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BY JUAN SOTO

Elmhurst resident Tom 
Harrison drove to the park-
ing lot of the Queens Bo-
tanical Garden in Flushing 
to drop off a broken DVD 
player and a non-function-
ing wireless keyboard.

His two electronic de-

vices were piled up next to 
hundreds of CD players, 
computer monitors, print-
ers, TVs, video games, bat-
teries and cable boxes.

Harrison was one of the 
153 borough residents who 
took part in the electronic 
waste recycle program 
Sunday organized by the 

Queens Botanical Garden 
and the Lower East Side 
Ecology Center, a commu-
nity-based Manhattan re-
cycling organization. They 
dropped off about nine tons 
of e-waste materials.

“This is great,” Har-
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BY JUAN SOTO

Help is on the way for borough 
immigrants.

At a time when immigration 

policy is changing and some im-
migrants are being victimized 
by unscrupulous service provid-
ers, Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown has created a spe-

cial office to assist foreign-born 
residents with “navigating and 
accessing” the criminal justice 
system. 

The Immigrant Affairs Office 

will also coordinate efforts to 
strengthen the DA’s prosecution 
of crimes committed against im-
migrants. 

More than one million of 
Queens’s 2.3 million residents 
are foreign-born.

Brown tapped senior prosecu-
tor Carmencita Gutiérrez as the 
first director of the new unit. She 
is the daughter of Colombian im-
migrants. 

  
“Our office handles many 

cases annually in which mem-
bers of immigrant communities 
are victimized, both by crimes of 
violence and crimes of financial 
exploitation,” Brown pointed out. 

The district attorney noted, 
“We recognize that with im-
migration policy changing and 
evolving on all levels of govern-
ment there is an opportunity to 
do more and so we found it fitting 
to establish the office in an effort 
to provide better coordination of 
these prosecutions.” 

The new special office in 
Queens follows the Immigrant 
Affairs Unit established by then 

THIS WAY FOR NEW IDS

Even before Mayor de Blasio finished speaking, a line had formed around the Queens Public Library to sign up for 
the new municipal ID card. Photo by Michael Shain

BY BILL PARRY

The city Department of Trans-
portation is making a change. 
Dalila Hall, the Queens Borough 
commissioner since April 2013, 
has been reassigned to another 
role at the DOT.

Jeff Lynch will take over as 
acting borough commissioner 
until a permanent replacement 
is made. Lynch had served as the 
DOT’s assistant commissioner 
for Intergovernmental Affairs 
and Community Affairs and 
Community Relations.

DOT Commissioner Polly 
Trottenberg made the switch af-
ter meeting with members of the 
Queens delegation to the City 
Council, a DOT spokeswoman 
said.

City Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) was at the meeting 
with Trottenberg. 

“We didn’t ask for anyone to 
get fired or reassigned, we just 
needed some help,” Vallone said. 
“It was a uniform frustration 
among all the Council members 
in Queens to varying degrees to 

BY SADEF KULLY

After 58 years of serving the Astoria commu-
nity, Most Precious Blood School will be closed 
permanently in June due to lack of financial re-
sources to repair and continue the school. The an-
nouncement came as shock for parents, students, 

Most Precious Blood 
school to shut down

Volunteers collect electronic waste at 
a recycle event at the Queens Botanical 
Garden parking lot.  Photo by Juan Soto

Boro’s DOT 
commissioner 
has new role

DA establishes immigration unit
Offi ce created to assist foreign residents will be run by a senior prosecutor

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 10

Continued on Page 8 Continued on Page 10

Electronic waste gets new life
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BY JUAN SOTO

City Councilman Rory Lancman (D-
Hillcrest) said Mayor Bill de Blasio’s threat 
to veto his bill outlawing the use of choke-
holds by police officers does not come as a 
surprise. 

“Using the word “veto” does not add 
much to what we already know,” the law-
maker said. “We have known for a long time 
that he [de Blasio] does not support the bill 
as it is written and we will address his con-
cerns.”

Lancman noted that he intends to “have 
a conversation” with de Blasio. He promised 
to draft a bill “the mayor will be happy to 
sign.”

The lawmaker pointed out the proposed 
legislation before any revisions now has the 
support of 29 of the 51 Council members in 
the city.

“The mayor would veto the chokehold 
bill as is currently drafted were it to reach 
his desk,” a spokesman for de Blasio said.

The talk with the mayor will come after 
the Council schedules a hearing on the bill. 

“The date is not set up because we have at 
the Council a wide variety of police reform 
bills,” Lancman said. 

The mayor’s veto intentions came just a 
day after the inspector general for the NYPD 
Monday released its first report in which he 
found that officers used the Patrol Guide 
banned chokehold “as a first act of physical 

force” in response to verbal resistance.
According to the 45-page report, the Po-

lice Department also ignored discipline rec-
ommendations made by the Civilian Com-
plaint Review Board in the cases studied in 
the investigation.

The report by the police inspector, Philip 
Eure, examined 10 cases between 2009 and 
2014 where police officers confronted civil-
ians. The office of the inspector is part of 
the city Department of Investigation agency 
headed by Mark Peters.

“Our investigation raised pressing is-
sues regarding police discipline and the use 
of force that require our attention,” Peters 
said.

The report comes months after the po-
lice chokehold was used on Eric Garner, the 
Staten Island resident killed in a confronta-
tion with the police during his arrest for a 
minor offense.

“After the tragic death of Eric Garner, 
and intense scrutiny of chokeholds, [the in-
spector general’s office] conducted a deep-
dive into cases involving the prohibited 
tactic to explore and demystify how these 
complaints are addressed internally,” Eure 
said. “Our targeted analysis revealed trou-
bling deficiencies from the top-down that 

must be rectified.”
In one of the cases reviewed in the re-

port, a Queens man said he was walking his 
bicycle with a friend on the sidewalk when 
two plainclothes cops stopped them. With-
out warning, according to a complaint, one 
of the officers attempted to frisk him. He re-
sisted the frisk and one of the cops tried to 
take him down. As they struggled, the offi-
cer placed the complainant in a chokehold.

The report noted the CCRB, an indepen-
dent investigative agency, substantiated the 
complaint from the borough resident but the 
officer was found not guilty.

The inspector general’s office was cre-
ated by the City Council despite opposition 
by the Bloomberg administration.

De Blasio said the cases reviewed had not 
occurred under his tenure.

But he noted the report “raises a question 
about how to create consistency in whatever 
process is undertaken once a complaint is 
filed.”

The mayor said he did not want to “over-
state the scope of the report because I think 
a lot of changes are occurring,” including 
the retraining of the police force and a re-
duction in the numbers of complaints to the 
CCRB.

BY BILL PARRY

Nearly 400 police supporters 
rallied for unity in front of Bor-
ough Hall Tuesday, the first of 
several such events planned city-
wide during the coming weeks. 

Organizer Joe Concannon, a 
former NYPD captain and 25-year 
veteran of the force, organized 
the gathering to send a clear mes-
sage to the city’s elected officials 
in the wake of the rift that has de-
veloped between the mayor and 
the rank-and-file.

Concannon and other speakers 
charged city officials with failing 
to support the NYPD in the weeks 
since a Staten Island grand jury 
decided not to indict an officer 
in the death of Eric Garner. The 
divide grew wider following the 
assassinations of Officers Ra-
fael Ramos and Wenjian Liu in 
Brooklyn with Police Benevolent 
Association President Pat Lynch 
saying Bill de Blasio had “blood 
on his hands” and officers twice 
turning their backs to the mayor 
during their colleagues’ funer-
als.

“We’ve heard a lot of danger-
ous dialogue, some of which has 
led to division and violence rath-

er than unity and respect,” Con-
cannon said. “But our voices will 
be heard.”

The Bellerose resident empha-
sized that his unity rally would 
be nonpartisan, and for the most 
part it was.

“We support our local police, 
we trust our local police and we 
are so ever thankful to our police 

officers who take care of our safe-
ty every day of the week,” Con-
cannon said. Civic groups, veter-
ans, Americans for a Safe Israel, 
Promise Keepers and Tea Party 
members cheered nearly a dozen 
speakers during the hourlong ral-
ly in freezing temperatures.

Michael Paladino of the Detec-
tive’s Endowment Association, 

the sole police union leader at the 
rally, thanked the crowd for its 
support. Janet Maderik, who has 
been married to a cop for 27 years 
called police officers the “guard-
ians of our city.”

Sheriff Chris Moss, president 
of the New York State Sheriffs 
Association, came to Queens 
from Chemung County, outside of 

Elmira. 
“We want you to know you 

have our full support and we 
thank you for the tremendous 
job you do every day,” Moss said. 
“You should be proud to be con-
sidered the crown jewel amongst 
law enforcement agencies.”

Concannon stressed that sup-
port for the NYPD is crucial af-
ter the Jan 7 terorrist attacks in 
Paris. 

“Public safety is the corner-
stone of our society, whether 
you live on Main Street, USA, or 
somewhere in Paris, France.” he 
said. “The vivid images this week 
have made us all see the valor, the 
courage, the bravery and profes-
sionalism of law enforcement all 
over the world. They will hear us 
from Queens County, New York 
City, to Paris France. Support 
your local police!”

Several speakers went off-mes-
sage causing Concannon to bristle 
at the mention of Mayor de Blasio 
and Rev. Al Sharpton on several 
occasions. Jeffrey Wiesenfeld, a 
former official from former Gov. 
George Pataki’s administration, 
said the mayor’s leadership was 
“shameful.” 

Rally for cops draws crowds as police feud

Councilman Rory Lancman seeks support for chokehold bill

Outside Borough Hall, local Queens supporters of the NYPD rallied. Photo by Bill Parry

A report by the Office of the Inspector General 
for the NYPD finds that officers who used the 
banned chokehold tactic are rarely disciplined.  

Photo courtesy YouTube
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

BY MADINA TOURE

After nearly three hours 
of intense debate marked 
by cultural differences 
between the East and the 
West, Queens Community 
Board 7 tabled a vote on 
whether to approve the con-
struction of a mosque in 
Flushing.

At its monthly board 
meeting this week at the 
Union Care Plaza Center, 
board members and resi-
dents expressed reserva-
tions about not-for-profit 
Masjid-e-Noor’s proposal 
to build a mosque on 46-05 
Parsons Blvd.

Opposition largely rest-
ed on the group’s request 
for bulk waivers to exceed 
the maximum community 
facility floor area allowed 
in the property’s zoning dis-
trict, which is exclusively 
designated for residential 
housing. The developers 
are also seeking waivers 
for yards and parking to ad-
dress the property’s irregu-
lar shape. 

“I’ve read the Quran 
and I believe these people 
have a right to worship 
their God in their way,” 
said John Kelly, a Kissena 
Park resident. “Unfortu-
nately, this is America and 
we’re about rules and regu-
lations. Other parts of the 
world, they don’t have rules 
and regulations. They don’t 
have zoning. They don’t 
have rules that we’re sup-
posed to follow here. You 
ask us to respect you. I’m 
asking you to respect us 

and our rules.”
Attorney Emily Simons, 

of the Simons & Wright 
firm, which is represent-
ing Masjid-e-Boor, said the 
architect, Jamil Coppin, of 
Jamil Coppin Architect PC, 
would revise the applica-
tion and resubmit it to the 
board. 

“They are tabling it 
because the congregation 
is going back to relook at 
the project,” Simons said. 
“There’s no promises, no 
anything. They’re taking 
a second look. That’s really 
what they’re doing.” 

The property is an irreg-
ularly shaped 4,773-square-
foot corner lot, according 
to a statement of facts and 
findings dated Aug. 22 pre-
pared for the city Board 
of Standards and Appeals 
by Simons & Wright. The 
mosque is expected to serve 
roughly 420 worshipers, 95 
percent of whom live in the 
mosque’s 11355 zip code. 

The mosque wanted to 
change the mandated floor 
area ratio of 0.5 in the R2 
district to 1.045, cut down 
a large tree and waive the 
yard and parking require-
ments. The mosque will be 
built in a triangular shape. 

“This lot here is a conve-
nient location for those who 
are in the area … who can 
walk to the daily place of 
worship when possible and 
the zoning allows it and we 
come here to seek the com-
munity support in discharg-
ing the daily responsibil-
ity of the good law-abiding 
citizens,” said Mohamed 

Sheth, a construction man-
ager and representative for 
Masjid-e-Noor. 

The group also argued 
there is no other mosque 
in the area, noting a num-
ber of churches, including 
the Mary’s Nativity Roman 
Catholic Church complex, 
exist in the area.

Two floors would house 
the prayer rooms, one for 
210 men and the other 210 
women, since they must 
pray separately. On week-
ends, the imam or the reli-
gious scholars would hold 
Quranic classes to teach 
roughly 100 students. 

Only single-family de-
tached houses can be built 
in the R1 and R2 districts. 
While he was in the City 
Council, state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) secured 
changes for the R1 and R2 
zoning districts that in-
clude changing the floor 
area ratio from 1.0 to a resi-
dential floor area ratio of 
0.5. He also secured onsite 
parking as a requirement. 

Avella said he previ-
ously asked the mosque to 
withdraw the application 
because the property was 
too small for its needs. 

“I think they went into 
this process a little un-
aware of the ramifications 
and I think now that they’ve 
seen the community oppo-
sition for the right reasons, 
I’m glad that they’re taking 
another look at this,” Avel-
la said in an interview with 
TimesLedger. 

CB 7 debates new mosque
Renderings by Jamil Coppin Architect PC showed what the proposed mosque would look like if ap-
proved for the Parson Boulevard site. Photo by Madina Toure
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org 
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN  
HOUSE 

SUNDAY  
January 25th 
Noon to 3PM

FREE Door To Door Transportation from Queens

on Children’s Faces

Beautiful Campus conveniently located close to the 

    LI Expressway in Nassau County

 Your child deserves
a very special summer!
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BY BILL PARRY

A professional actor and 
dancer from Astoria has a 
shot at fame and a million 
dollars, but he’s going to 
need your vote.

When Alex Pepper, 25, 
watched last year’s Super 
Bowl, he noticed something 
was different about his fa-
vorite part of the broadcast 
— the commercials.

“I saw that some were 
made by consumers,” Pepper 
said. “I did some research on 
social media, like Facebook, 
and found out about this con-
test.”

He entered a homemade 
commercial spot called 
“What Could Go Wrong” in 
the nine-year-old Doritos 
Crash the Super Bowl Con-
test. His 30-second spot was 
one of 10 finalists selected 
from nearly 4,900 submis-
sions from 29 countries.

The grand prize winner 
takes home $1 million and 
a dream job, for one year at 
Universal Pictures. Pepper 
believes he has an edge be-

cause he’s the only finalist 
from New York City.

“This is all done by on-
line voting so New Yorkers 
have until Jan. 28 to vote 
once per day on each device, 
on your computer and your 
cell phone,” he said.

The top two winning com-
mercial spots will air during 
the big game Feb. 1.

“They’re flying all of 
us to Arizona to watch the 
game from a luxury box on 
the 30-yard line,” Pepper 
said. “When you see your 
commercial on the air, then 
you’ll know you’ve won. It 
will be hard to watch the 
game knowing my life can 
change at any given mo-
ment.”

Pepper shot his commer-
cial on the rooftop of his 
apartment building off 30th 
Avenue in Astoria, where 
he has lived for the last 2 1/2 
years. The production had 
a budget of just $80 and he 
used a point-and-shoot DSLR 
camera and edited with his 
laptop computer.

BY JUAN SOTO

Prevention can save 
lives.

In response to the New 
Year’s Eve fatal fire that 
killed three members of 
a Lefrak City family, the 
FDNY and elected offi-
cials launched a fire safety 
campaign to try to prevent 
similar tragedies from 
happening.

Louise Jean-Charles, 
59; her husband Napoleon 
Michel, 69; and cousin 
Nadia Donnay, 37, died in 
the blaze while they were 
cooking a traditional Hai-
tian soup to celebrate the 
new year.

“New Yorkers awoke 
on New Year’s Day to the 
news of the horrific trage-
dy that struck LeFrak City 
just as we were ringing in 
2015,” said state Sen. José 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst). 
“If not for the courage of 
our firefighters in the face 
of difficult conditions, it 
might very well have been 
an even worse tragedy.”

The first fire safety 
workshop took place 
Wednesday. Four    more 
will be held on Jan. 21 at 
LeFrak’s Rome Tower at 
6 p.m., and on Jan. 29 at 
LeFrak Senior Center (12 
p.m.), at the LeFrak City 
Library (4 p.m.) and at St. 
Paul’s the Apostle Church, 
at 98-16 55th Ave. (7:30 
p.m.) 

“The lesson from the 

fire is that a working 
smoke alarm can be a life-
saving piece of home safety 
equipment,” Peralta said.

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) said there was 
no working smoke detector 
in the apartment where the 
fire erupted. 

Fire Commissioner 
Daniel Nigro said smoke 

alarms can prevent trag-
edies.

“In the aftermath of 
this tragic fire, FDNY Fire 
Safety Education teams 
responded to LeFrak City 
to bring a critical message 
to every resident: Working 
smoke alarms save lives.”

Nigro noted, “This mes-
sage will be repeated this 
month at LeFrak City, 

and thousands of times 
throughout the year, as 
we strive to educate every 
community in our city.”

Gerald Rivera, manag-
er of LeFrak Maintenance 
Services, said the complex 
owners are in the process 
of replacing all detectors 
with the new smoke-detec-
tor that have a non-remov-
able, non-replaceable bat-
tery that powers the alarm 
for at least 10 years.

“LeFrak City has a pro-
active program to replace 
all campus detectors over 
a two-year period,” Rivera 
said.

A spokeswoman for the 
apartment complex said 
the building had no fire 
code violations. She added 
that the apartment where 
the fire broke out “was 
outfitted with smoke de-
tectors as required by law. 
A smoke detector rider at-
testing to the presence of 
this life safety equipment 
was signed and initialed 
by the tenant in 2012.”

Smoke detector batter-
ies will be available at the 
workshops.

All residents of the 
housing complex “should 
have the information they 
need to keep their families 
and homes safe,” Ferreras 
said.

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Astoria's Alex Pepper has a chance to win $1 mil-
lion and a dream job during next month's Super Bowl. 

Photo courtesy magicbulletmedia.com

Dancer from Astoria
seeks Super Bowl fameFDNY teaches safety

Workshops arranged in LeFrak after fi re kills three

Boarded-up windows show the LeFrak City apartment where 
three people in the same family died in a New Year's Eve fire.  

Photo by Juan Soto
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164-26 CROSSBAY BLVD 
HOWARD BEACH NY 11414

TEL 718-323-4011
FAX 718-323-4012

WEB
WWW.SAPIENZAHB.COM

FREE DELIVERY(LOCAL)
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

MONDAY – SATURDAY 
6 AM – 8 PM

SUNDAY 
6 AM – 5 PM

DELICATESSEN & RESTAURANT
The Pastrami King of Queens

BEST PASTRAMI IN NEW YORK.  
EAT IN OR TAKE OUT. WE DELIVER.
We cater all affairs. Any size hero. All heroes cut and put in baskets. 

Freshly made hamburgers. Homemade roast beef with homemade gravy. 
Hand rolled bagels baked on premises.
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parish, alumni and com-
munity members. 

Pastor William Krlis 
made the announcement 
in a letter released on the 
home page of the school’s 
website which explained 
that $2.55 million worth 
of repairs and a declining 
enrollment have not run 
the school into deficit but 
have made it unprofitable 
to continue operations.

“In 2008, we had 303 stu-
dents and now we are look-
ing at a total enrollment 
at 191. We have a slow but 
steady  over the past few 
years. Our retention rate 
is under 40 percent. Our 
nursery and early pre-kin-
dergarten are services we 
offer for the surrounding 
community, which is not 
included,” said Stephanie 
Gutierrez, a spokeswoman 
for the Brooklyn Diocese.

 The school at 32-52 37th 
St. is under the purview of 
the Diocese, which is its 
financial and administra-
tive arm.

 “The enrollment de-

cline was a well-known 
fact and there were efforts 
made from the pulpit to 
fund raise but it was not 
successful,” Gutierrez 
said.

But parents and sup-
porters of the Most Pre-
cious Blood School tell a 
different story. 

 Michael Rosenberger, 
a 1992 alumnus of Most 
Precious Blood, said that 
many parents he was in 
contact with were sur-
prised. It motivated him to 
rally and campaign using 
social media to help stop 
its closure.  

“There was no infor-

mation   sent text messages 
to parents to check the 
school website. And that 
was it. And they never 
reached out to supporters 
of the school. At the pulpit, 
I know they have asked for 
funding for church repairs 
but nothing about the 
school,” said Rosenberger, 
who is a lawyer in Long 
Island. “The question is, 
if you have a school with-
out a deficit, why wouldn’t 
you afford an opportunity 
to raise money?I question 
the $2 million repairs -- 
the school is in working 
condition. 

Manhattan District attor-
ney Robert Morgenthau in 
2007 and last year’s Immi-
grant Fraud Unit created 
by Brooklyn District Attor-
ney Kenneth Thompson. 

Immigrant advocates 
are glad to see the new spe-
cial office open. 

“Raising awareness of 
the harm that immigrant 
communities face at the 
hands of unscrupulous 
actors has long been a pri-
ority,” said Steven Choi, 
executive director of the 
New York Immigration Co-
alition. 

Elected officials also ap-
plauded Brown’s move. 

“Immigrants are often 
the target of scam artists 
because of their lack of fa-
miliarity navigating the 
legal system,” said state 
Sen. José Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst).  

With the new unit in 
place,  state Assembly-
man Francisco Moya (D-
Jackson Heights) said the 
DA’s office “will be able to 
foster relationships within 

the immigrant community 
and better explain to immi-
grants their rights under 
the law.”

And City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) said that “making 
our court system more ac-
cessible to immigrant New 
Yorkers is a win for every-
one.”

In addition to the new 
borough wide unit, City 
Councilman Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica) also an-
nounced new legal staff 
to assist immigrants and 
constituents in response 
to new immigration policy, 
President Barak Obama’s 
executive order on immi-
gration and general legal 
matters. 

Wills expanded his 
office space to accom-
modate the new service, 
provided in collaboration 
with CUNY Citizenship 
Now and CUNY School of 
Law’s Community Legal 
Resource Network, which 
includes an attorney and a 
paralegal. 

The legislator said “we 
fully expect a future surge 
in demand” at the new Le-
gal Services Annex at his 
office in Jamaica.

About 600 constituents, 
Wills said, used the legal 
services provided at the 
district office, both for 
immigration and general 
counsel services. 

“Free legal assistance 
is vital to the community,” 
said Assemblywoman Viv-
ian Cook (D-Jamaica). 

Continued from Page 1 

Immigrants
Continued from Page 1 

School

Carmencita Gutierriez, a 22-year 
veteran of the Queens DA of-
fice, is the first first Director of 
the Office of Immigrant Affairs 
for the Queens prosecutor. 

Photo courtesy Queens DA Office

The Most Precious Blood School abruptly announced it would 
close its doors at the end of the year.  Google
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It’s All About Family!
Have you Protected Them?

If Crisis Strikes, You Risk:

Proper Planning Ensures You:

iPlugTM  Planning Protects Your Family From:

Discover:

Life is Complicated Enough. Protecting Your Family Shouldn’t Be...

JANUARY 2015 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

To reserve a seat, please call 718-514-2066 or log on to our website at www.aljlaw.com

JANUARY 27, 2015
9:00 am to 11:00 am

Kouros Bay Diner
3861 Nostrand Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11235

JANUARY 28, 2015
10:00 am to 12:00 pm

Lenny’s Clam Bar & Restaurant
161-03 Cross Bay Blvd.

Howard Beach, NY 11414

6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
 

L. Jaloza & Associates
71-27 Myrtle Avenue
Glendale, NY 11385

JANUARY 29, 2015
10:00 am to 12:00 pm

My Kitchen
106-17 Metropolitan Avenue

Forest Hills, NY 11385

6:30 pm to 8:30 pm

Jaloza & Associates
71-27 Myrtle Avenue
Glendale, NY 11385
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boroughwide DOT issues. 
It was an agency problem 
and Commissioner Trot-
tenberg felt it was the best 
move.” 

Vallone added it was 
nothing personal. He said 
Hall was well-liked and ap-
preciated, but Queens faces 
a multitude of transpor-
tation issues and change 
wasn’t happening fast 
enough.

Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) was surprised by 
the move. 

“I am going to miss Dal-
ila.  We worked very close-
ly on so many projects,” he 
said. “From the Jackson 
Heights Transportation 
Study, where we made 
streets safer by chang-
ing the traffic directions 
to the two slow zones and 
she helped us get Diversity 

Plaza. She was a great com-
missioner and she respond-
ed well to the needs of my 
community.”

Cristina Furlong, co-
founder of the safe-streets 
advocacy group Make 
Queens Safer, was shocked 
by the DOT’s move. 

“Delila Hall had a tough 
job considering she started 
as borough commissioner 
right before the Vision 
Zero Initiative kicked in,” 
she said. “We found her to 
be resourceful and  respon-
sive to our concerns as we 
try to make Queens safer.”

Meanwhile, Mayor de 
Blasio announced that 
2014 was the safest year for 
New York City pedestrians 
since record keeping began 
in 1910, with overall traffic 
fatalities down 15 percent 
from 2013 and pedestrian 
fatalities down 27 percent.  
He is banking on further 
improvements next year.

The city is launching a 
comprehensive community 

planning process for two of 
the borough’s most notori-
ously dangerous corridors, 
Queens Boulevard and Lin-
den Boulevard, to develop 
redesigns that dramati-
cally reduce crashes along 
their entire length.

“We are putting every 
tool we have — engineer-
ing, enforcement and edu-
cation — to use in reach-
ing Vision Zero,” de Blasio 
said. “This is about more 
than numbers. Vision Zero 
means parents can more 
safely cross streets with 
their children, and seniors 
can walk their neighbor-
hoods more easily. We’re 
approaching this second 
year of work with proof 
these methods work and 
expanding them to even 
more neighborhoods.” 

Reach reporter Bill Par-
ry by e-mail at bparry@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

rison said after the drop-
off. “I wish they had more 
events like this around 
here. It’s a way one can be 
more responsible to the en-
vironment.”

This year’s program, in 
its 12th edition, comes days 
after curbside collection of 
e-waste was banned in the 
city.

“We love to come to 
Queens,” said Christine 
Datz-Romero, executive 
director of the Lower East 
Side Ecology Center. “In 
this borough we are always 
very busy collecting elec-
tronics.”

There was only one rule 
at the e-waste collection: No 
household appliances.

“Tell him we don’t col-
lect microwaves,” Datz-
Romero told one of the 
volunteers at the site as a 
donor was dropping off two 
microwaves and some other 

electronics.
She explained that 

household appliances, in-
cluding refrigerators and 
air conditioners, are picked 
up by regular collections.

At the Botanical Garden, 
the big star was the classic 
vacuum tube TV set.

“Nobody wants these 
TVs anymore,” Datz-Rome-
ro said. “Everyone likes 
flat screens TVs now.”

The nine tons were 
shipped to the nonprofit’s 
warehouse in Brooklyn. 
From there, two recycling 
companies in Brooklyn 
take the e-waste, shred it 
and then sort it by materi-
als, usually plastic, metal 
and circuit boards.

“Circuit boards are the 
most valuable,” Datz-Rome-
ro said, referring to the 
electric boards most elec-
tronics devices have.

Some computers that 
are collected can be save. 
The Lower East Side Ecol-
ogy Center refurbishes and 
then sells them.

“We try to sell the refur-

bished computers at afford-
able prices,” Datz-Romero 
noted.

When the program start-
ed, the collections were not 
as big as in the past few 
years.

“It wasn’t that busy at 
all,” Datz-Romero said. 
“The truth is that people 
needed to learn about this, 
and they did. Now, resi-
dents know about the idea 
of recycling and they do 
participate in collections 
like this.”

Also on Sunday, the city 
Parks Department hosted a 
mulchfest event at Jackson 
Heights’ Travers Park.

Dozens of residents took 
their Christmas trees and 
gave them a second life as 
mulch to nourish plantings. 
Last year, about 30,000 were 
recycled citywide in Mulch-
Fest 2014.

Reach reporter Juan 
Soto by e-mail at jsoto@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Dalia Hall

Continued from Page 1 

E-recycle249-11 Northern Blvd. | Little Neck, New York | (718) 428–8800
www.ContisRestaurant.com | Valet Parking | Open 6 Days (Closed Tuesday) 

APPETIZER
Soup of the Day or Salad

YOUR CHOICE OF ENTREE
Gnocchi alla Conti

Homemade potato dumplings with zucchini, roasted red 
peppers, and prosciutto in a light cream sauce

Pappardelle Porcini
Homemade pappardelle pasta with a porcini mushroom sauce, 

topped with shaved parmesan cheese and white truffl e oil
Chicken Scarpariello

With onions, peppers, rosemary and white wine
Add sausage $2.00

Red Snapper Martini
Filet of red snapper encrusted in a parmiggiano crust 

served over a bed of spinach
Arrosto D’Anatra

Roasted Long Island duck with a rich Gran Marnier sauce

YOUR CHOICE OF DESSERT
(Includes American coffee or tea)

*Cannot be combined with any other discounted offer

30% OFF
ALL WINE BOTTLES

Mon. | Wed. | Thurs.

MON. & THURS. 

LIVE MUSIC

WED. NIGHT 

UNLIMITED 
PASTA 

Choice of 3 Homemade 
Pasta Dishes 

(Includes Salad)

RISTORANTE

PRIX FIX MENU
$2795* pp + tax & gratuity | Mon. to Thurs. 5 to 7 p.m.

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

For up-to-date news, check 
timesledger.com.
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