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BY BILL PARRY

The city Department of 
Homeless Services removed 
a convicted child molester 
who was living in the shel-
ter for homeless families at 
the Westway Motel Wednes-
day, state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) said. 

James Bryant, 49, who 
was released from prison 
last year after spending 
10 years behind bars for 
a 2003 sexual assault of a 
7-year-old girl, according to 
the state Criminal Justice 
Division, was taken to an 
undisclosed location after 
an uproar from elected of-

ficials.
“We really put the 

squeeze on DHS,” Per-
alta said. “Costa Constan-
tinides, (Aravella Simotas 
and then Joe Crowley got 
involved. We jumped on 
it and in a day and a half 
he was voluntarily trans-

A CNG Publication • Vol. 4, No. 6 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

BY JUAN SOTO

City Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) completed his first 

year in office on a high note when 
he gathered hundreds of people at 
the Children’s Christmas Parade 
in Bayside.

“It was a perfect symbol for 
where I want to go next year,” 
said the lawmaker during an in-
terview at theTimesLedger News-

papers offices. The parade was 
about “all holidays in December,” 
he said. “It was cold, but you saw 
a thousand people marching on 
Bell Boulevard.”

He pointed out the holiday 
event “set the tone for things I 
want to do this year.”

Among those is a fireworks 
show for the 4th of July holiday 
weekend, he said. 

“This event would give Queens 
residents an opportunity to enjoy 
their own pyrotechnic exhibi-
tion,” Vallone said. “Looking west 
to Manhattan for fireworks cel-
ebrating America’s independence 
would  no longer be required.”

Vallone said the pyrotechnic 
display would be held at Fort Tot-
ten Park.

“We are getting the permits 
and we already included the show 
in the budget,” he said. “It’s going 
to be great,” he noted, adding that 
he will try to get local bands to 
play a concert at the park before 
the show comes on. 

Spectators would be able to en-
joy the fireworks show along Lit-
tle Bay Park in Fort Totten  and 
the shore.

He said the show would be held 

Take Your Child to Work Day comes early for Borough President Melinda Katz, who had to juggle 6-year-old Carter 
and a press conference at her office announcing the opening of four LGBT support centers in Queens. See story 
on Page 4. Photo by Michael Shain

JUST ANOTHER DAY AT THE OFFICE

BY BILL PARRY

Gov. Cuomo’s plan for an Air-
Train connecting LaGuardia 
airport with the No. 7 subway 
line doesn’t go far enough in. City 
Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras’ 
book.

The East Elmhurst Democrat 
said the Long Island Rail Road 
should operate an expanded 
schedule to the Willets Point train 
station and create a new trans-
portation network that would 
alleviate traffic in an area that 
includes, East Elmhurst, Corona 
and Flushing.

“I spent many months last year 
negotiating the future of Willets 
Point, and I continue to be deeply 
dedicated to its development,” she 
wrote in a letter to the governor. 
The area will be home to a future 
$3 billion development with com-
mercial, retail and residential 
space, all of which will need ex-
panded transportation services, 
according to Ferreras.

“The LIRR station at Willets 
Point, a seasonal-use station, and 
the connection to LaGuardia Air-
port should be accessible 24 hours 

BY BILL PARRY

Knowing she lacked the support of her own 
colleagues, state Assemblywoman Catherine No-
lan (D-Ridgewood) stepped aside Monday in the 
race to replace disgraced former Speaker Sheldon 
Silver. 

The move cleared the Democratic field, en-

Nolan cedes race for speaker 
after boro Dems snub bid

Residents of East Elmhurst and Astoria 
are outraged that a convicted child mo-
lester was living in the shelter for home-
less families at the Westway Motel. 

Ferreras seeks 
big transit hub 
for Willets Pt

Totten may host July 4 fi reworks 
Vallone also unveils plans for USTA to renovate tennis courts at Bayside HS

Continued on Page 14Continued on Page 13

Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 13

Sex offender leaves Westway 
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$CASH$$CASH$

BY MADINA TOURE

Less than a year after 
the National Congress of 
Black Women announced 
plans to start a borough-
wide chapter in Flushing, 
the nonprofit already has 
some programs in place and 
others in the works.

The chapter is focusing 
on personal finance and 
budgeting and engaging 
people more politically, said 
Pauline Murray, chairwom-
an of the Flushing chapter 
and NCBW’s New York State 
coordinator.

The chapter expects to 
launch a program on bank-
ing, personal finance and 
budgeting around March 
in conjunction with Carver 
Federal Savings Bank.

Murray said many black 
people, including those who 
go on to become rappers or 
entertainers — and indi-
viduals in general — do not 
know how to manage their 
money.

“Some of them will die 
as paupers because in our 
schools, we have not empha-
sized personal finance,” she 
said. “We have emphasized 
mathematics … many of 
them do not even know how 
to write a check. Many do 
not know the difference be-
tween net income and gross 
income.”

The Flushing chapter 
currently has 12 members 
and is seeking to get a few 
more members. The group 

meets at the Flushing Li-
brary every fourth Sunday.

In April, the nonparti-
san nonprofit announced 
plans to start a boroughwide 
chapter in Flushing. The 
group is working on getting 
the Bronx and Brooklyn 
chapters established. The 
nonprofit has more than 
100 chapters throughout the 
country.

Since November, the 
chapter has been running 
a food cooperative program 
with Long Life Unity Food 
Buyers Collective in Brook-
lyn.

“It helps defray unneces-
sary costs for them for de-
livery to Queens,” Murray 
said.

A full order, which con-
sists of 20 different fruits 
and vegetables, costs $35. A 
half order, which consists 
of more than 10 different 
fruits and vegetables, costs 
$18. The order consists of 
fresh food. Members can 
also choose from a variety 
of fish options, including a 
10-pound box of tilapia for 
$33, a 10-pound box of whit-
ey for $35 and a 22-pound 
box of whole red snappers 
for $92.

About 20 people cur-
rently participate in the 
program. Anyone can take 
part. The program’s cycle is 
every two weeks.

Starting in March, mem-
bers will be required to 
pay an annual membership 
fee of $25. The fee would be 
waived if members partici-
pated in the budgeting and 
personal finance program.

Murray said she hopes 
to establish a relationship 
with black farmers’ mar-
kets and that she would 
like to expand the program 
to include nonperishables 
such as flour, corn meal and 
maple syrup.

The chapter also started 
working on a proposal for 
a recycling business in Au-
gust that would employ for-
merly incarcerated individ-
uals. The business would 
also include job readiness.

The chapter would have 
the individuals go through 
assessment phases, which 
would include general as-
sessment, data collection, 
questions about their skill 
sets, their health condition 
and their housing status. 
They would also help them 
get accustomed to resume 
writing.

The nonprofit will target 
15 to 30 people for the first 
year and then explore the 
possibility of growth in the 
future.

The chapter is also sup-
porting Macedonia A.M.E. 
Church’s Healing Hearts 
Ministry, a  Flushing sup-
port group for incarcerated 
individuals or family mem-
bers of those who have been 

The Flushing chapter of the National Congress of Black Women announced new programs.  
Photo courtesy Dr. E. Faye Williams

Black women prevail
Nonprofi t’s Flushing chapter tackles personal fi nance

BLACK HISTORY
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

On a cold, late night in South 
Ozone Park, Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica) helped fold 
and stack chairs after a town-hall 
meeting in a local church about is-
sues within his constituency. The 
Queens church was a long way 
from the Manhattan Supreme 
Court, where Wills was arrest-
ed and arraigned that Tuesday 
morning, after being re-indicted 
by a grand jury on five counts of 
allegedly filing false documents 
in annual disclosure reports for 
public records between 2011 and 
2013, according to the state attor-
ney general. 

In a large room, full of heavy 
coats and red cheeks seeking shel-
ter from the cold, whispers and 
murmured comments by different 
attendees were heard in the back 
room of the meeting, “Wasn’t he 
arrested in the morning?” “Did 
you know he got arrested? “And 
that is supposed to be our elected 
representative!”

Wills serves Queens District 
28, which covers Richmond Hill, 
South Ozone Park, Rochdale, and 

parts of Jamaica in the southeast 
part of Queens. 

“I am innocent and I can’t 

wait to have my day in court with 
a jury of my peers,” said Wills, 
when asked by a reporter about 
his morning arrest while seated 
at table surrounded by a few of 
community members..

According to court documents, 
the indictment charged Wills with 
five counts related to the filing of 
a 2011 annual disclosure report, 
an amended 2011 annual disclo-
sure report, a 2012 annual disclo-
sure report, an amended 2012 an-
nual disclosure report, and a 2013 
annual disclosure report. In each 
of the filings, prosecutors con-
tend he failed to disclose certain 
financial dealings. 

If convicted, Wills faces up to  
1 1/3 to four years in prison.

“The City Council takes these 
allegations from the attorney 
general and comptroller very se-
riously and we will be reviewing 
them,” said City Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito (D-Man-
hattan) in a statement.

This was Wills’ second indict-
ment in two years.

In 2014 he was arrested on cor-
ruption charges, which included 
conspiring to steal campaign 

funds and going on a luxury 
brand shopping spree with tax-
payer money. He was also accused 
of taking $33,000 from member 
funds for a bogus charity. Those 
charges are pending.

After Wills’ 2014 arrest, the 
City Council took his committee 
chairmanship away and he can 
no longer allocate member items 
in the budget. The Queens Delega-
tion chairman, Councilman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gardens) and 
the speaker help to make sure dis-
trict groups get funding.

The city’s annual disclosure 
law requires that some  8,500 
city employees, elected officials, 
and candidates for office file an-
nual reports on their financial 
affairs and outside positions and 
interests, as well as those of their 
spouses or domestic partner and 
dependent children.

The purpose of the annual dis-
closure law is to provide account-
ability by public servants to help 
ensure that there are no prohib-
ited conflicts of interest between 
city employees’ official respon-
sibilities and private interests, 
according to the city Conflicts of 

Interest Board.
“Submitting false documents 

to the New York City Conflicts 
of Interest Board is a serious 
crime,” Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman said. “My office’s 
partnership with the comptrol-
ler is designed to combat corrup-
tion in the public sector, and we 
will continue to work tirelessly to 
ensure that the public trust is not 
undercut by public servants who 
are not truthful in their disclo-
sures.”

Wills was indicted by a Man-
hattan grand jury after an inves-
tigation revealed his failure to 
truthfully disclose information 
as required by law. 

“These alleged actions reveal 
a disdain for honest disclosure,” 
state Comptroller Thomas Di-
Napoli said. “My partnership 
with the attorney general in Op-
eration Public Integrity will con-
tinue to expose corruption and 
hold wrongdoers accountable.”

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali Kully 
by e-mail at skully@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4546.

Mayor plans for more affordable units
BY MADINA TOURE

Queens lawmakers 
praised Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio’s plans to push for more 
affordable housing in his 
second State of the City 
Speech Tuesday morning 
but spoke in more caution-
ary terms about his propos-
als for a citywide ferry ser-
vice and affordable housing 
in Sunnyside Yards. 

Speaking before New 
York City lawmakers, com-
munity and business lead-
ers and residents at Baruch 
College, de Blasio said his 
administration’s approach 
would mandate affordable 
housing as a condition of 
development in areas re-
zoned for residential use.

It would also guarantee 
that those living in afford-
able housing remain there 
and create more affordable 
housing by adding density 
to appropriate parts of the 
city.

In 2014, 56 percent of 

rental households in New 
York are spending more 
than 40 percent of their in-
come on shelter, de Blasio 
said.

“This administration is 
taking a fundamentally dif-
ferent approach,” de Blasio 
said, “one that not only rec-

ognizes the need for more 
affordable housing but de-
mands it.”

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) said she ap-
preciated the mayor’s focus 
on homeless veterans.

“I am also pleased that 
the mayor has made hous-

ing homeless veterans a 
priority, an issue for which 
I’ve strongly advocated,” 
Meng said. “Nobody who 
put their lives on the line to 
defend our country should 
be living on the streets.”

The city’s affordable 
housing plan, which seeks 

to build and preserve 
200,000 affordable homes 
within the next decade, in-
cludes a mandatory hous-
ing inclusion policy and 
plans to build affordable 
housing at Sunnyside Yards 
in Queens.

The city plans to unite 
local stakeholders, the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority, Amtrak and 
private owners to conduct a 
feasibility study this month 
that would look into the 
costs and infrastructure 
needs necessary to rede-
velop the rail yards.

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) said any 
discussion concerning 
Sunnyside Yards should 
include the community and 
focus on providing addi-
tional infrastructure need-
ed in the area.

“Any future develop-
ment must bring with it 
more and better schools, 
new parks and open spaces, 
and vastly improved mass 

transit, particularly on the 
7 line,” Gianaris said.

Melissa DeRosa, direc-
tor of communications for 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo, for 
her part, said Sunnyside 
Yards is only to be used for 
transportation purposes.

“The MTA uses Sunny-
side Yards as an important 
facility for our transporta-
tion system, and it is not 
available for any other use 
in the near term,” DeRosa 
said. “The state and the 
MTA are studying several 
potential future uses of the 
site from a long term plan-
ning perspective.” 

De Blasio also an-
nounced a $55 million capi-
tal commitment and city-
operated support to fund 
a citywide ferry service 
in 2017 that would bring 
together East River routes 
with new landings and ser-
vices to Astoria, the Rock-
aways, South Brooklyn, 
Soundview and the Lower 
East Side.

Mayor Bill de Blasio announced plans to build affordable housing on Sunnyside Yards. Google

Ruben Wills faces new charges of falsifying public records: AG

Councilman Ruben Wills is being 
charged -- again -- with allegedly falsi-
fying income disclosure statements. 
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Elected officials gathered at 
Queens Borough Hall Tuesday to 
announce the opening of centers 
throughout the borough of Queens 
to serve LGBT families. 

Councilmen Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside), Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside), Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria) and Council-
woman Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst) showed their support 
for The Queens LGBT Commu-
nity Center’s plans to establish 
the community centers in their 
districts. 

 The LGBT Network said it has 
been has been providing services 
for over 22 years for LGBT com-
munities on Long Island and op-
erates four LGBT Centers. Since 
July 2014, the LGBT Network has 
grown strong roots in Queens and 
is providing programs and servic-
es to hundreds.

 The LGBT Network’s Q Cen-
ter has been working with middle 
schools to establish gay-straight 
alliance clubs and provide edu-
cation and training for students, 
parents, and faculty in both mid-

dle and senior high schools. 
The Q Center’s first location 

will be The Samuel Field YMCA 
at 58-20 Little Neck Parkway in 
Little Neck. The goal is to open 
LGBT Centers in Astoria/ Long 

Island City, Bayside/ Whitestone 
and The Rockaways within the 
next three years. 

LGBT Network CEO David 
Kilmnick, talked about why cen-
ters like these are necessary.

 “LGBT seniors who grew up 
in a society where discrimination 
was legal feel like they must go 
back into the closet in senior and 
assistant living facilities. Gay and 
bisexual men, particularly young 
men of color, are the fastest grow-
ing group in HIV infections,” he 
said. “LGBT people of color face 
the challenges of dual identities 
and double stigmas in discrimina-
tion. LGBT- headed families  --- and 
there are more and more LGBT 
people raising families right now 
--- are facing new challenges for 
their children to have equitable 
treatment in their schools and in 
their local communities.”

Kilmnick contended that 
LGBT people of all ages are prime 
targets of hate and bias-motivated 
violence.

“All these factors combined 
contribute to a great sense of iso-
lation and not feeling part of the 
community and that’s why the 

LGBT network is opening its first 
center, the Q Center, in Queens 
and will be on a fast trajectory to 
open more centers throughout the 
borough,” Kilmnick said. “Many 

lives depend on it and we have to 
do it.” 

The support for these centers 
in Queens stems largely from the 
success of the Network’s centers 
in Long Island. 

Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz said “The LGBT 
Networks community centers 

in Nassau and Suffolk counties 
have done an outstanding job of 
providing safe spaces and life- 
changing services to LGBT indi-
viduals of all ages. It is therefore 
great that the LGBT Network will 
be opening similar centers here 
in Queens. Thanks to expansion, 
thousands of our borough’s LGBT 
residents will have access to vital 
resources that will help them live 
the healthy and happy lives they 
deserve.”

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) said 
“Too many LGBT individuals 
from youth to seniors cope with 
overwhelming feeling of isolation 
every day. It’s extremely impor-
tant to give LGBT individuals a 
place to congregate, socialize and 
feel open to express who they are. I 
am thrilled to see the expansion of 
LGBT centers all over the city and 
right here in my home borough of 
Queens with the opening of the Q 
Center.”

LGBT center proposed for Little Neck Y

DANIEL DROMM

 LGBT seniors who 
grew up in a society 
where discrimination 

was legal feel like 
they must go back 
into the closet in 

senior and assistant 
living facilities. 

FOR HYPER-LOCAL NEWS GO TO
WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.
LIVE UNITED

LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 
761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777

Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com
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BY JUAN SOTO

A Croatian historian 
was fatally shot in Astoria 
Park Saturday allegedly at 
the hands of a friend over 
a real-estate deal gone sour 
in Italy, authorities said.

William Klinger, 42, 
an expert on Yugoslavian 
dictator Josip Tito and 
resident of Italy, was found 
lying down by two parkgo-
ers with a bullet round in 
the head and another one in 
the neck, NYPD Chief of De-
tectives Robert Boyce said 
Monday.

Boyce said the police 
made an arrest in the case 
and identified the suspect 
as Astoria resident Alexan-
der Bonich, 50. Police said 
Bonich is an author and 
translator. 

The chief of detectives 
said authorities contacted 
the victim’s wife in Italy, 
who said her husband was 
in town for an academic 
conference. 

“The defendant is ac-
cused of taking the life of 
a friend who was seeking 
his help in starting a new 
life in this country,” said 
Queens District Attorney 

Richard Brown. “This case 
is another unfortunate ex-
ample of the senseless gun 
violence that seems to more 
and more permeate our so-
ciety.”

Brown and the police 
said the suspect, allegedly 
after shooting Klinger, got 
rid of the weapon and the 
clothing he was wearing at 
the time of the incident. 

Klinger, police said, was 
shot Saturday afternoon 
in Astoria Park near 19th 
Street. He was rushed to 
Elmhurst Hospital, where 
he was pronounced dead.   

Boyce pointed out 
Klinger, also a noted aca-
demic on the history of the 
Balkans, was killed with an 
antique gun. 

Authorities said the sus-
pect admitted to the killing 
and said he tossed the gun 
in the East River. 

The chief of detectives 
said police were waiting for 
a low tide to dredge parts of 
the river by the park in an 
effort to find the sophisti-
cated weapon.

He added that there is 
footage that shows the sus-
pect throwing away some of 
the victim’s belongings.  

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A second home for 
juvenile offenders cur-
rently under construction 
in South Ozone Park as 
part of the statewide Close 
to Home initiative has 
alarmed residents.

Dozens of South Ozone 
Park residents gathered 
Tuesday night at a town-
hall meeting held at the 
Saint Anthony of Padua 
Church with community 
advocate and attorney, 
Natraj Bhushan, to learn 
about legal options and ex-
press their concerns. 

The meeting was host-
ed by Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica) office 
and the South Ozone Park 
Civic Association West.   

“I definitely do not want 
this up. We are looking to 
buy a home here soon be-
cause we have family here. 
For myself I don’t mind it 
so much, but when you have 
kids, it’s a different scenar-
io,” said Ravina Sukhra, 
who often visits her family 
living in the area. 

The home occupies two 
to three lots on 133rd Av-
enue and 127th Street.

 Under the Cuomo ad-
ministration, the Close 
To Home Initiative began 
across the state in 2012. It 
is a juvenile justice reform 
program to help non-violent 
offenders transition into 
productive adults. It has 
two phases: the first is the 
placement of non-violent 

youth offenders in non-se-
cure homes and the second 
is the placement of youth 
with behavioral issues in 
limited secure residential 
homes. 

“We provide a higher-
level of security while still 
letting youth offenders be-
come a part of the commu-
nities around them within 
a therapeutic setting,” said 
Mohan Sivaloganathan, 
the chief development of-
ficer for Episcopal Social 
Services, the nonprofit 
which will be providing 
the on-site services for the 

new home. 
Episcopal Social Servic-

es has 40 facilities across 
the city.

“I am standing with my 
community and opposing 
this project,” Will said. 
“Our community is already 
inundated with these types 
of programs. We are just 
not going to be a dumping 
ground for anyone.”

Most residents thought 
the idea of a juvenile re-
form home was completely 
unwelcome and it would 
have a devastating effect 
on the future of their prop-

erties. 
“It’s a residential neigh-

borhood. On top of it, there 
could be more crime in 
the neighborhood. These 
homes are supposed to be 
our assets. People are con-
cerned about their prop-
erty and its value,” said Da-
vid Alfred, a South Ozone 
Park resident.  

Only a couple of blocks 
away from the new juve-
nile facility is a home for 
non-violent youth offend-
ers constructed in 2012, 
but many residents did not 
even know it existed. 

The Close to Home initiative has been approved for a residence for juvenile offenders in South 
Ozone Park, currently under construction, leaving the community up in arms over a second juve-
nile facility nearby.  Google Earth

Police bust suspect in 
Astoria Park murderJuvenile center fl ap

‘Too close to home’ for residents in South Ozone Park

A Croatian man, who was an expert on the history of the Balkans, 
was fatally shot in Astoria Park. Two days later, police arrested a 
friend of the victim and charged him with his murder. 
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The best kept secret 
on Long Island...

DESIGNER LABELS AT DISCOUNT PRICES 

Ballet 
Hispanico
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BY JUAN SOTO
 
One motorcycle helmet 

has a traditional Japanese 
mask painted on it offering 
protection.

Another one has a red-
dish devil face. And a third 
one imitates the helmet 
that appears in Stanley Ku-
brick’s “Full Metal Jacket” 
poster. 

These are just some of 
the custom-painted helmets 
up for auction on eBay as 
part of a fund-raising effort 
by Bayside’s Mean Street 
Tattoo parlor. 

The initiative’s goal is to 
raise funds for the Wound-
ed Warrior Project, an or-
ganization that provides 
programs, services and 
benefits for wounded war 
veterans following the 9/11 
attacks.

Tommy Murphy, co-own-
er of the store,  pointed out 
he was interested in coop-
erating with war veterans 
and always tried to think 
of ways to accomplish that 
objective. 

“Veterans need help and 
we can’t fight,” he said. “We 
are artists, we have fragile 
hands.”

So, instead of fighting, 
Murphy decided to help out 
the best way he knows, with 
art. 

Now, the 20 custom-
painted helmets are up for 
grabs in a bidding process 
that ends Feb. 11 at 1 a.m.

“We are just trying to do 
something good,” Murphy 
said. He designed two of 
the helmets available in the 
auction.

One of them is covered 
in an American flag with 
a Purple Heart, the oldest 
military award given to 
soldiers wounded “by an in-
strument of war.”

Murphy noted he spent 
about 10 hours painting the 
Purple Heart helmet.   

“The designs are out-
standing,” said Amado Ar-
acena, a Flushing resident 
and member of the U.S. 
Army Reserve who dropped 
by the gallery. “This is a 
great opportunity.”

Murphy and his business 
partner, Johann Florendo, 
bought the blank 20 helmets 
for $20 a piece. And that’s 
the starting bidding price 
on eBay.

Most of the artists who 
donated their time and tal-
ent to paint the helmets are 
from New York City, but 
there was also art that came 
from Canada and London.

The helmets were on 
display int the parlor’s win-
dow, and many neighbors 
stopped by to take a look at 
them.

“It was a big stopper,” 
Murphy said.

“We will try to get as 
much money as possible, 
and all of it will go to the 
Wounded Warriors,” Mur-
phy pointed out.    

The artistic, custom-
painted helmets may be also 
a turning point for the art 
scene in Bayside.  

Murphy and Florendo 
hope the Wounded Warriors 
Project benefit “will bring 
artists together in hopes of 
organizing three or four art 
show a year in Bayside.”

Florendo said that “Bay-
side need more arts and 
entertainment, and not 
just bars, restaurants and 
stores.”

He pointed out the neigh-
borhood has a lot of artistic 
talent, and maybe one day, 
Bayside “will become the 
next Williamsburg or Man-
hattan.” 

Florendo added that he 
hopes this art show and 
benefit will get more people 
involved.

“We will try to bring 
some of that flavor here, 
and maybe next time more 
people will volunteer their 
time to put up art shows,” 
Florendo said.  

 Aracena said he will be 
bidding on a few of the hel-
mets. 

“It’s a way to support the 
Wounded Warriors and get 
a nice helmet,” the Flushing 
resident said. 

Reach reporter Juan Soto 
by e-mail at jsoto@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Tommy Murphy (l. to r.), Johann Florendo and Christine Murphy, pose with the helmets they designed 
for the Wounded Warriors benefit. Photo by Michael Shane

Bell Blvd. tattoo parlor
aids Wounded Warriors
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

BY BILL PARRY

Hunters Point is fi-
nally getting its library. 
Construction of the long-
delayed $30 million proj-
ect on Long Island City’s 
waterfront will begin this 
spring.

“The dream of building 
Hunters Point’s very own 
full-service library branch 
is now a reality,” City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) said. 
“For nearly 15 years I have 
worked to make this day 
possible. Today we proudly 
announce shovels will hit 
the ground this spring. 
This beautiful neighbor-
hood is a city within a city. 
Once this library is built it 
will become a crown jewel 
in the system.”

Scheduled to open in 
2017, the 21,500-square-foot 
library will feature a roof-
top terrace with sweeping 
views of the Manhattan 

skyline, reading rooms 
for all ages, a gallery and 
performance space and a 
reading garden. Celebrity 
architect Steven Holl is at 
the helm of the project, one 
that had to be scaled back 
last year because it was 

over-budget.
“It’s a very emotional 

day for me,” Friends of 
Queens Library at Hunt-
ers Point President Mark 
Christie said. “It’s not the 
original design but it’s be-
ginning to grow on me. It’s 

going to be a good building 
no matter what the design. 
It will be a really good place 
to use your brain.”

Christie and other com-
munity leaders were exas-
perated at the delays for a 
project that was once slated 

for completion in 2009. 
“It got to the point where 

I felt we were hoodwinked,” 
Christie said. 

Former Community 
Board Chairman Joe Con-
ley, who began campaign-
ing for the library in the 
early ‘90s with community 
activist Terri Adams, re-
calls a more modest begin-
ning. 

“What we had asked for 
was a children’s library and 
community center,” Conley 
said. “The entire journey 
would make one hell of a 
book.”

While Christie blamed 
elected officials for hijack-
ing the project for political 
gain, Conley rejected that 
premise, putting the blame 
solidly on Steven Holl.

“The architect had 
these grandiose plans and 
he wouldn’t budge on the 
design because he was put-
ting his name on it,” Conley 
said. “It became a memorial 

to him instead of a library 
for the people.” 

He added that Van 
Bramer delivered over $3 
million in funding. 

“It was Jimmy who came 
up with the extra money to 
finally get us over the fin-
ish line,” Conley said.

Holl was traveling this 
week so Olaf Schmidt, the 
senior associate at Steven 
Holl Architects for Hunters 
Point Community Library, 
spoke for him.

 “While we were wait-
ing to bid the project, the 
cost of construction in New 
York greatly increased,” 
he said.  “We made sig-
nificant reductions to the 
design to offset the escala-
tion of construction cost 
in the city and are happy 
to report these reductions 
have positioned the project 
where it can be approved to 
go forward. Working with 
Queens Library, stakehold-
ers and the Department of 

The new Hunters Point Community Library will finally start construction this spring minus aluminum 
cladding on its facade. Courtesy Steven Holl Architects

Hunters Point library fi nally gets green light
Construction set to begin on the ‘crown jewel of the system’ this spring after many delays
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Kids will spend 11 minutes 
dressing Spike up 
like a princess.

How about two 
minutes to brush 

their teeth?

BY BILL PARRY

Bishop Mitchell Taylor, 
the co-founder and CEO of 
Urban Upbound, has been 
cleared of extortion charg-
es by the NYPD. 

He was investigated 
by the Major Case Squad, 
which looked into allega-
tions that he tried to strong-
arm the owner of a Long Is-
land City hotel into hiring 
unemployed Queensbridge 
Houses residents last Au-
gust. The investigation is 
officially closed, according 
to the NYPD.

“The lead detective came 
to me on Jan. 14 and told me 
that after a full investiga-
tion the allegations were 
unfounded,” Taylor said. 
“Unfounded as in nothing 
happened. In their minds 
it never happened. That is 
very different than unsub-
stantiated, that means it 
can’t be proved.”

 
Taylor admits he made 

a mistake by engaging in 
an argument with Howard 
Johnson-Mayflower Ho-
tel owner Xiao Zhuang Ge 
after a 40-minute meeting 
about some promised jobs 
went badly. 

“He stormed out of the 
meeting and when I was 
leaving, he began shouting 
at me in the lobby,” Taylor 
said. “I should have know 
better and just kept walk-
ing.”

What followed was an 
altercation that was caught 
on the hotel’s security cam-
era that showed Taylor and 
Xiao shouting at each other. 
While a dozen construction 
workers gathered around, 
a hotel worker intervened. 
Taylor shoved Qijun Zhu 
into a window and then the 
altercation spilled into a 
parking lot out front.

“It was scary, I was ac-
tually afraid for my life,” 
Taylor said. As I stumbled 
over construction debris, 
I picked up a piece of wood 
and started swinging in 
self-defense. When I re-
alized it was a pick ax I, 
dropped it immediately.”

Taylor blames himself 

for not practicing what he 
preaches as the senior pas-
tor at the Center of Hope In-
ternational in Long Island 
City. 

“I don’t feel proud of my 
actions because I believe in 
non-violence having grown 
up in that era. It was very 
embarrassing, but I learned 
some lessons. And it’s very 
important to remember 
I was there to get jobs for 
the people of Queensbridge 
that has the highest unem-
ployment rates in Queens 
at 17 percent.”

Taylor has spent the 
last 30 years connecting lo-
cal talent with businesses 
through Urban Upbound, 
a Queensbridge-based non-
profit whose mission is to 
expand economic opportu-
nities for residents of pub-
lic housing and other low-
income New Yorkers. 

Taylor went to the ho-
tel, located across from the 
Queensbridge Houses at 38-
61 12th St., for a face-to-face 
meeting with Ge who, Tay-
lor said, had made a verbal 
agreement to hire local 
workers for nearly 40 jobs 

at the new hotel.
Following the August 

incident, the hotel’s opera-
tions manager, George Fra-
goulis, said, “This guy just 
stepped on a land mine. 
He’s a 20th century version 
of Jimmy Hoffa. I know I’m 
right having been around 
law enforcement long 
enough. You don’t use thug-
gery around me.”

Fragoulis, a former aide 
to Mayor Rudy Giuliani, 
did not return phone calls 
seeking comment. 

“I can’t afford to file a 
libel or defamation suit,” 
Taylor said. “This whole 
episode cost my organiza-
tion thousands of dollars 
because the Mayor’s Office 
of City Contracts had to 
hold everything up while 
the investigation continued 
and funders have lost confi-
dence.”

Taylor, a member of 
the NYPD’s Civilian Com-
plaint Review Board, added 
that there’s another lesson. 
“Don’t believe the video, it 
doesn’t tell the whole sto-
ry,” he said.

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

NYPD drops its probe 
of  Taylor altercation

Bishop Mitchell Taylor is cleared of extortion allegations by the 
NYPD following an investigation by the Major Case Squad.



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, FEB. 8, 2015
11

No, that’s not a typo. No, that’s not a typo. 

Discover the rewards of Qside Visa Credit Cards at QsideFCU.org.

With some of the lowest rates around, 
Qside Visa Credit Cards help you save more 
money, reduce your debt more quickly, and 
even earn Rewards. What’s not to love?

Qside Visa Credit Card

� No annual fee

� No application fee

� No cash advance fee

� No balance transfer fee

Federally Insured by NCUA*APR = Annual Percentage Rate 
Not all borrowers will qualify. ScoreCard Rewards points available on Visa Classic Rewards (12.9% APR) and Visa Platinum Rewards (9.9% APR) cards.

Fresh Meadows welcomes home author
BY MADINA TOURE

When 60-year-old Debra Da-
vidson left Fresh Meadows in 1976 
to attend graduate school in Man-
hattan, she never thought she 
would return to her hometown. 

But after adopting her now 
16-year-old son when she was 44 
years old and marrying her sec-
ond husband in 2012, Davidson — 
who co-authored a photo history 
book on the area titled “Fresh 
Meadows” published in 2011 — 
realized she needed more space, 
which led her back to Fresh 
Meadows.

In August 2013, Davidson and 
her family moved into a two-bed-
room, two-bathroom apartment 
in a 20-story high-rise building, 
also known as the 6700 building. 

Moving back to Fresh Mead-
ows went in sync with the book 
she published, she said.

“I had really immersed (my-
self)in research about the com-
munity for a couple of years,” 
Davidson said. “I really looked 
at Fresh Meadows in perhaps a 
different vein than prior to that 
and it was certainly on my mind. 

It was kind of an interesting epi-
logue to the book that I wound 
up moving back here. That was 
never my intention.”

Noting that she feels some 
nostalgia for her youthful years 
spent in Fresh Meadows, the area 
continues to have high quality 
education, but the neighborhood’s 
character changed, she said. 

The area has more of an Asian 
population compared to before, 
when it was mostly Caucasian 

and Jewish.
“The composition of demo-

graphics has pretty much reflect-
ed the changes in Queens overall 
over these years,” Davidson said. 
“Queens is the most diverse coun-
ty in the country and Fresh Mead-
ows pretty much reflects that.”

She also said the retail estab-
lishments have almost completely 
changed: the Kohl’s store used to 
be a Bloomingdale’s and there is 
now a notable lack of supermar-

kets in the neighborhood. 
In 1962, Davidson, then 8, 

along with her mother, father 
and sister, moved to what is now 
known as Fresh Meadows since 
her father bought a kosher deli on 
Fresh Meadow Lane. They lived 
on 180th Street, right outside the 
Fresh Meadows Housing Develop-
ment, built by New York Life for 
returning World War II veterans. 

Davidson attended PS 173 in 
Fresh Meadows and the George J. 
Ryan Middle School. She received 
her bachelor’s degree in econom-
ics at Queens College in 1975 and 
earned her MBA in marketing at 
Columbia University’s Business 
School in 1978. 

Davidson and attorney Fred 
Cantor compiled a photo history 
book titled “Fresh Meadows,” 
published by Arcadia Publishing 
in 2011, which covers the start 
of the Fresh Meadows Housing 
Development in the 1940s to the 
1970s. 

Fresh Meadows was developed 
in 1946 after the New York Life 
Insurance Co. bought the Fresh 
Meadows Country Club to build 
housing. 

Cantor and Davidson first met 
unofficially vis-à-vis the “Fresh 
Meadows Rules” Facebook group. 
Cantor and his family left the 
area when he was a child. 

“We made a very good pair be-
cause he had the experience of be-
ing here from his infancy through 
right before adolescence,” she 
said. “I had the other experience 
of coming here as an 8-year-old 
and going through school here.”

Although she lived in Forest 
Hills for about two years and New 
Jersey for five years, she spent 
her whole adult life in Manhat-
tan, though she did go back and 
visit Fresh Meadows regularly. 

With Manhattan requiring 
a long commute to the office for 
her husband, who works in Farm-
ingdale, and their need for more 
space, Fresh Meadows ended up 
offering the best solution. Her 
son attends the Summit School in 
Fresh Meadows.

Fresh Meadows may have 
changed over the years, but it is 
still a “lovely neighborhood” and 
a “really good place to live and 
bring up children,” Davidson 
said. 

An architect's rendering of the main entrance to Bloomingdale's on 188th 
Street around 1950. Photo by Drix Duryea
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BY BILL PARRY

A longtime community 
activist from Sunnyside was 
honored for his life and lega-
cy in Congress last week.

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights) submitted 
a statement to the Congres-
sional Record remembering 
Luke Adams who died in 
November at the age of 76.

“I had the honor and 
pleasure of knowing Luke 
for three decades,” Crowley 
said. “He was synonymous 
with Sunnyside, Queens and 
his contributions to the com-
munity will never be forgot-
ten. Selfless and eager to 
help his neighbors any way 
he could, Luke made a real 
difference in people’s lives. 
Whether he was working to 
feed the hungry, strengthen 
our small business or ad-
vocate for the arts, Luke’s 
priority was always to make 
Sunnyside a better place for 
everyone.”

For more than 40 years, 
Adams immersed himself in 
community work as a mem-
ber and former president of 
the Sunnyside Chamber of 
Commerce, Sunnyside Art-
ists, the Sunnyside/Wood-
side Lions Club and the 
Sunnyside Kiwanis Club. 
In recognition of his long 
list of accomplishments, 
the Sunnyside Chamber 
of Commerce and Sunny-
side Artists’ annual ‘Luke 
Adams Sunnysider of the 
Year” award was named in 
his honor when he was the 
first recipient in 2011.

The City Council an-
nounced last month that 
46th Street between Queens 
Boulevard and Greenpoint 
Avenue will be co-named 
Luke Adams Way. It’s a fit-
ting location because as 
the leader of the Gateway 
Restoration Project in 1983, 
Adams was instrumental in 
the installation of the iconic 
art deco Sunnyside Arch 

that stands at Queens Bou-
levard and 46th Street.

Meanwhile, the Sunny-
side Chamber of Commerce, 
founded in 1947, is experi-
encing a renaissance this 
year after Adams and sever-
al associates formed a coali-
tion that ousted President 
Swain Weiner one year ago. 
The coalition had formed 
soon after Adams was “laid 
off” as the chamber’s long-
time director of marketing.

Rigoberto Cardoso won 
an election and took over as 
president in May and mem-
bership has been rising 
ever since. 

“It wasn’t just about 
what happened to Luke  --- 
there were several factors 
at play,” Cardoso said. “But 
I did want to take over, so 
I could bring him back as 
marketing director, and 
help restore his vision of 
what the chamber was sup-
posed to represent. That’s 
the No. 1 thing we’re work-

ing on for the small busi-
ness.” Cardoso said.

A native of Equador and 
owner of Sunnyside-based 
Pronto Car Service since 
1993, Cardoso personally 
visits Hispanic business 
owners. 

“That’s what we’re try-
ing to do, I’m reaching out 
to them for the first time,” 

he said. “But we’re working 
very hard to bring everyone 
in and not just in Sunnyside 
but in Woodside, Maspeth, 
Long Island City. Anyone in 
Queens can join.”

To help spread the word 
Cardoso hired Patricia 
Dorfman, a web designer 
and former advertising ex-
ecutive who was also a long-
time friend and collabora-
tor with Luke Adams.

“We will grab social net-
working by the throat but 
retain what made the glory 
days of the chamber work,” 
Dorfman said. “Luke was a 
big believer in small town 
in the big city. Our member-
ships are up and most grati-
fying is the return of cham-
ber stalwarts who worked 
hard for everyone, bringing 
their imagination and drive 
to the table.”

Over 100 members left 
during the previous lead-
ership and now many are 
returning including former 

president Rebecca Barker.
“I think the chamber, 

as it’s constructed today, 
is filled with people who 
genuinely care about Sun-
nyside,” Barker said. “Peo-
ple who live here and work 
here. We’re going to get 
back to where we were. The 
chamber is going to start do-
ing good things for the com-
munity again.”

The chamber is also 
drawing new members. Paul 
Flynn, the owner of Flynn’s 
Garden Inn, has owned pubs 
in Sunnyside for more than 
20 years and never wanted 
to join the Chamber until 
last month.

“If you want to be a busi-
nessman around here, it’s 
important to get involved,” 
Flynn said. “And with all 
the new development that’s 
being planned around here, 
it’s a good time for small 
businesses to stick together. 
There’s strength in num-
bers.”

LUKE ADAMS

Luke Adams’ legacy remembered in U. S. Congress
Late civic leader’s favorite organization in Sunnyside ends dormancy with new leadership
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249-11 Northern Blvd. | Little Neck, New York | (718) 428–8800
www.ContisRestaurant.com | Valet Parking | Open 6 Days (Closed Tuesday) 

APPETIZER
Soup of the Day or Salad

YOUR CHOICE OF ENTREE
Gnocchi alla Conti

Homemade potato dumplings with zucchini, roasted red 
peppers, and prosciutto in a light cream sauce

Pappardelle Porcini
Homemade pappardelle pasta with a porcini mushroom sauce, 

topped with shaved parmesan cheese and white truffl e oil
Chicken Scarpariello

With onions, peppers, rosemary and white wine
Add sausage $2.00

Red Snapper Martini
Filet of red snapper encrusted in a parmiggiano crust 

served over a bed of spinach
Arrosto D’Anatra

Roasted Long Island duck with a rich Gran Marnier sauce

YOUR CHOICE OF DESSERT
(Includes American coffee or tea)

*Cannot be combined with any other discounted offer

30% OFF
ALL WINE BOTTLES

Mon. | Wed. | Thurs.

MON. & THURS. 

LIVE MUSIC

WED. NIGHT 

UNLIMITED 
PASTA 

Choice of 3 Homemade 
Pasta Dishes 

(Includes Salad)

RISTORANTE

PRIX FIX MENU
$2795* pp + tax & gratuity | Mon. to Thurs. 5 to 7 p.m.

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

$20 + TAX
$20 + TAX

$19 + TAX
$19 + TAX

      LOBSTER DINNER
GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTER

11/4 LB. EA.

      COCONUT SHRIMP
   PLATTER

SNOW CRAB 
LEGS

 LB.
PLAIN

      NY STRIP STEAK
 

PLAIN

ALL INCLUDE: COLE SLAW  PREMIUM IDAHO FRENCH FRIES OR LETTUCE/TOM SALAD

 CUP OF ANY CHOWDER OR BISQUE..........(ADD $4.00)
 STEVE’S AUTHENTIC KEY LIME PIE CHOCOLATE OR CHEESECAKE..........(ADD $4.00)

 SUBSTITUTE SWEET POTATO FRIES ON ANY DINNER..........(ADD $2.00)
EXP. 2/28/15    BEER & WINE AVAILABLE

 SEE FULL MENU ONLINE: WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY, BROOKLYN

GPS: 3165 HARKNESS AVENUE 
(Across from the UA Movies & Next to TGI Fridays)

1-800-404-CLAW

a day, seven days a week to 
ensure everyone who lands, 
departs and works at the 
airport has the same ease 
of travel,” she wrote. “As 
it stands, parking is diffi-
cult for airport employees 
who work around-the-clock 
shifts and vehicular con-
gestion is a growing con-
cern in the residential area 
that surrounds the airport. 
A speedy and dependable 
alternative to driving, like 
a 24/7 train service going in 
multiple directions, would 
be a great improvement to 
meet the demands of work-
ers, visitors and residents.”

The LIRR station at Wil-
lets Point is currently open 
for Mets games, the US 
Open and major events in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park. The station is part 
of the Port Washington 
branch of the LIRR.

Ferreras also suggested 
renovation of the bridge 
that connects the No. 7 sub-
way line and the LIRR as 
well as elevators. 

“Most all high traffic 
train stations have eleva-
tors to help move passengers 
along, particularly those in 
wheelchairs or with stroll-
ers,” she wrote.

Cuomo presented his 
plan for the AirTrain on 
Jan. 20, saying it would 
offer better access to the 

airport’s 27 million passen-
gers each year. The elevat-
ed tracks would run a mile 
and a half along the Grand 
Central Parkway and cost 
an estimated $450 million 
and take five years to com-
plete.

“Again, I am delighted 
that you are prioritizing 
the growth of Corona and 
the services it offers,” Fer-
reras’ letter concluded. “I 
look forward to the devel-
opment of this project and 
to assisting you any way I 
can.”

There has been no re-
sponse to the letter, accord-
ing to a Ferreras spokes-
woman.

ferred.”
Constantinides is the 

councilman from Astoria, 
Simotas is the assembly-
woman for the area and 
Crowley is the congressman 
for that part of Queens.

DemocraState Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris’ (D-Astoria) 
office received so many 
phone calls from angry 
constituents that he joined 
the battle even though the 
Westway Motel is in Peral-
ta’s district. “The continu-
ing lack of information and 
transparency surrounding 
the Westway is extremely 
troubling and validates 
the community’s concerns 
about this location from the 
start,” Gianaris said.

Bryant was moved from 
a shelter in the Bronx to the 
Westway, at 71-11 Astoria 
Blvd., where the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services 

has been housing 121 fami-
lies since July.

“It’s unconscionable 
that a convicted violent 
sex offender is living in 
a residential shelter for 
families with children,” 
Constantinides said. “The 
Department of Homeless 
Services should not permit 
a situation like this. We 
have lacked adequate ac-
cess to the shelter facilities 
and its management, so it 
came to me as a complete 
surprise that a violent sex 
offender has been permit-
ted to live in this facility.”

The outrage over Bry-
ant’s presence at the West-
way was further com-
pounded by DHS’s secrecy 
on the matter. 

“The administration 
didn’t let us know and that’s 
the core issue of DHS’s con-
tinued lack of communi-
cation from Day 1 back in 
July,” Peralta said. “If they 
only communicated with us 
and the community, things 
would go smoother.”

The press secretary for 
DHS confirmed that Bry-
ant had been moved out of 
the Westway but could say 
little more.

 “DHS takes safety con-
cerns very seriously and 
within its legal obligation 
to provide shelter to anyone 
in need is currently review-
ing policies with regard to 
sex offenders in the fami-
lies with children system.”

Astoria and East 
Elmhurst residents had 
planned on staging a peace-
ful protest outside the West-
way Motel, but that was put 
on hold after the transfer. 
Meanwhile, Constantinides 
heard from DHS represen-
tatives Thursday morning.

“The Department of 
Homeless Services assured 
us that they will be more 
sensitive when they relo-
cate individuals in the fu-
ture and that they will be 
considerate of the needs of 
our residential neighbor-
hoods,” Constantinides 
said.

Continued from Page 1 

Ferreras

Continued from Page 1 

Westway

Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras asks Gov. Cuomo to make the LIRR train station at Willets Point and 
the proposed AirTrain connection to LaGuardia Airport accessible 24/7. Artwork courtesy of NYS DOT
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either July 1 or July 2. 
Vallone pointed out the 

Bayside Historical Society, 
the Bayside Village Busi-
ness Improvement District 
and the Bay Terrace Civil 
Alliance, among others, 
“are going to partner with 
us to do it.”

He is having fun in his 
first year as a legislator and 
his colleagues call him “the 
smiley councilman,”the 
freshman councilman said, 
but Vallone is not all smiles 
when it comes to defending 
his district and his prin-
ciples.

He has said no a few 
times to City Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viv-
erito (D-Manhattan) and to 
Mayor Bill de Blasio.

Vallone noted, for ex-
ample, that he opposed the 
paid-sick leave bill and 
some public safety bills, but 
fortunately, there is no bad 
feelings from the top elect-
ed officials in the city.  

In fact, he said the dis-
trict received $7 million in 
city funds, up from about $2 

million last year.  
“Originally we did not 

support her [Mark-Viv-
erito] as the speaker, but 
she treated all districts 
equally. Unity is one of her 
strengths,.” 

He added, “We were the 
forgotten district in the 
eyes of the City Council.”

The councilman was 
also outspoken when word 
came around that Bayside 
was on the Department of 
Homeless Services’ radar 
to receive an emergency 
shelter.

“We are happy” the idea 
was rejected, Vallone said. 
“But it was a lot of phone 
calls and decisions going on 
on the background, where 
we were calling up saying 
‘This is not the right spot,’” 
he said. 

He explained the Bay-
side is not against homeless 
shelters, but he said it was 
necessary for people to take 
two trains and a bus to get 
to northeast Queens, and 
then a bus and two trains 
back the following day.

“It is a delicate balance 
because everyone deserves 
a chance to get back on 
their feet,” Vallone pointed 

out. “But it’s location, loca-
tion, location.”

He said the idea was to 
establish emergency home-
less shelters in some of the 
hotels along Northern Bou-
levard and the Cross Island 
Parkway. 

“If you call and say use 
my hotel, they guarantee 
money for a night. It’s a 
win-win situation,” the leg-
islator said.

Bayside, he added, has 
become the top zip code 
for senior citizens to call 
home. 

As the chairman of the 
subcommittee on Senior 
Centers, he said the City 
Council created a senior 
task force to recommended 
changes to the laws and 
policies in relation with the 
Adult Protective Services.

He also said Bayside was 
tapped as an “age friendly 
district,” which will bring 
more funding to build more 
park benches, more speed 
bumps, more transporta-
tion alternatives and more 
senior services.

He said the voting is com-
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Vallone
abling Bronx Assem-
blyman Carl Heastie to 
overwhelmingly defeat Re-
publican Minority Leader 
Brian Kolb and become 
the state Assembly’s new 
leader.

While Nolan thanked 
members of the borough’s 
Democratic conference 
for their “support and en-
couragement” during the 
process in a statement and 
acknowledged “those who 
were forthright in telling 
me that they prefer an-
other candidate,” she said 
“our Assembly Democrat-
ic Majority Conference 
is strong because we are 
candid with one another.”

Although Nolan has 
won 16 campaigns and has 
carved out a distinguished 
record on education in the 
Assembly, when it came 
to the powerful speaker’s 
post, the Queens Demo-
cratic Machine did not 
back her, Queens political 
observers said.

 Nolan rejected the no-
tion that she dropped out 

of the race because she 
didn’t have enough votes 
against Heastie, who had 
the backing of several 
Democratic county orga-
nizations. 

“I did not drop out of 
this process even as many 
reported various vote to-
tals and withdrawn candi-
dacies, because I think,  in 
this crisis, it is essential 
that all members of the 
state Legislature examine 
our rules and look closely 
at proposals for reform 
and openness,” she said. 
“Indeed, I would have pre-
ferred a vote on Feb. 10 
which would have allowed 
for discussion and review 
of proposals for reform 
and perhaps have allowed 
some new rules to go for-
ward in tandem with the 
election of a new speaker.”

Nolan had positioned 
her bid as a challenge to 
the male-dominated cul-
ture in Albany, which 
has never had a woman 
speaker. 

“I am aware of the his-
toric nature of Assembly-
man Carl Heastie’s candi-
dacy as I am of my own,” 
she said, referring to the 

fact that he is black. “I 
believe that I have put at 
least a scratch in the glass 
ceiling for women. I con-
gratulate Assemblyman 
Heastie and I understand 
the joy that his election 
will bring to all communi-
ties of our state.”

The 47-year-old Heast-
ie replaced Silver, who 
was arrested on federal 
corruption charges last 
month, and became the 
first African-American 
speaker Tuesday. 

“Today was a his-
toric day,” Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-East 
Elmhurst) said. “I have 
every confidence in Mr. 
Heastie’s ability to lead 
‘the People’s House.’ I 
know that Speaker Heast-
ie will steer the Assembly 
towards an era of moral 
budgets that takes the 
needs of all New Yorkers 
into account and legisla-
tion that is worthy of the 
people we serve.”

Heastie promised to 
create a new office of eth-
ics compliance and restore 
the chamber’s reputation. 
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