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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Neighbors and family 
friends created a small make-
shift memorial decorated with 
flowers, ribbons, and teddy 
bears in front of the home 
where three female members of 
a family in Rosedale were shot 
to death by the man who lived 
with them and left his 12-year-
old daughter fighting for her 
life, police said..

The gunman was Jonathan 
Walker, 34, who fled the scene 
and was later found dead of a 
self-inflicted gunshot wound 
in his car seven miles away, au-
thorities said.

The victims were identified 
as Walker’s partner, Shanti 
Hale,  a 31-year-old woman; her 
62-year-old mother, Viola War-
ren; and his 7-year-old daughter 
Kayla Walker, police said. All 
three were pronounced dead 
at the scene, police said. The 
shootings occurred about 5:40 
a.m. on Saturday morning near 
231st Street and 148th Avenue.

The nostalgic bright, yellow 
crime scene tape that sealed 
off the dead-end home told 
the story of violence suffered 
and lost lives but was soon 
replaced by the memorial. In 
sharp contrast, Shanti Hale’s 
and Jonathan Walker’s Face-
book profiles painted a picture 
of two parents who loved their 
daughters.  

Days before the incident, 
Hale shared pictures of lunch 
with both her daughters and her 

BY JUAN SOTO

The decision by the Metro-
politan Transit Authority to 
shut down the subway system 
for the first time in its 110-year 
history because of a snowstorm 
is being questioned as elected 
officials defended the move.  

Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s or-
der to close public transpor-
tation in New York came as 
a surprise to New Yorkers, 
and a subway advocacy group 
questioned if state authorities 
studied any alternatives to the 
drastic measure. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio did not 
second guess the decision, but 
he was not pleased with the 
short notice given by Cuomo’s 
office about the shutdown.

“I think it was a very big 
move and certainly something 
we would have liked to have 
had some more dialogue on,” 
de Blasio said. 

The mayor’s office said de 
Blasio found out about the im-
portant decision about 30 min-
utes before Cuomo announced 
it at an early Tuesday evening 
news conference.

At the end, what had been 

billed as a historic blizzard for  
New York City turned out to be 
a regular winter storm. 

In the meantime, the 
NYPIRG Straphanger Cam-
paign, the subway advocacy 
group, said halting subway and 
buses inconveniences millions 
and harms the city’s economy. 

“Closing the entire city 
transit system is a very strong 
step,” Gene Russianoff,  chief 
spokesman for the Straphang-
ers Campaign, said. “But as we 
saw in the case of Superstorm 
Sandy, it can be the right thing 
to do.”

The MTA suspended sub-
way service from 11 p.m. Mon-
day until 9 a.m. Tuesday. 

Russianoff pointed out that 
“in the wake of past extraor-
dinary events, from storms 
to derailments, both the MTA 
and its outside monitors have 
conducted detailed reviews. To 
its credit, the MTA has treated 
these crises as an opportunity 
for improvement.”

He raised several issues, 
including whether the MTA 
has a protocol similar to the 
one that calls for service shut-
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 (From l.) Shane Lee, Andrew Kolarzh, Jason Lee, Nicholas Ugliarloro, Gianni Ugliarloro, Joseph Kolarzh and Joseph Ugliarloro hit the sidewalks of 
Middle Village right after the storm looking for work shoveling out homeowners. More photos on Page 40.  Photo by Michael Shain
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

As the rift between the 
Police Department and city 
leaders subsided after the 
fatal shooting of two police 
officers, city officials, com-
munity leaders, and NYPD 
representatives participated 
in a community meeting host-
ed by U.S. Rep. Carolyn Malo-
ney (D-Astoria) at Queens-
bridge Houses in Long Island 
City Saturday. 

The purpose of the meet-
ing was to bolster the rela-
tionship between the NYPD 
and public housing residents 
in western Queens, Malo-
ney said.  She was joined by 
Deputy Inspector Kevin Ma-
loney of the 114th Precinct; 
Capt. Mark Simmons of Po-
lice Service Area 9, a police 
initiative for more vigilance 
in high crime areas; Mar-
ian Jeffries, president of the 
Astoria NAACP chapter; ten-
ant association leaders from 
Queensbridge, Ravenswood, 
Astoria and Woodside Houses 
and community leaders at the 
Riis Settlement House. 

“For the past six months 
we have witnessed very 
disturbing unrest between 
communities around the na-
tion, from Ferguson, Ohio 
to South Carolina,” the con-
gresswoman said. “We have 

seen some peaceful protests 
and unfortunately some not-
so-peaceful protests. People 
want to be heard, they want 
to feel safe, and they want to 
be respected. In light of that, 
I have called this meeting to 
support each other.” 

Last year Mayor Bill de 
Blasio started a $210 million 
city initiative to decrease 
crime in the city’s housing de-
velopments, specifically tar-
geting 15 projects that have 
had the highest crime rates, 
including the Queensbridge 
North and South housing de-
velopments. The 15 NYCHA 
residences account for 17 
percent of all violent crimes 
within public housing, ac-
cording to the City Council’s 
Public Housing Committee.  

Since the initiative began, 
Queensbridge has received 15 
light towers, the most in all 
the housing developments in 
the city. Queensbridge Houses 
is the largest public housing 
development in the country 
with 3,147 apartments serv-
ing a total population of 6,731 
according to the New York 
City Housing Association.

“We are a family and I 
gotta commend Captain Sim-
mons and PSA 9 because of 
the hard work that they do 
and the 114th, we love ya’ll, 
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BY BILL PARRY
 
When Capt. John Travaglia 

took command of the 108th Pre-
cinct in December, he began to 
review the squad’s unsolved 
crimes. The October 2012 mur-
der of Lou Rispoli, a prominent 
gay activist from Woodside, 
stood out.

“I know it is solvable,” 
Travaglia said. “There are 
multiple people who observed 
the assault of Mr. Rispoli. They 
know exactly who assaulted 
Mr. Rispoli. They are out there 
and they are findable. I know 
it.”

The 62-year-old Rispoli went 
out for a late night walk on Oct. 
20, 2012. A witness told investi-
gators that Rispoli was struck 
in the back of the head with an 
unknown object after leaving 
a light-colored sports car with 
three other white men in their 
20s at the corner of 41st Street 
and 43rd Avenue in Sunnyside, 
10 blocks from his home.

Residents in the apart-
ments at 41-00 43rd St. said 
the noise of the impact was so 
hard it sounded like a gunshot. 
Rispoli died five days later.

The NYPD said the vehicle 
in question was a late-model 
sports car with extra bright 
lights and a loud muffler. 
There was no video of the at-
tack, but the NYPD released 
sketches of two of the three 
attackers based on witnesses 
descriptions.

There have been no arrests 
and the case is not closed. 

“I am looking to make 
people aware that we are still 
interested in this case,” Trava-
glia said, adding that anyone 
with information should call 
1-800-577-TIPS.

Mark Horn, a spokesman 
for Rispoli’s husband, Danyal 
Lawson, said, “I’m glad he’s in-
terested in finding these people 
and I hope something comes of 
it. People have been out there 

trying to get these people to 
come forward with informa-
tion.  Of course, there is still a 
$25,000 reward and that could 
generate some interest, too.”

Meanwhile, two police of-
ficers from the 108th Precinct 
were honored last week at City 
Hall for saving the life of a La-
Guardia Community College 
professor in December. Bruce 
Brooks, a professor of art and 
design, had just finished his 
final classes after a 40-year ca-
reer, when he collapsed and hit 
the pavement outside the Long 
Island City campus.

Officer William Caldarera 
and his partner, Officer Corey 
Sarro, were conducting a rou-
tine patrol past the school 
when they spotted a crowd 
that had gathered around the 
66-year-old Brooks. He had 
suffered a major heart attack 
and was lying motionless on 
the ground. Caldarera was 
the first to reach the professor 
and found that there was no 
pulse nor was Brooks breath-
ing. Sarro began administer-
ing chest compressions and a 
public safety officer provided a 
defibrillator.

After two shocks from the 

machine, Brooks’ pulse re-
turned and he began to breathe 
on his own.

Brooks has been in recov-
ery since undergoing a triple 
bypass operation the day after 
Christmas and was planning 
to attend the 108th Precinct 
Council meeting in Sunnyside 
Tuesday, but it was canceled 
because of the snowstorm. 

“I was going to meet the 
two officers at the meeting and 
present them with two plaques 
I had made for them after they 
brought me back from the 
brink,” Brooks said. “If they 
don’t reschedule the meeting, 
I’ll just try to meet them at the 
station house and thank them 
for what they did.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer honored Officers Cal-
darera and Sarro with proc-
lamations at the City Hall 
ceremony Jan. 22. “I could not 
be any prouder of these two of-
ficers,” Travaglia said. “They 
are not my officers, I just su-
pervise them. They are your 
police and they are just two of 
the many officers that perform 
extraordinary acts everyday 
in New York City.”

Continued on Page 7

(From l.) Capt. Simmons speaks as Capt. Mullaney of the 114th Precinct, 
and Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney listen to address community 
ties between Queensbridge residents and the police in a meeting at 
Riis Settlement House. 

The new commanding officer of the 108th Precinct reminds residents 
that the search for suspects in Lou Rispoli's 2012 murder continues.

LIC cops join tenants 
in meet to better ties

Rispoli case reviewed
Suspects in 2012 Sunnyside murder still being sought
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BY MICHAEL SHAIN

O’Neill’s Restaurant, the fa-
bled Irish eatery and sports bar 
in Maspeth, raised $140,000 — 
and maybe as much as $200,000 
— at a block-busting benefit for 
the St. Jude’s Children’s Re-
search Hospital over the week-
end.

More than 1,300 people paid 
$100 each to attend the fund-
raiser, lured by the chance to 
the get an autograph and pose 
for a selfie with a dozen New 
York sports legends. 

Owner George O’Neill used 
the uncharacteristic (for him) 
word “grand” to describe the 
first-of-a-kind benefit at his 
bustling bar at 64-21 53rd Drive. 
“A grand event,”  he dubbed the 
star-studded, daylong party for 
the famous hospital in Califor-
nia. 

Among the athletes who sat 
for hours signing autographs 
were the New York Rangers’ 
Brian Leetch, Adam Graves, 
Mike Richter and Rod Gilbert; 
former Knicks greats John 
Starks and Anthony Mason; 

and Queens native (and former 
Boston Celtics star) Kenny An-
derson. 

For nearly 30 years, O’Neill 
has used his restaurant for an 

annual fund-raiser around 
Christmastime to aid the fami-
lies of New York City cops who 
died in the line of duty. But this 
was the first time he has spon-

sored one for St. Jude’s.
“And this was, I’m pretty 

sure, the biggest one he’s ever 
done,” said Nick D’Arienzo, who 
helped put together the event.

A kitchen fire in 2011 nearly 
ended O’Neill’s, where the Mets 
partied in 1986 when they won 
the World Series.  And at any 
time during the season when 
they aren’t on the road, a New 
York Ranger or two is likely 
hanging out. It took two years 
to rebuild the place, virtually 
from the walls out.  And, in 
some measure, the sheer size 
and scope of the fund-raiser 
was proof that O’Neill’s has 
made a comeback.

Huge white banquet tents 
were erected in the middle of 
the pie-shaped intersection of 
53rd Drive and 64th Street, giv-
ing the event a street-fair look. 
Community Affairs cops from 
the 108th precinct made sure 
passing traffic gave the benefit-
goers plenty of room to party. 

The tents, bar and two din-
ing rooms were packed pretty 
much from the moment the 
place opened at 1 p.m. 

“We had a whole second 
wave of people show up at 4,”  
D’Arienzo  said. “The place 
didn’t empty out until when we 
closed.”

New York Rangers great Brian Leetch (c.) makes a memory for young Peter McAdams of Glendale and his 
father (r.) at O'Neill's Restaurant. The Maspeth landmark threw a big money party for St. Jude's Children's 
Hospital over the weekend that raised nearly $150,000.   Photo by Michael Shain

O’Neill’s steps up to the plate for charity
Professional sports legends join cause to raise money for St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The monthly meeting for 
Community Board 12 in St. 
Albans started off the new 
year with the goal of push-
ing forward with new ideas 
that will help improve com-
munity life while police and 
resident tensions simmer 
in minority neighborhoods 
across the city.

“Our theme is P.R.E.S.S; 
perseverance, resolve, excel-
lence, strength, and steady. 
We must press ahead and fol-
low through - we must press,” 
said Community Board 12 
Chairwoman Adrienne Ad-
ams before welcoming City 
Councilman Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest) to the podium.

The death of Eric Gard-
ner, who died while getting 
arrested in a chokehold posi-
tion by a detective in Staten 
Island, was the catalyst for a 

change in policing methods 
after protests rocked the city 
streets.  Lancman undertook 
the cause to present a legisla-
tive bill that would criminal-
ize the use of the chokehold as 
the public debate continued 
on the relationship between 
minority communities and 
the NYPD.

A month following the 
burial of two police officers 
who were shot in a targeted 
killing in Brooklyn, Lanc-
man has begun to address 
issues surrounding his bill to 
outlaw the use of chokeholds 
by police.  He has spoken h 
community leaders in order 
to gain support for the legis-
lation.  

“The bodies of the brave 
policemen have been laid to 
rest and now is the time to 
move forward with policing 

BY JUAN SOTO

With the bill to ban horse-
carriage drivers expected for 
a vote sometime next summer 
in the City Council, the pres-
sure is mounting on Queens 
lawmakers to support legisla-
tion pushed directly from the 
mayor’s office.

NYCLASS, the animal 
rights group behind the bill, 
is mailing daily graphic post-
cards to the lawmakers until 
the legislation is passed.

“We expect the bill to be 
passed and the horse-carriage 
drivers will be a thing of the 
past,” said Allie Feldman, ex-
ecutive director of NYCLASS. 
“This is long overdo.”

Feldman told Times Led-
ger Newspapers that the group 
has about 7,000 cards signed by 
New Yorkers “who want to see 
an end to this inhumane indus-

try.”
But some council members 

said they will oppose the bill 
until there is a clear alterna-
tive in place for the industry 
workers.

“I am not going to get rid of 
an industry that brings tour-
ism dollars and jobs to the city,” 
said Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 

Gardens). “If we base a decision 
on public opinion, I get six let-
ters of support for the industry 
per each postcard I received.”

Northeast Queens is home 
to many of the carriage drivers 
in the industry.

Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) said his office has 
received about 12 postcards in 
the past week.

“NYCLASS has waged a 
long and aggressive campaign 
to get this bill passed,” Koo 
said. “This is just simply an-
other tool at their disposal in 
order to build support for the 
legislation.”

He is still undecided.
In recent weeks, the an-

imal-rights group launched 
several campaigns seeking to 
amass support for the bill, in-
cluding TV commercials and 
an ad blitz organized in collab-

BY BILL PARRY

Catherine Nolan’s hat is in 
the ring. The longtime Demo-
cratic assemblywoman repre-
senting the Ridgewood area 
announced Wednesday she is 
in the running to replace ban-
ished Assembly Speaker Shel-
don Silver  (D-Manhattan) in 
an election to be held Feb. 10.

“I am formally announcing 
my candidacy for speaker of 
the New York State Assembly,” 
Nolan said in a statement. “In 
my 30-year assembly career I 
have conducted myself with 
honesty and integrity. Serving 
the people of New York state 
has been my only job - wheth-
er it be my own constituents, 
schoolchildren or working 
men and women in our state. 
It will continue to be my only 
job.”

The leadership of the As-
sembly has been in a state of 
flux since Silver, the speaker 
since 1994, was arrested on fed-
eral corruption charges Jan. 
22. His leadership is expected 
to end Monday after two de-
cades. Silver said he will keep 
his legislative seat represent-

ing Manhattan’s Lower East 
Side. He was first elected to 
the Assembly in 1976.

In announcing the indict-
ment, U.S. Attorney Preet Bha-
rara said, “For many years, 

New Yorkers have asked the 
question: How could Speaker 
Silver, one of the most power-
ful men in all of New York, 
earn millions of dollars in 
outside income without deeply 

compromising his ability to 
honestly serve his constitu-
ents? Today we provided the 
answer: He didn’t.”

Democratic Majority Lead-
er Joseph Morelle of Roches-

ter is expected to take over as 
speaker on an interim basis.

Nolan, who heads the Edu-
cation Committee and has 
chaired other major commit-
tees during her tenure, be-
lieves she could restore order 
in Albany.

“I have extensive experi-
ence working with constituen-
cies from all over the state, and 
I have indeed ushered many 
proposals through both the 
budget process and the legisla-
tive process,” said. Nolan, who 
is close to Silver. “Whether the 
issue is education, labor, mass 
transit or women’s issues, I 
have been at the forefront of 
the process.”

Other members who have 
announced bids for the leader-
ship role include Morelle, Jo-
seph Lentol of Brooklyn, Carl 
Heastie of the Bronx and Keith 
Wright of Manhattan. 

“Lost in the names that 
have been mentioned as po-
tential candidates for speaker 
is that of a woman,” she said. 
“A woman has never served 
as speaker of the Assembly. 

NYCLASS is sending graphic post-
cards daily to lawmakers in hopes 
of gaining support for a  ban on 
horse-drawn carriages.    

Photo courtesy of NYCLASS

Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan is announcing her candidacy for Speaker as Sheldon Silver steps down in 
disgrace.

Nolan running for Assembly speaker
Ridgewood pol hopes to replace Silver, who will relinquish leadership post held since ‘94

Pressure mounts on electeds 
to ban horse-drawn carriages

Lancman seeks support 
for his bill on chokeholds

Continued on Page 16Continued on Page 25

Continued on Page 25
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BY BILL PARRY

Borough President Melinda 
Katz delivered a new slogan 
during her first State of the 
Borough Address on Jan. 22. 
“If it’s good for families, it’s 
good for Queens,” Katz repeat-
ed throughout her speech to a 
packed audience at Colden Au-
ditorium at Queens College.

As elected officials, civic 
officials and invited guests be-
gan to fill the 2,100 seats, a slide 
show projected positive images 
of her leadership along with an 
upbeat soundtrack including 
“Ain’t No Stopping Us Now,” 
the 1979 classic by McFadden 
& Whitehead. Katz went on to 
state her case for Queens being 
a borough on the move.

From reorganizing and re-
forming the Queens Library 
after its removal of President 
Tom Galante to celebrating the 
twin anniversaries of the 1964 
and 1939 World’s Fairs, includ-
ing her work with the mayor 
and the City Council to raise 
millions for the renovation of 
the New York State Pavilion 
that has fallen into disrepair af-
ter “years of neglect and disin-
vestment.”.  Katz spoke of tour-
ism and the travel magazine 
The Lonely Planet designating 
Queens as the top destination 
in the United States this year 
along with MSNMoney, Conde’ 
Nast Traveler, TimeOut New 

York and Streeteasy.com all 
agreeing that Queens is hot and 
on the move.

“We don’t have to claim to 
be the center of the universe, 
but we are without a doubt the 
intersection of the world,” Katz 
said. She cited the borough’s 
cultural diversity. Of the 2.2 
million residents, nearly half 
were born outside the United 
States.

“Both new arrivals and 
long-established families create 
the communities which make it 
uniquely attractive, for visitors 
and investors alike,” Katz said. 
“And like generations before 
them, they come here to work 
hard and raise their children 
as Americans.”

She spoke of job creation 

and Kennedy and LaGuardia 
airports as engines of economic 
growth, but she said there are 
challenges ahead, including 
affordable housing. Katz urged 
the city Housing Authority 
to create 2,500 public housing 
units in the coming year, up 
from a proposed 750 citywide. 
 She called for more universal 
pre-K locations, more Gifted & 
Talented programs, more in-
vestment in higher education, 
especially in CUNY and she 
noted, at great length, how she 
is no fan of Common Core. 

“It’s not common core, it’s 
more like a common problem,” 
she said.

Katz boasted that Queens 
has some of the best school dis-

BY MADINA TOURE

Queens’ lawmakers and 
school principals praised a 
new up-to-date school support 
system announced by City 
Schools Chancellor Carmen 
Fariña last week that would 
help struggling schools and in-
crease accountability. 

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights), 
who is also the chairman of 
the New York City Council’s 
Education Committee, said 
the reforms are in sync with 
the committee’s agenda. 

“Ensuring that schools — 
particularly ones that have 
historically struggled or serve 
high-needs communities — 
aren’t getting fewer resources 
just because of the support 
structure they happen to sign 

up for has also been a part of 
the Council’s education com-
mittee agenda for years now,” 
Dromm said in a statement. 

The reforms, which will 
go into effect during the 2015-

16 academic year, include 
combining the task of hiring 
principals and holding them 
accountable with the power 
to decide what resources and 
supports are given to strug-
gling schools. The superinten-
dents will now be in a position 
to provide support to turn 
schools around. 

The reforms will also in-
clude the replacement of the 55 
Children First Networks with 
seven geographically based 
Borough Field Support Cen-
ters. School principals will 
continue to control their bud-
gets as well as hiring processes 
and will remain independent 
across the system, with the ex-
ception of struggling schools. 

Back in 2009, when the 
state Legislature was renew-

BY MADINA TOURE

Transit advocacy groups 
and Queens lawmakers are 
calling on the MTA to con-
sider additional options for 
funding its five-year capital 
plan after its board voted 
last week to increase the 
base fare on subways and 
buses from $2.50 to $2.75, ef-
fective March 22. 

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority pro-
posed a $32 billion, five-year 
capital-spending project, 
but MTA officials have not 
yet found a way to reduce a 
$15 billion budget gap. 

John Raskin, executive 
director of the Riders Alli-
ance, urged Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo and members of the 
Legislature to act quickly.

“Paying for public tran-
sit with fare hikes is a re-
gressive way to fund a public 
service that the entire region 
relies on,” Raskin said in a 
statement. 

Gene Russianoff, from the 
transit advocacy group Strap-
hangers Campaign, called on 
city government to increase 
its funding for MTA’s capital 
plan.

“The city should be doing 
better by the riding public,” 
Russianoff said. 

The city’s contribution 
has been running at $100 
million a year for most years 
since 1982, he added. 

Veronica Vanterpool, ex-
ecutive director of the Tri-
State Transportation Cam-
paign, said the organization 
did not oppose the fare hikes. 

But she said every two 
years, transit riders are faced 
with fare increases between 
4 percent and 7.5 percent. 
Other funding partners, in-
cluding the state Legislature, 
need to contribute more to 
the system, she said. 

”Transit riders continue 
to be the beneficiary that 
is paying their share while 
some of the other funding 
partners are not,” Vanterpool 
said. 

City Councilman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens), a member of the Coun-
cil’s transportation commit-
tee, agreed. 

“The MTA, I think, is se-
rious that they do need more 
money, but it shouldn’t be 
funded on the backs of strap-
hangers,” Weprin said. “It 
should be spread throughout 

the region through a pro-
gram that funds the MTA 
capital plan and other MTA 
budget needs.”

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria), 
also a member of the Trans-
portation Committee, echoed 
similar sentiments.

“We need to be looking 
at ways to get more cars off 
the road by increasing usage 
of public transit,” Constan-
tinides said in a statement. 

At the MTA board meet-
ing Jan. 22, opposition to the 
fare hike from public speak-
ers and dissident board mem-
bers was muted. They focused 
more on the need to close the 
$15 billion gap — created by  
major projects and overhaul-
ing the transit systems  — in 
the capital plan to avoid fare 
increases.

Suggestions included put-
ting pressure on the city to 
provide more money, which 
former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg opposed. 

City Department of Trans-
portation Commissioner Pol-
ly Trottenberg, a new board 
member, said the city would 
step up its efforts.

“We’re ready to do our 
part,” Trottenberg said.

The board also voted to in-
crease the fare for the popular 
30-day MetroCard from $112 
to $115.50, a $4.50 increase. 
The seven-day MetroCard 
will increase from $30 to $31, 
and the bonus for the per-ride 
will increase from 5 percent 
to 11 percent. 

Schools Chancellor Carmen Farina 
is getting high marks for reforms 
meant to help struggling schools. 

Among the capital improvements 
the MTA wants is a new “contact-
less” fare system that will allow 
passengers to pay with a wave of 
their cell phones — as shown here 
in the Tokyo subways. AP

After the speech, constitutents hung around to get their pictures taken 
with Borough President Melinda Katz.  More photos on Page 22. 

Photo by Michael Shain

Fare hikes not enough 
to reduce budget gap

DOE to help weakest schools

Katz shares her vision
Delivers State of the Borough address to packed house

Continued on Page 45

Continued on Page 16 Continued on Page 16
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BY BILL PARRY

State Assemblywoman Ara-
vella Simotas (D-Astoria) sent a 
letter to the City  Department of 
Transportation last week about 
the agency’s failure to imple-
ment planned safety improve-
ments at a dangerous intersec-
tion in Astoria. 

The notorious crossway, 
where 32nd Street meets the 
Grand Central Parkway exit 
45 ramp at Astoria Boulevard 
North, is frequently a scene of 
vehicular chaos.  

“It’s one of the worst inter-
sections in the United States, 
maybe even the world,” Com-
munity Board 1 District Leader 
Lucille Hartmann said. Two 
lanes of traffic currently exit-
ing the Grand Central Parkway 
and four lanes of traffic from 
Astoria Boulevard North are 
controlled by the same traffic 
light. 

This creates a situation 
where vehicles are routinely 
forced to cross three, four and 
even five lanes of traffic to 
make the desired turn onto 

31st Street. Accidents and near 
accidents at this location are 
routine according to the 114th 
Precinct.

“This intersection is dan-
gerous and confusing,” Simo-
tas said. “Motorists from the 
area dread crossing multiple 
lanes of traffic to get home and 
drivers new to the area have no 
idea how to get where they are 
going.”

In November 2013, Simotas 
met with Delila Hall, who was 
the Queens commissioner of 
the DOT before she was reas-
signed two weeks ago. They dis-
cussed possible solutions to the 
concerns of many in the com-
munity. In May, after months 
of study, DOT submitted its 
proposal to Community Board 
1 and received approval to be-
gin work on the intersection’s 
redesign.

The DOT proposed extend-
ing the median between Asto-
ria Boulevard North and the 
Grand Central Parkway in 
order to separate local and ex-
press traffic. Vehicles traveling 
west will no longer be able to 
turn left on 31st Street, while 

motorists exiting the Grand 
Central will no longer be able 
to turn right on 31st Street.

Simotas said the approved 
safety measures have not been 
implemented.

 “There is no good reason 

why residents and motorists 
should still be endangered at 
this intersection after DOT and 
the Community Board have 
agreed on what needs to be 
done,” Simotas said.

A DOT spokesman said the 

agency had only recently re-
ceived Simotas’ letter and was 
still reviewing the case. 

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Assemblywoman Aavella Simotas wants to know why the DOT has delayed redesigning a dangerous intersec-
tion in Astoria. Photo by Bill Parry

Simotas demands answers from DOT over delay
Astoria intersection at 32nd Street, Grand Central Parkway called dangerous and confusing

month-to-month
contract!

Better gym.  Better price.

* Requires a one-time enrollment fee, recurring anual fee, and any applicable tax. Visit the club or MySportsClubs.com for details.  
Offer available only at this club. Other restrictions and fees may apply.

MySportsClubs.com

$1995
*

GLENDALE 
The Shops at Atlas Park  

80-16 Cooper Avenue 
718.326.2228
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BY BILL PARRY
 
Tony Mazzarella, the owner of the 

Waterfront Crab House in Long Island 
City for nearly 40 years, died Saturday 
from a long battle with leukemia . He 
was one week shy of his 79th birthday.

Mazzarella spent nearly $500,000 of 
his personal wealth to rebuild his res-
taurant after a six-foot flood surge from 
Hurricane Sandy nearly destroyed the 
dining room and kitchen. The famed 
restaurant at 2-03 Borden Ave. did not 
have any flood insurance. Mazzarella 
“rebuilt it from the floorboards” and re-
opened 107 days after the storm, saying, 
“You tell them all: The Waterfront Crab 
House got wet, but we didn’t drown.”

Mazzarella was much more than a 
restaurateur, explained his longtime 
friend Joe Conley, who recently stepped 
down as chairman of Community Board 
2 after 23 years. 

“Tony did some amazing things    --- he 
was always looking to do things to make 
the community better,” Conley said. 
“He fought especially hard for children 
with cancer.” 

Mazzarella was the co-founder of the 
Patty Fund, which raised  tens of thou-
sands of dollars for children with can-
cer. He served as a member on the board 
of the American Cancer Society, Queens 
Division, and he was honored with the 
St. George Medal, the highest and most 
prestigious award for outstanding ser-
vice and leadership in the fight against 
cancer. 

“He was a member of Community 
Board 2 for 17 years  -- that’s why he was 
so close with Joe Conley,” Mazzarella’s 
brother-in-law Bobby Haubert said. 
“And then there was his love of boxing 
and the fighters.” 

 Mazzarella was the founder of the 
New York Boxing Hall of Fame head-
quartered on the second floor of the 
Waterfront Crab House. It was also the 
monthly meeting place for Ring 8, a fra-

ternity of retired boxers who help pay 
medical and housing bills for old or des-
titute fighters.

“If he didn’t let us use the Crab 
House, and we’ve been meeting there for 
decades, I don’t think there would even 
be a Ring 8 if not for Tony’s generosity 
and perseverance,” President Bob Duffy 
said. 

Mazzarella was also a former inspec-
tor and deputy commissioner for the 
New York State Athletic Commission 
and he under served former Gov. Mario 
Cuomo on the state Economic Develop-
ment Corporation.

“He helped out with all of the win-
eries in the state,” Haubert said add-
ing, “The Waterfront Crab House will 
continue to operate. His children Kris, 
Michelle and Daniel will make sure of 
that.”

Tony Mazzarella died one week short of his 
79th birthday. He rebuilt The Waterfront 
Crab House after it was nearly destroyed by 
flooding. Photo by Bill Parry

Crab House’s owner 
loses his fi ght for life

too!” said Queensbridge Tenant Asso-
ciation President April Simpson. “But 
you gotta get a little better with how 
you engage in the community.”

 Simpson recently proposed a com-
munity basketball tournament and is 
part of the annual Night Out Against 
Crime event set for Aug 4 this year. 

After the outcry over the NYPD’s 
stop-and-frisk policy, the chokehold 
death of Eric Garner and the murder 
of two police officers, leaders and com-
munities are searching for meaningful 
change in the relationship between cit-
izens and police in New York City. 

Simpson recalled, “My four brothers 

never got in any trouble because there 
were police out here to play basketball. 
There were things for the kids to do 
and also the parents were engaged. It’s 
about re-engaging with your children 
and the officers. This will show the 
children that even though the police 
are in an authority position, they are 
approachable. It is imperative that we 
come together to work things out. It is 
not about race. We are going through a 
crisis, but we need to know that there 
are excellent police officers and we sup-
port them.” 

Other community members made 
suggestions for the police to support 
youth community groups and needing 
assistance in connecting with new de-
velopers who could offer employment 
to the surrounding residents. 

LIC meet
Continued from Page 2 
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POLICE 

Blotter

OZONE PARK — Police from the 102nd Precinct were asking for the public’s 
help in finding three men wanted in connection with an armed robbery.

Police said two suspects exited a silver-colored vehicle Sunday around 3 a.m. 
near 129th Street and Atlantic Avenue. 

While a driver waited in the car, the two suspects approached the victim and 
said, “Give it up,” according to police. 

Police said one of the suspects snatched a chain from the victim’s neck, pulled 
out a black semiautomatic handgun and fired, striking the victim three times in 
the chest and leg.

The suspects ran back to the waiting car, which drove off southbound along 
129th Street, according to the NYPD. The victim was taken to Jamaica Medical 
Center in stable condition.

The three suspects are described as black men in their mid-20s around 6 feet 
tall and 170 pounds.

JAMAICA — Two people were shot 
in the head Sunday night at 168-40 127 
Ave., according to police.

EMS also responded and pro-
nounced one victim, 24-year-old Ran-
dell Cassimy, dead at the scene. He was 
identified after family notification, 

police said. The second victim was de-
scribed as a 20-year-old man, who was 
taken to Jamaica Hospital, where he 
was listed in critical condition, accord-
ing to a source.

There were no arrests and the in-
vestigation was ongoing at this time.

JAMAICA — Police responded to a 911 call of an unconscious infant at 170-12 
144th Ave., Sunday at 3:18 a.m.

Upon arrival, officers observed a 3-month-old boy unconscious and unrespon-
sive. EMS also responded to the location and transported the child to Jamaica 
Hospital, where he was pronounced dead. 

After family notification, the baby was identified as Javion Williams.
The medical examiner will determine the cause of death and the investiga-

tion was ongoing.

This image taken from a securtiy camera video shows two individuals suspected in an 
Ozone Park robbery. Image courtesy NYPD

Jamaica infant found unconscious dies

Two shot, one dead, in Jamaica: NYPD

Police seek three in Ozone Park robbery

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

Got tips?

Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 
(CRIMES) and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.
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BY JUAN SOTO
 
The idea to legalize base-

ment apartments in the bor-
ough and the rest of the city 
is not sitting well with sev-
eral civic and community as-
sociations in the borough.

First it was Mayor Bill de 
Blasio, who resurrected the 
conversion idea as part of his 
affordable housing units plan 
to add 200,000 units in the 
next 10 years. And recently, 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz, who supports the mea-
sure, considered the plan to 
create new zoning districts 
for basement and cellar apart-
ments. 

At a news conference days 
before she delivered her State 
of the Borough Address Jan. 
22, Katz said that “illegal con-
versions lack safety.” She said 
it was necessary for these con-
verted spaces below ground to 
be safe.

Those who oppose the idea 
pointed out that fires in these 
units had proven to be deadly, 
and that increasing the capac-
ity in single- and two-family 
districts overburden the 
schools, the sewage system 
and garbage collections.       

The Bayside Hills Civic As-
sociation is one of the associa-
tions fighting to prevent wide-
spread basement living from 
becoming a reality. The group 
disagrees with new zoning 
regulations being proposed to 
legalize these apartments. 

“A basement is no place for 
someone to live,” said Michael 
Feiner, president of the civic 
group. “Zoning regulations 
are in place for a reason.”
Yolanda Gallagher, of the 
Fresh Meadows Homeowen-
ers Civic Association, said 
her organization also opposes 
these conversions. 

“It’s just very unhealthy to 
live in a basement,” Gallagher 
said. “This is just a bad idea, a 
very bad idea.”

She noted that basement 
apartments do not have good 
ventilation, and most of them 
have very small windows. 
“It’s just dangerous to live in 
them,” she said.

The Queens Civic Con-
gress, an umbrella organiza-
tion representing more than 
100 civic and condo groups in 
the borough, is against the le-
galization of basements “due 
to life safety, fire, congestion, 
school overcrowding, crime 
and overuse of city infrastruc-

ture, such as water treatment, 
sewage and transportation fa-
cilities.”

The organizations added, 
“We believe that most small 
homes with basements were 
not built for occupancy below 
grade.”

In a letter sent by Rich-
ard Hellenbrecht, the former 
president of the Queens Civic 
Congress, to de Blasio, he 
noted “legalization of illegal 
residences would encourage 
creation of new basements, 
cellar apartments leading to 
significant overdevelopment.”

But Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst), 
agrees with Katz’s and de 
Blasio’s plan to legalize base-
ments and cellars.   

“Overcrowding and over-
development are a challenge 
in Corona and the outerbor-
oughs today,” Ferreras said. 
“If basement apartments are 
brought up to code, apart-
ments that are already in use 
in many homes, it would ad-
dress this shortage of hous-
ing while eliminating many 
threats those unregulated 
apartments pose to families in 
our community.”

She added, “Done right, it 
would be an innovative, sen-
sible solution.” 

And Basements Apart-
ments Safe for Everyone, a co-
alition that favors adding ac-
cessory dwellings to the city’s 
zoning code, said last year 
that creating a new zoning cat-
egory would improve an unaf-
fordable housing market.     

Researchers said Queens 
has the most unregulated 
housing in the city. A report 
released by BASE in coopera-
tion with the Pratt Center for 
Community development in 
2008 found that South Jamaica 
and Hollis are in the top-five of 

BY MADINA TOURE

Residents and community 
leaders criticized the setup and 
tone of a forum in Kew Gardens 
Hills hosted by the MTA and 
the city Department of Trans-
portation on their proposal for 
a Select Bus Service between 
Flushing and Jamaica.

About 100 community mem-
bers crammed into Townsend 
Harris HS’s third floor library 
to learn more about the plan to 
build SBS on Main Street, Kis-
sena and Parsons boulevards 
and 164th Street and voice their 
opinions on the proposal.

The forum featured displays 
in which MTA representatives 
walked residents through the 
proposal, along with worksta-
tions designed to get feedback 
from the community. 

City Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Fresh Meadows), 
state Assemblyman Michael 
Simanowitz (D-Flushing) and 
DOT Commissioner Polly Trot-
tenberg were all interrupted at 
least once when they spoke. 

Yakov Serle, president of 
Yaakov Serle Advertising and 
publisher of the Queens Jewish 
Link, said the forum made the 
project seem like a “done deal.” 
He also said it was Lancman 
and Simanowitz who alerted 
the community to the forum. 

“We were not helped by the 
DOT in any fashion and now 
our community knows about it 
and we see a picture plan that 
looks like it’s a done deal,” Serle 
said. “We want to know what 
we can do about it.

Trottenberg noted that more 
people came to the forum than 
anticipated and emphasized 
that the proposal was not set in 
stone.

“We want to get your input,” 
Trottenberg said.

The goal of the forum was to 
give the community more in-
formation about the proposal, 
said Eric Beaton, DOT’s direc-
tor of transit development.

He said the agency would 
come up with a plan based on 
what residents and community 
leaders have suggested as well 
as a traffic analysis determin-
ing where buses are really 
slow.

“We’ll come back to the 
community in forums to the 
community board, to the civic 
association and present a plan 
that we think might meet their 
desires and then we’ll get back 
feedback and we’ll make chang-

es based on that,” Beaton said.
Lancman and Simanowitz, 

who are opposed to the project, 
urged residents to speak up.

“This is your opportunity to 
share with them your position 
in the format that they have set 
up,” Lancman said to a thunder 
of applause. “I think it’s fair to 
say that the vast majority of the 
people in this room share the 
views of Mike and myself.”

Simanowitz said the Met-
ropolitan Transportation Au-
thority and the DOT should be 
given credit for providing some 
type of setting for a discussion.

“They do care and they want 
to hear from us and I think the 
turnout here is important,” 
Simanowitz said. “While the 
makeup of this meeting I don’t 
think is the best way to have a 
dialogue and a conversation, it 
certainly is a way to do it.”

Kew Gardens Hills resident 
Debbie Becker, 61, said she is 
against the project.

“We use Main Street to get 
to the Van Wyck Expressway,” 
Becker said. “As it is, it’s a bot-
tleneck on Union Turnpike. It’s 
not going to be possible to get to 
the highway.”

Brooklyn resident Pedro 
Valdez Rivera, a member of the 
Riders Alliance, a membership 

organization of subway and 
bus riders in New York, said he 
used to take the Q44 bus.

Although he appreciated the 
proposal’s emphasis on traf-
fic signals, he said SBS would 
harm small businesses, mak-
ing traffic worse.

“I strongly recommend put-
ting bus service in the down-
town corridors, neighborhoods 
like Jamaica and Flushing, 
because a lot of business going 
on  and not a lot of residential 
developments,” Rivera said.

Mark Henry, president of 
Amalgamated Transit Union 
Local 1056 in Rosedale, said the 
DOT and MTA should instead 
increase the local service.

“This is essentially going to 
cut service from this area and 
harm the community at large. 
These proposals that they have 
out here don’t do anything to 
move the amount of people that 
need to be moved.”

But some say the service is 
necessary for the area.

“There are times when 
you’re waiting for a bus and the 
line is so long so you have to go 
through a traffic cycle , maybe 
even two traffic cycles, because 
the line is so long,” said Sheldon 
Goodridge, 42, a Kew Gardens 
Hills resident, said.

Queens residents gathered last 
summer to protest the idea of le-
galizing basement apartments. 

The MTA and the DOT hosted a forum to explain the Select Bus Service 
proposal to the public. Photo by Madina Toure

DOT mulls bus plan
Residents assess Flushing-Jamaica route at boisterous forum

Borough civics oppose 
legalizing basements

Continued on Page 16
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BY BILL PARRY

Another mom-and- pop shop in As-
toria has closed its doors for the final 
time. Square Hardware, a staple on 
Ditmars Boulevard for nearly 60 years, 
went out of business this week as the 
neighborhood continues to change.

“These types of stores are a part of 
the past,” owner Tomas Orama said. 
“It’s more about a changing culture 
than anything else. People don’t own 
their own homes anymore and those 
that do own don’t live in them anymore. 
They’re absentee landlords and if their 
tenants need something fixed, they 
hire a contractor down at the Home 
Depot. Nobody does work on their own 
homes anymore.”

Barbara Lavelle has lived upstairs 
for 43 years and spends most after-
noons hanging out in Orama’s store. 

“So much has changed on Ditmars 
over the years.  It used to be all fami-
lies and the houses were kept different-
ly,” she said. “Everyone had their own 
gardens with grapevines. It was really 
quite lovely.”

Orama agreed saying, “When I 
started working here in 1980, we sold 
a full line of Scotts fertilizer. I bought 
the business in ‘81 and I noticed things 
began changing in 2005 when it seemed 
everyone in the neighborhood were 
renters. It all became so transient. Not 
that I’m knocking Astoria, no, no, no. 
Astoria has been great to me, I love 
these people. They just don’t need an 
old-fashioned hardware store.”

With the lease up in February, 
Tomas and his wife Nilsa, decided to 
move on. “There was no discussion 
with the landlord about the rent, but 
let’s face it, rent never goes down now, 
does it?”

The 56-year-old decided it was time 
to close up shop and finally have the 
hip replacement he has been putting 
off for over four years. The pain began 
the same time he let four workers go 
because the store had fallen on hard 
times.

“I had to let them go and run the 
place by myself, six sometimes seven 
days a week.  That’s when the pain 
began. I guess it was punishment,” 
Orama said.

His wife Nilsa is pleased that he 
will finally have the surgery. “He’s 
been in pain for such a long time,” she 
said. “We’re going to miss the neigh-
borhood. There was a time when this 
store meant everything to everybody. 
Now it’s all changed.”

The couple’s two sons have grown 
up, which makes things easier.

 “I got them both through college, 
so now it’s time for me to relax a bit,” 
Thomas said. “Maybe now I can actu-
ally go and see what Central Park looks 

like on a weekday morning.”
Orama was interrupted by a young 

woman named Corinne, who was look-
ing for a piece of wood to be resized for 
one of her apartment windows. 

“When can I pick this up? Corinne 
asked.

“You’ll have to wait while you do it 
because we’re closing, we’re going out 
of business,” Orama said.

“That makes me sad,” Corinne said. 
“I’m sad because it doesn’t feel much 
like a neighborhood anymore.”

Orama finished resizing the piece 
of wood and refused any payment 
while wishing his customer good luck 
in the future.

“People will miss his touch and his 
willingness to teach his customers 
what he knows,” his wife said. “We’ll 
get his hip fixed and we’ll see what 
happens. You never know, we might 
come back and open up a smaller shop. 
We’ll see what happens.

For now, Square Hardware is closed 
after nearly 60 years on Ditmars. 

“We’ll be alright,” Tomas said. 
“And remember, nobody chased me 
out, nobody threw me out. It’s just time 
to take care of myself.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Tomas Orama closes Square Hardware af-
ter nearly 60 years on Ditmars Boulevard in 
Astoria. Photo by Bill Parry

Ditmars hardware 
ends a 60-year run

Charlotte’s        
 Web

February 8, 2015
1pm & 3pm
Theatreworks' Charlotte’s Web 
is based on E.B. White's beloved 
story of the beautiful and moving 
friendship between a pig named 
Wilbur and a little gray spider 
named Charlotte. This treasured 
tale, featuring madcap and 
endearing farm animals, explores 
bravery, selfless love, and the true 
meaning of friendship. This will be 
a memorable event for the whole 
family.
Tickets: $14 
Member price: $12.60
Box Office: (718) 760-0064
www.queenstheatre.org
Box office hours:  
Tue-Fri 12pm-6pm and 2 hours  
before showtimes on weekends. 
 
Sponsored by Queens Center Mall
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 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with LiteRise®
 Décor® with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
 Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  
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There was a wall of silence in Queens last week fol-
lowing state Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver’s graft 
indictment as elected officials shrank into the shadows 
when asked about what his arrest could mean for the 
borough.

Lawmakers were reluctant to make their views 
public out of fear the all-powerful Democratic speaker 
could end up beating the rap, which would leave them 
in political purdah. But they were also concerned, ac-
cording to veteran Albany observers, that Silver was 
vitally needed — at least through the current budget 
negotiations — to protect the liberal agenda embraced 
by the Queens delegation.

A meaningful hike in the minimum wage, immi-
gration reform and the Women’s Equality Act, which 
the Manhattan Democrat has championed, were men-
tioned as being at risk.

But this week the perceptions changed and Silver’s 
iron grip on the Assembly was broken as emboldened 
members pressured him to resign his post as speaker.

Queens, where indictments of state lawmakers 
have become routine (former Senate Majority Leader 
Malcolm Smith is on trial in a federal bribery case and 
Assemblywoman Bill Scarborough is fighting charges 
he fiddled with per diem travel expenses), was fed up.

Ridgewood Assemblywoman Cathy Nolan, a Sil-
ver ally, was floated as a possible successor during 
the closed-door negotiations in Albany to oust him. 
Assemblymen Jeffrion Aubrey of Corona  and Philip 
Goldfeder of Ozone Park updated reporters on the talks 
with Silver, facing federal charges he made $3 million 
in kickbacks from steering business to a small Man-
hattan law firm.

Silver had not groomed any heirs to succeed him, 
which made the dance in Albany to fill his shoes in-
triguing as the consummate deal maker maneuvered 
to keep some vestiges of the power he had wielded for 21 
years. But Tuesday night his gamesmanship failed and 
he agreed to step down Monday. A new speaker will be 
elected Feb. 10

The wiley Silver had kept one eye over his shoul-
der ever since several Assembly members, including 
three from Queens, staged a failed coup back in May 
2000 because he treated his own membership with so 
little respect. Queens Village’s Barbara Clark is still in 
office, but Nettie Mayersohn and Anthony Seminerio 
have died.

Silver’s banishment as speaker is a godsend. Under 
his leadership as arguably the most powerful man in 
Albany, corruption flourished in both houses.

There is real hope in Queens his downfall will even-
tually end the gridlock in Albany, usher in greater 
transparency and set the stage for talented lawmakers 
to reform the nation’s most dysfunctional Legislature.

SILVER’S DOWNFALL

Last Saturday’s family trag-
edy in southeast Queens once 
again underscores the human toll 
and horror of domestic violence. 
Despite the progress that we have 
made in domestic violence preven-
tion and prosecution, this tragic 
case shows that we cannot relent 
in our efforts to eliminate the 
scourge of domestic violence. The 
latest statistics from the Mayor’s 

Office to Combat Domestic Vio-
lence show a 41 percent reduction 
since 2002 in intimate partner ho-
micides. This sorrowful incident 
demonstrates yet again that even 
one domestic violence homicide 
is one too many.

Statistics show that one in four 
women will experience domestic 
violence in her lifetime and more 
than three million children wit-

ness domestic violence in their 
homes every year. If you are a vic-
tim of domestic violence or know 
someone that is, I urge you to 
report it before it is too late. The 
24-hour domestic violence hotline 
number is 1-800-621-HOPE.

Richard A. Brown
Queens District Attorney

Domestic violence awareness brought to light
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READERS WRITE

Most Americans have no 
real understanding of the op-
eration of bankers or where 
money comes from. Conse-
quently, many are indifferent 
to the machinations of the Fed-
eral Reserve. I implore those 
concerned about debt, sound 
money, transparency, liberty, 
taxation without representa-
tion to consider the following 
facts.

After having consolidated 
their financial grip on most 
of the European nations, the 
Rothschild family, along with 
other wealthy international 
bankers, wished to extend 
their sphere of influence in 
the United States. In Novem-
ber 1910, after several failed 
attempts to establish a central 
bank, a group of bankers met 
surreptitiously on Jekyll Is-
land, N.C., to draft a plan they 
would call the Federal Reserve 
System. They decided on this 
name because it would deceive 

the people into thinking it was 
a government agency admin-
istered and regulated by con-
gress.

In reality, the Federal Re-
serve System is owned by 
private individuals. It is a 
consortium of unelected unac-
countable bankers who hold 
the value of the dollar in their 
hands. They control interest 
rates and create money out of 
thin air by buying bonds issued 
by the government, charging 
the taxpayers fees and interest 
payments. This has the same 
effect as printing money. Poli-
cies and actions of the Feds 
do not have to be approved by 
the president, the Congress 
or any elected official and it 
has never been audited. Why 
would the government grant 
a monopoly to private bankers 
to print money and pay fees 
and interest when it has the 
authority to make the money 
itself interest free?

The Constitution gives only 
Congress authority to “coin 
money and regulate the value 
thereof.”

President Woodrow Wil-
son, who signed the Federal 
Reserve Act of 1913, regretted 
his action: “I am a most un-
happy man. I have unwitting-
ly ruined my country. All our 
activities are in the hands of a 
few men.”

Thomas Jefferson warned, 
“I believe banking institutions 
are more dangerous to our lib-
erties than standing armies.”

Mayer Anselm Rothschild 
stated, “Give me control of a 
nation’s money supply, and I 
care not who makes its laws.”

Author and philosopher 
Johann von Goethe writes, 
“None are more hopelessly en-
slaved than those who falsely 
believe they are free.”

Ed Konecnik
Flushing

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer 
than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters 
must include the writer’s name and phone number for verifica-
tion.  Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but 
anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  
All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation 
and may be republished in any format.

Wilson feared Fed Reserve’s power

The Republican Party pro-
motes the tried and true prin-
ciples of maximum personal 
freedom, limited government, 
public safety, national security, 
high educational standards and 
the American Dream, which 
are the values that have made 
America the greatest, safest 
and most prosperous nation in 
the history of the world. While 
we’ve experienced tumultuous 
times over the past six years, 
we have turned the corner and 
the pendulum is swinging back 
as a mighty Republican wave is 
sweeping the nation.

The 2014 midterm elections 
saw our party take control of 
the U.S. Senate and make huge 
gains in the House and in nu-
merous gubernatorial and 
state races, as well as the NYS 
Senate. However, here in New 
York City, where we live in an 
ultra-progressive bubble, we 
often forget that the rest of our 
nation, except for some large 
urban centers that have been 

deteriorating under decades 
of failed progressive policies, 
lives by these proven Republi-
can principles.

It seems that only in a pro-
gressive enclave such as New 
York City would the mayor and 
City Council demonize its own 
police department. Outside of 
New York City, it would be an 
odd spectacle to witness a city’s 
top elected officials act like Six-
ties radicals and stage a “die-
in” demonstration on the steps 
of City Hall to protest alleged 
police brutality and our sys-
tem of justice. Where outside 
of our city would the speaker of 
the City Council lavish praise 
on convicted terrorists and op-
pose reciting the Pledge of Al-
legiance? Where in our nation 
can you find a mayor who wins 
the election after campaigning 
on a platform of cop bashing, 
and then as mayor, charge ev-
ery police officer with racism 
and brutality and call for his 
entire police department to be 

retrained because of systemic 
racism acquired from “a his-
tory of centuries of racism?”

However, the vast major-
ity of New Yorkers support 
our police and believe in the 
greatness of our country and 
our system of laws. The GOP is 
moving forward here as well. 
The Queens Village Republican 
Club has been a highly visible 
participant in candlelight vig-
ils for our heroic fallen NYPD 
officers. We have joined the 
hundreds pouring out for the 
city-wide nonpartisan “Sup-
port Your Local Police” rallies, 
organized by NYPD Captain 
Joe Concannon (Ret.) under 
the newly formed Square Deal 
Committee, Inc., leading up to 
the grand rally at City Hall on 
March 8. We believe that the 
NYPD put their own lives on 
the line, in order to protect our 
lives every day, and we have 
the moral obligation to stand 
up and show that we New York-
ers totally support our police 

officers.
Our foremost values as Re-

publicans also encompass high 
standards of achievement in 
education, our system of merit, 
and rigorous study and evalua-
tion. This will be the theme of 
our upcoming Club Meeting 
on Feb. 5, at the Knights of Co-
lumbus, in Glen Oaks, where 
we will have a panel of experts, 
students and alumni present-
ing on the topic of preserv-
ing the great traditions of our 
Specialized High Schools and 
the Specialized High School 
Achievement Test which the 
progressive left wants to abol-
ish, in their misguided agenda 
to substitute racial quotas for 
merit, which unfairly discrim-
inates against students of high 
achievement whatever their 
race.

The GOP and the great prin-
ciples of the Party of Lincoln 
are surging back into the light 
of day throughout our nation as 
well as our city and state. The 

new movie “American Sniper” 
about real-life American hero 
Chris Kyle, is a nationwide box 
office smash hit breathing life 
back into the great patriotic 
values of heroism, sacrifice, 
leadership, defeating our en-
emies, defending our liberties, 
and love of country, that the 
majority of Americans uphold. 
Back here in the cesspool of 
NYS politics, the powerful 
Assembly Speaker Silver (D-
Manhattan) was finally busted 
on five felony charges after a 20 
year reign of fraud and corrup-
tion. New Yorkers are demand-
ing transparency, accountabil-
ity from their elected officials 
who should serve the best in-
terests of the voters, not fatten 
their own wallets, and this was 
the first major step.

Phil Orenstein
President 

Queens Village Republican 
Club

Mighty Republican wave sweeping our nation

Just before she gave her 
first State of the Borough ad-
dress, Melinda Katz stated 
the city should consider new 
zoning districts for basement 
apartments. It’s quite obvious 
Ms. Katz has not been out and 
about the borough she repre-
sents.

Our borough, like every 
other borough, has a severe 
problem with parking. As of 
right now, the homeowners 
who are not renting out “il-
legal” basement apartments, 
do not have any place to park 
their cars as it is.

For the borough president 
to even think about asking 
the city Department of Build-

ings to look at the possibility 
of legalizing more basement 
apartments is ridiculous. By 
doing this, she would be put-
ting additional stress on city 
services, that are already lack-
ing in our communities.

Does she really believe that 
by “legalizing” these illegal 
rentals that it will be condu-
cive to our communities? As I 
stated, more stress on the lack-
ing city services we receive, 
is not what residents and ho-
meowners need. She should 
reconsider her actions before 
moving forward on them.

Kim F. Cody
Whitestone

Halt move to legalize 
boro’s basement apts.
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T
he Municipal identifica-
tion program, IDNYC, 
mentioned a year ago in 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 

first State of the City address 
has finally come to fruition, 
with inaugural registration 
Jan. 12 at the Flushing branch 
of the Queens Library.

The program joins other 
municipalities, including 
Washington D.C., San Francis-
co and New Haven in granting 
identification to undocument-
ed immigrants, thereby allow-
ing them access to certain city 
services, entry to public build-
ings and a valid form of identi-
fication when interacting with 
the police. Similar programs 
are in the planning stages for 
Oakland and Los Angeles.

IDNYC is not for public as-
sistance or work authorization 
and does not convey legal sta-
tus. The card establishes the 
holder’s identity, which is nec-
essary to conduct a number of 

city services. The card ensures 
that society’s most vulnerable 
— undocumented immigrants, 
the homeless, the formerly 
incarcerated and the elderly 
are able to receive official gov-
ernment identification. The 
Mayor’s Office of Immigrant 
Affairs took the lead on IDNYC 
implementation and MOIA 
Commissioner Nisha Agar-
wal conducted a series of town 
halls in the borough to inform 
residents of the impending pro-
gram.

A points system establishes 
identity and residency, with 
three points necessary for 
identity and just one point for 
residency. A valid passport 
or work permit will instantly 
grant three points, expired or 
foreign documents as well as 
school IDs and permits have 
lower point values. Leases, 
bank letters and hospital bills 
can all establish residency. 
The homeless and victims dis-
placed by domestic violence 
can have their residency estab-
lished by social workers.

Conventional forms of iden-
tification, such as driver’s li-
censes, may require a higher 
standard to prove one’s iden-
tity or carry onerous fees. The 

ID, which is currently free, will 
allow fee waivers for residents 
that would not be able to afford 
any future fees.

IDNYC will be a useful aid 
in policing. Without a form of 
identification, an individual 
stopped by the police will be 
detained at the precinct rather 
than being issued a summons. 
Backers of the card hope that 
its implementation will ease 
interaction with law enforce-
ment in immigrant communi-
ties.

Community reaction in 
Queens has been overwhelm-
ingly positive. Tenzing 
Chadotsang, interim execu-
tive director of the Jackson 
Heights-based Chhaya CDC, 
noted the implications of the 
program within the context of 
the tremendous growth of the 
South Asian community in 
Queens.

“We are excited to see our 
communities use the Muni ID 
and feel ownership to the city 
that has become their home,” 
he said.

Sayma Khan, a leader of 
the Jackson Heights-based 
advocacy group Desis Rising 
Up and Moving said, “this ID 
card will make me feel much 

safer in case I have encounters 
with the police, or need to go 
into city buildings for city ser-
vices.”

LGBTQ leaders also hail 
IDNYC for allowing the holder 
to select a gender identity.

“Often, the trans communi-
ty residents in NYC are stopped 
by the NYPD for questioning 
due to their attire, physical ap-
pearance or mistaken for sex 
workers and later accused of 
prostitution,” said Mohamed 
Amin, founder and executive 
director of The Caribbean 
Equality Project in Queens.

Amin added, “The ID 
should eliminate many of these 
routine stops, negative and hu-
miliating line of questioning, 
gender discrimination and a 
transphobic experience to a 
marginalized group, [further-
more,] it will also assist medi-
cal professionals and health 
insurance agents to provide 
optimal care for their patients 
based on their gender iden-
tity.”

A fringe benefit of the 
IDNYC is memberships and 
discounts to cultural institu-
tions in the city.  This includes 
the city’s discount program for 
prescription drugs.

“The Muni ID is a passport 
to the many opportunities that 
New York City has to offer…
whether it is to civic and cul-
tural events or governmental 
or financial institutions,” Ten-
zing Chadotsang said.

IDNYC proponents hope the 
program will enable greater 
civic participation and patron-
age of the borough’s cultural 
institutions from immigrant 
communities.

Due to overwhelming de-
mand, IDNYC applicants must 
book an appointment through 
the city’s website at nyc.gov/
IDNYC.  The site hosts the ca-
pacity to reserve an appoint-
ment in eight languages. The 
IDNYC application is also 
available in 25 languages. The 
site includes a “document cal-
culator” which can assist an 
individual in determining if 
they have the appropriate ma-
terials to establish residency 
and identity.

In addition, potential ap-
plicants can complete their 
application at “enrollment 
centers,” including the Central 
and Flushing branches of the 
Queens Library. The card will 
arrive 15 days after the applica-
tion is completed.

Some DOE policies setting up schools for failure

New Voices

Queens communities positive on Municipal ID program

A
s the year 2015 starts, 
the Department of 
Education should cor-
rect some of its policies 

which set up some schools to 
fail.

Schools are rated and the 
statistics which are generated 
determine if a school is doing 
well or should be rated as a 
failure and closed. The same 
thing happens to teachers.

One of the fallacies the 
DOE insists on is that students 
must achieve a certain read-
ing score in the lower grades 
and graduate in four years 
from high school. How can 
one expect students who come 
from a foreign country which 
taught in a foreign language to 

learn enough English and be 
proficient enough in English 
to pass a reading test in Eng-
lish, let alone learn enough of 
our culture to be tested based 
on our cultural usage on the 
tests?

Some high schools only ac-
cept students who have been 
here for a few years. Some 
big high schools have many 
foreign-born students and 
this pulls down their reading 
scores. These schools are un-
fairly penalized. Some people 
blame the teachers for this.

Another problem is that 
some schools receive a number 
of teenagers who have been in 
youth prisons. Some of these 
youth are street smart. Some 
are hostile, defiant, unruly, 
and have academic deficien-
cies. They cut classes, roam the 
halls, and ignore the hall mon-
itors while disrupting classes 
with their noise. They are 
also failing their classes and 
thus pulling down the scores 

of their large and small high 
schools. Years ago the DOE 
tried special schools for these 
students but the school were 
called segregated and closed. 
Perhaps enough social work-
ers, guidance counselors and 
a teacher ratio of one to two or 
three students could help.

Speaking of guidance, most 
schools only have a few with 
perhaps one counselor for 500 
or 600 students, but in most 
cases the ratio is perhaps one 
to 1,000 or more students. Yet, 
it is amazing what these coun-
selors do considering the odds. 
Remember, everyone has to 
graduate from high school in 
four years or else.

Then came along the idea of 
making the standards harder 
by setting up new “common 
core standards.” Not only is the 
vocabulary harder, but there 
were new methods of thinking 
and evaluating and analyzing. 
These new concepts were often 
taught in SP or honor classes, 

but not to the average students 
unless there was an unusually 
receptive class without any 
disruptive or emotionally dis-
turbed students.

To really get these impor-
tant concepts operating, con-
sidering the demands of the 
world economy, our “leaders” 
decided to introduce them im-
mediately and then test the 
students immediately. Not 
only did the teachers not re-
ally understand what was 
wanted but they did not have 
the teaching materials needed 
for them to teach the concepts. 
A 3- or 4-year break-in period 
was needed.

All test scores went down 30 
to 40 percent. It is interesting 
that the same school districts 
which always scored the high-
est still were higher. The same 
people who hated the public 
schools naturally blamed the 
teachers. Imagine, wanting 
to rate teachers on materials 
the teachers never had been 

taught and had therefore had 
never been taught to their stu-
dents.

The DOE has to work with 
the UFT and legislators to fig-
ure out a way to evaluate the 
schools called charter schools 
which are not tested or evalu-
ated by government officials 
although they use public mon-
ey. The charter schools seem 
to do well but they have few if 
any special needs, disruptive, 
or non-English speaking stu-
dents. These schools don’t re-
ject problem students but just 
don’t provide services for them 
so the parents don’t try to send 
their children to these schools. 
They also counsel out any chil-
dren who have problems and 
are pulling their scores down.

The DOE must make sure 
that teachers are respected 
and are given enough supplies. 
Too many teachers spend their 
own money to buy material 
they feel they need for their 
classroom.

Bob
Harris

n

The Civic 
Scene
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N
ew Yorkers lost several 
notable celebrities in 
1936. Former Mayor 
John F. Hylan and 

Queens Borough President 
Maurice Connolly died within 
a few weeks of each other. They 
lived on the same block on Ol-
ive Place in Forest Hills. S. I. 
Rothafal, known to the mil-
lions as Roxy, is found dead in 
his suite at the Hotel Gotham. 
The noted producer, credited 
with raising motion pictures 
and stage shows to the level of 
lavish spectacles, dies in his 
sleep. He was only 52.

The double bill of Shirley 
Temple in ‘The Littlest Rebel’ 
and ‘Last of the Pagans’ is at the 
Astoria Theater. The Triboro 
has ‘Tale of Two Cities’ with 
Ronald Coleman. Errol Flynn 
and Olivia de Haviland star 
in ‘Captain Blood.’ The Broad-
way Grand and RKO Proctors 
showed Katherine Hepburn in 

“Sylvia Scarlet” and “Annie 
Oakley” starred Barbara Stan-
wick, Melvin Douglas and Pres-
ton Foster.

Social and service clubs 
were in their prime. The Chat-
tahoochee Council sat officers 
before 200 at the Odd Fellows 
Hall in Whitestone. More than 
300 attended an Order of the 
Eastern Star meeting. The Cyg-
nus Chapter, Masonic Temple 
held Ladies Amateur Night at 
the Elks in Elmhurst. Over 450 
attended. Jennie Bell Circle, 
of the Forest Companions, put 
on a minstrel show for 500 on 
Steinway Street. The Lady Ace 
Social Club had 200 at a card 
party.

Headlines told of a severe 
winter: Snow removal rushed 
in Queens as a new storm head-
ed for city. It was called the ‘Mil-
lion Dollar Storm’ as the Board 
of Estimate authorized over 
$1 million in special revenue 
bonds for snow removal. Hard 
packed snow hinders clean-up 
efforts. The mercury hit 3 be-
low zero. Cold crippled transit 
in Queens. Ice accidents contin-
ued to mount. Shortage of milk 
was threatened. More snow was 
forecasted that month.

The newspaper Star-Jour-
nal set up a Coal Fund for those 
in need and invited the public 
to send in money. The paper 
published letters from families 

seeking help. One family of 11 
with a father suffering from 
“lumbago” were supported by 
a boy of 18 on relief. Kids could 
not go to school as they had no 
shoes. Children were born into 
cold water flats with no coal for 
heat. “Keep fires burning for 
the needy” implored the Star-
Journal.

A 1,000 foot tower dedicated 
to the presidents was forecast 
for the upcoming World’s Fair 
in Flushing Meadows. Boasting 
a glass-enclosed observation 
deck and a revolving beacon, 
it would be a permanent monu-
ment after the Fair. A web of 
highways throughout Queens 
were under construction and 
were needed to handle the traf-
fic from the upcoming festival.

Queens had 1,208,150 resi-
dents, a five-fold increase from 
1910. Ward 4, Jamaica, led the 
totals with 416,000. The Ten-
ement House Commission 

toured Queens and found no 
real slums. They called our bor-
ough the ideal place for slum 
dwellers escaping from Brook-
lyn or New York.

Sunnyside Gardens was 
in the middle of a war. After a 
series of evictions for non-pay-
ment of rents, a mass meeting 
at the Long Island City Court 
House demanded a reduction of 
mortgage interest. A woman re-
ceived a foreclosure writ while 
still in a hospital after giving 
birth to a baby. Six were ar-
rested during another eviction. 
Residents met at the Sunnyside 
Gardens Park and demanded 
Albany declare a public emer-
gency by reason of the depres-
sion. Public officials were heck-
led at a Town Meeting. Things 
reached a crisis with the evic-
tion of Mrs. Corinne Thal, of 39-
26 44 Street, whose belongings 
were tossed on to snowdrifts in 
the street.

COLUMNS

Remembering lives lost, harsh cold of 1936 Queens

n

Sheldon falls with no sign of ‘Silver’ lining

T
here is no ‘Silver’ lining 
in this sordid tale of an-
other New York elected 
official who has been 

caught up in a tangled web of 
corruption and self-dealing.

State Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver was arrested by 
federal authorities last week 
and charged with a laundry 
list of criminal violations. Sil-
ver has reigned as speaker of 
the New York State Assembly 
for 20 of his 39 years in office, 
a period that has spanned the 
terms of four governors.

The criminal indictment 
against Speaker Silver last 
week was no surprise to many. 
The U.S. Attorney said it was 
“solely through the corrupt use 
of his official position” that he 
obtained close to $4 million in 
kickbacks disguised as “refer-
ral fees.”

Editorials have long decried 
the suspicious dealings within 
Silver’s inner circle, most re-

cently his alleged cover-up and 
suspected secret payment of 
taxpayer “hush money” in the 
sexual scandal of fellow Assem-
blyman Vito “Gropez” Lopez. I 
wrote about Silver and corrup-
tion in the Times Ledger in 2012 
(“Your Voting Power Can Clean 
Up Albany of Corruption”).

Like many others, local 
civic leaders who are reduced 
to pleading to legislators for 
leftover scraps of state and city 
money for their communities 
have wondered what exactly 
Speaker Silver does to earn 
millions of dollars over and 
above his Assembly stipend?

U.S. Attorney Preet Bhara-
ra answered that question last 
week, announcing that: “The 
head-scratching can come to 
an end on that score because 
we answer that question today. 
He does nothing.”

Bharara continued, “New 
Yorkers have asked, ‘How 
could Speaker Silver, one of 
the most powerful men in all of 
New York, earn millions of dol-
lars in outside income without 
deeply compromising his abil-
ity to honestly service his con-
stituents?’ Today we provide 
the answer: He didn’t.”

Bharara, a Sikh American, 

has put numerous elected of-
ficials in jail and has demon-
strated incorruptible creden-
tials by rooting out corruption 
one elected official at a time. 
In a recent On Point column 
(“Bharara Should Keep Up the 
Good Work Fighting Corrup-
tion”) I called him New York’s 
knight in shining armor and 
urged him to one day run for 
mayor.

Bharara’s investigations 
like a burst of fresh air have 
cleared away decades of cor-
ruption, unearthing a plethora 
of grotesque offenses allegedly 
committed by Silver dating 
back to 2002 such as accepting 
kickbacks for steering real es-
tate law firms doing business 
with the state to a law firm run 
by a former aide; funneling 
state grant money to bribe or 
reward physicians who passed 
along names of 9/11 victims 
exposed to asbestos; steering 
these mesothelioma patients to 
a law firm specializing in as-
bestos cases so he could  collect 
millions in “referral fees.”

Silver is neither a doctor 
nor an asbestos-litigation spe-
cialist and clearly lacked ex-
pertise to direct these patients 
in a way that best served their 

interests. Instead, his alleged 
scheme was a heartless exploi-
tation of families at their most 
vulnerable by inducing cancer 
patients to retain a law firm 
that paid him kickbacks, rath-
er than what may have been in 
their best interest.

Bharara explained, “These 
charges go to the very core of 
what ails Albany... an over-
abundance of greed, cronyism 
and self-dealing” and stated 
that Silver “cleverly” sought 
out schemes to “monetize” his 
office while camouflaging kick-
backs and bribes as referral 
fees in a “show-me the-money 
culture.”

What does this reveal about 
the current crop of elected of-
ficials that have propped him 
up for years despite the open 
secret of his self-dealing caches 
of “outside income?”

It’s preposterous that they 
would believe Silver’s first pri-
ority was to serve New York-
ers, rather than the special 
interests that paid him mil-
lions! Voters rightfully should 
ask why their elected officials 
remained silent, enabling this 
culture of corruption.

When asked about the in-
dictment, Mayor Bill de Blasio 

said he “does not believe Mr. 
Silver should step down. Alle-
gations are allegations, charg-
es are charges, and there has 
to be a process to determine the 
outcome.”

Ironically, the same defer-
ence was never offered to police 
officers accused of alleged mis-
conduct. When former Repub-
lican Congressman Michael 
Grimm was indicted on corrup-
tion charges, de Blasio called 
for his immediate resignation.

This stunning cesspool of 
corruption becomes under-
standable when we see elected 
officials routinely elevating 
party loyalty above all else. 
Adding insult to injury, New 
York taxpayers are now on the 
hook for the millions of dollars 
that will be needed for Speaker 
Silver’s legal defense as well as 
his prosecution.

Bharara told us to “stay 
tuned” for more corruption 
cases in the wake of this indict-
ment.  Silver faces up to 100 
years in prison, if convicted, 
while voters remain impris-
oned by a system permeated 
with corruption and malfea-
sance by elected officials who 
have acted with impunity and 
hubris for far too long.

Bob 
Friedrich

On Point
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…with an MCU Auto Loan

THINGS ARE    
LOOKING UP

1-888-4MCU-AUTO��
nymcu.org

*  APR = Annual Percentage Rate. These rates are available to well-qualified 
borrowers when payroll deduction or direct deposit is selected as the method 
of repayment. Some applicants will qualify at higher rates as determined by 
creditworthiness. For model years 2015- 2014, your payments will consist of 
60 monthly payments of $17.51 on each $1,000 borrowed at 1.95% APR. For 
model year 2013, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.64 
on each $1,000 borrowed at 2.25% APR. Some restrictions apply. Rates will 
increase after closing if you stop paying your loan by automatic payroll deduction 
or direct deposit. Rates subject to change without notice. Competitive rates 
available for older models and refinances. Membership required.

1.95%
����

R AT ES  A S  LOW  A S

in this neighborhood,” Lancman told  
the Jan. 21 meeting of CB12,  which 
covers Jamaica, Hollis, St. Albans, 
Springfield Gardens, Baisley Park, 
Rochdale Village, and South Jamaica.

Lancman co-authored with coun-
sel Daniel Pearlstein the chokehold 
bill under which police officers would 
be charged and prosecuted for using 
chokeholds. Currently, under NYPD 
regulations, chokeholds are prohibited 
yet the NYPD’s Civilian Complaint Re-
view Board recently released a report 
on an estimated 1,000 complaints about 
police officers using chokeholds and 
only several of the complaints were 
questioned. One complaint resulted in 
an officer losing vacation days. Lanc-
man’s legislation would create a “new 
municipal offense of criminally negli-

gent infliction of physical injury.” 
In response to policing policies like 

stop-and-frisk and Broken Windows to 
target minor crimes, Lancman created 
the Committee on Courts and Legal 
Services at City Hall to create legisla-
tion to help New Yorkers navigate the 
legal system when they find themselves 
summoned for minor offenses and/or 
infractions within the courts.

“To put a legal system perspective 
on all of this, summons and minor ar-
rests go into permanent records mak-
ing future employment difficult. So 
ending  stop-and-frisk and the Broken 
Windows policing, which overwhelm-
ingly falls on neighborhoods of color, is 
important,” Lancman said. “It’s time 
to bring police and community rela-
tions back on the table.”

Ari Satti, spokesman for Lancman, 
said “it is an ongoing effort and as 
things die down, people will want to 
know what is happening with the [leg-
islation].”

Straphangers will have to add at 
least $5.50 to the MetroCard before 
they get the bonus. The 5 percent bo-
nus currently starts with $5 additions 
to the card.

“Our financial plan assumes mod-
est biennial fare and toll increases, 

and the board has chosen options with 
lower increases for our most frequent 
customers,” MTA Chairman Thomas 
Prendergast said.

The changes represent a 4 percent 
increase in fares and tolls over the 
next two years. The MTA has cut $1.1 
billion from its yearly spending, with 
more cuts planned every year to bring 
yearly savings to $1.6 billion by 2016.

ing mayoral control, Assemblywoman 
Catherine Nolan (D-Sunnyside) pushed 
for reforms that would give local com-
munities more clout in determining 
their children’s education. 

Nolan welcomed the reforms, not-
ing a section of New York Education 
Law states the community superinten-
dent would create a central office with-
in the district and hire and supervise 
staff to deal with parents. 

“The steps taken by Chancellor 
Fariña today will give superintendents 
an opportunity to make this law a daily 
reality for parents and students in New 
York City,” she said in a statement. 

Vanessa Chambers, principal of the 
Bay Terrace School, also known as PS 
169, in Flushing, commended the re-
forms as a way to address the specific 
needs of different schools in the city.

“I am pleased that the new Borough 
Field Support Centers will be designed 
to get schools the unique support they 
need rather than a one-size-fits-all 
approach,” Chambers said. “I also 
know the families at my school will 
be pleased that they have a superin-
tendent’s office at the ready to address 
their concerns.”

Superintendents will work with 
their expanded teams of six staff mem-
bers to assist principals in carrying 

out the supports from their centers. 
The superintendents’ teams will con-
sist of an administrative assistant, two 
family engagement officers, a field sup-
port liaison, a Renewal School liaison 
and a principal leadership facilitator. 

There will be two support centers 
in Brooklyn and Queens, and one each 
in the Bronx, Manhattan and Staten Is-
land. A Borough Field Service Center 
director will lead each BFSC. The cen-
ters will open in the summer. 

Fariña said the city is “drawing 
clear lines of authority” and making 
everyone in the system responsible for 
students’ performance. 

“This system will create consis-
tency and clarity across the school 
system, and help us better meet the 
needs of our students, schools, and 
school communities – especially those 
who struggle the most,” she said in a 
statement. “I believe principals know 
their schools best; school leaders who 
are achieving will have increased in-
dependence.”

The new school support system is 
an extension of initiatives the DOE in-
troduced over the past year, including 
the Framework for Great Schools, new 
School Quality Snapshots and School 
Quality Guides and the School Renew-
al Program. The agency also created 
new programs to encourage collabora-
tion and discuss best practices, includ-
ing the Learning Partners Program, 
Showcase Schools and PROSE schools.

Continued from Page 5 

Continued from Page 4 

Continued from Page 5 

Schools

Lancman

MTA
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

 
Did you know there is more than $150 billion each year in loans, 

grants, and work-study programs that can help you and your family 
pay for college? 

 
You can access this money by completing the  

Free Application for Federal  Student  Aid (FAFSA) 
 

Complete your FAFSA with the Y!  
 

Locations in Manhattan, Queens, Brooklyn 
and The Bronx  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
 
VISIT: WWW.YMCANYC.ORG/FAFSA  
 
 EMAIL: FAFSA@YMCANYC.ORG  
 

We  provide: 
�� On-site Trained Professionals to help complete the FAFSA  
�� Additional support after you complete the FAFSA 
�� Free Metrocards  

Supported by 

NEED MONEY FOR COLLEGE? 
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BY JUAN SOTO

Mayor Bill de Blasio nomi-
nated Little Neck resident Wel-
lington Chen, former Flush-
ing’s Community Board 7 
member, to become a member 
of the Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission.

Chen, the first Chinese 
American to serve on a com-
munity board in Queens, will 
be part of the agency respon-
sible for protecting the city’s 
“architecturally, historically 
and culturally significant 
buildings and sites by grant-
ing them landmark or historic 
district status,” according to 
the mayor’s office.    

Once a structure or a 
site gets the protection, the 
places are then regulated by 
the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission. 

Chen was also a member of 
the board of directors of the 
Queens Botanical Garden. As 
an architect he worked with 
the famous Chinese-American 

architect I.M. Pei, who de-
signed, among others projects, 
the Roosevelt Field Mall in 
Garden City, the Four Season 
Hotel in Manhattan, and the 
Kips Bay Plaza in Manhattan.  

The newest member of 
the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission graduated from 
John Bowne High School in 
Flushing, and since 2006, has 
been the executive director of 
the Chinatown Partnership 
Local Development Corpora-

tion. 
He was active in his com-

munity board on which he 
served 13 years, and in 2003, 
he was named Businessman of 
the Year by the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce.  De Blasio 
submitted Chen’s nomination 
to the City Council for advice 
and consent, a step required 
by the City Charter.

A resident of Little Neck, 
Chen was born in Taiwan 
and has lived in Singapore, 
Hong Kong and Brazil. After 
moving to the United States 
as an adolescent, he grew up 
in Flushing and lived in East 
Elmhurst for a brief period of 
time. He graduated from the 
School of Architecture and 
Environmental Studies at City 
College. 

Chen was born in Taiwan 
and has lived in Singapore, 
Hong Kong and Brazil. After 
moving to the United States 
as a teenager, he was raised in 

BY MADINA TOURE

In December, the unem-
ployment rate declined in 
Queens, the New York State 
Labor Department reported. 

The jobless rate in Decem-
ber was 5.7 percent, down 
from 5.9 percent in Novem-
ber, , according to Jim Brown, 
a labor market analyst for the 
Labor Department.  

Queens’ December unem-
ployment rate was consider-
ably higher at 6.7 percent in 
December 2013.

New York City’s unem-
ployment numbers remained 
the same in December, at 6.3 
percent, the lowest level since 
October 2008. 

In December, the num-
ber of private sector jobs in 
New York state increased 
by 30,100, or 0.4 percent, to 
7,638,200. 

The state’s economy has 
added 535,600 private sector 
jobs and seen employment 
growth in 41 of the last 48 
months since the start of Gov. 

Andrew Cuomo’s adminis-
tration, the department said. 
This period included 22 con-
secutive months of private 
sector job growth. 

The statewide unemploy-
ment rate dropped to 5.8 per-
cent from 5.9 percent in De-
cember, its lowest point since 
September 2008, according to 
preliminary figures released 
by the Labor Department.

“In December 2014, New 
York state’s economy expe-
rienced its largest monthly 
private sector job gain in two 
years and outpaced the na-
tion,” said Bohdan Wynnyk, 
deputy director of the Divi-
sion of Research and Statis-
tics. “In addition, the state’s 
unemployment rate contin-
ued its recent downward 
trend in December.”

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

WELLINGTON CHEN

Queens jobless rate 
drops in December

Little Neck’s Wellington Chen
named to Landmarks post

Increased Taxes and Costs + Rent Freeze = Landlords Cannot Repair, 
Improve, Maintain and Preserve Affordable Housing

The de Blasio affordable housing policy hurts poor 
and middle-income families, those most in need of  

affordable housing – as well as landlords of  rent-stabilized 
apartments, the largest providers of  affordable housing.

It’s Time for
New Solutions to 
an Old Problem.

The de Blasio Affordable 
Housing Equation Just 

Doesn’t Add Up.

www.RSANYC.net

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s Affordable Housing Policy:
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Continued on Page 25
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Christ the King Students Head 
to Washington D.C. for March for Life

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college 
preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students 
from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. 
The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, 
Vice Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., 
Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, 
President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

More than 20 students from Christ the King High School headed to Washington, 

D.C. on January 22, 2015, to participate in the March for Life. The annual protest 

march, held in our nation’s capital, marks the anniversary of the US Supreme Court’s 

1973 decision establishing the abortion rights in the landmark case of Roe v. Wade.
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
A Jamaica man has been charged 

with assaulting an off-duty NYPD 
officer in a St. Albans supermarket 
parking lot following a minor dispute 
earlier in the store that involved the 
defendant’s girlfriend, the Queens dis-
trict attorney said. 

Tommie D. Williams, 27, of 140-33 
173rd St. is presently awaiting arraign-
ment  in Queens Criminal Court on 
charges of second-degree assault and 
second-degree harassment, the DA 
said.

“The defendant is accused of allow-
ing a relatively minor bumping inci-
dent in a supermarket – to which he 
was not even directly involved – to rap-
idly escalate into a violent assault that 
resulted in him causing serious physi-
cal injury to his victim,” DA Richard 
Brown said.

 According to the criminal com-
plaint, a 42-year-old off-duty officer 
was shopping at the Pathmark super-
market located at 134-40 Springfield 
Boulevard Jan. 19, when he accidently 
bumped into Williams’ girlfriend and 
Williams verbally confronted him. 

Williams then allegedly told the of-
ficer that he would be waiting outside 
for him, the complaint said.

As the officer was walking to his car 
in the parking lot some five minutes 
after shopping, Williams allegedly ap-
proached him and punched him in the 
face with a closed fist, causing the offi-
cer to fall to the ground, the complaint 
said. Williams then allegedly walked 
away and entered a vehicle. The offi-
cer approached the vehicle and tried 
to take a photograph with his cellular 
phone, the complaint said, as Williams 
exited the vehicle and again punched 
officer in the face, knocking him to the 
ground, before fleeing in the vehicle.

The officer suffered three fractures 
to his face, which required hospital-
ization and the surgical implantation 
of a metal plate and metal wires to be 
placed in his face, the DA said.

If convicted of the charges, Williams 
faces up to seven years in prison.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali Kully by 
e-mail at skully@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546. 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A man from Far Rockaway has 
been charged with fatally shooting 
another unlicensed livery driver in a 
brazen morning attack at the intersec-
tion of Rockaway Beach Boulevard and 
Beach 81 Street Friday, according to 
the Queens district attorney.

“This shooting is another example 
of the senseless gun violence in our 
city that must end,” DA Richard Brown 
said. “The defendant is accused of kill-
ing a rival dollar van driver in broad 
daylight. If convicted, the defendant 
faces up to life in prison.”

The defendant is Fabian Sullivan, 
38, of 23-33 Mott Avenue in Far Rock-
away. He was arraigned before Queens 
Criminal Court Judge Michelle Arm-
strong on charges of second-degree 
murder, second-degree criminal pos-
session of a weapon and tampering 
with physical evidence.

Sullivan got into an argument on 
the morning of Jan. 20, with Leon 
Brown, 38. Sullivan allegedly used 
his vehicle to cut off Brown, who was 
driving a Ford Econoline van, before 
stepping out of his vehicle and firing a 
single shot, according to the criminal 

complaint.
The bullet pierced the victim’s 

chest and the victim’s van continued to 
roll and crashed into a parked car. The 
victim was rushed to a nearby hospital 
where he was pronounced dead, ac-
cording to court documents.

Sullivan fled the scene, but was ap-
prehended after giving a bag contain-
ing the bullets from the gun to his sis-
ter-in-law, Hind Chokary, allege court 
documents. Chokary, 27, of 118-40 200 
St., in St. Albans ,was also arraigned in 
Queens criminal court on a tampering 
with physical evidence charge but was 
released on her own recognizance.

Sullivan was ordered held without 
bail and his next court date is tenta-
tively delayed due to the northeastern 
snowstorm, according to the Queens 
district attorney’s office. If convicted, 
the defendant faces up to 25 years to life 
in prison. If found guilty of evidence 
tampering, his sister-in-law Chokary 
could expect to face up to four years in 
prison.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali Kully by 
e-mail at skully@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

Man busted in violent attack 
on off-duty cop in shop: DA

Dollar van rivalry ends 
in one death and arrests 

Are you the type of parent 
who likes to stay informed of 
important issues in education, 
great ways to help your child 
in school and other similar top-
ics? If so, Eileen Huntington of 
Huntington Learning Center 
suggests following education 
blogs to get current informa-
tion. “There are so many great 
blogs out there for parents that 
it can be hard to narrow them 
down,” says Huntington. “These 
blogs are a few of our favorites 
because they offer relevant in-
formation that parents can use 
to help their children become 
more successful students.” Here 
are five blogs that will keep you 
up to date on the issues that mat-
ter to you and your student. 

SchoolFamily – SchoolFam-
ily.com is “focused exclusively 
on helping parents help their 
kids make the most of their 
school year.” Their blog offers 
tips and advice for helping chil-
dren succeed in school—deal-
ing with everything from fos-
tering emotional awareness to 
developing students’ responsi-
bility to building reading com-
prehension. 

Scholastic Parents: The 

Learning Toolkit – The Learn-
ing Toolkit gives tips for par-
ents to support their children’s 
learning and development at 
every age. 

Scholastic Parents: Raise 

a Reader – Parents can get ad-
vice and resources on how to 
help their child develop read-
ing skills and extend the read-
ing experience at home. 

The Answer Sheet – The 
Washington Post’s education 
blog, The Answer Sheet, de-
scribes itself as a “school sur-
vival guide for parents (and 
everyone else).” The Answer 
Sheet covers all things educa-
tion, including education pol-
icy, the Common Core State 

Standards, standardized test-
ing and how students learn. 

The Choice – The New York 
Times’ Choice blog is no longer 
actively updated, but its four 
years of archives contain valu-
able information for parents of 
high school students who are 
applying to colleges about the 
admissions process, financial 
aid, determining a good college 
fit and more. 

Huntington offers one final 
tip for parents who want to fol-
low multiple blogs without hav-
ing to check the websites regu-
larly. “Use a feed reader such 
as Feedly or BlogLovin to or-
ganize all of the blogs that you 
follow in one simple interface,” 
says Huntington. “Alternately, 
you can subscribe to a blog via 
email to be sure that you re-
ceive new posts directly to your 
inbox.” For more great educa-
tion resources for parents, visit 
HuntingtonHelps.com

Huntington is the tutoring 
and test prep leader. Its certi-
fied tutors provide individual-
ized instruction in reading, 
phonics, writing, study skills, 
elementary and middle school 
math, Algebra through Calcu-
lus, Chemistry, and other sci-
ences. It preps for the SAT and 
ACT, as well as state and stan-
dardized exams. Huntington 
programs develop the skills, 
confidence, and motivation to 
help students succeed and meet 
the needs of Common Core 
State Standards. Founded in 
1977, Huntington’s mission is to 
give every student the best edu-
cation possible. 

Learn how Huntington can 
help at Huntingtonhelps.com.

For franchise opportunities 
please visit Huntingtonfran-
chise.com.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Huntington Learning  
Center Suggests  

Five Great Education  
Blogs for Parents
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BY JUAN SOTO
 
The Performing Arts Cen-

ter at Queensborough Com-
munity College is raising the 
curtains, and just in time for 
Valentine’s day. 

The spring program for 
this year will start with the 
performance of “Songs for Eva 
Perón” by internationally ac-
claimed Tango Buenos Aires 
dance company.

The dance based on one of 
Argentina’s most significant 
women figures will dazzle au-
diences Feb. 12 at 8 p.m.

Next up will be James Van 
Praagh: An Evening of Spirit. 
He will share his insights on 
how he views life and death 
March 21 at 8 p.m. His spiritu-
al messages earned him guest 
appearances on TV programs 
like  “Oprah,” “Nightline,” 
“Dr. Phil” and  “The View.”

Dance will be back at the 
Bayside stage March 29.

It’s the day to honor tradi-
tion because the Russian Na-
tional Ballet will make its vis-

it to QPAC. Their dancers will 
perform the timeless fairy tale 
“Sleeping Beauty” at 3 p.m.

The new cultural program 
also includes a sold-out Lunch 
Time Theatre, which will take 
place in Great neck at a local 
restaurant. 

According to Queensbor-
ough Community College, 
April 12 at 3 p.m. musical 
genres will be the theme 
of “Kenny Brawner IS Ray 
Charles.” Brawner, from the 
Harlem-based Brawner Broth-
ers Band, will perform Ray 
Charles’ iconic songs with his 
12-piece orchestra and three 
vocalists. Audiences will lis-
ten to “I Got a Woman,” “What 
I’d Say” and “Georgia on My 
Mind,” among other classics.

There will be also a mo-
ment for gospel, blues, country 
and jazz at the hands of the The 
Doo Wop Project from Broad-
way personalities April 19 at 3 
p.m. Audiences will enjoy the 
sounds of Smokey Robinson 
and The Temptations, among 
others.

The school also scheduled 
The American Jewish Sym-
phony to play songs featuring 
guest artist Mike Burstyn, one 
of the world’s most popular 

Jewish entertainers. The sym-
phony will be played April 26 
at 3 p.m.

Drama will also be on stage 
at the campus. 

Chazz Palminteri will per-
form May 3 a one-man version 
of “A Bronx Tale,” a movie 
with actor Robert de Niro. 

Palminteri has won an 
Outer Critics Circle award for 
acting and writing the play. 
He also wrote the screenplay 
version of “A Bronx Tale” and 
played Sonny in the movie.

The grand finale of the 
season will be dedicated to 
comedy. Peter Story, who stars 
in the one-man theatrical ad-
aptation of the book “Men are 
from Mars, Women are from 
Venus,” will hold a special 
show that will also serve as a 
fund-raiser. The performance, 
scheduled for May 9 at 8 p.m., 
is expected to draw big laughs 
as he examines hilarious 
twists and turns of dating and 
marriage appearing in John 
Gray’s book.  

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4564.

The Russian National Ballet is kicking up some confetti on the upcoming 
schedule of shows for the Queensborough Performing Arts Center. 

AP

Comedy, theater and music come to Queensboro
Performing Arts Center on campus will tango from Peron’s Argentina to De Niro’s Bronx

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 30 YEARS

ACHOO...........FLU
OUCH!...STITCHES
WHOOPS....X-RAY

191-20 Northern Blvd.
Bayside, NY 11358

718-224-8855
Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm

Sat. & Sun. 8am-7pm

82-17 Woodhaven Blvd.
Glendale, NY 11385

718-805-9581
Mon.-Fri. 9am-7pm

Sat. & Sun. 9am-3pm

$CASH$$CASH$
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FOCUS ON QUEENS

Borough President Melinda Katz lays out a plan she prom-
ises is good for Queens families during her State of the 
Borough address at Queens College.

The reception after the address features restaurants and 
food providers from Queens.

Katz poses with students from Flushing’s World Journalism 
Preparatory School after the speech. 

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (c.) arrives for the speech at 
the Queens College auditorium.

Council member Elizabeth Crowley is among the attendees 
at Katz’s address.

The chorus from the Frank Sinatra School of the Arts opens 
the ceremonies before the address.

The electronic billboard outside Colden Auditorium adver-
tises the State of the Borough address.

State Sen. Leory Comrie is seen before the speech. Former Borough President Claire Shulman (r.) and Public 
Advocate Letitia James renew an old friendship.

STATE OF THE BOROUGH ADDRESS AT QUEENS COLLEGE Photos by Michael Shain
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C ontrary to popular belief, 
adopting a healthy life-
style is not a diffi cult un-

dertaking. In certain instances, 
convenience may need to be 
sacrifi ced in favor of nutrition, 
but many people fi nd that liv-
ing healthy is not nearly as dif-
fi cult as they assumed it would 
be when they initially decided 
to make a change.

When people decide they 
want to start living healthier, 
many mistakenly assume they 
must abandon their existing 
habits entirely and start from 
scratch. But the following are 
some easy ways to start living 
healthier every day.

Add more fruits 
and veggies

One of the best and easiest 
ways to live healthier is to be-
gin eating more fruits and veg-
etables. Instead of unhealthy 
snacks like potato chips and 
cookies, snack on a piece of 
fruit, and never sit down to a 
meal unless you include some 
vegetables to go along with 
the main course. Studies have 
shown that men and women 
whose diets are high in fruits 
and vegetables are less likely 
to develop certain types of 
cancers, including cancers of 
the digestive tract. 

In addition, the United 
States Department of Agricul-
ture notes that people whose 
diets are rich in fruits and 
vegetables have a lower risk 
for heart disease, including 
heart attack and stroke.

Eat slowly
Some people may already 

be eating the right foods, but 
they may just be eating too 
much of them. It takes time 
for your body to let you know 
it’s had too much to eat, so eat-
ing too fast can increase your 
risk of overeating. While eat-
ing, try to limit distractions 
that can take your attention 
away from how much you’re 
eating. 

If you’re always watching 
television or checking emails 
on your phone while eating, 
try a few days of distraction-
free, careful eating, and you 
may fi nd yourself eating less 
and feeling more energized af-
ter a meal.

Skip the second 
glass of wine

The much-publicized med-
ical benefi ts of wine are some-
what misleading. Accord-
ing to the Mayo Clinic, when 
consumed in moderation, red 
wine can help prevent heart 
disease. That’s because alco-
hol and antioxidants found 
in red wine have been shown 
to increase levels of high-
density lipoprotein, often re-
ferred to as “good” choles-
terol, and protect against 
artery damage. 

But wine also contains sug-
ars that can fatten the liver, 
and a fatty liver can contrib-
ute to a host of serious health 
problems.

If you already drink 
wine, limit yourself to one 
glass per day. If you are not 
a wine drinker, then it’s im-
portant to note that many 
doctors believe the potential 
benefits of drinking wine do 
not outweigh the potentially 
negative consequences as-
sociated with alcohol con-
sumption, which include 
neurological problems and 
an increased risk for heart 
disease.

Get more sleep
Inadequate sleep affects 

the body in a variety of ways. 
Many people are aware that 
one poor night’s sleep is cer-
tain to affect their energy lev-
els the following day, but fewer 
may know of the link between 
sleep duration and chronic 
disease. For example, the Har-
vard Medical School notes that  
studies have linked insuffi -
cient sleep to type 2 diabetes, 
as the body’s ability to process 
glucose can be compromised 
by poor sleeping habits. 

Other medical conditions 
that have been linked to in-
suffi cient sleep include obe-
sity, heart disease and mood 
disorders. While you might 
be proud of your ability to 
function on minimal sleep, 
the long-term effects of insuf-
fi cient sleep can be dire, so be 
sure to get at least seven hours 
of sleep each night.

Choosing to live health-
ier does not mean you need 
to completely overhaul your 
existing lifestyle. In fact, 
you can make several easy 
everyday changes to dramat-
ically improve your overall 
health.  

F ew people are unaware 
of heart disease and its 
potentially devastat-

ing effects. But many people 
may not known that the term 
“heart disease” is a blanket 
term used to describe several 
health problems related to 
the heart.

According to the World 
Health Organization, ischae-
mic heart disease, which is 
characterized by a reduced 
blood supply to the heart, is 
the leading cause of death 
across the globe. Though 
many conditions are charac-
terized as ischaemic heart 
disease, many others are not, 
and the World Health Organi-
zation notes that other heart 
conditions, including stroke, 
are also among the top 10 
most deadly diseases in the 
world. The following is a run-
down of some of the more com-
mon heart conditions, many 
of which can be prevented if 
men and women make the 
right lifestyle choices.

Angina
Angina occurs when a 

person has chest pain or dis-
comfort around his heart 
because the muscle is not 
getting enough oxygen-rich 
blood. Angina can be a by-
product of elevated levels 
of stress or overexertion 
and may even be caused by 
clogged arteries. All cases 
of angina are not the same. 
Stable angina is the most 
common form, and usually 
follows a pattern that is com-
mon among patients. Unsta-
ble angina is less predict-

able, while variant angina, 
the rarest form of the condi-
tion, occurs while a person 
is at rest. Rest and medicine 
are at the root of treating 
angina, which is more eas-
ily treated once its cause has 
been determined.

Atherosclerosis
Atherosclerosis is char-

acterized by the buildup of 
fatty materials in the arte-
rial walls. This fatty mate-
rial can harden over time, 
restricting blood fl ow and re-
sulting in calcium deposits. 
Daily exercise and a healthy 
diet void of high-fat, high-
cholesterol foods are two 
ways to prevent or treat ath-
erosclerosis.

Cardiac arrest
Cardiac arrest is a culmi-

nation of several heart condi-
tions, including angina and 
atherosclerosis. Also known 
as a heart attack, cardiac ar-
rest occurs when blood and 
oxygen are unable to reach 
the heart. Chest discomfort; 
discomfort in other areas of 
the upper body, including 
the arms, back, neck or jaw; 
shortness of breath with or 
without chest discomfort; 
and nausea or lightheaded-
ness may all be indicators 
that a person is going into 
cardiac arrest.

Hypertension
Also known as high blood 

pressure, hypertension is 
a relatively common heart 
condition. Nearly every adult 

Easy ways to get on the right track

Daily exercise is one way men and women can prevent the onset of 
heart disease.

Including more fruits and vegetables in your diet is an easy and effective 
way to improve your overall health.

Live healthier

Continued on Page 24

‘Heart disease’ describes 
many different conditions
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has likely received a blood 
pressure reading at one point 
in his life. That reading mea-
sures the systolic pressure, 
which is the pressure created 
when the heart beats, and 
the diastolic pressure, which 
is the pressure in the heart 
when it is at rest. A blood 
pressure above 120 over 80 
is considered high, and that 
high fi gure might be caused 
by salt and water levels in 

the body and the condition of 
the body’s kidneys, nervous 
system, and blood vessels, as 
well as the body’s hormone 
levels. Treating hypertension 
is relatively simple, as a doc-
tor will typically recommend 
some dietary changes and 
may even prescribe medica-
tion for those patients with 
especially high blood pres-
sure.

Stroke
Stroke occurs when the 

blood supply to any part of 
the brain is interrupted. Po-

tentially deadly, stroke can 
cause paralysis as well. Trou-
ble speaking, loss of coordi-
nation, and trouble moving 
limbs may be indicative of 
stroke, which is considered 
a medical emergency that 
requires immediate medi-
cal help. The longer a person 
goes between the onset of a 
stroke and seeking treatment 
often determines the severity 
of the consequences.

More information on 
heart disease is available at 
www.heart.org. 

DISEASE

E very Valentine’s Day 
homes and businesses 
dress up their decor with 

cupids and hearts to celebrate 
a day all about love and af-
fection. The heart shape has 
been used to symbolically rep-
resent the human heart as the 
center of emotion and roman-
tic love. Hearts symbolizing 
love can be traced back to the 
Middle Ages. 

Those familiar with hu-
man anatomy realize that an 
actual heart bares very lit-
tle resemblance to the ideo-
graphic heart shape used in 
art and imagery. Similarly, 
the human heart really has 
nothing to do with human 
emotions. Despite this, there 
are many interesting compo-
nents of the heart, and a man 
or woman truly cannot love or 
live without one.

The heart as an organ is 
relatively small in size. It is 
roughly the size of a fi st and 
weighs only 11 ounces on 
average. Although diminu-
tive, the heart is responsible 
for pumping 2,000 gallons of 
blood through 60,000 miles of 
blood vessels each day. It ac-
complishes this by beating 72 
times a minute in a healthy 
adult. All of the cells in the 
body receive blood except for 
the corneas in the eye. 

The heart works harder 
than any other muscle in the 
body. In a fetus, it begins beat-
ing at four weeks after concep-
tion and will not stop until a 
person’s time of death. Even 
then, sometimes the heart can 
be revived. A heart can also 
continue to beat outside of the 
body provided it has an ade-
quate oxygen supply.

Although many people re-
fer to all of the blood vessels in 
their body as “veins,” they’re 
actually a combination of 
veins and arteries. Veins 
carry fresh, oxygenated blood 
to the body through arteries. 
The main artery leaving the 
left heart ventricle is called 
the aorta, while the main ar-
tery leaving the right ventri-
cle is known as the pulmonary 
artery. Blood traveling back to 
the heart fl ows through veins 
after it has passed the lungs 
to pick up oxygen. The thump-
ing noise that is heard while 
the heart is beating is actu-

ally the chambers of the heart 
closing and opening as blood 
fl ows through.

While the heart may not be 
the cornerstone of emotions, 
it can be affected by feelings. 
Studies have shown that a 
“broken  heart” is a real occur-
rence, according to Live Sci-
ence. Bad news or a breakup 
with a loved one can put a per-
son at increased risk for heart 
attack. This type of trauma re-
leases stress hormones into the 
body that can stun the heart. 
Chest pain and shortness of 
breath ensue but can be reme-
died after some rest.

Conversely, laughter and 
positive feelings can be ben-
efi cial for the heart. Research 
has shown that a good laugh-
ing fi t can cause the lining 
of the blood vessel walls — 
called the endothelium — to 
relax. This helps increase 
blood fl ow for up to 45 minutes 
afterward. 

Although having a big 
heart colloquially means that 
a person is loving and goes out 
of his way for others, physi-
cally speaking, a big heart is 
unhealthy. An enlarged heart 
can be a sign of heart disease 
and compromise the heart’s 
ability to pump blood effec-
tively. Left untreated, it can 
lead to heart failure.

Amazing facts 
about the heart

The heart is an amazing organ re-
sponsible for sustaining life.

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, nearly 40 

percent of the United States 
population is now considered 
obese, while an additional 34 
percent are considered over-
weight. These fi gures illus-
trate a potentially grave fu-
ture for Americans, as the 
consequences of being over-
weight or obese include di-
abetes, heart disease, and 
even death.

Obesity can have a very 
real and lasting impact on in-
dividuals and future genera-
tions. Here are some health 
effects that can be the result 
of carrying around too much 
weight:

Cancer
The National Cancer In-

stitute says each year thou-
sands of new cases of cancer 
in men and women can be 

linked to obesity. Some re-
searchers feel that excess fat 
cells increase hormonal ac-
tivity, which can lead to tu-
mor growth.

High blood pressure
Overweight or obese peo-

ple have a greater chance 
of developing high blood 
pressure. Blood pressure is 
the force of blood pushing 
against the walls of the ar-
teries while the heart pumps 
blood. High blood pressure 
can weaken the heart over 
time, causing it to work less 
effi ciently, and may lead to 
aneurysm, heart failure or 
stroke.

Infertility
As with cancer, the poten-

tial correlation between obe-
sity and infertility requires 
further study. But there is 
some evidence that points to 

obesity as a contributing fac-
tor to infertility. 

Overweight women tend 
to have a harder time get-
ting pregnant, and some re-
searchers feel that is because 
fatty tissue may cause hor-
monal changes that impact 
conception.

Type 2 diabetes
When a person has type 2 

diabetes, his body cannot use 
insulin properly. Over time, 
the body cannot make enough 
insulin to regulate blood 
sugar level. About 80 to 90 per-
cent of people who are obese 
also have type 2 diabetes, and 
it’s believed that being over-
weight places extra stress on 
the body’s ability to maintain 
proper glucose levels in the 
blood, creating a greater need 
for insulin. This can create a 
vicious cycle, as insulin use it-
self can lead to weight gain. 

Being overweight or obese can contribute to a host of potentially debilitating ailments.  

Obesity can produce 
startling side effects 

Continued from Page 23
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laboration with the People 
for the Ethical Treatments of 
Animals in which the groups 
targeted Council members 
by installing giant posters in 
the bus stops near their dis-
trict offices. The ads featured 
a horse that died in a Man-
hattan street in 2011.

“We also have volunteers 
picketing in the five bor-
oughs” near councilmen of-
fices, Feldman said. “We will 
be out there until the bill is 
passed. We will not stop orga-
nizing.”

The graphic postcards 
being sent read, “Carriage 
horses deserve better than 
a life of nose-to-tailpipe mis-
ery on congested Midtown 
streets... I respectfully urge 
you to support the legislation 
that will retire the horses to 
loving adoption homes.”

Councilwoman Karen Ko-
slowitz (D-Forest Hills) got 
about 15 cards in the mail 
last week. She said she op-
poses the bill.

Sources close to the coun-

cilwoman said she visited 
the stables where the horses 
are lodged “and believes they 
are treated well, which is her 
most important concern.”

They said as long as the 
animals are treated well, 
“she will continue” to oppose 
the bill.

Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside), who represents 
Bayside, Bay Terrace and 
other northeastern Queens 
neighborhoods, declined to 
comment.

His colleague, I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans), chair-
man of the Committee on Civ-
il Service and Labor, also re-
ceived postcards in the mail. 
He said it is NYCLASS’s right 
“to stand for their cause.” 

But he added that he prior-
itizes the “jobs of the 300 men 
and women in this industry. 
The sentiment of our com-
munity in southeast Queens 
is favorable to this industry, 
which has supported workers 
in our city for so long.”

Reach reporter Juan Soto 
by e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4564.

The press has written exten-
sively and derisively about the 
sexual harassment cases that 
have occurred in the Legisla-
ture over the last few years. It 
is time for that ‘culture’ to end 
once and for all. I am commit-
ted to doing just that.”

Nolan was first elected to 
the Assembly as a 25-year-old 
in 1984 and was chairwoman 
of both the Labor and Bank-
ing Committees during her 
career. She has served on the 
highly influential Rules and 
Ways & Means Committees.

“Cathy Nolan is a well re-
spected colleague and is an 
excellent candidate for speak-
er,” Assemblyman Michael 
DenDekker (D-East Elmhurst) 
said. “I look forward to hear-
ing from all the designated 
candidates and hope my col-
leagues and I can get behind 

one person to lead this body 
going forward.”

Assemblyman David We-
prin (D-Fresh Meadows) was 
delighted that Nolan “threw 
her hat in the ring” but was 
looking forward to hearing 
from the other candidates as 
well. “I’ve worked with Cathy 
for over 30 years and I think 
she’s definitely qualified, but 
I’m interested in hearing from 
all the other candidates as 
well because I wouldn’t vote 
for her just because she’s from 
Queens.”

Assemblywoman Nily Ro-
zic (D-Flushing)  said, “This 
past week has been a big mo-
ment for the state Assembly as 
an institution and I look for-
ward to hearing from all the 
candidates and their ideas on 
how to achieve reform.”

Assemblyman Phil Gold-
feder (D-Ozone Park) said, “I 
look forward to hearing pro-
posals from all of my fellow 
colleagues. Ultimately, I will 

make my decisions based on 
the best interests of the fami-
lies I represent.”

Nolan lives in Ridgewood 
with her husband Gerard Mar-
sicano and their son Nicholas. 
“I have the full support of my 
family and have been urged 
by many to step up to the chal-
lenges that face our great State 
of New York,” Nolan said.

Silver tried to cling to pow-
er despite voices in his own 
Democratic Conference urg-
ing him to step down. While 
Gov. Cuomo did not call for his 
resignation, he did say, “The 
government has to work, and 
the distraction of what’s going 
with the speaker, it hurts the 
functioning of government.”

Nolan said, “It is time for 
this institution to return to 
the high standards that the 
people of our state rightfully 
demand and respect.”

Continued from Page 4 
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Holy Child Jesus 
Catholic Academy

111-02 86th Avenue

Richmond Hill, NY 11418

718-849-3988

COME SEE OUR ENGAGING, INTERACTIVE, 
RIGOROUS ACADEMIC PROGRAM
Art, Band, Choir, Music, Computer Lab, Title 1 (ESL, Math, & 

Reading), Physical Education Program, Foreign Language, Student 

Council, National Junior Honor Society, Aquinas Gifted Learners, 

Hot Lunch Program, Boy & Girl Scouts, Universal Pre-K, Religious 

Instruction, Sacramental Preparation, and CYO Sports 

Holy Child Jesus Catholic Academy provides an environment of academic excellence where 

students learn and live the Gospel together in an atmosphere where ALL FAITHS are welcome.

Please Visit Our Website – http://www.hcjcany.org/

COME VISIT US ON OUR OPEN HOUSE DATES

January 28, 2015 (9 – 11:30 a.m.) 
& February 1, 2015 (9 a.m. – 1 p.m.)
Tours of the Building Will Be Conducted By Student Council Members

Catholic Academy

H
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Flushing and later lived in East 
Elmhurst. He graduated from 
the School of Architecture and 
Environmental Studies at City 
College. He also serves on its 

board of directors. Along with 
his nomination, the mayor 
also announced the appoint-
ments of Kim Lee Vauss for 
the architect seat at the com-
mission,\ and Ethel Sheffer 
as City Hall’s representative 
to the Public Design Com-

mission. According to its web 
page, the Public Design Com-
mission “reviews permanent 
works of art, architecture and 
landscape architecture pro-
posed on or over city-owned 
property”.  

Chen
Continued from Page 18 
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 

h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, 
tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ^Slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, ABS, 
pm, Alloys, CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL

CORVETTE2013 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #9700. 34k 
miles. 

$33,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

E3502012 MERCEDES

$24,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, 6 cyl, alloys, 
p/d/l, ac, p/s. Stk 
#11628. 20k miles. 

S5502012 MERCEDES

$42,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, V8, abs, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5326. 
18k miles. 

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for 
excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 20k 1226 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND 
RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT 

SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400 
         MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

$103BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

$139BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 20k miles, Stk#1934

$16,900

'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595

XXXX
DDDAAASSSHHH TTTHHHRRROOOUUUGGGHHH TTTHHHEEE SSSNNNOOOWWW

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2005 Chevy TrailBlazer, 81k J1066 $5,995

 2005 Ford Expedition, 122k 8789 $5,995

 2006 BMW X3, 128k 11286 $6,995

 2006 Toyota Rav 4, 114k 2554 $7,500

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $7,995

 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995

 2006 Honda Ridgeline, 135k 4629 $9,595

 2006 BMW X5, 85k 11851 $9,995

 2007 Jeep Gr Cherokee, 98k J1091     $10,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  

 2007 Toyota 4Runner, 86k 9610       $12,995

 2006 Cadillac Escalade, 100k 10464     $12,995

 2007 Toyota FJ Cruiser, 70k 11842     $16,995

 2008 GMC Yukon, 62k 65921     $17,995

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766For Complimentary Pick Up

MAJOR SAYS
KEEP IT!

DON’T GIVE UP
YOUR TAX REFUND!

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY JOSEPH GARGIULO

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (r.) appointed Aviation High School 
student Derek Sherpa to the United States Naval Academy 
Monday.  Photo courtesy U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley’s office

Councilman Cory Lancman (c.) visited his alma mater, Hillcrest High School, and met with seniors taking government class-
es and answered questions about his views on some of the biggest issues concerning the political world.  

Photo by Bob Harris

Nina Beckhardt, the CEO of a naming company in Los Angeles 
called “The Naming Group,” spoke to the virtual enterprise class at 
Hillcrest High School about the world of business and how she de-
veloped her own business.  Photo by Bob Harris

Tasnim Mollah, a senior in pre-med, became the first 
Hillcrest High School student accepted to Yale University. 
Mollah plans to pursue Medical Sciences at the Ivy League 
institution and has a goal of becoming a cardiovascular sur-
geon. Photo by Mutasem Sayeedi

Naushin Tasnim and Bidushi Ghumi represented the Biztek 
SLC and Hillcrest High School at the 16th annual California 
International Trade Show in December. Tasnim and Ghumi 
represented Build Your Future Institute, an online school 
that sells tutorials on a wide range of topics from sports to 
performing arts. Photo courtesy Bob Harris

Sarah Khimjee, a senior at Hillcrest High School's Academy 
of Media, Arts and Music, won a 2014 POSSE Scholarship 
to attend Brandeis University. Khimjee also recently intro-
duced Melinda Gates at the fifth annual Social Good Summit 
in New York City as a representative of Hillcrest's Girl Up 
Program. Photo courtesy Bob Harris

Assemblyman Mike Miller (l.) visited the St. 
Thomas School in Woodhaven to recognize 
the school's students of the month. Miller 
is seen with Principal Joseph Carpenter 
(r.) and the students of the month (from 
l.) Alexander Alvarracin-Battad, Amber 
Alvarracin-Battad, and Sarah Ramirez. 

Photo courtesy Angel Vazquez

The Forest Hills Volunteer Ambulance Corps provided mutual aid to the FDNY 
after receiving calls for help from the city agency Jan. 18. The call, made 
through the NYC Regional EMS Council, was received at 9:45 a.m., sending the 
FHVAC operations team into action. The FHVAC crew members who partici-
pated were as follows: Captain Daniel Exler, EMT-B; Officer on Call Lt. Brian 
Montalvo, EMT-B; Crew Chief Jeremy Davis, EMT-B; Crew Chief Justin Ly, EMT-B; 
Driver Anthony Bu; Driver Lt. Olexa Makuch, EMT-P; Dispatcher Annie Bu, RN; 
and Dispatcher NYPD Detective (retired) Florence Gomes.
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Advertise your  
Clinical Studies in  

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in 

Classifieds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE 

OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

VISIT SAFERCAR.GOV/THERIGHTSEAT
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Do you know a hero of Queens?
Nominate a person who has made a difference 

in the great borough of Queens

Email your nomination info to: llindenauer@cnglocal.com, or fax this form to: 718-224-5821, Att: Linda Lindenauer
Or mail this form to:

Queens Impact Awards Nominees
CNG — TimesLedger Newspapers

41-02 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
Att: Linda Lindenauer

25 people will have their important work featured in the newspaper and will be feted at a reception gala in their honor. 
It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Your name: ____________________ Phone: _____________________ Email: ___________________________

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners
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BY MERLE EXIT

Although they will most likely find 
it buried under a couple feet of snow, 
Dr. Seuss and his cavalcade of char-
acters, including Horton the Elephant 
and the Cat in the Hat, plan to drop by 
Rockaway Beach next week. 

That is when The Rockaway The-
atre Co. presents the culmination of its 
5-1/2-month-long youth workshop with 
a performance of “Seussical Jr.” 

“Our goal is an ensemble concen-
trated on teamwork and creativity to 

bring a balanced production to life 
while having fun in the process,” said 
Peggy Page, director and instructor. 

Page said she and the other adults 
involved in the show are a team and 
they treat each of the more than 50 
young performers in the show as part 
of that team. 

Beginning in September, instruc-
tors start brainstorming possible 
shows to stage at the end of the work-
shop. 

“There are not that many age-ap-
propriate musicals for a cast of 50-plus 

kids,” said Page. 
The musical they chose, “Seussical 

Jr.,” written by Lynn Ahrens and Ste-
phen Flaherty, debuted on Broadway 
15 years ago and plays as a mash-up 
of Dr. Seuss’s children’s books: “Miss 
Gertrude McFuzz,” “Horton Hatches 
the Egg” and “Horton Hears a Who!”

During the workshop, the young 
cast members receive vocal, dance and 
acting instruction from Page and her 

crew. Participants meet every Satur-
day for two hours. As the opening ap-
proaches, classes get longer and extra 
rehearsals are scheduled. Each of the 
roles is double-cast so everyone has a 
chance to be on stage.

“We try to make each child shine.  
We never give a student something 
they will fail at,” said Page.  “If the 
kids come back the following year, we 

Rockaway Theatre Co. Rockaway Theatre Co. 

SHOWS ITS SHOWS ITS 

YYOUNGER SIDOUNGER SIDEE‘SEUSSICAL JR.’ TAKES TO THE BOARDS

TimesLedger, Jan. 30–Feb. 5, 2015 Sudoku 32
 Arts & Entertainment 36
 Crossword Puzzle 37
 Guide to Dining 39

“Seussical Jr.” cast members rehearse a number at the Rockaway Theatre Co. 
Photo courtesy Rockaway Theatre Co.

Continued on Page 38
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PRODUCTIONS

“Hair” — The classic counterculture 
revolution musical from the 1960s, which 
seems as relevant today as it did four 
decades ago, gets a new production at The 
Secret Theatre.
When: Through Feb. 1
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., Long 
Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

“Seussical Jr.” — The world of Dr. Seuss set 
to music by Lynn Aherns and Stephen Flaherty 
comes to life with a group of young actors. 
When: Jan. 30 - Feb. 8, Friday at 7 pm, 
Saturday at 2 pm and 7 pm, Sunday at 2 pm
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., The Post 
Theatre, Building T4, Fort Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Lend Me a Tenor” — First String Players stage 
Ken Ludwig’s comedy, set at the Cleveland Grand 
Opera Co. in 1934 when world famous tenor Tito 
Merelli II is set to perform “Otello,” but through 
a series of mix-ups, including a double dose of 
tranquilizers, the star passes out just before the 
curtain is set to rise. 

When: Jan. 31 - Feb. 8, Saturday at 8 pm, 
Sunday at 2 pm
Where: Our Lady of Mercy, 70-01 Kessel St., 
Forest Hills
Cost: $10
Contact: fi rststringplayers@gmail.com

“Vanities” — Parkside Players presents 
this comedy-drama follows three Texas 
cheerleaders from high school through 
college up to a bittersweet reunion as they 
face turning 30. 
When: Feb. 21 - March 1, Friday and Saturday 
at 8 pm, Sunday at 2 pm
Where: Grace Lutheran Church, Union Turnpike 
and 71st Road, Forest Hills
Cost: $17, $15/seniors
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.parksideplayers.com

“Spank! The Fifty Shades Parody” — You’ve 
read the book and the movie is on its way 
here, so in the meantime check out this adult 
comedy with musical numbers skewering the 
best-selling novel. 
When: Thursday, March 5, at 8 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium, Kupferberg Center 
for the Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $25 - $45
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.kupferbergcenter.org

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY
Delicious homemade italian food at a price you can afford!

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, 
Plates, Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

COLD HEROS 3 FT. to 6 FT.
$1300 per ft. Italian Mortadella, Salami, 
Provolone, Mozzarella, Pepperoni, Prosciutto, 
lettuce and tomato
$1500 per ft. Chicken Grilled or Fried with 
lettuce and tomato
All sandwiches include macaroni & potato salad

Open
7 Days

NOON
To 11PM

kk

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

CHOICE B
$15.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Chicken Parmigiana - 
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala - 
Chicken Pizzaiola

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Penne Vodka

Tortellini Alfredo

per person per person

718-225-4700

CHOICE A
$13.95

Choice of 5 Items
Stuffed Shells - 

Tortellini w/Meat Sauce
Ravioli - Baked Ziti

Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken, Small Meatballs
Linguini, w/Red or White Clam Sauce

Pasta w/Broccoli, Garlic & Oil

$2500 2 Cheese Pies & 2 ltr Coke
$5000 4 Cheese Pies & 4 ltr Coke
$4500 2 Cheese Pies, Tray Baked Ziti
$1000 Dozen Chicken Wings Mild,
Medium, Hot, Spicy, BBQ or Teriyaki
$6500 2 Cheese Pies, Tray Baked
Ziti, 2 Dozen Chicken Wings

Answers in Sports
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After the discussion, Ms. Onofri will sign copies of her new book, 
Walking Queens: 30 Tours, published by Wilderness Press

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?

A roundtable discussion moderated by journalist Adrienne Onofri.
Honorable Jimmy Bramer, New York City Council (Woodside/Sunnyside/Astoria/LIC/Maspeth)

Ted Alexandro Meg Cotner - We      Astoria (Astoria)

Salvador Espinoza Richard Mazda - Secret Theater (Queens Plaza)

Sarah Obraitis Dimitri Partridge - Partridge Realty (Astoria)

This program is supported by public funds from the NYC Department 
of Cultural Affairs. Additional support provided by the membership 

of the Greater Astoria Historical Society.

Greater Astoria Historical Society
35-20 Broadway, 4th Floor, Long Island City, NY 11106

PHONE: (718) 278-0700
EMAIL: info@astorialic.org   WEBSITE: www.astorialic.org

BEHIND THE HYPE ABOUT ASTORIA AND LIC.

BY SUZANNE PARKER

Some people collect art or 
antiques.  For others it’s base-
ball cards or sports memo-
rabilia.  No matter what the 
collectors’ object of desire, one 
common trait is to find an ex-
emplar that is especially rare. 

In our case, it is diverse cui-
sines that incite our passion, 
the more obscure the better.  

It’s no wonder then that 
when we read in one of our 
favorite food blogs, “Eating in 
Translation” (www.eatingin-
translation.com), by Dave 
Cook, that a Bhutanese restau-
rant had opened in Woodside, 
our interest was piqued. 

Never mind that food crit-
ic/author Ruth Reichl once 
famously said that Bhutan—
with its staple ingredients of 
chilis and yak cheese—had 
the worst cuisine on the plan-

et.  We were off to prove her 
wrong.

Your mini-geography les-
son is that Bhutan is a land-
locked Himalayan kingdom 
bordered by India to the east 
and China to the north.  Most 
Bhutanese are adherents of 
the Drukpa school of Ma-
hayana Buddhism. Although 
a monarchy, Bhutan became 
a democracy, holding its first 

elections in 2008.  
Late in 2014, Lekay Drakpa 

opened what he claims is the 
only Bhutanese restaurant in 
New York City.  This Tibetan 
with the undercut-topped 
hairstyle is a former monk 
and Subway counterman.  He 
named his restaurant Ema 
Datsi after Bhutan’s national 
dish of cheese and chili pep-
pers.

Bhutanese Ema Datsi occu-
pies the former digs of a Chi-
nese restaurant, and retains 
some of its predecessor’s East 
Asian décor, overlaid with 
photos of Bhutanese royals 
and scenery.  The menu shares 
its Bhutanese bragging rights 
with a comparable number of 
specialties from Tibet and In-
dia.

Red rice is the staple of the 
Bhutanese diet, accessorized 
with small dishes of spicy, pro-
tein-heavy stews.  Bhutanese 
red rice, is a semi-milled rice, 
the bits of rice bran clinging 
to the grains and giving it a 
speckled pinkish appearance.  
A bulky mound of it was cen-
tral to the various Bhutanese 
thalis on the menu.  

Thalis are set meals served 
on a round tray, in this case a 
red and black sushi tray.  Of 
the six thali choices, we tried 
three.  All came with identical 
accompaniments.  There was a 
bland, cloudy white soup with 
a leafy green vegetable along-

At Bhutanese Ema Datsi the sha kam datsi thali includes dried beef, chil-
ies and cheese.  Photo by Suzanne Parker

Eatery brings taste of the Himalayas to boro

IF YOU GO
Bhutanese 
Ema Datsi

67-21 Woodside Ave, 
Woodside

(718) 458-8588
www.bhutaneseemadatsi.com

Price Range: Appetizers: 
$2.99—$8.99, Mains: $6.99—$10.99

Cuisine: Bhutanese, Tibetan & 
Indian

Setting: Small, unpretentious
Service: Friendly, obliging.

Hours: Seven days lunch and 
dinner

Reservations: No
Alcohol: License pending

Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: If they eat really 
spicy food.
Music: No

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes

Noise level: Acceptable
Handicap accessible: Yes

WIFI: No
Continued on Page 38

DINING OUT

Woodside’s Bhutanese Ema Datsi proves there is more to this cuisine than just yak meat
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45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361  (718) 229-5319
Monday–Friday 3:30pm–11pm  

Saturday 4pm–midnight  Sunday 1pm–10pm
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ELEGANT AND TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

www.JimmysBayside.com

PRIVATE 
PARTIES 

and 
CATERING 
available 

for all 
occasions

Open 6 days a week, Tuesday–Sunday, 5pm–12am
347-502-7274  www.winetimedouglaston.com

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com

Gift Certifi cates 
Available

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363
(Just north of the LIRR Douglaston Station)

OF DOUGLASTONOF DOUGLASTON

VALENTINE’S DAY
1/2 price bottle of 
Wine/Sparkling Wine
Dip your favorite fruit 
in the chocolate fountain
$5 all you can savor
Reservations suggested

COMMUTER SPECIAL
Bring in your commuter ticket:

Buy 1 glass of wine, get 2nd glass free
(excludes happy hour selection)

THE BIG GAME
Ladies: Buy 1 glass of wine, 

get 2nd free
All domestic and imported beer $5

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

It takes a lot for a time-spe-
cific show to remain relevant 
and fresh nearly 50 years after 
its first bow on Broadway. 

But the 1968 classic coun-
terculture music “Hair,” set 
against the backdrop of the 
Vietnam War and the turbu-
lent social changes of that era, 
continues to spark a message 
of peace, love and understand-
ing that speaks to today’s audi-
ences. 

The current version of 
“Hair” at the Secret Theatre, 
under the solid direction of 
Richard Mazda, delivers those 
messages with a high-energy, 
colorful and tuneful produc-
tion. 

Employing a huge cast of 
two dozens singers and danc-
ers, the show opens with Lau-
risa Lesure’s outstanding 
version of “Aquarius” that 
fills the small stage with the 
entire cast dressed in tie-dyed 
shirts, bell bottoms and a lot of 
fringe. 

The Tribe, as the young 
crowd has dubbed itself, 
spends its days protesting the 
war, taking drugs, enjoying 

guilt-free sex and hassling 
the older generation, who just 
don’t understand what it is to 
be young today. 

As the story unfolds — al-
though it is less a straight 
narrative than a series of vi-
gnettes to bridge the musical 
numbers — one of the Tribe’s 
leaders, Claude, is struggling 
with mixed emotions over his 
newly arrived draft notice. 

Despite his big talk of “hell, 
no, we won’t go,” now that Un-
cle Sam has come looking for 
him, Claude realizes he has a 
deep-seated sense of duty push-
ing him toward the induction 
center. He is unable or maybe 
unwilling to join his friends in 
a draft card burning ritual. 

These feelings frighten him 
somewhat as they are in stark 

contrast to the peacenik he 
thought himself to be. 

Torrey Wigfield turns in a 
mesmerizing performance as 
Claude.

He beautifully portrays 
Claude as a bohemian bon 
vivant, whose life revolves 
around sex, drugs and rock ’n’ 
roll.  

Claude is self-assured. He 
is sexy. He is someone oth-
ers would follow. Then as the 
story unfolds, Claude becomes 
confused and frightened. 

Wigfield also possesses 

a terrific singing voice that 
shines in “Manchester, Eng-
land” and “The Flesh Failures 
(Let the Sunshine In)” at the 
finale. 

Other standouts include 
Chloe Kostman as the very 
pregnant — but still partaking 
of weed — Jeannie, who offers 
a nice riff on the sorry state of 
the environment in “Air.”

Lesure teams up with Ruby 
Hurlock and Charlene Deen 
for a stylish and soulful rendi-
tion of “White Boys.” 

Wearing a wig that makes 

him more afro than person, 
Noel B. Austin’s owns the 
scene where, as Tribe mem-
ber Hud, he sings “I’m Black/
Colored Spade,” which is 
comprised of a listing of the 
most offensive, racial slurs 
hurled at African-Americans. 
Greg Ramsey brings much 
humor to his part as Woof, 
the reportedly straight Tribe 
member, who has it bad for 
Mick Jagger.  Actor Morgan 
Bartholick steals his scene as 
tourist Margaret Mead — in 
a frumpy dress and sensible 
pumps — who questions the 
group about their lack of vis-
its to the barbershop. 

The show is called “Hair” 
folks and that, too, becomes a 
rousing anthem to youth and 
self-realization. 

Cheers also to Mazda’s di-
rection. 

He smartly opts to present 
the show not as a comment on 
a earlier period — a sociologi-
cal study as it were — but as 
something that speaks to a so-
ciety dealing with war, racism 
and the fight for LGBT rights. 

 “Hair” remains a show of 
its time — no matter when that 
might be. 

Mary Linehan (l. to r.), Greg Ramsey and Chloe Kostman rehearse a 
scene from “Hair,” now playing at The Secret Theatre.  

Photo courtesy Justin Chauncey Photography

Secret Theater makes love not war with ‘Hair’
IF YOU GO

“Hair”

When: Through Sunday, Feb. 1
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com
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AUSTIN’S ALE HOUSE
PRESENTS

$50.00 per person++
Micro Drafts, Bottled Beer,

Top Shelf Cocktails 
(does not include shots or cordials)

Half Time Dinner Buffet

RAFFLES & PRIZE DRAWINGS

Wings to Go: (100) Wings $75.00 plus tax     
                      (50) Wings $45.00 plus tax

*Prepay and Order Wings to Go 
by Friday, January 30th and Save $5.00

Austin’s Ale House
82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

KICKOFF @6:30PM 

SUNDAY, 
FEBRUARY 1, 

2015

THE BIG 
GAME

THE BIG GAME
SUNDAY

Bourbon Street
February 1, 2015
Kickoff @ 6:25 

All Shown On The Big Screens

$45 Per Person ++ 
Reservations & Deposit Required

bourbonstreetny.com
718-224-2200

40-12 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, NY  11361

Hot & Cold Buffet 
Raffles & Free Giveaways 
Unlimited Mixed Drinks, 

Bottled Beer, 
Tap Beer, 

Wine & Soda
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

After eight years at the 
podium, Queens Symphony 
Orchestra Music Director 
Constantine Kitsopoulos 
has announced his resigna-
tion, effective immediately. 

“He feels that he can-
not give the time that the 
Queens Symphony Orches-
tra deserves,” said Daniel 
DeLoma, general manager.

Kitsopoulos has been jug-
gling his duties in Queens 
with other commitments, 
including conducting Broad-
way orchestras, leading 
Indiana University’s opera 
productions and acting as ar-
tistic director of the OK Mo-
zart Festival in Oklahoma. 

“During his tenure, Con-
stantine was always ready 
to step up for the QSO,” said 
Tania Broschart, president 
of the board. “Even as his 
own career soared, he made 
the QSO a priority.”

He is only the third music 
director since David Katz — 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz’ father — formed the 
group in 1953. Kitsopoulos 
assumed the role in Septem-

ber 2006 after the second 
music director, Arthur Fa-
gen, stepped down. 

While running the show, 
Kitsopoulos created or rein-
troduced programs such as 
pre-concert lectures, the 
Young Soloists competition 
and the family-friendly mu-
sical demonstration series 
Symphony 101.

“He helped shape the 
legacy of the QSO as a lead-
er by diversifying program-
ming to reflect the range of 
the QSO constituents,” said 
Broschart. “We are proud 
to be able to build upon all 
that he achieved.”

DeLoma said the work of 
finding a new director will 
begin this week with the 
formation of a search com-
mittee. 

Besides DeLoma, that 
group will include QSO 
board members and musi-
cians from the symphony. 
Queens residents may also 
play a part in the commit-
tee, said DeLoma. 

Reach News Editor Kevin 
Zimmerman by e-mail at kz-
immerman@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4541.

Queens Symphony’s director decides to step down 

MUSIC

“Peter and the Wolf “— The 
Queens Symphony Orchestra 
presents this family 
series concert featuring 
Prokofi ev’s “Peter and the 
Wolf,” Mozart’s “Magic Flute 
Overture” and Beethoven’s 
“Symphony No. 4.”
When: Sunday, Feb. 1, at 3 pm
Where: LeFrak Hall, Kupferberg 
Center for the Arts, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: Free, but registration 
is required
Contact: (718) 570-0909
Website: www.
queenssymphony.org

Hugh Masekela and Vusi 
Mahlasela — The South African 
music icons come together to 
mark 20 years since the end 
of Apartheid with a concert of 
Freedom Songs. 
When: Wednesday, Feb. 18, at 
7:30 pm
Where: LeFrak Hall, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 

Flushing
Cost: $35 - $55, $20/Queens 
College students with ID at 
box offi ce only
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website:  kupferbergcenter.
org

KIDS & FAMILY

“Mysterious Lake” 
Workshop — Join this 
workshop which imagines what 
happens if all objects became 
living creatures at night while 
you sleep. Bring objects from 
home and help create a short 
play about them. 
When: Saturday, Jan. 31, at 2 
pm for ages 3 - 7; and 4 pm 
for ages 8 -15
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Noguchi Open Studio: 
Drop-In Program for 
Families — On the fi rst 

Sunday of every month, 
families can explore the 
galleries and then spend 
time in the education room 
making art. Educators will be 
on hand to discuss gallery 
connections, introduce 
materials and assist in art 
making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 
9-01 33rd Road, Long Island 
City
Cost: $10 per family/
includes museum admission 
and materials
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

DANCE

Tango Buenos Aires — Direct 
from Argentina, this company 
presents its latest program, 
“Song for Eva Perón,” 
which traces the life of the 
country’s former fi rst lady 
through the national dance. 
When: Thursday, Feb. 12, at 
8 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-
05 56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $35 - $42
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/
qpac

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Queens Symphony Orchestra’s Music Director Constantine Kitsopoulos resigned from his post this week. 

Continued on Page 37

Conserve

SustainRenew

ensQueens
Future of Energy

i iBusiness Summit
Thursday, February 12, 2015  |  8:00AM-2:00PM

Queens College Science Building / Rosenthal Library

Register at www.queenschamber.org/events
Attendance is free
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Jan. 30-Feb 5, 2015

By Bill Deasy

Up in Smoke
Across
1. Word with club or 
orange
5. "In ___ trust"
10. Map abbrs.
14. Prolific unknown 
author?
15. Start of the Julian 
calendar
16. Parcheesi pair
17. ___ above
18. 1975 Wimbledon 
winner
20. Seek a pardon?
21. Pub inventory
22. Keeping an ___ 
the clock
23. Not static
25. A meter reader
27. In abundance
29. Sign of spring
33. 2008 
documentary about 
the national debt
34. Snacks in Tijuana
35. '___ Yankee 
Doodle Dandy…'
36. N.Y.S.E. and 
Nasdaq, e.g.
37. Viennese dance
38. Personnel IDs
39. ___ Tai
40. Battleship and 
Go, for two
41. "Let's go, Pedro!"
42. Seedy sights
44. Poke holes in the 
lawn
45. Uses an abacus
46. Trap in a lodge, 
maybe
47. Burst of artillery
50. Bits of leftovers
51. Cobb and 
Pennington

54. Quintet on the 
U.S. border
57. Court game, Jai 
___
58. Astronaut's ade
59. Gladiator site
60. Stone's throw?
61. Gin fruit
62. Lid irritations
63. Consumes

Down
1. European car 
since1947
2. Story starter
3. Boston College
football legend
4. Strong insect
5. Where the puck 
stops?
6. "No right ___"
7. LAPD investigators
8. Baby's cry
9. Part of a 
collegian's URL

10. "What ___ be 
alive!"
11. Workshop holding 
gadget
12. Sound that's 
coming back?
13. "As ___ On TV"
19. Snorkeling spots
21. Personal glow
24. Wall Street concern
25. Warsaw et al.
26. End of many L. 
Frank Baum titles
27. Short putt, in slang
28. Just perfect
29. Valleys
30. Takes apart
31. 'And ___ kidding!'
32. Chocolat director 
Hallstrom
34. Subdues
37. Dick Grayson, to 
Bruce Wayne

38. Agra attire
40. Dramatic no-
show
41. Some sweater 
necks
43. Ferocious
44. Plays the part of
46. Goodnight gal, 
of song
47. Bilko and York, e.g.
48. Asia's shrinking 
___ Sea
49. Carson's 
replacement
50. ___ dokey
52. Bill and Hillary's 
alma mater
53. Minds a minor
55. Scale notes
56. "...but is it ___?"
57. The Simpsons 
Squishee seller

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46

47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63
 

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

BIRDS OF A FEATHER
L A B S T R E E S H I P
A C R E H U G E S C O N E
C H I C K E N O R T H E E G G
E Y E E M U S H O N D A S

S T E P C R E E
A D M I T S G L O S S I E S
T O A L L F L E A F R A
T U R K E Y L E F T O V E R S
Y S L A U N T C I A O S
S E A L S K I N S T A R R Y

A L I D T O O L
P O S T U M C A R P I C E
D U C K T A I L H A I R C U T
A S H E S D O O R I O T A
S E S S A G E E O N E S

Memoriesare made at

718.224.8787
63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard
Marathon Parkway
Douglaston, New York 11363

FOLLOW US ON

Japanese Classical Dance 
at Resobox — Workshops 
teach the 400-year-old 
nichibu dance popularized 
in kabuki. All experience 
levels are welcome and all 
materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 
11; 6:30 pm workshop for all 
ages 12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/
students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Bayside Historical 
Society’s Winter Art 
Show— This annual two-
week exhibit showcases 
Queens artists who work in 
various media. 
When: Through Sunday, Feb. 1
Where: Bayside Historical 
Society, 208 Totten Ave., Fort 
Totten
Cost: $10/opening reception
Contact: (718) 352-1548
Website: www.
baysidehistorical.org

Polit-Sheer-Form! — The 
China-based art group 
attempts to create a 
framework for collective 
life in today’s consumer-
oriented China. 
When: Through March 8
Where: Queens Museum, New 
York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Suggested — $8/adults, 
$4/students and seniors, 
Free/children under 12
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.
queensmuseum.org

Continued from Page 36 

Arts

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM
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side the thali.  The platter itself har-
bored, along with the rice, a bowl of a 
potato filled vegetable sauce reminis-
cent of sambhar, an all-purpose sauce 
for combining with rice, or anything 
else within reach.  There is also a 
glob of what amounted to an incendi-
ary Bhutanese salsa for adding extra 
heat.

The dominant meat in the Sekam 
thali is dried pork.  It is reconstituted 
in the spicy sauce so that is thorough-
ly fatty, and not at all dry.  This dish 
pairs slices of cooked daikon with 
the pork.  The Nor Sha Paa thali fea-
tures fresh (uncured) beef.  This was 
a stir fry of beef, green beans, plenty 
of garlic, and chilies.  The flavor was 
scorchingly appealing, but the beef 
was tough and stringy.  

Our third thali, Shak am datsi, 

was built of dry beef with onions and 
peppers that tasted like poblanos in a 
light cheese sauce.  We discovered, by 
also ordering the namesake Ema Dat-
si, a standalone, not a thali, that the 
Shak am datsi was a non-vegetarian 
version of the Ema.  Both were fiery 
hot, but somehow comforting.  We 
preferred the Ema to the meat ver-
sion.  We would love it if they added 
a thali with Ema Datsi as its anchor 
dish.  Washing any of the above down 
with beer from the nearby deli is 
highly recommended.  

The Bottom Line

We can’t agree with Ruth Reichl’s 
diss of Bhutanese cuisine.  If you have 
a reasonable tolerance for spicy food, 
there’s plenty there to explore and en-
joy.  Fortunately, Bhutanese Ema Datsi 
is a lot closer to home than the Hima-
layas.

know their strengths 
and weaknesses so we 
help them where they 
need the help. The kids 
in our program all want 
to be there and so they 
work really hard to do 
their best.”

This is Andrew Feld-
man’s first workshop. The 
12-year old has been cast 
as Horton the Elephant. 

“I have a friend who 
had only good things 
to say,” said Andrew. “I 
have been doing theater 
since I was 5.  Nothing 
has come close to the 
quality shows at Rock-
away Theatre.  I have 
also been cast in the 
upcoming teen edition 
of ‘Legally Blonde’ and 
very much look forward 
to the workshops.”

Page said the theater 
has become a home away 
from home for most of 
the young actors, who 
realize it is a safe place 
to use their imagination 
and get away from tele-
vision and video games. 
She said most of the 
children’s mothers and 
fathers are also thrilled 
with the workshops.

“Parents tell me they 
never have to wake their 
children up on Satur-
day mornings,” she said. 
“They are up and ready to 
go.” Rita Rohde has been 
bringing her three daugh-
ters from Brooklyn to 
the “Seussical Jr.” work-
shops. For Madeline, 6, it 
is her first go round with 
Rockaway and she is play-
ing a bird girl. Caroline, 
10, is co-sharing a prin-
cipal role as Gertrude. 
Olivia, 13, who has been 
attending classes for five 
years, opted to skip the 
stage this time and focus 
her attention behind the 
scenes. She gets a chance 
to perform in the teen 
production of “Legally 
Blonde” later this winter. 

“What they learn 
here exceeds anywhere 
else,” said Rohde. “They 
are prepared for other 
auditions, including 
open calls for Broadway 
shows. My home is the 
happiest when they are 
singing the sound track 
to the plays they are re-
hearsing.” 

Another benefit from 

taking the workshop in-
volves landing a role in 
one of the theater’s main 
stage productions. 

“When the main 
stage directors need to 

cast children, they come 
to us first for our recom-
mendations,” said Page. 
“Our kids know how to 
handle themselves dur-
ing rehearsals and pro-
ductions, so it is a plus.”

Brooklynite An-
napurna Sinha believes 
the workshop has done 
wonders for her 10-year-
old son Iravan’s self-
esteem. After taking 
the workshop, Iravan 
landed a part in the the-
ater’s adult production of 
“Gypsy.”

“Aside from the 
creativity, Iravan has 
learned discipline and 
has more confidence,” 
she said. 

Continued from Page 31 

Younger Side

IF YOU GO
“Seussical Jr.”

When: Through Feb. 8
Where: The Rockaway 
Theatre Co., The Post 
Theatre, Building T4, 
Fort Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 374-
6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatre
company.org

Kudos delayed one week 
because of stormy weather

BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

OK, so we are not 
the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice. 

This week’s snow-
storm did keep us from 
our appointed rounds 
and we fell short of 
time when it came to 
completing the Queens 
Kudos Awards. 

The Kudos will be 
published in the Feb. 6 edition of the 
paper. 

The paper’s Arts and Entertainment 
section, the QGuide, will present its sec-
ond annual Queens Kudos Awards to 
those actors, actresses and directors 
who delivered performances and pro-
ductions that outshined the rest.

Here is who is in the running for 
the 2015 Kudos:

Outstanding Actress in a Lead 

Role: Michelle Federer in “The Cot-
tage” at the Queens Theatre, Laura 
Frye in “A Christmas Carol” at 
Queens Theatre, Crystal Kellogg in 
“Allegro” at Astoria Performing Arts 
Center, Mary Rasmussen in “Uriel 
Acosta — I Want That Man!” at The 
Chocolate Factory and Jennifer Gor-
don Thomas in “The Unlikely Ascent 
of Sybil Stevens” at The Secret The-
atre.

Outstanding Actor in a Lead 

Role: Mark Banik in “Allegro” at As-
toria Performing Arts Center, Kirk 
Gostkowski in “Hurlyburly” at Varia-
tions Theatre Group, Terry Layman 
in “King Lear” at Titan Theatre Co., 
Kevin Loomis in “A Christmas Car-
ol” at Queens Theatre and Richard 
Mazda in “Richard III” at The Secret 
Theatre.

Outstanding Ac-

tress in a Supporting 

Role: Jacklyn Collier in 
“Hurlyburly” at Varia-
tions Theatre Group, 
Maria Couch in “The 
Cottage” at Queens 
Theatre,  Sandra Karas 
in “Richard III” at The 
Secret Theatre, Emily 
Koch in “In the Bones” 
at Astoria Performing 
Arts Center and Toni 

Elizabeth White in “Allegro” at Asto-
ria Performing Arts Center. 

Outstanding Actor in a Sup-

porting Role: Tristan Colton in 
“This Prison Where I Live” at Titan 
Theatre Co., Nick Fondulis in “It’s a 
Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play” 
at Variations Theatre Group, Chris 
Harcum in “Hurlyburly” at Varia-
tions Theatre Group, Mark A. Keeton 
in “It’s a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio 
Play” at Variations Theatre Group 
and Joshua Stenseth in “Allegro” at 
Astoria Performing Arts Center. 

Outstanding director: Lenny 
Banovez for “A Christmas Carol” 
at the Queens Theatre, Alberto Bo-
nilla for “Richard III” at The Secret 
Theatre, Greg Cicchino for “It’s a 
Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play” 
at Variations Theatre Group, Adam 
Dannheisser for “The Cottage” at the 
Queens Theatre and Rich Ferraioli 
for “Hurlyburly” at Variations The-
atre Group.   

Outstanding production: “A 
Christmas Carol” at Queens Theatre, 
“Hurlyburly” at Variations Theatre 
Group, “It’s a Wonderful Life: A Live 
Radio Play” at Variations Theatre 
Group, “King Lear” at Titan Theatre 
Co. and “Richard III” at The Secret 
Theatre. 

Caroline Rohde (l.) and Aidan Lawrence rehearse a scene 
from “Seussical Jr.” at the Rockaway Theatre Co. 

Photo courtesy Rockaway Theatre Co.

The cast takes a bow after a rehearsal at the Rockaway 
Theatre Co. Photo courtesy Rockaway Theatre Co.

Continued from Page 33 

Datsi

Lauren Endall (l. to r.), Devin Parchment and James Endall 
rehearse a song. Photo courtesy Rockaway Theatre Co.
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

THE DOUGLASTON MANOR PRESENTS 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT  
ITALIAN BUFFET DINNER

DINNER IS 5PM – 9:30PM | $24.95 PER PERSON
STARTING WED., JAN. 14, 2015 AND EVERY WED.

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Douglaston, NY 11363 
Call 718-224-8787 for reservations

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  347-502-7274 
www.winetimedouglaston.com  

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com
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The Blizzard of 2015 did not do as much damage in Queens as me-
teorologists predicted, but it still caused travel and safety problems 
throughout the area. (Clockwise from top l.) Residents in Hollis begin 
early digging out of their cars on 204th Street; the platform for the 
Flushing line in Sunnyside was no picnic; the storm was not as bad as 
feared — unless you were the one shoveling; a biker braves the weath-
er in New Hyde Park; on Main Street in Flushing, there isn’t a car to 
be found; under the Queensboro Bridge, the view is just as dramatic; 
Sutphin Boulevard’s busy transit hub is deserted but for one worker; 
and residents slowly emerged from their homes near Forest Park in 
Woodhaven when the travel ban was lifted.

Snow joking around

Photo courtesy @papapiccione via 
Instagram

Photo by Madina Toure

Photo by Sadef Kully

Photo by Sadef Kully

Photo by Madina Toure Photo courtesy @filmmylifrnc via Instagram

Photo by Nat Valentine Photo courtesy @pbandjackie via Instagram
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Robyn Francis has vol-
untarily taken a back seat 
to her Francis Lewis team-
mates throughout her career, 
even when she was older or 
equally as talented.

Early on, it was Jasmine 
Davis and Tyese Purvis, and 
most recently Sierra Green 
and Chi La Bady. Francis’ 
role has changed lately with 
Green missing time with 
an injury and the Patriots 
struggling a bit. She has be-
come the player Lewis turns 
to when it needs a big basket, 
steal or momentum chang-
ing play.

“Robyn’s skill set is im-
pressive,” Lewis coach Steve 
Tsai said. “She’s had it, but 
she’s kind of laid back a little 
bit. This year it is just part 
of our offense. It’s part of us 
now that she is so important 
to what we do.”

That was evident as Fran-
cis helped the Patriots girls’ 
basketball team gut out an 
important 54-48 win over 
host Midwood in PSAL Class 
AA play last Friday. The se-

nior was a major factor on 
defense and scored a team-
high 12 points, including 
two baskets in the final 1:40 
to put the game away. It was 
the latest example of Francis 
taking over when needed the 
most.

“If I see that nobody else 
is going to take that up, I’m 
going to take that up,” Fran-
cis said. “Somebody has to 
set the tone for the team.”

The Patriots (13-5, 12-1) 
found themselves tied with 
Midwood with five minutes 
to play and saw its defense 
take over from there. Lewis 
allowed just one field goal 
in the fourth quarter and 
outscored the Hornets 14-8 
in the frame. Its press cre-
ated turnovers at half court 
and defending city champion 
Lewis did enough to secure 
a victory that keeps it in the 
top three of the PSAL’s play-
off seeding.

“Defense wins game,” 
guard Taliyah Brisco said. 
“It’s not just putting the ball 
in the basket. We have to get 
the ball first.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The doubts began to over-
come Rashond Salnave. 
Thanks to his teammates he 
did not succumb to them.

The rest of the people on 
the Benjamin Cardozo bench 
never lost faith in themselves 
and their leader. Salnave kept 
being told that despite a poor 
shooting weekend he and the 
team would find a way to win.

“They just told me keep 
shooting,” Salnave said. “It’s 
going to start falling. They 
said just believe and that’s 
what I did.”

The comeback from a nine-
point deficit with less than 
two minutes to play started 
innocently enough. Salnave, 
who had just four points at 
the time, got a basket and the 
foul. On the next possession, 
he buried a three-pointer from 
the right side to spark an im-
probable finish.

Cardozo scored 12 points in 
the final 1:46, including three 
treys to steal a thrilling 50-47 
victory over fellow PSAL boys’ 
basketball power Wings Acad-
emy in the final of the SNY In-
vitational at CCNY Saturday.

“Everybody started mak-
ing shots toward the end,” Car-
dozo forward Tareq Coburn 
said. “Ray hit the big three.”

More big shots followed 
and with Wings out of tim-
eouts and unable to stop the 
run. Salnave’s shot pulled Car-
dozo (15-1) within four. Aaron 
Walker followed that up with a 
three of his own after a quick 
shot and miss by Wings (14-2). 
Coburn put the Judges up for 
good at 49-47 with a triple from 
the right side and 30.4 seconds 
remaining in the game.

“It was great because I 
didn’t hit a three in the whole 
game,” Coburn said.

Wings, again, could not 
score. Armando Dunn kicked 
the rebound to Salnave. He 
was fouled and made one of 
two free throws. The Judg-
es trapped Wings star and 

Hofstra commit Desure Buie 
(19 points) in the right cor-
ner on the final possession. It 
forced a contested three that 
was no good and Cardozo ran 
out the clock.

“I don’t know what the hell 
happened,” Judges coach Ron 
Naclerio said. “A three, and 
a three, and then a Coburn 
three.”

Walker led Cardozo with 
17 points. Elijah McNeely tal-
lied 12 points and Coburn had 
10. Salnave finished with nine 
points on just 3 of 13 shooting 
from the field. Dunn grabbed 
seven rebounds and helped the 
Judges limited Georgetown-
bound center Jessie Govan to 
just 11 points and 11 boards.

Cardozo, which trailed 

most of the game, had just one 
assist going into the final two 
minutes. It shot 1-for-16 from 
three-point range before mak-
ing the biggest threes late. 
Keeping confident in Salnave 
helped it all to happen.

“We are not taking you out 
of the lineup,” Naclerio said 
he told the junior. “We are not 
benching you. You’ve got to 
play.”

It’s the Judges first title in 
four appearances in the SNY 
Invitational. Naclerio believes 
the team has had a different 
focus since losing to Christ 
the King on Jan. 11. Cardozo 
has played its best basketball 
since then.

Continued on Page 443Continued on Page 43

Elijah McNeely celebrates Cardozo's come from behind victory in the 
SNY Invitational championship againstg Wing Academy at City College 
Saturday. Photo by Robert Cole

Francis Lewis guard Chi La Bady takes the ball strong to the hoop 
against Midwood. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Miracle comeback
Late rally hands Judges fi rst SNY Invitational crown

Vet Francis powers 
Pats past Midwood
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

One of the best efforts of St. 
John’s season could not spoil 
a historic day for Duke coach 
Mike Krzyzewski.

The Red Storm men’s bas-
ketball team led by 10 points at 
the midway mark of the second 
half before Duke went big and 
to a zone defense. The Blue Dev-
ils shut down St. John’s ability 
to get to the basket and rallied 
for a 77-68 victory in front of 
a sellout crowd at Madison 
Square Garden Sunday. It was 
the 1,000th victory of Krzyze-
wski’s career.

“Duke made the decisive 
final run, the final blow and 
we weren’t able to answer” St. 
John’s coach Steve Lavin said.

No. 5-ranked Duke (17-2) 
went on an 18-5 run to take a 
65-62 lead with 4:39 to go in the 
game. It was sparked by three-
point plays from Quinn Cook, 
Tyus Jones and Jahlil Okafor 
and a top-of-the-key three-
pointer by Cook (17 points) that 

gave the Blue Devils the lead for 
good at 63-62. Reserve forward 
Marshall Plumlee helped Duke 

regain control of the back-
boards.

St. John’s got as close as 

three points in the final four 
minutes, but could not find the 
offensive rhythm and explosive-
ness it displayed for the previ-
ous 20 minutes. The Red Storm 
(13-6) shot 10 of 30 from the field 
after the break and 0-for-7 from 
three.

“It’s not that we couldn’t 
figure out [the zone],” Harrison 
said. “We just weren’t making 
shots and they went on a run. 
It’s part of the game. We make 
two or three more shots we go 
up 15, 16 and it’s a different type 
of game.”

The loss spoiled one of St. 
John’s best performance of the 
season. Sir’Dominic Pointer 
scored 21 points, including 13 
straight in the first half, and 
grabbed 10 boards. Rysheed 
Jordan had 16 of his 18 points 
before the break. St. John’s ral-
lied from 11 points down to grab 
a 28-27 lead on a Pointer bucket 
with 5:25 to go in the first half.

“I think for 10 minutes we 
outplayed them, then for 20 
minutes they just killed us with 

their athleticism,” Krzyzewski 
said, “Jordan and Pointer, espe-
cially. We didn’t have answers 
for them.”

Phil Greene tallied 13 points 
and a banged up D’Angelo Har-
rison netted 12. Harrison’s 
three-pointer to end the first 
half put the Red Storm up 43-
39 at the break. Center Chris 
Obekpa and the Red Storm de-
fense did an excellent job con-
trolling Okafor (17 points, 10 
rebounds), the consensus No. 
1 pick in the upcoming NBA 
draft should he declare.

The loss is St. John’s fifth 
in its last seven games and the 
team sits in eighth in the Big 
East conference standings. 
Lavin said the team is two to 
three wins behind where he 
would like it to be right now 
and its focus needs to shift to 
Big East play.

“We just have to take care of 
the rest of the Big East,” Har-
rison said. “This is a big game 
and we fell short, but we will 
worry about the Big East.”

T
ravis Atson’s move to 
South Kent has been 
smooth and successful.

The former Christ the 
King guard and Greenpoint 
native transferred to the Con-
necticut boarding school in 
hopes of improved opportuni-
ties and time to advance his 
game and raise his college re-
cruiting stock. Both are hap-
pening less than a year into 
his time there. He has been 
displaying better perimeter 
skills and high major college 
coaches are beginning to take 
notice.

“He’s really learning how 
to make the move from an inte-
rior player to a perimeter play-
er,” South Kent coach Kelvin 
Jefferson sad. “He’s improving 
his ball handling. He’s improv-
ing his shooting. He is dong 
this year things he hasn’t done 
in previous years.”

Aston got a chance to put 
his new skills on display for 
his hometown fans over Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. weekend 
during the Big Apple Basket-

ball Invitational at Baruch Col-
lege. The 6-foot-5 junior, who 
reclassified to the class of 2016, 
scored 21 points and grabbed 
five rounds in a 69-61 win over 
Genesis Academy (Va.). Atson 
made two three-pointers and 
displayed a lightning quick 
first step. He admitted to being 
a little nervous to play in New 
York City again.

“I think I played pretty 
well,” Atson said. “I could have 
made more shots, but we got 
the W. That’s all that matters.”

There have been better per-
formances, including 34 points, 
seven rebounds and six assists 
in a recent win over Believe 
Prep. Atson first began getting 
college coaches’ attention in 
November by playing well at 
the National Prep Showcase. 
Atson, who already has more 
than a dozen offers, also has 
interest from Xavier, Clemson, 
Florida and Boston College. He 
plans on visiting Boston Uni-
versity this weekend.

“I got a lot of high majors 
contacting me,” he said. “I 
didn’t have that last year.”

Iona, he said, is pursuing 
him the hardest, along with 
Boston University, Clemson, 
Duquesne and DePaul. Atson 
hopes to make a decision by 
October as to where he will 
spend his collegiate years.

He already feels he’s made 

the right choice with South 
Kent, saying he wasn’t com-
fortable at Christ the King 
even after helping the Royals 
win a second straight CHSAA 
and state Federation Class AA 
crown. Being at South Kent 
has forced him to raise his 
level of play.

South Kent isn’t exactly 

Brooklyn. With little else to do 
and the gym right near Atson’s 
room, he gets a chance to work 
on his skills even more so than 
in the past. There was an ad-
justment for sure, to rural life, 
and all-boy schools and a new 
team, but so far Atson has got-
ten everything he’d hope for 
out of the switch.

“For a guard his size, he is 
one of the best rebounders in 
the country,” Jefferson said. 
“He’s improved his jump shot, 
which was always a question. 
They didn’t know if he can 
shoot the ball. He is doing that 
now. All his guard skills were 
in question at one point. He’s 
really silencing those critics.”

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

At Home: Former Christ the King guard and Greenpoint-native Travis Atson has made a smooth transition to 
South Kent.  Photo by Robert Cole

St. John's D'Angelo Harrison shoots a jumper during Sunday's game 
against Duke at Madison Square Garden. Photo by Robert Cole

Former Christ star Atson shining at South Kent

SJU can’t deny Coach K milestone win
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Cassidy Khan scored 10 
points for Lewis. Brisco and 
Bady added nine each. Junior 
guard Jai Moore scored 11 
of her 23 points in the third 
quarter for Midwood. Alex-
andra Moogan chipped in 14 
points, including four three 
pointers.

Both Moore and Moogan 
created major problems for 
Lewis in the first half. They 
sparked a 10-1 run that gave 
Midwood a 21-19 first-quarter 
lead. Moore hit five of six 
jumpers in the third quarter 
to put the Hornets up two in 
the closing seconds. Sierra 
Green, in her first game back 
from a thumb injury, hit a 

huge three-pointer to tie the 
game 40-40 to start the fourth. 
Tsai felt the team did not ex-
ecute well enough on defense 
during that time.

“Even though we press the 
most important thing is not 
to press and get out of char-
acter,” he said. “I felt for most 
of the game we were so out of 
character.”

His team, despite not play-
ing its best basketball yet, is 
still in a good position to de-
fend its city title.

Having Green back healthy 
and Francis playing the best 
basketball of her career, only 
bodes well for the rest of the 
season.

“Everyone has been scor-
ing and she just adds on,” 
Francis said. “We don’t want 
to go back.”

Francis
Continued from Page 41

Golden Eagles earn statement win
BY PATRICK MCCORMACK 

Springfield Gardens’ play-
ers wanted to win for more 
than themselves against Bed-
ford Academy. Coach Angelo 
Buono’s team knew he had 
never beaten the Brooklyn 
power and planned on doing ev-
erything they could to change 
that.

Mission accomplished.
The Golden Eagles boys’ 

basketball team did just that 
by using a big second half to 
defeat the Panthers 80-69 in the 
main event of the PSAL Class 
A Showcase Sunday evening at 
Benjamin Cardozo.

Daniel Kisson said the team 
played to get Buono, who never 
beat Bedford Academy, a win.

“My coach has never had a 
win against Bedford so we had 
to get one for him this year,” ju-
nior guard Daniel Kisson said.

The Golden Eagles started 
their comeback at the tail end 
of the first half putting together 
a 9-1 run that was led by seven 
points from Kisson. It cut Bed-
ford’s lead to 32-31. Kisson, who 
scored a team-high 22 points, 
struggled early from the floor, 
but found the scoring touch 
during the spurt.

“My teammates always en-
courage me to keep shooting 
the ball,” he said. “So I just kept 
shooting.”

Bedford Academy, last 
year’s city runner up, broke the 
run with a three from Antony 
Munson. Joel Boyce made a 
layup to end the half to bring 
Springfield within 35-33.

The Golden Eagles (18-3) 
scored five straight points on 
a layup from Ian Howard and 
a three from Daniel Charlton 
to take their first lead of the 
contest 38-37 early in the sec-
ond half. The teams exchanged 
leads until Kisson and Charl-
ton scored back-to-back baskets 
to make it 53-49. The key for 
Springfield was their defensive 

play.
“We came out, we played re-

ally strong on the defensive end 
and we were able to slow them 
down,” Buono said.

Bedford (17-2) jumped ahead 
to begin the fourth on a pair of 
foul shots from Anthony Gibbs, 
but Springfield responded with 
a three-point play from Boyce to 
go back ahead 56-54 late in the 
third quarter and did not look 
back. Springfield shot 23 of 27 
from the free throw line in the 
fourth quarter to pull away.

“The three-point play set the 
tone for the rest of the game,” 
said Boyce, who had 17 points. 
“We were down most of the 
game but we executed, played 
smart and played Springfield 
basketball.”

Springfield also held Mun-
son, who had a game-high 29 
points, to two points in the 
final quarter. Its defense and 
free throw shooting were key 
to picking up a win with major 
playoff seeding implications.

“We have been playing Bed-
ford for the last couple of years 
and I haven’t been able to beat 
them,” Buono said. “Now we 
know we can beat anyone in the 
city if we beat them.”

The defending PSAL city 
champion Judges beat New Jer-
sey power Seton Hall Prep, pre-
viously nationally ranked Long 
Island Lutheran and now Wings 
all in the last week. Beating the 

Bronx school was also payback 
after Wings beat Cardozo three 
times during the summer and 
offseason. This stretch has the 
Judges in position to claim one 
of the top two seeds in league’s 
Class AA playoffs.

“I think we should be num-
ber one,” Coburn said. “I don’t 
see why not”

Cardozo
Continued from Page 41

We were down 
most of the game, 
but we executed, 
played smart and 
played Springfi eld 

basketball
Springfi eld Gardens’ Joel 

Boyce

— EINSTEIN
  adopted 12-09-10

SURE,
AT FIRST I WAS A LITTLE TAKEN ABACK 

BY THE WHOLE PEEING STANDING UP THING. 
BUT I TAUGHT HIM TO THROW A STICK 

AND NOW HANGING OUT WITH HIM
IS THE BEST PART OF MY DAY.  

Week 35
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How can 155, 886 
households in 
Brooklyn help 
your business?

CNG’s newspapers, Courier-Life, The Brooklyn Paper 
and Caribbean Life, have been an important part 
of the Brooklyn advertising landscape for decades. 
Our weekly newspapers let you target a specifi c 
neighborhood or reach all parts of the borough with 
your advertising message. And with the borough’s 

largest household coverage, that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with 
CNG’s Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising 
professional who can help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510
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tricts in the entire city. 
“It’s remarkable because 

our school districts rank 
among the highest overcrowd-
ing rates across the city,” she 
said. “Some of our schools are 
at over 200 percent capacity. Yet 
despite this, our schools man-

age to boast some of the high-
est graduation rates and lowest 
dropout rates.”

There was a moment of 
controversy when the borough 
president voiced her opposi-
tion to term limits for commu-
nity board members despite the 
presence of the City Council 
legislation’s main sponsor in 
the audience. 

“I noticed most of the ap-

plause came from community 
board members sitting right up 
front.” City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) 
said. “I believe in term limits 
and I think it’s important that 
we do it because the power that 
community boards have needs 
to be limited. It’s a good-gov-
ernment issue and changing 
things up brings good results. 
Just look at Albany.”

downs if hurricane wind 
speeds exceed 39 mph as oc-
curred with Sandy.

Russianoff also asked, 
“Were alternatives to a sys-
tem shutdown analyzed, such 
as keeping parts of the system 
operating?” He added, “If so, 
how was that decision made 
for a system closure?”

Many agreed with Cuo-
mo’s decision.

City Councilman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gardens) 
defended the action.

“It is better to err on the 
side of caution,” Weprin said. 
“At the end it was not nec-
essary, but it was the right 
thing to do based on the in-
formation they had in the 
afternoon.”

The lawmaker said win-
ter storm Juno did not leave 
behind the 2 to 3 feet of snow 
predicted, but in some areas of 
Queens, snow accumulations 
were up to one foot. 

 He pointed out that the city 
had not had more than a foot 
of snow for nearly 10 years.

According to the Nation-
al Weather Service, Juno 
dropped 13 inches of snow in 
Bellerose and Queens Village, 
and a foot of snow in Bayside, 
Whitestone and Woodside.

De Blasio toured Bayside 
Tuesday morning. He was on 
Bell Boulevard speaking with 
store owners and employees. 
He also visited Howard Beach 
and Jamaica.

Thousands of flights in 
and out of JFK and LaGuar-
dia airports were canceled 
or delayed. JFK recorded an 
accumulation of 10.7 inches, 
while snow at LaGuardia hit 
the 11.4-inch mark. 

Late Monday and all-day 
Tuesday, New Yorkers faced 
travel bans and restrictions, 
limited or no public trans-
portation service, and public 
school, parks and library  clos-
ings.

Schools reopened Wednes-
day. 

Beside the subway and 
bus shutdown, the LIRR also 
stopped running, and in the 
five boroughs non-emergency 
vehicles had to be off the roads 
by 11 p.m. Monday. Drivers 
were allowed back on by 7:30 
a.m. Tuesday. Subway was 
back in service by about 9 a.m. 
operating on a Sunday sched-
ule, which is about 60 percent 
of the regular service.

Service was back to nor-
mal Wednesday. 

Alternate side of the street 
parking regulations were 
suspended at least until Sat-

urday. 
Sanitation Department 

Commissioner Kathryn 
García said Monday 2,400 
workers from her agency 
cleaned the city streets Mon-
day night into Tuesday as part 
of the snow removal efforts. 
She added the workforce was 
able to “get into most second-
ary streets for at least one 
pass.” 

García also noted that some 
of these roads “definitely need 
a second pass, particularly 
out in eastern Queens, where 
they saw more than 10 inches 
of snow.” 

The storm had also an ef-
fect on the city’s blood drives.

According to the New York 
Blood Center, about 3,000 
scheduled donations were 
lost, the largest number since 
Superstorm Sandy hit in 2012.

The organization said New 
York and New Jersey need 
about 2,000 donations daily. 
“There are zero blood drives 
today [Tuesday],” said Andrea 
Cefarelli, executive director of 
Donor Recruitment. “Our do-
nor centers are closed, which 
is an anomaly.”

Because of the donations 
lost due to Juno, she called 
on New Yorkers to schedule 
blood or platelet tests with the 
center.

“We were able to anticipate 
the blood cancellations, and 
our hospital partners have re-
ceived the life-saving supplies 
they needed for the worst of 
the storm,” said Rob Purvis, 
vice president for the New 
York Blood center.

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4564.

mother. Shanti, had a youthful 
appearance with apple-round 
cheeks and bright eyes and did 
not look much older than her 
daughters, who were mirror 
images of their late mother. 
According to her Facebook pro-
file, Hale was attending Ford-
ham University. 

Walker also posted pictures 
with his daughters at a restau-
rant with an arcade for chil-
dren. He is pictured playing a 
mini basketball arcade game 
next to his eldest daughter, tow-
ering behind her with a bright, 
white smile. Walker, who had 
been a professional basketball 
player for a team in Europe, at-
tended Daemen College in Am-
herst and Monroe Community 
College in Rochester. 

Daeman spokeswoman Pau-
la Witherell said he attended 
classes until 2003 while playing 
for the college basketball team, 
Wildcats. But he did not gradu-
ate from the college, according 
to his academic records. At 
Monroe he played center-for-
ward position on the Tribunes’ 
basketball team under Head 
Coach Jerry Burns. 

“I feel terrible, it’s tragic. He 
was a nice, average student. He 
never gave me any problems. I 
haven’t spoken to him in a long 
time,” recalled Burns. “He al-
ways worked hard and brought 
a lot of intensity to the game.”   

That Saturday morning, 
the survivor, his 12-year old 
daughter who dialed 911, was 
found shot in the head and is 
currently in critical condition 
at Long Island Jewish Hospital, 
police said. 

When Walker was found 

dead at the Lefferts Boulevard 
extension south of the Belt 
Parkway, police recovered a 
.45 caliber firearm from the 
vehicle, which was registered 
under his name. 

“This morning’s tragedy 
once again underscores the hu-
man toll and horror of domestic 
violence. Despite the progress 
that we have made in domes-
tic violence prevention and 
prosecution, today’s events in 
southeast Queens show that we 
cannot relent in our efforts to 
eliminate the scourge of domes-
tic violence,” Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown said 
the same day. 

 He pointed out that the lat-
est statistics from the Mayor’s 
Office to Combat Domestic Vio-
lence showed a 41 percent re-
duction since 2002 in intimate 
partner homicides. 

“In the wake of this tragic 
event, I call upon the residents 
of Springfield Gardens to pray 
and offer support to the fami-
lies of the victims,” said Coun-
cilman Donovan Richards 
(D-Laurelton) in a  statement;. 
“While gun violence continues 

to rear its head in our neighbor-
hoods, the passing of these in-
nocent lives is a stark reminder 
that these weapons have no 
place in New York City outside 
of the context of law enforce-
ment.”

Neighbors were confused 
and shocked by the homicides 
and the media vans parked out-
side their homes. 

“This is a nice neighbor-
hood. There was network news 
all over the place,” said an el-
derly neighbor near the crime 
scene, who wanted to remain 
anonymous. “I did not really 
know them too much. I just saw 
them driving the kids back and 
forth from school. That’s all. It’s 
sad.”    

Statistics from the city’s Of-
fice on Combating Domestic 
Violence show that from 2002 
to 2012, 168 family-related ho-
micides occurred within the 
borough of Queens. 

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

Continued from Page 1 

Walker
Continued from Page 1 

Blizzard

Continued from Page 5 

Katz

Neighbors light candles in front of the house where three peo-
ple in a family, including a 7-year-old, were murdered in Rosedale.  

Photo by Micahael Shain 

The snow storm named Juno may 
not hjave been all it was cracked 
up to be but left its mark around 
the No. 7 station in downtown 
Flushing.  Photo by Madina Toure

the list of neighborhoods with 
the biggest illegal home market 
in the city.

Jackson Heights-based 
Chhaya Community Develop-

ment Corp., part of BASE, has 
been working on the issue for 
the past 10 years.

Its interim executive direc-
tor, Tenzing Chadotsang, said 
the group supports legalizing 
basements in an effort to pro-
vide affordable housing “for 
certain segments of the popula-

tion and it also gives a source of 
income to homeowners.”

Chadotsang said the group 
hopes to work closely with Katz 
“to determine which are the 
best areas” to legalize these 
apartments. 

Basements
Continued from Page 9 
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