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The initial police report came 
over as an assault outside a high-
rise partment building on 83rd 
Avenue, about a block from the 
Queens Criminal courthouse in 
Kew Gardens. The doorman had 
found a young man lying face up 
and lifeless on the plaza outside 
the lobby window. 

When the first officers ar-
rived at 2:30 p.m. Sunday, they 
realized that the doorman had 
been mistaken. The sound of a 
body hitting the concrete makes 
the same noise as a gunshot, one 
resident said afterward.

BY BILL PARRY

Gov. Andrew Cuomo made 
two proposals this week that 
will have significant impact 
on the borough: the unveiling 
of plans to build an AirTrain 
to LaGuardia Airport and a 
plan to increase the minimum 
wage in New York City.

Cuomo Tuesday presented 
his six-point plan to strength-
en and modernize the state’s 
infrastructure, including bet-

ter access to LaGuardia for the 
27 million passengers who use 
it annually. 

“You can’t get to LaGuar-
dia by train and that’s really 
inexcusable,” Cuomo said in a 
speech to the Association for 
a Better New York. “That is 
going to change over the next 
several years.”

The AirTrain will be con-
structed by the Port Authority 
and the MTA at an estimated 
cost of $450 million. The long 

overdue project would con-
nect with the No. 7 subway line 
with a new terminal just south 
of the Willets Pt.-Mets subway 
station between Citi Field and 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park. There is a Long Island 
Rail Road station as well, part 
of the Port Washington line.

The elevated tracks are to 
run a mile and a half along the 
Grand Central Parkway avoid-
ing residential neighborhoods. 

“Getting to LaGuardia by 

train has been a dream for de-
cades, but past proposals have 
been unworkable,” state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
said. “This concept is the most 
optimal because it would avoid 
ramming another elevated 
train through the backyards of 
western Queens residents.”

Wiley Norville, a spokes-
man for Mayor Bill de Blasio 
said, “Increasing public tran-
sit capacity is a priority for 

The Edge School of the Arts and Ultimate Dance Academy performs at the Jamaica Performing Arts Center to celebrate the legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., where keynote speaker and television news personality, Cheryl Wills spoke about her heritage and the black com-
munity. Full coverage on Pages 4, 5 Photo by Nat Valentine
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BY SADEF KULLY

The Sutphin Boulevard 
BID received a grant award of 
$95,000 as a winner of the city’s 
Neighborhood Challenge ini-
tiative, part of major local ef-
forts being made to renovate 
and beautify the area to bring 
in consumers from around the 
borough and beyond.

The grant was awarded by 
the city Department of Small 
Business Services  and the city 
Economic Development Cor-
poration as part of the Neigh-
borhood Challenge initiative. 
Council members Rory  Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest), I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St.Albans), state As-
semblyman William Scarbor-
ough (D-Jamaica), and SBS 
joined community leaders to 
announce the grant in front of 
a couple of stores on Sutphin 
Boulevard that will receive 
the funding to improve their 
physical appearance.

“This grant will be trans-
formative in attracting more 
economic interest, investment 
and development in a boom-
ing neighborhood in Queens,” 
Lancman said. “Downtown 
Jamaica has an incredibly 
bright future and this is just 
the latest in a line of great 
news for the community.” 

 The Sutphin Boulevard 
BID is one of the seven groups 
out of 80 applicants that re-
ceived the grant this year and 

the only group from Queens to 
get the award. Businesses that 
participate in the program 
must be within 500 feet from 
a subway station and have to 
show a financial commitment 
to the program because each 
will be required to contribute 
20 percent towards the renova-
tion costs. 

“These improvements 
will increase patronage and 
provide a more attractive, 
consistent, and welcoming 
environment for consumers,” 
said Simone Price, executive 
director. “

Recently the city has ap-
proved major development 
projects in the downtown 
Jamaica area, which include 
a 580-unit housing complex 
called The Crossing, and a 
24-story Hilton Garden Inn, 
which will feature 210 rooms, 
a restaurant and a business 
center.

During the economic cri-
sis, southeast Queens became 
known as the “foreclosure 
capital” of the United States 
as commercial and residential 
real estate hit bottom and de-
velopment projects were put 
on hold. As the economy re-
vives from the recession, new 
city initiatives like the Neigh-
borhood Challenge, has re-
newed interest in developing 
areas like downtown Jamaica 
and the South Bronx.  

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 
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BY MADINA TOURE

Two northeast Queens 
lawmakers have expressed 
concerns about a proposal for 
a Select Bus Service route in 
and between Flushing and Ja-
maica. 

The Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority and the city 
Department of Transportation 
are proposing a Flushing to Ja-
maica Select Bus Service con-
necting three corridors: Main 
Street, Kissena and Parsons 
boulevards and 164th Street in 
andbetween Flushing and Ja-
maica.

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Fresh Meadows) 
and state Assemblyman Mi-
chael Simanowitz (D-Flushing) 
said a travel or parking lane 
could possibly be eliminated to 
accommodate the service, hurt-
ing motorists, residents and 
small businesses.

They met with the DOT and 
the MTA last Friday, where the 
agencies updated them on the 
proposal. The lawmakers ex-
pressed support for ideas such 
as offboard ticketing, synchro-
nizing lights and reconfigur-
ing left-turn signals.

“The final proposal could 
include a menu of strategies 
for improving bus service and 
we are only opposed to the clos-
ing of a travel or parking lane,” 
Lancman said.

Simanowitz said other parts 
of the proposal such as on-street 
fare collection and displays in-
dicating bus times do not neces-
sitate SBS. 

“The rest of the aspects of a 
BRT proposal are all legitimate 
things, but things they could be 
doing anyway,” he said. 

SBS is the city’s version of 
Bus Rapid Transit, an amelio-
rated bus service that provides 
fast and frequent service on 
bus routes that typically have a 
large number of riders. 

The project is currently in 
the design phase, according 
to a DOT spokeswoman. The 
DOT, which plans to meet with 
other stakeholders in the com-
ing weeks, has held one public 
workshop and intends to hold 
another soon. 

In a statement, the BRT for 
NYC Steering Committee, an 
advocacy coalition, said bus 
riders in eastern Queens need 
better transit options.

“By reducing congestion, 
speeding up travel times, and 
making busy avenues safer 

… BRT is a win-win for rid-
ers, drivers, pedestrians, and 
cyclists alike,” a BRT for NYC 
spokeswoman said.

The MTA and the DOT con-
ducted studies in 2006 and 2009, 
which identified Main Street 
and Kissena and Parsons bou-
levards between Flushing and 
Jamaica as corridors that could 
benefit from SBS. 

According to the studies, 
bus trips on the Q20A/B and 
Q44LTD on Main Street as well 

Continued on Page 57

The Sutphin Boulevard Business Improvement District was award-
ed $95,000 to renovate the facades of storefronts and beautify the 
street in downtown Jamaica. Photo by Michael Shain

A proposal would bring Select Bus Service to three corridors between 
Flushing and Jamaica.  Photo Courtesy DOT

Sutphin BID wins
grant to spruce up

BRT divides leaders
Pols fear traffi c if Flushing-Jamaica bus route OK’d

Continued on Page 57
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BY BILL PARRY

The 5th annual Queens 
World Film Festival is two 
months away, but the husband-
and-wife co-founders, Don and 
Katha Cato, held their kick-
off party Sunday in Astoria. 
Nearly a hundred filmmakers, 
actors, volunteers and alumni 
gathered at Monika’s Cafe 
Bar, across the street from the 
Kaufman Astoria Studios.

“It was wonderful to have 
so many young and creative 
talents embracing the festival 
this year,” Katha Cato said. 
“Our fifth year will be our 
biggest and best with 116 lush 
and fabulous films from all 
around the world. It’s getting 
bigger here. We had 28 films 
made right here in Queens 
submitted this year and we’ll 
be screening 16 of them to the 
festival.”

The festival runs from 
March 17-22 with opening and 
closing nights to be held at the 
Museum of the Moving Image. 

“We’re at the big kids table 

now,” she said. Other screen-
ings will take place at the Se-
cret Theatre in Long Island 
City and at PS 69 in Jackson 
Heights.

“We’re trying not to grow it 
too fast because we don’t want 
to get too far ahead of our fi-
nances, but we’re moving past 
survivable and we’re doing 
things right,” Cato said. 

Last month she retired af-
ter 22 years as the arts and 
education coordinator at Man-
hattan’s Henry Street Settle-
ment and is now working on 
the Queens World Film Festi-
val as the full time executive 
director. 

“I had 900-1,200 kids every 
day while I tried to run the fes-
tival,” she said. “I don’t know 
how I did the festival part 
time. There’s so much to do it’s 
crazy.” 

Cato was juggling much 
more than two jobs. In May 
2014 she was diagnosed with 
cancer but she and Don never 
considered canceling the festi-
val, then in its fourth year.

 “We had an obligation to 
finish what we started,” Don 
Cato said. “We had a respon-
sibility to the filmmakers. We 
had completed three years and 
this was becoming a nation-
ally recognized organization. 
We’re not quitters.”

The fourth season served 
as a goal for Katha after she 
lost 75 percent of her liver and 
her thyroid and struggled with 
her treatments. She suffered a 
reoccurrence last fall and went 
through more radiation treat-
ment in October. Katha went 
in for more scans last week 
and will find out soon if she 
has to wage a third battle with 
the dreaded disease.

“My mindset is if I have an-
other fight ahead of me, I have 
decided to go with my pas-
sion,” she said. “The festival is 
in tremendous shape even if I 
have another challenge ahead 
of me.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Katha Cato takes over as full-time executive director of the Queens 
World Film Festival. Courtesy of Facebook

Queens World Film Festival kicks off in Astoria
Homegrown cinema celebration gains international recognition as it enters its fi fth year
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BY SADEF KULLY

The unassuming Dabney 
Montgomery entered Mer-
rick Academy’s auditorium 
supported by a dark cane 
and made his way toward 
the empty seats behind the 
podium. 

Montgomery, 93, is one 
of the few Tuskegee Airmen 
alive today.  The civil rights 
activist  joined the students at 
Merrick Academy in Spring-
field Gardens in celebration 
of Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
birthday and the 50th an-
niversary of the civil rights 
march from Selma to Mont-
gomery Ala. last week. 

The only sign that Mont-
gomery was no ordinary 
person was his all-American 
baseball cap of red, white, 
and blue.  On its cro wn were 
the words Tuskegee Airmen; 
the insignia for the U.S. mili-

tary’s first black pilots group 
who flew in World War II. 

After motivating speeches 
from city officials and com-
munity leaders like U.S. Rep. 
Gregory Meeks (D-Jamaica) 
and Gerald Karikar, an im-
migration lawyer in Queens. 
Montgomery, in a navy blaz-
er and slacks, slowly walked 
over to the podium with a pa-
per and announced:

 “I am holding in my left 
hand a document dated April 
21, 1918.  This is a document 
from the War Department of 
the United States.  In this doc-
ument it states clearly that 
the black man is not strong 
enough to stand up and fight 
for what he believes in - his 
brain is small and because 
it’s small he can’t be taught 
how to do things such as fly a 
plane and an attempt to teach 
him to fly is a waste of time 

BY MADINA TOURE

Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz made a special 
donation of books honoring 
the African-American experi-
ence at a Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. celebration at the 
Queens Central Library in Ja-
maica Saturday afternoon.

At a ceremony co-spon-
sored by the Bronx borough 
president’s African-American 
Heritage Committee and the 
Queens Central Library on 
89 Merrick Blvd. in Jamaica, 
Katz announced the donation 
of three books to each branch 
of the Queens Library.

The books are Charles R. 
Smith Jr.’s “28 Days: Moments 
in Black History that Changed 
the World;” Duncan Tonati-
uh’s “Separate Is Never Equal: 
Sylvia Mendez and Her Fam-
ily’s Right for Desegregation;” 

and King’s “Where Do We Go 
from Here: Chaos or Commu-
nity?” Katz also announced a 
lecture series that will touch 
on present-day race relations 
and civil as well as human 
rights struggles. 

“Today we’re here to cel-

ebrate Martin Luther King, 
who really was the forefather 
of peaceful protest,” Katz said, 
noting that black Americans 
have made a number of do-
nations and contributions to 
Queens. 

She said King’s book, 
“Where Do We Go from Here,” 
is relevant given the current 
state of race relations in the 
United States. 

“I think it is a very a pro-
pos book when the city of New 
York is at a crossroads in its 
history,” she said. 

One copy of each of the 
three books was donated to 
the Queens Library’s 63 par-
ticipating branches for a total 
donation to the library system 
of 189 copies. 

The four-part lecture se-
ries is in partnership with the 
Queens Library and the Afri-

BY MADINA TOURE

As the 50th anniversary 
of the death of Malcolm X ap-
proached, his daughter, author 
Ilyasah Shabazz, gave words 
of wisdom to students on the 
importance of education and 
enunciated her father’s legacy 
at the Merrick Academy in 
Springfield Gardens Satur-
day.

Shabazz, who was born in 
Queens, announced her new 

book, “X,” which she co-wrote, 
chronicling the legacy of her 
father, an African-American 
civil rights activist and major 
figure of the Nation of Islam. 
She asked students questions 
based on passages she read 
aloud from her other book, 
“Malcolm Little: The Boy Who 
Grew Up To Become Malcolm 
X,” which received an NAACP 
Image Award nomination.

She has written other 
books on her father, including 
“Growing Up X” and “Diary of 
Malcolm X.”

Shabazz pointed to the cov-

er of “Malcolm Little,” which 
features Malcolm as a “young, 
impressionable child.” She 
said it represents the impor-
tance of quality education for 
youth.

“He would grow up to be-
come one of the world’s great-
est leaders for human rights 
for all people,” Shabazz said. 
“One of the greatest leaders 
around the world. And so it 
says that we have to celebrate 
and prepare you now while 
you are nice and young.”

In a speech that captivated 
the entire room, U.S. Rep. 
Gregory Meeks (D-Jamaica) 
recalled his father crying for 
the first time when Malcolm 
X died.

Malcolm X paved the way 
for African-Americans to at-
tain leadership positions and 
credited him with teaching 
black people how to be proud 
of their race and their history, 
Meeks said.

“I wanted to make sure 
that I had an opportunity just 
to stop by and to see you be-
cause the truth of the matter 

Author and storyteller Joy Kelly 
plays her guitar at a ceremony 
honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Malcolm X's daughter, Ilyasah Shabazz, reads a passage from her book, “Malcolm Little.” 
Photo by Madina Toure

Malcolm X’s daughter unveils novel
Ilyasah Shabazz speaks to Merrick Academy students almost 50 years after her father’s assassination

Katz donates black books 
to Queens library branches

Tuskegee Airman 
inspires the young

Continued on Page 42
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BY SADEF KULLY

The Jamaica Performing 
Arts Center celebrated the 
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Monday with com-
munity leaders and officials, 
poets, dancers, musicians 
and keynote speaker Cheryl 
Wills, a television anchor-
woman for NY1 local news 
channel. 

The event was put to-
gether through Councilman 
Daneek Miller’s office (D-St. 
Albans) and sponsored by 
EmblemHealth. The event 
began with the “Star-Span-
gled Banner” and “Lift Ev’ry 
Voice and Sing” sung by Sh-
emeka Fennell.

“We celebrate 
this life and lega-
cy of the Dr. Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. for 
his words     and his deeds. 
We rejoice in his journey - we 
pray for peace and justice in 
Queens, in the country and 
all over the world,” said Dr. 
Rev. Oliver-Durrah, who has 
been a community leader in 
New York City for over 30 
years, was the the mistress of 
ceremonies.

A special dance perfor-
mance was given by students 
of the Edge School of the 
Arts and the Ultimate Dance 
Academy in Laurelton. The 
Emmy-winning violinist 
Damien Escobar, who is from 
Queens, played his own com-
posed music for the audience 
followed by a poetry reading 
with poet Renee McRae. Each 
performance delivered an 
uplifting message and reiter-
ated the struggle of the civil 
rights movement in the Unit-
ed States.

“And now I say today 150 
years later Dr King’s’ words 

still ring true. In our com-
munities today, we see cases 
where African Americans 
are still seared in the flames 
of withering injustice, 150 
years later so many of us still 
find ourselves in exile in our 
own land, 150 years later, 
the school to prison pipeline 
is putting so many brilliant 
young men behind bars, and 
150 years so many of us do not 
know our own family links to 
slavery,” Wills told the stand-
ing room audience.

The TV broadcaster said 
“as this nation, marks the 
150th anniversary of the end 
of the Civil War and the 13th 
Amendment that abolished 

slavery, I have 
come here today 
to dramatize what 
still is a shameful 

condition.  The first ques-
tion may be, why do we need 
to know about slavery to-
day? Simple question and I 
have a simple answer: Those 
who don’t know the past are 
doomed to repeat it.”

 She recently wrote the 
book, “Die Free: A Heroic 
Family Tale,” about  uncov-
ering the slave history of her 
family and shared her jour-
ney of discovery with the au-
dience. After the death of her 
father, Wills started search-
ing through her family his-
tory to find that she was the 
great-great-great-great grand-
daughter of slaves. A slave, 
her grandfather Sandy Wills, 
became free and joined the 
Northern troops Civil War to 
fight for freedom in the Civil 
War. Her grandmother had to 
battle the system to receive 
his pension after his death, 
for herself and her nine chil-
dren. 

BY BILL PARRY
 

Nearly 1,000 airport work-
ers marked Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s birthday with a rally, 
march and a sit-in at LaGuar-
dia Airport to demand better 
wages, benefits, working stan-
dards and the right to union 
representation. Unlike last 
year’s march where 37 union 
leaders, clergy and elected of-
ficials were arrested, the Jan. 
14 civil disobedience came to 
an end after the first warning 
given by police.

The 2014 march resulted in 
a call to action by Mayor Bill 
de Blasio and Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, who oversee the Port 
Authority. The bistate agency 
demanded that the four air-
lines that serve both Queens 
airports raise wages for work-
ers making $9 per hour or less 
by $1.

In August, Cuomo an-
nounced that American, Unit-
ed, Delta and JetBlue had all 
finally agreed to the increase 
beginning Feb. 1, but the Port 
Authority has not released a 
promised plan for better ben-
efits and working standards.

“Airport workers’ dreams of 
a better life have been delayed, 
but the support they have seen 
at this year’s and last year’s 
Martin Luther King marches 
shows that they are not alone 
in the fight,” 32BJ/SEIU Presi-
dent Hector Figueroa said. 
“Martin Luther King called 
for respect and dignity in work 
and that is what today is all 
about.”

A recent study found that 
88 percent of the 8,000 subcon-
tracted workers at JFK and La-

Guardia airports reported at 
least one kind of wage as well 
as hour violations in the last 
year alone and more than half 
reported multiple kinds.

“The Port Authority lead-
ership must do everything in 
its power to stop these abusive 
wage and labor violations,” city 
Public Advocate Letitia James 
said. “Wage theft is illegal and 
immoral, and these hardwork-
ing airport employees deserve 
better.”

In a statement, the Port 
Authority responded, say-
ing it “has taken a lead role 
in seeking higher wages for 
third-party contract workers 
employed at the region’s air-
ports. Already, the policy has 
led to a $1 increase per hour 
for those making less than $9 
an hour. The agency also has 
proposed a revision to include 
retail and concession workers 
at our airports under the pol-
icy as of April 1. with that pro-
posed amendment currently in 
a public comment period.”

 Additionally, agency rep-
resentatives Walberto San-
tiago, a security officer at La-
Guardia, said, “We have been 
fighting for two years for these 
changes, and just like we keep 
the airports running on time, 
the Port Authority should have 
been on time with their prom-
ise to raise our wages and ben-
efits.”

Over the last year alone air-
port workers have filed vari-
ous lawsuits and complaints 
for unfair labor practices, 
health and safety violations, 
wage theft and more. Delega-
tions have gone to subcontrac-
tors, airlines and the Port Au-

thority to explain the effects of 
poverty wages and little or no 
benefits on cabin and termi-
nal cleaners, skycaps, baggage 
handlers and security officer’s 
lives.

 The Port Authority also 
said its representatives” con-
tinue to work with our airport 
partners on related issues of 
importance to these third-par-
ty, non-Port Authority work-
ers with the goal of enhancing 
safety, security and quality of 
service at our airports.”

Gian Lopez, a 22-year-old 
baggage handler at LaGuardia 
who depends on a $9 hourly 
wage, food stamps and rental 
assistance, told the crowd,” 
It’s very hard to know if you’re 
going to have money for your 
daughter.”

U.S. Rep. Charles Rangel (D-
Harlem) took part in the march 
for the second straight year, 
telling the crowd, “It’s morally 
wrong to leave those behind 
that are making America eco-
nomically strong. It is fitting 
that on Martin Luther King 
Day, we continue to fight for 
fair wages, benefits and work-
ing standards. Our airport 
workers deserve the dignity of 
fair compensation and just la-
bor practices and I am proud to 
be a part of this effort.”

State Sens. Toby Ann 
Stavisky (D-Flushing) and 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), city 
Comptroller Scott Stringer all 
spoke at the rally.

“We are going to continue 
the fight that Martin Luther 
King began,” Figeroa told the 
crowd. “We want all that we 
have earned and we are going 
to win this year.”

Cheryl Wills, the anchor for NY1 news channel, was the keynote speak-
er at the Jamaica Performing Arts Center. Photo by Nat Valentine

Airport workers join union officals and elected leaders at LaGuardia Airport for a protest march for higher 
wages and benefits. Photo by Bill Parry

Airport workers march
Protesters hold wage-and-benefi t rally on MLK birthday

NY1 anchor learns
ancestor was a slave

Continued on Page 52
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BY BILL PARRY

The building boom in Long 
Island City is expected to 
increase exponentially now 
that the city is in preliminary 
stages of rezoning Queens 
Plaza and Court Square for 
even more development that 
would ease the growing hous-
ing crisis. While the news set 
off alarms in LIC, it provides 
a relief for residents in neigh-
boring Sunnyside who fear de-
velopment of the 160-acre Sun-
nyside Yards.

Carl Weisbrod, the chair-
man of the City Planning Com-
mission, has studied proposals 
for decking over the enormous 
Sunnyside Yards space for 
the relocation of the Javits 
Center and building afford-
able housing but found it was 
“enormously” complicated. In 
a recent speech to the Citizens 
Budget Commission, he sited 
ownership issues, operational 
challenges and economics 
as too prohibitive at least for 
now.

“It’s so complicated that 
we’re a ways away from com-
ing up with a recommendation 
for the yards,  but it is very 

high on our priorities list,” 
Weisbrod said. “It’s obviously 
an area of growth for the city.”

The chairman spoke of the 
more immediate challenges 
faced by a city that is home to 
8.4 million people, an all-time 
record, and will further swell 
to 9 million in the next quar-
ter century. With 40 percent of 
renters currently experienc-
ing “renter’s stress” and 59,000 
people in homeless shelters, 
nearly half  of them children. 
 “And that’s unacceptable,” he 
said.

The de Blasio administra-
tion has mandated the need 
to create or preserve 200,000 
units of affordable housing to 
alleviate the housing crisis. 
“Unlike the Ed Koch hous-
ing plan, today we don’t have 
vacant land and empty build-
ings,” Weisbrod said. “The 
only way that the city is able to 
grow is if we grow upward.” 

Weisbrod called it “going 
vertical” during a panel dis-
cussion at the LIC Summit 
last June. The city rezoned 34 
blocks of Long Island City for 
large-scale development in 
2001

resulting in nearly 10,000 

new housing units built since 
2006, with nearly 20,000 more 
planned or already under con-
struction.

Rezoning will take a fresh 
look at nearly 100 additional 
blocks along Jackson Avenue, 

Northern Boulevard and 
Queens Plaza. 

“It’s indeed going to hap-
pen,” John Young, director 
of the Queens Office at City 
Planning, said. “We see hous-
ing, mixed-use, industrial and 

commercial plus space for new 
technology companies. With 
all that housing there’s need 
for more retail. All that new 
development would leverage 
the creation of new affordable 
housing for low-income and 
working class families.”

The plan is called the 
Queens Plaza-Long Island City 
Core Study. 

“It has many parts in a 
sprawling area starting at the 
western edge of the Sunny-
side rail yards,” Young said. 
The early stages, now being 
planned, include the forma-
tion of a community advisory 
group that will incorporate el-
ements of Community Board 2 
as well as the Long Island City 
Partnership. 

“We’ll be looking at infra-
structure and service needs as 
part of a 10-year capital plan-
ning period that will include 
building schools,” Young said. 
“All the components that we 
made in the Western Queens 
Transportation Study draft 
recommendations we made 
last fall. A final report will be 
ready in a couple of months.”

The Department of City Planning wants to rezone nearly 100 blocks 
in Queens Plaza and Court Square in Long Island City. 

Courtesy of NYC Dept of Planning

LIC to be rezoned as Yards are put on hold
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Dental Implants
• Crowns/Bridges/Veneer • Root Canal                                                                                                    
• Extrac� ons • Cosme� c/Esthe� c Den� stry 
• Dentures • Braces                                                                      Call us or visit us today

Continued on Page 57
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HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:

PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. FEDERBUSCH, DPM
Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics

65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

SATURDAY HOURS HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

718-366-FEET / 718-366-3338
MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!
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POLICE 

Blotter
WOODSIDE — Police from the 

108th Precinct are asking for the pub-
lic’s help in finding a suspect wanted 
for flashing a woman in a store on Sat-
urday, Jan. 3. The suspect entered the 
business in the mezzanine area of the 
61st Street and Woodside Avenue sta-
tion and exposed himself to a 22-year-
old female employee, according to the 
NYPD. When a customer entered the 
store the suspect fled.

Police say the suspect is a 25- to 
30-year-year old black man, six-feet 
tall with a skinny build. Surveillance 
video shows the man wearing a black 
hat, a dark coat and black shoes.

Anyone with information is asked 
to call the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
Hotline at 800-577-TIPS.

LONG ISLAND CITY — A 36-year-
old cyclist was killed Saturday when 
he was hit by a private sanitation 
truck, police said. 

The NYPD said the accident oc-
curred in the intersection of Vernon 
Boulevard and 41st Avenue at about 
7:13 p.m.

Police identified the victim as Hoyt 
Jacobs, from Brooklyn, who was pro-
nounced dead at the scene by EMS, 
added the authorities.

He was the first cyclist to die this 
year.  

The NYPD said the driver of the 
truck was traveling on Vernon Boule-
vard when he made a right turn on 41st 
Avenue, striking the victim.

Police said the driver of the vehicle 
stayed at the scene of the accident.

Authorities were investigating the 
causes of the crash.

Cristina Furlong, cofounder of 
Make Queens Safer, a safe streets ad-
vocacy group, said in a Facebook post-
ing, “Our hearts go out to the freinds 
and loved ones of Hoyt. We will work to 
ensure that his death is not in vain.”

QUEENS VILLAGE — A Queens 
Village man was arrested and charged  
with murdering a man he allegedly 
shot, said NYPD. 

Jiram Ali Suarez, 24, of Queens Vil-
lage, has been charged with murder, 
robbery and criminal possession of a 
weapon after he allegedly approached 
two men seated inside a Honda CRV 
Jan. 6 around 10 p.m. parked in front of 
150-22 130th St. in Jamaica and firing 
at them, police said.

Brooklyn resident John Pichardo, 
19, was found with a gunshot wound to 
the head, authorities said. He was pro-
nounced dead at the scene. 

The other victim, a 21-year-old male 
who has not been identified, was found 
with a gunshot wound to the right leg, 
authorities added. 

He was transported to Jamaica Hos-
pital where he was said to be in stable 
condition.

A suspect is wanted for public lewdness 
after allegedly flashing an employee in a 
Woodside store. NYPD

Queens man charged in shooting: NYPD

Bicyclist killed by private truck in LIC: Cops

Cops looking for Woodside flasher: NYPD
C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

$CASH$$CASH$

JAMAICA — Police responded to 
reports of a male shot near the corner 
of the Van Wyck Expressway and At-
lantic Avenue Tuesday at 3 p.m.

Upon arrival, police discovered a 
28-year-old male with gunshot wounds 
on the head, torso and limbs. EMS re-
sponded and transported the victim to 

Jamaica Hospital where he was pro-
nounced dead on arrival.

After family notification, the de-
ceased has been identified as Derek 
Quattlebaum from 419 Blake Avenue in 
Brooklyn. There were no arrests and 
the investigation was ongoing.

Man shot dead near Van Wyck: Police
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BY BILL PARRY
 
The emergency homeless 

shelter at the Westway Mo-
tel in East Elmhurst is a step 
closer to permanence follow-
ing a public hearing last week 
in Manhattan. More than 100 
residents of Astoria and East 
Elmhurst packed the hear-
ing held by the Department 
of Homeless Services and the 
Mayor’s Office of Contract 
Services.

State Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Astoria), 
City Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria) and 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) all spoke out 
against the proposed $24 mil-
lion contract between DHS 
and the social service provid-
er Women In Need to operate 
the shelter at 71-11 and 72-05 
Astoria Boulevard on a long-
term basis.  

This past July, without pri-
or notice to the community or 
elected representatives in As-
toria, DHS approved the con-
version of the Westway Motel 
into a 212-unit homeless shel-
ter by invoking an emergency 
declaration, bypassing estab-
lished oversight and regulato-
ry procedures. With the emer-
gency decree expiring this 
month, DHS was required, as 
part of the city’s procurement 
process, to hold a public hear-
ing before it can turn Westway 
into a permanent shelter. The 
agency scheduled the hear-
ing at 10 a.m. on Jan 13, on a 
workday.

“Today my colleagues and 
over 100 of my constituents 
attended a public hearing to 
have our voices heard for the 
first time in this process,” 
Simotas said. “From day one, 
DHS has ignored the needs of 
shelter residents and the Asto-

ria community. I sued the city 
and spoke out against DHS’s 
heavy-handed tactics because 
we deserve a voice in this pro-
cess. By exploiting emergency 
procurement loopholes rather 
than abiding by normal over-
sight procedures, DHS is try-
ing to pull the wool over all 
of our eyes and the children 
at the Westway will suffer the 
most.”

In her lawsuit filed Nov. 
3 in State Supreme Court, 
Simotas accused DHS of cre-
ating an artificial emergency 
to evade proper siting and 
procurement procedures. She 
also contended the agency 
has been “manipulating” the 
emergency shelter process to 
avoid dealing with the com-
munity.

“From the outset, DHS has 
turned a deaf ear to the people 
who know the Westway and 
the surrounding area best, a 
posture that does a tremen-
dous disservice to the home-
less who will be living at this 
unsuitable site,” Peralta said. 
“This whole process appears 
to be nothing more than an 
attempt to establish a perma-
nent shelter by fiat. Our con-
stituents, the children and 
families of the Westway, and 
all those who value an open, 
transparent and participatory 
government deserve better 
that this.”

Eyebrows were raised 
when DHS scheduled the hear-
ing in Manhattan early on a 
workday. Peralta referred to 
the scheduling as a “massive 
bureaucratic inconvenience” 
and thanked the 100 members 
of the community took time to 
speak at the hearing.

Constantinides thanked 
them as well before stating his 
opposition.

BY JUAN SOTO

The executive orders issued 
by President Barack Obama 
will offer protection from 
deportation to about 91,000 
Queens residents, according 
to a study released last week 
by the Washington-based Mi-
gration Policy Institute.

The D.C. think tank noted 
that in the most ethically di-
verse county in the country, 
37 percent of the 246,000 un-
authorized immigrant popu-
lation in the borough will 
benefit from the new deferred 
action federal measures.

The Migration Policy Insti-
tute estimated that 61,000 bor-
ough residents would be free 
from deportation because they 
are a parent of a U.S. citizen 
or a legal resident (DAPA  pro-
gram), while another 30,000 
will have protection because 
they entered the country as 
a child (DACA), known as 
“Dreamers.”

More than 50 percent of 
then come from Central and 
South America.

DAPA refers to the execu-
tive order known as Deferred 
Action for Parent Account-
ability, while DACA stands for 
Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals. Both are temporary 
measures.

In New York City, the num-
ber of those who will be pro-
tected is about 236,000, accord-
ing to the study. Nationwide, 
the number of unauthorized 
immigrants who will get pro-
tection is more than 5 million.

“The president’s programs 
could have a significant effect 
on the lives of millions unau-
thorized immigrants,” said 
Michael Fix, president of the 
Migration Policy Institute, 
an independent, non-partisan 
group that keeps track of mi-
gration trends worldwide.

Immigration experts 
pointed out the deferred ac-
tion programs would benefit 
the unauthorized immigrants 
with better job opportunities 
and enrich the communities 
they live in. They will be au-
thorized to work and stay here 
legally.

The New York City Immi-
gration Coalition said the new 
programs will also add to the 
already heavy workload of ser-
vice providers.

“This will be an extreme 
challenge,” said Betsy Plum, 
director of special projects 

for the immigration advocacy 
group. “You have providers 
who are almost to their capac-
ity and now more New Yorkers 
potentially will be eligible for 
a new forms of relief.”

She noted that as more 
people need help, funding for 
services remains at the same 
levels. “Funding is not where 
it used to be,” Plum said.

Plum pointed out the city 
allocated $18 million to pro-
vide services for people who 
can benefit under the DACA 
program. She added the fund-
ing will expire in June.

“I hope the city renews the 
funding to reach new people 
under the program,” she said.

Randy Capps, director of re-
search for the Migration Poli-
cy Institute, noted that Queens 
is home to the largest number 
of unauthorized immigrants 
from Asia countrywide, with a 
population of about 80,000, in-
cluding 26,000 from China. 

“Our analysis shows that 
deferred action is likely to 
affect counties differently,” 
Capps said.

The study indicates Mexi-
cans represent  the highest 
number of undocumented im-
migrants in the borough. 

“Mexican immigrants are 
the unauthorized group most 
likely to be well-established in 
the United States and to have 
formed mixed-status families 
with unauthorized parents 
and U.S.-citizen or legal per-
manent children,” Capps said.

There are about 42,000 un-
authorized Mexicans living in 
Queens, noted the report by 
the Washington group. 

Unfortunately, changes 
in policy means at times new 
scams that target unsuspected 
citizens.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-

Flushing) warned borough im-
migrants about rip-offs related 
to Obama’s executive action.

“The executive action is 
good for the country,” Meng 
said. “But, unfortunately, it 
has caused fraudsters, con 
rtists and very greedy people 
to cash in on hopes and dreams 
of immigrants.”

Meng said the schemes are 
already occurring in Queens, 
where people are “swindling 
unwitting immigrants out of 
anywhere from a few thousand 
dollars to tens of thousands of 
dollars.”

The congresswoman noted 
that at this point immigrants 
should just consider getting 
their paperwork and documen-
tation ready in order to apply 
for the new federal immigrant 
programs. She added Obama’s 
executive action has not been 
implemented yet.

Meng also sent a clear mes-
sage to borough residents.

“Do not give money to any-
body who says that they will 
apply for executive action on 
your behalf,” Meng said. “Do 
not pay anybody who says that 
they can make you a citizen or 
put you at the front of the line. 
These people are trying to rip 
you off, they are trying to take 
your money.”

In response to the scams, 
Meng said she will sponsor a 
forum in Queens sometime 
next month in collaboration 
with the United States Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services 
to help the public understand 
how can they apply for the new 
programs.

“Most undocumented im-
migrants are hardworking 
people who want nothing more 
than a chance to work, live 
and contribute to our nation,” 
Meng said.

Residents and elected officials speak out against a permanent shelter 
at the Westway Motel in East Elmhurst. Photo by Bill Parry

Rep. Grace Meng is warning borough immigrants about scams related to 
President Obama's executive orders. Photo by Michael Shain

Beware of new frauds
Immigrants in boro to benefi t from executive orders

Westway critics heard
as DHS holds hearing

Continued on Page 57
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BY JUAN SOTO

Two days before she was to 
give her first State of the Bor-
ough address Thursday, Me-
linda Katz said Queens needs 
more schools, more affordable 
housing and more quality jobs, 
among other priorities, while 
calling on the city to consider 
creating new zoning districts 
for basement apartments. 

“Illegal conversions lack 
safety,” Katz said at a news 
briefing in Borough Hall 
Tuesday. “The problem is that 
we have no more housing and 
we need to live, and we need to 
make these converted spaces 
safe.”

She said Queens has a 46 
percent of foreign-born popu-
lation , and in this growing 
borough, “we can’t build fast 
enough, although this is a 
good problem to have as long 
as we can catch up.”

The borough president will 
ask the city Department of 
Buildings to look at the possi-
bility of legalizing more base-

ment apartments, “creating 
new areas for conversions.”

As for public transporta-
tion, Katz said she will push to 
restore the ferry service from 
the Rockaways put into place 
to carry residents from Beach 
108th Street to the Brooklyn 
Army Terminal and down-
town Manhattan after Super-
storm Sandy flooded the A 
train tracks in 2012. 

Ferries were docked last 
fall because funding for the 
route to continue did not make 
it into this year’s city budget.

“The ferry has to come 
back,” she said. “I do believe 
nothing is temporary, but the 
ferry unfortunately was.”

Katz did not chose sides, 
however, between those in 
the borough who support the 
reactivation of the Rockaway 
Beach LIRR line and those 
who want the construction of 
a High Line-style park known 
as the Queensway on the aban-
doned tracks. 

“Let’s see how it plays out,” 
she said. 

The borough president also 
called on the Department of 
Education to establish bigger 
high schools in Queens, as 
well as to expand  its Gifted 
and Talented program. 

“There is no doubt we need 
more schools,” Katz said.  

Other priorities, she noted, 
include getting more seats for 

pre-kindergarten in commu-
nity-base organizations and 
better services for veterans, 
including help with job place-
ment and healthcare. 

“Full day pre-K is urgent in 
the borough,” she said. 

Katz asked the community-
based organizations to find 
locations in churches, syna-

gogues, mosques, and youth 
centers, among others, and 
“remove trailers” These struc-
tures  host temporary class-
rooms because of school over-
crowding. 

In addition, the borough 
president pointed out it was 
necessary to help small busi-
nesses and she called  on the 
city “not to balance its budget 
by getting them fees and tick-
ets.”

She acknowledged parking 
is also a big problem, specially 
in neighborhoods with com-
mercial strips, like Jackson 
Heights. “I don’t have a magic 
wand for that,” she said. 

And her dream, she noted, 
is to have a fully restored New 
York State Pavilion, the venue 
where the 50th anniversary of 
the 1964 World’s Fair was cel-
ebrated this year.

“My dream is to redo the 
outside and ... to make sure the 
theater is usable for outdoor 
events,” she said. “And we will 
make sure it remains an icon 
of the World’s Fair.”

Melinda Katz briefed the media before her State of the Borough address. 
Photo by Juan Soto

Katz pushes to legalize basement apartments
Boro leader wants Rockaway ferry restored, calls for more schools and affordable housing 

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 

761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777
Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com

Neck & Back Pain  |  Scoliosis & Spinal Deformities | Knee & Hip 
Replacement | Hand, Shoulder, Elbow & Ankle  |  Sports Medicine  | 
Pediatric Orthopeadics  |  Physiatry, Pain Management  |  Pain 
Management Psychology  |  Chiropractic Care  |  Acupuncture  |  MRI

New York Spine Institute is the only comprehensive 

Spine Institute and Full Orthopedic Center on Long 

Island affiliated with NYU Langone’s Hospital for Joint 

Diseases. This center brings nationally and internationally 

recognized leaders in Spinal Care to your community.
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

The recent PBA delegate meet-
ing in Queens was interrupted 
by several upset members who 
voiced their legitimate concerns 
regarding safety issues for police 
officers. There has to be unity 
among the PBA and its president, 
Pat Lynch, so that a unified front 
can be presented to the commis-
sioner and the mayor with regard 
to all issues of concerns from the 

police.
Our police officers are very 

hardworking and dedicated to 
doing their jobs, and protecting 
the people of this city is one of 
them. They do an excellent job 
and must certainly have all the 
necessary equipment that can be 
used to help protect them.

We owe a debt of gratitude to 
the NYPD, and as citizens, we 

must support them. Hopefully, 
whatever disagreement that 
some union members have with 
Pat Lynch will be rectified for 
the good of all concerned. Col-
laboration, not confrontation, is 
what we need in this situation.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows
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Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday had a particu-
larly strong impact in Queens this year as events 
across the borough marked the 50th anniversary of 
the march on Selma, which he led, and the passage of 
the Voting Rights Act.

The nonviolent message of the Nobel Peace Prize 
winner was invoked many times against a backdrop 
in which the city and nation are struggling to come 
to terms with unresolved racial conflict. At the heart 
of this soul-searching is the relationship between the 
police and the black community following the deaths 
of Eric Garner in Staten Island and Michael Brown in 
Ferguson, Mo., at the hands of white officers.

In another milestone for 2015, Malcolm X, a civil 
rights activist from East Elmhurst who headed the 
Nation of Islam, was assassinated 50 years ago in Feb-
ruary.

Adding to the historical record, the feature film 
“Selma” about King’s non-violent campaign to win 
equal voting rights by staging a march from Selma, 
Ala., to Montgomery was screened at the Queens Cen-
tral Library in Jamaica for students on his birthday.

Several of the commemorative events in Queens 
were designed to teach young people about their own 
history.

Borough President Melinda Katz donated three 
books about race relations to all 63 branches of the 
Queens Library system to educate children and an-
nounced a four-part lecture series on the quest for 
equality.

Over at Merrick Academy in Springfield Gardens, 
Tuskegee Airman Dabney Montgomery, 93, told a 
group of children to stand tall. One of the last surviv-
ing members of the nation’s first black military pilot 
group, which flew in World War II, he led the young-
sters in chanting “We will fight.”

Several days later Ilyasah Shabazz, Malcolm X’s 
daughter, visited Merrick Academy to put the children 
in touch with their history and to describe her father’s 
legacy.

An author, she used the occasion to introduce her 
new novel “X,” which she co-wrote, and to take ques-
tions from the students as she described the early 
years of her father’s life.

Congressman Gregory Meeks said Malcolm X 
taught black people to be proud of their race and paved 
the way for them to obtain leadership positions.

King’s achievements are visible in Queens and the 
rest of the country. Black Americans have far more op-
portunities today than they did 50 years ago, but more 
still needs to be done. We are at a critical juncture on 
racial tolerance in this city and we must carry on with 
King’s unflinching commitment to end human injus-
tice for all regardless of race.

DR. KING’S LEGACY

Police stand together for greater good
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READERS WRITE

In regards to the column by 
William Lewis (TimesLedger, 
Jan. 9), he neglects to mention 
what started the whole “War 
on the Police” as he calls it. The 
medical examiner ruled the 
death of Eric Garner by a po-
lice officer a homicide. We saw 
with our own eyes how that of-
ficer put a chokehold on Garner 
which is banned by the depart-
ment. That officer murdered 
Eric Garner and we all saw it 
on video.

Now, I certainly don’t mean 
to imply that all or even most 
officers do this type of thing, 
but police brutality DOES exist 
and needs to be addressed and 
dealt with.

Can Mr. Lewis at least ac-
knowledge this fact? If not, 
then there can be no moving 
forward.

We see on videos an officer 
shooting at a man who went 
into his car to retrieve his wal-
let when asked for his license, 
another on top of a woman con-
tinually punching her in the 
face as she tries to protect her-
self, so these incidents cannot 
be denied.

If I were a police officer, this 
would enrage me because it 
paints a terrible picture of the 
police, and promotes mistrust 
by the public of all police of-
ficers, which endangers other 
officers. The police do have a 

tough and dangerous job, but 
that is the job they chose. They 
cannot take that out on the pub-
lic.

In Boston, two police officers 
were attacked by a group of six 
teens and they managed to end 
it by macing them, proving you 
don’t have to use deadly force to 
control a dangerous situation. I 
applaud those officers because 
they surely must have been 
scared in the moment, but they 
handled the situation in the 
best possible way. And those 
stupid teens are alive to share 
their story with others about 
what happens when you try to 
assault the police — about how 
much pain they experienced 

with their eyes burning and 
good, it serves them right. And 
no one can deny that those po-
lice officers actions were total-
ly justified or use their actions 
against them.

Both the police and the 
public need to be constantly 
reminded that a police offi-
cer’s job is to apprehend some-
one suspected of committing a 
crime in order to bring them 
before a judge.

For the police, this means 
they do not mete out street jus-
tice — they are not the judge 
and jury. No matter how diffi-
cult or frustrating their job is, 
they are there to protect and 
serve the public. For the public, 

this means when a police offi-
cer directs you to do something 
— do it!

If they say they are going to 
arrest you, that is what is going 
to happen so there is no use in 
arguing, fighting and pleading 
your case to them. This will 
only make things worse for 
you. Remain quiet, comply and 
save it for the judge whose job 
is to determine your guilt or in-
nocence.

If people could just do this, 
then many of these incidents 
could be avoided.

Karen Klein
Whitestone

One fact has not been men-
tioned and that is New York 
City is being considered as a 
possible location for the 2016 
Democratic National Conven-
tion.

Since the vote has been re-
ported to be close, it is possible 

that a ban on carriage rides, 
which thousands of visitors 
take every year, may tip the 
vote away from New York City 
since thousands of tourists, 
including delegates, would be 
visiting our city for the con-
vention. Many of those visitors 

may partake in this popular 
tourist attraction.

The mayor may be doing 
more damage than he real-
izes.

Ken Daniels
Glendale

Why do I need a politician 
to tell me where I can shop? 
And why pick on Walmart?

Has Costco put grocery 
stores out of business? Has 
Home Depot put hardware 
stores out of business? And 
has Century 21 put clothing 
stores out of business?

Or have all these stores just 
increased competition and re-
duced prices for consumers, 
not to mention all jobs their 
stores have created?

If the problem is low wages, 
let the politicians increase the 
minimum wage for everyone.

If Walmart wants to open 

stores in New York City, let 
them pay the minimum wage.

Have these politicians stop 
playing games and let us make 
our own choices as to where 
we shop.

Robert Hartling
Flushing

The MTA Transit Adjudica-
tion Bureau is an administra-
tive hearing arm of the MTA 
which processes disputes and 
appeals of a Notice of Viola-
tion issued to an individual by 
an NYPD police officer or New 
York City Transit Inspector for 
an alleged violation of the New 
York City Transit Rules of Con-
duct.

These hearing officers are 
not independent judges of either 
the civil or criminal courts, but 
rather are employees of the 
MTA, a “public authority” with 
an inherent conflict of interest 
to uphold and impose the fine 
for the violation as revenue 
generation for the MTA. The 
records indicate that the major-
ity of violations are upheld (and 
appeals denied) without fine 
reductions.

To appeal the final deter-
mination of the hearing offi-
cer, again by employees of the 
MTA constituting an Appeals 
Board of three hearing officers, 
the respondent is “ordinarily 
required to pay the fine when 
filing your appeal,” since TAB 
claims that “the amount of the 
fine will be returned to you in 
the event that the appeal results 
in a determination that the vio-
lation should not be upheld.”

Now, this requirement of 
guilty until proven innocent, 
rather than innocent until 
proven guilty, in order to have 
the right of appeal is unconsti-
tutional since no person may 
“be deprived of life, liberty, or 
property, without due process 
of law,” according to the Con-

stitution.
Essentially, the TAB is de-

nying due process to the right 
of appeal unless the depriva-
tion of one’s personal property 
(payment of the disputed fine) 
transpires as a “condition of 
an appeal.” This is absolutely 
illegal under our American 
and English systems of consti-
tutional and common law, and 
should not be complied with by 
any respondents, since it con-
stitutes extortion by a “public 
authority” agency, which is of 
no legitimate branch of govern-
ment.

In the present climate, until 
this “condition of appeal” is re-
scinded by the TAB or judicial-
ly (or legislatively) voided by 
the State of New York, the only 
sane option for respondents is 
to not pay any “upheld” viola-
tions by a TAB hearing officer, 
who is not an authorized judge 
of the New York State Unified 
Court System, but a non-judi-
cial employee of TAB.

TAB (as with the common 
man) needs to sue in a court 
of law to get a judgment. If you 
pay, it is voluntary on your part 
(and TAB knows this).

The only point at which one 
needs to respond is to a service 
of a notice of judgment entered 
by TAB in the New York City 
Civil Court, at which point one 
may enter a motion to vacate 
the judgment on grounds of no 
judicial constitutional author-
ity of the TAB/MTA.

Unless ordered by a judge 
of a court, one is not legally 
required to pay any extortion-

ist, individual or corporate. We 
have a Constitution and courts 
for a reason. I am calling for an 
investigation of TAB railroad-
ing practices toward reform or 
abolition of this bureau which 
extorted $8 million in fines 
during 2013. And who pockets 
these fines? The MTA bureau-
crats who never ride this un-
safe, filthy and smelly subway 
system? Same smell and grime 
on most platforms since my 
first ride around 1963.

Joseph Manago
Flushing

Being railroaded by the railroad

Forcing Walmart down our throats

Mayor must use some horse sense

Compliance can help quell ‘war on police’

Community unity 
always best policy

That the majority of police 
are “good guys” and should be 
respected is a no-brainer. They 
are in a position of power by 
virtue of their uniforms, and 
being armed.

However, being disrespect-
ed should not be an excuse 
to use excessive force when 
unnecessary, or for minor of-
fenses. As it’s been said, “if you 
can’t stand the heat, get out of 
the kitchen,” or “let the punish-
ment fit the crime.”  Acting as 

one with the community is ben-
eficial to both the police and the 
community.

The “us against them mind-
set” benefits no one. Weeding 
out rogue cops or those psy-
chologically unfit would help 
greatly in enhancing the trust 
and good will between the po-
lice and the public.

Joe Brook
Whitestone
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I
n past years, school teach-
ers and police officers were 
the lynch pins that held so-
ciety together. Today, that is 

no longer the case to the extent 
that it was during the early 
and middle part of the 20th 
century.

Our government structure 
and social environment have 
changed significantly since 
then. The civil rights and anti-
war movements of the 1960s 
and ‘70s brought a new set of 
values to our society. That was 
true in both the United States 
and Western Europe, where 
social unrest and continual 

demonstrations in favor of in-
creased civil liberties and op-
position to the Vietnam War 
materialized.

During the earlier times, 
most grammar school and high 
school students respected our 
teachers and police officers. 
They considered them the sym-
bols of government authority.

In an atmosphere like that, 
there is less crime and a more 
law abiding atmosphere. Such 
a situation also leads to a more 
favorable learning process.

We need to return to mutual 
respect between citizens and 
government authority, espe-
cially the public school teach-
ers and police officers.

After the Vietnam War, 
some returning American 
soldiers experienced a hos-
tile reception. Today, that has 
changed with U.S. veterans 
of the armed services being 
praised for their efforts in our 

behalf.
Hopefully, a similar situa-

tion will occur regarding po-
lice and school teachers.

Over the past few years, 
we have seen an increase in 
complaints against police and 
teachers. In the case of police, 
charges of brutality have in-
creased.

In regards to teachers, they 
have been subject to charges of 
not teaching properly. The con-
cept of teacher evaluation has 
become prominent. The situ-
ation of students in the class-
room not learning reflects 
certain factors, including little 
interest in studying academic 
subjects, poor preparation for 
school work, coming from bro-
ken homes, and lacking the 
ability to do well in academic 
subjects.

It could be a positive step 
forward if a return to voca-
tional school training could be 

reintroduced to our city high 
schools where academic sub-
jects are taught in the morning 
and vocational subjects in the 
afternoon. Vocational subjects 
could include such skills as 
carpentry, electrical work and 
auto repair.

This system was in place 
during the 1950s and into the 
1960s. It could lead to a bet-
ter city educational system. It 
could be more productive for 
the teachers and students.

Regarding our city police, 
at some point there has to be 
a better working relationship 
between the citizens of the city 
and their police. The police 
and residents of New York City 
have to work together as they 
did during the World Trade 
Center disaster at the begin-
ning of this century.

There needs to be less blame 
for the ills of society put on our 
police and school teachers. A 

large majority of our teachers 
and police are hard working 
and devoted to their profes-
sions.

Another aspect to this 
situation is the increasing 
involvement of the judicial 
branch of government in law 
enforcement and educational 
issues. The number of lawsuits 
against these departments and 
the city administration has 
increased. Lawsuits involving 
law enforcement issues were 
especially prevalent during 
the Giuliani administration. 
These legal lawsuits can be 
time-consuming and expen-
sive. For the most part using 
the courts for challenging law 
enforcement and educational 
policy is not helping the situa-
tion.

It will take a lot of effort of 
all concerned to continue with 
the improvement of our city. 
We have done it before.

COLUMNS

O
ne of the many great 
things about living in 
New York City is the 
abundance of sports 

teams. In every major sport, 
New York has at least two pro-
fessional teams — a luxury not 
afforded to smaller cities such 
as Cleveland, or even more cos-
mopolitan ones like Boston.

But despite this abundance 
of choices, woe is the New York 
sports fan in 2015. So many 
teams, yet so few victories. In 
the past year, even perennial 
winners like the Yankees failed 
to make the playoffs. All us 
sports fans could do was watch 
relatively small-market teams 
like Kansas City and St. Louis 
and Detroit and San Francisco 
battle it out in October for the 
Major League Baseball cham-
pionship.

It has been a very long time 
since New York had such a dis-
mal group of teams, with little 
hope of a major championship 
in the very near future. Surpris-
ingly, one of the teams with per-
haps one of the longest recent 

droughts — the Mets — may be 
on the upswing this year. With 
the return of superstar pitcher 
Matt Harvey after a year-long 
rehab from shoulder surgery 
and a young group of impres-
sive young arms, the Mets are 
a bright spot on the New York 
sports landscape.

In the Bronx, the Yankees 
are coming off the first two-
year stretch in a while without 
qualifying for the post-season. 
It seems like a lifetime since 
George M. Steinbrenner III 
ruled this town and went on 
mad shopping sprees for the 
best players in the game to as-
sure the Yankees would have 
a strong shot each year at win-
ning the World Series. His sons, 
who now run the team, are not 
quite as generous with the 
checkbook. This, compounded 
by the incremental retirement 
of the team’s core stars — the 
latest being surefire Hall of 
Famer Derek Jeter — has led to 
the team’s decline.

That all said, New York 
baseball is probably one of the 
brighter lights in the sports 
galaxy. The Mets are on the rise 
and the Yankees will probably 
always be in the playoff hunt, so 
hope springs eternal as winter 
turns to spring this year.

On the other side of the spec-
trum is New York’s basketball 

slow motion disaster. Watch-
ing the New York Knicks these 
days is like witnessing a car 
wreck — most of the time I feel 
like averting my eyes when I 
channel surf and pass a Knicks 
game on television. Right now, 
they are on track to be the worst 
team in basketball this year, 
and perhaps with the worst re-
cord in professional basketball 
in recent memory.

This is all happening just 
when the Knicks’ controversial 
owner finally seems to have set-
tled on a stable team president, 
Phil Jackson, who has the best 
track record in basketball his-
tory (more championship rings 
than fingers). Like a builder 
taking over a condemned prop-
erty, it appears that Jackson is 
planning a gut renovation of 
the team in the next year, and 
building a younger and more 
athletic team from the bottom 
up. But like most overhauls, 
this one could take some time 
and Knicks fans, who have 
been so hungry for a winning 
team for more than a decade, 
will have to wait much longer 
before they witness a competi-
tive team playing in Madison 
Square Garden.

In Brooklyn, the many mil-
lions of rubles lavished on the 
Barclays Center and a high 
wattage team of stars has not 

led to stellar basketball either 
and it seems like the Nets ma-
jority owner may be shopping 
the franchise to take advan-
tage of the skyrocketing prices 
of basketball franchises (the 
Los Angeles Clippers recently 
fetched approximately $2 bil-
lion).

It looks like basketball, once 
dubbed “the city game,” will 
not be a major tourist (or home-
town) attraction in New York 
for the near future.

And then, of course, there 
are New York’s football fran-
chises, the Giants and the Jets. 
The Giants, who have built a 
stable, solid organization (not 
unlike the Yankees in baseball), 
have had two down years after 
a nice stretch of playoff football 
and two very surprising Super 
Bowl wins in the past decade. 
Although the Giants have been 
disappointing these past two 
years, there is hope that they 
will emerge again very soon 
— as long as franchise quarter-
back Eli Manning can return to 
his glory years.

The Jets, however, are an-
other sports gut renovation. 
After an entertaining stretch 
under the always lively head 
coach Rex Ryan, Gang Green 
has now turned over the reins 
to a new general manager and 
a new head coach and it looks 

like the team will go into a pe-
riod of “rebuilding,” one with 
hopes once again of turning 
into a championship contender, 
or at least a playoff bound team 
in the next two to three years. 
The key will be to find a strong 
quarterback who can lead the 
team for at least the next five 
to seven years whom the gen-
eral manager can build a team 
around.

Like many longtime (and 
long-suffering) fans, I realize 
that sports teams usually have 
cyclical success (it is a rare 
franchise, like the New Eng-
land Patriots, that stays in the 
elite of the league for more than 
a decade consecutively).

But in a city like New York, 
with more than eight profes-
sional teams, the odds are that 
at least one or two of them will 
qualify for the playoffs each 
year. That is why 2014–15 is 
such an anomaly. It has been at 
least two decades (and maybe 
more) since New York hit such 
a collective sports rut.

The good news is that in 
sports, there’s always next 
year.

Tom Allon, president of City & 
State NY, was a Republican and 
Liberal Party-backed mayoral 
candidate in 2013. Reach him at 
tallon@cityandstateny.com.

Rediscover respect for teachers and police

New York City remains in a local sports rut
Mayoral 

Spin Cycle

William
Lewis

n
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 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with LiteRise®
 Décor® with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
 Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  
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BY BILL PARRY

Two months after the massive Asto-
ria Cove construction project got final 
approval by the City Council, nearly 
150 people came to PS 85 to learn more 
about job opportunities the develop-
ment will bring. Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) hosted As-
toria Cove Learning Day with the help 
of community groups such as Build Up 
NYC and Urban Upbound.

Tenant associations from Queens-
bridge, Ravenswood and the Astoria 
Houses were also on hand.

“I was happy to see the community 
turn out to get information about jobs,” 
Constantinides said. “One of the is-
sues that we made sure to address in 
the agreement on Astoria Cove was to 

ensure that there would be good job 
opportunities at the development and 
that workers would be able to afford to 
live in this community.”

Job seekers looking for careers in 
construction, building operations, se-
curity or the hospitality industry at-
tended. 

“We are pleased to bring valuable 
information to Astoria about pro-
grams available in the building trades, 
hotel trades, and building operations 
and maintenance that teach workers 
how to do their jobs right,” Build Up 
NYC President Gary LaBarbera said. 
“As our city skyline continues to trans-
form, we must ensure that good jobs 
are ones that lift and keep communi-
ties in the middle class.”

BY BILL PARRY

City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) believes in giv-
ing back. In this case, he’s giving back 
his lulus.

That’s the nickname given to tax-
payer-funded stipends paid out to City 
Council members for their extra work 
on committees that range from $5,000 
to $25,000. The awards are decided by 
Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viveri-
to (D-Manhattan).

Van Bramer received $20,000 for 
his work as chairman of the Cultural 
Affairs and Libraries Committee and 
as a leading member of the Budget 
Negotiating Team. He is also majority 
lLeader of the City Council.

“Returning my $20,000 stipend as 
majority leader of the New York City 
Council is the right thing to do for me,” 
Van Bramer said. “While donating 
the stipend to charity may be noble, 
not taking it at all is consistent with a 

pledge I made when I first ran for the 
City Council in 2009.”

Citizens Union, a good-government 
watchdog founded in 1887  during the 
height of the corrupt Tammany Hall 
political machine, applauded Van 
Bramer’s move. “Lulus are an out-
growth of the Council’s creation of too 
many committees to justify the need 
to provide extra income to almost all 
of its members,” Executive Director 
Dick Dadey said. “Citizens Union com-
mends Councilman Van Bramer for 
leading by example in not accepting 
his stipend, and for his commitment 
to reform this lulu system in the City 
Council.”

Van Bramer, the second highest 
ranking member of the Council, said, 
“I serve in government out of a desire 
to help others and to build up the peo-
ple and their neighborhoods I serve. 
That is what drives me to work hard 
and it always will.” 

Van Bramer sends back annual lulu

Astoria Cove job confab

The Queens Chamber of Commerce

Gotham Networking Group

Special guest Borough President Melinda Katz

PRESENTS

HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT:
THE WONDERS OF JAMAICA BAY

An Exhibition of Photographs Showcasing Jamaica Bay

Jamaica Bay is the largest area of open space in the nation’s largest city, larger than  
three Central Parks, three Prospect Parks and three Van Cortland Parks combined, 
It is home to the only national wildlife refuge accessible by subway in the United 

States, and it sustains a rich and diverse ecosystem that includes more than  
100 kinds of native saltwater fish and 335 species of birds.

January 27, 2015
6–8 pm

Liberty Bar
Resorts World Casino New York City

110-00 Rockaway Blvd, Jamaica NY 11420

Queens Chamber members & guests can register at www.queenschamber.org/events

Gotham networking members & guests can register at www.gothamnetworking.com/m/events

Christ The King High School Announces 
Scholarships And Awards For 
The Incoming Class Of 2019

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college 
preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students 
from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. 
The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, 
Vice Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., 
Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, 
President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

The Board of Trustees, Administration, 

faculty and staff, is pleased to announce 

that Christ the King High School will be 

awarding over $1,196,000 in academic 

scholarships and awards to members of 

our incoming Class of 2019.

This year, Christ the King awarded 

$722,000 in academic scholarships 

to the incoming class.  Christ the King 

has also awarded $474,000 through the 

Christ the King Continuing Education 

Catholic School Loyalty Program, where 

students who attended a Catholic 

elementary school and will continue 

their Catholic education here at Christ 

the King High School, are to be awarded 

between $1,500 and $2,000.

 Thomas V. Ognibene, Chairperson of 

the Scholarship Committee said, “The 

Board is pleased by the outstanding 

response we have received from our 

local feeder schools and would like to 

congratulate all the parents, Principals, 

faculty and staff for their outstanding 

job in providing a quality education to 

all our incoming freshmen.  Christ the 

King will endeavor to continue that 

outstanding educational process during 

the students’ four year experience at 

Christ the King High School. 

“Once again, let me congratulate all 

of our incoming freshmen, their families, 

school administration and faculty” he 

concluded..

BY MADINA TOURE

Surveillance video released by the 
NYPD shows two men stealing money 
from a Kew Gardens Hills synagogue 
Christmas Day.

The suspects allegedly entered the 
synagogue on 147-05 70th Road in Kew 
Gardens Hills Dec. 25 between 5 a.m. 
and 8:30 a.m. through an open door, 
the NYPD said. The suspects are said 
to have removed an undetermined 
amount of money from a box inside the 
synagogue, police added. 

The video shows one male enter-
ing the synagogue and opening what 
appears to be a box. The second male 
comes in later and the two appear to be 
fleeing the scene.

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

The NYPD is searching for two men who 
stole money from a Kew Gardens Hills syna-
gogue. Photo Courtesy NYPD

Queens synagogue robbed
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If Crisis Strikes, You Risk:

Proper Planning Ensures You:

iPlugTM  Planning Protects Your Family From:

Discover:

It’s All About Family!
Have you Protected Them?

Life is Complicated Enough. Protecting Your 
Family Shouldn’t Be...

JANUARY 2015 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

To reserve a seat, please call 718-514-2066 or log on to our website at www.aljlaw.com

JANUARY 27, 2015
9:00 am to 11:00 am

Kouros Bay Diner
3861 Nostrand Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11235

JANUARY 28, 2015
10:00 am to 12:00 pm

Lenny’s Clam Bar & Restaurant
161-03 Cross Bay Blvd.

Howard Beach, NY 11414

6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
Law Offi ce of Andrew 
L. Jaloza & Associates
71-27 Myrtle Avenue
Glendale, NY 11385

JANUARY 29, 2015
10:00 am to 12:00 pm

My Kitchen
106-17 Metropolitan Avenue

Forest Hills, NY 11385

6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
Law Offi ce of Andrew L. 

Jaloza & Associates
71-27 Myrtle Avenue
Glendale, NY 11385
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BY MADINA TOURE

The Independent Demo-
cratic Conference  Monday 
launched its 2015-16 policy 
agenda, a 15-point plan de-
signed to tackle everything 
from minimum wage to public 
housing revitalization in New 
York.

The IDC is unveiling what 
it calls 15 smart investments 
that target issues affecting 
workers, students, seniors 
and families. The program 
called “Invest New York”also 
includes investments in hous-
ing, schools and communities.

“It’s a matter of putting 
New York state taxpayer dol-
lars to good use and planning 
for the future,” state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) said.

The IDC is a five-member 
faction of breakaway Demo-
crats. Its current members 
are Avella; Sen. Jeff Klein 
(D-Bronx), IDC head; Sen. 
David Carlucci (D-Rockland/
Westchester); Sen. David 
Valesky (D-Oneida); and Sen. 
Diane Savino (D-Staten Is-
land/Brooklyn). 

The agenda includes rais-
ing the minimum wage, es-
tablishing paid family leav, 
raising temporary disabil-
ity insurance benefits, student 
loan debt relief and prepaid 
college tuition and public hous-
ing revitalization, an agricul-
tural resurgency program, a 
middle-income housing tax 
credit and enhanced funding 
for Mitchell-Lama 2020.

The IDC is calling for cities 
and counties to be given power 
to increase their local mini-
mum wages by up to 30 percent 
higher, to a maximum of $11.70 
per hour, compared with the 
current state minimum wage 
at $9.

In his 2015-16 budget pro-
posal, Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
called for raising the state-
wide minimum wage to $10.50 
an hour from $8.75 by the end 
of 2016. He also proposed rais-
ing the city’s minimum wage 
to $11.50. 

The group is also pushing 
for the adoption of a paid fam-
ily leave program that would 
allow public and private sector 
employees to claim a weekly 
benefit for up to six weeks per 
year equivalent to half their 
weekly wage so they can take 
care of a new child or a sick 
loved one. A bill sponsored by 
Avella would allow workers 

to use accrued sick time ben-
efits. 

Proposals also include a 
$2,000 grant for students who 
graduated from an undergrad-
uate or graduate school based 
in New York and are employed 
in public service in the state, a 
10 percent discount on senior 
DMV transactions and a three-
point plan that would provide 
funds for the New York City 
Housing Authority to renovate 
and maintain current units.

The plan also targets vic-
tims of domestic violence and 
disabled veterans, who make 
up a large portion of the home-
less population, Avella said.

Last month, the IDC un-
veiled out a plan titled “A New 
Deal for New York” proposing 
the formation of an Empire 
Public Works Revolving Loan 
Fund, investing $3.5 billion 
into projects and create thou-
sands of private sector jobs. 
The plan also called for using 
$1.5 billion to create a Commu-
nity Jobs Program.  

The proposal was an-
nounced after Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s postponement of the 
annual State of the State Ad-
dress to Jan. 21 delayed the 
schedule of the entire Senate 
body. Avella hopes the propos-
als will come to fruition. 

“We’ve tried to come up 
with a comprehensive pro-
gram and I think hopefully 
we can get the governor and 
the other members of the Sen-
ate and the Assembly to agree 
with us,” he said.

BY SADEF KULLY

As the economy gains mo-
mentum, the unemployment 
rate in Queens and New York 
state has also dropped steadi-
ly over the last few years. 

The current unemploy-
ment rate in the United States 
and New York state is 5.6 per-
cent. But in Queens, the rate 
is slightly higher at 5.9 per-
cent, down from 9.6 percent 
in January 2010, according 
to the New York State Labor 
Department. 

In response, Councilman 
Daneek Miller  (D-St.Albans), 
state Sen. Leroy Comrie (D-
Hollis), and city Public Advo-
cate Letitia James brought to-
gether 40 private businesses 
as well as city, state, and fed-
eral agencies to a Jan. 14 job 
fair  in St. Albans at the Roy 
Wilkinson Southern Queens 
Park Gymnasium, where 
hundreds were in attendance 
from unemployed profession-
als to young students looking 
for part-time work.

 “It’s a tough market. And 
I am not the first person this 
has happened to and one has 
to persevere,” said Glenn 
Grande, 40, from Commack, 
L.I., who has project-based 
work but has not found full-
time employment since he 
was laid off as a pharmaceu-
tical salesman with Glaxo-
SmithKline in 2009. Grande 
found out about the job fair 
from a friend.

“I am mostly interested in 
jobs related to pharmaceuti-
cals and environmental com-

panies, but I have also looked 
into the Port Authority here 
at the job fair.”

Grande added, “Many 
companies are hiring part-
time. Since January 2015,  if 
you look online, with Mon-
ster.com or other job search 
sites -- there are far more jobs 
in the market. And that is a 
positive trend and I hope it 
continues.”

Some of the federal and 
city vendors included U.S. 
Homeland Security, U.S. 
Borders and Customs Pro-
tections, U.S. Immigration, 
U.S. Navy, NYPD, and the 
FDNY. Attendees differed in 
age, gender, and background, 
while some dressed profes-
sionally others arrived in ca-
sual attire.

“I can speak specifically 
to underemployment in my 
district. And this is a way 
to defeat that problem by 
providing jobs that pay liv-
ing wages,” said Miller,.“[In 
Queens], both of the airports 
are the largest employers, 
but they also have some of 
the lowest paying jobs in the 
borough and that needs to 
change.”

In November 2014, a Gal-
lup poll scorecard for New 
York found that only 27 per-
cent of New Yorkers thought 
it was a good time to look for 
a job compared to 40 percent 
of people across the nation

“It’s our responsibility 
to help people find jobs or at 
least access or opportunities 
to employment,” added Al-
Hassan Kanu, district direc-
tor for Miller.  

BY MADINA TOURE

As of Tuesday, the city had 
processed more than 7,000 
applications for the recently 
launched municipal ID card.

The current 311 wait time 
to make an appointment to 
obtain the municipal ID card, 
also known as IDNYC,  was 
under one minute as of Tues-
day night, according to an 
administration official for the 
Mayor’s Office of Immigrant 
Affairs.

“We had minimal delays 
at time of launch as demand 
peaked and it didn’t last long,” 
the official said. “We quickly 

brought the wait time down.”
The official also disputed 

reports that an IDNYC website 
hosted by AppointmentPlus 
crashed  .

“The website experienced 
a sudden spike in demand, 
which caused it to slow down 
for a few hours,” the official 
said. “We worked with Ap-
pointmentPlus to immediately 
resolve any issues and have 
been booking appointments 
without issue since then.” 

Residents can make an ap-
pointment at the closest enroll-
ment center online at www.
nyc.gov/IDNYC or by calling 
311. Walk-ins can also sched-

ule appointments.
To apply for the cards, resi-

dents have to present proof of 
identity and residency. Resi-
dents are not asked about their 
immigration status. The cards 
will be sent to their home ad-
dress within two weeks.

City residents ages 14 and 
up are eligible for the card. 
Enrollment is free this year. 
There are 17 enrollment cen-
ters. The 18th enrollment cen-
ter, which will be public, will 
open in the spring. Six centers 
are for clients of the city Hu-
man Resources Administra-
tion and the city Department of 

Hundreds of southeast Queens residents looking for employment op-
portunities show up at a job fair held in St. Albans put together by lo-
cal community leaders and officials. Photo by Sadef Kully

State Sen. Tony Avella, being sworn 
in for a new term this month, says 
the IDC is launching its agenda 
called "Invest New York."

Thousands seek new city ID

Hundreds turn out
for Jamaica job fair

IDC outlines agenda
Conference announces 15 investments to better lives of NYers

Continued on Page 57
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Qns. Blvd. meet
draws big crowd
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Minimum to open is $2,500
Minimum balance to earn the stated  APY is $2,500 

Strengthen Your Savings 
with a Great Rate.

NYCB
Liquid CD
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%
7-MONTH CD

1.01APY1

%
14-MONTH CD

BY BILL PARRY

Hoping to play a role 
in changing the “Boule-
vard of Death,” at least 
200 people took part 
Wednesday in the first-
ever Queens Boulevard 
Safety Workshop at PS 11 
in Woodside. 

About 50 Department 
of Transportation offi-
cials  broke up into small 
groups to hear residents’ 
feedback on the redesign 
of Queens Boulevard as 
part of the Vision Zero 
Initiative.

“The mayor made 
it clear that improving 
Queens Boulevard is a 
priority, so the DOT is 
hosting this safety work-
shop to hear the com-
munity’s concerns and 
ideas,” DOT Commis-
sioner Polly Trottenberg 
said before the event. 
“This workshop is only 
the first step in a more 
comprehensive process 
to re-imagine and rede-
sign the boulevard as a 
safer, greener, more at-
tractive corridor for resi-
dents and businesses.”

 Stephen Bauman 
joined one of the tables at 
the workshop.

“I’ve lived in Queens 
my entire life  in Rego 
Park. I remember open 
land on either side of 
the boulevard back in 
the 1940s. All I want is 
to be able to safely cross 

the street. I’m afraid of 
crossing it nowadays. 
I’m here hoping we can 
change that.”

In 2013, six pedestri-
ans died and more than 
150 people were injured 
despite extensive im-
provements along the 
boulevard during the 
last decade. The DOT 
redesigned roads and 
sidewalks, installed 
traffic control signs and 
signals, and improved 
crosswalks and roadway 
geometry. While all the 
changes brought about 
a dramatic decrease in 
pedestrian injuries and 
fatalities, Queens Bou-
levard continues to be 
one of the most danger-
ous corridors in the city, 
even with the speed limit 
lowered from 30 mph to 
25 mph.

Angela Stach was out 
of breath from her bicycle 
ride from Astoria where 
she lives. As a volunteer 
for Transportation Alter-
natives, the safe streets 
advocate, she has worked 
for many years hoping to 
see a public meeting like 
this one. 

“We’ve been out there 
weekend after weekend 
educating the people on 
how to push for change, 
so it’s pretty exciting to 
see momentum pick up,” 
Stach said. “This is a 
great first step to getting 

A public workshop in Woodside kicks off a Department of 
Transportation initiative to redesign Queens Boulevard. 

Photo by Michael Shain

Continued on Page 52
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FOCUS ON QUEENS

CELEBRATING DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

Adenike Cumberland, president of the Greater NY Inter-
Alumni Council, speaks at the 25th annual Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Awards Breakfast at Antun’s in Queens Village.  

Photo by Nat Valentine

Rep. Gregory Meeks makes remarks at the Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Awards Breakfast in Queens Village.  

Photo by Nat Valentine

City Public Advocate Letitia James addresses those at the 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Awards Breakfast in southeast 
Queens.  Photo by Nat Valentine

The Rev. Dr. Emma Jordan-Simpson takes her turn to speak 
at the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Awards Breakfast.  

Photo by Nat Valentine

NY1 news anchor Cheryl Wills appears at an event celebrat-
ing the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., sponsored by 
Councilman I. Daneek Miller, at the Jamaica Performing Arts 
Center.  Photo by Nat Valentine

The Edge School of the Arts Ultmate Dance Academy per-
forms during a celebration of the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.  Photo by Nat Valentine

Queens Borough President Melinda Katz announces spe-
cial donation of books in connection with Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day at the Queens Central Library.  

Photo by Madina Toure

Junior Ricketts and his two daughters, Alanee Ricketts 
(l.) and Zahniyah Ricketts (r.), both Merrick Academy stu-
dents, attend a Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day event.  

Photo by Madina Toure

Gerald Karikari, chairman of Merrick Academy’s board of 
trustees, speaks during the event for Ilyasah Shabazz, 
Malcolm X’s daughter, who has written a children’s book 
about her father.  Photo by Madina Toure
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Stop in at any Queens Library for more information,  
phone 718-990-0700 or go to www.queenslibrary.org.

Thousands of       computers to use and  
        workshops to teach you how

GETS ME READY  
FOR SUCCESS

or improving your 
resume

and job training

exams
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BY JUAN SOTO
 
A month after firing Thom-

as Galante as CEO and presi-
dent of the Queens Library and 
the recent resignation of five 
of his top aides, the nonprofit 
is writing a new chapter. 

“We are creating a new 
culture of openness and trans-
parency, while continuing the 
library’s legacy of customer 
service,” said Bridget Quinn-
Carey, the library’s interim 
president. “A change in direc-
tion often requires a change in 
administration. This was nec-
essary in order for the library 
to move forward.”

She added that “2015 will be 
a year of rebuilding and team 
building.”

Galante had been placed 
on indefinite leave in Septem-
ber after his alleged misuse of 
funds came to light, but he was 
still being paid his $392,000 an-
nual salary. Galante’s dismiss-
al came after an audit by City 
Comptroller Scott Stringer re-
viewed his expense accounts, 
which included expensive fur-
niture and lavish meals.

Borough President Me-
linda Katz said Tuesday, at an 

unrelated news conference, 
that “transparency is being 
reinstituted at the library.” 
Katz noted that one month 
into her first term as president 
of Queens, news broke about 
Galante’s alleged misuse of 
the nonprofit’s funds.

“I called the board of trust-
ees to see how these expenses 
were approved, and some 
trustee members didn’t even 
have that information,” Katz 
said.

She also said that she was 
surprised when finding out 
she did not have the authority 
to remove trustees.

 The library declined to 
identify the  five aides who re-
signed, citing personnel confi-
dentiality. The borough presi-
dent, through a spokesman, 
also refused to name them, 
saying the library is not part 
of her office. 

 The audit by Stringer found 
the library spent thousands of 
dollars on luxurious meals, 
expensive furniture and even 
Maroon 5 concert tickets.

Stringer pointed out the 
audit alleges that in fiscal 
year 2013, the library bought 
monthly dinners for trustees 

and senior management, which 
cost an average of $1,000. More 
than 60 meals were bought 
for internal library staff and 
booked as work meetings.

Stringer called for an over-
haul of the library’s fiscal 
policies as many of these ques-
tionable expenses also lacked 
supporting documentation.

In response to the scandal, 
Katz noted, the state Legisla-
ture passed the Gianaris/Au-
bry bill to rein in the excesses 
and provide a long-term blue-
print for an efficient, transpar-
ent and accountable library 
system. Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
signed it into law in June.

“Transparency is the best 
disinfectant,” Katz said, add-
ing that since the legislation 
was approved, she and Mayor 
Bill de Blasio were able to re-
moved  eight of the 19 trustee 
members. A ninth one re-
signed.

“Queens Library has en-
tered into a new era,” said the 
nonprofit’s interim president. 
“Along with the board, elected 
officials and other stakehold-
ers, the people of Queens can 
look forward the best Queens 
Library ever.”

PRESENT A ONE DAY SEMINAR ON REAL ESTATE
An Empowering Event for Buyers, Sellers, and 
Distressed Property Owners.
This is an informative one-day interactive seminar designed 

to educate first time home buyers, those planning on selling 

their homes, owners of distressed properties and possible 

foreclosure owners on their available options.

WHERE
St. Joseph’ Church

108-43 Sutphin Blvd.

Jamaica, NY 11435

ADMISSION
No Charge

WHEN
January 31, 2015

DAY
Saturday

TIME
1:00pm – 3:00pm

ekrseminar@gmail.com

68-56 GROTON STREET, FOREST HILLS, NY 11375

&
®

A Trusted Mortgage Brand For Over 40 Years

EXIT KINGDOM REALTY

The senior staff for Thomas Galante, fired as CEO and president of the 
Queens Library in December, is being replaced.  

Resignations at boro library bring in new era
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BY JUAN SOTO
 
A majority of New Yorkers believe 

police officers were wrong when their 
turned their backs on Mayor Bill de 
Blasio at the funerals of the two cops 
killed coldbloodedly in a Brooklyn 
street, according to two recently re-
leased polls.

A Quinnipiac survey found that 69 
percent of city voters  disapproved of 
the officers’ actions, while 27 percent 
agreed with their silent protest behav-
ior.

According to a poll released on Mar-
tin Luther King Day by Sienna College, 
52 percent ofregistered voters state-
wide opposed the actions by officers 
as disrespectful to de Blasio, while 39 
percent said they were right. Among 
city voters polled,65 percent disagreed 
with the turning of the backs by police 
officers.

“Cops turning their backs on their 
boss, Mayor de Blasio, is unacceptable, 
New Yorkers say by large margins,” 
said Maurice Carroll, assistant direc-
tor for the Quinnipiac University Poll.

On race relations, the Sienna Col-
lege survey found that 66 percent of 
statewide residents say they are fair 
or poor and many blame the mayor, 
the Rev. Al Sharpton and Police Be-
nevolent Association President Patrick 
Lynch.  

According to the poll, 48 percent 
of the registered voters  interviewed 
think de Blasio made police-communi-
ty relations worse (42 percent for city 
voters).

The poll found that 57 percent be-
lieve the same true is for Al Sharpton 
(52 percent in the city), while 34 per-
cent think Lynch made relations worse 
(43 percent for city voters).

“More say that Lynch is making re-
lations worse rather than better,” said 
Sienna College pollster Steven Green-
berg. “And by large margins, more say 

Sharpton and de Blasio are making 
police-community relations worse.”

Greenberg noted, “New Yorkers’ 
feelings about the state of race relations 
here are more negative today than they 
have been for the last several years.”

But both polls also found that a ma-
jority of New Yorkers support the job 
the police are doing.

In the Quinnipiac poll, 56 percent 
of New Yorkers approved of the Police 
Department, up from 51 percent in De-
cember.

The Sienna poll pointed out 72 per-
cent of city voters view the NYPD fa-
vorably. 

New Yorkers also approved the job 
performance of Police Commissioner 
William Bratton. 

“Maybe it’s sympathy for a guy in 
a tough position, a commissioner lead-
ing a defiant department, but Bratton’s 
job approval numbers are up,” Carroll 
said. “Voters think misbehaving cops 
should be punished and they fear dis-
cipline in the department has broken 
down.”

Reach reporter Juan Soto by e-mail 
at jsoto@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

A poll of New Yorkers showed that peo-
ple were displeased that cops turned their 
backs on Mayor de Blasio. 

Race relations worse in
New York now: Polls 

 
Did you know there is more than $150 billion each year in loans, 

grants, and work-study programs that can help you and your family 
pay for college? 

 
You can access this money by completing the  

Free Application for Federal  Student  Aid (FAFSA) 
 

Complete your FAFSA with the Y!  
 

Locations in Manhattan, Queens, Brooklyn 
and The Bronx  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
 
VISIT: WWW.YMCANYC.ORG/FAFSA  
 
 EMAIL: FAFSA@YMCANYC.ORG  
 

We  provide: 
�� On-site Trained Professionals to help complete the FAFSA  
�� Additional support after you complete the FAFSA 
�� Free Metrocards  

Supported by 

NEED MONEY FOR COLLEGE? 

Photo by Ellen DunnPhoto by y Ellen Dunn

FOLLOW US ON

SEAN CASEY ANIMAL RESCUE AND  
NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

ADOPT A PET
Petland Discounts
3028 Steinway St. • Astoria, NY
SAT JAN 24 • 12PM – 5PM

AnimalLeague.org • 516.883.7575 

25 Davis Avenue • Port Washington, NY

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

Follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/timesledger
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BY JUAN SOTO

Whitestone resident Joseph 
Cozeolino spent $140,000 in re-
pairs to his home from damage 
caused by foliage.

That’s why he opposes 
forced tree planting by the De-
partment of Parks and Recre-
ation.

In November, state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) stood 
in front of his office with some 
homeowners asking the city to 
let them decide if they want a 
new tree planted close to their 
properties.

They claimed problems 
with trees include breaking  
sewer lines, pushing up side-
walks and the non-removal of 
stumps.

According to Avella, a let-
ter he received from the city 
agency noted, “Just as resi-

dents do not determine the 
placement of city infrastruc-
ture such as traffic lights, bus 
stops or fire hydrants, they 
are unable to refuse the plant-
ing of a city tree in the public 
right-of-way.”

The lawmaker fired back, 
saying that “when a city re-
fuses to hear the voices of its 
residents, something is pro-
foundly wrong.”

The Parks Department 
notified Cozeolino that a tree 
would be planted in front of 
his home.

“This tree could cause se-
rious damage to my home,” 
said the 11th Avenue resident. 
“Falling leaves would clog the 
drainage system.”

Avella pointed out that 
residents like Cozeolino have 
“serious concerns” about the 
financial responsibility and li-

ability that will be “forced”on 
them by the Parks Depart-
ment.  

The legislator noted that he 
is drafting legislation “to en-
sure that we are able to main-
tain the trees that we have 
before subjecting homeowners 
and residents to the liabilities 
that come with planting new 
ones.”

Avella said he had a meet-
ing with officials at Parks, but 
they told him that the policy 
would not be changed. 

“We need Parks to immedi-
ately change their policy and 
take homeowners into consid-
eration,” he said.

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4564.

BY MERLE EXIT

Collette Smith, who plays 
for the New York Sharks wom-
en’s pro tackle football team, 
decided to take on a part-time 
job.  

She is working for a sports 
program at Hawtree Creek 
Middle School in South Ozone 
Park through the Greater 
Ridgewood Youth Council, 
Inc, a not-for-profit organiza-
tion that focuses on education, 
counseling, truancy preven-
tion, job preparation and em-
ployment opportunities for 
more than 6,000 children and 
families.

“I love working here with 
these children as I feel I can 
be a positive influence in their 
lives,” said Smith.  “I truly be-
lieve these children can flour-
ish and excel if they are open 
to taking directions.  Since the 
two months that I have been 
here, they have been very 
open to my direction as well as 
opening up their eyes to mak-
ing the better decisions that 
will benefit them.”

Smith, who lives in Forest 

Hills, works three days a week 
at Hawtree Creek. 

Things begin with an af-
ter-school snack before the 
children head off to the gym 
where they usually play foot-
ball in order to get a sense of 
teamwork. 

Time is then spent in a 
classroom doing their home-
work.  

“I believe that children just 
want to be seen and respected 
as all people should and do 
and giving them the attention 
that they deserve is extremely 
important,” said Smith. “I 
want only the best for these 
children and expect them to 
acquire their goals in life that 
starts now with discipline, 
hard work structure, respon-
sibility, and respect.”

One of the students, Justin 
Thomas, has been in this pro-
gram for three months and 
loves football.  

“I came here to be with my 
friends and get some home-
work done,” he said.  “Some-
times our friends help us and 
sometimes the teacher helps 
us.  People at home may not 

understand what I’m doing. 
I find that if I do better here, 
then I do better at home. “  

Asked about his peers’ 
growth in confidence, Justin 
spoke about one friend who 

would first avoid catching a 
football. 

“Now he’s so happy about 
participating,” he said. 

June Uruetait is the head of 
the program at Hawtree Creek 
and was happy to have Smith 
on the team.  

Uruetait and her crew work 
with 91 students from around 
southern Queens and provide 
homework assistance, leader-
ship classes and a variety of 
other programs. 

“They can choose from an 
array of exciting activities 
such as team sports, visual 
arts, fashion design, theater, 
dance and journalism,” said 
Uruetait. 

The program operates Mon-
day through Friday from 1:50 
p.m. until 4:50 p.m. and is free 
of charge. 

“I believe that these chil-
dren need more and better 
options to think about as far 
as making informed choices,” 
said Smith.  “I love seeing them 
understand a better way to act 
and react to situations once 
they have more direction.”  

Justin Thomas takes part in after school programs that helps him with 
homework and offers sports activities at Hawtree Creek Middle School 
in South Ozone Park. Photo by Merle Exit

After-school program lends hand
Students at S. Ozone Park’s Hawtree Creek play games and receive homework help 

Avella to draft legislation 
to end forced tree planting 

A surprise ice storm was treacherous for drivers over the weekend. 
This pile-up on a ramp leading from the Cross Island Expressway to 
the Long Island Expressway involved nearly 20 cars in the early morn-
ing hours. No serious injuries were reported and traffic was tied up 
for hours until temperatures rose enough to melt the black ice.  

Photo by G.N. Miller
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You are a trendsetter and so are we.
LIU Brooklyn’s Fashion Merchandising program allows students to explore their passion for fashion  
in Brooklyn’s melting pot of style� in�uence� and culture� �repared for all elements of Fashion’s 
tech-driven future, including retail strategy, design, data analytics, marketing, and online purchasing, 
students learn from top fashion executives on the doorstep of Manhattan� �here is no other university 
�uite like us�you’ll 	e on the road to a successful career long 	efore you graduate�

Apply today. liu.edu/bkfashion

LIU Brooklyn is the University 
of Entrepreneurs—a leader in 
experiential education in the 
most entrepreneurial borough 
in New York City. According to 
the New York State Comptroller’s 
Offi ce, the number of Brooklyn 
businesses has grown by 21 
percent since 2003, much faster 
than any other borough. Located 
in downtown Brooklyn, LIU 
Brooklyn’s School of Business, 
Public Administration and 
Information Sciences is preparing 
students of all majors to become 
the next generation of the 
borough’s infl uential business 
leaders.

Angel Investors, burn rate, 
nondisclosure, venture capital, 
equity, value proposition, 
forecasting models. Students 

studying LIU Brooklyn’s 
Entrepreneurship minor will 
learn these key phrases of the 
entrepreneur’s vocabulary. At the 
heart of the minor is the belief 
that entrepreneurial thinkers 
create value in the world by using 
innovation under conditions of 
uncertainty to solve problems.

“The best way to understand 
the entrepreneurial process is to 
employ a hands-on, experiential 
approach,” said Dr. Kimberly 
R. Cline, president of LIU. “LIU 
Brooklyn Entrepreneurship 
students interact with Brooklyn’s 
tech-driven business community 
inside and outside of the academic 
environment to create business 
plans that are defensible to 
investors and actionable in the 
real world before graduation.”

LIU Brooklyn 
Entrepreneurship 
Differentiators—

Entrepreneurship & Innovation

with mentoring by faculty 
entrepreneurs

Tech Triangle

Fashion Merchandising in 
New York City’s Fashion Hub

The borough of Brooklyn has 
become a world brand and a pioneer 
of trendsetting. LIU Brooklyn’s 
focus on Fashion Merchandising 
allows students to explore their 
passion for fashion in Brooklyn’s 
melting pot of style, infl uence, and 
culture. LIU Brooklyn’s Fashion 

Merchandising program was 
designed with input from local 
industry leaders to prepare LIU 
Brooklyn students for all elements 
of Fashion’s tech-driven future, 
including retail strategy, design, 
data analytics, marketing, and 
online purchasing.

Fashion Merchandising 
students are also encouraged to 
take full advantage of Brooklyn’s 
fashion-forward community by 
applying in-class experiences 
to internships in the Fashion 
industry. The next Ralph 
Lauren, the next editor-in-chief 
of Vogue, or the next YouTube 
fashion expert may very well be 
found—or fi nd themselves—at 
LIU Brooklyn.

For more information, visit 
www.liu.edu/brooklyn

Trendsetting and Entrepreneurship in NYC’s
Premier Business Borough

Fashion Merchandising in New York City’s Fashion Hub
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 
h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, 
tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ^Slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

2011 MERCEDES E350
$22,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1318. 
15k miles.

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL

CORVETTE2013 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #9700. 34k 
miles. 

$33,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

INCLUDING CATHOLIC SCHOOLS GUIDE
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org

Find us on Facebook & Twitter

OPEN 
HOUSE

SUNDAY 
January 25th
Noon to 3PM

FREE Door To Door Transportation 

    from Queens

    on Children’s Faces

Beautiful Campus conveniently located close 

to the LI Expressway in Nassau County

 Your child deserves a 
very special summer
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Fidelis Care offers quality, affordable New York State-sponsored
health insurance for children and adults of all ages and at all
stages of life. 

From NY State of Health: The Official Health Plan Marketplace, to
Child Health Plus, Medicaid Managed Care, Medicare Advantage,
Managed Long Term Care and more, we have a program that
meets your needs. 

And, with our growing provider network, you can see a Fidelis
Care doctor almost anywhere you go in New York State!

We have a health insurance program that's right for you – and the
ones you love. 

Products not available in all counties.
To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health
Plus and Medicaid through NY State of Health, the Of�cial Health Plan 
Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

Save the Dates for Open Enrollment!

Quality health coverage. It’s Our Mission.

“I want a health plan that covers me...and my family.”

Catholic Schools Week
January 25 - 31, 2015

Fidelis Care is proud
to join with schools,
teachers, students,

and families in
celebration of

Catholic Schools Week.

(1-888-343-3547) • 
1-888-FIDELIS | fideliscare.org

To renew your coverage each year, call 1-866-435-9521H3328_FC 14160 CMS Accepted

Product:

• Metal-Level Products 
in NY State of Health

• Child Health Plus
• Medicaid Managed Care

Enroll From:

November 15, 2014 - 
February 15, 2015

All Year Long!
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September 2015 Admissions
Apply Now for Kindergarten - Grade 8 

Applications Now Available

The lottery will be held 
at the Middle School building,

31-20 37th Street, Astoria, NY on

Thursday, April 16, 2015 
at 7 p.m.

36-12 35th Avenue, Astoria

OUR WORLD 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
CHARTER SCHOOL

Monday, February 9th at 1:00 pm
Saturday, February 28th at 11:00 am

Tuesday, March 3rd at 9:00 am
Wednesday, March 18th at 9:00 am

Kindergarten to Grade 5 Open House 
Held at 36-12 35th Avenue

Tuesday, January 27th at 9:00 am
Thursday, February 5th at 1:00 am

Saturday, February 28th at 9:00 am
Wednesday, March 4th at 9:00 am

Monday, March 9th at 1:00 am

Held at 31-20 37th Street

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Located in Elmhurst, Queens, 
Saint Adalbert Catholic School 

is staffed by the Conventual Fran-
ciscan Friars, the Sisters of the Holy 
Family of Nazareth, and a dedicated 
lay staff.

Saint Adalbert Catholic School is 
a multicultural school whose mis-
sion is to follow in the footsteps of Je-
sus as teacher and spiritual guide.

Faith formation and Catholic 
identity are paramount in develop-
ing the whole person through prayer, 
scripture, liturgical celebrations, 
and Christian service projects.

Students are empowered to become 
independent thinkers and leaders. 
Saint Adalbert Catholic School in-
stills in its students lifelong Christian 
values toward God, society, and self.

Saint Adalbert Catholic School 
integrates technology with the Com-
mon Core Standards in preparing 
students for college and career read-
iness in the 21st century.

Students in Grades 6 – 8 will begin 
using Samsung Tablets to integrate 
curriculum, research information, 
and experience differentiated learn-
ing.

Saint Adalbert Catholic School is 
a viable school which specializes in 
small class sizes and a friendly, safe, 
and family environment.

Occupational therapy, speech 
therapy, and SETSS services are 
provided daily after school. Reme-
dial classes in math and ELA are 
also available after school for eligi-
ble students.

A free morning drop-off program 
is available daily beginning at 7:20 
AM. 

An after school program is avail-
able every day that school is open in-
cluding half days.

 Family tuition plan is offered for 
families as well as tuition assistance 
for eligible families. Saint Adalbert 
Catholic School strives to maintain 
an affordable, low tuition for fami-
lies.

Learn more about Saint Adalbert 
Catholic School by visiting its web-
site at www.saintadalbertschoolny.
org or calling (718) 639–7371. 

Visit us during the school day 
to truly experience Saint Adalbert 
Catholic School — a school you can 
believe in!

Special Features
After School Programs

Health & Well-BeingEarly ChildhoodEducation Programs
CATHOLIC IDENTITY:

ACADEMIC:

TECHNOLOGY:

6-8

WEB BASED PROGRAMS:

NURSERY AND PRE-KINDERGARTEN

ACADEMIC:

EXTRA-CURRICULAR:

HEALTH AND WELL-BEING:

Saint Adalbert School

A School You Can Believe In

OPEN HOUSE
All Families Welcomed

February 4, 2015, 9 am–11 am

REGISTRATION 2015-2016

Call for an appointment

Come 
and Visit!
Tour the 
school!

Meet the 
teachers!
Meet the 
students!
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ST. SEBASTIAN SCHOOL
Serving the Parishes of Blessed Virgin Mary Help of Christians  
(St. Mary’s) Queen of Angels and Saint Sebastian
39 -76 58 Street, Woodside NY 11377  

GRADES NURSERY – 8

OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday, January 27th, 9:00am–10:30am

Thursday, January 29th, 9:00am–10:30am

 

A caring place to be
A challenging place to learn

A creative place to grow

SACRED HEART SCHOOL
84-05 78th Avenue, Glendale, NY 718-456-6636

A SOLID SCHOOL PROVIDING A SOLID 
EDUCATION AND SOLID VALUES

Class of 2014 – 21 Scholarships!
Class of 2013 – 23 Scholarships!
Class of 2012 – 18 Scholarships!

Open 
House

Early Childhood through Grade 8
Special Early Childhood Tuition Rates
(Full & Half Day Nursery & Pre K Programs)
Consistently Superior State Test Scores

Two-Thirds of our Students attain Honor Roll
Our Graduates are Accepted to Prestigious Catholic & Public Schools

Tuition Assistance / Scholarships
 

 
 

and many other activities

SUNDAY, JAN. 25 @ 11:00 A.M. & MONDAY, JAN. 26 @ 9:00 A.M.
Scholarship/Grant Opportunities
Come see what we have to offer.  

There are no second chances in education.
We’ll help you build a strong foundation for your child!

www.SacredHeartSchoolGlendale.com for more info
Questions? Email us at SHSecretary@aol.com
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St. Gregory the Great School
244-44 87th Avenue, Bellerose, 11426

718-343-5053
www.sgtgschool.org

WE OFFER:

OPEN HOUSE 

St. Gregory the 
Great School, lo-

cated in Bellerose, NY, 
is a Catholic elemen-
tary school, serving 
students from Nurs-
ery age through Grade 
Eight. At St. Gregory 
the Great School, the 
pastoral staff, admin-
istration, faculty, and 
parents believe that 
our mission is to strive 
to maintain a vibrant academic and 
social environment within a Chris-
tian faith-filled atmosphere.

New and exciting things are hap-
pening at St. Gregory’s.   We have a 
newly paved schoolyard with games 
painted for our students to enjoy at re-
cess, an early childhood playground, 
and a computer lab with 35 new 
desktop stations.  Each classroom is 
equipped with a SMARTboard, and 
we are undertaking a major upgrade 
of our school’s network to allow use 
of our 35 iPads anywhere throughout 
the school campus.   Our state-of-the 
art science lab and fitness room of-
fer our students the opportunity to 
grow both mind and body.  We offer 

Spanish to all students 
Grades One through 
Eight, and Art is of-
fered to students in 
Grades Pre-K through 
Eight. Gym, Health, 
Library, and Computer 
classes also round-out 
our academic curricu-
lum, which all add up 
to a quality education 
for our student body 
that will superbly pre-

pare them for success in high school, 
college, and beyond! 

Many extracurricular activities 
are part of student life at St. Grego-
ry’s.  After school band and clubs such 
as, Lego club, fitness club, interactive 
media computer club, drama club and 
yearbook, allow students to experi-
ence relationships with their peers 
and teachers in a social setting. 

 As an institution of Catholic ed-
ucation, St. Gregory’s embraces the 
teaching of Jesus Christ through a 
daily commitment to spirituality 
and academics. We strive to provide 
an environment that fosters strong 
faith in God, Christian values, and 
the love of learning.

A Community Where Great Things Happen!

Looking for an outstanding place 
to send your child for an excellent 

Catholic education?  Look no further 
than St. Kevin Catholic Academy, an 
educational community of faith and 
commitment located on 195th Street 
in Flushing, Queens.

From PRE-K3 (Nursery) to grade 
8, students at St. Kevin Catholic Acad-
emy receive caring instruction, not 
just in literacy studies and math, but 
also in religion, art, music, physical 
education, computer technology, and 
Spanish. Teachers challenge each 
child to reach his or her highest poten-
tial through their Common Core Stan-
dards-based instruction.  We offer free 
ALL DAY UPK Classes with breakfast 
and lunch served.

St. Kevin Catholic Academy el-
ementary and middle school students 
develop into thoughtful, community 
conscious individuals who are pro-
vided with the opportunity to include 
service to others as part of their edu-
cational experience. The school’s ju-
nior high students aspire to achieve 
success in the quality high schools to 
which they are accepted every year.  

St. Kevin Catholic Academy is a 

school with a warm and caring envi-
ronment. The teachers at consistently 
work together as a team to provide 
their students with opportunities 
for serving others in order to cre-
ate a caring school community. Ev-
ery classroom at St. Kevin Catholic 
Academy promotes achieving excel-
lence in many ways. St. Kevin has a 
Smartboard in every Grade K-8 class-
room, I-Pad technology and one-to-
one chromebook technology for our 
middle grades students. Students are 
given Sacramental Preparation and 
are encouraged to participate in choir, 
band, orchestra, as well as in Catholic 
Youth Organization (CYO) sports and 
scouting programs.  Other programs 
at the school include Student Council, 
Aquinas and Jr. Aquinas Programs, 
and an advanced math and science 
after-school program.

You are invited to call and make an 
appointment for a tour of our school.  
Tours are offered Monday through 
Thursday from 10 am to 1 pm.  Regis-
tration materials will be available.

For more information, visit www.
stkevins catholicacademy.org  or call 
718-357-8110.

A strong, academic faith-based curriculum exceeding  

the NYS Common Core Learning Standards  

St. Kevin Catholic Academy
45-50 195 Street Flushing, NY 11358

A Strong Academic Catholic 
Faith-Based Curriculum exceeding the NYS 

Common Core Learning Standards

YOUR CHILD DESERVES TO BE HERE!

OPEN
HOUSE

January 25, 2015  
11:00am – 2:00pm

Come for a visit… You’ll Never Want to Leave!
Arrange for your private tour. Monday-Friday: 10am - 2pm

718.357.8110
www.stkevincatholicacademy.org
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The 8th grade class of 
Sacred Heart Catholic 

Academy received scholar-
ships from the most presti-
gious high schools in New 
York including the Mary 
Louis Academy, Christ the 
King HS, St. John’s Prep, 
Cathedral Prep, Holy Cross, 
Bishop Loughlin Memorial 
HS, Cristo Rey NY HS, and 
St. Francis Prep HS.

“We’re very grateful to 
have a school of this cali-
ber in Southeast Queens,” 
said Marie Faustin whose 
daughter was accepted at St 
Francis Prep, “Sacred Heart Acad-
emy and the Catholic high schools 
have a graduation rate of 99 percent 
compared to 41 percent of the public 
schools.”

The school has a reputation for its 
religious education, solid academic 
curriculum, strong discipline, and 
a safe family environment. “In ad-
dition to a challenging course load, 
our students learn integrity, the love 

of service, sharing, and mutual re-
spect,” said Mrs  Smith, principal of 
the academy.

Sacred Heart Catholic Academy 
is a unique Catholic elementary 
schools in Southeast Queens which 
accepts students from Pre-K3 to 8th  
grade. The school is open from 7am 
to 6:30pm. Grants are available for 
qualified families. For information 
please call (718) 527–0123.

Graduates earn prestigious scholarships

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic 
Academy is determined by a firm 

belief that every child can learn and 
fulfill his/her potential. 

Rooted in our belief that Christ is 
our center, we instill in the students 
that God loves us, accepts us always, 
and forgives completely. 

As Christian educators we com-
mit ourselves to live in the spirit of 
the Gospel and create an environ-
ment where students are inspired to 
grow spiritually, morally, intellectu-
ally, personally, and socially. 

The school community of St. 

Thomas the Apostle Catholic Acad-
emy encourages equality and a belief 
in the dignity of every person. 

All our efforts as Christian educa-
tors are based on the conviction that 
Christ is “the way, the truth, and the 
life.” (John 14:6)

School tours are available by ap-
pointment. Children are welcome 
to accompany parents on the tour. 
Tours typically take place on Tues-
day mornings and Thursday after-
noons. 

Please contact the school at (718) 
847–3904 to schedule a visit.

St. Thomas the Apostle
Catholic Academy
87-49 87th Street, Woodhaven, NY 11421

internet access

Seeing is believing…
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Academy 
has so much to offer. Come and see for yourself!

SMALL CLASS SIZES WITH INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION
Free FULL DAY Universal Pre-K program available

Please join us for our Catholic Schools Week festivities!
OPEN HOUSE: 
CLASSROOM VISITS & TOURS:  

 

Please call the office for personal tours!

SCHOOL YEAR 2015–2016
Advanced Math, Science, Writing, Reading, Social Studies,  

Music, Technology, Sports
Our graduates are accepted to all the best Catholic, Private & Specialized High Schools

NOW OPEN FOR REGISTRATION

OPEN HOUSE & TOURS

Call for an appointment
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718–631–4804

SACRED HEART SCHOOL

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS: Communities of Faith, Knowledge and Service

Registration Dates: 
Sunday, January 25th: 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Monday, January 26th – Friday, January 30th – 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, January 27th:  7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Sacred Heart Offers:

Science Lab, Computer Lab (43 laptops and 30 iPads), SMART BOARDS in grades 1-8 and one in the Computer lab, foreign language, 
automated library, art classes, music classes, band program, physical education, remediation class, guidance program, student council 

activities, across-grade levels buddy program, two year-old program, extra-curricular programs, students prepared for Math 9 and Earth 
Science Regents, extensive service program, participation in spiritual activities, involvement in Parish scouting and sports programs.

 

Come visit ; we look forward to telling you about our successes!
MIDDLE STATES ASSOCIATION ACCREDITATION

NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATION ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP

 Principal

SACRED HEART SCHOOL
At Sacred Heart School our days are very busy! 
During any school day you will most likely find some of the following:

Students arriving early to school  Prayer and the pledge of Allegiance in every classroom 
Teachers at work preparing their lessons SMART boards in use in the classrooms  Students using our new iPads 

Grade Levels attending 9 a.m. Mass  Students attending art, library, music, physical education classes 
Spanish lessons throughout the building  School pictures

The graduating class taking graduation pictures  Parents and children enjoying our Fall Festival
Teachers helping the children develop important learning skills  Students solving Math problems 
Science lab activities  Lunch in the cafeteria  Teachers helping students with their daily activities 

Creative and academic writing  Books being borrowed from our library with more than 12,000 books 
Student artwork on display throughout the building 

Students at work in the computer lab  Lunchtime recess outside in good weather
Students receiving help in the remediation and resource room classes 

Students staying after school to participate in after-school activities including: writing club, 
oil painting, intramurals, Math 9, earth science, computer club, book club, extended day program, 
glee club, history club  Our students participating in the parish scouting program, CYO sports, 

altar services, and children’s choir  Student work on display outside each classroom 
Classrooms involved in a “buddy” activity with another classroom

Students preparing for a “big” test  Students enjoying the work of other students

718–631–4804

o m, 

04

Gr

C
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Children are educated in a caring, 
family atmosphere which is com-

mitted to excellence in education.  The 
school prepares children of all ethnic 
and religious backgrounds with Chris-
tian moral values, knowledge, skills 
and appreciative attitudes that will 
empower them in life. As a community 
of Faith, students actively participate 
in monthly Mass and daily prayer for 
those in need. Students are aware of 
the needs of others and provide service 
through participation in drives for the 
victims of various natural disasters 
and charitable programs that benefit 
such programs as the Juvenile Diabe-
tes Research Foundation and St. Jude’s 
Childrens’ Research Program.

Divine Mercy offers a Nursery (3 
year old) and Pre-K (4 year old) pro-
gram, as well as Kindergarten through  
8th grade in a safe (CCTV), structured 
environment. The Nursery program 
uses Sadlier’s, Alligator Club reading 
program while the Pre-K begins the Su-
perkids program from Rowland Read-
ing Foundation. Eligible 7th and 8th 
grade students are offered Honors Math 
which prepares them for the Algebra I 
regents at the end of 8th grade. Span-

ish is part of the curriculum for grades 
5 to 8. Students from Nursery through 
8th grade use smart board technology. 
The school offers early drop-off from 
7:15 am and an after-school program 
until 6 pm. Bus transportation and the 
free/reduced lunch program are avail-
able for eligible students. Title I Math, 
Reading, and counseling are offered 
for qualified students. A percentage of 
students passing state tests is above the 
state and city percentages.

 Programs such as student council, 
choir, twirling, yearbook, newspaper 
and band are available. The student 
council plans activities for Halloween, 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, Catholic 
Schools Week, etc. which are both fun 
for young and old and often of service 
to others. Parents have the opportu-
nity to help the school and meet other 
parents as such events as: car washes, 
carnivals, Christmas wreath sales and 
the annual Student Fashion Show.

Registration begins Feb. 2, week-
day mornings from 9 to 11 am. There 
will be an Open House, Sunday, Jan. 25 
from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm and Wednes-
day, Jan. 28 from 9:30 am to 10:30 am. 
You can also call for an appointment.

Holy Cross knows boys. 
We understand how they 

think, what motivates them, 
what concerns them, and 
what they need to succeed in 
academics and in life.

Sponsored by the Con-
gregation of Holy Cross, our 
school welcomes students of 
all faiths, from every back-
ground. We are part of a 160-
year tradition of Catholic ed-
ucation in the United States 
begun at the University of 
Notre Dame. 

At Holy Cross High School stu-
dents are free to discover and develop 
their own intellectual, religious, 
ethical, athletic, creative and lead-
ership abilities, in smaller classes, 
under the guidance of teachers and 
mentors who specialize in educat-
ing adolescent boys. Our personal-
ized approach ensures that no one 
falls through the cracks. Everybody 
knows your name, and at the end of 
the day, it’s about how we have cared 
for one another that counts the most.

All courses at Holy Cross are college 
preparatory and all students graduate 
with a Regents Diploma. Our boys are 

placed in classes which seek to chal-
lenge them at a level of difficulty com-
mensurate with their abilities, keep-
ing a keen eye on their potential. We 
offer a wide range of innovative elec-
tives and extracurricular activities, 
many implemented based on feedback 
from students themselves. 

At Holy Cross it is not only the 
destination that counts, but making 
sure our boys have plenty of opportu-
nities around them to enjoy the jour-
ney while realizing their dreams and 
achieving their goals. It is about fam-
ily, brotherhood, and making bonds 
that last a lifetime.

Teaching Boys

For more information and to register your son 
for the exam, contact:

Mr. Joseph Giannuzzi  

718-886-7250 ext. 558
718-886-7257 (fax)

 

Educating the Minds and Hearts of Young Men 
for Leadership, Service and Success

Friends 
Now…
Brothers 
for Life!
Miss the TACHS Exam  
in November?
Don’t miss 
Holy Cross High School’s 
Entrance Exam

Divine Mercy
CATHOLIC ACADEMY
Give Your Child The Most Important Gift of All
A VALUE BASED QUALITY EDUCATION

WE OFFER Early Childhood – Grade 8

Nursery – Preschool
3 & 4 Year Old Program

Kindergarten–Grade 8

Nursery 
students 
using the 
smart board

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, January 25, 11:30 am – 12:30 pm

Wednesday, January 28, 9:30 am – 10:30 am
or call for an appointment to visit the school

Divine Mercy Catholic Academy

Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION CATHOLIC SCHOOLS GUIDE

St. Joan of Arc considers 
its standing as a National 

Blue Ribbon School of Excel-
lence more than just a badge 
of honor. It’s a reminder of 
the true potential of students 
to rise to the challenges of a 
rigorous education and their 
ability to obtain academic ex-
cellence when they are sup-
ported by a teaching staff 
that’s invested in seeing them 
succeed.

“We expect more of our stu-
dents,” says John Fruner, prin-
cipal of St. Joan of Arc. “They 
are going to work here.”

Like many schools, St. 
Joan of Arc, located in Jack-
son Heights, implemented 
the Common Core State Stan-
dards. Students take New York 
State rests in math and Eng-
lish Language Arts.  Eighth 
graders take the Algebra 
Common Core Regents if they 
enroll in a two days a week af-
ter school Algebra 9 class. 

Hard work is a cornerstone 
of a St. Joan of Arc education, 
but students are not expected 
to go it alone. The elementary 
school, which operates pro-

grams for children from age 3 
(Pre-K) through grade 8, offers 
students an extensive amount 
of support through an after-

school program that’s open 
until 7 p.m.

Some after school activi-
ties include Spanish class for 

grades 1 to 8, a Friday Art 
Club, Peer tutoring, and mid-
dle school “rap” groups that 
start with some sort of physi-

cal activity.
“We’re one of the few in the 

area that go that late,” Fruner 
says. “The office is also open 
until 7 p.m. on school nights, 
and myself and an office 
staffer are always there untl 
then.”

Fruner says St. Joan of Arc 
owes much of its success to the 
stability of its faculty.

“I have teachers who have 
taught here for 30, 32, even 
37 years,” he says. “It is very 
much a family atmosphere 
here with generations of fami-
lies being taught by the same 
teachers.”

The mission of St. Joan of 
Arc is to educate exception-
ally, serve endlessly and dare 
dreams of the impossible in 
a welcoming Catholic school 
community.

“Children transform into 
young women and young men 
here who value education 
and learn to care for others,” 
Fruner says. “They become 
responsible.”

For more information, call 
(718) 639-9020 or visit www.sja-
schoolny.com.

SAINT JOAN OF ARC CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Christ centered quality 
education since 1921!

Children of all faiths 
are welcome to attend

Enroll now for 
2015-2016! 

Pre-K to Grade 8

Stop in Any Time for a Tour! 
No Appointment Needed!

35-27 82nd Street 
Jackson Heights 

(Two blocks from  
Roosevelt Ave. & the 7 train.)

www.sjaschoolny.com 
PrincipalSJA@aol.com

-

-

-
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Nursery and Pre-K All Day Programs

Kindergarten through Grade 8

Computer Room with Internet Access and iPads

Art, Music, Physical Education,  
and Foreign Language Classes

Interactive Whiteboards and SmartBoards  
in all Homerooms

CYO Sports, Girl Scouts

Before-School Program starting at 7:15 AM
After-School Program until 6:00 PM

Join us in Celebrating
Catholic Schools Week

 
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, January 25 
10:30 AM–12:30 PM
Monday, January 26

9:00–9:30 AM & 1:00–1:30 PM 
(Nursery Program)

Tuesday, January 27 
9:00–10:00 AM
(Pre-K–Grade 8)

 
NEW STUDENT REGISTRATION

Sunday, January 25: 10:30 AM–12:30 PM
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, January 26, 27, 29: 7:30 AM–2:00 PM

Wednesday, January 28: 7:30 AM–1:00 PM 
Friday, January 30: 7:30–11:00 AM

 “Accredited by the Middle States Association  
of Colleges and Schools”

OUR LADY OF THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT SCHOOL

34-45 202nd Street, Bayside, NY 11361

Mrs. Joan Kane, Principal Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 

School has been partnering with the 

parents of the Bayside area to educate 

their children since 1951.  The 

mission of the school is to establish a 

learning environment where students 

are inspired to embrace Catholic 

values, be life-long learners, be active 

members of the Church community 

and to obtain the necessary skills for 

future leadership. 

Our academic program provides 

a quality Catholic education through 

the implementation of Diocesan 

and New York State Standards in an 

environment that challenges and 

encourages students to work to their 

full potential. Many students receive 

scholarships to the local Catholic 

High Schools.  The Class of 2014 

received $441,000 in scholarships.  

Currently alumni of Our Lady of 

the Blessed Sacrament are attending 

Harvard, Yale, Georgetown, Stanford, 

Vanderbilt University and U Penn to 

name a few.

We aspire to develop many areas 

of your child’s God given talents.  Our 

comprehensive Music Program offers 

instruction in all grades, Nursery 

through grade 8, including Recorder 

Karate in grades 3-6, Liturgical Music 

Ensemble and Christmas and Spring 

Concerts.  We also offer the Music 

Together Preschool Program, String 

Orchestra, School Band and Show 

Choir.  The Art Program encourages 

individual expression through a variety 

of mediums, explores art history 

and develops skills and techniques 

culminating in an annual showcase.

We believe a strong relationship 

between home and school is essential. 

This is accomplished through our 

active Home School Association and 

open communication between parents 

and teachers which is enhanced 

through technology.

Where to send your child to school 
is one of the most important decisions 

you will ever make.
We invite you to visit Our Lady of the Blessed 

Sacrament School to help you decide.

We offer: 

   morning and afternoon

   including a string orchestra & choirs

   degrees and certification 

   SmartBoards  

   and iPads

   basketball, baseball, softball, swimming, 

track, soccer and intramural volleyball

We welcome the opportunity to share our school spirit with you.

Please call the office at (718) 229-4434 for a tour of our facility and 

see for yourself all we have to offer. Hope to see you soon.

34-45 202 Street, Bayside, NY 11361
Fax 718-229-5820
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for 
excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 20k 1226 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND 
RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT 

SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400 
         MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995
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ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

$103BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 2595, 35k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

$139BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$16,900

'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595

XXXX
DDDAAASSSHHH TTTHHHRRROOOUUUGGGHHH TTTHHHEEE SSSNNNOOOWWW

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2005 Chevy TrailBlazer, 81k J1066 $5,995

 2005 Ford Expedition, 122k 8789 $5,995

 2006 BMW X3, 128k A75616 $6,995

 2006 Toyota Rav 4, 114k 2554 $7,500

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $7,995

 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995

 2006 Honda Ridgeline, 135k 4629 $9,595

 2006 BMW X5, 85k Y39624 $9,995

 2007 Jeep Gr Cherokee, 98k J1091     $10,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  

 2007 Toyota 4Runner, 86k 9610       $12,995

 2006 Cadillac Escalade, 100k 10464     $12,995

 2007 Toyota FJ Cruiser, 70k 62323     $16,995

 2008 GMC Yukon, 62k 65921     $17,995

1%
 IS ALL YOU PAY TO DRIVE AW

AY! W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766For Complimentary Pick Up

MAJOR SAYS
KEEP IT!

DON’T GIVE UP
YOUR TAX REFUND!

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§



40    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, JAN. 23-29, 2015 BT FT TL

Borough Beat COMPILED BY PAUL JANNACE

Six-year-old Jacob Wainberg (l.) is given a surfing lesson in 
Long Beach last summer. Surfer’s Way, an organization created 
by Elliot Zuckerman, gives special needs children the opportu-
nity to experience the exhilaration of surfing through lessons 
by volunteers.  Photo courtesy Bob Harris

St. Anastasia Knights of Columbus Council #5911 honored two new Eagle Scouts, Michael 
Angelo Tuffey (second from l.) and Evan Tsourtsoulas (second from r.), Jan. 3 at St. 
Anastasia Parish in Fr. Smith Hall in Douglaston. Scout troop #153 held its Eagle Scout 
Court of Honor for Tuffey and Tsourtsoulas. Joining the honorees are scout leader 
Matthew Campese (far l.) and Frederick Bedell Jr. (middle).  Photo courtesy Eva Bedell

Principal Jose Cruz provided a holiday lunch for the staff at Math, Science, Research & 
Technology High School in the teacher’s lunchroom.  Photo courtesy Jose Cruz

West Cunningham Park Civic Association members Benny and Rosa Wong (l.) and Bob 
Harris are shown at the Mulchfest in Cunningham Park. Members of the civic associ-
ation take part in numerous volunteer activities in their neighboring park.  

Photo courtesy West Cunningham Park Civic Association

The Campus Magnet Complex girls’ varsity soccer team has compiled a 27-1 record the last 
two seasons, including a 13-1 mark this past season in the PSAL Conference B and reached the 
semifinals under new head coach Jason Separ. Senior Ebony Birch was chosen to play in the 
Mayor’s Cup and honored by the New York Yankees and the PSAL as a scholar athlete.  

Photo by Bob Harris

The ARISTA Chapter of the National Honor Society 
at the Math, Science, Research & Technology 
High School in Cambria Heights raised money to 
buy gifts for children at Jamaica Hospital.  

Photo courtesy Math, Science, Research & Technology H.S.

The Math, Science, Research & Technology High 
School formed a Multi-Cultural Dance Club where stu-
dents learn dances from different cultures.  

Photo courtesy Math, Science, Research & Technology HS



TIMESLEDGER, JAN. 23–29, 2015 41  TIMESLEDGER.COM NE

NYU Langone Astoria  
Medical Associates

NYU LANGONE ASTORIA MEDICAL ASSOCIATES 

23-09 31st Street, Unit #3 • Astoria, NY 11105 

718.204.2200

Socrates Kangadis, MD, Medical Director
Internal Medicine

At NYU Langone Astoria Medical Associates, we focus on the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of 

adult diseases. We help our patients manage conditions including:

• allergy/asthma

• cancer

Continuous care is particularly important for patients who have medical conditions that require 

prolonged treatment and monitoring, e.g., diabetes and hypertension.

We’re bringing together the comprehensive resources, technology, and expertise of NYU Langone with 

the physicians you’ve come to know in your neighborhood.

• digestive diseases

• heart-related issues

• infections

• pulmonary issues

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners
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of time and this is an official 
document. Well, I am standing 
here and saying this is not the 
end.”

 Montgomery was drafted 
into the Army Air Corps dur-
ing World War II and served 
in the 1051st Quartermaster 
Company of the 96th Air Ser-
vice Group, attached to the 
332nd Air Fighter Group, as 
a ground crewman with the 
Tuskegee Airmen in South-
ern Italy from 1943 to 1945. To 
name just a few, Montgomery 
was awarded a Good Conduct 
Medal, the WWII Victory 
Medal,  the European African 
Middle Eastern Service Medal 
with two Bronze Stars, a Ser-
vice Award and the Honorable 
Service Medal. 

“When we were attacked - 
we stood together and and said 
‘We will fight, we will fight, we 
will fight’ and we fought and 
won,” said Montgomery as the 
students began chanting “We 
will fight, we will fight,” along 
with him. 

“You must believe in your-
self - as we believe in you. 
Fight for the rights of men,” he 
said. “When you know you are 
right, do not compromise and 

you will make this world a bet-
ter place.” 

After the war ended and 
he completed his education, 
Montgomery became an activ-
ist in the civil rights movement 
and marched with King from 
Selma to Montgomery, Ala. in 
1965 for the right to vote. He 
served as one of King’s body-
guards. He brought up a frame 
to the podium.  Set set inside 
were two heels, a piece of pa-
per and a neck tie. 

“These are the heels I wore 
when I arrived [in Montgom-
ery] as evidence that some-
one fought for you before and 
wanted you to have the right 
to vote. This is the neck tie I 
wore. And Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. guided my hand as I 
wrote his Atlanta address on 
this piece of paper,” Montgom-

ery explained. “People have 
died for you and people have 
suffered for you. Give back to 
your communities - you can 
make it and you can make it 
big. 

Students and other audi-
ence members responded 
with a standing ovation and 
cheers. Montgomery, who has 
had a long relationship with 
the King family, recalled one 
of his most vivid memories of 
King at an afternoon supper.  

“We had this long meal 
together. That was wonder-
ful.  We ate at his godmother’s 
home on a summer afternoon 
and we had a wonderful time 
together. As a matter fact, he 
invited me to his wedding then 
and if I had known he was go-
ing to become famous, I would 
have kept the invitation,” 
Montgomery chuckled. 

For Montgomery, celebrat-
ingKing’s memory had a spe-
cial meaning during a time 
when the racial divide across 
the United States has wid-
ened. 

“When stuff like this hap-
pens- it hurts, it hurts. The 
lack of concern for humanity. 
Regardless of your color we 
are human beings. And you 
are due the right of love and 
brotherhood. And I am con-
cerned when that is not done,” 
he said.

is, there probably would not 
have been or not be a Gregory 
Meeks if there wasn’t a Mal-
colm X,” he said, addressing 
Shabazz.

Gerald Karikari, chair-
man of the board of trustees 
of Merrick Academy, said the 
charter school — the first in 
Queens — was the perfect 
place to host Shabazz to give 
students the idea that they 
can make history.

“For these children to 
grow up in this community 
and not know and not feel 
history is a shame and so we 
want to reverse that,” Kar-
ikari said. “For children to 
be able to touch someone like 
the daughter of Malcolm X I 
think is powerful in terms of 
bringing the characters in 
the history books to life.”

This year marks a half 
century since Malcolm X — 
born El-Hajj Malik El-Sha-
bazz May 19, 1925 in Omaha, 
Neb. — was gunned down in 
the Audubon Ballroom in 
Manhattan Feb. 21, 1965 in 
the midst of the civil rights 
movement in the United 
States.

Malcolm X and his wife, 
Betty, raised their four chil-

dren in East Elmhurst.
Shabazz’s book, “X,” fol-

lows Malcolm X from his 
childhood to his imprison-
ment for theft at the age of 20, 
when he found the faith that 
would put him on the right 
track.

The book explores the 
challenges he faced as he 
navigated his father’s mur-
der, his mother being taken 
away and being mocked at 
school for wanting to become 
a lawyer. She gave out and 
signed copies following the 
ceremony.

Merrick Academy stu-
dents said they took away 
powerful messages from 
Shabazz’s speech. Alanee 
Ricketts, 8, a third-grader at 
Merrick Academy, said one 
message she absorbed was to 
stay on the right path.

“If you know something 
that’s good for you, you 
should do it instead of doing 
the wrong thing,” Alanee 
said.

Her older sister, Zahniyah 
Ricketts, 10, a fifth-grader at 
Merrick Academy, said she 
learned not to be afraid to 
ask questions in class.

“She said ask questions if 
you don’t know them because 
when you get out of school, 
you get smarter,” Zahniyah 
Ricketts said.

Continued from Page 4 

Malcolm X
Continued from Page 4 

Tuskegee

Do you know a hero of Queens?
Nominate a person who has made a difference 

in the great borough of Queens

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer
Or mail this form to:

Queens Impact Awards Nominees
CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers

41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
Att: Linda Lindenauer

25 people will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be feted at a reception gala in their honor. 
It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________

Dabney Montgomery, a Tuskegee 
Airmen and an activist in the 60s, 
speaks at Merrick Academy. 

Photo by Sadef Kully
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BY MERLE EXIT

What started with a single teacher 
bringing music to a San Francisco Bay 
area classroom has mushroomed into 
a movement providing instruments 
and instruction to more than 300,000 
students across the country.

Little Kids Rock, which began with 

elementary school teacher David Wish 
in 2002, is currently on a mission to 
provide music in 600 New York City 
public schools during the next three 
years through its Amp Up NYC pro-
gram. 

Teachers apply to be trained in 
Little Kids Rock’s methodology and 
once training is complete, they receive 

donated instruments and curricula to 
launch a band in their school. 

One such program already tak-
ing place is at Rockaway Park’s PS 
317Q, the Waterside Children’s Studio 
School. 

“I use mostly Little Kids Rock ma-
terials when teaching guitar, keyboard 
and drums,” said PS 317Q teacher Dan 
Keller. “The focus is on more of a fun, 
welcoming environment for creativ-
ity and learning, while my traditional 
band students use instructional books 
where they learn to read music and 
practice proper technique. Overall, 

songs are learned by a combination of 
rote, lead sheets and/or sheet music.”

Rather than teaching children how 
to read music, Little Kids Rock uses a 
method it developed called Music as a 
Second Language. 

“The Amp Up NYC initiative ap-
proaches music like a second lan-
guage, making it easy for kids to begin 
making music on day one,” said Keith 
Hejna, communications director for 
Little Kids Rock. “Once kids are en-
gaged and feel comfortable with their 
instruments, then teachers can teach 
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Students at PS 34 in Brooklyn rehearse as part of the Little Kids 
Rock program at their school.  Photo courtesy Matthew Carasella

Continued on Page 4
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PRODUCTIONS

“Hair” — The classic counterculture 
revolution musical from the 1960s, which 
seems as relevant today as it did four 
decades ago, gets a new production at The 
Secret Theatre.
When: Through Feb. 1
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., Long 
Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

“Seussical Jr.” — The world of Dr. Seuss set 
to music by Lynn Aherns and Stephen Flaherty 
comes to life with a group of young actors. 
When: Jan. 30 - Feb. 8, Friday at 7 pm, 
Saturday at 2 pm and 7 pm, Sunday at 2 pm
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., The Post 
Theatre, Building T4, Fort Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Lend Me a Tenor” — First String Players 
stage Ken Ludwig’s comedy, set at the 
Cleveland Grand Opera Co. in 1934 when world 
famous tenor Tito Merelli II is set to perform 
“Otello,” but through a series of mix-ups, 
including a double dose of tranquilizers, the 

star passes out just before the curtain is set 
to rise. 
When: Jan. 31 - Feb. 8, Saturday at 8 pm, 
Sunday at 2 pm
Where: Our Lady of Mercy, 70-01 Kessel St., 
Forest Hills
Cost: $10
Contact: fi rststringplayers@gmail.com

“Vanities” — Parkside Players presents 
this comedy-drama follows three Texas 
cheerleaders from high school through 
college up to a bittersweet reunion as they 
face turning 30. 
When: Feb. 21 - March 1, Friday and Saturday 
at 8 pm, Sunday at 2 pm
Where: Grace Lutheran Church, Union Turnpike 
and 71st Road, Forest Hills
Cost: $17, $15/seniors
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.parksideplayers.com

“Spank! The Fifty Shades Parody” — You’ve 
read the book and the movie is on its way 
here, so in the meantime check out this adult 
comedy with musical numbers skewering the 
best-selling novel. 
When: Thursday, March 5, at 8 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium, Kupferberg Center 
for the Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing

Continued on Page 7

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY
Delicious homemade italian food at a price you can afford!

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, 
Plates, Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

COLD HEROS 3 FT. to 6 FT.
$1300 per ft. Italian Mortadella, Salami, 
Provolone, Mozzarella, Pepperoni, Prosciutto, 
lettuce and tomato
$1500 per ft. Chicken Grilled or Fried with 
lettuce and tomato
All sandwiches include macaroni & potato salad

Open
7 Days

NOON
To 11PM

kk

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

CHOICE B
$15.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Chicken Parmigiana - 
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala - 
Chicken Pizzaiola

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Penne Vodka

Tortellini Alfredo

per person per person

718-225-4700

CHOICE A
$13.95

Choice of 5 Items
Stuffed Shells - 

Tortellini w/Meat Sauce
Ravioli - Baked Ziti

Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken, Small Meatballs
Linguini, w/Red or White Clam Sauce

Pasta w/Broccoli, Garlic & Oil

$2500 2 Cheese Pies & 2 ltr Coke
$5000 4 Cheese Pies & 4 ltr Coke
$4500 2 Cheese Pies, Tray Baked Ziti
$1000 Dozen Chicken Wings Mild,
Medium, Hot, Spicy, BBQ or Teriyaki
$6500 2 Cheese Pies, Tray Baked
Ziti, 2 Dozen Chicken Wings

Answers in Sports
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F
reedom of speech is 
very much in the news 
these days, so an article 
in American Theatre 

with the headline “Who Cares 
about Censorship on School 
Stages?” particularly caught 
my attention.  

According to the writer, 
Howard Sherman, there 
seems to be more censorship 
of high school (and some col-
lege) theater than ever before.

Such shows as “Rent,” 
“Spamalot” and “Joe Turner’s 
Come and Gone” have received 
a thumbs down from the pow-
ers that be.  Suppression of 
theater can occur locally, too, 
often self-imposed.

As some of you know, I 
have a theater company, The 

Outrageous Fortune Com-

pany, which produced 50 con-
temporary plays during a span 
of 17 years at the then-named 
Queens Theatre in the Park.  
(The “in the Park” has now 
vanished.)  If you haven’t heard 
of my troupe, that’s because 
it’s been out of action since 
2010, still searching for a new 
venue.  Many, if not most, of 

the plays that I produced have 
not been performed by other 
local groups, even though they 
were well-reviewed in Man-
hattan, due in part, I suspect, 
to their content – provocative 
themes, rough language in-
cluding profanity, and sexual 
situations.

In other words, all the 
things you can find on cable 
(and even broadcast) televi-
sion, on video games, and in 
the movies.  Ironically, the 
graphic violence so often de-
picted on the big screen, en-
hanced by computer technol-
ogy, seldom raises any protest 
or concern.

Most theaters in Queens 
are found in houses of wor-
ship, and that often creates 
an atmosphere not conducive 
to the work of contemporary 

playwrights.  Some years ago a 
local group wanted to produce 
the play “Other People’s Mon-
ey” (also made into a movie) at 
a church in Jackson Heights.  
However, it was deemed un-
acceptable at that venue, even 
though, I can assure you, the 
material would get no more 
than a PG rating.

“Joe Turner” was deemed 
objectionable because of the 
use of the “n-word.” Never 
mind that the play was au-
thored by the late black play-
wright August Wilson, one of 
the most acclaimed of modern 
American writers.  Or that the 
racist pejorative can be heard 
in “12 Years a Slave,” Best Pic-
ture Oscar winner in 2013,  in 
the current “Selma,” among 
others, and in literature, in-
cluding Mark Twain’s mas-
terpiece “Huckleberry Finn.”

“Rent,” one of the longest 
running Broadway musi-
cals, rubbed some the wrong 
way due to gay and drug-use 
themes.  Now I don’t say that 
anything goes — even free 
speech has its limits — but con-
text is crucial.  Censorship is 
never a good thing, and politi-

cal correctness must yield to 
freedom of expression.  Good 
art can and should be contro-
versial and challenging.

This is award season in the 
movie and TV business.  Stars 
and celebrities get a chance to 
dress up, and to thank every-
body if they win something.  
It’s all very subjective and 
the televised events seem end-
less, but it does help to get us 
through the winter.  

One award that you local 
theater people should be aware 
of comes from the New York 

Innovative Theatre Foun-

dation.  Founded in 2004, the 

IT Awards recognize excel-
lence in Off-Off-Broadway 
theater.  In 2014, the award for 
Outstanding Production of a 

Musical went to the Astoria 

Performing Arts Center for 
its version of “Allegro.”

APAC leads the way in 
Queens, but many more of our 
groups should enter the com-
petition. 

Go to www.nyitawards.
com to find out how your pro-
duction can be eligible.

Contact Ron Hellman at RB-
HOFC@gmail.com.

Censorship alive and well on school stages

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

Most theaters in Queens are 
found in houses of worship, and 

that often creates an atmosphere 
not conducive to the work of 
contemporary playwrights.
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BY MERLE EXIT

The frontrunner for this 
year’s Best Actress Oscar, 
Julianne Moore, was in Asto-
ria last week to introduce her 
newest motion picture, “Still 
Alice,” at the Museum of the 
Moving Image. 

In the film, written and di-
rected by Richard Glatzer and 
Wash Westmoreland, Moore 
portrays a renowned linguis-
tic professor at Columbia Uni-
versity, Dr. Alice Howland, 
who is diagnosed with early 
onset Alzheimer’s. 

“They had a pretty unique 
vision of the story they want-
ed to tell of this woman going 
through a horrendous journey 
of this disease,” said Moore. 

At first Alice does not 
think much is wrong after 
having a “senior moment” 
and not being able to remem-
ber the right word in a con-
versation. Things quickly get 
worse, however, when during 
her daily jog through the cam-
pus Alice suddenly realizes 

she has no idea where she is. 
But when she has an accident 
at home because she cannot 
remember which door leads to 

the bathroom, she agrees to be 
tested for Alzheimer’s. 

The film focuses not only 
on how Alice copes with the 

loss of herself, but also how her 
family, played by Alec Bald-
win, Kristen Stewart, Kate 
Bosworth and Hunter Parrish, 
deal with the realization that 
Alice’s memories of them will 
soon be gone forever. 

“What was interesting 
about this movie is that Rich-
ard was recently diagnosed 
with ALS.  By the time we shot 
it, he lost his mobility from the 
waist up,” said Moore. “The 
movie was made not in the 
spirit of loss or diminishment 
but in hopefulness and joyful-
ness and the idea that you’re 
never more grateful for the life 
you’ve had when you’re closest 
to loss.” 

The day after the Queens 
screening, Moore was nomi-
nated for her fifth Academy 
Award for her performance. 

Which probably came as 
somewhat of a surprise after 
believing this movie might 
never see a theatrical release. 

“We had to get it done in 
time for the Toronto Film Fes-
tival and I thought, ‘That’s 

it. It won’t go anywhere after 
that,’” said Moore.  “We had a 
pretty inauspicious screening 
on a Monday at 4:30 and al-
though only three people from 
the press came, Sony Classics 
attended and immediately 
picked up the movie.”

“Still Alice” was the first 
of a series of Julianne Moore 
films being presented at the 
Museum of the Moving Image 
through Jan. 26. 

Other screenings include 
her turn as a porn star in Paul 
Thomas Anderson’s 1997 mov-
ie “Boogie Nights,” her foray 
into Hollywood blockbuster 
territory with Stephen Spiel-
berg’s “The Lost World: Juras-
sic Park,” and a couple of per-
formances in independent film 
auteur Todd Haynes’ “Safe” 
and “Far From Heaven.”

Tickets are included with 
museum admission on a first-
come, first-served basis. 

For a complete schedule, 
check the museum’s website at 
www.movingimage.us.

Oscar-nominated actress Julianne Moore shares a laugh with the audi-
ence at a screening of “Still Alice” at the Museum of the Moving Image in 
Astoria. Photo by Merle Exit

more advanced concepts like 
reading music notation and 
music theory.”

For instance, guitar chords 
are pictured visually with the 
fingering and first learning to 
strum on an acoustical guitar 
before going on to one that is 
electric.   

Students improvise and 
perform songs from artists 
they listen to in a variety of 
genres including pop, hip hop 
and more. 

PS 317Q has one of the larg-
est number of participating 
students in the borough. 

Two of the students, Naylah 
Page and A’sean Pryor, both 9, 
have been taking this class.  
Naylah plays drums, guitar, 
bass and keyboard.   A’sean is 
learning to play the trumpet, 
drums and bass guitar.  

With Naylah’s love of the 
drums and A’sean being the 
bass, the two got together and 
composed a rap song.  

They both have thoughts 
of a future in the music indus-
try. 

Keith Hejna of Little Kids 

Rock believes the program has 
helped to create many more 
Naylahs and A’seans when 
music education is not a high  
priority for financially strug-
gling school districts. 

“At a time when the benefits 
of music education are better 
understood than ever, budget 
cuts are decimating music pro-
grams in public schools across 
the country, sharply limiting 
children’s access to music edu-
cation,” said Hejna. “However, 
music education has not kept 
pace with the cultural and 
technological developments of 
the past 60 years, thus making 
music education less accessi-
ble to a broad swath of today’s 
youth, especially in marginal-
ized communities.”

Hejna also points out Little 
Kids Rock adheres to a prin-
ciple of de-rock-racy, which 

allows students to pick what 
instrument and which songs 
they will learn. 

The girls in Keller’s class, 
in particular, are happy that 
they are able to choose instru-
ments that have been formerly 
associated with boys, like the 
drums. 

Keller, who was trained to 
be a vocal instructor and cho-
rus director, has also studied 
guitar, bass, piano and drums, 
so is able to provide pointers to 
the budding musicians in the 
program. And he continues to 
add to his musical repertoire.

“I also feel that learning 
an instrument together can 
be helpful for both teacher and 
student. Though some of my 
students may not realize, I am 
taking trumpet, clarinet, and 
flute lessons outside of school, 
and I will be starting trombone 

and saxophone soon, too,” he 
said. “It is actually helpful, in 
some respect, to be a beginner 
as well, since I have a better 
idea of what the kids are going 
through as they start to learn 
an instrument. It’s easier to re-

alize the difficulties that they 
are going through. Of course, 
I always make sure to stay one 
step ahead so I can still be an 
effective instructor.”

KIDS 
ROCK

Julianne Moore brings new fi lm to borough
Oscar-nominated actress is main attraction of Museum of the Moving Image’s series

Teacher Dan Keller works with students learning the guitar at PS 317Q in 
Rockaway Park.  Photo by Merle Exit

Students at Brooklyn's PS 34 rehearse during a class session.  
Photo courtesy Matthew Carasella

Continued from Page 43 
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Coming next week, 
TimesLedger Newspa-
pers takes a look back at 
the best of the borough’s 
theater scene in 2014. 

The paper’s Arts and 
Entertainment section, 
the QGuide, will pres-
ent its second annual 
Queens Kudos Awards 
to those actors, actresses 
and directors who deliv-
ered performances and 
productions that out-
shined the rest.

The acting nomina-
tions have been released 
on Twitter and the Q 
Guide’s blog, Queens on 
Cue.

Here is who is in the 
running for the 2015 Ku-
dos:

Outstanding Ac-

tress in a Lead Role: 

Michelle Federer in “The 
Cottage” at the Queens 
Theatre, Laura Frye in 
“A Christmas Carol” at 
Queens Theatre, Crystal 
Kellogg in “Allegro” at 
Astoria Performing Arts 
Center, Mary Rasmus-
sen in “Uriel Acosta — I 
Want That Man!” at The 
Chocolate Factory and 
Jennifer Gordon Thomas 
in “The Unlikely Ascent 
of Sybil Stevens” at The 
Secret Theatre.

Outstanding Actor 

in a Lead Role: Mark 
Banik in “Allegro” at 
Astoria Performing Arts 
Center, Kirk Gostkowski 
in “Hurlyburly” at Vari-
ations Theatre Group, 
Terry Layman in “King 
Lear” at Titan Theatre 
Co., Kevin Loomis in 
“A Christmas Carol” 
at Queens Theatre and 
Richard Mazda in “Rich-
ard III” at The Secret 
Theatre.

Outstanding Ac-

tress in a Supporting 

Role: Jacklyn Collier in 
“Hurlyburly” at Varia-
tions Theatre Group, 
Maria Couch in “The 
Cottage” at Queens The-
atre,  Sandra Karas in 
“Richard III” at The 
Secret Theatre, Emily 

Koch in “In the Bones” at 
Astoria Performing Arts 
Center and Toni Eliza-
beth White in “Allegro” 
at Astoria Performing 
Arts Center. 

Outstanding Actor 

in a Supporting Role: 

Tristan Colton in “This 
Prison Where I Live” 
at Titan Theatre Co., 
Nick Fondulis in “It’s a 
Wonderful Life: A Live 
Radio Play” at Varia-
tions Theatre Group, 
Chris Harcum in “Hur-

lyburly” at Variations 
Theatre Group, Mark A. 
Keeton in “It’s a Wonder-
ful Life: A Live Radio 
Play” at Variations The-
atre Group and Joshua 
Stenseth in “Allegro” at 
Astoria Performing Arts 

Center. 
The QGuide also 

plans to announce the 
nominees for top direc-
tor and best production 
next week on the Queens 
on Cue blog and its Twit-
ter account, @Queenson-

Cue. 
Then check 

TimesLedger Newspa-
pers Friday, Jan. 30, and 
online at timesledger.
com to see who takes 
home the prizes.

Queens Kudos honor best of boro’s theater

Nominees for Outstanding Actress (top row) in a Lead Role are (l. to r.) Michelle Federer in “The Cottage,” Laura Frye in “A Christmas Carol,” 
Crystal Kellogg in “Allegro,” Mary Rasmussen in “Uriel Acosta - I Want That Man!” and Jennifer Gordon Thomas in “The Unlikely Ascent of 
Sybil Stevens.” The nominees for Outstanding Actor in a Lead Role are (l. to r.) Mark Banik in "Allegro," Kirk Gostkowski in "Hurlyburly," Terry 
Layman in "King Lear," Kevin Loomis in "A Christmas Carol" and Richard Mazda in "Richard III." The nominees for Outstanding Actor in a 
Supporting Role are (l. to r.) Tristan Colton in “This Prison Where I Live,” Nick Fondulis in “It’s a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play,” Chris Harcum in 
“Hurlyburly,” Mark A. Keeton in “It’s a Wonderful LIfe: A Live Radio Play” and Joshua Stenseth in “Allegro.” Nominees for Outstanding Actress 
in a Supporting Role are (l. to r.) Jacklyn Collier in “Hurlyburly,” Maria Couch in “The Cottage,” Sandra Karas in “Richard III,” Emily Koch 
in “In the Bones” and Toni Elizabeth White in “Allegro.” Photos courtesy APAC, The Chocolate Factory Theater, Queens Theatre, The Secret Theatre, 

Titan Theatre Co., Variations Theatre Group, Titan Theatre Co., Queens Theatre and The Secret Theatre
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EVENTS

Spherus — International 
juggling champion Greg 
Kennedy performs a non-
verbal show joined by two 
aerial acrobats. Kennedy will 
lead an interactive workshop 
on juggling. 
When: Saturday, Jan. 
24, workshop at 1 pm, 
performance at 2:15 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: Workshop — $7/adults, 
$4/children, Free/members 
with performance tickets; 
Performance — $13/adults, 
$10/members, $8/children, 
$6/member children
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

The Moth StorySLAM — 
An open-mic storytelling 
competition open to anyone 
with a fi ve-minute tale to 
share about the theme, 
“State Lines and Personal 
Boundaries.” A team of 
judges, selected from 
audience will pick a winner. 
Sign up to take part or just 
come by to watch. 
When: Monday, Jan. 26, at 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: $8/general admission
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

MUSIC

“Peter and the Wolf “— The 
Queens Symphony Orchestra 
presents this family 
series concert featuring 
Prokofi ev’s “Peter and the 
Wolf,” Mozart’s “Magic Flute 
Overture” and Beethoven’s 
“Symphony No. 4.”
When: Sunday, Feb. 1, at 3 pm
Where: LeFrak Hall, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: Free, but registration 
is required
Contact: (718) 570-0909
Website: www.
queenssymphony.org

Hugh Masekela and Vusi 
Mahlasela — The South African 

music icons come together to 
mark 20 years since the end 
of Apartheid with a concert of 
Freedom Songs. 
When: Wednesday, Feb. 18, at 
7:30 pm
Where: LeFrak Hall, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $35 - $55, $20/Queens 
College students with ID at 
box offi ce only
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website:  kupferbergcenter.
org

MOVIES

Karaoke at the Movies 
“Mary Poppins” — Time 
to practice your rendition 
of “Supercalifragilistic_
expialidocious” as the QPAC 
presents its next sing-a-long 
movie night geared toward 
the whole family. 
When: Saturday, Jan. 24, at 
7:30 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-
05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $5
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/
qpac

KIDS & FAMILY

Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day of Service — Part of 
the New York Council for 
the Humanities’ Community 
Conversations for Kids 
program, this event includes 
a reading of Doreen 
Rappaport’s book “Martin’s 
Big Words,” followed by a 
group discussion. 
When: Saturday, Jan. 24, 
from 1 pm - 2 pm
Where: Kingsland 
Homestead, 143-35 37th Ave., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 939-0647
Website: www.
queenshistoricalsociety.org

“Mysterious Lake” 
Workshop — Join this 
workshop which imagines 
what happens if all objects 
became living creatures at 
night while you sleep. Bring 
objects from home and help 
create a short play about 
them. 

When: Saturday, Jan. 31, at 2 
pm for ages 3 - 7; and 4 pm 
for ages 8 -15
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Chinese New Year 
Celebration — Nai-Ni 
Chen Dance Co. celebrates 
the Lunar New Year at a 
performance with acrobatic 
dancers in colorful costumes 
and musicians playing 
ancient melodies. The show 
is geared toward children 
ages 5 to 13.
When: Wednesday, Jan. 28 
and Thursday, Jan. 29, at 
10:30 am
Where: Colden Auditorium, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $8
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

Noguchi Open Studio: 
Drop-In Program for 
Families — On the fi rst 
Sunday of every month, 
families can explore the 
galleries and then spend 
time in the education room 
making art. Educators will be 
on hand to discuss gallery 
connections, introduce 
materials and assist in art 
making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 
9-01 33rd Road, Long Island 
City
Cost: $10 per family/
includes museum admission 
and materials
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

DANCE

Jennifer Chin dance/
Vanessa Van Wormer 
Dance — Take Root at 
Green Space provides 
choreographers with the 
chance to produce a full-
length or paired evening of 
work. 
When: Friday, Jan. 23 and 
Saturday, Jan. 24, at 8 pm

Where: Green Space, 37-24 
24th St., Long Island City
Cost: $17
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

Fertile Ground at Green 
Space — This monthly 
series showcases emerging 
and established artists. 
January’s program includes 
AMS Project, Caitlin + 
Dancers, Danse Sure 
Le Rouge, JKing Dance 
Company, Lillian Stanley & 
Co. and Sans Limites Dance. 
When: Sunday, Jan. 25, at 7 pm
Where: Green Space, 37-24 
24th St., Long Island City
Cost: $12
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

Tango Buenos Aires — Direct 
from Argentina, this company 
presents its latest program, 
“Song for Eva Perón,” 
which traces the life of the 
country’s former fi rst lady 
through the national dance. 
When: Thursday, Feb. 12, at 
8 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-
05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $35 - $42
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/
qpac

Japanese Classical Dance 
at Resobox — Workshops 
teach the 400-year-old 
nichibu dance popularized 
in kabuki. All experience 
levels are welcome and all 
materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 
11; 6:30 pm workshop for all 
ages 12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/
students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Bayside Historical 
Society’s Winter Art 
Show— This annual two-
week exhibit showcases 
Queens artists who work in 
various media. 
When: Through Sunday, 
Feb. 1
Where: Bayside Historical 
Society, 208 Totten Ave., Fort 
Totten
Cost: $10/opening reception
Contact: (718) 352-1548
Website: www.
baysidehistorical.org

Polit-Sheer-Form! — The 
China-based art group 
attempts to create a 

framework for collective 
life in today’s consumer-
oriented China. 
When: Through March 8
Where: Queens Museum, New 
York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Suggested — $8/adults, 
$4/students and seniors, 
Free/children under 12
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.
queensmuseum.org

MoMA PS1 — Now on display, 
“The Little Things Could Be 
Dearer,” “Bob and Roberta 
Smith: Art Amnesty,” 
“Francesco Vezzoli: Teatro 
Romano,” “Zero Tolerance” 
and “Samara Golden: The 
Flat Side of the Knife.”
When: Through March 8
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island 
City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/
students and seniors, Free/
children under 16
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

Isamu Noguchi, Patent 
Holder: Designing the 
World of Tomorrow — 
This exhibition looks at 
the relationship between 
Noguchi’s work in sculpture 
and design leading up to the 
1939 World’s Fair. 
When: Through March 19, 
Opening reception planned 
for Feb. 3, at 5 pm
Where: Dr. M. T. Geoffrey 
Yeh Art Gallery, Sun Yat Sen 
Hall, 8000 Utopia Parkway, 
Jamaica Estates
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 990-7476
Website: www.stjohns.edu

Emerging Artist Fellowship 
Exhibition — The annual 
exhibit at Socrates Sculpture 
Park includes works by 15 
artists, who have created 
pieces with the larger 
narrative of public space in 
dynamic and daring ways. 
When: Through March 22
Where:  Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Art in the Garden: Paul Lin 
& Botanical Therapeutic 
Art — Lin blends fi ne art 
and traditional crafts and 
turns natural materials into 
landscapes and portraits. 
When: Through April 12
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors, 
$2/students with ID and 
children over 3
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.

queensbotanical.org

COMEDY
Open Mic at Rapture 
Lounge — All musicians, 
poets, writers, singers-
songwriters, comedians and 
performance artists are 
welcome. Sign-up at 8 pm.
When: Mondays, 8:30 pm to 
10 pm
Where: Rapture Lounge, 34-
27 28th Ave., Astoria
Cost: No cover, $10 minimum
Contact: (718) 626-8044
Website: www.
rapturelounge.com

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
— Ben Rosenfeld hosts 
fi ve different comics each 
week. Comics range from 
underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. 
The show is absolutely free, 
no cover charge and no drink 
minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld 
ben@bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.
com/blog/archives/astoria_
comedy_all_stars

The Regulars Comedy Show 
— Every Wednesday night New 
York’s up-and-coming and 
already arrived comedians 
hang out and tell jokes at The 
Creek & The Cave.
When: Wednesdays, 10 pm
Where: The Creek & The 
Cave, 10-93 Jackson Ave., 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 706-8783
Website: www.creeklic.com

Queen’s Secret Improv 
Club — On Friday nights, 
teams perform seven 
improvisation comedy sets 
on the half-hour. Tickets are 
good for all seven shows.
When: Fridays, 7:30 pm to 
11 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $5/good for all or any 
of the seven performances
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

Face Off Unlimited 
presents Improvius 
Maximus — Long-form 
improv teams compete in 
Mighty Caesar’s arena for 
laughs and glory.
When: Fridays, 10:30 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island 
City
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar
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Cost: $25 - $45
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

“The Sound of Music” 
—  The hills are alive with 
arguably the world’s favorite 
musical as Theatre by the Bay 
presents the Rodgers and 
Hammerstein classic. 
When: March 7 - March 22, 
Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday 
at 3 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Garden 

Jewish Center, 13-00 209th St., 
Bayside
Cost: $22/adults, $20/
seniors and children under 12
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.
theatrebythebayny.com

AUDITIONS

“The Wizard of Oz” — The 
Andrean Players announces 
an open casting call for its 
May production. Everyone 
auditioning must bring a 
head shot and resume — a 
photograph and handwritten 
resume are acceptable, sheet 
music with 16 bars of a ballad 

and 16 bars up tempo, and 
be prepared and dressed to 
move.
When: Wednesday, Jan. 28; 
Thursday, Jan. 29 and Friday, 
Jan. 30, from 7 pm - 9:30 pm; 
pick one day
Where: Andrean Hall, 
Northern Boulevard and 
157th Street
Contact: 
theandreanplayers@gmail.
com

Theater
Continued from Page 44 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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By Ed Canty

Birds of a Feather
Across
11. Test sites
5. "A ___ Grows in 
Brooklyn"
9. Bottle filler?
13. A little of a 
large lot?
14. Bigger than big
15. Bakery treat
16. Which came first ?
19. Storm area
20. Well-grounded 
birds?
21. Civics, e.g.
22. Ladder part
23. Algonquian Indian
24. Owns up to
27. Like some photos
31. "... ___ a good 
night!'
32. Dog biter
33. Italian monk
34. Post-Thanks-
giving meal
38. Fashion letters
39. Granny's other 
daughter
40. Slangy greetings
41. Mukluk material
44. Like bright nights
45. "Put ___ on it!"
46. Gouge or chisel
47. Breakfast 
beverage
50. A fish that nags?
51. A chilling idea?
54. Fonzie's do
57. Contents of 
some urns
58. It may get into 
a jamb

59. Itsy-bitsy bit
60. Cong. period
61. "A Death in the 
Family" author
62. Washington 
capital?

Down
1. Shoestring
2. Hurting
3. A French cheese
4. "Hold on a ___!"
5. All great 
crosswords have 
them
6. Accumulate,  
as a bill
7. Freudian topics
8. Always, in verse
9. Shots on lots
10. Broke ground?

11. Actress Swenson
12. Cribbage markers
15. Pumps and clogs
17. Whistler in the 
kitchen
18. Bad place for 
a frog
22. Jockey shirt 
material
23. Chin indentation
24. A.B.A. 
members
25. Drench
26. An ex of the 
Donald
27. Senator-astronaut
28. "Alas,..."
29. Certain 
computer message
30. Full of lip
32. Liquid
35. Washington city

36. Armed sea 
creatures?
37. Lab container
42. Potato pancakes
43. Tarts
44. "And what is 
-- as..."
46. California 
border lake
47. Modern info 
holders
48. "Great" English 
river
49. Academies: Abbr.
50. Dance for 
plumbers?
51. Bit of Windows 
dressing?
52. Adorable
53. Brief guesses?
55. "Apple cider" gal
56. Brazilian port

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42 43 44

45 46

47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59

60 61 62
 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

OLD GLORY
C A R T C H A T S B A L D
P L E A R O D E O A L A R
R E D B E A N S A N D R I C E

C O U N T S E A N C E S
S E A R R E E D S

M A O R I S I M O N S
O C T A L S T O W R A M
W H I T E H O U S E S T A F F
S E C A R A T H A G A R

P E S T L E U S E R S
A L B U M S L A T
B U R R I T O N U R S E
B L U E R I B B O N P A N E L
A L I E N I E C E T I L E
S S N S E T N A S A P S E

VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

THE DOUGLASTON MANOR PRESENTS 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT  
ITALIAN BUFFET DINNER

DINNER IS 5PM – 9:30PM | $24.95 PER PERSON
STARTING WED., JAN. 14, 2015 AND EVERY WED.

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Douglaston, NY 11363 
Call 718-224-8787 for reservations

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  347-502-7274 
www.winetimedouglaston.com  

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com
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BY MADINA TOURE

Charisol Bridal Boutique, a 
retail wedding gown business 
that has operated in Queens 
since the 1980s, has been serv-
ing Bayside brides-to-be for 
the last five years. 

The boutique moved to 214-
07 42nd Ave. from its original 
location in Flushing to accom-
modate its customer base and 
to focus exclusively on wed-
ding gowns for brides, said 
Kimberly Kim, the boutique’s 
owner.

“I was looking for a little bit 
better, more convenient loca-
tion,” Kim said. “My custom-
ers come from Long Island, 
Whitestone and Bayside. A lot 
of people come from that area, 
so I liked to have it a little bit 
more further up. I found that 
this location is a nice-colored 
building and most of my cus-
tomers are appointment only.”

In 1981, a now-retired cus-
tom-made fashion designer 
founded the boutique in Flush-
ing. Before the boutique moved 
it had about 10 to 15 employ-
ees and sold modern dresses, 
bridesmaid dresses, wedding 
gowns, shoes and jewelry. 

Kim, a South Korean native 
who lives in Rego Park, stud-
ied fashion design with a focus 
on sportswear design at the 
Fashion Institute of Technol-
ogy in the Chelsea neighbor-
hood of Manhattan and haute 
couture at ESMOD, a private 
fashion school in Paris. She 
runs her own line, Kimberly 

Young, which focuses on wed-
ding gown design, and has 
been running the boutique for 
the past 15 years.

In addition to reaching 
customers who live near Bay-
side, the boutique narrowed 
its selections to wedding col-
lections and downsized to five 

employees so it could better 
serve brides, Kim said. 

“I think that nowadays it’s 
different marketing,” she said. 
“I like to focus more only on 
weddings because I can give 
more concentration to the 
wedding gown business.”

The boutique sells bridal 

gowns, bridesmaids, accesso-
ries and tuxedos, both custom-
made and from designers such 
as Maggie Sottero, Justin Al-
exander and Altair. 

The most popular wedding 
dresses include fit n’ flare 
dresses, trumpet dresses, mer-
maid dresses and lace gowns. 
Designer dresses cost any-
where from $1,500 to $3,000 
while custom-made dresses 
cost anywhere from $4,500 to 
$8,000. 

The tuxedo collection in-
cludes top designers such as 
Perry Ellis, After Six, Ralph 
Lauren formal wear, formal 
wear from the late Oscar de la 
Renta and Andrew Fezza. Ac-

cessories include headpieces, 
shoes, clutches and jewelry for 
various occasions.

The boutique also runs a 
blog on its official website in 
which it congratulates newly 
wed couples. 

Kim says the boutique’s 
appeal is its ability to add a 
personal touch to the process 
of finding the ideal wedding 
gown. 

“We offer more personal 
care to our customers,” she 
said. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

 Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A new 
Queens chapter of the national organization 
that empowers and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon to 
2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees $30, 
nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by Harvey 

G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@aol.
com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization that 
allows only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive and structured 
environment to further business through 

word of mouth marketing. Contact chapter 
president Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty to join a 
chapter. BNI Provides positive, supportive and 
structured environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. Contact 
Lydie Pellissier, chapter president, to arrange 

a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., Fresh 
Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  
Relationships are built. Facilitator is Gayle 
Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, coordinator, 
leader and organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month

Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts the 
Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

A wedding dress on display at Charisol Boutique in Bayside.  
Photo by Madina Toure

Shop marks fi fth Bayside anniversary

Dresses on display at the Charisol Boutique in Bayside.  
Photo by Madina Toure

Charisol Bridal Boutique changes focus of business after move to new location
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  “I have a vision that 150 
years later, we will learn that 
our ancestors that endured 
generation after generation 
of human captivity that their 
descendants have now learned 
to tap into their strength 

and rise up and say enough 
is enough, with the Michael 
Browns, enough is enough, 
for Eric Gardner, enough is 
enough,” said Wills, drawing 
from King’s “I have a Dream” 
speech.

 Wills ended her talk with 
passion. 

“And I have a vision that we 
will sign our names not with 
an X like my grandmother 

Emma did on those deposi-
tions, but we will sign our 
names with a bold stroke re-
minding all of those who come 
into contact with us that we 
are proud children of warriors 
who never surrendered their 
dignity or their decency and 
overcame insurmountable 
odds and in their memory, and 
in Dr. King’s memory, we have 
already overcome,”

LATE

can American Heritage Com-
mittee this year. The first lec-
ture is scheduled for April. 

The donation cost approxi-
mately $3,500. Resorts World 
Casino New York City pro-
vided the funding through the 
borough president’s African 
American Heritage Initiative. 

Author and storyteller Joy 
Kelly, who grew up in Tennes-
see and witnessed the civil 
rights movement, performed 
songs from the movement. 

Her father, Rev. Kelly Mill-

er Smith, was a member of 
the Southern Christian Lead-
ership Conference and also 
worked with King.

While playing her guitar 
and singing, she shared with 
the audience her firsthand 
experience with school inte-
gration and what it was like 
to meet King and civil rights 
activist Rosa Parks. 

She said she was struck by 
his speech on Aug. 28, 1963 and 
that King started a movement 
that still requires more action 
today. 

“All of that work still re-
mains work,” Kelly said. 
“When we get freedom, when 
we get equality, it’s what we 

do with it. That’s what Martin 
Luther King means.”

Harbachan Singh, a mem-
ber of the Katz’s African 
American Heritage Commit-
tee and Community Board 8, 
praised the donation of the 
books, saying that it is an ef-
fort to educate children more 
about African-American his-
tory. 

“They’re trying to fill that 
requirement,” Singh said in an 
interview with TimesLedger. 
“So that looks like it is taken 
care of now. It has a very good 
impact. The children are all 
very aware of Martin Luther 
King and his contributions.”

Continued from Page 4 

Books

Continued from Page 5 

Wills

Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 

Advertise your  
Clinical Studies in  

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in 

Classifieds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE 

OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

change on the boulevard.”
The workshop was limited 

to a stretch of Queens Boule-
vard from Roosevelt Avenue 
to 73rd Street.

Philip Papas, a 15-year 
resident of Jackson Heights, 
is a volunteer with Ghost 
Street Memorials, advocates 
who  make the ghost bikes 
and place them at the scenes 
of traffic deaths. “Unfortu-
nately, we’ve had to put a lot 
of those white painted bikes 
along that boulevard over the 
years,” Papas said. “I’m hop-
ing for a reduction of speed 
— that seems easy enough. 
As for the long range, I’d love 
to see protected bike lanes 
along the service roads...that 
would help a lot.”

The workshop goals were 
to identify street safety con-
cerns, brainstorm ways 
to enhance safety, discuss 
street design solutions and to 
gather community input. The 
DOT plans include more pe-
destrian islands, wider side-
walks, enclosed bike lanes, 
countdown clocks and more 
crosswalks.

Peter O’Donnell, district 
leader at District 30 in Wood-

side, was somewhat more op-
timistic the future of Queens 
Boulevard.

 “I’ve seen a lot of bad 
things happen in the last 
50 years,” he said. “What I 
haven’t seen is good lead-
ership. Instead of fixing it 
they’ve destroyed it. 

 He added, “Hopefully, this 
time they get it right.”

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) could not 
attend Wednesday’s meet-
ing, but he has been a strong 
advocate for the redesign 
of the dangerous roadway 
since he lost his friend Mar-
ion Kurshuk. The 78-year-old 
Woodside resident was struck 
and killed by a motorcycle 
while trying to cross at 58th 
Street just before Christmas 
2013.

“For too long, Queens 
Boulevard has been one of 
the most dangerous corri-
dors in our city,” Crowley 
said. “Many of us have lost 
a friend, family member or 
neighbor to the hazardous 
conditions on this major 
thoroughfare. I commend the 
Department of Transporta-
tion for putting together this 
workshop and engaging our 
community in the process of 
making Queens Boulevard 
safer.”

Continued from Page 19 

Boulevard



TIMESLEDGER, JAN. 23-29, 2015 53  TIMESLEDGER.COM NE

Sports

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO

Struggling Mary Louis 
forward Celeste Morgan had 
something to prove to coach 
JoAnn Arbitello and herself 
after being taken out of the 
starting lineup.

The junior began the year 
as a starter, but was moved 
to the bench recently after 
mid-season struggles. Mor-
gan knows Arbitello has 
great expectations for her and 
she lived up to them against 
Woodlands.

Morgan was instrumental 
in the Hilltoppers’ 52-33 win 
over Woodlands Saturday at 
the Super Jam girls’ basket-
ball event at Nazareth. She 
commanded the post and gave 
the Woodland bigs a lot of 
trouble. She was Mary Louis’ 
high scorer with 10 points 
and four rebounds. Moran fol-
lowed that up with 11 points 
and six rebounds in a loss to 

nationally ranked Bishop Mc-
Namara (Md.) Sunday. Sopho-
more Kayla Podlovits was 
also a key contributor against 
Woodlands with nine points 
and five boards on the night.

“I feel like we really needed 
this win after a tough loss to 
Molloy,” Moran said. “Coach 
gave us a lot of encouragement 
before the game and we came 
out and got the win.”

Mary Louis’ dominating 
performance started from the 
get go as they jumped out to a 
17-2 lead in the first quarter. 
The Hilltoppers were ahead, 
but lost starting junior guard 
Jasmine Brunson to a wrist 
injury for the rest of the game. 
Brunson did not play the next 
game and has a badly bruised 
wrist, according to Arbitello. 
Courtney McCool will take 
over the point guard duties in 
her absence.

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO

Christian Wilson’s day was 
filled with emotions, from one 
of the lowest of low to the high-
est high.

The Holy Cross junior wing 
found out early last Friday that 
his grandfather had died. Wil-
son struggled the whole game 
to find his shooting stroke, but 
it returned when the Knights 
needed it most.

Wilson had the ball in his 
hands behind the three-point 
line in the final seconds with 
Holy Cross down two points 
and two Xaverian players in 
his face. He got off what looked 
like an awkward jump shot, 
but it found nothing but net as 
the buzzer sounded.

“Jermaine [Bishop] was 
hot the whole game,” Wilson 
said. “But I was following up 
on his play and I tried to get a 
good look and I made the shot. 
Emotions were running high 
for me. That shot was for my 
grandfather.”

Wilson’s buzzer-beating 
three-pointer gave the Knights 
a trilling 48-47 home win over 
Xaverian in CHSAA Class AA 
boys’ basketball last Friday. 
The victory snapped Xaver-
ian’s nine-game winning 
streak and moves the Knights 
into third place in the Brook-
lyn/Queens Division.

“Christian showed great 
mental fortitude tonight after 
finding out about his grand-
father’s passing,” Holy Cross 
head coach Terry Tarpey said. 
“This is extra gratifying for 
him.”

Holy Cross fouled the strug-
gling Clippers to avoid them 
scoring down in the paint in 
the fourth quarter. Xaver-
ian missed three front ends of 
1-and-1’s, but forward Sayon 
Charles made two free throws 
with 13 seconds left. The sec-
ond, however, would be disal-
lowed because of a lane viola-
tion. The Clippers led 47-45 and 
the stage was set for Wilson.

The ball was given to Bish-

op, who was immediately sur-
rounded by Xaverian, on the 
inbounds pass. Bishop then 
found Wilson who for the con-
tested three-pointer that won 
it for the Knights.

The final play did not come 
without controversy, however. 
Before Wilson’s shot, Holy 
Cross threw the ball to half-
court from under the Clippers’ 
basket and called time out, but 
the clock did not start. Two 
seconds were taken off and the 
Knights were given the ball 
at halfcourt. Xaverian coach 
Jack Alesi believes the rul-
ing was incorrect and plans 
on protesting the game to the 
league.

“The ball was supposed to 
be taken out under the basket, 
but they gave it to Holy Cross 

at halfcourt and by rule that is 
not supposed to happen,” Alesi 
said.

Holy Cross (8-7, 4-4) ben-
efited greatly from Xaver-
ian’s poor free throw shooting. 
Xaverian (11-3, 5-3) finished 
the game 7-of-23 and Cross took 
advantage.

“This win was big and 
should put the city on notice,” 
Wilson said. “Xaverian is a 
good squad, but so are we. This 
should be the start of a good 
run for us.”

The Knights were sparked 
by senior guard Jermaine 
Bishop, who had his shot work-
ing for him. Bishop scored a 
game-high 15 points, while 
junior guard Jamael Horton 
added 13 points of his own.

Continued on Page 56

Xaverian's Doyin Isaac (l.) successfully drives past Holy Cross' Elijah 
Harris during Friday's game at Holy Cross. Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Mary Louis's Courtney McCool (l.) looks for an open teammate against 
Woodlands. Photo by Steve Solomonson

A shot from above
Emotional Wilson drains buzzer-beater for Holy Cross

Hilltoppers rebound 
to defeat Woodlands

Continued on Page 56
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The final minutes were 
just a microcosm of Francis 
Lewis’ struggles all game 
against St. Mary’s.

Despite the turnovers and 
missed shots, the Patriots 
were still in position to win 
in the closing seconds, but 
those same problems held 
them back late. Lewis ended 
up falling 35-32 to St. Mary’s 
(L.I.) at the Super Jam girls’ 
basketball event at Nazareth 
Saturday.

“We should have played 
smarter,” senior guard Robyn 
Francis said.

The referees did not aid 
Lewis’ cause. Down just 33-
29 with 30.8 seconds to go, 
Chi La Bady came up with a 
steal at halfcourt that would 
have started a fast break. The 
play was quickly negated by a 
technical foul on Patriots as-
sistant coach Frank Wilbeck 
for something he said to the 
officials. Lewis head coach 
Steve Tsai said he only heard 
Wilbeck instructing the team, 
if anything.

“I didn’t hear it,” Tsai said. 
“I didn’t hear anything at all. 
That was a big play because 
not only did they turn the ball 
over, but we had a fast break 
and going for a layup that 
would have cut it to two right 
there.”

While the play was certain-
ly important, Tsai lamented 
his team’s mistakes prior to 
that. Lewis, playing without 

injured star Sierra Green 
(thumb), committed 20 turn-
overs and did not score for 
four minutes in the fourth.

“We turned the ball over a 
lot,” Tsai said. “We weren’t re-
ally doing what we were sup-
posed to be doing. We always 
talk about the end, but there 
were so many things that we 
shouldn’t have even been in 
that situation.”

Francis scored 16 points 
and did her best to keep her 
team in the game. Lewis is 4-1 
without Green, who is expect-
ed to be back for their next 
game. The stretch has given 
players like Cassidy Khan, 
Dominique Williams and 
sophomore forward Sabrina 
Clement a chance to take on 
big roles.

Williams scored six 
points and Bady added four. 
Binghamton-bound guard 
McKayla Hernandez led St. 
Mary’s with 16 points and 
Tamina Cutignalo chipped in 
six. The Patriots limited St. 
John’s commit Jordan Agus-
tus to just two. The Gaels 
played without James Madi-
son signee Mei-Lyn Baustisa 
(ankle).

Lewis (11-3) feels being a 
little short-handed has been 
a good thing for the team be-
cause everyone will need to 
contribute if they are going to 
successfully defend its PSAL 
Class AA city title.

“It’s bad because no team 
wants to see their players be 
out,” Francis said. “It’s also 
good because it gives them 

that confidence that when she 
comes back, they don’t drop 
down and keep playing at 
the same level when she was 
gone.”

The Patriots did have a 

chance to tie the score with 
5.3 seconds left, but had to go 
the length of the floor. The 
inbounds pass was stolen at 
halfcourt. To Tsai, it was an-
other example of poor execu-

tion.
“These are things that we 

work on,” Tsai said. “If we are 
not going to do it, we are just 
going to keep shooting our-
selves in the foot.”

Cassidy Khan (l.) tries to score in the paint for Francis Lewis in the Super Jam girls’ basketball event at 
Nazareth Saturday.  Photo by Jason Speakman

Turnovers doom Lewis against St. Mary’s
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†Lessee resp for opts., repairs, ins., maint., excess wear & use + $.20/mi. over 10K mi/yr. Prices/Pymts incl all costs to consumer except $895 bank fee + tax, title & DMV fees which are add’l & may be payable upon consummation. 
Closed end lease subj to Tier 1 credit apprvl. & may have residency restrictions. Destination fees add’l.*Subj to apprvl of prim lend srce. Dlr. not resp for type or photo errors. DMV#7111762. Must take delivery from dlr. stock by 1/31/15.

SHOWROOM HOURS: M-F 9am-9pm · Sat 9am-6pm · Sun 11am-5pm    SERVICE HOURS: M-W-F 7:30am-6pm · Tues & Thurs till 8pm · Sat 8am-4pm

AdvantageHondaNY.com

1260 Northern Blvd., Manhasset
855-433-8558

Kevin Sweeney 
and his staff  
are here ready 
to serve you.

Proud Member of the

‘12 Honda Civic LX 
Auto, Silver, Stk #M0049P, 25k mi.

$13,877

‘10 Honda Accord LX-P 
Auto, Gray, Stk #M0089P, 34k mi.

$13,977

‘11 Honda CR-V EX 
Auto, Silver, Stk #M0097P, 26k mi.

$20,229

‘11 Honda Pilot EX-L 
Auto, Gray, Stk #M0039P, 33k mi.

$25,885

Brand New 2015 Honda

CR-V
AWD LX

2015 Honda

ODYSSEY
LX

†††

$159

†

$207

MSRP:25,450
Due at signing: 1st mos. 
Payment + Tax, $2,015 
Down Payment, bank and 
dmv fees. No sec dep.

MSRP:29,855
Due at signing: 1st mos. 
Payment + Tax, $2,015 
Down Payment, bank and 
dmv fees. No sec dep.

LEASE PER MO. 
/39 MOS.

LEASE PER MO. 
/39 MOS.

LEASE PER MO. 
/39 MOS.

LEASE PER MO. 
/39 MOS.

5-Speed
Automatic

5-Speed
Automatic

6-Speed
Automatic

MSRP:20,110
Due at signing: 1st mos. 
Payment + Tax, $2,015 
Down Payment, bank and 
dmv fees. No sec dep.

2015 Honda

CIVIC
LX ††

$93

2015 Honda

PILOT
AWD LX ††

$188MSRP:32,350
Due at signing: 1st mos. 
Payment + Tax, $2,015 
Down Payment, bank and 
dmv fees. No sec dep.

0.9%
APR ****

FINANCING 
60 MOS.UP 

TO

MSRP: $29,240 
Due at signing: 1st mos. Payment + Tax, $2,015 Down 
Payment, bank and dmv fees. No sec dep. 

Brand New 2015 Honda

ACCORD 
EX-L

LEASE PER MO./39 MOS.

$182
†

Long Island’s Premier Honda Showcase

NEW Ownership!
Now 
Under 

CVT 
Automatic

CVT
Automatic
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Free throw shooting has 
not been St. John’s strong 
point the last two seasons. The 
Red Storm, however, has made 
them when it counted most. 
It is what made the misses by 
stars Aliyyah Handford and 
Danaejah Grant at the end of 
regulation against DePaul that 
much more surprising.

“When Danaejah is on the 
line and Alliyyah is on the 
line I expect them to close the 
game,” St. John’s coach Joe 
Tartamella said. “They have 
done that in their careers and 
they will do it again. Today, we 
just weren’t able to do that.”

Failure to seal the win in 
regulation led to an eventual 
84-75 loss to DePaul in a game 
for first place in the Big East 
women’s basketball standings 
Saturday afternoon at Car-
nesecca Arena.

St. John’s, which led by four 
with a minute to go, shot just 
2 of 6 at the free throw line in 
the final two minutes. Blue 
Devils star Brittany Hrynko 
(25 points) hit a three to cut 
the lead to 72-71 with 20 sec-
onds left in regulation of a re-
match of last year’s Big East 
title game won by DePaul (13-
5, 5-1).

Grant (23 points) made the 
first of two free throws, but 
missed the second. Amber 
Thompson was called for a 
foul on the rebound. DePaul’s 
Brooke Schulte made both 
of her shots from the charity 
stripe to tie the score at 73-73 
with 17 second left.

Handford’s final three-
point attempt was no good and 
the teams headed to overtime. 
DePaul outscored the Red 
Storm 11-2 in the extra session. 
St. John’s shot 6 of 16 from the 

free throw line for the game.
“As much as we practice 

them and we shoot on the 
floor, it is just situational,” 
Grant said of the free throw 
misses. “Some games we’re 
on, some games we are off. It 
just comes with the day.”

This game included a 
pretty electric atmosphere in 
Queens thanks to it being field 
trip day. All the kids resulted 
in an energetic crowd of 5,602, 
the first sellout of a women’s 
basketball game in St. John’s 
history. It beats the crowd of 
5,018 that saw St. John’s top 
USF on Feb. 8, 2012.

“It’s a great thing to have 
that big crowd,” Handford said. 
“It provided a lot of energy.”

It appeared the fans were 
going to be treated to another 
Red Storm win after a su-
perb play by Handford, who 
scored a team-high 25 points 
and grabbed seven rebounds. 
She made a leaping steal of a 
Hrynko pass at the top of the 
key. Handford picked it up 
and got the basket and the foul 
down the other end. The three-
point play gave St. John’s (13-4, 
4-2) a 67-65 lead with 3:33 to go 
in the game after DePaul lead 
much of the second half.

The Blue Demons, who hit 
12 three-pointers in the game, 

did not let the game get away 
from them.

“After St. John’s put them-
selves in position to steal the 
game from us,” DePaul coach 
Doug Bruno said, “we did steal 
it. We stole it back.”

The Red Storm, who 
bounced back with a 67-52 
win over Marquette Sunday, 
missed a chanced to grab a 
home victory over the defend-
ing conference champions and 
have lost three straight in the 
budding rivalry with the Blue 
Demons. They get another 
crack at them in Chicago Feb. 
15.

“DePaul is a great pro-
gram,” Grant said. “When we 
meet them next time hopefully 
it will end different.”

A
rchbishop Molloy’s most 
trying portion of the sea-
son will make it better 
for its most important 

part of the season.
The Stanners girls’ basket-

ball team started the year 8-1 
and garnered a national rank-
ing with wins over defending 
state Federation Class AA 
champions Long Island Luther-
an and upstate power Ossin-
ing. Molloy has been seriously 
shorthanded since then.

Quinnipiac-bound wing 
Aryn McClure was suspended 
for key league games against 
Christ the King and Bishop 
Loughlin after being ejected 
from the win over Lutheran. 
Starting guard Kathryn Gib-
son has missed five games 
with a left knee injury. She and 

Queens College-bound guard 
Emer Moloney (ankle), who 
missed one game, are out until 
at least February.

“It’s a big challenge,” Mc-
Clure said. “Other people have 
to step up. This should be a big 
time for our team to see if we 
break down or if we prevail.”

Molloy has still fared well 
despite the injuries. It has gone 
3-2 during that stretch, includ-
ing a gutty 50-43 overtime vic-
tory over Staten Island Acad-
emy Saturday during the Super 
Jam at Nazareth. It lost to both 
Christ the King and Loughlin 
at home, but fell by just four 
points to the Lions with both 
McClure and Gibson out of the 
lineup.

“It’s a little bit good for us,” 
Molloy coach Scott Lagas said. 
“We are going to have to fight 
through adversity and the girls 
are going to have to figure it 
out. It will only make us better 
when it comes time for Febru-
ary and the playoff run.”

McClure’s importance was 
evident against SIA. She scored 
12 of her 20 points in the fourth 
quarter and overtime and had 

14 points from the free throw 
line. McClure missed a layup, 
stole the ball immediately back 
and made two free throws with 
15.2 seconds left to regulation to 
tie the scored at 40.

“She put the team on her 
back,” said Queens College-
bound guard Kaitlyn Mahon, 
who scored seven points.

The adversity has also al-
lowed new players to emerge 
and others to step into bigger 
roles. Moloney really picked up 
her scoring and energy until 
she got hurt and shooter Taylor 
Kurs, who had 11 points against 
Staten Island Academy, has 
also emerged. 

While it is easy to see the 
impact that three starters out 
of the lineup would have on 
your offense, Lagas feels it has 
hurt their defense the most. 
Moloney is the team’s top pe-
rimeter defender and McClure 
its best inside presence.

All of it is teaching the Stan-
ners to overcome having things 
missing from their arsenal. 
It should leave them better 
equipped and battle hardened 
when it is time to make a run 
at a diocesan and CHSAA state 
title.

“It’s always about March 
for us,” Lagas said. “It’s about 
continuing to survive through 
this tough stretch of adversity 
with missing players and hope-
fully getting everyone back on 
the same page by for the stretch 
run in March.”

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Molloy's Kaitlin Mahon (r.) drives 
to the basket against Staten Island 
Academy. Photo by Steve Solomonson

St john's Danaejah Grant (l.), 
seen here playing against UConn, 
scored 23 points in a loss to DePaul 
Friday. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Stanners learning from adversity

SJU stumbles late against DePaul

Brunson was not needed 
against Woolands. By halftime, 
the Hilltoppers’ lead would 
grow as large as 27-7. Wood-
lands was out of the contest at 
that point and Mary Louis (5-5) 
cruised to victory.

“We worked hard on our 
rebounding and passing in 
practice,” Arbitello said. “I told 
them that we could run as many 
offensives sets as we want, but 
if we cannot do the little things 
we are not going to win games. 
I think they really understood 
that and came out today and 
played really strong.”

Mary Louis has recently got 
back one of it key players and 
leaders. Senior guard Kadijah 
Dickson returned earlier this 
month from a torn ACL She is 
coming off the bench right now, 
but is a big boost for TMLA.

“We are working on getting 
her more and more minutes 
each game,” Arbitello said. “She 
played more minutes than she 
thought she would tonight, but 
it worked to her advantage and 
our advantage in this game.”

The Hilltoppers have a tough 
four-game stretch coming up 
against some of their division’s 
toughest opponents. They will 
play two games against Lough-
lin, one against Molloy, and one 
against Christ the King.

“I feel like if we keep work-
ing hard and playing like a 
team we will be fine versus 
these teams,” Morgan said.

Hilltoppers
Continued from Page 53

Bishop was honored before 
the game for scoring his 1,000th 
career point for Holy Cross. He 
currently stands seventh all-
time for the Knights with 1,107.

Forward Gerald Buncum 
got in early foul trouble, leav-
ing the Knights to rely on 
junior Yannic Williams. He 
picked up the slack and more 
as he made every shot hard for 
Xaverian’s big men and scored 
seven points.

“Yannic has been doing re-
ally well in practice,” Tarpey 
said. “He was really aggressive 
tonight and finished well at the 
basket. He had a huge stretch 
for us tonight.”

It was just the start to a big 
and emotional win for Holy 
Cross.

“We executed down the 
stretch and with Christian hit-
ting that shot with hands in 
his face at the buzzer,” Tarpey 
said. “You can’t write a better 
script.”

Holy Cross
Continued from Page 53

Some games 
we’re on, some 

games we are off. 
It just comes with 

the day.
St. John’s junior 

Danaejah Grant on free 
throw struggles
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Weisbrod addressed the 
expected opposition to develop-
ment during his speech to the 
Citizens Budget Commission. 

“We understand why neigh-
borhoods are resistant to in-
creased density, they’re wary 
of it, concerned about gentri-

fication,” he said. “We want to 
be sure the capital investments 
are there when increased den-
sity occurs.” 

He listed schools, parks and 
open spaces, enhanced tran-
sit, streetscape improvements, 
libraries and cultural institu-
tions as “all of the amenities 
that healthy neighborhoods 
need and that’s what ground-up 
planning is all about.”

“While I recognize our re-
sponsibility to house the city’s 
homeless population, I am still 
deeply concerned about this 
particular shelter,” he said. 
“The responsibility of local 
leadership is to find solutions 
that respect all, take care of 
those in need while consider-

ing what’s best for the neigh-
borhood. An adequate location 
for a shelter would need to have 
rooms that are large enough, 
nearby services, and a security 
plan that helps keep residents 
safe on a consistent basis. WIN 
has not or will not demonstrate 
to this community that they are 
able to handle those needs here 
at a location that is far from 
schools, parks, transportation 
and healthcare. The families 

that live there deserve more 
than a roof over their head. 
That’s why I asked that DHS 
reconsider the approval of this 
contract at the Westway.”

The Mayor’s Office of Con-
tract Services and the DHS are 
expected to announce their de-
cision regarding the proposed 
contract sometime in Febru-
ary.

the city, which is why we’ve 
collaborated with the MTA on 
projects like significantly in-
creasing the speed and ease of 
bus service to LaGuardia Air-
port. We welcome the governor 
and the state considering new 
transit investments in the city, 
and look forward to working 
with them.”

Cuomo did not say how the 
land would be obtained and was 
not ready to produce a timeline, 
but an aide suggested the whole 
project could be finished in five 
years. 

“We need a couple of months 
to work up the design and then 
have some real estimates as to 
how long it will take,” Cuomo 
said, adding that he  would 
also like the state to investigate 
the use of high-speed ferries to 
LaGuardia and Kennedy air-
ports.

In a joint statement, Port 
Authority Executive Director 
Patrick Foye and MTA Chair-
man Thomas Prendergast said 
their agencies were working 
closely to establish the scope, 
schedule and management of 
the LaGuardia AirTrain. “Gov. 
Cuomo has offered a clear vi-
sion and strong call for the 
transportation infrastructure 
that is absolutely essential for 
the New York region to com-
pete in the global economy,” 
they said.

Borough President Melinda 
Katz was named by Cuomo to a 
seven-member advisory panel 
composed of business, real es-

tate and planning experts to 
help choose the final design. 

“It’s a good thing for Queens 
and it’s been a long time com-
ing,” Katz said.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) agreed saying, 
“Building an elevated AirTrain 
to LaGuardia Airport would be 
a huge boon for Queens (that 
can) make public transporta-
tion more attractive to those 
traveling to and from LaGuar-
dia, and it would expand the po-
tential of the No. 7 train and the 
Long Island Rail Road. It also 
stands to reduce congestion, 
promote tourism and stimulate 
the borough’s economy.”

That was also the aim of the 
governor’s other proposal, rais-
ing the minimum wage to $11.50 
per hour in New York City. Cuo-
mo said the rate would be $1 per 
hour more than his proposed 
statewide minimum wage of 
$10.50 because of the high cost 
of living in the five boroughs.

If the increase from the 
current statewide rate of $8.75 
were implemented, it would 
mark the first time that the city 
would have a different mini-
mum wage than the rest of the 
state.

 “The New York City market 
is arguably the most expensive 
market in the United States of 
America,” Cuomo said. “It is 
much more expensive than oth-
er parts of the state, so it makes 
sense to me to have a two-tiered 
minimum wage.”

The governor’s proposal will 
likely face strong opposition in 
the Republican-controlled state 
Senate.

It took a few hours to iden-
tify the victim,  30-year-old Tah-
meed Ahmad of East Elmhurst. 
Ahmad graduated from the 
elite Stuyvesant High School in 
2003 with honors in chemistry,  
earned a letter in football and 
went to City College on a schol-
arship. He also had been on the 
FBI’s terrorist watch list for 
more than a decade.

In October 2007, Ahmad 
single-handedly tried to attack 
Homestead Air Reserve Base 
outside Miami. He reportedly 
yelled “Death to America” as 
he rushed the gates of the base, 
armed with two buther knives 
he had just bought at a Walmart 
and two bottles of vodka he in-
tended to use as Molotov cock-
tails.  

After he was arrested, Ah-
mad told the FBI that he was 
trying to commit “suicide by 
cop,”  according to an affidavit 
written by the FBI agent who 
interrogated him. 

Born in Kuwait, Ahmad was 
a naturalized U.S. citizen — and 
he had been in and out of mental 
care facilities for several years. 
He was charged with assaulting 
a federal officer, which carries a 
20-year prison term. But Ahmad 
was never convicted.

“The assistant U.S. attornery 
assigned to the case and the 
judge all agreed from the facts 

of the case that he was mentally 
ill,” said his former lawyer, Wil-
liam Tunkey. “There weren’t 
even any arguments present-
ed.” 

The judge declared Ahmad 
mentally unfit to stand trial 
and ordered him committed to 
a federal psychiatric hospital in 
Butner, N.C., next to the prison 
hospital where Wall Street 
scammer Bernard Maddof is 
serving a 150-year sentence. 

Eventually, Ahmad was re-
leased in late 2010 under strict 
parole conditions. A math teach-
er at Miami Central High School 
when he was arrested, Ahmad 
was barred from working with 
children, traveling without the 
consent of his parole officer and 
drinking or taking drugs — 
which, as a practicing Muslim, 
he never did anyway, he told the 
court. 

Technically, his case is still 
open.

Ahmad moved back to East 
Elmhurst with his mother to 
a two-story rowhouse just off 
Northern Boulevard, reconnect-
ed with friends from Stuyvesant 
and got to know the young play-
ers on the school’s football team 
-- who call themselves Peglegs — 
according to his Facebook page. 
As his favorite slogan, he listed 
a line from John Wooden, the 
legendary basketball coach of 
UCLA famed for his inspiration-
al pep talks: “Success is never 
final, failure is never fatal. It’s 
courage that counts.” 

Then in September, Ahmad  
surfaced again — writing to the 
Florida judge who had presided 
over his case, Federico Moreno. 
He asked that the terms of his 
release be modified — or better 
yet, terminated. 

“I have a come a long way in 
growing as a person and demon-
strating maturity,” he wrote. “I 
would like to return to my pas-
sion, coaching football.” 

Judge Moreno, who in the 
intervening years had become 
chief judge of the Southern Flor-
ida district, took three months 
to make a decision. He turned 
down the request. 

“In this day and age, that 
wasn’t going to happen,” Tun-
key said. Ahmad got the bad 
news Jan. 15, the lawyer said.

Three days later, the young 
man went online and booked a 
room on Airbnb, the Internet 
service that connects people 
who want to rent rooms in their 
apartment to tourists. He rented 
a room, according to police, 
in a 32nd-floor apartment in 
building called the Court Plaza 
in Kew Gardens. The ad (now 
pulled) said the room had a 
balcony. Shortly after checking 
in on Sunday afternoon, in the 
midst of a driving rain storm, 
police say he leapt.

“I have the very strong feel-
ing Tahmeed felt he was never 
going to get away from what hap-
pened in Florida,” Tunkey said. 
“His life became impossible and 
there was no escape.”

Continued from Page 1 

Suicide
Continued from Page 1 

Cuomo

Continued from Page 6 

Zoning
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Westway

as the Q25LTD and Q34 on Kis-
sena and Parsons boulevards 
were described as long and 
slow, affecting roughly 68,000 
daily raiders. The agencies also 
formed a Community Advisory 
Committee to offer guidance on 
the project. 

But in a letter dated Jan. 8 to 
DOT Commissioner Polly Trot-
tenberg and MTA President 
Carmen Bianco, 11 Queens law-
makers expressed support for 
the proposal. 

MTA spokesman Kevin Or-
tiz said SBS would connect two 

of Queens’ busiest business dis-
tricts and bring more custom-
ers to area businesses. 

“Councilman Lancman’s 
specific concerns regarding 
dedicated bus lanes show a fun-
damental lack of understand-
ing of the benefits of SBS and 
depriving 48,000 daily bus cus-
tomers of faster, more reliable 
service would simply be uncon-
scionable,” Ortiz said.

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic 
(D-Fresh Meadows) hailed the 
proposal as good for riders.

“Bus rapid transit is a cost-
effective and achievable transit 
solution that would provide bet-
ter service to riders while im-
proving safety for drivers and 

pedestrians,” she said.
John Raskin, executive di-

rector of Riders Alliance, said 
bus riders have been eagerly 
awaiting better service. 

“The evidence shows that 
these improvements make the 
streets safer for pedestrians, 
help bus riders get to their des-
tination faster and it doesn’t 
have a negative impact on traf-
fic flow for everybody else,” 
Raskin said.

The DOT and the MTA were 
scheduled to host a form this 
week at Townsend Harris HS 
in Flushing to discuss the first 
round of designs for the Q44-
Main Street corridor.

Bus route
Continued from Page 2 

“We are encouraged to see 
that the hard work and perse-
verance of the Sutphin Boule-
vard BID has been recognized 
by the city; their commitment 
to serve Jamaica and its sur-
rounding communities is a ben-
efit to all who frequent and live 
in the area. It is my hope that 
the Sutphin BID serves as an 
inspiration for local business,” 
Miller said.

The project has three phas-
es: the first phase from January 
to March will hire the architec-
tural firm and take applications 
from the businesses that want 
to participate; the second phase 
will take place from April to 
June when awardees will sign 
contracts, an architectural firm 
and design will be selected, and 
construction will begin; and the 
third phase will end in Decem-
ber when construction will be 
completed and marketing for 
a new downtown Jamaica will 
continue for the next year. 

Jamaica
Continued from Page 2 
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Astoria 
43-32 Ditmars Blvd
Astoria, NY 11105
718-726-MATH
Parking Available

Bayside 
43-17 Bell Blvd

Bayside, NY 11361
718-747-MATH

Forest Hills 
108-14 72nd Ave

Forest Hills, NY 11375
718-544-MATH
Offering First Steps  

Program for  
4-6 year olds!

www.mathnasium.com

Get ready. Get set.
Get ahead.
 Now enrolling.

Math 
Enrichment

Test
Prep

Homework
Help

Math
Help

At Mathnasium, we help kids in 1st-12th 
grade reach their potential in math by 
teaching in a way that makes sense to 
them. Kids leap way ahead – whether they 
started out far behind or already ahead in 
math. We make math make sense.


