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BY JUAN SOTO

The idea to legalize basement 
apartments in the borough and the 
rest of the city is not sitting well 
with several civic and community 
associations in the borough.

First it was Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio, who resurrected the conver-
sion idea as part of his affordable 
housing units plan to add 200,000 
units in the next 10 years. And re-
cently, Borough President Melinda 
Katz, who supports the measure, 
considered the plan to create new 
zoning districts for basement and 
cellar apartments. 

At a news conference days be-
fore she delivered her State of the 
Borough Address Jan. 22, Katz 
said that “illegal conversions lack 
safety.” She said it was necessary 
for these converted spaces below 
ground to be safe.

Those who oppose the idea 
pointed out that fires in these units 
had proven to be deadly, and that 
increasing the capacity in single- 
and two-family districts overbur-
den the schools, the sewage system 
and garbage collections.       

The Bayside Hills Civic As-

BY BILL PARRY
 
When Capt. John Travaglia 

took command of the 108th Pre-
cinct in December, he began to re-

view the squad’s unsolved crimes. 
The October 2012 murder of Lou 
Rispoli, a prominent gay activist 
from Woodside, stood out.

“I know it is solvable,” Trava-

glia said. “There are multiple 
people who observed the assault 
of Mr. Rispoli. They know exactly 
who assaulted Mr. Rispoli. They 
are out there and they are find-

able. I know it.”
The 62-year-old Rispoli went 

out for a late night walk on Oct. 
20, 2012. A witness told investiga-
tors that Rispoli was struck in the 
back of the head with an unknown 
object after leaving a light-colored 
sports car with three other white 
men in their 20s at the corner of 
41st Street and 43rd Avenue in 
Sunnyside, 10 blocks from his 
home.

Residents in the apartments 
at 41-00 43rd St. said the noise of 
the impact was so hard it sounded 
like a gunshot. Rispoli died five 
days later.

The NYPD said the vehicle in 
question was a late-model sports 
car with extra bright lights and a 
loud muffler. There was no video 
of the attack, but the NYPD re-
leased sketches of two of the three 
attackers based on witnesses de-
scriptions.

There have been no arrests 
and the case is not closed. 

“I am looking to make people 
aware that we are still interested 
in this case,” Travaglia said, add-
ing that anyone with information 
should call 1-800-577-TIPS.

Mark Horn, a spokesman for 
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BY MICHAEL SHAIN

O’Neill’s Restaurant, 
the fabled Irish eatery and 
sports bar in Maspeth, 
raised $140,000 — and may-
be as much as $200,000 — at 
a block-busting benefit for 
the St. Jude’s Children’s 
Research Hospital over the 

weekend.
More than 1,300 people 

paid $100 each to attend the 
fund-raiser, lured by the 
chance to the get an auto-
graph and pose for a selfie 
with a dozen New York 
sports legends. 

Owner George O’Neill 
used the uncharacteristic 

(for him) word “grand” to 
describe the first-of-a-kind 
benefit at his bustling bar 
at 64-21 53rd Drive. “A grand 
event,”  he dubbed the star-
studded, daylong party for 
the famous hospital in Cali-
fornia. 

Among the athletes who 
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BY JUAN SOTO

With the bill to ban horse-carriage drivers ex-
pected for a vote sometime next summer in the 
City Council, the pressure is mounting on Queens 
lawmakers to support legislation pushed directly 
from the mayor’s office.

Basement apts.
swiftly rejected
by boro civics

Rispoli murder case still active
108th Precinct searching for suspects in slaying of gay activist from Woodside

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 10 Continued on Page 9

O'Neill's regulars raise a glass at 
the bar at the big-money benefit.  

Photo by Michael Shain

The unsolved 2012 murder of Lou Rispoli, a prominent gay activiist in Woodside, is now a priority case, says the new com-
manding officer of the 108th Precinct, Mark Horn, (c.) a friend of Rispoli, and Rispoli’s husband, Danyal Lawson, appear at a 
rally in activist’s memory shortly after the brutal crime. 

O’Neill’s stands up for St. Jude’sPressure mounts on electeds 
to ban horse-drawn carriages
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Charlotte’s        
 Web

Theatreworks' Charlotte’s 
Web is based on E.B. White's 
beloved story of the beautiful 
and moving friendship between 
a pig named Wilbur and a little 
gray spider named Charlotte. 
This treasured tale, featuring 
madcap and endearing farm 
animals, explores bravery, self-
less love, and the true meaning 
of friendship. 
February 8th 1pm & 3pm
Tickets: $14 
Member price: $12.60
Box Office: (718) 760-0064
www.queenstheatre.orgSponsored by Queens Center Mall

BY BILL PARRY

Another mom-and- pop shop in Asto-
ria has closed its doors for the final time. 
Square Hardware, a staple on Ditmars 
Boulevard for nearly 60 years, went out of 
business this week as the neighborhood 
continues to change.

“These types of stores are a part of the 
past,” owner Tomas Orama said. “It’s more 
about a changing culture than anything 
else. People don’t own their own homes 
anymore and those that do own don’t live 
in them anymore. They’re absentee land-
lords and if their tenants need something 
fixed, they hire a contractor down at the 
Home Depot. Nobody does work on their 
own homes anymore.”

Barbara Lavelle has lived upstairs for 
43 years and spends most afternoons hang-
ing out in Orama’s store. 

“So much has changed on Ditmars over 
the years.  It used to be all families and the 
houses were kept differently,” she said. 
“Everyone had their own gardens with 
grapevines. It was really quite lovely.”

Orama agreed saying, “When I started 
working here in 1980, we sold a full line of 
Scotts fertilizer. I bought the business in 
‘81 and I noticed things began changing in 
2005 when it seemed everyone in the neigh-
borhood were renters. It all became so 
transient. Not that I’m knocking Astoria, 
no, no, no. Astoria has been great to me, I 
love these people. They just don’t need an 
old-fashioned hardware store.”

With the lease up in February, Tomas 
and his wife Nilsa, decided to move on. 
“There was no discussion with the land-
lord about the rent, but let’s face it, rent 
never goes down now, does it?”

The 56-year-old decided it was time to 
close up shop and finally have the hip re-
placement he has been putting off for over 
four years. The pain began the same time 
he let four workers go because the store had 
fallen on hard times.

“I had to let them go and run the place by 
myself, six sometimes seven days a week.  
That’s when the pain began. I guess it was 
punishment,” Orama said.

His wife Nilsa is pleased that he will fi-
nally have the surgery. “He’s been in pain 
for such a long time,” she said. “We’re going 
to miss the neighborhood. There was a time 
when this store meant everything to every-
body. Now it’s all changed.”

The couple’s two sons have grown up, 
which makes things easier.

 “I got them both through college, so now 
it’s time for me to relax a bit,” Thomas said. 
“Maybe now I can actually go and see what 
Central Park looks like on a weekday morn-
ing.”

Orama was interrupted by a young 
woman named Corinne, who was looking 
for a piece of wood to be resized for one of 

her apartment windows. 
“When can I pick this up? Corinne 

asked.
“You’ll have to wait while you do it be-

cause we’re closing, we’re going out of busi-
ness,” Orama said.

“That makes me sad,” Corinne said. 
“I’m sad because it doesn’t feel much like a 
neighborhood anymore.”

Orama finished resizing the piece of 
wood and refused any payment while wish-
ing his customer good luck in the future.

“People will miss his touch and his 
willingness to teach his customers what 
he knows,” his wife said. “We’ll get his hip 
fixed and we’ll see what happens. You never 
know, we might come back and open up a 
smaller shop. We’ll see what happens.

For now, Square Hardware is closed af-
ter nearly 60 years on Ditmars. 

“We’ll be alright,” Tomas said. “And 
remember, nobody chased me out, nobody 
threw me out. It’s just time to take care of 
myself.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail at 
bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Tomas Orama closes Square Hardware after 
nearly 60 years on Ditmars Boulevard in Astoria. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Ditmars hardware 
ends a 60-year run
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BY BILL PARRY

Catherine Nolan’s hat is in the 
ring. The longtime Democratic 
assemblywoman representing 
the Ridgewood area announced 
Wednesday she is in the running 
to replace banished Assembly 
Speaker Sheldon Silver  (D-Man-
hattan) in an election to be held 
Feb. 10.

“I am formally announcing my 
candidacy for speaker of the New 
York State Assembly,” Nolan said 
in a statement. “In my 30-year as-
sembly career I have conducted 
myself with honesty and integ-
rity. Serving the people of New 
York state has been my only job 
- whether it be my own constitu-
ents, schoolchildren or working 
men and women in our state. It 
will continue to be my only job.”

The leadership of the Assembly 
has been in a state of flux since 
Silver, the speaker since 1994, was 
arrested on federal corruption 
charges Jan. 22. His leadership is 
expected to end Monday after two 
decades. Silver said he will keep 
his legislative seat representing 
Manhattan’s Lower East Side. He 
was first elected to the Assembly 
in 1976.

In announcing the indictment, 
U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara said, 
“For many years, New Yorkers 
have asked the question: How 
could Speaker Silver, one of the 
most powerful men in all of New 

York, earn millions of dollars in 
outside income without deeply 
compromising his ability to hon-
estly serve his constituents? To-
day we provided the answer: He 
didn’t.”

Democratic Majority Leader 
Joseph Morelle of Rochester is ex-
pected to take over as speaker on 
an interim basis.

Nolan, who heads the Educa-
tion Committee and has chaired 

other major committees during 
her tenure, believes she could re-
store order in Albany.

“I have extensive experience 
working with constituencies 
from all over the state, and I have 
indeed ushered many propos-
als through both the budget pro-
cess and the legislative process,” 
said. Nolan, who is close to Silver. 
“Whether the issue is education, 
labor, mass transit or women’s is-
sues, I have been at the forefront 
of the process.”

Other members who have an-
nounced bids for the leadership 
role include Morelle, Joseph Len-
tol of Brooklyn, Carl Heastie of 
the Bronx and Keith Wright of 
Manhattan. 

“Lost in the names that have 
been mentioned as potential can-
didates for speaker is that of a 
woman,” she said. “A woman has 
never served as speaker of the 
Assembly. The press has written 
extensively and derisively about 
the sexual harassment cases that 
have occurred in the Legislature 
over the last few years. It is time 
for that ‘culture’ to end once and 
for all. I am committed to doing 
just that.”

Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan is announcing her candidacy for Speaker as Sheldon Silver steps down in disgrace.

Nolan running for Assembly speaker
Ridgewood lawmaker hopes to replace Silver, who will relinquish leadership post held since ‘94

BY MADINA TOURE

Residents and community lead-
ers criticized the setup and tone 
of a forum in Kew Gardens Hills 
hosted by the MTA and the city 
Department of Transportation 
on their proposal for a Select Bus 
Service between Flushing and Ja-
maica.

About 100 community members 
crammed into Townsend Harris 
HS’s third floor library to learn 
more about the plan to build SBS 
on Main Street, Kissena and Par-
sons boulevards and 164th Street 
and voice their opinions on the 
proposal.

The forum featured displays 
in which MTA representatives 
walked residents through the pro-
posal, along with workstations 
designed to get feedback from the 
community. 

City Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Fresh Meadows), state 
Assemblyman Michael Simanow-

itz (D-Flushing) and DOT Com-
missioner Polly Trottenberg were 
all interrupted at least once when 

they spoke. 
Yakov Serle, president of Yaak-

ov Serle Advertising and publisher 
of the Queens Jewish Link, said 
the forum made the project seem 
like a “done deal.” He also said it 
was Lancman and Simanowitz 
who alerted the community to the 
forum. 

“We were not helped by the DOT 
in any fashion and now our com-
munity knows about it and we see 
a picture plan that looks like it’s a 
done deal,” Serle said. “We want to 
know what we can do about it.

Trottenberg noted that more 
people came to the forum than an-
ticipated and emphasized that the 
proposal was not set in stone.

“We want to get your input,” 
Trottenberg said.

The goal of the forum was to 
give the community more informa-
tion about the proposal, said Eric 
Beaton, DOT’s director of transit 
development.

He said the agency would come 

up with a plan based on what resi-
dents and community leaders have 
suggested as well as a traffic anal-
ysis determining where buses are 
really slow.

“We’ll come back to the commu-
nity in forums to the community 
board, to the civic association and 
present a plan that we think might 
meet their desires and then we’ll 
get back feedback and we’ll make 
changes based on that,” Beaton 
said.

Lancman and Simanowitz, who 
are opposed to the project, urged 
residents to speak up.

“This is your opportunity to 
share with them your position in 
the format that they have set up,” 
Lancman said to a thunder of ap-
plause. “I think it’s fair to say that 
the vast majority of the people in 
this room share the views of Mike 
and myself.”

Simanowitz said the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority and 
the DOT should be given credit for 

providing some type of setting for 
a discussion.

“They do care and they want to 
hear from us and I think the turn-
out here is important,” Simanow-
itz said. “While the makeup of this 
meeting I don’t think is the best 
way to have a dialogue and a con-
versation, it certainly is a way to 
do it.”

Kew Gardens Hills resident 
Debbie Becker, 61, said she is 
against the project.

“We use Main Street to get to 
the Van Wyck Expressway,” Beck-
er said. “As it is, it’s a bottleneck on 
Union Turnpike. It’s not going to 
be possible to get to the highway.”

Brooklyn resident Pedro Val-
dez Rivera, a member of the Riders 
Alliance, a membership organiza-
tion of subway and bus riders in 
New York, said he used to take the 
Q44 bus.

The MTA and the DOT hosted a fo-
rum to explain the Select Bus Service 
proposal to the public. 

Photo by Madina Toure

WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM

Flushing-Jamaica bus plan draws mixed review
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Katz shares her vision
Delivers State of the Borough address to packed house

BY BILL PARRY

Borough President Me-
linda Katz delivered a new 
slogan during her first State 
of the Borough Address on 
Jan. 22. “If it’s good for fami-
lies, it’s good for Queens,” 
Katz repeated throughout 
her speech to a packed audi-
ence at Colden Auditorium 
at Queens College.

As elected officials, civic 
officials and invited guests 
began to fill the 2,100 seats, 
a slide show projected posi-
tive images of her leader-
ship along with an upbeat 
soundtrack including “Ain’t 
No Stopping Us Now,” the 
1979 classic by McFadden & 
Whitehead. Katz went on to 
state her case for Queens be-
ing a borough on the move.

From reorganizing and 
reforming the Queens Li-
brary after its removal of 
President Tom Galante to 
celebrating the twin an-
niversaries of the 1964 and 
1939 World’s Fairs, includ-
ing her work with the mayor 
and the City Council to raise 
millions for the renovation 
of the New York State Pa-
vilion that has fallen into 
disrepair after “years of 
neglect and disinvestment.”. 
 Katz spoke of tourism and 
the travel magazine The 
Lonely Planet designating 
Queens as the top destina-
tion in the United States 

this year along with MSN-
Money, Conde’ Nast Trav-
eler, TimeOut New York and 
Streeteasy.com all agreeing 
that Queens is hot and on 
the move.

“We don’t have to claim 
to be the center of the uni-
verse, but we are without 
a doubt the intersection of 
the world,” Katz said. She 
cited the borough’s cultural 
diversity. Of the 2.2 million 
residents, nearly half were 
born outside the United 
States.

“Both new arrivals and 
long-established families 
create the communities 
which make it uniquely at-
tractive, for visitors and 
investors alike,” Katz said. 
“And like generations be-
fore them, they come here 
to work hard and raise their 
children as Americans.”

She spoke of job creation 
and Kennedy and LaGuar-
dia airports as engines of 
economic growth, but she 
said there are challenges 
ahead, including affordable 
housing. Katz urged the city 
Housing Authority to create 
2,500 public housing units in 
the coming year, up from a 
proposed 750 citywide.  She 
called for more universal 
pre-K locations, more Gifted 
& Talented programs, more 
investment in higher edu-
cation, especially in CUNY 
and she noted, at great 

length, how she is no fan of 
Common Core. 

“It’s not common core, 
it’s more like a common 
problem,” she said.

Katz boasted that Queens 
has some of the best school 
districts in the entire city. 

“It’s remarkable because 
our school districts rank 
among the highest over-
crowding rates across the 
city,” she said. “Some of our 
schools are at over 200 per-
cent capacity. Yet despite 
this, our schools manage to 
boast some of the highest 
graduation rates and lowest 
dropout rates.”

There was a moment of 
controversy when the bor-
ough president voiced her 
opposition to term limits for 
community board members 
despite the presence of the 
City Council legislation’s 
main sponsor in the audi-
ence. 

“I noticed most of the 
applause came from com-
munity board members 
sitting right up front.” City 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) said. “I 
believe in term limits and I 
think it’s important that we 
do it because the power that 
community boards have 
needs to be limited. It’s a 
good-government issue and 
changing things up brings 
good results. Just look at Al-
bany.”

After the speech, constitutents hung around to get their pictures taken with Borough President 
Melinda Katz.   Photo by Michael Shain
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Last week we selected our fi nal resting place.
Now we’re living life to the fullest.

Please mail to:NAME _______________________
ADDRESS ____________________
                  ____________________
PHONE ______________________
EMAIL _______________________

As indicated, please call/send me my FREE packet. 
I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.

I am interested in:

www.ccbklyn.org
Mausoleum Space        Traditional Graves/Cremation Graves/Niches

NYP 2/1/15

MOUNT ST. MARY CEMETERY

BY JUAN SOTO

Mayor Bill de Blasio nominated 
Little Neck resident Wellington 
Chen, former Flushing’s Commu-
nity Board 7 member, to become a 
member of the Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission.

Chen, the first Chinese Ameri-
can to serve on a community board 
in Queens, will be part of the agency 
responsible for protecting the city’s 
“architecturally, historically and 
culturally significant buildings and 
sites by granting them landmark or 
historic district status,” according 
to the mayor’s office.    

Once a structure or a site gets the 
protection, the places are then regu-
lated by the Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission. 

Chen was also a member of the 
board of directors of the Queens 
Botanical Garden. As an architect 
he worked with the famous Chinese-
American architect I.M. Pei, who 
designed, among others projects, the 
Roosevelt Field Mall in Garden City, 

the Four Season Hotel in Manhat-
tan, and the Kips Bay Plaza in Man-
hattan.  

The newest member of the Land-
marks Preservation Commission 

graduated from John Bowne High 
School in Flushing, and since 2006, 
has been the executive director of 
the Chinatown Partnership Local 
Development Corporation. 

He was active in his community 
board on which he served 13 years, 
and in 2003, he was named Busi-
nessman of the Year by the Queens 
Chamber of Commerce.  De Blasio 
submitted Chen’s nomination to the 
City Council for advice and consent, 
a step required by the City Charter.

A resident of Little Neck, Chen 
was born in Taiwan and has lived in 
Singapore, Hong Kong and Brazil. 
After moving to the United States as 
an adolescent, he grew up in Flush-
ing and lived in East Elmhurst for 
a brief period of time. He graduated 
from the School of Architecture and 
Environmental Studies at City Col-
lege. 

Chen was born in Taiwan and 
has lived in Singapore, Hong Kong 
and Brazil. After moving to the 
United States as a teenager, he was 
raised in 

BY MADINA TOURE

In December, the unem-
ployment rate declined in 
Queens, the New York State 
Labor Department reported. 

The jobless rate in Decem-
ber was 5.7 percent, down 
from 5.9 percent in Novem-
ber, , according to Jim Brown, 
a labor market analyst for the 
Labor Department.  

Queens’ December unem-
ployment rate was consider-
ably higher at 6.7 percent in 
December 2013.

New York City’s unem-
ployment numbers remained 
the same in December, at 6.3 
percent, the lowest level since 
October 2008. 

In December, the num-
ber of private sector jobs in 
New York state increased 
by 30,100, or 0.4 percent, to 
7,638,200. 

The state’s economy has 
added 535,600 private sector 
jobs and seen employment 
growth in 41 of the last 48 

months since the start of Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s adminis-
tration, the department said. 
This period included 22 con-
secutive months of private 
sector job growth. 

The statewide unemploy-
ment rate dropped to 5.8 per-
cent from 5.9 percent in De-
cember, its lowest point since 
September 2008, according to 
preliminary figures released 
by the Labor Department.

“In December 2014, New 
York state’s economy expe-
rienced its largest monthly 
private sector job gain in two 
years and outpaced the na-
tion,” said Bohdan Wynnyk, 
deputy director of the Divi-
sion of Research and Statis-
tics. “In addition, the state’s 
unemployment rate contin-
ued its recent downward 
trend in December.”

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

WELLINGTON CHEN

Queens jobless rate 
drops in December

Little Neck’s Wellington Chen named 
to post at Landmarks Preservation
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BY JUAN SOTO

U.S. Deputy Secretary 
of Labor Chris Lu came to 
Bayside Friday evening to 
tour job training programs 
at Queensborough Com-
munity College.

He first watched closely 
how a 3-D printer replicat-
ed a hand at the Engineer-
ing Technology lab. Then 
he had a chance to explore 
the school’s third-floor Vir-
tual Hospital.

After the visit, Lu 
summed up in one word 
what he just saw: “Impres-
sive.” 

The high-ranking offi-
cial said immediately fol-
lowing the tour that these 
academic centers “prepare 
students for 21st century 
jobs.”

Lu pointed out that col-
lege students “can go from 
these training facilities 
straight to get a job” in the 
market.

He said the Bayside cam-
pus is part of the Obama’s 
administration “$2 billion 
federal investment effort to 
transform community col-
leges across the country.”

Lu added, “Queensbor-
ough Community College 
is a leading example of this 
effort and their advanced 
training facilities are help-
ing to prepare the local 
workforce for high-demand 
jobs in the healthcare and 
advanced manufacturing 
industries.”

The Virtual Hospital 
and the Advanced Manu-
facturing for Economic De-
velopment, which focuses 
on 3-D printing, received 
a $11.5 million grant from 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
CUNY 2020 Awards, a pro-
gram that offers funding to 
CUNY schools to promote 
economic development and 
academic excellence.

Students learn to use 
3-D printers and computer 
drafting software, which 
enable manufacturers to 
produce items and parts 
currently made in other 

countries.
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 

(D-Flushing) also toured 
the Bayside campus, with 
the college’s president, Di-
ane Call.   

“Our kids will probably 
laugh some day at these 
machines,” Meng told Lu 
while watching demonstra-
tions at the 3-D lab.

Call was delighted about 
the visit. 

“I am extremely proud 
that they [Lu and Chung] 
have chosen to recognize 
Queensborough for its in-
novative ideas and leader-

ship, which provide current 
and prospective students 
the education to pursue 
promising careers in fields 
so important economically 
to New York City, and es-
pecially to the borough of 
Queens.”

During the visit, Stu 
Asser, professor and chair-
man of the Engineering 
Technologies program, 
showed Lu and Meng Ip-
hone soft cases produced at 
the 3-D lab. 

“What takes time is to 
design the things,” Asser 
said.  

Feds fete 3-D printer
U.S. Labor’s Chris Lu impressed with training at QCC   

U.S. Deputy Secretary Chris Lu and U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (c.) tour the Virtual Hospital at 
Queensborough Community College.    Photo by Juan Soto

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

As the rift between the 
Police Department and city 
leaders subsided after the 
fatal shooting of two police 
officers, city officials, com-
munity leaders, and NYPD 
representatives participat-
ed in a community meeting 
hosted by U.S. Rep. Caro-
lyn Maloney (D-Astoria) at 
Queensbridge Houses in 
Long Island City Saturday. 

The purpose of the meet-
ing was to bolster the rela-
tionship between the NYPD 
and public housing resi-
dents in western Queens, 
Maloney said.  She was 
joined by Deputy Inspector 
Kevin Maloney of the 114th 
Precinct; Capt. Mark Sim-
mons of Police Service Area 
9, a police initiative for more 
vigilance in high crime ar-
eas; Marian Jeffries, presi-
dent of the Astoria NAACP 
chapter; tenant association 
leaders from Queensbridge, 

Ravenswood, Astoria and 
Woodside Houses and com-
munity leaders at the Riis 
Settlement House. 

“For the past six months 
we have witnessed very 
disturbing unrest between 
communities around the na-
tion, from Ferguson, Ohio 
to South Carolina,” the con-
gresswoman said. “We have 
seen some peaceful protests 
and unfortunately some not-
so-peaceful protests. People 
want to be heard, they want 
to feel safe, and they want to 
be respected. In light of that, 
I have called this meeting to 
support each other.” 

Last year Mayor Bill de 
Blasio started a $210 million 
city initiative to decrease 
crime in the city’s housing 
developments, specifically 
targeting 15 projects that 
have had the highest crime 
rates, including the Queens-
bridge North and South 
housing developments. The 
15 NYCHA residences ac-

(From l.) Capt. Simmons speaks as Capt. Mullaney of the 114th 
Precinct, and Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney listen to address 
community ties between Queensbridge residents and the police in 
a meeting at Riis Settlement House. 

LIC cops join tenants 
in meet to better ties
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

BY BILL PARRY

State Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria) sent a letter to 
the City  Department of Transpor-
tation last week about the agency’s 
failure to implement planned safe-
ty improvements at a dangerous 
intersection in Astoria. 

The notorious crossway, where 
32nd Street meets the Grand Cen-
tral Parkway exit 45 ramp at Asto-
ria Boulevard North, is frequently 
a scene of vehicular chaos.  

“It’s one of the worst intersec-
tions in the United States, maybe 
even the world,” Community Board 
1 District Leader Lucille Hartmann 
said. Two lanes of traffic currently 
exiting the Grand Central Parkway 
and four lanes of traffic from Asto-
ria Boulevard North are controlled 
by the same traffic light. 

This creates a situation where 
vehicles are routinely forced to 
cross three, four and even five 
lanes of traffic to make the desired 
turn onto 31st Street. Accidents and 
near accidents at this location are 
routine according to the 114th Pre-

cinct.
“This intersection is dangerous 

and confusing,” Simotas said. “Mo-
torists from the area dread cross-
ing multiple lanes of traffic to get 
home and drivers new to the area 
have no idea how to get where they 
are going.”

In November 2013, Simotas 
met with Delila Hall, who was the 
Queens commissioner of the DOT 
before she was reassigned two 
weeks ago. They discussed pos-
sible solutions to the concerns of 
many in the community. In May, 
after months of study, DOT sub-
mitted its proposal to Community 
Board 1 and received approval to 
begin work on the intersection’s 
redesign.

The DOT proposed extending 
the median between Astoria Boule-
vard North and the Grand Central 
Parkway in order to separate local 
and express traffic. Vehicles trav-
eling west will no longer be able to 
turn left on 31st Street, while mo-
torists exiting the Grand Central 
will no longer be able to turn right 
on 31st Street.

Simotas said the approved safe-
ty measures have not been imple-
mented.

 “There is no good reason why 
residents and motorists should still 
be endangered at this intersection 

after DOT and the Community 
Board have agreed on what needs 
to be done,” Simotas said.

A DOT spokesman said the 
agency had only recently received 
Simotas’ letter and was still review-

ing the case. 

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-
mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Assemblywoman Aavella Simotas wants to know why the DOT has delayed redesigning a dangerous intersection in 
Astoria. Photo by Bill Parry

Simotas demands answers from DOT over delay
Astoria intersection at 32nd Street, Grand Central Parkway called dangerous and confusing



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
FE

B. 
1, 

20
15

8

BY MADINA TOURE

Transit advocacy groups and 
Queens lawmakers are calling on 
the MTA to consider additional 
options for funding its five-year 
capital plan after its board voted 
last week to increase the base fare 
on subways and buses from $2.50 
to $2.75, effective March 22. 

The Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority proposed a $32 bil-
lion, five-year capital-spending 
project, but MTA officials have 
not yet found a way to reduce a 
$15 billion budget gap. 

John Raskin, executive direc-
tor of the Riders Alliance, urged 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo and mem-
bers of the Legislature to act 
quickly.

“Paying for public transit with 
fare hikes is a regressive way to 
fund a public service that the en-
tire region relies on,” Raskin said 
in a statement. 

Gene Russianoff, from the 
transit advocacy group Strap-
hangers Campaign, called on city 
government to increase its fund-
ing for MTA’s capital plan.

“The city should be doing bet-

ter by the riding public,” Russian-
off said. 

The city’s contribution has 
been running at $100 million a 
year for most years since 1982, he 

added. 
Veronica Vanterpool, ex-

ecutive director of the Tri-State 
Transportation Campaign, said 
the organization did not oppose 
the fare hikes. 

But she said every two years, 
transit riders are faced with fare 
increases between 4 percent and 
7.5 percent. Other funding part-
ners, including the state Legisla-
ture, need to contribute more to 
the system, she said. 

”Transit riders continue to 
be the beneficiary that is pay-
ing their share while some of the 
other funding partners are not,” 
Vanterpool said. 

City Councilman Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens), a member 
of the Council’s transportation 
committee, agreed. 

“The MTA, I think, is serious 
that they do need more money, 
but it shouldn’t be funded on the 
backs of straphangers,” Weprin 
said. “It should be spread through-
out the region through a program 
that funds the MTA capital plan 
and other MTA budget needs.”

City Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria), also a 

member of the Transportation 
Committee, echoed similar senti-
ments.

“We need to be looking at ways 
to get more cars off the road by in-
creasing usage of public transit,” 
Constantinides said in a state-
ment. 

At the MTA board meeting 
Jan. 22, opposition to the fare 
hike from public speakers and 
dissident board members was 
muted. They focused more on the 
need to close the $15 billion gap 
— created by  major projects and 
overhauling the transit systems  
— in the capital plan to avoid fare 
increases.

Suggestions included putting 
pressure on the city to provide 
more money, which former Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg opposed. 

City Department of Transpor-
tation Commissioner Polly Trot-
tenberg, a new board member, 
said the city would step up its ef-
forts.

“We’re ready to do our part,” 
Trottenberg said.

The board also voted to in-
crease the fare for the popular 
30-day MetroCard from $112 to 

$115.50, a $4.50 increase. The sev-
en-day MetroCard will increase 
from $30 to $31, and the bonus for 
the per-ride will increase from 5 
percent to 11 percent. 

Straphangers will have to add 
at least $5.50 to the MetroCard be-
fore they get the bonus. The 5 per-
cent bonus currently starts with 
$5 additions to the card.

“Our financial plan assumes 
modest biennial fare and toll in-
creases, and the board has cho-
sen options with lower increases 
for our most frequent customers,” 
MTA Chairman Thomas Pren-
dergast said.

The changes represent a 4 per-
cent increase in fares and tolls 
over the next two years. The MTA 
has cut $1.1 billion from its yearly 
spending, with more cuts planned 
every year to bring yearly savings 
to $1.6 billion by 2016.

Reach reporter Madina Toure 
by e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4566.

Among the capital improvements the 
MTA wants is a new “contactless” fare 
system that will allow passengers to 
pay with a wave of their cell phones — 
as shown here in the Tokyo subways. 

AP

Fare hikes not enough to reduce budget gap

WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM

WEDDINGS  ANNIVERSARIES  BIRTHDAYS  SHOWERS 

PRIVATE FACILITIES FOR BUSINESS MEETINGS AND PERSONAL FUNCTIONS

ACCOMMODATE UP TO 250 PEOPLE

OPEN FOR 40 YEARS  SPECIALS EVERY DAY  TWO PARTY ROOMS 

YOUR HOST MR. CID 
FORMERLY OF THE SPANISH PAVILLION

Spanish Elegance

PRIVATE ROOM  
UP TO 300 PEOPLE

HARP PLAYER  
FRIDAY TO SUNDAY

VALENTINE’S DAY IS FOR LOVERS
ENJOY ROMANTIC DINING & DANCING IN THE  

COSTA DEL SOL BALLROOM FROM 7PM-12AM

Cocktail Hour  Chocolate Fountain  Continuous Open Bar

Continuous Buffet including our Best Signature Dishes 

Enjoy Our Mouth-Watering Desserts 

Continuous Dancing to the Music of the Unique & Well-Known ‘D.J. Los’

DINING ROOM SPECIAL 
VALENTINE DINNER

A La Carte from Our Menu  

Reservations Required
REDUCED MENU

220-33 NORTHERN BLVD  
BAYSIDE, NY 11361 
Contact@Marbella-Restaurant.com

www.Marbella-Restaurant.com 

R E S TAU R ANT  &  CATE R I N G

RESERVE YOUR SPACE TODAY FOR EITHER DINNER & DANCING  
OR A LA CARTE DINING ROOM DINNER

PER PERSON  
+TAX & TIP

Reservations with  
$25 pp Deposit

Superb Spanish Cuisine from Spain & Continental Cuisine
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

sociation is one of the asso-
ciations fighting to prevent 
widespread basement living 
from becoming a reality. 
The group disagrees with 
new zoning regulations be-
ing proposed to legalize 
these apartments. 

“A basement is no place 
for someone to live,” said 
Michael Feiner, presi-
dent of the civic group. 
“Zoning regulations are 
in place for a reason.”
Yolanda Gallagher, of the 
Fresh Meadows Homeowen-
ers Civic Association, said 
her organization also oppos-
es these conversions. 

“It’s just very unhealthy 
to live in a basement,” Gal-
lagher said. “This is just a 
bad idea, a very bad idea.”

She noted that basement 
apartments do not have good 
ventilation, and most of 
them have very small win-
dows. “It’s just dangerous to 
live in them,” she said.

The Queens Civic Con-
gress, an umbrella organi-
zation representing more 
than 100 civic and condo 
groups in the borough, is 
against the legalization of 
basements “due to life safe-
ty, fire, congestion, school 
overcrowding, crime and 
overuse of city infrastruc-
ture, such as water treat-
ment, sewage and transpor-
tation facilities.”

The organizations added, 
“We believe that most small 
homes with basements were 
not built for occupancy be-
low grade.”

In a letter sent by Rich-
ard Hellenbrecht, the former 
president of the Queens Civ-
ic Congress, to de Blasio, he 
noted “legalization of illegal 
residences would encourage 
creation of new basements, 
cellar apartments leading 
to significant overdevelop-
ment.”

But Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst), agrees with 
Katz’s and de Blasio’s plan 
to legalize basements and 
cellars.   

“Overcrowding and over-
development are a challenge 
in Corona and the outerbor-
oughs today,” Ferreras said. 
“If basement apartments are 
brought up to code, apart-

ments that are already in use 
in many homes, it would ad-
dress this shortage of hous-
ing while eliminating many 
threats those unregulated 
apartments pose to families 
in our community.”

She added, “Done right, 
it would be an innovative, 
sensible solution.” 

And Basements Apart-
ments Safe for Everyone, a 
coalition that favors adding 
accessory dwellings to the 
city’s zoning code, said last 
year that creating a new 
zoning category would im-
prove an unaffordable hous-
ing market.     

Researchers said Queens 
has the most unregulated 
housing in the city. A report 

sat for hours signing auto-
graphs were the New York 
Rangers’ Brian Leetch, 
Adam Graves, Mike Rich-
ter and Rod Gilbert; former 
Knicks greats John Starks 
and Anthony Mason; and 
Queens native (and former 
Boston Celtics star) Kenny 
Anderson. 

For nearly 30 years, 
O’Neill has used his restau-
rant for an annual fund-rais-
er around Christmastime to 
aid the families of New York 
City cops who died in the 
line of duty. But this was the 

first time he has sponsored 
one for St. Jude’s.

“And this was, I’m 
pretty sure, the biggest one 
he’s ever done,” said Nick 
D’Arienzo, who helped put 
together the event.

A kitchen fire in 2011 
nearly ended O’Neill’s, 
where the Mets partied in 
1986 when they won the 
World Series.  And at any 
time during the season 
when they aren’t on the 
road, a New York Ranger or 
two is likely hanging out. 
It took two years to rebuild 
the place, virtually from 
the walls out.  And, in some 
measure, the sheer size and 
scope of the fund-raiser 
was proof that O’Neill’s has 

made a comeback.
Huge white banquet tents 

were erected in the middle 
of the pie-shaped intersec-
tion of 53rd Drive and 64th 
Street, giving the event a 
street-fair look. Community 
Affairs cops from the 108th 
precinct made sure passing 
traffic gave the benefit-goers 
plenty of room to party. 

The tents, bar and two 
dining rooms were packed 
pretty much from the mo-
ment the place opened at 1 
p.m. 

“We had a whole second 
wave of people show up at 4,”  
D’Arienzo  said. “The place 
didn’t empty out until when 
we closed.”

Continued from Page 1 

Basements

Continued from Page 1 

O’Neill’s

Queens residents gathered last summer to protest the idea of le-
galizing basement apartments. 



QU
EE

NS
 W

EE
KL

Y, 
FE

B. 
1, 

20
15

10

Rispoli’s husband, Danyal 
Lawson, said, “I’m glad he’s 
interested in finding these 
people and I hope some-
thing comes of it. People 
have been out there trying 
to get these people to come 
forward with information.  
Of course, there is still a 
$25,000 reward and that 
could generate some inter-
est, too.”

Meanwhile, two police 
officers from the 108th 
Precinct were honored last 
week at City Hall for saving 
the life of a LaGuardia Com-
munity College professor in 
December. Bruce Brooks, a 
professor of art and design, 
had just finished his final 
classes after a 40-year ca-
reer, when he collapsed and 
hit the pavement outside the 
Long Island City campus.

Officer William Cal-
darera and his partner, 
Officer Corey Sarro, were 
conducting a routine pa-
trol past the school when 
they spotted a crowd that 
had gathered around the 
66-year-old Brooks. He had 

suffered a major heart at-
tack and was lying motion-
less on the ground. Caldare-
ra was the first to reach the 
professor and found that 
there was no pulse nor was 
Brooks breathing. Sarro 
began administering chest 
compressions and a public 
safety officer provided a de-
fibrillator.

After two shocks from 
the machine, Brooks’ pulse 
returned and he began to 
breathe on his own.

Brooks has been in re-
covery since undergoing 
a triple bypass operation 

the day after Christmas 
and was planning to attend 
the 108th Precinct Council 
meeting in Sunnyside Tues-
day, but it was canceled be-
cause of the snowstorm. 

“I was going to meet the 
two officers at the meeting 
and present them with two 
plaques I had made for them 
after they brought me back 
from the brink,” Brooks 
said. “If they don’t resched-
ule the meeting, I’ll just try 
to meet them at the station 
house and thank them for 
what they did.”

Continued from Page 1 

Rispoli
NYCLASS, the animal 

rights group behind the 
bill, is mailing daily graph-
ic postcards to the lawmak-
ers until the legislation is 
passed.

“We expect the bill to 
be passed and the horse-
carriage drivers will be a 
thing of the past,” said Al-
lie Feldman, executive di-
rector of NYCLASS. “This 
is long overdo.”

Feldman told Times 
Ledger Newspapers that 
the group has about 7,000 
cards signed by New York-
ers “who want to see an 
end to this inhumane in-
dustry.”

But some council mem-
bers said they will oppose 
the bill until there is a clear 
alternative in place for the 
industry workers.

“I am not going to get 
rid of an industry that 
brings tourism dollars and 
jobs to the city,” said Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens). “If we base a deci-
sion on public opinion, I get 
six letters of support for the 

industry per each postcard 
I received.”

Northeast Queens is 
home to many of the car-
riage drivers in the indus-
try.

Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) said his office 
has received about 12 post-
cards in the past week.

“NYCLASS has waged 
a long and aggressive 
campaign to get this bill 
passed,” Koo said. “This is 
just simply another tool at 
their disposal in order to 
build support for the legis-
lation.”

He is still undecided.
In recent weeks, the 

animal-rights group 
launched several cam-
paigns seeking to amass 
support for the bill, in-
cluding TV commercials 
and an ad blitz organized 
in collaboration with 
the People for the Ethical 
Treatments of Animals in 
which the groups targeted 
Council members by in-
stalling giant posters in 
the bus stops near their 
district offices. The ads fea-
tured a horse that died in a 
Manhattan street in 2011.

“We also have volun-

teers picketing in the five 
boroughs” near council-
men offices, Feldman said. 
“We will be out there until 
the bill is passed. We will 
not stop organizing.”

The graphic postcards 
being sent read, “Carriage 
horses deserve better than 
a life of nose-to-tailpipe 
misery on congested Mid-
town streets... I respectful-
ly urge you to support the 
legislation that will retire 
the horses to loving adop-
tion homes.”

Councilwoman Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills) 
got about 15 cards in the 
mail last week. She said 
she opposes the bill.

Sources close to the 
councilwoman said she 
visited the stables where 
the horses are lodged “and 
believes they are treated 
well, which is her most im-
portant concern.”

They said as long as the 
animals are treated well, 
“she will continue” to op-
pose the bill.

Continued from Page 1 

Horsecards

The new commanding officer of the 108th Precinct reminds resi-
dents that the search for suspects in Lou Rispoli's 2012 murder 
continues.

VISIT US AT
TIMESLEDGER.COM
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