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Residents of a Flushing co-

op have expressed concerns 
about a new registration fee 
for tenants who have pets. 

Tenants at the Harwyn 
Owners Corporation co-oper-
ative building on 143-40 41st 
Ave. in Flushing received a 
dog, cat and service animal 
registration form from the 
management requiring a $100 
pet registration fee to register 
or they would face a $300 pen-
alty. 

Harwyn and the manage-
ment company, 4 Seasons In-
ternational Management Inc. 
included the New York City 
Housing Authority’s pet rules 
and tenant certification on 
the form. The building is com-
posed of co-op shareholders 
and rent-stabilized tenants.

Flushing District Leader 
Martha Flores Vazquez, a 
rent-stabilized tenant in the 
building, has had a dog for 
her past 34 years living in the 
building. A citywide law says 
tenants who have pets for 90 
days or more openly can keep 
them, she said. The clause is 
waived if a tenant moves into 
the building with a pet. 

Vazquez said the tenants 
reached out to state Sen. Toby 

St. Francis Prep 
says goodbye to 
Vince O’Connor

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Legendary St. Francis 
Prep football coach Vince 
O’Connor’s, who led the Terri-
ers for more than six decades, 
died Saturday at the age of 85.

O’Connor just completed 
his 62nd season coaching at the 
school and his 61st as varsity 
coach. He won 341 games dur-
ing his career, good enough for 
second place in New York state 
behind the 364 by Howie Vogts 
of Bethpage. While doing so he 
instilled lessons that went far 
beyond wins and losses. 

“The life lesson he taught 
his former players was do for 
others,” Terriers associate 
head coach Rich Carroll said. 
“He was just an amazing man 
and it is a huge loss for our 
program.”

O’Connor had gradually 
turned over the coaching reins 
to Carroll in recent years. Car-
roll said O’Connor, a Park 
Slope resident, finally started 
cutting back last season. He 
made all the games and about 
90 percent of practice, after 
rarely missing any. O’Connor’s 
health had declined in the last 
two weeks, according to school 
Athletic Director Sal Fisch-

Continued on Page 64Continued on Page 64
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Flushing coop 
asks tenants to 
pay fee for pets 

Boro football loses a legend

“CAMBRIDGE” ON SALE

$170 
NOW $109.99

SALE EXCLUDES UGG, NIKE, JORDAN, TOMS, JOYA & HUNTER
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS

Actress Liu Yuxia is fierce as a character from the Peking Opera on the stage at Flushing Town Hall, 
where the Lunar New Year was rung in with a food and art bazaar. The Lunar New Year Parade is 
Saturday in Downtown Flushing.  Photo by Michael Shain

NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATION
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BY JUAN SOTO

Borough residents are 
keeping the fight alive to 
limit airplane noise, a dis-
turbing sound that increased 
about three years ago when 
the Senate passed the Feder-
al Aviation Administration 
Reauthorization bill. 

The legislation allowed for 
the FAA to switch from its ra-
dar traffic control system to 
satellite control technology. 

Queens Quiet Skies, a 
civic association calling for 
less aircraft noise in neigh-
borhoods affected by the 
traffic in and out of JFK and 
LaGuardia airports, wrote 
to the Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee in 
Congress in response to the 
reauthorization bill seeking 
to testify during the hear-
ings. 

“We believe the commit-
tee should hear from the com-
munities that are impacted 
by proposed aviation legis-
lation,” wrote Janet McE-
neaney, president of Queens 
Quiet Skies, to U.S. Reps. Bill 
Shuster (R-Pa.) and Peter De-
Fazio (D-Or.).

McEneaney noted that 
although the committee ap-
pointed one member to rep-
resent all the communities in 

the country affected by air-
plane noise, “it is not enough 
to have the testimony of one 
person who does not actually 
come from a community or-
ganization.”

The president of Queens 
Quiet Skies asked both mem-
bers of Congress to “consider 
ways to invite comments from 
community groups impacted 
by aviation procedures.”

The reauthorization ap-
proved by the Senate brings to 
major airports the so-called 
NextGen technology. The in-
novative program brought a 
new flight pattern into effect 
allowing more planes to take 
off and land in at LaGuardia 
and JFK.   

McEneaney wants the 
FAA administrator, Michael 
Huerta, to study the possi-
bility of changing NextGen 
technology in the borough’s 
airports similar to what was 
done recently in Phoenix.

U.S. Rep. Ruben Gallego 
(D-Ariz) and Phoenix Mayor 
Greg Staton recommended 
changes to the flight paths of 
air traffic at Sky Harbor In-
ternational Airport.

They met with Hurta and 
other FAA officials in Janu-
ary to “discuss serious noise 
problems cause by the flight 
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BY MADINA TOURE

The 109th Precinct, whose 
area includes downtown Flush-
ing, College Point, Whitestone 
and Bay Terrace, has already 
seen a decrease in crime since 
the new year began.

At the 109th Precinct Com-
munity Council’s monthly 
meeting last week, Deputy 
Inspector Thomas Conforti 
said crime is down 39 percent, 
equating it to more than 75 
people “that haven’t been vic-
timized this year that were 
victimized last year.”

Although he expects those 
numbers to even out over the 
course of time, he hailed the 
decline as an achievement.

“In every single major cat-
egory, we’re down substantial-
ly,” Conforti said. “I hope this 
trend continues. I know that it 
will start to uptick a little bit, 
but I want to thank everyone 
for their cooperation.” 

He credited the precinct 
officers for their hard work 
but also said a significant con-
tributing factor was the part-
nership with the community, 
saying that both he and the 
officers need the community’s 
help.

“I can’t do my job and they 
can’t do their job without ev-
erybody here in this audience 
and there is a partnership, 
whether it be a 911 call, let’s 
say there’s a guy acting suspi-
cious,” he said. “I can’t stress 
enough that the partnership is 
great between us.”

Last year, the precinct re-
corded a 5 percent decrease in 
crime for the entire precinct, 
which translated into about 
120 people who were not vic-
tims this year compared with 
the previous year, Conforti 
said. 

City Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside) also attended 
the meeting. He commended 
the work of the 109th and 111th 

precincts. 
“He has taken the 109 on a 

road trip and we’re very ap-
preciative of that, so now we 
get to see beyond Flushing be-
cause even though we are kind 
of north Flushing, you’ve got 
Whitestone, you’ve got College 
Point,” Vallone said. “109, to 
me, is probably one of the most 
challenged precincts because 
it’s so huge, what they have to 
cover.” 

Conforti said that auto 
break-ins are currently the 
biggest crime issue in the 
area, saying that vandals get 
into people’s cars by pulling 
on the door handles and open-

ing unlocked car doors. 
He also said the NYPD’s Fi-

nancial Crimes Task Force is 
working closely with Flushing 
Savings Bank to determine 
the cause of a series of hack-
ing sprees that have affected 
about 140 customers. 

The precinct wants to work 
to prevent crimes from recur-
ring, he said. 

“Crime is at a historic low, 
but we don’t want the crime to 
come back,” Conforti said. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued on Page 64

The northeast Queens community wants a chance to testify before 
Congress if FAA noise rules are going to be written.

Deputy Inspector Thomas Conforti has a crime update for the commu-
nity council meeting. Photo by Madina Toure

Quiet Skies keeps up 
the noise on planes

109th Pct. crime drops
NE Queens neighborhoods see nearly 40 percent decrease
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

Queens College and its 
students have recently been 
recognized by various publi-
cations and programs for its 
affordability and quality edu-
cation.

The Princeton Review 
published the 2015 edition of 
“Colleges That Pay You Back: 
The 200 Best Value Colleges 
and What It Takes To Get In” 
and Queens College ranked 
amongst some of the best col-
leges in the country. 

The Princeton Review de-
veloped a “Return-on-Educa-
tion’ (ROE) rating system to 
determine which 200 colleges 
would make the cut. ROE mea-
sures everything from aca-
demics, cost and graduation 
rate amongst others. Data for 
the book was collected in 2013-
14 from surveys of alumni, stu-
dents and administrators at 
more than 650 colleges. 

Robert Franek, Princeton 
Review’s Senior VP/Publisher 
and lead author of the book 

said “We highly recommend 
Queens College and all our 
Colleges That Pay You Back 
schools” Franek continued 
“They stand out for their ex-
cellent academics, impressive 
career preparation services 
and afford ability to students 
with need - via comparatively 
low sticker prices, generous fi-
nancial aid, or both. Plus their 
students graduate with great 
career prospects.

Queens College was also 
recognized by prestigious Ki-
plingers’ Personal Finance as 
one of “2015 Best Value Col-
leges”

Kiplinger ranked cities 4 
year schools that combine out-
standing academics with af-
fordable cost. Queens College 
ranked top ten in the “2015’s 
24 Best College Values Under 
$30.000/ Year” and was in-
cluded in overall category “Ki-
plinger’s Best College Values 
(Public Colleges)”

Kiplinger’s assesses qual-
ity according to Admission 
rate, student - Faculty ration 

and four-year graduation rate. 
Janet Bodnar, editor of 

Kipingers Personal Finance 
magazine said “We salute this 
years top schools” Bodnar con-
tinued “Balancing top-quality 
education with affordable cost 

is a challenge for families in 
todays economy, which is why 
Kiplingers rankings are such a 
valuable resource. The schools 
on the 2015 list offer students 
the best of both worlds.”

Earlier this month, Queens 

College was also recognized 
as a top producer of U.S. Ful-
bright students by the U.S. 
Department of Educational 
and Cultural Affairs. The 
Fulbright Program is the U.S. 
governments flagship interna-
tional educational exchange 
program. Students are chosen 
based on their leadership po-
tential and academic merit to 
teach English and conduct re-
search in over 140 countries. 

2 Queens College students 
won Fulbright awards for 2014-
2015. Karla Padawer Soloman  
and Chloe Weisner are both 
spending 10 months abroad 
“promoting cultural exchange 
and language skills” accord-
ing to Queens College. 

President Felix V. Matos 
Rodriguez said  “We are very 
proud that our students are be-
ing recognized so frequently 
by the Fulbright Program. 
These honors speak highly of 
both the quality of the students 
that Queens College attracts 
and the skill and dedication of 
the faculty that teach here.”

Queens College made the cut. 

Queens College earns high marks for its costs
The Princeton Review calls Flushing school one of best values for students in the country
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BY MADINA TOURE

Nine city employees from 
Queens were arrested last 
week and charged in a mas-
sive housing fraud and brib-
ery scheme that involved prop-
erties in three boroughs, the 
Manhattan district attorney 
said. Three Queens real estate 
sites were part of the crack-
down.

Manhattan DA Cyrus 
Vance Jr., city Department of 
Investigation Commissioner 
Mark Peters and NYPD Com-
missioner Bill Bratton an-
nounced the indictment of 50 
defendants who took bribes 
and shortcuts in Manhattan, 
Brooklyn and Queens Feb. 10.

The defendants include 11 
city Department of Building 
employees, five city Depart-
ment of Housing Preservation 
and Development employees 
and 28 property managers, 
contractors and expediters.  

The defendants were 
charged in 26 State Supreme 
Court indictments with crimes 
including bribery, bribe re-
ceiving, falsifying business 
records, tampering with pub-
lic records and official mis-
conduct. 

Sandro Cabrera, 43, of Bay-
side, David Weiss, 32, and Ar-
tan Mujko, 53, of Ridgewood 
were charged in DOB-related 
plots, according to the in-

dictments. Alex Zivkovic, 48, 
Frank Campasano, 63, Barry 
Rice, 51, and Steven Crawford, 
52, were charged in HPD-relat-
ed plots, while Glendale resi-
dents Agostino Accardo, 40, 
and Michelangelo Accardo, 31, 
were charged for their alleged 
involvement in organized 
crime. 

A property on 25-48 Stein-
way St. in Long Island City 

and another property on 135-
21 37th Ave. in Flushing were 
both cited as addresses af-
fected by corruption in the 
DOB, according to Vance. The 
third property, 18-19 Grove St. 
in Ridgewood, was the scene of 
swindling in HPD, he said.

The two-year investiga-
tion, started by the DOI and 
the Manhattan DA’s Rackets 

BY GINA MARTINEZ

New York City is facing its 
coldest winter in years with 
record breaking low tempera-
tures in the single digits. The 
drop in temperature has af-
fected Queens residents in 
various ways, including their 
commutes. In some cases resi-
dents were forced them to stay 
indoors in order to avoid dan-
gerously low temperatures.

The combination of snow 
fall and freezing temperatures 
over the last two weeks have 
made air travel and public 
transportation a nightmare, 
particularly for Queens resi-
dents. 

Since the beginning of Feb. 
Queens subway commuters 
have faced huge headaches 
due to delays. Most notably 

was the The 7 train line de-
bacle on Feb. 2 that left pas-
sengers stranded for about 2 
hours near Queensboro Plaza. 
The cause of the delay was ice 

and an abandoned umbrella. 
And in the following days the 
buildup of ice led to suspen-
sion of service for at least a 
day. The MTA credited the 7 
lines issues to a flash freeze in 
Northern Queens.

In the last two weeks JFK 
and LGA airports have can-
celled and delayed hundreds 
of flights due to the weather 
related issues.

While many Queens resi-
dents have opted to stay in-
doors to avoid the freezing 
cold, others like 

Dayi Lee, 21, of Bayside, 
isn’t letting it affect her. She 
said “The low temperatures 
do make me want to stay home 
but since its winter you can 
just adjust what activities you 
do.”

BY MADINA TOURE

The city has picked out 
four new routes for Select 
Bus Service, which include a 
route between Flushing and 
Jamaica and another route 
between Woodhaven and 
Cross Bay Boulevards.

In his second State of the 
City speech, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio announced that the 
city would commit $295 mil-
lion to develop and imple-
ment 13 new Select Bus Ser-
vice routes through 2017, in 
addition to the seven that al-
ready exist.

Four of those new routes 
are between Flushing and Ja-
maica, between Woodhaven 
and Cross Bay Boulevards, 
on Utica Avenue in Brooklyn 
and on 86th Street in Man-
hattan. 

City Councilman Dono-
van Richards (D-Laurelton), 
a member of the City Coun-
cil’s Committee on Transpor-
tation, praised the SBS pro-
posal for Woodhaven. 

“Building on the success 
of Select Bus Service, the 
Woodhaven and Cross Bay 
corridor represents an oppor-
tunity to deliver BRT for the 
more than 30,000 residents 
relying on bus service along 
the corridor every day — it is 
the right thing to do for the 
many New Yorkers who have 
a lengthy daily commute,” 
Richards said in a statement. 

Woodhaven resident Em-
ily December, a member of 
the Riders Alliance, said the 
neighborhood deserves SBS.

“As a student, my com-
mute is doubled by slow and 
unreliable bus service,” De-
cember said in a statement. 
“BRT could be transforma-
tive for New York. It would 
mean a better quality of life 
for thousands stuck on the 
bus.”

The Progressive Caucus 
of the New York City Coun-
cil sent a letter dated Feb. 10 
to MTA Chairman Thomas 
Prendergast and DOT Com-
missioner Polly Trottenberg 
asking them to bring full-
featured Bus Rapid Transit 
to the city “because of its 
unique ability to address a 
number of critical issues fac-
ing low income and commu-
nities of color.”

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst), City Councilman 
Daneek Miller (D-St. Albans), 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside), City 
Councilman Danny Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) and City 
Councilman Donovan Rich-
ards (D-Laurelton), members 
of the caucus, were among 
the letter’s signatories. 

The City Council’s Com-
mittee on Transportation 
held a hearing Feb. 10 on a 
bill requiring the city to pro-
duce a comprehensive plan 
for a full-featured Bus Rapid 
Transit network.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

At Roosevelt Ave and Main Street 
during evening rush, the bitter 
cold is not giving up.  

Photo by Steve Vazquez

Mayor Bill de Blasio has committed $295 million of the city's budget to 
expand the city's Select Bus Service lines. Photo Courtesy NYC DOT

DOI Commissioner Mark Peters (r.) and Manhattan DA Cyrus Vance an-
nounce arrests and criminal charges in bribery schemes involving DOB 
and HPD employees.   Bebeto Matthew/AP

De Blasio reveals plan 
for select bus service

The weather outside is frightful

City workers busted 
Nine Queens employees arrested in building schemes: Vance

Continued on Page 64

Continued on Page 64
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BY MADINA TOURE

A longtime Flushing resi-
dent is pushing for a more 
comprehensive African-
American history curricu-
lum in Flush-
ing’s public 
schools.

Carol Whit-
ing, 72, a com-
munity activist and retired 
teacher who heads the educa-
tion committee for the non-
profit National Congress of 
Black Women, said students 
typically learn about Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Malcolm. 

But Whiting says there 
are other African-American 
historians who are not stud-
ied as much in the city’s pub-
lic schools. 

For example, Lewis Latim-
er, inventor of the carbon 
filament for the incandes-

cent light bulb, lived on 34-41 
137th St. in Flushing from 
1903 until his death in 1928. 
The home is now a museum 
dedicated to his work. 

She also said orator and 
writer Frederick 
Douglass, who is 
known as one of 
the leaders of the 
abolition move-

ment, is not often studied in 
schools. 

She is starting with Dis-
trict 25, which includes Whit-
estone, Flushing and Fresh 
Meadows, but will eventually 
expand the proposal to the 
whole city.

“We envision that when it 
really reaches its high point, 
that all the students would 
get an idea or be educated 
and enlightened as to who 
the other African-American 
historians are in history be-

BY BILL PARRY

Nearly a dozen city and 
state elected officials endorsed 
the Department of Transporta-
tion’s Pedestrian Safety Plan 
for Queens.

“The Plan advances pub-
lic safety and promotes bet-
ter use of our city’s streets 
and thoroughfares,” U.S. Rep. 
Gregory Meeks (D-Jamaica) 
said. “Families, seniors, and 
children, especially those liv-
ing near Priority Corridors 
in Flushing, Jamaica and 
Elmhurst, will greatly benefit 
from these efforts to coordi-
nate public resources to im-
prove the walkability of New 
York City.”

Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing), whose district 
is now designated a Priority 
Corridor, said, “This is a com-
prehensive plan designed to 

keep the people of Queens safe. 
With pedestrian fatalities at a 
record low, I commend Mayor 
de Blasio and his administra-
tion for aggressively seeking 
to bring the number to where 
it should be: zero.”

One lawmaker who seems 
less impressed with the Vision 
Zero program is state Assem-
blyman Michael DenDekker 

(D- East Elmhurst). He was 
quoted by DNAinfo last week 
as saying the program does 
nothing to help keep pedestri-
ans safe and could not have 
saved 11-year-old Miguel Tor-
res in 2012 or 8-year-old Noshat 
Nahian in 2013. 

“All that stuff Vision Zero 
has done would not have done 
anything to save the two chil-
dren that got killed on North-
ern Boulevard,” DenDekker 
told DNAinfo. He requested 
a different traffic light sys-
tem known as a “pedestrian 
scramble” which allows cars 
and pedestrians to move sepa-
rately at intersections, some-
thing that would protect pe-
destrians better from vehicles 
failing to yield while turning, 
something that DenDekker 
believes would have avoided 
the collisions that killed the 

BY BILL PARRY

Looking to build on the 
first year success of Mayor de 
Blasio’s Vision Zero Initiative, 
the Department of Transporta-
tion rolled out its comprehen-
sive plan for “a safer Queens” 
in 2015.

The borough plans were 
the result of a year’s worth of 
public outreach and highly 
detailed data analysis as well 
as public workshops and 28 
town hall meetings along with 
10,000 comments submitted by 
New Yorkers.

“Queens is a challenge,” 
DOT Commissioner Polly Trot-
tenberg said. “We launched 
Vision Zero in Queens a year 
ago and today we proudly re-
turn to the world’s  borough 
to release the first of our five 
ground-breaking Pedestrian 
Safety Action Plans. They 
will help the city target its en-
gineering, enforcement, and 
education efforts to make New 
York’s streets the safest in the 
world.”

The plan identifies the bor-
ough’s most dangerous corri-
dors, intersections and areas, 

which are clearly visible in 
the DOT’s new Queens Prior-
ity Map. It shows 47 “priority 
corridors” that comprise just 
six percent of Queens streets 

but make up half of the bor-
ough’s pedestrian injuries and 
fatalities. The plan identifies  
72  dangerous “priority inter-
sections” as well as 17 square 

miles  that are prone to crashes 
that severely injure or kill pe-
destrians.

The joint announcement by 
the DOT and the NYPD was 
held at PS 82 in Jamaica, near 
the intersection of Metropoli-
tan and Hillside avenues, one 
of the “Priority Corridors” 
that will be the focus of future 
engineering, planning and 
education and enforcement 
activity. Other major crash 
locations include high-density 
historic town centers in Flush-
ing, Elmhurst and Jamaica.

In each of these areas, 
the DOT plans to design bet-
ter streets and intersections, 
expand pedestrian crossing 
times, alter signal timing to 
reduce speeding, install more 
safety cameras, improve the 
lighting beneath elevated 
trains, expand the bike net-
work and ramp up enforce-
ment.

“The Borough Pedestrian 
Safety Plans are another step 
forward in our collabora-
tive goal of achieving Vision 
Zero,” NYPD Chief of Trans-
portation Thomas Chan said. 
“They are a manifestation of 

the city’s strong commitment 
and dedication to Vision Zero 
and will assist the NYPD in 
deployment of its traffic safety 
resources. The plans will also 
draw awareness to Vision Zero 
and the unified approach to 
make our roadways safer. We 
will be out there in 2015 and do 
our best to replicate what we 
accomplished last year.”

An average of 43 pedestri-
ans were killed in Queens each 
year in the three-year period 
from 2011 to 2013, according to 
the DOT. During the first year 
of the Vision Zero Initiative, 
total injuries in downtown 
Flushing dropped 29 percent, 
pedestrian injuries fell 38 per-
cent along the Hillside Avenue 
Corridor and pedestrian in-
juries declined by 79 percent 
around Broadway and Queens 
Boulevard in Elmhurst.

Such improvements al-
lowed the DOT to declare the 
first year of the initiative a 
success, not just in Queens.

 “Last year we had the 
lowest number of pedestrian 
fatalities since the city began 
keeping records” in 1910, Trot-
tenberg said. 

MICHAEL DENDEKKER

DOT map shows the borough's intersections, corridors and areas 
that have been designated "Priority" in the Pedestrian Safety Plan. 

Courtesy NYC/DOT

New Vision Zero plan for pedestrians
Analysis plus community input identifi es Flushing, Elmhurst, Jamaica as priority areas

DOT uses data to respond
to criticism from lawmaker

Woman wants schools 
to expand black history 

BLACK HISTORY

Continued on Page 52 Continued on Page 52
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BY BILL PARRY
 
A new pet hotel in Astoria 

puts a premium on creature 
comforts. 

NYC Pet Services held its 
grand opening Saturday at 
23-08 30th Ave., offering small 
private rooms for overnight 
boarding complete with beds 
and couches.

“We’re completely cage free 
because they make the pets 
nervous,” owner Samantha 
Aguilar said. “The small but 
lavish private rooms have toys 
and a TV to make them feel 
more at home.” Larger com-
munal rooms are available 
for dogs that don’t want to be 
alone.

Aguilar moved her busi-
ness to a larger space after 
three successful years on 24th 
Avenue. 

“Saturday’s opening went 
very well,” she said. “We 
signed up many new clients 
and many of my customers 
from the old place showed up 
to offer support.”

In addition to lodging and 
day care, NYC Pet Services 
offer grooming, dog-walking 
and training. The facility 
shares a floor with the Mount 
Sinai Animal Clinic, a veteri-
narian hospital that used to be 
located on Ditmars Boulevard, 
whose owner and Aguilar 
once worked together for the 
same vet.

“We wanted to create a one-
stop shop for clients so they 
can get all the services at the 
same time,” Aguilar said. Born 
and raised on nearby Crescent 
Street, Aguilar began walking 
dogs at the age of 13. Now 25, 
she says she saved every pen-
ny from all those years as a 
walker so that she could open 
a business like this.

“I worked for several years 
at a very popular kennel in 
Manhattan and it always 
bothered me how the animals 
were mistreated, even by pro-
fessionals,” Aguilar said. “I 
used to get upset seeing how 
depressed the animals got 
and how upset that made their 

owners. I wanted the animals 
and their owners to be happy 
with our services.”

Aguilar also knows how 
important trust is for her cli-
ents. 

“I have one client who went 
without a vacation for 14 years 
because he was so worried 
about putting his pet in a ken-
nel,” she said. “That’s a long 
time to go without a vacation.”

While NYC Pet Services is 
completely cage free, it does 
have crates available for use 
by special request. 

“Some people prefer to 
have their pets sleep in a crate 
from a very young age. We can 
accommodate that,” Aguilar 
said.

There is also a room for cats 
and a space for birds. There is 
24-hour supervision.

There are currently six 
rooms but Aguilar expects 
several more when construc-
tion is complete. Daycare costs 
$30 a day and overnight board-

ing runs $45 to $65 a night. A new pet hotel and animal daycare center opens in Astoria minus the 
cages. Photo courtesy NYCPetServices

Astoria hotel for pets plus doggy daycare opens
Animal lover offers cageless boarding, other amenities to make pups ‘feel right at home’
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN
 
Transit officials have 

awarded the contract for con-
struction of the $400 million-
plus concourse more than 100 
feet below Grand Central Ter-
minal where Long Island Rail 
Road trains will for the first 
time arrive on Manhattan’s 
East Side.

The gigantic project is a 
major part of the East Side Ac-
cess and will give the public 
a close look at the building of 
the gargantuan project.

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority said it had 
awarded a  contract to GCT 
Constructors, JV, a joint ven-
ture consisting of Schiavone 
Construction Co and John P. 
Picone Inc. The MTA said the 
$404.8 million contract could 
increase to a total of $428.9 
million and was awarded after 
a competitive request for pro-
posal process that drew nine 
other firms.

Money for the concourse 
will come from a federal grant 
through the Federal Transit 
Administration and MTA lo-
cal funds.

Workers will build archi-
tectural, structural, mechani-
cal and electrical facilities, es-
calators and elevators which 
will comprise the LIRR’s 
375,000-square-foot passenger 
train concourse and related 
ventilation plants at 44th and 
50th Streets.

The project also includes 
the building of 17 deep escala-
tors at 45th, 46th, 47th and 48th 
Streets and installing eleva-
tors connecting the LIRR pas-
senger concourse to the train 
station caverns 140 feet below 
Park Avenue. The work entails 
the installation of emergency 
stairs and the associated ar-
chitectural, structural, me-
chanical and electrical finish-
es and equipment.

The project will connect 
the LIRR Concourse with the 
Grand Central Terminal’s 
lower level dining concourse, 
the Biltmore Room, the 47th 
Street Cross Passageway and 
the 46th Street Passageway.

“Up to this point, East Side 
Access work at Grand Central 
Terminal has been largely un-
seen by the public,” said Dr. 
Michael Horodniceanu, presi-

dent of MTA Capital Construc-
tion.

“This contract finally 

brings the construction from 
140 feet below ground up to 
the dining concourse at GCT 

and in other places where the 
public will finally start to see 
what’s been going on right un-
derneath their feet.”

The East Side Access 
will bring trains from all 11 
branches of the Long Island 
Rail Road into a new termi-
nal and shorten travel time 
for LIRR and eastern Queens 
commuters traveling to the 
East Side of Manhattan and 
provide easier access to John 
F. Kennedy airport by bring-
ing riders to Jamaica station 
where they can transfer to the 
AirTrain.

The East Side Access is 
now estimated to be completed 
in December 2022 at a cost of 
$10.177 billion.

“This word class project 
will be an economic game 
changers for New York City 
and Long Island,” said MTA 
Chairman Thomas Prender-
gast. “There is no other tran-
sit infrastructure project in 
the United States that is as 
complex as East Side Access 
or carries as much economic 
promise for the region it will 
serve.”

The contract to build escalators and elevators connecting the LIRR's 
East Side Access Project to Grand Central Terminal has been awarded. 

Another milestone met for East Side access
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POLICE 

Blotter

BAYSIDE — A Ridgewood man 
parked near the Capital One Bank 
in Bayside after he started smelling 
smoke from his car Feb. 12.

Irving Rodrigues, 51,  pulled into 
the parking space in between Tan-
nenbaum Associates, a law office, and 
Capital One Bank at  214-01 Bell Blvd. 
in Bayside.

Rodrigues made a left turn onto Bell 
Boulevard from Northern Boulveard 
when he smelled “something funny” 
from his car, which shut off by itself. 

“I shut off the car. The car started smoking and then all of a sudden it was 
like white smoke turned into brown smoke, then I smelled something burning,” 
he said. 

Tannenbaum Associates called the FDNY, which checked the car out.

A Ridgewood man pulled into a parking lot 
in Bayside after smelling smoke from his 
car. Photo by Madina Toure

Bayside tutoring business burns

Teens rescued from ice in Little Neck Bay

Driver pulls burning car into Bayside lot
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Firefighters make a nick-of-time rescue on Little Neck Bay when two teens wander out onto 
the ice on Valentine's Day. The ice started cracking around the youngsters just as res-
cuers from Ladder Company 164 and Engine Company 313 extended a ladder to them, a 
neighbor reports.  All was fine after the teens climbed back to terra firma, officials say.  

Photo courtesy of NYC Fire Wire

Firefighters stand watch outside Golden Key Academy in Bayside while colleagues search 
for anyone trapped inside the burning, wood-frame building at Bell Boulevard and 45th 
Drive. No one was injured.  Photo by Michael Shain 

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!



TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 20–26, 2015 9  TIMESLEDGER.COM NE

BY BILL PARRY

The de Blasio administra-
tion is strengthening its ties 
to the technology sector that 
is driving job growth. 

The city has created more 
jobs in the past five years 
than during any five-year pe-
riod  in the last half century 
and shaken its dependency 
on Wall Street, The New York 
Times reported this week. 
The city has added about 
425,000 jobs since the end of 
2009, raising total employ-
ment to 4.1 million jobs led by 
the tourism industry and the 
growing tech industry while 
Wall Street has contributed 
less than 1 percent of new 
jobs added to the city’s pri-
vate sector.

The mayor announced 
last Friday 14 initial industry 
commitments to support the 
delivery of technology educa-
tion, training and job oppor-
tunities to thousands of New 
Yorkers as part of the NYC 
Tech Talent Pipeline initia-
tive.  It is a $10 million public-
private partnership designed 
to support the growth of the 
city’s tech ecosystem. The 
mayor and executives from 
25 companies came together 
to define employers’ needs, 
develop technology training 
and education solutions, and 
deliver quality jobs for New 
Yorkers and quality talent for 
New York’s businesses.

“We have a responsibil-
ity to ensure all New York-
ers have equal access to the 
technology education, train-
ing, and job opportunities 
that are essential in the 21st 
century economy,” de Blasio 
said. “We see real opportu-
nities to deliver for our busi-
nesses and our people, and to-
day have come together with 
leaders across all sectors to 
realize this vision.”

The administration has 
been working closely with 
industry partners for several 
months to develop many of 
these programs and other re-
source commitments, which 
include tech skills training 
programs, scholarships, 
critical research, and fund-
ing support. The city will 
link key resources to these 
and future NYC Tech Talent 
pipeline programming as 
additional programs and in-
vestments are unveiled.

The pipeline is fed by or-
ganizations like the Coalition 
for Queens, a Long Island 
City-based, volunteer-driven 
non-profit that seeks to in-
crease economic opportunity 
and transform the communi-
ty into a leading hub for inno-
vation and entrepreneurship. 
The group teaches technology 
classes, including coding for 
beginners called Access Code 
to help Queens residents gain 
the skills they need to enter 
the tech workforce.

“The demand for talent 
presents an unparalleled 
opportunity for more New 
Yorkers to become part of 
the tech workforce and im-
prove income for themselves 
and their families,” Queens 
Coalition founder and Execu-
tive Director Jukay Hsu said. 
“There are talented adults in 
every borough and neighbor-
hood, and the work of the NYC 
Tech Talent Pipeline and the 
contribution of industry part-
ners are critical to the future 
of our communities.”

These industry leaders 
include Google, Microsoft, 
Facebook, LinkedIn and 
Buzzfeed. In support of the 
Pipeline’s mission, LinkedIn 
has begun publishing data 
highlighting the top technol-
ogy jobs and in-demand skills 
in New York City, where the 

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

An eclectic mix of arts peo-
ple, business owners, elected 
officials and an activist co-
median gathered to weigh in 
on the future of their thriving 
Astoria and Long Island City 
communities during a panel 
discussion and Q&A held ear-
lier this month at the Greater 
Astoria Historical Society.  A 
diverse audience made up of 
area residents from different 
walks of life filled the crowded 
room.

Moderator and Queens-
based journalist Adrienne 
Onofri, a NYC tour guide, led 
the animated group of partici-
pants, who offered enlighten-
ing perspectives and high-
lighted the area’s positives and 
negatives. After the discus-
sion, Onofri had a book sign-
ing for her recently penned 
guide, “A Walking Tour of 
Queens.”

Addressing the audience, 
she said, “We are thrilled to 
have representatives from 
all those sectors to talk about 
what’s going on in Astoria and 
Long Island City and what 
might happen in the future.”  

It was clear that Council-
men Costa Constantinides 
(D-Astoria) and Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-???, who also chairs 
the Committee on Cultural Af-
fairs and Libraries, were both 
passionate about the arts. 
They brought clarity to a va-
riety of issues and concerns, 
which ran the gamut from ris-

ing rents to the area’s ongoing 
cultural transformation.  Both 
spoke about their own experi-
ences as community leaders 
and provided information 
from a budgetary and funding 
standpoint.

The rest of the dynamic 
panel included lifelong resi-
dent Meg Cotner, who pub-
lishes We Heart Astoria (www.
weheartastoria.com) and its 
Sunnyside and LIC sister blogs. 
She also wrote “The Food Lov-
ers’ Guide to Queens.”

Artist Salvador Espinoza, 
a photographer whose work is 
on display at the Queens Col-
lective on 36th Avenue in As-
toria, has documented some 
of the recent changes in the 
Dutch Kills section of Astoria, 
where he grew up and is living 
again.

Sarah Obraitis, owner of 
M. Wells Restaurant, runs the 
Michelin-starred LIC steak 
house with her husband. They 
were an almost instant suc-
cess with their first eatery, 
M. Wells Diner (in 2010), but 
moved to a new location and 
are now operating the diner at 
PS 1 in LIC.

Astoria resident and activ-
ist Ted Alexandro, a popular 
comedian, is a fixture on the 
comedy club circuit and late 
night TV scene.  And another 
participant was Secret The-
atre owner Richard Mazda, as 
well as Partridge Realty and 
QED:  A Place to Show & Tell 
(the owner described it as “an 
after-school space for grown-

ups in LIC”).
All seemed to agree that 

change is in the air and is 
inevitable, as much as locals 
yearn for a better community 
where businesses thrive and 
rents stay moderate.  LIC’s 
transformation was cited 
since the area has exploded 
in recent years, pushing out a 
percentage of individual art-
ists and studios as rents have 
risen. And in Astoria, several 
mom-and-pop businesses are 
sadly, no more. 

On a positive note:  Par-
tridge Realty pointed out that 
years ago, few people seemed 
to know where Astoria was, 
but happily, that has changed 
as most people do know and 
what to go there and live there.  
Families, artists, musicians, 
business owners have all cho-
sen Astoria. And its status as a 
restaurant destination has put 
it front and center on NYC’s 
foodie map because there’s 
something for every palette.

One panel member remem-
bered a time when Queens res-
idents had to travel to Manhat-
tan for entertainment and to 
see top movies because places 
like Astoria didn’t offer that. 

Despite progress, the mul-
ticultural mosaic that makes 
the borough unique is best 
represented in neighborhoods 
like Astoria and LIC, where 
it’s comforting to know that 
you can still find small busi-
ness shops in many neighbor-
hoods. 

----
Mayor de Blasio announces new partners and commitments to 
strengthen the city's tech workforce. Richard Drew/AP

“Walking Queens" author Adrienne Onofri leads an animated group of participants on the pleasures of 
Astoria.  Photo by Tammy Scileppi

Taking on the future
Forum looks beyond hype of boro’s hot neighborhoods

Tech talent at center
of NYC job growth

Continued on Page 52
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BY MADINA TOURE

The MTA is conducting a free pub-
lic workshop next week to get feed-
back from northeast Queens residents 
on how to improve bus service in the 
area. 

The workshop, hosted by the Met-
ropolitan Transportation Authority, 
will give residents of northeast Queens 
the opportunity to speak directly 
with planners on how service can be 
improved in areas examined in the 
Northeast Queens Bus Study, initiated 
by state Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
last year. 

The $500,000 study, money allocated 
in the state executive budget, is looking 
at bus service primarily in the neigh-
borhoods of Flushing, Whitestone, Bay 
Terrace, Bayside, College Point, Oak-
land Gardens, Douglaston, Glen Oaks, 
Fresh Meadows and Little Neck. 

Southeast Queens riders typically 
have the longest commutes in the city, 
but the MTA decided to focus on north-
east Queens in light of the impact of 
service cuts in the area roughly five 
years ago. 

“When I announced the funding for 
this study, I noted that the neighbor-
hoods in my district have always been 
underserved in terms of bus service 
and mass transportation options,” 
Avella told TimesLedger in October. 
“That’s why this study is vitally im-
portant.” 

Since the study was initiated, MTA 
bus planners have presented the scope 
of this project to Queens Community 
Boards 7, 8, 11 and 13. 

The workshop will be held Feb. 26 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Queens-
borough Community College Student 
Union on 222-05 56th Ave. in Oakland 
Gardens.

BY MADINA TOURE

The owner of RKO Keith’s Theater 
in downtown Flushing is going to pres-
ent plans to build condos at the for-
mer theater to Community Board 7 in 
March. 

Because the developer, JK Equi-
ties, decreased the number of condo-
minium units and parking spaces and 
is increasing the building’s height, the 
city Board of Standards and Appeals 
asked the company to explain the plan 
to CB 7 again to keep the community 
informed, said Jerry Karlik, one of the 
principal owners of Flushing Square 
Realty LLC, the property’s title holder 
and head of JK Equities. 

“We’re altering the BSA approval,” 
Karlik said. “We need to present to the 
community what the changes are. 
Initially, there was a significantly dif-
ferent number of units and a lot more 
parking.”

The developer is constructing a 
16-story mixed-used building at the 
former theater on 135-35 Northern 
Blvd., with 269 condominium units 
and a parking garage with about 320 
parking spaces. The developer also 
plans to increase the building’s height 
by 15 feet to accommodate the number 
of parking spaces.

The building would include roughly 
40,000 square feet of commercial space, 
16,000 square feet of which will house a 
community facility.

The theater has been vacant for 
more than 20 years and has been taken 
over by numerous developers, includ-
ing the notorious Thomas Huang. Kar-

lik bought the theater for $30 million 
from Patrick Thompson, who could 
no longer develop the property due to 
financial problems. 

Karlik and Thompson discussed 
the property for years, but Karlik de-
cided to go forward with his plan given 
the rise of Flushing’s residential mar-
ket. He used Thompson’s proposal for 
the building but decided to build con-
dos instead and brought the number of 
units down to 270 from 357.

Karlik and the other principal 
owners — Eddie Mi, Min Ouyang and 
Henry Lam — hired historic landmark 
consultants to help renovate and bring 
back the landmarked interior.

Developer JK Equities will present plans to 
build RKO Keith's Theater to CB 7 in March. 

Photo Courtesy JK Equities

Developer to present plans 
for old Flushing theater
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BY BILL PARRY

Queens lawmakers reacted 
with dismay but not surprise 
that a federal judge in Texas 
issued a temporary injunction 
Monday challenging President 
Obama’s executive orders on 
immigration on the grounds 
that the White House had over-
stepped its authority.

The ruling by U.S. District 
Judge Andrew Hanen halts the 
Deferred Action for Parents of 
Americans and Lawful Per-
manent Residents as well as 
the changes President Obama 
had planned to make to the 
Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals program. Hanen 
wrote that if the executive ac-
tions providing legal status to 
millions were to take effect, 
“the genie would be impossible 
to put back in the bottle.

“It is deeply troubling that 
a Texas judge known to be hos-
tile to immigrants is delaying 
the president’s executive mea-
sures, especially given the le-
gal precedents set by previous 
administrations,” U.S. Rep. Joe 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights) 

said. “Temporarily halting 
steps that will help keep Amer-
ican families together strikes 
at the heart of what our coun-
try ought to be about, and I’m 
confident the Department of 
Justice will succeed in its ap-
peal of this decision and that 
we will move forward with 
this much-needed action.”

State Assemblyman Fan-
cisco Moya (D-East Elmhurst) 
said the judge has ruled 
against families. 

“The executive actions 
would have allowed undocu-
mented immigrants who have 
deep economic and familial 
ties to the U.S. to regularize 
their status and work, learn 
and live in America without 
being paralyzed by the con-
stant fear of deportation.” 
Moya said. “Few can argue 
that it is in the public’s inter-
est to rip U.S. citizen children 
away from their parents. As 
a lawmaker who represents 

a part of Queens with a large 
immigrant community, I am 
intimately aware of how de-
portation rips families apart 
and tears our social fabric.”

Before Hanen’s ruling, the 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services agency had been 
preparing to begin accepting 
applications under the new 
rules this Wednesday. Those 
plans are on hold as is the plan 
to accept DAPA, according to 
Homeland Security Secretary 
Jeh Johnson.

Meanwhile, the 26 states 
that were suing Obama will 
have more time to form legal 
arguments against the execu-
tive action, which were expect-
ed to protect as many as 4 mil-

lion people who are in the U.S. 
illegally from being deported.

“I believe that the law is 
firmly on the side of the presi-
dent’s executive order and am 
hopeful for a successful ap-
peal,” state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) said. “The 
supremacy of the federal gov-
ernment’s power on these par-
ticular immigration issues is 
clear. Those states seeking to 
turn back the clock on equal-
ity face an uphill battle on 
the road ahead. As many as 
270,000 immigrants coming to 
the United States as children 
through no fault of their own, 
who would have been eligible 
for programs under the presi-
dent’s plan have now been de-
nied access to important rights 
by a government they have 
worked hard to support. This 
ruling must be overturned.”

Moya also expects the 
White House to prevail on ap-
peal.

 “The lawsuit against the 
resident’s executive actions 
on immigration reform was 
nothing more than a political 
stunt,” he said.

Hundreds of immigrants pack the offices of Make the Road to listen to 
the president’s speech in November. Photo by Sebastian Barreneche

Boro’s electeds reject immigration ruling
Deportation rips 

families apart and 
tears our social 

fabric.
Assemblyman

 Francisco Moya
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

I was at Our Lady of Snows in 
Floral Park on Sunday, Feb. 8, at 
the 9:30 a.m. Mass and the Rev. 
Kevin F. McBrien gave the hom-
ily that I found most inspiring 
and heart warming. 

Father McBrien told of a 
young man going for his first job 
who had an interview and needed 
a tie. He went to Target in Ra-
leigh, N. C. and was looking for a 
clip-on tie but couldn’t find one so 
proceeded to ask the cashier, who 
said they didn’t have any right 
then.

He explained his problem was 
that he didn’t know how to tie a 
regular one. She than called over 
the menswear salesman to help 
this young man. 

The salesman went out of his 
way to help this young man. He 

picked out the tie for him and 
went the extra mile to show him 
how to tie the tie properly. He 
than taught him how to act at an 
interview.

First he told the young strang-
er to give his prospective boss a 
firm handshake, then look him 
straight in the eye and explain 
why he wanted to work for his 
company. 

Before leaving he told this 
young man to tuck in his shirt 
and to come back and tell every-
one how he made out. Many of the 
workers heard this conversation 
and cheered this young man on 
and wished him luck as he left. 

Father McBrien said this dem-
onstrated an act of kindness. This 
story was video-taped by an em-
ployee and ended up on You Tube 

and went viral with 58,000 hits. 
This story is a lesson to us all 

that we should help our young 
people to be all they can be. 

To make this a better world it 
takes just one act of kindness and 
to look beyond race and religion 
or background. You see, the fu-
ture of the nation depends on our 
youth of today and how we teach 
them with many such acts of 
kindness to prepare them to lead 
our nation when the time comes. 

Now by the way, this young 
man ended up getting the job and 
in the video he did shake hands 
with his new employer.

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village
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A Texas judge’s ruling challenging President 
Obama’s executive order on immigration has dealt a 
blow to the 91,000 Queens residents waiting for pro-
tection against deportation.

The disappointment was palpable in the nation’s 
most ethnically diverse borough, where an estimat-
ed 61,000 would be spared from deportation as the 
parent of a U.S. citizen or a legal resident, while an-
other 30,000 would have been shielded because they 
entered the country as a child, according to the Mi-
gration Policy Institute.

The White House vowed to appeal the decision, 
which temporarily halts Obama’s unilateral steps to 
allow undocumented immigrants to apply for work 
permits.

Mayor Bill de Blasio, who has made immigrant 
rights a cornerstone of his administration’s agenda, 
said the city would continue to “defend, advocate and 
organize” for the immigrant community. And he 
added, “We have your back.”

In January, the mayor hosted a meeting of some 32 
mayors from around the country who filed a friend-
of-the-court brief in this case to support Obama’s ex-
ecutive action. 

In Queens nearly half the population is made up 
of immigrants, who have brought their talent, drive 
and cultural richness to the county, which has flour-
ished as a center of diversity.  The Lonely Planet 
travel guide recently named Queens the top tourist 
destination in the United States as the nation’s most 
exotic melting pot.

Recognizing the contributions immigrants make 
to the city (and have since the Dutch landed in the 
1600s), the mayor introduced the Municipal ID to 
give the undocumented access to basic services.

Our experiment with immigration has worked, 
and we wonder why some parts of the country are 
so fearful about embracing newcomers from other 
lands.  The federal judge ruled in favor of 25 states 
that oppose the Obama order, while mayors who 
joined de Blasio in backing the order are primarily 
from the Northeast and Upper Midwest.

 Politics is at the heart of the issue with congres-
sional Republicans squaring off against the president 
and threatening to shut off funding for Homeland Se-
curity as punishment for his immigrant stand.  This 
is why the Texas judge took action, playing chicken 
with the safety of our city, where law enforcement is 
a growing presence around Penn Station and large 
subway stops.

  Be thankful you live in a place which is commit-
ted to doing the right thing for the immigrants who 
have earned it.  This is our borough’s heritage and 
our cultural portfolio.

RULING HURTS ALL

Practice random acts of kindness
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READERS WRITE

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

 There is a growing chasm 
between conservatives and 
liberals on matters of great 
public importance.  Nowhere 
is that disagreement more evi-
dent than on matters of child-
hood vaccinations and global 
warming. But Republican 
presidential candidates voic-
ing distrust of the mainstream 
scientific community is a dan-
gerous political proposition.  
As more evidence is uncovered 
that backs up prevailing scien-
tific theories, Republicans ap-
pear scientifically illiterate.    
For example, U.S. Sen. Rand 
Paul (R-Kentucky) is a gradu-
ate of Duke Medical School, 
a former eye surgeon and 
ophthalmologist.  In a recent 
interview, Paul said he has 
heard of many tragic cases of 
walking, talking normal chil-
dren who wound up with pro-
found mental disorders after 
vaccines, though he was sure 
to note that he wasn’t arguing 
vaccines are a bad idea.  Simi-
larly, New Jersey Gov. Chris 
Christie, another potential Re-
publican candidate, recently 
voiced his concerns about vac-
cinations and autism. 

But the Centers for Disease 
Control has studied the alleged 
relationship between common 
vaccines like the measles, 
mumps and rubella vaccine 
and autism and found no links 
whatsoever.  These results 
have been replicated by multi-
ple separate reports.  There is 
simply no statistically signifi-
cant evidence accepted by the 
modern scientific community 
that demonstrates any known 
link between vaccines and au-
tism.    Of course, politicians 
questioning the wisdom of 
vaccines has a real world cost.  
Hundreds of cases of measles 
and mumps are appearing na-
tionwide, as parents decline 
to vaccinate their children.  
Nonetheless, popular distrust 
of the CDC is still evident, 
and now the Republican can-
didates are openly question-
ing whether the government 
should mandate vaccines over 
parents objections.  

The mainstream media 
will have a field day, making 
them look like uneducated 
fools. Similarly, on Nov. 2, 
2014, the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change, 

which represents mainstream 
scientific opinion, said that 
it was extremely likely that 
climate change is the product 
of human activity. Extremely 
likely in IPCC speak means 
having a probability of over 
95 percent.  The claim forms 
part of its fifth assessment 
on the state of the global cli-
mate.  In its first assessment, 
in 1990, the IPCC declared that 
the observed increase [in air 
temperatures] could be largely 
due to natural variability.  In 
the last 25 years, climate sci-
entists became so much more 
certain climate change is 
man-made that it has become 
heresy within the scientific 
community to pronounce oth-
erwise.  Yet conservative con-
trary views persist.  

Man-made climate change 
is a myth and all efforts to 
prove its existence have failed, 
according to Weather Channel 
founder John Coleman.  The 
award-winning weatherman, 
whose career spans over 60 
years, drew on the support of 
over 9,000 Ph.D. scientists to 
claim that the science [pur-
portedly proving man made 

global warming] is not valid.    
When presented with the sci-
entific evidence, according to 
a recent Pew Research Center 
poll, 35 percent of Americans 
say there is not enough solid 
evidence to suggest mankind 
is warming the earth while 
another 18 percent say the 
world has warmed due to nat-
ural patterns and not human 
activity.    That’s a slight 53 
percent majority against the 
mainstream position of scien-
tists, which also happens to be 
the position of the Obama ad-
ministration. 

Pew says that business 
conservatives and steadfast 
conservatives have the largest 
majorities that don’t believe 
in man-made global warming, 
with 75 percent and 71 percent, 
respectively.    The reason for 
this popular distrust of sci-
ence also arises from within 
the demographics of the scien-
tific community itself:  Most 
scientists identify as Demo-
crats (55 percent), while 32 
percent identify as indepen-
dents and just 6 percent say 
they are Republicans. When 
the leanings of independents 

are considered, fully 81 per-
cent identify as Democrats or 
lean to the Democratic Party, 
compared with 12 percent who 
either identify as Republicans 
or lean toward the GOP.  

Consequently, Hillary Clin-
ton, presumptive 2016 Demo-
cratic nominee, tweeted:  “The 
science is clear: The earth is 
round, the sky is blue, and 
#vaccineswork.  Lets protect 
all our kids. #Grandmother-
sKnowBest. “ By opposing this 
viewpoint, Republican candi-
dates risk appearing like the 
16th century Roman Catholic 
Cardinals who excommuni-
cated Galileo for pronouncing 
that the earth revolved around 
the sun.  By doing so, they ef-
fectively risk ceding the safer 
ground to Democrats, who 
may confidently ride the tide 
of mainstream science toward 
another presidential victory 
in 2016.

Joseph Gioconda
Bayside

=================

==================

Candidates look ignorant when denying climate change

No commercial signs 
in residential areas

Time for action on ferry service

I am a property owner in 
Flushing and would appreci-
ate your assistance with a 
property use violation.  

I live on 148th Street be-
tween 33rd and 34th avenues.  
The tenants of the corner prop-
erty at 33-03 148th St. have af-
fixed a commercial business 
sign to the fence of the proper-
ty.  The sign is for a construc-
tion business, not recent home 
improvements.  

Additionally, a commer-
cial vehicle van is parked on 
the property. I submitted a 
complaint through 311.  I also 
engaged the tenants of the 
house to ask for the signs to 
be removed and provided the 

zoning map of the area.  They 
have not removed their signs 
yet.  The property is owned by 
St. George Episcopal Church, 
Main Street, Flushing.     

It is a great concern to resi-
dential property owners that 
our neighborhoods be used in 
compliance with zoning regu-
lations.  As a property owner, 
the worst i can do is nothing, 
so i am reaching out to those 
who represent our commu-
nity.  

Please help keep our com-
munities thriving and habit-
able by addressing the inap-
propriate use of the property.     

Thank you   
Thomas Greene

Flushing

The mayor’s  announce-
ment  regarding citywide ferry 
service is not fair or good news 
for Rockaway residents. 

We want ferry service run-
ning by this spring. This type of 
announcement is exactly what 
happened before Bloomberg’s 
third election run, which re-
sulted in us getting a slow and 
inconvenient fishing boat fer-
ry service.  2017 is a mayoral 
election year.  In the mean-
time, what happened to the 
game changer money,  Weiner 
money and the New York Ris-
ing money (approximately $55 
million)?  How come Staten 
Island already received $10 
million in additional funding 
for expanded ferry service and 
their service is still free?   Did 
Staten Island residents wait 
three years for this funding? 

The mayor is telling a tale 
of two boroughs — one gets to 
commute for free and one gets 
nothing.  It is also a tale of two 
countries — even foreign visi-
tors get to ride the Staten Is-
land ferry for free.   

The money for the Rock-

away ferry is already in place. 
The ferry service should be 
implemented immediately.  
We’ve waited long enough. 
Specifically, what have our lo-
cal, state, federal and borough  
elected representatives done 
to demand ferry service now?   
Given the fact that some will 
stand up and take credit for 
this “transportation improve-
ment” why are they not insist-
ing that it be launched imme-
diately?

It is very interesting to 
note that the $55 million total 
for the new  citywide  ferry 
service equals the total of the 
funds (Weiner, game chang-
er  and NY Rising), which is 
Rockaway’s money for ferry 
service.  

Let’s have a “thanks for 
nothing rally”!  Why do we 
have to wait almost three 
years for improved transpor-
tation when there is a bid in 
place  right now?  Diesel  fuel 
prices are very low and there 
are several operators interest-
ed in providing the service.   

Furthermore, there are low 
profile vessels that will fit un-

der the train bridge, allowing 
a ferry service/shuttle to Far 
Rockaway beginning tomor-
row.  If the mayor tells any res-
ident that ferry service is not 
possible  by spring 2015, please 
send me a  e-mail joehartigan@
aol.com  If the Rockaway poli-
ticians can show up to at least 
ten rallies and collect 13,000 
petition  signatures, surely 
they should have no problem 
getting the ferry service op-
erational by this spring. 

I don’t understand why 
Rockaway residents are going 
to wait almost three years to 
get the same ferry service back 
that was discontinued. 

Why is every day in Rock-
away Ground Hog Day with 
this mayor? What is next for 
Rockaway the carriage horses 
from Central Park to get to 
work?  

 
Joe Hartigan

Far Rockaway
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M
ass media has lost 
some of its great fig-
ures due to death, 
retirement, and old-

fashioned scandal, with four 
larger-than-life figures — Da-
vid Carr, Bob Simon, Jon Stew-
art and Brian Williams — all 
leaving the stage this week.

From their stories we 
can glean some of life’s hard 
truths. Their differing sagas 
provide us with some poignant 
lessons about the fragility of 
life, the enduring power of he-
roic work, and the age-old les-
son that extreme hubris often 
precedes a fall from power.

The tragic death of 58-year-
old New York Times media col-
umnist David Carr illustrates 
the evanescence of life. Work-
ing until the end, Carr col-
lapsed at his desk in the New 
York Times newsroom after 
moderating a panel discussion 

earlier in the day. He was dead 
by the time he got to the hos-
pital. 

Carr was one of those very 
talented journalists who could 
see ahead of the curve and put 
together seemingly disjointed 
trends, explaining them in 
thoughtful and entertaining 
ways. A newspaperman for 
most of his life, his writing 
about television, social media 
and the ascending power of 
online journalism was so au-
thoritative, he was considered 
the pre-eminent media pundit 
in the country.

His life story also provided 
a fascinating arc for those who 
believe in the healing power of 
family and meaningful work; 
a former crack and heroin ad-
dict in the 1980s, Carr cleaned 
up his act when his twin 
daughters were young and he 
landed some of the most cov-
eted perches in the country – 
first covering entertainment 
and then media at the Times.

His untimely end came just 
48 hours after the tragic and 
violent death of Bob Simon of 
“60 Minutes” fame. Just be-
fore he died, Simon, 73, was 

working on a piece with his 
daughter about the search for 
a cure for the deadly Ebola vi-
rus. Simon had a remarkable 
career as a roving foreign cor-
respondent, which included 40 
days in captivity in Iraq when 
the first Gulf War broke out 
in the early 1990s. His captors 
treated him especially poorly 
because he was Jewish — the 
most dramatic example of his 
intrepid life covering foreign 
wars and international disas-
ters. It is certainly ironic and 
sad that Simon perished in the 
back of a cab in a car crash on 
the West Side highway, not far 
from his home. 

Simon stands out as one of 
the unsung heroes whose qui-
et grace endeared him not just 
to his peers and colleagues, 
but also to the entire viewing 
audience of “60 Minutes.”

Speaking of network tele-
vision, it is hard not to feel a 
sense of embarrassment and 
bewilderment, over the rise 
and fall of long-time NBC an-
chorman Brian Williams. On 
top of the world with a mega 
contract, winning ratings, 
and guest appearances on hit 

shows like “30 Rock” and “The 
Late Show with David Letter-
man,” Williams had it all, but 
somehow thought he needed to 
embellish an already stellar 
resume and career. 

His fall from grace — and 
subsequent six-month suspen-
sion — potentially could lead 
to a particularly common 
American narrative: a fall, a 
mea culpa tour, and then a suc-
cessful second act. 

Williams, I hope, will be 
able to learn from his mis-
takes and return to the perch 
he earned as the dean of broad-
cast journalism. 

And then there is Jon Stew-
art, the Michael Jordan of late-
night comedy. America’s most 
trusted news source, “The Dai-
ly Show,” has informed mil-
lions of millennials about the 
important issues of the day. 
But Stewart did this not with 
a well-coiffed countenance or 
slick graphics and dramatic 
war-torn backdrops, but with 
laser-sharp wit, sarcasm, and 
cynicism. 

As heir to the trailblazing 
wit of Chevy Chase and a 1970s 
pioneering skit called “Week-

end Update,” Stewart every 
evening lifted the veil of hypoc-
risy and cynical politicking by 
this country’s power elite. As 
many have said in recent days, 
you knew you were relevant if 
Jon Stewart and “The Daily 
Show” skewered you. 

Like an athlete who knows 
just went to hang ’em up, Stew-
art went out on his own terms, 
and at the top of his game. His 
widely quoted remark that he 
wants to have more dinners 
with his family, who, he said, 
“according to multiple sources 
are very lovely people,” has, 
in its own funny way, a ring of 
truth to it. 

Maybe Stewart, who now 
could potentially claim the 
mantle of “America’s Most 
Trusted Newsman,” wants to 
try his hand as an NBC an-
chor for six months? Nah. That 
would interfere with the fam-
ily dinner hour.

Tom Allon, president of City 
& State NY, was a Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed may-
oral candidate in 2013 before 
he left to return to the private 
sector. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

COLUMNS

Term limits can raise other concerns in politic scene

T
he concept of term lim-
its has made progress 
in New York from the 
standpoint that the New 

York mayor and City Council 
presently are term limited 
to two, four-year terms, al-
though former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg was able to work 
the system to his advantage 
and serve three, four-year 
terms.

Our governor and state leg-
islature composed of the state 
Senate and the state Assembly 
presently are not under such 
restrictions as limiting their 
terms in office.

The recent scandal involv-

ing Assembly Speaker Shel-
don Silver has raised the is-
sue of term limits in our state 
government. In regard to the 
governorship in recent years, 
no elected governor has served 
more than three full terms. 
That includes Mario Cuomo, 
who served as New York State 
governor from 1983 to 1995. He 
was followed by George Pataki, 
who also served three terms as  
governor from 1995 to 2007.

To put a limit on the num-
ber of terms an elected offi-
cial can serve has the result 
of restricting the choice that 
the voter has in voting to elect 
candidates.

As in any other profession, 
experience counts a lot. The 
more experience office holders 
have helps in governing. By 
constantly changing elected 
officials, it can have the effect 
of weakening our executive 
and legislative branches of 
government.

It can be said that public 
officials who are in their last 
term under term limits are 
considered “lame duck” of-
ficeholders. In most cases they 
do not have the same status as 
those office holders who are 
not under term limits.

In some cases, term-limited 
elected people lose interest in 
their position and spend much 
of their time planning to run 
for other offices or trying to 
find a job after their term limit 
time is reached.

In the final analysis, it is 
citizen registered voters who 
should decide the fate of elect-
ed officials when they are run-

ning for re-election after their 
term of office is complete. That 
was always the case before 
term limits came into play. 
Term limits have discouraged 
some excellent candidates 
from seeking public office.

It is also difficult for elect-
ed officeholders to plan for 
future government programs 
when they are only going to be 
in office for a limited period of 
time.

The results of term limits 
bring about a weakening of 
our government. This is espe-
cially true in states where the 
governor can only be elected 
for one, four-year term. That 

would include such states as 
Virginia and Mississippi. It 
would seem that the elected 
governor in these states has 
barely taken office when they 
become lame ducks and their 
term of office ends.

It is best to leave electoral 
authority in the hands of the 
people without taking away 
re-election from candidates.

As we look at the 2016 future 
election for president, it looks 
like there will be a lengthy 
primary season in both the 
major political parties, espe-
cially the Republican Party, 
but the Democratic Party may 
have presidential primaries as 
well.

At any rate, the presiden-
tial race of 2016 promises to be 
one of the most interesting na-
tional elections that we have 
had in a long time.

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle

William
Lewis

n

Four media giants leave the stage

To put a limit on the number of terms an 
elected offi cial can serve has the result 
of restricting the choice that the voter 

has in voting to elect candidates.
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My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

T
he death early this year of 
Queens native Mario Cuo-
mo brought forth many 
stories about his life and 

his rise to public office.
 I cannot quarrel with any of 

the facts stated, although I be-
lieve the reference to his work 
in the public housing dispute, 
which was his major public role 
to that point, left out an impor-
tant fact.  The obituaries made 
it appear that the “Jewish com-
munity” of Forest Hills was the 
only segment of the population 
which opposed Cuomo’s efforts 
to have good public housing in 
the neighborhood. 

From personal knowledge, 
I know that at least one church 
in Forest Hills lost a good many 

members and officers because 
it backed the work Cuomo was 
doing.  The church never recov-
ered, but it recently celebrated 
its centennial. 

 Other churches joined to 
help in a compromise and prob-
ably suffered the same loss of 
members who opposed what 
Cuomo was trying to do.  In 
many cases, old friends did not 
speak to each other for some 
time, if ever. As far as I know, 
the tenants of the building have 
been good neighbors all these 
years.  The compromise worked, 
but no one is ever happy about 
compromises, are we?

 Of course, discrimination, 
in the form of what were then 
known as “restrictive cov-
enants” was part of the land-
scape in many areas of Queens.  
Jackson Heights, Forest Hills 
Gardens, Douglas Manor and 
others, I imagine, used these to 
see to it that the communities 
maintained a white Anglo-Sax-
on population.  We called them 
WASPS in the old days, but that 

term is not PC today, I believe. 
 The Great Depression and 

World War II brought many 
changes, including   — even 
before laws went into effect — 
the end of the barring of non-
WASPS from many sections.  
At the time, one Queens wit, 
noting the changes, opined that 
these communities “suddenly 
realized that Roman Catholics 
and Jews had money, too.”

 The changes did not apply to 
people of color, until legislation 
made such discrimination ille-
gal.  However, laws are subject 
to proper enforcement and red-

lining and other methods have 
kept housing from being entire-
ly open here and elsewhere. 

 Take the case of Ralph 
Bunche.  Recipient of the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1950, he helped in 
the formation of the United Na-
tions and was undersecretary 
of the UN in later years.  The 
story goes that after being re-
buffed in Forest Hills Gardens, 
Bunche and his family bought a 
home in Kew Gardens and lived 
there from 1953 until his death 
in 1971. I believe it is an historic 
site now.   

 Late in the 1950s, Dr. Bunche 

and his son sought membership 
in the West Side Tennis Club.  
Their applications were reject-
ed.  A public outcry caused the 
club to rescind its rejection and 
apologize for the affront. 

 Dr. Bunche refused to re-
submit his application, point-
ing out that the turnaround had 
occurred because of his public 
stature and not because the club 
believed what it did was wrong. 
This is something to remember 
about Mario Cuomo and his ef-
forts to make the promise of de-
mocracy live up to its hoped-for 
reputation.  

 Winston Churchill is reput-
ed to have said, “Democracy is 
the worst form of government, 
except for all the others.”

 Our Queens native proved in 
Corona and Forest  Hills —and 
in a lifetime of public service — 
that another great American, 
across the pond, was right. 

 Je suis Charlie. 

(See my blog, No Holds 
Barred, at TimesLedger. com)

Mario’s affordable housing fi ght caused rifts
COLUMNS

Kenneth 
Kowald 

n Discrimination, in the form of what were 
then known as “restrictive covenants” 

was part of the landscape in many areas 
of Queens; Jackson Heights, Forest Hills 

Gardens, Douglas Manor and others.
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BY MADINA TOURE

Flushing Town Hall has met its 
campaign goal of raising $35,000 to 
match funding from an anonymous do-
nor ahead of its Feb. 28 deadline. 

Since September, more than 300 
people made contributions by mail or 
online or dropped off donations. By 
Feb. 10, the organization had raised 
more than $41,000. 

Sami Abu Shumays, Flushing Town 
Hall’s deputy director, said the arts 
sector has seen many cuts over the last 
few years.

“The most important thing to us is 
to keep functioning so we can serve the 
community,” Shumays said. “It’s great 
when someone steps up and says that 
they’re essentially willing to help fill 
in the gaps that come in from some of 
the other sources.” 

Last fall, an anonymous patron of 
the arts contacted a member of Flush-
ing Town Hall’s board of trustees say-
ing that if the arts organization raised 
$35,000 in either new or increased con-
tributions by the end of February, the 
donor would match that amount with 
an additional $35,000. 

The “35” in the campaign goal of 
$35,000 represents this year’s 35th an-
niversary of the Flushing Council on 
Culture and the Arts, an affiliate mem-
ber of the Smithsonian Institution and 
a member of the city’s 33-member Cul-
tural Institutions Group.

At the time, through a board mem-
ber, the donor said the organization is 

an unnoticed group is a “hidden gem” 
that will continue to thrive with the 
support of its patrons.

“I truly believe in this institution 
— and I hope that this challenge will 
motivate others to open their wallets 
and hearts, thereby enabling this  gem 
to shine brighter than ever, enriching 
the culture of this diverse community,” 
the donor said. 

Shumays said the challenge will 
formally continue until Feb. 28 and 
that the not-for-profit will continue to 
accept donations.

“We always welcome and we al-
ways need individual donations, so we 
welcome people to donate at any time 
because that helps us to continue our 
mission,” he said.

BY BILL PARRY

The Waterfront Crab House has 
closed after nearly 40 years in the 
Hunters Point section of Long Island 
City. Visitors to the iconic seafood 
restaurant Sunday were surprised 
to learn that three children of owner 
Tony Mazzarella decided to close down 
just three weeks after he died.

A sign at the entrance read, “It is 
with deep regret and heavy hearts that 
we inform you that due to the passing 
of Tony Mazzarella we must close the 
Waterfront Crabhouse.”

The owner was one week shy of his 
79th birthday when he succumbed fol-
lowing a long battle with leukemia in 
January. He had spent nearly $500,000 
of his personal wealth to rebuild his 
restaurant after a six-foot flood surge 
from Hurricane Sandy nearly de-
stroyed the dining room and kitchen, 
The famed restaurant, at 2-03 Borden 
Ave., did not have any flood insur-
ance.

Mazzarella “rebuilt from the floor-
boards” and reopened 107 days after 
the storm, saying, “You tell them all: 

the Waterfront Crab House got wet, but 
we didn’t drown.” 

He was an endearing figure in west-
ern Queens for his charity work, espe-
cially for childhood cancer. He was the 
founder of the New York State Boxing 
Hall of Fame that was headquartered 
on the restaurant’s second floor. The 
Crab House was also home to Ring 8, 
a fraternity of former boxers who help 
pay medical and housing bills for old 
or destitute fighters.

Following his death, Mazzarella’s 
brother-in-law, Bobby Haubert, said, 
“The Waterfront Crab House will con-
tinue to operate. His children Kris, 
Michelle and Daniel will make sure of 
that.”

The family is not commenting on 
the closure, but the sign in front ends: 
“We are eternally grateful to those that 
have graced our tables, supported our 
causes, and have made this the institu-
tion that it has become...Thank you for 
the journey.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Flushing Town Hall meets its goal of raising 
$35,000 ahead of its Feb. 28 deadline.  

Photo by Michael Shain

Waterfront Crab House shuttered

Arts group gets funds

www.nea.org/readacross.

www.huntingtonhelps.
com.

www.huntington-
franchise.com.

A
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 

761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777
Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com

Neck & Back Pain  |  Scoliosis & Spinal Deformities | Knee & Hip 
Replacement | Hand, Shoulder, Elbow & Ankle  |  Sports Medicine  | 
Pediatric Orthopeadics  |  Physiatry, Pain Management  |  Pain 
Management Psychology  |  Chiropractic Care  |  Acupuncture  |  MRI

New York Spine Institute is the only comprehensive 

Spine Institute and Full Orthopedic Center on Long 

Island affiliated with NYU Langone’s Hospital for Joint 

Diseases. This center brings nationally and internationally 

recognized leaders in Spinal Care to your community.
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
An adoptee legislation bill will 

finally an adopted person who has 
reached the age of 18 to request, a non-
certified copy of his or her birth cer-
tificate and/or medical historyfrom 
the Department of Health, lawmakers 
and adoptee rights advocacy groups 
announced last week.

 The Adoptee Bill of Rights, cur-
rently has 90 bipartisan sponsors, led 
by state Assemblyman David Weprin 
(D-Fresh Meadows), who stood with 
several sponsoring Assembly mem-
bers in support of the new bill. 

“This long overdue legislation, 
 once passed. Currently, adoptees may 
only obtain original birth certificates 
through a cumbersome judicial pro-
cess or by hiring an often expensive 
private investigator,” said Weprin,.

  He said he  would continue to fight 
for the passage of the Adoptee Bill of 
Rights as a way to provide equal access 
to medical history and information to 
all adult adoptees in the state.

Adoptees normally have a birth cer-
tificate that has been amended to con-
tain data about themselves and their 
adoptive parents.

“One of the most routine questions 
any doctor asks during a regular visit 
is about the patient’s family medical 
history,”  Assemblywoman Linda B. 
Rosenthal (D-Manhattan) said. “Unfor-
tunately, for adoptees there is no easy 
answer: they don’t whether their moth-
er was diagnosed with breast cancer 
at 45 or whether their father had high 
blood pressure. This information is 
critical to preventing and diagnosing 
disease and could prove life-saving.”

BY BILL PARRY

Queens Library’s Broadway branch 
reopened its Children’s Room after a 
five-month renovation. 

Three-year-old Isabelle Salgueiro 
had the honor of cutting the ribbon last 
week as families and children from PS 
166 and PS 70 attended the unveiling of 
the space featuring a vibrant and col-
orful decor, new furniture and child-
friendly computers.

“For children in Astoria the Broad-
way Library is a magical place,” City 
Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) said. “Like so many of our 
children who live in the neighborhood, 
I learned to read in the Children’s 
Room. It is the very space where I 
learned to dream, and dream big, and 
countless kids do the same here every 
single day. These wonderful state-of-
the-art upgrades and improvements 
will give generations of children the 
technology and software they need to 
become future leaders of our city.”

Van Bramer secured the $740,000 
in city funds for improvements at the 
Broadway branch. Nearly half went to 
the upgrades of the Children’s Room 
on the second floor.

“Our children deserve the very 
best we can provide when it comes to 
their education,” Queens Library In-
terim president Bridget Quinn-Carey 
said. “Queens Library is an important 
part of the educational fabric of our 
city, providing homework help and 

after-school assistance, as well as a 
fun and wholesome place to go when 
school is not in session. The renovated 
Children’s Room at Queens Library at 
Broadway is an outstanding space to 
learn and grow.”

Quinn-Carey added that additional 
improvements will include a new Cy-
ber Center to “give this community 
more access to technology” and a reno-
vation of the first floor, including the 
meeting rooms.

Three-year-old Isabella Salgueiro cuts the 
ribbon on the new $300,000 Cikdren's Room 
at Queens Library's Broadway branch in 
Astoria. Courtesy Queens Library

Adoptee rights bill gives 
access to medical history

Learning center reopens
for children on BroadwayChrist the King Students Join in Psychology Research 

at Museum of Natural History

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college 
preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students 
from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. 
The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, 
Vice Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., 
Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, 
President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

 Christ the King High School’s Psychology and Advanced Research classes 
recently visited the Museum of Natural History, where they took part in a research 
class on human origin and brain development.  They examined skulls of different 
species to determine and compare their personality and functions compared to 
that of humans. Pictured: Samantha Seidman & Matthew Mucha

The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

Continued on Page 52
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BY BILL PARRY

The Hallets Point megaproject is 
set to begin construction now that the 
Durst Organization has acquired the 
final piece of the real estate puzzle. 
The developer paid an investor $15 mil-
lion, for the land at 1-02 26th Ave. in 
Astoria, and will go forward with the 
2.5 million-square-foot residential and 
retail development.

“We were very pleased we could 
close on the final parcel,” Durst Orga-
nization spokesman Jordan Barowitz 
said. “We look forward to breaking 
ground in the fall.”

The Durst Organization, the devel-
oper of 1 World Trade, bought out Lin-
coln Equities in October 2104 when it 
purchased three parcels on the East 
River waterfront for $130 million. Lin-
coln Equities had agreed to buy that 
final parcel from Deutsch’s Astoria 
Equities 2000 for $7.5 million, but when 
the Durst Organization took control 
the value doubled.

The $1.5 billion Hallets Point proj-
ect will include 2,404 market-rate and 
affordable units, a new school, a super-
market and other retail, a public park 
and a waterfront esplanade. The proj-

ect’s architect, Jay Valgora, who also 
designed the nearby 1,723-unit Astoria 
Cove development, is working on seven 
different projects that will help trans-
form the city’s 528 miles of waterfront 
over the next 30 years.

“Our entire design proposal is a 
study in how to create new links and 
connections between an existing com-
munity and the waterfront,” Valgora 
said. “The East River is the conduit 
linking all boroughs and drawing peo-

ple to the waterfont.”
A few miles south along the river, 

some of the winners of the Hunters 
Point South affordable housing lottery 
have started to receive notifications, 
according to the city Department of 
Housing Preservation and Develop-
ment.

“The applications are still under 
review and the tenant selection pro-
cess is underway,” an HPD spokesman 
said. “The first round of interview let-
ters have been distributed in rounds 
and the process will continue until all 
units are filled.”

Hunters Point South contains 924 
affordable apartments in two towers, 
one at 1-50 50th Ave., and the other 
at 1-55 Borden Ave. When the lottery 
closed Dec. 15, there were 92,700 ap-
plications, or roughly 100 applicants, 
for each unit that range in price from 
low-income studios starting at $495 a 
month to three-bedroom apartments 
for $2,729.

Tenants will begin moving into 
Hunters Point South this spring.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

The Durst Organization acquires the final parcel of land needed to begin construction of 
the mammoth Hallets Point development in Astoria. Artwork courtesy Studio V Architects

Final land purchase made for Hallets Point project
Hunters Point South affordable housing lottery winners start getting their notifi cations

888-690-2612NO FEE
APARTMENT RENTALS

The NEW LeFrak City



TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 20–26, 201520    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT FT TL

©
 2

01
5 

Fe
ld

 E
nt

er
ta

in
m

en
t

Advertisement

Never before has any show brought together a mix of action sports into the ring with the amazing Ringling 
Bros. performers! It’s an amazing spectacle of extreme family fun!

FEB. 19–MAR. 1

MAR. 4–8

MAR. 12–15

MAR. 18–22

#RinglingBros
Ringling.com For ticket information, visit Ticketmaster.com

Experience the grace and beauty of Ringling Bros.® menagerie of exotic 
animal acts that can only be found at The Greatest Show on Earth®.

Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey searched more than 14 countries for the 
120 performers featured in Circus XTREME.

RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM & BAILEY

®
 PRESENTS CIRCUS XTREME
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From the Edge of Amazing 
to the Edge of Your Seat!

RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM & BAILEY

®
 PRESENTS CIRCUS XTREME

Presents

Ringling.com

 
Presents  will be in the 
New York Metro area for five weeks 

beginning February 19. For ticket 
information, visit Ticketmaster.com
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BY BILL PARRY

Continuing his efforts to 
make New York City more 
sustainable, City Councilman 
Costa Constantinides (D-Asto-
ria) introduced legislation last 
week which would increase 
the use of biodiesel in home 
heating oil. The bill would 
mandate that home heating 
oil contain a 5 percent blend 
of biofuel by October 2016 and 
create a framework to raise 
that blend every five years 
until we reach 20 percent by 
2030.

The current mandate, Lo-
cal Law 43 of 2010, required 
home heating oil to contain a 
2 percent blend by 2012.

“As we move closer to our 
citywide commitment to re-
duce carbon emissions by 
80 percent by 2050, we must 
take advantage of all oppor-
tunities to get us there,” Con-
stantinides said. “Increasing 
biofuel in home heating oil 
will make our city more sus-
tainable and healthy. Build-

ings produce over 75 percent 
of our emissions and this bill 
will help reduce those emis-
sions in an innovative way. In-
creasing our biofuel use to a 5 
percent blend in home heating 
oil would be the equivalent of 
taking 45,000 cars off the road. 
Biodiesel also brings good jobs 
to our local economy.”

Constantinides added 
that if the city were to reach 
a 20 percent biofuel content 
in home heating oil by 2030, 
carbon emissions could be re-
duced by 40 percent, equiva-
lent to taking 300,000 cars off 
the road.

The biodiesel industry sup-
ports more than 10,000 direct 
and indirect jobs in New York. 
Biodiesel is sourced from used 
cooking oil from more than 
20,000 restaurants throughout 
the city. It is also made from 
soybean plants using only the 
oil portion of the soybean --- 
the protein portion remains 
available for food.

Researchers from the U.S. 
Department of Energy have 

also discovered a way to pro-
duce biofuel out of algae and 
are exploring ways to make it 
on a large scale.

Calling the bill “environ-
mentally foward-thinking,” 
John Maniscalco,  the chief ex-
ecutive officer of the New York 

Oil Heating Association, said, 
“We are now in our third win-
ter at a B2 bio-fuel standard 
and it has been an unequivo-
cal success. Now it’s time to 
move on to a B5 blend and inch 
closer to an eventual goal of 
B20.”

Meanwhile on another 
front, Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst)  
introduced a resolution in sup-
port of a tax credit for New 
Yorkers who adopt their pets. 
The resolution calls on the 
state Legislature to introduce 
and pass a bill, making New 
York the first to offer such a 
credit in the United States.

The resolution asks for a 
$100 tax credit for each tax-
payer who adopts a dog or a cat 
from a shelter.

“Encouraging New Yorkers 
with a tax credit to adopt pets 
is not only compassionate but 
would bring relief to our over-
burdened animal shelters and 
to animal lovers who want to 
adopt but are wary of the ini-
tial costs,” Ferreras said. “In 
addition, the companionship 
of a pet has proven health and 
social benefits for adults and 
children”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Councilman Costa Constantinides introduces a bill to increase biofuels 
in home heating oil. Photo courtesy of William Alatriste

Costa introduces green bill to increase biofuel use
Ferreras asks for pet adoption tax credit to help lower burdens on animal shelters

 The Magic of 
Bill Blagg Live

Even the most skeptical 
audience will have to think 
twice about believing 
what they see when they 
watch the magic of Bill 
Blagg. A spellbinding stage 
performer, Blagg has 
thrilled and flabbergasted 
scores of people with his 
incredible illusions. No 
cards, no rabbits – just 
fresh, lively, cutting-edge 
magic. Buy your tickets 
early, because if you blink, 
they’re sure to vanish! 
February 21, 2015 
Saturday at 2 pm & 8 pm 
Tickets: $30  
Member price: $27 
Rear Seating: $25  
Special: 4 for $99 
(Use code FAMILY4) 

Box Office: 718.760.0064 
www.queenstheatre.org
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 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with LiteRise®
 Décor® with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
 Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience  
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Selma, Birmingham, 
Little Rock, these are the 
names of the most famous 
battlegrounds of the civil 
rights movement.

But not every fight took 
place in the old Confed-
eracy.  And, while many 
Queens advocates went 
South to support the fight 
for equal rights during 
the 1960s, our borough, 
too, had its fair share of 
battles. 

Here the fight tended to 
be for equal access to jobs 
and better schools. But in 
the years before the Civil 
Rights Act was passed in 
1964, Queens saw some an-
gry and prolonged battles,  
as these pictures show. 

Little is said anymore 
about a one-day boycott 
on Feb. 3, 1964 when more 
than 450,000 students,  
nearly half the student 
population, skipped school 
to protest the de facto 
segregation of the educa-
tion system. Or the wide-
spread, violent protests 
that greeted President 
Lyndon Johnson’s appear-
ance at the opening of the 
1964 World’s Fair.

From the archives, this 
is what the civil rights 
movement in Queens 
looked like half a century 
ago. -- Michael Shain 

Fight for civil rights right here in Queens
Protests disrupt the start of the 1964 World’s Fair in Flushing Meadows. Specifically, the sit-in was about  equal hiring at 
the fair, but it also kept the new civil-rights movement in the national headlines.  Photo by davidmixner.com

In 1963, the building of Rochdale Village in St. Albans sparked 
months of daily protests because the contractors refused to 
hire minority workers. Picketers include baseball great Jackie 
Robinson. A favorite tactic was to sit in the street to block 
heavy equipment from driving onto the site.  AP Photo

A 1963 handbill urging parents to 
keep their children out of  school 
for a day to protest segregation.

In 1959, the first busing of students in the city started in Glendale 
and Ridgewoood. At PS 77 (now IS 77) on Seneca Avenue, after 
some holdouts, racially integrated classes became the norm.  AP 

The Queens College contingent arrives at the famed March on 
Washington in 1963, where Martin Luther King Jr. gave his “I Have a 
Dream” speech.  Queens College Civil Rights Archive

P t t diA 1963 handbill urging parents to
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Did you know there is more than $150 billion each year in loans, 

grants, and work-study programs that can help you and your family 
pay for college? 

 
You can access this money by completing the  

Free Application for Federal  Student  Aid (FAFSA) 
 

Complete your FAFSA with the Y!  
 

Locations in Manhattan, Queens, Brooklyn 
and The Bronx  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
 
VISIT: WWW.YMCANYC.ORG/FAFSA  
 
 EMAIL: FAFSA@YMCANYC.ORG  
 

We  provide: 
�� On-site Trained Professionals to help complete the FAFSA  
�� Additional support after you complete the FAFSA 
�� Free Metrocards  

Supported by 

NEED MONEY FOR COLLEGE? Oil & 
Bioheat fuel.
Savings. Service. Value.

Additional terms and conditions may apply. Some services may not be available in all areas. 
NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2014 Petro.  P_14472

petro.com petro mobile connect on

Call today for special offers! 1.866.539.5295

Oil Heat Ultra Low Sulfur Bioheat/Fuel

air emissions by over 70%

maintenance and a cleaner 
environment

Oil   |   Natural Gas 
Heating   |   Cooling 

My Dad

Uncle Jack

“Thanks to Calvary in Brooklyn, my dad, and then my uncle  
spent their final days in their beloved borough.”

“My family was born and raised in Brooklyn. My father was a 
bartender. And my uncle, a mailman. When dad had terminal 
cancer, and then a few years later, my Uncle Jack, their wishes 
were to spend their final days with the ones they loved – their 
family and friends – in the place that they loved, Brooklyn. 
We knew that Calvary’s Brooklyn Satellite at Lutheran Medical 
Center was the perfect place. The convenience of having world-
renowned, expert end-of-life care close to us made the final days 
stress free for everyone. We’d visit throughout the day and night. 
You not only relieved their physical pain, but also our emotional 
pain. Thanks to you, there were wonderful memories of happy 
times together until the very end. God bless you, Calvary.“

– Joe Hall

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org
Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services • Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice)

Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220
(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 
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TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, ABS, 
pm, Alloys, CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL

CORVETTE2013 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #9700. 34k 
miles. 

$33,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

E3502012 MERCEDES

$24,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, 6 cyl, alloys, 
p/d/l, ac, p/s. Stk 
#11628. 20k miles. 

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for



BAYSIDE  TIMES

Buhrman’s Store, as it was called then, was the fi rst post 
offi ce for Bayside. It stood on the site where today the 
Cross Island Expressway meets the LIE. It was torn down 
in 1936, the year after the Bayside Times was founded, to 
make way for the new highways.    
 From the collection of Jason Antos
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www.cordmeyer.net

Please visit our Retail Stores, Restaurants,
Banks, Garages, and Supermarkets:

 
FOREST HILLS, NY

Queens Boulevard:
CHEEBURGER CHEEBURGER, BEACH BUM TANNING, TD BANK, 

MERIDIAN MEDSPA, MIDWAY FH CAR PARK, KEY FOOD, 
CVS

Continental Avenue:
CHASE BANK, PRIME SMOKE SHOP, LORILIL JEWELERS, 

SUBWAY, BANK OF AMERICA, AT&T WIRELESS, AEROSOLES 
STATION SQUARE OPTICAL, CAPITAL ONE BANK

71st Road:
BLUE PEARL VETERINARY SPECIALISTS, WINDSOR FH CAR PARK

BAYSIDE, NY
Bell Boulevard & 26th Avenue

THE BAY TERRACE SHOPPING CENTER 
www.bayterrace.com

Cord Meyer Development Company

Committed to Excellence 
Since 1904
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 Bayside Times   80th Anniversary

The main shopping strip 
was Bell Boulevard, which 
was lined with merchants as 
well as the White Owl cigar 
factory on the corner recently 
vacated by McDonald’s.

On July 2 of that year the 
paper billed as “Bayside’s 
Own Newspaper” appeared 
and the story introducing the 
new weekly said “it fulfi lls 
this community’s long and ur-
gently needed want.”

 The Times’ offi ce was at 
41-00 Bell Blvd. in Bayside, 
L.I., NY.  Vol., No. 1 of the Bay-
side Times was published on 
a Tuesday even though the 
regular publication date was 
Thursday because the July 4 
holiday fell on Thursday in 
1935.  The price was fi ve cents 

a copy.
Now marking its 80th an-

niversary, the newspaper can 
look back on a rich history of 
covering the people, events 
and places that shaped a com-
munity as Bayside evolved 
from a retreat for celebrities 
such as theatrical producer 
John Golden and boxer “Gen-
tleman” Jim Corbett in the 
1930s into a leafy suburban al-
ternative to Manhattan.

As the paper went through 
a series of ownership changes, 
it never veered from its origi-
nal mission of reporting the 
news that mattered most to the 
people of Bayside.  World War 
II and the military confl icts 
that followed were chronicled 
through the stories of the vet-

erans from the town who 
served and the Memorial 
Day parades that honored 
them.

 Among the biggest head-
lines down through the de-
cades, a Navy Reserve plane 
crashed on 212th Street in 
1948, killing the pilot and 
three people on the ground; 
the serial killer Son of Sam 
shot two people outside the 
Elephas discotheque on 
211th Street; and the Sept, 
11 terrorist attacks took a 
deadly toll on the community.

In other news, Baysiders 
rallied against the Clearview 
Expressway, fought overdevel-
opment as open land gave way 
to multi-family complexes and 
residents watched with unease 
as newcomers changed the de-
mographics of the town.

 The big draw for the north-
east Queens enclave has been 
its schools, considered the 
highest performing in the city 
right up until today - a trend 
that has made education one 
of the enduring stories of Bay-
side since the paper began.

 In this issue, three long-
time residents of Bayside are 
sharing their memories.  Joan 

Brown Wettingfeld, the Bay-
side Times’ history columnist 
for many years, has a touch-
ing piece about what it was 
like to grow up here in the late 
1920s and 1930s. Mandingo 
Tshaka was born in Bayside 
in the Thirties and he recalls 
his life as a black child in an 
integrated neighborhood.

 And Frank Skala, who has 
made his home in Bayside for 
many years, takes us back 
to the Fifties when he was a 
teacher at Bayside High School 
and teenage life was less com-
plicated than it is today.

 Under the new ownership 
of Les Goodstein and his wife 
Jennifer, we are looking for-
ward to many more years be-
yond our 80th milestone. We 
invite you to share recollec-
tions of your years in Bayside 
by sending letters and photos 
to the paper after you read 
this issue. We will try to pub-
lish as many as we can.

 We want you, our readers, 
to join us on our journey as we 
continue to tell the compelling 
story of Bayside and what it 
means to the rest of Queens as 
well as the entire city. 

AN 80TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
WISH
The fi rst edition of the Bayside Times 

was published between the two World 
Wars in 1935 at a time when farmland 

surrounded the village, established families 
lived in stately houses and Crocheron Park 
was developed on the site of an old summer 
hotel that had burned down.

The fi rst Bayside Public Library branch is a storefront on Bell Boulevard. Opening day was a children’s festival.  
  

Photo courtesy of Bayside Historical Society
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1935 

The very first Bayside Times was 
published on July 2, 1935. The first 
edition was published from 41-00 
Bell Blvd.

1946

According to archives, when 
Queens Post Publishing bought the 
paper, The Bayside Times was lo-
cated in Room 21 at 41-02 Bell Blvd. 
At that time, owner Frank Fay pub-
lished The Bayside Times and The 
Broadway-Flushing Times, which 
then became known as The Flush-
ing Times. He was also printing The 
Little Neck-Douglaston Times. The 
first issue of all three papers under 
his ownership on Jan. 24, 1946, con-
tained a note from the publisher in a 
box on the front page: 

“We have purchased this paper 
because we feel that an active and 
growing community such as this de-
serves and needs a modern and fast-
moving newspaper. We want you to 
consider the Times as your paper.”

1948:  

The newspaper is sold to Gerald 
M. Richardson, the son of a Canadian 
newspaper publisher and a former 
public relations officer on the staff of 
Gen. Claire Chennault, the leader of 
the famed Flying Tigers during World 
War II. Richardson fell in love with 
Bayside while stationed here edit-
ing Air Force Magazine, he said, and 
wanted to stay when his active duty 
was finished. “The community news-
paper that feebly attempts to ape its 
nationally known contemporaries is 
totally lacking in newspaper ‘know-
how,’” he wrote in his first week. “The 
community newspaper that sticks to 
its own field, that tells you of the activ-
ities within the actual area in which 
we normally live and work, laugh and, 
yes, cry, can be successful.”

1960 

The newspaper was later bought 
by the Allisons. The offices were lo-
cated at 214-11 41st Ave. for some 30 
years before moving to the second 
floor at 41-02 Bell Blvd.

1969

The Bayside Times merged with 
The Little Neck Ledger and The Glen 
Oaks News, expanding as far south 
as Floral Park. “It stayed with local 
issues that concerned the whole sec-
tion of northeast Queens, from the 
bay to Floral Park,” said David Alli-
son, who ran the family business in 
the 1970s and 1980s.

1989 

Steven Blank bought both The 
Bayside Times and The Little Neck 
Ledger, founding Queens Publishing 
Corp. and expanding staff and space 
to add 14 more community weekly 
newspapers. 

1991 

The Whitestone Times was the 
first of 14 new sister papers, pub-
lished in February.

1992 

The Flushing Times opened in 
February.

1993 

The Fresh Meadows Times made 
its debut in February and The Glen 
Oaks Ledger first hit newsstands in 
August.

1994 

The Queens Village Times opened 
in August, marking the company’s 
first venture in southeastern Queens

1995 

The Jamaica Times became the 
eighth paper in the chain in Febru-
ary and the Laurelton Times joined 
the Queens Publishing family in 
June.

1997 

The Forest Hills Ledger opened 
May 1, becoming the 10th paper in 
the TimesLedger family.

1998 

The Richmond Hill Times opened, 
the Ridgewood Ledger appeared on 
the newsstands June 4, and the Asto-
ria Times began, bringing the news-
papers in the TimesLedger chain to 
13.

1999 

The TimesLedger Newspapers 
join the Internet generation when 
its Web site, timesledger.com, is 
launched. 

2002

The Howard Beach Times, cover-
ing Howard Beach, Ozone Park and 
South Ozone Park, is established.

2004 

The first issue of the Jackson 
Heights Times, covering the neigh-
borhoods of Jackson Heights as 
well as Corona, Elmhurst and East 
Elmhurst is published.

2006 

TimesLedger Newspapers is pur-
chased by News Corporation and is 
placed under the umbrella of Com-
munity Newspaper Group. After 
the purchase, the Glen Oaks Ledger 
and Woodside Times are folded into 

the Little Neck Ledger and Astoria 
Times, respectively, bringing the 
total number of papers in the chain 
to 14.

2008 

CNG launches YourNabe.com, 
a new Web site that includes news 
from its papers in Queens, Brooklyn 
and the Bronx.

2010  

CNG renovates the TimesLedg-
er’s longtime home on Bell Boule-
vard, consolidating its space into 
two-thirds of the building’s second 
floor and bringing a fresh, modern 
look to the newspaper’s offices.

2011 

The redesigned TimesLedger.
com web site is launched, which fo-
cuses exclusively on Queens.

2013  

CNG combines its remaining 
seven Queens papers into three sep-
arate editions - the Bayside Times, 
Flushing Times and TimesLedger - 
and begins distributing free copies 
of the paper in boxes and in selected 
locations.

2014 

Les Goodstein, the former presi-
dent of CNG, and his wife Jennifer 
buy the Community Newspaper 
Group from News Corp.  The com-
pany publishes weekly newspapers 
in Queens, Brooklyn and the Bronx 
and has added weeklies in Manhat-
tan run by Jennifer Goodstein. It 
also puts out Caribbean Life and sev-
eral specialty magazines. 

 Bayside Times   80th Anniversary

History of the Bayside Times

A 1948 ad in the Bayside Times solicits for 

paper boys. Only kids with good grades 

need apply.

Back in the 1960s, the Bayside Times newsroom was 

located on 41st Avenue of Bell. In those days, if you 

wanted to take a photo, you went outside.

In June, 1977, the Son of Sam killer struck 
again at a disco on 211th Street called Elphas. 
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Fortunoff Fine Jewelry is back.

return to the source

New Boutique by Esther Fortunoff
1504 OLD COUNTRY ROAD, WESTBURY, NY 11590 
Next to P.F. Chang’s, east end of The Mall at The Source
For store hours and directions, visit our website.

fortunoffjewelry.com
800.636.7886

Bring in this ad for a
special discount off er.
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In human affairs the histo-
ry of childhood, which should 
be of major import, has not had 
the attention it deserves from 
historians. The old truth still 
stands: “The child is father to 
the man.”

Robert Louis Steven-
son,  who wrote so poignantly 
of childhood in his “Child’s 
Garden of Verses,” had a very 
strong impact on my early life 
so long ago. How his words still 
sing to me today! His verses 

abound with the feelings and 
emotions of children that are 
at once universal yet more 
uniquely attuned to a not-too-
distant past that I knew when 
I was growing up — a time 
when most children who lived 
outside of congested urban ar-
eas were so fortunate and were 
sustained by a simpler country-
like atmosphere. They were 
challenged to employ their in-
genuity and imagination and 
to provide their own entertain-

ment in simpler ways. Not pro-
grammed to rely on technically 
complex man-made products, 
children turned to books and 
games. Reading was an impor-
tant pastime.

Though I was born in New 
York City, we soon moved to 
New Jersey, and it was there 
that I attended kindergar-
ten. We moved to Queens and 
settled in Bayside when I was 
7 years old, so I am a longtime 
resident of this area.

Long Island in the days 
of my childhood was still an 
island of small towns, each 
preserving its special milieu. 
Every village, town, and neigh-
borhood reflected its own spe-
cial rhythm, depending on its 
location, geographical features 
and, of course, the sum of its 
residents whose life stories 
make up their history

As one gets on in years, 
childhood memories and life’s 
simple pleasures become dear-
er to the heart and one realizes 
that each day is a gift.

As I look back on the those 

less complicated, quieter days 
when I was growing up, so 
many things come to mind that 
I shall have to practice a per-
sonal and selective memory for 
the purpose of this column.

Farms existed in Bayside 
and there was still a blacksmith 
shop operating here. Large 
tracts of land were evident 
where apartments and multi-
family dwellings now stand. 
Stores and businesses were 
family-owned through more 
than one generation and the 
merchants knew their custom-

Bayside historian recalls 
her magical childhood

BY JOAN BROWN WETTINGFELD

Things that really matter are rarely committed to paper, and 
with that preface I should like to devote this column to some 
childhood memories that matter a great deal to me. I hope 

my small effort will cause my readers to relive and recollect and 
enjoy reminiscing about their own childhood whatever their gen-
eration.

Continued on Page 44

Bayside Movie Theater.
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BY MADINA TOURE

“Precious memories, how 
they linger, How they ever 
flood my soul.” (Gospel hymn 
copyrighted by J.B.F. Wright 
in 1925)

When asked to describe 
what Bayside was like dur-
ing his childhood years, 
longtime resident Mandingo 
Osceola Tshaka, 84, said the 
area had a country-like feel 
to it. 

Tshaka could see open 
lots with horses across the 
street from his family’s 
home at 206-41 46th Ave. 
Bayside Hills, he said, was a 
horse-and-wagon street and 
by the time one approached 
Bay Terrace, it was “very 
country.” 

“Across the street, at PS 
31, on Bell between 46th Ave-
nue and ... 48th Avenue, east 
to Springfield Boulevard, it 
was open farmland owned 
by the Wettingfeld family,” 
Tshaka said. 

He left the area in the 
1960s. He took on a num-
ber of unskilled jobs before 
he finally became a singer 
for the vocal group The 
Ink Spots and traveled the 
world.  His compelling voice 
also earned him spots in  a 
variety of theatrical produc-
tions on Broadway. 

Tshaka eventually came 
back to Bayside in the 1970s 
and made many contribu-
tions as a community activ-
ist, including getting rid of 
drug dealers and eliminat-
ing the neighborhood’s pov-

 Bayside Times   80th Anniversary

Mandingo Osceola Tshaka is a 
community activist and perform-
er who has seen Bayside change 
dramatically over his lifetime. 

Newspaper was on scene
for biggest Bayside news

In 1977 Son of Sam shot two people at disco on 211th St. 

Mrs. J. Edgar McKee celebrated her 
birthday, businessmen planned a bar-
gain sale on Cross Island Boulevard, 
and the students at the Jewish Center 
were honored, according to the head-
lines on the fi rst issue. 

In 1935, the nation was just begin-
ning to recover from the crippling 1929 
stock market crash that brought the 
economy to its knees. That same year 
Bayside opened its Queens Library 
branch in May, just another chapter 
in the unfolding story of the town that 
was chronicled weekly in the paper.

A little over a decade later in Sep-
tember 1948,  a Navy Reserve plane 
crashed into 212th Street, killing the 
pilot and three people on the ground. 
the Bayside Times was there, shooting 
photos of the crash scene from the roof 
of its offi ces on Bell Boulevard.   Later 

that year “Dewey, Repubs. Sweep Bay-
side” was the headline on the elec-
tion issue, but Truman won the race  
— even though the Chicago Tribune 
trumpeted Dewey’s victory and got it 
wrong.

A year later the paper reported that 
dial service had come to Bayside May 
15, 1949 and ran a picture of the tele-
phone girls’ farewell party under the 
story.

In June 1955 Bayside High School 
graduated its largest class of 699 as 
the Auburndale Legion Post opposed 
the building of the Clearview Express-
way, which threatened 800 homes in 
Bayside.

On another part of Page 1, Repub-
lican Bayside Councilman Robert 
Barnes had a shouting match with the 
Council because the Wagner adminis-

tration was raising property taxes by 
0.17 cents.

After the Civil Rights Movement 
and the Vietnam War, Bayside fought 
against having an adult entertain-
ment establishments in the neighbor-
hood. In the summer of 1977, the fi ght 
made its way to Albany where a bill, 
banning topless entertainment in 
bars, pushed by community members 
and local leaders passed in the Assem-
bly and Senate.

Toward  the end of the 1977 sum-
mer, police arrested David Berkow-
itz for questioning in a rash of shoot-
ings, including the wounding of two 
people outside the Elephas disco on 
211th Street and 45th Road. Berkowitz, 
whose sister was a Queens resident, 
would later would be known as the in-
famous serial killer Son of Sam.

In the Eighties, state Sen. Frank 
Padavan asked the city to treat raw 
sewage dumped into Little Neck Bay 
from Douglaston’s Bayview Manor 
and Bayside civic leader Frank Skala 
pushed to have the troublesome club 
Camoufl age on Bell Boulevard closed 
down. In the Oct. 15, 1981 issue, Bay-
side residents David and Judy Deutsch 
celebrated their 51st marriage anni-
versary.  

BY SADEF KULLY

In the record summer heat of 1935, the committee 
members of the Bayside Woman’s Club were ex-
hausted after their pet parade took a wrong turn 

onto Lawrence Boulevard following the lead of a Per-
sian cat, which was front page news in the inaugural is-
sue of the Bayside Times on July 2, 1935.

Boyhood 
days 

make fond 
memories

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 49
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(718) 224 7300
38-01 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

(718) 224 7300
www.SterlingPharmacyNY.com

Free Parking
Most Insurance Plans Accepted

Competitive Pricing
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 BY FRANK SKALA
 
 Eight years ago when I was serv-

ing as Principal-For-A-Day at Bayside 
High School, I was addressing a group 
of student leaders when I was asked, 
“What was it like in the 1950s when 
you were a teenager here?” I replied, 
“There were no school guards or assis-
tant principals, and the principal, Sam-
uel Moskowitz, ran the school with just 
two administrative assistants, since 
we pretty much all did just as we were 
told. 

“If we had dressed as most of you do, 
we’d have been suspended. If we spoke 
as some of you, we’d have been ex-
pelled. If we had pink hair, as the guy 
over there does, we’d be executed. Af-
ter we ate lunch, we usually went out to 
O’Connor Park  and then all came back 
in as the bell rang.” They asked “why?” 
My response was “because  we were 
supposed to.” The looks on their faces 
made it clear they thought I was joking, 
but except for “execution,” it was all ac-
curate. Meeting the boy with the pink 
hair at the Science Fair later in the day, 
I found him to be a very hardworking 
honor student who wanted to be a sci-
entist.

Bayside High School was supposed 
to open in January 1936, but a contrac-
tor’s strike delayed the opening until 
March 16, 1936, when 2,276 students 
arrived at a not-quite-completed build-
ing that had no books, no seats in the 
auditorium and no refrigeration in the 
cafeteria. It did, however, have lots of 
birds living inside its halls and rooms. 
It had been constructed on what was 
about half of O’Connor Park, and dur-
ing its construction, Bayside area stu-
dents attended Flushing High School 
in the afternoons after the Flushing 
High kids left. Unlike most city high 
schools before or after, the new school 
had a swimming pool, where I would 
later learn to swim. 

The fi rst principal, Dr. George 
Crane ran a tight ship and remained 
in the post for 15 years through World 
War II and into the Cold War. By 1939 
Bayside High was at its capacity, with 
3,886 pupils divided into three tracks:, 
Academic, Secretarial, and General. 
(The latter took no Regents.) Two of the 
early valedictorians still live locally: 
Mary Hyde Saunders, Class of 1937, and 
TimesLedger history column writer, 
Joan Brown Wettingfeld, Class of 1938. 
One of the teachers who opened Bay-
side High in 1936, Ida Smith Shapiro, 
was my English teacher two decades 
later. Under Dr. Samuel Moskowitz, 
principal from 1952-1965, Bayside High 
kept its reputation for academic excel-
lence, preparing me for Queens College 

and my own career in teaching.
 In 1961 Bayside High School cel-

ebrated its 25th anniversary with 18 
of the original teachers still on staff. 
The long-awaited athletic fi eld fi nally 
opened in 1962, but an increase in stu-
dent population to almost 6,000, (before 
the opening of Francis Lewis and Car-
dozo high schools,) with 10th graders 
attending the Bayside High annex at 
PS 159 across the Clearview Express-
way for several years.  As the Vietnam 
War dragged on, students decided they 
had new rights, even so far as show-
ing a Viet Cong propaganda fi lm inside 
school and practicing various forms of  
civil disobedience but with no known 
violence/injuries.

 Fast-forwarding to 1986, Bayside 
High celebrated its 50th anniversary 
with participation by thousands of 
alumni and local residents, culmi-
nating with a dinner for 1,400 at The-
Top-of-The-Fair in Flushing Meadows 
Park. The 50-Year Celebration Com-
mittee was headed by Principal Lester 
Speiser and Bayside Times publishers 
Dave Allison (BHS 1952), and Carol 
Burger Allison (BHS 1954), with seed 
money given by the East Bayside Hom-
eowners Association after the newspa-
per had located thousands of Bayside 
graduates.

Between 1986 and 1993, my daugh-
ter, then my son, attended Bayside 
High School, receiving the same ex-
cellent education as I had a generation 
before with one of the staff members 
from my generation, Dr. Dorothy Mc-
Donough Laird still on the staff. While 
I was the Bayside High School Parents 
Association president in 1991, a group 
of us using the lists from the 1986 cele-
bration set up the Bayside High School 
New Alumni Association, Inc. It has 

VISIT THE WEBSITE:

BaysideLittleLeague.com
FOR THE APPLICATION AND INFO

 
Lower Level

IT’S NOT  
TOO LATE!

Baseball for boys and girls
for ages 4–17

Girls softball available 
for ages 10 and up

The League 
that feels 

all children 
should be playing 

and having fun

Contact us at  
BLL4066@aol.com or
Visit the website at  
BaysideLittleLeague.com

We accept Checks, Money 
Orders and Credit Cards.
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Bayside HS teacher 
looks back at the Fifties

Continued on Page 46

Bayside High School as it looked in the mid-
1950s.
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ALSO COVERING AUBURNDALE, COLLEGE POINT, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK

LARGEST AUDITED 
COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER 
IN QUEENS

BY MADINA TOURE

Willets Point United, a group 
representing businesses and 
land owners in Willets Point, is 
calling on the city Department 
of Transportation to repair 
streets and infrastructure in 
the blighted area. 

Concerns include the large 
number of potholes and uneven 
roads as well as the lack of litter 
baskets and sewers, said Gerald 
Antonacci, WPU’s president. 

The neglected landscape 
falls within the northern and 
eastern ends of the area, par-
ticularly 34th Avenue, 126th 
Place, 127th Street, 127th Place, 
35th Avenue and Willets Point 
Boulevard, Antonacci said. 

“It looks like a third world 
country here and it’s because of 
them,” he said. “We need to be 
able to drive down our streets 
without falling into potholes 
and breaking our cars and 
trucks. We’ve gone to the com-
munity board about this and 
they’ve got this on their list of 
things to do, but it just seems 
like nobody wants to do it.”

The DOT and Community 
Board 7 could not be reached 
for comment. 

The $3 billion Willets Point 
Development Plan will entail 
the building of a megamall as 
well as commercial, retail and 
residential space on the 62-acre 
Willets Point site. 

The developer, Queens De-
velopment Group — a joint ven-
ture between Sterling Equities BY BILL PARRY

 
Mayor Bill de Blasio met 

with the heads of the police 
unions in College Point in an 
effort to defuse the tension 
that hovered over the funeral 
of a slain cop last weekend 
when thousands of officers 
turned their backs as he eulo-
gized their fallen brother. 

De Blasio left the 2-1/2-hour 
meeting with police without 
commenting Tuesday. While 
PBA President Pat Lynch said 
he thought the talks helped 
to move things in a “positive 
direction,” none of the union 
officials would take any ques-
tions after the session ended 
at the new Police Academy.

A spokesman for the may-

or said, “Today’s meeting 
focused on building a produc-
tive dialogue and identifying 
ways to move forward togeth-
er. The mayor and police com-
missioner remain committed 
to keeping crime in New York 
City at historically low levels, 
supporting the brave men and 
women in uniform who pro-
tect us every day, and finding 

ways to bring police and the 
community closer together.”

The mayor had hoped ex-
tending an olive branch might 
help bridge a growing divide 
after he heard boos and cat-
calls Monday at a ceremony 
for nearly 900 new graduates 
of the Police Academy at Mad-
ison Square Garden.  

Continued on Page 34
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BY JUAN SOTO

McDonald’s, gone. 
Bell Realty, gone. 
Taco Palace, gone.
The list continues, but the 

closing of three of the most 
iconic fixtures on Bell Boule-
vard is a clear sign that Bay-
side’s main commercial strip 
is ever-changing.

And as some businesses 
close, new stores open their 
doors, and other decide to un-
dergo a makeover. 

This was the case, for ex-

ample, for Dunkin’ Donuts. 
The donut classic was closed 
for about a month late last 
year for a complete face-lift. 
And in the works is the total 
renovation of Top Bagel, on 
the corner of 41st Avenue, 
which has been under way 
since Oct. 17.

Bell Boulevard’s history 
goes back more than 100 
years ago, when businesses 
like White Castle and the Bri-
arwood Organization were 
about to open their doors, said 
Lyle Sclair, executive director 

of the Bayside Village Busi-
ness Improvement District. 

“Changes are always oc-
curring here,” Sclair said. 
“New people move in, other 
owners retire,” he said, not-
ing that the BID has about 
250 members. They include 
ground floor stores, like res-
taurants, banks and bars, and 
second-floor operations, such 
as doctors’ offices, lawyers, 
accountants and newspapers.   

Margarote Papacostas, 
owner of Karma Boutique, 
just loves Bell.

“We have a strong commu-
nity here,” she said. “We have 
very strong businesses, and 
up and coming new stores.”

She inaugurated Karma 
about two years ago, after 
closing her former lingerie 
business, which sold exquisite 
underwear garments for nine 
years.  

“When stores close, we 
don’t wait long for a new one 
to open,” Papacostas said. 
“Spaces are usually not avail-
able for long.”

That’s one thing Tommy 

Murphy, from the Mean Street 
Tattoo parlor, learned.

Murphy has been inking 
on Bell Boulevard since Sep-
tember. 

“Bell Boulevard is chang-
ing for the better,” he said. 
Murphy waited for about one 
year to rent the place for his 
tattoo parlor.

“My partner and I waited, 
but we got the spot we really 
wanted,” he said. 

After the first months of 
putting art on people’s skins, 
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New merchants replace old-timers on Bell Blvd.

SAVE $15
on any purchase 

of $75 or more
Not to be combined with 

any other offers

VALID UNTIL 3/20/15

SAVE $5 
on any purchase 

when you sign up for a 
Modern Pet rewards card

VALID UNTIL 3/20/15

“It’s OK Buddy. 
Mommy went to 
Modern Pet to 
get you a coat 

and booties 
just like me.”WHERE PETS FIND STYLE

Bay Terrace Shopping Center 
Upper Level  Next to Post Offi ce

212-77 26th Avenue  Bayside 

718.224.8500

PREMIUM PET FOODS, APPAREL & ACCESSORIES

Continued on Page 46

In the late 1920s, there was a taxi stand on Bell Bou-
levard right next to the stairway up from the Bayside-
LIRR station.  Courtesy of Bayside Historical Society

Top Bagel’s top-to-bottom renovation on Bell is nearly complete.  Photo by Michael Shain 

American Vision now occupies the College 

Point bank building.
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Greetings From

SUMMER CAMP

Samuel Field Y 
Day Camp
718.225.6750 x261 or x264
www.sfysummercamps.org

Camp Open House
Sunday, March 1, 2015

at the Samuel Field Y

I     SFY DAY CAMP
 Low Camper / Staff Ratios
 Customizable Session Options
 Camps for Children with Special 
Needs 
 Elective Programming 
 Extended Hours (AM/PM) 

 Transportation Options 
 Indoor & Outdoor Programs 
 Exciting Trips & Travel Options
 1199, ACD, & HRA Accepted

Sign Up 

NOW

LIMITED TIME ONLY

For 

Discounted Pricing

Our Teen Camp girls 

always stop to smile for a 

pic on the road.

The members of the Junior Camp Art Elective 

show off their gorgeous creations.

Sports Camp shows us the meaning of 
teamwork.

Our structured classes and clubs give kids chances to explore their interests and creativity, but also features 
physical activities that promote health, team building, problem solving and skill enhancement.

PROGRAM OFFERINGS INCLUDE:

Robotics       Zumba       Hip Hop 

Basketball       Ceramics       Soccer

Weird Science       Woodworking

Performing Arts       Yoga       Music       and more!

New for 
2015!

AFTER SCHOOL CLASSES @ THE SAMUEL FIELD Y
58-20 Little Neck Parkway, Little Neck, NY 11362

10 week sessions   Grades K–2, 3–6
Classes begin week of February 23 

Call for more information, pricing and  
a schedule to join the fun!

Andy Gavora   718-225-6750 x261
AGAVORA@SFY.ORG  
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Services offered to 1930s 
Bayside residents in the cat-
alogue included automobile 
woodwork, bridge chairs, 
chimney sweeping, corse-
tieres, haberdashers and 
pillow renovation.

Kelly’s Car Service, lo-
cated at 212-25 42nd Ave., is 
possibly the neighborhood’s 
longest-running business. 
The company was founded 
by the Kelly family, which 
still operates the car ser-
vice, in 1920.

Kelly’s was founded 
around 1920 by William A. 
Kelly and his wife, Wanda. 
It was then passed down to 
their son, William Kelly, as 
well as his wife, Florence, 
his brother, Carmelo, and 
his brother’s wife, Marion 
Carmelo Forame.

The business is cur-
rently owned by Edward 
Kelly and Eileen, his wife. 
Their daughter, Caitlin, also 
works at the car service.

Kelly’s is thought to be 
one of the oldest cab compa-
nies in the city and perhaps 

even the country.
One of the community’s 

other oldest remaining busi-
nesses include Tanenbaum 
Associates, which began 
as a clothing store but was 
transformed into a family 
law practice, Keil Brothers 
Garden Center, which was 
formed in 1930 as a fl ower 
shop but later became a full 
garden center closed in 2013.  
It sold its property at 210-11 
48th Ave. to the city for a 
school.

But Robert Mann Dance 
Centre, another Bayside fi x-
ture, recently is celebrat-
ing its 50th anniversry at its 
longtime studio at 214-10 41st 
Ave. off Bell.

Bayside store owners 
said the face of Bell Boule-
vard’s busy shopping strip 
has changed exponentially 
during the past fi ve to 10 
years and that only a few 
of its businesses have been 
in the community for more 
than 30 years.

The boulevard has long 
drawn borough residents 

as a hot spot for restaurants 
and shopping. Visitors to the 
strip between Northern Bou-
levard and 35th Avenue can 
taste Indian, Mexican, Ital-
ian, Thai, Chinese, Greek 
and Irish food.

Many of the longtime 
business owners on Bell 
closed their hardware, sta-
tionery, paint, home decor 
and card shops to make way 
for clothing retailers, drug-
stores, nail salons, banks, 
electronics stores and eater-
ies.

Frances Pilling opened 
the Pilling real estate offi ce 
in 1976, making it one of the 
boulevard’s longest stand-
ing tenants until the fi rm 
sold the 80-year-old build-
ing it occupied at 42-18 Bell 
Blvd. to Bell Realty in July. 

The structure was razed to 
make way for a mixed used 
development.In an inter-
view several years ago with 
the Bayside Times, Joseph 
Tanenbaum said his par-
ents, Solomon and Augusta 
Tanenbaum, opened a dry 
goods and camp supplies 
store at 43-29 Bell Blvd. in 
1923. He then opened his law 
fi rm, Tanenbaum Associ-
ates, which is now operated 
by his sons Richard and 
Mark, on the building’s sec-
ond fl oor in 1951.

“Bayside was part of Nas-
sau County, but the lines 
were reshuffl ed and it be-
came part of New York City,” 
he said. “It retained the fl a-
vor of a small town.”

Tanenbaum said his fam-
ily’s store gained a reputa-

tion as a stalwart commu-
nity business.

One of the neighborhood’s 
long-term tenants, sports 
bar and restaurant First 
Edition, shut down perma-
nently Dec. 7, 2009 due to a 
decline in business amid the 
struggling economy. The eat-
ery, which had been founded 
in 1948 by Angelo Ritacco 
and James Pascale at 41-08 
Bell Blvd., was located next 
to Bell Boulevard’s Long Is-
land Rail Road station.

First Edition was best 
known for its hot wings, 
but also featured drink spe-
cials and served hamburg-
ers, sandwiches, pasta, sal-
ads and wraps. Sports fans 
were drawn to the site for its 
seven big-screen televisions 
and 70 smaller TVs, which 
played football, Yankees and 
Mets games.

Other well-known com-
munity businesses, such as 
Kraus Paint and Wallpaper 
shut down before First Edi-
tion.

Small business owners 
on Bell said many of the 
longtime stores had closed 
as their owners grew older, 
while Bay Terrace Shopping 
Center pulled customers 
away from the strip and the 
city changed parking meters 
from one-hour to 30-minute 
time slots, then one year ago 
to 20-minute slots and now 
15-minute slots at 25 cents a 
pop.
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Kelly’s, Tanenbaum still on the job 
BY THE TIMESLEDGER STAFF

A copy of a 1934 Who’s Who guide 
to Bayside businesses provides a 
glimpse of how much the commu-

nity has changed from the days when it was 
a tree-lined haven from the bustle of Man-
hattan, attracting famous denizens such as 
Rudolph Valentino and Buster Keaton, to a 
suburban, low-crime family community.

Keil Brothers, now out of business, was in two spots on Francis Lewis Boulevard during its long life.

An ad for Parker’s Hardware in a 1947 issue of the 
Bayside Times urges “Housewives Unite” and buy 
the latest model of kitchen range. Kelly’s Car Service actually began as a horse-drawn livery 

operation.  
Photo courtesy of Kelly’s
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Stop in at any Queens Library for more information,  
phone 718-990-0700 or go to www.queenslibrary.org.

KEEPS ME 
THINKING

Thousands of      programs for every age FREE
workshops for 
beginners and 

art, history, 
informational 
programs

audio books

Can’t travel to the 
library? We’ll send  
your books to you, free!
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Discover the Treasures Within

Fashion 
Boutique

Accessories
and GiftsPippy & Lily

Handmade vintage jewelry  Parisian soaps and coconut candles 
Gold and silver monogram necklaces and bracelets

HOME DECOR DESIGN STUDIO
LOCATED WITHIN THE BOUTIQUE  COMPLIMENTARY ESTIMATES

Custom Window Treatments  Upholstery  Home Improvement  Painting  Kitchens  Bathrooms

161-05 29 Ave., Flushing, NY 11358 

COMPLIMENTARY
GIFT WRAPPING

NEW! 
Trendy Clothing 
with a Classic 

Touch!

Thank you to the Bayside Times 
for 80 years of service to Queens! 

   

Assemblyman Edward C. Braunstein
26th District

213-33 39th Avenue, Suite 238
Bayside, NY 11361

(718) 357-3588
braunsteine@assembly.state.ny.us

Changing face of Bayside 
refl ects more diversity

BY BILL PARRY
 
In the early years of the Bay-

side Times, the area was still 
wooded farmland with large 
colonial-style homes that were 
passed down from generation 
to generation. Its mostly white 
and upper-middle-class popula-
tion changed little for decades 
mainly due to the lack of public 
transportation.

That began to change in 
1957. 

“Robert Moses started to 
build the Clearview Express-
way and that would split a lot of 
the neighborhoods and we lost a 
lot of great homes,” Bayside His-
torical Society President Paul 
Di Benedetto said. More than 
420 families were displaced so 
that Moses could connect the 
Throggs Neck Bridge with the 
Long Island Expressway and 
eventually the Grand Central 
Parkway. 

According to “The Power 
Broker,” by Robert Caro, Moses 
watched as a crowd of protest-
ers (yes, Bayside) once burned 
an effigy of him with his name 
printed in large numbers. It did 
not stop him from building his 
arterial highway and making 
Bayside more accessible to mo-
torists.

Real estate developers fol-
lowed  soon afterward. 

“A lot of the original build-
ings with the old world crafts-
manship with grace and style 
began coming down,” Di Bene-
detto said.

Alison McKay, the execu-
tive director of the Bayside 
Historical Society said, “All of 
those farms and estates for the 
wealthy were chopped up to 
make way for more single-fam-
ily homes. It became a bedroom 
community centered by the 
Long Island Rail Road station.”

As the physical nature be-

gan to change in Bayside, the 
demographics of northeast 
Queens would be affected by 
two seminal events. The United 
Nations made its temporary 
headquarters at the site of the 
1939 World’s Fair in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. From 
1946 until it moved to its per-
manent home in Manhattan, 
the U.N. introduced the world 
to northeast Queens. The expo-
sure was about to become even 
greater.

In 1964, the World’s Fair re-
turned to Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park. Many foreign 
nationals staffed the many pa-
vilions. 

“A lot of the participating 
countries built homes for the 
staff,” McKay said.  

Seth Bornstein, the presi-
dent of the Queens Economic 
Development Corporation, 
said, “It really did change the 
borough forever. Many of the 

people that were here to work 
in the pavilions returned to 
live in Flushing and College 
Point when changes to the fed-
eral immigration laws were 
made in 1965.” While Flushing 

became the heart of the immi-
grant community in northeast 
Queens, nearly 80 percent of the 
newcomers were born in Asia, 
according to the U.S. Census 

Continued on Page 49

A walk around the area shows the ethnic mix of Bayside is changing rap-
idly.
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Tryouts Start March 1st at:
PS 209  16-10 UTOPIA PARKWAY 

WHITESTONE, NY 11357

TRYOUT DATES AND TIMES:

MARCH 1ST 9-10:30am 9 and under*

MARCH 1ST 11am-1pm 10 and under*

MARCH 8TH 9-10:30am 11 and under*

MARCH 8TH 11am-1pm 12 and under*

MARCH 15TH 9-10:30am 13 and under*

MARCH 15TH 11am-1pm 14 and under*

MARCH 22ND 9-10:30am 15 and under*

MARCH 22ND 11am-1pm 16 and under*

MARCH 29TH 9-10:30am 16-17

*As of August 31, 2015  Tryout Fee is $20.00  All people who tryout will need to bring proof of age

Spring Basketball Training available for those who do not want to 

play Tournament Basketball, but want to continue working on their game.

Online Basketball Registration: www.dacsports.com  347-252-1154

For more info email marksmeninfo@aol.com 347-252-1154 Register online at www.dacsports.com 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK DAC ATHLETIC CLUB

Marksmen Team Sports is offering another unique opportunity for both boys and girls 

who want to continue to play basketball and improve their skill sets.

Come train with John Zullo, Mickey Elbaum, Bayside High School Varsity Assistant 

Coach Cody Stabile and the rest of The Marksmen Training Staff.

Tryouts for Marksmen 
AAU Spring Summer 

Tournament Basketball

MARKSMEN TEAM SPORTS
Spring Basketball and Fitness Training

 TEN 80 MINUTE SESSIONS — $300

 Individual Fitness Training also available by appointment

 Each session is a skills and drills workout followed by 

 Basketball game situation in order to improve a child’s 

 skill sets and knowledge of the game

 All Training done indoors

 Experienced Trainers

 Discount registration to join DAC Basketball program 

 for those interested in joining Northeast Queens longest 

 running basketball program.

 No fee tryouts for those interested in 

 Marksmen Tournament Teams forming this Spring

Space is limited to 16 kids per session

Ages 8-11 and 12-15

Little Ballers clinics for

Ages 4-7 years old also available

$250 (10 Sessions)

Training Starts Week of April 6th 

LOCATIONS:
PS 188  218-12 Hartland Avenue

Bayside, NY 11364

PS 169  18-25 212 Street

Bayside, NY 11361
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erty designation. 
He was born in May 1911 in Bayside 

and was raised by his grandmother at 
their home on 46th Avenue, where he 
lives today. He attended the old PS 31, 
PS 162 and Bayside High School. 

His grandmother bought the prop-
erty in 1914. In 1920, she built a bunga-
low and by 1936, she had opened Mom 
Selby’s Tea Room upstairs, which 
served soul food. His grandmother 
ended up bringing it downstairs due 
to its popularity.

“This is the Great Depression and 
for African-Americans, it was a rough 
time for them, and she did that,” Tsha-
ka said. “As of this year, it would be 
101 years that we’ve owned this prop-
erty.” 

But Tshaka especially remembers 
growing up in an environment that 
was integrated, with African-Amer-
ican families and Eastern European 
families alike co-existing in his neigh-
borhood. “Here it was integrated and 
we got along fine,” he said. 

Tshaka was registered in the old PS 
31 in 1938. In 1938, the ground for the 
current PS 31 building was built. He 
described the new building as “state 
of the art,” with fluorescent lights, an 

intercom, a gymnasium, microphones 
and a “beautiful auditorium.”

During World War II, he said, the 
school would have air raid drills. 

“All the children, all through the 
school ... would go in the hallway and 
sit and I would serenade the children,” 
he said. “I could always sing.” 

He was pushed up three grades, 
which he said ended up being a chal-
lenge for him.

“I failed all the way through and 
the next thing I knew, I was graduat-
ing,” he continued. 

Although he said he did not do 

well in high school, he described his 
experience there as “wonderful,” re-
membering playing in a band and an 
orchestra. 

Tshaka left Bayside in the 1960s, 
living in Flushing and eventually 
Harlem. He returned to the neighbor-
hood in 1972. 

One day, he came across a former 
PS 31 teacher when he was at the Chase 
Bank on Bell Boulevard. He greeted 
her without introducing himself, but 
she recognized him.

“She said, ‘Oh, I remember you’ 
and I said, ‘You do?’ and she said, ‘Yes, 

it was I who signed the papers for you 
to graduate. Ain’t that something? … 
I said, ‘That was so kind of you to do 
that.’”

Tshaka got right to work when he 
returned to Bayside, having spent 17 
years on Community Board 11. His 
contributions included getting rid of 
drug dealers on the streets, opening a 
playground behind MS 158 on Oceania 
Street and ridding the area surround-
ing his home on Bell Boulevard of the 
poverty designation it received from 
the government. He also got the fed-
eral government to admit that slave 
labor was used to build the White 
House. 

He was also honored as a historian 
at New York State’s Board of Regents 
in Albany in 2010. 

In July, he published a memoir 
titled “Mandingo Osceola Tshaka: 
Fearless Fighter for Justice” in which 
he shares his life story. 

Bayside has undergone a number 
of changes, including the growing 
presence of the Asian population in 
the area and other changes such as 
Bell Avenue becoming Bell Boulevard 
and the Chase Bank property that 
was once inhabited by the Bell Diner, 
Tshaka said.

His feelings about Bayside after all 
these years remain the same.

“It was wonderful,” he said. 

TSHAKA
Continued from Page 32

Young people always seemed to fl ock to Mandingo.  
 Photo courtesy of Mandingo Osceola Tshaka
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ers as neighbors and friends. 
Parking was never a problem, 
although most people walked 
to town.

The library was housed in 
a storefront building and was 
a friendly meeting place for 
young and old alike. The movie 
house was small but adequate, 
and you knew the policeman on 
the beat The variety of stores 
was such that you could pur-
chase most any item you need-
ed on Bell Avenue without leav-
ing town and I remember only 
one or two restaurants, though 
there might have been more. 
Eating out was not so prevalent 
in those days and home was the 
center of a family’s entertain-
ment and social life.

Despite the proximity of a 
thriving metropolis, there was 
a generation or two that relied 
on the phonograph, the radio 
and the movies. Television CD 
players, tape decks and boom 
boxes were as unknown as 
computers and video.

So many things come to 
mind as I think back over my 

childhood days. I look at a pic-
ture of my handsome, young 
father standing beside me as I 
sit propped up on a brown and 
white spotted pony. I am muf-
fled to the ears in scarves, my 
small body so swathed in warm 
clothing that only my eyes are 
peeping out like two brown al-
monds. From my father’s heavy 
overcoat and the way I am bun-
dled up, it was probably a cold 
day in late fall or early spring. 
But in those days the coming 
of the man with the pony was 
a special treat and the time to 
have a picture taken. Thirty 
years ago my own daughter 
enjoyed that unforgettable ex-
perience because the man with 
the pony still came to our town. 
Where, I wonder, is he or his 
counterpart today?

I remember when I was 4 
years old how delighted I was 
when we lived in a spacious 
colonial-style house with a 
large yard in which there were 
several beautiful pear trees. 
Back among the trees was an 
abandoned chicken coop which 
my father restored and cleaned 
so that my younger sister and I 
could crawl inside and pretend 
to “keep house.”

But, more important, it was 

a refuge and a place to make-
believe and to dream dreams. 
In the dark, velvety summer 
evenings under the bright stars 
and a shining moon I remem-
ber, too, the pleasure we had 
watching the fireflies glow in 
the dark and then meeting their 
challenge and capturing them 
for a few moments in a jar. The 
mystery of that light always 
intrigued me until many years 
later when my chemist husband 
explained it to me as he was 
wont to do about so many things 
during our life together.

One of my fondest memories 
is of my own very first reader 
which my father bought for 
me before I was old enough to 
go to school and from which I 
taught myself to read. Vividly 
impressed in my memory is 
its brown cover and the bright 
red, shiny apples illustrating 
the letter “A.” I remember, too, 
my pride in mastering and de-
ciphering those first words.

A common sight when I was 
a child was the organ grinder 
and his monkey. I could not 
get enough of watching the an-
tics of that agile little animal 
as I tossed him the few pen-
nies I had. The last time I saw 
a “hurdy-gurdy” man with 

his monkey was in a small vil-
lage in Provence in the south 
of France.  Like the Carousels I 
have enjoyed in Central Park, 
in European cities and wher-
ever I have found one, I always 
hope to find an organ grinder 
and his playful monkey. I won-
der if they, too, have completely 
disappeared.

As I meander through the 
pages of my young life, other 
memories come flooding back 
like the rope and plank swings 
that my father made for us and 
which hung on the huge maple 
tree in our yard. When the 
swings were put up each year, 
they heralded not only the glo-
ries of summer but gave flight 
to our fancies and provided a 
source of inspiration for the 
imagination of my sisters and 
me as we devised many a sce-
nario for our play time.

At harvest time my father 
would gather corn stalks from 
our large garden plot and fash-
ion from them wonderful play 
“huts,” which served as props 
for many a game by the neigh-
borhood children who came 
from all around to take part 
in “cops and robbers” or “cow-
boys and Indians” or even to 
play “hospital” and care for 

the aviators who “flew” in our 
swings.

I remember the school yard 
at PS 130 in the spring and the 
chocolate grahams one would 
buy at recess time for a penny. At 
holiday time they came in a va-
riety of shapes like bunnies and 
Christmas trees. Later in the 
upper grades when adolescent 
love began to bloom you might 
receive one as an offering from 
your current young “swain.” In 
that vein, I remember returning 
to my eighth grade classroom 
after a long siege with pneu-
monia (a dangerous disease. 
in those days when there were 
no antibiotics) and having my 
heart turn over when I found a 
big bunch of pink rambler roses 
in my inkwell placed there as a 
welcome back by a young man I 
very much admired then.

I remember picking black-
berries at the old abandoned 
Willets Mansion, which stood 
across from our house. What 
adventure it was to explore 
those wildly overgrown acres 
and wonder about the life that 
the house once held. But best of 
all I remember the fragrance 
of the jams and jellies as my 
mother preserved them for the 
days ahead.

CHILDHOOD
Continued from Page 31
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Murphy and his business 
partner were glad they moved 
to Bayside’s main thorough-
fare.     

“Bell Boulevard has a very 
strong community feeling,” 
Murphy said. “This is exactly 
what we thought it was going 
to be.”

As new faces surface, old 
faces fade. McDonald’s closed 
up its Golden Arches on the 
boulevard in December after 
Mandee’s shut its doors on the 
next block.

Another Bell Boulevard 
classic that vanished was Bell 
Realty. Taco Palace ended its 
run recently, too.

The owners packed their 
phones, files and desks after 
more than 30 years at 42-18 
Bell Blvd. The new owner, 
who bought the building for 
more than $1 million last 
year, demolished the struc-
ture to erect a three-story 
mixed used residential and 
commercial space. Work is 
currently under way. 

“Bell Boulevard is the 
heart of the district,” said 
City Councilman Paul Val-
lone (D-Bayside). 

Movement on Bell has a 
common denominator. Rent 
money is always at the heart 
of the decision.

“Rents are problematic be-
cause of that balance between 
what a can a landlord get and 
what a tenant can pay was al-
ways a struggle around here,” 
Vallone noted.

As part of the progress on 
Bell, the Bayside Village BID, 
elected officials, neighbors 
and customers hope to turn 
Bell into a destination.

“Everything you need is 
here,” Sclair said. “But in 
today’s day and age, a lot of 
people chose to buy online, 
so they don’t necessary walk 
down on Bell.”

He noted that as Queens is 
the “most diverse place in the 
planet,” Bell has cuisine from 
basically every ethnic group.

“We don’t have 20 Peru-
vian places, but we have one,” 
Sclair said. “There is a French 
place, a steak house, Mexican, 
Thai, Chinese...”

Bayside’s heart is alive 
and well, businesses owners 
and customers seem to agree.     

“I feel a lot of thing are 
happening here that are very 
good for business,” Murphy 
said.

located more than 27,000 Bay-
side High graduates, orga-
nized a dozen reunions and 
published three hard cover 
alumni directories. 

The last of these, with 718 
pages, was published in 2004, 
and was dedicated to Bayside 
High School graduates killed 
in the World Trade Center at-
tack: Glenn Travers Sr. (1965), 
Christian Hartwell Maltby 
(1982), Marny Pont O’Doherty 
(1988), Mohammad Salmon 
Handanii (1995), and Chris-

topher Santora (1995), a New 
York City fi refi ghter. After 
the book was published, we 
were informed that alumnus 
Michael Carlo (1985), another 
city fi refi ghter, was killed 
that terrible day. 

Bayside High now has a 
monument to those former 
students and all others who 

died on Sept. 11. 
.
Frank Skala, who gradu-

ated from Bayside High School 
in 1955, is a founder and the 
president of the Bayside High 
School New Alumni Associa-
tion and a past president of the 
Bayside High School Parents 
Association.

TEACHER
Continued from Page 34

BELL BLVD.
Continued from Page 36
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BY JOAN BROWN WETTINGFELD

Bayside’s name has a history of its 
own dating back to colonial times. In 
September 1892, a publication known 
as the Bayside Review brought to its 
readers’ attention the origin of the 
name “Bayside.”

One suggestion was that it derived 
from the deed description in Judge Ef-
fi ngham Lawrence’s title to property 
he bought from John H. Smith and his 
wife. The other suggestion was that 
it was related to property owned by 
Abraham Bell, whose 246-acre farm 
was bought in 1824.

History has it that Effi ngham Law-
rence named the community, but the 
fi rst offi cial reference to the name 
Bayside was as Bay Side, a bound-
ary, and appeared in a deed signed by 
Smith and his wife to Silas Titus May 
1, 1798, covering a 108-acre farm on 
what was called Pigeon Meadow.

The deed reads: “Covering that 
certain farm or plantation, situated in 
Flushing, the County of Queens, State 
of New York, bounded as follows, to 
wit, on every side by a highway that 
leads to Bay Side, on the east by a high-
way that leads toward the plains.”

When reviewing the history of 
Bayside, one fi nds in its beginning 
that its history was closely tied to that 
of Flushing — or Vlissingen, as the 

Dutch called it — and remained so un-
til 1898, when Queens became part of 
“the greater city.”

But in truth, Bayside’s history 
dates back to 2000 B.C., when the Mat-
inecocks, an American Indian tribe, 
fi rst settled the area. Evidence indi-
cates some settlers were already in 
the area as early as 1643. They were 
not all Hollanders, but some had fl ed 
England and landed in Holland to 
avoid religious persecution. Later, 
they chose to migrate to America.

As early as 1615, William Kieft, 
then the Dutch governor of New Am-
sterdam, was to grant to John and 
William Lawrence, along with 16 
associates, a patent to the Town of 
Vlissingen — so named by the Dutch 
but eventually known by the new set-
tlers as Flushing. In time, the Town 
of Flushing was a prosperous entity 
and Dutch and French people were in-
cluded as settlers.

Their hospitality to the Quakers, 
who were newly arrived, was evi-
dent. Not long after, circumstances 
prompted what was called the Flush-
ing Remonstrance, which is remem-
bered in history as the fi rst offi cial 
document in America to declare reli-
gious freedom for all.

Unfortunately, there is diffi culty 
in attempting to give an account of 
the area’s history at that time be-

cause the early records of the town 
of Flushing — which then included 
Bayside — had been destroyed in 1789 
by a slave named Nellie. She and her 
owners were sentenced and hanged. 
Aaron Burr, who would later by vice 
president of the United States under 
Thomas Jefferson, prosecuted the 
case. Moreover, the original patent of 
incorporation granted to Kieft in 1645 
was destroyed in a fi re.

The village of Bayside, unlike its 
neighboring communities, was to re-
main an unoffi cial section of the town 
of Flushing until it became as men-
tioned above  a part of greater New 
York in 1898. Though it was extant for 
three centuries, it moved northward 
from what was called the Sylvan Al-
ley, where the Long Island Express-
way crosses the marshes of Little 
Neck Bay — an area of about 5 square 
miles.

In 1664, the Dutch period of control 
ended when British troops from a fl eet 
of four ships landed and demanded the 
surrender of New Amsterdam. Peter 
Stuyvesant, then the governor, sur-
rendered the city because he was un-
able to muster a strong enough force 
to defend the colony. It was not long be-
fore the conquered city was renamed 
New York, honoring the commander 
of the invasion, the Duke of York.

Continued on Page 49

This postcard shows the view of Bell Boulevard north of 41st Avenue back in the 1940s.   Photo courtesy of Bayside Historical Society

Why is it called Bayside?
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 Bayside Times   80th Anniversary

BY JOAN BROWN WETTINGFELD

At the turn of the turn of 
the 20th century and as late 
as 1910 Hollywood was a quiet 
country town far from the 
madding crowd. 

New York City was the mov-
ie capital of the country, and the 
suburb of Bayside became home 
to a host of movie greats. 

From 1910 through the 
1920s this Queens community 
debuted as the first “movie col-
ony” in the world, long before 
Malibu was known to exist.

The “Flickers,” the early 
motion pictures so named 
for the flickering 10-minute 
sequences cranked out at the 
turn of the century, gave birth 
to an industry that was to 
have an enormous impact on 
the economy and culture of 
this country. 

In the heyday of New York 
City’s early film production 
era, famed comedian W.C. 
Fields was one of the stars who 
helped Bayside to earn the ti-

tle “Beverly Hills of the East.” 
His former home, which still 
stands, overlooks the Parkway 
 and Little Neck Bay.  

Fields was but one of many 
famous personalities who lived 
here and helped earned this des-
ignation for our once small ru-
ral community set conveniently 
within easy distance from Man-
hattan and Broadway.

In the early part of this cen-
tury actors and actresses at the 
time were often alternating 
between plays on Broadway 
and movies, and Bayside was 
a charming as well as a con-
venient location for a “movie 
colony.”

Among the many actors and 
actresses who resided here was 
the first female star of the “talk-
ies,” Nancy Carroll. 

The star was working at 
Paramount Studios in Astoria. 
With her pert prettiness and 
her flaming red hair, Carroll 
was one of the few silent movie 
stars who was not ruined by 
the talkies. She was the first 

w o m a n 
to sing 
in a com-
merci a l 
f e a t u r e 
film. 

“Abie’s Irish Rose,” 
her second film, was 
made as a silent and 
became a “part-talkie” 
in the early experimen-
tal days. Because of her 
ability to sing and proj-
ect her voice, Carroll was 
considered the first ac-
tress to have been made 
a star in the new medium 
of “talking pictures.”

During the late ‘30s 
the “Great Profile,” John 
Barrymore, had an ex-
tended stay in Bayside at 
the 208th Street home of 
his manager, Capt. Pierce 
Power-Waters, and his wife 
author Alma Power-Waters. 
Barrymore had returned to 
Broadway and Bayside was 
thought to be remote enough 
in those days to keep “Jack” 

from the temptations offered 
by his cronies and to help as-
suage the stress of personal 
and health problems.

Barrymore’s beloved first 
wife Dolores Costello and her 
father, famed actor Maurice 
Costello, also had a home near 
Bayside’s waterfront.

When actress Marie 
Dressler, who starred in films 
with Charlie Chaplin and Wal-
lace Beery, first purchased 
her home (built c.1890) it was 
located on 221st Street over-
looking Little Neck Bay. To-
day it still stands on 39th Av-
enue between 217th and 218th 
streets. 

Among the other stars who 
lived in Bayside were May Rob-
son, Duncan “The Cisco Kid” 
Renaldo, Constance and Joan 
Bennett, Gloria DeHaven, Rae 
Dooley, Buster Keaton, Grou-
cho Marx, Gloria Swanson 
and Burt Young. 

Arguably, Bayside’s most 
famous movie star resident 
was one of the industry’s big-
gest in those early days: Ru-
dolph Valentino.

His home, which is now 
Vivaldi Ristorante, was situ-

ated near Willets Point along 
the shore. 

Born in Castelaneta, Italy 
in 1894, Rodolpho Gugliemi di 
Valentina d’Antonguolla emi-
grated to the United States in 
1913. 

At first he worked as a 
gardener until he was able 
to break into vaudeville as a 
dancer. That led to jobs as a bit 
player in films. When he was 
cast in “The Four Horseman 
of the Apocalypse” in 1921, he 
skyrocketed to fame as a mati-
nee idol and passionate lover. 

But Valentino, who had 
returned to New York from 
Hollywood after running into 
legal troubles when California 
authorities questioned wheth-
er the divorce from his first 
marriage was legal before he 
married his second wife, only 
enjoyed five years at the top. 

Valentino died of a bleed-
ing ulcer and peritonitis in 
New York’s Polyclinic Hospi-
tal on Aug. 23, 1929. 

The service that followed at 
the Frank Campbell Funeral 
Home lasted a week, attracted 
mobs of mourners and re-
quired special police patrols. 

Rich and famous 
lived in Bayside 

before Hollywood
Rudolph Valentino is the top dog in 
the thriving fi lm colony that lived 
in Bayside in the years before Hol-
lywood was established as the 
movie capital.  Gloria Swanson, 
Norma Talmadge, W.C. Fields and 
Charlie Chaplin once walked Bell 
Boulevard.

The restaurant at the foot of the Throgs Neck Bridge, Vivaldi, has been through a number of hands in recent 
years. But it started out as Valentino’s home in the 1920s.

When longtime Bayside resident W.C. Fields died in California 

in 1947, it was still big news here, where people still remem-

bered the movie comic who lived just off Crocheron Park. 

“Gentleman” Jim Corbett. 
Library of Congress
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In 1990 a banner headline on the 
Bayside Times said School Districts 
25 and 26 ranked the highest on read-
ing and math exams in the city in a 
trend that still holds true 25 years 
later.

And on Sept. 11, 2001, the Bayside 
Times reported at length on the coura-
geous lives lost and stories of bravery 
as the world changed for all of us.  

The paper also fi led a number of 
stories on the 2003 power outage that 
crippled the city and Queens resi-
dents who were forced to cross the 
Queensborough Bridge on foot in 
sweltering heat.

When the 2008 economic recession 
hit Queens and it landed hard, the Bay-
side Times described the struggles of 
residents and small businesses on Bell 
Boulevard to survive. 

In 2012, the tri-state area was hit by 
a Category 2 hurricane, known as Su-
perstorm Sandy, which devastated the 
Rockaways, Broad Channel and How-

ard Beach, the newspaper chronicled 
the heavy losses and continues to re-
port on the area’s recovery today. 

Over the last couple of years, the 
arrests and trials of corrupt Queens 
politicians have captured the head-
lines, offset by a new business im-
provement district in Bayside and 
merchants’ plans to bring more visi-
tors to Bell Boulevard.

The Bayside Times’ fi rst newspa-
per motto was “Bayside’s Own News-
paper.” Today the newspaper carries 
the same motto using different words, 
“Your neighborhood, Your news.” 

Bureau.
“The more affluent they be-

came, they wanted bigger homes 
with better schools,” Bornstein 
said. “That’s what happened in 
Bayside. They aspired to do bet-
ter for their children. It’s really 
an immigrant success story.” The 
population in Bayside, tradition-
ally German, Italian and Irish, 
changed during a span of two de-
cades.

In 1990, the number of Asians 
in Bayside was little more than 
5,000. Today that population has 
tripled to 15,000, mostly Chinese 
and Korean, according to the De-
partment of City Planning.

“The affluent Asians started 
moving to Bayside for the schools 
of District 26,” Queens College 
professor of sociology Andrew 
Beveridge said. “Many of them 
were buying homes with cash.” 

The magnet program at Car-
doza High School was a big draw 
with the Asian community. “Now-
adays you see banners up and 
down Bell Boulevard advertising 
Chinese SAT prep courses,” Bev-
eridge said.

The current population of Bay-
side, and Bayside Hills, is just over 
46,000 people, according to the De-
partment of City Planning.

While the Asian community 
grew, the white population de-
clined, from 30,000 in 1990 to 
around 20,000 today, according 
to Census estimates. The Jew-
ish community has diminished 
so much that the Bayside Jewish 
Center, at 203-05 32nd Ave., has 
closed after 77 years and will be 
sold. At its height more than 400 
families were members, but the 
number dropped to less than a 
hundred this year.

“Demographically, much of 
northeast Queens has changed 
with many Jewish families leav-
ing,” Corey Bearak, chairman 
of the Northeast Queens Jew-
ish Community Council said. 
“Things happened in the last 
generation where the children 
grew older and they couldn’t find 
homes of their own in Bayside so 
they moved away. The whole com-
munity became aged.”

The parents sold off their large 
empty homes and moved to areas 
where the Jewish community is 
increasing such as Rego Park, 
Fresh Meadows and several towns 
on Long Island.

 “The children leave, the older 
folks sell and new groups move 
in,” Bornstein said. “That’s really 
the history of all of New York City, 
isn’t it?”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4538.

DIVERSITY
Continued from Page 40

BY CONNOR ADAMS SHEETS

In the 1940s and ’50s, a thriving 
community of black, Polish, Czech, 
Russian and Italian residents lived 
on 206th Street between Northern 
Boulevard and 48th Avenue in Bay-
side, according to Mandingo Tshaka, 
a longtime Bayside resident and com-
munity leader.

There were black-owned restau-
rants and other businesses and Tsha-
ka’s family lived on a block populated 
with Polish and African Americans.

The area was mainly white during 
the 1930s, but when the Great Depres-
sion hit, immigrants and blacks began 
to populate the tree-lined blocks.

“After the crash came, they rented 
those houses to my people. They were 
roomers or whatever else and they 
were able to purchase the land later,” 
he recalled. “We lived together and we 
all got along. Sometimes in the same 
building.”

When New York City master builder 
Robert Moses built the Clearview Ex-
pressway straight through that multi-
cultural neighborhood between 1957 
and 1963, displacing many of its resi-
dents, he changed the face of the area 
forever and many residents had to re-
locate.

That is only one story of the black 
community in Bayside. African Amer-
icans have lived and thrived in the 
area for generations, as farmers and 
domestic workers in the late 1800s and 
early 1900s, and by World War II many 
were pursuing professional careers.

Blacks made up 2.6 percent of the 
total population of the areas included 
within Community District 11, which 
encompasses Bayside, Auburndale, 
Douglaston, Hollis Hills, Little Neck 
and Oakland Gardens, as of the 2010 
Census.

The area near the intersection of 
206th Street and 47th Street was a key 
enclave of these driven blacks in the 
1940s and the area lives on today as 
one of the centers of the black com-
munity in Bayside.

“After World War II, they built 
these semi-attached houses near 
206th Street and 47th Avenue and 
came in there and did quite well for 
themselves,” Tshaka said. “Some of 
the children became judges, doctors, 
lawyers, musicians, teachers.”

For decades, the largest concen-
tration of black people in Bayside has 
been in the area — which includes 
that original bastion of upper-middle-
class blacks where Tshaka currently 
lives  — between Northern Boulevard 

and 48th Avenue from 203rd Street to 
Bell Boulevard.

Another section of Bayside that 
played host to a large segment of the 
black community was Bell Boulevard, 
which was known for years as Bell 
Avenue or to seniors when Tshaka 
was growing up as “the village.”

The apartments above the store-
fronts on the blocks of Bell near 40th 
and 41st avenues, including one in 
which Tshaka lived for years, were 
popular with black Baysiders through 
the late 1990s, when the demograph-
ics changed markedly.

Since then, northeast Queens has 
changed at a breakneck pace, Tshaka 
said, and the black community has 
become smaller and less visible in 
Bayside for a number of reasons.

“The older [blacks] died and many 
go back down South. The younger 
people do not have the emotional 
tie to the land that I had with mine, 
and they’re more mobile and they 
go wherever they want to go,” he ex-
plained. “So when the older ones pass, 
they sell the land and for a moment 
they have some extra money and they 
don’t realize they’re sitting on a gold 
mine over here.”

Important among the fi rst pat-
entees of Flushing were the Law-
rence brothers, who arrived in 1635. 
Their names appeared on the patent 
granted for the Town of Flushing in 
1645.

John Lawrence (1618-99) served 
as town clerk in Flushing and in 1657 
moved to New Amsterdam and was 
actively involved in the affairs of the 
Dutch colony. For some unknown rea-

son, the Lawrence brothers did not 
sign the petition that many settlers in 
Flushing issued, which condemned 
the Dutch treatment of the Quakers 
in Flushing. The protest was known 
as the Grand Remonstrance of 1657.

After the British conquest of New 
Amsterdam, John Lawrence served 
as alderman in 1673 and, in 1691, as 
mayor. He had the unhappy task of 
surrendering New York to the Dutch 
in 1673, but the city was restored to 
the British the next year. After his 
second term as mayor in 1691, he 
was appointed judge of the Supreme 
Court, serving in that post until he 

died in 1699.
Unlike his brother, William Law-

rence (1623-80) was associated with 
Flushing and Bayside. He remained 
in Flushing until he died. He was 
considered the wealthiest of all the 
patentees of Flushing. He also served 
as a magistrate. His grandson and 
great-grandson were among the fi rst 
physicians in Queens.

As for Joseph Lawrence, his de-
scendant, he inherited an extensive 
tract of land in Bayside, situated on 
Little Neck Bay.

Joan Brown Wettingfeld is a histo-
rian and freelance writer.

ORIGINS
Continued from Page 46

PAPERS
Continued from Page 32

Bayside’s black enclaves shrink
Wave of newcomers fl ocked to the area after the Depression
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2015 CHEVROLET
EQUINOX

LS 
Stk# S03855S, Reference# 
15321, Auto, 2.4L V4, 4G LTE 
WiFi, Bluetooth, PW/PL/PM, 

Cruise, Traction Control, Stabilitrak 
MSRP $25,395

LEASE
FOR$69PER

MO.
24 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$21,999

2015 CHEVROLET
CRUZE

LT 
Stk# S0326, Reference# 15328, 
Auto, 1.4L Turbo, Remote Start, 
Power Drivers Seat, Traction 

Control, Stabilitrak, PW/PL/PM, 
38 MPG Highway 

MSRP $21,825

LEASE
FOR$79PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$18,599

2015 CHEVROLET
MALIBU

LS 
Stk# S0440, Reference# 15331, 
Auto, 2.5L V4, 4G LTE WiFi, PW/
PL/PM, Remote Keyless Entry, 

Cruise, ABS, Stabilitrak, Bluetooth 
MSRP $23,290

LEASE
FOR$99PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$19,669

2015 CHEVROLET
IMPALA

LS 
Stk# S0299, Reference# 15418, 
Auto, 2.5L V4, 4G LTE WiFi, PW/
PL/PM,Rear Park Assist, Cruise, 

ABS, Stabilitrak, Bluetooth 
MSRP $28,455

LEASE
FOR$199PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$24,779

2015 CHEVROLET
SILVERADO 1500 
DOUBLE CAB 4X4 

Stk# S0291, Reference# 15327, 
Auto, 4.3L V6, PW/PL/PM, 

Remote Keyless Entry, Backup 
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FOR$179PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
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2015 CHEVROLET
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LS 
Stk# S0561, Reference# 15424, 
Auto, 3.6L V6, Power Drivers Seat, 
Remote Keyless Entry, Traction 
Control, Stabilitrak, Bluetooth 
MSRP $31,870

LEASE
FOR$169PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$27,899

2015 CHEVROLET
TAHOE LS

4X4 
Stk# S0604, Reference# 15325, 
Auto, 5.3L V8, Cloth Front Bench, 
Rear Park Assist, Bluetooth, Power 
Seats, Remote Start, Rear Camera 

MSRP $50,185

LEASE
FOR$429PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
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2015 CHEVROLET
SUBURBAN

LS 4X4 
Stk# S0702, Reference# 15326, 
Auto, 5.3L V8, Front Bench Seat, 

Rear Park Assist, Bluetooth, Power 
Seats, Remote Start, Rear Camera 

MSRP $52,195

LEASE
FOR$499PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$48,899
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$3659, Malibu $3689, Cruze $5203, Silverado $2769, Traverse $2759, Impala $2789, Tahoe $3019, Suburban $3089. All rebates/incentives assigned to dealer. Pictures for illustrative purposes only. Not valid on prior deals. No two offers can 

be combined. Not responsible for typographical errors. See dealer for complete details. Douglaston dmv# 7105766, dca# 1279637. Ad expires 3/2/15.

YOU CAN’T BUY THE WRONG CAR...
3 DAY/ 100 MILE  VEHICLE EXCHANGE PROGRAM*

PRESIDENTS DAY
SAVINGS EXTENDED!
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for 
excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND 
RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT 

SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $7,995
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $11,995

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

$103BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

$139BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 20k miles, Stk#1934

$16,900

'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595

XXXX
DDDAAASSSHHH TTTHHHRRROOOUUUGGGHHH TTTHHHEEE SSSNNNOOOWWW

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766For Complimentary Pick Up

MAJOR SAYS
KEEP IT!

DON’T GIVE UP
YOUR TAX REFUND!

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2005 Ford Expedition, 122k 8789 $5,995
 2006 BMW X3, 128k 11286 $6,995
 2006 Toyota Rav 4, 114k 2554 $7,500

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2007 Jeep Gr Cherokee, 98k J1091     $10,995 
 2007 Toyota 4Runner, 86k 9610       $12,995
 2006 Cadillac Escalade, 100k 10464    $12,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2007 Acura MDX, 104k  10125 $8,995
 2006 Honda Ridgeline, 135k 4629 $9,595
 2006 BMW X5, 85k 11851 $9,995

MMMAAANNNYYY MMMOOORRREEE LLLIIIKKKEEE TTTHHHIIISSS TTTOOO CCCHHHOOOOOOSSSEEE FFFRRROOOMMM!!!
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two schoolboys, a member of 
DenDekker’s staff said.

 Reprogramming the traf-
fic lights in all five boroughs 
would be expensive and Vi-
sion Zero programs exhaust 
the available funds for such a 
program. 

“I have heard his criticisms 
and I hope we’re going to get a 
chance to speak with him,” 
DOT Commissioner Polly 
Trottenberg said. “We’d like to 
review our data with him be-
cause we’re proud of the work 
we’ve done.”

A DOT spokesman listed 
the agency’s accomplishments 
under the Vision Zero pro-
gram in 2014, including lower-
ing the city’s speed limit to 25 
mph,  the completion of more 
than 50 Vision Zero Street De-
sign projects, the expansion 
of the speed camera program 
to 49 school zones,  the imple-
mentation of 27 new Arterial 
Slow Zones, the construction 
of 91,00 square feet of new con-
crete pedestrian space, the en-
hanced street lighting at 433 
intersections and the installa-
tion of 400 speed bumps.

Also, the spokesman said, 
“The NYPD increased sum-
monses for failure to yield to 

pedestrians by 126 percent in 
2014, deterring one of the lead-
ing factors behind fatalities.” 
All this helped to make 2014 
the “safest year for pedestri-
ans in New York City’s his-
tory,” he added.

DenDekker did not respond 
to repeated requests for an in-
terview.

“I was surprised at his com-
ments,” Trottenberg said. “We 
get a lot of great feedback from 
the elected officials and the 
community boards.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

sides the ones we always hear 
about,” Whiting said. 

Whiting said District 25 
asked her to put together a re-
source list that would provide 
details on student trips, land-
marks, guest speakers, books, 
CDs and tapes that would en-
lighten students about unex-
plored parts of African-Amer-
ican history. 

The list, which Whiting is 
currently compiling, would be 

given to schools and principals 
in District 25. 

District 25 could not com-
ment on the proposal yet. 

The city Department of 
Education said black history 
is integrated into DOE class-
rooms through the agency’s 
K-12 Social Studies Scope and 
Sequence, which guides stud-
ies instruction in all DOE 
schools, according to a DOE 
spokesman.

Black history is also inte-
grated into DOE classrooms 
through other instructional 
documents, support from DOE 
leadership and carefully select-

ed texts and primary sources, 
the spokesman added.

“Any proposed instruction-
al materials must be carefully 
reviewed and approved by 
our Instructional Materials 
Review Unit,” the spokesman 
said in an email. “We welcome 
community input and propos-
als to support our students and 
schools.”

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 5 

History

Continued from Page 5 

Dendekker

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners

tech ecosystem directly em-
ploys nearly 300,000 people 
and indirectly generates an-
other 250,000 jobs, altogether 
accounting for 12.6 percent of 
the city’s workforce.

The NYC Tech Talent Pipe-
line will help Coalition for 
Queens expand its programs 
in the coming year and help 
serve some of the   65 percent 
of New Yorkers without col-
lege degrees further increase 

the pipeline of tech talent.
“This new industry part-

nership will provide more op-
portunities for New Yorkers 
from every background, par-
ticularly our low-income and 
diverse communities, to gain 
the skills and access needed 
to participate in the digital 
economy,” Hsu said. “We’ve 
seen the impact of this work 
firsthand and look forward to 
many successes to come.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Technology
Continued from Page 9 

New Jersey and Ohio recent-
ly revised their laws to give adult 
adoptees easier access to their 
original birth documents, while 
many states still require adopt-
ees to go to court for permission 
to unseal their records.

“Every adopted person 
is entitled to a record of 

their birth,” said Carolyn 
D’Agostino, coordinator for 
the New York State Adop-
tee Equality, a group run by 
adoptees for adoption reforms 
in New York state. “They are 
entitled to know their ances-
try, their medical history, 
and their heritage.”

Original birth records 
usually provide the name of 
the biological mother and 
sometimes the biological fa-
ther.

Continued from Page 18 

Adoption

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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COMPLETE MEDICARE-MEDICAID BENEFITS.
$0 COST.
AND THAT’S NOT EVEN THE BEST PART.

© 2015  VNSNY CHOICE 

Introducing VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete, 
the CHOICE health plan that combines all 
the benefits of Medicare and Medicaid in 
a single plan. It provides all the services 
and support you need to live safely and 
independently at home – at zero cost to 
you. And here’s the best part: it’s from 
the Visiting Nurse Service of New York.

For information on VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete, contact VNSNY CHOICE or the New 
York Enrollment Broker.  To enroll, or for other 
options for your health care, call the New 
York Enrollment Broker at 1-855-600-FIDA, 
TTY: 1-888-329-1541, from 8:30 am – 8:00 pm, 
Monday – Friday and 10 am – 6 pm, Saturday 
or visit www.nymedicaidchoice.com.
The State of New York has created a 
participant ombudsman program called 
the Independent Consumer Advocacy 
Network (ICAN) to provide Participants free, 
confi dential assistance on any services off ered 
by VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete. ICAN 
may be reached toll-free at 1-844-614-8800 
or online at icannys.org.
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete is a managed 
care plan that contracts with both Medicare 
and the New York State Department of 
Health (Medicaid) to provide benefi ts of 
both programs to Participants through the 
Fully Integrated Duals Advantage (FIDA) 
Demonstration. 

Limitations and restrictions may apply. For 
more information, call VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete Participant Services or read the 
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete Participant 
Handbook. 
Benefi ts, List of Covered Drugs, and pharmacy 
and provider networks may change from time 
to time throughout the year and on January 1 
of each year. 
You can get this information for free in other 
formats, such as Braille or large print. Call toll-
free 1-866-783-1444, TTY: 711, 8 am - 8 pm, 7 
days a week.
You can get this information for free in other 
languages. Call 1-866-783-1444 and (TTY is 
711) during 8 am - 8 pm, 7 days a week. The 
call is free.
Usted puede obtener este documento en 
inglés o hablar con alguna persona sobre 
esta información en otros idiomas de manera 
gratuita. Llame al 1-866-783-1444 y (TTY es 
711) de 8 a. m. a 8 p. m., 7 días a la semana. La 
llamada es gratis.

�������	
������
�������8�����8����1-866-
783-1444 (TTY���711)�	� !"#$
%&'()*�	+�,�-.�
다른 언어로 된 정보를 무료로 얻을 수 
있습니다. 주 7일 오전 8시에서 오후 8시 
사이에 1-866-783-1444번(TTY 사용자는 
711번)으로 문의해 주십시오. 통화는 
무료입니다.
Вы можете получить эту информацию 
бесплатно и на других языках. Звоните 
по телефону 1-866-783-1444 (телетайп: 
711) ежедневно с 8:00 до 20:00. Звонок 
бесплатный.
Ou kapab jwenn enfòmasyon sa a pou gratis 
nan lòt lang. Rele 1-866-783-1444 ak (TTY se 
711) ant 8 di maten jiska 8 di swa, 7 jou pa 
semèn. Apèl la gratis.
È possibile ottenere gratuitamente queste 
informazioni in altre lingue. Chiamare il 
numero 1-866-783-1444 (il numero TTY è 711) 
dalle 8:00 alle 20:00, 7 giorni alla settimana. La 
chiamata è gratuita.

CALL NOW FOR THIS FREE BROCHURE FROM
THE VISITING NURSE SERVICE OF NEW YORK.

1-866-783-1444  (toll-free)
(TTY: 711) 8 am – 8 pm, 7 days a week
Or visit vnsnychoice.org/fida

VNSNY CHOICE
FIDA Complete
(Medicare-Medicaid Plan)
One comprehensive health plan
that combines Medicare and
Medicaid benefi ts for people who
need long term care.

 From the Visiting Nurse Service of New York

H8490_AD_MM Approved 12162014
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LIU Brooklyn Sits in the Media Capital of the World

COVER THE 
WORLD AROUND YOU

LIU Brooklyn’s Department of Journalism and Communications Studies emphasizes  
ethics, journalistic inquiry, entrepreneurial skills, and professional practice while a faculty  
of award-winning journalists and media leaders bring their experience and expertise from  
the newsroom into the classroom, preparing students to become leaders in the industry.  
LIU Brooklyn students graduate ready for the fast changing news media ahead of them.

Apply today. 
liu.edu/bkjournalism

Polk Awards
For more than 60 years,  
Long Island University  
has proudly presented  
the George Polk Awards  
in Journalism, the �rst major 
award of its kind to recognize 
reporting across all media.
polkawards.org
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Late last month, despite 
dire snow predictions, the 
Queens Council on the Arts 
sallied forth with its annual 
celebratory evening and hon-
ored 48 organizations and 40 
individuals awarded one of its 
Queens Art Funds grants. 

Artists will present their 
works across the borough this 
year in the areas of visual and 
literary arts, films, theater, 
multimedia, dance and music. 

Grants were also presented 
to 11 individuals who work 
with senior centers in the Se-
niors Partnering with Artists 

Citywide program. 
In all, the QCA handed out 

more than $190,000 to Queens-
based artists. 

“The Queens Arts Fund is 
a competitive application pro-
cess that is reviewed by a pan-
el of peers that make recom-
mendations for funding. We 
have been honored to facilitate 
this process for Queens Coun-
ty since the late 1970s,” QCA 
Grants and Resource Director 
Lynn Lobell said. “All the arts 
and cultural programming 
projects will take place in 
many different local venues, 
and it’s up to each organiza-
tion and artist to determine 

where they will present to the 
general Queens public.”

One of this year’s winners, 
Yvonne Shortt, serves as the 
executive director of the Rego 
Park Green Alliance, a cre-
ative nonprofit that uses edu-
cation, technology and art to 
address community issues. 

Last fall, Shortt’s group 
created the Queens Art Inter-
vention Day, which included 

performance pieces, chalk 
drawings and installations 
around the borough. 

As part of that project, Shortt 
created “Pop Up: Farmland,” 
a piece composed of Legos and 
images from a 3-D printer that 
recreates a farm scene. 

“This piece is meant to 
demonstrate how technology 
can be used to build and adapt 
systems, art, food, etc.,” Shortt 

said. “And, on the flip side, 
the same technology — when 
looked at in the spectrum of our 
food system — is being used to 
create food deemed as toxic.”

She expects to use the grant 
money to expand not only her 
piece from 2014 but also to in-
crease this year’s Queens Art 
Intervention Day participants. 

“I feel, getting the grant 

Artists Lily Yang, Honglei Li and He Li, who work under the name Lily & Honglei, earned a Queens Council 
on the Arts grant for their piece “Shadow Play: Tales of Urbanization,” (top). Artist Yvonne Shortt's piece, 
"Farmland Pop Up," (above l.) will be expanded this year after she received a Queens Council on the Arts grant. 
Actors from Braata Productions (above r.) perform Trevor Rhone’s “Positive,” a play that focuses on Caribbean 
themes and cultural.   Photos courtesy Yvonne Shortt, Lily & Honglei and Steve Sanchez Photography

TimesLedger, Feb. 20–26, 2015TimesLedger, Feb. 2

Creative 
FINANCING

Queens Council on the Arts distributes annual 
grants to borough artists and groups
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PRODUCTIONS

“Vanities” — Parkside Players presents this 
comedy-drama which follows three Texas 
cheerleaders from high school through college 
up to a bittersweet reunion as they face turning 
30. 
When: Feb. 21 - March 1, Friday and Saturday 
at 8 pm, Sunday at 2 pm
Where: Grace Lutheran Church, Union Turnpike 
and 71st Road, Forest Hills
Cost: $17, $15/seniors
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.parksideplayers.com

“Legally Blonde, Jr.” — Rockaway Theatre 
Co. presents the musical based on the Reese 
Witherspoon movie about a young woman 
who loses her boyfriend but fi nds herself at 
Harvard Law School. 
When: Feb. 27 - March 8, Friday at 7 pm, 
Saturday at 2 pm and 7 pm, and Sunday at 2 pm
Where: The Post Theatre, Building T4, Fort 
Tilden, Rockaway
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.rockawaytheatrecompany.org

“Spank! The Fifty Shades Parody” — You’ve 
read the book and the movie is on its way, so 
in the meantime check out this adult comedy 
with musical numbers skewering the best-
selling novel. 

When: Thursday, March 5, at 8 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium, Kupferberg Center 
for the Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $25 - $45
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.kupferbergcenter.org

“The Sound of Music” —  The hills are alive 
with arguably the world’s favorite musical as 
Theatre by the Bay presents the Rodgers and 
Hammerstein classic. 
When: March 7 - March 22, Saturday at 8 pm, 
Sunday at 3 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Garden Jewish Center, 
13-00 209th St., Bayside
Cost: $22/adults, $20/seniors and children 
under 12
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.theatrebythebayny.com

“The Threepenny Opera” —  Oh, the shark 
dear, has such teeth dear. Queens College’s 
Department of Drama, Theatre and Dance 
present Bertolt Brecht’s ground-breaking 
musical — a socialist critique of capitalism. 
When: March 19 - March 29, Thursday - Friday 
at 7 pm, Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday at 3 pm
Where: Goldstein Theatre, Kupferberg Center 
for the Performing Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $16, $10/ QC students with ID and 
seniors at box offi ce only
Contact: (718) 793-8080

Answers in Sports

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361  (718) 229-5319
Monday–Friday 3:30pm–11pm  

Saturday 4pm–midnight  Sunday 1pm–10pm
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

ELEGANT AND TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE

www.JimmysBayside.com

PRIVATE 
PARTIES 

and 
CATERING 
available 

for all 
occasions
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

Although a clutch of Portu-
guese restaurants and bars clus-
ter around the general vicinity 
of Jamaica Station, we thought 
that the Portuguese-American 
population that supported them 
had moved on to the ‘burbs 
some time ago.  On a recent frig-
id Wednesday evening we were 
disabused of that notion.  

There were enough either 
hold-outs or returnees, joined 
by Spaniards, Italians and 
Brazilians, at A Churrasquei-
ra to create a lively scene.  
Singles, couples, families with 
children drifted in.  Everyone 
seemed to know each other. We 
seemed to be the only patrons 
not table-hopping to exchange 
olás and double-cheek kisses.  

Manuel Cardozo opened A 
Churrasqueira 30 years ago.  
When the space next door be-
came available, affording him 
room for a formal dining/cater-
ing space, he traded up.  The 

chef, Faderit Pinto, was there at 
the beginning for 10 years, took 
a little time out to open his own 
place back in Portugal, and re-
turned to Churrasqueira about 
seven years ago.  

We dined in the original 
space, with the bar running the 
length, and dominated by large 
screen TVs tuned to futebol.  The 
wine list here is extensive, with 
a heavy emphasis on regional 

Portuguese wines.  The Ports 
alone numbered 17.  We stuck 
with the house white, a Portu-
guese with a romantic name, 
Foral Da Rainha, meaning “gar-
den of the princess.”  Living up 
to its name, it was a light fruity 
wine with plenty of floral notes.  
The pour was so generous, it 
rivaled what you get when you 
order a craft beer at some of the 
tonier watering holes.

There is a daily specials 
menu which combines some 
of their signature dishes with 
some off-menu items. 

The so-called appetizer of 
Portuguese sausage grilled 
with grappa was as daunting 
as it was delicious.  The por-
tion size would have been a 
satisfying appetizer for four 
or five diners.  These pups are 
way meatier than your average.  
Rather than being stuffed with 
unidentifiable ground stuff, 
they are filled with solid chunks 
of ham.  After eating two or 
three chunks each, we took the 
rest home and enjoyed them 
with breakfast and in lentil 
soup, keeping us going for sev-
eral days.  Another appetizer, 
Ameijoas a Bulhao Pato (Clams 
in Garlic Sauce) was fresh tast-
ing and garlicky, and at a dozen 
clams also generous.  The strat-
egy here should be to plan to 
share your hors d’ouevres with 
your table, ideally with some 
Portuguese wine.

Camaro Mocambique 
(shrimp Mozambique-style) was 
from the specials menu.  As with 
all former colonial powers, the 

cuisine of Portugal benefitted 
from the culinary influences 
of its outposts.  The shrimp in 

At A Churrasqueira in Jamaica, shrimp Mozambique-style, grilled with a 
sweet and spicy orange sauce, is served with house made potato chips 
and rice pilaf.  Photo by Suzanne Parker

Savor a taste of Portugal in downtown Jamaica
A Churrasqueira combines Iberian cusinie with tastes from outposts of its former empire

DINING OUT

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, 
Plates, Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Starting at 
$25.95 per person

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Let Us Cater Your Party 
at Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

CHOICE B   $15.95 per person | 

CHOICE A   $13.95 per person | Choice of 5 items

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less 
people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

with any other offer.

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Available through xlibris.com, amazon.com,  
and barnesandnoble.com or visit your local bookstore

IF YOU GO
A Churrasqueira 

Restaurant
95-29 Sutphin Blvd., Jamaica

(718) 523-5293
www.achurrasqueira.com

Price Range: Appetizers: $12 — $13, 
Entrees: $13 — $25

Cuisine: Portuguese
Setting: Bar and separate dining 

room, Portuguese theme
Service: Friendly and accommodating

Hours: Daily, noon—10 p.m.
Reservations: Optional

Alcohol: Full bar
Parking: Free parking at C&G parking 

lot across street.
Dress: Casual

Children: Welcome
Music: Portuguese traditional 
music once or twice a month. 

Call for schedule.
Takeout: Yes

Credit cards: Yes
Noise level: Lively

Handicap accessible: Yes
WIFI: No

Continued on Page 61
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Scoring thrift store bar-
gains and making upcycled, 
handmade clothing and ac-
cessories from reclaimed and 
vintage materials gets fashion 
bug Jacquie Tsang’s creative 
juices flowing, and she’s never 
sure what she’ll end up with.

The style alchemy happens 
in her home studio in Bayside, 
where the eco-conscious de-
signer has conjured up fun and 
fabulous, but “not quite trendy 
designs” using outdated gar-
ments as material, mixed with 
random bits of fabric. Tradi-
tional pattern-making com-
bined with freestyle sewing 
makes her eco-friendly collec-
tion come together. 

Tsang believes that produc-
ing clothing has a huge impact 
on our environment. “Eco-
friendly brands are conscious 
of this, and try to minimize 
the impact. People can look 
great and not be wasteful.

“As disposable clothing has 
become more prominent in the 
last few years, I’m hesitant to 
add to the textile waste that 
is already being created,” she 
explained. So, she researched 

ways to make down-to-earth 
clothing in an eco-conscious 
way, and decided to upcycle. 
“Being able to make one-of-a-
kind pieces that people love 
inspires me to continue upcy-
cling,” she said.

Tsang’s waste not, want 
not funky style philosophy is 
painstakingly sewn into each 

imaginatively reconstructed 
and repurposed creation she 
sells on etsy.com. Remixd 
Clothing’s bohemian-inspired 
and shabby romantic collec-
tion also includes accessories 
like hats, scarves and even 
yoga bags. 

They say foraging is good 
for the soul and Tsang ad-

mits that she loves sifting 
through clothing, “mostly at 
thrift shops throughout the 
city” and points out that she’s 
always on the hunt for good 
quality finds. 

She describes her favorite 
materials as preowned, vin-
tage, salvaged or deadstock 
fabric. Her made-to-order 

items are usually fashioned 
from deadstock/surplus fab-
rics, or new. 

And you can tell the devil is 
in the unexpected details that 
she adds to every dress, skirt 
and top: A little lace here, some 
whimsical trim there; an edgy 
combination of eye-catching 
patterns and fabrics.

Although the native New 
Yorker loves clothing of the 
past – not necessarily 20 
years or older like vintage – 
there’s no mistaking Remixd 
Clothing’s vintage vibe and 
her appreciation of its many 
charms. 

“It lets the viewer or wearer 
experience a piece of history. 
Since fashion is cyclical, own-
ing vintage is an eco-friendly 
way to wear a trend that has 
been around before,” she said. 
“I like wearing vintage hand-
bags and jewelry from the 
1960s to the early 1990s. Any-
thing with a bohemian vibe or 
a minimalistic style is what I 
look for.”

Tsang’s fashion back-
ground is a mix of learning 
through courses she took at 
the Fashion Institute of Tech-

Jacquie Tsang adds bits of fabrics to old garments to create a whole new piece of clothing for her Queens-
based online company Remixd Clothing.  Photos courtesy Jacquie Tsang

Designer looks backward to move ahead

The Jamaica Center for 
Arts and Learning celebrates 
Black History Month with two 
exhibitions. 

Now on display in the Visi-
tors Gallery is “Memory,” cu-
rated by Robert Craddock, 
which highlights Hazel Lou-
ise Woods-Sanders’ artistic 
collection of various African 
masks, statues and artifacts 
which she collected through-
out her journeys to different 
regions of the African conti-
nent. 

Some of her travels in-
cluded tours to Kenya, Ghana, 
Zaire and the Sudan. 

Upon her death in 2013, her 
family thought it best to do-
nate these artifacts to share 
in her memory and teach the 
significance of African cul-
ture in contemporary art. 
The objects in the “Memory” 
exhibition, both singly and as 
an ensemble, have the power 
to tell stories. 

Little is known about the 
actuality of their creation and 
how they came into the pos-
session of Woods-Sanders. 

Approach the work with 
open eyes and an embracing 
heart, at whatever level is ap-
propriate for you. 

JCAL historically has been 
a nodal point of cross-cultural 
awareness and art mediated 
civic discourse. 

Also on display in the 
Miller Gallery is “Quilting 
Our Personal Expressions,” 
an exhibition highlighting 
the work of the 50 women who 
make up the Quilt-N-Queens 
quilt guild. 

The women, who met 
monthly from September 2013 
to June 2014, shared informa-
tion and taught each other 
new techniques, while also 
serving as a social outlet for 
women to share a mosaic of 
personal experiences etched 
in every stitch of the quilts 
which were created. 

Both exhibits are open 
to the public and are free. 
Thess exhibitions run 
through Feb. 21. 

The Jamaica Center for 
Arts and Learning is located at 
161-04 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica. 

For more information on 
the JCAL, call (718) 658-7400, 
ext. 2121, or visit its website at 
www.jcal.org.

The exhibit, “Memory,” now at the Jamaica Center for Arts & Learning includes African artworks collected by 
the late Hazel Louise Woods-Sanders.  Photo courtesy Jamaica Center for Arts & Learning

Jamaica Center for Arts & Learning marks Black History Month
BLACK HISTORY

Continued on Page 61
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Memories
are made at

718.224.8787
63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard
Marathon Parkway
Douglaston, New York 11363
Come join us March 1st from 2 pm-6 pm for our
amazing bridal showcase. Meet our one of a kind 
vendors, have a private tour of our mansion and
taste our wonderful cuisine.

FOLLOW US ON

TRY OUR SPECIALS!
BREAKFAST SPECIALS 

SEVEN DAYS A WEEK FROM 6AM TO 11AM
LUNCH SPECIAL | STARTS AT $995

MONDAY TO FRIDAY FROM 11AM TO 4PM
INCLUDES: Soup, Soda, Coffee and Dessert

SERVED DAILY FROM 12–10PM
ARROZ CON POLLO | $1695

Sautéed chicken in sofrito and fresh herbs, chorizo, Spanish olives. 
Served with a caldero of saffron rice with tostones and soup or salad.

CHURRASCO GAUCHITO | $1995

New York sirloin grilled with garlic and fresh herbs accompanied with chimichurri sauce. 
Served with rice, mix beans, tostones and soup or salad.

POLLO GIARDINO | $1595

Sautéed chicken breast in garlic with broccoli and light tomato sauce over penne pasta
PERNIL ASADO | $1695

Tender roast baby pork with Spanish rice, mixed beans & Maduros, 
spicy green or red sauce. Served with vegetables and salad.

FULL COURSE DINNER | $1995

SERVED 4 TO 10PM MONDAY THRU FRIDAY, EXCEPT HOLIDAYS
INCLUDES: Cup of Soup, Salad, Entrée, Potato and Vegetable or 

Pasta, Dessert and Coffee, Tea or Soda.

Choice of Soup

Soup Du jour Manhattan Clam Chowder or Chicken Consomme with 
Fine Noodles/Matzah Ball or Rice.

Dinner Salad with choice of dressing.

Choice of Entrée

BROILED BLUE FISH SCAMPI
Broiled Bluefi sh in garlic scampi sauce, served with rice and vegetable

BROILED FRESH BROOK TROUT
in lemon butter sauce

CALAMARI FRA DIAVOLO
calamari and mussels served over linguine

TWO BROILED PORK CHOPS
with applesauce

BROILED ROUMANIAN STEAK TIPS
with rice

GRILLED CHICKEN SORRENTINO
with eggplant and mozzarella

AND MANY OTHERS TO CHOOSE FROM!

Choice of Dessert

ANY OF OUR FRESH BAKED PIES OR CAKES

Choice of Beverage

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373 (corner of 51st Ave.) 

Open 7 days, Sunday–Thursday: 6am–Midnight, Friday & Saturday: 24 Hours 

1¼ lb. LIVE
LOBSTER SPECIAL
$1995 | 7 DAYS
includes soup, vegetable and potato
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from QCA will help us 
bring this installation 
to more people, engage 
different communities 
in a meaningful dia-
logue about technology/
food systems and spark 
a meaningful dialogue 
about our role in using 
technology to advance 
our community,” she 
said. “And it will help to 
grow the interventions 
to include more artists 

— inspiring, educating, 
and igniting creativity 
in the fan-
tastic bor-
ough of 
Queens.”

Braata 
P r o d u c -
tions is a 
traditional arts organi-
zation that showcases 
the best of the Caribbean 
and its people through 
theater offerings. It was 
awarded two grants this 
year.

“We are receiving a 
re-grant through DCA 
(NYC Department of Cul-
tural Affairs), allowing 
us to produce ‘The Black 

That I 
Am,’ a 
m u l t i -
m e d i a 
ensem-
ble play 
p e r -

formed in choreographed 
sequences, with spoken 
word and monologues. 
It’s about what it means 
to be perceived as black 
in the Caribbean,” Ex-
ecutive Director Andrew 

Continued from Page 55 
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JEWELS
Across

1. Secret store
6. Amusing old guy
10.  Like taking candy 

from a baby?
14.  Best way to leave 

Vegas?
15. Kuwaiti, e.g.
16.  A Grimm beginning?
17.  C.E.O. protector?
20. Pupil's spot
21.  One kind of order
22. Laughed loudly
23. Begin
25. Prevaricated
26. Taxi door info
28.  Insect-repelling 

compound
32. Type of bay?
34.  "Attention please..."
35. Bud holder?
38.  Gem of a financier
42.  Maglie of baseball
43. "Bye now"
44.  Chaplin and others
45.  Ancient writing 

material
48.  Wound healer?
49.  "The ___ 

thickens"
51.  Agents making busts
53. Conversation
55.  A shade of beige
56.  Leaves in hot 

water
59.  Like Dorothy's 

traveling shoes
62.  Workers' purchase 

arrangement, for 
short

63.  Kitten's pick-up 
spot?

64. Makes bread?
65.  Board members: 

Abbr.
66.  "Roget's" info: 

Abbr.
67.  German coal city

Down

1. Animal house?
2. Bridge call?
3. Heavenly
4. Taken in
5. Swell subject?
6. Per ___
7. Grueling exam
8. Boat propeller?
9.  Apparatus for 

pullups?
10. Angora
11. Accustom (to)
12.  Appeared on stage
13.  Financial aid factor

18.  A crack investigator?
19.  Capital of Sri 

Lanka
24.  Rain cats and 

dogs
26.  Casting 

requirements?
27.  Pavarotti specialty
29.  "Hot Lips" 

Houlihan's rank
30. Beta preceder?
31. Border line?
33.  'You are here' 

arrow, e.g.
35.  Kitchen 

containers
36. Bachelor No. 1?
37.  Wall St. workplace
39.  Barely beat
40.  Calendar square
41.  Campus military 

org.

45.  Sea anemones, e.g.
46.  Sam and Tom, 

relatively?
47.  Apology 

from Indian 
seamstress?

49.  First of 12 popes 
with a religious-
sounding name

50.  Motherly 
business?

52. Indian coin
53. Great Scott?
54.  D.D.E. and others
55.  Inits. for an 

armchair 
quarterback?

57.  Another graceful 
seabird

58. Org.
60.  Calendar square
61. Faux finish?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

TRIFECTA
D E M O P R E S C U R E D
I T E M A B L E A G O R A
T H R E E M I L E I S L A N D
T A I G A A S T A I R E S
O N T A R I O A A S

C R A W L D O S E
I C E S H E E T B E L I E
T H R E E D O L L A R B I L L
C O R E Y A E R O S O L S
H O S P P A S S E

F A T T A R M A C S
S T A T I S T S E A T O N
T H R E E S E C O N D R U L E
E A T E R S A N E I N O R
M I S S Y T R E E S E N D

Clarke said. 
This funding will al-

low Braata Productions 
to present six shows at 
the Jamaica Center for 
Arts & Learning Feb. 25 
- March 1.

Clarke pointed out 
that they’re also receiv-
ing a grant allowing 
them to produce “Ole 
Time Grand Market,” an 
event which includes a re-
creation of Jonkanoo — a 
Jamaican Christmas tra-
dition dating back to the 
country’s African roots. 
It features costumed 
characters on parade, as 
well as food, drinks and 
gift items specific to the 
Caribbean at that time of 
year — topped off with a 
concert. 

It will take place at Ja-
maica Performing Arts 
Center in mid-December. 

“Both these grants 
mean that the commu-
nity will have the op-
portunity, thanks to the 
Queens Arts Council, of 
experiencing unique and 
otherwise not seen, Ca-
ribbean programming,” 
Clarke said.

Another grant was 
presented to Lily Yang, 
Honglei Li and He Li, 
who work collectively as 
Lily & Honglei, to help 
fund their creation of an 
app that incorporates an-
imation and technology. 

The Queens-based 
artists’ work reflects on 
how, and to what extent, 
the landscape and cul-
ture may be altered by 
an urbanization process 
that will relocate 260 
million people from Chi-
na’s countryside by 2020. 
The emerging media will 
help the project reach out 
to a broader community 
and increase audience 

engagement. 
Lily & Honglei Studio 

has presented its work at 
numerous national and 
international venues, 
including the Queens 
Museum of Art. The col-
lective stated that QCA 
provided them with fi-
nancial support to cover 
costs for technologies, 
materials for project pro-
duction and exhibition, 
as well as artist fees that 
allow them to dedicate 
their time to significant 
work.

The team’s final pre-
sentation will combine an-
imated film, inspired by 
Chinese folk art shadow 
play, along with a virtual 
reality installation, as 
well as an installation al-
lowing the audience to ex-
perience the artwork with 
a mobile phone within and 
beyond the gallery.

This multimedia proj-
ect will be launched at 
Jamaica Center for Arts 
& Learning during Ja-
maica Flux ’15 this fall. 

Grants were also pre-
sented to 11 individuals 
who work with senior 

citizens in the borough 
as part of the Seniors 
Partnering with Artists 
Citywide program. 

“I think we are poised 
for a robust program this 
year, thanks to the in-
credible group of artists 
and senior center staff. 
In addition to provid-
ing artists with a resi-
dency opportunity and 
stipend, SPARC artists 
are also given access to 
a wealth of senior talent, 
knowledge and cultural 
histories – surely an as-
set to be tapped,” SPARC 
Coordinator Daniel Ar-
now said. “Through the 
delivery of high-quality 
arts programs, seniors 
are engaged in activities 
that are fun, challeng-
ing, can help raise self-
esteem, increase social 
interaction and even im-
prove cognitive function 
among participants.”

Jackson Heights pho-
tographer Evie McK-
enna is partnering with 
Sunnyside Community 
Services.

“I’m excited to work 
with seniors, to hear 
their life stories and 
then translate their in-
terests and loves into a 
visual image. We will be 
using their past and the 
present to learn to see 
as the camera does, and 
make something new,” 
McKenna said. “Their 
personal history is fas-
cinating to me, no mat-
ter how accomplished 
or quiet their lives are. 
They can tell stories and 
I am fascinated by their 
place in history, and in 
many cases, by what they 
have overcome to find a 
manageable lifestyle in 
NYC. This kind of story-
telling that seems innate 
to many seniors will be 
the basis for  my guiding 
them as photographers.” 

Artists Lily Yang, Honglei Li and He Li, who work under the 
name Lily & Honglei, earned a Queens Council on the Arts 
grant for their piece “Shadow Play: Tales of Urbanization.” 

Photo courtesy Lily & Honglei

This is one of the photographs made by a senior citizen 
working with Evie McKenna in the Seniors Partnering with 
Artists Citywide prgoram. McKenna earned another grant to 
continue her work.  Photo courtesy Evie McKenna

COMPLETE LIST OF 
GRANT WINNERS IS AT 

TIMESLEDGER.COM
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The L.I.C. Labor Lyceum is a series of collaborative efforts by the  

Greater Astoria Historical Society, the Van Arsdale Center for Labor Studies  

at Empire State College, and the Workers Art Coalition.

L.I.C. LABOR LYCEUM

Exhibit Opening: “What Were Their Names” by Bobby and Holly Andrew

Honoring the workers of Queens, whose labor gave shape and substance  
to the borough and whose lives formed its spirit and energy.

This program is supported by members of the  
Greater Astoria Historical Society, the NYC Dept. of Cultural Affairs,  

the Van Arsdale Center and the Workers Art Coalition.

Greater Astoria Historical Society
35-20 Broadway, 4th Floor, Long Island City, NY 11106

PHONE: (718) 278-0700
EMAIL: info@astorialic.org   WEBSITE: www.astorialic.org

question were four behe-
moths, head and shells 
intact, grilled and coated 
with a sweet and spicy 
orange sauce.  They were 
accompanied by house-
made potato chips and a 
fragrant rice pilaf.  Both 
were delish, although 
we have to wonder why 
two starches.  Something 
green wouldn’t have hurt.

One of Churrasquei-
ra’s specialties, steak on 
a stone, also appeared on 
the specials menu.  This 
is a tender, well marinat-
ed steak, brought to the 
table sizzling, on a stone 
slab.  Be forewarned, 
if you like your steak 
rare, remove it from the 

slab immediately.  If you 
leave it on the slab, it will 
continue to cook.  We 
foolishly cut sections off, 
leaving the rest on the 
stone, and suffered the 
consequences of eating 
not-so-rare steak.  

It was killing us that 
all the veteran patrons 
seemed to be ordering 
something that we couldn’t 
identify, so we asked.  It 
was another special, fried 
whiting.  We begged for, 
and received a sample.  
Dream fried fish, light and 
crunchy and mild.  They 
are fried whole, and stare 
back at you a little, but 
don’t be put off.  Wish we 
spotted these guys before 
we were stuffed.

Complete your meal 
with a traditional Portu-
guese dessert like home-
made flan, or just sip 

from one of the choices 
on the mind-boggling list 
of Ports.

The Bottom Line
At A Churrasqueira, 

you can have dinner in 
Portugal without leav-
ing home.  The food is 
authentic, delicious and 
affordable.  Live perfor-
mances of fada music and 
other Portuguese cultural 
events are held about once 
a month.  And if you love 
garlic as much as we do, 
you gotta love this place.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide 
to Ethnic Dining in Amer-
ica’s Melting Pot, Queens, 
N.Y.” She can be reached 
by e-mail at qnsfoodie@
aol.com.

Continued from Page 57 

Dining

EVENTS

The Night Sky — Join the Urban 
Rangers as they guide visitors 
through the solar system and 
share the science, history and 
folklore of the universe. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 21, at 6 pm
Where: Fort Totten Visitor’s 
Center, Fort Totten Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

The Magic of Bill Blagg 
Live! — Blagg leaves the 
rabbits and cards at home 
and presents an evening of 
cutting-edge magic. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 21, at 2 
pm and 8 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. South, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: $25 - $30, $99/family 
four pack
Contact: (718) 760-0064

Website: www.
queenstheatre.org

Fort Totten Tunnel Tour — 
Join the Urban Rangers as 
they lead groups through 
Fort Totten’s Endicott 
Batteries and Main Magazine. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 28, at 
1 pm
Where: Fort Totten Visitor’s 
Center, Fort Totten Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

MUSIC

Crystal Winter Valentine 
Concert — The Quintet of the 
Americas woodwind group 
presents a show of winter and 
Valentine music. 
When: Sunday, Feb. 22, at 
1 pm
Where: El Paraiso, 102-11 
43rd Ave., Corona
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 672-2495

Website: www.quintet.org

Southern Queens Salon 
Series Concert — The Queens 
Symphony Orchestra plays 
Bach and Debussy.
When: Wednesday, Feb. 25, 
at 7 pm
Where: All Saints Episcopal 
Church, 85-45 96th St., 
Woodhaven
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 570-0909
Website: www.
queenssymphony.org

Quintet of the Americas — 
The Queens-based woodwind 
quintet joins with the Corona 
Youth Orchestra to present a 
“Memory Project” concert of 
Harold Gutierrez works. 
When: Sunday, March 1, at 
2 pm
Where: Flushing Library, 
41-17 Main St., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 661-1200
Website: www.
queenslibrary.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening in Queens, check 

TimesLedger’s website at www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

nology and her own self-
taught methods.

In an increasingly 
disposable world, where 
the momentary joy of 
accumulating new stuff 
quickly fades as the next 
must-have fad pops up, 

many millennials have 
embraced the recycling 
and upcycling trend in an 
effort to save their planet. 

When she’s not actu-
ally creating something, 
Tsang said she likes to 
gather ideas and tech-
niques for creating, and 
thinks people are starting 
to become interested in 

upcycled pieces, whether 
it’s clothing, furniture, or 
other products. 

“I hope more and more 
people become aware of 
this option when it comes 
to their purchases,” she 
said. 

www.etsy.com/shop/
RemixdClothing

Remixd
Continued from Page 58 
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  347-502-7274 
www.winetimedouglaston.com  

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com
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BY BILL PARRY

A legendary pizzaiolo, a 
master Neopolitan and Roma 
style-pizza chef, has opened a 
new outpost in Sunnyside and 
the neighborhood has turned 
out in droves. 

Salvatore Olivella, and his 
business partner, Simone Ap-
polonio, opened Nonna Gina 
Brick Oven Pizza at 43-24 
Greenpoint Ave. two weeks ago 
and it’s been such a success 
they’re already adding more 
staff to handle the demand.

“We started with two em-
ployees and we’re already up 
to 11 and I’m looking for more 
delivery people,” Olivella said. 
“This place was a pizzaria be-
fore so I only needed to put in 
$20,000 to upgrade. I’ve already 
got my investment back!”

Olivella was born into the 
family business in Naples, 
Italy where four generations 
mastered the art of thin crust, 
stone oven pizza. He made 
his first at age 11 and never 
stopped.

Olivella made his mark in 
the New York pizza world at 
Union Square’s Pizza by the 
Pound and 180 in Little Italy. 
His reputation as a master 
pizza maker, a pizzaiolo, grew 
nationwide.

In 2007, a Texas million-
aire grew so tired of travel-
ling to New York just to satisfy 
his craving for good pizza, he 
opened his own restaurant in 
Dallas and brought Olivella to 
train the staff. Then he named 

it Olivella’s.
Appolonio, a native of Bres-

cia, Italy, owns restaurants 
from Britain to Australia. 
When the two began looking 
for the next “hot” neighbor-
hood they decided to head to 
Queens.

“I had friends living in 
Sunnyside who told us about 

a vacant place on Greenpoint 
Avenue, and old Singa’s Fa-
mous,” Olivella said. “They 
told us Sunnyside is the new 
Manhattan. In Queens, who 
would have thought?”

His “metro” style 18-inch 
elongated pies come with a va-
riety of toppings from truffle 
and cheese to prosciutto. 

“It’s the mother of pizzas 
based on my grandmother’s 
recipe,” Olivella said. 

Nonna Gina also features 
personal sized pizzas as well 
as pasta dishes and salads.

They are awaiting a liquor 
license that will allow them to 
serve wine and beer.

“So far it’s going great, it’s 

been busy all of the time and 
we’re starting to get in the 
groove,” Olivella said. “We’re 
already getting return cus-
tomers. We’re like, forget Man-
hattan!”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

 Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A new 
Queens chapter of the national organization 
that empowers and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon to 
2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees $30, 
nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (718) 217-0009
Website: powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by Harvey 

G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@aol.
com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —   BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization that 
allows only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive and structured 
environment to further business through 

word of mouth marketing. Contact chapter 
president Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty to join a 
chapter. BNI Provides positive, supportive and 
structured environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. Contact 
Lydie Pellissier, chapter president, to arrange 

a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., Fresh 
Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  
Relationships are built. Facilitator is Gayle 
Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, coordinator, 
leader and organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month

Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts the 
Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (866) 391-2780
Website: accessoffi ce.net

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Nonna Gina Brick Oven Pizza has been busy since opening on the corner of Greenpoint Avenue and 43rd Street in Sunnyside last month.  
Photo by Bill Parry

Chef’s profi le rises in Sunnyside
Master pizza maker’s newest venture brings the tastes of Little Italy to the neighborhood
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Bureau in 2013, started as an 
inquiry into the bribery of a 
single DOB inspector.

But the investigation even-
tually revealed about $450,000 
worth of alleged bribes in a 
number of specific arrange-
ments between 16 DOB and 
HPD employees and 22 prop-
erty managers and owners, six 
expediters, two contractors 
and one engineer, authorities 
said. 

Mujko, a DOB inspector 
from March 2008 to Octo-
ber 2014, allegedly received 
$70,000 from David Weiszer, 

an unregistered DOB filing 
representative, for regularly 
passing building inspections, 
the Manhattan DA said. 

Rice, an HPD inspector, 
worked with Luis Soto, a 
Brooklyn HPD inspector, to 
vacate tenants under false pre-
tenses from a Bushwick build-
ing in exchange for a cash 
bribe, Vance said.

Campasano, owner of an 
apartment building in Bush-
wick, was similarly charged 
with bribing Rice and Soto to 
evict tenants with the excuse 
of an alleged HPD vacate order, 
according to the indictment. 

Rice also worked with 
Crawford, an HPD inspector, 
to negotiate bribes from Joel 
Rubin, a property manager, to 

arrange pre-inspections and 
dismiss violations from two 
properties, court papers said. 

Cabrero and Weiss were 
charged with offering bribes 
ranging from $200 to $2,800 in 
exchange for numerous DOB 
favors involving the removal 
of complaints, according to the 
Manhattan DA. 

Zivkovic is among property 
owners who gave out more 
than $41,000 in bribes to Ortiz 
and Soto to remove hundreds 
of building violations, the in-
dictment said. 

The Accardos were charged 
with running an unlicensed 
check bundling and money 
transmission service in viola-
tion of New York State Bank-
ing Law, according to Vance.

Lee continued “You can 
still go skiing or ice skating. 
I personally love the winter 
so this cold isn’t going to stop 
me from leaving my house.”

Some businesses have 
been slowing down because 
people have preferred to stay 
indoors but some have actu-
ally profited from the bad 
weather. Bayside hardware 
store, “Parker Hardware” 

located on 4125 Bell Blvd., is 
one of them. 

Store manager, Rene Abad 
said “Business actually picks 
up because of large demand 
for winter supplies. Were 
really the only place in the 
neighborhood with winter 
equipment and big chain 
stores like Home depot are 
too far.”Abad continued “ 
We make sure we stock up 
around this time with enough 
winter related supplies and 
we found that this year we 
stocked enough.”

Stavisky (D-Flushing) and 
the city Department of Hous-
ing Preservation and Devel-
opment, which said the build-
ing cannot impose the fee 
and instructed them to file a 
complaint.

Harwyn’s new board of di-
rectors is not knowledgeable 
about laws concerning pets 
in buildings, she said.

“Once they saw that no 
one responded and we know 
the law, they left it alone,” 
Vazquez said. 

The building also posted 
an announcement saying 
it was planning to install a 
new doorbell, which would 
cost every unit $30 and start 
to install each one only after 
receiving 90 percent of the 
units’ approval  by Jan. 15. 

Stavisky sent a letter 
dated Jan. 6 to the state 
Department of Homes and 
Community Renewal stating 
that rent-stabilized tenants 
should not be subjected to the 
pet registration fee, which 
she said is not mentioned in 
their lease, or the doorbell 
fee, which would require the 
agency to approve a major 
capital improvement and al-
low the board to increase the 
rents. 

Stavisky has worked on 
various issues within the 
building over the last 10 
years, including a prostitu-
tion ring that was run out of 
the apartment complex and 
the lack of space between the 
building and another build-
ing under construction next 
door.

“I’m really surprised that 
the landlord would try to 
take advantage of the rent-
stabilized tenants because 
they know what the rules 
are,” Stavisky said.

All tenants, including 
senior citizens, are now re-
quired to register their exist-
ing pets on an annual basis, 

according to the dog, cat and 
service animal registration 
form obtained by TimesLedg-
er. 

They must pay a one-time, 
nonrefundable pet registra-
tion fee of $100 — $50 to Har-
wyn and the remaining $50 
to 4 Seasons. Residents were 
expected to submit the form 
and the fee by Jan. 20 or face 
the penalty. 

They were also expected 
to have the pet examined by 
a veterinarian and submit a 
dog and cat veterinarian cer-
tification form within 90 days 
of receipt of the veterinarian 
certification form. If the pet 
is a service animal, the resi-
dent would have to complete 
a service animal verification 
form. 

Harwyn’s board of direc-
tors said despite the corpora-
tion’s bylaws  that the build-
ing is a pet-free zone for all 
tenants and shareholders, 
there was an increased num-
ber of new pets — some large 
and vicious — appearing in 
the building.

The board said it was con-
cerned about the animals bit-
ing residents, especially the 
elderly and children, saying 
defecation was found inside 
the building’s only elevator, 
the stairways and the hall-
ways. 

“As a solution to multiple 
complaints from distressed 
tenants/shareholders, as 
well as a proper legal and 
sanitation steps to control 
the existent pet population, 
a notion was voted on and 
passed by the management 
and the board of directors to 
have all tenants/sharehold-
ers register their pets,” board 
members said in a joint state-
ment. 

“The building under-
stands certain individuals’ 
desires of owning pets; how-
ever, the building must also 
provide a livable and quiet 
enjoyment environment for 
all tenants/shareholders that 
reside in the building’s coop-
erative units,” it added.

etti. The news of his death hit 
the St. Francis Prep commu-
nity and football family hard. 
He died at his daughter’s home 
in Floral Park.

“I think one of the things 
that makes this a big issue is 
that he’s been there so long, 
nobody thought he’d not be 
there,” Carroll said.

O’Connor began coach-
ing in 1953 when St. Francis 
Prep was on North 6th street 
in Brooklyn and he was one 
of the founders of the Catholic 
High School Football League, 
which just celebrated its 60th 
anniversary. He won a record 
16 CHSFL titles, including 14 
at the highest classification. 

“This is the death of a leg-
end here,” Fischetti said. “You 
lose a guy like Jack Curran. 
You lose a guy like Vinny 
O’Connor, forget it”

Under O’Connor the Terri-
ers had six undefeated seasons 
and won five Class AAA titles 
in a span of eight years from 
1983-1990 and lost in the next 
two finals. O’Connor’s last 
crown was in 2005 when the 
Terriers beat St. Peter’s for the 
Class AA championship. He 
was the league’s coach of the 
year 20 times. 

“He’s a tremendous coach 
and a tremendous man,” Holy 
Cross football coach Tom 
Pugh said. He did so much for 
so many people. One of the 
class guys.”

O’Connor coached nine 
pros, four Walter Camp All-
Americans and coaches like 
former Jets and Giants of-
fensive coordinator Dan Hen-
ning, Rutgers head man Kyle 
Flood, C.W. Post head coach 
Bryan Collins and retired 
Chaminade coach Bill Basel. 
St. Francis Prep’s multimil-
lion-dollar training center in 
Fresh Meadows is named after 
him.

“Mr. O’Connor was a spe-
cial guy, in my life and the 
lives of countless of other peo-
ple who had the opportunity to 
play for him,” Flood said.

O’Connor was born in 
Brooklyn and attended Holy 
Name Elementary School and 
Manual Training High School. 
He played football and ran 
track in high school.  O’Connor 
earned a bachelor’s in physi-
cal education from New York 
University and a master’s 
from Brooklyn College as well 
as one from Teachers College, 
Columbia University.

When he returned home 
from serving 18 months in Ko-
rea in the U.S. Army, he was 
named the junior varsity foot-
ball coach at St. Francis Prep. 

O’Connor, who then made a 
career in education, was a 
physical education teacher 
and guidance counselor.  He 
was also the field events coach 
for the St. Francis Prep track 
team from 1953-61 and at John 
Jay High School from 1962-66. 

Even as his role with the 
football team decreased in re-
cent years, his message and 
lessons still resonated. The 
staff made sure the players 
heard from O’Connor as much 
as possible, knowing the im-
portance of his wisdom being 
passed on to another genera-
tion.

“Every time I spoke to 
coach he always ended up 
making me not only a better 
football player but also a bet-
ter person,” senior quarter-
back Robert Einersen said. 

O’Connor is survived by 
his wife Mary, his son Martin, 
daughter Mary Rose and four 
grandchildren. His wake was 
held in the St. Francis Prep 
auditorium and the funeral 
was scheduled at the school on 
Thursday.

“They’re going to need ev-
ery inch of space they can get,” 
Flood said before the funeral. 
“I’m sure it will be standing-
room only for somebody who 
has impacted a number of 
lives.”

Continued from Page 1 
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path rerouting,” Gallego said.
McEneaney wants to follow 

that negotiating model. The 
changes made were part of the 
NextGen FAA program.  

“We are also trying to find 

a way to go back to the original 
flight path” at the borough’s 
airports, she said.

In a CBS News report, U.S. 
Rep. Steve Israel (D-Melville) 
said that he is not asking for 
NextGen “to be rolled back. I 
am not asking for it to be re-
duced.” The lawmaker, whose 
district includes Bay Terrace, 
Douglaston, Little Neck, Bel-

lerose and stretches to parts 
of Nassau and Suffolk coun-
ties, noted, “I am asking the 
FAA to be sensitive to commu-
nity concerns and ensure that 
not one community bears the 
noise, but that there is a com-
mon-sense distribution in the 
vicinity of airports.”   

 

Continued from Page 2 

FAA
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Sports

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK

It was quite a turnaround 
for Monsignor McClancy. 

McClancy fell to Bishop 
Kearney by 15 points on the 
road in their first meeting. 
Things were different when 
the Tigers came to Queens. 

Junior Taylor Aybar 
scored 30 points to lead Mc-
Clancy over Kearney 60-38 
in CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
Division II girls’ basketball 
last Friday. The victory put 
the Crusaders into a tie with 
Kearney for second place. 

The key to the success 
the second time around was 
learning from mistakes made 
in the early season loss and 
having Aybar step up. 

“I am very proud of my 
team today, we worked all 
week on this one game,” Cru-
saders coach Dewey Hopkins 
said.”  “[Aybar] literally took 
us on her shoulders. We lim-
ited our turnovers, and got to 
the rim and finished. “

McClancy (11-10, 8-3) start-
ed to break the game open in 
the second quarter. The Cru-
saders opened up the frame 
with a 14-2 run, led by four 
points by Aybar and junior 
Kenia Garcia, to go ahead 25-

14. The key to the rally was 
the team switching their de-
fense to a zone. 

“Last time we played them 
we didn’t go with this 3-2 
zone,” Hopkins said. “This 
3-2 zone is keeping everyone 
under 40 points.”

The Crusaders scored five 
straight points to end the half, 
including four from Kaitlyn 
Stenz to increase their lead to 
32-18 at the break. Stenz cred-
ited Aybar for getting their 
teammates involved even on 
her big night. 

“Seeing how Taylor led us, 
everyone stepped up and did 
their part,” Stenz said. 

Out of the half, McClancy 
kept up the pressure behind 
Aybar to increase its lead to 
36-18. Aybar credited her suc-
cess to going out and doing 
her job. 

“I was focused on what I 
had to do,” Aybar said. 

Kearney (10-9, 8-3) was 
able to cut the Crusaders’ 
lead to 13, but McClancy be-
hind Aybar was able to turn 
their defense into offense and 
secure the victory. 

The Tigers jumped out to 
an early 12-11 lead at the end 
of the first quarter, behind 

BY WILL SAMMON 
 
Justin Wright-Foreman 

collided with another player 
as he went strong to the rim 
for a layup, fell to the floor 
underneath the basket and im-
mediately clutched his wrist.

The Construction senior 
guard was fouled hard and 
stayed down for several sec-
onds. When he finally got up, 
he grimaced, shook his wrist 
and then grimaced again.

He was clearly in pain, but 
wasn’t about to let that discom-
fort stop him. After all, this 
was with only about four min-
utes left to play and his team 
was down by three points in 
the borough final.

“I had to do something 
there to get us riled up, no 
matter what,” Wright-Fore-
man said. “Even though I felt 
my hand twist and my wrist 
felt sprained, I had to do some-
thing after that. I had to fight 
through that.”

He did.
Wright-Foreman scored 

nine of Construction’s final 
15 points during the final four 
minutes as the Red Hawks se-
cured a thrilling come-from-
behind win over defending 
city champion Cardozo, 71-63, 
Saturday in the PSAL Queens 
boys’ basketball borough final 
at Queens College. It’s the sec-
ond straight season Construc-
tion beat the Judges in the 
title game. The loss could cost 
Cardozo the top seed in the up-
coming city playoffs. 

Wright-Foreman, a Hofstra-
commit, scored 17 of his game-
high 27 points in the second 
half to propel Construction to 
the win. 

“He’s the best scorer in 
New York City,” Construc-
tion guard Kyle Allman said. 
“Hands down.”

Allman wasn’t too bad a 
scorer himself. He finished 
with 22 points and made four 
straight free throws to provide 
the game’s final eight-point 
margin.

“I stay calm. I don’t listen to 
anyone in the crowd,” Allman 
said. “I’m in my zone.”

Was he as composed when 
Cardozo— which had beat 
Construction twice in the 
teams’ two previous meetings 
— led by 13 at halftime?

“It was lopsided then,” 
Allman said, “but we’re built 
for these type of games. The 
fourth quarter is our quar-
ter. We always show up when 
there’s a sense of urgency.”

The Judges (24-2) were led 
by Tareq Coburn’s 25 points 
and dominated on the boards 
early on and were hitting shots 
consistently from the outside. 
Allman believed his team 
wasn’t playing hard enough on 
defense before the break. 

That all changed. 
Right at the start of the 

third quarter, the Red Hawks 
(22-5) started to allow fewer of-
fensive rebounds. Loose balls 
were hustled after. Shots were 
contested. Construction cut 
the halftime deficit to five by 
the end of the third.

When Wright-Foreman 
suffered the hard foul in the 
fourth quarter, he missed 
the first free throw attempt, 
but then hit the second to get 
Construction to within 61-59. 
Reserve guard Jordan Wright, 
who played well when the Red 
Hawks got in foul trouble in 
the fourth, made a pull-up 
jumper from the right elbow to 
tie the score at 61-61.

Continued on Page 68Continued on Page 68

Construction team celebrates its victory over Cardozo in the PSAL 
Queens Championship game at Queens College.  Photo by Robert Cole

Kearny’s Gabrielle Montellato (in green) poulls down the rebound over 
McClancy’s Kaitlyn Stenz anda  crowd of her teammates. 

Photo by Gina Palermo

Hawks soar in fi nals
Guard Wright-Foreman leads Construction to boro title 

Aybar helps power 
McClancy to a win 



66    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, FEB. 20-26, 2015 BT FT TL

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO

Christ the King and Mary 
Louis faced off on a fairy tale 
of a court. 

Playing at Nike’s Zoom 
City Arena was a privilege 
that both girls’ basketball pro-
grams described as a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity. 

As part of Nike’s “The City 
of Zoom” campaign for the 
NBA’s All-Star Weekend, it 
built a state-of-the-art arena 
on Canal Street and 6th Av-
enue in Manhattan. The arena 
featured a full-sized basket-
ball court illuminated by LED 
lights that brought all kinds of 
visual concepts to life under 
the athlete’s feet.

“This was like a different 
world and a totally different 
level,” Christ the King head 
coach Bob Mackey said. “It 
was just amazing. It was like 
playing on a Ferrari. It was 
really a great opportunity for 
the kids and they had a great 
experience.”

Through the use of ad-
vanced scanning technology, 
Nike was able to recreate the 
home courts of both TMLA 
and Christ the King with the 
LED lights under the court. 
The first half featured the il-
lumination of the Mary Louis 

court and the second half 
featured the Christ the King 
court. 

“It was an experience that 
I will never forget,” Christ 
the King junior guard Syd-
ney Zambrotta said. “From 
the time we got there from the 

time we left they treated us 
amazingly and they put this 
event together very well. The 
court was amazing, never seen 
anything like it.” 

Zambrotta, who recently 
went over the 1,000-point mark 
of her career, scored a game-

high 29 points to go along with 
six rebounds and six assists to 
lead the Royals to a decisive 
64-51 victory over the Hilltop-
pers in a CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens League game. The 
win over Molloy and Mary 
Louis last week moved CK into 

a first-place tie with Bishop 
Loughlin. 

The contest was part of 
a triple-header that saw two 
boys’ hoops games played be-
fore it. Rosedale Catholic (N.J.) 
took on Our Savior New Amer-
ican and South Shore faced 
off against the Patrick School 
(N.J.). The girls had to wait a 
little longer to play than first 
anticipated when the game 
time was shifted from noon to 
6 p.m. because of the extreme 
cold and wind.  

When it came time to suit 
up, all of the teams received 
the All-Star treatment. Nike 
customized a pair of sneakers 
especially for the players in 
each teams’ colors. Nike also 
gave both teams City of Zoom 
warm-ups and the official 
socks worn by the NBA All-
Stars in Sunday night’s game. 

“It was a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity,” said TMLA 
sophomore guard Courtney 
McCool, who scored 18 points. 
“It was great to participate in 
All-Star weekend and to help 
our team.” 

Zambrotta came out and 
showed everyone at the Zoom 
Arena what she could. She 
scored the games first 11 points 
and the end of the first quarter 

Holy Cross football had fallen on 
hard times when Tom Pugh took the 
reins in 1973. 

He used his football knowledge, 
engaging personality and consistent 
nature to leave it as the best in Queens 
right now and one of the most respect-
ed in New York City.

Right from the beginning he was a 
presence,” said lineman Frank Kestler 
a captain on Pugh’s first team with the 
Knights.

The now 68-year-old Pugh, who 
recently retired from coaching after 
42 seasons at Holy Cross, was given a 
Knights program that did not win a 
game on any of the three levels the pre-
vious season. He chose to rebuild it for 
the future by turning to its storied past. 
Pugh, who is an encyclopedia of knowl-
edge about the CHSFL, immediately 

spoke of returning the program to its 
glory years of the 1960s and showed the 
players right away he meant business. 

“I think a couple of the guys who 

were going to be seniors that year re-
ally tested him,” Kestler said. “He got 
in their faces right away. He made it 
known who was the boss and if you 

want to play for him, what was expect-
ed.”

That meant your best at all times 
and the competitive and innovative 
Pugh returned the favor in his own 
preparation. Kids gravitated to that 
along with his charm and affable per-
sonality. They knew they were going to 
get quality coaching and a quality per-
son. Holy Cross won the CHSFL title 
just four seasons later in 1977.

“It took time, but the kids bought 
into the tradition of the school,” long-
time assistant Stanley Aufieri said. 
“The main thing was Tommy’s per-
sonality. He drew coaches in. He drew 
players in like moths to a flame. He has 
that way about them. He’s always had 
that way.”

Pugh never got complacent. 
When he got the job, his expertise 

was on the defense side of the ball after 
his stint as an assistant coach at Cham-
inade and playing defensive back at 
Emporia State University in Kansas. It 
was the foundation for all of his teams, 
but Pugh listened to others he respect-
ed and never became one-dimensional. 
He is currently known as an offensive 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Continued on Page 68

CK, Mary Louis earn all-star treatment

Holy Cross Tom Pugh (r.) posed with current New Yotk Giant and former Knights star Kevine 
Ogletree.  Photo courtesy Holy Cross

Class act Pugh leaves Holy Cross better than he found it

Continued on Page 69

Kaela Kinder of Christ the King dribbles past a Mary Louis defender.   Photo by Gina Palermo
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NEW 2015  
HYUNDAI

ELANTRA 
SE

www.SouthShoreHyundai.com
360 W. SUNRISE HWY., VALLEY STREAM  NY 11581

855-442-1803

0%
APR FINANCING 
60 MONTHS
AVAILABLE*

TIRED OF THE 
CREDIT FIGHT?
We make it easy as

1-2-3
1.  Prove Income  

& residence
2.  If you make  

$375 per week
3.  Have a valid  

state id or license

IF YOU’VE BEEN TURNED DOWN IN THE PAST, WE CAN HELP!
• Bad Credit • No Credit • Divorce • Repossession • Bankruptcy • Tax Liens • First Time Buyer • Cash Income • Judgements

Credit History may affect cash down, APR% & Terms; bankruptcies must be discharged; job & steady residence required.

Tax & MV fees add’l. †Leases subj to prime lender approval with excellent (720+) credit score. 12k mi/yr. 20¢ ea add’l mi. Total due at signing: $107=$2697; No sec dep. Lessee responsible for excess wear & maint. 
*Available with Tier 1 credit approval; on select new vehicles; in lieu of any factory rebates and dealer incentives; see dealer for details. Not responsible for typographical errors. Offers valid though 3/2/15.

a division of

NYAUTOGIANT.COM

‘06 CHEVY EQUINOX 
Auto, Stk #U3348T, 79k mi ........................................NOW 

$7,995
‘08 NISSAN ALTIMA 
Auto, Stk #U3348I, 79k mi ...................................... NOW 

$10,990
‘07 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
Auto, Maroon, Stk #U333I, 68k mi ......................... NOW 

$12,689
‘11 KIA SORENTO LX 
Auto, 2wd, White, Stk #U3293I, 52k mi .................. NOW 

$12,789
‘08 HYUNDAI AZERA 
Auto, Gray, Stk #U3332T, 63k mi ............................ NOW 

$12,789
‘11 HONDA CIVIC LX 
Auto, Blue, Stk #U3330T, 28k mi ........................... NOW 

$12,990

‘12 HYUNDAI SONATA 
Auto, White, Stk #U3356T, 34k mi ......................... NOW 

$13,990
‘11 BMW 328i XDrive 
Auto, Black, Stk #U3309A, 28k mi ........................NOW 

$23,688
‘13 GMC YUKON XL 
Auto, Black, Stk #U3210O, 41k mi. ........................NOW 

$29,789
‘12 AUDI Q5 2.0T PREMIUM PLUS 
Auto, Gray, Stk #U3306I, 23k mi ...........................NOW 

$32,990
‘12 MERCEDES-BENZ ML350 
Auto, Blue, Stk #U3322T, 40k mi ..........................NOW 

$36,990
‘13 INFINITI G37 BASE CONVERTIBLE 
Auto, Black, Stk #U3255O, 9k mi ...........................NOW 

$37,899

PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

$9,995 $10,788
‘05 NISSAN PATHFINDER SE

Auto, Black, Stk #U3315I, 72k mi
‘12 HYUNDAI ACCENT SE 
Auto, Black, Stk #U3248O, 31k mi

$19,998
‘12 HYUNDAI TUCSON LTD 

Auto, White, Stk #U3326T, 43k mi

PER MO/36 MOS

$107
†
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Christ the King led 19-4 and 
by halftime Zambrotta had 
20 points and the Royals had 
a 39-21 lead

Mary Louis kept trying 
to claw its way back into the 
contest and was able to limit 
Zambrotta to only nine points 
in the second half. Christ 
the King junior guard Kaela 
Kinder had 10 points and 17 
rebounds and freshman for-
ward Emily Engstler added 

14 points and eight rebounds. 
No matter what the out-

come the girls left with a 
chance to showcase their 
game on a big stage and create 
memories to last a lifetime. 

“It was an excellent op-
portunity, especially for 
the young ladies and the 
CHSAA,” TMLA head coach 
JoAnn Arbitello said. “I think 
it shows the girls that they 
are part of All-Star Weekend 
as well because a lot of times 
women’s sports are pushed to 
the side.”

Then Wright-Foreman 
made a layup. Twenty seconds 
later, he made another. One 
minute after that, he made 

another for his third straight 
basket as Construction pulled 
away.

“Everybody thought we 
were going to lose this game,” 
Wright-Foreman said. “It feels 
great just to overcome all of 
that.”

Now, what about that 
wrist?

“It’s fine,” Wright-Foreman 
said. “I’m just going to get it 
looked at.”

It appeared healthy enough 
when he raised both arms in 
celebration after the game.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The Red Storm is rolling 
again.

Senior forward Sir’Dominic 
Pointer turning in another su-
perb game to lead one the St. 
John’s men’s basketball teams’ 
best team efforts of the season 
in a 78-70 road win over Xavier 
at the Cintas Center last Sat-
urday. It is the Johnnies third 
straight win and fourth in 
their last five games. Pointer 
matched a career high with 24 
points, grabbed five rebounds 
and collected four steals. He 
shot 9 of 10 from the field and 
6-for-6 at the free-throw line. 

The victory moves St. 
John’s to 17-8 overall, its best 
mark through 25 games since 
1999-2000 and makes it 6-6 in 
the Big East after a 1-4 start. 
The Red Storm moved into 
fifth place in the conference, 
one game behind Providence 
and Georgetown for third.  

D’Angleo Harrison scored 
18 points for the Red Storm, 
who has continued to bolster 
their NCAA Tournament 

hopes during this winning 
streak. Phil Greene had 15 
points and Jamal Branch add-
ed 11. 

“It was a total team effort 
today,” St. John’s coach Steve 
Lavin said. “There were so 
many contributors.”  

Center Matt Stainbrook 
paced Xavier (16-10. 7-7) with 
17 points and nine rebounds. 
Lavin was concerned coming 
in about how his team was go-
ing to contain him with Chris 
Obekpa slowed by injury. St. 
John’s ended up trying a little 
bit of everything. 

“Things started turning in 
our favor when Sir’Dominic 
Pointer started guarding 
him and limited his touches,” 
Lavin said.  “Then we brought 
Chris from the help side.”

Xavier erased a nine point 
St. John’s lead to tie the score 
at 65-65 with less than five 
minutes to play in the game. 
The Red Storm allowed just 
two Xavier field goals after 
that and made some clutch 
plays down the stretch.

Rysheed Jordan made two 

big free throws and Pointer 
had a block of Stainbrook and 
a coast-to-coast layup. Greene, 
who scored 13 of his 15 points 
in the second half later found 
Jordan for an open three to put 
the Johnnies up six with 1:01 
remaining in the game. 

“Phil has been instrumen-
tal in a number of our wins 
when stepping up late in games 
to make big shots,” Lavin said. 
“I thought tonight he gave us a 
spark just when we needed it.”

The game appeared it 
would get away from St. John’s 
when Xavier opened up a 
10-point lead in the first four 
minutes. Branch and Harrison 
then combined to score nine 
straight points to help give the 
Johnnies the lead. A 6-0 run 
would later put St. John’s up 
for good. 

“There were a number of 
players that gave us the lift 
just when it looked as though 
we were going to fade into the 
early evening sunset,” Lavin 
said. “There was a balanced 
approach in terms of contribu-
tors on both ends of the floor.”

Kailey O’Grady’s five points. 
O’Grady believed the team 
was sharper on defense in the 
first quarter and limiting Mc-

Clancy’s easy shots. 
“We weren’t letting them 

get into transition, we were 
playing better defense,” she 
said. 

Moving forward Aybar 
knows if her team plays de-
fense like it has been, McClan-

cy will have a shot against the 
league’s top to squads in the 
post season.  

“Defense wins games,” Ay-
bar said. “Offense sells tick-
ets.” 

Continued from Page 65

Boro fi nal

Continued from Page 66

Zoom City

St. John's coach Steve Lavin watched his team win its third straight 
when it took down Xavier on the road.  Photo courtesy Robert Cole

St. John’s tops Xavier for third straight win

McClancy
Continued from Page 65
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guru.
“There are some coaches that spe-

cialize on one side 
of the ball or the 
other,” Aufieri 
said. “He could 
do it either way. 
We used to kid 
around. He’s come 
up with plays on 
bar napkins. Out 
in the field he 
would draw plays 
in the dirt.”

Pugh won 215 
games, guided the 
Knights to eight 
league champi-
onships during 
his tenure. He is 
a member of the 
league’s Hall of 
Fame. Former 
Cross star Devon 
Cajuste is starring 
at Stanford and 
fellow standout 
Kevin Ogeltree 
just finished his 
seventh season in 
the NFL.

“He, to me, is 
just what a high 
school coach is all about,” St. An-
thony’s coach Rich Reichert said. “He 

cares about the kids more.”
Even if that meant doing something 

for the betterment of all the kids in the 
CHSFL in a situation that might not 
help Holy Cross. Pugh, who has been 
vice president of the league since 1976, 
never resisted meaningful change.

“ T o m m y 
was a class act,” 
Mount St. Mi-
chael coach Ma-
rio Valentini 
said. “He had the 
interest of the 
entire league. He 
would do things 
that were not al-
ways the best for 
him, but was in 
the best interest 
of the league.”

It is just one 
of many quali-
ties that allows 
Pugh to leave 
coaching so well 
respected and 
ac c ompl i she d. 
He connected 
with people and 
brought out their 
best because he 
never stopped 
giving his.

“Tom Pugh 
was just always 
a leader,” Kes-
tler said. “To 

me he was just someone I would follow 
anywhere.”

Continued from Page 66

Blockshots

Retiring Holy Cross football coach Tom Pugh (c.) stands with some of his early coaches and 
players at the school.  Photo courtesy Holy Cross

Tom Pugh during his early years on the Holy 
Cross sidelines  Photo courtesy Holy Cross

Enjoy a Luxury Bridal Showcase featuring the  
wedding industry’s best professionals

Great Bridal Extravaganza
ALL BRIDES & GROOMS TO BE — PLEASE JOIN US!  

THERE WILL BE OVER 60 WEDDING PROFESSIONALS FEATURING FLORAL, 
PHOTOGRAPHY, LIMOUSINES, INVITATIONS, FAVORS, MAKEUP & HAIR , TRAVEL, 

FASHION SHOW FEATURING BRIDAL GOWNS AND EVENING WEAR. SEMINARS ON 
PLANNING YOUR WEDDING & HONEYMOON. LIVE BAND & DJ PERFORMANCES.

MANY GIVEAWAYS INCLUDING AN 8 DAY VACATION GIVEAWAY AND MUCH MORE.

SO PLEASE DO NOT MISS THIS BIG EVENT.
ADMISSION $10.00 AT THE DOOR.

631.667.EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

Please register at www.greatbridalextravaganza.com or at the show.

The Shops at 
Atlas Park

8000 Cooper Ave.
Glendale, N.Y. 11385

shopsatatlaspark.com
Thursday

February 26, 2015
5:30–9:30 pm

$CASH$$CASH$
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FREE TRIAL
W

ith ad.

Astoria 
43-32 Ditmars Blvd
Astoria, NY 11105
718-726-MATH
Parking Available

Bayside 
43-17 Bell Blvd

Bayside, NY 11361
718-747-MATH

Forest Hills 
108-14 72nd Ave

Forest Hills, NY 11375
718-544-MATH
Offering First Steps  

Program for  
4-6 year olds!

www.mathnasium.com

Get ready. Get set.
Get ahead.
 Now enrolling.

Math 
Enrichment

Test
Prep

Homework
Help

Math
Help

At Mathnasium, we help kids in 1st-12th 
grade reach their potential in math by 
teaching in a way that makes sense to 
them. Kids leap way ahead – whether they 
started out far behind or already ahead in 
math. We make math make sense.



Get A FREE Matching Boxspring!

More gel. More coils. More innovative than ever. With Dual Effects® gel 
memory foam for cooler comfort, and upgraded coils for more support.

Featuring EverFeel™ Technology and an enhanced layer of Cool Action™ Dual
Effects® Gel Memory Foam for a deep, plush supportive comfort .  

SAVE
$1,800
on any Serta Motion

Adjustable
Base

See store for details.

UP
TO

with any Serta iseries
or icomfort purchase.

See store for details.

SAVE
UP TO AN ADDITIONAL

$200 
On Posturepedic Hybrid.

See store for details.

The perfect combination of cool, 
conforming comfort with the 

deep-down coil support 
of a Sealy Posturepedic.

Twin, Full and King sizes available at similar savings.
All models available for purchase may not be on display. Photos are for illustration purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Previous sales do not apply. 

L E G E N D

Sleep well on our exclusive G.S. Stearns Luxury Mattress Collection 
featuring silk, wool, individually wrapped coils & memory foam. 

Experience the ultimate in comfort with our exclusive Beautyrest 
Legend Mattresses featuring Smart Response coil technology.

UP TO
$600
VALUE!

UP
TO

FREE
Comforter,

Sheets, Duvet & 
1 Down Pillow!

With any G.S. Stearns, Beautyrest 
Legend or Ultimate Queen or 

King set purchase.

UP TO

$319
VALUE!

me Brand Mattresses Than Anyone!



*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo
period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the min. payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular
account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Min. Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. 

At Sleepy’s, A Comfortable Mattress Is Everything.

Free Delivery
With every Tempur-Pedic purchase.  

Interest for 60 Months* On Tempur-Pedic
60 months financing on any Tempur-Pedic purchase of $2,549 or more made with your Sleepy’s credit card between 2/5/15 & 2/23/15. 

Equal monthly payments required for 60 months.  Other Financing Options Available. See store for details.

The #1 Tempur-Pedic Elite Retailer in New York

UP TO

$200Off
Plus

UP TO

$200
Gift Card
On select Tempur-Pedic mattress sets. 

Savings vary by size and model. 
Gift card value equal to savings. 

See store for details.


