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BY MADINA TOURE

Assemblyman Edward 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) and 
state Sen. Martin Golden (R-
Brooklyn) are calling for a 
statewide ban on sex offenders 
living near schools. 

The bill, if signed into law, 
would prevent level one, level 
two and level three sex offend-
ers in New York state from liv-
ing within 1,000 feet of a school. 
Braunstein said it was one of 
the first bills he introduced in 
2011 when he was first elected 
and that it was carried by his 
predecessor, Ann-Margaret 
Carrozza. 

“We looked at our legisla-
tion and we thought it was an 
excellent idea to protect stu-
dents and give parents a peace 
of mind while their kids are in 
school to require that people 
who have been convicted of 
a sex offense are not allowed 
to live within a close proxim-
ity of a school,” Braunstein 
said in an interview with 
TimesLedger. 

The New York State Court 
of Appeals struck down a Nas-
sau County regulation Feb. 17 
banning sex offenders from 
residing within 1,000 feet of a 
school, ruling that state law 
on sex offenders overrules all 

BY BILL PARRY

The multibillion-dollar 
reconstruction project of La-
Guardia Airport’s Central 
Terminal Building is in a 
holding pattern. 

The Port Authority won’t 
choose an operator or builder 
for at least three months while 
a committee reviews submis-
sions made as part of a design 
contest.

“My expectation is that 
within the 90-day period the 
Port Authority will have a mo-
tion on the table to approve a 
particular bidder,” PA Chair-
man John Degnan said. 

The decision is the latest 
setback for the planned $3.6 
billion redevelopment of the 
51-year-old terminal, also 
known as Terminal B.

The selection committee, 
appointed by Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, is reviewing submis-
sions from three bidders. The 
designs are to include vast 
open spaces, shopping plazas, 
restaurants and parking ga-
rages.

Last year, Vice President 
Joseph Biden famously said 
the Central Terminal Build-
ing leaves visitors with the im-
pression  “I’m in a third world 
country.” Cuomo referred to 
the comment last week, say-
ing, “Now that was a slight 
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BY MADINA TOURE

Clark Terry, the well-known 
trumpeter and flugelhorn spe-
cialist, died Feb. 21 in Pine 
Bluff, Ark. He has worked 
with jazz greats such as Duke 
Ellington, Count Basie and 
George Hudson and played 

with the U.S. Navy band in the 
1940s. He was also one of the 
first black Americans to be-
come a regular musician in a 
network TV band when he was 
a part of the “Tonight Show” 
house band for a little over a 
decade. He was also a resident 
of Bayside and the Dorie Mill-

er Houses, a co-op in Corona, 
and played at Flushing Town 
Hall. 

See story on Page 2.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

THE NEW YEAR BLOWS IN

This year's chilly and wind-blown Lunar New Year parade winds its way through downtown Flushing 
with all the right outerwear. See coverage on Pages 5, 24.  Photo by Steve Alavarez

New ban on
sex offenders
now sought

Trumpeter Clark Terry dies at 94

LaGuardia overhaul delayed
Design plans reviewed as FEMA provides $28M for fl ood protection
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BY MADINA TOURE

Although the city has 
committed to figuring out a 
way to buy back the Brinck-
erhoff Colonial Cemetery in 
Fresh Meadows, the Friends 
of Brinckerhoff Colonial 
Cemetery is continuing to 
raise funds to cover inciden-
tal expenses.

Yolanda Gallagher, presi-
dent of Friends of Brincker-
hoff, a non-profit, said the or-
ganization is submitting city 
grant applications to get the 
city to buy back the cemetery 
from the property owner, Le 
Dan Cai of Linda’s Cai Trad-
ing, for $150,000. 

She said the city is cur-
rently in negotiations with 
the property owner.

“Right now, I’m particu-
larly interested in getting 
at the city level,” Gallagher 
said. 

For now, the organization 
is continuing its efforts to 
raise money to cover the cost 
of refurbishing the property, 
which would include install-
ing a new fence, cleaning up 
the site and dealing with the 
overgrown weeds.

“You have to clean that,” 
Gallagher said. “You have to 
put the fence.”

In December, City Coun-

cilman Rory Lancman (D-
Fresh Meadows) said he was 
willing to use capital funds to 
buy the property at a reason-
able price and that the city 
would choose a new owner 
and custodian once it receives 
feedback from residents who 
live in the area, Friends of 
Brinckerhoff and the Fresh 
Meadows Homeowners Civic 
Association.

Sharon Lee, a spokeswom-
an for Borough President 
Melinda Katz, said the city 
is currently studying options 
for buying back the property. 

Katz, Lancman and the 
city Parks Department “are 
aggressively pursuing the 
feasibility of the city acquir-
ing the Brinckerhoff Cem-
etery, although no decisions 
on this issue have yet been 
made,” Lee said.

In February, the Brinck-
erhoff Memorial Committee, 
a group formed in 2012 to 
preserve the cemetery, spoke 
to the City Council about buy-
ing back the property. The 
city Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission granted the 
property landmark status 
in August 2012 and the City 
Council sanctioned it in De-
cember 2012.

Former City Councilman 
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BY MADINA TOURE

Jazz giant and educa-
tor Clark Terry, a renowned 
trumpeter and flugelhorn 
playerwho lived in Queens 
and worked with numerous 
musicians in the borough, 
died over the weekend at the 
age of 94 in Pine Bluff, Ark.

His wife, Gwen Terry, an-
nounced his death on his Face-
book page Feb. 22, saying that 
he died peacefully surrounded 
by his family, students and 
friends.

“We will miss him every 
minute of every day, but he 
will live on through the beau-
tiful music and positivity that 
he gave to the world,” Gwen 
Terry wrote on his Facebook 
page. “Clark will live in our 
hearts forever.”

Terry was born in St. Lou-
is, Mo., in 1920. He attended 
Vashon High School in St. Lou-
is. He joined his high school 
band as a valve trombonist 
and at age 15, he became part 
of the Town Powell American 
Legion Post Band. After high 
school, he joined the Reuben 
and Cherry carnival band and 
later teamed up with the Dark-
town Scandal, blues singer 
and vaudeville performer Ida 
Cox’s band. 

From 1942 to 1945, he played 
with the U.S. Navy band at the 
Great Lakes Naval Training 
Center near Chicago. He sub-
sequently enjoyed stints in 
the bands of George Hudson, 
Charlie Barnet, Charlie Ven-
tura, Eddie Vinson and Count 
Basie. 

Both Miles Davis and Quin-
cy Jones, whom he worked 
with from 1959 to 1960, have 
named him as a key influence 
during the early stages of their 
careers. In 1951, he joined Duke 
Ellington’s orchestra where he 
stayed for eight years as a fea-
tured soloist. 

After he left Ellington’s 

band, he joined the “Tonight 
Show” band, making him one 
of the first black Americans 
employed in a network TV 
band. He played with the band 
from 1960 to 1972, under Skitch 
Henderson and Doc Severins-
en. His recording, “Mumbles,” 
in which he mumbles a scat vo-
cal solo, became popular dur-
ing this time. 

In 1991, he received the 
National Endowment for the 
Arts Jazz Masters fellowship, 
the country’s highest honor in 
jazz. 

He was a resident of Bay-
side and also resided in the 
Dorie Miller Houses, a co-op 
apartment complex in Corona. 
He received a Grammy Life-
time Achievement Award in 
2010. He was also the subject of 
the 2014 documentary “Keep 
on Keepin’” about his work 
mentoring Justin Kauflin, a 
blind pianist. 

Jazz musician Jimmy 
Heath, 88, said he had known 
Terry since 1960 when Terry 
performed on his second al-
bum, “Really Big!,” at the 
time. 

“He told me that he liked 
my music so much that he per-

formed on my recordings for 
union scale,” Heath said. “I 
didn’t have to pay him extra 
and that was a shock to me be-
cause he was already a great 
jazz artist.” 

He said Terry introduced 
him to the Dorie Miller Hous-
es, where has been living since 
1964, and that he owes much of 
his success and career to him.

“He was one of the nicest 
human beings,” he added. “I 
owed him a lot in my career 
because Clark got me here ... 
he also got me playing on jazz 
cruises and I owe him a lot for 
my success and my life.”

Clyde Bullard, a jazz pro-
ducer for Flushing Town Hall, 
said he produced Terry several 
times at Flushing Town Hall 
with theNEA Jazz Masters. 
He referred to Terry as a “me-
lodic giant” admired by young 
instrumentalists from Queens 
College and NYU, for example. 

“Clark would take his trumpet 
out and explain different ways to 
think in terms of playing improvised 
solos,” Bullard said. “He was very 
sharing in terms of his knowledge 
because he was very competent. He 
was a giant, very well temperament-
ed musician.”

Continued on Page 22

The city is studying options for buying back the Brinckerhoff Colonial 
Cemetery in Fresh Meadows.

Clark Terry bolted a trademark flugelhorn to the lamp post outside his 
house in Bayside.   Photo by Michael Shain

City considers buying 
Fresh Mds. cemetery

Clark Terry left mark
Jazz musician recalled as man of great talent, kindness
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BY BILL PARRY

The Museum of the Mov-
ing Image will open a major 
new exhibition March 14 cel-
ebrating “Mad Men,” one of 
the most acclaimed television 
series in recent decades, as 
the show begins its final sea-
son. The exhibition, “Matthew 
Weiner’s Mad Men,” will fea-
ture large-scale sets including 
Don Draper’s office and the 
Draper kitchen, over 25 iconic 
costumes, hundreds of props, 
advertising art, video clips, 
and personal notes and re-
search material from Weiner.

Emmy Award-winner Wein-
er, the show’s creator, writer, 
and executive producer, will 
appear at the Museum March 
20 for a conversation about the 
creation and production of the 
series that has aired on AMC 
since 2007.

“‘Mad Men’ is much more 
than a popular television se-
ries, it has become a cultural 
touchstone inspiring a re-
newed interest in a critical 

time in the country’s history,” 
said Barbara Miller, MOMI 
curator of the collection and 
exhibitions. “With the gener-
ous participation of Matthew 
Weiner and his production 
team, we are able to reveal 
how Weiner’s profound com-
mitment to exploring cultural 

history and human relation-
ships informed the production 
of ‘Mad Men’ and offer unique 
insight into the creative pro-
cess behind the series.”

Set in a 1960s Madison Av-
enue advertising firm, “Mad 
Men” follows the professional 
and personal life of Don Drap-

er, played by John Hamm. The 
series, distributed by Lions-
gate, has won 15 Emmys and 
four Golden Globes.

Writers Guild of America 
ranked “Mad Men” seventh 
on a list of the 101 best written 
television series of all time.

“We are grateful to AMC, 

Lionsgate and the extraordi-
narily talented team of cre-
ative professionals behind 
‘Mad Men’ for giving us an 
unprecedented degree of ac-
cess to objects that inform and 
define this landmark televi-
sion series,” MOMI Executive 
Director Carl Goodman said. 

The museum, at 36-01 35th 
Ave. in Astoria, explores film, 
television and digital media by 
presenting exhibitions, educa-
tion programs and screenings. 
Over 50,000 students visit the 
theater each year.

“Museum of the Moving 
Image brings a unique cura-
torial vision to the making of 
‘Mad Men,’ a show whose poet-
ic storytelling and meticulous 
craftsmanship is unparal-
leled,” AMC President Char-
lie Collier said. “In addition 
to putting AMC on the map, 
‘Mad Men’ is credited for help-
ing usher in the second Gold-
en Age of Television. I cannot 
think of any other television 
series more worthy of an exhi-
bition of this scale at MOMI.”

“Mad Men,” the popular television series entering its final season, will be the subject of a major exhibition at 
the Museum of the Moving Image. Photo courtesy Lionsgate

‘Mad Men’ exhibit comes to Kaufman Art District
  

Creator of acclaimed television series involved as hit show begins fi nal season next month

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed
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BY BILL PARRY

Former state Sen. George 
Onorato, who represented 
western Queens for nearly 30 
years, died last Saturday at 
the age of 86. Onorato served 
the borough in Albany from 
1983 to 2010, as a member of 
multiple committees, includ-
ing the task force on Water-
front Development.

“George Onorato will al-
ways be part of the fabric of 
western Queens,” state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
said. “He dedicated his long 
and healthy life serving oth-
ers and making communities 
he represented better places 
to live.”

Gianaris, who succeeded 
him in District 12, added, 
“George Onorato served our 
country, our state and our 
neighborhoods in a way that 
made a positive difference in 

people’s lives. I will miss him. 
My thoughts are with his fam-
ily at this difficult time. May 
his memory be eternal.”

When he retired, Onorato 
was the Senate Democrats’ 
oldest member at 82 years. He 
had served as the chairman 
of the Committee on Labor 
during the Democrats’ time 
in the majority, advocating 
for working families, senior 
citizens and young people, 
but he ran into opposition in 
2009 when he voted “no” on 
gay marriage.

Onorato graduated from 
Long Island City High School 
and served in the U.S. Army 
from 1950 to 1952. 

“The community has lost 
a beloved leader and friend,” 
Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria) said. 
“He served our community 
with distinction and will be 

BY SADEF ALI KULLY

NYPD Commissioner Wil-
liam Bratton spoke to the 
southeast Queens community 
in an effort to shelve the notion 
of police bias against minori-
ties at a Black History month 
celebration at the Greater Al-
len AME Church in Jamaica 
Tuesday morning. 

 A prayer from Rev. Floyd 
Flake followed by an introduc-
tory speech by U.S. Rep. Greg-
ory Meeks (D-Jamaica) set the 
tone for the message from the 
event: that communities and 
police should work together to 
overcome their struggles. 

“Maybe that is what is in 
the struggle. We don’t see each 
other, we have to learn to see 
each other in each other,” 
Meeks said as he introduced 
Bratton. 

“In so many ways that 

count, Black History Month is 
American History Month, be-
cause American history and 
the black experience are inex-
tricable. And both are inextri-

cable from policing,” Bratton 
said as he began his address to 
the black leaders and commu-
nity members. 

He pointed out that slavery, 
which he called “the country’s 
original sin,” was enforced by 
police.  He also noted the death 
of James Powell, who was shot 
and killed by a police officer, 
caused the 1964 riots in Har-
lem.  In the ‘ 70s and 80s crime 
rates soared, earning New 
York City the nickname “Fear 
City.” 

In the ‘90s, the city took 
strong initiatives to bring 
crime down and it was met 
with success, with crimes at 
their lowest point since 1993. 

“But despite this magnifi-
cent accomplishment, we’ve 
seen in the past years that 
police actions can still be a 
flash point. And everywhere, 

BY MADINA TOURE

When state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) first joined the Independent 
Democratic Conference, a group of 
rogue Democrats in the state Senate, 
he praised the group for its ability to 
overcome partisan lines and get things 
done. 

Now that Republicans have the ma-
jority in the upper chamber of the state 
Senate, he concedes “the jury might 
still be out” on whether the IDC re-
mains relevant. 

But he insists that the group is still 
relevant, saying that it continues to 
have a working relationship with the 
Republican conference and still has 
influence. 

“We have the ability to hopefully 
put bills on the floor,” Avella said in 
an interview last week. “We hopefully 
have the ability to be a serious part of 
the budget negotiations and we have 
relevance. As long as we can get things 
done that I think are important for my 
constituents and New Yorkers, this is a 
good thing.”

And he emphasizes that since he 
joined the group, he has been able to 
pass a number of bills.

Last year, he said, he was able to 
get $6.5 million in capital funds  for his 
district, which includes $1.7 million 

for the schools, $1.3 million for parks, 
a $2 million grant to Queens College 
to update its science and research labs 
and $100,000 for three senior centers in 
danger of closing. He was also able to 
allocate $500,000 to the MTA to study 
the bus service in northeast Queens.

“Look at the 17 bills that I got passed 
last year,” he said. “If I had been in the 
Democratic conference, that would not 

have happened.”
The IDC is a five-member faction 

of breakaway Democrats. Its current 
members are Avella; Sen. Jeff Klein (D-
Bronx), IDC head; Sen. David Carlucci 
(D-Rockland/Westchester); Sen. David 
Valesky (D-Oneida); and Sen. Diane 
Savino (D-Staten Island/Brooklyn). 

Last February, Avella said he would 
leave the formal Democratic Party to 
become a member of the IDC. 

In June, Democratic state senators 
in Albany agreed to re-establish ties 
between the mainstream party and the 
IDC in a move that would take effect af-
ter the fall 2014 elections. 

Avella said the agreement made 
last year during the campaign was 
that if they could form a Democratic 
majority, the IDC would still be a sepa-
rate conference but it would join with 
the Democratic conference to form a 
Democratic majority coalition. But the 
deal faltered given that the Republi-
cans won a majority.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) said Democrats should stick 
together to advance the “progressive 
agenda their constituents demand” 
and that Senate Republicans continue 
to block key proposals such as an in-
crease in the minimum wage, protec-
tions for women and real ethics re-
forms.

“Senators who have aligned them-
selves with the Republican opponents 
of these and other significant issues 
have not succeeded in making them a 
reality,” Gianaris said in an emailed 
statement. “As always, I look forward 
to working with all senators who share 
an interest in a New York that is more 
fair, equal and ethically sound so that 
we can achieve a government that 
looks out for all New Yorkers.”

Robert Pecorella, associate profes-
sor of government and politics at St. 
John’s University, said the IDC was a 
“great idea” when the Democrats got 
into the majority and that it is success-
ful at getting “the right and the left to 
talk to each other.”

But with a Republican majority, he 
said, the IDC is “largely irrelevant.” 
He suggested that Sen. Dean Skelos, 
the Republican majority leader, from 
Nassau, may be maintaining his rela-
tionship with Klein and the rest of the 
IDC because the Republicans could 
need them again in the future. 

“It’s a numbers question,” Pecorella 
said. “You need 32 votes to pass. Right 
now, the Republicans don’t need the 
IDC for that. In the future, Skelos 
might need that bridge, but right now 
they’re a bridge without necessity.” 

Pecorella said the IDC could be-

Police Commissioner William 
Bratton at the Greater Allen AME 
Church in Jamaica spoke frank-
ly about getting more minori-
ties on the police force.  

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

IDC still powerful in the Senate: Avella
St. John’s professor says breakaway Dem group has lost infl uence with GOP in majority 

Bratton talks ‘hard truths’ 
for NYPD and community

Onorato remembered
for decades of service

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 30

Continued on Page 40

State Sen. Tony Avella makes a point. 
Photo by Michael Shain 
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY
 
Fiery, vermillion and 

saffron-colored dragons, the 
beating thunder of the drums, 
and the vibrant lions danc-
ing down Main Street almost 
made the Flushing Lunar New 
Year parade viewers forget the 
cold temperature Saturday 
morning.

The stars of the parade 
were the dragons and bright 
costumes from the World Jour-
nal, a Chinese daily newspa-
per based in Flushing, and the 
costumed dancing maidens. 

“I have been coming to this 
parade for almost 30 years and 
I love it,” said Barbara Krieger, 
from Port Washington. “This 
year, they had everything on-
line so I was able to find out 
when and what time the pa-
rade was going to happen.”

The Lunar New Year, also 
known as the Spring Festival, 
is being celebrated by over 
one billion Asians across the 
world. 

“I grew up in San Francisco 
and have so many childhood 
memories of the Lunar Year 
parade there,” said Shana 
Maron-Ames, an actress from 
Manhattan, who would miss 
the Manhattan Lunar New 
Year parade due to work. 

The year is the Year of the 
Yang, translated as horned or 
a hoofed animal, which could 

be the year of the sheep, the 
ram, or the goat, depending on 
the Asian origin. It represents 
prosperity, peace and good for-
tune for the coming year.   

“It doesn’t really matter, 
one zodiac symbol is not more 
or less important than the 
other. But to be more specific, 
the goat makes more sense as 
the symbol because it is more 
common in China,” said Pro-
fessor Yunzhong Shu, associ-
ate professor in the Chinese 
Department of Asian Studies 
at Queens College. 

The red, green, yellow and 
white lions in the parade cast 
off potential evil spirits or bad 
luck in the coming year. 

“It is to bring good luck. 
In many events, people feed 
lettuce to the lion and then 
we spit the lettuce back out 
for good luck. The lettuce rep-
resents fortune and the lion 
represents the cleansing,” 
said Sunny Tam, a lion dancer 
from the Staten Island Lions, 
a group that performs the art 

BY MADINA TOURE

A group family day-care 
center in Woodhaven can-
not provide care after police 
found narcotics and more than 
$2,000 cash in the basement of 
its building, according to the 
New York State Office of Chil-
dren and Family Services. 

The license of the day-care 
center, My Precious Moments, 
on the first floor of a residen-
tial home at 85-09 88th Ave. 
in Woodhaven, has been sus-
pended, according to records 
on the OCFS website. The last 
inspection of the center took 
place Feb. 23, and the center 
currently has nine uncorrect-
ed violations. 

An OCFS spokeswoman 
said the provider, Berca 
Gomez, has 10 days to request 

a hearing. 
“The provider has 10 days 

to appeal that ruling or they 
will eventually be shut down 
permanently if they don’t re-
quest a hearing or if it goes to 
a hearing and they don’t win,” 
she said.

My Precious Moments 
could not be reached for com-
ment. 

Police arrested Michael 
Gomez, 24, who lives at the 
residential home at 85-09 88th 
Ave. and whose parents run 
My Precious Moment, Feb. 19 
about 5:15 a.m., police said. His 
friend, Selestino Rodriguez, 
23, who lives at 61-01 Bleecker 
St. in Ridgewood,  was arrest-
ed at the same time, the NYPD 
said.

The warrant was granted 
following an investigation in-
volving narcotic sales at the 
location, the authorities said. 

The police recovered rough-
ly 7 ounces of MDMA, 4 ounces 
of marijuana and $2,438 in the 
basement, where Gomez and 
Rodriguez were found, police 

BY MADINA TOURE

Fifty years after Malcolm 
X was assassinated in Man-
hattan’s Audubon Ballroom, 
historians and politicians 
alike say his teachings and 
principles remain relevant 
today. 

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks 
(D-Jamaica) said he would 
not be where he is today with-
out a leader like Malcolm X, 
noting that his teachings still 
apply today.

“He was an individual 
who taught himself in pris-
on, reading the dictionary, 
and continued to evolve his 
philosophy to make sure it 
was making a difference in 
the lives of individuals who 
needed someone to be their 
vocal chord,” Meeks said. 

He also said there should 
be more comprehensive black 
history taught in schools be-
yond February’s Black His-
tory Month and that Malcolm 
X’s connection to Queens 
needs to be brought to the 
forefront.

“Some people don’t real-
ize that tie and it’s some-
thing that I think we should, 
because it’s part of Queens’ 
history,”Meeks said. “It 
should be spoken about 
more.” 

Born Malcolm Little on 
May 19, 1925, in Omaha, 
Neb., Malcolm X was a black 
nationalist leader who rep-
resented the Nation of Islam 
in the 1950s and the 1960s. 
He and his wife, Betty, raised 
their four daughters in East 
Elmhurst.

He was assassinated Feb. 
21, 1965 at the Audubon Ball-
room in Manhattan where he 
was getting ready to give a 
speech. Three gunmen went 
onstage and shot him 15 times 
at close range.

Talmadge Hayer, Norman 
3X Butler and Thomas 15X 
Johnson, were convicted of 
first-degree murder in March 
1966. They were all members 
of the Nation of Islam.

Speaking before students 
at the Merrick Academy in 
Springfield Gardens last 
month, Malcolm X’s daugh-
ter, Ilyasah Shabazz, pointed 
to the cover of her book, 
“Malcolm Little,” which fea-
tures Malcolm as a “young, 
impressionable child.”

“He would grow up to be-
come one of the world’s great-
est leaders for human rights 

for all people,” Shabazz said 
during the Jan. 17 event. 
“One of the greatest leaders 
around the world. And so it 
says we have to celebrate and 
prepare you now while you 
are nice and young.”

Richard Hourahan, col-
lections manager for the 
Queens Historical Society, 
said he heard Malcolm X 
speak for the first time on the 
radio when he was about 13 
years old. He said Malcolm 
X sounded pessimistic about 
the state of the United States 
at the time. 

The way that he is per-
ceived changes from one time 
period to the next, Hourahan 
said.

“His outlook on the world 
developed tremendously in 
the last six, 12 months of 
his life and he was getting a 
greater and greater interna-
tional following,” Hourahan 
said. “Nobody even looks at 
that. They get the Malcolm 
they want. They use him for 
their own purposes.”

When he first moved to 
Queens, he said, he was sur-
prised that people were not 
interested in learning about 
Malcolm X, given that he 
lived in the borough. 

“When I first came to 
Queens, I wondered why no-
body cared about Malcolm 
in Queens. They wouldn’t 
talk about Malcolm,” he said. 
“This place should be a land-
mark. This is in the late ‘60s...
they should be honored that 
Malcolm X lived here.”

State Sen. James Sanders 
(D-South Ozone Park) has 
called for a reinvestigation of 
the events surrounding Mal-
colm X’s death.

“No matter how many de-
cades have passed since the 
death of El-Hajj Malik El-Sha-
bazz, those responsible must 

Police found drugs and cash at a 
Woodhaven home that also oper-
ates as a day-care center. 

Google Earth

MALCOLM X

The star of the show, the head of a slinky dragon costume, is unloaded 
in the early hours before the Lunar New Year event in Flushing.  

Photo by Michael Shain

Historians, pols weigh 
legacy of Malcolm X

Daycare under investigation   

Lions cast off evil
Flushing rings in Lunar New Year with lively parade

Continued on Page 40
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

St. Francis Prep celebrated 
the life of its legendary coach 
while saying a final goodbye.

A crowd of approximately 
200 people made up of fam-
ily, friends, former players 
and rival coaches packed the 
school’s auditorium at the fu-
neral mass for football coach 
Vince O’Connor on Feb. 19. 
O’Connor died on Valentine’s 
Day at the age of 85. 

He coached 62 seasons at 
the school, including last year. 
O’Connor won 341 games and 
a record 16 CHSFL title. All 
fondly remembered the per-
son behind all those accom-
plishments and the manner in 
which he conducted himself 
while living his life.

“He really was a guy that 
was there to offer his services 
to whoever needed it, whether 
it was your rival, whoever you 
were playing or whether it was 
your own team,” said associ-
ate head coach Richie Carroll, 
who also played for O’Connor. 

“He was there to reach out a 
hand to help.”

A row of flowers sat across 
the stage along with the por-
trait of O’Connor that nor-
mally resides in the school’s 
fitness center, which is named 
after him. The team’s current 
players sat together with their 
jerseys on. Behind them sat 
former players spanning six 
decades, including Rutgers 
football coach Kyle Flood and 
former NFL tight end Marco 
Battaglia, who returned to pay 
their respects to the man they 
considered a father figure who 
cared as much for them as they 
did for him. 

SFP President Bro. Leonard 
Conway thanked O’Connor 
and his family for his service 
to the school.  During his 
eulogy Flood recalled when 
O’Connor attended his first 
bowl game as Rutgers coach, 
even making sure to take 
notes to review with him after 
the contest.

“He was there because he 
was always there,” Flood said. 

“He was always there for ev-
erybody.”

O’Connor cared for more 
than just his football family. 
His son Martin fittingly start-
ed his eulogy with a whistle 
blow, a yell of ‘Varsity line up!” 
and copy of the belly offense on 
a yellow legal pad that helped 

make O’Connor famous and a 
winner. He then spoke of the 
man who taught his own fami-
ly about commitment, compas-
sion and striving to be the best 
at what you love. He would sit 
for hour with his grandson as 
he learned to play the violin, 
always telling him to practice 

for five more minutes. 
“Dad was never afraid of 

making mistakes,” Martin 
O’Connor said. “If you make 
mistakes, know there is an-
other day to get up and try 
again.”

Once the mass ended the 
family proceeded out with the 
casket. They walked through 
the hallway outside the au-
ditorium lined with school’s 
current football players. The 
kids sang the St. Francis Prep 
fight song as one last tribute to 
a man who had given so much 
of his life to St. Francis Prep. 
The casket was loaded into a 
hearse with a St. Francis Prep 
decal on the door. O’Connor, 
who taught people so much 
by how he lived, was buried at 
Mount St. Mary’s cemetery. 

“He never yelled,” Batta-
glia said. “He just expected 
the best and if you weren’t 
on board, you just weren’t on 
board. That’s how I live my 
life: expect the best and do ev-
erything in your power to be 
the best.”

St. Francis Prep football players line the hallway and sing the team fight 
song as longtime coach Vincent O’Connor’s casket is carried out of the 
school auditorium following his funeral. 

St. Francis Prep bids farewell to its coach
Hundreds of mourners fl ock to school for football legend Vince O’Connor’s funeral 
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

A Queens grand jury has 
indicted a Long Island man 
on hate crime charges for al-
legedly ramming his pick-up 
truck into a Sikh and dragging 
his body along the street be-
fore fleeing the scene in Ozone 
Park,  the Queens District At-
torney office said. 

According to the criminal 
complaint, the victim, San-
deep Singh, 29, and three of 
his friends were standing at 
the intersection of 101st Av-
enue and 99th Street July 30 
when a pick-up truck driven 
by 55-year-old Joseph Caleca 
from Setauket approached the 
group and he allegedly said, 
“Move your [expletive] ass.” 
You’re [expletive] slow, you 
[expletive] Osama. Go back to 
your country.”

The complaint also alleges 
that Caleca had parked his 
truck to confront Singh and 
his friends, but then returned 
to his vehicle and drove head-
on into Singh, who became 
trapped under the truck.  Ca-
leca is charged with dragging 
Singh along the street until 

his body dislodged, at which 
point Caleca fled the scene, 
according to the court papers 
filed by the Queens DA.

 Court documents showed 
that Caleca was arraigned in a 
nine-count indictment charg-
ing him with attempted murder 
as a hate crime and assault as 
a hate crime, criminal posses-
sion of a weapon and leaving 
the scene without reporting. 

“The defendant is accused 
of an unprovoked attack that 
allegedly began with the de-
fendant driving by the victim 
and his friends and calling 
him a terrorist and ordering 
him to leave the country. Af-
ter an exchange of words, the 
defendant allegedly struck the 
victim intentionally with his 
vehicle and dragged him along 
the street,” DA Richard Brown 
said. 

Singh was taken to a 
Queens hospital, where he re-
ceived treatment for his inju-
ries, which included surgery 
for internal bleeding and sev-
eral staples to his mid-section. 

The Singh family has re-
quested privacy from the press 
since last week’s indictment, 

according to the Sikh Coali-
tion.

The Sikh Coalition, a na-
tional advocacy group for 
members of the Sikh faith;  
Council on American-Islamic 
Relations, a national Muslim 
civil liberties advocacy orga-

nization;  and the Richmond 
Hill-based Sikh Cultural soci-
ety, in protest called Caleca’s 
actions hate crime last year 
after his arrest. 

“The community hopes that 
we get justice in this case. His 
case is illustrative of what we 

are trying to do,” said Rajdeep 
Singh, senior law and policy 
director at the Sikh Coalition.

After four major attacks 
against Sikh communities 
across the country in 2014, in-
cluding Sandeep Singh’s case, 
the Sikh Coalition pushed the 
FBI to make changes in hate 
crime tracking by including 
minority religious groups in its 
data. 

“Tracking a hate crime is 
not a victory, the victory is 
when hate crimes stop,” said 
Rajdeep Singh. “We should 
all be working on eliminat-
ing hate crimes and that’s the 
value of this data.”   

According to the Sikh Co-
alition, including religious 
minorities in tracking hate 
crimes will lead to better and 
more focused training, which 
in turn will result in more 
thorough investigations and 
prevention programs.  

Caleca, who was initially 
arrested in August 2014, was 
remanded on continuing bail 
and his next court date is April 
22. Caleca faces up to 25 years 
in prison if convicted, the DA 
said.

Due to the nature of his injuries, Sandeep Singh talked to the media on 
a televised conference last year after being run over by a pickup truck. 
The driver, Joseph Caleca of Setauket, L. I., is now being charged with a 
hate crime, the Queens DA says. 

L.I. man charged in Ozone Park hate crime
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POLICE 

Blotter
ASTORIA — A College Point resi-

dent has been charged with assaulting 
a 78-year-old man last week and rob-
bing him of more than $400 in cash he 
was holding as he made a purchase at 
a newsstand, according to Queens Dis-
trict Attorney Richard Brown.

The man, Charles Piccolo, 38, of Col-
lege Point, was charged with robbery, 
assault and criminal possession of a 
weapon, Brown said. If convicted, he 
faces up to 15 years in prison. 

The 78-year-old victim was buying 
cigarettes at a newsstand in front of 22-
14 31st St. in Astoria at about 10:14 a.m. 
Feb. 18 when he reached into his pocket 
and removed about $430 in cash, the 
DA said. 

As he was waiting for his purchase, Piccolo allegedly approached him from 
behind, grabbed him and swung him to the ground, Brown said.

FLUSHING —A Columbia Univer-
sity professor was charged with a mis-
demeanor for allegedly assaulting her 
boyfriend, the former head of the 109th 
Precinct, who she said cheated on her, 
according to Manhattan District At-
torney Cyrus Vance.

The professor, Joann Baney, 54, 
who teaches in the Executive MPA pro-
gram at Columbia University’s School 
of International and Public Affairs, 
was charged with assault, attempted 

assault and harassment, according to 
the criminal complaint for allegedly 
assaulting her boyfriend, Walter Frey, 
46, a former 109th Precinct sergeant, at 
their Upper West Side home. He retired 
in 2011.

He allegedly had a cut behind his 
left ear and a cut to the right side of his 
neck, with bleeding and redness to the 
area around the cuts, the complaint 
said.

ASTORIA — The NYPD was still 
searching for a 63-year-old Astoria 
man with early onset dementia who 
has been missing since Feb.12. 

When he was last seen, Philip Ara-
badjis was not wearing shoes or a jack-
et.

A $10,000 reward has been posted, 
by his family, for any information that 
helps the search for Arabadjis who has 
a medical history that includes schizo-
phrenia and diabetes. 

Arabadjis is 5-feet, 11-inches tall 
and weighs 290 pounds with brown 
and gray hair and brown eyes.

Arabadjis was wearing a blue flan-
nel shirt and black sweatpants when 
he was last seen. 

Anyone with information is asked 
to call police at the 114th Precinct at 
718-626-9335 with Case # 2015-349 or 
Complaint Report #2015-114-01280.

A College Point man has been charged with 
assaulting a 78-year-old store owner. 

Photo courtesy of NYPD

Astoria man with dementia still missing

Former 109th head assaulted by girlfriend: DA

College Pt. resident robbed elderly man: DA
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BY KATHLEEN WARNOCK
Gay City News

 It all started with the big 
drum.

“I had built the biggest 
drum in the world, 15 feet in 
diameter,” Brian Fleming 
said. “The drum they called 
the biggest drum in the 
world, it looked like a little 
bongo compared to mine!”

Fleming, who lives in 
County Clare, Ireland, de-
cided that the world’s larg-
est drum needed to come to 
America. For St. Patrick’s 
Day.

“I phoned up the Fifth 
Avenue parade, and they 
said they don’t do floats,” he 
recalled. “So I found the St. 
Pat’s for All Parade and [its 
founder] Brendan Fay, and it 
turned out he was on his way 
to Dublin. So we ended up 
meeting. And I was thinking: 
a New York City gay rights 
activist, this guy was going 
to be dressed like Elton John 
or Liberace, but he was just 
a raving normal guy and we 
got to talking and talking 
and talking… I could see how 
passionate he was about the 
parade, and he could see how 
passionate I was about my 
drum.”

The drum never made it to 
New York. It would have cost 
a fortune to ship it. But the 
Irish Department of Foreign 

Affairs did send Fleming and 
several other Irish musicians 
to the St. Pat’s for All Parade, 
the inclusive parade in Sun-
nyside, begun in response 
to Manhattan’s exclusion of 
LGBT groups. It was the start 
of a relationship that has 
spanned more a decade and 
encompassed dozens of musi-
cians, concerts, parades, and 
now a solo show, “A Sacrile-
gious Lesbian & Homosexual 
Parade,” written and per-
formed by Fleming. Directed 
by Raymond Keane, it’s hav-
ing its U.S. premiere at Frig-
id NY, for six performances 
at Under St. Mark’s Theater.

When he got to New York, 
Fleming “couldn’t believe 
the drama going on around 
the parade and what Irish-
Americans were saying 
about it, and that the church 
was sort of lining up against 
Brendan. At that point in 
Ireland, we were just start-
ing to have a lot of influx of 
immigrants. We had one Ni-
gerian member in our band, 
playing djembe, and then we 
get to Queens and finally got 
to see the actual melting pot 
that people talk about all the 
time in places where it hasn’t 
happened, Queens, where 
you have every race under 
the sun living together and 
mostly getting on.”

On the day of the parade, 

BY BILL PARRY

This Sunday’s 16th annual 
St. Pat’s for All Parade in Sun-
nyside will be a homecoming 
for Steven Malone, the very 
public face of the Central Park 
horse-carriage industry, who 
was born and raised in the 
neighborhood. 

As spokesman for Histori-
cal Carriages of Central Park, 
Malone has been fighting May-
or Bill de Blasio’s attempts to 
ban carriage horses from the 
streets.

“It’s an absolute honor to be 
able to march in the parade,” 
Malone said. “It will be our 
first time and hopefully not 
the last.” 

At least 15 carriage owners 
will fall in behind Malone as 
he drives his horse-drawn car-
riage and makes his way along 
the parade route starting at 2 
p.m. at 43rd Street and Skill-
man Avenue. 

“We are also bringing in 
carriage operators from all 
over North America for a con-
vention this week, so hope-
fully we’ll bring along some 
out-of-towners and give them a 
look at my hometown,” Malone 
said.

De Blasio has been invited 
to march for the second year 
in a row, but organizers said he 
has not yet confirmed whether 
he will attend. City Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viveri-
to (D-Manhattan), who agrees 
with the mayor’s efforts on the 
ban, will be there.

“We just want to show them 
what kind of punch we have in 
this part of Queens going back 
to the days of Walter McCaf-
frey,” Malone said. “If the may-
or comes, I’ll welcome him to 
my neighborhood. I’ll be cor-
dial, but I’ll also let him know 
that we’re not going to be run 
out of our neighborhood be it 
our jobs or our train yards.”

Politics is nothing new at 
the St. Pat’s for All, which be-
gan as a gay-pride parade after 
LGBT groups were banned 
from marching under their 
own banners in the Fifth Av-
enue parade in 1993. 

“When we say we are in-
clusive, it means we welcome 
community groups, unions, 
any and all opinions,” founder 
Brendan Fay said. “Of course, 
the Historical Carriages of 
Central Park is most welcome 
to march here, most of them 
are Irish and live in Sun-

nyside, by the way. I’m sure 
they will have a lot of support 
amongst the crowd whether 
the mayor marches or not.”

The parade has become 
more of a community event in 
the last several years, draw-
ing huge crowds. Fay expects 
at least 2,000spectators on 
Sunday despite the No. 7 sub-
way being out of service from 
Times Square to the Broad-
way-74th St. station in Jackson 
Heights. 

“It continues to grow in 
popularity because of the sup-
port of the neighborhood and 
its businesses like the Skill-
man Project and the Sunnyside 
Boulevard Bars,” Fay said. 

The parade will have two 
grand marshals this year: 
Kerry Kennedy, who is presi-
dent of the Robert F. Kennedy 
Center for Justice and Human 
Rights and one of his daugh-
ters, and Brian O’Byrne, a 
Tony Award-winning actor.

Meanwhile, Steve Cassidy, 
the president of the Uniformed 
Firefighters Association of 
New York, has been named 
Grand Marshal of the 40th an-
nual Queens County St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade to be held 
March 7 in Rockaway Beach. 
Cassidy leads the nation’s larg-
est local firefighters union, 
representing 8,100 active and 
14,000 retired NYC firefight-
ers. This year marks the FD-

NY’s 150th anniversary.
“It’s a great honor and priv-

ilege to be selected to lead the 
march,” Cassidy said. “This 
event and what it means to 
generations of Americans of 
Irish heritage can simply not 
be measured. Our great nation 
was founded by immigrants, 
like my Irish grandparents 
and great grandparents, who 
came here to work hard and 
establish a better life for their 
children. For them to see one 
of their descendants honored 
at the head of the parade would 
bring great joy as it does to 
me.”

The parade, which attracts 
up to 50,000 spectators and fea-
tures a number of marching 
bands, bagpipes, drummers 
and more, steps off at 1 p.m. at 
Beach 129th Street and New-
port Avenue. It will continue 
down Rockaway Beach Boule-
vard and finish at St. Camillus 
on Beach 100th Street.

“Steve Cassidy is a promi-
nent Irish labor leader who 
proudly promotes his Irish 
heritage and culture,” Queens 
Parade Committee Chairman 
Michael Benn said. “Given 
this is the 150th anniversary 
of the FDNY and the signifi-
cant contributions of New 
York City firefighters across 
our city and locally, this was a 
natural selection.”

Brian Fleming presents his tongue-in-cheek, one-man play about get-
ting into the St. Pat's Day Parade,  “A Sacrilegious Lesbian  Homosexual 
Parade,” at Frigid New York. Photo courtesy of Gay City News

Carriage industry spokesman Steven Malone returns to his home-
town of Sunnyside for Sunday’s St. Pat’s for All Parade. 

Photo courtesy Steven Malone

Subplots in Sunnyside
Tough crowd awaits de Blasio if he decides to march

Irishman pens play 
on St. Pat’s for All

Continued on Page 28
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BY BILL PARRY
 
The guardian of the Gantry is 

gone.
Bill Bylewski, the founder and long-

time president of Friends of Gantry for 
17 years, has died at the age of 53. He 
was diagnosed with cancer less than 
six months ago.

When Bylewski, a professional proj-
ect manager and interior designer, 
moved into the City Lights building in 
1995, he started the community group 
that began cleaning the waterfront and 
making it accessible to the people of 
Long Island City.

“What you see at Gantry Plaza State 
Park and Hunter Point South Park are 
because of Bill’s tireless advocacy and 
his actions,” Coffeed founder Frank 
Raffaele said. “He assembled an amaz-
ing team that has helped the water-
front thrive and as a result has been 
integrally important in the overall 

growth of LIC. He was a gentle man — 
but he was strong and powerful. When 
he spoke all listened.”

Raffaele first met Bylewski when he 
was an adviser for city Parks Depart-
ment Commissioner Henry Stern in 
the mid-90s. 

“He worked tirelessly to open up 
the Queens waterfront parks to all,” 
Raffaele said. “He knew they were 
treasures and he knew that Queens 
residents deserved outstanding public 
spaces. Without his efforts those parks 
could have been developed and access 
to the beautiful river blocked by big 
box stores like at Costco just south of 
Socrates Sculpture Park.”

Mark Christie, the president of 
Friends of Hunters Point Library, was 
an original member in Friends of Gan-
try. 

“It hurts me personally to know 
how little recognition Bill has gotten 

BY BILL PARRY

New York City Schools Chancellor 
Carmen Fariña is encouraging parents 
across the city to make a direct impact 
on their child’s education by running 
for an Education Council seat. Par-
ents interested in becoming members 
of a Community or Citywide Educa-
tion Council can apply online at NYC-
ParentLeaders.org until March 11.

“The Community and Citywide Ed-
ucation Councils help shape education 
policies and maintain strong relation-
ships with families and the communi-
ty,” Fariña said last week. “Education 
Councils make important contribu-
tions to their communities and I want 
to encourage parents across the city to 
apply for a seat. We need strong CECs 
in every district and citywide.”

Elections take place every two 
years, and this year the Department 
of Education is engaging in a city-
wide effort to reach parents and raise 
awareness of these leadership roles in 
preparing students for college or the 
workforce. The 32 district CECs are re-
sponsible for approving school zoning 
lines, holding hearings on the Capital 
Plan, and providing additional input 
on important policy issues.

Citywide Councils evaluate and 
advise on school policy concerning 
their area of focus. Elected parent will 
receive training and leadership devel-
opment sessions, ensuring they are 

able to use their positions effectively to 
make their voices heard, advocate for 
students, and form functional Coun-
cils.

“Serving on an Education Council 
is rewarding because you have a direct 
influence on shaping education policies 
in your child’s school district,” CEC 24 
member Arlenis Morel said. “We are 
our kids’ fiercest advocates and Educa-
tion Councils allow us to ensure that 
their academic needs are met.”

CEC 24 covers a large swath of west-
ern Queens.

Schools Chancellor Carmen Farina en-
courages parents to get involved by run-
ning for an Education Council seat. 

Photo courtesy DOE

Friends of Gantry founder 
loses battle to cancer at 53

Schools chancellor asks
parents to run for CEC
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Continued on Page 40
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS

Bronx Times

The Bronx is home to an in-
novative program designed to 
make the criminal justice sys-
tem fairer to low-income resi-
dents.

The Bronx Freedom Fund, 
which recently put out a report 
on its fi rst year of operation, is 
the fi rst charitable bail fund in 
the state. The non-profi t orga-
nization posts bail for residents 
charged with misdemeanors, 
with a cap of $2000.

In her annual address, 
City Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito (D-Manhattan) 
called the fund’s operation 
“enormously successful” and 
announced her intention to 
create a citywide bail fund. 
In the meantime, a number of 
organizations throughout the 
city are working to replicate 
the Bronx’s program, fund 
manager Alyssa Work said.

The Bronx Freedom Fund 
was founded by Board Chair-
man David Feige, who saw the 
need for it while working as a 

public defender. Client after cli-
ent charged with misdemean-
ors could not fi nd the money 
for bail, he said, and they 
would plead guilty to avoid jail 
time while awaiting trial.

“I got sick and tired of see-
ing poor people forced to plead 
guilty over the kind of money 
a prosecutor spends on a week-
end get-a-way,” Feige said.

These people can’t risk 
missing days of work, losing 
their jobs and then possibly 
their apartments, Work said. 
Others have childcare to worry 
about, and some can’t risk los-
ing their place in a shelter by 
missing a night.

“Even a very short jail stay 
can have a really destructive 
effect on someone,” Work said.

People feel immense pres-
sure to plead guilty to avoid 
these negative consequences, 
she said, which means they 
don’t have the same opportu-
nity to fi ght their cases as peo-
ple who can afford to pay bail.

“The bail fund exists to 
level the playing fi eld,” Work 
said.

The single biggest determi-
nant of a misdemeanor case 

outcome is not the crime itself 
but whether or not you can af-
ford to buy your way out of jail, 
said Feige. 

In the fi rst year, 56 percent 
of the Bronx Freedom Fund’s 
clients have had their cases 
end in dismissal, with all 
charges dropped.

“That’s a staggering fi g-
ure,” said Feige.

Success is also shown in the 
number of clients who cooper-
ate when bailed out, Work said, 
since 98 percent attend every 
single hearing.

“People demonstrate that 

they’re willing to show up to 
court and fi ght the case,” she 
said. 

Their bail money then 
comes back in to the revolving 
fund to help another client.

But despite the apparent 
success of the program, it had 
a rocky start.

After sitting on the idea 
for years, Feige fi nally got the 
funding to launch in 2007. The 
fund operated for about a year 
and a half before it was shut 
down by a judge, who said it 
was operating in a legal gray 
area.

Feige took the issue to 
state legislators, including 
Sen. Gustavo Rivera (D-Kings-
bridge), to make charitable 
bail funds explicitly legal, and 
the law passed in 2012. The 
Bronx Freedom Fund started 
posting bail in November 2013, 
the fi rst program of its kind in 
the state.

That bill was the fi rst law 
Rivera got passed, and he said 
it is one he is particularly 
proud of because it makes the 
criminal justice system more 
just.

“It allows people to get bet-
ter outcomes to their cases, 
they avoid the negative conse-
quences of being incarcerated 
and it saves taxpayers’ money,” 
said Rivera. “It’s a win, win, 
win.”

One of the fund’s clients, 
Billy, was incredibly grateful 
to receive the program’s as-
sistance after he was charged 
with Driving Under the Infl u-
ence in 2013.

“If I would have gone to jail, 
I would have lost my job and 
everything I have,” Billy said. 
“The (fund) practically saved 
my life.” 

An innovative new program  to help indigent defendants in misdemean-
or cases city-wide raise up to $2,000 bail is getting a tryout in Bronx 
Criminal Court.

Bronx bail fund could become city model
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NEED MONEY FOR COLLEGE? 
BY MADINA TOURE

State Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-Flush-
ing) and Assemblywoman Nily Rozic 
(D-Fresh Meadows) announced legisla-
tion to create the Community College 
High-Technology Investment Program 
for community colleges at Queensbor-
ough Monday afternoon.

The program, known as C-CHIP, 
would award grants of up to $100,000 to 
community colleges to upgrade their 
educational, occupational and train-
ing services, which includes their labs, 
facilities and high-tech equipment. 

Assemblyman Edward Braunstein 
(D-Bayside), Assemblyman David We-
prin (D-Fresh Meadows) and Queens-
borough Community College Presi-
dent Diane Call were also present at 
the ceremony, held at QCC’s Academic 
Computer Center at 222-05 56th Ave. in 
Bayside. 

“We reiterate that this is all about 
traditional and workforce development 
training, $100,000 grants that would go 
really far in helping local community 
colleges statewide prepare students 
and workers for the high-tech industry 
and get them where they need to be in 
a competitive workforce,” Rozic said 

during the news conference.
Stavisky said the program takes 

into account that these are the fastest 
growing fields in workforce develop-
ment. 

“These are where the jobs are,” 
Stavisky said. “We’re not training 
somebody to sit at a linotype machine 
and type out newspaper copy the way 
they used to. Instead we have high-tech 
programs.” 

Weprin, who represented Queens-
borough Community College for 11 
years, said he has “seen Queensbor-
ough for many, many years grow,” not-
ing that the college is a pioneer in the 
industry. 

Braunstein commended the legisla-
tion as beneficial for the economy in 
the long term. 

“This relatively small investment 
in our community colleges will pay 
for itself many times over in increased 
economic activity and new tax rev-
enue,” he said.

Reach reporter Madina Toure by 
e-mail at mtoure@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4566.

Stavisky, Rozic announce 
tech program for colleges
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EDITORIAL

OTHER VOICES

 I am proud to say that Mr. 
Terry was our next door neigh-
bor in Bayside. When I was in 
elementary school, he introduced 
me to Archie Moore, who had the 
biggest hands I had ever seen.     
In the 1960s seat belts were not 
required. One day he invited all 
of us neighborhood kids to go for 
Carvel ice cream. There had to 
be eight of us loaded into his 1965 
Malibu convertible, which my 
brother later bought from him. 

 Mrs. Pauleen Terry was his 
wife and was a wonderful person 
who died early of cancer. I ran 
into his son Butch when he was 
working for Pan Am.  At that time 
in 1986 I was working in Switzer-
land and was listening to Voice of 
America Europe Radio when they 
were playing music and talking 
about Mr. Terry and his teaching 
of music to Quincy Jones to name 
a few. I decided to send him a post 

card. When I returned home, he 
sent me a post card telling me he 
was also in Switzerland at that 
time!

In Switzerland I had one of the 
best times of my life and got to see 
another legend in concert, Ray 
Charles. Music is a live root to 
everything and Mr. Terry is just 
that. True he passed and had a 
great life, but as he said the Music 
Keeps Keepin on!    Sadly I attend-
ed my friend Danny Young’s dad 
Snooky Young’s funeral in 2011. 
Mr. Terry and Snooky had a great 
friendship and from what Mr. 
Terry wrote about Snooky, they 
had nicknames for each other. 
The two played on the “Tonight 
Show” when it was in New York 
City. Funny how things go full 
circle. Johnny Carson’s license 
plate was 360GUY (all around 
guy). It is true.

Many years ago, Mr. Terry 

played out here in Hollywood. Ca-
lif. I took my Mom and Dad to see 
Mr. Terry, who dedicated a song 
to them. 

One thing I remember was the 
lamppost at Mr. Terry’s house, 
where he mounted a flugelhorn. I 
remember trying to play it. When 
I visit Bayside, that old horn 
placed there by Mr. Terry over 
50 years ago will have a special 
meaning to a great legend and 
neighbor. I hope the town of Bay-
side will recognize that. 

To Gwen, Butch and the re-
maining family and friends, he 
was a great, great man and will 
be missed! With happiness to 
have known him and sadness to 
lose him. 

 Ronnie Zahm
 California

PROUD MEMBER OF NEW YORK PRESS ASSOCIATION

BRIAN RICE
Publisher

ROZ LISTON
Editor

KEVIN ZIMMERMAN
News Editor

MICHAEL SHAIN
Photo Editor

JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Sports Editor

RALPH D’ONOFRIO
V.P. of Advertising

ADVERTISING
Senior Account Executive:
Kathy Wenk

Account Executives: 
David Strauss
Sherri Rossi
Suzanne Green
LeBert McBean
Enid Rodriguez

OFFICE MANAGER
Linda Lindenauer

CIRCULATION
Roberto Palacios

CEO:
Les Goodstein

PRESIDENT
Jennifer Goodstein

CLASSIFIED
Classified Director:
Amanda Tarley

Classified Sales 
Manager:
Eugena Pechenaya

EDITORIAL STAFF
Reporters: Bill Parry, 
Madina Toure, Sadef Kully
Photographers: Nat Valentine,
Ellis Kaplan, Norm Harris, 
Maria Lopez, Ken Maldonado, 
Yinghao Luo, Caroll Alvarado, 
William Thomas, Robert Cole
Cartoonist: Tip Sempliner
Contributing Writers/Columnists: 
Bob Harris, Kenneth Kowald, 
Suzanne Parker, Ronald B. 
Hellman, William Lewis, Bob 
Friedrich, Prem Calvin Prashad, 
Laura Rahill

ART & PRODUCTION 
Art Director: Leah Mitch
Layout Manager: 
Yvonne Farley
Designer: Earl Ferrer
Layout: Rod Ivey

The city DOT returned to Queens last week to in-
troduce the first of its Vision Zero plans to protect 
pedestrians in the borough.  The mayor’s initiative 
was launched in Queens a year ago after a series of 
high-profile deaths made pedestrian safety a top pri-
ority in the county.

 The Queens plan was developed by DOT officials, 
who drew on public workshops, 28 town hall meet-
ings, 10,000 comments from New Yorkers and data 
analysis.

 In the plan, the DOT has singled out 47 corridors, 
which account for only 6 percent of Queens streets 
but are the scene of half of the borough’s pedestrian 
injuries and deaths.

A total of 72 dangerous intersections have been 
identified as well as 17 square miles where crashes 
harming pedestrians are likely to occur.

 “Queens is a challenge,” DOT Commissioner 
Polly Trottenberg conceded when she unveiled the 
plan.

 Flushing, Elmhurst and Jamaica were cited as 
particularly risky areas for people on foot.

  Lawmakers welcomed the Pedestrian Safety 
Plan and the accompanying map, which pinpoints 
the areas that pose the greatest perils.

 The NYPD is collaborating with the DOT on the 
new initiative, which needs the police to add their 
muscle to the ambitious program.  The redesign/en-
gineering phase will involve expanding the time for 
pedestrians to cross busy thoroughfares, reworking 
signal timing to cut down on speeding and the instal-
lation of more safety cameras.

 It is gratifying to see the city follow through as prom-
ised on its Vision Zero plan for Queens, which too often 
has been waiting hat in hand for the second phase of ma-
jor efforts to materialize.

  In the first year of Vision Zero, Queens deaths 
dropped markedly from an average of 43 pedestrians 
killed in the 2011-2013 period, the DOT said.  Injuries also 
declined.

 But pedestrians still are dying on Queens streets.
 A woman was mowed down Sunday in Woodside.  

Several Queens lawmakers immediately pushed for 
legislation sponsored by state Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) that would make it a felony if a driver kills or se-
riously injures others and does not have a valid license.  
The driver’s vehicle would be impounded.

 The senator first introduced the legislation in 
2013 when a third grader was killed by an unlicensed 
truck driver in Woodside and again the next year 
when a woman in Maspeth was killed by a man with 
a suspended license.

 We urge Albany to pass this bill as the logical com-
plement to Mayor de Blasio’s Vision Zero for Queens.

VISION ZERO ACTION

RIP: Clark Terry, jazz musician
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READERS WRITE

 Intelligent Long Island 
Rail Road riders are not wait-
ing until 2023 for East Side 
Access to begin actual service 
into Grand Central Terminal 
(re“Another milestone met 
for East Side Access,”Bayside 
Times Feb. 20). They take ad-
vantage of existing options al-
ready available. Transferring 
at Woodside for the No. 7 ex-
press subway will take you to 
Grand Central Terminal in 15 
minutes. This is five minutes 
more than staying on to Penn 
Station or change at Queens 
Boro Plaza from the No. 7 
subway for either the N or Q 
subway, which will take you 
to 59th Street and Lexington 
Avenue in even less time. 

LIRR passengers disem-
barking at either Hunters 
Point or Long Island City can 
transfer to the No. 7 subway 
and arrive at Grand Central 
Terminal in under five min-
utes. There is also a ferry at 
Long Island City with con-
nections to 34th Street, Wall 
Street and other destinations.  
Another option for LIRR rides 

is to change at Jamaica for the 
E subway line.  The E line will 
take you to 53rd Street and 
Lexington Avenue.  You can 
also change from the E line to 
the F line at Union Turnpike.  
The F subway line takes you 
to 63rd Street and Lexington 
Avenue.  You can also change 
from the E line to the R line at 
Queensborough Plaza.  The R 
line will take you to 59th Street 
and Lexington Avenue.

Until the 1970s, both LIRR 
and New Jersey Transit riders 
exiting east at Penn Station 
had a direct underground pas-
sageway known as the Hilton 
Corridor.  It was also known 
as the Gimbel’s passageway. 
Gimbels was Macy’s chief 
competitor at Herald Square. 
This provided a simple indoor 
connection to the 34th Street 
Herald Square IND and BMT 
subway, along with Port Au-
thority Trans Hudson (PATH) 
station complex.

Further, there was an un-
derground passageway along 
6th Avenue, which went as 
far north as 42nd Street. As a 

teenager, I remember avoid-
ing the rain and snow by us-
ing this indoor path. It would 
provide easy access to both the 
main branch of the New York 
Public Library and long gone 
Stern’s Department Store on 
42nd Street..

Both passageways were 
closed many decades ago by 
New York City Transit and the 
LIRR, due to security issues. 
If reopened today, commuters 
would have easy connections 
to the Broadway N, R & Q and 
6th Avenue B,D, F & M subway 
lines along with the PATH 
system – rather than walking 
outside on the street exposed 
to both inclement weather and 
heavy vehicular traffic.

By using either the subway 
or walking (most New York-
ers can manage walking a few 
blocks to work and we could 
all use some healthy exercise), 
riders would have direct ac-
cess via these subway lines to 
Midtown or the East Side of 
Manhattan along either the 
Broadway, 6th Avenue, 42nd, 
53rd, 59th or 63rd Street cor-

ridors, served by numerous 
subway lines and stations.

How disappointing that 
the old Hilton corridor, which 
previously provided transit 
options for thousands of rush 
hour commuters, continues to 
lie dormant after so many de-
cades. 

Consider transit riders’ dis-
appointment that a proposal 
submitted by one of New York 
City’s developers, Vornado Re-
alty Trust, to pay for construc-
tion to reopen the old Hilton 
Corridor, also known as the 
Gimbel’s passageway was nev-
er completed.  

They had offered to do this in 
exchange for a city zoning vari-
ance to construct a high-rise of-
fice building at 7th Avenue and 
32nd Street.  While the zoning 
variance was approved, Vor-
nado Realty Trust never moved 
forward with construction of a 
high-rise office building.  This 
was due to a weak market for 
potential renters.

This connection could prob-
ably be restored in several 
years for less than the cost of 

one individual East Side Ac-
cess construction contract or 
several of the larger construc-
tion contract change orders.  
Since 2001, the total direct cost 
for East Side Access has grown 
from $3.5 to over $10 billion to-
day.  

Vornado Realty Trust es-
timated that the cost for re-
opening this 800-foot-indoor 
corridor would be under $150 
million. The Vernando Trust 
developers proposal was to re-
open and widen it from some 
points where it narrows to 9 
feet for $50 million. Convert-
ing the total length to 15 feet 
wide could cost up to another 
$100 million.  Diogenes is still 
searching for an elected of-
ficial or MTA board member 
to step forward and suggest 
adding this project to the pro-
posed MTA Five Year 2015 - 
2019 Capital Program. Time 
will tell.

Larry Penner
Great Neck

Corrections
In the Feb. 20 Bayside 80th anniversary issue, a story 

about longtime Bayside activist Mandingo Tshaka said 
he Tshaka was born in 1911. He was born in 1931. 

The story incorrectly said the ground for the current 
PS 31 building was built in 1938. It was built in 1939. 

The story also erred in saying that Tshaka got the 
federal government to admit that slave labor was used to 
build the White House. Tshaka informed U.S. Rep. Gary 
Ackerman (D-Bayside) of the forgotten fact that slave la-
bor was used to build the U.S. Capitol. The story mentions 
a former PS 31 teacher he came across at the Chase Bank 
on Bell Boulevard. It was a mother, not a teacher, and he 
introduced himself to her. 

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer 
than 300 words may be edited for brevity and clarity. All letters 
must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anony-
mously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received 
by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be 
republished in any format.

Lately, it appears that the 
odds are not in any consum-
er’s favor in the United States 
when they head to the ATM. 
The most recent victim locally 
appears to be Flushing Bank, 
where reports indicate about 
120 people have had their ac-
counts hacked.

Investigators are scrutiniz-
ing where the theft began – at 
the bank or with card numbers 
stolen elsewhere. Nevertheless, 
they also question whether 
skimming devices were used to 
pilfer the data.

It’s a troubling trend. Skim-
mer fraud is a huge problem 
both in the United States and 
around the globe. While skim-
mers— electronic devices used 
to read and store electronic 
data— have existed for many 
years, they have advanced 
quite considerably over time. 
They now are smaller and 
have more memory.

The Association of Char-
tered Certified Accountants 
and Pace University recently 
released a report that identified 
the myriad ways in which skim-
mer scams are proliferating, 
noting that in 2011 the average 
loss from skimming crime was 

$50,000, up by $20,000 from the 
previous year. 

The U.S. was ranked No. 1 in 
the world in terms of financial 
losses associated with skimming 
fraud in the first six months of 
2011, followed by the Dominican 
Republic, Russia and Brazil.

There are 2.2 million ATMs 
worldwide, which will escalate to 
more than 3 million by 2016. Our 
report noted that a new ATM is 
installed every five minutes, and 
North America has the largest 
ATM market in the world, with 
the most – approximately 425,000 
– in the United States.

The risk of being victim-
ized is greater than ever. This 
is a war being fought at the 
ATM, gas pump, and at every 
retailer large and small, at the 
intersection of street crime 
and tech crime.

Without significant steps 
being taken to combat this ac-
tivity, it’s clear that this type of 
fraud will continue to escalate. 
The future of ATM transac-
tions lies in contactless cards, 
biometric security, and smart-
phone withdrawals instead of 
traditional ATM cards.

Meanwhile, customers 
should take heed: Use one 

hand to cover the keypad 
while entering your PIN and 
be careful of criminals “shoul-
der surfing;” regularly moni-
tor your accounts, financial 
statements, and credit reports 
to be alerted to skimmer fraud 
or any type of identity theft; 
and provide financial institu-
tions with up-to-date contact 
information, including a mo-
bile telephone number.

Banks have an obligation as 
well. They need to ensure that 
ATMs have ample lighting and 
good visibility. They also should 
install cameras with ample 
memory to store video record-
ing suspicious activity at ATMs. 
And, they must ensure that 
technology is installed to alert 
them when criminals are fitting 
overlay devices. 

As other markets across the 
globe revolutionized their sys-
tems, criminals have continued 
to set their sights on the United 
States because of our weakened 
technology.

 
Warner Johnston

ACCA USA
New York

Take steps to stop ATM hacking

Transit options exist now to East Side Access
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My Dad

Uncle Jack

“Thanks to Calvary in Brooklyn, my dad, and then my uncle  
spent their final days in their beloved borough.”

“My family was born and raised in Brooklyn. My father was a 
bartender. And my uncle, a mailman. When dad had terminal 
cancer, and then a few years later, my Uncle Jack, their wishes 
were to spend their final days with the ones they loved – their 
family and friends – in the place that they loved, Brooklyn. 
We knew that Calvary’s Brooklyn Satellite at Lutheran Medical 
Center was the perfect place. The convenience of having world-
renowned, expert end-of-life care close to us made the final days 
stress free for everyone. We’d visit throughout the day and night. 
You not only relieved their physical pain, but also our emotional 
pain. Thanks to you, there were wonderful memories of happy 
times together until the very end. God bless you, Calvary.“

– Joe Hall

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org
Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services • Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice)

Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220
(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Historically, new immi-
grants and their commu-
nities have faced barriers 
in securing financing 

through mainstream financial 
institutions.  Some communities 
overcame racial and linguistic 
barriers by relying on fraternal 
and cultural organizations and 
tools such as rotating credit in or-
der to open small businesses and 
establish immigrant neighbor-
hoods.

The Northwest Queens Finan-
cial Education Network conduct-
ed a study consisting of 253 sur-
veys to track barriers to financial 
empowerment for immigrants 
in northwest Queens, nominally 
neighborhoods from Corona to 
Long Island City. Network mem-
bers include the Jackson Heights-
based Chhaya Community Devel-
opment Corporation, the Queens 
Community House, the Commu-

nity Development Project and the 
New Immigrant Community Em-
powerment.  

NQFE compiled its findings 
into a report which noted the pat-
terns of savings, relationships 
with financial institutions and 
the roles that community-based 
organizations play in encourag-
ing conventional forms of savings.  
The administered survey was 
translated into Spanish, as well 
as several South Asian languag-
es – Nepali, Bangla and Tibetan.  
Some 51 percent of respondents 
answered the survey in Spanish 
and the top two countries of birth 
for respondents were Ecuador and 
Mexico.  Bangladeshi immigrants 
represented the third largest pop-
ulation surveyed, at 16 percent.  
Just 10 percent of respondents in-
dicated they were out of work. The 
report makes the case that involve-
ment in mainstream financial in-
stitutions is necessary for new im-
migrants to save for college, buy a 
home and save for retirement, all 
of which are critical for long-term 
economic stability. The report 
also notes the high rate of poverty 
in the foreign-born population of 
these neighborhoods, underscor-

ing the need to enable economic 
security through involvement in 
the financial system.

As the report notes, recent 
immigrants “do not trust main-
stream financial institutions” due 
to language barriers as well as a 
lack of services tailored to their 
communities.  Paradoxically, a 
fear of excessive fees and other 
hidden costs at conventional in-
stitutions, the report notes, leads 
immigrants to use predatory 
and exploitive “fringe financial 
services” based in their commu-
nities.  Indicating a normalizing 
of this practice, over half of the 
respondents to this survey have 
been in the United States for lon-
ger than ten years and 36 percent 
are U.S. citizens, pointing to the 
staying power of informal and 
fringe institutions in the absence 
of culturally competent finan-
cial services. Even while lacking 
access to mainstream financial 
services, survey respondents 
reported a high rate of saving, 
with nine out of 10 respondent in-
dicating they set aside money on 
a monthly basis and three out of 
four setting aside money for future 
needs.  While many of the survey 

respondents reported having a 
bank account at one time, nearly 
half had closed their accounts, cit-
ing hidden or excessive fees or a 
lack of services in their language.  
Queens’ small but rapidly growing 
Nepali and Tibetan communities 
faced the greatest difficultly, with 
70 percent noting they could not 
find banking services accessible 
to their language. Conversely, 90 
percent of Spanish speakers could 
find banking services in Spanish, 
yet just four out of 10 respondents 
lacked a bank account, reflecting 
a hesitance to use conventional 
institutions.  Ultimately, a lack of 
trust and understanding of bank-
ing leads immigrants to use ser-
vices in their communities they 
feel they can trust.  This includes 
highly predatory check- cashing 
establishments, as well as remit-
tance agencies.  While considered 
fringe to society at large, these 
institutions may be mainstream 
in those communities. The report 
concludes with recommendations 
for the city to work with commu-
nity-based organizations to pro-
vide outreach education in these 
neighborhoods, as well as more 
closely regulate fringe financial 

institutions by making consumers 
aware of their rights when using 
these services.  There is also the 
recommendation that banking in-
stitutions in the area adopt wide-
ranging cultural competency to 
the breadth of the services provid-
ed in order serve its community 
better. Lastly, the report recom-
mends that the city assist in set-
ting up a community development 
credit union in northwest Queens, 
as well as encouraging area banks 
to accept IDNYC municipal card 
as a primary form of identifica-
tion to open a bank account.En-
franchising immigrants into the 
conventional finance and banking 
infrastructure is a critical means 
of inclusion and stabilizing neigh-
borhoods.  Predatory lending and 
other forms of financial exploita-
tion have hounded immigrants in 
Queens for decades, inhibiting the 
growth of businesses and sinking 
the most vulnerable in debt to ex-
ploitive institutions.  Widespread 
adoption of culturally competent 
standards would aid in enabling 
Spanish-speaking immigrants to 
trust the financial system, as well 
as help the most economically dis-
advantaged Asian Americans

COLUMNS

Northwest Queens immigrants shun banks

New Voices
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Math 
Enrichment

Test
Prep

Homework
Help

Math
Help

Astoria 
43-32 Ditmars Blvd
Astoria, NY 11105

718-726-MATH
Parking Available

Bayside 
43-17 Bell Blvd

Bayside, NY 11361
718-747-MATH

Forest Hills 
108-14 72nd Ave

Forest Hills, NY 11375
718-544-MATH

Offering First Steps  
Program for  

4-6 year olds!

www.mathnasium.com

Get ready. Get set.
Get ahead.
 Now enrolling.

NYU Langone Internal  
Medicine–Jamaica

NYU LANGONE INTERNAL MEDICINE–JAMAICA 

162-15 Highland Avenue, #1F • Jamaica, NY 11432 

718.657.8171

Gabriel DeAngelis, MD 

Domenick Acquista, MD

At NYU Langone Internal Medicine–Jamaica, we offer primary and preventive care for our patients. We 
help manage conditions including allergy/asthma, digestive diseases, heart-related issues, infections, and 
pulmonary issues. Guided by our world-class physicians, our patients play an active role in their own health.

We’re bringing together the comprehensive resources, technology, and expertise of NYU Langone with the 
physicians you’ve come to know in your neighborhood.
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The following is a letter 
from the New York State Press 
Association in response to a 
provision in Gov. Cuomo’s state 
budget that would eliminate the 
requirement to publish in local 
newspapers proposed constitu-
tional amendments prior to an 
election. Instead, those propos-
als would be published on gov-
ernment websites.

Memorandum of Opposi-

tion

Repeal of Newspaper Pub-

lication of Proposed Consti-

tutional Amendments

Public Protection and 

General Government Ar-

ticle VII Bill, Part F

A.3005/S.2005

We are strongly opposed 
to the governor’s proposal to 
eliminate newspaper public 
notice of proposed constitu-
tional amendments.

Instead of publishing public 
notices, the Board of Elections 
would post an abstract and 
brief description of the pro-
posed amendment somewhere 
on its website for three days in 

the week prior to the election. 
The secretary of state would 
also post a notice somewhere 
on its website once per month 
for three months.

At a time when there is gen-
eral agreement that there is a 
need to increase transparency 
and accountability in state 
government, it is astounding 
that this provision is included 
in a budget bill. Among the 
many reasons this is a very 
bad idea are:

1) By all accounts, broad 
swathes of New York State lack 
access to modern Internet ser-
vice. Gov. Cuomo has recently 
unveiled a proposal to begin 
to narrow this digital divide, 
and has said it will take major 
investment over the course of 
several years. This proposal 
disenfranchises voters in ru-
ral areas, voters who cannot 
afford a home computer with 
broadband access, and a sig-
nificant number of voters who 
are not highly computer liter-
ate.

2) This proposal assumes 
that New York voters sift 
through state agency websites 

when looking for news that af-
fects them. They do not. They 
turn to a local newspaper. 
Existing law requires that 
constitutional amendment no-
tices be disseminated through 
a newspaper in each county of 
the state. Most of these newspa-
pers land on voters’ doorsteps. 
Obscure and little-known state 
agency websites do not.

3) This proposal will not 
save money. Time after time, 
when advocating for legisla-
tion that would require gov-
ernment agencies to post in-
formation on their websites, 
we have been told it is too dif-
ficult or expensive. To ensure 
a tamper-proof publication 
of these most vital legislative 
initiatives would cost money, 
perhaps much more than the 
legislation estimates will be 
saved by eliminating news-
paper public notice of amend-
ments.

4) Newspaper publication 
keeps everyone honest. Know-
ing that a government docu-
ment must be published by an 
outside entity helps prevent 
the possibility that such an im-

portant notice could be slanted 
or misstated. A State Supreme 
Court judge ruled in 2014 that 
the state Board of Elections in-
cluded misleading language in 
its description of one proposed 
constitutional amendment.

5) Newspaper publication 
provides a historic record. 
Government websites may 
not be maintained long term. 
Newspapers are preserved in 
libraries and newspaper ar-
chives for posterity.

6) The governor has called 
for a constitutional amend-
ment to strip public pensions 
from legislators convicted of 
crimes, and yet this bill sup-
ports making the proposed 
language available only on ob-
scure websites few voters will 
ever see.

The proposed legislation 
says it will save $342,000. To-
tal paid newspaper circulation 
in New York is approximately 
8.6 million, and there are more 
than 10 million registered vot-
ers in New York State, so the 
proposal saves about three 
pennies per voter. This doesn’t 
seem very cost-effective gov-

ernment.

Michelle K. Rea
Executive Director
New York Press Associa-

tion
New York Press Service

To register your dissatisfac-
tion with the governor’s plan, 
contact his office by phone at 
(518) 474–8390 or by writing to 
this address:

The Honorable Andrew M. 
Cuomo

Governor of New York State
NYS State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224

And here’s a list of state leg-
islators you can also call: 

Assemblyman Edward 
Braunstein (Bayside)

718-357-3588

Senator Tony Avella (Bay-
side)

718-357-3094

Assemblywoman Barbara 
Clark (Queens Village)

718-479-2333

NYPA opposes gov’s amendment proposal

MIDDLE VILLAGE

PREPARATORY CHARTER SCHOOL

Applications will be available

online February 27th, 2015
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ASTORIA — Ma-
ria Tuccio, 68, of As-
toria died on Feb. 16.

Tuccio, born to 
the late Anna and 
Michael Palazzolo of 
Sicily, was the eldest 
of four children.

After emigrat-
ing from Sicily, she 
worked in the gar-
ment district as a 
seamstress.

Tuccio was pre-
ceded in death by her 
husband, Antonio.

She is survived 
by her two children, 
Josephine Dicaro of 
Bayside and Rosario 
Tuccio of New Jersey, 
and her four grandchildren: Francesco, Antoinette, 
Antonio and Catherine.

She also leaves her sister Anna of Bayside and 
brothers Vincenzo and Nunzio

A viewing was held Feb. 18 at Feranga Funeral 
Home in Astoria. She was buried Feb. 19 at St. Mi-
chael’s Cemetery.

Maria Tuccio, 68,  
lived in Astoria
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Raphael Sugarman, 56, 
wrote for TimesLedger 

CALGARY, AL-
BERTA — Raphael 
Sugarman, a colum-
nist for the TimesLedg-
er who wrote “From 
the Footlights” about 
Queens people work-
ing on Broadway, died 
Feb. 14 in Calgary.  He 
was 56.

 A former reporter 
for the Daily News, 
where he covered 
education and served 
as a member of the 
editorial board, Sug-
arman left to start his 
own consulting business, Blackboard Press, which 
helped city schools create newspapers produced by 
the students.

 From 2004 through the end of 2012, Sugarman 
wrote columns about the players from Queens who 
took their bows at center stage and the legions of oth-
ers, such as set designers, who worked on Broadway 
behind the scenes.

 He spent two rounds at the Riverdale Press as 
sports editor and was briefly the editor of the Queens 
Courier.

 Battling his own health problems, he returned to 
his native Calgary in 2013 to take care of his elderly 
mother, who survives him as well as a sister.

RAPHAEL SUGARMAN
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BY BILL PARRY

Thousands of restaurant servers, 
hotel housekeepers and other tipped 
workers across New York state will 
enjoy a wage hike that will raise their 
hourly pay to $7.50, Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo announced Tuesday. The increase 
was ordered by Acting Labor Commis-
sioner Mario Musolino and it will go 
into effect later this year.

“You cannot raise a family, pay 
for rent and food and insurance and 
health care on $18,000 a year in the 
city of New York,” Cuomo said to union 
members of the Hotel and Motel Trades 
Council in Manhattan.

The governor’s plan will likely meet 
resistance from Senate Republicans as 

restaurant owners warn that higher 
labor costs will force many to raise 
prices, reduce hours for workers or 
close altogether. Cuomo told the union 
workers and their leaders that he had 
little sympathy for the business own-
ers.

 Wages for tipped workers now 
range from $4.90 to $5.65 an hour.

“We want business to do well so 
that these leaders can sit down with 
business and say, ‘We want our fair 
share of what’s going on,” Cuomo said. 
“So when they sit down with the lead-
ers of business, the leaders of business 
cannot say, ‘We’re broke,’ because we 
know they’re not. They’re making re-
cord profits.”

BY BILL PARRY

The good news for motorists on the 
Brooklyn-Queens Expressway is the 
state has begun construction of the 
$550 million replacement for the Ko-
sciuszko Bridge. The bad news is the 
project won’t be finished until 2020 so 
there will be more days like Tuesday 
when a joint malfunctioned, resulting 
in the closure of the middle lane.

Traffic was backed up from the 
span all the way to Bay Ridge in Brook-
lyn for most of the day.

“It’s a 75-year-old bridge and these 

things are going to happen from time 
to time,” state Department of Trans-
portation Spokeswoman Diane Park 
said. “We’re back to business as usual 
and the stability of the bridge was 
never in danger.” The problems began 
when an expansion joint popped out of 
its position and rose six inches above 
the roadbed during the morning rush 
hour.

A contractor was summoned to 
make the repairs, but the middle lane 
was closed to traffic until nearly 4 
p.m. 

Kosciuszko replacement years away

Cuomo raises tipped wage

As your child progresses from 
middle school into high school and 
nears college, the expectations will 
become much greater. It can be chal-
lenging for parents to know exactly 
how to continue to support their 
child outside of the classroom. While 
the level of parental homework help 
in elementary school is much more 
tangible, your involvement as your 
child grows and matures into an 
independent student should evolve 
accordingly. For many parents, 
questions about how to assist older 
students during homework time 
abound. Should you be helping with 
homework? How much? What should 
that assistance look like? Hunting-
ton Learning Center addresses these 
questions and others: 

How much homework is typi-
cal for middle school students? 
High school students? 

Ask your child’s teachers what to 
expect when it comes to the amount 
of time that homework takes. A good 
ballpark is an hour of homework in 
sixth grade, 70 minutes in seventh 
grade, and 80 minutes in eighth 
grade. High school homework may 
vary widely from teacher to teacher, 
school to school. A recent survey by 
the University of Phoenix College of 
Education showed that teachers of 
high school students assign an av-
erage of 3.2 hours of homework per 
week (which equates 17.5 hours of 
homework per week for students with 
five teachers in different subjects).

What should your role be in 
middle school homework? 

Being on hand for support and fa-
cilitating good homework practices 
are important, but too much paren-
tal help with homework in middle 
school can actually be detrimental. 
The best way that you can help your 
middle school student during home-
work time is by monitoring his or 
her study habits and productivity 
and helping nurture effective hab-
its. If your child struggles on a reg-
ular basis, reach out to the teacher 
to develop a plan of action and they 
may also need tutoring help.

What should your role be in 
high school homework?

In high school, it is critical that 
students learn to become their own 
advocates and recognize when they 
need help—and seek help out when 
needed. Although you should inter-
vene if you see your teen struggling 
with homework, in high school, 
completing homework is your 
teen’s responsibility. You can offer 
suggestions for breaking down big-
ger projects into manageable steps. 
You can serve as a sounding board 

as your teen identifies homework 
where he or she needs clarification 
with the teacher. And you can help 
your teen learn strategies for main-
taining an organized planner. Un-
der no circumstances should you 
take the lead on homework or help 
your child with its completion. 

How about Advanced Place-
ment homework? 

If your high school student is 
taking any Advanced Placement 
classes, the amount of class work 
and homework may differ from 
your teen’s other classes.  Advanced 
placement courses are on the col-
lege level and students can receive 
college credits for the courses at 
certain colleges if they receive good 
grades. Expect more homework in 
Advanced Placement classes. 

Why is homework so impor-
tant? 

Homework offers many benefits 
as students move toward greater 
independence in school. It helps 
teachers reinforce what they teach 
in the classroom, extends student 
learning, builds students’ prob-
lem solving and time management 
skills as well as their sense of re-
sponsibility, and much more. 

Homework is an important part of 
your child’s life as a student. If you’re 
feeling uncertain about the best way 
to provide guidance for your child 
without overstepping your bounds, 
contact his or her teachers. They 
can help you understand your role at 
homework time and the most appro-
priate ways to support your child’s 
learning without being directly in-
volved in homework completion. 
Together, you can help your child 
become a self-sufficient, independent 
and successful student.

Huntington is the tutoring and 
test prep leader. Its certified tutors 
provide individualized instruction 
in reading, phonics, writing, study 
skills, elementary and middle school 
math, Algebra through Calculus, 
Chemistry, and other sciences. It 
preps for the SAT and ACT, as well 
as state and standardized exams. 
Huntington programs develop the 
skills, confidence, and motivation to 
help students succeed and meet the 
needs of Common Core State Stan-
dards. Founded in 1977, Hunting-
ton’s mission is to give every student 
the best education possible. 

Learn how Huntington can help 
at www.huntingtonhelps.com.

For franchise opportunities please 
visit www.huntingtonfranchise.com.

Parents’ Guide for 
Middle School & High 

School Homework

BY MADINA TOURE

A Kew Gardens attorney has been 
indicted a second time on charges of 
engaging in a sexual act with a female 
minor in exchange for money, Queens 
District Attorney Richard Brown said 
last week. 

Eyal Katzman, 56, of Kew Gardens, 
was charged with a criminal sexual 
act, patronizing a prostitute, endan-
gering the welfare of a child and sexual 
abuse, according to the indictments. 
He was ordered to surrender his pass-
port before being released on his own 
recognizance, Brown said. 

Assistant District Attorney Jessica 
Melton, supervisor of the DA’s Human 
Trafficking Unit, is prosecuting the 
case. 

Katzman was arrested Feb. 18 at the 
Queens Criminal Courthouse when 
he made a scheduled appearance on 
another case in which he allegedly 
engaged in a sexual act with a minor 
female in exchange for money between 
October and November 2012, the DA 
said. He faces four years in prison if 
found guilty of those charges. 

He was scheduled to appear in court 
on both cases Feb. 26, according to the 
DA. If convicted on these latest charg-
es, he faces up to four years in prison. 

Katzman allegedly paid money to a 
16-year-old female in exchange for par-
ticipating in a sex act at his residence 
on several occasions between Sept. 10, 
2012 and Oct. 31, 2012, the DA said. 

In July, the DA announced that 
Katzman was indicted by a Queens 
County grand jury on charges of en-
gaging in a similar act between Octo-
ber and November 2012. 

A teenage female friend of another 
16-year-old victim allegedly asked her 
some time between October and No-
vember 2012 if she would prostitute 
herself, the DA said at the time. 

The friend said she knew a guy 
known as “Al” willing to pay her in ex-
change for engaging in a sex act with 
him, the DA continued. 

During that same time period, Katz-
man allegedly paid the victim $80 in 
cash for performing oral sex on him at 
his residence while her friend watched, 
the DA added.

Lawyer busted on sex raps 
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BY SADEF ALI KULLY

Hundreds of job seekers 
searched the 72 vendors at To-
lentine Hall at the St. Nicho-
las of Tolentine Church in 
Jamaica at a career fair last 
week Thursday hosted and 
sponsored by elected officials 
and community leaders in 
Queens. 

The employment opportu-
nities were part-time and full-
time jobs, as well as appren-
tice positions, including paid 
internships.  More than 50 
private-sector companies and 
over 20 public-sector agencies 
represented themselves at the 
Feb. 19 job fair. 

“We are delighted to host a 
community job fair that will 
strengthen our economy, boost 
local business development 
and connect workers with 
over 70 employers that are of-
fering jobs with livable wages 
so that all New Yorkers are 
able to provide a better quality 
of life for their families,” said 
Celia Dosamantes, executive 

director of the Bangladeshi 
American Advocacy Group, 
which was a prime sponsor of 
the event with state Sen. Leroy 
Comrie (D-Hollis).  

The job fair was open to job 
seekers of all ages, experience 
levels and backgrounds, ac-
cording to BAAG. 

“I have been looking for a 
job since I graduated in De-
cember,” said John Cheng, 26, 
from Fresh Meadows, who has 
been freelancing on projects 
while searching for perma-
nent work.  “I have degrees in 
accounting and computer sci-
ence, so I am looking for jobs 
in forensic accounting or city 
finance.”

According to the New York 
State Department of Labor, the 
city’s total unemployment rate 
fell to 5.8 percent at the end of 
2014, which is the lowest rate 
in six years. 

“Opportunities like these 
continue to allow our grow-
ing, hardworking community 
of Jamaica to thrive and help 
those who need it get back on 

their feet,” said Sen. Comrie 
(D-Hollis), who was not able 
to personally attend due to the 
death of his mother, but he had 
representatives at the church. 

The event was also support-

ed by state Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic (D-Flushing) and 
City Councilman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Hillcrest). 

“Increasing opportunity 
for employment is our top pri-

ority in government,”  Lanc-
man  said. “I am hopeful it will 
help people climb the ladder to 
the middle class.”

Rozic added, “Workforce 
development has long been 
a priority of mine and I will 
continue collaborating with 
city and state agencies on in-
novative ways that will build a 
more vibrant Queens.” 

In addition to the job fair, 
a seminar section sponsored 
by the Queens Chamber of 
Commerce, New York State 
Department of Labor, Chhaya 
Community Development Cor-
poration, Urban Upbound and 
Queens Workforce1 Career 
Center provided participants 
with free resume, cover letter, 
job interview preparation and 
language assistance in Eng-
lish, Spanish, Chinese, Hindi, 
Bengali and Korean.

Reach Reporter Sadef Ali 
Kully by e-mail at skully@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4546.

Job seekers flock to Tolentine Hall at the St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church 
in Jamaica at the job fair that welcomed large crowds last week.  

Photo by Sadef Kully

Job fair draws hundreds to church in Jamaica
Comrie joins Bangladeshi leaders to bring public, private sector openings to Queens

Honoring Your Loved Ones  
Guiding Your Family With Compassion

Sinai Chapels respects all Jewish traditions and customs, 
has a compassionate staff that is second to none, 

and has three generations of experience serving New York’s Jewish families.

162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

Funeral Directors & Planners
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BY LEONICA VALENTINE

A rash of pedestrians fatally struck 
by unlicensed drivers has prompted 
the Queens leadership to ban together 
to pass legislation that would make 
such an act a felony and result in two 
to four years of jail time.  

An Elmhurst woman was the latest 
victim, run down by a white Mitsubi-
shi box truck allegedly operated by an 
unlicensed driver, while she was walk-
ing in the intersection of Woodside Av-
enue and 76th Street, police said. 

“These are preventable deaths. 
Keeping unlicensed drivers off the 
street will save lives.  Even one traffic 
death is one too many,” said state As-
semblyman Francisco Moya (D-Jack-
son Heights).The driver of the truck, 
identified as Valentine Gonzalez, 27, 
was traveling southbound on 76th 
street when he made a left turn and 
careened into the victim, who was pro-
nounced dead at the scene, according 
to the NYPD.   Gonzalez left the scene 
of the collision saying he felt the crash, 
but “thought he went over a large piece 
of ice,” according to the criminal com-
plaint. 

A witness chased after Gonzalez 
on foot and caught up to the vehicle 
on 73rd Street and 41st Avenue. The 
witness “pulled the keys out of the 
ignition” and restrained Gonzalez 
until police arrived, according to the 
complaint. Gonzalez was arrestedand 
charged with leaving the scene of an 
accident and driving without a license, 
according to the Queens DA.  

“Unfortunately, the law in New 
York has not caught up with the facts 
of these situations,” said state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria), who has 
written the bill.  “Someone who kills 
someone when driving without a li-
cense... the most severe charge they 
can get is a violation, which is like get-
ting a parking ticket.”

Outraged by the frequency of these 
types of incidents and the penalties 
offenders receive, several officials 
and advocates for safer streets rallied 
behind Gianaris’ legislative push at 
a news conference Tuesday in Wood-
side.  

“It’s time that we say give us the 
keys to your car,” said state Sen. Toby 
Ann Stavisky (D-Flushing), “If you 
smoke a cigarette, the chances of you 
getting lung cancer are increased. [It’s]  
the same way if you’re an unlicensed 
driver.  You have a high risk of hitting 
somebody, [possibly] injuring or kill-
ing them.”

Drivers with revoked and or sus-
pended licenses who have caused a loss 
of life would get more than a slap on the 
wrist under the proposed legislation.

 “We are taking a minor penalty and 
saying this is not a minor crime, this 
is something that has to be dealt with 
fairly and justly and severely,” said 
Moya. “There is intent when you know 
that your license is suspended and get 
behind the wheel.  Those people, they 
know exactly what they are doing.  
That is why we want to send a strong 
message by having strong enforcement 
to prevent that from happening.”

The measure is gaining ground with 
a push in Albany from Assemblywom-
an Margaret Markey (D-Maspeth).

“A driver’s license is a privilege not 
a right,” Stavisky said.

 State Sen. Michael Gianaris (c) renews his 
call for stiffer penalities for reckless, unli-
censed drivers after a hit-and-run death 
in Elmhurst. With him are State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky, Assemblyman Francisco Moya, 
Marco Conner of Transportation Alternatives 
and Cristina Furlong from Make Queens 
Safer. Photo courtesy of Sen. Gianaris

Bill would crack down 
on unlicensed drivers

Need Help Paying For
Your Medicare Costs?

We can help you apply 
for programs that may help you 

save money on prescription drugs
and other Medicare costs.

Our experienced HIICAP counselors 
are available by appointment or telephone

for free Medicare counseling. 

For more information 
call 311 and ask for “HIICAP” 

or visit our website 
www.nyc.gov/aging

Department for
the Aging

James Gennaro (D-Fresh Meadows) 
wanted to use discretionary funds to 
buy the cemetery but was concerned 
about getting approval and whether 
Linda’s Cai Trading would actually 
give up the property.

Although the property owner, Le 
Dan Cai, claimed she did not know 

the property was a cemetery, a Fresh 
Meadows civic board member told the 
TimesLedger in 2012 she knew it was 
a cemetery when she reviewed the title 
report before closing on the property.

Gallagher said it is unclear how 
much it will cost the city to buy back 
the property.

“I do not know what the lawyers 
will negotiate with her,” she said. “It 
all depends on what is going to be nego-
tiated there. It could go down.”

Continued from Page 2 

Brinckerhoff
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Christ the King High School  
Takes a Stand Against Bullying

Christ the King High School
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, New York 11379

(718) 366-7400

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college 
preparatory curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students 
from all areas. The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 900 students. 
The faculty numbers 45.

Christ the King High School is governed by its Board of Trustees: Serphin R. Maltese, Chairman; Thomas V. Ognibene, 
Vice Chairman; Robert A. Normandia, Vice Chairman; Bernard G. Helldorfer, Counsel/Trustee; Anthony Como, Esq., 
Treasurer; Brenda Evans, Trustee; Dolores St. Louis, Trustee; Peter J. Mannarino, Principal; Michael W. Michel, 
President; Arthur Spanarkel, Financial Advisor; and Veronica Cokley, Executive Assistant.

More information is available http://www.ctkny.org/. 
Find Christ the King on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CKCampus.

During the week of February 9-13, students at Christ the King celebrated 

Bullying Awareness Week.   The entire school watched the movie Cyberbully, 

there were anti-bullying bracelets sold, and homeroom classes participated in a 

contest in which they came up with a “quilt square” for a school quilt to promote 

kindness rather than bullying!   The winning square was submitted by Ms. Valenti’s 

class... with a statement of “Lives Matter, Words Shatter”.

The campaign for Anti Bullying is spearheaded by CK’s Program for the 

Development of Human Potential (PDHP) Club.

Members of the PDHP Club. The winning quilt square.
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The cold and wind couldn’t keep the 
faithful and the curious away from the 
biggest day on the Chinese and Korean 
calendars, Lunar New Year. The crowds 
lined the streets around downtown Flush-
ing an hour early for the annual parade 
that wound its way from Northern Boule-
bard, down and around Main Street and 
ended with a deafening firecracker finale 
at Flushing Commons mall.

It is the year of the goat (or the ram, if 
you like, the Chinese translation says only 
“horned animal”). And the lucky numbers 
for this year, according to mythology, are 
2 and 7 -- which may explain why the ther-
mometer was threatening to hit single dig-
its all day.

Red is the color of the Lunar New Year 
and it is everywhere to be seen. And the 
dragons were the highlight, the longer 
the better, shaking their scary heads and 
snaking through the noisy streets as spac-
tators shook clackers and blew horns to 
welcome a fresh start with the new year.

That Lunar Effect 
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A Common Cause of Pelvic Pain: 
What You Need to Know
If you feel an urgent or frequent need to urinate, along with pain or discomfort coming from the bladder, you  
may have interstitial cystitis, also known as bladder pain syndrome or IC/BPS. Robert Moldwin, MD, FACS, and  
Sonia Bahlani, MD, urologists at the Arthur Smith Institute for Urology, part of North Shore-LIJ Health System, 
discuss what you need to know about this condition.

Are there different types of IC/BPS?
Yes. About 5 to 10 percent of IC/BPS patients have 
inflammation (called “Hunner’s lesions”) that can 
be seen on the bladder surface. In most patients, the 
bladder wall looks perfectly normal. Further testing will 
make sure you don’t have signs of infection or any other 
obvious bladder disease.
 
How can IC/BPS affect me?
In mild cases, you may only have to deal with the 
discomfort and urinary frequency. However, moderate 
to severe symptoms can include the constant need to 
have bathroom access, limited ability to travel and 
lack of sleep due to the pain and constant need to 
urinate. Pain with sexual activity is common and often 
adds another dimension of misery.

How common is IC/BPS?
We used to believe that IC/BPS was relatively rare. 
However, new studies suggest that the condition may 
affect 3 million to 8 million women, and 2 million 
men, in the United States.

Who gets IC/BPS?
Anyone in any age group can get IC/BPS, but it’s  
usually found in people in their late 20s through 
their 70s. Heredity may also play a role: if your  
parent or sibling has IC/BPS, you are about 17  
times more likely to also get the condition.
 
What causes this condition?
The etiology of IC/BPS is unclear but appears to be 
multifactorial. The various causes of IC/BPS may include 
changes in the surface lining of the bladder, nerve abnor-
malities of the bladder wall and autoimmune problems. 
The symptoms may also be related to diseases affecting 
other parts of the body, because 40 percent of patients 
have other disorders such as irritable bowel syndrome, 
fibromyalgia, migraine headaches and even depression.

How is IC/BPS diagnosed?
A doctor will review your medical history and  
physical, including a urine test to rule out problems 
like urinary tract infection. Other tests such as cys-
toscopy (viewing the bladder surface with a special 
telescope) may be performed if abnormalities of the 
bladder wall are of concern.
 
How is IC/BPS treated?
Because every IC/BPS patient can have a different 
range of symptoms, our pelvic pain experts at the 
Smith Institute for Urology will develop a unique plan 
for you. Therapy generally progresses from the most 
conservative forms of care (dietary changes and phys-
ical therapy) to more “aggressive” management (oral 
medications, medications placed directly into the blad-
der and even surgery). Using a variety of approaches 
significantly improves quality of life in the vast majority 
of our patients.

If you or a loved one have any of these symptoms, make an appointment today by  
calling (516) 734-8500. For more information visit NorthShoreLIJ.com/icbps.
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Fleming recalled “it was so up-
lifting. When you look up and 
see people leaning out of the 
buildings: all different colors, 
all different ethnicities, all en-
joying the parade, it’s a great 
example of what a St. Patrick’s 
parade could be. And the 
whole thing of making Irish-
ness an excuse for exclusivity 
is anathema to me.”

Fleming’s musical career 
includes more than 40 albums 
and work in dozens of coun-
tries, and his travels gave 
him the urge to write about 
his experiences and how they 
changed him.

“A lot of the work I do is as a 
drummer /musician,” he said. 
“You’re the guy backing peo-
ple. You make songs happen 
and it’s not always clear to the 
person listening what it is you 

did. Often it’s very hard for me 
to point out that’s the bit I did. 
A builder builds a house — ‘I 
made it, people live in it.’ In 
music, you can find it very dif-
ficult to say, ‘This is me, this is 
what I did.’”

Fleming’s first show, “Gis 
a Shot of Your Bongos Mister” 
(2011) was about “some parts of 
my life where I was traveling 
over to Africa and bringing 
African musicians to Ireland, 
to working class neighbor-
hoods in Dublin. I sent it to the 
Fringe in Dublin, and they ac-
cepted it. Then they send you 
to some workshops on writing. 
I didn’t have my drums and 
had to read a bit of the piece. 
They didn’t laugh or throw 
me out or call me a fake. And 
I realized that the writing is 
valid. It passes.”

In his next show, “Have 
Yis No Homes To Go To” 
(2013), about joining a troupe 
of Clowns Without Borders to 
tour Rwanda, he used more 

words and visuals and less 
drumming. “So by the time 
I got to this one, I didn’t feel 
obliged to put in a whole lot 
of drumming,” he explained. 
“That’s my other thing. This 
is a theater thing. So I wanted 
to make a show about St. Pat’s 
for All.”

Originally, Fleming said, 
he had trouble with show’s arc 
and point of view. “I was actu-
ally intending to play a charac-
ter called the Naked Panti Boy, 
who would be a cross between 
the Naked Cowboy and [Irish 
drag queen and activist] Panti 
Bliss,” he recalled. “Thank-
fully, dramaturg Michelle 
Read didn’t get that character 
at all. I’ve been saved that. Au-
diences should all be grateful 
to her.”

What Fleming was trying 
to sort out was how to include 
— or whether to mention — 
that he’s straight and that he 
felt the parade was Brendan 
Fay’s story.

“There are liberties you 
can take if you’re gay and 
you’re talking about other 
people persecuting gays in the 
way Panti does; she gives them 
an awful teasing,” Fleming 
said. “If you’re straight, you 
don’t feel you have the right 
to talk about things in the 
same way. And I was trying 
to figure whether and when I 
should out myself as straight.” 
Bliss’ manager, advising him 
to play it “straight” from the 
start, pointed out the signifi-
cance of the play in the context 
of the public debate over the 
upcoming marriage equality 
referendum in Ireland.

“He said, ‘This is impor-
tant. When the equality refer-
endum comes up, we all know 
which way the gay people are 
going to vote, but we need this 
middle ground of allies who 
can see it from their own point 
of view,’” Fleming recalled. 
“‘Your perspective is valuable 
and valid too.’”

With that Fleming went 
back to work.

“I ended up taking a sort of 
gonzo Irish perspective: stum-
bling into things clumsily 
and going on and discovering 
stuff that way,” he said. “I just 
stumble in as a heterosexual 
Irish person trying to dress up 
camp to fit into the parade and 
not really getting it, which is 
the way it was. I brought the 
Irish musicians and had no 
idea of LGBT issues, just knew 
I had met some really good 
people and we were having 
a good time and doing some-
thing right.”

“A Sacrilegious Lesbian & 
Homosexual Parade” | Horse 
Trade Theater Group | Un-
der St. Marks Theater, 94 St. 
Marks Place,  Feb. 28, March 
4 at 7:10 p.m.; March 7 at 12:30 
p.m.; March 8 at 1:50 p.m. |  $15; 
$10 for students and seniors at 
horsetrade.info

BY BILL PARRY

City Councilwoman Julis-
sa Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst) 
covered a lot of ground in her 
State of the District Address 
last week. Among the signifi-
cant developments in District 
21 are the groundbreaking 
of the first affordable senior 
housing development, the relo-
cation of the Willets Point auto 
shops, the establishment of a 
higher education and health 
care institution and the future 
of the Jackson Heights BID ex-
tension into Corona,

“A critical part of my work 
is to give families in our com-
munity everything they need 
so they can grow and stay in 
this neighborhood: get their 
education here, live here, work 
here and retire here comfort-
ably,” Ferreras said. “I nego-
tiate with the mayor on New 
York City’s $77.7 billion budget 
to ensure that it is transparent 
and equitable, and serves com-
munities like ours.”

Ferreras announced that 
construction of the first af-
fordable senior housing devel-
opment in the district is set 
to begin at the end of 2015. As 
part of the Willets Point deal 
she negotiated in 2013, all 67 
rental units in the building, 
which will be located at 54-25 
101st St. in Corona, will house 
low-income seniors.

Applications are expected 
to become available in early 

2017 and will give seniors liv-
ing in District 21 priority.

The Sunrise Auto Co-op 
and Economic Development 
Corporation is working to-
wards finalizing a $5.8 million 
agreement that will relocate 
auto shops that rented space at 
Willets Point to a new complex 
in the Bronx. The relocation 
makes way for a megamall 

slated to be built as part of a $3 
billion development that will 
include commercial, retail and 
residential components.

Ferreras covered the estab-
lishment of a 19,000-square-
foot higher education and 
health care institution in 
District 21. The $10 million 
project with Queensborough 
Community College and Ur-

ban Health plan will provide 
a facility that will provide 
training as well as affordable 
primary  and specialty health 
care for members living in the 
community. In addition, Fer-
reras announced that PS 315 
will open this year, providing 
640 public school seats for the 
district.

On the controversial 

plan to expand the Jackson 
Heights BID into Corona, Fer-
reras said that members of 
the community and the 82nd 
Street Partnership are near 
to reaching an agreement that 
will expand the Partnership 
along Roosevelt Avenue to 
104th Street. She said the new 
Corona-Jackson Heights Busi-
ness Improvement District 
will ensure unprecedented 
community representation in 
the new BID while bringing 
safety, enhanced cleanliness 
and business services to shops 
in the area.

In addition, Ferreras an-
nounced the establishment of 
a small business task force for 
all businesses in LeFrak City, 
East Elmhurst, Elmhurst, Co-
rona and Jackson Heights.

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Continued from Page 9 

Irish wag

City Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras announces several major developments in her District Address. 
Photo courtesy Julissa Ferreras' office

Ferreras touts affordable senior housing
A critical part of 

my work is to give 
families everything 

they need so 
they can grow 
and stay in this 
neighborhood.
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Every Thursday & Friday 
in February  

Daily Drawings up to $8,888!
 

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY THE NEW YORK LOTTERY GAMES. 
PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 24-hour Problem Gaming Hotline: 1-877-8-HOPENY (846-7369).

110-00 Rockaway Blvd. Jamaica, NY 11420
rwnewyork.com • 1-888-888-8801

In Queens Near JFK Airport. 
Locate Your Free Shuttle: RWRedExpress.com

Over 5,000 Games. Minutes Away!

See Genting Rewards for details.
The Sanctuary at 
Mount Lebanon

The only Indoor Jewish Community 
Mausoleum in New York’s Five Boroughs

Special Prices and Choice Locations in the 
All New Building for a limited time

A Not-For-Profi t Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 30 YEARS

ACHOO...........FLU
OUCH!...STITCHES
WHOOPS....X-RAY

191-20 Northern Blvd.

Bayside, NY 11358

718-224-8855
Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm

Sat. & Sun. 8am-7pm

82-17 Woodhaven Blvd.

Glendale, NY 11385

718-805-9581
Mon.-Fri. 9am-7pm

Sat. & Sun. 9am-3pm
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of lion dancing and martial arts across 
the city. “This is my first time perform-
ing in Queens. We perform all over. To-
morrow we will be in Chinatown.”

 More than 75,000 new immigrants 
have settled in Queens over the past 
four years. Chinese immigrants, 
which make up almost 13 percent of the 
total, are the largest group of newcom-
ers, followed by Guyanese, Ecuadorian 
and Mexican immigrants, according 
to tDepartment of City Planning data.

“This is an American holiday, too,.  
The city comes out for St. Patrick’s 
Day, for Columbus Day, and New York 

should be here for Lunar New Year. We 
are going to shape this city and these 
streets,” said John Choe, the execu-
tive director for the Greater Flushing 
Chamber of Commerce.

Towards the end of the parade, Lt. 
Gov. Kathy Hochul, officially declared 
the day as the Lunar New Year day 
with state Assemblyman Ron Kim (D-
Flushing), U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) and City Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing).

Hundred of thousands of people 
were expected for the parade, despite 
the freezing temperatures, which end-
ed with a fireworks display outside of 
the Queens Crossing Mall, where com-
munity leaders and lawmakers were in 
attendance.

come relevant again if the Democrats 
regained the majority, but the next 
time the Senate majority could change 
is 2016. 

The Republicans currently have 
outright control with 32 members, as 
32 votes are necessary to pass anything 
in the Senate. Simcha Felder, a Brook-
lyn Democratic senator, sits with the 
Republican conference, giving the Re-
publicans another vote. 

There would have to be two special 
elections in which Democrats would 
win two seats, which Avella said is 
“unlikely.” 

“It’s not going to happen for two 
years,” he said. “There has to be an 
election. So we’re talking about the 
next election, obviously. There would 
have to be another discussion between 
the IDC and the Democratic confer-
ence.”

Avella said Republicans and Demo-
crats disagree on a number of issues, 
including campaign financing, the 
DREAM Act for college age immi-
grants and the 10 points of the Women’s 
Equality Agenda, but that they should 
try to find common ground on other is-

sues.
“Over the next two years, we have 

to recognize that there are going to be 
differences and that the Republican 
conference is not going to pass some of 
the things that Democrats like myself 
would like to get passed,” he said. “But 
that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t work 
together on other issues where we can 
agree.”

Continued from Page 4 

IDC

Continued from Page 5 

Parade

We seek regular 
citizens to drive 
200 miles a month 
with our specially 
designed AD on 
your vehicle to draw 
attention to your car and get PAID FOR IT. Interested participants 
should email James Fillenworth (Jamesfillenworth2@gmail.com) 
for more details.

MEDICAL 
RESEARCH 

GUIDE

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Advertise your Clinical Studies 
in New York’s largest group of 

community newspapers.
- Weekly bannered directory

- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

NYU School of Medicine

Have you experienced a traumatic 
event? Are you depressed and 

anxious? Are you experiencing 
fl ashbacks? Irritability?  

If so, you may be eligible to participate in a 
study that involves taking an investigational 

medication or placebo for one week. Th is study 
takes place at New York University School of 

Medicine over the course of fi ve visits. You must 
be between the ages of 18 and 60, medically 

healthy and currently not taking medications. 
You will be compensated for your time.  

For more information, please call 646-754-4831.

MICHAEL GIANARIS

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY NORM HARRIS

This past weekend, 
Lefrak Concert Hall 
resonated with the mes-
sages of forgiveness, rec-
onciliation and under-
standing as two of South 
Africa’s musical icons, 
Hugh Masekela and Vusi 
Mahlasela, celebrated 
two decades since the 
end of apartheid.

Their program was 
fittingly titled “20 Years 
of Freedom,” and the 
two, along with a mixed 
cadre from their respec-
tive bands, blended tradi-
tional vocal and instru-
mental solos, including 
the call and response 
lyrics of some of their 
culture’s musical offerings, into a two-
hour show that saw the audience leap 
to its feet several times. 

Mahlasela energetically opened the 
show on his acoustic guitar accompa-
nied by percussionist Francis Fuster, 

drummer Ian Herman, bass guitarist 
Abednigo Sibongiseni Zulu and second 
guitarist Mongezi Ntaka. 

He shared tidbits with the crowd, 
like the meaning of the ethnic term 
Zulu, which comes from the Niguni 

language word for heavens or sky, and 
emphasized “the essence and great-
ness” of the eternal messages left by 
past leaders Nelson Mandela and Ma-
hatma Gandhi with lyrics in the open-
ing song, “we shall all wear forgive-

ness like a crown.”
Entering stage left, Masakela began 

with his introductory signature musi-
cal stylings on his flugelhorn and on a 
humorous note informed the audience 

South African musical icons Hugh Masekela (center l.) and Vusi Mahlasela (center r.), along with  members of their bands, played a concert at Kupferberg 
Center for the Arts to mark 20 years since the end of apartheid. Photo by Norm Harris

Continued on Page 36

South African 
musical legends 
celebrate two 
decades since 

apartheid ended 
with concert

TimesLedger, Feb. 27–Mar. 5, 2015

 Crossword Puzzle 32

 Sudoku 34

 Arts & Entertainment 34

 Guide to Dining 38

SONGS IN THE 

Key of Freedom



32    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, FEB. 27–MAR. 5, 2015 TL

PRODUCTIONS

“Vanities” — Parkside Players 
presents this comedy-drama 
which follows three Texas 
cheerleaders from high 
school through college up to 
a bittersweet reunion as they 
face turning 30. 
When: Through March 1, 
Friday and Saturday at 8 pm, 
Sunday at 2 pm
Where: Grace Lutheran 
Church, Union Turnpike and 
71st Road, Forest Hills
Cost: $17, $15/seniors
Contact: (718) 353-7388
Website: www.
parksideplayers.com

“Legally Blonde, Jr.” 
— Rockaway Theatre Co. 
presents the musical based 
on the Reese Witherspoon 
movie about a young woman 
who loses her boyfriend but 
fi nds herself at Harvard Law 
School. 
When: Feb. 27 - March 8, 
Friday at 7 pm, Saturday at 
2 pm and 7 pm, and Sunday 
at 2 pm
Where: The Post Theatre, 

Building T4, Fort Tilden, 
Rockaway
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 374-6400
Website: www.
rockawaytheatrecompany.
org

“Spank! The Fifty Shades 
Parody” — You’ve read the 
book and the movie is on 
its way, so in the meantime 
check out this adult comedy 
with musical numbers 
skewering the best-selling 
novel. 
When: Thursday, March 5, 
at 8 pm
Where: Colden Auditorium, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Arts, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $25 - $45
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

“The Sound of Music” 
—  The hills are alive with 
arguably the world’s favorite 
musical as Theatre by the Bay 
presents the Rodgers and 
Hammerstein classic. 

When: March 7 - March 22, 
Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday 
at 3 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Garden 
Jewish Center, 13-00 209th St., 
Bayside
Cost: $22/adults, $20/
seniors and children under 
12
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.
theatrebythebayny.com

“The Fox and Boulder” 
—  Queens’ newest theater 
company, Ophelia Theatre 
Group, presents an original 
play about what happens 
when your dreams don’t turn 
out like you want them to.
When: March 13-29, Friday 
and Saturday at 8 pm, 
Sunday at 6 pm
Where: Ophelia Theater, 21-12 
30th Road, Astoria
Cost: $18, Sunday 
performances are pay what 
you can
Website: www.
opheliatheatre.com

“The Threepenny Opera” —  
Oh, the shark dear, has such 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 
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By Ed Canty

Continental Canines
Across
1. Not home
5. Color-full device?
10. Actor Lugosi
14. All there
15.  Give actors a 

second signal
16. Scottish port
17.  Farm equipment
18. Separated
19. Transmit
20.  Great pet for 

Grace Kelly
23. Do a 5K, say
24. Army member?
25. Belfry sound
27. "Poly" add-on
29. Wanes
32. Animal house
33. Deodorant type
36.  "Charlotte's 

Web" girl
37.  Great pet for 

Angela Merkel
40. Religious ritual
41. Watched over
42.  Abbr. with a 

ring to it
43. Kind of chair
44. Very short
48. Thoughts
50.  Parseghian of 

football
52.  NYC subway line
53.  Great pet 

for Winston 
Churchill

58. Disturb follower
59. Wealth
60. Grimm villain
61.  It's on the house?
62.  "Sunflowers" 

setting
63. "Cold one"
64.  Manhatten 

Bridge river
65. Subway
66. Bookie's quote

Down
1. Yearn
2.  Whiskered 

creature
3. Consecrate
4. Evergreens
5. Shrimp kin
6.  Transplant the fern

7. Suffix with poet
8.  Catch a ride to 

the beach?
9. Prot. religion
10. Deck officer
11. Mr. Scrooge
12.  Fred Mertz to 

Lucy
13.  Connecting word
21. Women's group
22. Approvals
26. Actor Chaney
28. Hearing aids
29.  English exam 

finale, often
30.  Nobel physicist 

Niels
31. Shook down
34. Shankar melody
35. Millstone

36. Wash out
37. Corsage flower
38. Perfumes
39. Part of 37 down
40.  2001 in old 

Rome
43.  Lang. course  

for aliens
45. Like corduroy
46. Slept sound-ly
47. Trimming tools
49. Broker
50.  One of the 

Yokums
51. Rene of film
54. Prayer leader
55. Dehydrated
56. Sentry's cry
57. Timber wolf
58. Pub provision
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P L O T N A R C S

D I A L O G E C R U T E A
R U B Y R E D S L I P P E R S
E S O P N A P E E A R N S
D I R S S Y N S E S S E N

teeth dear. Queens College’s 
Department of Drama, Theatre 
and Dance present Bertolt 
Brecht’s ground-breaking 
musical — a socialist critique 
of capitalism. 
When: March 19 - March 29, 
Thursday - Friday at 7 pm, 
Saturday at 8 pm, Sunday 
at 3 pm
Where: Goldstein Theatre, 
Kupferberg Center for the 
Performing Arts, 65-30 

Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: $16, $10/ QC students 
with ID and seniors at box 
offi ce only
Contact: (718) 793-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 

known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this 
open group features 
discussion, workshopping 
and writing exercises for 
playwrights in Queens and 
Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-
7382

VISIT US AT TIMESLEDGER.COM
DCA # 1098304 #1098306  Design by: © PrintorDesign.com
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BY MERLE EXIT

Forest Hills resident Mark 
Lord has lived in Queens since 
1969, but it was only a few 
years ago that he wrote a mu-
sical about the borough, “Let’s 
Hear it For Queens,” which 
was co-produced by the Free 
Synagogue of Flushing Com-
munity Theatre Group.  

Now, this author, lyricist 
and director, who also free-
lances as a theater writer for 
one of Queens’ weekly papers, 
is set to debut his second show, 
“Made in South Queens,” at 
the Black Spectrum Theatre 
in Jamaica. 

“We basically follow the 
story of a young child who has 
been asked to make a presenta-
tion in this classroom, where 
each kid somehow has to make 
history come alive,” Lord 
said. “The child speaks to his 
grandmother about where she 
was living as all comes alive 
on stage in dialogue, song and 
dance.”

Sometimes, however, the 
grandson will become a grand-
daughter as the role will be 
shared by a young actor and 

actress during the show’s run. 
Most of the other 17 cast mem-
bers each take on multiple 
roles. 

Originally, Carl Clay, 
founder of the Black Spec-
trum, asked Lord to bring 
“Let’s Hear it For Queens” to 
Jamaica. But after thinking 

about it, Clay asked Lord to 
create a new musical that fo-
cused specifically on the his-
tory of the southern part of the 
borough. 

Lord describes the new 
show as being a spin-off from 
the original rather than a se-
quel. 

As the child digs deeper 
into the story of Southern 
Queens, he — or she — hears 
about the people and places 
that helped shape the area. 
The young character is also 
introduced to time-specific 
fads and fashions, like Afro 
hairstyles and boom box ra-
dios toted on the shoulder. All 
of which is played out on stage 
in front of the audience. 

“It’s seen through the eyes 
of the people who tell the story 
and as it is being perceived by 
the young person,” Lord said. 
“By the end of the show, we 
will see a magical bus tour 

taking them around the neigh-
borhood to see the historic 
events.”

The show, made up of a se-
ries of vignettes and about a 
dozen songs — including seven 
original ones written by Derek 
Galloway — uses versions of 
real-life Southeast Queens 
residents like Archie Spigner, 
who in 1974 became the first 
African-American elected to 
the New York City Council, 
orating from atop a soapbox 
about the issues of drug deal-
ing and crime. Other scenes 
talk about how Jamaica was 
once a neighborhood of mostly 
white residents of Italian or 
Jewish descendent. 

“Eventually, we come to 
a play within a play,” Lord 
said. “It’s a small concert tak-
ing place on the stage of Black 
Spectrum that pays tribute to 
some of the artists that come 
from that area and then we 
see the actual presentation 
that the child presents to his 
class.”  

A special free performance 
will be presented on Friday, 
March 13. Call to reserve tick-
ets. 

Venus Hall (l.) and Alfonso Noble rehearse a scene from the original mu-
sical "Made in Southeast Queens," playing at the Black Spectrum Theatre 
in Jamaica next month.  Photo courtesy Mark Lord

New musical tells the story of southern Queens

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

The material is bo-
tanical and the result is 
therapeutic.

Artist Paul Lin never 
uses paint, brushes or 
canvas. Whether he finds 
his inspiration by the 
roadside or mountain-
side, Mother Nature al-
ways provides him with 
a cornucopia of organic 
materials for his por-
traits and landscapes. 

He takes flower pet-
als, dried leaves, twigs, 
feathers — anything that 
strikes his artistic fancy 
— to create small but 
powerful works of art 
that he describes as spiri-
tual and harmonious. 

According to Lin, the 
trick is how you view the 
universe. 

“The most important 
thing in nature and art 
is healing because there 
are two elements – peace 
and harmony,” he said.

Working from his home stu-
dio in Little Neck, the fatherly 

Taiwanese-born artist said he 
begins his creative process by 
“going through my inventory 

in my warehouse; I have a cou-
ple thousand different natural 
materials. The idea starts in 

my mind, my inner soul. It’s a 
very unique art form.” 

Lin’s nature theme col-

lection now graces gal-
lery walls at the Queens 
Botanical Garden in 
Flushing in his “Botani-
cal Therapeutic Arts” 
exhibit running through 
April 12. 

“We are honored to 
have such a vibrant and 
soulful exhibit at QBG,” 
Executive Director Su-
san Lacerte said. “Paul’s 
work incorporates ele-
ments of nature that he 
melds into images full 
of color, warmth and 
meaning. He is an inspi-
ration.”

You could say he takes 
the ordinary and makes 
it extraordinary. The se-
cret lies in the simplicity 
of Lin’s pieces.

So, what happens 
when an artist combines 
natural arts with spiri-
tual intuition? For over 
30 years, Lin’s boundless 
creativity has gone hand 
in hand with his deep re-

ligious faith, and this unique 
combination seems to infuse 

Little Neck artist uses nature as a canvas
Flushing’s Queens Botanical Garden hosts exhibition of therapeutic artworks by Paul Lin

Continued on Page 37

Some of Lin’s works created from natural materials are now on display at the Queens Botanical Garden.  Photo courtesy Paul Lin

IF YOU GO
“Made in South Queens” 

When: March 6 - March 15, 
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 
pm, Sundays at 4 pm
Where: Black Spectrum 
Theatre, 199-07 Merrick Blvd., 
Jamaica
Cost: $25 
Contact: (718) 723-1800
Website: www.
blackspectrum.com
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EVENTS

Fort Totten Tunnel Tour — 
Join the Urban Rangers as 
they lead groups through 
Fort Totten’s Endicott 
Batteries and Main Magazine. 
When: Saturday, Feb. 28, at 
1 pm
Where: Fort Totten Visitor’s 
Center, Fort Totten Park
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 352-1769
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

MUSIC

Quintet of the Americas — 
The Queens-based woodwind 
quintet joins with the Corona 
Youth Orchestra to present a 
“Memory Project” concert of 
Harold Gutierrez works. 
When: Sunday, March 1, at 
2 pm
Where: Flushing Library, 

41-17 Main St., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 661-1200
Website: www.
queenslibrary.org

KIDS & FAMILY

Noguchi Open Studio: 
Drop-In Program for 
Families — On the fi rst 
Sunday of every month, 
families can explore the 
galleries and then spend 
time in the education room 
making art. Educators will be 
on hand to discuss gallery 
connections, introduce 
materials and assist in art 
making. No registration is 
required.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 11 am to 1 pm
Where: Noguchi Museum, 9-01 
33rd Road, Long Island City
Cost: $10 per family/
includes museum admission 

and materials
Contact: (718) 204-7088
Website: www.noguchi.org

DANCE

“The Series” — The Moving 
Beauty Series returns to Long 
Island City with three weeks 
of young dance company 
and veteran choreographers 
programming. 
When: Through March 15
Where: The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd St., LIC
Cost: Free - $20
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website:  www.danceseries.
org

Japanese Classical Dance 
at Resobox — Workshops 
teach the 400-year-old 
nichibu dance popularized 
in kabuki. All experience 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Answers in Sports

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, 
Plates, Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

Starting at 
$25.95 per person

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Let Us Cater Your Party 
at Our Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

CHOICE B   $15.95 per person | 

CHOICE A   $13.95 per person | Choice of 5 items

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less 
people per table,

Not Good on Holidays. 

with any other offer.

Let Us Cater Your Next Party
Delicious Homemade Italian Food

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Continued on Page 36
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BOURBON WEEKDAY SPECIALS

WWW.BOURBONSTREETNY.COM

Also 1/2  Off  
Any Bottle of Wine

$2395 $2395

$2395

Featuring Twenty Craft
Beer on Draught & Over 
Forty Imported Bottles!

Brunch Served every
Saturday & Sunday!

Specialty Burgers

Week Night Specials!

MONDAY NIGHT
Fresh Roasted Prime Rib

TUESDAY
Lobster Lovers

1 1/2 Lb. Lobster Dinner

WEDNESDAY
Half Priced Bottles of Wine and

2-for-1 Appetizers with 
Dinner Entrée

Austin’s Ale House 82-70 Austin Street,  
Kew Gardens, NY 11415 718-849-3939

Showing All
New York

Sports on the
Multi Screens!
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“of how nice it was to now be 
in Miami” where he “just got 
back from the beach this after-
noon.”

The audience immedi-
ately burst out in laughter in 
response to this unexpected 
bit of humor. The artist then 
shared the fact that the eve-
ning’s performance was only 
the second time that his band 
was playing in concert with 
Mahlasela’s band and that the 
show was the auspicious start 
of their first scheduled tour 
together. 

Masekela, along with mu-
sical accompaniment, also 
shared some of his thoughts 
and memories concerning the 
historical struggle for freedom 
in South Africa. 

He spoke eloquently about 

the “sadness of sadnesses in-
volving the protest against the 
slavery that began in 1652 and 
lasted for over 350 years until 
some success was achieved 
through the suffering and re-
silience of the South African 
people who on April 27, 1994 
were first permitted to vote for 
their leadership.”  

Masekela paid homage to 
the great African songstress, 
and civil rights activist Miri-
am Makeba who he said, “had 
the great pleasure of perform-
ing with in the U. S. show that 
she opened in 1959.”

He indicated that part of 
the night’s performance was 
dedicated to her memory.

“Because if it were not for 
her we might not be here doing 
this show,” Masekela said. 

He emphasized that the es-
sence of some of her music was 

embodied in the morality of 
her message that  “one should 
never criticize anybody be-
cause in everybody there is 
beauty. 

“She was, in essence, in-
strumental in the struggle 
against apartheid,” he said. 

During one of the spiritu-
ally uplifting compositions, 
Masekela invited the audience 
to get moving. 

“If you feel like standing up 
at your seats and dancing, god 
damn it, just do it,” he said. 

Some of the patrons were 
already rocking and grooving 
to the music, which was no 
surprise.  

Masekela’s long musical 
history involved spreading 
the positive vibe to some of the 
commercially well-known art-
ists he had gigged with such as 
Harry Belafonte, Herb Alpert 
and Paul Simon.  Masekela 
spoke positively of a tune 
that the American popular 
artist Boney James had per-
formed alongside that ”brown 
guy.” That man was of course 
Maskela’s humorous reflection 
on how some people had made 
reference to him in the past 
as they performed his much 
earlier 1968 instrumental  hit, 
“Grazin’ in the Grass.”

That tune, now played by 
Masakela’s and Mahlesala’s 
whole ensemble,  brought back 
some nostalgia as the audi-
ence, again on their feet, ap-
plauded in wild approval.  

Mahlesala now on his gui-
tar and vocalizing in an Afri-
can dialect carried the energy 
forward with his explanation 
of the term  “Umbutu,” which 
he indicated means “I love you 
baby.”

Masakela then joined in 
with his searing flugelhorn 
chops and simultaneously 
demonstrated some energetic 
native dance moves, which 

were quite inspiring consid-
ering the fact that he is not a 
youngster anymore.  Mahle-
sala segued into the tune “Say 
Africa,” inspiring a call and 
response interaction with the 
audience who by the end of the 
piece reacted loudly with great 
appreciation.   

In closing, Mahlasela and 
Masekela both itinerant mas-
ter musicians, storytellers, 

freedom fighters in their own 
right, left the audience with 
something to think about.

“We should always remem-
ber and cherish the fight for 
equality made by Mandela,” 
they said. “We should never 
forget the historic struggles 
for freedom from apartheid in 
Soweto and that South Africa 
has only been a nation of free 
people for only 21 years.”

levels are welcome and all 
materials are provided. 
When: Mondays, 5:30 pm 
workshop for children 8 to 
11; 6:30 pm workshop for all 
ages 12 and up
Where: Resobox, 41-26 27th 
St., Long Island City
Cost: $25/adults, $20/students
Contact: (718) 784-3680
Website: www.resobox.com

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Polit-Sheer-Form! — The 
China-based art group attempts 
to create a framework for 
collective life in today’s 
consumer-oriented China. 

When: Through March 8
Where: Queens Museum, New 
York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Suggested — $8/adults, 
$4/students and seniors, 
Free/children under 12
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.
queensmuseum.org

MoMA PS1 — Now on display, 
“The Little Things Could Be 
Dearer,” “Bob and Roberta 
Smith: Art Amnesty,” 
“Francesco Vezzoli: Teatro 
Romano,” “Zero Tolerance” 
and “Samara Golden: The 
Flat Side of the Knife.”
When: Through March 8
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Cost: $10/adults, $5/
students and seniors, Free/
children under 16

Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: www.momaps1.org

Isamu Noguchi, Patent 
Holder: Designing the 
World of Tomorrow — 
This exhibition looks at 
the relationship between 
Noguchi’s work in sculpture 
and design leading up to the 
1939 World’s Fair. 
When: Through March 19
Where: Dr. M. T. Geoffrey 
Yeh Art Gallery, Sun Yat Sen 
Hall, 8000 Utopia Parkway, 
Jamaica Estates
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 990-7476
Website: www.stjohns.edu

Emerging Artist Fellowship 
Exhibition — The annual exhibit 
at Socrates Sculpture Park 
includes works by 15 artists, who 
have created pieces with the 

larger narrative of public space 
in dynamic and daring ways. 
When: Through March 22
Where:  Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratessculpturepark.org

Art in the Garden: Paul Lin 
& Botanical Therapeutic 
Art — Lin blends fi ne art 
and traditional crafts and 
turns natural materials into 
landscapes and portraits. 
When: Through April 12
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors, 
$2/students with ID and 
children over 3
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.

queensbotanical.org

COMEDY
Open Mic at Rapture 
Lounge — All musicians, 
poets, writers, singers-
songwriters, comedians and 
performance artists are 
welcome. Sign-up at 8 pm.
When: Mondays, 8:30 pm to 
10 pm
Where: Rapture Lounge, 34-
27 28th Ave., Astoria
Cost: No cover, $10 minimum
Contact: (718) 626-8044
Website: www.
rapturelounge.com

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
— Ben Rosenfeld hosts fi ve 
different comics each week. 
Comics range from underground 
NYC acts to nationally touring 

headliners. The show is 
absolutely free, no cover charge 
and no drink minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld 
ben@bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.
com/blog/archives/astoria_
comedy_all_stars

The Regulars Comedy Show 
— Every Wednesday night New 
York’s up-and-coming and 
already arrived comedians 
hang out and tell jokes at The 
Creek & The Cave.
When: Wednesdays, 10 pm
Where: The Creek & The 
Cave, 10-93 Jackson Ave., 
Long Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 706-8783
Website: www.creeklic.com

Continued from Page 31 

Key of Freedom

Vusi Mahlasela strums his acoustic guitar as he opens the "20 Years of 
Freedom" concert at Lefrak Concert Hall last week.  Photo by Norm Harris

Hugh Masekela performs on his flugelhorn at the “20 Years of Freedom” 
concert.  Photo by Norm Harris

Continued from Page 34 

Arts
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his work with a serene, 
almost blissful quality.

And his choice of sub-
ject matter possesses a 
kind of sophisticated in-
nocence. 

The result, he said, 
evokes feelings of hope, 
memories, or reactions 
of intimacy, which is 
why he calls it “thera-
peutic art.” 

So, it’s not surprising 
that the artist has been 
teaching his spiritually 
uplifting craft during 
healing art workshops 
to people suffering from 
various illnesses. 

In fact, several years 
ago, Lin said he was in-
vited to conduct a series 
of art therapy sessions 
at the American Can-
cer Society, where he 
worked with patients, 
who learned how to ar-
range flower petals and 
such on strong paper, us-
ing special glue. 

Back in the day, as a 
young, budding artist, 
Lin said his style was 

much more traditional 
and restrained. 

He worked with wa-
tercolors or created oil 
paintings on canvas. 
But in time, his artwork 
evolved along with his 
spiritual side and the 
transformation yielded 
purely botanical works.

“I was trained by one 
of the best artists in Tai-
wan for three years when 
I was in high school, and 
after that I joined the 
ministry,” said Lin, who 
has worked as a pastor 
for the past 45 years, 
giving weekly sermons 
at various churches 

throughout the area, 
including Queens. Re-
cently, he worked at the 
Bowne Street Commu-
nity Church in Flushing. 

“Mr. Paul Lin is not 
only the preacher to heal 
people’s hearts, but also 
to bring the vivid art 
work for their vision,” 
said Board Trustee Pau-
line Huang, who intro-
duced the garden to the 
artist’s collection.

On March 28, Lin will 
lead a hands-on work-
shop at the garden. 

Continued from Page 33 

Artist

PAUL LIN

Artist Paul Lin uses bits of nature to create his botanical-themed pieces.  
Photo courtesy Paul Lin

Memories
are made at

718.224.8787
63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard
Marathon Parkway
Douglaston, New York 11363
Come join us March 1st from 2 pm-6 pm for our
amazing bridal showcase. Meet our one of a kind 
vendors, have a private tour of our mansion and
taste our wonderful cuisine.

FOLLOW US ON

IF YOU GO
Botanical Therapeutic 
Art

When: Through April 12 
Where: Queens 
Botanical Garden, 43-
50 Main St., Flushing
Cost: Free through 
March 31. After April 1, 
admission is $4/adults, 
$3/seniors and $2/
students with ID and 
children over 3.
Contact: (718) 886-
3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

82-70 Austin Street
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

718-849-3939

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

THE FINEST & 
OLDEST CHINESE 

RESTAURANT  
IN QUEENSSINCE 1953

40-45 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  347-502-7274 
www.winetimedouglaston.com  

Facebook.com/winetimedouglaston  winetime4pm@gmail.com



TIMESLEDGER, FEB. 27–MAR. 5, 2015 39  TIMESLEDGER.COM NE

NO–LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses 
w/ Metal Frames

$9999
Exam Not Included

3/15/15

VARILUX
Progressive Lenses
(No–Line Bifocals)
w/ Metal Frames

$16999
3/15/15

2 PAIRS OF GLASSES
$6999

Including Free Eye Exam
3/15/15

BUY 1 PAIR 
OF GLASSES

 RECEIVE 1 PAIR 
OF EQUAL OR LESSER 

VALUE*
*Some Restrictions May Apply.

3/15/15

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be 
combined with any other offers, promotions, 

specials, union or insurance plans. 
Coupon must be presented at time of sale.

Accepting Most Insurance Plans
Including Blue Cross, Blue Shield,  Blue View &

 Most Eyemed Insurance. WE ARE A GVS PROVIDER.

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside

718–279–2020
Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 10 - 530  - 730  - 430

OF BAYSIDE
www.eyesupplyofbayside.com

We Welcome Back 
All New York City 
District Council 
Of Carpenters!

FREE ADMISSION
With a non-perishable food for our food pantry

Sunday, March 1, 2015
1:00 - 3:30 pm

Wear a 
Costume 
Receive 
a FREE Ticket

PreHistoric Games & 
Crafts for Everyone

Bouncing
Wear your sneakers and come jump 

in our super bounce house in the gym 
Sneakers are a must!

FOR SALE 
Kosher Pizza , Hamantaschen

Cotton Candy

Refreshements 

in Our Dinosaur Cafe

Raffl  e Tickets 
25¢ per ticket/ 5 for $1.00

Game & Craft Tickets
25¢ per ticket/ 5 for $1.00

Pop Bracelet 
$20 

58-20 Little Neck Parkway, 
Little Neck, NY 11362

Like us on Follow us

Mobile No-Cost Breast Cancer Screening 

Sunday, March 1st
9:00am - 4:30pm

taking place at:

An appointment is necessary 
Please call 1-877-628-9090

Woman age 40 and older
New York City Mailing Address

No mammogram in the past 12 months

Eligibility Criteria for those 
with health insurance:

Woman age 50 and older
New York City Mailing Address

No mammogram in the past 12 months

Eligibility Criteria for those 
without health insurance:

American-Italian Cancer Foundation’s

139-16 91st Avenue • Jamaica, NY 11435

is a proud supporter of the 

Funded by a grant from the New York State Department of Health, Bureau of Chronic Disease Control. Additional funding provided by the generous support of the New York City Council, 
the National Breast Cancer Foundation, NYS Assembly, GreaterGood.org and individual patrons.

Mobile No-Cost Breast Cancer Screening 

Sunday, March 8th
9:00am - 4:30pm

taking place at:

An appointment is necessary 
Please call 1-877-628-9090

Woman age 40 and older
New York City Mailing Address

No mammogram in the past 12 months

Eligibility Criteria for those 
with health insurance:

Woman age 50 and older
New York City Mailing Address

No mammogram in the past 12 months

Eligibility Criteria for those 
without health insurance:

American-Italian Cancer Foundation’s

67-10A Roosevelt Avenue • Woodside, NY 11377

is a proud partner of the 

Funded by a grant from NY Department of Health Cancer Services Program. Additional funding provided by the generous support of the New York City Council, the
National Breast Cancer Foundation, NYS Assembly, GreaterGood.org, the RAR Foundation and individual patrons.
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for what he did for Hunters 
Point,” Christie said. “You 
have people taking all kinds 
of credit for what has hap-
pened in Hunters Point and I 
guarantee you they never got 
their hands dirty like Bill did. 
All these red-tape bureaucrats 
were nowhere to be seen when 
it took four years just to get 
permission to clean the park.”

Back in the ‘90s Bylewski 
and Christie spent many after-
noons chasing gangs of drink-

ing teens and drug addicts 
from the park. 

“We’d pick up beer bottles 
and dog poop and literally 
cleaned the streets and have 
derelict cars towed away,” 
Christie said. “He was very de-
termined to make the quality 
of life better for the residents 
of Long Island City and the 
rest of Queens, too.”

Friends of Gantry was 
folded into the Hunters Point 
Parks Conservancy last year. 
That group held a member-
ship drive at Chi restaurant 
Tuesday where Bylewski was 
scheduled to be honored for 

his years of service.  Several 
of the group’s leaders spoke 
of Bylewski’s contributions. 
“We didn’t want to make it too 
solemn as we had many new 
people show up that didn’t 
even know who Bill was,” 
Conservancy President Rob 
Basch said. “We are working 
on getting one of the gardens 
or flower areas in Gantry 
Park dedicated to Bill and we 
will hopefully have a nice cer-
emony when the ice age leaves 
LIC.” 

Raffaele opened LIC Land-
ing by Coffeed in Hunters 
Point South Park last year.

endless debate and discussion 
about a deepening racial di-
vide in this city and this coun-
try. Here in New York, that 
divide is deepest and widest 
in neighborhoods where dis-
parity is deepest and widest, 
where the distance between 
the people and the American 
dream is the farthest,” Brat-
ton said.

The police shooting of Mi-
chael Brown in Ferguson, Mo., 
the death of Eric Garner by 
a police chokehold in Staten 
Island, and most recently the 
shooting death of Akai Gurley 
by a rookie NYPD officer in 
Brooklyn have created a rift 
between minority communi-
ties and police. 

“In this city, they’re the 
neighborhoods where crime 
hangs on. And they are the 
neighborhoods where the po-
lice are most needed. In New 
York City, they are largely 
neighborhoods of color,” he 

said. “And in them, the rela-
tionship with the police has 
been ruptured.”

Bratton referred to FBI Di-
rector James Comey’s speech 
about the “hard truths” of po-
licing in minority communi-
ties in a talk at Georgetown 
University in Washington ear-
lier this month. 

“The NYPD needs to face 
the hard truth in our most 
vulnerable neighborhoods, 
that we have a problem with 
citizen satisfaction,” said 
Bratton. “But there is another 
hard truth to face. It’s that, in 
our city, there are intractable 
racial disparities in who com-
mits and who suffers from 
crime. Ninety-five percent of 
our shootings are committed 
by blacks and Hispanics. Nine-
ty-five percent of our shooting 
victims are blacks and His-
panics. Ninety-five percent. In 
a city where just half of our cit-
izens are black or Hispanic.”

Bratton also mentioned in 
the speech that new training 
programs have been in place 
since January. The 103rd Pre-
cinct in southeast Queens is 

one of the precincts that was 
chosen to undergo the trial 
mentor-training program by 
the NYPD. 

“For my officers, this hard 
truth about who commits and 
suffers from violent crime in 
New York City carries a risk 
of turning into bias. It doesn’t 
matter if the officers are white 
or black, Hispanic or Asian—
and, in fact, more than half of 
our police officers are minori-
ties themselves,” said Bratton. 
“ If you see something again 
and again, it can infect your 
perspective. And they see the 
same young men in the same 
neighborhoods committing al-
most all of this city’s violence 
against the same victims—
often the same young men. We 
need to fight against that.” 

Bratton was met with 
loud applause and a standing 
ovation from the audience, 
which included former Gov. 
David Paterson, who was be-
ing awarded later at the cel-
ebration and other influential 
black community leaders from 
southeast Queens. 

remembered by many of us.”
Further details surround-

ing Onorato’s death were not 
available. He was laid to rest 
at St. Michael’s Cemetery at 
72-02 Astoria Blvd.

“While serving in the Sen-

ate for 27 years, George was a 
dear friend to members on 
both sides of the aisle,” Sen-
ate Majority Leader Dean 
Skelos (R-Nassau) said. “A 
lifelong resident of Queens, 
he was a true advocate for his 
community and constituents. 
He will be deeply missed by 
his friends in the Senate and 
the residents of Queens.”

said. 
Gomez’s parents live on 

the first floor, and they have 
more family members that 
live on the second floor, po-
lice said.

Gomez was charged with 
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance, criminal 
sale of a controlled substance, 
criminally using drug para-
phernalia, criminal posses-
sion of marijuana, criminal 
sale of marijuana and endan-
gering the welfare of a child, 
according to Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown. 

Rodriguez was charged 
with criminal possession of a 
controlled substance, crimi-
nally using drug parapher-
nalia, criminal possession of 
marijuana and endangering 

the welfare of a child, Brown 
said. 

An undercover officer al-
legedly met with Gomez at 
his 88th Street residence Feb. 
3 and gave him $40 in cash in 
exchange for one ziplock bag 
containing marijuana, ac-
cording to Brown. 

The officer allegedly gave 
Gomez $120 in cash in ex-
change for four ziplock bags 
Feb. 17, two of which con-
tained MDMA and the other 
two containing marijuana, 
the DA added. 

During both transactions, 
a number of children who 
seemed to be under 17 years 
old entered and exited the 
Gomez residence, which is 
located less than 1,500 feet 
from Saint Elizabeth Catho-
lic Academy at 94-01 85th St. 
and Saint Thomas the Apos-
tle Catholic Academy at 87-49 
87th St, the DA said.

local regulations, affecting 
more than 100 local laws. 

“There’s a little bit more 
importance than I think in 
the past,”  he said. “It could 
have been argued, ‘OK look, 
if a locality wants to pass 
this legislation, let them 
do it themselves,’ but now 
that that’s been invalidated, 
there’s more an emphasis on 
a need for a state law.”

The announcement comes 
just as a new investigative 
report found that four known 
sex offenders were staying 
in homeless family shelters 

in Queens and that nearly a 
dozen sex offenders live in 
family shelters throughout 
the city.

The report said there are 
sex offenders living at Lin-
coln Atlantic at 90-35 Van 
Wyck Expressway, Belt Park 
Family Center at 153-90 Rock-
away Blvd. and Park Family 
Residence at 154-00 Rockaway 
Blvd. 

And in mid-February, pro-
testers called for the closure 
of the homeless families shel-
ter at the Westway Motel in 
East Elmhurst, even after the 
Department of Homeless Ser-
vices announced that no Lev-
el 2 or 3 sex offender would 
be placed in shelters housing 
families with children. 

overstatement, slightly insen-
sitive, slightly insulting but 
basically true.”

Cuomo  also announced 
that the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency has ap-
proved more than $28 million 
in funding for flood mitigation 
and resiliency initiatives at 
LaGuardia to safeguard the 
airport from future storms. 

“Hurricane Sandy caused 
significant damage to La-
Guardia Airport, but today we 
are taking an important step 
toward strengthening its in-
frastructure so that it is more 
resilient than ever before,” 
Cuomo said. “To face the pat-
tern of extreme weather, we 

must ensure that vital trans-
portation hubs and economic 
engines like LaGuardia Air-
port are ready for the next ma-
jor storm.”

The airport was closed for 
three days  due to flooding 
from an estimated 100 millions 
gallons of water from Flushing 
Bay, inconveniencing thou-
sands of travelers and cost-
ing the region millions in lost 
economic activity. The FEMA 
funding will allow construc-
tion of new flood walls, two 
gravity drainage systems and 
improve electrical systems.

“We must do everything we 
can to ensure that LaGuardia 
is able to withstand extreme 
weather and resume flight 
operations as quickly as possi-
ble,” Port Authority Executive 
Director Patrick Foye said.

The airport contributes 

more than $13 billion in total 
economic activity to the re-
gion, according to the state 
comptroller’s office.

“While we continue to help 
communities across New York 
recover from the devastating 
impact of Hurricane Sandy, it 
is equally important to make 
much-needed investments in 
our infrastructure to ensure 
our city is prepared to face the 
challenges of future storms,” 
U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-Jack-
son Heights) said. “There is 
no question that one of those 
investments must include La-
Guardia Airport, which serves 
tens of thousands of passen-
gers a day and contributes to 
our local economy.”

The project is expected to 
continue through the end of 
2016.

Continued from Page 1 
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Onorato

be prosecuted to the fullest 
extent of the law,” Sanders 
said in a statement. “Justice 
must be served.”

Meeks said that if there is any 
new evidence that was not pre-
sented before the Freedom of In-

formation Law went into effect, for 
example, a re-examination might 
be beneficial.

But he said it would be better 
to focus on Malcolm X’s lasting 
legacy. 

“I’d rather focus on the mes-
sage of the man Malcolm X and 
how his teachings and his words 
can help us move forward today, 
even 50 years later,” he said.

Continued from Page 5 

Malcolm X
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Induction into the St. 
John’s University Athletics 
Hall of Fame is about cel-
ebrating much more than 
his accomplishments on the 
court for Chris Mullin.

The school’s legendary 
men’s basketball star asso-
ciates his connection to the 
school with the people he 
came in contact with dur-
ing his four years there and 
those he remains close with 
decades later. 

“My years at St. John’s 
and my relationships there 
have developed over 30 years 
and are very special to me,” 
Mullin said in a phone inter-
view. “My teammates, coach 
[Lou] Carnesecca and his 
staff Brian Mahoney and Ron 
Rutledge I’ve known since 
I was 10 years old. It’s much 
more than a four-year play-
ing career and four-year stu-
dent at St. John’s.”

He was enshrined during 
a ceremony on campus Sat-
urday. Former major league 
pitcher C.J. Nitkowski, PGA 
golfer Andrew Svoboda, 
women’s hoops stand out Kia 
Wright, gold medal fencer 
Tina Loven, tennis star Er-
ick Scharf and the Brennan 
family were also inducted. 
Mullin, who lives in Califor-

nia said the honor may have 
come sooner had he and the 
school logistically worked out 
his being able to accept it. 

Mullin, 51, is the pro-
grams’ all-time leading 
scorer with 2,440 points. His 
senior year the dead-eye 
shooter led the Johnnies to 
the 1985 Final Four and won 
the Wooden Award for the 
best player in college basket-
ball. Mullin, who graduated 
from Xaverian, played 16 
seasons in the NBA, 13 with 
the Golden State Warriors 
and was a five-time all star. 
He was a member of the 1992 
Dream Team and was induct-
ed into the National Basket-
ball Hall of Fame in 2011. 

“When I went on those vis-
its, whether it be to Virginia, 
Duke, Villanova, it was really 
compared to what I thought I 
had in St. John’s and being 
home and being able to play 
for Coach Carnesecca,” Mul-
lin said. “I felt it was the best 
place for me.”

When Mullin is outside 
of New York people remem-
ber him for his pro career he 
says. Inside the five boroughs 
is a different story. They are 
always asking him about how 
his former teammates are 
and bring up the Final Four 
squad.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The kindness, positive na-
ture and fighting spirit that 
made Steve Piorkowski loved 
by all he came in contact with 
was with him even in his final 
days.

The Bayside softball and 
girls’ basketball coach for 23 
years saw his health take a 
turn for the worst over the last 
four months after a three-year 
battle with cancer. A second 
bone marrow transplant in 
the last two years didn’t take. 
Piorkowski, who died at the 
age of 54 last week, had multi-
ple myeloma, a form of cancer 
that was found eating away at 
the bone marrow in his verte-
brae in January 2012.

“We always felt like he’d 
always get better from it,” 
Bayside Athletic Director and 
close friend Joe Capuana said. 
“That was the kind of guy that 
he was.”

Piorkowski was always en-
ergetic, talking about fighting 
the disease and never wanting 
others to see him weak. He was 
even apologizing to his former 
players who visited him in the 
hospice for how he looked. The 
apologizing quickly turned to 
a motivational speech about 
his love for them, asking them 
to keep fighting for what they 
believed in.

“I couldn’t understand why 
he was apologizing,” said An-
nel Sanchez, a former softball 
player and 2004 graduate. “He 
tried so hard. He was an amaz-
ing person. He never wanted 
anyone to see him [weak]. He 
made everything positive. 
Even in his weakened state, he 
could still crack a smile.”  

It was the end of a fight that 
saw him rally back from being 
wheelchair-bound with a bro-
ken neck to coach both sports at 
Bayside for two more seasons. 
The time was highlighted by 
the softball team reaching the 
PSAL Class A semifinals last 
year. On medical sabbatical 
this school year, Piorkowski 
even talked of attending a few 

softball practices in the spring 
just to be with the girls, ac-
cording to Capuana.

“He always put other peo-
ple before himself,” said Tara 
Bernstein, the second base-
men on last year’s team  

It’s why “Play for P” became 
so important to his teams. His 
girls’ basketball team went on 
a Cinderella run as the No. 
38th seed to the PSAL Class A 
semifinals with him in mind 
while he was away from the 
club in March 2012. Just four 
months after being diagnosed, 
he was back coaching at a Bay-
side softball game.

“He taught us to cope with 
failure, to fight on,” Bernstein 
said.

Piorkowski’s wife, Susan 
Hayes, described him as both 
brutally honest and a goof-

ball. He was quick to show 
people the X-ray picture of his 
“new neck” that he kept on his 
phone when he first returned 
to Bayside following surgery.

“He even helped me make 
brushing my daughters teeth 
in the morning a game,” Hayes 
said.

Former Cardozo softball 
coach Larry Alberts remem-
bered Piorkowski as a very 
competitive man, but one who 
never lost sight that softball 
should be fun.

One of Alberts’ pitchers 
went through a cancer scare 
once that turned out nega-
tive. Her first game back was 
against Bayside and Piorkows-
ki sent his entire team over to 
hug her at the plate. 

“I thought that was real 
Continued on Page 455Continued on Page 455

St. John’s great Chris Mullins (r), with Athletic Director Chris Monasch, 
acknowledges the applause as he is inducted into the college’s Hall of 
Fame.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Bayside coach Steve Piorkowski, seen here during last season's 
PSAL softball semfinals, died at the age of 54 last week.  

Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Mullin receives place 
in SJ’s Hall of Fame

Bayside loses leader
Coach Steve Piorkowski succumbs to bone cancer
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Benjamin Cardozo’s Marie-
Jose Ebweabile expects more 
of herself, even on a day where 
she dominated the competi-
tion.

“Maybe I want to jump too 
far,” she said.

The first-year senior and 
French import won all three of 
her events and was a key to the 
Judges’ regaining the PSAL 
Indoor girls’ track and field 
championship at The Armory 
Sunday. 

Ebweabile won the triple 
jump with a leap of 41 feet, 1.5 
inches; the long jump (19-04) 
and the shot put in 38-05.75 to 
earn field MVP honors. It is 
only the beginning of what we 
will see from her. 

She would like to jump 43 
feet in the triple jump and over 
20 feet for the long jump.

“I didn’t feel like I was a 
monster today,” Ebweabile 
said. “I was like a baby mon-
ster. For nationals I’ll turn 
into a monster.”

Cardozo won the crown 
back after Medgar Evers end-
ed its string of six straight last 
season. This time it wasn’t 
close. Cardozo, which was 
without top middle distance 
runner Shaniqua Kirkpatick, 

who was sick, still won 105-70 
over the Cougars. 

“To see us come in second 
in the last year and feel the dis-
appointment, I’m glad I could 
be a apart of getting us back to 
the top,” Cardozo senior Alana 
Williams. 

The Judges did it with a 
depth and balance it lacked 
even when it was dominating 

that landscape. Gone were the 
days of relying on a talented 
handful of kids running three 
races each.   

“A couple of years ago we 
had no sprinters,” Cardozo 
coach Gail Emmanuel said. 
“Now that we are able to pro-
duce sprinters and people in 
the field events, it does make 
a big difference. It takes the 

pressure off the half milers.” 
Garden City transfer 

Emma Gallagher won the 600 
meters with a time of 1:32.01. 
She was also the anchor leg of 
the winning 4 x 400 relay team 
of Paris Peoples, Williams 
and Nia Lundy, with a time 
of 3:55.16. She also helped the 
4 x 800 squad of Lundy Shalah 
Means and Elizabeth Perez 

Bossut rally for a second place 
finish in 9:53.03.

Means, a freshman, stepped 
up and won the 1,000 with a 
time of 3:05.72 in Kirkpartick’s 
absence and Williams was 
third in 3:06.15. Means was 
also third in the 1,500 with a 
time of 5:04.40.  Elizabeth Perez 
Bossut took first in the 3,000 in 
10:18.72 and was second in the 
1,500 with a time of 4:57.43. 

Cardozo, which won the 
PSAL Cross Country title, 
is an Outdoor championship 
away from the season triple 
crown.

“Now we have girls run-
ning in all different events.” 
Williams said. 

The presence of Ebweabile 
only adds to that. Emmanuel 
said Ebweabile had been in 
touch with her and Assistant 
Coach Ray James for more 
than a year about coming to 
Cardozo. She wanted to train 
with Coach James and get a 
chance to go to college in the 
United States.

Ebweabile has assimilated 
well and has helped put Cardo-
zo back on the winners’ stand.

“When she got here, I was 
surprised how she fit in so eas-
ily,” Emmanuel said. “Very 
easily.” 

Marco Battaglia remem-
bers a time during his early 
years at St. Francis Prep when 
football coach Vince O’Connor 
was perceived to be unap-
proachable even when nothing 
could have been further from 
the truth. 

“You hear of this man who 
is a legend, who is standing on 
the opposite field,” the former 
NFL tight end said. “He’s right 
there. You can go over and say 
hello to him, but you won’t.”

Once you did, you met a 
man who built his success and 
his legacy more on the rela-
tionships he fostered with his 
players than on any play or de-
fense he installed during his 
62 seasons at SFP. O’Connor, 

who died on Valentine’s Day at 
the age of 85, took the time and 
made the effort to connect per-
sonally with every kid who put 
on a Terriers uniform. 

“It always came back to 
relationships,” SFP associate 
head coach Rich Carroll said. 
“Just make sure you have a 
good relationship with the 

kids. That will be more impor-
tant than all the Xs and Os you 
can teach. The kids need to 
have those relationships.”

O’Connor built them with 

his quick wit, compassionate 
smile and soft-spoken manor. 
If he wanted your attention, a 
simple grab of the forearm and 
some eye contact got it and 
kept it because he cared what 
you had to say. If you came 
into his presence later in life, 
O’Connor, who won 341 games 
and 16 CHSFL titles, remem-
bered you, your team and your 
family. 

“Mr. O’Connor was always 
comfortable and engaging, 
always,” said former player 
Kyle Flood, the current foot-
ball coach at Rutgers. “One of 
the most approachable people 
I’ve even been around, as ac-
complished as he was. When 
you were speaking to Mr. 
O’Connor, you really felt like 
you were the most important 
person in the world.”

That simple and meaning-
ful connection is why approxi-
mately 200 people flooded St. 
Francis Prep to pay their final 
respects to O’Connor during 
his funeral Feb. 19. Hundreds 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Former St. Francis Prep football coach Vince O'Connor, seen here speaking at an awards dinner, made a per-
sonal connection with each of his players.   Photo courtesy of St. Francis Prep

The Benjamin Cardozo squad celebrates its seventh PSAL Indoor girls' track and field championship.  
Photo by Joseph Staszewski

O’Connor’s legacy built on personal relationships

Deep Judges regain PSAL Indoor crown

Continued on Page 45
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855-782-1680
EAST HILLS CHEVY DOUGLASTON 
240-02 Northern Blvd.• Douglaston, NY 11362

GET OUT OF YOUR GM LEASE EARLY.***

3 Day/100 Mile Vehicle 
Exchange 
You Can’t Buy The Wrong Car.

Auto Rewards Earnings 
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Up To $5,000 Vehicle Discount - For 
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$7 Lube, Oil & Filter 
Changes 
No Limits. Anytime You Want.**
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Service Pricing 
Members Pay Less. Period.

FREE NY State
Inspections 
Let Us Spoil You.

FREE Service Loaner 
Vehicles 
Stop. Drop. And Go.

FREE Drop-Off Valet 
Service 
We Take Care Of You.

FREE Towing Protection 
If You Need It, We Have Your Back.

FREE Shuttle Service 
Because Life Doesn’t Wait.

FREE Priority Service 
Scheduling 
Your Priority Is Our Priority.

FREE Gift Certificate 
Rewards 
Your Achievements Unlock Gifts.

FREE Lost Key Return 
Service 
Keeping You Worry-Free & Hassle-Free.

And Much More!

INCLUDED WITH PURCHASE:

And Much More!

2015 CHEVROLET
EQUINOX

LS 
Stk# S03855S, Reference# 
15321, Auto, 2.4L V4, 4G LTE 
WiFi, Bluetooth, PW/PL/PM, 

Cruise, Traction Control, Stabilitrak 
MSRP $25,395

LEASE
FOR$69PER

MO.
24 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$21,999

2015 CHEVROLET
CRUZE

LT 
Stk# S0326, Reference# 15328, 
Auto, 1.4L Turbo, Remote Start, 
Power Drivers Seat, Traction 

Control, Stabilitrak, PW/PL/PM, 
38 MPG Highway 

MSRP $21,825

LEASE
FOR$79PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$18,599

2015 CHEVROLET
MALIBU

LS 
Stk# S0440, Reference# 15331, 
Auto, 2.5L V4, 4G LTE WiFi, PW/
PL/PM, Remote Keyless Entry, 

Cruise, ABS, Stabilitrak, Bluetooth 
MSRP $23,290

LEASE
FOR$99PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$19,669

2015 CHEVROLET
IMPALA

LS 
Stk# S0299, Reference# 15418, 
Auto, 2.5L V4, 4G LTE WiFi, PW/
PL/PM,Rear Park Assist, Cruise, 

ABS, Stabilitrak, Bluetooth 
MSRP $28,455

LEASE
FOR$199PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$24,779

2015 CHEVROLET
SILVERADO 1500 
DOUBLE CAB 4X4 

Stk# S0291, Reference# 15327, 
Auto, 4.3L V6, PW/PL/PM, 

Remote Keyless Entry, Backup 
Camera, A/C, Cruise, Stabilitrak 
MSRP $36,805

LEASE
FOR$179PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$31,699

2015 CHEVROLET
TRAVERSE

LS 
Stk# S0561, Reference# 15424, 
Auto, 3.6L V6, Power Drivers Seat, 
Remote Keyless Entry, Traction 
Control, Stabilitrak, Bluetooth 
MSRP $31,870

LEASE
FOR$169PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$27,899

2015 CHEVROLET
TAHOE LS

4X4 
Stk# S0604, Reference# 15325, 
Auto, 5.3L V8, Cloth Front Bench, 
Rear Park Assist, Bluetooth, Power 
Seats, Remote Start, Rear Camera 

MSRP $50,185

LEASE
FOR$429PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$44,999

2015 CHEVROLET
SUBURBAN

LS 4X4 
Stk# S0702, Reference# 15326, 
Auto, 5.3L V8, Front Bench Seat, 

Rear Park Assist, Bluetooth, Power 
Seats, Remote Start, Rear Camera 

MSRP $52,195

LEASE
FOR$499PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$48,899

Must present ad to receive advertised specials. Must take same day delivery from dealer stock. All leases subject to primary lenders approval. Must qualify for Tier 1 credit approval. Must finance 80% thru dealer. All leases are 10k miles 
per year. Customer responsible for wear and tear at 25 Cents additional per mile. *See dealer for details. **Diesel and synthetic oil additional. ***Must be in GM Master Manifest list to qualify. Not all buyers will qualify. All pricing include s 

competitive lease (non GM ‘99 or newer) or GM loyalty rebate. All leases require $1995 down (Cruze $4529, Equinox & Malibu $2995) $595 bank fee, plus tax, tags, dmv and dealer fees. Due at Signing (excludes tax, tags & fees)= Equinox 
$3659, Malibu $3689, Cruze $5203, Silverado $2769, Traverse $2759, Impala $2789, Tahoe $3019, Suburban $3089. All rebates/incentives assigned to dealer. Pictures for illustrative purposes only. Not valid on prior deals. No two offers can 

be combined. Not responsible for typographical errors. See dealer for complete details. Douglaston dmv# 7105766, dca# 1279637. Ad expires 3/2/15.

YOU CAN’T BUY THE WRONG CAR...
3 DAY/ 100 MILE  VEHICLE EXCHANGE PROGRAM*

PRESIDENTS DAY
SAVINGS EXTENDED!
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

February continues to be a magical 
month for St. John’s and it has NCAA 
Tournament games in March looking 
more and more certain.

The job certainly isn’t done yet for 
the St. John’s men’s basketball team, 
but a heart-pounding 58-57 win over 
Xavier at Madison Square Garden 
Monday night certainly bolsters its 
résumé. 

A jumper by Myles Davis didn’t go 
down on Xavier’s final possession and 
Chris Obekpa grabbed the loose back 
to secure the victory. 

The win moves the Red Storm to be-
ing in position to secure a berth in the 
Big Dance. 

“It is looking good right now,” senior 
forward Sir’Dominic Pointer said. 

St. John’s has won five of its last 
six games and is in fifth place in the 
Big East after its second victory over 
the Musketeers in nine days. The Red 
Storm (19-9, 8-7) is 5-2 this February, 
with a game against Georgetown on 
Feb. 28, and is 11-4 in the month com-
bined the last two years.  

“He gets us ready for February,” 
Pointer said of Coach Steve Lavin. 
“Other teams peak in December and 
January, while we are still getting bet-
ter.”

Pointer continues his strong play 
by scoring 19 points, grabbing nine 
rebounds and blocking six shots. 

D’Angelo Harrison netted 20 points 
against Xavier, which led by five points 
midway through the second half. The 
two carried St. John’s for most of the 
contest before big hoops by the sup-
porting cast down the stretch.

Phil Greene IV put St. John’s up 
for good with a 3-pointer with 4:40 to 
go in the game. A jumper by Rysheed 
Jordan (10 points) made it 58-57 with 
23 seconds remaining. The Red Storm 
had to hold its breath after Remy Abell 

stole the ball from Harrison along the 
sideline with 15 ticks left. 

“I just wanted to get a stop and we 
did it,” Harrison said of his feeling af-
ter the turnover. “We make things re-
ally dramatic for no reason.” 

St. John’s started the game down 11-
0, but the defensive presence of Obekpa 
and Pointer in the paint helped turn 
the tide. The Red Storm closed the half 
on a 28-9 spurt. They scored 14 points 
off 15 turnovers by Xavier (18-11, 8-8). It 
was enough to grab a 28-20 advantage 
at the break. Xavier coach Chris Mack 
felt his team became tentative around 
he rim. Trevon Bluiett paced the Mus-
keteers with 17 points. 

Pointer has been anything but hesi-
tant this season and continues to give 
the opposing teams fits. He had 13 of 
St. John’s 28 first half points continu-
ally sparked the team on defense.

“You can’t really prepare for it,” 
Lavin said of Pointer. “How do you pre-
pare for a tornado ripping up the bas-
ketball court?”

St. John’s, however, seems set to 
continue to finish the season strong 
with Senior Night against Georgetown 
up next on Saturday. Harrison believes 
a victory against the Hoyas will be a 
big boost to the Red Storm’s quest for 
an NCAA Tournament berth.

“If we win Saturday,” Harrison 
said, “we will have a little bit more 
breathing room.”  

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Kaela Kinder had more on 
her mind than leading Christ 
the King to a division title 
when she stepped on the court 
against Bishop Loughlin.

The junior forward knew 
her father John, who had been 
in surgery earlier in the day, 
wasn’t going to be courtside 
cheering her on and telling 
her to be aggressive. 

“He never missed a game 
before and I just needed to play 
for him today,” Kinder said. 
“He’s always saying shoot the 
ball, shoot the ball! Go out 
there and be important and 
that’s just what I tried to do 
today.” 

All she did was turn in her 
best performance of the year 
in arguably the Royals’ most 
important game of the season 
with her dad in mind. Kinder 
scored a game-high 25 points 
and grabbed 14 rebounds to 
help propel Christ the King to 
a 69-56 home win over second-
place Bishop Loughlin Feb. 18 

to claim the CHSAA Brook-
lyn/Queens Division I girls’ 
basketball regular season 
crown. 

Kinder, who was called the 
team’s X-Factor when the sea-
son started, played the role 
perfectly against the Lions in 
the winner-take-all contest. 
She hit jumpers, attacked the 
paint, rebounded and created 
transition with steals. 

CK coach Bob Mackey 
called it Kinder’s most consis-
tent game of the season and 
praised the way she handled 
her dad not being there. He 
knows his club is that much 
better with Kinder going well, 
especially with guard Domi-
nique Toussaint limited by a 
sprained ankle. 

“When she’s going, we are 
a whole, whole, lot better,” 
Mackey said. 

The victory is Christ the 
King’s fifth straight after fall-
ing to Long Island Lutheran on 
the road Feb. 4. Sydney Zam-
brotta scored 19 points and 
Toussaint added nine. It was 

an extra sweet win because 
the Lions handed the Royals 
their only league loss by rally-
ing from a 16-point deficit. CK 
(14-7) earned the top seed in 
the upcoming diocesan tour-
nament in a year where there 
were plenty of question marks 
around the team when the sea-
son began.

“It shows we have the best 
team and we have the best 
individual players as well,” 
Toussaint said. “It shows that 
we are on top and we deserve 
to be on top.” 

Her club’s superb job on the 
defensive end was also a key to 
the win. CK hustled to get out 
to the Lions shooters in its 2-3 

zone and quickly collapsed on 
any player in the paint. It frus-
trated Loughlin (19-5), until 
the Brooklyn school made a 
run in the fourth quarter. Li-
ons star Milicia Reid scored 
16 of her 19 points in the final 
frame.

CK saw Loughlin cut its 
10-point second quarter lead to 
three, before Kinder scored the 
final six points of the frame to 
put the Royals up 24-15 at the 
break. It was highlighted by a 
transition layup off a behind-
the-back pass from Zambrot-
ta. Kinder’s three-point play 
to end the third quarter put 
Christ the King ahead 40-26 
heading into the final period. 

The Lions twice pulled 
within eight in the fourth 
quarter. CK had an answer 
each time. Zambrotta convert-
ed a layup with 3:53 to go and 
Kinder found Ashlie Howell 
for a bucker the put the game 
away with 2:29 remaining. 

It was just one of the many 
plays Kinder planned on tell-

St Johns’ Sir’Dominic Pointer pulls up for an easy basket against Seton Hall.  
Photo by Steve Schnibbe

Big night from Kinder earns CK division title

Red Storm on track to March Madness

Continued on Page 45

Christ the King’s Kaela Kinder scored a game-high 25 points 
and grabbed 14 rebounds in a win over Bishop Loughlin. 

Photo by Steve Schnibbe
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“It just shows you that 
when you do something in 
New York it has some longev-
ity,” Mullin said. “I still walk 
around town when I am in 
the city and people bring up 
St. John’s all the time.”

He is happy with keeping 
his connection to the school 
strictly as an alumnus. 

Mullin is the former gen-
eral manager of the Golden 
State Warriors and the cur-
rent adviser to the chairman 
of the Sacramento Kings. He 
does think the current team 
has a good chance to make 
the NCAA tournament and 
could beat anyone in the 
country on any given night. 
He, however, has no interest 

in coaching the Red Storm in 
the future if the opportunity 
arises.

“That’s not something I am 
thinking of, or ever thought 
of,” Mullin said. “I’ve been in 
the NBA for 30 years now. It’s 
not something I think of.”

The thing he cannot keep 
his mind from when think-
ing about St. John’s is the 
people there who influence 
his life to this day, especially 
Carnesecca. He credits him 
for his St. John’s team’s suc-
cess as much as his former 
teammates. Playing for him 
and leaving a legacy at home 
made too much sense then 
and now.

“I’m a New Yorker so it 
was just a natural fit.” Mull-
in said. “It was one of the best 
decisions I’ve ever made. 

class,” Alberts said
Piorkowski, who grew up 

in Seaford, L.I., was a physi-
cal education teacher and an 
innovative softball coach. He 
started his own softball train-
ing company, Fastpitch Now, 
and coached the Long Island 
Greyhounds Travel team he 
started for his daughter Kath-
erine. She pitched Kellenberg 
to a CHSAA state crown last 
season and earned a chance to 
play at NYU next year.

He was a master motivator 
who understood every person 
needed to be handled different-
ly to get the best out of him or 
her. Capuana remembers see-
ing countless girls who never 
played softball before gradu-
ally improve and contribute. 
Piorkowski had so much belief 

in them that they started to be-
lieve in themselves.

“His ability to bring the 
best [out] in people was on a 
daily basis,” Capuana said. 
“His ability to resonate pride 
and dedication to doing things 
the right way resonated in ev-
erything he did.”

A large group of students 
and former players in Bayside 
jerseys attended a candlelight 
vigil in his memory at the 
school’s softball field Feb. 19 
and hundreds people more 
said a final goodbye at his 
wake and funeral. Piorkowski 
was laid to rest at St. Charles 
Cemetery Monday. His father 
Stephen, his brother Robert 
and sister Laura also survived 
him.

“He was very hopeful un-
til we were notified that there 
was really nothing else that 
could be done,” Hayes said. 
“He couldn’t accept it. He 
didn’t want to go.”

Continued from Page 41 

Piorkowski

Continued from Page 41 

Mullin

Steve Piorkowski coaches the Bayside softball team in the semifinals last spring.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe

more attended his wake the 
two days prior. Those personal 
talks with O’Connor inspired 
his kids to not only  be suc-
cessful on the field, but also 
to strive to make him proud of 
them as people. 

“Coach always knew what 
was going on and the right 
thing to say,” senior quarter-
back Rob Einerson said “He 
would pull each guy over in-
dividually and talk to them 
personally to see how they 

were doing like we were all 
his family. Every time I spoke 
to coach he always ended up 
making me not only a better 
football player, but also a bet-
ter person.”

O’Connor’s lessons will 
not be lost. The majority of 
the Terriers’ coaches are his 
former players, including Car-
roll, who has taken over many 
of the head coaching duties in 
recent years. 

The face of the St. Francis 
Prep football program may  no 
longer physically be with the 
Terriers and his name will 
no longer be on the roster, but 

O’Connor’s legacy is  etched in 
places it cannot be erased or 
lost —  the hearts of all of his 
former players and coaches. 

O’Connor’s place in the pro-
gram and values with which it 
was run will live on. 

“I don’t think St. Francis 
Prep football will ever be with-
out Coach O’Connor,” Carroll 
said. “He will always be the 
head coach of the program 
no matter who becomes titled 
head coach. Coach O’Connor 
is the father of the program. I 
don’t think that will ever get 
lost.”

Blockshots
Continued from Page 42 

ing her father about when she 

went back to the hospital to 
visit him that night. 

“He is going to be really 
happy,” Kinder said. “He is go-
ing to be upset that he missed 

it, of course, but he is going to 
be really happy we came out 
No. 1 and I played well.”

Kinder
Continued from Page 44

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES) and enter 

TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

For more Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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Astoria 
43-32 Ditmars Blvd
Astoria, NY 11105
718-726-MATH
Parking Available

Bayside 
43-17 Bell Blvd

Bayside, NY 11361
718-747-MATH

Forest Hills 
108-14 72nd Ave

Forest Hills, NY 11375
718-544-MATH
Offering First Steps  

Program for  
4-6 year olds!

www.mathnasium.com

Get ready. Get set.
Get ahead.
 Now enrolling.

Math 
Enrichment

Test
Prep

Homework
Help

Math
Help

At Mathnasium, we help kids in 1st-12th 
grade reach their potential in math by 
teaching in a way that makes sense to 
them. Kids leap way ahead – whether they 
started out far behind or already ahead in 
math. We make math make sense.


