2004 Chevy Avalanche, 88k J1462     $10,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE 

 2007 Jeep Gr Cherokee, 98k J1091     $10,995

 2007 Toyota 4Runner, 86k 9610       $12,995

 2006 Cadillac Escalade, 100k 10464     $12,995

 2007 Toyota FJ Cruiser, 70k 62323     $16,995

1%
 IS ALL YOU PAY TO DRIVE AW

AY! W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766For Complimentary Pick Up
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BY JUAN SOTO
 
Jamaica Bay is taking a 

breather from the daily intake 
of nitrogen discharged into its 
waters.

The completion of a $83 mil-
lion project upgrade to the Ja-
maica Wastewater Treatment 
Plant has resulted in nitrogen 
reduction in the 31-square-
mile body of water, which 
means a cleaner and more eco-
logically sound bay. 

The new technology in-
stalled at the plant “is part of 
our commitment to improving 
water quality, protecting the 
bay as a premier wildlife refu-
gee and continuing the criti-
cally important work to bring 
back a healthier bay for gen-
erations to come,” said Emily 
Lloyd, commissioner for the 
Department of Environmental 
Protection.

Nitrogen reduces levels of 
oxygen in the water, degrad-
ing “the overall ecology and 
promoting excessive algae 
growth,” DEP officials said. 

According to the DEP, the 
system upgrade reduces about 
6,500 pounds of nitrogen that 
goes into the bay per day. 

“Jamaica Bay is one of the 
city’s most diverse natural re-
sources and protecting it is a 
top priority,” Lloyd said. 

Large amounts of nitrogen 
have caused water quality 
problems, although they posed 
no threat to human health.

Jamaica Bay Ecowatchers, 
a nonprofit dedicated to the 
protection and preservation of 
the ecosystem of the bay, wel-
comed the completion of the 
project. 

“We are extremely pleased 
to report that we are already 
noticing significant reduc-
tions in harmful algae blooms 
and increases in dissolved 
oxygen and water clarity due 
to the activations of this new 
technology,” said Daniel Mun-
dy, of Jamaica Bay Ecowatch-
ers.

The New York City Audu-
bon, an environmental non-
profit, said about 40,000 pounds 

of nitrogen are discharged 
daily in the bay from four city 
sewage plants.

The Jamaica Waterwaste 
Treatment Plant was built in 
1903 and upgraded in the 1940s. 

The plant treats 100 million 
gallons of wasterwater per day 
from about 728,000 southeast 
Queens residents. 

The DEP is investing $187 
million in projects to reduce 

nitrogen discharges from 
these four wastewater treat-
ments plants by 50 percent in 
the next 10 years on the bay, 
a diverse ecological resource 
with open water, salt marsh-
es, coastal woodlands, grass-
lands, 325 species of birds, rep-
tiles and amphibians. 

“Jamaica Bay is an out-
standing natural resource that 
is accessible to millions of New 
Yorkers,” said Joe Martens, 
commissioner for the state 
Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation. The work to 
reduce nitrogen is “another 
giant step toward restoration 
and protection of Jamaica Bay 
and its watershed,” he said.

State Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman noted that 
“clean and safer waterways 
benefit the quality of life of all 
New Yorkers... [The upgrade] 
will protect the bay’s precious 
and natural resources.”

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4564.

An upgrade at a Jamaica wastewater treatment plant is reducing the 
amount of nitrogen pollution the city is discharging into Jamaica Bay. 

Photo courtesy DEP

Jamaica Bay’s big project brings cleaner waters
City DEP completes $83M project at wastewater plant to reduce nitrogen fl ow into water  
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Andy Rothman, a Community 
Board 11 member and active com-
munity leader, died Dec. 26th of 
heart failure. He was 56. 

Rothman, a computer consul-
tant, served in CB 11’s board since 
2008. He had been involved in com-
munity issues for decades.

“He was very involved in the 
community,” said Christine Haid-
er, CB 11’s chairwoman.

“We are really going to miss 
him,” said Janet McEneaney, also 
a community board member. “We 
came to CB 11 board together.”

Rothman was remembered at 
this month’s community board 
meeting.   

He was very active in the air-
plane noise and pollution fight, 
said McEneaney, president of 
Queens Quiet Skies, a civic group 
calling to curb plane noise around 
Kennedy and LaGuardia airports. 

“He was a true expert when it 
came to aircraft engines and flight 
paths in and out of LaGuardia,” 

McEneaney said.     
The news about his passing sad-

den the Bayside and surrounding 
communities. 

“Andy Rothman was a civic 
leader who worked tirelessly on 
behalf of us all,” said Warren 
Schreiber, president of the Bay 
Terrace Community Alliance. “He 
will be missed.” 

“With the heartbreaking pass-
ing of Andy Rothman, we have lost 
a leader whose life was dedicated 
to improving our community and 
who we could all look up to,” said 
City Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside). “My thoughts and 
prayers are with his family at this 
time.”

The Bayside Hills Civic Associ-
ation said, “Andy was a great com-
munity leader and an honest and 
good soul”.

Andy’s funeral was held at the 
Sinai Funeral Chapel at the Hor-
ace Harding Expressway.

 —Juan Soto

Bayside civil leader
Andy Rothman, 56

Oil & 
Bioheat fuel.
Savings. Service. Value.

Additional terms and conditions may apply. Some services may not be available in all areas. 
NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2014 Petro.  P_14472

petro.com petro mobile connect on

Call today for special offers! 1.866.539.5295

Oil Heat Ultra Low Sulfur Bioheat/Fuel

air emissions by over 70%

maintenance and a cleaner 
environment

Oil   |   Natural Gas 
Heating   |   Cooling 

Photo by Ellen Dunn

FOLLOW US ON

SEAN CASEY ANIMAL RESCUE AND  
NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

ADOPT A PET
WesPaw Pets
4405 Queens Blvd • Sunnyside, NY
SAT JAN 10 • 12PM – 5PM

AnimalLeague.org • 516.883.7575 

25 Davis Avenue • Port Washington, NY

Wishing Everyone a
Happy and Healthy

New Year!

Ozone Park District Offi ce
93-06 101st Avenue
Ozone Park, NY 11416

Rockaway District Offi ce
115-06 Beach Channel Drive Suite 103 

Rockaway Park, NY 11694 

District Offi ces:

Eric Ulrich
District 32 Council Member

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.
LIVE UNITED

LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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LATE

BY SARINA TRANGLE

The state has no business repay-
ing political campaigns in the wake 
of criminal case acquittals, state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris said.

The Astoria Democrat said he is 
drafting legislation to prevent New 
York from having to repeat its recent 
move in paying a $2.4 million refund 
to former Sen. Majority Leader Joseph 
Bruno’s dormant war chest and legal 
fund following his acquittal on federal 
corruption charges.

“The law provides a requirement 
that legal fees be reimbursed for the 
defendant. That’s all well and good if 
the defendant is paying out of pocket,” 
Gianaris said. “In this case, we’re rais-
ing $2 million of taxpayer dollars to 
reimburse a campaign committee that 
hasn’t had any activity other than pay-
ing legal fees for the last two years.”

New York Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman’s office wrote in a 
memo to the state comptroller OK’ing 
the payment that the “sorry state of 
election law” left the government with 
no choice.

Gianaris’ bill, which was just draft-
ed and has not yet been introduced or 
assigned a number, would prevent cam-
paign committees and legal funds from 
receiving reimbursements should state 
employees charged with an infraction 
relating to their official duties wind up 
acquitted or otherwise vindicated.

The legislation would also require 
that legal defense funds must be spent 
down before any state money is direct-
ed towards reimbursements.

Although prior legislative efforts 
to curb campaign committees’ pay-
ing legal fees have fumbled, Gianaris 
said Bruno’s payout was “egregious” 
enough to merit robust support. As-
semblyman Brian Kavanagh (D-Man-
hattan) will carry it in the lower cham-
ber, Gianaris said.

Blair Horner, legislative director 
for the good government group New 
York Lawyers for Public Interest, said 
it was too premature to predict the 
bill’s success.

“Hope springs eternal,” he said. 
“He’s right, the issue’s keyed up... But 
on reform measures, it’s always hard to 
get anything done because you’re ask-
ing the winners of the game to change 
the rules.”

Although Gianaris blamed prior 
bills’ fate on Republicans, several Dem-
ocrats, including Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
in an ongoing probe into his handling 
of an anti-corruption commission, 
have tapped their campaign coffers to 
pay for attorneys.

Between 2004 and 2012 nearly $7 
million from campaign committees 
was collectively spent on legal fees, ac-

cording to an analysis by NYPIRG.
The analysis noted former state 

Comptroller Alan Hevesi’s campaign 
spent $755,000 unsuccessfully fighting 
a fraud case and former state Sens. Hi-
ram Monserrate, Malcolm Smith and 
Shirley Huntley had all dipped into 
their campaign coffers to lawyer up for 
corruption cases.

And Cuomo has acknowledged us-
ing campaign funds to pay for legal 
representation amid U.S. Attorney 
Preet Bharara’s probe of how the gov-
ernor oversaw an anti-corruption com-
mission.

“There is a difference between what 
we think is the right policy and what is 
allowed, and unfortunately right now 
that is a permissible use. So I’m not 
going to fault anybody for doing some-
thing permissible,” Gianaris said.

Reach reporter Sarina Trangle by 
e-mail at strangle@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

Former state Comptroller Alan Hevesi (above) 
and former state Sens. Hiram Monserrate 
(below), Shirley Huntley and Malcolm Smith 
have used campaign committee funding to 
compensate lawyers, according to NYPIRG. 

Gianaris authors bill
to limit legal fee funds
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Advertise your  
Clinical Studies in  

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in 

Classifieds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE 

OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners
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How can 155, 886 
households in 
Brooklyn help 
your business?

CNG’s newspapers, Courier-Life, The Brooklyn Paper 
and Caribbean Life, have been an important part 
of the Brooklyn advertising landscape for decades. 
Our weekly newspapers let you target a specifi c 
neighborhood or reach all parts of the borough with 
your advertising message. And with the borough’s 

largest household coverage, that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with 
CNG’s Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising 
professional who can help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Willum Mortimus Granger 
was beside himself. 

In fact, when his body was 
found, the top half was right 
next to the bottom.

So begins author Bob 
Blechman’s live-tweeted comic 
mystery tale, “Executive Sev-
erance,” the first novel com-
pletely composed on Twitter.

The longtime Forest Hills 
resident has taken crime writ-
ing and the art of storytelling 
to a whole new level. 

You can call it tweeting 
with a twist. He calls it “Twit-
stery.”

“New media of communi-
cations are often met initially 
with fear and trepidation,” 
said Blechman. “I wondered if 
Twitter didn’t offer other pos-
sibilities.”

With that, he began live 
tweeting twice a day, every 
day for the next 15 months to 
complete his murder mystery. 

His tantalizing whodunit, 
originally told in 140 charac-
ter, 800-plus real-time Twitter 
blasts, currently has about 800 
curious followers who can’t 
seem to get enough of those 
edge-of-your seat snippets – 
proof that an alternative use 
of this medium may become a 
trend, since it’s a sure fire way 

to get people to quickly read 
and enjoy entire novels as they 
go about their day.

“The 140-character limit 
of Twitter required intensive 
wordsmithing, creative editing, 

the omission of punctuation in 
some cases and a lo t of count-
ing,” he said. “Right off the bat, 
you’re faced with a critical deci-
sion: Does each tweet have to be 
interesting on its own?”

As Blechman composed 
each thread, he captured bits 
and pieces of the novel’s hu-
morous plot in which old school 
detective work meets modern 
day CSI-like forensics. 

According to the author, 
with a tweeting detective as 
its narrator and protagonist, 
his novel sends up the mur-
der mystery genre, social me-

Forest Hills author 

Bob Blechman’s 

mystery story 

tweets turned into 

old-school book

Continued on Page 5

Robert K. Blechman holds a copy of his novel “Executive Severance,” which began life as a series of tweets sent out on Twitter by the Forest Hills 
writer. Artist David Arshawsky created this image, which serves as the Chapter 1 faceplate.  Photos courtesy Peter Blechman and David Arshawsky
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Answers in Sports

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361  (718) 229-5319
Monday–Friday 3:30pm–11pm  

Saturday 4pm–midnight  Sunday 1pm–10pm
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ELEGANT AND TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

www.JimmysBayside.com

PRIVATE 
PARTIES 

and 
CATERING 
available 

for all 
occasions

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, 
Plates, Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Starting at 
$25.95 per person

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Let Us Cater Your Party 
at Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

CHOICE B   $15.95 per person 

CHOICE A   $13.95 per person | Choice of 5 items

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less 
people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

with any other offer.

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

You know how when all 
your friends tell you that you 
have to see this movie, it never 
turns out to be quite as trans-
formative as they led you to 
expect? The thing is, if you 
discovered it on your own you 
would have loved it?  

That’s kind of what hap-
pened to us with Mu Ramen.  
We were heartbroken at hav-
ing missed its incarnation 
as an after hours pop-up at a 
Long Island City bagel café, 
and were champing at the bit, 
waiting for the opening of the 
permanent location.  When 
our big day came, we found a 
small, beautifully decorated 
ramen restaurant that serves 
excellent ramen, but not ex-
actly nirvana.

No other Queens eatery, 
with the possible exception of 
M. Wells Steakhouse, has gen-
erated the amount of media at-
tention or reverse bridge and 
tunnel traffic as this petite 
ramen joint.  Part of the rea-
son is its founder’s intriguing 
back story.  

The driving force behind 
Mu Ramen is Joshua Smookler, 
a Korean adopted by Jewish 
American parents and raised 
on Long Island.  He began his 
hospitality career as a wine di-
rector at iconic high end places 
like Bouley and Per Se.  He cut 
his culinary teeth in Per Se’s 
kitchen as a volunteer.  Some-
where along the way this nice 

Jewish Korean-American boy 
became enamored of Japanese 
food.  He honed his craft at Zut-
to, an izakaya-style Japanese 
restaurant in Tribeca.  Now 
that he’s perfected his bowl of 
ramen, he and his wife, Heidi, 
have become ours in Queens.

Mu Ramen’s hyper-stylish 
interior sports a mini succu-
lent garden set into the com-
munal table, custom bentwood 

ceiling embellishments, and a 
lighting fixture that changes 
from blue to amber to alert 
passers-by in the know wheth-
er there is seating open.  The 
seating space is staggered in 
twos, to give some illusion of 
privacy when seated next to 
a stranger.  Parties of two or 
four work best, given this ar-
rangement.

The Japanese menu, lim-

ited to a small selection of 
“treats”/appetizers, and bowls 
of ramen, like the space, shows 
a meticulous sensibility.  Teba-
saki gyoza (chicken wing 
dumplings) is a style of dump-
lings that originated in Mi-
yazaki prefecture on Kyushu 
island. It uses chicken wings 
as wrappers instead of dough.  
In Japan the wings are stuffed 
with the usual pork dumpling 

stuffing.  Mr. Snookler stuffs 
them with foie gras and bri-
oche before he deep fries them 
and serves with a plum dipping 
sauce.  These luxurious pack-
ages could be the food snob’s 
answer to Buffalo wings.

U. & I. (pun intended) stands 
for uni (sea urchin) and ikura 
(salmon roe).  The uni reclines 
on a bubbly bed of roe over 

Chef Joshua Smookler (r.) brings his take on Japanese noodle soup to Mu Ramen in Long Island City.  
Photo by Suzanne Parker

Oy! Ramen just like your bubbe used to make
Adopted in Korea by a Jewish family, Joshua Smookler puts spin on Japanese food in L.I.C.

IF YOU GO
MU RAMEN

12-09 Jackson Ave.
Long Island City
(917) 868-8903
www.ramennyc.wix.com
Price Range: “Treats”: $6—14; 
Ramen: $15--18
Cuisine: Japanese small 
plates and ramen
Setting: Tiny, lovely
Service: Friendly but harried 
by the popularity.
Hours: 5:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Monday—Saturday.  Closed 
Sunday.  Lunch in planning stage.
Reservations: Call after 3 p.m. 
for same day reservations for 
parties of up to four.
Alcohol: Sake, wine, beer
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual
Children: Tolerated. No menu. 
No boosters or storage space 
for strollers.
Music: No
Takeout: No
Credit cards: Cash only
Noise level: Acceptable
Handicap accessible: Sort 
of (seating may be tight for 
wheelchairs)
WIFI: No

Continued on Page 4

Flushing Town Hall fi nishes the year on a high note
BY NORM HARRIS

At Flushing Town Hall 
the old year rang out with the 
sounds of a new trumpet icon 
during the final performance 
of the cultural center’s 2014 
Jazz series. 

Headlining the late Decem-
ber show was Theo Croaker, 
grandson of the late and leg-
endary trumpet player Doc 
Adolphus Cheatham, who per-
formed songs from his latest 
album “AfroPhysicist.”

Croaker was accompanied 
by his group Dvrkfunk, which 
includes Irwin Hall on alto sax 
and flute, Kassa Overall on 

drums, bassist Eric Wheeler 
and pianist Michael King. 

The ensemble of young li-
ons, all of them in their 20s, 
kept the audience’s rapt atten-
tion to every beat, every note 
and creative nuance as  they 
played his original composi-
tions, “Transcend,” “The Fun-
damentals,” “It’s Not You, It’s 
Me — But You Didn’t Help,” 
“Meditations,” “Hash Tag 
Truth” and “Light Skinned 
Beauty.”

As a segue toward the end 
of the evening’s variably com-
plex, electrofunk inspired 
single set and in commemora-
tion/celebration of  his roots 

to his original childhood men-
tor, Grandpa Doc Cheatham, 
young Croaker played a Joe 
Henderson mainstream com-
position, “ Shades of Jade.” 

“I just wanted to let you 
know that we know and can 
play that older jazz stuff also,” 
Croaker told the crowd. 

The finale as a seasonally 
inspired composition on solo 
muted trumpet of  “Merry 
Christmas,”  was dedicated to 
Croaker’s guest of honor and 
grandmother, Mariam,  Doc 
Cheatham’s widow, who was 
sitting front row center en-
joying her husband’s legacy 
anew.    

Theo Croaker, grandson of legendary jazz trumpet player Doc Adolphus 
Cheatham, performed at Flushing Town Hall in late December.  

Photo by Norm Harris

DINING OUT



38    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, JAN. 9-15, 2015 TL

BY MERLE EXIT

Chef competition reality 
TV shows are growing by the 
season.  

There is “Hell’s Kitchen,” 
“The Taste,” “Chopped,” “Cut-
throat Kitchen,” “Top Chef,” 
“Master Chef” and now “Mas-
ter Chef Junior.”  

We recently watched as 
8-year-old Oona, who said she 
had been cooking since the age 
of 2, made it into the top four.  
It was an 11-year-old who took 
the title.  Where are they get-
ting these talents children?

One contestant was 11-year-
ole Josh Reisner, who hails 
from Forest Hills.   The pro-
ducers contacted Young Chef’s 
Academy located at 108-10 72nd 
Ave. in Forest Hills and after 
a number of interviews, Josh 
made it to the top 16 of the com-
petition. 

Karen and Christopher 
Chesleigh opened the school 
in the summer of 2007.  

“Being parents ourselves, 
we wanted to bring something 
great to the neighborhood for 
kids,” Karen Chesleigh said. 
“I am nutritionally trained 
while Chris loves to cook and 
loves kids.  Kids may not be 
athletic or musical but every-
one can cook. You’re not going 
to play soccer all of your life, 
but the life-skill of cooking 
will always be important.”

Kindercooks are the young-
est at age 4-6, Junior Chefs 

range from ages 7-11, and Se-
nior Chefs are for 12 and up.  

“Our longest student 
cooked with us for over six 
years,” said Chesleigh. “Our 
oldest students are 18 as well 
as some that have continued 
with us through the age of 20.”

When we watch “Master 
Chef Junior” and see what 

these kids are capable of, 
should other children or their 
parents expect that type of 
quality and imagination? 

“We believe that if you have 
a true passion for what you are 
doing, you can accomplish 
anything,” Chesleigh said. 

During a recent evening’s 
Junior Chef class, which was 

large enough to divide the 
group between two kitchens, 
baking holiday cookies was 
the topic. 

On the evening prior anoth-
er class had made the dough, 
put it into proportioned ball-
shapes and stuck it in the re-
frigerator. 

The class of young bakers 

was shown how to roll out the 
dough and use a cookie cutter.  
There were star-shaped va-
nilla wafers and bear-shaped 
gingerbread cookies.  Once 
the cookies were baked the 
students were able to decorate 
them and make them their 
own. 

While the cookies were in 
the oven, Chesleigh taught 
the students how to make the 
dough so that the next class 
would be able to have it on 
hand.  

Several of Chesleigh’s 
young chefs were taking their 
second or third class, while 
others were novices at the 
school. 

Young chef David Marreo’s 
mother said her son makes 
pancakes on the weekends.  

“He does it from scratch,”she 
said. “I would do it from a mix.  
He loves to bake.” 

Other children also ex-
pressed their desire to help 
mom and dad in the kitchen.

“With both parents work-
ing and siblings doing their 
own thing, family dinners are 
less common,” Chesleigh said.  
“Having children participate 
in the meal brings them to-
gether for at least a period of 
time.”

Classes are held Wednesday 
through Sunday. Chesleigh 
also offers private birthday 
cooking parties. 

For further information 
call (718) 268-0343.

Karen Chesleigh (l.) teaches students James Cunningham and  Mickel Washington (r.) the fine art of holiday 
cookie baking during a class at the Young Chef's Academy in Forest Hills.   Photo by Merle Exit

Children cook up a storm in Forest Hills

rice, shreds of nori and 
a slice of spicy maguro 
tuna.  A little glob of was-
abi offers extra kick as if 
the dish needed it.  A su-
shi lover’s delight!

Shiraku tempura is 
another tasty morsel, but 
not for the squeamish.  
Picture a light, crunchy 
coating surrounding a 
creamily bland interior, 
served with the appro-
priate soy-based dipping 
sauce.  For the uniniti-
ated, shiraku is cod milt, 
a.k.a semen.  If you can 
eat caviar, why not its 
corollary?  We wonder 
how they harvest it?  Oh, 
yeah, they cut open the 
fish.

Getting down to busi-
ness, we attacked two of 
the four ramens offered: 
Mu and Spicy Miso.  The 
signature is a beefy ox-

tail and bone marrow 
based stock with bits of 
brisket, half sour pickle, 
menma (seasoned bam-
boo), cabbage and scal-
lions over loads of deli-
cate, yet springy slender 
noodles.  Unlike much 
ramen we’ve eaten, Mr. 
Smookler doesn’t rely on 
a heavy dose of sodium to 
give his soup intense fla-
vor, just umami.  There 
is a selection of extras 
you can add for a little 
extra money.  We recom-
mend the lightly poached 
egg.  We preferred the pi-
zazz of the spicy miso ra-
men.  Red miso is added 
to the pork base along 
with scallion, chopped 
pork, menma, corn, ses-
ame and chili oil which 
rests atop curly noodles.  
The heat of spice nicely 
complemented the depth 
of flavor of the broth.

The Bottom Line
If you want a light, 

expertly prepared Japa-
nese meal in attractive 
surroundings, Mu Ra-
men is hard to surpass, 
but it has downside.  Mu 
Ramen, is to some ex-
tent, a victim of its own 
success.  It has thus far 
been the destination of a 
foodie stampede, making 
it hard to secure a table.  
Once you do, you are not 
encouraged to linger.  In 
case you’re oblivious to 
the other diners waiting 
for a table, the help at-
tempts to remove your 
plate if you put your 
chopsticks down for a 
moment’s rest.  Combine 
that with the hard back-
less stools, and you know 
that you’re not there for 
leisurely dining.  But 
then again, what do you 
expect?  It’s a ramen 
shop, after all.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic.

PRODUCTIONS

“Seussical Jr.” — The world of Dr. Seuss 
set to music by Lynn Aherns and Stephen 
Flaherty comes to life with a group of 
young actors. 
When: Jan. 30 - Feb. 8, Friday at 7 pm, 
Saturday at 2 pm and 7 pm, Sunday at 2 pm
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., The Post 
Theatre, Building T4, Fort Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.rockawaytheatrecompany.
org

AUDITIONS

“The Wizard of Oz” — The Andrean 
Players announces an open casting call for 
its May production. Everyone auditioning 
must bring a head shot and resume — a 
photograph and handwritten resume are 
acceptable, sheet music with 16 bars of 

a ballad and 16 bars up tempo, and be 
prepared and dressed to move.
When: Wednesday, Jan. 28; Thursday, Jan. 
29 and Friday, Jan. 30, from 7 pm - 9:30 pm; 
pick one day
Where: Andrean Hall, Northern Boulevard 
and 157th Street
Contact: theandreanplayers@gmail.com

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle Meeting 
— Formerly known as the Playwrights Circle 
of Great Neck, this open group features 
discussion, workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in Queens and 
Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 7:30 pm – 
9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill Road, Great 
Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Continued from Page 37 

Ramen
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dia conventions and cell 
phone behavior.

The investigating de-
tective soon realizes that 
the victim was on Twit-
ter when he was slain. 
Were his Twitter posts 
the key to solving his 
murder? 

“Because I was cre-
ating a Twitter send-up 
of the murder mystery 
genre, I selected as my 
crime the most ridicu-
lous, most unlikely 
method of murder I could 
think of, something that 
no one could ever take 
seriously,” he said. “My 
victim was discovered 
literally cut in half.”

Further along in the 
investigation, the detec-
tive is asked for his ID and 
flashes his cell phone:

“What are you show-
ing me?”

“This is my badge.”
“On your cell phone? 

What are you, a phony 
detective?”

“No. A true detective 
who tweets.”

“To whom do you 
tweet?”

“To whoever follows 
me on Twitter.”

His edgy style makes 
for a great read, even on 
traditional paper. Every 
tweet now appears on 
the pages of  his recently 
published, “Executive 
Severance” book.

Even the publish-
ing deal came via Twit-

ter after he received a 
tweet asking if he was 
planning on turning the 
tweets into a book. 

“I thought it was a 
joke. The idea of produc-
ing a book had never 
occurred to me,” Blech-
man said. “I wrote back: 
Books are obsolete. No-
body reads books any-
more.”

That tweet, however, 
came from someone at 
NeoPoiesis Press, who 
assured Blechman that 
some people still read 
books and they would be 
interested in publishing 
his if he planned on fin-
ishing the story. 

“I quickly replied, ‘I 
am now,’” Blechman said. 

As an adjunct profes-
sor at Fordham Univer-
sity, Blechman teaches 
social media, communi-
cation and technology, as 
well as other communi-
cations and media-relat-

ed courses. 
In order to fit his 

daily “Twitstering” into 
a busy schedule, there 
have been times when he 
has fired out tweets by 
cell phone from moving 
trains, coffee shops and 
restaurants, or while 
walking down the street. 

Even a former tech-
nology executive can 
become a highly skilled 
wordsmith, and Blech-
man’s bite-sized nuggets 
of pithy literature keep 
his readers coming back 
for more. For the past 
two years the folks at 
Twitter have sponsored 
an international “Twit-
ter Fiction Festival,” and 
he has actively partici-
pated in these online and 
live events.

Blechman continues 
to tweet at @RKBs_Twit-
stery and is hard at work 
on “The Golden Para-
chute,” the follow-up Twit-
ter novel to “Executive 
Severance,” at his Twitter 
account @Twitstery. 

Readers can find 
weekly compilations of 
the tweets with addition-
al material at Whalefire 
(www.executivesever-
ance.blogspot.com).

The author’s favor-
ite writer, James Joyce, 
would have been proud 
of Blechman’s talent 
because, as the author 
puts it, Joyce’s writing is 
always challenging and 
suggests that rules are 
made to be broken.

BOB BLECHMAN

TWITTER BOOK
Continued from Page 35 

The Mysterious Bookshop in Tribeca held the "Executive Severance" book launch party.  
Photo courtesy Robert K. Blechman
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EVENTS

GingerBread Lane — The 
world-record setting 1-and-
a-half ton, 300-square-foot 
village returns to Queens.  
On Sunday, Jan. 11, the 
gingerbread structures will be 
given away on a fi rst-come, 
fi rst-served basis. 
When: Through Jan. 11
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., Corona
Cost: $11/adults, $8/seniors, 
students and children 17 and 
under
Contact: (718) 699-0005
Website: www.nysci.org

MulchFest 2015 Volunteer 
Tree Stewardship — 
MillionTreesNYC needs 
volunteers to help spread mulch 
to insulate young street trees. 
When: Saturday, Jan. 10, 
from 11 am - 1 pm
Where: Travers Park, 
between 77th and 78th 
streets, Jackson Heights; and 
Astoria Park, 19th and Hoyt 
avenues, Astoria

Cost: Free
Contact: rsvp@
milliontreesnyc.org
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Light Hike: Winter Tree ID — 
Join the Urban Park Rangers 
as they lead a hike through 
Kissena Park, which prior to 
becoming a city park was 
Samuel Parsons tree nursery. 
When: Saturday, Jan. 10, 11 am
Where: Rose and Oak avenues, 
Kissena Park, Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Norian Maro “Leodo: 
Paradise Lost”— The Korean 
world music group, Norian 
Maro, presents a performance 
with singing, dancing 
and movement about the 
legendary island of Leodo.
When: Friday, Jan. 16, at 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: Free, but online pre-

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
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By Pete Canty

All Levels of Enforcement
Across
1. Peter the Great, e.g.
5. Start from scratch
9. Comes before 
rain or rock
13. City near Lake 
Tahoe
14. City on the 
Mohawk
16. Alone
17. "___ Karenina"
18. Moisten, as a 
turkey
19. Signs, as a 
contract
20. Hazzard's Rosco 
P. Coltrane, e.g.
23. Blackboard 
accessory
24. Campbell's metal
25. An end to sex?
28. Erie Canal mule
29. Departed
32. Maine national 
park
34. United States 
Marshal, e.g.
36. Court grp.
39. Feel sick
40. Barely beat
41. Highway 
patrolman, often
46. Get by
47. Dance bit
48. Jerk
51. Exist
52. Connections
54. Enigma

56. One of NY's 
Finest, e.g.
60. Hefty 
competitor
62. ___-Detoo
63. Cherry centers
64. Famous fiddler
65. Full
66. Family follower
67. Spa treatment
68. AAA offerings
69. Shell alternative

Down
1. Outlines
2. Madrid madame
3. Once a year
4. Horse colors
5. Grapefruit variety
6. Itinerary info
7. Gossip

8. Four duos
9. "Yeah, right!"
10. Trusted, with "in"
11. Sort
12. Tres - uno
15. Like some 
photographs
21. Marketing prefix
22. Ancient 
Peruvian
26. Half a prison?
27. Buddy
30. Dread
31. Green Day and 
others, e.g.
33. Teen chaser?
34. Destiny
35. Bunches
36. West Point letters
37. Broadway lead
38. "Be well"

42. Modify
43. Skater Harding 
and others
44. Sentence enders
45. Majestic
48. Look up to
49. Candidate lists
50. Smell and sight, 
e.g.
53. Jack of rhyme
55. Pool 
measurement
57. "American ___"
58. "The Simpsons" 
bus driver
59. MGM founder 
Marcus
60. Economic stat
61. Harper or Spike

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35

36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

E-XTRA
O P A L D E M O S H A G
R A V E E R U P T L A D E
B R O A D C A S T E I N O N
S A N D A L T I E P O R T

E L I A M U D P I E S
R U N N I N G L A P S E
A P E S E R E T R I E D
C O E D S I T E D Y O G A
E N D O F I D E S W O N

G U I L T Y P L E A S E
P A L E R M O S O I L
A S I A A C T S C E N E S
U S E R M A I N E E V E N T
S A G E S T E E R E R I E
E Y E D E R O S N O D S

registration is required
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Spherus — International 
juggling champion Greg 
Kennedy performs a non-
verbal show joined by two 
aerial acrobats. Kennedy will 
lead an interactive workshop 
on juggling. 
When: Saturday, Jan. 
24, workshop at 1 pm, 
performance at 2:15 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: Workshop — $7/adults, 
$4/children, Free/members 
with performance tickets; 
Performance — $13/adults, 
$10/members, $8/children, 
$6/member children
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

The Moth StorySLAM — 
An open-mic storytelling 
competition open to anyone 
with a fi ve-minute tale to 
share about the theme, 
“State Lines and Personal 
Boundaries.” A team of 
judges, selected from 
audience will pick a winner. 
Sign up to take part or just 
come by to watch. 
When: Monday, Jan. 26, at 7 pm

Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $8/general admission
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

MUSIC

“Beloved Prey” and Moon 
Princess Song Cycle — 
“Beloved Prey” is an opera 
about a lioness who adopts 
a baby antelope and an 
antelope mother’s attempt 
to rescue her child. Moon 
Princess Song Cycle is 
soprano-piano duo Sara 
Heaton and Akiko Sasaki.
When: Sunday, Jan. 18, at 2 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Little Neck resident Nina Siniakova will perform a piano 
recital, “Winter Fantasia,” comprised of music by Bach, 
Haydn, Liszt, Chopin and Tchaikovsky Sunday, Jan. 11, 3 
p.m.  at Community Church Little Neck, 46-16 Little Neck 
Parkway. Tickets are $15-$25 and available at event-
brite.com/e/winter-fantasia-tickets-15002095672. 

Photo courtesy Alex Potemkin/AlexArtPhotoStudio

MUSICAL INTERLUDE

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  347-502-7274 
www.winetimedouglaston.com  

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com
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BY BILL PARRY

The Long Island City Part-
nership, the non-profit local 
development corporation that 
has played a key role in the 
transformation of the neigh-
borhood, has been awarded 
a $100,000 grant to create a 
plan for the future. The New 
York City Regional Economic 
Development Council is mak-
ing the investment to fund a 
roadmap that would bolster 
economic productivity, help 
resident overcome barriers to 
economic opportunities, and 

strengthen social and physi-
cal infrastructure by working 
with local and regional stake-
holders.

“Currently experiencing a 
period of explosive transfor-
mation, much of it 30 years 
in the making, Long Island 
City is now ready for its own 
comprehensive look as a mat-
ter of citywide urgency and 
as a regional priority,” LIC 
Partnership President Eliza-
beth Lusskin said. “Funding 
for this study will allow us to 
work to set a vision and pri-
orities consonant with the 

neighborhood’s goals. We hope 
to guide city, state and federal 
action based upon an in-depth 
studied assessment of the facts 
and current conditions.”

  She pointed out that “prior 
sector-based or geographic-
based efforts, such as the 
Western Queens Transpor-
tation, Tech Zone, and Civic 
Action studies, will be aggre-
gated with new information to 
inform and drive demand for a 
roster of action-oriented solu-
tions.”

Funds from the grant, 

BY BILL PARRY

After months of debate and 
negotiation, the House of Rep-
resentatives passed a bill to 
extend the Terrorism Risk In-
surance Act for an additional 
six years by a vote of 417-7 
Wednesday. U.S. Rep. Carolyn 
Maloney (D-Astoria), the lead 
Democratic author on legisla-
tion to extend the law, and a 
key participant in the negotia-
tion of the final bill, hailed the 
passage as essential to New 
York’s economy.

“After Sept. 11, it was im-
possible for businesses to buy 
the terrorism insurance they 
needed to move forward with 
major construction projects,” 
Maloney said. “Development 
came to a halt, money for new 
projects dried up and our econ-

omy suffered a devastating 
blow. Nowhere was that more 
true in New York. The Terror-
ism Risk Insurance Act was 
the solution and it remains the 
solution. By providing a gov-
ernment backstop, it ensures 
that terrorism insurance is 
available and affordable, and 
the program works at no cost 

to taxpayers.”
Maloney, a senior member 

of the House Financial Ser-
vices Committee, was the lead 
Democratic cosponsor of the 
TRIA Reauthorization Act of 
2013, which would have ex-
tended the program without 
any changes. Similar legisla-
tion proposed by Sen. Charles 
Schumer passed in the Senate 
in October but ultimately, Sen-
ate Republicans blocked the 
House legislation in the final 
hours of the 113th Congress 
and TRIA expired December 
31.”Today, the House took the 
first step in reviving this vi-
tal economic backstop and I 
strongly urge the Senate to act 
quickly and renew TRIA,” U.S. 
Rep. Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) said.

BY BILL PARRY

More than 100 Astoria 
residents joined Deputy In-
spector Kevin Maloney and 
his officers in front of the 
114th Precinct Dec. 30 for a 
candlelight vigil in honor of 
Detectives Rafael Ramos and 
Wenjian Liu. Clergy from the 
three major faiths spoke to 
the crowd.

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
organized the vigil in part-
nership with state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria), 
Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria), Assem-
blyman Michael DenDekker 
(D-East Elmhurst) and state 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst).

“The vigil showed just 
how strongly we all support 
the 114th Police Precinct and 
showed what a community 
can do if we stand united,” 
Constantinides said. “Even 
as we feel a great loss and 
recognize the loss that the 
officers’ families are feeling, 
we have stayed united as one 

city and we stand together as 
a community.”

Constantinides made pub-
lic safety a key part of his 
campaign when he ran for 
City Council in 2013 knowing 
that Astoria is strongly pro 
police. Gianaris, like Con-
stantinides, was born and 
raised in the community and 
he knew the candlelight vigil 
would be a good way to show 
pride in the police force. 

“I am proud to have taken 
part in this powerful display 
of support alongside out en-
tire community for the men 
and women of the NYPD who 
spend their days and nights 
keeping us safe,” Gianaris 
said. “Moving forward we 
must continue to honor the 
memories of the police of-
ficers who were tragically 
taken from us, as well as all 
NYPD employees who put 
their lives at risk every day 
in order to protect us.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney ap-
plauds House leaders for their 
quick action on the Terrorism Risk 
Insurance Act. AP/Mel Evans

Candlelight vigils continue at precincts throughout the borough fol-
lowing the funerals for Detectives Rafael Ramos and Wenjian Liu. 

Courtesy of Costa Constantinides office

LIC Partnership is awarded $100,000 for its first-ever neighborhood study that will produce a comprehensive 
plan for its future. Photo by Bill Parry

Boro vigils continue
in honor of slain cops

House OKs terrorist risk bill

LIC lands state grant
Funding to plan for future will boost booming nabe

Continued on Page 49

Continued on Page 49
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE 
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,  
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

SANDRA DIAZ
Located near the Verrazano Bridge in Bay Ridge Brooklyn   
347-251-7423   www.diazestudio.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS 
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or  
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS 
4255 Amboy Road, Staten Island, NY  10308

(718) 605-3274

316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ  07095

(732) 750-1174  ultfash@optonline.net

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
718 698-4859  www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
BAY RIDGE MANOR 
476 76th St., Brooklyn (718) 748–8855,  
www.bayridgemanor.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT 
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,

www.casapepe.com

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS  
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,  
www.elcaribecaterers.com

GIACOMO’S TRATTORIA 
7902 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 439–6993,  
www.facebook.com/GiacomosWoodFiredPizza 

GLEN TERRACE 
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GREENHOUSE CAFE 
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200, 

www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO 
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,

www.ilfornettorestaruant.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL 
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn  (718) 788–0777,

www.grandprospecthall.com

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB 
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island 
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

NEW YORK CITY EVENTS 
Contact Dyker Beach Golf Course  
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf 
Course at (718) 885–1258 x 229,   
www.nycevents.americangolf.com

SIRICO’S  
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900, 

www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island  
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 www.theparadisecateringhall.com

DUE PONTI
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd. Whitestone, NY 11357
718-767-3100  www.dueponti-ristorant.com

FLUSHING TOWN HALL
137-35 Northern Blvd. Flushing NY 11354
()718) 463-7700  www.flushingtownhall.org

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11355
(718) 886-3800 X 201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

Lodging
HOUSE ON THIRD BED & BREAKFAST
422 Third Street, Park Slope, Brooklyn, NY
(718) 788-7171   www.houseon3st.com

Entertainment
E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT 
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
FLORAL FANTASY 
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or 
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST 
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or  
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS 
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

13TH AVENUE FLORIST 
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088, 
13thaveflorist@gmail.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204

(718) 256-7434 www.18thaveflowers.com

Jewelry
TIVOLI JEWELERS 
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York

216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens,

New York

Phone: +1-718-339-4653 Fax: +1-718-975-0952

Email: info@cashforgoldbk.com

See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/location-2

See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

OKG JEWELRY
248-25 Northern Blvd., Little Neck, NY  718-423-2526 
www.okgjewelry.com   Like Us on Facebook  

Open Tuesday - Saturday

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION 
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

RJ’S LIMOUSINES 
3285 Sunrise Hwy., Wantagh  (516) 221–3040
www.rjlimos.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd.,  Staten island (718) 351-7273 
www.rddlimos.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY 
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949, 

www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO 
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill  

(888) 400–2738 or (718) 504–1970,  

www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS 
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 AVE.   718 748 2200

PILO ARTS SALON 
8412 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  
www.piloarts.com

SALON MALAVE 
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720 
www.salonmalave.com 

AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
718 979 9000  www.afbennett.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S. 
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,  
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE 
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,  
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO 
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR 
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA 
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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Do you know a hero of Queens?
Nominate a person who has made a difference 

in the great borough of Queens

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer
Or mail this form to:

Queens Impact Awards Nominees
CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers

41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
Att: Linda Lindenauer

25 people will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be feted at a reception gala in their honor. 
It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________

Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 

Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The moment and what it 
meant didn’t pass Madison 
Rowland by. 

The Queens College sopho-
more star embraced every bit 
of playing at Madison Square 
in a game commemorating 
the 40-year anniversary of the 
first women’s college basket-
ball game at the World’s Most 
Famous Arena.

Rowland ensured history 
did not repeat itself by scoring 
28 points and grabbing 11 re-
bounds to lead the Knights to a 
76-60 victory over Immaculata 
as part of the Maggie Dixon 
Classic last Sunday. Queens 
College lost the inaugural con-
test 65-61.

“It was getting revenge for 
losing the game 40 years ago,” 
Rowland said. “Forty years 
ago, the game was so close, 
they were so close to winning 
it, but we got it back for them.”

She admitted to being ner-
vous before the contest and 
called the experience of play-
ing at the Garden “surreal.” 
Rowland and her teammates 

drew inspiration from a pre-
game speech from Queen Col-
lege legend Gail Marquis, who 
was honored at halftime along 
with others who played and 
coached 40 years ago.

When the game started, it 
was all business for Rowland, 
who fell a point short of the 
Maggie Dixon Classic record. 
It is a performance Queens 
coach Bet Naumovski fully 
expected. 

“Her competitive drive 
is stronger than anyone I’ve 
ever coached hands down,” 
Naumovski said. “I know she 
may have been nervous, but as 
I told her mom, ‘As soon as that 
ball is tipped her competitive 
juices are going to start flow-
ing and we will be just fine.’”

The Knights, who play in 
Division II, led just 25-24 at the 
half against a hot-shooting Im-
maculata team that plays in 
Division III.

Naumovski asked her team 
to attack the basket more and 
it was Rowland who led by 
example. Immaculata (4-6) led 
just once on the first basket of 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Football continues to thrive 
in Queens.

Flushing kept itself among 
the PSAL’s elite teams by reach-
ing the city conference semifi-
nals. Christ the King enjoyed a 
resurgent season. The athletic 
and determined Royals earned 
a spot in the CHSFL Class AA 
playoffs for the first time since 
2010. A young Holy Cross team 
found its footing in the second 
half of the year and Bayside 
reached the PSAL Bowl con-
ference semifinals. After an-
other fine campaign, here are 
the players deemed the best in 
Queens.

All-Queens Football 

Player of the Year: Terrence 

Chavis, Flushing 

The senior signal caller put 
Flushing on his back many 
times this season. His play-
making ability was often the 
difference in key wins that 
kept Flushing in the top tier 
of the PSAL. Chavis threw for 
19 touchdowns and scored six 
more on the ground. He com-
piled 2,153 total yards of offense 
and always thrived in the big 
moment.

All-Queens Football 

Coach of the Year: Jim De-

Santis, Flushing

DeSantis did not let Flush-
ing be a one-hit wonder after 
reaching its first PSAL City 
Conference semifinal since the 
early 1990s. He pushed a veteran 
group to be great and produced 
one of the city’s most explosive 
and determined clubs. Flush-
ing went 8-4 and lost to eventual 
champion Lincoln in the quar-
terfinals.

All-Queens Football  

First Team: 

WR Amed Bah, Holy 

Cross

The talented junior was lim-
ited by injuries, but when he 
was on the field, he was one of 

the CHSFL’s top receivers. Bah 
caught 23 passes for 387 yards 
and six touchdowns to fuel the 
Knights’ second-half surge.

RB/LB D’Andre Sapp, 

Flushing

Sapp did a little bit of every-
thing for Flushing. The senior 
scored seven offensive touch-
downs and posted 994 yard of 
total offense. Defensively, he 
made 24 tackles, scored a touch-
down and collected two inter-
ceptions.

DL Charles Driver, Cam-

pus Magnet

Driver was a versatile force 
for the Bulldogs. The senior aid-
ed Campus Magnet’s rushing 
attack with 391 yards and four 
scores, but his real impact came 
on defense. Driver made 51 tack-
les, recorded 18 sacks and added 
a fumble recovery.

QB Robert Einersen, St. 

Francis Prep

It was a tough year for the 
Terriers, but Einersen still 
excelled under center. The se-
nior posted 1,198 yards of total 

offense and tossed eight touch-
downs passes to help fuel the St. 
Francis Prep offense.

RB/DB Roy Harvey, Cam-

pus Magnet

Harvey has been a catalyst 
for Campus Magnet throughout 
his career and he excelled in his 
larger role. Harvey compiled 
742 yards of total offense and 
scored six times. He also made 
41 tackles on defense.

WR/DB Keron Hermitt, 

Flushing

The senior loved to wear 
Superman Under Armour and 
he often played like a hero. Her-
mitt was a big time playmaker 
on both sides of the ball. He had 
nine touchdown and 724 yards 
of total offense and three inter-
ceptions on defense.

OL Will LeClaire, Holy 

Cross

The senior stalwart has been 
a corner stone on the Knights’ 
offensive life.

The united play improved as 
the year went on and Holy Cross 

Continued on Page 46Continued on Page 46

Flushing quarterback Terrance Chavis (3) scrambles and brakes free 
from South Shore's defense. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Queens College's Madison Rowland (11) drives to the basket during 
Saturday's game against Immaculata at Madison Square Garden. 

Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Best of the gridiron
Flushing’s Chavis, DeSantis lead All-Queens honorees

Queens women shine
at 40th-year rematch
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BY STEPHEN ZITOLO

The St. John’s women’s bas-
ketball team hung right with 
national power Connecticut 
for a half before the Huskies’ 
depth and size became too 
much to overcome. 

The Red Storm ultimately 
fell 70-54 to No. 2 Connecticut 
in the main event of the Mag-
gie Dixon Classic last Sunday 
at Madison Square Garden. 
St. John’s (12-2) trailed just 38-
31 at the break. It was a strong 
showing for a program that’s 
made five straight NCAA 
tournaments.

“We did a great job of ex-
ecuting some of the things we 
were trying to do against a 
tremendous team with some 
great players,” St. John’s head 
coach Joe Tartamella said. “I 
thought our kids fought real 
hard throughout the entire 
game, so I’m very proud from 
that standpoint. We were re-
lentless on both ends of the 
court and that’s what we’ve 
been talking about doing all 
year. I thought we showed that 

to the country today.”
St. John’s had a strong day 

on the defensive side of the 
ball as it held UConn (12-1) to 
its lowest point total of the sea-
son and got only narrowly out-
rebounded, 41-37, by a much 
larger Huskies front line. 

On the offensive side of the 
ball, UConn’s size in the front-
court was too much for the 
Red Storm to overcome. The 
length of UConn hampered 
St. John’s ability to attack the 
basket. It had to settle for too 
many jump shots. St. John’s 
only shot 37 percent from the 
field.

When St. John’s tried to 
attack the basket its shots 
were swatted away by junior 
Breanna Stewart and senior 
Kiah Stokes, who combined 
for eight blocks. 

Aliyyah Handford paced 
the Red Storm with 20 points 
and eight rebounds and Dan-
aejah Grant added 13 points. 
Senior forward Amber Thomp-
son grabbed eight rebounds to 
extend her St. John’s all-time 
rebounding record to 883. 

Thompson surpassed the re-
cord on Jan. 2 in a key victory 
over No. 23 Seton Hall. 

Stewart had 18 points and 
11 rebounds and redshirt soph-
omore forward Morgan Tuck 
had a game-high 23 points for 
UConn. Junior guard Moriah 
Jefferson had 16 points. 

In the first half, St. John’s 
was able to stay with the de-
fending national champions 
as it won the battle on the 
boards, 22-18, and scored nine 
points off of UConn’s four 
turnovers. 

In the second half, UConn 
came out and gave St. John’s a 
tough time. The Huskies went 
on a 13-2 run right out of the 
break and the Red Storm were 
never really able to get back 
into the game after that. 

“I think they capitalized on 
our turnovers,” junior guard 
Aliyyah Handford said. “We 
also helped them by coming 
down and shooting after one 
pass. That’s what they wanted 
us to do and it helped them get 
on a run.”

S
t. John’s season is at a 
crossroads.

A year that started so 
promising hangs in the 

balance in the weeks to come. 
The Red Storm men’s basket-
ball team had a chance to roar 
into the New Year, potentially 
claim a top 10 ranking nation-
ally and brand themselves the 
favorites to win the Big East.

It would have been a real-
ization of what was expected 
not only this year, but also 
a year ago. Instead, losses 
to Seton Hall and Butler left 
that opportunity somewhere 
between Newark and Queens. 
The worry now is this promis-
ing season starts to resemble 
the lost one that preceded it 
with the Red Storm in position 
to dig a hole similar to last sea-
son’s 0-5 start to conference 
play.

The good news is star soph-
omore guard Rysheed Jordan 

rejoined the Johnnies’ lineup 
against Villanova Jan. 6 after 
a leave of absence because of 
the death of his grandmother. 
Jordan has been a disciplin-
ary problem in the past and, 
according to reports, further 
infractions also led to his cur-
rent hiatus. Head coach Steve 
Lavin met with him over the 
weekend. Senior D’Angelo 
Harrison spoke with Jordan 
prior to practice on Monday 
and said his backcourt mate 
knew he let the team down. 

They are moving forward.
“We’re all a family and 

family sticks together through 
tough times and good times,” 
senior Phil Greene IV said. 
“We have each other’s back and 
it’s going to stay like that.”

It has to.
The St. John’s roster has 

just six Big East caliber play-
ers because only two of Lavin’s 
three true freshmen recruits 
over the last two seasons are 
eligible to play. Jordan just 
took a leave of absence, Amar 
Alibegovic has played just 24 
minutes and Adonis De La Ro-
sa’s SAT score remains under 
investigation by the NCAA.

The Johnnies can win with 
Harrison, Greene, Jordan, 
Chris Obepka, Sir’Dominic 

Pointer and Jamal Branch 
playing well. They proved that 
in the non-conference portion 
of the schedule. Lose one or 
have one’s game slip and we’ve 
seen what happened against 
Seton Hall and Butler.

“The positive is we have 
the rotation, the pieces in 
place that led to the 11-2 start,” 
Lavin said. “We’re a tough 
matchup when we have those 
six players at our disposal.”

Sustaining that will be a 
tough task over a long season 
and the grind of the Big East 
schedule, especially for a team 
that needs the energy to turn 
people over to score.

One thing is for certain, 
however. This group will give 
everything it has to be suc-
cessful. It’s why the expecta-
tions are so high for St. John’s 
right now. They’ve willed 
them there.

“I just want to win,” Har-
rison said. “I’m just trying to 
do whatever it takes to win 
games.”

The group deserved a bet-
ter hand than it was dealt. 
Still, the team’s handicapped 
roster might not stop them 
from making the NCAA tour-
nament like they so desper-
ately want to. In order for that 
to happen, this season cannot 
start to look like last year.

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

A dejected D’Angelo Harrison (l.) sits on bench after fouling out with 1:35 left in second half of a Big East battle 
between St. John’s and Seton Hall at the Prudential Center in Newark Dec. 31.  Photo by Robert Cole

St. John's Aliyyah Handford (3) sets up a play against UConn in the Maggie 
Dixon Classic at Madison Square Garden. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

St. John’s must quickly regain early momentum

UConn too much for SJU at Classic
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VISIT THE WEBSITE:

BaysideLittleLeague.com
FOR THE APPLICATION AND INFO

The Club House 
25-32 168th Street 

Lower Level

REGISTRATION

The League 
that feels 

all children 
should be playing 

and having fun
Baseball for boys and girls

for ages 4–17
Girls softball available 

for ages 10 and up

Starting January 3rd

Every Saturday 8am–12pm

Every Monday evening 7–9pm  
(Except Mon. 1/19 will be  
Tue. 1/20 in observance of  
Martin Luther King)

Through January 26th

We accept Checks, Money Orders  
and Credit Cards.
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surged late. LeClaire was a big 
reason why.

LB Chris Manfre, Holy 

Cross

Manfre made certain his 
presence was felt and was the 
Knights’ surest and hardest hit-
ting tackler. The senior made a 
team-leading 98 tackles, 75 for a 
loss, and picked up two sacks. 
He was the leader of another 

fine Knights defense.

LB Richard Posch, St. 

Francis Prep

Posch was all over the field 
for the Terriers in the CHSFL 
‘AAA.’ He led the team in tack-
les with 64, including 53 of the 
solo variety. The senior added 
two sacks, an interception and 
a fumble recovery to his fine de-
fensive year.

RB Jamen Williams, 

Christ the King

Christ the King had a major 

bounce back season and the se-
nior running back was a major 
factor in it. He posted 813 total 
yards and scored 10 times on the 
ground. His hard-nosed running 
style made him capable of break-
ing a big play any moment.

WR/QB Paul Yodice, Holy 

Cross

Yodice excelled wherever he 
played on offense, but was more 
comfortable as one of the CHS-
FL’s top receivers. He compiled 
688 yards of offense running, 
passing and receiving. The se-

nior had 36 catches and aver-
aged 10.3 yard per grab.

Honorable Mention

WR/DB Lawrence Binger, 
Beach Channel

LB/K Francis Cole, St. Fran-
cis Prep

LB Jeshua Darnell, Campus 
Magnet

QB Charles Flugg, Bayside
OL/DL Abel Joseph Flushing
QB Darren Koomson Beach 

Channel
DB Christian Layne, Christ 

the King

WR Marcus Layne, Christ the 
King

RB Garfield McDonald, Ja-
maica

OL Jeremy Medina, Holy 
Cross

RB/LB Demetrie Narcisse, 
Flushing

DE Angle Ortiz, Christ the 
King

WR/LB Tyrell Plaza, Bay-
side

OL Anthony Pravata, St. 
Francis Prep

OL Rashawn Williams, 
Christ the King

the second half.
Queens (8-2) put the game 

away with an 11-3 run that in-
cluded a three-point play from 
Rowland and two sweet dishes 
from Joya McFarland. The 
Knights led 59-49 with 8:40 to go 
in the contest and never looked 
back.

Imani Davidson scored 13 
points and grabbed nine boards 
and Mackenzie Rowland, Madi-
son’s sister, chipped 13 points 
and eight rebounds. Sara Smith 
led Immaculata with 15 points 
and Adriana Sciascia had 13.

The win was just another 
step under the Queens’ motto 
of “restore the glory” to the 
proud program with a rich his-
tory. The Knights have won 
five straight and are one of the 
favorites to win the East Coast 
Conference. As much as this 
win was about remembering 
the past, the Knights also want-
ed to put its present and future 
on display. 

“We had this opportunity 
because of what our alumni ac-
complished 40 years ago, but I 
wanted today to be about them 
and their experience and what 
they can do at Queens College.” 
Naumovski said of her current 
roster. “It was not only about 
honoring the past, but honor-
ing today and our future.”

All-Queens

MSG

Continued from Page 45 

Continued from Page 45 

Queens Colege’s Imani Davidson (r.) battles for a rebound against Immaculata’s Sara Smith during the Maggie Dixon Classic at Madison Square 
Garden Saturday.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe
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our community of immi-
grants and business owners 
- it’s a place where so many go 
for fortitude and direction.”

The church has such a 
large foreign-born commu-
nity that Mayor Bill de Blasio 
came to Our Lady of Sorrows 
in November when he signed 
two bills into law that dra-
matically reduced New York 
City’s cooperation with U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement on detentions 
and deportations of undocu-

mented immigrants.
“We’re here to support Fa-

ther Healy as they repair the 
damage and hope they can 
open their doors very soon,” 
Ferraras said.

A church official said a 
fund has been set up for do-
nors who wish to help with 
the cost of reconstruction. 
Checks can be made out to 
Our Lady of Sorrows Restora-
tion Fund and mailed to the 
church at 104-11 37th Avenue. 
Corona, NY, 11368.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

2013 mayoral elections, Smith 
needed at least three of the five 
borough GOP parties to sign a 
Wilson-Pakula authorizing 
him to run, Carbone said. 

Smith had no luck wooing 
the party bigwigs honestly,  
Carbone contended. So Smith 
allegedly capitalized on a rela-
tionship with men he believed 
were wealthy developers —an 
undercover FBI agent named 
Raj and cooperating witness 
Moses Stern, an upstate Ortho-
dox leader who pleaded guilty 
to unspecified charges.

Smith funneled $500,000 in 
state transportation funding 
to a pseudo real estate project 
in exchange for the two under-
covers financing his suspected 
bribes of Republicans needed 
for a Wilson-Pakula, accord-
ing to prosecutors.

A jury convicted Halloran, 
a Republican, of negotiating 
and accepting some of these 
alleged bribes with borough 
GOP bosses, among other 
charges.

Halloran has said he will 
appeal following his Jan. 21 
sentencing.

Tabone pocketed a $25,000 
bribe in an SUV parked out-
side Sparks Steakhouse on 
Valentine’s Day 2013, prosecu-
tors said.

In his opening argument, 
Smith’s attorney Evan Lipton 
said Smith was the victim of 
entrapment.

Lipton said Smith informed 
Raj and Stern of how they could 
apply for the transportation 

funds in question and sent a 
letter to local leaders request-
ing their plan be considered. 

Smith spent 11 months re-
buffing the pair’s pressure 
and was incredulous when he 
found out they had paid bribes 
on his behalf, according to 
Lipton.

Lipton said the legislator 
should have said “no” or re-
ported it to law enforcement, 
but did not.

“This case is not a moral-
ity test; it’s about criminal in-
tent,” he said.

Tabone’s attorney, Den-
nis Ring, said he accepted the 
$25,000 as a payment for legiti-
mate legal and political con-
sulting services.

Ring said Tabone’s role as 
vice president of the Queens 
GOP did not make him an 
elected official or bar him 
from getting paid to push oth-
er borough parties to sign the 
Wilson-Pakula.

Ring, who once worked as 
Halloran’s chief of staff, said 
the councilman was desperate 
because he was going through 
a divorce and his home was in 
foreclosure, so he leaned on 
Raj and Stern for financial as-
sistance.

“Halloran, he says , ‘Hey, he 
[Tabone] can be bought off,’” 
Ring said. “What my client 
says comports in no way with 
what Daniel Halloran says.”

Ring insisted there was 
no evidence behind a witness 
tampering charge Tabone was 
hit with for allegedly going to 
the late Queens GOP President 
Phil Ragusa’s home in an at-
tempt to convince him not to 
give a deposition.

Reach reporter Sarina 
Trangle by e-mail at strangle@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4546.

available by the NYPD. 
In the police precincts 

covering northern Queens, 
serious offenses declined by 
about 3.2 percent. As of Dec. 
28 authorities reported a total 
of 11,764 crimes, down from 
12,153 offenses in the same 
period in 2013. 

In southern Queens, 
which covers the 100, 101, 
102, 103, 105, 106, 107 and 113 
police precincts, the drop in 
major crime was down by al-

most 7.4 percent. The biggest 
declines were in robbery and 
burglary, with drops of 21.5 
and 21 percent, respectively. 

According to the statis-
tics, in northern Queens, 
covering the 104, 108, 109, 110, 
111, 112, 114 and 115 precincts, 
the biggest declines occurred 
in robberies, with a decline of 
14.8 percent, and rape, with 
13.9 percent fewer offenses. 

Reach reporter Juan Soto 
by e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

the rest of Queens must be 
addressed.”

He urged the city to pro-
vide resources in order to 
assist “individuals currently 
in the system transition to 
permanent housing and self-
sufficiency.”

The CB 12 resolution, ap-
proved last month, said the 
city is “concentrating exces-
sive numbers of homeless 
and other populations within 

Community Board 12” in an 
approach to the borough that 
“has been pervasive for sev-
eral years.”

DHS recently began the 
process of establishing a per-
manent homeless shelter at 
the West Way Hotel in East 
Elmhurst, while the old Pan 
Am hotel in Elmhurst was set 
up recently as a permanent 
shelter.

Reach reporter Juan Soto 
by e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Smith trial
Continued from Page 3 

Church fi re

Continued from Page 2 

Police

Continued from Page 2 

Shelters

Attorneys gave opening statements in Malcolm Smith’s and Vincent 
Tabone’s federal corruption trial this week.

fenders who leave the scene 
of a hit-and-run collision as 
well as require the city to 
report violations under the 

“Justice for Hit-and-Run Vic-
tims Act.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Hit-and-run
Continued from Page 9 

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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FREE TRIAL
W
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Astoria 
43-32 Ditmars Blvd
Astoria, NY 11105
718-726-MATH
Parking Available

Bayside 
43-17 Bell Blvd

Bayside, NY 11361
718-747-MATH

Forest Hills 
108-14 72nd Ave

Forest Hills, NY 11375
718-544-MATH
Offering First Steps  

Program for  
4-6 year olds!

www.mathnasium.com

Get ready. Get set.
Get ahead.
 Now enrolling.

Math 
Enrichment

Test
Prep

Homework
Help

Math
Help

At Mathnasium, we help kids in 1st-12th 
grade reach their potential in math by 
teaching in a way that makes sense to 
them. Kids leap way ahead – whether they 
started out far behind or already ahead in 
math. We make math make sense.


