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Service on the 7 train was 
back on track early Wednes-
day morning after an umbrel-
la, cold weather and freezing 
rain converged on Monday to 
shut down the busy line that 
stretches from Flushing to 
Times Square.

When an umbrella fell on 
the third rail at the 52nd Street 
station during rush hour, ser-
vice was halted “for a short pe-
riod of time,” the Metropolitan 
Transit Authority said. 

A spokeswoman for the 
MTA explained that to “get the 
burning umbrella off the third 
rail” it was necessary to cut 
the power to the system. 

And it was during that pe-
riod of “less than 10 minutes,” 
according to the MTA, that ice 
accumulated on the third rail 
of the mostly elevated line.

The electrified third rail 
then lost power because of the 
cold weather and the freezing 
rain falling on the tracks.

“The umbrella was a caus-
al effect,” the spokeswoman 
said.

The episode stranded thou-
sand of frustrated straphang-
ers and hundreds of riders 
were stuck on trains between 
stations.

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A Flushing mother has been 
convicted of endangering the 
lives of her son and two grand-
daughters who were between 
2 and  8-years-old by failing to 
provide them with a habitable 
environment, the Queen district 
attorney said.

 Katherine Vartholomeou, 48,  
of 147-09 41st Ave.  was convicted 
Jan. 29 after a four-day jury trial 
before Acting Queens Supreme 
Court Justice John Latella on 
three counts of endangering the 
welfare of a child, the DA said. 
Vartholomeou has been free on 
$2,500 bail since her arraign-
ment last January. 

“As a mother and caregiver 
to the children, she endangered 
their welfare by raising them in 
deplorable and unsafe living con-
ditions that included no running 
water or electricity. The house in 
which they resided, which was 
missing exterior walls and part 
of the roof, was literally a ‘house 
of horrors’ infested with vermin, 
refuse and human waste,” Dis-
trict Attorney Richard Brown 
said. 

According to trial testimony, 
police were investigation a pat-
tern of burglaries and Vartholo-
meou’s son, Dimitrios Vlahakis, 
24, became a prime suspect. Af-
ter obtaining a court-authorized 
search warrant for stolen prop-
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City Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside) announced 
during a interview with 
TimesLedger Newspapers that 
this 4th of July Fort Totten will 
host a fireworks show, allow-
ing borough residents to enjoy 
the festivities without having 
to travel to Manhattan.

During his first year in 
office, the lawmaker also 
pointed out that he was glad 
the Department of Homeless 
Services rejected the idea of 
setting up an emergency shel-
ter in Bayside, and that the US 
Open will renovate the ten-
nis courts near Bayside High 

School.
During the interview, Val-

lone said he called on the De-
partment of Transportation to 
crack down on heavy commer-
cial trucks traveling on 32nd 
Avenue.  

See story on Page 5  

No. 7 riders
endure worst
in ice storm

Vallone plans July 4th fi reworks

Granny guilty of child abuse
Flushing woman endangered young kin in her house of horrors: DA

A DAY AT THE OFFICE

Take Your Child to Work Day comes early for Borough President Melinda Katz, who had to jug-
gle 6-year-old Carter and a press conference at her office announcing the opening of four LGBT 
support centers in Queens. See story on Page 2. Photo by Michael Shain
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BY MADINA TOURE

When 60-year-old Debra 
Davidson left Fresh Meadows 
in 1976 to attend graduate 
school in Manhattan, she nev-
er thought she would return to 
her hometown. 

But after adopting her now 
16-year-old son when she was 
44 years old and marrying her 
second husband in 2012, Da-
vidson — who co-authored a 
photo history book on the area 
titled “Fresh Meadows” pub-
lished in 2011 — realized she 
needed more space, which led 
her back to Fresh Meadows.

In August 2013, Davidson 
and her family moved into a 
two-bedroom, two-bathroom 
apartment in a 20-story high-
rise building, also known as 
the 6700 building. 

Moving back to Fresh 
Meadows went in sync with 
the book she published, she 
said.

“I had really immersed 
(myself)in research about the 
community for a couple of 
years,” Davidson said. “I real-
ly looked at Fresh Meadows in 
perhaps a different vein than 
prior to that and it was cer-
tainly on my mind. It was kind 
of an interesting epilogue to 
the book that I wound up mov-
ing back here. That was never 
my intention.”

Noting that she feels some 
nostalgia for her youthful 
years spent in Fresh Mead-
ows, the area continues to 
have high quality education, 
but the neighborhood’s char-
acter changed, she said. 

The area has more of an 
Asian population compared 
to before, when it was mostly 
Caucasian and Jewish.

“The composition of demo-
graphics has pretty much re-
flected the changes in Queens 
overall over these years,” Da-
vidson said. “Queens is the 
most diverse county in the 

country and Fresh Meadows 
pretty much reflects that.”

She also said the retail 
establishments have almost 
completely changed: the Kohl’s 
store used to be a Bloom-
ingdale’s and there is now a 
notable lack of supermarkets 
in the neighborhood. 

In 1962, Davidson, then 8, 
along with her mother, father 
and sister, moved to what is 
now known as Fresh Mead-
ows since her father bought a 
kosher deli on Fresh Meadow 
Lane. They lived on 180th 
Street, right outside the Fresh 
Meadows Housing Develop-
ment, built by New York Life 
for returning World War II 
veterans. 

Davidson attended PS 173 
in Fresh Meadows and the 
George J. Ryan Middle School. 
She received her bachelor’s de-
gree in economics at Queens 
College in 1975 and earned 
her MBA in marketing at Co-
lumbia University’s Business 
School in 1978. 

Davidson and attorney 
Fred Cantor compiled a photo 
history book titled “Fresh 
Meadows,” published by Arca-
dia Publishing in 2011, which 
covers the start of the Fresh 
Meadows Housing Develop-
ment in the 1940s to the 1970s. 

Fresh Meadows was devel-
oped in 1946 after the New York 
Life Insurance Co. bought the 
Fresh Meadows Country Club 
to build housing. 

Cantor and Davidson first 
met unofficially vis-à-vis the 
“Fresh Meadows Rules” Fa-
cebook group. Cantor and his 
family left the area when he 
was a child. 

“We made a very good pair 
because he had the experience 
of being here from his infancy 
through right before adoles-
cence,” she said. “I had the 
other experience of coming 
here as an 8-year-old and going 
through school here.”

Although she lived in For-
est Hills for about two years 
and New Jersey for five years, 
she spent her whole adult life 
in Manhattan, though she did 
go back and visit Fresh Mead-
ows regularly. 

With Manhattan requiring 
a long commute to the office 
for her husband, who works in 
Farmingdale, and their need 
for more space, Fresh Mead-
ows ended up offering the 
best solution. Her son attends 
the Summit School in Fresh 
Meadows.

Fresh Meadows may have 
changed over the years, 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Elected officials gathered 
at Queens Borough Hall 
Tuesday to announce the 
opening of centers through-
out the borough of Queens to 
serve LGBT families. 

Councilmen Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside), Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside), Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
and Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst) 
showed their support for The 
Queens LGBT Community 
Center’s plans to establish 
the community centers in 
their districts. 

 The LGBT Network said 
it has been has been provid-
ing services for over 22 years 
for LGBT communities on 
Long Island and operates 
four LGBT Centers. Since 
July 2014, the LGBT Network 
has grown strong roots in 
Queens and is providing pro-
grams and services to hun-
dreds.

 The LGBT Network’s Q 
Center has been working 
with middle schools to es-
tablish gay-straight alliance 
clubs and provide education 
and training for students, 
parents, and faculty in both 
middle and senior high 
schools. 

The Q Center’s first loca-
tion will be The Samuel Field 
YMCA at 58-20 Little Neck 
Parkway in Little Neck. The 
goal is to open LGBT Centers 
in Astoria/ Long Island City, 
Bayside/ Whitestone and The 
Rockaways within the next 
three years. 

LGBT Network CEO Da-
vid Kilmnick, talked about 
why centers like these are 
necessary.

 “LGBT seniors who grew 
up in a society where dis-
crimination was legal feel 
like they must go back into 
the closet in senior and assis-
tant living facilities. Gay and 

bisexual men, particularly 
young men of color, are the 
fastest growing group in HIV 
infections,” he said. “LGBT 
people of color face the chal-
lenges of dual identities and 
double stigmas in discrimi-
nation. LGBT- headed fami-
lies  --- and there are more and 
more LGBT people raising 
families right now --- are fac-
ing new challenges for their 
children to have equitable 
treatment in their schools 
and in their local communi-
ties.”

Kilmnick contended that 
LGBT people of all ages are 
prime targets of hate and bi-
as-motivated violence.

“All these factors com-
bined contribute to a great 
sense of isolation and not feel-
ing part of the community and 
that’s why the LGBT network 
is opening its first center, the 
Q Center, in Queens and will 
be on a fast trajectory to open 
more centers throughout the 
borough,” Kilmnick said. 
“Many lives depend on it and 
we have to do it.” 

DANIEL DROMM

An architect's rendering of the main entrance to Bloomingdale's on 
188th Street around 1950..  Photo by Drix Duryea

LGBT center set for 
Little Neck location

Fresh Meadows redux
Author of photo history book returns to her hometown

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 
 MAIL:  41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 
 PHONE:  Display Advertising: (718) 260-4521 — Editorial: (718) 260-4545 
 FAX:  Advertising: (718) 224-5821 —   Classified: (718) 260-2549 
 Editorial (718) 224-2934
 E-MAIL:   Editorial: timesledgernews@cnglocal.com 
  Display Advertising: llindenauer@cnglocal.com 
  Classified: classified@cnglocal.com 
 TO SUBSCRIBE: Call (718) 260-4521   

Continued on Page 46



TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 6–12, 2015 3  TIMESLEDGER.COM NE

BY JUAN SOTO
 
One motorcycle helmet has 

a traditional Japanese mask 
painted on it offering protec-
tion.

Another one has a reddish 
devil face. And a third one im-
itates the helmet that appears 
in Stanley Kubrick’s “Full 
Metal Jacket” poster. 

These are just some of the 
custom-painted helmets up 
for auction on eBay as part of 
a fund-raising effort by Bay-
side’s Mean Street Tattoo par-
lor. 

The initiative’s goal is to 
raise funds for the Wounded 
Warrior Project, an organiza-
tion that provides programs, 
services and benefits for 
wounded war veterans follow-
ing the 9/11 attacks.

Tommy Murphy, co-owner 
of the store,  pointed out he was 
interested in cooperating with 
war veterans and always tried 
to think of ways to accomplish 
that objective. 

“Veterans need help and 
we can’t fight,” he said. “We 

are artists, we have fragile 
hands.”

So, instead of fighting, Mur-
phy decided to help out the best 
way he knows, with art. 

Now, the 20 custom-painted 
helmets are up for grabs in a 
bidding process that ends Feb. 
11 at 1 a.m.

“We are just trying to do 
something good,” Murphy 
said. He designed two of the 
helmets available in the auc-
tion.

One of them is covered 
in an American flag with a 
Purple Heart, the oldest mili-
tary award given to soldiers 
wounded “by an instrument 
of war.”

Murphy noted he spent 
about 10 hours painting the 
Purple Heart helmet.   

“The designs are outstand-
ing,” said Amado Aracena, a 
Flushing resident and member 
of the U.S. Army Reserve who 
dropped by the gallery. “This 
is a great opportunity.”

Murphy and his business 
partner, Johann Florendo, 
bought the blank 20 helmets 

for $20 a piece. And that’s 
the starting bidding price on 
eBay.

Most of the artists who do-
nated their time and talent 
to paint the helmets are from 
New York City, but there was 
also art that came from Cana-
da and London.

The helmets were on dis-

play int the parlor’s window, 
and many neighbors stopped 
by to take a look at them.

“It was a big stopper,” Mur-
phy said.

“We will try to get as much 
money as possible, and all of it 
will go to the Wounded War-
riors,” Murphy pointed out.    

The artistic, custom-paint-

ed helmets may be also a turn-
ing point for the art scene in 
Bayside.  

Murphy and Florendo hope 
the Wounded Warriors Project 
benefit “will bring artists to-
gether in hopes of organizing 
three or four art show a year 
in Bayside.”

Florendo said that “Bayside 
need more arts and entertain-
ment, and not just bars, res-
taurants and stores.”

He pointed out the neigh-
borhood has a lot of artistic 
talent, and maybe one day, 
Bayside “will become the next 
Williamsburg or Manhattan.” 

Florendo added that he 
hopes this art show and benefit 
will get more people involved.

“We will try to bring some 
of that flavor here, and maybe 
next time more people will vol-
unteer their time to put up art 
shows,” Florendo said.  

 Aracena said he will be bid-
ding on a few of the helmets. 

“It’s a way to support the 
Wounded Warriors and get 
a nice helmet,” the Flushing 
resident said. 

Tommy Murphy (l. to r.), Johann Florendo and Christine Murphy, pose 
with the helmets they designed for the Wounded Warriors benefit. 

Photo by Michael Shane

Bell Blvd. tattoo parlor inks money for veterans
Mean Street shop auctions custom-painted helmets to benefi t Wounded Warrior Project

NO–LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses 
w/ Metal Frames

$9999
Exam Not Included

2/22/15

VARILUX
Progressive Lenses
(No–Line Bifocals)
w/ Metal Frames

$16999
2/22/15

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES
$6999

Including Free Eye Exam
2/22/15

BUY 1 PAIR 
OF GLASSES

 RECEIVE 1 PAIR 
OF EQUAL OR LESSER 

VALUE*
*Some Restrictions May Apply.

2/22/15

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be 
combined with any other offers, promotions, 

specials, union or insurance plans. 
Coupon must be presented at time of sale.

Accepting Most Insurance Plans
Including Blue Cross, Blue Shield,  Blue View &

 Most Eyemed Insurance. WE ARE A GVS PROVIDER.

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside

718–279–2020
Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 10 - 530  - 730  - 430

OF BAYSIDE
www.eyesupplyofbayside.com

We Welcome Back 
All New York City 
District Council 
Of Carpenters!

RICK &  
KAREN SANTORUM
Book Signing

Tuesday, February 10th, 7PM 
23-80 Bell Boulevard 
Bayside (718) 224-1083

In this moving tribute to their 
youngest daughter, Bella, the  
former senator from Pennsylvania 
and his wife share the miraculous 
story of Bella’s struggle to survive 
Trisomy 18, a rare life-threatening 
genetic disease.

Get more info and get to know your favorite writers at BN.COM/events
All events subject to change, so please contact the store to confirm.
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BY BILL PARRY

Knowing she lacked the 
support of her own colleagues, 
state Assemblywoman Cath-
erine Nolan (D-Ridgewood) 
stepped aside Monday in the 
race to replace disgraced for-
mer Speaker Sheldon Silver. 

The move cleared the Dem-
ocratic field, enabling Bronx 
Assemblyman Carl Heastie to 
overwhelmingly defeat Repub-
lican Minority Leader Brian 
Kolb and become the state As-
sembly’s new leader.

While Nolan thanked 
members of the borough’s 
Democratic conference for 
their “support and encourage-
ment” during the process in a 
statement and acknowledged 
“those who were forthright 
in telling me that they prefer 
another candidate,” she said 
“our Assembly Democratic 
Majority Conference is strong 
because we are candid with 
one another.”

Although Nolan has won 
16 campaigns and has carved 
out a distinguished record on 
education in the Assembly, 
when it came to the powerful 
speaker’s post, the Queens 
Democratic Machine did not 
back her, Queens political ob-
servers said.

 Nolan rejected the notion 
that she dropped out of the 
race because she didn’t have 

enough votes against Heastie, 
who had the backing of several 
Democratic county organiza-
tions. 

“I did not drop out of this 
process even as many re-
ported various vote totals and 
withdrawn candidacies, be-
cause I think,  in this crisis, it 
is essential that all members 
of the state Legislature exam-
ine our rules and look closely 
at proposals for reform and 
openness,” she said. “Indeed, 
I would have preferred a vote 
on Feb. 10 which would have 
allowed for discussion and re-
view of proposals for reform 

and perhaps have allowed 
some new rules to go forward 
in tandem with the election of 
a new speaker.”

Nolan had positioned her 
bid as a challenge to the male-
dominated culture in Albany, 
which has never had a woman 
speaker. 

“I am aware of the historic 
nature of Assemblyman Carl 
Heastie’s candidacy as I am of 
my own,” she said, referring to 
the fact that he is black. “I be-
lieve that I have put at least a 
scratch in the glass ceiling for 
women. I congratulate Assem-

BY MADINA TOURE

A group of former Rainbow 
Limo drivers and the Flushing 
Workers Center held a boycott 
outside the Bank of Tokyo last 
week to protest the bank’s in-
volvement with the limousine 
company, which drivers say 
has committed acts of violence 
and wage and hour violations. 

The drivers and the Flush-
ing Workers Center called on 
the state attorney general to 
investigate the arrangement 
between the Bank of Tokyo 
and Rainbow Limo and to re-
voke the company’s franchise 
license and city Taxi and Lim-
ousine Commission permit if 
its continued its alleged sweat-
shop practices.

“We had appealed to them 
in the past numerous times, 

alerting them of these labor vi-
olations at Rainbow Limo, but 
they continue to do business 
with them and so the work-
ers were kind of fed up with 
waiting around,” said Sarah 
Ahn, an organizer at Flushing 
Workers Center, a member-
ship-based organization that 

seeks to improve working and 
living conditions in Queens.

Through a spokeswoman, 
Bank of Tokyo declined to 
comment. 

Two of the five drivers who 
filed the group lawsuit are 
from Flushing.

In a wage-and-hour law-
suit, the drivers say they were 
classified as franchisees, or 
independent contractors. 
They allegedly paid $10,000 
to start working despite not 
being given an opportunity 
to read through the contract. 
They also claim they were not 
given protection under the la-
bor law, having to pay for all of 
their expenses, including the 
cars, the gas and uniforms.

The Bank of Tokyo, they 
said, is Rainbow Limo’s larg-

BY JUAN SOTO

The patrol beat just got a 
new definition, and Queens 
will be a testing ground for 
the new police initiative.  

Police Commissioner Wil-
liam Bratton announced dur-
ing a speech at the annual 
State of the NYPD Police 
Foundation that cops on the 
beat will spend more time 
with community members in 
an effort to get to know them 
and learn about their con-
cerns.

Bratton said the “highly 
localized neighborhood polic-
ing plan” will be implement-
ed in two unidentified police 
precincts in the borough and 
two additional ones in Man-
hattan.

“The plan calls for a new 
patrol model for how to de-
ploy our precinct sources,” 
Bratton said. 

He pointed out about half 
of the police officers in the 
precincts focus on specialty 
roles or they are “indentured 
to the radio, running from 
call to call.”

Bratton noted, “We are 
going to reduce specialty 
roles.”

The police commissioner 
acknowledged that for years 
the authorities said that cops 
were asked to get involved in 
the community, “but we’ve 
never given them the time to 
do it.”

The new model is part of 
an overall effort to improve 
police-community relations, 
specially after the Eric Gar-
ner case, a Staten Island man 
who died in a police choke-
hold during his arrest for 
selling loose cigarettes.

City Councilman Donovan 
Richards (D-Lautelton) wel-
comed the new policy geared 
towards building better rela-
tionships between the com-
munities and their police. 

“The ground swell of sup-
port for black and brown 
lives after the lack of indict-
ments in the Brown and 
Garner cases highlight the 
shortcomings of conducting 
business as usual,” Richards 
said. “Any effort to integrate 
precincts with the commu-
nity they serve is more than 
welcome.”

The lawmaker added that 
establishing “community-
based partnerships with of-
ficers is an important part of 
combatting and preventing 

crime and rebuilding trust.” 
Bratton also turned to 

Queens to begin testing body 
cameras on cops at Jamaica’s 
103rd Police Precinct. The 
measure came as the public 
reacted with protests to Gar-
ner’s and other police con-
frontation deaths.  

“This plan establishes 
an entirely new set of expec-
tations for patrol officers,” 
Bratton said. Cops will follow 
up on past crimes, meet with 
community members and 
“work as an active problem 
solvers” in their assigned 
beats. “The cops will know 
their sectors and the citizens 
they serve,” he said. 

In another policy move, 
Bratton said that in a few 
months, a new 350-member 
unit to handle large protests, 
like the ones that followed 
Garner’s non-indicment deci-
sion, and anti-terrorism mis-
sions, will be in place.

The Strategic Response 
group “is designed for deal-
ing with events like our re-
cent protests, or incidents 
like Mumbai or what just 
happened in Paris,” he said.

Bratton was referring 
to India’s 2008 coordinated 
shootings and bombings that 
resulted in more than 160 
people killed and January’s 
terrorist attacks in the office 
of satirical weekly newspa-
per Charlie Hebbo that left 
11 people dead and dozens 
injured

“They [police officers] 
will be equipped and trained 
in ways that patrol officers 
are not,” Bratton said, noting 
that the cops assigned to the 
unit will have heavy machine 
guns and protective gear.       

Rainbow Limo drivers and the 
Flushing Workers Center held a 
boycott outside Bank of Tokyo.  

Photo Courtesy Sarah Ahn

WILLIAM BRATTON

Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan pulls out of the running to replace 
Sheldon Silver as Speaker of the Assembly. Facebook

Boro to implement 
community policing

Drivers target Rainbow Limo

Cathy Nolan drops out
Queens Dems fail to back her bid to become speaker

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 34
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BY JUAN SOTO

Although it is in its early 
stages, the PBA already wel-
comed the idea that calls for 
a bill to establish a new crime 
category for people who van-
dalize law enforcement ve-
hicles. 

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) said he will in-
troduce a bill to create that 
new charge for suspects who 
damage cars owned by law 
enforcement personnel or 
agencies.

The lawmaker noted the 
legislation is in response to 
an incident that occurred in 
Brooklyn, where police dis-
covered one of their cruisers 
and several cars owned by 
them with lug nuts removed 
or loosened. 

Avella said it appears this 
act of vandalism was caused 
by just one person, but “the 

incident has raised serious 
concerns about the potential 
targeting of the officers.”

According to the sena-
tor, the bill will create a new 
provision under the current 
penal code section for crimi-
nal mischief in the second 
degree. Vandalism of police 
cars will be a D class felony, 
punishable by up to seven 
years in jail.

“When law enforcement 
becomes a target, it is time to 
take action,” Avella said. “Af-
ter I learned of the incident 
in Brooklyn, my office im-
mediately began looking into 
legislation.”

The police union is behind 
Avella’s push to introduce the 
bill in the state Legislature. 
The union’s president said 
vandalism against police 
cars has become a grave mat-
ter.  

BY MADINA TOURE
 
City Councilman Paul Val-

lone (D-Bayside) said he is 
working on getting a full-time 
ferry from Citi Field into Man-
hattan that would be privately 
funded by the Mets and the US 
Open. 

“It would be a great way 
to get into Manhattan, drive 
into Citi Field, take the ferry 
down,” he said. “Especially in 
the spring, it would be nice.”

He is also looking to have 
weekend ferry service from 
Fort Totten into Manhattan 
for recreational purposes, 
such as visiting the Statue of 
Liberty and the World Trade 
Center.

This came just as Mayor 
Bill de Blasio announced in 
his second State of the City 
speech a new citywide ferry 
service that would unite East 

River routes with new land-
ings and services to Astoria, 
the Rockaways, South Brook-
lyn, Soundview and the Lower 
East Side.

De Blasio said the ferry 
service will launch in 2017 and 
be supported by a $55 million 
capital commitment. 

Vallone also said business-
es in the College Point Cor-
porate Park that pay into the 
park’s improvement fund can 

now determine how its money 
is used. 

During meetings with Val-
lone, Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz and the 
Mayor’s Office, the businesses 
that currently contribute to 
the fund and have been for 
decades, “never saw a dollar,” 
Vallone said. 

“We put in an immediate 
halt to all funding down there 

BY JUAN SOTO

City Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside) completed 
his first year in office on a 
high note when he gathered 
hundreds of people at the Chil-
dren’s Christmas Parade in 
Bayside.

“It was a perfect symbol for 
where I want to go next year,” 
said the lawmaker during an 
interview at theTimesLedger 
Newspapers offices. The pa-
rade was about “all holidays 
in December,” he said. “It was 
cold, but you saw a thousand 
people marching on Bell Bou-
levard.”

He pointed out the holiday 
event “set the tone for things I 
want to do this year.”

Among those is a fireworks 
show for the 4th of July holi-
day weekend, he said. 

“This event will give 
Queens residents an opportu-
nity to enjoy their own pyro-
technic exhibition,” Vallone 
said. “Looking west to Man-
hattan for fireworks celebrat-
ing America’s independence 
will no longer be required.”

Vallone said the pyrotech-

nic display will be held at Fort 
Totten Park.

“We are getting the per-
mits and we already included 
the show in the budget,” he 
said. “It’s going to be great,” 

he noted, adding that he will 
try to get local bands to play a 
concert at the park before the 
show comes on. 

Spectators will be able to 
enjoy the fireworks show along 

Little Bay Park in Fort Totten  
and the shore.

He said the show will be 
held either July 1 or July 2. 

Vallone pointed out the 
Bayside Historical Society, 
the Bayside Village Business 
Improvement District and the 
Bay Terrace Civil Alliance, 
among others, “are going to 
partner with us to do it.”

He is having fun in his first 
year as a legislator and his col-
leagues call him “the smiley 
councilman,”the freshman 
councilman said, but Vallone 
is not all smiles when it comes 
to defending his district and 
his principles.

He has said no a few times to 
City Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito (D-Manhattan) 
and to Mayor Bill de Blasio.

Vallone noted, for example, 
that he opposed the paid-sick 
leave bill and some public safe-
ty bills, but fortunately, there 
is no bad feelings from the top 
elected officials in the city.  

In fact, he said the district 
received $7 million in city 
funds, up from about $2 mil-
lion last year.  

“Originally we did not sup-

port her [Mark-Viverito] as the 
speaker, but she treated all 
districts equally. Unity is one 
of her strengths,.” 

He added, “We were the for-
gotten district in the eyes of 
the City Council.”

The councilman was also 
outspoken when word came 
around that Bayside was on 
the Department of Homeless 
Services’ radar to receive an 
emergency shelter.

“We are happy” the idea 
was rejected, Vallone said. 
“But it was a lot of phone calls 
and decisions going on on the 
background, where we were 
calling up saying ‘This is not 
the right spot,’” he said. 

He explained the Bayside is 
not against homeless shelters, 
but he said it was necessary for 
people to take two trains and a 
bus to get to northeast Queens, 
and then a bus and two trains 
back the following day.

“It is a delicate balance 
because everyone deserves 
a chance to get back on their 
feet,” Vallone pointed out. 
“But it’s location, location, lo-
cation.”

City Councilman Paul Vallone (D-Bayside) reveals plans for a full-time 
ferry from Citi Field to Manhattan. 

Fort Totten to get July 4th fi reworks 
Councilman Paul Vallone also unveils plans for tennis courts renovation along 32nd Avenue 

Mets plan ferry to Citi Field
with US Open for their fans: 

Cop car vandals to face 
new penalties: Avella

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 34 Continued on Page 46

Councilman Paul Vallone reviews his first year in office during an inter-
view with TimesLedger Newspapers. 
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BY BILL PARRY

The Big Apple is booming. 
The city’s tourism industry 
shattered the all-time high 
with 56.4 million visitors in 
2014, generating a record $61.3 
billion in economic impact 
while supporting 359,000 jobs 
and $21 billion in wages.

“From Soho to Soundview 
to Sunnyside, New York City 
offers visitors hundreds of 
unique neighborhoods and 
communities to explore,” May-
or Bill de Blasio said. “Our five 
boroughs are brimming with 
new enclaves of diverse food, 
performances and art shows 
around every corner. Our 
excellent quality of life, low 
levels of crime and constant 
dynamism continue to attract 
record tourism each year and 
2014 was no exception.

The city’s hotel sector pro-
vided 102,000 hotel rooms last 
year, while selling a record 
32.4 million total room nights, 
an all-time high. The tourism 
industry also generated $3.7 

billion in local taxes.
These numbers, reported 

by the mayor Monday, help ex-
plain why Queens is expected 
to add 50 more hotels by 2019, 
including 20 in Long Island 
City alone.

“LIC is a great option for 
travelers due to its proximity 
to Midtown Manhattan, the 
airports and relative value, 
but we’re excited that the area 
is now being recognized as a 
destination in itself,” LIC Part-
nership President Elizabeth 
Lusskin said. “With some of 
the best cultural institutions, 
restaurants and parks any-
where, it’s the perfect place for 
visitors from near and far to 
explore, offering unique expe-
riences and opportunities for 
discovery outside the typical 
tourist hubs. And we’re seeing 
more and more business trav-
elers staying in LIC and doing 
business in LIC, not just Man-
hattan. Combining all of this 
with the amazing cultural, 
culinary and commercial op-
portunities that all of Queens 

has to offer, we can see why 
the demand is there to fill the 
many hotels here and the ones 
on the way.”

When the 176-room Aloft 
Hotel opens, as expected in 
September, it will bring the 
total of hotels in Long Island 
City to 25.

“That’s quite a boom con-
sidering just seven years ago 
there was only one hotel in 
LIC,” Rob MacKay, the direc-
tor of Marketing and Tourism 
at the Queens Economic De-
velopment Corp., said adding 
that Flushing is experiencing 
a buildup as well.

“While LIC is marketing to 
Europeans and South Ameri-
cans, Flushing is aiming all 
their marketing at Chinese 
travelers,” MacKay said. “And 
there’s more construction un-
derway around JFK and the 
AirTrain is bringing a luxury 
hotel to Jamaica. It’s remark-
able what’s going on. It’s our 
hotel era.”

There were over 2 million 
more visitors in New York City 
than the year before, making 
the Big Apple the No. 1 big city 
destination. the No. 1 port-
of-entry for foreign visitors 
and the No. 1 city for tourism 
spending. The city also  has 
the highest share of overseas 
visitation to the United States, 
accounting for nearly one-
third. Top market performers 
continue to reflect the strong 
pull of New York City in the 
international arena, where 
visitors stay longer and spend 
more. The other leading inter-
national markets are United 
Kingdom, Canada, Brazil, 

The Hotel Indigo on Main Street in Flushing is one of fifty hotels expect-
ed to open in the borough by 2019.

Record tourism in city fuels borough hotel boom
Long Island City, Flushing and Jamaica lead the way in construction of 50 more by 2019

Ally Dental P.C.
 Affordable  
 Same Day Emergency Care 
 Minimally Invasive Treatment  
 Pain-Free Sedation Dentistry!

 Seniors Welcome

WE OFFER:

GRAND  

OPENIN
G!

20
%  O

FF
 

UNTIL 4.30.2015

Complete  
Single-Tooth Implant

$1,800  

Invisalign 
Consultation

FREE!

Six Months 
Smile Braces

$2,500

MAJOR INSURANCE ACCEPTED

212-30 23rd Ave  Suite L2  Bayside 
Across from the Bay Terrace Tennis / Samuel Field Y

347.246.5288

Continued on Page 46
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FLIP

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
Do You Have Sciatica Or Its Symptoms?

 Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
Leg, Low Back Weakness
Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
Diffi culty Walking
Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs

Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

Call Now 
for a
FREE

Consultation 
to see 

how our 
technologies
may benefi t 

you.THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY
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Palmar ligament (Plate)
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Acupuncture
Physical Therapy
Chiropractic
Occupational Therapy
Diagnostic Testing
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
Hydromassage

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.
Call Now for a

“FREE Consultation” to see
how our technologies

may benefi t you.
Most Insurances Accepted

We
NOW HAVE
COLD LASER

IF YOU HAVE 
CARPAL TUNNEL 

SYNDROME 
OR ITS SYMPTOMS:

SMALL OBJECTS

WITH PAIN

With this ad. Expires 9-29-11

FREE
Consultation

With this ad. Expires in 30 Days.
www.northshorerehabassociates.com 

NO MORE SURGERY?NO MORE SURGERY?
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POLICE 

Blotter
BAYSIDE — Police were looking for 

two suspects who assaulted a man on 
Bell Boulevard Jan. 25. 

The assault occurred in front of the 
Safari Bar, at 40-45 Bell Blvd., about 
2:55 a.m., police said. 

The NYPD said the victim was 
punched in the face, causing him seri-
ous injuries.

Last August, a man was stabbed 
at the Bell Boulevard establishment 
during a dispute with another patron. 
Days later, police arrested a Whites-
tone man in connection with the knife 
attack. 

Police were looking for two men they said 
assaulted someone on Bell Boulevard. 

Man injured after punch on Bell Blvd: Police

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 
has received a Brownfield Cleanup Program (BCP) application  
from Aldrich Management Co., LLC for a site  
known as 77-57 Vleigh Place, site ID #C241l68.  
This site is located in the neighborhood of Flushing,  
within the County of Queens, and is located 77-39/63 Vleigh Place. 
Comments regarding this application must be submitted  
no later than March 13, 2015. Information regarding the site, the 
application, and how to submit comments can be  
found at http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/60058.html,  
or send comments to the Project Manager, MD Hoque,  
at NYS Dept of Environmental Conservation,  
Division of Environmental Remediation-Bureau B,  
625 Broadway-121h Floor, Albany, NY 12233-7016;  
md.hoque@dec.ny.gov; or call 518-402-9767.

To have information such as this notice sent right to your email,  
sign up with county email listservs available  
at www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/61092.html.

Public Notice

George C. D. Duke, Esq., P.G.
BROWN SHARLOW DUKE & FOGEL, P.C.
1450 Broadway 
35th Floor
New York, NY 10018

T: 646-915-0236
M: 201-736-0948
F: 646-219-2601

gduke@bsdflaw.com
www.bsdflaw.com

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

MIDDLE VILLAGE — 
A driver was arrested and 
charged after he allegedly 
hit a man who was cross-
ing Metropolitan Avenue 
at 62nd Street just before 8 
p.m. Tuesday, police said.

Kamil Gorski, 36, was 
found by police with se-
vere head trauma at the 
location. He was taken to 
Elmhurst Hospital Center 
where he was pronounced 
DOA.

Police said Brooklyn 
resident Raul Reyes, 53, 
hit Gorski with his 2007 
white Ford van and fled 
the scene. Gorski fell into 
the westbound lane of Metropolitan, where he was struck by a second vehicle 
whose driver remained at the scene, according to the NYPD.

After an investigation, police arrested Reyes and charged him with leaving 
the scene of an accident resulting in death, authorities said. 

At the scene of a fatal hit and run on Metropolitan Avenue 
in Middle Village, cops piece together evidence that leads 
to the arrest of a Brooklyn van operator the next day. 

Photo by BMR Breaking News

Pedestrian struck and killed in Middle Village

CAMBRIA HEIGHTS — A Cambria Heights 
barber was sentenced to 19 years in prison for 
stabbing a customer to death who sold him Blu-
etooth headphones, District Attorney Richard 
Brown announced Tuesday. 

The barber, Cedric N. Simpson, 35, was con-
victed of manslaughter last month. 

“The defendant has been held accountable 
for having taken the life of a young man over 
the cost of a pair of headphones,” Brown said 
in a statement. 

Simpson slashed Carl Richardson, 19, in the 
neck, upper back and chest with a pair of scis-
sors from his workstation at Select Stylez Bar-
bershop on Merrick Boulevard, Brown said.

Barber sentenced in Cambria Hts. stabbing

Cedric Simpson  
Photo by Ellis Kaplan



TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 6–12, 2015 9  TIMESLEDGER.COM NE

BY MADINA TOURE

Queens lawmakers 
praised Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
plans to push for more afford-
able housing in his second 
State of the City Speech Tues-
day morning but spoke in 
more cautionary terms about 
his proposals for a citywide 
ferry service and affordable 
housing in Sunnyside Yards. 

Speaking before New York 
City lawmakers, community 
and business leaders and res-
idents at Baruch College, de 
Blasio said his administra-
tion’s approach would man-
date affordable housing as a 
condition of development in 
areas re-zoned for residential 
use.

It would also guarantee 
that those living in afford-
able housing remain there 
and create more affordable 
housing by adding density to 
appropriate parts of the city.

In 2014, 56 percent of rent-
al households in New York 
are spending more than 40 
percent of their income on 
shelter, de Blasio said.

“This administration is 
taking a fundamentally dif-
ferent approach,” de Blasio 
said, “one that not only rec-
ognizes the need for more 
affordable housing but de-
mands it.”

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) said she appreci-
ated the mayor’s focus on 
homeless veterans.

“I am also pleased that 
the mayor has made housing 
homeless veterans a prior-
ity, an issue for which I’ve 
strongly advocated,” Meng 
said. “Nobody who put their 
lives on the line to defend our 
country should be living on 
the streets.”

The city’s affordable hous-
ing plan, which seeks to build 
and preserve 200,000 afford-

able homes within the next 
decade, includes a manda-
tory housing inclusion policy 
and plans to build affordable 
housing at Sunnyside Yards 
in Queens.

The city plans to unite 
local stakeholders, the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority, Amtrak and pri-
vate owners to conduct a fea-
sibility study this month that 
would look into the costs and 
infrastructure needs neces-
sary to redevelop the rail 
yards.

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) said any 
discussion concerning Sun-
nyside Yards should include 
the community and focus on 
providing additional infra-
structure needed in the area.

“Any future development 
must bring with it more and 
better schools, new parks and 
open spaces, and vastly im-
proved mass transit, particu-
larly on the 7 line,” Gianaris 
said.

Melissa DeRosa, director 
of communications for Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo, for her part, 
said Sunnyside Yards is only 
to be used for transportation 
purposes.

“The MTA uses Sunnyside 
Yards as an important facil-
ity for our transportation 
system, and it is not available 
for any other use in the near 
term,” DeRosa said. “The 
state and the MTA are study-
ing several potential future 
uses of the site from a long 
term planning perspective.” 

De Blasio also announced 
a $55 million capital commit-
ment and city-operated sup-
port to fund a citywide ferry 
service in 2017 that would 
bring together East River 
routes with new landings 
and services to Astoria, the 
Rockaways, South Brooklyn, 

BY MADINA TOURE

Less than a year after the 
National Congress of Black 
Women announced plans to 
start a boroughwide chapter 
in Flushing, the nonprofit al-
ready has some programs in 
place and others in the works.

The chapter is focusing on 
personal finance and budget-
ing and engaging people more 
politically, said Pauline Mur-
ray, chairwoman of the Flush-
ing chapter and NCBW’s New 
York State coordinator.

The chapter expects to 
launch a program on banking, 
personal finance and budget-
ing around March in conjunc-
tion with Carver Federal Sav-
ings Bank.

Murray said many black 
people, including those who go 
on to become rappers or enter-
tainers — and individuals in 
general — do not know how to 
manage their money.

“Some of them will die 
as paupers because in our 
schools, we have not empha-
sized personal finance,” she 
said. “We have emphasized 
mathematics … many of them 
do not even know how to write 
a check. Many do not know the 
difference between net income 
and gross income.”

The Flushing chapter cur-
rently has 12 members and is 
seeking to get a few more mem-
bers. The group meets at the 
Flushing Library every fourth 
Sunday.

In April, the nonpartisan 
nonprofit announced plans 
to start a boroughwide chap-
ter in Flushing. The group is 
working on getting the Bronx 

and Brooklyn chapters estab-
lished. The nonprofit has more 
than 100 chapters throughout 
the country.

Since November, the chap-
ter has been running a food 
cooperative program with 
Long Life Unity Food Buyers 
Collective in Brooklyn.

“It helps defray unneces-
sary costs for them for deliv-
ery to Queens,” Murray said.

A full order, which consists 
of 20 different fruits and veg-
etables, costs $35. A half order, 
which consists of more than 
10 different fruits and vegeta-

bles, costs $18. The order con-
sists of fresh food. Members 
can also choose from a vari-
ety of fish options, including 
a 10-pound box of tilapia for 
$33, a 10-pound box of whitey 
for $35 and a 22-pound box of 
whole red snappers for $92.

About 20 people currently 
participate in the program. 
Anyone can take part. The 
program’s cycle is every two 
weeks.

Starting in March, mem-
bers will be required to pay 
an annual membership fee of 
$25. The fee would be waived 
if members participated in 
the budgeting and personal fi-
nance program.

Murray said she hopes to 
establish a relationship with 
black farmers’ markets and 
that she would like to expand 
the program to include non-
perishables such as flour, corn 
meal and maple syrup.

The chapter also started 
working on a proposal for a 

recycling business in August 
that would employ formerly 
incarcerated individuals. The 
business would also include 
job readiness.

The chapter would have the 
individuals go through assess-
ment phases, which would in-
clude general assessment, data 
collection, questions about 
their skill sets, their health 
condition and their housing 
status. They would also help 
them get accustomed to re-
sume writing.

The nonprofit will target 15 
to 30 people for the first year 
and then explore the possibil-
ity of growth in the future.

The chapter is also sup-
porting Macedonia A.M.E. 
Church’s Healing Hearts 
Ministry, a  Flushing support 
group for incarcerated indi-
viduals or family members of 
those who have been impris-
oned or still are.

“These young men that 
might have gotten caught up 
in robbing and they’ll say, ‘Ms. 
Murray, I did it because my 
baby needed milk,” Murray 
said. “I’m not saying it was 
right for them to do that, by no 
means, but I can understand 
what they’re saying.”

For Black History Month, 
Murray says the congress 
hope to support other events 
and programs as opposed to 
creating their own in an effort 
to encourage unity.

“Let’s come together now,” 
she said. “Let’s stop feeling 
our greatness is strictly about 
what I can do or what I have 
done. Let’s do it as a people and 
work together.”Mayor Bill de Blasio announced plans to build affordable housing on 

Sunnyside Yards. Google

The Flushing chapter of the National Congress of Black Women announced new programs.  
Photo courtesy Dr. E. Faye Williams

Black women prevail
Nonprofi t’s Flushing chapter tackles personal fi nance

Queens pols applaud 
ferry, housing plans  

Continued on Page 34

BLACK HISTORY
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BY MADINA TOURE

St. John’s University announced it 
would be freezing tuition, fees, room 
and board costs for the 2015-16 aca-
demic year at its Queens, Manhattan, 
Oakdale and international locations.

“St. John’s is aware of the signifi-
cant financial challenges facing col-
lege students and their families,” St. 
John’s University President Conrado 
Gempesaw said in a statement. “We 
are taking this action in an effort to 
help alleviate those burdens.”

The tuition freeze will allow cur-
rent full-time undergraduate, part-
time undergraduate and graduate 
students to save the planned 3 percent 
tuition increase, about $1,140, for the 
2015-16 academic year. Base tuition for 
undergraduate students at the Queens 
and Manhattan campuses as well as 
for online learning is $37,870 per year 
for traditional and distance learning 
students at the Queens and Manhattan 
campuses. 

The tuition freeze will go into effect 
at the beginning of the 2015 pre-sum-
mer session in May. The entire student 
body would save about $14 million, ac-
cording to Dominic Scianna, a univer-
sity spokesman.

“Dr. Conrado Gempesaw, felt it 
was a priority to alleviate the burden 
for parents and certainly students,” 
Scianna said in an interview with 

TimesLedger. “We wanted to be cer-
tainly available to give those savings 
to our students and future students.”

Incoming freshmen will save at 
least $4,560 on the cost of tuition over 
the course of four years, Scianna add-
ed. 

On the Staten Island campus, tu-
ition for current and incoming under-
graduate students will be decreased by 
$10,370. Scianna said the tuition was 
reduced at the campus given that the 
campus does not have the same ameni-
ties as the Queens campus. 

“The tuition is more structured 
toward the academic offerings now in 
Staten Island and that’s why the reduc-
tion was felt to be made at this time,” 
he said.

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

BY MADINA TOURE

Cyracom, an Arizona-based lan-
guage interpretation services compa-
ny, will be opening its first New York 
City contact center in Flushing this 
summer. 

Muss Development signed a long-
term, 23,000-square-foot lease for Cyra-
Com at Flushing Plaza, the developer’s 
266,618-square-foot, office/profession-
al building on 41-61 Kissena Blvd. The 
new office is expected to open in July. 
It will have anywhere from 325 to 340 
employees, including interpreters, a 
central manager and supervisors as 
well as Human Resources and Infor-
mation Technology personnel.

“CyraCom’s new contact center 
is a great addition to Flushing Plaza, 
which is centrally located within a 
neighborhood known for its booming 
Asian community,” Jason Muss, Muss 
Development principal, said. 

“The building’s close proximity to 
several major hospitals and medical 
centers, including New York Hospital 
Queens and Flushing Hospital Medical 
Center, also makes this an ideal out-
post for the growing company,” Muss 
continued.

Best Ihegborow, vice president for 

contact center operations, acknowl-
edged that there has been an influx 
of Asian immigrants into the United 
States but said immigration factors 
were merely a contributing factor in 
the decision to open a contact center in 
Flushing. 

“It helps us diversify our time 
zone,” Ihegborow said. “However, the 
New York City area itself is just a large 
concentration of talent that we can pull 
from. It’s a highly diverse environment 
and location for us to be to be able to 
better support our customer base.”

He also said the area is centrally lo-
cated, noting the ease of using public 
transport and the fact that employees 
who may be from New York City would 
be able to come to the office more eas-
ily. 

In operation since 1995, CyraCom 
is a language services provider that 
specializes in over-the-phone interpre-
tation, video remote interpretation, 
document translation and other lan-
guage-related services. The company 
is based in Tucson. 

The office will be CyraCom’s sixth 
contact center. The company currently 
has two centers in Tucson, one in Las 
Cruces, New Mexico, one in Phoenix 
and one more in Houston, Texas. 

Flushing to get translators

St. John’s saves costs

Visit TimesLedger.com/contest 

to Enter for a 

Chance to WIN Tickets and 

a Backstage Tour!
No purchase necessary. See TimesLedger.com/contest for full details.

Buy Tickets: Ticketmaster.com

               Ringling.com
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The basic undergrad 
tuition at St. John’s in 

Queens is $37,870 a year.
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Floyd Bennett Field, 3159 Flatbush Ave.,
Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  Aviatorsports.com

718.758.7518

Aviator Sports and Events Center

Make Sure You Visit Us at Our
Upcoming Open House Dates

from 12:00pm - 4:00pm:

SummerSummer

Sure You Visit Us a
ming Open House

Day
CampCamp

Sunday, February 8th
Saturday, February 14th

Thursday, February 19th
Saturday, February 28th

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

We at Flushing Town Hall 
would like to thank the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority for 
suspending its 7 line construction 
work on the Feb. 21-22 weekend of 
the annual Lunar New Year Pa-
rade in Flushing.

The parade not only is a cultur-
ally vital celebration, but a popular 
attraction that draws visitors from 
across the city and region. The im-
pact on our area’s businesses and 
neighborhood’s cultural and his-

toric sites cannot be overstated.
It is why Flushing Town Hall 

has scheduled a Lunar New Year 
Dance Sampler and an exhibition 
of dynamic calligraphy, some 
created by 103-year-old Flushing 
resident Chao-Lin Ting, on that 
Sunday.

We applaud Assembly Member 
Ron Kim, Council Member Peter 
Koo, Council Majority Leader 
Jimmy Van Bramer, state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky, and our Asian-

American community leaders for 
appealing to the MTA to ensure 
the 7 train would keep running.

The MTA’s decision has given 
us much to celebrate as the Lunar 
New Year approaches.

Ellen Kodadek
Executive & Artistic Director

Flushing Town Hall
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WEATHER WOES

Big thanks to MTA on Lunar service

The “Tale of Two Storms” is the latest urban ad-
venture to hit Queens

The Blizzard That Wasn’t roared into the Big Ap-
ple last week on the back of meteorologists’ dire pre-
dictions of record snowfall, prompting the governor 
to lock up the entire transit system without consult-
ing Mayor de Blasio ahead of time. Gov. Cuomo is the 
big man at the MTA, so the buck stops with him, but 
it would be nice if our mayor had been given more ad-
vance warning.  That way he could have shared the 
public’s ire and occasional praise with his Albany 
overseer.

 The shutdown and the curfew for cars on city 
streets worked like magic, creating a winter wonder-
land as the storm dumped a foot or so in Queens --- far 
short of the crepe-hanging forecasts. Straphangers 
were inconvenienced and the economy suffered, but 
the next day the giant transit system rumbled back 
to life and was running normally within 24 hours.

  Whether the governor should have closed down 
the city’s transit lifeline is open to debate, but this 
week’s storm raised serious questions about the 
MTA’s ability to operate during challenging winter 
weather.

 The nasty snow and ice number swept into the 
city Monday, saving weather forecasters’ tarnished 
reputations by delivering a few inches of snow, freez-
ing rain and bone-chilling temps as they had pre-
dicted. Queens remained open for business, schools 
and shopping, but the MTA was not ready to serve 
the riding public.

It was a transit nightmare for Queens commuters 
trying against all odds to travel to and from Manhat-
tan -- not to mention within the borough.

 Somehow an umbrella caught fire on the third 
rail of the Manhattan-bound No. 7 line outside 
Woodside Monday, forcing MTA workers to shut off 
power as they removed the item only to have the 
rail freeze.  Thousands of passengers were stranded 
in outdoor stations and in halted No. 7 trains for 
hours.  

How could an errant umbrella cause such mis-
ery?  The MTA owes us an explanation.

 Adding to the chaos, LIRR trains were run-
ning with major delays and cancellations were rou-
tine. Some buses in Flushing never showed. Frozen 
signals stopped subways dead in their tracks at 
points in Queens. 

  Both storms brought grief to the borough. But we 
want to know why the MTA was not better prepared 
for the second rather unremarkable winter event.  
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LIBERTY COULD USE A COAT

The pink marble World War I monument in the middle of Northern Boulevard may not be dressed 
right for the weather, but Lady Liberty is still doing a heroic job protecting the Queens North Task 
Force headquarters (a converted armory) in Flushing.  Photo by Michael Shain 

READERS WRITE

No worse a political char-
latan exists than Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, whose signature Wom-
an’s Equality bill obfuscates 
the historical feminist philoso-
phy of rights for all persons 
without exception in proposing 
that abortion be embedded in 
the Constitution of the State of 
New York.

In her speech and essay, 
“The Feminist Case Against 
Abortion,” Serrin M. Foster, 
president of Feminists for Life 
of America, points out that the 
founder of the feminist move-
ment, Mary Wollstonecraft, in 

“A Vindication of the Rights 
of Woman” (1792), condemned 
the pro-choice advocates who 
would “either destroy the em-
bryo in the womb or cast if off 
when born.”

She died due to complica-
tions consequent to the birth of 
Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley, 
whose allegorical novel, “Fran-
kenstein,” projects the moral 
disorder of violating the laws of 
nature.

More poignant, Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, co-editor of Su-
san B. Anthony’s radical news-
paper, The Revolution, consid-

ered abortion to be the “murder 
of children, either before or af-
ter birth,” an abuse due to the 
“degradation of women.”

Victoria Woodhull, the first 
female American presidential 
candidate of 1872, stated that 
“the rights of children, then, as 
individuals, begin while they 
yet remain the foetus.”

The fact of the matter is 
that two male founders of the 
National Association to Repeal 
Abortion Laws, Larry Lader 
and Dr. Bernard Nathanson, 
popularized abortion as a 
“right” before the second wave 

feminist movement. The Roe 
v. Wade decision of 1973 legal-
izing abortion, violates the 
fundamental human right to 
life from the moment of concep-
tion until death and perpetu-
ates the injustice of pregnancy 
discrimination educationally 
and occupationally, especially 
among the poor (69 percent of 
abortions) and minority wom-
en of color.

Embedding the “right” to 
abortion in the New York State 
Constitution as per Cuomo’s 
Woman’s Equality bill denies 
the right to life of each per-

son, in particular the more 
vulnerable, and is a failed 
Frankenstein experiment on 
women, which not “even Dante 
could not have conceived” 
(Mary Wollstonecraft Godwin 
Shelley,Frankenstein Or, The 
Modern Prometheus, 1831).

Andrew Cuomo is a disgrace 
to his Roman Catholic alma 
maters of Archbishop Molloy 
High School and Fordham Uni-
versity.

Joseph Manago
Flushing

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

New York City is an abused 
prostitute, and New York 
state is the abusive pimp.

How else can you explain 
the fact that the state receives 
money from the city and then 
doles out an allowance back 
to the city? The state’s rev-
enue has increased by 16 per-
cent in the past five years, yet 
the state decreased funding 
to New York City by 10 per-

cent. In 2014, the city received 
$1.2 billion less than it did in 
2009.

New York City is the en-
gine that feeds New York 
State, yet we have to beg for 
funds to repair infrastruc-
ture and fund the MTA, etc.

Robert LaRosa
Whitestone

NYC worn down by 
lack of state funding 

NY legislators rated 
worst in the country

Gov. Cuomo’s bill violates right to life

The Brennan Center for 
Justice, a public interest law 
center at NYU School of Law, 
rated the New York State 
Legislature the worst in the 
nation and considering the 
plethora of misdeeds that 
have emanated from it, the 
charge may well be justified.

Sheldon Silver is entitled 
to a presumption of inno-
cence of the charges filled 
against him, and it will be for 
the courts to determine his 
guilt or innocence.

Independent of any crimi-
nal aspects, Silver, the long-
time assembly speaker, and 
indeed the vast majority of 
the state Legislature, must 
be held accountable for the 
decades they permitted 

the Legislature to function 
without a rule that requires 
each member to not only 
yearly file an affidavit list-
ing all outside income, but its 
source, a description of the 
work performed and the time 
entailed.

All legislators seeking Sil-
ver’s speaker seat should be 
rejected unless they agree the 
first order of business will be 
a change in the rules to re-
flect greater transparency as 
above. It may also be a good 
idea to consider term limits 
not just for the speaker, but 
for all legislators.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

In the Jan. 23 issue, a story about Queens Borough Melinda Katz donating books honor-
ing the African-American experience to the Queens Library should have stated that the 
ceremony was co-sponsored by the Queens Borough President’s African-American Heri-
tage Committee. 

Correction
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n Gov. Cuomo’s recent 
State of the State address, 
he emphasized education 
and called for additional 

teacher evaluation ratings as 
a means of increasing teacher 
accountability.

The governor wants to have 
half of the teacher evaluation 
ratings decided by how stu-
dents do on state standardized 
exams. 

Another part of the evalua-
tion would include classroom 
observations. The teacher ten-
ure system is affected by this 
since with this new system, 
teachers would not be award-
ed tenure unless they got 

five years of effective ratings 
instead of the present three 
years.

In recent years the main re-
sponsibility for student prog-
ress has fallen on the teaching 
profession. There seems to be 
much less attention paid to 
other factors such as student 
interest, motivation, learning 
ability and good educational 
environment. Without these 
factors present, no matter how 
well the instructor teaches, 
students will have a difficult 
time learning. It only takes 
one or two disruptive students 
to prevent other students in 
the class from learning.

It will be difficult to evalu-
ate teachers fairly from the 
standpoint that different areas 
of the state have communities 
with students from different 
socio-economic backgrounds. 
This will affect teacher evalu-
ation in different ways.

The system has to develop 

to the point where school ad-
ministrators, teachers and 
parents work together to im-
prove student performance.

More attention should be 
given to students who do not 
show that much interest in 
an academic education or in 
going to college by the state 
providing vocational school 
training. That type of educa-
tion seemed to work well in the 
period of the 1940s and ‘50s. It 
may be time to bring it back.

A public school that gives 
both academic and vocational 
training can encourage stu-
dents to stay in school with 
fewer dropouts.

Teachers have always been 
shown respect for their efforts. 
There is too much emphasis 
on using terms like failing 
schools and failing teachers. 
The proper tools and support 
should be given to our teach-
ers.

If vocational education can 

become an integral part of 
our city educational system, 
it could go a long way toward 
improving our education 
methods and increasing our 
students learning.

This year our state Sen-
ate and state Assembly will 
be considering the governor’s 
plan for teacher evaluation. It 
can be hoped that they will be 
taking an interest in bringing 
into being vocational training 
in our public schools.

The governor’s plan also 
included a call for more char-
ter schools statewide, boost-
ing the number from 460 to 
560 schools. New York City 
would have additional charter 
schools to open. The charter 
schools have had some success 
during the last few years. This 
trend can continue if encour-
aged.

Charter schools together 
with vocational schools can 
improve our city and state-

wide education.
There have been many ex-

periments in education over 
the years. It is time to work 
with charter and vocational 
schools, however.

The year 2015 will be a po-
litical year in Queens with 
little activity. There will be 
no general election except for 
Queens district attorney and 
some judgeships.

In the Queens Republican 
Party, there will be elections 
for district leaders and county 
committee in September. The 
elected county committee will 
elect a county chairman and 
county officers.

This year for all political 
parties in Queens will be a 
year of preparation for the ma-
jor elections of 2016, including 
the presidential race.

I 
have a love-hate relation-
ship with pro football.

When it is played well 
and has heightened drama 

— like the fourth quarter of 
last Sunday’s Super Bowl was 
— there is no more thrilling 
spectacle. It is not only a game 
of intense physicality, with 
balletic twists by receivers of-
ten followed by bone crushing 
hits by linebackers, but also a 
strategic battle of wits akin to 
chess.

But America’s favorite 
spectator sport also has a 
dark side, when the violent 
culture leads to heightened 
brutality perpetrated by NFL 
players. So events like the 
heart-wrenching scene of do-
mestic abuse by former Bal-
timore Ravens running back 
Ray Rice caught on camera for 
the world to see make me step 
back and acknowledge it is not 
all hunky-dory. 

And it isn’t just inside the 

home (or nightclubs) where 
this macho and violent game 
leads to unnecessary harm — 
it is also inside the skulls of 
longtime players, who suffer 
repeated head injuries that 
lead to irreparable brain dam-
age. How many ex-pro players 
do we have to see succumb to 
dementia or self-inflicted inju-
ry before we realize that there 
is an epidemic of brain inju-
ries that is too high a price to 
pay for the mere viewing and 
rooting pleasure of millions of 
Americans?

When this football season 
started last fall, there was a 
drumbeat of bad news that 
thundered down on the NFL: 
scientific studies that proved a 
high percentage of ex-players 
suffer from brain injuries fol-
lowed by the Ray Rice video 
and the league’s bungling of 
his punishment. I stopped 
watching games for a while. 

I was ready to write foot-
ball’s premature obituary. 
I would tell friends and col-
leagues that watching football 
these days reminded me of 
watching professional boxing 
in the 1980s, when sports’ most 
iconic figure, Muhammad Ali, 
started slurring his words and 
walking around like he was, 

ironically, “punch drunk” and 
boxing started its slow fade.

Could that be the fate of pro-
fessional football, I thought, a 
multibillion-dollar industry 
that would be toppled because 
the metaphorical surgeon gen-
eral’s warning was finally be-
ing heeded?

It is still possible that in the 
not-too-distant future, football 
will head over the cliff and 
begin its slow descent. Like 
empires and powerful civili-
zations, no industry or profes-
sional sport is immune from 
the vagaries of excess and 
overreach. 

But after watching Sunday 
night’s Super Bowl, which in-
cluded two star-studded teams 
that I have only a casual in-
terest in, I am reminded of 
the powerful hold that profes-
sional football has on Ameri-
ca’s collective psyche. For one 
night, a large chunk of our 
country congregates around 
a big screen, all at the same 
time (because no one waits to 
see the Super Bowl on Netflix 
a week later), and we watch 
these larger than life figures 
go toe-to-toe for 60 minutes in 
a winner-take-all match.

To paraphrase Mark Twain, 
reports of the NFL’s death are 

greatly exaggerated. 
In an era where much of 

life exists in the gray zone, 
it is comforting to have one 
night where everything is on 
the line and will be decided 
definitively.

And for the next 48 hours, 
there is endless chatter pick-
ing apart the coaches’ deci-
sions, analyzing the key plays 
and making comparisons to 
Super Bowls past. There is a 
unifying aspect to this collec-
tive discussion; for once, red 
states and blue states recede; 
black and white and brown and 
yellow fans vehemently argue 
for their favorite team or fa-
vorite player. The dysfunction 
of Congress, the sluggishness 
of the economy, the growing 
inequality in our society — it 
all fades into the background 
as people of all races and class-
es talk about “The Game” or 
“The Pass” or “That Coach’s 
Awful Decision.”

Professional football, the 
closest thing that modern so-
ciety has to the Roman Colise-
um, is our metaphorical civil 
war, our fight to the death, our 
gladiators fighting ferociously 
for the coveted gold prize. It al-
lows millions of us to at once 
express and sublimate our vio-

lent and hostile emotions in a 
controlled and socially accept-
able way.

In short, football is both 
metaphor and the bluntest ex-
pression of American violence 
and rugged individualism. It is 
as purely American a pastime 
as anything that still exists; 
we don’t see the Chinese or the 
Russians adopting football as 
their own and it’s not likely 
that this unique game will 
spread globally in the same 
way that basketball has in re-
cent decades. It is ours and we 
get to keep it all to ourselves.

But I still wish they could 
manufacture helmets that 
make concussions obsolete. 
And that high-school and col-
lege players would be required 
to learn feminism and gender 
studies so they will become 
less testosterone-fueled and 
more progesterone sympa-
thetic.

That would be a real game 
changer.

Tom Allon, president of City 
& State NY, was a Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed may-
oral candidate in 2013 before 
he left to return to the private 
sector. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

COLUMNS

Pro football could use a new playbook

William
Lewis

n

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

Fixing schools will require more than teacher evaluations
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NYU Langone Rheumatology 
Associates–Queens

NYU LANGONE RHEUMATOLOGY ASSOCIATES–QUEENS 

38-02 31st Avenue 

Astoria, NY 11103 

718.728.5951

Stelios Viennas, MD

NYU Langone Rheumatology Associates–Queens is dedicated to delivering high-quality care for 

rheumatologic and auto-immune illnesses, including:

• osteoarthritis

• rheumatoid arthritis

We’re bringing together the comprehensive resources, technology, and expertise of NYU Langone with 

the physicians you’ve come to know in your neighborhood.

• psoriatic arthritis

• osteoporosis

• gout

• lupus

T
he E train, as I remember 
it, was between Queens 
Plaza and Jackson 
Heights, where I would 

change for the GG (I believe it 
was called that in those days) 
for the Grand Avenue station in 
Elmhurst, where I lived on 57th 
Avenue. 

 I was reading a book and 
suddenly I closed it, with a 
sharp snap.  I may have mut-
tered something at the same 
time.  In any event, people were 
staring at me.  I was embar-
rassed and silent. I was on my 
way home from CCNY, where I 
attended the Evening Session.

The book was “Ulysses,” by 
James Joyce.  If I recall correct-
ly, I was on Page 26.

I was taking an elective Eng-
lish course.  We read just three 

novels and wrote papers on 
each one, after many hours of 
class discussion.  

The first was “Swann’s Way” 
by Marcel Proust.  I did not like 
it and have not read another 
word by Proust.  

The second was “The Magic 
Mountain,” by Thomas Mann, 
which I greatly admired.  I re-
read it years later and many 
other of Mann’s work. 

I had a hard time with the 
teaching of our very fine profes-
sor.  He was a follower of the cult 
of “explication of the text” (from 
the French) in which every mi-
nor punctuation mark, among 
other things, was supposed to 
have a meaning. 

Gradually, you lost sight of 
the work itself, in my opinion. 

I decided to try Joyce again 
and forget about the teaching.  I 
found the work to be a master-
piece of lyricism and observa-
tion. I read some of it aloud.  In 
my final paper, I defended the 
work and attacked the teaching 
method. To his credit, the pro-
fessor said my analysis was well 
done and gave me an A-plus.

“Ulysses” had been pub-
lished in separate chapters in 
the early ‘20s and the book ver-
sion, printed in France, came 
out in 1924.  But it was banned 

as obscene in the United States 
and the United States Post Of-
fice burned imported copies.  
Sound familiar?

In 1934, federal courts threw 
out the ban and it was printed 
here. Obscenity?  Does any-
thing match what we can hear 
on stage, screen, the Internet 
and TV now? 

But this censorship was not 
unique.  Even now, there may 
be libraries where “Huckleber-
ry Finn” is banned. In today’s 
world there are censors ready 
to spring for their own stuff and 
bar the rest of us from reading 
or seeing some great work. 

I am not a fan of John Adams 

(I thought “Doctor Atomic” a 
great bore, although there are 
some minutes in “Nixon in 
China” that are not bad) and 
will not pay to see “The Death 

of Klinghoffer,” but if the Met-
ropolitan Opera wants to stage 
it and people want to see it, so 
be it.

 It was bad enough that dur-
ing World War II, when the 
Met would not play “Madama 
Butterfly,” based on a work by 
an American and a play by an 
American, with music by an 
Italian, Giacomo Puccini.

But — horrors! — the hero-
ine was Japanese and very sym-
pathetic. 

However, the Met did put on 
many of the works of that great 
composer and anti-Semite Rich-
ard Wagner during the conflict.  
Go figure. 

I do not intend to see “The In-
terview,” the comedy about the 
North Korean dictator. Not my 
kind of a film. But I will defend 
(almost) to the death the right of 
anyone to see it or not.

I don’t want anyone to tell 
me what I can or cannot choose 
to see or hear in the privacy of 
my own mind. 

So, let’s hear it for “Ulysses,” 
“Huckleberry Finn” “The Death 
of Klinghoffer” and “Madama 
Butterfly”  and so many others.  
Even “The Interview.”

 And, try to forget that we put 
Japanese Americans in guard-
ed camps after Dec. 7, 1941.   

Censors, go back to your 
black caves of ignorance and let 
us gauge what is right for our-
selves.

 And in case I have not ham-
mered the message enough:

I am not a joiner, but I am de-
lighted to join millions around 
this planet who proudly pro-
claim: “Je Suis Charlie!”

Remember, the bell tolls for 
all of us.

 See my blog, No Holds 
Barred, at TimesLedger.com

COLUMNS

Just because you disagree doesn’t make it wrong
Kenneth 
Kowald 

n

Censors, go back to your black caves 
of ignorance and let us gauge what is 

right for ourselves.
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BY BILL PARRY

To celebrate the 20th anniversary 
of Citiview Connections Clubhouse, Di-
rector Russell Roten opened the doors 
to community leaders who are dedi-
cated to de-stigmatizing beliefs about 
mental illness. The Long Island City 
center for adults with psychiatric dis-
abilities held its open house last week 
to generate interest about its mission 
to help those suffering from mental 
illness reclaim their lives and realize 
their potential through work and the 
support of a caring community.

“It was zen-like to see our com-
munity partners mingle with our 
members,” Roten said. “That kind of 
interaction helps our members build 
confidence and self-esteem while the 
community gets a better idea of what 
goes on inside here.”

Citiview is operated by Goodwill 
Industries, one of the oldest and larg-
est providers of vocational training 
and employment services in New York 
City. The goal is for 114 members with 
chronic mental illness to learn new 
skills, forge friendships and access 
employment and educational opportu-
nities.

Members also participate in educa-
tional, recreational, social and voca-
tional activities, and take work-related 
roles to carry out daily operation of the 
clubhouse.

“It’s a community of people who 
really understand each other,” Roten 
said. “Everything is voluntary, it’s 
not like a treatment program. These 
people have been told all their lives 
that they couldn’t succeed because of 
their mental illness or be productive 
members of society. Being a member 
of this clubhouse is very empowering 
for them. The clubhouse offers a place 
for someone to come and be a part of a 
team with no head coach, and no lon-
ger isolate themselves.”

The center features a business com-
puter lab, a transitional employment 
unit, a cafe where the members prepare 
and eat their own meals three times a 
day, and a living room. The four staff 

facilitators assist the members, who 
are age 18 and up, with job searches, re-
sume writing and practice interviews. 
Members are then placed in part-time 
positions in the community for six to 
nine months earning minimum wage 
or more.

“It allows a person who on their 
own would not be able to get a job be-
cause they don’t have the support sys-
tem that we provide,” Roten said. “The 
fact that employers don’t want to let 
them go at the end of their stint really 
says a lot.”

Guests including City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside), 
Commissioner Tom Finkelpearl of the 
City Department of Cultural Affairs 
and Richard Hinojosa, the Education-
al Director at Queens Theater, talked 
with the members of the clubhouse at 
the Jan. 29 event and came away with a 
better understanding.

“Most social services are so pro-
tective, but Russell sees the benefit of 
inviting people in,” Chocolate Theater 
Executive Director Sheila Lewandows-
ki said, “people who are doing things 
in the community that can be a benefit 
to his members. It opens up a connec-
tion with the community going there 
and seeing firsthand what they do.”

Citiview member Tommy Radman 
called the evening a “bright and fes-
tive affair, nothing like the ominous 
portrayal of the mentally ill you see 
so often on the news. It was an evening 
where ‘mentally ill’ was no more a bar-
rier between people than their taste in 
hors d’oeuvres.”

Radman watched a performance by 
the Village Playback Theater, a com-
pany dedicated to telling the stories of 
people who struggle to be heard, about 
a woman on a heroic quest.

“There are many stories like this 
passing through the doors of Citiview,” 
Radman said. “People who refuse to be 
stigmatized and herded into a life of 
meek complacency by a society, for the 
most part, that does not understand 
them. People who want to reach out 
towards a future of their own and who 
expect to find it.”

MISSING METADATA CONTENT

LIC’s Citiview center
marks its 20th year

*   360 monthly payments of $4.42 per $1,000 borrowed. This APR (Annual 
Percentage Rate) and monthly payment term apply when you are financing up 
to 80% of the purchase price with 2 points. If you are financing more than 80%, 
the APR and monthly payment term will be higher due to PMI (Private Mortgage 
Insurance). Rates in effect as of 01/29/2015. Rates and terms may change 
without notice. MCU finances 1-4 family homes, Condos and Co-Ops located 
in New York and New Jersey. Loans and interest rates are subject to 
credit approval. FNMA limits apply. Membership is required.

Apply for an MCU Mortgage today!

212-238-3521 | nymcu.org/mortgages

Home
Sweet Home

3 0  Y E A R  F I X E D  R AT E

3.599%3.375%
APR*Rate
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Did you know there is more than $150 billion each year in loans, 

grants, and work-study programs that can help you and your family 
pay for college? 

 
You can access this money by completing the  

Free Application for Federal  Student  Aid (FAFSA) 
 

Complete your FAFSA with the Y!  
 

Locations in Manhattan, Queens, Brooklyn 
and The Bronx  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
 
VISIT: WWW.YMCANYC.ORG/FAFSA  
 
 EMAIL: FAFSA@YMCANYC.ORG  
 

We  provide: 
�� On-site Trained Professionals to help complete the FAFSA  
�� Additional support after you complete the FAFSA 
�� Free Metrocards  

Supported by 

NEED MONEY FOR COLLEGE? 

8 HICKS LANE GREAT NECK, NY, 11024
516.466.5959

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM & FACEBOOK
UNDER: WEARHOUSEHICKSLANE 

WWW.WEARHOUSEHICKLANE.COM

The best kept secret 
on Long Island...

DESIGNER LABELS AT DISCOUNT PRICES 
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A former Queens district 
leader and City Council can-
didate, Albert Baldeo was sen-
tenced in Manhattan federal 
court to 18 months in prison 
for tampering with witnesses 
during the FBI’s investigation 
of his campaign finances.

Last year Baldeo, 54, was 
convicted of six counts of ob-
struction of justice, each re-
lating to a separate instances 
of witness tampering, and 
one count of conspiracy to ob-
struct justice in Manhattan 
federal court after a two-week 
trial. He was found not guilty 
of three fraud-related counts. 
His sentencing date was sched-
uled for Dec. 16, but due to his 
having heart-related medical 
issues, it was rescheduled for 
this past Monday. 

In addition to his prison 
term, U.S. District Judge Paul 
Crotty also imposed two years 
of supervised release, includ-
ing three months on home con-
finement. He was also ordered 
to pay a $15,000 fine.

“Albert Baldeo tried 
through intimidation and ha-

rassment to obstruct the gov-
ernment’s investigation of his 
alleged fraudulent campaign 
practices. The obstruction of 
justice by a political official 
has no place in our politics, 
but it shows how officials who 
see fit to hold themselves above 
the rules will inevitably see 
fit to hold themselves above 
the law, and finish not fit to 
hold office.  This has been all 
too common in New York City 
and New York state,”  U.S. At-
torney Preet Bharara said in a 
statement.

 Baldeo, an Ozone Park 
Democrat, ran for City Coun-
cil in 2010 for the seat now oc-
cupied by Ruben Wills, who 
was indicted for the second 
time this week.

 “Today’s sentence is a fit-
ting punishment for Baldeo’s 
crimes and a reminder that 
this office and its law enforce-
ment partners will continue 
to vigorously investigate and 
prosecute political corrup-
tion,” Bharara said. 

In 2010, Baldeo, then a 
Queens Democratic district 
leader and an attorney, partic-
ipated in a scheme to defraud 

the city that involved the fun-
neling of multiple illegal cam-
paign contributions to his 
ultimately unsuccessful cam-
paign for City Council, accord-

ing to court documents. On 
various occasions, Baldeo, and 
in at least one instance one of 
Baldeo’s employees, provided 
money orders or cash to indi-
viduals to contribute to the 
campaign in their own names, 
even though Baldeo supplied 
the funds and these individu-
als did not contribute any of 
their own money or reimburse 
him for these donations.

As part of this scheme, Guy-
ana-born Baldeo gave each do-
nor, commonly referred to as 
a “straw donor,” a campaign 
contribution card in which he 
or she wrote his or her name, 
address, employment informa-
tion, and the amount of money 
purportedly donated to the 
Baldeo campaign. Baldeo in-
structed the straw donors to 
sign the contribution cards, 
falsely affirming that the 
contribution was being made 
from their personal funds and 
was not being reimbursed in 
any manner, the court papers 
said. 

“The bedrock of the pros-
ecution’s case is based solely 
on a handful of contradictory 
witnesses, all of whom were 

coerced to change their state-
ments by the government in 
return for non-prosecution 
agreements,” a statement re-
leased by Baldeo’s friends 
and family support group 
said Tuesday. “ There is not 
a scintilla of independent or 
reliable evidence against Mr. 
Baldeo on these misconceived 
charges.”.

The court papers said city 
Campaign Finance Board 
relied upon the information 
contained in the fraudulent 
contribution forms to deter-
mine whether to release pub-
lic matching campaign funds 
to Baldeo’s 2010 campaign. As 
part of this scheme, Baldeo in-
structed several of these straw 
donors to sign affidavits, at 
least one of which was actual-
ly provided to the CFB in con-
nection with Baldeo’s efforts 
to obtain matching funds.

After learning of the FBI’s 
investigation, prosecutors 
said Baldeo obstructed the 
investigation by repeatedly 
instructing certain straw do-
nors to provide false informa-
tion or not cooperate, with the 

Former Queens district leader, 
Albert Baldeo, was sentenced in 
federal court to 18 months in pris-
on for tampering with straw donor 
witnesses during the FBI’s investi-
gation of campaign fraud. 

Baldeo to appeal 18-month jail sentence

“More New Yorkers choose MetroPlus
than any other health plan!*”l

*Consumers in New York City who enrolled via the NY State of Health Marketplace October 1, 2013 to April 15, 2014.

MKT 14.33 v2

Join one of the most 
affordable health plans on the 

NY State of Health Marketplace.

Enroll by February 15, 2015.

1.855.809.4073
metroplus.org

Continued on Page 34
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 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with LiteRise®
 Décor® with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
 Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience 
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BY MADINA TOURE
 
Seven men from Queens, the Bronx 

and upstate New York were indicted on 
charges of illegally operating a sports 
betting enterprise in Queens County, 
Queens District Attorney Richard 
Brown announced last week. 

Luigi Caminiti, 34, of Whitestone, 
and Mirsad Dedic, of Astoria, were 
charged with promoting gambling 
through a venture related to a sports 
betting enterprise in Queens that five 
other individuals were operating un-
lawfully, the DA said. If convicted, they 
each face up to four years in prison, ac-
cording to Brown. 

The individuals operating the bet-
ting enterprise — three Yonkers resi-
dents, one Mount Vernon resident and 
one Bronx resident — were charged 
with enterprise corruption, money 
laundering, promoting gambling and 
conspiracy, the DA said. If convicted, 
they each face up to 25 years in prison. 

“By taking advantage of toll-free 
numbers and Internet websites as ‘wire 
rooms — where bets were accepted and 
gambling accounts were maintained 
— the defendants allegedly were able 
to reap huge profits through their un-
lawful gambling operation,” Brown 
said in a statement. 

The investigation was a joint effort 
by the Queens DA’s office and the Po-
lice Department’s Organized Crime 
Investigation Division.

“Illegal gambling rings, like the 
one announced in today’s indictments, 
profit by exploiting victims who are 
unable to pay their debts and often re-
sult with the victims owing large sums 
of money and facing threats of violence 
for not making payments on time,” 
NYPD Commissioner Bill Bratton said 
in a Jan. 29 statement. 

Caminiti and Dedic allegedly en-
gaged in bookmaking, receiving or 
accepting more than five bets totaling 
more than $5,000 in any one day on 
Nov. 4, 5, 11, 12, and 13 of 2013, accord-

ing to the indictment.
The other five men were charged in 

a 34-count indictment involving 33 pat-
tern acts, including enterprise corrup-
tion under the state’s Organized Crime 
Control Act, Brown said. 

The five men are allegedly mem-
bers and associates of an organized 
criminal enterprise that operated in 
Queens and elsewhere and promoted 
illegal sports betting in the borough 
and other places between February 
2013 and April 2014, according to the 
indictment. 

They were also said to have been in-
volved in nontraditional computerized 
wire rooms, the indictment added.

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

The Queens DA said two Queens residents 
and five other individuals were indicted in a 
gambling crackdown. AP

Two Queens men indicted 
in gambling venture: DA

CALL 1 800 CAN LEARN
®

HuntingtonHelps.com

For over 37 years, Huntington’s highly trained 
tutors have given students the skills, con idence, 
and motivation needed to get back on the right 
track.

• Programs tailored to address each student’s 
needs

• Highly trained tutors work individually with 
students

Since 1977, Huntington has helped improve 
skills, confidence and grades.

Huntington is accredited by Middle States Association 

Huntington Tutoring Programs, CALL NOW!

ACADEMIC SKILLS

K-12 
Reading • Writing • Math 
Study Skills • Spelling 
Vocabulary • Phonics

SUBJECT TUTORING

MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE 
Pre-Algebra • Algebra 
Geometry • Trigonometry 
Pre-Calculus • Calculus 
Earth Science • Biology 
Chemistry • Physics

EXAM PREP

SAT • PSAT/NMSQT • ACT 
Advanced  Placement (AP)* 
State Tests • GED • ASVAB 
ISEE • SSAT • Regents • ELA  
TACHS • HCHS • SHSAT  

©2014 Huntington Mark, LLC.  Independently Owned 
and Operated. *SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are 
registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/
NMSQT is a registered trademark of the College Board 
and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. ACT is a 
registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these entities 
were involved in the production of, and do not endorse, 
this program. **Offer valid for Academic Evaluation or 
Tuition, new students only. Not valid with any other 
offer.   HPA101-FLS(2/15)

SAVE $100**

WHEN YOU CALL TODAY!  

TIRED OF FIGHTING 
OVER GRADES? 
HUNTINGTON 
CAN HELP.

Flushing

35-30 Francis Lewis Blvd. Flushing, NY 11358
718-358-7900

Photo by Ellen D
unn

FOLLOW US ON

SEAN CASEY ANIMAL RESCUE AND  
NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

ADOPT A PET
WesPaw Pets (S.C.A.R)
4405 Queens Blvd. • Sunnyside, NY
SAT FEB 7 • 12PM – 5PM

AnimalLeague.org • 516.883.7575 

25 Davis Avenue • Port Washington, NY

Petland Discounts (S.C.A.R)
3028 Steinway St. • Astoria, NY
SUN FEB 8 • 12PM – 5PM
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 

761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777
Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com

Neck & Back Pain  |  Scoliosis & Spinal Deformities | Knee & Hip 
Replacement | Hand, Shoulder, Elbow & Ankle  |  Sports Medicine  | 
Pediatric Orthopeadics  |  Physiatry, Pain Management  |  Pain 
Management Psychology  |  Chiropractic Care  |  Acupuncture  |  MRI

New York Spine Institute is the only comprehensive 

Spine Institute and Full Orthopedic Center on Long 

Island affiliated with NYU Langone’s Hospital for Joint 

Diseases. This center brings nationally and internationally 

recognized leaders in Spinal Care to your community.
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BY BILL PARRY

Gov. Cuomo’s plan for an 
AirTrain connecting LaGuar-
dia airport with the No. 7 sub-
way line doesn’t go far enough 
in. City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras’ book.

The East Elmhurst Demo-
crat said the Long Island Rail 
Road should operate an ex-
panded schedule to the Willets 
Point train station and create 
a new transportation network 
that would alleviate traffic 
in an area that includes, East 
Elmhurst, Corona and Flush-
ing.

“I spent many months last 
year negotiating the future of 
Willets Point, and I continue 
to be deeply dedicated to its de-
velopment,” she wrote in a let-
ter to the governor. The area 
will be home to a future $3 
billion development with com-
mercial, retail and residential 
space, all of which will need 
expanded transportation ser-
vices, according to Ferreras.

“The LIRR station at Wil-
lets Point, a seasonal-use sta-
tion, and the connection to 
LaGuardia Airport should be 

accessible 24 hours a day, sev-
en days a week to ensure ev-
eryone who lands, departs and 
works at the airport has the 
same ease of travel,” she wrote. 
“As it stands, parking is diffi-
cult for airport employees who 
work around-the-clock shifts 

and vehicular congestion is a 
growing concern in the resi-
dential area that surrounds 
the airport. A speedy and de-
pendable alternative to driv-
ing, like a 24/7 train service 
going in multiple directions, 
would be a great improvement 

to meet the demands of work-
ers, visitors and residents.”

The LIRR station at Willets 
Point is currently open for Mets 
games, the US Open and major 
events in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park. The station is 
part of the Port Washington 

branch of the LIRR.
Ferreras also suggested 

renovation of the bridge that 
connects the No. 7 subway line 
and the LIRR as well as eleva-
tors. 

“Most all high traffic train 
stations have elevators to help 
move passengers along, par-
ticularly those in wheelchairs 
or with strollers,” she wrote.

Cuomo presented his plan 
for the AirTrain on Jan. 20, 
saying it would offer better ac-
cess to the airport’s 27 million 
passengers each year. The ele-
vated tracks would run a mile 
and a half along the Grand 
Central Parkway and cost an 
estimated $450 million and 
take five years to complete.

“Again, I am delighted 
that you are prioritizing the 
growth of Corona and the ser-
vices it offers,” Ferreras’ letter 
concluded. “I look forward to 
the development of this project 
and to assisting you any way I 
can.”

There has been no response 
to the letter, according to a 
Ferreras spokeswoman.

Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras asks Gov. Cuomo to make the LIRR train station at Willets Point and the pro-
posed AirTrain connection to LaGuardia Airport accessible 24/7. Artwork courtesy of NYS DOT

Ferreras wants to add on to AirTrain plan

My Dad

Uncle Jack

“Thanks to Calvary in Brooklyn, my dad, and then my uncle  
spent their final days in their beloved borough.”

“My family was born and raised in Brooklyn. My father was a 
bartender. And my uncle, a mailman. When dad had terminal 
cancer, and then a few years later, my Uncle Jack, their wishes 
were to spend their final days with the ones they loved – their 
family and friends – in the place that they loved, Brooklyn. 
We knew that Calvary’s Brooklyn Satellite at Lutheran Medical 
Center was the perfect place. The convenience of having world-
renowned, expert end-of-life care close to us made the final days 
stress free for everyone. We’d visit throughout the day and night. 
You not only relieved their physical pain, but also our emotional 
pain. Thanks to you, there were wonderful memories of happy 
times together until the very end. God bless you, Calvary.“

– Joe Hall

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org
Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services • Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice)

Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220
(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)
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877-786-6560  •   myNYCB.com

Over 
35 Convenient 

branch locations 
throughout 

Queens

My
is

©2015 New York Community Bank - Member FDIC

Bank Anywhere You See NYCB!

Zainab Tahir

Student of Distinction

Academy of Media, Arts & Music 

at Hillcrest High School

February 2014

Briarwood, NY

Our Students of Distinction typically are 
members of the Senior class. This year, we 
begin with a member of the Junior class. Our 
luminary, Zainab, is a member of Academy 
of Media, Arts & Music, a small school 
within Hillcrest High School. She is an active 
participant in a wealth of honors academic 
programs as well as extra-curricular activities. 
Her high standards have propelled her into 
the role of President of Media, Arts & Music. 
As such, she represents her peers within Hill-
crest. She is also Vice President of the Hillcrest 
High School Student Council, where she 
participates in decisions affecting the student 
community.

Within her short high school academic 
career, Zainab has already earned many 
awards and commendations. Included among 
these is membership in the Principal’s Honor 
Roll, an achievement earned throughout her 
high school years. While a Freshman in 2013, 
she was selected Freshman Student of the 
Year. Also in 2013, Zainab received the fol-
lowing awards: Academic Excellence in Living 
Environment, Academic Excellence in English, 
Academic Excellence Award, City Council 
Citation. 

She is not content to simply follow; Zainab 
also dips her feet into the waters of leader-
ship. For example, while she began as one of 
many students in Journalism, it wasn’t long be-
fore she established herself as Editor-in-Chief.  
In that capacity, Zainab edits articles written 
by other student journalists. This requires ex-
ceptional writing ability, and both knowledge 
and application of grammar. As EIC, she also 
helps her staff manager their time. 

Brian Panepinto, Advisor for the school 
newspapers and Director of the Academy of 
Media, Arts & Music, has nothing but praise 
for all that Zainab has accomplished.  He 
says, “I have had the pleasure of having 
Zainab in my classroom for her entire high 
school career. Her leadership, intelligence, 
and dedication to knowledge has been an 
immeasurable asset. She has attained a 99 
cumulative average despite a full slate of 
Honors, Advance Placement, and College 
Now classes. 

“In my College Now English classes, she 
was the best writer. Her ability to drive discus-
sions provided an enhanced learning environ-
ment for her peers. “

Other teachers agree with Panepinto’s as-
sessment of Zainab’s capabilities particularly 
relating to ability to help peers. As a result, 
she has been referred by several teachers to 
become a Peer Tutor in English, Science, and 
Math. 

Panepinto enthuses, “Zainab transformed 
my classroom with new protocols and a new 
infrastructure. She worked with several editors 
to create new layout and a website. Through 
Google Apps for Education, Zainab created 
documents and group folders that allowed for 
immediate collaboration and date-tracking of 
articles. “

One result of Zainab’s contagious enthusi-
asm is that students are more invested in their 

newspaper. The newspaper has gone on to 
receive nominations for articles in the New 
York Daily News–Baruch College Newsies 
NYC High School Newspaper Competition. 

Other activities include GirlUp Club, Youth 
Take Charge, and Model UN. She is on the 
Model UN Executive Board, which prepares 
students to attend the annual Model UN 
Sessions.  Hillcrest’s team won Best Delegate 
Honorable Mention Library Conference 
Award at the 2014 event. In Fall 2014 Zainab 
also attended the Model New York City Coun-
cil Project at Guttmann Community College.

GirlUp Club raises awareness of global 
women’s issues in the developed and develop-
ing world. An active member of GirlUp Club 
has resulted in Zainab participating in fund-
raising events. A current fundraiser is dedi-
cated to raising money to purchase bicycles 
for Ethiopian girls. The bikes will permit them 
to get to and from school safely and easily. 

Another program involved with women’s is-
sues is Youth Take Charge wherein the school 
works with NYU to raise awareness about 
human traffi cking. Zainab attended the 2014 
social summit where she met and listened to 
guest lecturers, engaged with other students, 
and shared her experiences with Youth Take 
Charge.

Zainab is also on the Executive Board of 
the Muslim Student Association within High-
crest High School. Members of the associa-
tion discuss Islam and what it means to be a 
Muslim as well as interact with Non-Muslims 
in order to provide a better understanding of 
her religion. On the fl ip side, Zainab is inter-
ested in learning how non-Muslims perceive 
the things Muslims do.

Looking forward, she is currently enrolled 
in Medical Anthropology through College 
Now. Her hope is to become a General 
Practitioner and work with Doctors without 
Borders. We wish her future success in all her 
endeavors!

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY
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NURSING HOME OR YOUR HOME?
TODAY THERE’S A NEW CHOICE.

© 2015  VNSNY CHOICE  

Introducing VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete,
the CHOICE health plan that combines
all the benefits of Medicare and Medicaid 
in a single plan. It’s the most comprehensive 
plan VNSNY has ever offered. It provides 
all the services and support you need to 
live safely and independently at home – 
and stay out of a nursing home – 
at zero cost to you.

CALL NOW FOR THIS FREE BROCHURE FROM
THE VISITING NURSE SERVICE OF NEW YORK.

1-866-783-1444  (toll-free)
(TTY: 711) 8 am – 8 pm, 7 days a week
Or visit vnsnychoice.org/fida

H8490_AD_NHv2 Approved 12152014

For information on VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete, contact VNSNY CHOICE or the New 
York Enrollment Broker.  To enroll, or for other 
options for your health care, call the New 
York Enrollment Broker at 1-855-600-FIDA, 
TTY: 1-888-329-1541, from 8:30 am – 8:00 pm, 
Monday – Friday and 10 am – 6 pm, Saturday 
or visit www.nymedicaidchoice.com.
The State of New York has created a 
participant ombudsman program called 
the Independent Consumer Advocacy 
Network (ICAN) to provide Participants free, 
confi dential assistance on any services off ered 
by VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete. ICAN 
may be reached toll-free at 1-844-614-8800 
or online at icannys.org.
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete is a managed 
care plan that contracts with both Medicare 
and the New York State Department of 
Health (Medicaid) to provide benefi ts of 
both programs to Participants through the 
Fully Integrated Duals Advantage (FIDA) 
Demonstration. 

Limitations and restrictions may apply. For 
more information, call VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete Participant Services or read the 
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete Participant 
Handbook. 
Benefi ts, List of Covered Drugs, and pharmacy 
and provider networks may change from time 
to time throughout the year and on January 1 
of each year. 
You can get this information for free in other 
formats, such as Braille or large print. Call toll-
free 1-866-783-1444, TTY: 711, 8 am - 8 pm, 7 
days a week.
You can get this information for free in other 
languages. Call 1-866-783-1444 and (TTY is 
711) during 8 am - 8 pm, 7 days a week. The 
call is free.
Usted puede obtener este documento en 
inglés o hablar con alguna persona sobre 
esta información en otros idiomas de manera 
gratuita. Llame al 1-866-783-1444 y (TTY es 
711) de 8 a. m. a 8 p. m., 7 días a la semana. La 
llamada es gratis.

�������	
������
�������8�����8����1-866-
783-1444 (TTY���711)�	� !"#$
%&'()*�	+�,�-.�
다른 언어로 된 정보를 무료로 얻을 수 
있습니다. 주 7일 오전 8시에서 오후 8시 
사이에 1-866-783-1444번(TTY 사용자는 
711번)으로 문의해 주십시오. 통화는 
무료입니다.
Вы можете получить эту информацию 
бесплатно и на других языках. Звоните 
по телефону 1-866-783-1444 (телетайп: 
711) ежедневно с 8:00 до 20:00. Звонок 
бесплатный.
Ou kapab jwenn enfòmasyon sa a pou gratis 
nan lòt lang. Rele 1-866-783-1444 ak (TTY se 
711) ant 8 di maten jiska 8 di swa, 7 jou pa 
semèn. Apèl la gratis.
È possibile ottenere gratuitamente queste 
informazioni in altre lingue. Chiamare il 
numero 1-866-783-1444 (il numero TTY è 711) 
dalle 8:00 alle 20:00, 7 giorni alla settimana. La 
chiamata è gratuita.

VNSNY CHOICE
FIDA Complete
(Medicare-Medicaid Plan)
One comprehensive health plan
that combines Medicare and 
Medicaid benefi ts for people who
need long term care.

 From the Visiting Nurse Service of New York
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Keeping marriage 
going strong into your 

golden years

Happily 
ever 
after

T he trend of long-married 
couples calling it quits 
has been growing. How-

ever, there are some steps cou-
ples can take to keep their re-
lationships going strong.

According to the AARP, di-
vorces among people over the 
age of 50 have doubled since 
1990. According to Susan 
Brown, co-director of the Na-
tional Center for Family and 
Marriage Research at Bowl-
ing Green State University, 
one out of three baby boomers 
will face their golden years 
unmarried.

There are a number of rea-
sons why divorce rates have 
skyrocketed among the over-
50 set. Understanding just 
why these divorces are tak-
ing place and taking proactive 
steps to alleviate some of the 
divorce triggers can be a rec-
ipe for a happy marriage that 
continues throughout a cou-
ple’s golden years.

Increase accountability
Ours is a transient society 

where families no longer bat 
an eyelash over moving great 
distances away from other 
family members. As a result, 
boomers may feel like they 
are not connected to children 
or grandchildren. With this 
in mind, they may feel less at-
tached to their marriage or 
their responsibilities, or be-
lieve that no one will get hurt 
by a divorce. Keeping fami-
lies close and remaining in 
frequent contact can increase 
accountability and reduce the 
propensity for divorce.

Get things out in the 
open 

A major reason for a failed 
marriage is years of avoiding 
signifi cant issues, rather than 
addressing problems. Couples 
should make time to talk to 
each other about anything 
that might be bothering them, 

rather than letting too many 
things slide. If these conver-
sations turn into shouting 
matches, there is always the 
option of bringing in a third 
party to serve as a mediator.

Spend time apart 
After retirement, couples 

may fi nd themselves spending 
hours upon hours in each oth-
er’s company. While togeth-
erness can be benefi cial, too 
much time spent together may 
lead to feelings of suffocation 
and the perception that each 
member of the relationship is 
no longer his or her own per-
son. Individuals can remedy 
this by doing more things on 
their own, whether spending 
time apart with friends or en-
gaging in hobby time with-
out your spouse. After all, ab-
sence makes the heart grow 
fonder. Brief periods of sepa-
ration can make the time mar-
ried couples do spend together 

feel more meaningful.

Recommit to your 
vows

After 30 or more years, 
the vows you shared on your 
wedding day may be a distant 
memory. Some people may 
have different views on the 
permanence of vows, putting 
personal happiness ahead of 
the happiness of the couple. 
Take stock of what you prom-
ised one another on your wed-
ding day and stick to those 
words.

Become a comedian
Laughter has a way of dis-

solving a tenuous situation. 
Focus energy on laughing at 
mistakes instead of pointing 
blame. Couples can make fun 
of themselves and resolve to 
not take things too seriously.

Act like you’re dating
Couples often become 

complacent after many years 
of marriage. They may forget 
about the little details that 
made the relationship fun in 
the early years. The personal 
notes and cards and other 
surprises may fall by the 
wayside after being together 
for some time. Make an ef-
fort to go on dates, write love 
notes, and think of what was 
appreciated by your partners 
when you were in the dating 
stage.

Practice selflessness
Sometimes all that is 

needed to rekindle a rela-
tionship is a selfl ess act that 
shows how much you care for 
your partner. 

Couples who are on the 
fence with regard to divorce 
can make an effort to im-
prove the relationship rather 
than simply see divorce as 
the best option. 



TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 6–12, 201526    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

M any budding retirees 
plan to travel, relax, 
and enjoy the company 

of their spouses when they of-
fi cially stop working. But such 
plans only are possible if men 
and women take steps to secure 
their fi nancial futures in re-
tirement.

According to a recent sur-
vey by the personal fi nance 
education site MoneyTips.
com, roughly one-third of Baby 
Boomers have no retirement 
plan. The reason some may 
have no plan is they have mis-
conceptions about how much 
money they will need in retire-
ment. Successful retirees un-
derstand the steps to take and 
how to live on a budget.

Have a plan
Many people simply fail to 

plan for retirement. Even men 
and women who invest in an 
employer-sponsored retire-
ment program, such as a 401(k), 

should not make that the only 
retirement planning they do. 
Speak with a fi nancial advi-
sor who can help you develop a 
plan that ensures you don’t out-
live your assets.

Set reasonable goals 
Retirement nest eggs do not 

need to be enormous. Many re-
tirees have a net worth of less 
than $1 million, and many 
people live comfortably on less 
than $100,000 annually. When 
planning for retirement, don’t 
be dissuaded because you won’t 
be buying a vineyard or villa in 
Europe. Set reasonable goals 
for your retirement and make 
sure you meet those goals.

Recognize there is no 
magic wealth-building 
plan

Saving comes down to for-
mulating a plan specifi c to your 
goals, resources, abilities, and 
skills. Make saving a prior-

ity and take advantage of em-
ployer-sponsored retirement 
programs if they are offered.

Don’t underestimate 
spending

You will need money in re-
tirement, and it’s best that you 
don’t underestimate just how 
much you’re going to need. No 
one wants to be stuck at home 
during retirement, when peo-
ple typically want to enjoy 
themselves and the freedom 
that comes with retirement. 
Speak to a fi nancial planner to 
develop a reasonable estimate 
of your living expenses when 
you plan to retire.

Pay down or avoid 
debt while you can

Try to eliminate all of your 
debts before you retire and, 
once you have, focus your en-
ergy on growing your invest-
ments and/or saving money for 
retirement. 

ELDERCARE TODAY

Successful ways to stretch 
retirement savings

Many budding retirees have misconceptions about how much money 
they will need in retirement.

Studio $2,550*
Per Month 

All-Inclusive*

Helping elderly parents 
or relatives from afar

Today’s families are more geograph-
ically diverse than ever before. 
Whereas it was once common for 

families to remain in the same city or 
state for generations, nowadays families 
routinely spread out across the country, 
if not the world. Thanks to technologi-
cal advancements that make it easier 
than ever before to stay in touch, fami-
lies today can still thrive and stay close 
even if they live hundreds, if not thou-
sands, of miles away from one another.

One issue facing many families that 
have chosen to spread out is how to help 
Mom and Dad when they reach the age 
where they need their adult childrens’ 
help. While this wasn’t a problem for 
the families of yesteryear, it is a genu-
ine concern for adults who live far away 
from their parents. Fortunately, there 
are ways to be there for your elderly 
parents even when you can’t physically 
be there for them.

Speak to your parents about what 

they need. While some parents might 
not be able to realistically assess their 
needs, children should speak to their 
parents when making decisions about 
their care. Adults who live far away 
from their parents might not know ex-

actly what their parents need, so discuss 
the problems they might be having on a 
day-to-day basis to determine the level 
of care or assistance they will need.

Examine fi nances. Managing 
money is often diffi cult for seniors 
who have had an accident or are deal-
ing with a serious medical condition. 
Seniors might forget to pay bills or be 
struggling to manage money with the 
escalating costs of prescription medica-
tions and health care in general.

To help avoid missed bills, adult chil-
dren can utilize online bill paying of-
fered by many banks, wherein bills are 
automatically paid each month on their 
due date by simply being deducted from 
a given account. Adult children can also 
consult a fi nancial advisor to develop a 
plan that allows seniors access to their 
money while ensuring it will still be 
there when they need it.

Research community resources. 
Many communities provide adequate 
resources for the elderly who might 
be incapacitated or otherwise need as-
sistance. Programs such as Meals on 
Wheels can be a great assistance to 
long-distance caregivers concerned 
about their elderly parents. 
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Thank you GuildNet.

Having a chronic illness can mean many 
changes – especially if your loved one 
is visually impaired. But one thing that 
doesn’t have to change is your doctor. With 
GuildNet’s long term care plans, your loved 
ones can keep their own doctors. 

Call GuildNet – we speak your language.

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Dad kept his 
doctor, and his 
independence.

Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 

Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 

h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, 
tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ^Slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, ABS, 
pm, Alloys, CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL

CORVETTE2013 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #9700. 34k 
miles. 

$33,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

E3502012 MERCEDES

$24,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, 6 cyl, alloys, 
p/d/l, ac, p/s. Stk 
#11628. 20k miles. 

S5502012 MERCEDES

$42,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, V8, abs, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5326. 
18k miles. 

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for 
excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 20k 1226 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND 
RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT 

SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400 
         MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

$103BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

$139BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 20k miles, Stk#1934

$16,900

'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595

XXXX
DDDAAASSSHHH TTTHHHRRROOOUUUGGGHHH TTTHHHEEE SSSNNNOOOWWW

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2005 Chevy TrailBlazer, 81k J1066 $5,995

 2005 Ford Expedition, 122k 8789 $5,995

 2006 BMW X3, 128k 11286 $6,995

 2006 Toyota Rav 4, 114k 2554 $7,500

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $7,995

 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995

 2006 Honda Ridgeline, 135k 4629 $9,595

 2006 BMW X5, 85k 11851 $9,995

 2007 Jeep Gr Cherokee, 98k J1091     $10,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  

 2007 Toyota 4Runner, 86k 9610       $12,995

 2006 Cadillac Escalade, 100k 10464     $12,995

 2007 Toyota FJ Cruiser, 70k 11842     $16,995

 2008 GMC Yukon, 62k 65921     $17,995

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766For Complimentary Pick Up

MAJOR SAYS
KEEP IT!

DON’T GIVE UP
YOUR TAX REFUND!

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§
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FOCUS ON QUEENS

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (second from r.) attended 
the Astoria/Long Island City Chapter of the NAACP’s annu-
al gala at Riccardo’s By the Bridge in Astoria. At the annu-
al event, in honor of the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., attend-
ees paid tribute to the life and legacy of the late civil rights 
leader. Photo courtesy Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer’s office

Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney (r.) presented a check 
for $327,098 to The Floating Hospital in Long Island City to 
bring the total federal dollars to $18 million for the facil-
ity. Maloney is pictured with Cynthia Davis of Community 
Outreach.  Photo courtesy Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney’s office

Councilman Eric Ulrich (third from l.) is joined by Councilman 
Philip Goldfeder, state Sen. Joseph Addabbo and members 
from the Rotary Club of Southwest Queens at Cozy Bowl in 
Ozone Park to raise funds benefiting various veteran chari-
ties. Photo courtesy Councilman Eric Ulrich's office

Councilman Paul Vallone hosted a breast cancer mobile 
care clinic outside his district office. In partnership with the 
American-Italian Cancer Foundation, clinical breast exams 
and digital mammograms were provided to women at no 
cost.  Photo courtesy Councilman Paul Vallone’s office

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer joined Mayor Bill de 
Blasio in honoring Officers Corey Sarro and William 
Caldarera of the 108th Precinct with a proclamation 
on behalf of the New York City Council for saving a se-
nior’s life in Long Island City in December.  

Photo courtesy Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer’s office

Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley (c.) joined fel-
low council members and affordable housing advo-
cates on the steps of City Hall to stand against ille-
gal hotels in New York City multiple-dwelling buildings.  

Photo courtesy Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley’s office

Queens Borough President Melinda Katz (r.) honors fallen of-
ficers at a vigil organized by the precinct councils in Patrol 
Borough Queens South. Katz addressed a crowd of more than 
200 at the vigil outside of the 107th Precinct stationhouse 
to honor fallen NYPD officers Rafael Ramos and Wenjian 
Liu. Photo courtesy Borough President Melina Katz's office

Queens legislators attended the Legislative Breakfast at the 
Queens Jewish Community Council. The QJCC is an umbrel-
la, non-political and non-partisan organization for about 
100 Queens organizations. Photo by Bob Harris

REMEMBERING OUR HEROES

QUEENS OFFICIALS MEETING AND GREETING

SUPPORTING IMPORTANT CAUSES

Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder (r.) with former Congressman 
Bob Turner (l.) and Steve Greenberg (middle), chairman of the 
Breeze Point Disaster Relief Fund, at the 14th annual Dinner 
Dance and Fundraiser at El Caribe Country Club Caterers in 
Brooklyn.  Photo courtesy Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder’s office
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We’re getting
out of debt.

What would you do

with your refund? 

Text “Refund” to 97779* and join #GotMyRefund

conversations on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram.
*Message and data rates may apply. Check with your service provider.

You may be eligible for up to $10,000 

from tax credits, including the Earned 

Income Tax Credit (EITC).

Call 311 or go to nyc.gov/taxprep for ways to file your taxes for FREE.
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BY JUAN SOTO

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Astoria) warned pimps and 
sex traffickers that the Inter-
nal Revenue Service is watch-
ing over their businesses.  

The congresswoman is 
pushing a bill that would give 
the IRS funding and resources 
to go after “johns” and traf-
fickers for violating tax laws. 
Maloney said the new law 
would focus on the “willful 
failure of traffickers to file re-
turns, supply information, or 
pay tax where the taxpayer is 
an aggravated non-filer.”

Congress passed the bill 
last week, and is now waiting 
for Senate approval.

“Trafficking is an industry 
that rakes in hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars every year,” 
Maloney said. “But the pimps 
and traffickers rarely pay 
taxes.”

The legislation would fund 
the IRS with about $4 million 
to prosecute sex traffickers for 
tax law violations. 

Maloney made the an-
nouncement next to a sex traf-
ficking survivor. 

“The bill... is very im-
portant because it offers the 
promise to support survivors 
of human trafficking,” said 
Shandra Woworuntu, who 
came to the United States for 
a job in Chicago, but instead 
was kidnapped at JFK, had 
her passport stolen and was 
forced into sex slavery in New 
York for about one year. 

She escaped from her traf-
ficker in Brooklyn.

The Justice for Victims of 
Trafficking Act will also pro-
vide protection for whistle-
blowers and financial assis-
tance for the victims.   

The new law “allows sur-
vivors to receive benefits to 
empower them to be able to re-
integrate into the community 
to fulfill their dream,” said 
Woworuntu, an East Elmhurst 
resident. 

The U.S. representative 
also said she will reintroduce 
the Human Trafficking Fraud 
Enforcement Act, also known 
as the “Pimp Tax,” legislation 
that would provide protection 
for whistle-blowers.  

Maloney pointed out that 
Al Capone, an American gang-

ster, was busted, thanks to tax 
laws. 

“Similarly we should be us-
ing tax laws to trap the mon-
sters that earn millions off 
the misery of victims of this 
modern day form of slavery,” 
Maloney said.

She noted the bill gives 
prosecutors “another tool to 
crack down on traffickers.” 
Maloney said Congress also 
passed the Stop Advertising 
Victims of Exploitation Act 
she introduced with U.S. Rep. 
Ann Wagner (R-Mo.).

Melina Lito, trafficking 
program officer for Equality 
Now, an international organi-
zation that advocated for the 
human rights of women and 
girls, welcomed the bill. 

“We strongly believe that 
combating commercial sexual 
exploitation must be ground-
ed in targeting the demand 
which fuels sex trafficking,” 
Lito said. “We are encour-
aged by the act’s emphasis on 
criminalizing traffickers and 
pimps, as well as those who 
pay for sex with victims of 
trafficking.”

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney (L-R), Shandra Woworuntu, Dorchen Leidholdt 
and Carol Smolenski are promoting a new bill to curb sex traffickers.  

Courtesy of Rep. Maloney's Office

Punish sex traffi ckers with tax laws: Maloney

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners
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LIU Brooklyn Sits in the Media Capital of the World

COVER THE 
WORLD AROUND YOU

LIU Brooklyn’s Department of Journalism and Communications Studies emphasizes  
ethics, journalistic inquiry, entrepreneurial skills, and professional practice while a faculty  
of award-winning journalists and media leaders bring their experience and expertise from  
the newsroom into the classroom, preparing students to become leaders in the industry.  
LIU Brooklyn students graduate ready for the fast changing news media ahead of them.

Apply today. 
liu.edu/bkjournalism

Polk Awards
For more than 60 years,  
Long Island University  
has proudly presented  
the George Polk Awards  
in Journalism, the �rst major 
award of its kind to recognize 
reporting across all media.
polkawards.org
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Soundview and the Lower 
East Side.

Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz praised de 
Blasio’s selection of emerging 
neighborhoods like Long Is-
land City and Flushing West 
in his mandatory inclusion-
ary housing policy and his 
commitment to create 10,000 
units of senior affordable 
housing.

She said Queens is “elat-
ed” over the city’s plans for a 
five-borough ferry service.

“Mayor de Blasio has laid 
forth a real capital commit-
ment and a 2017 launch, while 
the restored Rockaway Ferry 
will be a boon for residents as 
an economic generator and 
an affordable transit option,” 
Katz said.

State Assemblyman Phil-
ip Goldfeder (D-Rockaway 
Beach) said he is optimistic 
about the proposal but that 
families and small business-
es need service implemented 
immediately.

“Our ferry dock at Beach 
108th was disassembled and 
shipped away overnight,” 
Goldfeder said. “It should 

not take two years to bring 
it back. Our struggling fami-
lies deserve equal access to 
transit just like every other 
resident in the city and I will 
not stop fighting until this is 
a reality.”

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach) agreed.

“While I warmly welcome 
the announcement of this 
new system, my Rockaway 
constituents still need imme-
diate help regarding trans-
portation, perhaps by tempo-
rarily reinstating the former 
Rockaway Ferry service or 
improved bus service,” Add-
abbo said.

City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
commended de Blasio’s af-
fordable housing plans as 
well as the plans for citywide 
ferry service.

“We are a city surrounded 
by water and we need to take 
advantage of the water’s re-
sources, especially as we 
work to reach our commit-
ment to reduce our carbon 
emissions by 80% by 2050,” 
Constantinides said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 9 

De Blasio

and now the College Point 
Corporate Park is going to 
have control over its own 
money for the first time,” he 
said. “And the city’s actu-
ally going to hand it over to 
them.”

The College Point Corpo-
rate Park is a 550-acre office 
park with more than 200 
companies and 6,000 employ-
ees. Of the 200 companies, 57 
are required to pay into the 
park’s improvement fund.

The fund supports the 
park’s management and 
maintenance program, along 
with business assistance 
training, beautification proj-
ects and capital improve-
ments. But over the last 20 
years, the fund has accumu-
lated about $5 million. .

The city Economic Devel-
opment Corporation is in the 
process of establishing a new 
steering committee that will 
help determine the future 
of the investment funds, an 
EDC spokesman said. 

Options that were being 
considered included the cre-
ation of a business improve-
ment district, a board of di-
rectors, an advisory board 
or a nonprofit composed of 
the businesses, the city Eco-
nomic Development Corpora-
tion and members of Commu-
nity Board 7, Chuck Apelian, 
co-chairman of the College 
Point Corporate Park Task-
force and first vice chairman 
of Community Board 7, previ-
ously told TimesLedger. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 5 

Ferry

FBI agents who were looking 
at contributions to his cam-
paign.

\“The jury dismissed the 
foundational basis of my 
charge and I will be appealing 

this case,” Baldeo, who is out 
on bail, said in a phone inter-
view.  “We believe there is a 
good chance to succeed with 
the appeal.”

He added, “Unfortunately 
the establishment is going af-
ter me. There are many more 
who have done much worse 
and never been prosecuted.” 

Baldeo also ran for the 
state Senate in 2006 and lost 
the election by a small margin 
to former Republican Sen. Ser-
phin Maltese. His Richmond 
Hill law practice  has served 
small businesses in housing, 
real estate, public benefits, 
and corporate immigration 
law for the last 25 years.

Continued from Page 18 
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blyman Heastie and I under-
stand the joy that his election 
will bring to all communities 
of our state.”

The 47-year-old Heastie 
replaced Silver, who was ar-
rested on federal corruption 
charges last month, and be-
came the first African-Ameri-
can speaker Tuesday. 

“Today was a historic day,” 
Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya (D-East Elmhurst) said. 
“I have every confidence in 
Mr. Heastie’s ability to lead 
‘the People’s House.’ I know 
that Speaker Heastie will steer 
the Assembly towards an era 
of moral budgets that takes 
the needs of all New Yorkers 
into account and legislation 
that is worthy of the people we 

serve.”
Heastie promised to create 

a new office of ethics compli-
ance and restore the cham-
ber’s reputation. 

“We will change the cyni-
cism into trust,” Heastie said. 
“Our state deserves a govern-
ment as good as its people.”

While Heastie has not been 
accused of wrongdoing, his 
spending was examined by the 
Moreland Commission, the 
anticorruption panel that was 
disbanded by Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo in March 2014.

On Monday, Cuomo out-
lined his own ethics reform 
agenda during a speech at 
NYU’s School of Law.

 “This has been a difficult 
month for the state of New 
York, the reputation of the 
state of New York,” Cuomo 
said. “The headlines have 
been ugly.”

Cuomo went on to present a 
plan to “clean up Albany and 
restore trust” that would ban 
outside income for lawmakers 
and force the Legislature to 
work full-time, or enact new 
rules for outside pay. He also 
called stricter limits on law-
makers’ use of expense allow-
ances and campaign funds.

“The bottom line is that 
New Yorkers will never trust 
the government’s authenticity 
until they know the who, what 
and where of outside employ-
ment,” Cuomo said. “Either 
end it entirely or thoroughly 
disclose it. There is no middle 
ground.”

. He vowed not to sign the 
budget this year unless ethics 
reforms are instituted.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 4 

Nolan

Get more news, views and 
information at 

www.TimesLedger.com
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

When people think of New York 
theater, it often takes a lot to convince 
them the best of the city’s performing 
arts doesn’t only happen in a roughly 
50-square-block area of Manhattan. 

Queens is lucky to have more than 
a dozen community theater groups 
and about a half-dozen professional 
level troupes, which consistently en-
tertain and enlighten audiences with 
everything from Neil Simon to William 
Shakespeare. 

Once again, TimesLedger Newspa-
pers looks back at the past year to single 
out those individuals who delivered the 
most memorable, thought-provoking 
performances and productions to play 
the borough.

Five nominees were selected for each 
category: lead actor, lead actress, sup-
porting actor, supporting actress, direc-
tor and best production. Any show that 
opened between Jan. 1 - Dec. 31 and was 
approved as an Actors Equity Showcase 
was eligible. 

In Queens, those performances take 
place at The Chain Theatre, The Secret 
Theatre, The Chocolate Factory The-
ater, the Queens Theatre and the Asto-
ria Performing Arts Center. 

Here are the winners for the 2015 
Queens Kudos Awards:

• Outstanding actress in a lead 

role — When it comes 
to performing both co-
medic and dramatic 
roles, few people can 
pull both off at the 
same level. This year’s 
choice for lead actress 
is one of those extreme-
ly talented few. Laura 

Frye delivers not one 
but three memorable 
performances in “A 
Christmas Carol” at 
the Queens Theatre. 

As Mrs. Cratchit, Frye 
beautifully shows the 
anger she feels toward 
Scrooge, who she be-
lieves is the cause of 
her family’s misery, 
without letting the bile 
dictate her interactions 
with others. Earlier in 
the show as the Ghost 
of Christmas Past, Frye 
portrays the spirit with-
out pity or judgment 
toward Scrooge and 

his probable fate. With sort of a Jack 
Webb, just the facts ma’am approach, 
Frye merely shows the miser why he 
is the way he is. But it may have been 
the slip of a bit as Sally, a partygoer at 
Scrooge’s nephew’s home, that clinched 
this award. In a handful of lines, deliv-
ered with a lusty and drunken furor, 
Frye walks away with the show. 

• Outstanding actor in a lead 

role — The five men nominated as 
outstanding lead actor this year pre-
sented radically different yet nuanced 
performances in both comedies and 
dramas. But Terry Layman, in the 
title role of  Titan Theatre Co.’s “King 
Lear,” managed to set himself apart 
from the tough competition with a 
brilliant turn as the doomed monarch. 
Layman’s magnificent performance 
expresses the king’s wide range of 
emotions, which run from anger and 
vitriol to light-heartedness and joy. 
Lear is an old man, made more feeble 
in the body and brain as the realiza-
tion of what he has done — rewarded 
the two evil daughters and punished 
the only one who really loved him — 
becomes clear. Layman is able to con-
vey regalness at the onset as equally as 
he expresses insanity toward the end 
and nowhere does he make a false step 
or hit an unrealistic note in his thrill-
ing performance.

• Outstanding actress in a sup-

porting role — As the clichéd saying 
goes, there are no small roles, only 
small actors. Being able to leave a last-
ing impression in just one or two scenes 
is a hard trick to pull off. But Jacklyn 

Collier in Variations Theatre Group’s 
“Hurlyburly” manages to do just that. 

Continued on Page 38

TimesLedger honors 
the best of borough’s 
performances in 2014
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 Michael Selkirk, dressed as the Ghost of Christmas Present, also played Mr. Fezzwig in the 
Titan Theatre Co. and Queens Theatre production of “A Christmas Carol.” The show was named 
the best production  in the borough last year.  Photo courtesy Titan Theatre Co. 
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PRODUCTIONS

“Seussical Jr.” — The world of Dr. Seuss set 
to music by Lynn Aherns and Stephen Flaherty 
comes to life with a group of young actors. 
When: Through Feb. 8, Friday at 7 pm, 
Saturday at 2 pm and 7 pm, Sunday at 2 pm
Where: Rockaway Theatre Co., The Post 
Theatre, Building T4, Fort Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Lend Me a Tenor” — First String Players stage 
Ken Ludwig’s comedy, set at the Cleveland Grand 
Opera Co. in 1934 when world famous tenor Tito 
Merelli II is set to perform “Otello,” but through 
a series of mix-ups, including a double dose of 
tranquilizers, the star passes out just before the 
curtain is set to rise. 
When: Through Feb. 8, Saturday at 8 pm, 
Sunday at 2 pm
Where: Our Lady of Mercy, 70-01 Kessel St., 
Forest Hills
Cost: $10
Contact: fi rststringplayers@gmail.com

“Charlotte’s Web” — As part of Queens 
Theatre’s Family Series, Theatreworks’ 
presents its version of the beloved children’s 
book about a pig named Wilbur and a spider 
named Charlotte. 

When: Sunday, Feb. 8, at 1 pm and 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United Nations 
Ave. South, Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $14
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

“Vanities” — Parkside Players presents 
this comedy-drama follows three Texas 
cheerleaders from high school through 
college up to a bittersweet reunion as they 
face turning 30. 
When: Feb. 21 - March 1, Friday and Saturday 
at 8 pm, Sunday at 2 pm
Where: Grace Lutheran Church, Union Turnpike 
and 71st Road, Forest Hills
Cost: $17, $15/seniors
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.parksideplayers.com

“Spank! The Fifty Shades Parody” — You’ve 
read the book and the movie is on its way, so 
in the meantime check out this adult comedy 
with musical numbers skewering the best-
selling novel. 
When: Thursday, March 5, at 8 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium, Kupferberg Center 
for the Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $25 - $45
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.kupferbergcenter.org

Answers in Sports

Conserve

SustainRenew

ensQueens
Future of Energy

i iBusiness Summit
Thursday, February 12, 2015  |  8:00AM-2:00PM

Queens College Science Building / Rosenthal Library

Register at www.queenschamber.org/events
Attendance is free

Continued on Page 43
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Last fall LaGuardia Community 
College photography students and fac-
ulty devoted two semesters to a project 
they fervently embraced. 

They wanted to illuminate the vari-
ous life experiences of the American 
Muslim community, so they captured 
the “Faces of Islam,” through thought-
provoking portraits. While several im-
ages were shot by students as individu-
al projects, other works were the result 
of photos that were taken of subjects 
who modeled in the classroom.

The unique exhibit, which opens 
Saturday, can be viewed at the Queens 
Museum through March 1. 

“The premise of this photo project 
is to document the diversity within the 
Muslim community and show that they 
are not a monolith,” LaGuardia’s Alex-
andra Ben Othman said. “My role was 
to bring in the subjects, many of whom 
I’ve known for several years; others, I 
was introduced to through people who 
were photographed.”

Folks included in the “Face of Is-
lam” project range from politicians 
to students, activists and even a prin-
cess.

“When selecting my subjects, my 
first instinct was to reach out to those 
groups who one wouldn’t necessar-

ily think of as Muslim,” said Othman. 
“Many of my earlier subjects were from 
Central and South America, since La-
tinos are the fastest-growing convert 
group in America.”

Because African Americans are the 
oldest and one of the largest Muslim 
groups in America, she said it was im-
portant to represent them as well.

“And then of course, we have people 
from India, Pakistan, Egypt, Morocco 
and Palestine,” she said. “Some other 
groups include a woman from Kazakh-
stan, a Tanzanian of Indian descent, a 
white convert and a Filipino from the 
island of Mindanao, who is the daugh-
ter of a sultan.”

Two LaGuardia students, who cap-
tured images that are on display in the 

“Faces of Islam” exhibit, share their 
unique experiences.

Gianni Sanchez Cruz, 27, was born 
in Ecuador and lives in the Bronx. 

“As a newcomer in this country, 
working on this project was an excit-
ing experience and helped me grow as 
a photographer. Before taking these 
pictures I didn’t have a clear idea about 
the Islamic religion or its followers,” 
he said. “Where I come from we don’t 
have enough information about Islam. 
I grew up watching stereotypes of Mus-
lims and those images do not give the 
correct concept about it.” 

Cruz recalled that he was very ner-
vous when he first started the project 
because he didn’t know what to expect 
or how to talk to his subjects.  Since his 
subjects were politicians and writers, 
Cruz’s idea was to photograph them in 
a corporate way, to give them a profes-
sional, but also natural look. He said 
the experience gave him an opportu-
nity to expand his understanding of 
Islam and its followers and was a great 
way for him to learn about different 
cultures, languages, values, and be-
liefs. 

“Now I can come to my own opinion 
about Islam. I can erase all the Muslim 
stereotypes that the media built in my 
mind,” he said. 

When she was in high school Aliya Latif 
played basketball while wearing the 
Hijab. This recent photo is part of the 
Queens Museum-LaGuardia Community 
College exhibit "Faces of Islam." 

Photo courtesy LaGuardia Community College

LaGuardia students develop exhibit about Muslims
‘Faces of Islam’ photo display at Queens Museum shows religion’s diversity in borough

 Ballet
Hispanico

Making a triumphant 
return to Queens Theatre, 
BALLET HISPANICO is a 
world-wide phenomenon, 
having offered over 
3,000 performances to 
audiences of over 2 million 
throughout 11 countries. 
Their flamboyant 
work fuses Latin dance 
with classical and 
contemporary techniques 
to create a new style in 
which theatricality and 
passion propel every 
move. "This company can 
wake up the neighborhood 
with a brassy shout or 
croon softly in your ear, 
whispering words of love.” 
- The Star Ledger.
February 14 & 15 
Saturday at 2 pm & 8 pm 
Sunday at 3 pm 
Tickets: $42  
Member price: $38 
Rear Seating: $25 
Box Office: 718.760.0064 
www.queenstheatre.org

Continued on Page 43

IF YOU GO
“Faces of Islam”

When: Feb. 7 - March 1
Where: Queens Museum, New York 
Building, Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: Suggested — $8/adults, $4/
students and seniors, Free/children 
under 12
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.org
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DINING ROOM SPECIAL 
VALENTINE DINNER

A La Carte from  
Our Menu 

Reservations Required

REDUCED MENU  
HARP PLAYER

220-33 NORTHERN BLVD  
BAYSIDE, NY 11361 
Contact@Marbella-Restaurant.com

www.Marbella-Restaurant.com 

RESERVE YOUR SPACE TODAY FOR EITHER DINNER & DANCING  
OR A LA CARTE DINING ROOM DINNER WITH HARP PLAYER

VALENTINE’S DAY IS FOR LOVERS
ENJOY ROMANTIC DINING & DANCING IN THE  

Cocktail Hour  Continuous Open Bar

Continuous Buffet including our Best Signature Dishes 

Continuous Dancing to the Music of the  

PER PERSON  
+TAX & TIP

Reservations with  
$25 pp Deposit

WEDDINGS  ANNIVERSARIES  BIRTHDAYS  SHOWERS 

PRIVATE FACILITIES FOR BUSINESS MEETINGS  

AND PERSONAL FUNCTIONS

ACCOMMODATE UP TO 250 PEOPLE  OPEN FOR 40 YEARS  

SPECIALS EVERY DAY  TWO PARTY ROOMS 

R E S TAU R A N T  &  CAT E R I N G

YOUR HOST MR. CID 
FORMERLY OF THE SPANISH PAVILLION

Spanish Elegance

PRIVATE ROOM  
UP TO 300 PEOPLE

HARP PLAYER  
FRIDAY TO SUNDAY

Superb Spanish Cuisine from  
Spain & Continental Cuisine

As Bonnie, a stripper and 
part-time prostitute, Collier 
provides a slap of reality to 
the motley crew of Hollywood 
sad-sacks and sociopaths in 
this wickedly funny version 
of David Rabe’s dark comedy. 
As Bonnie stumbles in with 
torn stockings, bloody knees 
and missing one shoe, after 
being tossed out of a moving 
car by another character, Col-
lier’s deadpanned response 
to the question of what did 
she do to prompt this, speaks 
louder and longer than any 
five-minute monologue could. 
“I smiled,” she said. Bonnie 
sees the absurdity of the situ-
ation and the self-delusional 
lifestyles the others promote 
and calls it out for what it is. 
In those two words, Collier an-
chors the entire play in reality 
and encourages the others to 
join her there. 

• Outstanding actor in a 

supporting role — Picking 
one or two actors who present 
a complete performance wor-
thy of praise is often pretty 
easy. That is not the case this 
year in this category, where 
we easily could have selected 
10 nominees. But in a season 

thick with complex, funny 
and even disturbing turns, 
Tristan Colton in “The Pris-
on Where I Live,” was, in a 
word, phenomenal. As John 
Wilkes Booth, Colton is fun-
ny, foul-mouthed and smart. 
Forced into the family busi-
ness — which just happened 
to be acting — Booth was less 
interested in craft and more 
geared toward meeting and 
bedding women. The historic 
Booth was not a nice guy. But 
Colton actually turns his nasty 

man, who nearly destroyed the 
nation after killing Abraham 
Lincoln, into a charming and 
likeable character. That says a 
lot. He is able to take one of the 
world’s greatest villains and 
make him into somebody you 
would want to hang out with. 
And in the end, Colton does 
this in a believable way that 
makes the audience rethink 
what they thought they knew. 

• Outstanding director — 
The man — and in Queens this 
year they were all men — who 

starts with a vision of what a 
show should be and works to 
ensure that happens is often 
left out of the praise. Clearly, 
when a play 
fails, every-
one points to 
the director, 
but when a 
p r o d u c t i o n 
shines, the 
audience may 
think about 
the actors, the 
p l a y w r i g h t 
or even the 
costumer. A 
great director 
should work 
with a light 
touch and cre-
ate something 
that seems to 
have sprung 
to life organi-
cally.  In an-
other tough 
category, the 
2015 Queens 
Kudos for di-
recting goes to 
Alberto Bo-

nilla for the 
Queens Play-
ers’ “Richard 
III.” Bonilla took Shakespeare’s 
tragedy and transported it to 
Margaret Thatcher’s England 
of the 1980s. The show was 
loud and in your face, which 

makes perfect sense for this 
story of a borderline psycho-
path, who murdered his way to 
the throne. Including a band on 

a stage within 
the stage 
helps add an-
other level of 
complexity to 
this bloody 
tale. Punk 
anthems from 
The Clash, 
Billy Idol and 
The Sweet 
move the 
plot along in 
a fresh and 
exciting way. 
Some of the 
actors even 
turn parts of 
their mono-
logues into 
songs. Bonil-
la also elicits 
i n c r e d i b l e 
performanc-
es from the 
entire cast. 
When they 
handed ear-
plugs out to 
the audience 
at the start of 

the show, we actually thought 
about leaving. Luckily we 
stayed and were rewarded 
with a brilliant production. 

KUDOS
Continued from Page 35 

Jacklyn Collier (front row, far r.), shown surrounded by the rest of the 
“Hurlyburly” cast, earned a Kudos Award for Outstanding Actress in a 
Supporting Role.  Photo courtesy Variations Theatre Group

The 2015 Queens Kudos for 
Outstanding Lead Actor goes to 
Terry Layman, who starred in 
“King Lear” last spring.  

Photo courtesy Titan Theatre Co. 

Continued on Page 42
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Happy Valentine’s Day!
2015 Four Course Dinner $49.00 or a la carte++
Includes a Complimentary Glass of Champagne 

with our four course dinner!

Appetizers
Oysters Rockefeller | 13.95 

freshly shucked Oysters baked with Spinach, Bacon, 
Herbs and grated Parmesan cheese 

Caprese Salad | 10.95
with Balsamic Reduction

Bacon Wrapped Stuffed Mushrooms | 12.95

Salad
Mixed Greens | 10.95

with dried Cranberry, Sundried Tomato, Cherry Mozzarella 
Balls, Cucumber and Sliced Prosciutto

Entrees
20 oz. Rib Eye Steak | 31.95

with Au Poivre sauce 

Poached Salmon | 25.95
topped with Basil Pesto, on a bed of Spinach with a 

Citrus Beurre Blanc sauce

Stuffed Chicken Breast | 23.95
with Fresh Mozzarella cheese

and Prosciutto Served with Sherry Plum Tomato sauce

Veal Scallopine | 26.95
with Madeira Mushroom Demi-Glace

Pan Seared Lamb Chops | 29.95
with Mint Sauce

Lobster Ravioli | 31.95
with Seafood in Scampi sauce

Black Angus Shell Steak | 29.95
with Port Wine sauce

Dessert
Chocolate Hazelnut Turnover | 6.95
with Cinnamon Sugar and Ice Cream

Beer Suggestions
Stella Artois | 7.00
Belgium 5.0% a.b.v

Lindemans Framboise | 10.00
made with Raspberries / Belgium 2.5% a.b.v 

Samuel Smith’s Organic Chocolate Stout UK | 8.00
5.0% a.b.v

40-12 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 

718-224-2200 
www.bourbonstreetny.com

Mardi Gras
At Bourbon Street

Join Us February 17 to Celebrate
Reservations Required

Fat Tuesday
Live Music & Cajun Fare @ 7pm

with the Savoy Quintet!

Laissez Les Bon Temps Roulez

Celebrate Valentine’s Day
At Bourbon Street

Reservations Required
Soup 

Spinach Zucchini 

Florentine Soup $5.95/$6.95

Appetizers & Salad 
Tuna Tartare $14.95

Served with Tomato, Avocado Salad with 

Jalapeño Fennel Vinaigrette 

Fried Stuffed Oysters* $14.95 

Stuffed with Crabmeat and 

Served with a Cajun Tartar sauce 

Watermelon & Feta Salad $14.95

Tossed in an Herb Vinaigrette

Pasta
Lobster Cannelloni $19.95

With Butternut Squash & Parmesan Cheese 

Served in a Cream Sauce

Entrees 
French Cut Thyme Rosemary Chicken $24.95

Pan Seared & Served with Potato Au Gratin, 

Broccoli Rabe in a Cabernet Truffl e Sauce 

Filet Mignon $32.95 

With Scallion Habanero Butter, Fire Roasted 

Onions, Watercress & Sautéed Spinach

Orange Horseradish Crusted Salmon* $25.95 

Served over a Thai Shrimp Salad 

Herb Crusted Rack of Lamb $32.95 

Served with a Red Wine Sauce 

Dessert 
Barbados Mousse 7.95

White Chocolate Mousse 

with a Hint of Lemon & Lime

*Denotes Hot & Spicy*
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2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Pasta
BAKED ZITI, LASAGNA, RAVIOLI, 

STUFFED SHELLS, OR MANICOTTI - $10.95
PENNE ALA VODKA OR SPAGHETTI 

AND MEATBALLS - $12.95
COMBO: BAKED ZITI, RAVIOLI, LASAGNA, 

AND CHICKEN PARMIGIANA - $17.95

Entrees
CHICKEN: PARMIGIANA, MARSALA, 

FRANCESE, ROLLATINI - $15.95
CHICKEN MELISSA: SAUTEED CHICKEN BREAST, 

SPINACH, ROASTED PEPPER, AND FRESH MOZZARELLA 
IN A SHERRY SAUCE - $16.95

VEAL: PARMIGIANA, MARSALA, OR PICATTA - $16.95
VEAL ANTHONY: BREADED VEAL CUTLET TOPPED 

WITH RICOTTA AND EGGPLANT, 
SERVED PARMIGIANA STYLE - $16.95

EGGPLANT: PARMIGIANA OR ROLLATINI - $13.95

Seafood
SHRIMP: SCAMPI, PARMIGIANA, BELLA, 

MARINARA, OR FRA DIAVOLO - $16.95
SHRIMP ELEGANTE: SHRIMP AND SPINACH IN A LEMON, 

BUTTER, AND WHITE WINE SAUCE 
SERVED OVER LINGUINI - $18.95

SHRIMP DE NIRO: SHRIMP SAUTÉED W/ MUSHROOMS 
AND FRESH MOZZARELLA IN 

MARSALA SAUCE OVER LINGUINI - $18.95
SEA BASS DI MARE: CHILEAN SEA BASS, SHRIMP, 

CLAMS, CALAMARI, & MUSSELS MARECHIARA - $21.95

Dessert
CHEESE CAKE - $6.25 | TARTUFO - $6.25 | TRUFFLES - $6.25 OR BICOTTI (2) - $5.50

Appetizers
GARDEN OR CAESAR SALAD - $7.95

FRESH MOZZARELLA AND TOMATO - $8.95
DOZEN BAKED CLAMS - $12.50

MUSSELS, WHITE OR RED - $11.95
STUFFED PORTOBELLA MUSHROOM - $8.95

ASSORTED ANTIPASTO - $9.95

JOIN US FOR

Valentine’s Day
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less 
people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

*Not to be combined 
with any other offer.

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

718-225-4700Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

Cozy Ambience... Family Friendly

VILLAGGIO
Authentic Italian Cuisine

...Where  you will always be treated like family!

Catering Available for  
your next Private event  

or Special Event
Our spacious dining area  
holds up to 65 guests.

  Our beautiful garden room  
holds up to 35 guests.

150-07 14th Road, Whitestone
718.747.1111  www.VillaggioHome.com 

Open 7 days: Sun.-Thurs. 12 noon-10pm, Fri. & Sat. 12 noon-11pm
VILLAGGIO

Enjoy Valentine’s Day  
with Our Delicious Food  

and Warm Hospitality
At VILLAGGIO we have perfected the art of 
Italian cuisine and we have developed a warm, 
intimate environment which offers the perfect 
balance of casual charm and epicurean elegance. 
We have created the place where candlelight dining  
with special someone has never been more attractive.

CCaC
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EVENTS

Nature Exploration Hike — The 
Urban Rangers lead a moderate hike 
— longer, faster paced and on rugged 
terrain — through Forest Park. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 7, at 11 am
Where: Forest Park Visitor Center, 
Woodhaven Boulevard and Forest 
Park Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Winter Birds of Prey — Join the 
Urban Rangers as they lead a 
group through Flushing Meadows 
to look for wild raptors like hawks, 
eagles and owls.
When: Sunday, Feb. 8, at 11 am
Where: The Unisphere, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Winter Birds — Rangers head to 
Ridgewood to check for winter 
birds near the reservoir. 

When: Saturday, Feb. 14, at 11 am
Where: Ridgewood Reservoir, 
Highland Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

MUSIC

Hugh Masekela and Vusi Mahlasela 
— The South African music icons come 
together to mark 20 years since the 
end of Apartheid with a concert of 
Freedom Songs. 
When: Wednesday, Feb. 18, at 7:30 pm
Where: LeFrak Hall, Kupferberg 
Center for the Arts, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $35 - $55, $20/Queens 
College students with ID at box 
offi ce only
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website:  kupferbergcenter.org

KIDS & FAMILY

Hands on History: 19th Century 

Valentines — Decorate a picture 
frame and create 19th-century 
inspired Valentines. Families and 
children of all ages are welcome.
When: Saturday, Feb. 14, from noon 
- 3 pm
Where: King Manor Museum in 
Rufus King Park, 150-03 Jamaica 
Ave, Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545, ext. 13
Website: www.kingmanor.org

Community Conversations for 
Kids: Democracy — Part of the New 
York Council for the Humanities’ 
Conversations with Kids program, 
this event focuses on democracy 
and will include reading Arthur 
Levine’s book “Pearl Moscowitz’s 
Last Stand” along with a discussion. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 14, from 1 
pm - 2 pm
Where: Kingsland Homestead, 143-
35 37th Ave., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 939-0647
Website: www.
queenshistoricalsociety.org

Family Badminton — Grab a racket 
and birdie and head out for an 
afternoon of badminton fun. Center 
membership is required for children. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 14, from 2:30 
pm - 4:45 pm
Where: Lost Battalion Hall 
Recreation Center, 93-29 Queens 
Blvd., Rego Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 263-1163

Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Noguchi Open Studio: Drop-
In Program for Families — On 
the fi rst Sunday of every 
month, families can explore the 
galleries and then spend time 
in the education room making 
art. Educators will be on hand 
to discuss gallery connections, 
introduce materials and assist 
in art making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each month, 
11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 33rd 
Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/includes 
museum admission and materials
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

DANCE

Emerging Choreographer Series 
No. 2 — Works by nine up-and-
coming choreographers and 
performances by Graham 2 and 
Valerie Green/Dance Entropy will be 
presented. 
When: Monday, Feb. 9, at 7:30 pm
Where: Little Theatre at LaGuardia 
Performing Arts Center, 31-10 
Thompson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $5
Contact: (718) 482-5151
Website: www.
laguardiaperformingarts.org

Tango Buenos Aires — Direct from 

Argentina, this company presents 
its latest program, “Song for Eva 
Perón,” which traces the life of the 
country’s former fi rst lady through 
the national dance. 
When: Thursday, Feb. 12, at 8 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Cost: $35 - $42
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/qpac

Ballet Hispanico — This company 
combines Latin dance with classical 
and contemporary techniques to 
create its own style. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 14, at 2 pm 
and 8pm, and Sunday, Feb. 15 at 
3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United 
Nations Ave. South, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $25 - $42
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

“Beauty of Ballet” — The School 
of American Ballet presents an 
introduction to the world of ballet 
with excerpts from classical pieces 
and demonstrations. 
When: Sunday, Feb. 22, at 1 pm and 
3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 United 
Nations Ave. South, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free, no reservations fi rst 
come, fi rst served
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar
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from The Bay Terrace!
Happy Valentine’s Day

Welcome to a place fi lled with life, yet removed from the bustle and congestion of the city. A place 

to see a movie with the family, buy your groceries for the week shop for clothes for the kids or 

that special something for yourself. Even mail a package and handle your banking. A place that’s 

right in the neighborhood, fi lled with merchants who still understand that service is more than 

just a word – it’s everything. A special place to meet with family and friends, to have some fun, 

share a moment, and experience the best that The Bay Terrace Shopping Center has to offer.
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Memories
are made at

718.224.8787
63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard
Marathon Parkway
Douglaston, New York 11363
Come join us March 1st from 2 pm-6 pm for our
amazing bridal showcase. Meet our one of a kind 
vendors, have a private tour of our mansion and
taste our wonderful cuisine.

FOLLOW US ON

• Outstanding production — 
When it comes to tripe and treacle in 
the theater, you probably don’t have 
to look further than a Christmas-
themed show aimed at the heart and 
your wallet. But when Titan Theatre 
Co. announced it would present “A 

Christmas Carol” at Queens The-
atre, we knew things would be differ-
ent. Titan and director Lenny Ban-
ovez have never failed to amaze and 
entertain at the highest level found in 
the borough. Banovez and co-adaptor 
Emily Trask manage to clean up a 
lot of the show’s clutter without los-
ing any of the powerful emotions that 
arise from Srooge’s redemption at the 
final curtain. Once again Banovez 
has assembled an eclectic group of 
actors — this time from elementary 
schoolchildren to Broadway veterans 
— who gloriously bring to life this sto-
ry. From the spot-on period costumes 
to the inclusion of some lesser-known 
Christmas carols, this show was near 
perfection. And the best part? As Ti-
tan settles into its role as the resident 
troupe at Queens Theatre, Banovez 
and company will deliver this yule-
tide present to audiences annually for 
years to come. 

Reach News Editor Kevin Zimmer-
man by e-mail at kzimmerman@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 260–4541.

Continued from Page 38 

Tristan Colton (top) earned the nod as 
Outstanding Actor in a Supporting Role 
for his performance as John Wilkes 
Booth in Titan Theatre Co.’s “This Prison 
Where I Live.” Alberto Bonilla was named 
Outstanding Director for his production of 
“Richard III” at The Secret Theatre. 

Photos courtesy Queens Players and Lloyd Mulvey

KUDOS

Laura Frye (r.), in a scene from “A Christmas Carol” with Kevin Loomis, earned a Queens 
Kudos as best actress. Photo courtesy Titan Theatre  Co. 

KEEP UP WITH QUEENS VIBRANT ART SCENE  
BY CHECKING OUT  THE TIMESLEDGER’S BLOG 

QUEENSONCUE.WORDPRESS.COM
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“The Sound of Music” —  The hills are alive 
with arguably the world’s favorite musical 
as Theatre by the Bay presents the Rodgers 
and Hammerstein classic. 
When: March 7 - March 22, Saturday at 8 
pm, Sunday at 3 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Garden Jewish Center, 
13-00 209th St., Bayside
Cost: $22/adults, $20/seniors and children 
under 12
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.theatrebythebayny.com

“The Threepenny Opera” —  Oh, the shark 
dear, has such teeth dear. Queens College’s 
Department of Drama, Theatre and Dance 
present Bertolt Brecht’s ground-breaking 
musical — a socialist critique of capitalism. 
When: March 19 - March 29, Thursday - 

Friday at 7 pm, Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday 
at 3 pm
Where: Goldstein Theatre, Kupferberg Center 
for the Performing Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $16, $10/ QC students with ID and 
seniors at box offi ce only
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.kupferbergcenter.org

AUDITIONS

“The Dining Room” — Douglaston 
Community Theatre is holding auditions for 
its spring production of A. R. Gurney Jr.’s 
comedy. 
When: Monday, Feb. 9 and Tuesday, Feb. 10, 
at 7:30 pm
Where: Zion Episcopal Church Hall, Church 
Street, Douglaston
Contact: Linda Hanson at (516) 374-7921 or 
linbhan36@yahoo.com

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361  (718) 229-5319
Monday–Friday 3:30pm–11pm  

Saturday 4pm–midnight  Sunday 1pm–10pm
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ELEGANT AND TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

www.JimmysBayside.com

PRIVATE 
PARTIES 

and 
CATERING 
available 

for all 
occasions

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Feb. 6-12, 2015

By Bill Deasy

Play on Words
Across
1. Cobra kin
6. Lap of luxury
10. FX's The 
Americans topic
13. Cousin of aloha
14. Reads quickly
16. That Geller feller
17. Hate + a Jet 
Blue employee
19. Outlaw
20. Main course
21. With distinction
23. Be in a huff
25. Cork locale
26. 19th hole
29. Got off the 
bottom?
32. Mil. org. on 
campus
34. Like good cheese
36. Refine, as a skill
37. Marble-cake 
pattern
39. Weapon for 
Colonel Mustard
40. Capital of Syria
41. Portico for Plato
42. Mustang not yet 
broken
44. Key feature?
46. Poetically black
47. Nutmeg coat
48. Remove, as paint
50. Word with tail 
or back
51. Links hazard
53. Barbershop 
offering
55. Couple
58. Pants

62. ___ Lanka
63. Before + an 
NBC show
65. Teflon item
66. "Gedoudahere!"
67. Unadulterated
68. "OK," to Popeye
69. Rope-fiber 
source
70. One with a check

Down
1. Like a neat bed
2. City of Yemen
3. Diamond 
accessory?
4. One side of a 
turn-ofthe- century 
war
5. Stocks and bonds
6. Clairvoyant claim
7. Related (to)

8. ICBM's place
9. Act the drama 
queen
10. Renting option 
+ a Beatles song
11. Implore
12. ___ and yang
15. Domestic 
flights?
18. Saw things?
22. Look without 
buying
24. They come to 
court
26. Pointed remark
27. Ancient Greek 
market
28. Essay + a 
glass of merlot
30. Starting point
31. Leave in the 
lurch

33. Emulate Crosby
35. Awakenings 
Oscar nominee
38. About 30% of 
the Earth
43. Holds tight
45. Low grade?
49. Traffic snarler
52. Veranda
54. Mediterranean 
island nation
55. Built-in airplane 
server
56. Hardly more than
57. Big cheese in 
Holland
59. Mayor's domain
60. "Trick" joint
61. Really dry
62. Baden-Baden 
is one
64. Arena blaster

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

UP IN SMOKE
S O D A G O D W E A V E S
A N O N O N E A D D I C E
A C U T A R T H U R A S H E
B E G A L E S E Y E O N

F L U I D P O E T
G A L O R E D A F F O D I L
I O U S A T A C O S I M A
M K T S W A L T Z S S N S
M A I G A M E S V A M O S
E Y E S O R E S A E R A T E

A D D S I C E I N
S A L V O O R T S T Y S
G R E A T L A K E S A L A I
T A N G A R E N A P E L T
S L O E S T Y E S U S E S

Student Jorge Luis 
Rodriguez, 21, lives in 
Washington Heights and 
came to the city from the 
Dominican Republic.

He and classmate 
Cruz had the opportu-
nity to photograph many 
people on their own. 

“This past (fall) se-
mester, as part of my Stu-
dio Lighting 1 class, I had 
the good fortune to work 
on the ‘Faces of Islam’ 
project. My classmates 
and I were really excited 
about the project. Most of 
us didn’t know what to 
expect,” he said. 

So, when the subjects 
arrived at their class-
room for the first day of 
shooting, the students 
were surprised to see 
such a diverse group. 

“We had Muslims 
from around the world: 
Iranian, Pakistani, Afri-
can Americans, whites, 
Salvadorian, and Mexi-
can,” he said.  “I was 
really not expecting a 
Dominican Muslim lady, 
but there she was; that 
was just amazing.”

He said seeing so 
many people from so 
many parts of the world 
that follow the same re-
ligion was a beautiful 
experience.

“Together, we photo-
graphed a lot of impor-
tant people, which was 
a bit nerve-racking at 
first, but after that first 
session, we had it locked 

down.” 
Rodriguez recalled 

that every location photo 
shoot from then on went 
smoothly. 

He said the project 
taught them a lot: “From 
coming up with creative 
ideas on the spot to un-
derstanding and appreci-
ating the Islamic religion 
more and more.”

Continued from Page 37 

Islam

LaGuardia Community College photography students Gianni 
Sanchez and Jorge Rodriguez took this photo of Councilman 
Daneek Miller in his office for the "Faces of Islam" exhibit.  

Photo by Gianni Sanchez and Jonge Rodriguez

Continued from Page 36 

Theater
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

THE DOUGLASTON MANOR PRESENTS 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT  
ITALIAN BUFFET DINNER

DINNER IS 5PM – 9:30PM | $24.95 PER PERSON
STARTING WED., JAN. 14, 2015 AND EVERY WED.

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd., Douglaston, NY 11363 
Call 718-224-8787 for reservations

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  347-502-7274 
www.winetimedouglaston.com  

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com
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MESPACHTES INDIAN 1638

We Treat You Like Family

(718) 335-1300
MASPETHFEDERAL.COM

WISH YOU COULD 
BREAK FREE OF
CHECKING FEES?

Maspeth Federal
Savings offers
Free Checking!

• FREE Visa Debit
Card

• Access to
over 50,000
Surcharge
Free ATMs

• FREE Online
Banking & 
Bill Pay

• No  Minimum
Balance or
Monthly
Service Fees

OPEN A CHECKING
ACCOUNT WITH

MASPETH FEDERAL
SAVINGS TODAY!
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France, China, Australia and 
Germany in that order.

“That’s why everyone 

wants to put a hotel in Queens, 
because you have the two air-
ports and the close proximity 
to Manhattan,” MacKay said. 
“Plus it’s a wide variety as 
well from a no -frills places 
to spend the night to boutique 
hotels to international chains 

to extreme luxury hotels with 
swimming pools and top-rated 
restaurants. 

MacKay added that there 
is no end to the hotel boom in 
sight “unless there’s another 
terrorist attack or the crime 
rate goes up.”

est client.  Employees use 
Rainbow Limo for their 
transportation needs and 
take no responsibility con-
cerning wage and labor viola-
tions, they argued. 

In a complaint filed in 
Manhattan federal court 
March 2, 2012, against Rain-
bow Limo and SUK Incor-
porated, former Flushing 
resident June-il Kim, 71, who 
worked for Rainbow Limo 
from 2000 to 2010, was seeking 
unpaid overtime compensa-
tion, unpaid spread of hours 
compensation, compensation 
for all unauthorized deduc-
tions and full compensation 
plus interest for all payments 
he made for an illegal fran-
chise. 

Rainbow Limo could not 
be reached for comment af-
ter several phone calls were 
placed to the company and its 
legal counsel. SUK Incorpo-
rated would not comment in 

time for the story. . =“It really 
is about one employee, one 
worker standing up to this 
company that’s doing illegal 
things and getting away with 
it and finally him saying, ‘I 
can’t take this,’” said Hyo-
Sung Bidol-Lee, Kim’s law-
yer. “He’s not just doing this 
for himself either. He really 
does believe the way drivers 
are treated in this industry is 
wrong.”

Another group of driv-
ers — Kevin Lee, Richard 
Lim, Clifford Kim, Jong Sun 
Chung and Hwa Ten Shih — 
also filed a complaint in Man-
hattan federal court back on 
July 1, 2013.

The drivers were seeking 
compensation for wages they 
legally earned, including 
minimum wages and thou-
sands of hours of overtime 
pay and reimbursements for 
employment-related expens-
es.

The two cases were even-
tually consolidated given 
that they had similar issues.

-

He said the idea was to es-
tablish emergency homeless 
shelters in some of the hotels 
along Northern Boulevard 
and the Cross Island Park-
way. 

“If you call and say use my 
hotel, they guarantee money 
for a night. It’s a win-win sit-
uation,” the legislator said.

Bayside, he added, has be-
come the top zip code for se-
nior citizens to call home. 

As the chairman of the 
subcommittee on Senior Cen-
ters, he said the City Council 
created a senior task force to 
recommended changes to the 
laws and policies in relation 
with the Adult Protective 
Services.

He also said Bayside was 
tapped as an “age friendly 
district,” which will bring 
more funding to build more 
park benches, more speed 
bumps, more transportation 
alternatives and more senior 
services.

He said the voting is com-
ing up to chose the projects to 
be funded through the Partic-
ipatory Budget. The lawmak-
er noted that he is narrowing 
down the ideas to 10, and peo-
ple are going to be able to vote 
from April 11 to April 19. “We 
are picking spots throughout 
the district so people can get 
to and vote,” Vallone said.

“It’s the first time we are 

doing it, but we will do it ev-
ery year form now on,” he 
said, referring to the $ 1 mil-
lion program in which con-
stituents vote on their own 
ideas to fund capital projects. 
“It’s a million less for us to al-
locate, but it will work out.”      

Vallone pointed out the 
bill he introduced in the city’s 
legislature aimed at curb-
ing the illegal truck traffic, 
especially on Bell Boulevard 
and 32nd Avenue. As part of 
the legislation, the idea is to 
install “No thru truck com-
mercial” signs, but the De-
partment of Transportation 
said, “We don’t want negative 
signage,” Vallone said. 

He noted 32nd Avenue, 
that stretches Bell Boulevard 
to College Point Boulevard, 
ranks in the top 10 “abused 
spots” in the city in relation 
to illegal truck traffic.  

During his first year in 
office, he said he visited all 
schools in the district several 
times, and funded each aca-
demic center with $50,000.

“This district should be 
proud of the strength of the 
schools,” he said. “Kids are 
amazing.”

He added that the tennis 
courts at Bayside High School 
will be renovated, thanks to a 
program led by the USOpen.

“The tennis courts along 
32nd Avenue are completely 
broken,” he said. “It will be 
a great resource for the sum-
mer.”

It took more than one hour 
to pull back the trains struck 
between stops into stations 
in order for straphangers to 
leave the subway cars and try 
to commute to work using al-
ternative routes.

 “Because of the precipita-
tions and the cold weather we 
had a flash freeze,” the MTA 
said. “This was a very unusual 
thing.”

Limited service was re-
stored late afternoon Monday 
between the Main Street and 
74th Street stations. The full 
route was operating by Tues-
day at 1:59 a.m. Express ser-
vice was suspended all day 

Tuesday.
The spokeswoman for the 

MTA pointed out that express 
service on the 7 line was back 
on track Wednesday at 4:30 
a.m. right in time for the morn-
ing rush hour. 

Last week, when storm 
Juno was supposed to drop 
between two to three feet of 
snow, Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
shut down subway and bus ser-
vice for about 10 hours. After 
Juno hit the city and the snow-
fall was much less than ex-
pected, the governor ordered 
service restored in the subway 
by about 9 a.m. the following 
morning.

Riders had to deal with 
problems on other subway 
lines this week . 

The MTA suspended ser-
vice Tuesday for several hours 

on the N and Q lines between 
57th Street in Manhattan and 
Queensborough Plaza “due 
to a smoke condition” at the 
Lexington Avenue station, the 
spokeswoman said. And the R 
train, she added, was running 
on the F line from 57th Street 
in Manhattan to the 36th 
Street station in Queens.

Service on the LIRR expe-
rienced serious delays all day 
Monday because of icing on 
the tracks, with some trains 
being canceled.  The perfor-
mance improved Tuesday as 
the day wore on.

Some bus riders also com-
plained about long delays 
on some lines Monday and 
Tuesday as they tried to get to 
work.

erty at Vartholomeou’s 41st 
Avenue residence, which had 
been the scene of a fire, officers 
found three younger children 
living in squalor and hiding 
in the refuse.  The youngsters 
were identified as Vartholo-
meou’s two granddaughters, 
ages 2 and 3, and her 8-year-old 
son,.

Officers described objects 
piled several feet high and 
covered in garbage, while  ex-
tension cords were running 
to lights dangerously close to 

items that could have caught 
fire, according to court re-
cords. Furthermore, the house 
was missing some exterior 
walls and part of the roof, had 
no electrical service other 
than extension cords running 
into the house from a neigh-
boring house, and no running 
water. And to add to the filth, 
police observed buckets of hu-
man waste scattered through-
out the house, as well as ro-
dents and insects, the court 
papers said.

“This conviction under-
scores this office’s commit-
ment to the prosecution of 
those who fail to act responsi-
bly in caring for helpless, in-

nocent children,” Brown said.
The three children are 

presently in the custody of 
family members. 

Dimitrios Vlahakis, 24, 
pleaded guilty to criminal pos-
session of stolen property in 
2014 and was sentenced to 90 
days in jail. Katherine Vartho-
lomeou, who faces up to one 
year in jail, has her sentencing 
scheduled for March 19th.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.
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Vallone

but it is still a “lovely neigh-
borhood” and a “really good 

place to live and bring up chil-
dren,” Davidson said. 

“I occasionally still run 
into an elderly parent that is 
the parent of somebody I grew 
up with, which really fills my 

heart,” she said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 2 

Meadows

The proposed legislation 
“addresses the cowardly and 
dangerous act of sabotaging 
police vehicles and the per-
sonal automobiles of police 
officers, which has become 

a serious problem given the 
anti-police climate of late,” 
said Patrick Lunch, president 
of the PBA. “These actions 
can result in serious injury or 
even the death of a police offi-
cer and the penalty should be 
tough.”

Lynch said the PBA will 
support the bill throughout 

the legislative process until it 
becomes law.

Avella said that this is only 
the first of a series of bill he 
will introduce in the state Sen-
ate in this legislative session. 

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 5 

Vandals
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

A poor shooting night 
against the league’s best 
shooting team isn’t a recipe 
for success.

That is exactly what hap-
pened to Christ the King in a 
64-50 home loss to Iona Prep 
in a battle between arguably 
the two best teams in CHSAA 
Class AA boys’ basketball 
Saturday night. The Royals 
shot just 2 of 26 from behind 
the 3-point line as the Gaels 
packed in their zone to keep 
CK out of the paint. Iona has 
won 10 straight games and 
snapped Christ the King’s 
string of four consecutive 
wins. 

“There is this thing. It’s 
round and the object is to 
put it in the other round 
thing and we didn’t do that 
tonight,” Royals coach Joe 
Arbitello said. 

Iona Prep focused its de-
fensive attention on CK star 
Rawle Alkins (21 points) and 
sophomore point guards Jose 
Alvarado. Virginia-bound 
guard Ty Jerome and back-
court mate Tom Capuano dis-

rupted the Royals’ offense. 
CK didn’t move the ball 

well enough to beat the traps’ 
Alkins and Alvarado’s team-
mates never got going to ease 
the pressure. Arbitello, who 
believes CK and Iona will 
meet again for the city title, 
said his team needs to do a 
better job running its offense 
moving forward. 

“We all played hard, but 
nobody got into rhythm,” 
said Royals guard Jared Riv-
ers, who had eight points. 
“Nobody could put the ball in 
the basket.” 

CK, which beat Holy Cross 
53-48 Friday, only trailed Iona 
28-21 at the half despite its 
struggles. Jerome caught fire 
after the break and scored 17 
of his game-high 24 points. 
Consecutive threes from 
Alex Belbusti and Jerome put 
the Gaels up 37-24 with 4:33 to 
go in the third quarter. Ryan 
had 11 of his 12 points in the 
first half and Capuano added 
15 for Iona. Yashawn Bright 
added eight points for CK. 

The Gaels (16-3, 11-2) felt 
beating the two-time defend-

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Experiencing basketball 
from a different perspective 
has revived Shenneika Smith’s 
passion for the game and pos-
sibly given her a different fu-
ture in it. 

The former St. John’s Uni-
versity women’s basketball 
standout and Canarsie native 
saw her professional playing 
career take her from being 
drafted by the New York Lib-
erty, to stints playing overseas 
in Spain and Portugal. She 
returned home for a tryout 
with the Connecticut Sun be-
fore deciding to give playing a 
rest outside of competing with 
the Jamaican national team. 
Smith was also a bit homesick 
after leaving the New York 
area for the first time.

“At first it was rough, but 
I adjusted,” Smith said. “Bas-
ketball just wasn’t the same 
for me. I lost a little bit of my 
love for it. It wasn’t my joy any-
more.”

She had wanted to try 
coaching at some point and 
was offered the chance when 
she ran into South Shore head 
coach Anwar Gladden at the 
St. John’s tip-off event in Oc-
tober. He jokingly told her to 
come down and help. Once she 
did, it quickly became serious. 

“When I got here and it 
worked out, I was like this is 
something I can do,” Smith 
said,

The job of assistant coach 
has fit her well and she has 
meshed well with the team. 
Smith has known Gladden 
since her high school days at 
the now closed St. Michael 
Academy and the Exodus trav-

el program. Smith’s time on 
the bench has made her think 
of the lessons she learned 
from coaches Apache Paschall 
to Kim Barnes Arico and Joe 
Tartamella. 

“I now understand why 
Apache use to yell at me in 
high school.” she said “You see 
things differently.” 

Smith is just the second 
female coach Gladden has had 
in his 13th season at the helm. 
She made just too much sense. 

Smith was one of the best 
players ever at St. John’s. She 
averaged 13.5 points per game 
in her career. She helped lead 
St. John’s to four straight 
NCAA tournaments and its 
first ever Sweet Sixteen. Smith 
hit the most memorable shot in 

program history as a junior, a 
3-pointer to end the University 
of Connecticut’s 99-game home 
winning streak.

“There is not a young lady 
on the team that can’t say they 
don’t want to do what she has 
accomplished with her career,” 
Gladden said. “The young la-
dies are getting advice from 
someone who has been where 
they want to be.”

Smith has brought plenty 
to the table. She has rolled out 
some plays and drills from her 
St. John’s day and provided 
Gladden with a better perspec-
tive of what it’s like to be a fe-
male basketball player. 

“She’s brought this team 
together more,” McDonald’s 

New Role: Former St. John's University star and Canarsie native 
Shenneika Smith has brought a fresh perspective South Shore as an as-
sistant coach.  Photo by Joseph Staszewski 

CK coach Joe Arbitello and his team try to figure out Iona opponents.
Photo by Steven Schnibbe

SJU’s Smith is back
Women’s basketball standout coaches South Shore

Best league shooters
defeat Royals, 64-50 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Continued on Page 48Continued on Page 48
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All-American forward Brianna 
Fraser said. “She’s taught us how to 
communicate with one another, how 
to trust one another.”

Her affable and confident person-
ality has brought a new calm to the 
usually flamboyant Gladden. It has 
translated to the players as well. The 
Vikings are 16-4 and in the running 
for the top seed in the upcoming Pub-
lic School Athletic League playoffs.

“She’s calmed Anwar down a 
lot,” senior guard Amanda Cruz said. 
“If we make a mistake, we are not 

nervous anymore. We have it under 
control now.”

Smith hasn’t completely given up 
on her professional playing career, 
saying she is open to giving going 
oversea another try after a year off. 
For now she is enjoying being coach 
Smith and doing clinics and other 
hoops jobs. The experience itself has 
been rewarding enough so far. Bring-
ing home a city title in the process 
would make it that much sweeter. 

“That’s the icing on the cake be-
ing able to be with a team that can win 
a city title,” Smith said. “I never won a 
city title. It could be kind of be cool to 
become a coach and win a title.”

Ryniek Holloway drives hard into the paint and draws the foul for 
Bayside.  Photo by Gina Palermo

Hot-shooting Bayside 
loses game by a point

BY STEPHEN ZITOLON

A close game again got 
away from Bayside.

For the fifth time this sea-
son the Commodores boys’ 
basketball team lost a game 
by five points or less, this 
time falling to Washington 
Heights Expeditionary Learn-
ing School 73-72 at the Cardozo 
Classic Saturday. 

“I’m always proud of what 
these guys do,” Bayside Coach 
Steve Scharf said. “They al-
ways fight back. We pride our-
selves on playing hard.” 

Bayside had a chance to 
send the game to overtime 
when sophomore forward Rob-
ert Chiddick was sent to the 
line for two free throws with 
three seconds left and his team 
down two points. Chiddick 
hit the first, but missed the 
second free throw and Wash-
ington Heights (13-6) secured 

the rebound for the win. The 
Commodores (11-10) were on 
the cusp of getting an impres-
sive victory over one of the top 
teams in Manhattan, but felt it 
needed to be better defensively 
to do so. 

“We had a good offensive 
game, but they had an even 
better one,” Bayside senior 
guard Daniel Hernandez said. 
“Our defense doesn’t usually 
allow 72 points in a game.” 

Washington Heights senior 
guard Emile Lewis scored a 
game-high 31 points, and soph-
omore forward Jessy Jimenez 
added 24 points. Bayside was 
led on the afternoon by a ca-
reer-high 16 points from Chid-
dick and 24 from Hernandez. 

“I felt like I played well,” 
Chiddick said. “But we can 
still get better as a team.” 

Bayside did have oppor-
tunities to win the game, but 
they couldn’t follow up their 

own scoring runs with con-
tinuous stops on the defensive 
side of things.  They went on 
a 23-12 run over the first and 
second quarter, but allowed 
Washington Heights to jump 
right back into it with a 14-6 
run going into halftime and a 
39-35 at the half. 

Bayside and WHEELS went 
back and forth for most of the 
second half, with the Commo-
dores holding a narrow lead 
for most of the third quarter. 
But the WHEELS duo of Jime-
nez and Lewis combined to 
score 17 fourth quarter points 
to put the game away. 

“I just told them that the 
two kids on their team were 
making tremendous shots,” 
Scharf said. “We played really 
well today and we have to get 
over the hump. The other team 
deserves the credit.  They 
made difficult shots.”

ing city and state Federation cham-
pions further validated them as title 
contenders.

“We were waiting for this game all 
season,” Jerome said. “We won nine 
in a row and all we heard was, well, 
wait until you play Christ the King. We 
don’t fear anyone.”

Christ the King (15-4, 10-2) didn’t 
just lie down. The Royals rallied in 
the fourth quarter. As Iona’s shooting 
cooled off and they were able to put the 
pace in transition to get back in the 
game, CK got within six twice, the sec-

ond coming on Tracy Clekley’s layup 
with 3:23 to play in the game,

It appeared Christ the King would 
have a chance to inch closer, but it failed 
to get a long defensive rebound on the 
next possession. Belbusti, who had nine 
points, made them pay by banking in the 
three-pointer from the right side to put 
Iona up 52-43 with 3:00 to go.

“He banked a three — lucky shot,” 
Alkins said. “He didn’t even all bank.”

The Christ the King star did, how-
ever, call for a Royal response from 
this loss. He expected his team right 
back in the gym hoisting up shots.

“It’s a night to forget,” Alkins said. 
“That comeback. Wait for that come-
back.”

Iona
Continued from Page 47

Basketball
Continued from Page 47
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Fidelis Care offers quality, affordable New York State-
sponsored health insurance for children and adults of all
ages and at all stages of life. 

From NY State of Health: The Official Health Plan Market-
place, to Child Health Plus, Medicaid Managed Care,
Medicare Advantage, Managed Long Term Care and
more, we have a program that meets your needs. 

And, with our growing provider network, you can see 
a Fidelis Care doctor almost anywhere you go in New 
York State!

We have a health insurance program that's right for you –
and the ones you love. 

(1-888-343-3547) • 

Quality health coverage. It’s Our Mission.

Products not available in all counties.
To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health
Plus and Medicaid through NY State of Health, the Official Health Plan 
Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

1-888-FIDELIS | fideliscare.org

“I want a health plan that covers me...and my family.”

To renew your coverage each year, call 1-866-435-9521

H3328_FC 14160 CMS Accepted

Save the Dates for Open Enrollment!
Product:

• Metal-Level Products 
in NY State of Health

• Child Health Plus
• Medicaid Managed Care

Enroll From:

November 15, 2014 - 
February 15, 2015

All Year Long!
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FREE TRIAL
W
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Astoria 
43-32 Ditmars Blvd
Astoria, NY 11105
718-726-MATH
Parking Available

Bayside 
43-17 Bell Blvd

Bayside, NY 11361
718-747-MATH

Forest Hills 
108-14 72nd Ave

Forest Hills, NY 11375
718-544-MATH
Offering First Steps  

Program for  
4-6 year olds!

www.mathnasium.com

Get ready. Get set.
Get ahead.
 Now enrolling.

Math 
Enrichment

Test
Prep

Homework
Help

Math
Help

At Mathnasium, we help kids in 1st-12th 
grade reach their potential in math by 
teaching in a way that makes sense to 
them. Kids leap way ahead – whether they 
started out far behind or already ahead in 
math. We make math make sense.


