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BY BILL PARRY

Astoria’s Q.E.D. perfor-
mance space, which has 
hosted several Saturday 
Night Live stars and other 
stand-up comedians since 
opening last fall, is about 
to give new meaning to 
“bookings.” Owner Kambri 

Crews is teaming up with 
Lexi Beach and the Astoria 
Bookshop to bring more 
books and literary events 
to the growing artistic 
community

The new partnership 
will give Q.E.D. the oppor-
tunity to provide books 
from local writers as well 

as authors who take part 
in readings and signings 
at the club as a “pop-up” 
shop of the Astoria Book-
shop, the only general in-
terest bookstore in western 
Queens.

“I’m excited to provide 
an avenue to introduce 
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BY BILL PARRY

City Councilman Costa Con-
stantinides (D-Astoria) wants 
to make access to the East River 
possible where abandoned and 

dilapidated docks litter the shore-
line. He is working with the city’s 
Economic Development Corpora-
tion to bring an Eco-Dock to the 
Hallets Point peninsula in the 
near future.

“The Eco-Dock will do three 
things,” Constantinides said. “It 
provides recreation and trans-
portation on the water with 20-to-
30 kayak slips and manpowered 
boats, but it has an educational 

component as well. We can get 
kids to interact with the water 
and learn biology, environmental 
sciences, chemistry and ecologi-
cal systems. I’m excited about the 
possibilities right there at the foot 
of the Astoria Houses where right 
now there’s a rotting decrepit 
space.”

With an estimated cost of $4 
million, the docks would be built 
on large pylons that allow the 
structure to float up and down 
with the tide. There is one in Bay 
Ridge, Brooklyn operated by the 
Metropolitan Waterfront Alli-
ance. 

“It’s one thing to read about 
marine life or ecosystems in a 
book, but it’s a whole other thing 
to have a chance to experience it 
firsthand,” Constantinides said. 

The freshman councilman 
made access to Astoria’s consid-
erable waterfront a big part of his 
state of the district address late 
last month. 

“It’s time that we return to our 
roots and again connect with one 
of our greatest local resources, 
the East River.” he said. “There 
was a time in Astoria’s history 
where 120 years ago every road 

Cops arrive at the Main Street station on the LIRR to remove the body of someone who was struck and killed on the 
tracks by an eastbound train earlier this week. The incident tied evening rush hour into knots on the heavily trav-
eled Port Washington line in both directions. Photo by Steve Vazquez

FLUSHING ACCIDENT

BY MADINA TOURE

City Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside) has renewed calls for 
ferry service in northeast Queens 
after Mayor Bill de Blasio an-
nounced a plan for a boroughwide 
ferry service. 

Vallone commended de Bla-
sio’s ferry service proposal but 
said he is “disappointed” that 
there is no plan in place for north-
east Queens.

“I will continue to push for fer-
ry service out of Fort Totten and 
the Citi Field Marina,” he said. “A 
ferry at the cost of a Metrocard 
ride would go a long way to com-
bat the lack of affordable trans-
portation alternatives for those 
living in northeast Queens.”

In a recent interview with the 
TimesLedger, Vallone said he was 
working on a plan for a full-time 
ferry that would run from Citi 
Field into Manhattan and would 
either be privately funded by the 
Mets and the US Open or public-
ly funded, but the United States 
Tennis Association said it has not 
been approached about it.

“We do not have plans to pri-

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Since the outcry over the death of Eric Garner 
in a chokehold applied by an NYPD officer, police 
and community relations have under scrutiny 
and new policies are being tested out across the 
city. 

At the 103rd Precinct Community Council 

103rd Precinct takes on
NYPD’s  new reforms

The Q.E.D. performance space is partner-
ing with the Astoria Bookshop to culti-
vate the literary scene. 

Photo courtesy Kambri Crews

NE Qns. pols 
demand ferry 
for commuters

Dock proposed for Hallets Cove
Floating unit would replace dilapidated pier to open up Astoria’s waterfront 

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 8
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Lit scene in Astoria gets a boost
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BY BILL PARRY

Relief is on the way for 
PS 19 in Corona, the larg-
est elementary school in 
New York City. Decades-old 
rusty temporary trailers 
will be removed and a new 
addition constructed to 
help solve one of the worst 
overcrowding situations in 
the borough.

PS 19 is currently oper-
ating at 167 percent capac-
ity with 2,002 students, 500 
of whom include kinder-
gartners and first-graders 
taught in the exterior 
school trailers, and an ad-
ditional 100 kindergartners 
who were co-located two 
years ago with PS 211 in 
Elmhurst.

Borough President 
Melinda Katz joined City 
Councilwoman Julissa Fer-
reras (D-East Elmhurst) 
and Assemblyman Francis-
co Moya (D-East Elmhurst)   
to make the announcement 
at PS 19 last Friday. “Class-
room trailers are like Band-
Aids - you can make it 
pretty, but it’s always a tem-
porary fix and should never 
be a permanent solution,” 
Katz said. “For too long, PS 
19 has been inadvertently 
punished for its own suc-
cess.”

The plan includes remov-
ing all six Temporary Class-
room Units at PS 19 and tem-
porarily relocating 500 of its 
students to a nearby newly 
constructed building until 
the completed construction 
of a new physical addition 
to PS 19. Despite the over-
crowding it has endured, 
PS 19 is an “A Grade” school 
and meets all of its student 
performance targets ,ac-
cording to the City Depart-
ment of Education 2013-2014 
School Quality Guide. In 
addition, PS 19 students are 
rated as having made excel-
lent year-to-year progress 
on the statewide English 
and Math tests, according 
to the DOE 2013-2014 School 
Quality Snapshot.

“What’s remarkable 
about PS 19 is in spite of 
bursting at the seams from 
chronic capacity issues and 

trailers breaking down, the 
school’s learning environ-
ment remains strong and 
the school performs con-
sistently well,” Katz said. 
“But our families and our 
kids still deserve better re-
sources. Thanks to every 
single person standing here 
today who fought together 
tirelessly for so many years 
with many others, and of 
course Chancellor Farina, 
we will once and for all get 
our kids out of these trailers 
and into real classrooms.”

The DOE and the City 
School Construction Au-
thority have taken steps to 
combat overcrowding and 
improve existing school 
structures in the city. Of the 
SCA’s $13.5 billion 2015-2019 
capital plan, $4.5 billion 
has been set aside for new 
school construction, which 
will include the new addi-
tion for PS 19.

The six TCUs, the largest 
of which was placed on-site 

in 1987,  will be removed in 
the summer of 2016 to make 
room for the addition’s con-
struction. 

“We have worked long 
and hard to end overcrowd-
ing in Corona and the ex-
pansion of PS 19 is a mile-
stone in our progress,” 
Ferreras said.

The councilwoman is a 
former student at PS 19, as 
is  Assemblyman  Moya . 

“Kids belong in class-
rooms, not trailers,” Moya 
said. “For too long, the rust-
ing, thin-walled trailers at 
PS 19 have stood as an ugly 
reminder of the educational 
inequality that plagues our 
school system. All students, 
regardless of what zip code 
they live in, deserve a 
world-class education, not 
classrooms fit for the junk-
yard.”

Construction on the new 
addition is expected to be 
completed in time for the 
2018-2019 school year.

Borough President Melinda Katz joins elected officials in Corona 
to announce that PS 19 will get relief from chronic overcrowding. 

Photo courtesy Julissa Ferreras

Trailers will be gone
at overcrowded PS19
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A new investigative report re-
vealed that four known sex offend-
ers are currently staying in home-
less family shelters in Queens, 
and almost a dozen sex offenders 
are housed in family shelters 
across the city. 

U.S. State Sens. Jeff Klein 
(D-Bronx) and Leroy Comrie (D-
Hollis) held a press conference 
outside of the Lincoln Atlantic 
Motel, a family shelter in Jamaica 
off the Van Wyck Expressway, to 
announce that a sex offender sur-
rounded by at-risk families cur-
rently lived in the shelter. Lincoln 
Atlantic Motel is one of the 21 
homeless shelters in Queens and 
a total of 150 homeless shelters 
within the city. 

The first investigative report 
was released in 2007 by Klein. 
Since then 35 sex offenders have 
assaulted women and children, 
are living in homeless family 
shelters within the five boroughs, 
according to the new 2015 report 

“Uncovering  Sex Offenders In 
Family Homeless Shelters.” Both 

reports were prepared by Klein 
and Assemblyman Matthew Tit-

ione (D-Staten Island.).
According to the report, there 

are sex offenders currently living 
at the following family shelters in 
Queens: Lincoln Atlantic on 90-35 
Van Wyck Expressway, Belt Park 
Family Center on 153-90 Rock-
away Boulevard and Park Family 
Residence on 154-00 Rockaway 
Boulevard. 

A month ago, Klein discovered 
that James Bryant, a level-two sex 
offender who was removed from a 
Bronx shelter, had been relocated 
to a family shelter in Astoria by 
the city’s Department of Home-
less Services. Last week, Bryant 
was forced out of the Westway 
shelter in East Elmhurst after 
community members discovered 
a Level 2 sex offender was living 
there and protested. Bryant had 
been convicted of sexually as-
saulting a 7-year-old child in 2003 
and spent 10 years in prison. 

“The city’s most vulnerable 
families shouldn’t have to worry 

that their next door neighbor is a 
sex predator,” Klein said. “These 

known sex offenders who have 
been convicted of preying on 
children - some as young as 5 and 
7-years-old  - must be housed else-
where to protect these families 
who are trying to get back on their 
feet. If the city’s Department of 
Homeless Services refuses to pro-
tect these youngsters, we will do 
so through state.” 

Last week, the Senate unani-
mously passed Klein’s proposed 
legislation that prohibits Level 
2 and 3 sex offenders from being 
housed in shelters with women 
and children. The bill would 
amend the current social servic-
es law, which allows sex offend-
ers to live in any shelter because 
city and state officials, such as 
the city’s Department of Home-
less Services, are not allowed to 
divulge information on any resi-
dents to shelters.

The placement of residents at 
shelters are mostly based on refer-
rals from DHS, according to the 
Department of Homeless Services 
website.  

State Sens. Jeffrey Klein and Leroy Comrie stand in front of the Lincoln Atlantic 
family shelter, off the Van Wyck Expressway, to announce a new report that re-
vealed 35 sex offenders have resided within family shelters across the city.  

Photo by Sadef Kully

Sex offenders live in four borough shelters: Klein  

BY BILL PARRY

Nearly 50 demonstrators ral-
lied for the removal of the home-
less families shelter at the West-
way Motel in East Elmhurst 
Saturday, a day after a convicted 
child molester was removed from 
the facility. 

Shouting “Westway, No Way” 
and carrying posters that read 
“The Westway is not the Best 
Way” the protesters demanded 
the closure of the shelter, at 71-11 
Astoria Blvd., even after the De-
partment of Homeless Services 
announced plans for a new policy 
change.

“DHS takes safety concerns 
in its shelters very seriously,” a 
spokesman said,“and within its 
legal obligation to provide shel-
ter to anyone in need is moving 
forward with proposed policy 
changes regarding sex offenders 
in shelters housing families with 
children.” 

No Level 2 or 3 sex offender 
would be placed in shelters hous-
ing families with children; they 

will be referred to the single adult 
shelter system.

James Bryant, 49, was moved 
out of The Westway last Friday 
after his presence in the shelter 
set off an uproar among Astoria 
and East Elmhurst residents. 

The convicted felon, a Level 2 sex 
offender, had spent 10 years in 
prison for a 2003 sexual assault of 
a 7-year-old girl, according to the 
state Criminal Justice Division, 
and was taken to an undisclosed 
location after pressure from elect-

ed officials.
“We really put the squeeze 

on DHS,”  state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) said. “Costa 
Constantinides, Aravella Simo-
tas and then Joe Crowley got in-
volved. We jumped on it and in a 
day and a half he was voluntarily 
transferred.”

Constantinides is the council-
man from Astoria, Simotas is the 
assemblywoman for the area and 
Crowley is the congressman for 
that part of Queens.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris’ 
Astoria office received so many 
phone calls from angry constitu-
ents that he joined the battle 
even though the Westway Motel 
is in Peralta’s district. “The con-
tinuing lack of information and 
transparency surrounding the 
Westway is extremely troubling 
and validates the community’s 
concerns about this location from 
the start,”  Gianaris said.

Bryant was moved from a shel-
ter in the Bronx to the Westway 
Motel, where DHSw has been 
housing 121 families since July.

“It’s unconscionable that a 
convicted violent sex offender is 
living in a residential shelter for 
families with children,” Constan-
tinides said. “The Department 
of Homeless Services should not 
permit a situation like this. We 
have lacked adequate access to 
the shelter facilities and its man-
agement, so it came to me as a 
complete surprise that a violent 
sex offender has been permitted 
to live in this facility.”

The outrage over Bryant’s 
presence at the Westway was fur-
ther compounded by DHS’s secre-
cy on the matter. 

“The administration didn’t 
let us know and that’s the core 
issue of DHS’s continued lack of 
communication from Day 1 back 
in July,” Peralta said. “If they 
only communicated with us and 
the community, things would go 
smoother.”

The press secretary for DHS 
confirmed that Bryant had been 
moved out of the Westway but 
could say little more.

Community wants Westway shelter shuttered
Residents stage protest after convicted child molester found living in facility for homeless families

Protestors call for the closure of the shelter for homeless families at the 
Westway Motel in East Elmhurst.
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CATHOLIC
CEMETERIES

n

Last week we selected our fi nal resting place.
Now we’re living life to the fullest.

Please mail to:NAME _______________________
ADDRESS ____________________
                  ____________________
PHONE ______________________
EMAIL _______________________

As indicated, please call/send me my FREE packet. 
I understand that no cemetery representative will ever visit my home.

I am interested in:

www.ccbklyn.org
Mausoleum Space        Cremation Niches

NYP 2/15/15

ST. JOHN CEMETERY

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT



Q
UEENS W

EEKLY, FEB. 15, 2015
5

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

CB 2 wary over Sunnyside Yards housing plan
BY BILL PARRY

The new chairman of 
Community Board 2 is urg-
ing his members, and resi-
dents in the neighborhoods 
surrounding the Sunnyside 
Rail Yards, to stay calm and 
wait for more information 
about Mayor de Blasio’s 
“game-changer” of a plan 
for a massive development 
of an affordable housing 
complex on the site. 

A community uproar en-
sued on social media after 
de Blasio’s State of the City 
address Feb. 3, when he 
called for decking over the 
200-acre site to allow for the 
building of a new Stuyve-
sant Town with more than 
11,000 units.

“There’s so much ap-
prehension about how you 
absorb that many more 
people, perhaps as many 
as 30,000,” CB2 Chairman 
Patrick O’Brien said. “This 
area has already grown so 
much, population-wise, in 
the last decade and the in-

frastructure hasn’t caught 
up yet; the No. 7 subway 
line is maxed out in capac-
ity. The overall plan is ad-
mirable because there is 
such a need, but there are 
so many questions. You 

really can’t formulate an 
opinion until all the details 
are known and the studies 
are just beginning.”

At the CB 2 monthly 
meeting Feb. 5 at Sunny-
side Community Services, 

just two blocks south of the 
massive rail yards, state 
Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) spoke to the crowd 
of more than 200 concerned 
residents. 

“I will not support any 

proposal for Sunnyside 
Yards that is not supported 
by our existing commu-
nity,” Gianaris said. “Any 
talks of thousands of new 
housing units at Sunnyside 
Yards should be secondary 
to meeting our significant 
infrastructure needs. West-
ern Queens is already in 
need of many more schools, 
parks and open spaces, 
and vastly improved mass 
transit, particularly on 
the 7 line. As this process 
unfolds, I look forward to 
working with the commu-
nity to ensure our voices 
are heard loud and clear 
when it comes to Sunnyside 
Yards.”

Noting that 100 percent 
of the Yards is inside the 
boundaries of CB 2, O’Brien 
added, “Where’s the financ-
ing for this project? How 
about all the infrastructure 
that would have to be put in 
like sewers, how about the 
schools and the medical 
facilities? We don’t even 
know if the subsoil in the 

yards could support some-
thing like this because the 
bedrock doesn’t begin un-
til 60 to 70 feet down. Our 
position is one of serious 
interest and concern and 
we’re going to monitor this 
thing closely and not react 
to rumor. Vigilance is the 
watchword.”

O’Brien was elected 
chairman of CB 2 in De-
cember, when Joe Conley 
stepped down after 23 years. 
He was part of the planning 
for Queens West 25 years 
ago and he monitored the 
studies of the rail yards 
for the last two decades. “If 
you start building it down 
in the southwest corner in 
the LIC yards portion by 
Hunters Point Avenue, it 
wouldn’t affect Sunnyside 
at all,” Conley said. “It’s 
closer to the other subway 
routes in Court Square. It’s 
an area known as the MTA 
Yards because the MTA 
owns that portion while 
Amtrak owns the land by 
Sunnyside.”

Mayor de Blasio's plans for the development of the Sunnyside Rail Yards create buzz at a Community 
Board 2 meeting.
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BY JUAN SOTO

Some community mem-
bers in St. Albans are not 
giving up, at least not yet.  

After the Board of Stan-
dards and Appeals ap-
proved the zoning varianc-
es allowing for a five-story 
affordable housing building 
on Farmers Boulevard, the 
neighbors are still trying 
to prevent the church that 
owns the land from erect-
ing the unit in partner-
ship with a developer from 
Westchester County. 

They filed an appeal 
in State Supreme Court 
against the city and the 
Board of Standards and Ap-
peals. 

They went to the Sut-
phin Boulevard courthouse 
Jan. 28.

“It was postponed be-
cause the city was not ready 
for arguments,” said Karen 
Plummer, president of the 
St. Albans Civic Improve-
ment Association.

Both sides are due back 
in court March 18. 

“The city has to answer 
for us,” Plummer said. “We 
are waiting to hear why 
they approved the construc-
tion of this building.”

The project consists of a 
67-unit structure of one- and 
two-bedroom apartments 
that will be built on two 
empty lots located on Farm-
ers Boulevard between 
118th and 119th avenues.

Neighbors said they 
opposed the structure be-
cause, besides traffic con-
gestion, the new residents 
would have a negative im-
pact on PS 15, PS 36 and IS 
59. They said the schools are 
already filled to capacity.

To help pay for the legal 
fees, the St. Albans Civic 
Improvement Association 
held a fund-raiser Jan. 23 at 
the Linden House.   

“It went very well,” said 
Sharon Johnson, a member 
of the association, point-
ing out that about 75 people 
showed up. 

“We are getting support 
from the community,” she 
noted. 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

In a new report released 
by the Citizens Committee 
for Children, Bayside and 
Astoria were ranked as be-
ing the safest for children 
in New York City, while 
Jamaica and Jackson 
Heights were among those 
ranked as “High Risk” 

The Citizens Com-
mittee for Children, the 
non-profit child advocacy 
group in New York, recent-
ly released a report called 
“Community Risk Rank-
ing,” which ranks the 
city’s 59 community dis-
tricts from lowest to high-
est concentration of risk to 
the well-being of children. 
The results were surpris-
ing, shining a light on the 
discrepancy in living con-
ditions for children in the 
city whose neighborhoods 
are sometimes only blocks 
away from one another.

The different domains 
for risk were Economic 
Security, Housing, Health, 
Education, Youth, and Fam-
ily and Community. The 
factors used to determine 
the rankings varied from 
infant mortality rate, high 
school graduation rate and 
teen birth rate and parent 
joblessness, among others.

Battery Park/Tribeca 
in lower Manhattan was 
ranked lowest risk overall, 
while Hunts Point in the 
Bronx was the highest risk 
district, with a 60 percent 
poverty rate. 

The Queens neighbor-

hood that was overall 
the lowest risk in most 
categories was Bayside, 
which ranked second best 
in Education, just behind 
Battery Park/Tribeca. 
Bayside ranked top 10 in all 
categories except for Hous-
ing.  Astoria was the only 
Queens neighborhood that 
cracked the top 10.

According to Citizens 
Committee for Children 
“CCC has been produc-
ing its Community Risk 
Ranking for more than 20 
years as part of Keeping 

Track, the most extensive 
database available on the 
status of NYC’s 2 million 
children. By highlighting 
the vast inequality in child 
well-being across the city 
and illustrating how risks 
are interrelated, the rank-
ing can help to determine 
where additional resourc-
es, supports, or services 
are needed to improve out-
comes for children.” 

The Queens neighbor-
hoods that ranked the worst 
were Jamaica/ St. Albans 
(overall risk 44 out of 59) - a 

combination of all the cat-
egories; Jackson Heights 
(economic security 39 out 
of 59) Ridgewood/Glendale 
(education 48 out of 59) and 
Elmhurst/Corona (fam-
ily and community 42 out 
of 59).  In terms of highest 
health risk Queens Village 
ranked 58 out of 59, second 
only to East Tremont in 
the Bronx. Queens Village 
has problems with chil-
dren without health insur-
ance, low birth weight and 
infant mortality.

“Although the city has 
taken significant initial 
steps to combat inequality 
and improve opportuni-
ties for all New Yorkers, 
especially children, our 
Community Risk Rank-
ing reveals that initiatives 
currently underway must 
go deeper and broader in 
the coming years to bridge 
this divide,” the report 
said.  “We must increase 
our investments in pro-
grams and services that 

help children and families 
thrive and pay particular 
attention to the impact of 
such investments on the 
highest-risk communi-
ties where the barriers to 
child well-being are most 
profound,” said Jennifer 
March, the executive direc-
tor.

CCC said it hoped the 
report would lead to more 
affordable housing, an in-
crease in the minimum 
wage and an increase in 
outreach for prenatal care. A St. Albans community group is back in court trying to block a 

housing project slated for this empty lot on Farmers Boulvard. 

Bayside and Astoria are ranked as the best neighborhoods in the 
city to raise children. 

St. Albans keeps up 
its fi ght with church

Boro in fi rst place for safety
Bayside, Astoria among top city neighborhoods to raise children
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FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM & FACEBOOK
UNDER: WEARHOUSEHICKSLANE 

The best kept secret 
on Long Island...

DESIGNER LABELS AT DISCOUNT PRICES 

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

BY MADINA TOURE

Private equity firm Onex 
Real Estate Partners an-
nounced it had sold out half 
of the condominiums in the 
first tower of Sky View Parc 
in Flushing. 

About 700 people came 
to an exclusive preview 
event Jan. 24 for VIP buy-
ers, where the company sold 
about 120 units in about 
four hours at Grand One, 
the first of three luxury 
towers planned for the sec-
ond phase of the condomin-
ium Sky View Parc, said 
Michael Dana, president of 
Onex Real Estate Partners. 

The waiting list had 
8,000 people, who were in-
terested due to the success 
of the first phase.  

“We basically had to 
stop sales because we didn’t 
want to sell any more than 
that on that day,” Dana said. 
“I think it’s very unusual 
for the New York market to 

have that kind of demand.”
Ranging in size from 

492- to 1,965-square-feet, the 
homes at Grand One cost 
anywhere from $450,000 for 
a studio and $2 million for a 
three-bedroom apartment. 

“We had done a very 
thorough analysis of Flush-
ing and we determined that 

it was under-served for 
both retail and residential,” 
Dana said. “We believe that 
Queens in general is really 
one of the strong growth 
areas in New York City and 
Flushing is the center of 
that growth.” 

Sky View Parc is located 
on 40-22 College Point Blvd., 

The second phase, known 
as The Grand, consists of 
805 condominium units. 
The company has started 
doing the early construc-
tion work and expects the 
towers to start going verti-
cal in July.  

Homes in The Grand 
will have state-of-the-art ap-
pliances such as an in-suite 
washer and dryer in each 
residence as well as floor-
to-ceiling windows and a 
balcony. 

The first phase of the 
project, which consisted of 
retail units and 448 condo-
minium units, were com-
pletely sold out by 2013.

Flushing’s Sky View Parc 
sells out half of fi rst tower 

We had done a 
very thorough 

analysis of 
Flushing and 

we determined 
that it was 

under-served for 
both retail and 

residential.
Michael Dana
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 The Magic of 
Bill Blagg Live

Even the most skeptical 
audience will have to think 
twice about believing 
what they see when they 
watch the magic of Bill 
Blagg. A spellbinding stage 
performer, Blagg has 
thrilled and flabbergasted 
scores of people with his 
incredible illusions. No 
cards, no rabbits – just 
fresh, lively, cutting-edge 
magic. Buy your tickets 
early, because if you blink, 
they’re sure to vanish! 
February 21, 2015 
Saturday at 2 pm & 8 pm 
Tickets: $30  
Member price: $27 
Rear Seating: $25  
Special: 4 for $99 
(Use code FAMILY4) 

Box Office: 718.760.0064 
www.queenstheatre.org

vately fund or finance this 
ferry at this time,” said 
Chris Widmaier, USTA’s 
managing director of cor-
porate communications. 
The Mets had no com-
ment.

Vallone is also seek-
ing weekend ferry service 
from Fort Totten into Man-
hattan for recreational 
purposes, such as visiting 
the Statue of Liberty and 
the World Trade Center.

In May, Vallone, City 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) and City Coun-
cilwoman Julissa Fer-
reras (D-East Elmhurst) 
wrote a joint letter to the 
city Economic Develop-
ment Corporation and the 
mayor’s administration 
expressing their support 
for ferry service locations 
at Fort Totten and the Citi 
Field Marina. Vallone said 
he plans to send a follow-
up email to de Blasio. 

They contend a ferry 
service is necessary given 
the lack of transportation 
options in the area and 

would help address over-
crowding on the No. 7 sub-
way line. 

The lawmakers also 
said the sites have the po-
tential to be successful 
because of demand from 
the local communities, 
economic viability and 
the availability of existing 
docks. 

Koo, who previously 
served as chairman of the 
City Council’s Waterfronts 
Committee, said the ferry 
would help ease residents’ 
commuting experiences.

“By providing the 

residents of Flushing, 
Bayside, Corona and the 
surrounding areas with 
another transportation 
option, we’ll be making 
the commuting lives of 
our constituents a little 
better,” he said in a state-
ment. “Ferry service in 
northeast Queens would 
also go a long way towards 
alleviating congestion on 
the notoriously crowded 7 
train line.” 

Ferreras said she is 
still supportive of the ferry 
and is arranging a meet-
ing with the mayor’s office 

and council members to 
discuss the possibilities.

“District 21 is more and 
more becoming a prized 
food, recreation and cul-
tural destination in New 
York City  — ferry service 
to Citi Field would allevi-
ate the crowded 7 train 
and lay the transportation 
infrastructure that Wil-
lets Point will need when 
it becomes a thriving com-
munity,” Ferreras said in 
a statement. 

During his second 
State of the City speech 
last week, de Blasio an-
nounced a new citywide 
ferry service that would 
bring together East River 
routes with new landings 
and services to Astoria, 
the Rockaways, South 
Brooklyn, Soundview and 
the Lower East Side. 

The citywide ferry ser-
vice will launch in 2017 
and be supported by a $55 
million capital commit-
ment.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

books to readers,” Crews 
said. “In the short time 
we’ve been open, Q.E.D. 
has hosted dozens of pub-
lished authors and emerg-
ing artists. Selling their 
books and providing books 
on their craft is yet another 
way we can support their 
artistic endeavors.”

The name Q.E.D. is an 
abbreviation of the Latin 
phrase “quod erat demon-
stradum” which translates 
to “that which was demon-
strated.” The 1,200-square-
foot space in a former soccer 
club at 27-16 23rd Ave., hosts 
classes, comedy shows and 
guest lecturers.

“It’s a comedy club, a 
learning annex, a commu-
nity center and a perfor-
mance space all rolled into 
one,” Crews said. “I call it 
an afterschool for adults.” 
As the author of the memoir 
“Burn Down The Ground,” 
her story about growing up 
with deaf parents. Crews 
said she has a vested inter-
est in cultivating the liter-
ary scene in the borough. 

In the 18 months since 
opening, The Astoria Book-
shop, at 31-29 31st St., has 
found a loyal community of 
local readers, writers and 
storytellers. Owner Lexi 
Beach is an avid supporter 
of live entertainment and 
the arts as well as the writ-
ten word.

“I’m thrilled to be part-
nering with Q.E.D. in creat-
ing a new space for people 
to find great books right 
here in Astoria,” she said. 
“And by co-hosting author 
readings on their stage, 
we’ll be able to bring even 
more great books to the 
neighborhood.”

In addition to boasting 
a carefully curated inven-
tory of literature, the As-
toria Bookshop hosts and 
sponsors a broad variety of 
events such as author read-
ings, children’s story time, 
writing classes, reading 
series and open-mic story-
telling. 

Continued from Page 1 

Ferry
Continued from Page 1 

Authors

Northeast Queens lawmakers are calling for a ferry for the area. 

For hyper-local news, 
visit us at 

www.Timesledger.com
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A health resource line  
for seniors living at home. 
Our phone line is open to  
the public for questions on
Wednesday, February 18th 
Dial us Toll Free: 844.544.8169
11:00 am–3:00 pm 
Topic: Dealing with Depression

Providing you with high  
quality health care coverage. 
Because members matter.

AgeWellNewYork.com

Dial 
AgeWell New York

Toll Free: 844.544.8169
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led down to the water. Over 
time it was all abandoned 
and neglected. Now it’s time 
to reclaim the waterfront 
and Eco-Dock will help us 
do that.”

The project would in-
clude the street level struc-
ture with shaded seating, 
open space, water access 
and boat storage, all with-
out blocking views from 
the shoreline. The con-
struction would be in three 
phases beginning with the 
removal of the dilapidated 
pier that was built in the 
1950s.

The waterfront will pro-
vide transportation options 
for Astoria residents now 
that Mayor de Blasio plans 
on ferry service by 2017.

Access to the shoreline 
with the Eco-Dock project 
would go hand-in-hand 
with the long-awaited re-
turn of citywide ferry ser-
vice, something proposed 
by Mayor de Blasio by 2017.

“Everything old is new 
again, and the rediscov-
ery of our waterfront heri-

tage shouldn’t stop with 
recreation - it should also 
include transportation,” 
Constantinides said in his 
speech, referring to the 
new ferry dock that is part 
of the agreement on the As-
toria Cove building project. 
The city is committed to 
allocating $5 million for 
the project and Mayor de 
Blasio said service would 
begin in 2017.

Constantinides said 
more can be done to fulfill 
the regions transit needs. 

“From the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard to the startups 
in Williamsburgh to the 
new developments in Long 

Island City, there’s already 
a critical mass of need 
along this tech corridor - 
and this need is only going 
to grow with Astoria Cove 
and the Cornell Technion 
Center,” he said. “Whether 
this project takes the shape 
of light rail, a bus rapid 
transit line, or something 
else is secondary. The 
growth of the East River 
Corridor has been one of 
the most transformative 
developments in our city’s 
recent history, and if that 
continues, we must ensure 
that our concept of mass 
transit in western Queens 
transforms with it.”

Continued from Page 1 

Docks
meeting at St. Benedict’s 
Church in Jamaica Tues-
day night, Deputy Inspec-
tor John Cappelman spoke 
about some new initia-
tives that his precinct has 
undertaken as part of the 
NYPD’s reform on Opera-
tion Impact. 

  These measures  in-
clude putting additional 
NYPD cameras on the 
streets, targeting specific 
persons of interests rather 
than making a large num-
ber of arrests, implement-
ing the modified version 
of the NYPD’s Operation 
Impact program, and the 
use of body cameras on 
uniformed police officers.  
The 103rd Precinct, which 
covers Jamaica, is one of 
the five selected in the city 
to begin the trial use of 
body cameras.

“It’s just a pilot pro-
gram right now and it 
started in December,” 
Cappelman said. “It is go-
ing well.  There was a little 
reluctance, but the more 
we looked at it, the better 

it was. It will keep officers 
in check and diminish any 
issues they might have in 
public during disputes.”

 The precinct currently 
has nine body cameras, 
each assigned to uni-
formed officers in patrol 
cars and they are record-
ing 40 to 50 videos a week.  
“Eventually we will see 
every police officer in the 
NYPD with a body cam-
era, which is what the pub-
lic wants, and it will work 
out well,” said Cappelman. 
“At this point they haven’t 
recorded anything signifi-

cant.”
The modified version 

of Operation Impact will 
have new police officers 
trained with mentor police 
officers rather than being 
placed on foot patrol in 
an Impact zone without a 
senior partner. Operation 
Impact was implemented 
over a dozen years ago in 
the city and focuses on 
high-crime zones.

“We got 12 new officers 
at the precinct, so rather 
than put in Impact zones, 
which used to happen af-
ter you graduated from 
the academy,, now they 
are working with a field 
officer who has extensive 
training and they are rid-
ing around in patrol cars 
and learning how to be-
come police officers,”the 
deputy inspector said. 

“When an officer went 
out, he learned how to 
make an arrest and write 
summonses, but he didn’t 
necessarily learn how to 
interact with the commu-
nity. We are here to serve 
the community, we are 
here to serve the public, 
and we are here to work 
together.”

Continued from Page 1 

Cops

Sgt. Joseph Freer holds a body 
camera of the type NYPD offi-
cers are being trained to use 
during Mayor de Blasio's news 
conference in December.  

Mark Lennihan/AP

Artwork shows what the Eco-Dock would look like at the Hallets 
Point peninsula. Artwork courtesy of Costa Constantinides' office

MIDDLE VILLAGE

PREPARATORY CHARTER SCHOOL

Applications will be available

online February 27th, 2015

Preference given to students living in District 24

Middle Village Preparatory
Charter School
PO Box 790224
Middle Village, NY, 11379

Non-Traditional Public Schools
Charter Schools Help Students Achieve
Charter Schools Give Parents a Choice
Charter Schools Have the Freedom
to Teach in an Innovative Environment
Charter Schools Serve All Students

info@middlevillageprep.org

middlevillageprep.org

Robotics

Earth Day  All applications for incoming 6th Grade

     students are due by April 1st, 2015

       Preference given to students living in District 24
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