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BY GINA MARTINEZ

In a new report released 
by the Citizens Committee for 
Children, Bayside and Astoria 
were ranked as being the saf-
est for children in New York 
City, while Jamaica and Jack-
son Heights were among those 
ranked as “High Risk” 

The Citizens Committee 
for Children, the non-profit 
child advocacy group in New 
York, recently released a re-
port called “Community Risk 
Ranking,” which ranks the 
city’s 59 community districts 
from lowest to highest concen-
tration of risk to the well-being 
of children. The results were 
surprising, shining a light 
on the discrepancy in living 
conditions for children in the 
city whose neighborhoods are 
sometimes only blocks away 
from one another.

The different domains for 
risk were Economic Security, 
Housing, Health, Education, 
Youth, and Family and Com-
munity. The factors used to 
determine the rankings var-
ied from infant mortality rate, 
high school graduation rate 
and teen birth rate and parent 
joblessness, among others.

Battery Park/Tribeca in 
lower Manhattan was ranked 

Continued on Page 49
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BY MADINA TOURE

Advocates and residents 
who are working to reduce jet 
noise and pollution around 
Queens’ two major airports 
are still at odds over the num-
ber of roundtables needed as 
well as membership.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo is-
sued a directive in March 
calling on the Port Authority, 
the state agency that manages 
Kennedy and LaGuardia air-
ports, to start aviation com-
munity roundtables with Fed-
eral Aviation Administration 
officials and community rep-
resentatives in April for the 
two airports.  

But different community 
stakeholders disagree on the 
number of roundtables neces-
sary to address the problem as 
well as the roundtables’ mem-
bership. 

Residents and elected offi-

cials in southeast Queens, who 
are mostly affected by JFK, 
would like to see one Aviation 
Community Roundtable for 
each airport. But where La-
Guardia is located, in north-
east Queens, the preference is 
one roundtable. 

At the Queens Community 
Board 7’s monthly meeting 
this week, Warren Schreiber, 
chairman of the aviation com-
mittee, said both sides make 
credible arguments but there 
is still a stalemate over the 
matter.

“They just can’t find any 
type of common ground so this 
is the third or fourth round-
table meeting that just ended 
with nothing being done,” 
Schreiber said. 

But he noted groups must 
be able to prove that they have 
members, hold regular meet-
ings and hold popular elec-

Continued on Page 49

HAPPY NEW YEAR
Song Hee Lee, a master of the Korean fan dance, demonstrates 
her ancient art at Flushing Town Hall, as part of a preview of 
performances set for the Lunar New Year beginning next week. 
See story on Page 35.   Photo by Michael Shain 
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BY JUAN SOTO

City Councilman Paul 
Vallone (D-Bayside), whose 
district is home to about 20 
percent of the horse-drawn 
carriage drivers, admitted he 
was surprised the controver-
sial bill to rid of the industry 
“became the No. 1 question” at 
City hall. 

“This shouldn’t be the big 
issue it turned out to be,” he 
said.

Vallone called for a com-
promise between the industry 
supporters and workers and 
City Hall, but he said Mayor 
Bill de Blasio “pushed it to 
a point where there is all or 
nothing.”

The City Council is divided 
over the bill introduced by 
Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights), and pro-
moted by de Blasio, legislation 
that calls for putting an end to 
the horse-drawn carriages in 
Manhattan by  mid 2016.

“Now the mayor wants a 
yes or no answer,” Vallone 
said. “Now there is no compro-
mise.”

The lawmaker said he 
spoke with several of the driv-
ers at his office, a meeting that 
gave the workers a chance to 
explain how their industry op-
erates.

“I learned a lot about them,” 
Vallone said. 

He said that with more reg-
ulations, maybe the industry 
should be saved. 

“I think the best thing to 
do is to put in more restric-
tions and further regulate the 
industry,” he said. “And then 
you will have the best regulat-
ed industry as oppose to elimi-
nating it.”

But supporters of the ban 
are also working behind the 
scenes, putting pressure on 
council members to vote in 
favor of the bill banning the 
horse-drawn carriages.  

For example, NYCLASS, 
the animal rights group be-
hind the bill, is mailing daily 
graphic postcards to the law-
makers until the legislation is 
passed.

“We expect the bill to be 
passed and the horse-carriage 
drivers will be a thing of the 
past,” Allie Feldman, execu-
tive director of NYCLASS, 
said recently.  

The group also launched 
other campaigns seeking to 
amass support for the bill. The 
efforts included TV commer-
cials.

In collaboration with the 
People for the Ethical Treat-
ments of Animals, the groups 
organized an ad blitz cam-

paign in which they targeted 
council members by installing 
giant posters in the bus stops 
near their district offices. The 
ads featured a horse that died 
in a Manhattan street in 2011.

NYCLASS is also organiz-
ing pickets near district of-
fices of the lawmakers who 
opposed the bill.

More than 300 people work 
in the horse-drawn carriage 
industry.  

Reach reporter Juan Soto by 
e-mail at jsoto@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4564.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

The Holistic Chamber of 
Commerce is coming to Bay-
side Feb 21 when it will host 
a Holistic Expo and Bazaar 
to celebrate the launch of its 
new chapter in Queens.

The expo will introduce 
the community to holistic 
services that are not readily 
offered in the Bayside neigh-
borhood. Naini Nakagawa, 
the Queens chapter presi-
dent, said Bayside is the per-
fect place to launch the HCC 

“Bayside is a growing 
community of holistic busi-
nesses  and wellness centers. 
It is also very convenient for 
Manhattan folks and people 
from Long Island to come to 
Bayside for holistic network-
ing events. In Queens, we 
have a large population and a 
community that really values 
those products and services.”

Holistic medicine is a 
form of healing that consid-
ers the whole person, body, 
mind, spirit and emotions in 
the quest for optimal health 
and wellness. Its practices in-
clude acupuncture, massage 
therapy and naturopathy, 
which favor herbs and natural 

remedies over pharmaceuti-
cal drugs ,among many oth-
ers. The HCC plans to pro-
vide those many alternative 
services to the residents of 
Queens. 

“Holistic medicine practi-
tioners believe that the whole 
person is made up of interde-
pendent parts and if one part 
is not working properly, all 
the other parts will be affect-
ed. In this way, if people have 

imbalances (physical, emo-
tional, or spiritual) in their 
lives, it can negatively affect 
their overall health, “Naka-
gawa said. “With a vision of 
healthy people on a healthy 
planet, the Holistic Cham-
ber of Commerce is weaving 
together an international 
movement promoting holis-
tic, natural  and sustainable 
products, services and solu-
tions. “

The HCC currently has 
70 chapters across the Unit-
ed States and Canada. It was 
founded by Camille Leon.

The expo is scheduled to 
be held in All Saints Epis-
copal Church at 214-35 40th 
Ave. from 4p.m. to 9 p.m.NAINI NAKAGAWA

Council member Paul Vallone is looking for a resolution of the horse-
carriage ban issue. 

Making horse sense
Paul Vallone seeks compromise for carriage drivers

Holistic medicine 
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is made up of 

interdependent 
parts and if one 

part is not working 
properly, all the 

other parts will be 
affected.
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BY MADINA TOURE

Eighth-graders at MS 67 in 
Little Neck are scheduled to 
compete at the National Finals 
for the National Engineers 
Week Future City Competition 
in Washington Saturday. 

Seventeen students entered 
the regional competition Jan. 
17 and won first place. 

The members will be repre-
senting New York state against 
other states in the country in 
the National Finals, which 
will start Saturday and con-
clude Wednesday. 

The competition is part of 
the school’s efforts to further 
emphasize the importance of 
the city’s STEM education pro-
gram — science, technology, 
engineering and mathemat-
ics. 

“STEM is an integration of 
science, technology, engineer-
ing and math as a curriculum 
for students and the idea is that 
no subject is in isolation,” said 
Taso Lampoutis, one of MS 67’s 
assistant principals, who is in 
charge of the Science Depart-
ment.  “So when the children 

go on for their careers in the 
future, they’ll have to maybe 
integrate some or all of the 
skills at the same time to solve 
real world issues. 

The Future City Competi-
tion asks sixth-, seventh- and 
eighth-graders to imagine, de-
sign and build cities of the fu-
ture, according to the official 
website.

The regional competition 
required students to pick one 
vegetable and one protein that 
would sustain their city, but 
students were otherwise given 
freedom to build the city as 
they pleased.

The eighth-graders worked 
on their project, which they 
named “Future Little Neck,” 
twice a week for an hour after 
school and five to six hours on 
four Saturdays from the end of 
September up until the day of 
the regional competition.

A science teacher, a mathe-
matics teacher and a computer 
teacher mentored the students. 
They built and planned the 
city using SimCity software 
and also created a tabletop 
scale model.

Because the students had to 
work within a confined space, 
they took advantage of the ver-
tical component, creating a 
vertical city with many high-
rise buildings. The buildings 
include vegetable gardens at 
the top. 

The students picked catfish 

as the city’s protein because 
it is a good protein source, 
easy to cultivate and a source 
of energy to feed vegetables, 
especially catfish waste. For 
the vegetable, they chose the 
cucumber because it is easy 
to grow and the crop does not 
take up much room, meaning 

that they can grow it verti-
cally. 

They are taking their win-
ning model to Washington this 
weekend.

Science teacher Philip Noto 
said the percentage of students 
who were interested in pursu-
ing a career in one of the STEM 
fields increased from about 60 
percent to roughly 82 percent 
following the competition.

“They would come to me 
throughout the week … say-
ing, ‘Are we having Future 
City today? I’ve got so many 
good ideas!,’” he said. “They 
were really, really excited 
about it.”

The students, who said they 
were excited and crying when 
they won the regional compe-
tition, said it was a rewarding 
experience. 

“It was an educational 
experience for us because it 
was really fun working with 
my fellow presenters with the 
presentation and also we got 
to learn a lot about city plan-
ning,” Shannon Gunawan, 13, 
an eighth grader, who was one 
of the presenters, said.

Eighth-graders Shannon Gunawan (l. to r.), Jane Rhee and Olivia Chan, 
the team’s presenters, participated in the national Future City competi-
tion. Photo by Madina Toure

MS 67 to represent state in Future City nationals 
Louis Pasteur eighth-graders head to Washington to present winning engineering project
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

 Mayor Bill de Blasio pre-
sented his preliminary 2016 
budget of $77.7 billion for 
the city Monday at City Hall 
with a strong focus on public 
safety, social resources, edu-
cation and income inequality 
while still managing a fiscal-
ly responsible approach. 

“The goal in each invest-
ment is to create a stronger 
city, a safer city, a fairer city, 
and we’re doing that in a way 
we think is very cost-effec-
tive,” the mayor said.  

The $77.7 billion will have 
reserves of $750 million per 
year  until 2018 to further re-
duce deficits.

 The city will invest $7.3 
million in bullet-proof vests 
for NYPD officers in this fis-
cal year , which ends June 30, 
and an additional  $4.2 mil-
lion in 2016, he said. Some $10 

million will go to expand the 
police cadet program and $3 
million will be earmarked 
for the Law Department to 
end “frivolous” lawsuits 
against NYPD officers and 
the city. The Fire Depart-
ment will have more than $11 
million for 45 new ambulance 
tours and $6.7 million to add 
149 new EMS dispatchers to 
address response time prob-
lems, particularly in western 
Queens ,  The EMS response 
time for Queens is longer 
than the average of the city, 
which is six minutes and 50 
seconds, according to First 
Deputy Mayor Anthony Shor-
ris.

“We got rid of the habit of 
putting items in for cuts that 
then later would inevitably 
be restored. The most obvi-
ous example is fire houses, 
where year after year, there 

BY MADINA TOURE

Queens County has played 
a significant role in the city’s 
historic drop in major crimes, 
Queens District Attorney Rich-
ard Brown said last week.

The county arrested 22.4 
percent of the city’s violent fel-
ons in 2014, convicted 23 per-
cent of those felons and sent 
nearly 14 percent of them to 
prison, according to Brown. 

Last year the city recorded 
a 76.7 percent decline in mur-
ders, an 80.5 percent drop in 
robberies, a 39.7 percent de-
cline in felony assaults and an 
81.6 percent decrease in bur-
glaries, he added. 

“It was a year in which 
Queens County was once again 
among the city’s leaders in 
crime reduction — and it was 
a year in which we, as prosecu-
tors, contributed greatly to the 

cty’s historic decline in seri-
ous crime while at the same 
time expeditiously handled 
more than 77,000 arrest cases,” 
Brown told his annual legisla-
tive breakfast at his Kew Gar-
dens offices last Friday. 

He attributed the sharp de-
cline in crime to the office’s 
significant technological ad-
vancements.  His office has 
become completely computer-
ized. He also said the NYPD 
Command Center keeps them 
updated on what is happening 
in Queens County at all hours 
of the day. 

Brown’s office drafted more 
than 1,100 search warrants 
and assistants attended and 
supervised some 360 lineups 
in police precincts throughout 
the county. And he pointed out 
that 8 percent of all wiretaps 
in the nation were done in 
Queens County. 

The county also set some 
city records, including the best 
arrest-to-arraignment time, 
the highest violent felony con-
viction rate and the highest 
domestic violence conviction 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Former state Senate leader Mal-
colm Smith and former Queens Coun-
ty Republican Party Vice Chairman 
Vincent Tabone plan to appeal their 
guilty verdicts after a federal jury 
convicted them of bribery and fraud 
last week in deliberating that lasted 
only four hours, their lawyers said.

Smith, 57, who represented south-
east Queens in the Senate for 14 years 
and served as the Democratic major-
ity leader, was also found guilty of 
extortion for his role in obtaining 
state funding for a real estate project 
in exchange for cash bribes. In addi-
tion, Tabone, 48, was convicted of wit-
ness tampering when he attempted to 
persuade the now late Queens County 
Republican Party Chairman Philip 
Ragusa not to testify against him. 

 The two were convicted after a 
four-week jury trial before U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Kenneth Karas in White 
Plains.  The jurors reached their deci-
sion after a few hours.  

Former City Councilman Dan Hal-
loran, a Republican from northeast 
Queens, was originally tried with 
Smith and Tabone, but his trial contin-
ued after the judge declared a mistrial 
for the other defendants.  Halloran, 42, 
was found guilty of conspiracy, wire 
fraud and bribery and is awaiting sen-

tencing on March 2.
“It was under very difficult circum-

stances to try this case and we will be 
appealing this verdict,” said Gerald 
Shargel, Smith’s attorney. 

 The trial centered on Smith’s bid to 
win the Republican line in the 2013 city 
mayoral race through what prosecu-
tors described as a series of bribes.

 Testimony uncovered Smith’s par-
ticipation in two overlying criminal 
schemes as he tried to corner votes for 
the Wilson-Pakula certificate, which 
allows any party member to run on a 
different party plebiscite after a com-
mittee vote. 

Court documents showed that Smith 
authorized $110,000 in cash bribes to 
pay off Republican party leaders, in-
cluding Tabone. Smith also influenced 
the funneling of almost $500,000 in 
state transportation funding to a real 
estate project proposed by the under-
cover agent and witness Moses Stern 
for a development in Spring Valley 
in exchange for paying the bribes on 
Smith’s behalf.

 Smith authorized the undercover 
agent and Stern to meet Tabone and 
Joseph Savino, chairman of the Bronx 
County Republican Party, who plead-
ed guilty last year to bribery, and 
other party leaders. Court records 
brought to light that during the meet-
ing Tabone and Savino accepted cash 
bribes. In exchange for his efforts in 
negotiating the bribes,Halloran ac-
cepted $15,500 as a down payment on 
a “broker’s” fee of at least $75,000 and 
expected to be appointed first deputy 

mayor if Smith was elected mayor, tes-
timony showed.

“Although we respect the voice of 
the jury, we are very disappointed in 
the outcome of the trial. We believe 
that the evidence was insufficient to 
prove that our client participated in 
any bribery scheme. In fact, his words 
on the tape indicated the very oppo-
site,” said Tabone’s attorney Samuel 
Braverman, who will also file a motion 
for a new trial in addition to appealing 
the verdict. 

The four-week federal corruption 
trial was subject to a few mishaps: 
one mistrial due to delayed evidence, 
weather delays, and one sick juror, 
along with hours of audio and video 
recordings.  

“My prayers are with the Smith 
family as they deal with this ordeal 
and I am saddened by this turn of 
events,” said state Sen. Leroy Comrie, 
who defeated Smith in his re-election 
bid last fall.  “Public corruption is 
unacceptable and our community de-
mands more accountability and trans-
parency.”

Smith and Tabone were scheduled 
to be sentenced by Karas July 1.  

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali Kully by 
e-mail at skully@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4546.

Queens District Attorney Richard 
Brown says Queens County made a 
huge contribution to the city's his-
toric decline in crime.

Former state Sen. Malcolm Smith arrives 
at his home in St. Albans after being found 
guilty on bribery, fraud and extortion charg-
es. Photo by Ellis Kaplan 

Smith, Tabone to appeal verdicts
Queens political leaders guilty of corruption in $200K caper to fi eld GOP candidate for mayor 

Queens County does its part 
in city’s crime decline: DA

More funds for EMS
set aside for borough

Continued on Page 49Continued on Page 30
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BY MADINA TOURE

Nonprofit Design Trust for 
Public Space, in conjunction 
with the Queens Museum and 
the city Department of Parks 
and Recreation, is working on 
a project that would engage lo-
cal residents in the planning 
and design of Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park. 

Last spring, Design Trust 
put out a call for projects for 
what they called “The Ener-
getic City: Connectivity in the 
Public Realm.” The nonprofit 
initially had more than 90 
project expressions of interest 
but they eventually narrowed 
it down to four projects for 
consideration.

The winning project ended 
up being a proposal from the 
Queens Museum and the city 
Department of Parks and Rec-
reation titled “The World’s 
Park: Reconnecting a Regional 
Park with its Neighbors.” 

The project involves com-
munity members coming up 
with new proposals for how to 
improve the access, circula-
tion and connectivity of Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park. 
It seeks to better engage resi-
dents in the planning, design 
and management of the park. 

The idea behind the proj-
ect was to give residents and 
park users the chance to think 
about ways to improve parks, 

said Susan Chin, Design 
Trust’s executive director. 

“When you’re renovat-
ing a park, it’s not necessar-
ily voices from the community 
who are speaking but it’s re-
ally planners from the Parks 
Department or civic leaders,” 
Chin said. 

Jose Serrano-McClain, a 
community organizer for the 
Queens Museum, said the 
proposal complemented the 
Queens Museum’s commit-
ment to exploring the idea of 
shaping city spaces, as shown 
by its involvement in bringing 
site-specific art projects to Co-
rona Plaza. 

The celebration of the 50th 
and 75th anniversaries of the 

1939/1940 and 1964/65 World’s 
Fairs sparked the need to 
launch a conversation about 
the park’s future. The pro-
posal, he said, would give indi-
viduals living in the commu-
nities surrounding the park  
— Corona, Jackson Heights 
and Elmhurst on one side — 
the chance to have a voice in 
the park’s future.

“What ends up happening 
is that sometimes things that 
don’t seem like they make 
sense for a place like, say, Cen-
tral Park, have a better chance 
at happening in a place like 
Flushing Meadows Park …. 
used by people who have just 

BY MADINA TOURE

Melva Miller, director of 
economic development for the 
Queens Borough President’s 
Office, will be the next deputy 
borough president, Queens 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz announced Tuesday. 

Miller is taking over the po-
sition after former Deputy Bor-
ough President Leroy Comrie 
started his term as state sena-
tor earlier this year.

Katz said Miller’s “multi-
dimensional expertise” on 
economic development made 
her decision to name her dep-
uty borough president a “natu-
ral one.”

“Her understanding of 
Queens’ neighborhoods is ex-
tensive and comprehensive, 
from both the holistic, macro-

policy level to a block-by-block 
community-basis,” Katz said 
in a statement. “Melva’s ideas, 
professionalism and experi-
ence in government have been 
tremendous assets to my ad-
ministration. For the commu-

nities, her focus is relentless, 
her passion is unwavering.”

State Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-Hollis), who has known 
Miller for many years, praised 
her appointment, saying he 
“admires her abilities.”

“Having known Ms. Miller 
for many years, I’ve seen her 
speak to the heart of the com-
munity’s needs: executing 
strategies that grow business 
and encourage investment 
while ensuring the character 
and integrity of our neighbor-
hoods are preserved,” Comrie 
said in a statement. 

A lifelong resident of south-
east Queens, Miller is current-
ly an active doctoral candidate 
in social welfare at the CUNY 
Graduate School and Univer-

BY MADINA TOURE
 
City Councilman Paul Val-

lone (D-Bayside) has renewed 
calls for ferry service in 
northeast Queens after May-
or Bill de Blasio announced a 
plan for a boroughwide ferry 
service. 

Vallone commended de 
Blasio’s ferry service propos-
al but said he is “disappoint-
ed” that there is no plan in 
place for northeast Queens.

“I will continue to push 
for ferry service out of Fort 
Totten and the Citi Field 
Marina,” he said. “A ferry 
at the cost of a Metrocard 
ride would go a long way to 
combat the lack of affordable 
transportation alternatives 
for those living in northeast 
Queens.”

In a recent interview with 
the TimesLedger, Vallone 
said he was working on a 
plan for a full-time ferry that 
would run from Citi Field 
into Manhattan and would 
either be privately funded 
by the Mets and the US Open 
or publicly funded, but the 
United States Tennis Asso-
ciation said it has not been 
approached about it.

“We do not have plans to 
privately fund or finance this 
ferry at this time,” said Chris 
Widmaier, USTA’s managing 
director of corporate commu-
nications. The Mets had no 
comment.

Vallone is also seeking 
weekend ferry service from 
Fort Totten into Manhattan 
for recreational purposes, 
such as visiting the Statue of 
Liberty and the World Trade 
Center.

In May, Vallone, City 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) and City Council-
woman Julissa Ferreras (D-

East Elmhurst) wrote a joint 
letter to the city Economic 
Development Corporation 
and the mayor’s administra-
tion expressing their support 
for ferry service locations at 
Fort Totten and the Citi Field 
Marina. Vallone said he plans 
to send a follow-up email to de 
Blasio. 

They contend a ferry ser-
vice is necessary given the 
lack of transportation op-
tions in the area and would 
help address overcrowding 
on the No. 7 subway line. 

The lawmakers also said 
the sites have the potential 
to be successful because of 
demand from the local com-
munities, economic viability 
and the availability of exist-
ing docks. 

Koo, who previously 
served as chairman of the 
City Council’s Waterfronts 
Committee, said the ferry 
would help ease residents’ 
commuting experiences.

“By providing the resi-
dents of Flushing, Bayside, 
Corona and the surrounding 
areas with another transpor-
tation option, we’ll be making 
the commuting lives of our 
constituents a little better,” 
he said in a statement. “Ferry 
service in northeast Queens 
would also go a long way to-
wards alleviating congestion 
on the notoriously crowded 7 
train line.” 

Ferreras said she is still 
supportive of the ferry and is 
arranging a meeting with the 
mayor’s office and council 
members to discuss the pos-
sibilities.

“District 21 is more and 
more becoming a prized food, 
recreation and cultural des-
tination in New York City 

MELVA MILLER

Northeast Queens lawmakers are calling for a ferry for the area. 

Residents will get to voice their opinion on how to improve connectivity 
in Flushing Meadows Corona Park.

Vallone: Build ferry 
from Citi Field area

Katz names new deputy beep

Locals to study park
State of Flushing Meadows Corona Park to be reviewed 

Continued on Page 30

Continued on Page 30

Continued on Page 30
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BY BILL PARRY

The new chairman of Com-
munity Board 2 is urging his 
members, and residents in the 
neighborhoods surrounding 
the Sunnyside Rail Yards, to 
stay calm and wait for more 
information about Mayor de 
Blasio’s “game-changer” of 
a plan for a massive develop-
ment of an affordable housing 
complex on the site. 

A community uproar en-
sued on social media after de 
Blasio’s State of the City ad-
dress Feb. 3, when he called 
for decking over the 200-acre 
site to allow for the building of 
a new Stuyvesant Town with 
more than 11,000 units.

“There’s so much appre-
hension about how you absorb 
that many more people, per-
haps as many as 30,000,” CB2 
Chairman Patrick O’Brien 
said. “This area has already 
grown so much, population-
wise, in the last decade and the 
infrastructure hasn’t caught 
up yet; the No. 7 subway line 
is maxed out in capacity. The 
overall plan is admirable be-
cause there is such a need, but 

there are so many questions. 
You really can’t formulate an 
opinion until all the details 
are known and the studies are 
just beginning.”

At the CB 2 monthly meet-
ing Feb. 5 at Sunnyside Com-
munity Services, just two 
blocks south of the massive 
rail yards, state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) spoke 
to the crowd of more than 200 
concerned residents. 

“I will not support any pro-
posal for Sunnyside Yards that 
is not supported by our exist-
ing community,” Gianaris 
said. “Any talks of thousands 
of new housing units at Sunny-
side Yards should be second-
ary to meeting our significant 
infrastructure needs. Western 
Queens is already in need of 
many more schools, parks and 
open spaces, and vastly im-
proved mass transit, particu-
larly on the 7 line. As this pro-
cess unfolds, I look forward to 
working with the community 
to ensure our voices are heard 
loud and clear when it comes 
to Sunnyside Yards.”

Noting that 100 percent of 
the Yards is inside the bound-

aries of CB 2, O’Brien added, 
“Where’s the financing for 
this project? How about all 
the infrastructure that would 
have to be put in like sewers, 
how about the schools and the 
medical facilities? We don’t 
even know if the subsoil in 
the yards could support some-
thing like this because the 
bedrock doesn’t begin until 60 
to 70 feet down. Our position 
is one of serious interest and 
concern and we’re going to 
monitor this thing closely and 
not react to rumor. Vigilance 
is the watchword.”

O’Brien was elected chair-

man of CB 2 in December, 
when Joe Conley stepped down 
after 23 years. He was part of 
the planning for Queens West 
25 years ago and he monitored 
the studies of the rail yards for 
the last two decades. “If you 
start building it down in the 
southwest corner in the LIC 
yards portion by Hunters Point 
Avenue, it wouldn’t affect Sun-
nyside at all,” Conley said. 
“It’s closer to the other subway 
routes in Court Square. It’s an 
area known as the MTA Yards 
because the MTA owns that 
portion while Amtrak owns 
the land by Sunnyside.”

Who owns what land in 
the yards has led both Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo and the Chair-
man of the Department of City 
Planning Carl Weisbrod to 
declare that building on the 
site is too problematic. The 
200 acres of city-owned land 
surrounding Aqueduct Race 
Track has been talked about 
as an alternative.

“I’ve heard that and I don’t 
think that would work,” Con-
ley said. “Transit is a problem 
with just the A train and a few 
bus routes and besides the ra-
cino there are no jobs down 
there, there’s no manufactur-
ing.”

Conley is not sure what lies 
ahead for the Sunnyside Rail 
Yards, but he is sure that the 
need for more affordable hous-
ing is very real. 

“When we opened up the 
registration for the new hous-
ing in Hunters Point South, 
we had 93,000 applications in 
90 days for 900 apartments,” 
he said. “All three public 
meetings there were overflow 
crowds. People were so eager 
because the need is so great.”

Mayor de Blasio's plans for the development of the Sunnyside Rail Yards 
create buzz at a Community Board 2 meeting.

CB2 wary over Sunnyside Yards’ future

month-to-month
contract!

Better gym.  Better price.

* Requires a one-time enrollment fee, annual fee, and any applicable tax. Visit the club or MySportsClubs.com for details.  
Offer available only at these clubs. Other restrictions and fees may apply.

$1995
*

NYSC.com

WHITESTONE 
153-37 Cross Island Parkway 

718.747.4653
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Our structured classes and clubs give kids chances to explore their interests and creativity, but also features 
physical activities that promote health, team building, problem solving and skill enhancement.

PROGRAM OFFERINGS INCLUDE:

Robotics       Zumba       Hip Hop 

Basketball       Ceramics       Soccer

Weird Science       Woodworking

Performing Arts       Yoga       Music       and more!

New for 
2015!

AFTER SCHOOL CLASSES @ THE SAMUEL FIELD Y
58-20 Little Neck Parkway, Little Neck, NY 11362

10 week sessions   Grades K–2, 3–6
Classes begin week of February 23 

Call for more information, pricing and 
a schedule to join the fun!

Andy Gavora   718-225-6750 x261
AGAVORA@SFY.ORG  

Ally Dental P.C.
 Affordable  
 Same Day Emergency Care 
 Minimally Invasive Treatment  
 Pain-Free Sedation Dentistry!

 Seniors Welcome

WE OFFER:

GRAND  

OPENIN
G!

20
%  O

FF
 

UNTIL 4.30.2015

Complete  
Single-Tooth Implant

$1,800  

Invisalign 
Consultation

FREE!

Six Months 
Smile Braces

$2,500

MAJOR INSURANCE ACCEPTED

212-30 23rd Ave  Suite L2  Bayside 
Across from the Bay Terrace Tennis / Samuel Field Y

347.246.5288
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POLICE 

Blotter
FLUSHING — Flushing Savings 

Bank, the NYPD and the 109th Pre-
cinct are currently investigating a se-
ries of hacking incidents that have af-
fected more than 100 bank customers 
since October.

About 140 people have been affect-
ed by a series of hacking incidents at 
Flushing Savings Bank over the last 
three months, according to Thomas 
Conforti, deputy inspector for the 
109th Precinct. 

At the precinct’s monthly commu-
nity council meeting Wednesday night, 
Conforti said it was unclear what spe-
cific ATM machine was compromised.

“They’re (the bank) working close-
ly with our Financial Crimes Task 
Force,” Conforti said. “There was a 
compromise -- either one ATM machine 
or several ATM machines. That infor-
mation has yet to be determined.”

The bank has been cooperating and 
the investigation is moving forward, 
he said.

The 109th Precinct has been con-
ducting an outreach campaign via 
emails and Facebook posts to inform 
customers of the incident as well as 
encouraging them to check their bank 
accounts to ensure that their informa-
tion has not been jeopardized. 

“Whether it’s a skimming device or 
not, people still need to keep up their 
guard,” said Chrissy Voskerichian, the 
precinct community council’s presi-
dent. “When they are using an ATM or 
when they are using a debit card, they 
need to take those extra two seconds 

and think to cover when they’re enter-
ing their PIN. They just have to do it.”

The bank said it has reimbursed all 
customers affected by the incident and 
continues to work with the NYPD.

“As soon as the bank became aware 
of questions about account security in 
October, we immediately reached out 
to the NYPD’s Financial Crimes Task 
Force and have been fully cooperating 
with them since then in an investiga-
tion,” said Bob Liff, a spokesman for 
the bank. “All account holders have 
been made whole while we continue to 
cooperate in that investigation.”

BAYSIDE — Police were looking 
for two individuals who robbed a 7 
Eleven in Bayside in January, the 
NYPD said. 

The suspects entered a 7 Eleven at 
202-15 Northern Blvd. Jan. 5 at about 
3:14 a.m. and displayed a firearm 
while demanding money, according 
to the NYPD. 

The suspects allegedly removed 
$300 in cash, multiple packs of New-
port cigarettes and multiple cans of 
beer, police continued.

The suspects are described as a 
black man, about 5-foot-7, holding a 
black firearm and a black woman, 
about 4-foot-11, police said. 

Flushing Savings Bank and the NYPD 
are investigating hacking incidents 
that have occurred since October. 

Photo by Michael Shain

Police searching for 7 Eleven robbery suspects

Flushing Bank, NYPD investigate bank hacking spree

Every Thursday & Friday 
in February  

Daily Drawings up to $8,888!
 

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. 
PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-hour Problem Gaming Hotline: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

In Queens Near JFK Airport. 
Locate Your Free Shuttle: RWRedExpress.com

Over 5,000 Games. Minutes Away!

See Genting Rewards for details.

Police identified a black male as one of 
two suspects behind a 7 Eleven robbery in 
Bayside in January.  Photo Courtesy NYPD

For more hyper-local Queens news visit 
TimesLedger.com.
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A bill called the Grocery 
Worker Retention Act was re-
cently introduced to the City 
Council seeking to provide a 
90-day transition retention 
period to eligible employees 
following a change in owner-
ship of a grocery store. 

The legislation would re-
quire that when a grocery 
store is sold and bought, the 
new ownership would keep 
current store employees for 
a 90-day transitional period 
that would allow the exist-
ing employees to demon-
strate their knowledge of the 
business while maintaining 
proper health and sanitary 
standards.  It would also give 
the chance to address griev-
ances with the former or new 
ownership. If the measure is 
passed, then New York City 
would be the one of the first 
major cities on the East Coast 
to take steps that protect the 
health and food employment 
industry. 

“By retaining skilled 
grocery workers to handle 
sensitive items such as our 
produce, poultry and meats, 
we protect the public and the 
communities which these 
stores serve. At the same 
time, this legislation would 
ensure a smooth transition 
in providing a chance for em-
ployees to demonstrate their 
value to the business,” said 
Council Member I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St.Albans), chair-
man of the Committee on 
Civil Service and Labor. 
“The hardworking men and 
women in the grocery indus-
try deserve an opportunity to 
maintain their independence 
and this legislation provides 
them with that opportunity.”

The Grocery Worker Re-

tention Act was sponsored 
by seven city council mem-
bers: Miller; Corey Johnson 
(D-Manhattan); Ben Kallos 
(D-Manhattan); Brad Lander 
(D-Brooklyn); Margaret Chin 
(D-Manhattan); Helen Rosen-
thal (D-Manhattan) and Mark 
Levine (D-Manhattan). 

The measure applies to 
grocery stores or retailers 
with 10,000 square feet or 
more, excluding areas dedi-
cated to storage, loading, 
food preparation or eating. 
Eligible employees must have 
been employed at a given es-
tablishment for six months 
prior to the ownership tran-
sition and have worked an 
averaged a minimum of eight 
hours a week.

“Over 50,000 New Yorkers 
are employed in the grocery 
store industry. They are too 
often denied the basic job 
security that a person needs 
to survive,”  said Johnson, 
chairman of the Council’s 
Committee on Health. “From 
a public health perspective, 
the constant turnover of em-
ployees creates a health risk 
as the proper handling of 
food requires proper training 
and experience. This is why I 
support the Grocery Worker 
Retention Act, which grants 
a transition period to employ-
ees when the ownership of a 
grocery store changes. The 
transition period, in turn, 
will both enhance workers’ 
rights within this industry 
and consequently better food 
regulation compliance.”

The grocery industry, 
which employs over 50,000 
workers throughout the 
five boroughs, is comprised 
roughly of two-thirds immi-
grant workers and is consid-

BY BILL PARRY

Nearly 50 demonstrators 
rallied for the removal of the 
homeless families shelter at 
the Westway Motel in East 
Elmhurst Saturday, a day af-
ter a convicted child molester 
was removed from the facility. 

Shouting “Westway, No 
Way” and carrying posters 
that read “The Westway is not 
the Best Way” the protesters 
demanded the closure of the 
shelter, at 71-11 Astoria Blvd., 
even after the Department of 
Homeless Services announced 
plans for a new policy change.

“DHS takes safety concerns 
in its shelters very seriously,” 
a spokesman said,“and within 
its legal obligation to provide 
shelter to anyone in need is 
moving forward with proposed 
policy changes regarding sex 
offenders in shelters housing 
families with children.” 

No Level 2 or 3 sex offender 
would be placed in shelters 
housing families with chil-
dren; they will be referred to 
the single adult shelter sys-
tem.

James Bryant, 49, was 
moved out of The Westway 
last Friday after his pres-
ence in the shelter set off an 
uproar among Astoria and 
East Elmhurst residents. The 
convicted felon, a Level 2 sex 
offender, had spent 10 years 
in prison for a 2003 sexual as-
sault of a 7-year-old girl, ac-
cording to the state Criminal 
Justice Division, and was tak-
en to an undisclosed location 
after pressure from elected 
officials.

“We really put the squeeze 
on DHS,”  state Sen. Jose Per-
alta (D-East Elmhurst) said. 
“Costa Constantinides, Ara-
vella Simotas and then Joe 
Crowley got involved. We 
jumped on it and in a day and a 
half he was voluntarily trans-
ferred.”

Constantinides is the coun-
cilman from Astoria, Simo-
tas is the assemblywoman for 
the area and Crowley is the 
congressman for that part of 
Queens.

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris’ Astoria office received 
so many phone calls from an-
gry constituents that he joined 
the battle even though the 
Westway Motel is in Peralta’s 
district. “The continuing lack 
of information and transpar-
ency surrounding the West-

way is extremely troubling 
and validates the communi-
ty’s concerns about this loca-
tion from the start,”  Gianaris 
said.

Bryant was moved from 
a shelter in the Bronx to the 
Westway Motel, where DHSw 
has been housing 121 families 
since July.

“It’s unconscionable that a 
convicted violent sex offender 
is living in a residential shel-
ter for families with children,” 
Constantinides said. “The 
Department of Homeless Ser-
vices should not permit a situ-
ation like this. We have lacked 
adequate access to the shelter 
facilities and its management, 
so it came to me as a complete 
surprise that a violent sex of-
fender has been permitted to 
live in this facility.”

The outrage over Bryant’s 
presence at the Westway was 
further compounded by DHS’s 
secrecy on the matter. 

“The administration didn’t 
let us know and that’s the core 
issue of DHS’s continued lack 
of communication from Day 1 
back in July,” Peralta said. “If 
they only communicated with 
us and the community, things 

would go smoother.”
The press secretary for 

DHS confirmed that Bryant 
had been moved out of the 
Westway but could say little 
more.

 “DHS takes safety con-
cerns very seriously and with-
in its legal obligation to pro-
vide shelter to anyone in need 
is currently reviewing policies 
with regard to sex offenders in 
the families with children sys-
tem.”

Astoria and East Elmhurst 
residents had planned on stag-
ing a peaceful protest out-
side the Westway Motel, but 
that was put on hold after the 
transfer. Meanwhile, Constan-
tinides heard from DHS repre-
sentatives Thursday morning.

“The Department of Home-
less Services assured us that 
they will be more sensitive 
when they relocate individu-
als in the future and that they 
will be considerate of the needs 
of our residential neighbor-
hoods,” Constantinides said.

That hardly placated Peral-
ta. “The bottom line is no one 
wants Level 2 offender on our 
streets, so it’s good Bryant is 
gone,” he said. “But DHS is not 
off the hook, not by any means. 
They have to step up to the 
plate and communicate with 
us and the community better, 
and that’s the bottom line.”

The Grocery Worker Retention Act is a new bill introduced to the City 
Council seeking to give a retention period to eligible employees fol-
lowing a change in ownership of a grocery store. 

Protestors call for the closure of the shelter for homeless families at the 
Westway Motel in East Elmhurst.

More ire at Westway
Residents protest after child molester found at shelter

Grocery takeover bill
would protect workers

Continued on Page 49

RELATED STORY 
ON PAGE 18
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
A little girl in a dress with 

her knees turned in carries a 
bulky, bundle of books far too 
large for her, sewn in a square 
quilt with a red trim and taw-
ny background. 

The cotton square told a 
personal story along with the 
dozens of other quilts on dis-
play for the exhibit “Quilting 
Our Personal Expressions” at 
the Jamaica Center for Arts 
and Learning in Jamaica. 

The quilts on display were 
donated by the Quilt-N-Queens 
Quilting Guild, founded by Di-
ane Pryor-Holland, one of sev-
eral African-American women 
from southeast Queens who 
gather every month to sew 
quilts together for different 
events across the city. 

“When I was little, I used to 
go to Gertz Department store, 
which used to be just down the 
block and they had a birthday 
club. If you registered with 
them on your birthday, they 
would give you a free book. 
And that was the most exciting 
thing for me,” said Christine 

Lilly, a member of the guild, 
who has lived in southeast 
Queens for most of her life. 

The Quilt-N-Queens Quilt-
ing Guild has had its work dis-
played at the Elmont Library 
in Long Island and also at the 

Queens Borough President’s 
office under Helen Marshall. 

Another larger quilt is 
displayed in the center of the 
main wall, entwined with 
hues of yellow, gold, and royal 
purple.  This is the quilt that 

all the women in the quilting 
guild sewed together for the 
exhibit. 

“We all come from so many 
different background, but 
when we come together, we be-
come one person. This is more 

meaningful to me than any-
thing I have done in the last 
three years,” Pryor-Holland, 
who founded the guild several 
years ago. 

The “Quilting Our Person-
al Expressions” exhibit is on 
display to celebrate Black His-
tory Month along with African 
artifacts from the private col-
lection of Hazel Louise Woods-
Sanders at the Jamaica Center 
for Arts and Learning. 

“I used to teach quilting 
here at the Jamaica Center for 
Arts and Learning many years 
ago and we started meeting 
here once a month for about 
three hours to quilt. It grew 
so I decided to create a guild. 
We sit and sew, we share ideas 
and techniques,” said Pryor-
Holland. 

The exhibit will be con-
tinue until the Feb. 21st at the 
Jamaica Center for Arts and 
Learning in downtown Ja-
maica.

Quilt-N-Queens is a southeast Queens quilting group of African-American women who expressed their life ex-
periences and stories for an exhibit at the Jamaica Center for Arts and Learning.  Photo by Sadef Kully

Patchwork of personal stories stitched in cotton
Quilt-N-Queens group of women show their art at Black History exhibit in Jamaica

Greetings From

SUMMER CAMP

Samuel Field Y 
Day Camp
718.225.6750 x261 or x264
www.sfysummercamps.org

Camp Open House
Sunday, March 1, 2015

at the Samuel Field Y

I     SFY DAY CAMP
 Low Camper / Staff Ratios
 Customizable Session Options
 Camps for Children with Special 
Needs 
 Elective Programming 
 Extended Hours (AM/PM) 

 Transportation Options 
 Indoor & Outdoor Programs 
 Exciting Trips & Travel Options
 1199, ACD, & HRA Accepted

Sign Up 

NOW

LIMITED TIME ONLY

For 

Discounted Pricing

Our Teen Camp girls 

always stop to smile for a 

pic on the road.

The members of the Junior Camp Art 

Elective show off their gorgeous creations.

Sports Camp shows us the meaning of 
teamwork.

BLACK HISTORY
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from The Bay Terrace!
Happy Valentine’s Day

Welcome to a place fi lled with life, yet removed from the bustle and congestion of the city. A place 

to see a movie with the family, buy your groceries for the week shop for clothes for the kids or 

that special something for yourself. Even mail a package and handle your banking. A place that’s 

right in the neighborhood, fi lled with merchants who still understand that service is more than 

just a word – it’s everything. A special place to meet with family and friends, to have some fun, 

share a moment, and experience the best that The Bay Terrace Shopping Center has to offer.
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

Most Precious Blood School in Long Island City 
is scheduled to be closed in June. This should not 
happen!

The school has been educating neighborhood 
children since 1957. It currently has an enrollment 
of over 300 students ranging from nursery through 
eighth grade. It has never been a financial

drain on either the Parish or the Diocese of 
Brooklyn and currently operates at a profit. It has 
over $500,000 saved to be put towards necessary 
building repairs. A coalition of parents and

alumni are prepared to work together to raise 
whatever additional funds are needed.

So why is the school being closed? Because the 
church building is in dire need of repair. A steel 
brace is actually holding up the south wall which is 
separating from the rest of the structure.

The cost of repair is allegedly $3 million. The 
plan is to close the school l and rent out the build-
ing, using the funds realized to repair the church.

No one in the Parish was consulted about this 
and all rescue plans and even pro-bono repair of-
fers by construction companies have been ignored 
by the powers that be.

We ask all Catholics and, actually, anyone who 
believes in educational diversity to write to Bishop 
Nicholas DiMarzio of the Brooklyn Diocese and ask 
him to stop this totally unfair shutdown and save 
Most Precious Blood School.

Kevin Sullivan
Alumnus
Woodside

PROUD MEMBER OF NEW YORK PRESS ASSOCIATION

BRIAN RICE
Publisher

ROZ LISTON
Editor

KEVIN ZIMMERMAN
News Editor

MICHAEL SHAIN
Photo Editor

JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Sports Editor

RALPH D’ONOFRIO
V.P. of Advertising

ADVERTISING
Senior Account Executive:
Kathy Wenk

Account Executives: 
David Strauss
Sherri Rossi
Suzanne Green
LeBert McBean
Enid Rodriguez

OFFICE MANAGER
Linda Lindenauer

CIRCULATION
Roberto Palacios

CEO:
Les Goodstein

PRESIDENT
Jennifer Goodstein

CLASSIFIED
Classified Director:
Amanda Tarley

Classified Sales 
Manager:
Eugena Pechenaya

EDITORIAL STAFF
Reporters: Bill Parry, 
Madina Toure, Sadef Kully
Photographers: Nat Valentine,
Ellis Kaplan, Norm Harris, 
Maria Lopez, Ken Maldonado, 
Yinghao Luo, Caroll Alvarado, 
William Thomas, Robert Cole
Cartoonist: Tip Sempliner
Contributing Writers/Columnists: 
Bob Harris, Kenneth Kowald, 
Suzanne Parker, Ronald B. 
Hellman, William Lewis, Bob 
Friedrich, Prem Calvin Prashad, 
Laura Rahill

ART & PRODUCTION 
Art Director: Leah Mitch
Layout Manager: 
Yvonne Farley
Designer: Earl Ferrer
Layout: Rod Ivey

Is there no end in sight to the parade of Queens’ 
lawmakers and political operatives who face indict-
ment and then corruption trials that conclude with 
a guilty verdict?  The latest to join the roster of dis-
graced officials are former Democratic state Sen. 
Malcolm Smith from Jamaica and Vincent Tabone, 
once the vice chairman of the Queens Republican 
Party.

 Both were convicted of an outlandish bribery 
scheme that had already brought down former GOP 
Councilman Dan Halloran, who used the powers of 
his northeast Queens office to arrange a $200 million 
caper in a bid to get Smith a Republican berth in the 
2014 mayoral race.

 Tabone and Halloran were bit players in public 
life, but Smith was the Democratic majority leader in 
Albany briefly and part of the powerful triumvirate 
known as “three men in a room.”  He also served in 
other leadership positions.

  Membership in this exclusive club of three can 
be dangerous. Longtime Democratic Assemblyman 
Sheldon Silver just resigned his speaker post after 21 
years because of corruption charges and Sen. Dean 
Skelos, the Republican majority leader, is reportedly 
being investigated by sharp-shooter Preet Bharara, 
the U.S. attorney.

  Even though Silver’s forced departure rocked the 
halls of the capital, little seemed to have changed in 
Albany despite vows from legislators to open the se-
lection of the next speaker to public scrutiny.  As the 
closed door negotiations intensifed, the Feb. 10 vote 
was rolled back to Feb. 1 and Cathy Nolan of Ridge-
wood, who has a strong record in the Assembly after 
serving 30 years, finally dropped out of the race.

 The all-boys’ band was playing a familiar tune 
and Nolan couldn’t muster the support of the Queens 
Democratic Party chorus. If elected, she would have 
been the first woman speaker.

  But history was made with the victory by the 
Bronx’s Carl Heastie, the first black to hold the post, 
who has promised to enact serious reforms in the 
troubled legislature.

  Cuomo, who shut down the Moreland Commis-
sion that was investigating ethics breeches in Al-
bany, has threatened to veto the state budget unless 
reforms are passed.

  Back in southern Queens, Councilman Ruben 
Wills was indicted again on charges of filing false 
reports and former Dem District Leader Albert 
Baldeo was sentenced to 18 months for witness tam-
pering. Assemblyman William Scarborough has 
been charged with fudging on his per diem travel 
expenses.

 We hope it’s no longer business as usual in 
Queens. But the question remains: Who’s next?

WHO’S NEXT?

Help us save Most Precious Blood
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READERS WRITE

In the Jan. 30 issue of 
the TimesLedger Newspa-
pers the cartoon about the 
MTA’s decision to keep the 
No. 7 training running on 

Lunar New Year contained 
an error.  The 7 terminates 
at the Port Authority, not 
Penn Station.

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens 
Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

In 64 countries GMOs (genetically 
modified organisms) must be listed on 
food products. But not in the U.S. Com-
panies like Monsanto, Dupont, Cargill, 
Dow, Bayer, BASF and others have 
put up nearly $25 million to defeat the 
GMO labeling initiative. Why? 

Republicans are also against la-
beling, because genetically modified 
meat grows faster, is cheaper, makes 
more large-scale meat production and 
produces more profit. This is good for 
business, not health. However, Demo-
crats would want more regulation 
(something Republicans are against) 
to make sure the geneticists and com-
panies are not cutting corners and pro-
viding shoddy and possibly even dan-
gerous or fatal meat products. 

High fructose corn syrup is in ev-
erything! One in two children will 
develop diabetes. Just a coincidence? 
Don’t you believe it. Sixty-four coun-

tries — yes. U.S. — no. Pathetic. 
The middle-class and the poor can’t 

afford organic, so they’re forced to eat 
the cheapest product. The vanishing 
middle-class family in America earns 
$51,000 a year. And the average family 
that makes that, even with no car pay-
ment, no cable TV, no vacation and no 
money even for a pet are still $50 in the 
red at the end of every month. The Re-
publican answer to that is “that’s the 
new normal.” It shouldn’t be.

  The American middle class that 
was created after World War II thrived 
because of one tool — (that evil word) 
Socialism. The government taxed the 
rich up to 90 percent. And massively 
“redistributed” that money through 
the G.I. Bill, so that more than half the 
population benefitted from free college, 
free job training, cheap mortgages and 
much more. Republicans and Demo-
crats can debate whether that’s a good 

thing or a bad thing to go back to. But 
what is beyond debate is the fact that 
the ‘50s and ‘60s were the era of social-
ism in America. A house cost only two 
years’ salary. A family needed only 
one bread winner. A family could af-
ford college for their kids. And unions 
in America were strong. Republicans 
are destroying unions. 

You know what would help Ameri-
cans who need it the most? More tax 
credits for families and the working 
poor. Two years of free community col-
lege, to help people who can’t afford it 
get out of poverty. Hammering over-
seas corporate profits and raising tax-
es on the super-rich.  Reversing seques-
tration (spending cuts) that was forced 
upon Americans by the GOP. Boosting 
funding for two Wall Street regulators 
to prevent another economic collapse 
and taxpayer bailout. And spending 
money to repair roads and bridges, 

which would provide thousands of jobs 
while repairing the country’s infra-
structure. 

Why won’t our politicians wait? All 
those things are in President Obama’s 
budget, which will be voted down by 
patriotic Republicans. Typical. But I 
guess all will be well if Chris Christie 
is elected president. New Jersey ranks 
49th in job creation. Employee pen-
sions are a disaster and the state has 
been downgraded eight times already 
by S&P. But have faith, Christie will 
be able to declare in a loud voice that 
all those who don’t agree with him can 
“sit down and shut up.”

Robert LaRosa
Whitestone

Queens is not East Manhattan

GOP does not invite middle class to its party

Correction

For far too long, the bor-
oughs of Queens, Brooklyn, 
the Bronx, and Staten Island 
have been denigrated as the 
“outer boroughs” of New York 
City.  The media, the politi-
cians and even the residents 
refer to these areas as outer 
parts of our great city.  We are, 
in fact, not satellites, but all 
part of our great city.  When 
one goes to Manhattan from 
any of these four boroughs, 
we should not say, “I am go-
ing to the city” because we are 
already in the city.  We should 
just be saying, “I am going to 
Manhattan”.

This division manifests it-
self in many ways.  When im-
portant hearings are held deal-
ing with land use and other 
issues, local residents have to 
trek to Manhattan to express 
their opinions.  The City Plan-
ning Commission, the Board 
of Standards and Appeals, and 
the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission all operate from 
downtown Manhattan.  This 
makes it difficult for residents 
of the four non-Manhattan bor-

oughs to appear to testify on 
matters that affect the quality 
of life in their neighborhoods.  
Why can’t these agencies come 
to the four other boroughs on 
a regular basis and hold hear-
ings dealing with each bor-
ough’s issues, at a time con-
venient for any resident who 
chooses to appear and testify 
at such hearings?

And why don’t we see our 
citywide elected officials and 
agency heads coming to all of 
the boroughs to listen to the 
taxpayers who pay their sala-
ries?  I know that when the 
mayor makes an appearance 
in Queens, it is viewed as a 
great occasion, something out 
of the ordinary.  This applies 
not only to our current mayor, 
but to all of the mayors of the 
past.

We need to see the citywide 
elected people and agency 
heads on a regular basis, not 
just at election time or at some 
grand event.  I would strongly 
suggest that the leaders appear 
in each of the five boroughs at 
least once a month to listen to 
the residents and their con-

cerns.  We are concerned about 
education, transportation, 
housing issues, crime preven-
tion, health care, the environ-
ment, taxes, utility rates and 
all aspects of community life.  
These leaders should come to 
a civic or community organi-
zation meeting.   I am sure that 
arrangements can be made so 
that these people can appear 
in almost all parts of all the 
boroughs over the course of 
the year.

 Recently, Schools Chancel-
lor Carmen Farina came to 
Little Neck, but was only able 
to stay one hour to listen to and 
answer questions regarding 
residents’ concerns about our 
local schools.  Her appearance 
was most welcome.  I am sure 
that citywide elected officials 
and agency heads would be 
welcome no matter what part 
of the city they would visit.  So 
I would urge them to venture 
out of downtown Manhattan 
and meet the locals. 

We are friendly and don’t 
bite!

Henry Euler
Bayside

Just a reminder that the temperatures were briefly warm enough 
for the canners to make a comeback in northeast Queens. This col-
lector is working 48th Avenue just off Bell Boulevard.  

Photo by Steve Vazquez

SNOW GOING
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I
n conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical 
Society, the Times–Ledger 
newspaper presents note-

worthy events in the borough’s 
history 

Born in Brooklyn on Feb. 
12, 1918, Samuel J. LeFrak 
was a New York real estate 
tycoon best known for afford-
able, mass-produced apart-
ment housing exemplified by 
LeFrak City in Queens. He 
was CEO of the LeFrak Orga-
nization, which also developed 
Battery Park and the Newport 
neighborhood of Jersey City, 
N.J.  In his later years, the 
entrepreneurial LeFrak also 
branched out into such ven-
tures as oil and gas drilling 
and the music recording busi-
ness. He and his wife Ethel 
had four children, and their 
son Richard is currently CEO 
of the family business.

Samuel LeFrak had the 
construction industry in his 
genes and running through 
his veins. The LeFrak Orga-
nization, which the future 

real estate mogul would one 
day run, was founded by his 
grandfather in 1883 in France. 
Joking about the business he 
entered at age 8, when he car-
ried buckets of nails at work 
sites, he liked to say “if you cut 
my veins, you’ll get cement!’’ 

The hard-charging Le-
Frak’s rise through the indus-
try ranks was swift. The young 
builder managed his first proj-
ect, an apartment complex in 
Brooklyn, as a 20-year-old stu-
dent at the University of Mary-
land. After college, son joined 
father in the family business, 
at first managing construc-
tion of military camps and 
housing for a nation that found 
itself at war. It was in the post-
war years, however, that Sam 
LeFrak would leave an indel-
ible mark on the city he called 

home for 85 years.
Assuming the reins of the 

LeFrak Organization in 1948, 
the Brooklyn native developed 
a reputation for shrewd, tena-
cious negotiation and his mis-
sion to build affordable rental 
housing for New Yorkers. He 
once noted that it took him 
four years in the 1960s to nego-
tiate with the William Waldorf 
Astor estate before settling on 
a price for the 40 acres that 
became his signature Lefrak 
City development. Under Sam 
LeFrak’s leadership, the com-
pany put up some 150,000 rental 
units in the metropolitan area 
and pioneered development in 
the then desolate Jersey City 
waterfront and in Battery 
Park, a major landfill project 
that began in the 1970s.

The typical LeFrak rental 

unit in the boroughs was a two-
bedroom, two-bath affair with 
a sunken living room and rent 
within reach of the average, 
middle class family. The devel-
oper aggressively snapped up 
reasonably priced land, select-
ing locations based on his four 
S principle: property should 
be safe and close to subways, 
schools and shopping. LeFrak 
buildings were ahead of their 
time in boasting such security 
features as elevator cameras, 
and LeFrak City even had a 60-
man security force.

Always on the lookout for 
new opportunities, Sam Le-
Frak branched out into the 
music business in the 1970s, 
founding a recording label 
called The Entertainment 
Company. The venture worked 
with artists including Dolly 
Parton, Glen Campbell and 
Diana Ross before breaking 
up in 1984. Among other in-
terests, the tycoon amassed 
a considerable art collection 
of paintings by Renoir, Mo-
net, Picasso and others, and 

once financed an expedition 
to search for Noah’s Ark in 
Turkey. LeFrak was also a 
generous philanthropist, with 
buildings bearing his name at 
Queens College and Amherst 
College in Massachusetts, as 
well as an art gallery at the 
Guggenheim Museum.

Samuel LeFrak died April 
16, 2003 and is buried in Mt. 
Hebron Cemetery in Flushing. 
He left behind a formidable 
legacy of affordable housing, 
pioneering real estate devel-
opment and philanthropy for 
generations of New Yorkers. 
Looking back on a storied ca-
reer, LeFrak reflected, ‘’I gave 
the people what they wanted, 
at a price they could afford to 
pay,’’ he said. ‘’I took them out 
of public housing, out of the 
ghettos. I was the only one who 
put my name to it. I wasn’t hid-
ing behind a ‘Realty.’ ‘’ 

For further information, 
call the Greater Astoria His-
torical Society at 718-278-0700. 
Visit our website at www.asto-
rialic.org.

A 
newly announced 
roadmap, created in 
partnership with the 
Mayor’s Fund to Ad-

vance New York City, stands to 
improve the delivery of mental 
health services across all city 
agencies.  The necessity of 
breaking out of outmoded in-
stitutional models has become 
more apparent in recent years, 
with a swelling immigrant 
population and a staggering 
increase in homelessness, 
many of whom suffer from un-
diagnosed mental illnesses.  In 
addition, cultural norms and 
taboos inhibit individuals and 
families in immigrant com-
munities from receiving help 
in conventional, structured 
settings.

Recently, public health 
advocates and officials have 
stressed the necessity of early 
intervention, namely meeting 

those in need of help where 
they are rather than a focus on 
institutionalizing individuals.   
This means avoiding the rout-
ing of the mentally ill to hospi-
tals, jails or inevitable home-
lessness.  Institutionalizing 
the mentally ill in hospitals 
and asylums overwhelmed the 
government, which led to the 
downsizing and shuttering of 
many psychiatric facilities.  
That, however, left a gap in 
services for severely mentally 
ill patients. 

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control, the Unit-
ed States spends the most on 
mental health services for the 
poorest return on outcomes.  
The solutions for these gaps is 
the subject of intense debate, 
though there appears to be a 
consensus among policy pro-
fessionals that the systems 
in which mental health ser-
vices are delivered need to 
be streamlined with smarter 
decision-making and a focus 
on improving outcomes.

Mental health issues place 
a substantial burden on New 
Yorkers, with anxiety (afflict-
ing an estimated 18 percent of 
the population), depression (7 

percent) and substance abuse 
disorders (8.2 percent) being 
the most common afflictions, 
based on statistics given by 
first lady Chirlane Cray at a 
recent conference.

 While increased aware-
ness is assisting the diagno-
sis and accounting for these 
disorders, former NYC Health 
Commissioner and current 
CDC head Dr. Thomas Freidan 
has noted that better informa-
tion does not always lead to 
better outcomes;  people are 
made better due to wide access 
to mental health services.

In a speech to the Punish-
ment to Public Health con-
ference Jan. 28 at Brooklyn 
Borough Hall, McCray, in an-
nouncing this citywide mental 
health initiative, related her 
own experience dealing with 
her daughter’s mental health 
issues, first made public short-
ly before Mayor de Blasio took 
office.  She  described the un-
certainty in finding help for 
these problems, which arose 
in an otherwise well-adjusted 
individual.

The Mayor’s Fund for New 
York City, chaired by McCray, 
provides funding to projects 

that benefit the general wel-
fare of New Yorkers. The an-
nounced initiative will locate 
ways that community-based 
organizations and city agen-
cies can work together to sup-
port mental health services 
for New Yorkers, as well as 
guide the Health Department 
in coordinating with other 
city agencies to affect health 
in all policies. The fund plans 
to release the roadmap by this 
summer, a time frame nota-
bly shorter than conventional 
initiatives to enhance similar 
services.  

A renewed focus on the 
community’s role in mental 
health awareness and advo-
cacy is paramount.  Especially 
among immigrant commu-
nities, matters of substance 
abuse and gambling addic-
tions are regarded as deeply 
shameful personal failures.  
This reticence prevents those 
individuals from seeking help 
in conventional settings, such 
as group therapy (such as 
Alcoholics Anonymous) or a 
structured relationship with 
a therapist.  The consequences 
are dire.  For instance, last 
year ended with a string of vio-

lent domestic incidents in the 
Flushing area allegedly stem-
ming from financial and men-
tal health issues that devolved 
into a personal crisis.

Housing mental health ser-
vices under the same roof as 
medical services, is one possi-
ble solution to increase access 
and has had successful imple-
mentation in neighborhoods 
such as Chinatown.  This same 
door approach encourages in-
dividuals to rethink mental 
illness as a medical issue and 
allays some of the stigma and 
personal inadequacy associ-
ated with seeking treatment. 

It is exceptionally impor-
tant the city work to increase 
cultural competency and tailor 
services to meet diverse needs 
in a diverse city.  While work-
ing to break down fear, stigma 
and traditional attitudes, more 
funding for mental health cri-
sis counseling and enabling 
outreach through schools, 
employers and community or-
ganizations is necessary to en-
hancing support for Queens’ 
immigrant communities and 
prevent self-harm and domes-
tic violence.

COLUMNS

Samuel LeFrak created more than affordable housing

Mental health help is not one size fi ts all 

New Voices

n
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CALL 1 800 CAN LEARN
®

HuntingtonHelps.com

For over 37 years, Huntington’s highly trained 
tutors have given students the skills, con idence, 
and motivation needed to get back on the right 
track.

• Programs tailored to address each student’s 
needs

• Highly trained tutors work individually with 
students

Since 1977, Huntington has helped improve 
skills, confidence and grades.

Huntington is accredited by Middle States Association 

Huntington Tutoring Programs, CALL NOW!

ACADEMIC SKILLS

K-12 
Reading • Writing • Math 
Study Skills • Spelling 
Vocabulary • Phonics

SUBJECT TUTORING

MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE 
Pre-Algebra • Algebra 
Geometry • Trigonometry 
Pre-Calculus • Calculus 
Earth Science • Biology 
Chemistry • Physics

EXAM PREP

SAT • PSAT/NMSQT • ACT 
Advanced  Placement (AP)* 
State Tests • GED • ASVAB 
ISEE • SSAT • Regents • ELA  
TACHS • HCHS • SHSAT  

©2014 Huntington Mark, LLC.  Independently Owned 
and Operated. *SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are 
registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/
NMSQT is a registered trademark of the College Board 
and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. ACT is a 
registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these entities 
were involved in the production of, and do not endorse, 
this program. **Offer valid for Academic Evaluation or 
Tuition, new students only. Not valid with any other 
offer.   HPA101-FLS(2/15)

SAVE $100**

WHEN YOU CALL TODAY!  

TIRED OF FIGHTING 
OVER GRADES? 
HUNTINGTON 
CAN HELP.

Flushing

35-30 Francis Lewis Blvd. Flushing, NY 11358
718-358-7900

Christ the King Trains Future Forensic Scientists

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college 
preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students 
from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. 
The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, 
Vice Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., 
Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, 
President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

 Christ the King High School’s Forensic Science class participated in Locard’s 

Principle Activity, where students spent a day wearing white t-shirts, then 

performing forensic tests and analysis. The Locard Principle applies the theory 

that anytime two objects come into contact, there is always a transfer of evidence 

from one object to another.

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed
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A Queens man has been charged 
with making graffiti nearly 20 times in 
the Richmond Hill neighborhood. 

The man, identified as Mohamed 
Rasul, 24, was arrested and charged 
with criminal mischief and making 
graffiti 18 different times throughout 
Richmond Hill, mostly on Liberty Av-
enue, from Nov. 16 through Feb. 6, ac-
cording to a spokeswoman for Queens 
District Attorney Richard Brown.

In one incident, Rasul’s girlfriend 
allegedly saw the word “Sonik” spray-
painted in blue spray paint on the door 
of a private garage on 111-51 116th St. 
as well as on the brick wall adjoining 
the garage between Nov. 16 at 3:10 p.m. 
and Nov. 17 at 2 p.m., according to the 
criminal complaint filed by the DA.

In another incident, a woman al-
legedly made a similar discovery on a 
wall of a commercial business on 125-
01 Liberty Ave. between Nov. 17 at 12:01 
a.m. and Feb. 6 at 2:40 p.m., according 
to another criminal complaint. 

Rasul allegedly confessed to the 
crime, according to the criminal com-
plaints, saying he was drunk and mad 
at his girlfriend when he did the graf-
fiti.

But his lawyer, Eugene Sarchiapone, 
a senior attorney at Legal Aid Society, 
said Rasul pleaded not guilty and there 
was nothing in his background to indi-
cate he would be capable of the graffiti 
incidents.

“We’re not saying he did it,” Sar-
chiapone said. “He pled not guilty. 
If the charges turn out to be true, it 
would be an aberration because he’s 
24. He’s never been charged with this 
kind of offenses before.”

The Queens DA adjourned the case 
to April 7 because the office did not 
have the 18 affidavits they needed from 

property owners to proceed with the 
charges, Sarchiapone said. Rasul was 
at the Kew Gardens Criminal Court 
Wednesday and made bail. 

In December, Rasul was arrested 
for allegedly slashing the front tire 
of the vehicle of his mother, Mala Ra-
sul, with a knife, according to another 
criminal complaint. He is getting 
an adjournment in contemplation of 
dismissal that is slated to go into ef-
fect July 6, according to a Queens DA 
spokeswoman. 

In 2009, he was charged with rape 
and forcible touching, another com-
plaint said. He pleaded guilty to sexual 
misconduct and was sentenced to six 
months to one year in jail, the Queens 
DA spokeswoman said. 

— Madina Toure

A South Ozone Park immigrants’ 
rights organizer was among a group 
of activists who met with President 
Obama at the White House Feb. 4. 

Rishi Singh, 29, of DRUM - South 
Asian Organizing Center in Jackson 
Heights-- met with the president and 
affirmed the importance of relief pro-
grams such as Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals and Deferred Ac-
tion for Parents. He also pushed for 
relief for those who are currently ex-
cluded from the president’s executive 
action on immigration.

“Over 6 million undocumented 
immigrants are excluded from the 
program, including those from the 
LGBTQ communities and those with 
prior criminal records,” Singh told the 
president. The Hunter College gradu-
ate was joined by five other activists in 
the Oval Office to promote Obama’s ex-
ecutive actions on immigration while 

pressing for more.
As a former undocumented high 

school student and later a DACA recip-
ient, Singh voiced the struggles of all 
undocumented youth. “We know the 
work is not done,” he said. “We fought 
to get the most recent executive action 
and will continue to fight so all of our 
people are able to come out of the shad-
ows and continue to live and work in 
dignity.”

Singh, originally from Trinidad, 
has been an organizer with DRUM for 
the last 12 years where he has led the 
campaign for Administrative Relief 
for undocumented immigrants for the 
last year and a half. He called his meet-
ing with the president part of a broader 
struggle.

 “This is a testament to the power of 
organizing and our ability to win real 
change that will benefit the lives of our 
community,” he said.

A Queens man allegedly spray paint-
ed his tag name nearly 20 times in 
the Richmond Hill neighborhood. 

Courtesy of 106th Pct Twitter

S. Ozone Park activist meets Obama

Tagger arrested: DA

Currently, in the United States, 
standardized testing plays a major 
role in public schools. Your child 
could take more than one standard-
ized test during a school year and 
teachers may spend classroom time 
preparing students for upcoming 
tests. On a daily basis, parents can 
support their child before, during 
and after these tests in various ways 
that will help their child be more pre-
pared on test day. 

BEFORE THE TEST - As a par-
ent you need to be prepared before 
the test. Most schools will send home 
information in advance of the test 
about testing schedules and prepa-
ration plans. That includes, what 
the test is, what it will measure, and 
how the results will be analyzed and 
used. Check with your school to see 
if standardized tests results are used 
for placement in classes for the fol-
lowing school year. Here are steps 
you can take to prepare your child:

that are difficult.  Workbooks tar-
get test prep by offering practice ex-
ercises and questions similar to the 
ones on the test. 

you think they might have any anxi-
ety. Standardized testing is a reality 
that children are forced to deal with. 

-
ing the test.

you have concerns.   Difficulty with 
standardized tests could be the symp-
tom of a problem. Huntington Learn-
ing Centers offer academic evalua-
tions that helps identify the areas 
causing a child trouble and can help 
to prepare for standardized tests.

ON TEST DAY - “It is impera-
tive that your child gets a good 

eats a healthy breakfast.  This en-
sures your child can work to their 
maximum potential,” says Eileen 
Huntington of Huntington Learning 
Center.  Huntington suggest the fol-
lowing test taking tactics.  Here is a 
list of test taking strategies students 
can use to answer questions:

Read 
the entire question first to make sure 

With reading passage questions, read 
the questions first to guide reading.

 Identify 
key words in the question, such as 

that will guide you towards choosing 
the correct answer.

-
 

After reading the question, stop and 
think about the answer before read-
ing all the possible answers. Then 
eliminate the unlikely answer choices 
and identify the correct answer.

 Answer the questions you 
know, skip the challenging ones, and 
then they go back and answer the 
skipped questions.

 When 
-

tion, make an educated guess, unless 
-

cated guesses are made by eliminat-
ing the incorrect choices; apply what 
you know on the particular topic, 
and then picking the best answer 
choice that remains. 

 

answer is probably right. Unless you 
are certain that the first answer was 

 Budget time 
wisely so you can finish the test.  

one question.

question.
AFTER THE TEST - Assess-

ments vary from test to test, but the 
test scores should include informa-
tion that helps you interpret the re-

if you have any questions about the 
test results. Usually, the results are 
made available to both parents and 
teachers.   Remember that standard-
ized tests cannot measure the sum 

only one assessment tool designed to 
measure a certain set of skills. 

Lower than expected test results 
on standardized tests might indicate 

get help sooner rather than later. Hun-

with your child individually, at his or 
her own pace, to master each skill be-
fore moving on to more difficult tasks 
and more advanced learning.

Huntington is the tutoring and 
test prep leader. Its certified tutors 
provide individualized instruction 
in reading, phonics, writing, study 
skills, elementary and middle school 
math, Algebra through Calculus, 
Chemistry, and other sciences. It 
preps for the SAT and ACT, as well as 
state and standardized exams. Hun-
tington programs develop the skills, 
confidence, and motivation to help 
students succeed and meet the needs 
of Common Core State Standards. 

-
sion is to give every student the best 
education possible. 

Learn how Huntington can help 
at www.huntingtonhelps.com.

For franchise opportunities 
please visit www.huntingtonfran-
chise.com.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Preparing your student for 
standardized testing
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 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with LiteRise®
 Décor® with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
 Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A new investigative report 
revealed that four known sex 
offenders are currently stay-
ing in homeless family shelters 
in Queens, and almost a dozen 
sex offenders are housed in 
family shelters across the city. 

U.S. State Sens. Jeff Klein 
(D-Bronx) and Leroy Comrie 
(D-Hollis) held a press confer-
ence outside of the Lincoln At-
lantic Motel, a family shelter 
in Jamaica off the Van Wyck 
Expressway, to announce that 
a sex offender surrounded by 
at-risk families currently lived 
in the shelter. Lincoln Atlantic 
Motel is one of the 21 homeless 
shelters in Queens and a total 
of 150 homeless shelters within 
the city. 

The first investigative re-
port was released in 2007 by 
Klein. Since then 35 sex offend-
ers have assaulted women and 
children, are living in home-
less family shelters within the 
five boroughs, according to 
the new 2015 report “Uncover-
ing  Sex Offenders In Family 
Homeless Shelters.” Both re-
ports were prepared by Klein 
and Assemblyman Matthew 

Titione (D-Staten Island.).
According to the report, 

there are sex offenders cur-
rently living at the following 
family shelters in Queens: 
Lincoln Atlantic on 90-35 Van 
Wyck Expressway, Belt Park 
Family Center on 153-90 Rock-
away Boulevard and Park 
Family Residence on 154-00 
Rockaway Boulevard. 

A month ago, Klein dis-
covered that James Bryant, a 
level-two sex offender who was 
removed from a Bronx shelter, 
had been relocated to a fam-
ily shelter in Astoria by the 
city’s Department of Homeless 
Services. Last week, Bryant 
was forced out of the Westway 
shelter in East Elmhurst after 
community members discov-
ered a Level 2 sex offender was 
living there and protested. 
Bryant had been convicted of 
sexually assaulting a 7-year-
old child in 2003 and spent 10 
years in prison. 

“The city’s most vulnerable 
families shouldn’t have to wor-
ry that their next door neigh-
bor is a sex predator,” Klein 
said. “These known sex offend-
ers who have been convicted 
of preying on children - some 

as young as 5 and 7-years-old  
- must be housed elsewhere 
to protect these families who 
are trying to get back on their 
feet. If the city’s Department of 
Homeless Services refuses to 
protect these youngsters, we 
will do so through state.” 

Last week, the Senate 
unanimously passed Klein’s 
proposed legislation that pro-
hibits Level 2 and 3 sex offend-

ers from being housed in shel-
ters with women and children. 
The bill would amend the 
current social services law, 
which allows sex offenders to 
live in any shelter because city 
and state officials, such as the 
city’s Department of Homeless 
Services, are not allowed to di-
vulge information on any resi-
dents to shelters.

The placement of residents 

at shelters are mostly based on 
referrals from DHS, according 
to the Department of Homeless 
Services website.  

“Clearly these miscreants 
who have harmed children 
should never be allowed into 
family shelters. The city must 
protect our most vulnerable by 
ensuring shelters are safe and 
not create more horrifying 
and stressful situations when 
families are trying to reshape 
their lives,” Comrie said. “The 
Department of Homeless Ser-
vices must make certain that 
sex offenders cannot be housed 
in places they pose a threat to 
innocent people, especially 
children. I will work with my 
colleagues in state govern-
ment to help ensure that fami-
lies already suffering with the 
burden of homelessness, are 
more aptly protected.”

Recent statistics from the 
Coalition for the Homeless, a 
nonprofit that has provided 
services for New Yorkers in 
need since 1981, showed that 
New York’s homeless popula-
tion has reached a record level 
high, an estimated 60,000 men, 
women, and children. 

State Sens. Jeffrey Klein and Leroy Comrie stand in front the Lincoln 
Atlantic family shelter, off the Van Wyck Expressway, to announce a new 
report that revealed 35 sex offenders have resided within family shelter 
across the city.  Photo by Sadef Kully

Sex offenders live in four boro shelters: Klein  

 The Magic of 
Bill Blagg Live

Even the most skeptical 
audience will have to think 
twice about believing 
what they see when they 
watch the magic of Bill 
Blagg. A spellbinding stage 
performer, Blagg has 
thrilled and flabbergasted 
scores of people with his 
incredible illusions. No 
cards, no rabbits – just 
fresh, lively, cutting-edge 
magic. Buy your tickets 
early, because if you blink, 
they’re sure to vanish! 
February 21, 2015 
Saturday at 2 pm & 8 pm 
Tickets: $30  
Member price: $27 
Rear Seating: $25  
Special: 4 for $99 
(Use code FAMILY4) 

Box Office: 718.760.0064 
www.queenstheatre.org
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8 HICKS LANE GREAT NECK, NY, 11024
516.466.5959

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM & FACEBOOK
UNDER: WEARHOUSEHICKSLANE 

WWW.WEARHOUSEHICKLANE.COM

The best kept secret 
on Long Island...

DESIGNER LABELS AT DISCOUNT PRICES 

 
Did you know there is more than $150 billion each year in loans, 

grants, and work-study programs that can help you and your family 
pay for college? 

 
You can access this money by completing the  

Free Application for Federal  Student  Aid (FAFSA) 
 

Complete your FAFSA with the Y!  
 

Locations in Manhattan, Queens, Brooklyn 
and The Bronx  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
 
VISIT: WWW.YMCANYC.ORG/FAFSA  
 
 EMAIL: FAFSA@YMCANYC.ORG  
 

We  provide: 
�� On-site Trained Professionals to help complete the FAFSA  
�� Additional support after you complete the FAFSA 
�� Free Metrocards  

Supported by 

NEED MONEY FOR COLLEGE? 

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 30 YEARS

ACHOO...........FLU
OUCH!...STITCHES
WHOOPS....X-RAY

191-20 Northern Blvd.
Bayside, NY 11358

718-224-8855
Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm

Sat. & Sun. 8am-7pm

82-17 Woodhaven Blvd.
Glendale, NY 11385

718-805-9581
Mon.-Fri. 9am-7pm

Sat. & Sun. 9am-3pm



TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 13–19, 201520    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

MIDDLE VILLAGE

PREPARATORY CHARTER SCHOOL

Applications will be available

online February 27th, 2015

Preference given to students living in District 24

Middle Village Preparatory
Charter School
PO Box 790224
Middle Village, NY, 11379

Charter Schools are 
Non-Traditional Public Schools
Charter Schools Help Students Achieve
Charter Schools Give Parents a Choice
Charter Schools Have the Freedom
to Teach in an Innovative Environment
Charter Schools Serve All Students

info@middlevillageprep.org

middlevillageprep.org

Robotics

Earth Day
  All applications for incoming 6th Grade

     students are due by April 1st, 2015

       Preference given to students living in District 24
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Q67

All Faith Cemetery
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Toys R Us
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SINCE 1953

THE FINEST & OLDEST CHINESE RESTAURANT IN QUEENS

Celebrate Chinese 
New Year! The Year of the 

Sheep 4713

JOIN US IN Friday, February 20
Starts 8pm – Midnight

Saturday, February 21
Starts 8pm – Midnight

   Our regular menu is also available in the China Room

King Yum Enjoy our 
exotic drinks 
in our cocktail 

lounge

NEW YEAR’S 

BANQUET DINNER
with a 

DRAGON DANCE
& DJ Music for Dancing

$2995
per person
+ tax & tip
Call for reservations
Minimum 4 persons per party
Deposit Required

  Sun–Thurs: 12noon – 9:30pm,  Fri: 12noon–Midnight,  Sat: 12noon–11:30pm

FLIP

Advertise your  
Clinical Studies in  

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in 

Classifieds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE 

OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537
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BY BILL PARRY

Astoria’s Q.E.D. per-
formance space, which 
has hosted several Sat-
urday Night Live stars 
and other stand-up come-
dians since opening last 
fall, is about to give new 
meaning to “bookings.” 
Owner Kambri Crews 
is teaming up with Lexi 
Beach and the Astoria 
Bookshop to bring more 
books and literary events 
to the growing artistic 
community

The new partnership 
will give Q.E.D. the op-
portunity to provide 
books from local writ-
ers as well as authors 
who take part in read-
ings and signings at the 
club as a “pop-up” shop 
of the Astoria Bookshop, 
the only general inter-
est bookstore in western 
Queens.

“I’m excited to pro-
vide an avenue to intro-
duce books to readers,” 
Crews said. “In the short 
time we’ve been open, 
Q.E.D. has hosted dozens 
of published authors and 
emerging artists. Selling 
their books and provid-
ing books on their craft 
is yet another way we 
can support their artis-
tic endeavors.”

The name Q.E.D. is 
an abbreviation of the 
Latin phrase “quod erat 
demonstradum” which 
translates to “that which 
was demonstrated.” The 
1,200-square-foot space 
in a former soccer club 
at 27-16 23rd Ave., hosts 
classes, comedy shows 
and guest lecturers.

“It’s a comedy club, a 
learning annex, a com-
munity center and a per-
formance space all rolled 
into one,” Crews said. “I 
call it an afterschool for 
adults.” As the author of 
the memoir “Burn Down 
The Ground,” her story 
about growing up with 
deaf parents. Crews said 
she has a vested interest 
in cultivating the literary 
scene in the borough. 

In the 18 months 
since opening, The As-
toria Bookshop, at 31-29 
31st St., has found a loyal 
community of local read-
ers, writers and storytell-

ers. Owner Lexi Beach is 
an avid supporter of live 
entertainment and the 
arts as well as the writ-
ten word.

“I’m thrilled to be 
partnering with Q.E.D. 
in creating a new space 
for people to find great 
books right here in As-
toria,” she said. “And by 
co-hosting author read-
ings on their stage, we’ll 
be able to bring even 
more great books to the 
neighborhood.”

In addition to boast-
ing a carefully curated 
inventory of literature, 
the Astoria Bookshop 
hosts and sponsors a 
broad variety of events 
such as author readings, 
children’s story time, 
writing classes, reading 
series and open-mic sto-
rytelling. 

Meanwhile, a sepa-
rate literary event will 
be held Thursday, Feb. 
19, at the Sunnyside Com-
munity Center at 43-31 
39th St. Atticus Lish and 
Akhil Sharma will read 
and discuss their criti-
cally acclaimed novels, 
both set in and around 
Queens. Sharma’s “Fam-
ily Life” was named one 
of the Ten Best Books 
of 2014 by the New York 
Times Book Review and 
Lish’s “Preparation for 
the Next Life” was called 
“perhaps the finest and 
most unsentimental love 
story of the new decade,” 
by The New York Times.

Bill Cheng, another 
celebrated Queens au-
thor of “Southern Cross 
the Dog,” will moderate 
the free event that starts 
at 7 p.m.

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

Lit scene gets boost
from Astoria venue
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myNYCB.com • (877) 786-6560

FLEXIBLE IN-BRANCH PENALTY-FREE WITHDRAWALS2 
 

Minimum to open is $2,500
Minimum balance to earn the stated  APY is $2,500 

Strengthen Your Savings 
with a Great Rate.

NYCB
Liquid CD

0.71APY1

%
7-MONTH CD

1.01APY1

%
14-MONTH CD

The Q.E.D. performance 
space is partnering with the 
Astoria Bookshop to culti-
vate the literary scene. 

Photo courtesy Kambri Crews
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

The seniors at Belle Harbor 
Manor, an assisted-living facil-
ity in Rockaway, owed debt in-
curred after Hurricane Sandy, 
but their obligations have been 
canceled by the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency. 

The debts were incurred 
due to an administrative er-
ror associated with FEMA’s 
response to Hurricane Sandy 
victims and survivors in 2012. 

“I would like to thank the 
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency’s considerate 
and timely cancellation of the 
debts of 30 residents at Belle 
Harbor Manor, many of whom 
are disabled senior citizens,” 
said U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica). “The effort to re-
build from Superstorm Sandy 
is still ongoing in many com-
munities across New York 
City.  Actions, like these taken 
by [FEMA Administrator 
Craig Fugate], place healing 
our community first and help 
victims put the nightmare 

of Superstorm Sandy behind 
them forever.”

Last year, Meeks led a bi-
partisan effort that called 
upon Fugate to cancel these 
debts. 

At that time, FEMA said 
2 percent of Sandy survivors 
who received financial assis-
tance were sent notices ask-
ing them to return the money 
because they had received 
funds they were not entitled to 
through fraud and accounting 
mistakes. The agency estimat-
ed the collective $23 million 
debt incurred represents about 
2 percent of money dispensed 
in the wake of the hurricane.

“In order to prevent future 
victims of natural disasters 
from facing similar circum-
stances, I am working in a bi-
partisan, bicameral manner 
to draft legislation that would 
make sure that hardworking 
Americans are not victimized 
by the disaster response orga-
nized on their behalf,” Meeks 
said. 

BY BILL PARRY

The Industrial Business 
Zone in Long Island City is 
getting an increase in City 
Council funding. The $100,000 
grant will allow the LIC Part-
nership to continue to help 
companies obtain financing, 
energy efficiency consulta-
tion, tax credits and abate-
ments to grow their business-
es and ultimately retain jobs.

“Through Hurricane 
Sandy and after the Great 
Recession, the partnership 
has helped small business 
owners navigate financial 
hardships, saving thousands 
of jobs in the process,” City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) said. 
“By nurturing Long Island 
City’s industrial business 
zone we are strengthening 
our local economy and laying 
the groundwork that allows 
small business to continue 
hiring locally.”

Last year, Van Bramer se-
cured $75,000 in funding for 

the program, but this year 
he upped it over 25 percent to 
$100,943.  

Van Bramer made the an-
nouncement at the Falchi 
Building, at 31-00 47th Ave., 
a mixed-use five-story for-
mer storage warehouse that 
continues to provide cre-
ative work spaces for small 
business owners seeking al-
ternatives to space in other 
boroughs. One such design 
and fabrication company, 
Creative Engineering, was 
flooded with over two feet of 
water during Sandy. Some 
50 percent of its workforce 
was expected to be lost after 
the storm caused significant 
damage to their facility. The 
City Council funding allowed 
the LIC Partnership to assist 
the company with emergency 
funding, which helped re-
build its work space and re-
tain 100 employees, who live 
in the area and contribute to 
the local economy.

“The LIC Partnership 
has helped us innumerable 

times,” Vincent Miller of 
Creative Engineering said. 
“Without the Industrial Busi-
ness Zone program helping 
us, at least 50 percent of these 
jobs would have been lost.”

With 2,100 industrial and 
manufacturing companies 
in the Zone employing 39,500 
employees, LIC Partnership 
President Elizabeth Lusskin 
said the program is more im-
portant than ever. 

“Through it we help these 
companies stay and grow in 
Long Island City,” she said. 
“By connecting them with 
everything from incentives, 
financing, energy efficiency 
and work force training to 
helping them with permits, 
potholes and parking.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

LIC business group receives 
grant to assist with hiring

FEMA repeals fee 
for Belle Harbor 

Mount Lebanon Cemetery in 
Glendale, Queens has been serving the 
New York Metropolitan area’s Jewish 
Community for 100 years.

 Mount Lebanon Cemetery has 
responded to the ever-growing trend 
towards above-ground burial with 
the construction of three public 
mausoleums. Above-ground burial is a 
one-time cost. There are no extras like 
memorial stones, care or planting. 

 The Sanctuary at Mount Lebanon, 
first constructed in 1992, is the first 
Jewish indoor mausoleum in New York 
City. The Sanctuary is beautiful and 
dignified.  A chapel area is available, 
at no additional charge, to hold a 
funeral or unveiling service, or to sit 
and remember your loved ones while 
visiting. 

Visiting loved ones at The Sanctuary 
is a loving, touching experience, where 
people feel closer, more connected to 
those who are interred here.  It is a 
truly dignified tribute to those who 
rest in a clean, dry, and protected 
atmosphere.  Crypts are built to endure 
through the ages.  With above ground 

burial, visitors can come in peace and 
privacy, year-round, protected from 
the elements.

Now that The Sanctuary’s 
significant expansion is complete, there 
are special prices and choice locations 
for a limited amount of time.   

Jay Ivler, President of Mount 
Lebanon Cemetery, said “This is a 
memorable time in the history of the 
Cemetery.  While we also continue 
to provide a variety of traditional 
burial options, we can now provide 
individuals and families who seek an 
above ground option in year-round 
climate controlled comfort.”

 For additional information please 
visit MountLebanon.com or call (718) 
821-0200.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Mount Lebanon Cemetery 
expands The Sanctuary

For personal income tax return preparation fees at participating offices. Offer valid for new clients only. A new client is
an individual who did not use H&R Block office services to prepare his or her 2013 tax return. Valid receipt for 2013 tax

preparation fees from tax preparer other than H&R Block must be presented prior to completion of initial tax office
interview. Subject to $75 minimum charge. May not be combined with other offers. No cash value. Offer period: Feb.

15-March 15, 2015. OBTP#B13696 © 2015 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

 718-539-0930  /  718-539-6543
 718-225-8409 / 718-352-1198

 718-358-3088 / 718-358-3224
 718-445-2739 / 718-445-2052

182-04 Horace Hard Expy, Flushing, NY  11365
42-04 Bell Blvd, Bayside, NY  11361
2554 Francise Lewis Blvd, Bayside, NY  11359
44-11 Kissena Blvd, Flushing, NY  11355

YOUR LOCAL OFFICES: 

800-HRBLOCK   |   HRBLOCK.COM

Pay us half what you paid
someone else last year.
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Visit TimesLedger.com/contest 
to Enter for a 

Chance to WIN Tickets and 
a Backstage Tour!

No purchase necessary. See TimesLedger.com/contest for full details.

Buy Tickets: Ticketmaster.com

               Ringling.com

FEB. 19 –
MAR. 1

30
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#RinglingBros

Oil & 
Bioheat fuel.
Savings. Service. Value.

Additional terms and conditions may apply. Some services may not be available in all areas. 
NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2014 Petro.  P_14472

petro.com petro mobile connect on

Call today for special offers! 1.866.539.5295

Oil Heat Ultra Low Sulfur Bioheat/Fuel

air emissions by over 70%

maintenance and a cleaner 
environment

Oil   |   Natural Gas 
Heating   |   Cooling 
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BY MADINA TOURE

Private equity firm Onex Real Es-
tate Partners announced it had sold 
out half of the condominiums in the 
first tower of Sky View Parc in Flush-
ing. 

About 700 people came to an ex-
clusive preview event Jan. 24 for VIP 
buyers, where the company sold about 
120 units in about four hours at Grand 
One, the first of three luxury towers 
planned for the second phase of the 
condominium Sky View Parc, said 
Michael Dana, president of Onex Real 
Estate Partners. 

The waiting list had 8,000 people, 
who were interested due to the success 
of the first phase.  

“We basically had to stop sales be-
cause we didn’t want to sell any more 
than that on that day,” Dana said. “I 
think it’s very unusual for the New 
York market to have that kind of de-
mand.”

Ranging in size from 492- to 
1,965-square-feet, the homes at Grand 
One cost anywhere from $450,000 for a 
studio and $2 million for a three-bed-
room apartment. 

“We had done a very thorough anal-
ysis of Flushing and we determined 
that it was under-served for both retail 
and residential,” Dana said. “We be-
lieve that Queens in general is really 
one of the strong growth areas in New 
York City and Flushing is the center of 
that growth.” 

Sky View Parc is located on 40-22 
College Point Blvd., 

The second phase, known as The 
Grand, consists of 805 condominium 
units. The company has started doing 
the early construction work and ex-
pects the towers to start going vertical 
in July.  

Homes in The Grand will have 
state-of-the-art appliances such as an 
in-suite washer and dryer in each resi-
dence as well as floor-to-ceiling win-
dows and a balcony. 

BY MADINA TOURE

Mayor Bill de Blasio has signed a 
law naming a street in Middle Village 
after city Department of Sanitation 
worker Steven Frosch, who died dur-
ing the summer. 

The bill, known as Intro No. 620, 
co-names 67th Drive between 78th and 
79th streets in Middle Village after 
Frosch, a DSNY worker who was run 
over by a mechanical street sweeper in 
Maspeth in June. 

The bill also co-names Ridgewood 
Avenue between Shepherd Avenue and 
Highland Place in Brooklyn “Detective 
Rafael Ramos Way” and co-names W. 
6th St. between Avenue S and Avenue 
T in Brooklyn “Detective WenJian Liu 
Way.” The two officers were gunned 
down in Brooklyn Dec. 20 as they sat in 
their squad car.

City Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Glendale), who was at the 
bill signing ceremony, praised the law 
for honoring the contributions of the 
city’s uniformed workers.

“Today we remember our uni-
formed workers who made the ultimate 
sacrifice while serving the people of 
New York,” Crowley said. “These street 
co-namings will forever commemorate 
the lives our fallen heroes right in the 
communities they called home, includ-
ing our beloved Steven Frosch from 
Middle Village.”

Last June, Frosch, 43, was doing 
maintenance work on his own me-
chanical street sweeper in a DSNY 
garage on 48-01 58th Rd. when a col-
league, who had not seen him, acciden-
tally drove over him. A father of four, 
Frosch had worked for the city agency 
since 1999. 

NYPD Commissioner Bill Bratton, 
FDNY Commissioner Daniel Nigro, 
DSNY Commissioner Kathryn Garcia 
and Robert Frosch, Steven’s brother, 
were also present at the bill signing 
ceremony.

A street in Middle Village is now named after 
the late Sanitation worker Steven Frosch.

Flushing’s Sky View Parc 
sells out half of fi rst tower 

City Council honors 
late Sanitation man

$CASH$$CASH$

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 



TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 13–19, 2015 25  TIMESLEDGER.COM NE

EM
BARGO

PREVENTIV
O

DE IMPUESTO

If you owe real estate tax, water, sewer, emergency 
repair, or other property-related charges, 

the City of New York may sell a lien on your property.

Senior, Disabled, and Veteran Homeowners 
May Qualify for Exemptions, but Must Apply.

Contact 311 to apply or to see if your property is on the lien sale list. 
You can also look for your property on the list at nyc.gov/liensale.

Do Not Delay. Respond Today!

Department of

Finance

Jacques Jiha, Ph.D.
Commissioner

Department of

Environmental Protection

Emily Lloyd
Commissioner

Department of Housing 

Preservation and Development

Vicki Been
Commissioner
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Thomas Chen, (center), the founder of Crystal Window, the 
Queens industrial success story, and son, Steve (r), talk to 
New York-based Chinese-language channel NTDTV, before 
the banquet.

GOP presidential hopeful Rick Santorum and his wife Karen 
sign their new book, a family memoir about raising a daugh-
ter with Down’s syndrome, at the Barnes & Noble in Bay 
Terrace. 

On the 66th anniversary of India’s constitution, the Hindu 
Temple Society in Flushing opens its celebration with a 
dance by Rathika Thevathasan. 

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) was among the slew of 
public officials, including Borough President Melinda Katz 
and Rep. Grace Meng, who attended the 25th anniversary 
event for Crystal Windows at the World Mall banquet hall.

A proud parent grabs a cell phone shot of students from the 
NTS Music School singing the Indian National Anthem.

More than 1,000 employees and their families take part 
in the lavish dinner to mark the anniversary of Crystal 
Windows.

Leader of the sitar-student group, Ragachitra Veena 
Ensemble, Nivedita ShivRaj keeps her pupils on beat.

State Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-Flushing) removed her shoes, as 
is custom, before going on stage top speak at the celebra-
tion.

City Councilman Peter Koo (D-Flushing) accepts flowers after 
speaking.

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SHAIN
FOCUS ON QUEENS

INDIA’S REPUBLIC DAYSANTORUM SIGNING

CRYSTAL WINDOW CELEBRATES 25TH ANNIVERSARY

INDIA’S REPUBLIC DAY
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 

h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, 
tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ^Slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, ABS, 
pm, Alloys, CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL

CORVETTE2013 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #9700. 34k 
miles. 

$33,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

E3502012 MERCEDES

$24,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, 6 cyl, alloys, 
p/d/l, ac, p/s. Stk 
#11628. 20k miles. 

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for 
excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND 
RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT 

SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400 
         MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

$103BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

$139BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 20k miles, Stk#1934

$16,900

'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595

XXXX
DDDAAASSSHHH TTTHHHRRROOOUUUGGGHHH TTTHHHEEE SSSNNNOOOWWW

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2005 Chevy TrailBlazer, 81k J1066 $5,995

 2005 Ford Expedition, 122k 8789 $5,995

 2006 BMW X3, 128k 11286 $6,995

 2006 Toyota Rav 4, 114k 2554 $7,500

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $7,995

 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995

 2006 Honda Ridgeline, 135k 4629 $9,595

 2006 BMW X5, 85k 11851 $9,995

 2007 Jeep Gr Cherokee, 98k J1091     $10,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  

 2007 Toyota 4Runner, 86k 9610       $12,995

 2006 Cadillac Escalade, 100k 10464     $12,995

 2007 Toyota FJ Cruiser, 70k 11842     $16,995

 2008 GMC Yukon, 62k 65921     $17,995

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766For Complimentary Pick Up

MAJOR SAYS
KEEP IT!

DON’T GIVE UP
YOUR TAX REFUND!

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§
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rate. The county also brought 
49.2 percent of the city’s bail 
jumping indictments and 87.1 
percent of the city’s bail jump-
ing complaints in 2014. 

His office has aggressively 
prosecuted illegal cigarette 
traffickers and continues to 
pursue online pornographers 
and sexual predators, Brown 
said.

“We have a first-class Child 
Advocacy Center on Queens 
Boulevard to assist young vic-

tims of physical and sexual 
abuse and a Family Justice 
Center located adjacent to the 
courthouse here in Kew Gar-
dens to help victims of domes-
tic violence and their fami-
lies,” Brown said.

The office’s Investigations 
Division brought major cases 
that broke up a number of 
violent gun and drug gangs 
and took down criminal en-
terprises involving identity 
theft, credit card fraud, mort-
gage and insurance fraud and 
trademark counterfeiting. 

The Queens DA also res-
cued young women from pros-

titution and sex trafficking 
rings. The office currently 
has 13 Class B felony sex traf-
ficking convictions and 26 ad-
ditional defendants charged 
with sex trafficking. The of-
fice also assisted in 32 success-
ful evictions in 2014 relating 
to prostitution, drug dealing, 
gambling and other crimes. 
Brown said.

And since the creation of 
the Veterans Court in Decem-
ber 2010, 59 jail-bound veterans 
have been diverted through 
the Queens Veterans Court. 

BY BILL PARRY

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) joined Sen-
ate Democratic Leader Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins and several 
Democratic Conference mem-
bers to introduce a package 
of “common sense” ethics 
reform legislation in Albany 
Monday. Among the proposals 
are bills that would effectively 
ban outside income for legisla-
tors, take away pensions from 
elected officials convicted of 
felonies, create a public fi-
nancing system for elections 
and strengthen financial dis-
closure laws.

In addition, Gianaris au-
thored two bills that would 

lower contribution limits for 
campaigns and prevent cam-
paign committees from being 
reimbursed for legal defense 
fees.

“Our state is in desperate 
need of real ethics reform,” 
Gianaris said. “I am proud to 
author bills that would lower 
campaign contribution limits 
as well as prevent public reim-
bursement of campaign com-
mittees for legal defense, and 
I am proud to support the en-
tire Senate Democratic ethics 
package. I hope Senate Repub-
licans realize the urgency of 
this issue and work with us to 
immediately pass these com-
mon sense reforms so that the 
people’s faith in their govern-

ment can be restored.”
The public’s faith in good 

government has been shat-
tered by “arrest after arrest” 
says Stewart-Cousins, the mi-
nority leader from the Bronx. 
Following the arrest of former 
Speaker Sheldon Silver on fed-
eral corruption charges, she 
said it was time for the Legis-
lature to avoid “another ses-
sion of empty promises in the 
wake of yet another scandal.”

 Former state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith, a southeast Queens 
Democrat, was convicted of 
bribery last week in federal 
court, one of several members 
of the Queens delegation who 
have been found guilty of cor-
ruption charges in the past 

few years.
The reform package comes 

less than a week after Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo threatened to 
not sign the budget this year 
unless it contained compre-
hensive ethics reforms, even if 
it leads to a government shut-
down.

“The bottom line is that 
New Yorkers will never trust 
the government’s authenticity 
until they know the who, what 
and where of outside employ-
ment,” Cuomo said. “Either 
end it entirely or thoroughly 
disclose it. There is no middle 
ground.”

recently arrived and barely 
speak English using it along-
side more old timers,” Serra-
no-McClain said. 

Although the Queens Mu-
seum submitted the proposal, 
the Parks Department worked 
closely with the museum to 
craft the proposal, said Jan-
ice Melnick, the park’s ad-
ministrator. Parks Commis-
sioner Mitchell Silver also 
wrote a letter of support for 
the proposal, Melnick said.

“It looked like a good op-
portunity for us to partner 
with two wonderful organi-
zations and to work with the 
community,” Melnick said. 
“We’re always looking for 
ways to work with the com-
munity and draw them into 
what we’re doing in the Parks 
Department and this seemed 
like a unique opportunity to 
do that.” 

In 2008, a multiyear study 
prepared the Parks Depart-
ment by Queens Rothschild 
& Partners, LLP and Smith-
Miller + Hawkinson Archi-
tects, was released. The study 
identified that the park has 
connectivity issues such as 
the park’s accessibility, given 
that it was built during the 
era of automobiles and high-
ways and recommended that 
its design is favorable to con-
nectivity.  

A community design 
school, which is part of the 
proposal, has been in op-

eration since December. The 
school helps the 23 communi-
ty advisers become familiar 
with the history of Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park as 
well as understanding what 
design is and how the city 
process works. The school’s 
curriculum could be used in 
other regional parks. 

The community advisers 
are everyday people who will 
eventually go out and spread 
the word to their own friends 
and neighbors in their com-
munities. 

At least half of the com-
munity advisers are con-
nected to groups such as the 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park Conservancy, Make the 
Road New York, Evergreen 
Community Garden, Immi-
grants Movement Interna-
tional, Sustainable Queens 
and Asian Americans for 
Equality. 

An exhibition will be held 
April 12, featuring solutions 
for new park entrances or 
better wayfinding as well as 
how to connect the commu-
nity with the park. 

There will be 10 work-
shops for the community 
advisers, four of which have 
already taken place. Chin, 
Melnick and David Strauss, 
director of external affairs 
and capital projects for the 
Queens Museum, will lead 
the community forums. The 
first is March 2. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 4 

Crime
Continued from Page 5 

Park

MICHAEL GIANARIS

Gianaris authors ethics reform package

sity Center. She received her 
master’s of social work from 
the CUNY Hunter College 
School of Social Work and her 
bachelor’s of science from the 
CUNY John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice. 

Miller has been serving as 
director of economic develop-
ment for the Queens Borough 
President’s Office since 2007. 
Before that, she was the found-

ing executive director of the 
Sutphin Boulevard Business 
Improvement District and KE-
CDE!, a nonprofit that brings 
the arts to community youth 
through dance. 

She also served as the proj-
ect director for the Downtown 
Jamaica Cultural District and 
a community organizer for the 
Laurelton Local Development 
Corporation. 

Miller said she plans to 
continue building Queens’ 
economic growth and expand 
to other service areas of the 
borough. 

“Across all issues — from 
education to housing to qual-
ity-of-life to tourism and cul-
ture — economic development 
and community development 
are one and same,” she said. 
“This is an exciting time for 
Queens, and in this chapter of 
growth, development and op-
portunities for our borough, 
it’s an absolute privilege to 
work with a dynamic leader of 
such passion and vision.”

Deputy BP
Continued from Page 5 

 — ferry service to Citi Field 
would alleviate the crowded 7 
train and lay the transporta-
tion infrastructure that Wil-
lets Point will need when it be-
comes a thriving community,” 

Ferreras said in a statement. 
During his second State 

of the City speech last week, 
de Blasio announced a new 
citywide ferry service that 
would bring together East 
River routes with new land-
ings and services to Astoria, 
the Rockaways, South Brook-
lyn, Soundview and the Lower 

East Side. 
The citywide ferry service 

will launch in 2017 and be sup-
ported by a $55 million capital 
commitment.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Ferry
Continued from Page 5 

For more hyper-local Queens news visit 
TimesLedger.com.
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M.S. DEGREES: NURSING EDUCATION & NURSING ADMINISTRATION
ONLINE or ON CAMPUS

DOBBS FERRY  |  MANHATTAN  |  BRONX  |  YORKTOWN HEIGHTS  |  ONLINE

��FULL-TIME PROGRAM 

��AFFORDABLE -
     ONE OF THE LOWEST 
     TUITIONS IN THE COUNTRY

� DEDICATED CLINICAL 
    SIMULATION & SKILLS 
    LABS

� DEDICATED FACULTY- 
     EXPERTS IN RESEARCH, 
     ADMINISTRATION & CLINICAL 
     PRACTICE

� PERSONAL 
    ATTENTION-
     FACULTY TO 
     STUDENT RATIO 
     OF 1:10
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ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 
COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER 
IN QUEENS

BY MADINA TOURE

Willets Point United, a group 
representing businesses and 
land owners in Willets Point, is 
calling on the city Department 
of Transportation to repair 
streets and infrastructure in 
the blighted area. 

Concerns include the large 
number of potholes and uneven 
roads as well as the lack of litter 
baskets and sewers, said Gerald 
Antonacci, WPU’s president. 

The neglected landscape 
falls within the northern and 
eastern ends of the area, par-
ticularly 34th Avenue, 126th 
Place, 127th Street, 127th Place, 
35th Avenue and Willets Point 
Boulevard, Antonacci said. 

“It looks like a third world 
country here and it’s because of 
them,” he said. “We need to be 
able to drive down our streets 
without falling into potholes 
and breaking our cars and 
trucks. We’ve gone to the com-
munity board about this and 
they’ve got this on their list of 
things to do, but it just seems 
like nobody wants to do it.”

The DOT and Community 
Board 7 could not be reached 
for comment. 

The $3 billion Willets Point 
Development Plan will entail 
the building of a megamall as 
well as commercial, retail and 
residential space on the 62-acre 
Willets Point site. 

The developer, Queens De-
velopment Group — a joint ven-
ture between Sterling Equities BY BILL PARRY

 
Mayor Bill de Blasio met 

with the heads of the police 
unions in College Point in an 
effort to defuse the tension 
that hovered over the funeral 
of a slain cop last weekend 
when thousands of officers 
turned their backs as he eulo-
gized their fallen brother. 

De Blasio left the 2-1/2-hour 
meeting with police without 
commenting Tuesday. While 
PBA President Pat Lynch said 
he thought the talks helped 
to move things in a “positive 
direction,” none of the union 
officials would take any ques-
tions after the session ended 
at the new Police Academy.

A spokesman for the may-

or said, “Today’s meeting 
focused on building a produc-
tive dialogue and identifying 
ways to move forward togeth-
er. The mayor and police com-
missioner remain committed 
to keeping crime in New York 
City at historically low levels, 
supporting the brave men and 
women in uniform who pro-
tect us every day, and finding 

ways to bring police and the 
community closer together.”

The mayor had hoped ex-
tending an olive branch might 
help bridge a growing divide 
after he heard boos and cat-
calls Monday at a ceremony 
for nearly 900 new graduates 
of the Police Academy at Mad-
ison Square Garden.  

Continued on Page 34
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Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners
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Get ready. Get set.
Get ahead.

Astoria 
718-726-MATH

Bayside 
718-747-MATH

Forest Hills 
718-544-MATH

www.mathnasium.com

FREE TRIAL! With ad.

Henry Ford had three companies 
fail before he launched the game-
changing Model T. Abraham Lincoln 
failed in business, lost multiple elec-
tions and had a mental breakdown 
before being elected the country’s 16th 
president. America is a land of second 
chances made good, which could ex-
plain the ongoing trend of more adults 

returning to college.
Between 2000 and 2012, the number 

of people 25 and older attending college 
increased by more than 2.1 million, ac-
cording to the National Center for Edu-
cation Statistics. By 2021, that number 
is predicted to grow by an additional 
1.6 million-plus, bringing the number 
of older college students to more than 

10.1 million.
“Adult learners return to college to 

gain advanced degrees or complete un-
finished programs for many reasons, 
and enhanced marketability in the 
workplace and increased earning po-
tential are just two factors,” said Tracy 
Lorenz, president of Western Interna-
tional University. “They are also doing 

it for personal satisfaction and to be 
better role models for their children.”

Among women, personal achieve-
ment is the strongest motivator, ac-
cording to a survey by Wester Inter-
national. Nearly eight in 10 of the 
1,000-plus women who participated in 
the online survey also said having a 

A TIMESLEDGER SPECIAL SECTION  FEB. 13-19, 2015

 

More adults are heading to school 

Continued on Page 34
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Math 
Enrichment

Test
Prep

Homework
Help

Math
Help

Astoria 
43-32 Ditmars Blvd
Astoria, NY 11105

718-726-MATH
Parking Available

Bayside 
43-17 Bell Blvd

Bayside, NY 11361
718-747-MATH

Forest Hills 
108-14 72nd Ave

Forest Hills, NY 11375
718-544-MATH

Offering First Steps  
Program for  

4-6 year olds!

www.mathnasium.com

Get ready. Get set.
Get ahead.
 Now enrolling.

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

college degree is impor-
tant to being a role model 
for their own college-
bound children.

Ample data supports 
the belief that a college 
degree enhances one’s 
job and earnings pros-
pects. The median wage 
for people with bachelor’s 
degrees is $457 more per 
week than workers who 
have a high school diplo-
ma, according to the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics. 
Their unemployment 
rate is also significantly 
lower — 4 percent versus 
7 percent for high school 
graduates, according to 
bureau reports.

Research also backs 
the impact a college de-
gree can have on one’s 
family. For example, 
working mothers who 
have bachelor’s degrees 
spend about 51 percent 
more time with their 
children than moms who 
only have a high school 
diploma, according to 
the College Board. 

Children of college 
graduates are also more 
likely to go on to college 
themselves.  According 
to website PostSecond-
ary.org, 85 percent of 
children whose parents 
had a bachelor’s degree 
or higher went on to at-
tend college.

Ease of access is also 
drawing more Ameri-
cans back to school. 

The rise of distance 
learning and online de-
gree programs means 
you no longer have to live 
near a school - or relocate 
your family - if you want 
to return to complete a 
degree or earn an ad-
vanced degree. 

Online programs can 
also offer greater sched-
uling flexibility and 
lower ancillary costs to 
adult learners, many of 
whom work full time and 
juggle financial commit-
ments like mortgages or 
rent and childcare costs. 
meet the needs of work-
ing adults,” said Benja-
min S. Pryor, provost 
and senior vice president 
of Western International 
University.

Adults
Continued from Page 33 

Learn how to be safe in cyberspace
If you’re like many people, 

you’ve asked yourself: “Who 
would want to hack me? There are 
a lot more lucrative targets out 
there for cyberthieves, right?”

That’s just the kind of easy at-
titude that cyber thieves are look-
ing to take advantage of — people 
who are lackadaisical about on-
line security and careless with 
such hardware as cell phones, tab-
lets and laptops.

”Hackers love it when they 
hear that someone thinks they 
can fly under the security radar,” 
said Ron Woerner, director of Bel-
levue University’s cybersecurity 
programs. “That’s the exact per-
son they want to go after because 
they’re complacent or not caring 
about their cybersafety.”

Students, running among 
classes, jobs, social activities and 
family obligations, can be easy tar-
gets. There are a few simple rules 
and guidelines that can help keep 
students safe in the cyberworld.

”If you take a lot of these basic 
steps, it goes a long way,” Woerner 
said. “We see a lot of students who 
are technology users but don’t re-
ally understand how the technol-

ogy works.” 
• Under lock and key — Or if 

you like it, you should have put a 
password on it. Or better yet, use 
multifactor authentication. 

“Many online sites are now pro-
viding multifactor authentication. 
This allows users to easily secure 
their accounts with the standby 
password [something you know] 
tied to a second factor: something 
you have [a physical token, chip, 
fob or phone], something you are 
[your voice or fingerprint] or 
somewhere you are [your home 
location],” Woerner said. • Look 
both ways before crossing, or con-
necting — Free Wi-Fi may seem 
like the greatest thing since sliced 
bread, but there are some vulner-
abilities that come with it. The 
network might expose your infor-
mation to other users or data-gath-
ering software may be built right 
into the network. Using a virtual 
private network can help guard 
against such breaches. There are 
a lot of free VPN services avail-
able including CyberGhost VPN 
and VPNBook.

• No really, lock it up — People 
generally think of cybercrime as 

some sort of nefarious software 
lurking on a website, but a lot of 
it occurs by losing your device. If 
your phone, tablet or laptop has 
been stolen, then there goes all the 
information you’ve stored on it. So 
keep a watchful eye on your hard-
ware. For those times when you 
can’t, many devices have a special 
security slot designed to link with 
a sturdy cable lock.

• Know when to say when 
— Don’t be too social on social 
media. Sites such as Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram can be a 
great place to share important 
life events, but make sure to keep 
sensitive information off them. In-
vestigate the privacy settings on 
each site to ensure that only your 
friends can access your postings. 
Be cautious when using an app 
such as Foursquare that might 
alert prying eyes to when your 
home or apartment is vacant.

• Install a security suite on all 
devices — Security software can 
help you avoid damage or at least 
keep it to a minimum if you land 
on a website with evil intent or 
inadvertently click on a phishing 
expedition.
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BY MERLE EXIT

Next week don’t be sur-
prised if someone wishes you 
a happy New Year. 

No, they may not necessar-
ily be seven weeks late with 
this holiday greeting. More 
likely they are celebrating the 
Year of the Goat as the Lunar 
New Year kicks off Feb. 19. 

Celebrated for 15 days, the 
Lunar, or Chinese, New Year 
marks the beginning of the 
new calendar and is a time 
Asian cultures honor deities 
and previous generations. 

“It is celebrated as a family 
gathering,” said Dian Yu, execu-
tive director of the Flushing BID. 
“It is a time of reunion, thanks-

giving and honoring ancestors 
as one great community.”

The highlight of each cele-
bration in Queens is the Lunar 
New Year Parade in downtown 
Flushing. 

Incorporating dozens of 
decorated floats, giant dragon 
figures on poles manipulated 
by dancers, marching bands 
and politicians, this year’s pa-
rade is scheduled for Saturday, 
Feb. 21, starting at 11 a.m. at 
Union Street and 37th Avenue. 

After the parade, specta-
tors can head to the Queens 

Botanical Garden, 43-50 Main 
St., for free children’s craft ac-
tivities. 

But you don’t have to wait 
to jump start the celebrations, 
many of which, get under way 
this weekend. 

Once again Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd., will 
serve as the unofficial Lunar 
New Year headquarters for the 
borough with performances, 
exhibitions and, new this year, 
a traditional holiday bazaar. 

“We typically celebrate for 
about one month, bringing 

in an exhibition, art-making 
workshops and varied perfor-
mances for the public, school-
children and families to honor 
the Lunar New Year,” said 
Ellen Kodadek, executive and 
artistic director, Flushing 
Town Hall. “This year for the 
first time we are presenting 
a traditional Chinese temple 
bazaar with performances, 
workshops, vendors and food.”

Other events planned for 
Flushing Town Hall include a 
performance of the play, “Film 

Continued on Page 8
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Flushing pulls 
out the stops for 

annual celebration 
to mark beginning 
of lunar calendar
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Participants in last year’s Lunar New Year parade march in lion and dragon costumes. 
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PRODUCTIONS

“Vanities” — Parkside Players presents 
this comedy-drama follows three Texas 
cheerleaders from high school through 
college up to a bittersweet reunion as they 
face turning 30. 
When: Feb. 21 - March 1, Friday and Saturday 
at 8 pm, Sunday at 2 pm
Where: Grace Lutheran Church, Union Turnpike 
and 71st Road, Forest Hills
Cost: $17, $15/seniors
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.parksideplayers.com

“Legally Blonde, Jr.” — Rockaway Theatre 
Co. presents the musical based on the Reese 
Witherspoon movie about a young woman 
who loses her boyfriend but fi nds herself at 
Harvard Law School. 
When: Feb. 27 - March 8, Friday at 7 pm, 
Saturday at 2 pm and 7 pm, and Sunday at 
2 pm
Where: The Post Theatre, Building T4, Fort 
Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 374-6400

Website: www.rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Spank! The Fifty Shades Parody” — You’ve 
read the book and the movie is on its way, so 
in the meantime check out this adult comedy 
with musical numbers skewering the best-
selling novel. 
When: Thursday, March 5, at 8 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium, Kupferberg Center 
for the Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $25 - $45
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.kupferbergcenter.org

“The Sound of Music” —  The hills are alive 
with arguably the world’s favorite musical as 
Theatre by the Bay presents the Rodgers and 
Hammerstein classic. 
When: March 7 - March 22, Saturday at 8 pm, 
Sunday at 3 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Garden Jewish Center, 
13-00 209th St., Bayside
Cost: $22/adults, $20/seniors and children 
under 12
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.theatrebythebayny.com

Continued on Page 8
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

After arriving in New York 
from Minsk, Belarus, by way 
of Cologne, Germany, clas-
sically trained pianist Nina 
Siniakova toiled as a human 
jukebox on a grand piano. 

Granted she wasn’t work-
ing for tips in a bar. Instead 
Siniakova spent her days as 
a class musician for the New 
York City Ballet. 

Depending on what the 
dancers were working on, 
Siniakova adjusted the musi-
cal accompaniment to suit the 
performers’ needs. 

“The pianist is the last 
thing they think of, unless 
you’re not there or are bad,” 
said Siniakova. “It was really 
about the movement first. But 
it was just a job.”

Her new career — although 
she continues to perform — in-
volves running the Metis Con-
cert Series of classical, jazz 
and early music. The monthly 
shows bring musicians from 
the New York City Philhar-
monic  and City Ballet Orches-
tra to the Community Church 

of Little Neck. 
It wasn’t until 2013 when 

she met the first Russian-
speaking person here that this 
northeast Queens resident dis-
covered her calling as a con-

cert promoter. 
Arkadiy Figlin was a fa-

mous pianist from Soviet-era 
Russia, who was having trou-
ble getting his music heard in 
New York. Siniakova listened 

to his work and decided this 
man not only deserved an 
American audience but should 
headline a Manhattan con-
cert. 

“He gave me his CD and 

when I heard it, I literally 
stopped doing what I was do-
ing,” she said. “And I thought, 
this guy must perform in Car-
negie Hall. And that’s when I 
turned to management.”

Siniakova hit the streets 
and starting knocking on 
doors. 

She secured Carnegie Hall, 
lined up sponsors and present-
ed “Have a Very Jazzy Christ-
mas” with Figlin and Valeri 
Grokhovski to about 250 audi-

Community Church Little Neck pastor, Forrest Todd Parkinson (l.), applauds Nina Siniakova’s performance at 
the first Metis Concert held at the church in January.  Photo courtesy Alex Potemkin/AlexArtPhotoStudio

Concerts bring Manhattan shows to borough
Little Neck resident creates Metis Performing Arts to share classical, jazz and early music

Continued on Page 7

BY MERLE EXIT

Valentine’s Day connotes visions of 
hearts and chocolate.  

Is it because of chocolate’s reputed 
aphrodisiac qualities, or just a way for 
candy companies to sell more sweets 
between Christmas and Easter?  

Giving chocolate to represent this 
day of love can be accomplished two 
ways in Queens.  

You can purchase sweets at mom-
and-pop candy-making shops or head 
off to a place that supplies everything 
you need to create your own.

Schmidt’s Candy, located at 94-15 
Jamaica Ave. in Woodhaven, has been 
at the same location since 1925.  

The shop still has that old-fashioned 
look passed down to the founder’s 
granddaughter, Margie.  You can actu-
ally peer in the back and watch Mar-
gie and the staff fashion the bite-size 
ecstasies. 

Jump back to the year 1930 when 
Aigner Chocolates opens in nearby 
Forest Hills at 103-02 Metropolitan 
Ave. under the name of Krause’s Can-
dy Kitchen.  This company has been in-
herited by the third generation, whose 
member Christopher Aigner is the vice 
president.

Aigner said that they use a com-
bination of Merckens, one of the larg-

est makers of bulk chocolate in North 
America, and an Italian chocolate 
blend for their sweets.  

Look inside the glass showcases as 
you may want to personalize by choos-
ing the exact one or two bite-sized 
gourmet pieces with various centers 
of solids, gels, or creams that are made 
from scratch.  

Options include raspberry cream, 

mocha truffle, orange peel, pistachio 
marzipan, cherry cordials made with 
real cherries, Viennese truffles and 
chocolate covered ginger.   

If, however, you are feeling creative, 
you may drop into a store that sells 
melting chocolate — this kind substi-
tutes vegetable oils for some of the co-
coa butter and makes it much easier to 
work with. 

One such store is Fun Stuff located 
at 75-22 Metropolitan Ave. in Middle 
Village where you discover hundreds 
of molds as you enter the store. 

Owner Janet Falcone said people 
tend to purchase her high quality melt-
ing chocolates because, “most people 
do not know how to temper chocolates 
or have the equipment to do so, espe-
cially when creating in quantities.”

Using a double boiler, place hot wa-
ter in the bottom pot, the chocolate in 
the top one.  As the chocolate melts, 
stir it until all of the chocolate is liq-
uid.  Remove from heat.   

Foil cups and bags of chopped in-
gredients such as malted milk, tiny 
rice crispies, toffee crunch, chopped 
or whole nuts, and dried fruits such 
as raisins or cranberries can be com-
bined with the melted chocolate or 
used to top the confections. 

Personalize the box by buying red 
wafers that you can melt and place into 
a simple pastry bag to spell out a Valen-
tine greeting.

Other stores that sell everything 
you need to make your own Valentine 
treats are Meadows Chocolate and 
Cake Supplies, located at 101-16 Liberty 
Ave. in Ozone Park.  

There is also Dip, Pour and Drizzle 
located at 169-02 Crocheron  Ave. in the 
Auburndale section of Flushing.

Christopher Aigner, pictured with the Valentine's Day selection at Aigner Chocolates in 
Forest Hills, is a third-generation chocolatier.  Photo by Merle Exit

Explore the sweeter side of the borough

IF YOU GO
“One Love and Other 
Troubles!”

When: Sunday, Feb. 15, at 3 
pm
Where: Community Church 
Little Neck, 46-16 Little Neck 
Parkway, Little Neck
Cost: $25
Contact: 
metismusicmanagement@
yahoo.com
Website: 
MetisConcertSeriesQueens
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

Like a lot of New Yorkers work-
ing in the theater, Carrie Brown has 
held numerous part-time jobs over the 
years, including a four-year stint as a 
dog walker. 

And during that time she became 
very attuned to the canine lifestyle.

“I have spent a lot of time observ-
ing dogs,” said Brown. “And, I thought, 
maybe there could be a show about 
dogs. But it can’t just be a show about 
dogs. It has to have a premise.”

Brown, who along with husband 
Karim Muasher formed the Astoria-
based Animal Engine Theater Co. in 
2011, tucked the idea away and waited 
for inspiration to speak. 

It came one night in the form of a des-
sert menu at the Igloo Cafe on 31st Street. 

Muasher pointed out the restau-
rant served the Italian ice-cream treat 
tartufo. That got the couple thinking. 

“So then, it was, what if the dogs 
perform Tartuffe?” said Brown. “And 
we thought, that is so dumb it just 
might work.”

With the premise in place, the 
troupe cooked up its latest production, 
“Dog Show,” which will be performed 
at this year’s Frigid Festival in Man-
hattan, Feb. 19 - March 7.

An homage to the works of play-
wright Georges Feydeau, “Dog Show” 
answers that eternal question, what do 

dogs do when their masters leave the 
house? They stage a French farce. 

And like any good farce, “Dog 
Show” includes quick entrances, mis-
taken identities and love triangles. But 
unlike most of Feydeau’s works, Ani-
mal Engine’s show adds such canine 
qualities as panting, sniffing and leg 
humping into the mix. 

For Brown, a work utilizing the 
rules of farce performed by actors play-
ing dogs, makes perfect sense.

“They share a lot of characteristics 

with us,” said Brown.
Dogs are driven by a desire for food, 

are easily distracted and can be ex-
tremely playful, said Brown. 

“We just take that and make it a lit-
tle more absurd and crazy,” she said.  

Once they settled on a premise, the 
troupe, which also includes perform-
ers Becca Bernard and Melinda Jean 
Ferraraccio, gets down to work before 
committing a word to paper. 

“We take a premise and go into the 
rehearsal room and improvise,” said 

Brown. “About half-way through the 
process we have a set script.”

Brown and Muasher began work on 
“Dog Show” during an artist residency 
in Cincinnati last June. Back home in 
Astoria, they pushed to get the show 
ready for this year’s Frigid.

This will be their third appearance 
at the independent theater festival in 
three years. 

During their freshman festival, 
Animal Engine performed “The Vin-
dlevoss Family Circus Spectacular!”, 
which earned a Frigid New York Par-
ticipant Pick Award. Last year, the 
group staged “Petunia and Chicken,” a 
work inspired by author Willa Cather’s 
writing. It received a Frigid New York 
Festival Favorite Award.

“They have been very good to us,” 
Brown said about Frigid’s organizers. 
“They are very supportive of up-and-
coming artists.”

Carrie Brown is dressed for her role in Astoria-based Animal Engine Theater Company’s 
production of “Dog Show,” which is playing the Frigid Festival in Manhattan.  

Photo courtesy Karim Muasher

Animal Engine Theater Co.’s show goes to the dogs

Try our specials!
BREAKFAST SPECIALS 
Seven days a week
From 6am to 11am

LUNCH SPECIAL
Monday to Friday from 11am to 4pm
Includes Soup, Soda, Coffee and Dessert
Starts at $9.95

FULL COURSE DINNER SPECIAL
Monday to Friday from 4pm to 10pm
Includes Soup, Salad, Entree, Vegetable, Potato, Dessert and Beverage
$19.95

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373 (corner of 51st Ave.) 

Ask us about our off premise catering 
for your home or offi ce function!
HAVE YOUR EVENT WITH US! 
PARTY ROOM SEATS 80!

LOBSTER SPECIAL
$1995

IF YOU GO
“Dog Show”

When: Feb. 19 at 7:10 pm, Feb. 23 at 
10:30 pm, Feb. 28 at 8:20 pm, March 4 at 
7:10 pm and March 7 at 8:20 pm
Where: The Kraine Theater, 85 E. 4th 
St., Manhattan
Cost: $15
Website: www.horsetrade.info/frigid-
festival
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Happy Valentine’s Day!
2015 Four Course Dinner $49.00 or a la carte++
Includes a Complimentary Glass of Champagne 

with our four course dinner!

Appetizers
Oysters Rockefeller | 13.95 

freshly shucked Oysters baked with Spinach, Bacon, 
Herbs and grated Parmesan cheese 

Caprese Salad | 10.95
with Balsamic Reduction

Bacon Wrapped Stuffed Mushrooms | 12.95

Salad
Mixed Greens | 10.95

with dried Cranberry, Sundried Tomato, Cherry Mozzarella 
Balls, Cucumber and Sliced Prosciutto

Entrees
20 oz. Rib Eye Steak | 31.95

with Au Poivre sauce 

Poached Salmon | 25.95
topped with Basil Pesto, on a bed of Spinach with a 

Citrus Beurre Blanc sauce

Stuffed Chicken Breast | 23.95
with Fresh Mozzarella cheese

and Prosciutto Served with Sherry Plum Tomato sauce

Veal Scallopine | 26.95
with Madeira Mushroom Demi-Glace

Pan Seared Lamb Chops | 29.95
with Mint Sauce

Lobster Ravioli | 31.95
with Seafood in Scampi sauce

Black Angus Shell Steak | 29.95
with Port Wine sauce

Dessert
Chocolate Hazelnut Turnover | 6.95
with Cinnamon Sugar and Ice Cream

Beer Suggestions
Stella Artois | 7.00
Belgium 5.0% a.b.v

Lindemans Framboise | 10.00
made with Raspberries / Belgium 2.5% a.b.v 

Samuel Smith’s Organic Chocolate Stout UK | 8.00
5.0% a.b.v

40-12 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 

718-224-2200 
www.bourbonstreetny.com

Mardi Gras
At Bourbon Street

Join Us February 17 to Celebrate
Reservations Required

Fat Tuesday
Live Music & Cajun Fare @ 7pm

with the Savoy Quintet!

Laissez Les Bon Temps Roulez

Celebrate Valentine’s Day
At Bourbon Street

Reservations Required
Soup 

Spinach Zucchini 

Florentine Soup $5.95/$6.95

Appetizers & Salad 
Tuna Tartare $14.95

Served with Tomato, Avocado Salad with 

Jalapeño Fennel Vinaigrette 

Fried Stuffed Oysters* $14.95 

Stuffed with Crabmeat and 

Served with a Cajun Tartar sauce 

Watermelon & Feta Salad $14.95

Tossed in an Herb Vinaigrette

Pasta
Lobster Cannelloni $19.95

With Butternut Squash & Parmesan Cheese 

Served in a Cream Sauce

Entrees 
French Cut Thyme Rosemary Chicken $24.95

Pan Seared & Served with Potato Au Gratin, 

Broccoli Rabe in a Cabernet Truffl e Sauce 

Filet Mignon $32.95 

With Scallion Habanero Butter, Fire Roasted 

Onions, Watercress & Sautéed Spinach

Orange Horseradish Crusted Salmon* $25.95 

Served over a Thai Shrimp Salad 

Herb Crusted Rack of Lamb $32.95 

Served with a Red Wine Sauce 

Dessert 
Barbados Mousse 7.95

White Chocolate Mousse 

with a Hint of Lemon & Lime

*Denotes Hot & Spicy*
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EVENTS

Winter Birds — Rangers head 
to Ridgewood to check for 
winter birds near the reservoir. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 14, at 
11 am
Where: Ridgewood 
Reservoir, Highland Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

The Night Sky — Join the 
Urban Rangers as they 
guide visitors through the 
solar system and share the 
science, history and folklore 
of the universe. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 21, at 
6 pm
Where: Fort Totten Visitor’s 
Center, Fort Totten Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

MUSIC

Hugh Masekela and Vusi 
Mahlasela — The South African 
music icons come together to 
mark 20 years since the end 
of Apartheid with a concert of 
Freedom Songs. 
When: Wednesday, Feb. 18, at 
7:30 pm
Where: LeFrak Hall, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $35 - $55, $20/Queens 
College students with ID at 
box offi ce only
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website:  kupferbergcenter.
org

KIDS & FAMILY

Hands on History: 19th 
Century Valentines — 
Decorate a picture frame and 
create 19th-century inspired 
Valentines. Families and children 
of all ages are welcome.
When: Saturday, Feb. 14, 
from noon - 3 pm
Where: King Manor Museum 
in Rufus King Park, 150-03 
Jamaica Ave, Jamaica
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 206-0545, 
ext. 13

Website: www.kingmanor.
org

Community Conversations 
for Kids: Democracy 
— Part of the New York 
Council for the Humanities’ 
Conversations with Kids 
program, this event 
focuses on democracy 
and will include reading 
Arthur Levine’s book “Pearl 
Moscowitz’s Last Stand” 
along with a discussion. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 14, 
from 1 pm - 2 pm
Where: Kingsland 
Homestead, 143-35 37th Ave., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 939-0647
Website: www.
queenshistoricalsociety.org

Family Badminton — Grab a 
racket and birdie and head out 
for an afternoon of badminton 
fun. Center membership is 
required for children. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 14, 
from 2:30 pm - 4:45 pm
Where: Lost Battalion Hall 
Recreation Center, 93-29 
Queens Blvd., Rego Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 263-1163
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Kids Week in Queens: Fort 
Totten — It’s February break 
and the Urban Rangers will 
have plenty of nature-related 
programs and activities 
planned. 
When: Monday, Feb. 16, at 
1 pm, and Tuesday, Feb. 17, 
at 1 pm
Where: Fort Totten Visitor’s 
Center, Fort Totten Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

George Washington Carver 
Workshop — Learn about Dr. 
George Washington Carver 
and his work in the fi eld of 
botany. Paint with plants and 
plant a peanut to take home. 
When: Tuesday, Feb. 17, at 
1:30 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: $5/per child
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.

queensbotanical.org

Kids Week in Queens: 
Forest Park — It’s February 
break and the Urban Rangers 
will have plenty of nature-
related programs and 
activities planned. 
When: Thursday, Feb. 19, at 
1 pm
Where: Forest Park 
Visitor Center, Woodhaven 
Boulevard and Forest Park 
Drive, Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Storytime & Craft — Little 
gardeners and nature lovers 
can spend the afternoon at 
Queens Botanical Garden for 
nature stories and a plant-
themed craft project. 
When: Thursday, Feb. 19, at 
2 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

I Heart Worms for Families 
— This workshop introduces 
children (ages 5 and  up) to 
the life of indoor composting 
worms. Make heart-shaped 
compost cookies for your 
plants. 
When: Thursday, Feb. 19, at 
2 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: $5/per child
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Kids Week in Queens: Alley 
Pond Park — It’s February 
break and the Urban Rangers 
will have plenty of nature-
related programs and 
activities planned. 
When: Friday, Feb. 20, at 1 pm
Where: Alley Pond Park 
Adventure Center, Alley Pond 
Park, Oakland Gardens
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

Lunar New Year Celebration 

Memories
are made at

718.224.8787
63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard
Marathon Parkway
Douglaston, New York 11363
Come join us March 1st from 2 pm-6 pm for our
amazing bridal showcase. Meet our one of a kind 
vendors, have a private tour of our mansion and
taste our wonderful cuisine.

FOLLOW US ON

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 43
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“The Threepenny Opera” —  
Oh, the shark dear, has such 
teeth dear. Queens College’s 
Department of Drama, 
Theatre and Dance present 
Bertolt Brecht’s ground-
breaking musical — a socialist 
critique of capitalism. 
When: March 19 - March 29, 
Thursday - Friday at 7 pm, 
Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday 

at 3 pm
Where: Goldstein Theatre, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Performing Arts, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $16, $10/ QC students 
with ID and seniors at box 
offi ce only
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 

Circle Meeting — 
Formerly known as the 
Playwrights Circle of 
Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights 
in Queens and Nassau 
counties.
When: Every other 
Wednesday, 7:30 pm – 9:30 
pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 

Continued from Page 36 

Theater

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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By Ed Canty

Trifecta
Across
1. "Graphic" opening
5. Air Force One VIP
9. No longer sick
14. Juicy tidbit?
15.  Baker-Charlie 

precursor
16.  Greek market 

of old
17.  1979 nuclear 

accident site
20. Northern forests
21. Dancing siblings
22.  "The Heartland 

Province"
25. Small batteries
26. Swim stroke
28.  One teaspoon, 

maybe
32. Arctic covering
37. Contradict
38.  "As Phony as a 

_______"
41. Booker of Newark
42. Spray cans
43. R.N.'s habitat
44. No longer cool
46. Bacon feature
47. Airport areas
53.  Data gatherers, 

for short
58. Actress Shirley
59.  Basketball 

violation
62. Fast breaker?
63.  Having all your 

marbles
64. Are you ___ out?
65. Gold of "Benson"
66. Bird house?
67. E-mailer's option

Down
1. "Likewise"
2. "___ Frome"
3. Like some raises
4. Alpha's opposite
5.  Cooking spray 

brand
6.  Credit for driving 

people home?
7.  Ex-governor 

Grasso
8. School board?
9. Spanish houses
10.  Good fruit with 

a bad name?
11. Arena sound
12. Crossword bird
13. Hires competition
18.  Ring bearer, 

maybe
19.  Emphatic type: 

Abbr.

23. Applied frosting
24.  After-dinner 

sandwich?
27. Book of maps
28. Ball girls?
29.  A hodgepodge 

Collection
30.  Place for a 

catnap?
31. Slender fish
32.  "The Seven  

Year ___"
33. Ah follower
34. Acts human?
35.  Fall through the 

cracks?
36. "Yo!"
37.  Pal, rapper-

style
39. "___ we forget"
40. "Code" lead-in

44.  Bridge 
declaration

45.  Give one's 
word

46. Afire
48. Alert color?
49.  Yankee great 

Roger
50.  Carry ___  

(sing on pitch)
51. :
52.  Mortimer the 

dummy
53. Bud holder
54. Asian language
55. "Fine" follower
56. Caddie's bagful
57.  Bad mark?
60. "___ moment"
61.  Maiden 

designation?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

PLAY ON WORDS
M A M B A E A S E S P Y
A D I O S S K I M S U R I
D E T E S T P I L O T B A N
E N T R E E N O T A B L Y

S T E W E I R E
B A R S T O O D R O T C
A G E D H O N E S W I R L
R O P E E S S S T O A
B R O N C R E E F E B O N

A R I L S T R I P E N D
T R A P T R I M

T W O S O M E S L A C K S
S R I P R E D A T E L I N E
P A N S C R A M U T T E R
A Y E H E M P P A Y E E

DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com

ence members in Decem-
ber 2013. 

With this first success 
behind her, Siniakova 
decided to start a concert 
series of early and classi-
cal music at Saint Peter’s 
Church on Lexington Av-
enue in Manhattan. 

As she prepped for 
this second show, Sini-
akova did the same sort 
of pre-performance mail-
ings, outreach and pub-
licity that led to the first 
one’s success.

This time, however, 
the concert was a bust, 
and she had no idea why.

“I went to someone 
who does art consulting 
and spoke to him and 
gave him a list of the 
deeds I had done,” she 
said. “He said, you did 
everything right.”

The problem, he told 
her, was she faced too 
much competition in 
Manhattan, where near-
ly every church or social 
hall has developed its 
own concert series. 

But rather than give up, 
Siniakova opted to think 
locally — very locally. 

“In Queens, there is 
not really a lot of classi-
cal or early music,” she 
said. 

Those choices are 
even more limited in her 
Little Neck-Douglaston 
neighborhood. 

People who seek those 
types of performances 
have to fight the traf-
fic or hop the LIRR into 
the city. And that’s after 
working an eight-hour 
day and being lucky 
enough to land a babysit-
ter, she said. 

“How do I get to Man-
hattan with work and 
kids?” said Siniakova. 

“How do you do that? The 
answer is you don’t.”

So Siniakova brings 
the city’s musical scene 
to them. 

Cellist Jia Kim and 
Pianist Taisiya Pushkar 
present the second show 
of the series, “On Love 
and Other Troubles!” 
Sunday, Feb. 15, with a 
program of Beethoven, 
Schumann, Brahms and 
Piazzolla. 

Reach News Editor 
Kevin Zimmerman by e-
mail at kzimmerman@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4541.

Continued from Page 37 

Concerts

Jia Kim (l.) and Taisiya Pushkar present “One Love and Other 
Troubles!” at The Community Church of Little Neck Feb. 15.  

Photos courtesy Metis Performing Arts
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BY MERLE EXIT

It is a time for family reunions when special cakes 
made basically of rice flour and brown sugar are pre-
pared to share for the celebration.  

The Sheraton LaGuardia East, located at 135-20 
39th Ave. in Flushing, will once again sell its signa-
ture Lunar New Year cakes this year. 

Lily Yi, who works as the hotel’s pastry chef, 
has been creating these delicacies for more than 20 
years using Japanese flour, which she finds creates 
a smooth texture in the cakes. 

Yi prepares three varieties: eight treasure purple 
rice cake, red bean sponge cake and mixed nuts and 
taro sponge cake. 

“We sold over 1,000 last year,” said Executive Chef 
Gary Fasina. “They have to be pre-ordered as it takes 
two days to make.”

There will be an opportunity to sample the cakes 
when the hotel hosts a Lunar New Year Expo Feb. 14 
and 15, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., which is open to the 
public.  

Chinois,” by the Pan Asian 
Repertory Theatre, Feb. 15; a 
presentation of traditional and 
contemporary Asian choreog-
raphy by dance troupe Danc-
ing Wind, Feb. 20; a sampler of 
Chinese, Korean, Taiwanese 
and other national dances, Feb. 
22; an exhibition, along with a 
demonstration, by two master 
calligraphers, also Feb. 22; and 
a concert of traditional Chinese 
folk music, accompanied by 
dance and acrobatic stunts, by 
EastRiver Ensemble, Feb. 28. 

On Sunday, Feb. 15, the 
celebration shifts to Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park and the 
Queens Museum, where the New 
York Chinese Cultural Center 
hosts its “Lunar New Year Bash 
— The Year of the Goat.”

The program, which runs 
from 1 p.m. - 4:30  p.m., includes 
costumed performers present-
ing dances from China’s vari-
ous regions and ethnic groups. 
Museum visitors can also take 
part in a Chinese paper cut-
ting demonstration and take 
home their own creation of this 
15,000-year-old folk art form.

Although the Lunar New 
Year is often referred to as the 
Chinese New Year, the holiday 
is not limited to China. 

The Vietnamese celebrate 
Tét. In Korea the holiday is 
called Seoinal. And in the 
mountainous regions of Tibet 
the celebration goes by the 
name Losar — made up of the 

Tibetan words for year, lo, and 
new, sar. 

At Astoria’s Spanish Cen-

ter, 41-01 Broadway, take part 
in a traditional Tibetan  Losar 
celebration Feb. 22. 

The afternoon includes 
prayer ceremonies and a Ti-
betan lunch. Tickets are avail-

able by calling (917) 300-9254. 
Tickets are $20/advance regis-
tration, $30/at door.

Continued from Page 35 

New 
Year

A marcher in last year’s Lunar New Year parade in Flushing wears a tra-
ditional outfit. 

Lunar New Year celebrations can end on a tasty note

A young girl takes part in last year’s Lunar New Year parade in Flushing. 

Korean caligrapher Dr. Yoo Sung Lee unrolls a scroll done in the tradi-
tional style of Asian writing.  Photo by Michael Shain

The eight treasure purple rice cake (l.) and red bean sponge cake , made by chefs at the Sheraton LaGuardia East in 
Flushing, are traditional Lunar New Year treats.  Photos by Merle Exit

Marchers control the dragon with wooden poles as they move along the 
parade route in Flushing. 
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— After the Flushing Lunar 
New Year Parade, head to the 
Botanical Garden for children’s 
crafts and activities to celebrate 
the Year of the Sheep.  
When: Saturday, Feb. 21, at 
1 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Noguchi Open Studio: 
Drop-In Program for 
Families — On the fi rst 
Sunday of every month, 
families can explore the 
galleries and then spend 
time in the education room 
making art. Educators will be 
on hand to discuss gallery 
connections, introduce 
materials and assist in art 
making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/
includes museum admission 
and materials
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

Continued from Page 40 

Arts DANCE

Ballet Hispanico — This 
company combines Latin 
dance with classical and 
contemporary techniques to 
create its own style. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 14, at 
2 pm and 8pm, and Sunday, 
Feb. 15 at 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $25 - $42
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org

“Beauty of Ballet” — The 
School of American Ballet 
presents an introduction 
to the world of ballet with 
excerpts from classical 
pieces and demonstrations. 
When: Sunday, Feb. 22, at 1 
pm and 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free, no reservations 
fi rst come, fi rst served
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.
queenstheatre.org

Japanese Classical Dance 
at Resobox — Workshops 
teach the 400-year-old 
nichibu dance popularized 

in kabuki. All experience 
levels are welcome and all 
materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 
11; 6:30 pm workshop for all 
ages 12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Polit-Sheer-Form! — The 
China-based art group attempts 
to create a framework for 
collective life in today’s 
consumer-oriented China. 
When: Through March 8
Where: Queens Museum, New 
York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Suggested — $8/adults, 
$4/students and seniors, 
Free/children under 12
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.
queensmuseum.org

MoMA PS1 — Now on display, 
“The Little Things Could Be 
Dearer,” “Bob and Roberta 
Smith: Art Amnesty,” 
“Francesco Vezzoli: Teatro 
Romano,” “Zero Tolerance” 
and “Samara Golden: The 
Flat Side of the Knife.”

When: Through March 8
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/
students and seniors, Free/
children under 16
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

Isamu Noguchi, Patent 
Holder: Designing the 
World of Tomorrow — 
This exhibition looks at 
the relationship between 
Noguchi’s work in sculpture 
and design leading up to the 
1939 World’s Fair. 
When: Through March 19
Where: Dr. M. T. Geoffrey 
Yeh Art Gallery, Sun Yat Sen 
Hall, 8000 Utopia Parkway, 
Jamaica Estates
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 990-7476
Website: www.stjohns.edu

Emerging Artist Fellowship 
Exhibition — The annual exhibit 
at Socrates Sculpture Park 
includes works by 15 artists, who 
have created pieces with the 
larger narrative of public space 
in dynamic and daring ways. 
When: Through March 22
Where:  Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Art in the Garden: Paul Lin 
& Botanical Therapeutic 
Art — Lin blends fi ne art 
and traditional crafts and 
turns natural materials into 
landscapes and portraits. 
When: Through April 12
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors, 
$2/students with ID and 
children over 3
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

COMEDY
Open Mic at Rapture 
Lounge — All musicians, 
poets, writers, singers-
songwriters, comedians and 
performance artists are 
welcome. Sign-up at 8 pm.
When: Mondays, 8:30 pm to 
10 pm
Where: Rapture Lounge, 34-
27 28th Ave., Astoria
Cost: No cover, $10 minimum
Contact: (718) 626-8044
Website: www.
rapturelounge.com

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
— Ben Rosenfeld hosts 
fi ve different comics each 
week. Comics range from 
underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. 
The show is absolutely free, 

no cover charge and no drink 
minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld 
ben@bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.
com/blog/archives/astoria_
comedy_all_stars

The Regulars Comedy 
Show — Every Wednesday 
night New York’s up-and-
coming and already arrived 
comedians hang out and 
tell jokes at The Creek & The 
Cave.
When: Wednesdays, 10 pm
Where: The Creek & The 
Cave, 10-93 Jackson Ave., 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 706-8783
Website: www.creeklic.com

Queen’s Secret Improv 
Club — On Friday nights, 
teams perform seven 
improvisation comedy sets 
on the half-hour. Tickets are 
good for all seven shows.
When: Fridays, 7:30 pm to 
11 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Cost: $5/good for all or any 
of the seven performances
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.
secrettheatre.com
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2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Pasta
BAKED ZITI, LASAGNA, RAVIOLI, 

STUFFED SHELLS, OR MANICOTTI - $10.95
PENNE ALA VODKA OR SPAGHETTI 

AND MEATBALLS - $12.95
COMBO: BAKED ZITI, RAVIOLI, LASAGNA, 

AND CHICKEN PARMIGIANA - $17.95

Entrees
CHICKEN: PARMIGIANA, MARSALA, 

FRANCESE, ROLLATINI - $15.95
CHICKEN MELISSA: SAUTEED CHICKEN BREAST, 

SPINACH, ROASTED PEPPER, AND FRESH MOZZARELLA 
IN A SHERRY SAUCE - $16.95

VEAL: PARMIGIANA, MARSALA, OR PICATTA - $16.95
VEAL ANTHONY: BREADED VEAL CUTLET TOPPED 

WITH RICOTTA AND EGGPLANT, 
SERVED PARMIGIANA STYLE - $16.95

EGGPLANT: PARMIGIANA OR ROLLATINI - $13.95

Seafood
SHRIMP: SCAMPI, PARMIGIANA, BELLA, 

MARINARA, OR FRA DIAVOLO - $16.95
SHRIMP ELEGANTE: SHRIMP AND SPINACH IN A LEMON, 

BUTTER, AND WHITE WINE SAUCE 
SERVED OVER LINGUINI - $18.95

SHRIMP DE NIRO: SHRIMP SAUTÉED W/ MUSHROOMS 
AND FRESH MOZZARELLA IN 

MARSALA SAUCE OVER LINGUINI - $18.95
SEA BASS DI MARE: CHILEAN SEA BASS, SHRIMP, 

CLAMS, CALAMARI, & MUSSELS MARECHIARA - $21.95

Dessert
CHEESE CAKE - $6.25 | TARTUFO - $6.25 | TRUFFLES - $6.25 OR BICOTTI (2) - $5.50

Appetizers
GARDEN OR CAESAR SALAD - $7.95

FRESH MOZZARELLA AND TOMATO - $8.95
DOZEN BAKED CLAMS - $12.50

MUSSELS, WHITE OR RED - $11.95
STUFFED PORTOBELLA MUSHROOM - $8.95

ASSORTED ANTIPASTO - $9.95

JOIN US FOR

Valentine’s Day
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less 
people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

*Not to be combined 
with any other offer.

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

718-225-4700Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  347-502-7274 
www.winetimedouglaston.com  

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Benjamin Cardozo knew 
its first-quarter effort could 
not continue if it planned on 
making the case as the best 
public school team in Queens 
and the top seed in the city-
wide playoffs. The Judges 
trailed rival Construction by 
12 points in the opening min-
ute of the second quarter. 

“We were really slug-
gish,” junior guard Aaron 
Walker. “We weren’t playing 
our game. We knew if we kept 
playing like that were going 
to lose. We just decided to 
pick it up.” 

The Judges’ defensive in-
tensity increased and so did 
their offense output. They 
closed the second quarter on 
a 22-5 run and never trailed 
again. 

Construction got as close 
as three points in the fourth 
quarter, but defending city 
champion Cardozo pulled 
away for a 72-60 road win in 
PSAL Queens AA boys’ bas-
ketball Feb. 5. The victory 
clinches the division title 
and top seed in next week’s 
borough championships for 
Cardozo.

“It starts off with our de-
fense,” star guard Rashond Sal-

nave said. “Everybody looks at 
us as just scorers. When we 
really play defense, we are just 
whole different team.”

Walker paced Cardozo with 
a game-high 28 points, four as-
sists and was the linchpin for 
the Judges’ defensive effort. He 
scored nine of Dozo’s 22 points 
during the second quarter run. 
The Judges also created fast 
break points off Construction 
misses during the spurt.

“Walking into the half, 
I felt a lot better after what 
happened,” Judges coach Ron 
Naclerio said. “There was one 
point I told the kids when we 
were down,  ‘Let’s just cut it to 
four or five at the half.’ We are 
a good team and I think the 
pride factor [kicked in].”

Salnave tallied 18 points, 11 
rebounds and five assists. Eli-
jah McNeely added 12 points 
and defended Construction 
star Justin Wright-Forman.

Cardozo (21-1) led 35-30 at 
the half and pushed the lead 
to 53-42 with 1:34 to go in the 
third quarter. Construction 
(20-4) came charging back. The 
Red Hawks, who shot 14 of 26 
from the free throw line for the 
game, pulled within 57-54 on a 
Wright–Foreman free throw 
with 6:05 remaining it the con-
test.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Tom Pugh felt for the last 
two seasons that his time on 
the Holy Cross sidelines was 
coming to an end.

The 68-year-old Pugh and 
the school announced his 
retirement last Friday after 
42 seasons at the helm of the 
Knights and 46 years coaching 
high school football. He will 
still work in the school’s guid-
ance department, help out the 
program when he can and re-
main the vice president of the 
Catholic High School Football 
League. 

He just felt he no longer had 
the passion for the day-to-day 
grind and long hours of coach-
ing. Pugh wanted to enjoy 
more time with his family and 
grandkids, too. 

“There is nothing I’m not 
going to miss, but sometimes 
you just know it’s time to give 
somebody else a shot and sit 
back a little bit,” Pugh said,

He began giving more re-
sponsibility to assistant head 
coach Tim Smith over the 
last four years. Last season 
after an overtime win against 
Chaminade he knew it was 
time to walk way. 

The Knights won the game 
on a play Pugh put in the day 
before the game for that exact 
situation. Flyers coach Ste-
phen Boyd even acknowledged 
the perfect call in the post 
game handshake. But Pugh 
did not get the same thrill 
from the moment as he had in 
the past. 

“Everything worked in our 
favor and normally that would 
keep you elated for three days,” 
Pugh said. “To me it was just 
like another day at the office.”

The players could sense 
Pugh was starting to slowly 
concede control of the coach-
ing responsibilities. They saw 
a possible retirement coming. 
He seemed more relaxed this 
year even as the Knights suf-
fered through a tough 3-7 sea-
son. 

“Coach Pugh was a great 
coach,” quarterback Joshua 
Evans said. “He let his staff do 
their thing, but if something 
was out of place, he would be 
the first to change it.”

One thing Pugh certainly 
changed was the direction of 
the Holy Cross football pro-
gram. The Knights were 0-8 
on all three levels when Pugh 
and longtime assistant coach 
Stan Aufieri took over in 1973. 
Pugh, who played football at 
Elmont and Emporia State 
University in Kansas, quickly 
turned Holy Cross into one of 
the CHSFL’s model and consis-
tently successful programs.

Pugh won 215 games, guid-
ed the Knights to the CHSFL 
Class AAA title in 1977 and 
won seven other league cham-
pionships during his tenure. 
He is a member of the league’s 
Hall of Fame. Former Cross 
star Devon Cajuste is star-
ring at Stanford and  fellow 
standout Kevin Ogeltree just 
finished his seventh season in 
the NFL.

“I got Stanley with me and 
we built a winning tradition 

over the years,” Pugh said. 
“We have had a great tradition 
and I think we kept it above 
board and clean.”

He isn’t exactly sure what 
he is going to do with his extra 
time, but joked it gives him a 
chance to watch football wher-
ever he can find a game. One 
thing Pugh won’t stop doing 
is helping Holy Cross play-
ers and students get into col-
lege. These are just part of the 
things his players appreciated 
about their coach.

“He used to stay on me in 
school to keep my grades up 
because he wanted me to play 
Division I ball,” junior receiv-
er Ahmed Bah said.

Pugh’s successor has yet 
to be named. He has endorsed 
Smith and has been groom-
ing him for the job. One thing 
Pugh is sure of is that his 
coaching career has come to 
a close and he has no desire to 
overstay his time.

“I’ve been thinking about 
it,” Pugh said. “I’m not going 
to wait too long. I don’t believe 
in that.

After 42 years at Holy Cross, football coach retires

Tom Pugh, who has been coaching football at Flushing’s Holy Cross High 
School since 1973, is retiring as coach, but is staying on at the school as 
a guidance counselor. Photo by Dominick Totino

Junior Rashond Salnave of Cardozo drives strong to the basket. 
Photo by Gina Palermo

Pugh calls his last play

Cardozo Judges rule 
with division crown
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BY DAVID CORDOVA 

A broken play gave Kaitlin 
Mahon a chance to break Bish-
op Loughlin’s heart.

Archbishop Molloy, trail-
ing by one with 7.9 seconds left 
in the game, was attempting 
to get Quinnipiac-bound star 
Aryn McClure an inbounds 
pass. She had the option to kick 
to Emer Moloney or Taylor 
Kurs on the outside. Instead 
Mahon found herself with a 
ball and lane to basket. 

“I looked at the clock and 
I just went for it,” she said. “I 
just dribbled up the court.”

The Queens College com-
mit put up a 10-foot floater that 
found the bottom of the net at 
the buzzer to give the visiting 
Stanners an important 49-48 
victory over the host Lions in 
CHSAA girls’ basketball on 
Jan 4. It was the first last-sec-
ond winner of Mahon’s career. 

“It was a great feeling,” she 
said. “I honestly won’t forget 
it.”

McClure led the Stanners 
with 11 points. Bishop Lough-
lin’s sophomore Milicia Reid 
and junior Skydajah Patterson 
each had 13 points. The victory 
hands Loughlin its first league 

loss and keeps Molloy, which 
was dealing with injuries in 
January, in the game behind 
the Lions and Christ the King 
for the regular season title. 
Molloy is still playing without 
junior guard Kathryn Gibson, 
who hurt her ACL.

“The kids played hard, had 
a tough run.” Molloy coach 
Scott Lagas said. “We lost a 
girl to an ACL injury, but we 
have stayed together through 
tough times.” 

In the early going, it was all 
Molloy (14-5) as it attacked the 

basket and held the lead into 
the second quarter. Reid then 
sparked the Lions (17-3) with 
a three-pointer to cut the defi-
cit to 18-12, but the Stanners 
went into halftime leading 
20-17. Molloy picked up where 
it left off in the third quarter. 

McClure dominated the frame 
with help from Kurs and Molo-
ney. 

“The defense was extraor-
dinary,” Lagas said. “If we’re 
able keep teams under 50 
points, then we will be suc-
cessful.”

Bishop Loughlin would not 
stay down for long. Reid and 
senior Oshunremi Iwelu con-
tributed with scoring in the 
third quarter, which brought 
their team within four points 
of Molloy at the end of the 
frame. Loughlin finally cap-
tured its first lead at 42-40 on 
a layup by Patterson with 4:40 
left in the fourth. 

The game remained tight 
over the final four minutes, 
setting the stage for the excit-
ing finish. Reid hit a jumper to 
bring Loughlin to a 48-47 lead 
with 7.9 seconds left. Mahon’s 
last second floater quickly 
changed that and had Molloy 
feel it is past the injury bug 
that hammered the team the 
last month. 

“A lot of people have been 
doubting us of late,” Mahon 
said. “It shows that we are 
ready and able to compete in 
our league.”

One of New York City’s top 
players is waiting for college 
coaches to figure out what ev-
eryone else has learned this 
year.

Benjamin Cardozo guard 
Aaron Walker is a Division I 
player and should start to be 
treated like one. The junior 
combo guard was without a 
single college scholarship of-
fer despite continuing to excel 
on both ends of the floor until 
Manhattan was the first to 
give him one last weekend. 

Walker, who came over 
from Archbishop Molloy, has 
taken his game to the next lev-
el. He’s been the X-factor for a 
team that is 21-1 and looking to 
defend its PSAL Class AA city 
title. 

“Aaron is like the jugger-
naut on our team,” star junior 
guard Rashond Salnave said. 
“He just runs right through 
people.”

The 6-foot-2 Walker is com-
ing off a 28-point performance 
while a little under the weath-
er in a 72-60 win over borough 
rival Construction last week. 
He is averaging 15.8 points 
and 5.4 rebounds per game in 
league play and is arguably 
the best on ball defender in the 
city. 

Walker takes pride in his 
defense and wants to guard the 
opponents’ best player. He has 
controlled Division I prospects 
Devonte Green of Long Island 
Lutheran, Rawle Alkins of 
Christ the King and Temple 
Gibbs of Seton Hall Prep. 

“The hype around a whole 
lot of players, I’m not a hater, 
but I give credit where credit 
is due,” Salnave said. “He de-
serves a lot more credit that 
what he’s getting.”

While other players in the 
city are deservingly piling up 
offers, Walker, outside of Man-

hattan, has just interest from 
Georgia Tech, Seton Hall, 
Cincinnati, Minnesota and St. 
Francis Brooklyn. It should 
only be a matter of time before 
that changes, especially for 
mid-major schools. 

“I think coaches recruit to 
rankings and not to what their 
eyes see,” said one Division I 

assistant coach who has seen 
Walker play on multiple occa-
sions. “I expect the kid to re-
ally blow up. It’s one of those 
things  --- you’re not attractive 
until the quarterback starts 
dating you.” 

Walker, who has an 87 aver-
age in school, is a player in ev-
ery sense of the word, thanks 

to his smarts, strength and 
desire to win. He can attack 
the basket off the dribble, slam 
it home or finish strong even 
with contact. Walker can also 
consistently bury big 3-point-
ers. 

His ability to be physical 
can seriously frustrate who-
ever he is told to guard. That 
player is usually a non-factor 
in the game. Walker can only 
go up from here.

“He still hasn’t come close 
to reaching his total poten-
tial,” Cardozo coach Ron Na-
clerio said. 

The lack of offers has yet 
to bother Walker, who played 
AAU ball with Sports U last 
summer. Instead he has used it 
as motivation to help his team 
win and continually prove he 
is deserving of more attention 
and accolades.  

“My freshman and sopho-
more year I wasn’t really 
known,” Walker said. “I just 
kept working.”

It’s slowly starting to pay 
off. 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Junior guard Aaron Walker, who recently picked up a scholarship of-
fer from Manhattan, dribbles past Wesley Nelson of Construction. 

Photo by Gina Palermo

Archbishop Molloy’s Kaitlyn Mahon hit a shot at the buzzer to beat Bishop Loughlin. Photo by Jason Speakman 

Scholarships should be headed to Dozo’s Walker

Oh, Mahon: Malloy beats buzzer for win
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$207
†

PER MO/36 MOS

$149
†

PER MO/36 MOS

$249
†

NEW 2015  
HYUNDAI

ELANTRA 
SE

NEW 2015 HYUNDAI

SONATA SE
NEW 2015 HYUNDAI

TUCSON GLS
FWD

NEW 2015 HYUNDAI

SANTA FE
SPORT AWD

www.SouthShoreHyundai.com
360 W. SUNRISE HWY., VALLEY STREAM  NY 11581

855-442-1803

0%
APR FINANCING 
60 MONTHS
AVAILABLE*

TIRED OF THE 
CREDIT FIGHT?
We make it easy as

1-2-3
1.  Prove Income  

& residence
2.  If you make  

$375 per week
3.  Have a valid  

state id or license

IF YOU’VE BEEN TURNED DOWN IN THE PAST, WE CAN HELP!
• Bad Credit • No Credit • Divorce • Repossession • Bankruptcy • Tax Liens • First Time Buyer • Cash Income • Judgements

Credit History may affect cash down, APR% & Terms; bankruptcies must be discharged; job & steady residence required.

Tax & MV fees add’l. †Leases subj to prime lender approval with excellent (720+) credit score. 12k mi/yr. 20¢ ea add’l mi. Total due at signing: $107=$2697; $149=$2739; $207=$3307; $249=$3339. No sec dep. Lessee responsible 
for excess wear & maint. *Available with Tier 1 credit approval; on select new vehicles; in lieu of any factory rebates and dealer incentives; see dealer for details. Not responsible for typographical errors. Offers valid though 3/2/15.

PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

a division of

NYAUTOGIANT.COM

$10,788
Auto, Black,  
Stk #U3248O, 
31k mi

‘12 HYUNDAI

ACCENT SE

‘05 NISSAN PATHFINDER SE 
Auto, Black, Stk #U3315I,  
72k mi .........................................NOW 

$9,995
‘07 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
Auto, Maroon, Stk #U333I,  
68k mi .....................................NOW 

$12,689
‘11 KIA SORENTO LX 
Auto, 2wd, White, Stk #U3293I,  
52k mi .......................................NOW 

$12,789
‘08 HYUNDAI AZERA 
Auto, Gray, Stk #U3332T,  
63k mi .......................................NOW 

$12,789

‘11 HONDA CIVIC LX 
Auto, Bue, Stk #U3330T,  
28k mi ......................................NOW 

$12,990
‘12 HYUNDAI TUCSON LTD 
Auto, White, Stk #U3326T,  
43k mi ......................................NOW 

$19,998
‘11 BMW 328i XDrive 
Auto, Black, Stk #U3309A,  
28k mi .................................... NOW 

$23,688
‘13 GMC YUKON XL 
Auto, Black, Stk #U3210O,  
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$29,789

PER MO/36 MOS

$107
†

PRESIDENTS’ WEEKEND
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The defending city cham-
pions lost back-to-back games 
to Grand Street and division 
rival Murry Bergtraum last 
week, leaving them in third 
place at best when the girls’ 
basketball playoffs begin Feb. 
24.

“It’s just frustrating be-
cause it messes up our seed-
ing for playoffs,” senior guard 
Robyn Francis said. 

The Patriots, which hadn’t 
practiced since Sunday be-
cause of the snow, fell to host 
Grand Street 61-46 Jan. 3 and 
let a seven-point fourth-quar-
ter lead get away in a 53-45 
road defeat to Lady Blazers the 
following day.

“I thought it hurt us a little 
bit,” Lewis coach Steve Tsai 
said of the weather’s effect on 

the schedule. “I thought we 
started OK. We had a certain 
game plan we went through 
and then slowly just faded.”

His team led 43-36 with 6:40 
to go in the game only to see the 
advantage quickly erased and 
never recovered. Bergtraum 
closed the game on a 25-2 run 
behind Seton Hall-bound 
guard Ashanae McLaughlin 
(20 points) and center Alex-
andria Smith (12 points). The 
Patriots lost their patience on 
offense and couldn’t get back 
on track. The misses only fu-
eled the Lady Blazers’ run and 
transition offense.

“In the beginning I thought 
we were patient and we were 
able to get shots that we want-
ed,” Tsia said. “That’s the 
thing.  When teams starting 
making their run are we going 
to be composed?”

The teams played to a 
similar result on their first 
meeting Jan. 5. Bergtraum 
outscored Lewis 41-16 in the 
second half. Francis believes 
her team is struggling to put 

all phases of the game togeth-
er consistently. This time they 
did not rebound or defend well 
enough to win against Grand 
Street and Bergtraum.

“That one thing missing 

is what makes us lose the 
games,” Francis said. 

Her team got a big lift from 
reserve guard Cassidy Khan, 
who scored all 12 of his points 
in the second quarter. Lewis 
led 26-15 with 2:30 to go in the 
first half after a Khan 3-point-
er capped a 14-2 run. Francis 
scored 11 points and Domin-
ique Williams added eight. 

Even with the playoffs two 
weeks away Tsai is not alarmed 
that the lull happened so late 
in the year. With time to make 
adjustment it may benefit his 
club long term because it could 
serve as a wake-up call. 

Francis certainly took it 
that way.

“I don’t want to see us go 
down like this,” Francis said. 
“I want to come back with an-
other championship. Nobody 
wants to end on a bad note.”

Brozoski, LuHi drive through Christ the King
BY PATRICK MCCORMACK 

Lauren “Boogie” Brozoski 
wasn’t lovin’ it. 

If the Cambria Heights 
native and Long Island Lu-
theran girls’ basketball star 
had it her way, she would 
have been elected as a McDon-
ald’s All-American. She didn’t 
take kindly to Christ the King 
coach Bob Mackey playfully 
reminding her of the snub. 

“Before the game Mackey 
goes to me and said Burger 
King not McDonald’s,” the 
Michigan-bound guard said.  
“I am like, he did not just say 
that to me. When he said that 
,that sparked a little fire un-
der me.”

The Christ the King coach’s 
comments fueled the flames 

for a season high 30-point 
performance by Brozoski as 
she led host Long Island Lu-
theran past Christ the King 
58-46, in a battle of two of New 
York state’s top teams Feb. 5. 
Mackey knew his words moti-
vated the Crusaders star after 
watching her.

“Hell, yeah, I know it did 
and I feel bad, “Mackey said. 
“She is a quality player and 
she deserves the accolades.”

The defending state Fed-
eration Class AA champion 
Crusaders took advantage of 
the Royals’ mistakes late in 
the second quarter going on a 
9-2 run, which was capped by 
a three-pointer by Brozoski to 
make it 32-20. Mackey cred-
ited LuHi’s success to their 
ability to finish. 

“They executed and every 
time Lauren scores 30 points 
it’s going to be a pretty good 
night for them,” he said. 

LuHi (12-4) capped off a 
successful third quarter with 
a jumper from Nani Redford, 
to put the Crusaders up 47-32. 
Mackey said Long Island Lu-
theran’s experience showed 
against his team’s youth. 
Turnovers, like they have had 
in other big games this sea-
son, hurt the Royals (10-7).

“We have executed more as 
a team and work together,” ju-
nior guard Sydney Zambrotta 
said. 

The Royals started to come 
back in the beginning of the 
fourth quarter with an 8-2 run 
sparked by Dominique Tous-
saint, who scored a team-high 

16 points and Zambrotta, who 
had nine points. Christ the 
King got as close as 50-42 on 
a three-point play by Cynthia 
Perez. 

“It was tough loss,” Tous-
saint said “We can’t get it 
back.  Hopefully, we just learn 
from it.”

The game was park of 
a double header between 
the school’s boys’ and girls’ 
squads. It wasn’t the Royals’ 
best game, but they can still 
win the CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens regular season crown 
with games against first-place 
Bishop Loughlin and rival 
Archbishop Molloy remain-
ing. 

“It was a good experience 
and that’s why you play the 
game,” Mackey said. “There 

were some things I thought 
were good and some things 
we need to clean up. If we 
can clean them up, I think we 
have a really good shot down 
the stretch.”

Christ the King 69, Long 
Island Lutheran 66: Sopho-
more point guard Jose Al-
varado bounced back from a 
tough game against Iona Prep 
by scoring a game-high 24 
points, grabbing six rebounds 
and dishing out five assists 
for Christ the King (16-4). 
His layup with less than two 
minutes to play in the game 
capped a 12-2 run and put the 
Royals up for good at 63-55. 

Rawle Alkins posted his 
second career triple-double 
with 13 points, 12 rebounds 
and 10 assists for CK. 

Francis Lewis’ Robyn Francis (11) drives to the basket along the baseline 
against St. Mary’s. Photo by Jason Speakman

Lewis’ quest for top playoff seed falters
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ered a high turnover field with 
many workers at constant risk 
of unemployment through no 
fault of their own, according 
to the bill. 

“Grocery workers should 
not be discarded like spoiled 
produce when a new employer 

takes over their store. This 
legislation would ensure that 
workers and their families 
are protected during the tran-
sition period,” said Stuart 
Appelbaum, president of the 
Retail, Wholesale and Depart-
ment Store union.  “This bill 
is good for our communities 
as well – experienced grocery 
workers have knowledge of 
proper sanitation procedures, 

health regulations, and under-
standing of the clientele and 
communities they serve.”

New York City is not the 
first city to propose a grocery 
worker retention bill. Its sister 
bill became law in 2005 in Los 
Angeles and San Francisco 
will see a similar law in place 
by July. In 2011, the California 
Supreme Court ruled that the 
law was constitutional.

was a Kabuki theater around 
firehouses,” de Blasio said. 
“We have made it a point not 
to engage in that practice. I 
think it’s been appreciated by 
the City Council and the pub-
lic alike. [We are] trying to 
be straightforward about real 
costs,” he said in between sips 
of lemon herbal tea with honey 
as he battled illness.

The mayor pledged to keep 

promoting universal pre-K 
and after-school programs for 
middle school children in ad-
dition to a literacy interven-
tion for children and language 
services for parents by adding 
over $530 million. An estimat-
ed $30 million will be added to 
varied CUNY programs. 

In order to address the rise 
in the homeless population, 
the city needs $28 million for 
rental assistance as well as 
programs to move homeless 
New Yorkers out of shelters 
and $8.6 million to prevent 

New Yorkers from becoming 
homeless,  he said.

 His budget proposals add-
ed $5 million to the popular 
IDNYC, a new identification 
card option for all New York-
ers, for staffing to address the 
260,000 appointments.

The mayor mentioned that 
middle-class households had 
fallen by 4 percent and now 
make up only 25 percent of the 
population in New York City 
since 1990. 

tions for positions, calling on 
the Port Authority to address 
the question of membership 
first. 

“I thought that they were 
going about this all wrong,” 
he said. “I think the first 
thing they should do is es-
tablish the membership and 
then the membership can go 
along whether there’s one or 
two roundtables … Every-
body’s appointing themselves 
part of this and it’s not work-
ing out at all.”

The issue was discussed 
at a roundtable meeting Nov. 
20, in addition to two other 
meetings held in June and in 
August. 

The Eastern Queens Al-
liance, a federation of civic 
associations from southeast 
Queens, supports separate 
roundtables, while Queens 
Quiet Skies, an advocacy 
group that started in north-
east Queens, wants one 
roundtable for the two air-
ports. 

In his March directive, 
Cuomo said the two round-
tables would include repre-
sentatives of local elected 
officials and would allow all 
parties to seek mutually ben-
eficial ways to manage noise 
impacts. 

He also said the roundta-
bles would provide communi-
ties with suggestions, infor-
mation and ongoing updates 
during the separate Part 150 
Noise Studies, an $8 million 
agreement between Port Au-
thority and environmental 
science associates. The stud-
ies would study 65 decibels 
and day/night levels and for 

informational purposes, 55 
decibels and day/night lev-
els.

On Jan. 28, the Port Au-
thority said both airports had 
set passenger records in 2014, 
with 53.2 million passengers 
at JFK and an airport high 
of 26.9 million passengers 
at LaGuardia, according to 
Schreiber. 

The FAA also came up 
with a solution to address 
airlines violating their tem-
porary slot assignments. The 
agency is proposing 81 sched-
uled operations per hour and 
two unscheduled operations 
at JFK and 71 scheduled op-
erations per hour and three 
unscheduled operations. 

This would bring 1,205 
slots daily to JFK between 
6 a.m. and 10 p.m. and 1,136 
slots between 6 a.m. and 9:59 
p.m. at LaGuardia. 

“They would take off more 
than their allotted slots and 
sometimes they wouldn’t use 
them at all and there was no 
way of giving them to other 
airlines,” Schreiber said. “So 
the FAA — they actually want 
to do something right in this 
case — they actually want to 
make the slots permanent.”

Schreiber also said the 
FAA Reauthorization and 
Reform Act of 2012 expires 
at the end of fiscal year 2015, 
meaning Congress would 
have to enact new legislation 
to authorize funding and set 
policy priorities for the FAA.

Reauthorization affects 
the number of slots, technol-
ogy such as NextGen engines 
and the community’s clout, 
he added. 

“It can affect how much of 
a say we as community stake-
holders have in their opera-
tion,” he said.

lowest risk overall, while 
Hunts Point in the Bronx was 
the highest risk district, with 
a 60 percent poverty rate. 

The Queens neighborhood 
that was overall the lowest 
risk in most categories was 
Bayside, which ranked second 
best in Education, just behind 
Battery Park/Tribeca. Bayside 
ranked top 10 in all categories 
except for Housing.  Astoria 
was the only Queens neighbor-
hood that cracked the top 10.

According to Citizens Com-
mittee for Children “CCC has 
been producing its Commu-
nity Risk Ranking for more 
than 20 years as part of Keep-
ing Track, the most extensive 
database available on the 
status of NYC’s 2 million chil-
dren. By highlighting the vast 
inequality in child well-being 
across the city and illustrating 
how risks are interrelated, the 
ranking can help to determine 
where additional resources, 
supports, or services are need-
ed to improve outcomes for 
children.” 

The Queens neighborhoods 
that ranked the worst were Ja-
maica/ St. Albans (overall risk 
44 out of 59) - a combination 
of all the categories; Jackson 
Heights (economic security 
39 out of 59) Ridgewood/Glen-
dale (education 48 out of 59) 
and Elmhurst/Corona (fam-
ily and community 42 out of 
59).  In terms of highest health 

risk Queens Village ranked 58 
out of 59, second only to East 
Tremont in the Bronx. Queens 
Village has problems with 
children without health insur-
ance, low birth weight and in-
fant mortality.

“Although the city has 
taken significant initial steps 
to combat inequality and im-
prove opportunities for all New 
Yorkers, especially children, 
our Community Risk Ranking 
reveals that initiatives cur-
rently underway must go deep-
er and broader in the coming 
years to bridge this divide,” 
the report said.  “We must in-
crease our investments in pro-
grams and services that help 
children and families thrive 
and pay particular attention 
to the impact of such invest-
ments on the highest-risk com-
munities where the barriers to 
child well-being are most pro-
found,” said Jennifer March, 
the executive director.

CCC said it hoped the re-
port would lead to more af-
fordable housing, an increase 
in the minimum wage and an 
increase in outreach for pre-
natal care.

Continued from Page 1 
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Bayside and Astoria are ranked as 
the best neighborhoods in Queens 
to raise children. 

BY BILL PARRY

Apple is coming to 
Queens. 

The technology giant is 
currently constructing its 
first retail outlet in the bor-
ough on the second floor of 
the Queens Center Mall, at 
90-15 Queens Blvd., accord-
ing to someone familiar with 
site.

The new Apple Store will 
be the company’s largest in 
a New York mall and could 
open later this year. A spokes-
man for Queens Center, the 

largest mall in the borough 
with nearly 1 million square-
feet of retail space, refused to 
comment.

Apple, the first U.S. com-
pany valued at over $700 bil-
lion, whose spokeswoman 
also refused to comment, 
will also expand to Brooklyn 
and Manhattan’s Upper East 
Side.

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Apple to open fi rst 
store in borough

Schneps Communications, the owner of the 
Queens Courier, has purchased the Ridgewood 
Times and the Times Newsweekly.

 The purchase price was not disclosed.

 The two Ridgewood papers, which are 
103 years old, have been owned by Maureen 
Walthers since 1986.  

She will stay on during the transition.

Ridgewood papers sold to Courier
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Get A FREE Matching Boxspring!

More gel. More coils. More innovative than ever. With Dual Effects® gel 
memory foam for cooler comfort, and upgraded coils for more support.

Featuring EverFeel™ Technology and an enhanced layer of Cool Action™ Dual
Effects® Gel Memory Foam for a deep, plush supportive comfort .  

SAVE
$1,800
on any Serta Motion

Adjustable
Base

See store for details.

UP
TO

with any Serta iseries
or icomfort purchase.

See store for details.

SAVE
UP TO AN ADDITIONAL

$200 
On Posturepedic Hybrid.

See store for details.

The perfect combination of cool, 
conforming comfort with the 

deep-down coil support 
of a Sealy Posturepedic.

Twin, Full and King sizes available at similar savings.
All models available for purchase may not be on display. Photos are for illustration purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Previous sales do not apply. 

L E G E N D

Sleep well on our exclusive G.S. Stearns Luxury Mattress Collection 
featuring silk, wool, individually wrapped coils & memory foam. 

Experience the ultimate in comfort with our exclusive Beautyrest 
Legend Mattresses featuring Smart Response coil technology.

UP TO
$600
VALUE!

UP
TO

Day thru Monday!

PLUS UP TO AN ADDITIONAL

$500OFF
any G.S. Stearns set purchase 

See store for details.

1/2 OFF
BIGGEST
DISCOUNT  

EVER! FREE
Comforter,

Sheets, Duvet & 
1 Down Pillow!

With any G.S. Stearns, Beautyrest 
Legend or Ultimate Queen or 

King set purchase.

UP TO

$319
VALUE!



*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo
period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the min. payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular
account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Min. Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. 

At Sleepy’s, A Comfortable Mattress Is Everything.

Free Delivery
With every Tempur-Pedic purchase.  

Interest for 60 Months* On Tempur-Pedic
60 months financing on any Tempur-Pedic purchase of $2,549 or more made with your Sleepy’s credit card between 2/5/15 & 2/16/15. 

Equal monthly payments required for 60 months.  Other Financing Options Available. See store for details.

The #1 Tempur-Pedic Elite Retailer in New York

$200Off
$200

Gift Card
With select Tempur-Pedic mattress sets.

2 FREE Pillows!
($200 VALUE)

With any Tempur-Pedic mattress set.
Savings vary by size and model. Gift card value equal
to savings. 2 free pillows offer cannot be combined

with 60 month financing. See store for details.

UP 
TO

UP 
TO

DOORBUSTER!

Plus


